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The PRESIDENT (Hon. B. A. CHAMBERLAIN)
took the chair at 10.2 a.m. and read the prayer.

OMBUDSMAN

IIGuns n' Roses concert
ll

Clerk presented report of Ombudsman of
investigation into alleged failure of State and local
authorities to ensure adequate provision of public
transport and environmental health standards at
the "Guns n' Roses" concert at Calder Park
Raceway on 1 February 1993.
Laid on table.
Hon. R. I. KNOWLES (Minister for Housing) - I
move:
That the report be printed.

Because the Legislative Assembly is not sitting, it is
necessary to move this motion to provide
Parliamentary privilege for the document.
Motion agreed to.

TATIERSALL CONSULTATIONS
(REPORTING) BILL
Second reading
Debate resumed from 21 May; motion of
Hon. R. M. HALLAM (Minister for Regional
Development).
Hon. D. R. WHITE (Doutta Galla) - I declare
that recently I received a book from Tattersalls, The
Luck of the Draw - A Century of Tattersalls Sweeps
1891-1991, with a small note from Peter Gillooly
which said, "Stick this up your nose and so forth", a
note to the effect that I might like to read the book,
which I have done, but I do not intend to read the
whole 250 pages into Hansard.
Hon. R. M. Hallam - Are you quoting or
paraphrasing what he wrote?
Hon. D. R. WHITE - I paraphrased it.
The PRESIDENT - With a bit of licence!
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Hon. D. R. WHITE - The history of Tattersalls
relates a remarkable evolution of the company. It
began with the founder, George Adams, and the
struggles of Tattersalls with the State and Federal
governments, which attempted to outlaw the
enterprise in New South Wales and Queensland, but
finally it was established as a legal enterprise in
Tasmania.
People from a number of States contributed to the
sweeps and ultimately in the 19505 Tattersalls was
able to transfer its activities to Melbourne under an
. arrangement with the then Premier, John Cain, Sr. It
is important to note the manner in which Tattersalls
consultations were conducted during the 19th
century. It conducted a wide range of activities in
hotels. They were essentially underground although they were widely known to the community
and to the police - because they were deemed not
to have the backing of the law. One of the features of
George Adarns's enterprises was that at all times
they had credibility with the people contributing to
them. Even though they were outlawed, the
proprietors conducted them in a way that had the
confidence of punters, although that was not always
the case with some of their competitors. Even before
the operations became legal, the enterprise remained
in existence because of the standing it had built up
among its clientele.
After the death of George Adarns in the 19405 a
self-perpetuating private trust began operation,
initially out of Tasmania but with increasing links to
Melbourne and Sydney and then the head office was
transferred to Melbourne. Tattersalls continued to
have the same image and standing it had had during
the 19th century, namely, a continuous credible
operation with legislative backing and no
diminution of its returns to punters, which is not an
easy thing to achieve or maintain. 'That in an
abbreviated way encapsulates, but does not do
justice to, the struggles that Tattersalls engaged in. It
has proved to be a prosperous enterprise for its
beneficiaries.
The former Labor government recognised that
Tattersalls was -and still is -a credible
organisation in the eyes of the community. In
addition to its business enterprises it has undertaken
philanthropic activities. It continues to run as a
private organisation and from time to time trustees
are replaced.
When gaming machines were established in Victoria
the Auditor-General drew to the attention of the
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former Labor government the need for proper
accountability for gaming machine operations.
The former government indicated to Tattersalls
through public policy that it ought to have an
interest in the operation of gaming machines: firstly,
to ensure that the business enterprise did not suffer
as a result of the introduction of new gaming
activities, which have had a detrimental effect on
Tattslotto; secondly, because given its standing it
could enhance the credibility of the introduction of
gaming machines; thirdly, and just as importantly, it
would introduce competition into the operation of
gaming machines - in other words, if either the
Totalizator Agency Board (TAB) or Tattersalls had
had a monopoly, the timing, manner and quality of
the introduction of the machines would not have
been as good.
The former government considered that in a
situation where each operator had a 50 per cent
share of the market and the machines were allocated
on a 50 per cent basis between hotels and clubs,
there should at all times be pressure on both
Tattersalls and the TAB to obtain an adequate share
of the market. That has proved to be the case.
Tattersalls has performed well financially, as have
the venues that have installed its machines.
With the distribution of machines between hotels
and clubs, some hotels have benefited through a
virtual recapitalisation of their business as a result of
the installation of gaming machines. In turn, there
has been an expectation that Tattersalls will assist in
the development of the club industry in Victoria,
which is relatively undeveloped compared with the
hotel industry. In the order of 700 000 Victorians
visit hotels each week while only 200 000 visit clubs.
It would be of great benefit to sporting clubs in this
State, whether they be racing, football, tennis, cricket
or other sporting clubs, if Tattersalls and the TAB
were able to secure an adequate introduction of
gaming machines into existing clubs and into other
clubs, such as bowling and Returned and Services
League clubs. The opposition hopes that Tattersalls,
in addition to installing and managing gaming
machines, will also assist in the healthy
development of Victoria's club industry and help
provide access for the community to entertainment,
meals and drinks at reasonable prices, which is what
members of the community seek from clubs.

The Auditor-General made it clear in his advice that,
in view of TattersalIs' proposed ongoing role, there
ought to be improved accountability to Parliament
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in respect of its operation of gaming machines.
Proposed new sections 8 to 8E deal with the
expectations of the Auditor-General in respect of
statements of accounts and records and provide that
a promoter must furnish to the Treasurer at the time
and in the manner prescribed such statements and
returns as are prescribed relating to a range of
activities.
The opposition makes it clear in relation to proposed
new section 8C that the issues brought forward by
the coalition reflect both the advice of the
Auditor-General and current community
expectations of the operations of Tattersalls in
relation to gaming machines.
As a consequence of Tattersalls' standing in the
community and the fact that by being an operator of
gaming machines it will have an increased visible
presence, the question will ultimately arise as to
whether its image is enhanced by the continuation of
the trustee operation in its current form. In the first
instance, that is a matter for Tattersalls to resolve in
its own right. However, Tattersalls may wish to
have regard to the view held by the opposition that
in the future part of the equity of Tattersalls should
be listed as a public company so that individuals
and major investment institutions may have access
to part of that equity.
In considering the future of Tattersalls and its
enhanced stake in the community, there is nothing
wrong with it continuing as a trustee operation, but I
believe there will be an increasing expectation that at
least some part of the equity of such a successful
community organisation should become available in
the public domain.
I use as an example the recent purchase of 51 per
cent of the Loy Yang B power station by Mission
Energy. Mission Energy knows and understands
that, as the power station becomes a
revenue-earning asset, part of the equity in that
facility will be made accessible to the public. The
percentage to be made available is yet to be
determined and will require considered advice from
the stockbroking industry and financiers as well as
from the board of Mission Energy.
Mission Energy is of the view that it can enhance its
long-term presence and standing as an owner of Loy
Yang B for the future by allowing its employees, the
public and major financial institutions at some stage
to have access to part of its equity.
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I use the Mission Energy situation as an analogy.
The Tattersalls organisation has not stood still over
time. If it had it would not have prospered; but it
has been a huge commercial success and has served
the communities of Tasmania and Victoria and the
economy of Australia well in the past and will
continue to do so in the future. As such, it should
allow the public access to its equity.

tradition, particularly within Victoria and Tasmania.
The late George Adams certainly started something
when he made his first move, initially in Tasmania
and then later in Victoria at the invitation of the late
Sir Henry Bolte, to introduce the Tattersalls
sweepstakes. Since that time the Tattersalls
organisation has spread its activities to other forms
of gaming in an exciting manner.

Initially that should be a matter for the organisation
to consider. I do not believe that is currently part of
the philosophy of Tattersalls. Having read the
history of the organisation over the period 1881 to
1981 and since, it does not appear to me that it has
ever declared making equity in the organisation
available in the public domain to be part of its
philosophy. The trustees may have discussed that
issue in private but they certainly have not adopted
it as a public position.

Tattersalls has been a great revenue earner for the
government and a great source of entertainment for
the people. Its operations have been sound and it
.has practised keen standards of accountability
within the organisation.

I do not argue that the government should insist that
the total equity of the organisation should become
available to the public or that it should cease to
operate as a trustee operation. Nor would I argue
that the proposition that part of its equity should
become available to the public should be seen as a
sign that over time there will be an erosion of its
trustee equity base. However, I do argue that the
public image of Tattersalls would be enhanced if the
public had access to its equity.
Hon. B. E. Davidson interjected.
Hon. D. R. WHITE - As to investors, unlike
most Victorians, I am not an investor in any of
Tattersalls' activities. If Mr Davidson has been
unlucky in the past, I wish him well in the future.
The credibility of Tattersalls' operations is not in
question. In the short time Tattersalls has been
engaged in gaming machine operations it has done
nothing other than enhance its standing, as has the
TAB, in the manner in which gaming machines have
been introduced into Victoria.
The opposition does not oppose the measure. In
future the opposition will look closely at the
operations of Tattersalls with a view to determining
whether in shaping its business philosophy for the
21st century it will have regard to what I consider to
be an increasing public interest in the public having
a stake in Tattersalls. The opposition does not
oppose the Bill.
Hon. B. A. E. SKEGGS (Templestowe) Tattersalls is part of the colourful history of
Australiana. Taking a ticket in Tatts has been a great

This Bill amends the Tattersall Consultations Act
1958 and will ensure that annual reports of
Tattersalls consultations and soccer football pools
are made to Parliament. The Bill does not intend to
reflect on the operations of Tattersalls; it is in line
with the standards of accountability that modem
governments expect in such organisations.
The Bill follows the 1991 Auditor-General's report
into Tattersalls operations. It applies the same
standards of accountability that apply to the
Totalizator Agency Board, which is accountable to
the government for its betting and gaming
operations. Both Tattersalls and the TAB are in
competition and provide services through gaming
machine operations. It is important that both bodies
are accountable and are reviewed through the
Parliamentary process.
Tattersalls returned $300.2 million to the
government in 1992 and its operations are growing
all the time. The installation of gaming machines in
hotels and clubs has helped those operations to
grow. The dependence of the State on revenue from
gaming is continually increasing. Although some
people are concerned that modem government is
too dependent on the revenue from gaming
operations, that is the direction in which
governments in Australia and overseas appear to be
heading.
To date the gaming operations provided by the
Tattersalls organisation have been excellent. They
have been pacesetters and have given their natural
competitors, the TAB, keen competition in the
gaming machine industry. But this legislation will
create a sounder basis for understanding the extent
of Tattersalls operations, and the introduction of the
reporting process will project the future operations
of Tattersalls.
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Clause 4 provides that the 10 cent levy will not
apply to Tattersalls tickets issued in Victoria if the
ticket is sold outside Victoria. The provision is a
result of the operations of a gentleman selling tickets
through the Mail Service to island States. In those
cases the money is electronically transferred back to
Victoria. Those operations have been successful and
this legislation will cover them to ensure that they
come within the purview of the Victorian
government through the Tattersall consultations
reporting process.
Clause 5 sets out the record keeping, auditing and
reporting obligations of the promoters. It also
provides that financial statements be made to
Parliament. The powers of the Auditor-General are
clearly set out for the conduct of operations of the
Tattersalls organisation. Tattersalls has had a rare
monopoly in consultations in the State, which has
resulted in a privileged situation for its beneficiaries,
and the trustees and beneficiaries should have been
very happy with the returns they have received over
the years. The Leader of the Opposition
recommended that those opportunities should be
opened up for investment to the wider public. Of
course, today Tattersalls does not have a monopoly
on all operations as it is in competition with the TAB
in gaming machine operations; but, I am sure there
would be a rush of people to invest in Tattersalls if it
did open up its operations to public investment.
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Read second time.

Third reading
Hon. R. M. HALLAM (Minister for Regional
Development) - By leave, I move:
That this Bill be now read a third time.

I thank both honourable members who have spoken
on the Bill. Mr Skeggs obviously has great feeling for
the Tattersalls organisation. I thank Mr White for his
generous contribution and historical comments
about a great institution.
I also note Mr White's comments on the prospect of
the organisation being publicly floated at a future
time. Although as a Minister of the Crown I will not
comment on that option now, I believe his
suggestions are worthy of consideration. I thank
honourable members for their contributions and
support for the Bill.
Motion agreed to.
Read third time.

SUPERANNUATION (COMPLIANCE)
BILL
Second reading

The marketing skills of the Tattersalls organisation
have been of a high standard. They have set an
example for many organisations. Tattersalls
promotes its gaming activities in eXciting ways
through television and other forms of the media. The
investment in Tattersalls games is continually
increasing and there has been no levelling off of
public interest. Tattersalls continually comes up
with exciting new gaming ideas, which shows that it
is inventive and skilled in knowing what the public
wants.
Tattersalls meets a demand in the public and
provides diverse gaming opportunities. It has come
a long way from the days of a ticket in Tatts. Public
support will continue, particularly now that it is
becoming increasingly accountable to government. I
am sure that accountability is welcomed by the
Tattersalls organisation. The legislation recognises
that ongoing public confidence in gaming operations
in this State must include accountability to
Parliament and the people. I commend the Bill to the
House.
Motion agreed to.

Debate resumed from 21 May; motion of
Hon. R. M. HALLAM (Minister for Regional
Development).
Hon. D. R. WHITE (Doutta Galla) - On 7 April
the Minister for Finance, Mr Ian Smith, released an
options paper on public sector superannuation. At
that time he claimed there was an urgent need to
change the superannuation arrangements in this
State and foreshadowed that legislation covering
those options would be introduced in the autumn
session of Parliament and passed in May. The
Minister made it clear that the government was and still is - seriously considering two of those
options, to which the opposition is totally opposed.
They are: firstly, the removal of the indexation of
pensions that are being, and will be, paid to people
who have taken out superannuation; and, secondly,
the replacement of all State superannuation schemes
for existing members with a new superannuation
scheme that will provide a lower level of benefits for
new members and for members of the former
schemes.
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When the Minister made the announcement on
7 April the opposition made it clear that it was
totally opposed to the course of action the
government was taking. I advise the House today
that the opposition remains opposed to the
Minister's foreshadowing of the removal of the
indexation of pensions when Parliament resumes in
September this year, which is his intention.
The removal of the indexation arrangements
applying to superannuation is the most sensitive
issue facing any age group in the community. I will
provide the House with an example of the inequity
of the Minister's proposal to alter the current
superannuation arrangements. If the Minister's
proposal applied 17 years ago, a person who retired
on a pension of $300 a fortnight would still be
receiving $300 a fortnight. However under current
indexation arrangements that person would receive
$900 a fortnight. That is an indication of the serious
impact of the Minister's proposal. The Minister said
he will ensure that the capital sum will be
maintained. The absence of consumer price index
adjustments in the first few months would have
little impact on the amount of $300 a fortnight, but
over 17 years the impact would be dramatic.
As people age, not only do they become more
dependent on social security but they also become a
b»rden on either their spouses or surviving
children - and that is not the nature of the contract
that they entered into. Public servants who will be
placed in the Minister's poverty net joined the Public
Service in the 1940s, 1950s and 1960s on the
understanding that although their remuneration as
policemen, nurses, members of the fire brigade or as
clerical assistants might not be as high as that
provided in the private sector, part of their total
employment package comprised the security of
tenure and the level of superannuation benefits. That
arrangement is absolutely crucial to all public
servants, but particularly to those who were
attracted to emergency services or the Police Force at
the age of 20 years. They knew that in most cases
they would no longer be able to perform the
functions by the time they were 50 years of age, and
that at that age or shortly thereafter they could retire
with the clear understanding that in their retirement
they would not face financial difficulty because their
pensions would be indexed. Those people knew the
employment contracts they entered into had the
indexation of their pensions built into them. If those
people were reduced to the entitlements that the
Minister is proposing and they retired on $300 a
fortnight, some 17 years later they would still be on
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$300 a fortnight when they could require a
minimum of $900 a fortnight to survive.

The Minister's proposal will create a transfer of the
burden. Although the capacity of people to
withstand such financial difficulties may be
reasonable when they are 55 or 60 years of age, 17
years after they have retired they will be in their 70s.
If they still have their health and faculties when they
are over 85 years, if they are males, or 90 years if
they are females, they will consider themselves to be
extremely fortunate. The Minister's proposal is that
as people age and become more dependent on their
families, rather than less dependent, he will impose
this financial burden on them.
I make it clear to the House that the Minister's
postponement of the measure is not an indication of
goodwill or justice on his part because it is still
hanging over every superannuant in the State.
Recently I attended two meetings to discuss this
important issue. The first meeting in Bendigo was a
public forum attended by 1500 people. It was not
difficult to get unanimous support for anything the
opposition had to say on superannuation. The
second meeting was with a much smaller group at
Frankston College of TAFE. The 60 people present
could be evenly divided into two constituencies. The
first group of about 30 people were active members
of the work force - they were responsible for
training our primary school teachers. They were
between'45 and 60 years and were contemplating
retirement over the next 15 years. One would not
describe them as being demonstrably Liberal,
National or Labor voters.
The second group of about 30 people were
well-dressed, seemingly prosperous retirees from
the MOrnington Peninsula. They were an
independent and separate group from the teachers
who had come to the public meeting to find out
more about the superannuation proposals. Mrs Sue
Wilding, on behalf of the Liberal Party, addressed
the meeting. After I spoke, the chairman put two
motions on superannuation to the meeting. I had
had no previous contact with those people. They
were not obvious members of the Labor Party, the
trade union movement or any other political group.
The motions put to the meeting were passed
unanimously and unequivocally in opposition to the
proposals put forward by the Minister for Finance.

It is up to Mrs Wilding to indicate her views about
the character and nature of the meeting, and they
can be passed back to the Minister for Regional
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Development and the Minister for Finance. Let me
make my observation clear: nowhere in the
community among the police, the fire brigade, the
teachers, the clerical public servants, their spouses,
their relatives, their children, on whom they would
become a financial burden, the 400 000 people
directly affected by the proposed legislation or any
other section of the community, is there any political
or logical support for the proposition of the Minister
for Finance. The contrary is the case.
Consequently the opposition will be campaigning
over the next few months - and it looks forward to
doing so publicly with members of the coalition in
any public forum it chooses. I will be speaking at a
public rally in the lower hall of the Melbourne Town
Hall in conjunction with members of the trade union
movement on 2 June at 1 p.m. and would welcome
any contribution from the government. The reality
of the situation is that the Minister's proposition still
remains alive and it is of considerable concern and
alarm to the community.
Let us consider the economics of the proposition put
by the Minister for Finance in his options paper. The
opposition has made its position clear. In the
Treasurer's statement on superannuation he makes
it clear how a balance in the current account can be
achieved. In the Treasurer's statement of 6 April
tables 1.7 and 1.11 outline the superannuation
expenditure over the next three years.
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paper; he has failed before the State Industrial
Relations Commission and he will continue to fail. It
is likely, if not probable, that the Federal Insurance
Commissioner, Mr Pooley, would see an attempt to
reduce or remove the indexation of pensions as a
contravention of the superannuation guidelines. If
that is the case, the Federal Treasurer would be
likely to change the tax exempt status of some of the
schemes and to change the incidence of taxation
from 15 per cent to 39 per cent, which would
effectively prohibit the Minister from pursuing his
indexation arrangements.
Hon. R. M. Hallam - All of which is very
interesting, but it has nothing to do with the Bill.
Hon. D. R. WHITE - The Minister for Regional
Development can put one of two points of view. The
major issue in the community today remains the
options paper presented by the government on
7 April with his support. The Minister for Finance
said that further to that paper legislation would be
introduced and passed this session because it was
necessary for the financial arrangements of this
State - not a word from the coalition by way of
explanation as to why that course of action has not
been proceeded with. And the same fears will occur
for all the retirees throughout June, July and August.
No attempt has been made to indicate that the action
the government is pursuing is going to proceed.
On the second last day of this session, this remains

In table 1.7 the Treasurer illustrates the impact of the
superannuation payments on unchanged policy; in
table 1.11 he points to the changes that needed to be
made to bring the current account back into balance.
Superannuation expenditure would remain the
same.
The opposition is not saying that superannuation is
not going to increase as an unfunded liability with
the introduction of more people into superannuation
schemes; it is not saying that it is not going to
increase as a proportion of the current account. The
opposition is saying that there is a limit to the
measures that can be taken to deal with that
problem to be consistent with Federal government
policy and with the equity of current members of
superannuation schemes.
It is clear that the Minister for Finance has not

proceeded with the legislation because he has failed
absolutely in his discussions with the members of
the funds and their representatives, and the
members of the trade unions, to reach any
negotiated settlement on any part of the options

the only opportunity in this House prior to the
commencement of the spring session for the
implementation of the options paper and the
removal of superannuation rights. This is a
substantial debate about superannuation.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM (Minister for Regional
Development) - Mr President, on a point of order, I
have listened carefully to what Mr White has said,
and he has talked about general issues that go way
beyond anything that could be drawn into the
debate on this Bill. I invite you, Mr President, to call
Mr White back to the Bill.
Hon. D. R. WHITE (Doutta Galla) - On the
point of order, Mc President, if it is reasonable for
the Minister for Finance during his second-reading
speech to talk about the options paper and the
nature of the consultation that is supposed to occur
between now and August, and if it is reasonable for
him to talk about the legislation that is going to be
foreshadowed in the spring session and why those
changes are going to occur, and if it is reasonable for
him to talk about the merits of the options paper, it
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is ll'easonable for the opposition to respond to those
matters. It is relevant to superannuation and this
delbate.

support for his propositions. The Minister did not
feel at home, whereas one would expect he might
feel at home among police.

The PRESIDENT - Order! The nature of this
measure is very limited. The purpose of the Act is to
make provision for the superannuation guarantee of
certain funds and it then proceeds to do that.
However, I give the same ruling that I gave in
relation to the State Deficit Levy (Amendment) Bill:
that the lead speaker is entitled to a fair degree of
lamtude in view of the comments made by the
Minister in his second-reading speech. Other
speakers, though, I will constrain - if there are
other speakers - to confine themselves more strictly
to the Bill, but I do not uphold the point of order.

What was the response of the police? They treated
him civilly -he was fortunate -they heard him,
but made it clear that he has no support and will not
have support if he continues with either of the two
changes.

Hon. D. R. WHITE - Mr President, I thank you
for your ruling because it is clear that the Minister
for Finance is talking about a number of
fundamental policy issues in his second-reading
speech that will be the subject of consideration when
the House rises. The Minister is talking about the
method of consultation he is going to undertake and
the relationship that will have with the State
Industrial Relations Commission, and the
discussions he will have with representatives of the
funds, and in turn their representatives, from time to
time, within the trade union movement.
The opposition sends this message to every
Victorian and every retired member of the Public
Service and every existing public servant and
anyone contemplating entering the public sector: the
opposition is on your side in opposing what the
coalition is doing to your superannuation.
The opposition makes it absolutely clear to all
parties that during the course of June, July and
August it will be campaigning publicly to change
the government's intention and to prevent it from
proceeding with its superannuation proposals.
There is not one member of the Public Service,
whether police officers, nurses, attendants in
Parliament House, clerical assistants, male or female,
who has not told us that they are expecting support
in their campaign; whether they are members of
trade unions or not.
It is interesting that the Victoria Police Association,
which is affiliated with the Trades Hall Council, has
joined the THC in that campaign. The Minister for
Finance addressed members of the association at Sir
Dallas Brooks Hall on the question of
superannuation with no success, and received no

The opposition expects the Minister to have some
negotiating authority in the Cabinet, but there has
been a degree of ambiguity about that. We also
expect that he will pursue negotiations with the
affected parties under the auspices of the Industrial
Relations Commission, as we expect he will have
negotiations which bear some relationship to the
Federal policy guidelines on tax arrangements for
existing superannuation funds. We expect that, but
have no assurance he will meet all of the retired
members associations that represent the funds
affected by this contemplated legislation. Will the
Minister for Finance be prepared to attend or send
representatives to major public meetings, and will
he continue to talk with the THC negotiating
committee that to date has wiped the floor with
him? That is why this legislation has been
introduced and not the other legislation that the
Minister proposed to introduce on 7 April; that is, an
industrial negotiation, not a political negotiation: we
have not had the political negotiation yet.
Equity is foremost in people's minds. The
government does not understand the issue of equity,
and neither does the Minister for Local Government,
who is responsible for WorkCover. When it comes to
WorkCover he understands the financial impact on
the employer. If that were the only issue we would
not have a WorkCover scheme. It was brought into
being with the intention of providing a benefit to the
injured worker, and on no occasion does the
Minister speak with any authority, conviction or
command about what WorkCover is doing for the
injured worker.
Similarly, the Minister has shown no understanding
or comprehension of the issues of equity associated
with the State deficit levy. However, to increase the
magnitude one turns to superannuation. If the
Minister for Local Government does not understand
the issues of equity associated with WorkCover or
the State deficit levy, how will he .understand the
issues of equity with respect to superannuation on
behalf of the coalition in this place?
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We fear that the retired members and the existing
members of the scheme will not get a reasonable
hearing from any of the members in this place on
grounds of equity. If a person is a retired member of
a superannuation scheme it is as a consequence of
having entered into an employment contract, which
included an expectation of indexation of the penSion.
Hon. J. V. C. Guest - It is not equity; it is
honesty one is talking about.
Hon. D. R. WHITE - Let me ask Mr Guest a
question, now that he has entered the debate,
because he has had a longstanding interest in
superannuation. There is a retired Parliamentary
members fund which has a president. The president
of that fund is a person well known to Mr Guest: a
former Premier of Victoria, Mr Lindsay Thompson.
In conjunction with the secretary of the retired
members fund, Mr Ramsay, he is putting a case to
the Minister for Finance in the name of justice for his
members. What he has asked for is a continuation of
the indexation arrangements for retired
Parliamentary members. I ask Mr Guest: has he that
right?
Hon. J. V. C. Guest - Yes.
Hon. D. R. WHITE - There we go, we have the
silver option on the table; the retired members and
the soon-to-be-retired members talking about social
justice. I knew the opposition would be interested;
self-interest always brings it out. We talk about the
police - not a word; we talk about the ambulance
drivers - not a word; we talk about the
teachers ~ot a word, but when we talk about the
Parliamentarians, in they come!
Hon. J. V. C. GUEST (Monash) -On a point of
order, Mr President, I object to the imputation
Mr White has cast on me. I was the person who
interjected, and Mr White suggested that interest
was aroused because of members of Parliament who
are retired or are about to retire at some stage, and
he drew an imputation that I raised a question of
honesty or that I am personally interested in the
matter. I have no personal interest if one takes a
lump sum.
The PRESIDENT - Order! It was difficult to
particularise the comments made by Mr White to
particular members. I shall take that as a personal
explanation.
Hon. D. R. WHITE (Doutta Galla) - I make it
clear that I am not reflecting on Mr Guest as an
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individual, and I do not intend to do so; what I am
saying is that all coalition members in this House
have indicated that the former Premier of Victoria,
Mr Thompson, has the right to argue a case for the
retention of indexation of superannuation. He has
that right on behalf of the members. In that respect,
for the first time we have heard a breakthrough on
the coalition's views about the 7 April option. We
have not heard a similar view expressed by the
coalition about any other interest group. What I said
at the Bendigo public meeting was that the former
Premier of Victoria had the right and responsibility
to pursue the interests of his members with the
Minister for Finance and that the case I was putting
for the continuation of indexation was a just case.
Every one of the 1500 members at that meeting had
a similar view.
Hon. R. A. Best - No way were there 1500.
Hon. D. R. WHITE - You were not there. The
next time I am in Bendigo to address a public
meeting on superannuation, I will be happy to
debate the matter with you.
The former Premier's argument on behalf of his
members is a legitimate response to the 7 April
options paper presented by the Minister for Finance.
All those who attended the public meetings in
Bendigo and Frankston agreed with the arguments
put by Mr Thompson, and in agreeing they were
saying something else. If it is legitimate for retired
members of Parliament to argue for the continued
indexation of pensions, it is legitimate for members
of the Police Force to argue the same case.
Secondly, they are also entitled to argue that there
should not be one scheme for existing members and
another scheme for retired members. The Victorian
public is saying that if it is legitimate for those
groups to pursue the continued indexation of
pensions, every other interest group should be
treated the same way. There should not be one rule
for retired Parliamentarians and another rule for
members of the Police Force, teachers and members
of other associations.

If the former Premier stitches up a deal for retired
members, that should be passed on to every member
of the public; otherwise we will end up with a
silver-service double standard.
Hon. Rosemary Varty - That is an absolutely
fatuous argument.
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Hon. D. R. WHITE - As the Parliamentary
Secretary of the Cabinet, Mrs Varty will have the
opportunity to tell the House that if Mr Thompson is
right - and we say he is - the government will not
pursue that option.
Hon. Rosemary Varty - It's a fatuous argument.
Hon. D. R. WHITE - Are you saying it's not on
the table? I refer to the Minister's second-reading
speech - the option is still on the table.
Hon. Rosemary Varty - You're assuming
decisions have been made.
Hon. D. R. WHITE - The option is still on the
table. It is clear that the president of the retired
Parliamentarians superannuation scheme has
received favoured treatment. He has been given
access to Mr Smith, which representatives of other
retired members associations have not been given.
The treatment Mr Thompson has received is very
different from the way the Trades Hall negotiating
team has been treated.
Hon. Rosemary Varty - What Trades Hall
negotiating team?
Hon. D. R. WHITE - The Parliamentary
Secretary of the Cabinet is asking what negotiations
have occurred.
Hon. Rosemary Varty interjected.
Hon. D. R. WHITE - The Assistant Secretary of
the Trades Hall Council, Brian Boyd, and a
representative of the Australian Services Union,
Mr Tony Toohey, are the lead negotiators for the
Trades Hall negotiating team. If Mrs Varty had been
in the Chamber earlier she would have heard me say
that I have been invited to attend a public meeting in
the Melbourne Town Hall on 2 June. I shall be
present, and I look forward to Mrs Varty attending
as well.
As the shadow Minister for Finance I have been
briefed on the discussions the Trades Hall
negotiating team has had with the Minister for
Finance at the Industrial Relations Commission and
with Commonwealth government representatives in
Canberra. As a result I know why the Chamber is
debating this Bill rather than the Bill the Minister
intended to introduce. That is because each time he
and the Trades Hall negotiating team have appeared
before the Industrial Relations Commission, the
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Minister has failed to win the argument on
superannuation. He has been creamed each time.
What is clear, and what needs to be placed on the
record, is that in the negotiations to date
Mr Thompson is well ahead of the pack when
compared with the Police Force, who will come next,
and the other Trades Hall groups. That is the batting
order for the negotiations; and if one group stitches
up a deal, it should be a matter of one in, all in. The
opposition believes there should not be one set of
conditions for one group and a different set of
conditions for the others.
There is no justification at all in allowing the 7 April
options paper to remain on the table. The earlier
Stockdale options paper makes it clear that in order
to bring the current account into balance there need
be no change in the existing expenditure
arrangements.
The opposition believes the superannuation schemes
proposed by the Minister for Finance may be in
contravention of Federal Treasury taxation
arrangements, which means that they may be taxed
at the rate of 39 per cent instead of 15 per cent, and
makes it dear that it is totally inequitable to allow
those options to remain on the table during the
negotiations between the Trades Hall Council and
the coalition.
Proposals that will allow new members of existing
superannuation schemes to be treated differently
from existing members are not worthy of
consideration, and the establishment of new
schemes for existing members and the modification
or removal of automatic indexation cannot be
condoned. For those reasons the opposition places
on the record its grave concern about the political
settings underlying negotiations on superannuation
over the next three months.
The Bill deals with Commonwealth government
compliance arrangements, which have the support
of all the parties involved; therefore the opposition
will not oppose it. But the changes to
superannuation schemes foreshadowed on 7 April
by the Minister for Finance, which will affect all
Victorians, including members of both Houses, will
be resisted by the opposition in every public forum,
especially any attempt to remove the indexation of
pensions or to reduce the benefits .of members of
existing superannuation schemes. All sections of the
community support the opposition's position.
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Hon. G. R. CRAIGE (Central Highlands) - I
remind the Chamber that the objective of the Bill is
to ensure compliance with Commonwealth
superannuation legislation. The Bill deals with
issues of equity, particularly in Part 3, which
concerns the Superannuation (Portability) Act. That
honours an agreement reached between the Minister
for Public Transport in the other place and the
transport unions in respect of Public Transport
Corporation employees transferring to the National
Rail Corporation. I can already hear the objections
from the opposition. Another milestone has been
reached by sensible negotiation with the trade union
movement in the public transport sector.
The negotiations to transfer the superannuation
benefits of certain employees in the Public Transport
Corporation to the National Rail Corporation have
been going on for many years, yet it has taken the
coalition government, after a short period, to
recognise the equity in the claims of those
employees.
The failed former Labor government did not look
after its mates in the transport sector. The Minister
for Public Transport and the unions in the transport
sector have looked to the future.
The amendment to the Superannuation (Portability)
Act will allow public sector employees to take up
employment with other public sector organisations
either interstate or with the Commonwealth
government by allowing deferment of accrued
superannuation benefits so their current benefits will
be payable either on retirement or on disability.
The amendment will overcome many of the
difficulties experienced by public sector employees
wishing to transfer to the National Rail Corporation.
One cannot underestimate the Significance the
corporation will have on transport infrastructure
throughout Australia. The amendment will ensure
the future smooth handling of interstate rail freight
opera tions.
Employees of the Public Transport Corporation who
accept employment within the National Rail
Corporation are not eligible for redundancy
payments by the Public Transport Corporation. The
employees who wish to transfer to the national body
would have lost a Significant component of their
superannuation benefits; the amendment will rectify
that problem.
The transfer of employees of the Public Transport
Corporation to the National Rail Corporation
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commenced on 2 May this year, when the control of
the South Dynon freight terminal was passed to the
National Rail Corporation. So far, 24 Public
Transport Corporation employees have accepted
employment in the National Rail Corporation. These
employees have been granted three months leave
without pay from the Public Transport Corporation
during the transitional period. That is a short-term
solution to protect their entitlements; the alternative,
to have made no such arrangement, would have led
to prolonged industrial disruption.
The National Rail Corporation has the capacity to
accept a further 176 employees from the Public
Transport Corporation when it is fully operational.
The future capacity of the National Rail Corporation
would have been placed in jeopardy if the
government had not acted to amend the
Superannuation (Portability) Act. It may have led to
the loss of customers, dissatisfaction with the
service, and a move away from freight transport.
Although industrial action cannot be condoned, the
government takes on board concerns of the
employees to protect their superannuation, which is
a significant issue for all public sector employees.
In conclusion, the transport unions should be
commended for their preparedness to accept a
solution to the problem. They raised the issue with
the government in the first instance because they
wanted to protect the interests of their members. The
amendment to the Superannuation (Portability) Act
saves unnecessary costs for Victorian taxpayers
through excessive redundancy payments. It is a
sensible agreement. I support the concept of the Bill.

Hon. J. V. C. GUEST (Monash) -It is
reprehensible of Mr White to suggest that former
members of Parliament might be treated better than
public servants or other people within the public
sector in relation to superannuation. The coalition
would not stand for that. It is also reprehensible for
him to create apprehension within the Public Service
and the public sector generally by suggesting that
the government will abolish the indexation of
existing pensions and the future entitlements to that
benefit by public sector employees.
As Mr White knows, interest in superannuation goes
back to 1976 when the emerging problems of
superannuation first became apparent. Mr White
may not be aware that I wrote some parts of the
principles section of the Victorian Liberal Party
platform, which stood for approximately six years
from 1977. Those principles made clear that
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governments were bound by the ordinary rules of
honesty and that when they deliberately fostered the
expectations of public sector employees or anyone
else they should not disappoint those expectations.
Those principles are still sound and Mr White
should cease to create the fear in the ranks of public
servants, teachers and other public sector employees
that the coalition might dishonour them.
The indexation rate which is assumed in the option
paper referred to by Mr White, and which gives rise
to the figure of $5 billion as the possible savings
from the abolition of indexation in diminution of a
total $19 billion unfunded liabilities, is based on a
4 per cent inflation rate.
I invite members of the opposition to put themselves
in the position of the Minister for Finance who has to
go into the party room and say, "Someone retiring at
age 55 on $30 000 a year will have a pension at the
age of 73 worth only $15 000 a year, and by the age
of 90 it will be worth only $7500 a year". The
coalition parties comprise politicians who are
elected by the people; they have the ordinary
concerns common to all of us about retirement and
the honesty of the treatment then received.
Coalition members not only have an ethical position
on the matter, but we are not idiots when it comes to
our electoral self-interest and our long-term
reputations. It is not plaUSible that abandoning
indexation of pensions already earned should be on
the cards; it is not possible ethically or politically. I
felt it was necessary to put that matter to rest.
The only serious option for greatly reducing the
unfunded liabilities of the public sector
superannuation system is the one the former
government reprehensibly and inexcusably failed to
take up over the past 10 years, that is, essentially to
buy out with capital sums the pension rights and the
potential pension rights of people who would
voluntarily surrender them. The taxation situation
for that course of action is now worse; it would be
harder to achieve now than it would have been 10
years ago. Furthermore the number of people who
have already had given away to them what would
otherwise have been offered as part of a deal has
greatly increased. The incentives are not there. To
add to the problem, more people are now in public
sector superannuation schemes. The former
government threw away a lot of the opportunities.
The purchase by the government of pension rights
still remains the only serious option for reducing the
existing unfunded liabilities of people whose rights
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are accrued in the sense that they have already
earned that part of the remuneration package.
I wish to make sure it is on the record that there will
be no justification for a scare campaign being run in
the next few months until any further plans of the
government are made known.
The PRESIDENT - Order! I am of the opinion
tha t the second and third readings of this Bill require
to be passed by an absolute majority. As there is not
an absolute majority of the members of the House
present, I ask the Clerk to ring the bells.
Bells rung.
Members having assembled in Chamber:
The PRESIDENT - Order! So that I may be
satisfied that an absolute majority exists, I ask
honourable members supporting the Bill to rise in
their places.
Required number of members having risen:
Motion agreed to by absolute majority.
Read second time; by leave, proceeded to third
reading.

Third reading
The PRESIDENT - Order! I ask honourable
members supporting the Bill to rise in their places.
Required number of members having risen:
Motion agreed to by absolute majority.
Read third time.

RACING (AMENDMENT) BILL
Second reading
Debate resumed from 21 May; motion of
Hon. W. R. BAXTER (Minister for Roads and
Ports).
Hon. B. E. DAVIDSON (Chelsea) - The
opposition supports the Bill, but it has a number of
concerns that should be placed on the record. In the
main the changes that arise from the Bill are
necessary and welcome reforms; however, it is
probably time the Racing Act in toto was revisited,
reviewed and rewritten, notwithstanding its historic
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nature. We still rely heavily on the 1871 Act, and it
must be said that with the advent of electronic
gaming machines, Tabaret, the planned casino, keno
and the upgrading of the Totalizator Agency Board
it is probably a convenient time to establish an
in-depth review of all aspects of the gaming
industry. The old Act is now very limited in its
relevance to the new concepts.
The relevant sections of the Act result from a series
of addenda over the years. The present situation
with no fewer than three Ministries with fingers in
the pie is overdue for streamlining. I look forward to
an early commencement of such a process.
Victoria is very much the beneficiary of the gaming
industry, not the least important aspect being that
about 30 000 Victorians are directly employed in the
racing industry alone. With the emergence of
gaming machines in Victoria, who knows how large
the employment may become in the total industry?
Victorians also derive major benefits from the
government's $160 million return each year from the
TAB.
The Bill contains several aspects, including: the
restructuring of the Harness Racing Board and the
TAB; amendments to the principal Act; the proposal
to establish a new Tabaret at a Bendigo site; the
allowance of race meetings to be conducted on
certain public holidays - all of which by and large
the opposition agrees with.
The President of the Harness Racing Board is highly
regarded throughout Australia. Although racing and harness racing, for that matter -is not a major
interest of mine, I have had a number of
conversations with the late Jim Williams, who was
the union representative on the Harness Racing
Board. Those conversations left me in no doubt as to
the dedication and commitment of the board as a
whole. All the board members worked hard and had
the interests of harness racing at heart.
The opposition is not too sure why or how the
Harness Racing Board is to be restructured; nothing
of substance was said in the Minister's
second-reading speech. Despite opposition members
raising the matter in debate, the Minister, in reply to
the second-reading debate, either chose not to
address the matter or the government was still
finalising what it wanted to do with the board.
I have no difficulty whatsoever with the
government's stated intention to add to the board
expertise in marketing and finance. As a person who
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spent probably two to three years as a Ministerial
adviser on health matters, I was involved in the
consideration of the composition of hospital boards,
on which certain groups tended to predominate. The
government often found that it was good to get
members with financial expertise on the board. The
government widened the net of expertise on boards.
Wherever that was done, almost immediately there
was a reduction in financial overruns, which was
beneficial.
Although the knowledge pool on individual boards
is being increased, the opposition would like to be
absolutely certain that that will not be totally at the
expense of members of the Harness Racing Board.
They have experience in all aspects of harness
racing. The opposition is happy enough to see
changes, but it wants to see a blending and balance
of members so that the Harness Racing Board does
not end up comprising one person who knows about
harness racing and others who know nothing of it. I
am sure the government does not intend to do that,
but the opposition wants ,to put on record that view.
Notwithstanding that the term of office of existing
members of the Totalizator Agency Board will
expire on 31 May, the opposition feels that the
government should have waited for the report on
the review of the State Owned Enterprises Act,
which would have recommended options for the
TAB to be operated on a more commercial basis. A
simple Governor in Council order could have been
made to extend the current terms of the existing
board until the government was in a position to use
the recommendations of the review.
I do not accept the Minister's argument that there
was no time to wait for the report. Over the past
32 years the TAB has served Victorians well. The
least the government could have done was await the
outcome of the review and thus base its restructure
on all the available information. If the government
does not do that, there is probably not much point
having a review at all. Although the opposition does
not oppose the restructuring and reorganisation in
general, without the review findings the government
Simply is not able to judge adequately whether the
proposed restructure will be appropriate or
reasonable. The opposition hopes it will be.
The opposition is not opposing the Bill. The
amendment to the principal Act concerns a
reduction in totalisator commissions for win and
place bets from 15 per cent to 14.25 per cent. I
understand that that will be to the benefit of punters.
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Hon. W. R. Baxter - Hear, hear!
Hon. B. E. DAVIDSON - The response was the
same when I discussed this with Tattersalls. I
thought punters should be looked after, but I failed
to receive a phone call saying that I did not need to
work any more - that is incredibly restricting on
the life I want to lead.
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there is no alternative working day provided as a
public holiday. I understand that applies only to
Australia Day and Boxing Day. The measure is
supported by the racing industry and, therefore, the
opposition supports the amendment. Although the
opposition has some concerns and has placed those
on record, it supports the Bill.
Hon. R. A. BEST (North Western) - I thank

Generally I am not opposed to punters getting a
better deal; nor do I oppose the TAB being
competitive with boards of other States. But I am
concerned that the reduction will lead to a reduction
in payments to the Hospitals and Charities Fund. I
understand that the government is advised that the
reduction will be offset by higher turnover at the
TAB because of a return of punters who play the
margins between States. The government believes
that, when the margins are made more competitive,
turnover will increase to the degree that the
Hospitals and Charities Fund need not worry too
much. The opposition wants that to be monitored
closely to ensure that that is the case.
The opposition supports the provision. However, I
sound a warning: the advent of gaming machines,
the proposed casino and other changes to gambling
increase the opportunity for people to gamble. It
may well be that turnover at the TAB will not
increase to any marked degree. I hope the Hospitals
and Charities Fund will not suffer as a result.
A third site is proposed for a Tabaret, the All
Seasons Motor Inn at Bendigo. The opposition
believes that proposal is broadly in line with what
the former Labor government intended, that is, to
establish a number of provincial Tabarets. The
opposition finds no fault with that.
At one stage I was keen for a Tabaret to be situated
in Frankston, and a venue with Tabaret machines
has been established. I would have liked to see one
at Phillip Island to take advantage of the tourist
potential. If there were a Tabaret there, perhaps the
busloads of tourists would not leave the island after
a day trip; they could stay at hotels and have a good
time after watching the penguins. They could shell
out a few dollars on a few mild amusements Tabaret or some boutique casino would be a good
idea. The opposition has no problems with the
provisions of the Bill dealing with the Tabaret at
Bendigo.
The amendment provides for Sunday racing when a
public holiday falls on a Saturday or Sunday,
allowing racing clubs to conduct meetings when

Mr Davidson for his support of the Racing

(Amendment) Bill. The Bill has six main purposes: to
provide for the establishment of a Tabaret at
Bendigo; to restructure the Harness Racing Board; to
restructure the membership of the Totalizator
Agency Board; to extend the term of appointment of
the Executive Director of the Greyhound Racing
Control Board; to amend provisions relating to
totalisator commission deductions by reducing
commission on win and place bets from 15 per cent
to 14.25 per cent; and to provide for Sunday racing
when a public holiday falls on a Saturday or Sunday.
I welcome Mr Davidson's support of the Tabaret at
Bendigo. There are two other Tabaret venues: one at
Rialto in Collins Street and another at Ballarat.
During debate on the establishment of the Ballarat
Tabaret, other regional centres were identified for
the establishment of Tabarets: Bendigo, Latrobe
Valley and Geelong. At that stage Bendigo was the
only Tabaret at the design stage, so it is the only one
being accommodated under the Racing
(Amendment) Bill.
The Bill gives a different percentage of return to
investors and to punters. A five-year sunset clause in
the Bill limits the extent to which the operation will
be under the Racing Act, but it gives stability for
investors to recoup some of the money they have
invested in the project.
This $4 million project is vital for Bendigo and
comes at an opportune time because it will provide
investment dollars in the Bendigo economy and
much-needed employment opportunities with some
40 jobs being generated. It will also complement the
All Seasons Motor Inn complex as a convention
centre. Mr Davidson pointed out the attributes of
Phillip Island and what a Tabaret might have done
down there, and I assure him that we are conscious
of the role the All Seasons Motor Inn plays in the
Bendigo economy as a convention centre. The
Tabaret project will not only be a valuable addition
to the convention centre but will also provide a
venue for people who wish to play gaming
machines and avail themselves of other betting
opportunities that are available through Tabaret.
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One of the people involved in the invesbnent is a
Mr Rick Killian, an avid golfing fan and a golfer in
his own right. Recently he was successful in winning
the Yumbuna Cup, an important golfing event in the
Bendigo region.

The TAB is a significant business that needs
qualified business experience for its operation. Its
board needs to understand and appreciate the role
of the people involved in the greyhound, harness
racing and thoroughbred racing industries.

The Harness Racing Board will be restructured. I
declare a pecuniary interest because I still own a
brood mare that is not producing foals at the
moment but that's an issue for another day. The
restructure of the Harness Racing Board is being
welcomed by the industry.

The TAB achieved 13 per cent growth last year and
it is incumbent on the new board to ensure that
increased growth and activity is a reality. It is also
important to appreciate the future role that gaming
machines will play in the growth of the TAB.

Recently the Minister for Sport, Recreation and
Racing visited Bendigo and had discussions with
members of the Bendigo Harness Racing Club who
were able not only to show him the successful
training complex and school at Bendigo but also to
outline to the Minister the direction they believe
harness racing should take. I am sure my colleague
Mr Skeggs will expand on that shortly.
The restructuring of the TAB comes at a vital time
for the industry, and it is important to relate to the
House some of the statistics on the TAB turnover. It
is a big business by any standards. The turnover for
1991-92 was $2.64 billion - a record. I must admit
some of it was mine! Offcourse betting accounted for
some $2107 million and oncourse betting accounted
for $247 million. The Rialto Tabaret contributed
$280 million and the gaming machine network,
which is only in its infancy, contributed $8.3 million.
During the whole period of its operation the TAB
has donated to the Hospitals and Charities Fund
some $1.2 billion. By any standards the TAB is a
Significant business. It has some 595 agencies and
Pub tabs, 395 permanent staff and 1923 casual staff.
Mr Davidson mentioned his father who I believe is
an invalid and who still enjoys a punt on the TAB.
The TAB has some 23 000 telephone accounts and
some 25 million betting calls a year pass through
that operation.
The outgoing Chairman of the TAB said that the
TAB had outgrown its ability to operate at its
optimum level without structural changes. It is
therefore appropriate to make changes that address
the problems the TAB has experienced over recent
years as identified by the various inquiries and
reports that have been undertaken. I know the
changes are welcomed by the various people
associated with the racing industry because a
restructured board will represent adequately the
interests of all racing codes.

Other issues are also important, but I am conscious
of the time constraints on the debate. Totalisator
commission deductions reduce commission rates
from 15 per cent to 14.25 per cent. That reduction is
to be shared between racing clubs and the
government. Professional punters play a big role in
the turnover of the TAB. They carefully study
dividends and play the different agencies against
one another to achieve the best return on their
invesbnent. Because of the vast sums that are turned
over each race day by professional punters, even
country racing clubs have special rooms and
facilities available so that these punters can have
access to the TAB.
The final point is the additional Sunday race
meetings, which will avoid the loss of a
metropolitan race meeting when a public holiday
falls on a Saturday or a Sunday. That refers
specifically to Australia Day and Boxing Day.
I am pleased the opposition joins with the
government in endorsing what are Significant but
necessary changes to the board of the TAB and to the
Harness Racing Board, and I should like to place on
record my appreciation of the role the Harness
Racing Board has played previously. Although there
is a reduction in the number of people on the
Harness Racing Board some of the existing members
should still have a place on the board because their
contribution to the harness racing industry has been
outstanding. One need only refer to the way the
successful Inter Dominion series was run here in
1992.
I have pleasure in supporting the Racing
(Amendment) Bill. I am associated with the industry
and I enjoy participating in it. I welcome the support
of the opposition for this Bill.
Hon. B. A. E. SKEGGS (Templestowe) - This
Bill has the potential for far-reaching consequences
for the racing industry. I declare my interest in
harness racing as President of the Cranboume
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Harness Racing Club, as honorary public relations
director for both the Australian Harness Racing
Council and the Inter Dominion Harness Racing
Council, and as a member of the executive of the
Association of Victorian Country Harness Racing
Clubs.
This Bill restructures both the Totalizator Agency
Board and the Harness Racing Board. In each case it
removes direct representation from the industry and
replaces it with boards appointed by the Minister
through the Governor in Council. Most modern
boards have increasingly moved away from direct
representation of various industrial and sectional
interests. However, it is important to reflect on the
role that some of those sectional interests have
played on the Harness Racing Board, especially the
part that country clubs and the Metropolitan and
Country Trotting Association have played in
harness racing overall.
Harness racing had its origin at country fairs in the
United States of America and it had a similar rural
origin in Australia. The country clubs formed the
foundation for harness racing in this country. I have
always described harness racing as a country sport
come to the city, because that was the tradition of
harness racing in the United States and Australia.
The horses have been mostly bred and trained in
country areas. I hope the voice of country interests in
harness racing will never diminish. The same thing
applies to the Metropolitan and Country Trotting
Association, which has been represented on the
Harness Racing Board and the former Trotting
Control Board since the inception of the board in
1947.
The Metropolitan and Country Trotting Association,
together with country clubs of the time, played a
vital role in bringing about the introduction of
legislation for the establishment of the Trotting
Control Board. Over 20 to 30 years prior to 1947
there was a great struggle to obtain legislation to
permit night trotting in Victoria. The Metropolitan
and Country Trotting Association provided
outstanding leadership over those years, and they
battled strongly to convince the government of the
day and other political parties that night trotting
should be permitted in Victoria. It had already
existed for some time in Western Australia and
South Australia and there was a real need for the
sport to advance in Victoria.
Harness racing - or trotting as it is generally
known - was administered for some time by the
Victorian Trotting and Racing Association before the
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establishment of the Trotting Control Board. In those
prewar days the industry had attracted some
disrepute, and it was necessary that a board be
formed to oversee the industry. Under legislation
enacted in 1947, representatives of the Royal
Agricultural Society became members of the
Trotting Control Board, together with one
representative of the Metropolitan and Country
Trotting Association.
When night trotting was introduced in 1947 it made
an enormous contribution to the progress of the
industry in Victoria; it caused an evolution in
harness racing in this State with Victoria being the
fountain head for the development of harness racing
in Australia. The voice of the Victorian industry is
listened to attentively through the Australian
Harness Racing Council and the Inter Dominion
Harness Racing Council; indeed, these councils,
through the International Trotting Association, have
influenced harness racing throughout the world.
It is important to remember that the Metropolitan
and Country Trotting Association had leaders with
foresight. They were able to convince the
government in 1947 of the need to put harness
racing on a firm footing and to introduce night
trotting not only at the Royal Agricultural Society
show grounds but also at country tracks. Their
efforts should be hallowed. Both the Metropolitan
and Country Trotting Association and the country
clubs of Victoria have played a magnificent part in
the development of the industry, which I love and
which has a great following in Victoria.

The reduction of the membership of the Harness
Racing Board to five persons is in line with current
government thinking that modern boards should be
smaller and directly responsible to the government.
However, it does create some other problems which
no doubt will be taken on board by the Minister
when he examines the matter of the board hearing
appeals. There is no doubt that much time is spent
by members of the Harness Racing Board hearing
appeals. Some appeals can run for many hours and
sometimes they run right through into the night. The
members appointed to the board will be largely
drawn from those with business and marketing
experience, and no doubt they will be busy people
with extensive commitments. If it is necessary for
them to hear lengthy appeals this could pose a
problem, particularly as the board is to be reduced
to only five persons. It may be necessary to examine
the possibility of a separate appeals board to hear
appeals rather than arranging through the board, as
already occurs, for some of the lengthier appeals to
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be heard by the Racing Appeals Tribunal. If a
separate appeals panel were set up to hear most
appeals, that would relieve board members of an
onerous duty.
The chairman and members of the board are
obligated to attend harness racing meetings. There is
now a large number of racing days, which is good
for the industry, but because members of the board
are expected to attend those meetings this poses a
time problem. We should not forget the obligations
of time that are placed on people serving on the
board, and the small attendance fees that they are
paid would not cover the expenses they incur in
travelling to country meetings. That matter should
be taken into consideration when a review of the
attendance fees for board members is next
undertaken. The current allowance appears to be
meagre. The same situation applies to the Chairman
of the Harness Racing Board. There is scope for a
more realistic remuneration commensurate with the
time that the chairman is expected to contribute to
this multimillion dollar industry.
The Harness Racing Board operates with a number
of subcommittees, which have extensive
responsibilities for the administration of everything
from the racing operations through to financing
operations, country club oversight and many other
important issues, including marketing and
promotion. All those matters take up the time of
board members and consideration should therefore
be given to the amount of time it is necessary for
board members to devote to the industry now that
the board is to be reduced to five members. The
Harness Racing Board has done an excellent job, and
while restructuring is taking place - in line with the
government's approach of not having a
representative board but having members appointed
by the Minister through the Governor in Council perhaps a review of time considerations should be
undertaken.
The success of the Harness Racing Board in
promoting the Inter Dominion Championship in
1992 attracted compliments from around the world.
The board's recent promotion of the Carnival of
Cups is an outstanding achievement. The board has
maintained the levels of stake money in harness
racing despite the recession.
The board has also encouraged the breeding and
racing of straight-out - or natural - trotters as
distinct from pacers. Victoria has led the way in
Australia in encouraging and promoting trotters.
Initially harness racing involved only trotters;
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pacing, now the predominant gait in Australia and
New Zealand, came later. However, all harness
racing in Europe is for trotters only.
Honourable members should know that trotters are
important to the harness racing industry. The
magnificent job done by the Harness Racing Board
in Victoria in encouraging and promoting trotting
races at Moonee Valley and country clubs is
reflected by its readiness to conduct a separate Inter
Dominion trotting championship in Victoria when
the pacing championship is being run either in
another Australian State or in New Zealand. The
board has also promoted trotting through the
Australasian trotters championship and the
V. L. Dullard Cup. Betting interest in those races is
extremely high.
The Minister has received many recommendations
of people considered suitable for appointment to the
Harness Racing Board. I know that a number of
prominent names have been put forward for
consideration by the Minister. I hope at least one of
the existing members of the Harness Racing Board
will be invited to continue on the new board.
Continuity is important in such a complex industry
and sport, as is an understanding of the people who
make up that industry and sport.
The Bill provides for the appointment of a new
five-member board. One of the members shall be the
chairperson, one a person with experience in
business, one a person with experience in marketing
and two shall be persons who have experience in the
harness racing industry. I hope that in choosing the
two persons with experience in the industry the
Minister will recognise that persons who have a
sound background and understanding of the
traditions and aspirations of people involved in
harness racing are essential to the success of the
board.
Honourable members should not forget that,
although it is a multimillion dollar industry, harness
racing is a sport rich in traditions. Many wonderful
people, largely based in country areas, are engaged
in the sport. Although it has a strong professional
base, it is also largely an amateur sport. Those
trainers and drivers who are involved as amateurs,
many of whom are also farmers, should not be
forgotten.
Although, as a multimillion dollar industry, harness
racing must be managed by people with business
and marketing skills, I am sure the fact that it is a
people-orientated industry will be taken into
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consideration. Country clubs operate largely on a
voluntary basis and, although the larger clubs
employ some professional staff, many country clubs
are managed on a voluntary basis. Volunteers not
only serve on club committees but also do all the
work involved in running race meetings. It is
important that the voice of those people is not
muted and, as the industry is restructured, the
voices of the Metropolitan and Country Trotting
Association and its kindred bodies should still be
listened to, even though they may not be directly
represented on the new board.
It is important that somebody from the Metropolitan
and Country Trotting Association is considered for
inclusion on the board, particularly if he or she has
business or marketing skills. People with
backgrounds in country clubs and the Association of
Country Clubs who meet the appropriate criteria are
most worthy of consideration for appointment.

The restructure of the Totalizator Agency Board is
important to the future of the gaming operations of
the TAB, which are expanding enormously. The
current structure provides for a chairman nominated
by the Minister, a deputy chairman nominated by
the Minister after consultation with the Treasurer, a
nominee of the Victoria Racing Club, a nominee of
the Harness Racing Board, a nominee of the
Greyhound Racing Control Board and a nominee of
the Victorian Country Racing Council. The new
structure changes all that and provides for a board
of seven persons without direct representation.
I congratulate the new members of the TAB board,
which includes people with business and marketing
skills. The appointments to date happen to include a
person from each of the metropolitan racing clubs,
with provision for one more appointee to be
announced. I hope that a person with harness or
greyhound racing experience who also has financial
and marketing skills will be considered for the
remaining appointment. At the moment no member
of the board necessarily has a strong background in
or understanding of the harness racing industry or
the greyhound racing industry. It is important for
people involved in those industries to feel that they
have an equal voice in the future direction of the
TAB, which provides the flow of TAB funding for
each of those racing codes.
To maintain confidence and to ensure a proper
representation and understanding of the interests
and operation of the three codes of racing, each code
should be identified through someone on the TAB
board. I am sure the new members of the board will
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do an excellent job. While I congratulate each of the
new members, I also express the hope that a person
with a strong understanding of the harness and
greyhound racing codes will be appointed to the
board.
The expansion of the TAB into gaming machines is
exciting and has probably made the restructure of
the board necessary. But the part played by the
racing industry in establishing the TAB in the late
1950s should not be forgotten. I remember well the
evolution of the legislation which established the
TAB. In fact, harness racing - or trotting as it is
popularly known - played an important part in the
formation of that legislation. The late Sir Ackland
Lord, the then Chairman of the Melbourne and
Metropolitan Trotting Association, visited New
Zealand and was impressed with the embryonic
TAB that had been established there. He came back
to Victoria and had discussions with the then
Chairman of the Victoria Racing Club, the late Sir
Chester Manifold. They then went to the Premier of
the day, the late Sir Henry Bolte, and convinced him
that there was a need to establish legalised offcourse
betting in Victoria. That was an historic move, and
the harness racing industry was an important
catalyst in the formation of the TAB in Victoria.
It is important that those codes should have a
continuing influence on the direction of the TAB, not
only for historical reasons but also because the
whole economic future of the racing industry is
dependent upon the operations of the TAB. The
voice of the industry is essential in the TAB. It is
important that the people chosen to direct the TAB
have the ability to manage a multimillion dollar
operation, but it is also important that the voice of
the racing industries is adequately heard.

That leads me to the operations of Tabaret. Tabaret
will now be extended to Bendigo, and I wish that
move well. But it should not be forgotten that the
racing industry played a major part in providing the
capital and impetus for the establishment of Tabaret.
I hope in the future some of the revenue from
Tabaret will be directed back to the racing industry
to compensate for the downturn in turnover that
will inevitably result from the expansion of other
gaming operations in the State.
The government should bear in mind the
importance of the three racing codes as gaming
operations expand in Victoria and ensure that
compensating factors maintain a healthy racing
industry in Victoria. The Victorian racing industry is
the envy of the rest of Australia and other countries.
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Great events such as the Melbourne Cup, the
Caulfield Cup, the W. S. Cox Plate, periodically the
Inter Dominion Championship, the Victoria Cup
and the Melbourne Greyhound Cup are run in
Melbourne. The Inter Dominion Championship is
regarded as one of the six great harness races in the
world; so the government should ensure a
continuing healthy economic base for racing in
Victoria as gaming operations expand. It must also
ensure that compensating factors are built into the
returns to both the government and the racing
industry.
The Bill also provides for a reduction in the
commission on win and place bets in Victoria, which
are higher than those in New South Wales. The Bill
reduces that commission from 15 per cent to
14.25 per cent. That is a sensible move and will
ensure that Victoria remains totally competitive for
offcourse investors. I am sure that move is
welcomed.
The Bill also provides that where a public holiday
falls on a Saturday a race meeting can be held on the
following Sunday, and where a public holiday falls
on a Sunday a race meeting can be held on that day.
This is important because it avoids the loss of racing
meetings to the metropolitan area, which are vital to
the economic stability of the industry.
This is a far-reaching and important Bill. It is
certainly important to the three racing codes, which
are large employers and which have strong financial
implications for the State economy. The Minister
and his policy committee have thought long and
hard about the legislation and I hope it will lead to
even stronger management and promotion of the
racing industry, particularly in the operations of the
TAB. I commend the Bill to the House.
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impact on the Hospitals and Charities Fund. I am
confident that matching the commission rate of New
South Wales removes any incentive for interstate
investment and will increase turnover so that all
Victorians benefit. The proof of the pudding will be
in the eating.
I agree entirely with Mr Skeggs that the tradition of
harness racing in country Victoria should be
maintained. Country Victoria should have a
considerable influence on the new board,
particularly as Mr Evans and I are personally
interested in the harness racing industry in
Wangaratta, Shepparton and Echuca. Mr Best
alluded to the establishment of the Tabaret at
Bendigo, a matter very close to his heart. I thank him
for his support of the Bill.
Motion agreed to.
Read third time.

THE VICTORIA RACING CLUB
(AMENDMENT) BILL
The PRESIDENT - Order! I have examined this
Bill and am of the opinion that it is a private Bill.
Hon. W. R. BAXTER (Minister for Roads and
Ports) - I move:
That this Bill be dealt with as a public Bill except in
relation to the payment of fees.

Motion agreed to.
Hon. W. R. BAXTER (Minister for Roads and
Ports) (By leave) - I advise that the sum required
pursuant to Standing Order No. 325 to be paid has
been paid into Treasury.

Motion agreed to.

Second reading
Read second time.

Third reading
Hon. W. R. BAXTER (Minister for Roads and
Ports) - By leave, I move:
That this Bill be now read a third time.

I thank honourable members for their contributions
to the debate and for their support of the legislation.
In particular, I thank the genuine and generous
remarks of Mr Davidson. I assure him that it is not
the government's wish for the commission rate to

Debate resumed from 21 May; motion of
Hon. W. R. BAXTER (Minister for Roads and
Ports).
Hon. B. E. DAVIDSON (Chelsea) - The
opposition does not oppose the Bill. As the Racing
(Amendment) Bill has just been passed, it is
probably not the time to revisit the racing industry
in detail. It is worth noting that not only were these
amendments sought by the Victoria Racing Club but
also the shadow Minister, the honourable member
for Coburg in the other place, has advised me that
VRC representatives asked the opposition to
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consider expediting the passage of the measure, a
request to which the Parliamentary Labor caucus
Bill committee on racing and gaming has readily
agreed.
The Bill has three main purposes. The first is to use
Flemington Racecourse for non-racing purposes. The
current purpose of the Flemington Racecourse is that
activities must be connected with or for the benefit
of horseracing in Victoria. The provision will
remove any doubts about the illegality of operating
a Tabaret.
The second purpose is to increase the Victoria
Racing Club's borrowing limits. The club seeks to
increase the limit of its borrowings from $5 million,
which has been in place since 1976, to $10 million.
The Minister's second-reading speech makes clear
that the VRC receives the bulk of its revenue from
the Totalizator Agency Board through a distribution
in arrears twice each year in August and October.
The increased borrowing limit will assist the club in
funding its operations over the whole year,
particularly during the fourth quarter of the
financial year or during periods of high capital
expenditure.
The third purpose will change the timing of the
club's financial year. In the past there has been
confusion about which year people are working in.
This provision will amend the legislation to allow
for the end of the VRC's financial year to move from
30 June to 31 July, which is a common date for the
racing calendar. The amendment is sensible and will
assist in overcoming confusion in the future when
people are talking about dates, the end of the year
and soon.
The opposition supports the Bill.
Hon. B. A. E. SKEGGS (Temples tow e) - The
Victoria Racing Club (Amendment) Bill is a private
Bill with origins dating back to 1871 under The
Victoria Racing Club Act, under which trusteeships
of the Flemington Racecourse were established. In
1859 the Crown granted 301 acres and 3 roods of
Crown land to the Victoria Racing Club on a 21-year
peppercorn lease basis. There is a long history to
what has become the greatest racecourse in the
world - Flemington.
The Bill provides for Flemington Racecourse to be
used for more non-racing purposes, which is the
trend with racecourses today. As gaming machine
operations are growing, the diverse use of
racecourses for gaming purposes is becoming
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popular. The establishment of Tabaret at Moonee
Valley Racecourse has been enormously successful.
It was one of the first Tabarets established in
Victoria and is continuing to have great success.
Caulfield Racecourse has also moved into the
gaming machine area. I have no doubt that
Flemington Racecourse will also be a popular venue
for gaming machine operations in the future.
There is no doubt that racecourses have more
variety in their activities these days. In addition to
gaming machine operations they provide catering
arrangements of all types, particularly for large
conventions. Racecourses have wonderful facilities
not only for car parking but also for conventions,
exhibitions and other sporting purposes. Therefore,
it is vital that Flemington not have any barriers
preventing its expansion in the future.
The Bill provides for the development of areas
adjacent to the Flemington Racecourse, which will
open up important possibilities for the Victoria
Racing Club. It will allow the racecourse to expand
its stabling accommodation and provide much more
secure leasing arrangements of trainers premises at
the course. With the trend towards centralising
training facilities around large racecourses today it is
desirable that racecourses like Flemington take the
initiative. It is interesting to note that the area
adjacent to the Cranbourne Racecourse has now
become an important training centre. The same
could apply to Flemington, particularly where there
is a possibility of providing a secure lease to trainers
for stabling purposes.
Currently the Act provides for the VRC to borrow
up to $5 million, which this Bill will increase to
$10 million. The need for an increase in the
borrowing limit is to cover the dip in liquidity that
all racing clubs experience at various times of the
year, particularly while they are awaiting returns
from the TAB in the months of August and October.
Most thoroughbred racing, harness racing and
greyhound racing clubs experience liquidity
problems as they approach those months. It is
important to give the Victoria Racing Club that
added flexibility in arranging its financial affairs.
The Bill also provides for the club's financial year to
end on 31 July rather than 30 June. That will bring it
more into line with the actual racing season, which
commences on 1 August, when all horses have their
official birthdays, and finishes on 31 July. It is
sensible that the operation and accountability of
reporting on the VRC's financial year relate to the
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official racing season. I commend the Bill to the
House.
Motion agreed to.
Read second time.
Passed remaining stages.

EMERGENCY SERVICES
SUPERANNUATION (SPECIAL
PAYMENTS) BILL
Second reading
Debate resumed from 21 May; motion of
Hon. W. R. BAXTER (Minister for Roads and
Ports).
Hon. D. R. WHITE (Doutta Galla) - The
Emergency Services Superannuation (Special
Payments) Bill introduces a sensitive new initiative
which will require the continuing close scrutiny of
the Parliament. As I understand the proposal, the
Consolidated Fund is responsible for paying out
approximately $4.25 million each year in
superannuation payments to members and former
members of the Metropolitan Fire Brigades Board. In
order to meet his budget requirements the Minister
for Police and Emergency Services in another place
was kind enough to brief a number of opposition
members about the proposal.
As I understand the proposal, in order to meet the
Minister's current account obligations to the
Treasurer it is proposed that the $4.25 million
expenditure obligation will cease to be a direct
responsibility of the Consolidated Fund and become
the responsibility of the Metropolitan Fire Brigades
Board. The significance of that is that the revenue
base of the Metropolitan Fire Brigades Board is not
exclusively a responsibility of the State government;
it is about 1.5 per cent of the revenue base, to which
the Minister says about 12.5 per cent--
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industry about its response to the proposal. Given
the state of the insurance industry, the opposition
has not heard how it intends to deal with the cost
impost which it will now have to incur.
I am not suggesting that it is inappropriate that it be
the responsibility of the insurance industry. I
suggest that if the initiative had been taken, the
Minister for Roads and Ports would probably have
described it as creative accounting, and in a sense it
is, but that is not to say it should not be attempted.
However, in attempting it, it is important to know
and understand what the insurance industry'S
capacity is to meet its obligations and what costs it
will impose on the rest of the community that takes
out house and contents property insurance.
The reason I say Parliament ought to have an
ongoing responsibility for the legislation is that it is
a new initiative and it is not yet certain what impact
it will have on the operations of the Metropolitan
Fire Brigades Board, while clearly being of material
benefit to the current account.
In accepting the explanation of the Minister for
Police and Emergency Services about his intentions,
the opposition does not oppose the Bill but indicates
that it would like to hear from the Minister in
another place from time to time - particularly in
the 1993-94 Budget - on the progress being made in
implementing his proposal. It is important that if
this step is taken it is done credibly on behalf of
emergency services as well as the Consolidated
Fund so there is no diminution in the capacity of the
Metropolitan Fire Brigades Board to maintain its
services to the State.
As a consequence of this initiative there will be no
diminution in the nature of services provided to the
State; the legislation is neutral to that point. Because
the legislation has not been implemented one cannot
say with any certainty precisely what the difficult
issues might b~ in the implementation of the
Minister's proposal, and the opposition does not
expect him to respond with any certainty.

Hon. W. R. Baxter - About one-eighth.
Hon. D. R. WHITE - I accept the word of the
Minister. A substantial proportion of what remains
is provided by the insurance industry, so there is a
substantial new initiative which becomes the
responsibility of the insurance industry via the
Metropolitan Fire Brigades Board. While accepting
the recommendation of the Minister for Police and
Emergency Services about his intentions, the
opposition has not yet heard from the insurance

The opposition looks forward to hearing from the
Minister for Police and Emergency Services in
September and subsequently on the progress he is
making on implementing the proposal - an
initiative that the opposition does not oppose. The
opposition does not oppose the Bill.
Motion agreed to.
Read second time.
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Passed remaining stages.

ST ATE ELECTRICITY COMMISSION
Hon. R. M. HALLAM (Minister for Local
Government) - I move:
That, notwithstanding the recommendations of the
Public Bodies Review Committee in its final report
entitled Report to the Parliament on the "appropriate model

for corporatisation of the State Electricity Commission" June
1992 presented to the Legislative Council on 4 June
1992 and the Legislative Assembly on 11 August 1992,
this House resolves, pursuant to section 4P(5)(b) of the
Parliamentary Committees Act 1968, that the State
Electricity Commission of Victoria shall continue to
exist.

The motion has the object of avoiding the
consequences of triggering section 4P(4)(a) of the
Parliamentary Committees Act in relation to the
Public Bodies Review Committee as it applies to the
report of the Public Bodies Review Committee on
the "appropriate model for corporatisation of the
State Electricity Commission" as presented to
Parliament, and section 4P(4) provides:
Where a public body is reviewed by the committee and
the committee recommends in its final report to the
Parliament with respect to that public body that the
body should cease to exist then, subject to this section,
on the first anniversary of the day on which a final
report of the committee is laid before both Houses of
Parliament (a) The body shall cease to exist, and
(b) The members of the body shall to out of office.

Recommendation 5.1 of the final report of the Public
Bodies Review Committee is that "the State
Electricity Commission of Victoria be abolished".
If no legislation is passed by Parliament to avoid the

consequences of that recommendation or unless a
motion of this type is agreed to by both Houses of
Parliament, on the anniversary of the tabling of the
committee's report the SEC will cease to exist.
The government does not disagree with the thrust of
the committee's recommendation; in fact, its
published energy policy reflects much of the general
direction suggested in the report. As a consequence
the government is proceeding to determine the
optimum model for a restructured SEC that has the
object of creating the most efficient, competitive and
cost-effective electricity industry in Australia.
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With the advent later this year of the eastern States
national grid, which has had bipartisan support
from both Federal and State governments, it is
essential that neither Victoria's $15 billion
investment in electricity industry infrastructure nor
its vast energy resource - the Latrobe Valley brown
coal deposit - is put at risk. It is therefore essential
that careful consideration be given to the most
appropriate future structure of the State's electricity
industry so that the government can not only meet
the challenges of interstate competition but also
ensure that Victoria is the energy capital of Australia.
Against that background it would be unwise for the
government to prematurely launch into a restructure
of the industry simply to avoid the imperative of
section 4P(4) of the Parliamentary Committees Act.
The government is committed to reform of the
electricity industry and is currently reviewing how
best that can be achieved to produce enduring
economic benefits for Victorian customers and the
Sta te in general.
Options for reform are currently being studied,
together with commercial relationships in a new
market structure, regulations covering price, the
environment, safety and community service
obligations. The government must ensure that any
review of the industry is thorough and is properly
considered and that an appropriate implementation
path is determined. Therefore, in order to avoid the
premature demise of the State Electricity
Commission, I commend the motion to the House.
Hon. D. R. WHITE (Doutta Galla) - This is an
important motion for the House to consider. We
accept that the Public Bodies Review Committee has
an important role to play in relation to sunset
provisions for existing bodies. We accept that it has
done so in the past and that the House, as the
President reminds me, has had to pass similar
motions from time to time regarding a number of
other statutory authorities in the State, particularly
in the water industry - the old water trust and
sewerage authorities that have been replaced by
water boards.
The opposition accepts that the SEC has to be the
subject of continuing reform consistent with what
the Minister said about the emergence of an eastern
States grid that will provide the capacity for
consumers of electricity in Victoria, South Australia
and New South Wales to purchase electricity from
different sources, particularly organisations that
consume more than 10 megawatts of electricity,
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whether they be existing major corporations or
municipal electricity supply undertakings.
We accept that there must be further reforms
following the Mission Energy reform of Loy Yang B
to secure further improvements in existing power
stations as well as in the supply distribution
network. In relation to the government examining
those options, I make it dear that the opposition is
concerned about the major proposal that the
Treasurer is pursuing with respect to the SEC - the
privatisation of some existing power stations, the
possible privatisation of a substantial part of the
Mission Energy system and a privatisation into three
or four separate sections of the distribution system.
From the Labor Party's point of view it is important
that there remains a substantial public sector
operation, that is, the SEC, and that the handing
over in the name of competition of most of the utility
functions to the private sector will not necessarily
result in the productivity outcomes that the
Treasurer expects nor the access to electricity at
prices that domestic consumers and people on
concessions would expect and wish to continue.
It is not unreasonable that the price of electricity,

being one of our major resources, will remain at the
consumer price index minus 2 per cent for the whole
of the decade, which would be an acceptable
productivity target.
The Treasurer has already confused that target by
the introduction of one of his tax measures, a 10 per
cent impost on domestic consumers. That cannot be
seen as a transfer in the cross-subsidy between the
business and domestic sectors when it is essentially
a taxing mechanism for the current account.
Considered policy positions should be made public
before Cabinet and the coalition should decide on
what privatisation is to occur. The opposition makes
it dear in respect of Loy Yang B that the government
should make public its policy position, and that it be
fully canvassed before a tendering process emerges.
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taking in the name of increasing competition but not
necessarily maximising value for the sale of the
asset, which is the preferred position, and the
implications that might have in producing the best
and most competitive outcome for existing industry
in the State and for domestic consumers, who have
already been disadvantaged by one of the major
taxing measures since 3 October. I repeat: if one is to
maintain and further enhance Victoria's competitive
advantage in electricity it is of the utmost
importance that a credible pricing policy be
announced. For a pricing policy to be credible it has
to be consistent. For the past decade there has been a
credible pricing policy in electricity,
notwithstanding the difficulties that in turn has
imposed on the current account. The community is
entitled to expect that electricity pricing policies be
consistent and to that end has always put pressure
on the State Electricity Commission and the
government.
In the same way, the opposition seeks a statement
from the government about its pricing principles
prior to any initiatives taken to privatise the SEC.
While not opposing the resolution, the opposition
does not condone any of the proposals made by the
Treasurer about the privatisation of the commission.
It cannot adequately respond until the government
has outlined its policies and afforded the opposition
an opportunity of examining the merits of the
proposals.
That is similar to what the coalition opposition
requested before considering the proposal to sell
40 per cent of Loy Yang B. The then opposition
reserved its judgment on the proposal and on the
outcome of the tender process until it had been
given the opportunity of receiving a detailed
briefing from all the parties affected by the decision.

The opposition fears that in the implementation of
the privatisation program in June, July and
August - probably starting with the Transport
Accident Commission and further privatisation of
the Gas and Fuel Corporation - specific initiatives
will be taken with the SEC that will not have been
the subject of extensive public debate.

There are two ways of governing Victoria - that
espoused by the Minister for Tertiary Education and
Training and that espoused by me. If an opposition
says that it requires additional information before
making decisions on proposals to corpora tise or
privatise government-owned enterprises, those
requests should be considered on their merits. In
opposition the coalition argued that it was entitled
to be given access to SEC documents and to
documents from Mission Energy and Southern
Electric International, the two major tenderers, to
which the Labor government agreed.

The opposition is not opposing the motion, but
wishes to take this opportunity to express concern
about the preferred option that the Treasurer is

The current Treasurer, the Minister for Energy and
Minerals and the Minister for Finance, when in
opposition, also argued for funds to enable them to

STATE ELECTRICITY COMMISSION
Thursday, 27 May 1993

COUNCIL

employ private consultants of their choice. The
Labor government provided $15 000 to enable the
coalition to employ the Price Waterhouse group to
make its own assessment of the financial projections
given to the government by other consultants, based
on figures provided by the tenderers and by the
State Electricity Commission - and it did not seek
access to the assessment made by the consultants
employed by the former opposition.
The view of government espoused by the Minister
for Tertiary Education and Training is that that is a
privilege extended only to those who have the
numbers. When in opposition the coalition had the
numbers in the Upper House, which enabled it to
extract those concessions - not necessarily in the
interests of making the best possible judgment but
simply because it had the numbers. The Minister
believes the coalition, which continues to have the
numbers in this place, is not obliged to extend that
courtesy to members of the opposition, an attitude
we do not accept.
A precedent has been set for debate on all issues
relating to the privatisation of government-owned
enterprises such as the State Electricity Commission,
the Transport Accident Commission or the Gas and
Fuel Corporation. In similar circumstances, the
Treasurer, the Minister for Finance and the Minister
for Energy and Minerals, when in opposition, were
given the resources they needed to seek independent
advice, which they argued was necessary to enable
them to consider the merits of the former
government's proposals.
I am not arguing that on every occasion an
opposition should be allowed to employ a
consultancy firm as of right. Requests such as those
should be dealt with on their merits, taking into
account the importance of the issue. But detailed
information on the proposal to sell 40 per cent of
Loy Yang B was made available to the coalition, the
commercial confidentiality of which it honoured
during the tendering process. A precedent has been
set whenever this House considers transactions such
as the sale of Loy Yang B, especially when the
opposition is able to make a case that, in the interests
of Victorians, access to information such as that is
important.
Although it does not oppose the resolution, the
opposition believes those factors must be taken into
account. The opposition is not in any way
condoning coalition policy on the privatisation of
the State Electricity Commission. Before considering
proposals such as that, the opposition will ask to
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have extended to it the same rights as the Labor
government extended to the coalition when in
opposition.
Hon. P. R. HALL (Gippsland) -1 support the
resolution, which emanates from the inquiry
undertaken by the Public Bodies Review Committee,
which was then chaired by the Honourable Bill
Landeryou. 1 was fortunate enough to have been a
member of the committee for most of the time it
carried out its inquires.
The State Electricity Commission has implemented
significant reforms in recent years, and no doubt will
continue to do so. Some of the reforms include the
significant downsizing of the SEC work force, the
effects of which have been felt by people in the
Latrobe Valley. Other reforms have included the
contracting out of services, which is a sensible move.
The Leader of the Opposition was the responsible
Minister when most of those changes were
instituted. 1 put on the record my C\ppreciation of the
work he did, particularly the leadership he showed
in initiating the reform program.
Most of those reforms have been undertaken with
the agreement of and in conjunction with the unions,
which have acted positively and responsibly. One
example of the changes made was the contracting
out of the removal of the overburden at the Morwell
open cut. The unions successfully tendered for the
work, beating a number of outside organisations.
The decision to award the contract to the unions was
commendable, and the productivity levels and
savings achieved are greater than those projected.
The establishment of the electricity grid along the
eastern seaboard has been and will continue to be a
catalyst for reform. The resolution puts on hold any
further changes to the structure of the State
Electricity Commission. That is evidence of a
responsible government that is not rushing to make
changes. The government is intent on ensuring that
the process of change is appropriate. That will allow
time for Parliament to evaluate the options available
and to ensure that the SEC remains competitive with
its counterparts in other States.
The Leader of the Opposition commented on the
privatisation issue. 1 shall not dwell on what he said,
except to say that I do not believe Mr White and his
opposition colleagues are opposed to the
privatisation or contracting out of some of the
operations of the commission. Nevertheless, he
emphasised the need to ensure that best possible
decisions are made. 1 agree with the cautions that
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Mr White highlighted during his comments. I am
sure the Minister, in considering future reforms, will
have due regard to those sensible comments. I
support the motion.
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Members of the opposition have missed the essential
thrust of WorkCover. The government did not set
out to denigrate the profit motive but to harness it.
Hon. T. C. Theophanous - That's irrelevant.

The PRESIDENT - Order! The House has
before it a resolution agreed to by the Legislative
Assembly. The Minister for Local Government has
moved that the Council concur with the Assembly
and agree to the said resolution. The question is:
That the motion be agreed to.

Motion agreed to.
Sitting suspended 1.1 p.m. until 2.3 p.m.

ACCIDENT COMPENSATION
(WORKCOVER INSURANCE) BILL

Hon. R. M. HALLAM -It is not. It is the central
thrust of the legislation. The government sought to
take what Mr Theophanous claims to be the driving
incentive and to ensure it is consistent with the best
outcome for employees. The legislation is framed in
such a way that employers have a direct and
compelling incentive to provide safe workplaces and
appropriate return to work strategies. The
government has done that by introducing an
experience-based rate. Employers who provide the
safe workplace and appropriate strategies are
rewarded in the most direct and appropriate way.
Their premiums directly reflect their performance.
Hon. T. C. Theophanous - We haven't said we
disagree with that.

Committed.

Committee
Clause 1 agreed to.

Hon. R. M. HALLAM - I admit that, but the
opposition has as its constant theme that the profit
motive is the central thrust of the legislation.

Clause 2
Hon. R. M. HALLAM (Minister for Local
Government) - I thank all honourable members
who have taken part in the second-reading debate. I
commend Mr Theophanous, Mr Nardella,
Mrs Varty, Mr Walpole and Mr Power. I also thank
Mr Hartigan, Ms Asher and Mr Forwood, who are
members of my WorkCover committee, but who did
not speak during the debate because of the lateness
of the hour. 1 appreciate the support that has come
from a wide cross-section of members of the
Chamber, particularly members of the opposition.
The comment was made throughout the
contributions of members of the opposition that the
Bill was driven by the profit motive, which is
something we should be concerned about. They
talked of people viewing the outcome of WorkCover
from different perspectives; that there was a
different outlook between the insurance companies,
the employers, and the workers.
I do not accept the notion that all employers are
driven purely by the profit motive. I say that with
some conviction, because I was an employer for
many years and I do not enjoy the classification that
all employers are incredibly hungry and are driven
only by the profit motive. That is not a true
reflection of the world.

Hon. T. C. Theophanous -It is the insurance
companies.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - The insurance
companies act as agents of the employers. There is a
direct link to the hip pocket nerve of the employers
and safe work practices. The intervention of
insurance agents is a red herring, because there is a
direct motive for employers to ensure the safety of
their workers. Indeed, the central thrust of the
legislation is to make Victorian employers
responsible for the safety of their workers, and that
is what the Bill does.
Hon. T. C. Theophanous -It does not.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM -It does.
Mr Theophanous may argue about it, but he is the
only one who does not accept this fundamental
change.
Hon. T. C. Theophanous - There are 5000
people out there who agree with me.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - I shall come to that.
Mr Theophanous has misjudged the effect and
motivation of the legislation. I shall deal briefly with
the comments of Mr Theophanous in general terms,
because many of the specific issues he raises will be
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debated clause by clause during the Committee
stage.
The long dissertation that Mr Theophanous gave the
House was a commentary on the previous
legislation rather than the Bill now before the
Committee. He talked about a whole range of things
that were more appropriate to the debate held when
WorkCover was introduced.
I remind the Committee that we are now talking
about a change in the structure of the premiums to
apply; we are not debating the issues that were the
subject of the previous legislation. Mr Theophanous
suggested that I had misled Parliament and the
Victorian community to the extent that the
improvement in the unfunded liability on workers
compensation in this State had been achieved
entirely by changes in legislation.
Hon. T. C. Theophanous - I said
"predominantly".
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - Even if you now want
to qualify it to "predominantly".
Hon. T. C. Theophanous - I then gave the figure
$1.049 billion.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - All right, but you
claimed it had been achieved by a change to the
legislative rules.
Hon. T. C. Theophanous - No, I didn't, it was in
your report.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM -It is not my report; it is
the report of the Victorian WorkCover AuthOrity, an
independent authority.
Hon. T. C. Theophanous - Do you disown it, is
it wrong?

Hon. R. M. HALLAM - Not at all, but the
description that it is "your report" indicates you do
not understand the way the world works,
Mr Theophanous. If you wanted to refer to that as
the authority, I would ask: why did you not mention
the other features highlighted in the report? Why
did you not talk about the decline in claim numbers?
Why did you not talk about the decline in the
duration of claims which has already become very
obvious?
Hon. T. C. Theophanous - I talked about the
5000 that went off rehabilitation.
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Hon. R. M. HALLAM - You did not talk about
the statistics that demonstrate claim numbers have
come down dramatically.
Hon. T. C. Theophanous - I said 7 per cent
came down.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - Neither did you
mention that claims duration has dropped
remarkably. You went on to make the point that
much of the improvement had been achieved by
denying journey accidents.
Hon. T. C. Theophanous - That was a declining
claim.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - But it shows you do not
understand the process. Journey claims have always
been subject to recall from the Transport Accident
Commission.
Hon. T. C. Theophanous - They still claim.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - You were actually
talking about the decline in unfunded liability, and
in that context your comments about the issue
relating to journey accidents are another red herring
because the unfunded liability is only affected very
marginally for journey accidents.
Mr Theophanous also talked about the sins of
privatisation and the pre-1985 system, both of which
are absolutely irrelevant because they do not go to
the issues covered by the Bill.

Hon. T. C. Theophanous - Why are they
irrelevant? Is it not partial privatisation?
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - The pre-1985
circumstance does not apply now and will not apply
under full privatisation. That much you must surely
understand, Mr Theophanous, having read our
policy document.
I am prepared to acknowledge the only substantive
point brought forward by Mr Theophanous, which
related to his claim about cost subsidies and
premiums. He claimed that this legislation would
introduce a substantial penalty for small and
medium-size businesses. He made the claim, and I
am sure he does not walk away from it.
Hon. T. C. Theophanous - I quoted the figures
from the WorkCover report.
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Hon. R. M. HALLAM - In response to an
interjection, Mr Theophanous on two occasions said
the opposition had no objection and was quite
relaxed about experience-based rating. That is what
you said, Mr Theophanous, that you were relaxed
about-Hon. T. C. Theophanous - The principle, yes.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - Then you said you were
concerned about the application of that principle. I
am intrigued by the distinction you draw between
policy and practice. 1 suggest you cannot have it
both ways. When pushed, you said that ultimately
you had no problem with the policy but you
objected to the practice.
Hon. T. C. Theophanous - I didn't say the
policy but the principle.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - Okay, you have no
objection to the principle but to the practice?
Hon. T. C. Theophanous - To the way you are
applying it, yes.
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Hon. R. M. HALLAM - You are really admitting
you support an inherent cross-subSidy.
Hon. T. C. Theophanous - Why don't you
answer what I put to you?
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - Why do you take that
position? On the one hand you argue you support
experience-based rating, then you say we should not
apply it because it will affect one sector of the
community.
Hon. T. C. Theophanous - You are not applying
it properly.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - That is an even more
convoluted argument. Your argument is nonsense
because that is precisely what experience-based
rating is.
Hon. T. C. Theophanous - Small business will
feel it. Is small business going to pay more? Do you
agree with that?

Hon. R. M. HALLAM - Therefore, the way you
are arguing is nonsensical. You cannot argue for the
principle and argue against it in practice. You have
said, at least implicitly, that you support the
cross-subsidy at present in the system.

Hon. R. M. HALLAM - Let me come to that;
you have had your turn, Mr Theophanous.
Experience-based rating is not affected by size
because the size of the organisation does not have
any impact on experience-based rating - the two
are different concepts. You cannot confuse that
argument.

Hon. T. C. Theophanous - 1 haven't said there
was a cross-subsidy, that is not true.

Hon. T. C. Theophanous - Tell that to small
business.

Hon. R. M. HALLAM - If we are going to
experience-based rating, and someone is to be
disadvantaged by that, does that not suggest there is
a cross-subsidy built into the system?

Hon. R. M. HALLAM - If you run the argument
that we should be retaining some sort of
cross-subsidy or protection for small business, I
remind you about the application of the scheme.
Firstly, we have introduced a $15 ()()() deduction to
handle that--

Hon. T. C. Theophanous - No, not to me.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - Then 1 shall be
delighted to hear your explanation about how that is
inconsistent.
Hon. T. C. Theophanous - I will.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - Therefore, you will
compound every critic across the world.
Hon. T. C. Theophanous - There are no claims
for small or big business; small business still pays
more. That is why - -

Hon. T. C. Theophanous - To which I made
reference.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - And you acknowledged
that?
Hon. T. C. Theophanous - Yes.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - Thank you. Then we
introduced a $125 000 limit on claim costs. Next, the
system has the feature of an incorporation of a
90 per cent limit on credibility - that is, the
past-experience factor. There is again an effective

ACCIDENT COMPENSATION (WORKCOVER INSURANCE) BILL
Thursday, 27 May 1993

COUNCIL

capping. In addition, I am sure you acknowledge
thatwe-Hon. T. C. Theophanous - That is only short
term, Minister.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - That is not true. That
means you have misunderstood that aspect as well.
In addition, at least in the short term we have
excluded a range of costs associated with
WorkCover claims. Further, we have introduced a
cap on the increase in the premium rate allowed for
individual employers from one year to the next.
Why did you not mention that?
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WorkCover, apart from the inheritance of
WorkCare, is less than 2 per cent. The government is
not talking about a saving of $200 million implicit in
the scheme. If it had not been for the dreadful legacy
left by the previous government's administration,
the government would be talking about a saving for
Victorian employers of double that now
identified - almost $400 million. I do not accept
Mr Theophanous's costings, but at least in that
argument he was somewhere close to the Bill.

Hon. T. C. Theophanous - Will small business
pay more?

Mr Theophanous then ran an argument on
rehabilitation. He claimed that 5000 Victorians had
been thrown off rehabilitation and he again
criticised the government for changing the
administration of rehabilitation. I do not resile from
that. Rehabilitation is the responsibility of employers.

Hon. R. M. HALLAM - Why didn't you
mention the cap?

Hon. T. C. Theophanous - So you did throw
5000 Victorians on the scrap heap?

Hon. T. C. Theophanous - Just answer one
question for once.

Hon. R. M. HALLAM - I do not accept that.
Rehabilitation should properly be the responsibility
of employers because it is the employers who
ultimately pay for rehabilitation in one way or
another. Performance in rehabilitation should be
tested by measuring its ability to trigger a return to
work. If employers have a direct financial incentive
to get people back to work, do they not have an
interest in how well the rehabilitation process is
working? In my view the most appropriate test for
rehabilitation is the return to work rate. That is
precisely what is improving right now.

Hon. R. M. HALLAM - You made the
argument. In addition to that, you forgot to mention
the premium structure publicly announced - and I
am sure you would have seen that,
Mr Theophanous - a substantial reduction in the
average net premium rate from 3 per cent to 2.5 per
cent. I shall leave aside the issue of the surcharge.
Although you allege the premium will penalise
small business, in fact 80 per cent of small
businesses - about 115 000 small businesses across
Victoria with a payroll of under $350 000 each will receive reduced premium rates under
WorkCover.
To the credit of Mr Power, he ran exactly the same
argument. He said that he would argue at the
margins, that the opposition did not agree with the
government's philosophy but that for the opposition
the proof of the pudding would be in its eating. I am
delighted to be judged on that basis. That is an
appropriate action for a responsible opposition to
take, rather than to carp about individual
components and leave out the most important ones.
In addition, Mr Theophanous led an extensive
argument that the costings were misleading. He
tried to say that the $200 million in savings was
somehow not real. It was at that stage that he
introduced the journey accident argument. Let me
accept that there is something to that argument and
go back to the $200 million starting point. It
represents 0.5 per cent of salary. The true cost of

I understand why a number of rehabilitation
consultants are nervous about the new world. Let us
remember that there were 26 licensed rehabilitation
providers under WorkCare - the cartel that I have
spoken of so often, a cosy arrangement. I do not
wonder that they are concerned about competition
because there are now about four times as many
authorised rehabilitation providers.
Hon. D. A. Nardella interjected.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - I am talking about the
provision of services to injured workers, not a
private club - real competition. I am quite happy to
be tested against the outcome of rehabilitation. I am
looking forward to that because there will be some
appropriate testing in the marketplace. The test will
be how appropriately return to work services are
prOVided. I stand by the claim that rehabilitation
should be lined up against return to work; I do not
walk away from that.
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I understand why those who had the protection of
the cartel would be nervous about the new
competition. I understand that better than
Mr Theophanous, but I say again that complaint
cannot be made about appropriately registered and
qualified people being allowed to follow their
professions in rehabilitation. The government is not
opening the door to other than duly qualified
professionals.
Hon. T. C. Theophanous interjected.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - We are extending the
choice. That is the point the honourable member
does not understand. I am happy to be tested on the
record of the system as it evolves. Rehabilitation will
become meaningful, as opposed to the process that
applied in the past.
Mr Theophanous introduced the case of Mr Grundy,
a stress claimant from the public sector. I do not
understand why that case was introduced. All
honourable members would admit that it is a very
sad circumstance, but I cannot understand what
Mr Theophanous was trying to prove by introducing
the case. Mr Grundy was badly hurt by the process.
He was caught up in the WorkCare net; it was a
stress claim under WorkCare. I cannot see how
Mr Theophanous can run that argument when the
House is considering changes in premiums under
WorkCover. Whatever his argument was, it was lost
on me.

Alternatives to the government's proposal were
canvassed. The honourable member spoke of a
national system. I am happy to put on record that I
have no qualms about discussing a national system
of workers compensation, but I was somewhat
intrigued by the honourable member's suggestion
that the national system should be modelled on
Comcare.
Hon. T. C. Theophanous -It is another system
that could be considered.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM -If that is the case, why
did the honourable member not consider that
system when we were debating changes in the first
place? I did not hear his argument on that occasion.
He did not once mention Comcare when we were
discussing restructuring changes to workers
compensation. I think I understand why.
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Let the record show that Comcare introduces the
concepts of notional earnings and a restriction on
access to common law, two fundamental features
that Mr Theophanous adamantly opposed when
changes required of WorkCare were discussed. Why
did the honourable member not run the argument
for Comcare when he had the chance? Apparently it
is now convenient to talk about a national scheme.
The honourable member had his chance and blew it,
because at that time he did not understand what
Comcare was about.
Mr Theophanous outlined his amendments. I look
forward to responding to each of them in sequence,
but I mention the conclusion he drew for the House:
the government has got it wrong. He said he would
congratulate the government and me if we
recognised our faults and remedied the problem. I
put this to him in exactly the same terms Mr Power
used: I put it on record that I am happy to stand by
the outcome, but I wonder whether
Mr Theophanous will be gracious enough to offer
those congratulations if the government happens to
be proved right once the system has had a chance to
bed down and the teething problems are worked
through. If in 18 months time the government has
achieved the primary objectives, will
Mr Theophanous be prepared to extend
congratulations or will he pick holes in the changes
that have been introduced?
Hon. T. C. Theophanous interjected.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - There will be legislative
change in the next session of Parliament, the session
after that and I suspect even the session after that as
well. I make no bones about recognising that
workers compensation will continue to evolve. A
responsible government will recognise that
evolutionary process as necessary to ensure that
problems are addressed where they are recognised. I
do not walk away from that; in fact, I put on the
record that I expect in the next session of Parliament
to address a number of remaining problems that we
have recognised from the very start of the reform
agenda.
The CHAIRMAN (Hon. D. M. Evans) - Order!
As it is 2.30 p.m., I shall interrupt the debate
according to Standing Orders.
Debate interrupted.
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QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE
PROPOSED MUSEUM SITE
Hon. D. R. WHITE (Doutta Galla) - I direct a
question to the Minister for Major Projects. The
opposition has received advice that because of rock
formations and the geology of the Exhibition
Buildings site explosives will be required to create a
building site and, as a result, the cost of constructing
an underground car park as part of the museum will
be 5 to 10 times the cost of a similar construction
above ground. Will the Minister inform the House of
the steps he has taken to establish the geological
impediments to constructing an underground car
park and museum and the cost of construction?
Hon. M. A. BIRRELL (Minister for Major
Projects) - Are you referring to the current
Exhibition Buildings site in Carlton?
Hon. D. R. White - Yes, the site for your
proposed museum.
Hon. M. A. BIRRELL - The proposals that have
been put forward for the new exhibition centre
construction on Southbank and the new museum
construction on the Carlton site are sequentially
planned programs to ensure that both buildings are
built rather than simply promised. The Office of
Major Projects and others have done site
assessments for the size and suitability of the sites
and the quantity surveying work. Both sites are
suitable for those buildings. I am more than happy
to give Mr White extra information about those sites
and to assure him that if he has any queries we will
provide him with relevant briefings.

CITY OF CAMBERWELL
Hon. B. N. ATKINSON (Koonung) - In recent
days the Minister for Local Government advised the
House of the results of the inquiry into the City of
Camberwell and gave his view that the council
should be given an opportunity to respond to the
report he has received. Is the Minister aware of
comments made this morning by the Mayor of
Camberwell, Cr Bryan Steele, and, if so, what action
does he intend to take as a result of those comments?
Hon. R. M. HALLAM (Minister for Local
Government) - I am advised that at noon today the
Mayor of Camberwell, Cr Bryan Steele, called on the
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State government to appoint an administrator to the
City of Camberwell. This call apparently follows
Cr Steele's consideration of the report tabled in this
place on Tuesday. As I said at the time, the findings
of the report were serious, and I gave the council 14
days to explain to me as Minister and to the State
government and Parliament. I said that I would
consider that explanation but that the option of
appointing an administrator was a very real one.
In the light of the call by the mayor, I now formally
announce my decision to appoint an administrator
.to the City of Camberwell. I should like to
personally pay tribute to the mayor and his
colleagues for the approach they have taken,
because they have clearly placed the welfare of their
constituents above their personal interests as
councillors. Cr Steele has demonstrated a
fundamental commitment to local government as an
institution, and it is my hope that the appointment
of an administrator will be the circuit-breaker that
Camberwell needs after many years of instability.
Apparently Cr Steele has said that he will seek a
formal resolution of council on Monday night. I look
forward to that resolution, given the various public
statements that have been made. After today's
statements the government's course of action is clear.

WORKCOVER PUBLIC AWARENESS
CAMPAIGN
Hon. J. M. BRUMBY (Doutta Galla) - I refer the
Minister for Local Government to the WorkCover
public awareness campaign, which was stepped up
as from Tuesday with the commencement of a
television advertiSing campaign. What is the cost of
the campaign, and what are the names of the
companies or agencies engaged to prepare the
advertisements and purchase air time?
Hon. R. M. HALLAM (Minister for Local
Government) - I inform the House that the
campaign to which I referred in response to a
previous question was authorised not by me but by
the board of the Victorian WorkCover AuthOrity, as
I am sure all honourable members will appreciate.
Two contracts were let, one for the campaign
construction, that is, the creative concept involved,
and the other for the production of video material. I
inform the House and Mr Brumby that both of those
contracts went to tender, which is the normal
process of this government. The successful tenderers
were chosen by executives of the Victorian
WorkCover AuthOrity; I had nothing whatsoever to
do with the selection process. The tenders were won
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by Armstrong's Advertising and Marketing and
Business Horizons Corporate Video Productions
respectively. I do not intend to release either the
dollar value of each contract or the names of the
unsuccessful tenderers.

PORT OF MELBOURNE AUTHORITY
DREDGES
Hon. LOUISE ASHER (Monash) - Will the
Minister for Roads and Ports inform the House of
the use of Port of Melbourne Authority dredges
under contract in Taiwan?
Hon. W. R. BAXTER (Minister for Roads and
Ports) - I thank Ms Asher for her continued interest
in dredging. This is an interesting circumstance that
the House should be acquainted with. Before the
election, as shadow Minister I received
representations from a company in Melbourne
interested in facilitating a contract in South-East
Asia for the use of the Port of Melbourne AuthOrity
(PMA) dredges which were then laid up and their
crews not gainfully employed. This company was
unable to get any interest or enthusiasm from the
government at the time, and one could speculate as
to why the then government was not interested in
gainfully employing these dredges and their crews
and at the same time generating some revenue for
the PMA and the balance of payments of the nation.
After the election I was in a somewhat stronger
position to take up the matter and encourage the
PMA to negotiate, and I am pleased to advise the
House that a contract was entered into for dredging
in Taiwan. It has generated something like
$4 million and crews have gone from Australia to
Taiwan and are regularly replaced. That contract is
about to be extended for another three months. All
in all it has been a useful activity and a good use of
surplus capital equipment that was basically lying
idle under the policies of the previous government.
It would be useful to compare that example of
efficient use of capital resources with the famous
floating dock proposal advanced by Mr White when
he was a Minister in the previous government.
Mr White made claims ad nauseam about the
floating dock from Vladivostok that would create
1000 jobs in Victoria, especially in Melbourne.
Indeed the Premier of the day, Ms Kirner, was fond
of promoting that concept.
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in this in 1991 at the instigation of Mr Tim Roberts of
the Melbourne Ship Repair Group and the
government funded the proposal to the extent of
$90 000. The PMA spent $67 000 on the proposal but
that did not include all the internal costs, which
were not recorded.
The PMA sought a business plan from the
Melbourne Ship Repair Group, but that was never
received, despite repeated requests. The Port of
Geelong Authority was invited to be involved, but it
was clever and refused to be involved unless a
guarantee was given that its costs would be covered.
Tim Roberts has a notorious reputation. He has been
involved in dodgy ventures and was mentioned at
the Tricontinental Royal Commission. It appears
that the project had some of the worst features of the
Victorian Economic Development Corporation
(VEDC), but nevertheless Mr White was prepared to
commit funds without any business plan being put
in place by the Melbourne Ship Repair Group. It was
pie in the sky! Huge costs were generated, but there
was never the likelihood that the project would
come to fruition. It was the VEDC all over again. It is
apparent that the former Labor government did not
learn any lessons as a result of the VEDC fiasco.

GEELONG REGIONAL COMMISSION
Hon. D. E. HENSHAW (Geelong) - I direct my
question to the Minister for Local Government. The
administrator of the Geelong Regional Commission
last week brought with him to that position a
secretary and two senior accountants from the firm
of Ernst and Young. Given that the charge for these
people will probably be between $600 and $700 an
hour and given that the Minister has acknowledged
the skill and expertise already within the
commission, what is the source of the funds to pay
these people and why were existing staff not used?
Hon. R. M. HALLAM (Minister for Local
Government) - I am unable to give Mr Henshaw
the answer he is seeking. At this stage I do not
intend to look over the shoulder of the administrator
whom I appointed to the Geelong Regional
Commission. He is a professional administrator, he
was given that task and I do not intend to
second-guess the duties he has undertaken, or his
task.

TAFE BANKING COURSE
What has happened to the floating dock? It certainly
did not arrive. I made some inquiries and I
understand that the government became interested

Hon. S. deC. WILDING (Chelsea) - Will the
Minister for Tertiary Education and Training inform
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the House of developments in the field for people
.
seeking to make a career in banking?
Hon. HADDON STOREY (Minister for Tertiary
Education and Training) - TAFE college courses
are available for people interested in careers in
banking, which clearly is an important industry. It is
going through a restructure at the moment and it is
important that there be appropriate training for that
career. The Moorabbin College of T AFE will provide
a course for the Associate Diploma of Business
(Banking and Finance) which will entail 17 subjects
taken on a semester basis over four years. It is a
highly regarded course.
A signal agreement has been entered into between
the National Australia Bank Ltd and Moorabbin
College of TAFE for the college to provide training
for all National Bank staff interested in career
promotion. They will have an opportunity to
undertake an associate diploma course through
distance education. The course will provide students
with maximum flexibility with regard to enrolment,
examination times, accelerated progression,
recognition of previous studies and relevant work
experience. They will be able to complete their
courses in less time than the four years of the
structured course.
This is a good example of the association between
TAFE and industry where a college has been able to
provide a course that can be adapted to the needs of
a particular industry - in this case, a particular
enterprise in that industry. At any time there are
likely to be more than 300 students from the
National Bank undertaking the course. I
congratulate the college and the bank. It is excellent
that a Victorian college has been chosen to provide
training on a national basis.

CLOSURE OF COUNTRY SCHOOLS
Hon. PAT POWER (Jika Jika) - Given the
growing concern across country Victoria that it is
being neglected by the government as a consequence
of the impact of job and service cuts on local
communities, I ask the Minister for Regional
Development, in the context of his failure to put
forward one Significant initiative for country
Victoria, what specific input he will make to
determine which country schools will face closure at
the end of 1993.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM (Minister for Regional
Development) - I am pleased to have the
opportunity to make some comments about regional
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development and to put the record straight because
it seems to me that members of the opposition do
not understand that there is something more
important than superficial window-dressing, which
appeared to be a feature of the previous
administration. The government has made it clear
that the issue of regional development goes beyond
that. The government's task is to get the climate
right, and that does not relate to anything like the
situation that applied under the VEDC. We are not
into picking winners. It is impossible to isolate the
precise information that led to particular enterprises
being won. As part of getting the climate right, I am
proud of the work that has been undertaken in local
government in which I have direct involvement in
respect of workers compensation.

Honourable members interjecting.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM -If we are to test my
performance against the performance of the former
Labor government in respect of regional
development by the pages in the public cheque
book, let me put some things on the record.
The extent to which the budgetary process was
prostituted by the previous administration is shown
by the fact that $14 million was allocated to
industrial promotion, but when I took over
$11.2 million had already been committed and an
additional $14 million was committed for 1994. I
reiterate that more than $11 million had already
been committed by the previous government. It had
grabbed the limelight but left the funding to chance
and to the next administration!
Hon. D. R. White - What about school closures?

Honourable members interjecting.
The PRESIDENT - Order! This is not a place
where members may become machines and spin
words out. It is inappropriate to interject and I ask
honourable members to keep quiet and let the
Minister answer the question.
Hon. D. A. Nardella - Let's talk about education.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - I shall give one really
good example, Deakin University. A deal has been
done involving Deakin University and the old wool
stores in Geelong. It is well known to members
opposite.
Hon. D. R. White - Haddon had announced it
was his initiative!
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Hon. R. M. HALLAM - That is interesting,
Mr White, because in fact it had been announced
before the State election, but guess who paid for it?
It came out of my budget. The really sad thing about
the issue is the extent to which the economic well
had been poisoned by the Kirner government.
Because the issue has been made so tough by the
economic situation it inherited, the government is
finding that, instead of being able to spend time on
new initiatives and directions, simply hanging on to
what we already have is taking up more and more
of its time. It is ironic that the government now has
to run the gauntlet of criticism from the same people
who poisoned the well - exactly the same people!
Although the honourable member who raised the
question may not understand, I am sure, given that
he was in a similar position for many years,
Mr White will understand that in most cases there is
a need for fundamental confidentiality. Many issues
tha t pass across the desks of the Minister for
Industry and Employment and the Minister for
Regional Development - An Honourable Member - Secrecy!

Hon. R. M. HALLAM - You call it secrecy, but
Mr White is nodding in agreement. Mr White
understands what I am talking about. I am proud of
the number of proposals that have come across my
desk. I am sure Mr White will know the people
directly involved in those proposals.
I will not be diverted from the real task by all this
flippancy and belt-hanging: to make sure that the
economy recovers and that country Victoria gets a
fair share of the fruits of that recovery.

VICTORIAN WORKCOVER
AUTHORITY
Hon. W. A. N. HARTIGAN (Geelong) - My
question is directed - Hon. D. R. White - A product of the
Camberwell council!
Hon. W. A. N. HARTIGAN - You are a product
of the Melbourne council; and I suggest I have done
you more damage with that revelation than you
have done me!
Will the Minister for Local Government explain the
circumstances leading to the decision of the
Victorian WorkCover Authority to sell the in-house
claims administration agency, WorkCare
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Compensation Services (WCS)? I trust this will
provide the Minister with a follow-up opportunity.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM (Minister for Local
Government) - I am delighted to put the record
straight and to put the facts on the table. During the
second-reading debate on the Accident
Compensation (WorkCover Insurance) Bill
Mr Theophanous complained at some length about
the sale of WorkCare Compensation Services and
described it as privatisation. He said the decision
was driven by ideological zeal and used the example
of Telecom and Optus to run an argument that the
government should keep at least one public player
in the field.
Mr Theophanous then argued about the process; he
said it was privatisation by stealth. He alluded to
backroom deals and said that the whole thing had
been secretive. I wish to put the facts on the table.
WorkCare Compensation Services has been sold that much is fact. I inform Mr Theophanous that I
am absolutely relaxed about his description of the
sale as privatisation. I take strong exception,
however, to the inference that the sale was furtive,
that backroom deals were done and that the process
has been shielded from the public view. Nothing
could be further from the truth.
I invite Mr Theophanous to examine the policy
statement the government released in May 1990, a
single line of which stated that the coalition
intended to sell WCS. How was that for secrecywe put it out in a public document!
What really got to me was that Mr Theophanous
then quoted from a briefing note provided to him by
the Managing Director of the Victorian WorkCover
Authority following a meeting I had arranged for
him earlier in the day. He was, however, good
enough to acknowledge that I had arranged that
meeting within a matter of minutes. Those facts do
not really sit with the challenge that the sale was a
secret.
Mr Theophanous had great trouble with the note he
was provided with and was thrown by the date of
the advertisement he was complaining about. He
talked about 17 July 1992, and I remember that you,
Mr President, asked him what he was trying to
establish. Still the penny did not drop. It was in fact
July 1992!
The briefing note provided to Mr Theophanous
states:

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE
Thursday. 27 May 1993

COUNCIL

Advertisements for expressions of interest closing on 17
July 1992 for Claims Administration Agents
(CAAs)--

Hon. T. C. Theophanous -For what?
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - For claims
administration agents.
Hon. T. C. Theophanous - Not for the sale of
WorkCare Compensation Services!
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - I will come to that. The
briefing note goes on:
The board approved that negotiations commence with
a short list of four applicants with the aim of
appointing one or more of these applicants as a new
CAA conditional upon:
achieving the best possible sale price for WCS and
the transfer of staff and leases.

The sale was initiated under WorkCare when
Mr Theophanous's colleague, Mr Pope, a former
Minister for Labour and the former member for
Monbulk in another place, was at the helm and was
endorsed by the board of the then Accident
Compensation Commission. But here is the rub: this
is the same briefing note Mr Theophanous was
provided with yesterday, and it states:
Two applicants were recommended but due to the
approaching election the board resolved not to proceed
with the sale of WCS.

In other words, the board of the Accident
Compensation Commission stopped the sale process
only because someone had told it that it was
politically suicidal to proceed - they didn't like the
idea of privatisation!
For the benefit of Mr Theophanous, I place on record
that all the potential authorised insurers were
invited to submit expressions of interest and, to that
extent, the process that followed under my
administration was absolutely open.
I can only conclude one of three things: that
Mr Theophanous did not read the briefing note
provided to him in good faith; that he did not
understand the basic element of it; or that the gross
misconstruction that he put to the House last night
was deliberate.
I invite Mr Theophanous to tell the House which
conclusion is most appropriate!
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USE OF UN LEADED PETROL
Hon. B. T. PULL EN (Melbourne) - I direct a
question to the Minister for Conservation and
Environment. The Australian Institute of Petroleum
Ltd, in conjunction with the Federal Minister for the
Environment, Sport and Territories, Ros Kelly,
recently released the names of 130 models of motor
vehicles built before 1986 that are capable of being
fuelled with unleaded petrol. Those vehicles
represent 30 per cent of registered vehicles built
before 1986. If it were possible to induce the drivers
. of those vehicles to change to unleaded petrol a
Significant reduction in the amount of lead emitted
into Melbourne's atmosphere would result.
Will the Minister inform the House what steps he is
taking on this issue and whether he has any definite
proposals or timetable to support and follow up on
the initiative begun by the Federal Minister?
Hon. M. A. BIRRELL (Minister for Conservation
and Environment) - I agree that it is highly
desirable that drivers who believe they need to use
super petrol but whose cars are capable of being run
on unleaded petrol should be made aware of the
options available to them. The use of unleaded
petrol would benefit the environment and, in some
cases, would be of financial benefit to the drivers
concerned - although unleaded petrol is not always
cheaper and is commonly the same price as super
petrol, despite expectations that were raised when it
was introduced.
Many people are not aware that literally dozens of
different makes of cars can use unleaded petrol. I
welcome the initiative of the Australian Institute of
Petroleum and the Federal government to promote
that fact. Five petrol companies are involved in the
promotion. The government welcomes the
distribution of the brochures and the promotion.
I spoke with the Federal Minister for the
Environment, Sport and Territories, Ros Kelly, last
Saturday about this matter. The brochure, which has
a photo of the Federal Minister in it, will enhance
community understanding of the issue. The
government looks forward to helping in the
distribution of the brochures.

PUBLIC HOUSING TENANTS
Hon. P. R. DAVIS (Gippsland) - Will the
Minister for Housing advise the House whether
sufficient notice of rent increases was given to all
affected public housing tenants?
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Hon. R. I. KNOWLES (Minister for Housing) Earlier this year I announced the results of the
revaluation of public housing stock initiated by the
former government, which led to increased rentals
for many tenants. Under the Residential Tenancies
Act it is obligatory to give 60 days notice to tenants
whose rents will be increased. A subsidy geared to a
percentage of income is provided for the
overwhelming majority of public housing tenants.
More than 90 per cent of public housing tenants
receive rent subsidisation, so they were not affected
by the revaluation.
Approximately 10 per cent of tenants were affected
by rent increases and received notices but a
miscalculation in the delivery time of Australia Post
meant people on the outskirts of the State did not
receive a clear 60 days notice. As a result the rents of
about 1297 tenants have been adjusted and letters
will now be sent out to ensure that the Residential
Tenancies Act is complied with. Those tenants will
receive notices early next month advising them of
rent changes, and this time the notices will comply
with the Act.

ACCIDENT COMPENSATION
(WORKCOVER INSURANCE) BILL
Debate resumed.

Committee
Hon. R. M. HALLAM (Minister for Local
Government) - When debating the Accident
Compensation (WorkCover) Bill last session I gave a
number of undertakings on which I shall now report
to the Committee. Firstly, I said that notional
earnings would be applied only where suitable
employment was available for workers to participate
in. To my knowledge the WorkCover Authority has
not at any stage applied notional earnings.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS Gika Jika) - On a
point of order, Mr Chairman, the Minister is making
a policy statement on the application of the principal
Act. Will the Minister explain how the policy
statement relates to the present Bill?
The CHAIRMAN (Hon. D. M. Evans) - Order!
During the second-reading debate Mr Theophanous
raised a wide range of issues relating to the principal
Act and other associated matters. It is the custom to
allow the Minister during the debate on clause 2 to
respond to points made by other honourable
members during the second-reading debate,
provided the Minister's comments remain within the
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confines of the matters raised. I recall that
Mr Theophanous raised the issue of notional
earnings during the second-reading debate, so it is
appropriate for the Minister to canvass that matter.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM (Minister for Local
Government) - The authority is developing
guidelines on notional earnings that are consistent
with the undertaking I gave to Parliament.
Secondly, on the advice of and with the words
provided by Crown Counsel, I gave an undertaking
that I would relocate section 85(a) of the
Constitution in this Bill. I have since been advised by
Crown Counsel and Parliamentary Counsel that the
relocation of that provision will not be possible in
this sessional period. It will be done in the next
sessional period.
Thirdly, I said that the subclause dealing with illegal
immigrants would not be acted upon. I went further
than that during the Parliamentary recess and
deleted that definition of worker from the Bill.
Fourthly, I gave an undertaking that solicitors costs
incurred by workers attending transitional
conciliation would be met by the authority. That has
also been done.
My final undertaking was that the authority would
make an offer at all section 135B common-law
conferences. That commitment has been met, and I
am pleased to note that common-law conference
procedures have been successful. I pay tribute to the
positive attitude adopted by the legal profession in
that context.
Clause agreed to; clauses 3 to 11 agreed to.
Clause 12
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS Gika Jika) Clause 12(2) deals with inspection of policies and
provides that:
A worker or other person who has or may have a claim
for compensation under the Accident Compensation
Act 1985 or at common law or otherwise ... may by
notice in writing require the employer to make
available for inspection a policy of insurance in force in
respect of the worker at the time the injury arose ...

What do the words "may by notice in writing"
mean? If a worker wishes to discover whether an
employer has an insurance policy, even if no
accident has occurred in the workplace, will this
provision allow the worker to ask the employer to
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examine the policy to check that he or she is covered
by workers compensation?
Hon. R. M. HALLAM (Minister for Local
Government) - The short answer is yes, that is
precisely what it means. There are two
circumstances in which the provision will be
invaluable. If the worker is not confident that the
employer has a current insurance policy it would be
appropriate for the worker to make that inquiry.
Hon. T. C. Theophanous - So any worker can
ask to have a look at the policy at any time?
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - Yes. The second
circumstance is where a worker is unsure about
whether a claim is appropriate. Before proceeding to
have the validity of the claim tested it is only
sensible to seek comfort by asking whether the
employer has a valid insurance policy.
Clause agreed to; clauses 13 to 21 agreed to.
Clause 22
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS Gika Jika) - The
clause relates to the application by an employer to
reduce premiums. I ask the Minister whether the
authorised insurer will consider a request from an
employer to reduce or delay premiums. I refer
specifically to a small business that finds itself in
financial hardship; it would be difficult for the
business to proceed if it had to pay the full premium
for the whole year.
I have already expressed concern to the Minister
about the higher premiums that will be paid by
some small and medium-sized businesses. The
government should consider proposals to change
the level of premiums to reflect those problems.
Even if the Minister's estimate that 80 per cent of
businesses will not pay any more were correct, we
must consider the plight of the remaining 20 per cent
of businesses that could face considerable hardship.
Does the provision allow for the Minister or the
Victorian WorkCover Authority to intervene in a
way that would alleviate or change the structure of
the payment of the premiums where it is a matter of
survival for a business, and particularly where a
number of people are employed?
I direct the Minister's attention to the issue because
it is enVisaged that over time all cross-subsidies for
industry will be eliminated. That will place a heavy
burden on some industries which, I think the
Minister would agree, inherently suffer more
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accidents that others. Despite appropriate accident
prevention programs being in place the nature of the
work makes it more difficult for some industries to
avoid industrial accidents. Premiums may increase
dramatically in those industries. The opposition
expresses concern about some industries and the
effect changes in policy will have on employment.
Does the Minister believe the provision allows him
or the authority the power to make an allowance or
make changes to the payment structure which
would facilitate the continued viability of those
industries?
Hon. R. M. HALLAM (Minister for Local
Government) - I will leave aside the issue raised by
Mr Theophanous in his contention that specific
industries are inherently unsafe because if we
headed off on that tangent we would be here
forever. I do not accept that proposition. The
retention of cross-subsidies is not something we
should aspire to because it sends out the wrong
message.
I turn to the point Mr Theophanous raised about
premium orders. The government has given the
Victorian WorkCover Authority some room to
manoeuvre in the way premiums are paid. It has
acknowledged the differences in workplaces.1t has
taken into account the fact that in some industries
the nature of employment is seasonal and will
fluctuate dramatically throughout the year. Given
that the world has changed to the extent that
businesses are now required to take out insurance
policies with premiums paid, at least ostensibly, up
front - that is the nature of the beast -the
government has structured premiums in such a way
that the authority has some room to manoeuvre but,
more importantly, so do individual businesses. The
premiums can be paid in advance; they can be
structured according to the requirements of the
industry; or they can be paid in arrears, with a
certain cost structure built into that. We have tried to
capture all the idiosyncrasies of individual firms and
industries within the premiums order and to
provide for the employer to apply for adjustments of
premiums where the salary costs were not
accurately predicted.
The Committee must bear in mind that the
government has asked employers to make
assessments now for the year ending June next year.
We are asking for a prediction on which their
premiums will be based. We have said that if those
predictions are 20 per cent understated, it will
require some adjustment; but if they are
overestimated, even by 1 per cent, employers can
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apply for a readjustment of the premium. That
system is designed to give ultimate flexibility. I do
not want to send out the message that if a business is
in difficulty the authority will wheel in a scheme for
that particular employer, because it is a statutory
requirement that workers be insured. I stand on the
record of the Victorian WorkCover AuthOrity and
the Accident Compensation Commission in the past.
Mr Theophanous is aware of the many instances
where arrangements have been struck for firms that
are in short-term financial trouble. The Victorian
WorkCover AuthOrity has no interest in forcing
employers into liquidation; that is not in the best
interests of anyone. Special dispensation has been
given to many companies suffering financial
hardship.

In general terms clause 22 acknowledges the variety
of circumstances in the real world, and provides the
WorkCover Authority with that flexibility.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS Uika Jika) - I
thank the Minister for the arrangements that have
been made in the past to reduce premiums for
people suffering hardship, and trust that the practice
will continue.
Before the clause is agreed to I point out that the
opposition sees these problems developing further.
Cross-subsidisation in so far as it exists between
industries will eventually be eliminated completely.
Consequently the number of industries with
inherent difficulties in reducing their level of claims
due to the nature of the work and the high level of
employment - that is, the ratio of capital to
employees is high, with the employees being the
higher component - is likely to increase as a
consequence of moving to the experience-rated
system.
The experience-rated system is not necessarily a
system which has to be biased against small
business. I have given the Minister the example of
the small and the large business with no claims
experience. Their business records are identical, yet
the small business pays higher premiums than the
large business. That situation is not about the
experience base; it is not about the application of a
principle that one has experience. It is about a
simple arbitrary decision which has been made in
the construction of a premium structure, that small
businesses will pay by an X factor more than large
businesses. It is as simple and as straightforward as
that. It has nothing to do with experience.
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Hon. R. M. Hallam - That is absolutely wrong.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - I want the
Minister to explain to me how it is that two
companies, one large and one small, with exactly the
same experience - Hon. R. M. Hallam - I have a better idea. You
explain it to me, Mr Theophanous. These are the
facts that you keep raising. I do not know where you
are getting them from.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - Since the
Minister is incapable of understanding me, maybe
he will understand the document put out by the
WorkCover Authority. At page 22 of the document
it is stated that there are no claims for a company
that is worth $50 000; it starts off with 6.80 per cent.
Hon. R. M. Hallam - Where did you get that
from?
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - The column is
headed "Experience Rating" and underneath that
appears "6.80 per cent". You just have to run your
eye down the table. Under $500 000, there is still no
claim at 5.42 per cent - the same experience. Does
the Minister understand that? The big company has
no claims - the same experience. That is what
"experience" means, is it not? It means that you have
had an experience of claims. That is what it means to
me.
What this table says is 0.72 per cent. Somebody has
decided, not on the basis of experience, but in the
WorkCover Authority, that the size of the company
will make a difference.
Hon. R. M. Hallam - No, they have not. That is
where you are wrong.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - That is what this
table says, and if I am wrong I am happy for either
the Minister or somebody in the WorkCover
Authority who understands the system to explain
why the table says no experience for one size
company, and that company pays more than a
similar company - Hon. R. M. Hallam - Which chart are you
quoting from?
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - I am quoting
from page 22 of the document dealing with the
WorkCover premium system. Maybe the Minister's
advisers can work it out since he obviously cannot.

ACCIDENT COMPENSATION (WORKCOVER INSURANCE) BILL
Thursday, 27 May 1993

COUNCIL

Hon. P. R. Hall - The Minister does not have the
document in front of him, so it is not easy.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - I do not know
how many times this has to be raised before the
Minister looks at the document. The question of
small business has been raised with him on a
number of occasions. I took the trouble to ask the
WorkCover Authority whether there was any
change as a consequence of the implementation
from these tables. I was told by the WorkCover
Authority that these tables represent what will take
place in practice. If that is the case - Hon. R. M. Hallam - Because of the
convergence rate, Mr Theophanous.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - The Minister has
been harping that somehow or other I have got it
wrong because I have said that the opposition
accepts the principle of experience rating but not the
way in which it has been applied. The Minister has
gone on and on in this place about how that is
inconsistent. The opposition says that it accepts the
principle of experience rating but that the
government has not applied it equally for the simple
reason that if a company is small and its experience
rating is identical to that of a large company, the
smaller company pays a higher premium.
Somebody decided that and it has nothing to do
with experience rating; it has to do with a decision.
I understand why somebody might make that
decision because, after all is said and done, a small
company might have a claim that turns out to be
substantial. What that is set at is critical. The
Minister could have made a decision to set that at a
rate where small or average-sized businesses were
not disadvantaged - where small business did not
have to pay more than it is. currently paying.
The opposition has gone through the proposals that
have been put by the WorkCover Authority. It is
concerned about their application because it believes
it will be disadvantaged on the evidence that has
been presented to the opposition by the WorkCover
Authority itself. The authority has provided
information to the Minister that 80 per cent of
businesses will not be disadvantaged. The
opposition does not know what the basis of those
calculations is. I do not know how those calculations
are achieved. As the Minister said, I suppose we will
see at the end of the day.
Hon. R. M. Hallam - I stand by that.
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Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS -One can only
change things on the basis of the evidence presented.
The evidence that has been presented to the
opposition by the WorkCover Authority makes it
absolutely clear that the differences are in the
premium rates, and they are very stark. The
opposition says that will disadvantage small
business and will mean that people might finish up
having to go to the wall. The opposition has asked
the Minister specifically to use his power under
clause 22 to ensure that businesses do not go to the
wall and employment in this State is not reduced
further.
Hon. PAT POWER Oika Jika) - It was not my
intention to speak on clause 22 but I wish to make
some brief comments. I do so in the context of my
belief that small business will play an enormous part
in our economic recovery when it occurs, and it is
my view after having listened to the Minister from
time to time that he shares that view. I am not
suggesting for one moment that he does not.
On the basis of the evidence and the explanation it is
reasonable to persist with the view, and in a sense
invite an explanation so that we can be appeased,
that there will not be a situation where small
companies will be paying disproportionately larger
premiums than will larger companies. I do not have
any difficulty in understanding the economies of
scale. My point is not to extend this debate but to
invite an assurance that small companies will not be
disadvantaged as a consequence of having to pay
higher premiums.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM (Minister for Local
Government) - Clause 22 refers to the way in
which an employer may apply to the authorised
insurer for a premium to be adjusted in accordance
with the conditions under the premiums order. We
are off the track a little, but I answer that by saying
the government has gone to great lengths to
recognise the variations that apply across the
corporate world. It has anticipated the issue
Mr Theophanous raises about individual
circumstances.
In response to Mr Power regarding individual
circumstances I point out that there is no difference
between the system as it applies to small business
and to large business, with one exception: the rate at
which the experience factor for sll)all business
converges. In other words, we are going to
experience-based premiums and for a very large
firm the time taken for that to occur will be
relatively short compared with that which applies to
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a small business. To that extent a safety measure has
been built in for small business.
A small employer where one individual claim may
mean a mountainous expense has been covered to
the extent that the convergence might take 20 or 30
years. However, there is no difference in the rates
that apply to industries based upon their size.
Ultimately the rate applied will depend on their
experience.
There is real protection provided to small businesses
to the extent that the rate of convergence will be
softened.
Clause agreed to; clauses 23 to 25 agreed to.
Clause 26
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS Oika Jika) - I have
a simple question following the discussions that
have just taken place. Clause 26(3) indicates that
guidelines will be issued by the authority with
respect to the payment of premiums. Can the
Minister indicate when one can expect the
guidelines will be issued, given the short period
before the new premium structures are to be put in
place, and whether in those guidelines there will be
some allowance for the issues that were canvassed
earlier?
Hon. R. M. HALLAM (Minister for Local
Government) - There will be some allowance
because the precise objective is to cover the
circumstances of which Mr Theophanous speaks. I
am not in a position to give a report on where those
guidelines are in terms of preparation, but the
authority understands the crucial nature of the
timing, given that workers compensation is about to
change dramatically. I have no doubt the guidelines
will be available at the appropriate time.
Clause agreed to.
Clause 27
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS Oika Jika) - Clause
27 relates to applications for issue of licences to
private organisations as claims agents. The
opposition is concerned about that. The Minister
spent some time in answer to a question pointing
out the process that was adopted under WorkCare
and the subsequent sale of WorkCare Compensation
Services. I am concerned about the appoinbnent of
new insurers.
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I direct the attention of the Minister to an article in
the Age of 18 May 1993 in which it is reported that
three insurance firms that had been expelled by
WorkCare have been reappointed or are in the
process of being reappointed by the WorkCover
AuthOrity. The three companies are Manufactures
Mutual Insurance Ltd, C. E. Heath Insurance and
Mercantile Mutual Insurance. It was decided by the
WorkCare authority at that time to expel the three
companies for whatever reasons. I do not have
access to the reasons why the companies were
expelled but, according to the article, they have been
reappointed as claims agents under a different set of
criteria from those that will apply under clause 27.
I do not know whether it means that the legislation
will apply to those firms and whether they will get
past other criteria specified in the legislation for the
granting of licences. I know the three companies
were provided with licences. They were expelled by
the former WorkCare authority. I raise the matter in
the context that one of the companies, Mercantile
Mutual Insurance, was not only granted a licence
but was successful in purchasing the country
operations of WorkCare Compensation Services.
That company obtained not only a licence but a
portfolio of business with a sizeable income stream.
The total WorkCare Compensation Services income
stream amounted to apprOximately $150 million, so
half the country business would generate at least
several million dollars. Despite being expelled by
WorkCare, the company has been given a licence
and half the business of WCS. I say "given" because
the Minister has not been prepared to tell the public
how much WorkCare Compensation Services was
sold for. In his response last night he carried on
about the sale process, which he claims was initiated
under WorkCare.
Hon. R. M. Hallam interjected.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - You can't have it
both ways, Minister. You cannot say I
misunderstood the briefing note and then claim I
tried to mislead the House.
Hon. R. M. Hallam - Put on the record which
one it was, because that would be helpful. Did you
abuse the system or did you simply misunderstand?
The CHAIRMAN - Order! The debate on
clause 27 is very narrow. I invite Mr Theophanous to
come back to the clause and to make his point
succinctly. If he requires a response, I shall give the
Minister the opportunity of doing so.
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Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - I have no
difficulty in coming back to the clause,
Mr Chairman, which has to do with applications for
the issuing of licences. Clearly the old process was
inadequate. The new process will water down that
inadequate process because it will not succeed in
weeding out those claims agents that may not be up
to scratch for a number of reasons, including a
failure to meet the necessary prudential
requirements. Our concerns are based on reports
that the WorkCare authority expelled three
companies that the Minister - The CHAIRMAN - Order! Mr Theophanous has
referred on several occasions to the expulsion of
those three companies. He has made his point, and I
ask him to round off his remarks.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - The opposition
seeks from the Minister the exact price of the sale of
WorkCare Compensation Services to the claims
agents, so that the public is aware of the facts.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM (Minister for Local
Government) - I want the record to show that I
resent the way Mr Theophanous is running the
debate. So far as I am aware, MMI was not expelled
by WorkCare, so Mr Theophanous has done at least
one company a grave disservice.
Hon. T. C. Theophanous - I am simply quoting
from the paper.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - I don't care where you
are quoting from. You have just besmirched the
name of one company, and that is wrong. I also
believe the article is wrong, and that an apology is
called for. I am not in a pOSition to comment on the
reasons why C. E. Heath and Mercantile Mutual left
the old system. I do not know about the
circumstances, and I suspect that Mr Theophanous
does not know about them.
Hon. T. C. Theophanous - I don't; I have said
that.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - That didn't stop you
from raising the issue. MM! has just purchased
Switzerland Insurance, thereby acquiring
approximately 23 per cent of the Victorian market,
which makes it a very important player. It is
important to clarify the issue, at least to the extent of
saying that MM! was not expelled by WorkCare. I
assure the Committee that the prudential
requirements will be extremely tough. We are not
interested in allowing into the system anyone who
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cannot hack the pace. Because we want the system
to work, it would be illogical to allow in marginal
players.
The Victorian WorkCover Authority will be issuing
the licences. They are not unassailable rights but
simply licences to be authorised insurers. It has been
made abundantly clear to the companies that have
been identified as potential licensees that apart from
ensuring that they meet the basic prudential
requirements, the Victorian WorkCover AuthOrity
will jealously guard its integrity and standing. We
will not allow that to be sullied in any way.
Apart from the fact that the assertion
Mr Theophanous makes about MMI is
fundamentally wrong - Hon. T. C. Theophanous - Is this Mercantile
Mutual Insurance or Manufactures Mutual
Insurance?
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - MM! - Manufactures
Mutual Insurance. I reassure the Committee that the
issue of the prudential requirements has been
covered and that - Hon. Rosemary Varty interjected.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - I agree, Mrs Varty; in
any event, they will have to run the gauntlet of the
Federal commissioner.
Hon. T. C. Theophanous - How about telling us
how much you got for WorkCare Compensation
Services?
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - I do not intend to,
because that is - Hon. T. C. Theophanous - It's outrageous,
selling a public asset and not telling people how
much you got for it.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - You can run that line as
many times as you like, but you will never convince
me that it is appropriate to reveal the outcome,
given that it was a commercial transaction.
Whatever else, the successful tenderer is entitled to
rely on the confidence of those involved in the
process.

Honourable members interjecting.
The CHAIRMAN - Order! The Minister has the
call. Other honourable members will have an
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opportunity to participate in the debate in due
course.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - I do not intend to
release the price paid for WCS because I believe it
would be inappropriate to do so.
Hon. B. W. MIER (Waverley) - I am concerned
that the clause will lead to the reintroduction of the
rorts that occurred under the old workers
compensation insurance system. A favourite rort of
insurers was the selling of workers compensation
insurance to individual employers. They ran a
handy little business, because they worked hand
and glove with employers.
Hon. ROSEMARY VARTY (Silvan) - On a
point of order, Mr Acting Chairman, Mr Mier is
raising issues that have nothing to do with clause 27.
The ACTING CHAIRMAN (Hon. P. R. Hall) Order! Mr Mier is just starting to comment on the
clause, but I remind him it is about authorised
insurers. I shall give him the opportunity to relate
his remarks to the clause.
Hon. B. W. MIER (Waverley) - The companies
ran a racket. Under the old system premiums were
based on the number of employees employed by a
company, but that changed when WorkCare was
introduced and premiums were determined by the
size of the payroll.
Under the previous system the employer would
have three sets of books: one for himself, one for the
Commissioner of Taxation, and one for workers
compensation. The insurance company
representative would hawk his company's business
on the basis that he would turn a blind eye to the
number of employees on the payroll and the
employer would pay the premiums on whatever
numbers he chose.
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because experience has shown the dangers inherent
in that process. Workers compensation boards were
established in 1937 to overcome those very problems.
Clause 27 has a broad application and I have the
right to warn the Committee of those dangers.
The ACI'ING CHAIRMAN - Order! I accept
Mr Mier's explanation. However, I uphold the point
of order in this sense: the nature of the speech
Mr Mier is developing is more appropriate for the
second-reading debate. The Committee is dealing
with clause 27. I ask Mr Mier to round up his
comments and make them pertinent to the clause,
more in the nature of the explanation that he has just
given.
Hon. B. W. MIER - All honourable members
who have compassion about injured workers and
their welfare should be fearful at the effect the clause
may have in allowing certain insurance companies
to re-enter the marketplace, which they previously
rorted over many years.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS Gika Jika) - I want
to put on the record that my source for the claim
about the expelled group of companies was an
article in the Age of 18 May. I shall accept the
Minister's comments if he says that article is
incorrect. However, it is not unreasonable for me to
reach that conclusion given that the managing
director of Mercantile Mutual, Mr Phil Shiriff, is
quoted saying that he spent a lot of time with the old
Accident Compensation Commission trying to find
out why his company's licence had been terminated.
It is not unreasonable for me to draw the conclusion
that I have from that article. The opposition is still

concerned that a number of companies - I am not
sure whether it is two or three - that were expelled
have been given licences.
Hon. R. M. Hallam - No-one has a licence yet.

Hon. ROSEMARY VARTY (Silvan) -On a
point of order, Mr Acting Chairman, clause 27 is
very specific. It refers to the application by a
corporation for the issue of a licence to be an
authorised insurer. Mr Mier is launching into an
argument about the way employers kept their
records for the purpose of calculating workers
compensation premiums.
Hon. B. W. MIER (Waverley) -On the point of
order, Mr Acting Chairman, I was highlighting the
dangers associated with handing back workers
compensation to private insurance companies,

Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - That will be the
effect of the clause. The article states that three
companies will be given licences. I ask the Minister
what status Mercantile Mutual has. The opposition
is aware it has acquired 50 per cent of WorkCare
Compensation Services, because that is shown in the
annual report of the Victorian WorkCover
Authority. The Minister should clarify for
everyone's benefit the status of Mercantile Mutual
and whether Mr Phil Shiriff is the managing director
of that company.
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Hon. D. A. NARDELLA (Melbourne North) The opposition is concerned that companies that
were previously expelled from the system may be
issued with new licences. Clause 28 refers to the
determination of the application for licences.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM (Minister for Local
Government) - On a point of order, Mr Acting
Chairman, the Committee is debating clause 27 and
not clause 28.
The ACTING CHAIRMAN - Order! Although I
do not yet uphold the point of order, Mr Nardella
should comment on clause 27.
Hon. D. A. NARDELLA (Melbourne North) The opposition is concerned that any applicant for a
licence should be an authorised insurer. C.E. Heath
Insurance was expelled from workers compensation,
but under this clause that company can apply for a
licence. When I was in the construction industry this
company was one of the worst companies involved
in workers compensation. It was involved in bad
claim details, losing files and improper servicing.
In relation to the sale of WorkCare Compensation
Services, I have checked with a person then working
in the Ministerial office and the "briefing paper"
referred to during the second-reading debate.
According to my source, the affair never became
public. The Minister did not know what was
happening.
Hon. R. M. Hallam - Which Minister?
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Hon. PAT POWER - I am quite happy,
Mrs Varty, for this debate to take much longer than
it ought to.
It is reasonable in this debate and other debates for

members on both sides of the House to make
reference to newspaper articles and to seek comment
from the government in response to those
newspaper articles. It is unreasonable that the
government responds to that invitation by asserting
that the honourable member has besmirched a
company.
When a newspaper report is being quoted, the
government has the opportunity to confirm or deny
the report. It would be better that Hansard did not
show an allegation that Mr Theophanous had
sought to besmirch a company.
Clause agreed to.
Clause 28
Hon. D. A. NARDELLA (Melbourne North) Clause 28(1)(b) refers to the "financial Viability,
including the amount of paid-up share capital". I
heard what the Minister had to say about an
applicant having the assets and viability to be issued
a licence. Will there be some type of minimum, for
instance, for company shares or for paid-up capital?
For example, I would not want to see a company
that has a minimum amount of share capital pick up
those responsibilities only to go bust, with no
backing to meet its liabilities. What about the
problems that will cause to applicants?

Hon. T. C. Theophanous - The previous one.
Clause agreed to; clauses 29 to 35 agreed to.
Hon. D. A. NARDELLA - Mr Pope did not
know that was happening. It all goes to the point of
what you were saying, M~ster, that the former
government was going through the process of
privatising, whereas my source leads me to believe
that the issue was being driven by the authority
itself, but without authority.
Hon. PAT POWER Oika Jika) - I wish to
comment on the Hansard record showing a claim by
the government that Mr Theophanous has
besmirched a company, as I understand it.
Hon. Rosemary Varty - Why are you
apologising on his behalf? Why can't he do that
himself?

Clause 36
Hon. D. A. NARDELLA (Melbourne North) - I
ask the Minister how subclause (2) will be
determined: will the determination be made by the
board or will other mechanisms in the Victorian
WorkCover AuthOrity put that into effect?
Hon. R. M. HALLAM (Minister for Local
Government) - I am not sure what Mr Nardella is
asking. If he asks whether an assignment under this
provision could take place only with the authority of
the board, I invite him to read subclause (2), which
states:
The Authority may upon the application of an
authorised insurer assign all or any class of WorkCover
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insurance policies of the authorised insurer to another
authorised insurer specified by the Authority.

It is a rather simple process, but it would have to run
the administrative gauntlet of the authority.
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The provision is simply to reassure the world that if
there is a short-term problem with one of the
statutory funds, the claim automatically becomes the
responsibility of the central authority.
Clause agreed to; clause 54 agreed to.

Hon. D. A. Nardella - Would that be a board or
another mechanism?

Clause 55

Hon. R. M. HALLAM - The board is ultimately
responsible for whatever administration is required.
There may be delegations involved, as would apply
in any other circumstance, but finally the board of
the authority has its butt on the line in all these
issues.

Hon. D. A. NARDELLA (Melbourne North) Will the Minister further explain subclause (2)(d)?
Will he explain whether the provision covers
subcontractors? In my experience in the metal
construction industry, often subcontractors are not
covered by workers compensation.

Clause agreed to; clauses 37 to 52 agreed to.

Hon. R. M. HALLAM (Minister for Local
Government) - It does not necessarily cover
subcontractors in exactly the same way that it does
not necessarily cover anyone else other than in those
circumstances where the employer is not a holder of
a current insurance policy at the time of the injury.

Clause 53
Hon. D. A. NARDELLA (Melbourne North) Under the provisions of this clause there should be
an immediate referral to the Victorian WorkCover
Authority in the first instance through the
authorised insurer. I have a problem with the
provision because if the applicant does not know the
process up front, you could have a position whereby
the actual claim is delayed for a period, thereby
creating extra stress for the claimant.
I do not know whether it is a mechanical matter. I
understand what is being put in place, namely, if the
authorised insurer cannot handle payment of a
claim, it must go to another body; but it may be
better handled in the first instance by the authorised
insurer taking it directly to the authority rather than
having a separate system, as I read the provision,
whereby the claimant then has to apply to the
authority.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM (Minister for Local
Government) - Mr Nardella is referring to an issue
which is transitory and short term in nature. This is
designed simply to ensure that the authority is
ultimately responsible for the payment of any claim.
The opposition should bear in mind that we are
going through a process of transfer from a central
fund organisation to one which has several
authorised insurers, and in the transition process we
want to make it clear to everyone that where there is
a problem with the rate of the accumulation of funds
for a particular insurer, the authority is always the
insurer's last resort -in all cases!

It is simply a reassurance of the ultimate insurance
cover, so that if in an individual circumstance a
claimant is disadvantaged because the employer
was not insured at that time, the responsibility
automatically flows to the central authority. It is
there by way of a catch-all phrase.

Clause agreed to; clauses 56 to 79 agreed to.
Clause 80
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS (Jika Jika) - I
move:
1.

Clause 80, after line 21, insert'() in paragraph (b) of the definition of "notional
earnings" for "determines" substitute "(but
not a delegate of the Authority or self-insurer)
determines in writing";'

The amendment has the effect of ensuring that
notional earnings cannot be applied except with the
written and express permission of the Victorian
WorkCover Authority. The Minister has said that in
his view notional earnings will be used as a reserve
power.
The legislation establishes claims agents and
provides them with a great deal of autonomy in
determining and processing claims. As the Minister
has said, and is proud to say, it is the first step in the
partial privatisation of the WorkCover system. He
says that notional earnings ought not be used except
in the most rare of circumstances; the opposition's
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difficulty is that while the legislative power exists,
whatever the Minister might say or feel about
individual companies and the use of notional
earnings as a reserve power, those companies will
have the legislative power to use notional earnings.
Amendment No. 1 attempts to ensure that private
agents have to apply in writing to the WorkCover
Authority to be able to use the concept of notional
earnings in a specific instance. Then the WorkCover
Authority would make the determination.
I bring to the attention of the House an example of
how the concept of notional earnings could be used
at two levels: first, it could simply be applied;
second, and the opposition views this as the more
dangerous application, notional earnings could be
used as a weapon to frighten people into accepting
other settlements under the Act. In that context I
bring to the attention of the House the case of
Mr Koutsakis, who was written to by the
Department of Business and Employment. I have
previously raised this matter with the Minister. A
letter dated 26 March states:
The WorkCover Authority has advised me that IMC
has discussed the issue of notional earnings with your
client, Mr Joe Shepherd, so he could be aware of all
issues current and pending before considering an offer
of an interim settlement under section 115A of the Act.

The letter was addressed to Mr Koutsakis, but the
case the letter dealt with related to Mr Joe Shepherd.
Mr Koutsakis worked for Blackburn and Co. When I
raised this matter with the Minister, he wrote back
to me but did not address the issue I was specifically
concerned about.
The CHAIRMAN - Order! The scope of this
debate does not include a~king for answers to
questions. The honourable member should propose
the amendment and give the reasons for moving it. I
ask the honourable member to come quickly to the
nub of his argument.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - My reason for
moving the amendment relates to the opposition's
concern that notional earnings will be employed by
claims agents to frighten people into accepting
settlements, and I am relating an example to the
House. The letter I read relates to the specific
example. I have pointed out to the Minister that he
did not respond to me on the specific issue I raised,
but on broader issues concerning whether notional
earnings would be applied as from April of this
year. The example I have related illustrates the use
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of notional earnings in a way that is objectionable to frighten people into accepting claims.
Hon. ROSEMARY VARTY (Silvan) - On a
point of order, Mr Chairman, the clause relates to
the definition of notional earnings. Mr Theophanous
is not addressing the definition; he is putting
forward a proposition on the application of the
definition.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS Oika Jika) - On the
point of order, Mr Chairman, Mrs Varty obviously
does not understand how the definition works. I am
told by Parliamentary Counsel that the insertion into
the definition of the words "(but not a delegate of
the authority or self-insurer) determines in writing",
would have precisely the effect I have been
discussing. Notional earnings could not be used by
claims agents except with the specific written
authority of the WorkCover AuthOrity.
The CHAIRMAN - Order! Provided that the
honourable member stays on that line of argument,
his remarks are in order. The honourable member
should explain why he has moved the amendment. I
believe the honourable member has abided by that
stricture.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - As I have tried
to explain, the amendment changes the definition of
notional earnings to ensure that written authority is
provided from the WorkCover Authority wherever
notional earnings are applied. The amendment
excludes a delegate of the authority or a self-insurer
from using notional earnings without permission;
only the WorkCover AuthOrity can give that
permission.
My purpose in making the change is to put notional
earnings at arm's length from the claims agents.
That would maintain the use of notional earnings as
a reserve power. Certainly the power could still be
used, which is in accordance with a range of
statements made by the Minister. A line in his letter
to me says:
I have, however, always said that notional earnings
should be applied only as a reserve power.

I should like the Minister to explain how he will be
able to implement such a policy, given that the
legislation gives claims agents increased autonomy
in the processing of claims and they will, therefore,
be able to employ the concept of notional earnings
almost at will.
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I have given the Minister a specific instance of
notional earnings having already been used to try to
get people to take some other sort of action. This
amendment is appropriate and the government
should seriously consider it because it is in keeping
with statements the Minister has made. It would
allow notional earnings to remain but would protect
workers from the abuse of notional earnings by
claims agents in specific cases.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM (Minister for Local
Government) - The government is not prepared to
accept the amendment proposed by
Mr Theophanous on two grounds. The first is a
technical ground and I shall come to a practical
ground later. The technical ground is that the effect
of Mr Theophanous's amendment is different from
that which he outlined to the Committee. He has
proposed that after the words "authorised insurer or
self-insurer" the words "(but not a delegate of the
authority or self-insurer)" be added. The crucial
words are ''but not a delegate of the authority or
self-insurer". Mr Theophanous has tried to explain
that this is intended to prevent an authorised insurer
from applying notional earnings. He has overlooked
a consequential amendment made by clause 78(1)(c)
of the Bill, which actually amends the definition of
"notional earnings" to add authorised insurers to the
persons able to apply notional earnings. This
consequential amendment makes the amendment
now proposed by Mr Theophanous unworkable.
The amendment attempts to prevent the authority
from delegating notional earnings decisions to
insurers, but the Bill gives insurers primary
decision-making capacity in respect of that. Indeed,
it makes it clear that the application of notional
earnings is a responsibility of authorised insurers. I
am happy to debate whether authorised insurers
. should be able to apply notional earnings, but it
would be a waste of the Chamber's time to entertain
Mr Theophanous's suggested amendment because it
does not achieve that purpose.
In addition the government declines the proposed
amendment on a different argument: that is, the
actual practicality of having authorised insurers
responsible for the administration of notional
earnings. I do not resile from the commitment I gave
on behalf of the government that notional earnings
would be used only as a reserve power. I have put
that on the record time and again, and
Mr Theophanous has been good enough to
acknowledge that that commitment has been given.
He has also argued that we should keep the process
at arm's length; that in fact the central authority
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should always have some sort of oversight of the
application.
I suggest to the Committee that we can do that quite
well by having guidelines issued. That was our
intention and that is what will be followed. I suggest
that the effect of Mr Theophanous's amendment will
be captured by the guidelines that are to be
formulated and distributed by the authority, but I
also suggest that the effect he suggests in his
amendment is inappropriate.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS Gika Jika) - The
opposition does not accept that a set of guidelines
issued by the authority to the claims agents is an
adequate way of controlling the use of notional
earnings. We do not believe the claims agents will be
under any obligation to abide by those guidelines,
given that the Act clearly states that they can apply
notional earnings. We also believe claims agents will
threaten people with the application of notional
earnings in order to get settlements, and I have
given an example of that occurring.
The opposition believes the appropriate place for
any decision on notional earnings should be with the
Victorian WorkCover Authority rather than with
private claims agents. It is a serious matter to apply
such a notion and already it has been abused in a
range of ways. We do not accept the Minister's point
about the principle of this amendment.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM (Minister for Local
Government) - I do not wish to labour the point
because I was actually giving Mr Theophanous the
chance to retire gracefully. We can debate the
wisdom of how notional earnings are administered
by the authorised insurers, but my point is that the
amendment does not achieve the outcome
Mr Theophanous desires. In fact it would have the
reverse effect.
Hon. T. C. Tbeophanous - How could it have
the reverse effect?
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - If Mr Theophanous
reads his amendment in conjunction with the
consequential amendment made in clause 78(1)(c) he
will find that the definition of notional earnings will
supersede his amendment and make it nonsensical.
Clause 78(1)(c) refers to the change in the definition
of notional earnings and actually applies it to the
clause that Mr Theophanous is seeking to amend.
Committee divided on amendment:
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Ayes, 11
Henshaw, Mr (Ttller)
Hogg, Mrs
Kokocinski, Ms
McLean, Mrs
Mier, Mr
Nardella, Mr

Power, Mr (Ttller)
Pullen, Mr
Theophanous, Mr
Walpole,Mr
White,Mr

Noes, 25
Asher, Ms
Ashman, Mr
Atkinson, Mr
Baxter, Mr
Best, Mr
Bishop, Mr
Bowden, Mr
Brideson, Mr
Connard, Mr
Cox, Mr
Craige, Mr
Davis, Mr
de Fegely, Mr

Forwood, Mr (Ttller)
Guest, Mr (Ttller)
Hall,Mr
Hallam,Mr
Hartigan, Mr
Knowles,Mr
Skeggs, Mr
Storey, Mr
Strong, Mr
Varty, Mrs
Wells, Dr
Wilding,Mrs
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Hon. R. M. HALLAM (Minister for Local
Government) - In the first instance the government
does not accept Mr Theophanous's amendment and
I do not accept his description of the retrospective
aspect of the Bill. The provision is designed to stop a
solicitor going to the County Court when he or she
could go to the Magistrates Court. Under the
amendment, the legal costs would be higher. Under
the provision as drafted 29 April is effectively the
deadline, whereas the amendment would make the
operative date the date on which the Bill receives
Royal assent. Under the Bill the Magistrate Court
costs will apply from the date of the second reading
of the Bill in the Assembly. In fact there are
numerous precedents to suggest that is the
appropriate way of drawing a line in the sand.
Hon. T. C. Theophanous - Which precedent?
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - There are plenty.
Hon. T. C. Theophanous - Can you give the
Committee one?

Pairs
Brumby, Mr
Davidson, Mr
Ives, Mr

Smith,Mr
Birrell, Mr
Stoney, Mr

Amendment negatived; clause agreed to; clauses 81
to 87 agreed to.
Clause 88
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS Gika Jika) - I
move:
2.

Clause 88, page 65, line 19, omit "29 April 1993" and
insert "the day on which this Act receives the
Royal Assent".

The purpose of the amendment is to remove the
retrospective element that is built into the
legislation. I make the political point that whenever
the former Labor government introduced legislation
it was admonished if the measure had retrospective
applica tion.
This is another example of this government's double
standards. It is prepared to entertain retrospectivity
in this instance. Although it is not a long period,
nevertheless the principle remains. The appropriate
time for the Act to come into force is when it
receives Royal assent and not on some arbitrary date
that the Minister decides would not be a bad idea.
The opposition does not support the retrospective
element of the measure, which is a reflection of the
government's double standards.

Hon. R. M. HALLAM - Time and again, instead
of using the second reading of a Bill, the Prime
Minister has used a press release. I can give a whole
range of tax rulings that have been signalled by a
statement by the Prime Minister, even outside
Parliament.
The provision simply says, "Here is the line in the
sand". That line was drawn immediately so that it
would avoid people jumping the queue. This
provision represents no disadvantage to injured
workers. Mr Theophanous has castigated me on
occasion for showing no compassion, but the only
people who will be disadvantaged by the proviSion
will be the lawyers because of the differential in
costs between the Magistrates Court and the County
Court. There is no downside for injured workers.
The only downside is for those who represent them
in the legal process. I worry about the motives of
Mr Theophanous in moving the amendment. I am
trying to avoid unnecessary costs. I repeat: there is
no downside for an injured worker in what the
government is trying to achieve.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS Gika Jika) - Again
the Minister insists on casting aspersions on my
integrity. I outlined to the Committee that the
purpose of the amendment was to remove the
element of retrospectivity. It was not to make a point
about lawyers receiving a differential in costs or
whether injured workers received a differential. I
did not make those points. I made my position clear:
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the amendment is based on the principle of
retrospectivity and nothing else.
Amendment negatived; clause agreed to.
Clause 89
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS Gika Jika) - I
move:
3. Clause 89, line 23, after "dispute" insert "produce".

Amendment No. 4 is consequential on amendment
No. 3.
The purpose of the amendments is to try to put in
place a situation in which the conciliation process
will not necessarily be delayed if a person who is
required to produce evidence or information in
relation to a dispute before the conciliator does not
have certain documents or information that cannot
reasonably be obtained.
The opposition is concerned about delays in
conciliation and believes the government should not
find the amendments objectionable. The
amendments would provide that, in circumstances
where information could not reasonably be
obtained, the conciliation process could continue.
The opposition is concerned about people being
asked for information by the Victorian WorkCover
Authority or claims agents acting on its behalf. I
refer to a situation in which, after a claims officer for
Switzerland General Insurance Co. Ltd had written
to an individual requesting that the person obtain a
medical certificate from his treating doctor - I am
happy to make the document available to the
Minister - the treating doctor informed the
WorkCover claims officer that he was a busy man
and would not have the report ready for three to
four weeks. Although the worker could not be
blamed in such a situation, the claims agent replied
that it had tried to obtain the report and that:
If we don't have this report by 28 May 1993 (another
two weeks) we will be forced to terminate your
payments without regard to your evidence.

It is outrageous that a worker who, as a consequence
of something a doctor has done, is not able to make a
document available should be penalised and lose his
payments. I do not know whether the claims agent
expected the worker to beat the doctor over the head
until he produced the report.
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That example is part of the evidence that is building
up of the mistreatment of workers by claims agents.
The opposition continues to bring these examples
forward to the Minister, but the Minister insists on
keeping his head buried in the sand. Amendment
No. 4, by inserting in clause 89 the words "if in the
possession of the party", would at least offer some
protection to workers: they would be required to
produce evidence only if it was in their possession.
I ask the Minister to respond to the comments I have
made and to advise whether he will agree to the
amendments.

Hon. R. M. HALLAM (Minister for Local
Government) - I can assure Mr Theophanous that I
am quite happy to take up the particular case he
cites, although I do not wish to comment on it until I
have had a chance of investigating it.
I do not really believe the amendments are
necessary. MrTheophanous seems to be saying that
an injured worker should not be required to produce
medical evidence that he or she cannot get hold of.
That is already the situation at law; no-one can
compel a person to provide evidence, and under the
system people cannot be disadvantaged for not
being able to do so.

In fact, in discussing what he hoped to achieve in the
amendments Mr Theophanous provided a quite
different explanation. He talked about the question
of "availability" of medical evidence. He said that
the amendments he was introducing were designed
to overcome circumstances in which evidence could
not reasonably be obtained. I suggest that issue has
already been covered.
Having material in one's possession is not an
appropriate test. It could well be that a choice would
be made not to have it in one's possession, in which
case a defence for not producing it would be
available. I suggest that the amendments do not
address the issue the honourable member suggests
they do and leave the door open in reverse - they
are perhaps even perverse!
The circumstances outlined by Mr Theophanous are
caught by existing law. The government does not
accept the thrust of his argument or the necessity for
the amendments.
Amendment negatived; clause agreed to; clause 90
agreed to.
Clause 91
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Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS Gika Jika) - I
move:
5. Clause 91, after line 15, insert "'() in section 93A(2), for paragraph (b)
substitute "(b) if the worker is partially incapacitated, the

rate of 95 per cent of the difference
between the worker's pre-injury average
weekly earnings and the worker's
notional earnings;".'

Amendments Nos 6 and 7 circulated in my name are
consequential on amendment No. 5. The effect of the
amendments is to enable workers to receive an
appropriate percentage of the difference between
their pre-injury average weekly earnings and the
notional earnings as distinct from the difference
between a percentage of the pre-injury average
weekly earnings and the notional earnings; in other
words, the calculation would be accomplished by
looking at the worker's pre-injury average weekly
earnings and then paying the worker a percentage of
the difference between that amount and the notional
earnings, as distinct from a lesser amount which
would occur if a percentage of the pre-injury
average weekly earnings were used.
The Committee will understand that it is a complex
matter issue to explain. I will begin by saying that
the opposition believes that the Act as it stands
deters people from going from part-time work onto
full-time work.
The opposition has made that point on a number of
occasions but the Minister does not understand it. In
the past he has said that the only time notional
earnings would be applied would be in respect of
part-time work. A great many people have brought
this matter to my attention and I have brought those
cases to the attention of the Minister because
workers' payments have been reduced dramatically
by the allocation of notional earnings.
In order to get my point across I would like have a
table incorporated in Hansard.
The CHAIRMAN - Order! Has the honourable
member checked with the government and Hansard
that it is suitable for incorporation?
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - I have not,
Mr Chairman, but I am happy for honourable
members to refer to it as I discuss the issue. It will
also help honourable members to understand why
the opposition has moved these amendments.
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It is my proposition that the Minister has not

understood how the allocation of notional earnings
is acting as a disincentive for people to go back to
part-time work. I have tried to make that point on a
number of occasions. The Minister's letter to me of
28 April says:
As there has been some confusion about notional
earnings, I would like to explain clearly the
government's policy on notional earnings, and then
deal with your question of April 1993.

In the second of the three points the Minister makes
in that letter he says:
A partially incapacitated worker should seek to
supplement weekly payments by returning to suitable
part-time work.

He makes that specific point in relation to notional
earnings. The opposition contends that it is
impossible for part-time workers to supplement
their income given the way notional earnings are
being applied. The Minister has either not
understood how the legislation works or he has no
idea how notional earnings are being applied.
For example, under the WorkCover system if a
person who earned $400 a week before his injury
received $60 a day for working two days a week,
WorkCover would pay 60 per cent of his pre-injury
earnings, which is $240. It would then take the $160
earned from the part-time work away from the $240
and the worker would receive a payment from
WorkCover of only $80; $80 plus $160 equals $240. If
the person did not work at all he would still receive
$240. There is no incentive for a person to work
part-time because it does not increase his income.
Under WorkCare the part-time earnings of $160
would have been deducted from the pre-injury
earnings of $400 and the WorkCare payment would
equal 60 per cent of the $240 difference. The worker
would then get $144 from WorkCare plus the $160
from part-time work, a total of $304 dollars, whereas
if he stayed at home he would get only $240. So
there is a disincentive under WorkCover for people
to supplement their incomes by working part-time.
The Minister clearly does not understand what has
occurred under WorkCover because he wrote to me
and said that notional earnings ought to be used
because a worker could supplement his weekly
payments by returning to suitable part-time work.
How does the Minister expect people to cope under
those circumstances? No matter how much they
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work, whether for one day, two days or three days,
they are not supplementing their incomes.
Hon. R. M. Hallam - Until they get above the
$240.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - It is not
supplementation of income, because at $240 they get
nothing, they are off the benefits. The Minister does
not understand how the legislation acts as a
deterrent to people working part-time. The Minister
has said time and again that this legislation is about
getting people back to work and providing
incentives for them to get back to work. The
example I have given illustrates clearly why it is not
in the interests of individuals to work part-time and
gradually rehabilitate themselves. A lot of people
will not bother because they will be no better off. It
is not just an issue of incentive but an issue of equity.
I now refer the Minister to the situation of a person
who works for three days part-time and receives
$240, while WorkCover pays him nothing. Where is
the equity? A worker, through no fault of his own,
was injured in an industrial or workplace accident.
He is capable of working three days a week, so he
goes back to work for those days. Then he cops the
full penalty for the accident. The Victorian
WorkCover Authority does not pay anything; the
employer does not pay anything; the worker cops
the full penalty by not receiving anything for the
remaining two days of the working week.
I will illustrate my point by referring to an
individual case. A Mrs Siveska, who suffered a
serious neck injury at work, was receiving a minimal
payment under WorkCover. She decided to try to
rehabilitate herself by going back to work part-time,
three days a week. The case was pursued by her
solicitor, who received a letter from Industrial
Mutual Compensation Pty Ltd, which states:
Under the new system, you are not entitled to weekly
payments because the level of your weekly earnings
precludes entitlement.

I am advised that Mrs Siveska wanted to get back to
work. She was trying to rehabilitate herself. The
company admitted liability and paid her for some of
the time she was off work. This woman decided to
resume work on restricted hours. I have been
advised that both the employer and the employee
were happy with the arrangements to accommodate
her. Mrs Siveska thought she was being rehabilitated
back to work and had no complaint about the way
she had been treated.
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Then the claims agent decided it would use the
notional earnings provisions and pay Mrs Siveska
nothing, not even the small amount she has been
getting as a supplementary payment. She appealed
to the WorkCover conciliation service against the
decision, but it was unable to do anything about it.
The claims agent had the right to apply the notional
earnings in any way for part-time work because the
government had introduced legislation providing
for that to occur. Mrs Siveska was notified by her
solicitor that she had no grounds to pursue the case
any further. She is currently earning $360 a week by
working three days part-time, but because the
amount is more than 60 per cent of her pre-injury
income she gets no supplementary payment. This
woman wonders what is the point of going to work
when she can stay at home and receive almost the
same amount. She would not have to pay the cost of
her journeys to and from work or other costs
associated with being at work.
The opposition claims that is a disincentive to
working part time. It costs the individual money.
The person cannot say, "l am earning $240 a week, at
least pay me for the cost of having to travel to work
and home". The proviSions are applied
indiscriminately to people in a way that create a
disincentive to return to part-time work.
On a number of occasions I have directed this issue
to the attention of the Minister and provided him
with letters from claims agents where part-time
workers were the first to be attacked by WorkCover
claims agents who in letters told those people they
would no longer receive the supplementary
payments. They had their payments reduced by $18,
$3 or whatever. The amendments will overcome the
problem and restore the equity of the system.

As the Minister has indicated that he will not
support the amendments, I ask him to examine the
use of the notional earnings principle for part-time
workers and tell claims agents that if they want to
apply notional earnings for part-time workers they
should not do it indiscriminately because it acts as a
disincentive to go back to work part-time.
The Minister and his staff should work out a
formula so that claims agents can apply 60 per cent,
70 per cent or 80 per cent of earnings to claims.
There will then be some incentive for people to
return to work on a part-time basis without
suffering absolutely and having their payments
completely removed. As the Minister will not
support the opposition's amendments, I seek from
him an assurance along those lines.
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Hon. B. W. MIER (Waverley) - I endorse the
comments of Mr Theophanous. The point he made
about the notional earnings provisions relating to
rehabilitation is important. Those provisions imply
that part-time work is some form of rehabilitation,
and that is wrong. The return to part-time work
implies that the injured employee is not fully
recovered and that he or she is undertaking some
rehabilitation. The government apparently believes
part-time work will rehabilitate workers because
they will be performing duties for shorter periods. In
other words, rehabilitation means that if an
employee normally works 3S hours, 38 hours or 40
hours a week, he can come back to work for a
limited time and spread his hours over the week.
That is hard to comprehend - work is work is
work! In other words, the function is still being
performed whether it is performed over 8, 12 or 20
hours. If a worker is being rehabilitated, obviously
he is not fully fit to perform his duties. In the past
reference has been made to light duties when an
injured worker is undergoing rehabilitation. There is
no reference to light duties in this Bill, so that
reference will not apply when a worker is returning
to part-time work. Workers could well be badgered
into taking on part-time work that would not result
in their rehabilitation. The injured worker, who is
supposedly being rehabilitated, could suffer further
injuries. The clause is ludicrous. Rehabilitation
should not involve employment, even part time,
unless the nature of the injury suffered is taken into
account. Workers being rehabilitated must be able to
perform light duties or work that will enhance their
successful rehabilitation.
Hon. PAT POWER (Jika Jika) - I fully
understand and support the point that
Mr Theophanous is attempting to make. I support
him whether his comments apply to the old workers
compensation scheme, WorkCare or now
WorkCover. It is my belief that rehabilitation and
return to work ought to be the components that
people are driven by. Victorians need a scheme that
addresses the needs of injured workers whenever it
is possible to be rehabilitated and returned to work.
Of course those workers need financial support in
the meantime.
I support what Mr Theophanous has said because I
can see in a day-to-day sense that for many people it
would cut across that and provide a disincentive for
them to pursue factors which would result in a
return to work.
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Hon. R. M. HALLAM (Minister for Local
Government) - I have no argument with much of
what has been said by members of the opposition.
One needs the wisdom of Solomon to determine the
line that falls between real support for rehabilitation
and the extent to which that flows to a permanent
reduction in work hours. I do not claim to have the
wisdom of Solomon, and I appreciate that there is a
sensitive issue at stake.
In response to Mr Theophanous's argument and the

chart he uses to demonstrate his claim that there is
no incentive for people to return to work, I wish to
make a couple of points. The first is that
Mr Theophanous has used the 60 per cent category
to illustrate his point. The WorkCover system has as
a presumption that the person involved is not totally
incapacitated and is able to go back to work. Let us
also add that there are two other categories which
take into account the degree of injury, so that we are
actually talking about a component of the claimants
in the system who are able to return to work.
Hon. T. C. Theophanous - The amendments
deal with all three categories.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - I am not sure that is
right. My point is that the example Mr Theophanous
gives the Committee is based upon the figure of
60 per cent, which is but one component of the
market. It is based upon the premise that the injured
worker was earning $80 a day pre-injury and that
under WorkCare, taking it back to the part-time
component which is cited, the injured worker is on
$112 a day - a total of $336 for working three days
a week. Effectively that means the injured worker is
now earning more per day than previously applied.
Hon. T. C. Theophanous - The three-day one or
the two-day one?
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - Example 2, three days.
By way of explanation I point out that there is
another side to the coin. If the process makes it
attractive for people to stay at work part time then
we have that dilemma as well.
Hon. T. C. Theophanous - The worker is
earning only $80 a day.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - Double it or treble it, it
will not make any difference. The effect I am putting
to you is the ultimate dilemma that we are
confronted with in trying to devise a system that is
fair for both people caught up in the queue. I stand
by what I said at the outset: that I am concerned
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about the process of rehabilitation. One of the
criticisms of the previous system was that there was
a disincentive for people to return to work full-time.
That is part of the problem. I give the commitment
that the government will continue to examine the
concept of notional earnings and strive for a formula
that recognises that the disincentive can work both
ways. I am not sure there is such a magic formula,
but I understand the point Mr Theophanous makes.

Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS Gika Jika) - I am
more concerned now than I was before the Minister
rose to speak about these issues. He says he is
concerned about the fact that under WorkCare there
was a disincentive that he is trying to correct under
WorkCover.

I am intrigued by the process that Mr Theophanous
has devised to tackle the problem. Apart from the
fact that the debate on benefits was conducted last
November and a premium structure is now being
discussed - -

Hansard.

Hon. R. M. Hallam - I did not say that.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS -Go back over

Hon. T. C. Theophanous - The opposition did
not know how the government was going to apply
notional earnings then.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - I said I would apply it
as a reserve power, and I have not stepped away
from that. What the opposition has attempted to do
is to overcome the problem by deleting the $603 cap
which applies, and I do not think it has done that.
From my reading of the amendments that have been
brought forward I understand that in amendment
No. 7 the opposition proposes to amend section
93C(1)(a) of the principal Act, which would reduce
the benefits during the first 26 weeks.
Hon. T. C. Theophanous - There is a
typographical error there.
The CHAIRMAN - Order! Mr Theophanous,
this might be an appropriate time to correct that
typographical error.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS Gika Jika) - The
Minister has correctly drawn to my attention the
figure of 70 per cent that is mentioned in my
amendment to section 93C(1)(a). That figure should
be 95 per cent.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM (Minister for Local
Government) - I have responded to
Mr Theophanous, and I conclude by saying that
notwithstanding the typographical error I
acknowledge the problem that has been identified. I
have been aware at the outset and I also
acknowledge that the issue is a sensitive one. I do
not believe the process that is now put forward by
way of the proposed amendments will achieve the
outcome that Mr Theophanous suggests is
appropriate. I do not think it will improve it; it will
complicate it even further.

Hon. R. M. Hallam - I could go over it 100
times, but that is not what I said.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - The opposition's
point is that WorkCover acts as a disincentive to
returning to part-time work.
Hon. R. M. Hallam - My point is that WorkCare
in some circumstances was a disincentive to
returning to full-time work.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - The Minister is
introducing a red herring. I do not know in what
way he thinks WorkCare was a disincentive to going
back to full-time work, but the Minister did not
understand the chart to which I referred in example
2. The point is simple: under WorkCare there was a
$96 a week incentive to go back to work, but under
WorkCover there is no monetary incentive to do so.
That is the simple difference I am trying to point out.
The amendment will correct that. The mode of
calculation for part-time earnings would revert to
that used under WorkCare, and therefore the
incentive would be built in. There can never be an
incentive to go back to work if for every dollar a
person earns he or she loses a dollar of benefits. It
cannot work; it is as simple as that.
At least the Minister should say, '1'11 have a look at
it to see whether there is another way of introducing
an incentive into the system".
Hon. D. A. NARDELLA (Melbourne North) - I
recognise that this is a difficult issue. The Minister
that each day worked is an attempt by the injured
worker to rehabilitate himself or herself, but that
should be looked at in the proper context. In
example 2, the worker's pre-injury earnings are $400
a week. Under WorkCare, if that person worked
three days a week, he or she would still be $64 a
week worse off.
I hear what the Minister is saying about giving a
commitment to examine the issue, but it has to be
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taken in context. I could understand his argument if,
under WorkCare, an injured worker received a full
week's entitlement for working only three days, but
that was not the case. There must be some incentive
built into the system to encourage people to go back
trowork.

98A, which seems fair. It does not seem fair that the
family of a deceased worker who suffered a
permanent impairment - -

Committee divided on amendment:

Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - You were not
listening - that was for pain and suffering.

Hon. R. M. Hallam - I thought you said it does
seem fair.

Ayes, 12
Davidson, Mr (Teller)
Henshaw,Mr
Hogg, Mrs
kokocinski, Ms (Teller)
McLean,Mrs
Mier,Mr

Nardella,Mr
Power,Mr
Pullen, Mr
Theophanous, Mr
Walpole,Mr
White,Mr

Noes, 26
Asher, Ms
Ashman,Mr
Atkinson, Mr
Baxter, Mr
Best, Mr
Birrell, Mr
Bishop,Mr
Bowden,Mr
Brideson, Mr
Connard, Mr
Cox,Mr
Craige, Mr (Teller)
Davis,Mr

de Fegely, Mr
Forwood,Mr
Guest, Mr
Hall,Mr
Hallam,Mr
Hartigan, Mr (Teller)
Knowles,Mr
Skeggs, Mr
Storey,Mr
Strong, Mr
Varty, Mrs
Wells, Or
Wilding,Mrs

Pairs
SmithMr
Stoney, Mr

Brumby,Mr
Ives, Mr

Amendment negatived.
Clause agreed to; clauses 92 and 93 agreed to.
Clause 94
The CHAIRMAN - Order! In moving
amendment No. 8 standing in his name,
Mr Theophanous will also test amendment No. 9.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS Oika Jika) - I
move:
8.

Clause 94, lines 25 to 27, omit sub-clause (1).

The amendment seeks to ensure that the family of a
deceased worker is able to pursue a claim with
respect to that person's lump sum entitlements for
permanent impairment under section 98. There is no
provision for an estate to pursue a claim based on
payments made for pain and suffering under section

Hon. R. M. Hallam - I could have sworn you
said it does seem fair.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - That's for pain
and suffering, and we accept that. But families will
not be entitled to pursue claims for payments made
for permanent impairment where workers die of
non-work related injuries. The amendment seeks to
redress that by allowing a family to pursue a claim
under section 98 with respect to lump sum
payments for permanent impairment because of
what the family has gone through, as distinct from
the pain and suffering experienced by the deceased
worker.
Although the opposition knows the Minister will not
accept the amendment, I ask him to consider the
reasons why the opposition seeks to omit proposed
section 98(5).
Amendment negatived; clause agreed to.
Clause 95
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS Oika Jika) - I
move:
10. Clause 95, page 68, lines 1 to 3, omit paragraph (a).

The amendment relates to the choice of
rehabilitation providers. I understand that as a result
of the changes proposed to section 99 injured
workers will lose that choice. The amendment
attempts to redress that by omitting paragraph (a),
because the opposition believes the choice of
rehabilitation providers is fundamental.
Rehabilitation has been one of the absolute disasters
of WorkCover. I shall quote from an article in the
Age of 18 May, in which the issue is examined:
The original section 99 of the Act gives workers the
right to choose providers of medical, hospital, nursing
and rehabilitation services regardless of whether the
employer offers or provides a service. An amendment
now before Parliament removes occupational
rehabilitation services from this section.
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The opposition is concerned about what has
happened to rehabilitation programs. During his
remarks on clause 2, the Minister made it clear that
he does not accept the claim that under WorkCover
5000 people have been removed from rehabilitation
programs. I shall quote from an article in the Herald
Sun of 3 May, in which a WorkCover spokeswoman,
Ms McMahon, is reported as saying that she:
... also denied claims that the removal of 5000 people
from rehabilitation programs had contributed
significantly to the $1 billion turnaround in
WorkCover's unfunded liabilities.

Hon. R. M. Hallam - What does that prove?
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - It proves she
accepts the figure.
Hon. R. M. Hallam - It does not.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - I have read that
into Hansard, and people can interpret it whichever
way they like. Despite my limited knowledge of
English I interpret that to mean, as most people
would, that her denial that the removal of 5000
people-Hon. R. M. Hallam - She denied the claim.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - I have read the
remarks into Hansard. I interpret them to mean that
she accepts the 5000 figure, because she is quoted as
saying that the removal of those people had not had
any effect on the $1 billion reduction in unfunded
liabilities. That substantiates my earlier comment
that most of the reduction in unfunded liabilities has
resulted from legislative changes. The purging of
5000 people from rehabilitation programs has been
attacked by organisations - Hon. R. M. Hallam - Which organisations?
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - It has been
attacked by the Association of Approved
Rehabilitation Providers. It is a broad-brush
approach, similar to applying notional earnings to
everyone who is in part-time employment. The
clerks working for the claims agents made decisions
that threw people off rehabilitation without any
consideration as to whether or not they could be
rehabilitated.
I direct a specific example to the attention of the
Minister. In May 1992 a Mr V was shot and seriously
injured in the course of his work as a security guard.
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His injuries required a right haemacolectomy and a
partial gastrectomy. He suffered severe
psychological trauma, which is understandable, and
was recommended for rehabilitation and retraining.
Mr V is trying to rehabilitate himself; but under
WorkCover if an insurer rejects an application for
rehabilitation, the injured worker has no chance of
getting back into the work force. The rehabilitation
provider wrote to FAI Insurances Ltd three months
ago, but has not received a reply. This is one of
many examples of the way people are being treated.
I give another example relating to John Sands and
Co., an employer of an individual who was injured
at her workplace. She was referred by her doctor to
Midland Rehabilitation Service. The doctor planned
to have the patient undertake graded hours and
duties and asked for a rehabilitation report on those
duties. A referral approval notice was lodged with
IMC by Midland Rehabilitation Service, which,
when contacted about it, advised that a decision had
not yet been made. Finally, Mrs was told that
approval had been denied because the employer had
decided to have a Or Mary Wyatt perform the
work - someone the Minister is familiar with. The
rehabilitation provider notified the worker of the
decision by IMC and told her of her right to choose a
rehabilitation provider in accordance with the
provisions of the Act. That right will be taken away
by the Bill. The worker told the rehabilitation
provider she had decided to abide by the employer's
decision because she was fearful of the employment
consequences if she did not use the rehabilitation
provider preferred by the employer.
Midland Rehabilitation Service did not try to
persuade her to take another course because that
would have been unprofessional, but it brought the
matter to my attention. That is an example of how
an employer can influence an employee in the choice
of rehabilitation provider, even though, under the
Act, the employer has a limited capacity to exert that
influence.
The Minister wants to remove that element of
choice. In this instance, the person preferred by the
employer, Or Mary Wyatt, has been appointed as a
conciliator. It is another example of the unfairness of
the system.
The Minister's view is that the system should be
controlled by employers, but they are not offering
rehabilitation. Firstly, employers have to pay the
$100 up front; and secondly, it affects their
premiums.

ACCIDENT COMPENSATION (WORKCOVER INSURANCE) BILL
Thursday, 27 May 1993

COUNCIL

Hon. R. M. Hallam - Not both, you cannot have
it both ways.

Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - The employer
pays the $100 up front and if a claim is made on the
$100, the premium is affected.
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The rehabilitation provisions have gone too far in
the one direction. They give employers too much
power and control over the process. Consequently,
employers are interested not in getting people back
to work, but in pushing them out the front door and
giving them the sack. Some employers rort the
system.

Hon. R. M. Hallam - That is not right.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - I f the employer
seeks to claim, the premium is affected. The
employer receives a refund on the $1200, which
affects the premium. The Minister should check that.
If that were not the case, employers would claim in
all circumstances. That is a disincentive to making a
claim. If I am wrong, I am prepared to stand
corrected. My reading of the Act is that the employer
pays; and if that employer seeks reimbursement by
putting in a claim for rehabilitation, the premium is
affected.
There is a financial disincentive for employers to
send people to rehabilitation. It is much better for
employers to get people off the system, and that is
what they are doing. They are using other powers
under the Act to ensure that people do not return to
work. They are offering people work, knowing full
well that they are unable to do the job and cannot do
anything but work part time. I can make other
examples available to the Minister.
Hon. R. M. Hallam - Who says they cannot do
the job?
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - I know of
someone who was told by both his doctor and his
specialist not to work full time and that he should be
rehabilitated. His employer said, "No, we are not
going to rehabilitate you, we will not pay for the
rehabilitation. We will not employ you on a
part-time basis, either, but we will offer you
full-time work".
The employer's offer to engage him in full-time
work complies with the Act. The worker has no
choice but to reject that full-time job on the advice of
his specialist and treating doctor. As soon as the
worker rejects the full-time job, he will be off the
system all together. Those sorts of things are
happening, Minister. I do not say all employers do
it, but the Act allows people to do that sort of thing. I
will bring that specific example to your attention,
Minister; maybe you can fix it - along with the
many hundreds of other examples that arise all the
time!

Injured workers have a right to rehabilitation. It
should not be a case of the employer paying the
$1200 if he wishes; it should not be up to the
employer to say, '1 will not put in a claim because it
will affect my premium". If the matter is not decided
by the worker, it should be decided by his doctor and that is the fundamental problem with the
system.
The Minister says there are fewer injured workers in
the rehabilitation system; he thinks he has solved the
problem, but that is not so. Either the workers are
being thrown out the door or they are going on to
social security. They are not being rehabilitated, and
the government is not prepared to address that
fundamental problem. The opposition objects to the
way in which the government has dealt with
rehabilitation. It objects to the fact that 5000 people
have been stuck in limbo and that they are not being
given proper attention.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM (Minister for Local
Government) - Mr Theophanous has been
speaking for so long that I have difficulty
remembering his question! The Bill limits the right
of workers to choose rehabilitation providers and
restricts them to being treated by providers to which
the employer has agreed. Mr Theophanous can talk
about'it for as long as he likes. He can wax lyrical,
but at the end of the day the Bill restricts the worker
to chOOSing a rehabilitation provider from among
those who have received the nod from the employer.
Mr Theophanous wants to let workers continue to
choose their own rehabilitation providers, but we do
not accept that. Our conviction is that that was a
major part of the problem under the former system.
We keep returning to the fact that the employer, and
not the worker, is paying for the rehabilitation
service. The employer then has an incentive to
ensure that the rehabilitation service is effective.
Mr Theophanous has run the argument about the
$1200, but that simply reinforces the government's
determination to ensure that the process is effective.
If the employer has to pay for it, he wants to be
convinced it will help the injured worker get back to
work. That is the most appropriate test.
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Hon. T. C. Theophanous - It puts the power in
his hands.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - You have had your go
for about half an hour, Mc Theophanous! As part of
rehabilitation, workers and employers are
"required" - not "invited" - to consult to decide
who the preferred rehabilitation providers will be. It
is not appropriate for the opposition to run the line
that employees are denied any say in the identity of
the rehabilitation providers, because the choice is
made after consultation. In any event, I do not
accept the argument about the 5000 people who
have allegedly been thrown off rehabilitation. I do
not accept your version, Mc Theophanous, about the
report attributed to Ms McMahon in the Herald Sun.
Hon. T. C. Theophanous - Can you tell us how
many it is? Was it 4000?
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - I am saying that the
new test is the most appropriate. You can keep
asking me, Mr Theophanous, but I will keep coming
back to it: you are wrong! Rehabilitation will be
continued where appropriate to ensure a return to
work; and under this Bill the employer has a
powerful incentive to ensure that rehabilitation is
provided and that it is consistent with the objective
of getting people back to work.
I do not see why Mc Theophanous should now be so
concerned about the extent to which an employee is
entitled to make the choice. If in fact the service is
consistent with a return to work, the employer will
be making that judgment for the very best of
reasons.
Hon. T. C. Theophanous - Does the worker
have the right to rehabilitation?
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - Yes, but you have not
been listening.
Hon. T. C. Theophanous - But the employer has
the choice?
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - Yes; the answer to both
is yes. In respect of those no longer receiving the
service, the judgment would have been made about
that service as to whether it was consistent with a
return to work. That is the most appropriate test to
apply in respect of rehabilitation.
Amendment negatived; clause agreed to.
Clause 96
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Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS ijika Jika) - I
move:
11. Clause 96, lines 15 and 16, omit ", employer".

The CHAIRMAN - Order! Are any of the
amendments connected?
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - Amendments
Nos 11, 12 and 13 are connected.
The CHAIRMAN - Will they be tested through
amendment No. 11?
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - Yes.
The CHAIRMAN - Mc Theophanous may
canvass all three amendments.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - Thank you,
Mc Chairman. Clause 96, which inserts paragraph
(d) after section 103(l)(c), is objectionable to the
opposition, but not the opposition alone. It allows
employers access to medical records of their
employees. The amendments are designed to
remove employers from the list of people - the
authority, the authorised insurer, the self-insurer
and the conciliation officer - who have a right to
this information.
This clause is indicative of the attitude of the
Minister. He is completely and absolutely prepared
to put his trust in employers but is not prepared to
extend that trust to workers. I would say that he has
a manic trust of employers to the extent that he does
not believe any information that is provided to them
would ever be used in any way against employees. I
do not know whether the Minister has ever been an
employer. Maybe he is the sort of employer who
would never do that. That might explain the
Minister's attitude, which is difficult to understand.
Hon. R. M. Hallam - I had only 20 years as an
employer.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - The Minister
might be the sort of employer who would not take
advantage of this sort of information, but that is not
the case with all employers. The Minister fails to see
the point. It is human nature for people to use the
information available to them, sometimes
inappropriately. The opposition believes employers
should not have access to that information.
Questions of principle are involved. The central
point is that the opposition is not the only group
saying that.
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Hon. R. M. Hallam - Doctors are saying that, as
well.

Hon. Louise Asher - It has nothing to do with
the accident.

Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - I do not know
what the Minister thinks about the intention of
doctors. He obviously has a different view from
doctors on the intentions of employers. Doctors do
not believe some employers will not use the
information in an inappropriate way. They believe
the handing out of medical information is a
substantial breach of the doctor-patient relationship.
An article in the Herald Sun gives the opinion of
Dr Stephen Clarke, the State President of the
Australian Medical Association:

Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - It may have
something to do with the medical condition. The
doctor may place such sensitive information in the
file. Dr Clarke from the AMA says it is likely that
that kind of sensitive information would appear on
the file. For the employer to have access to that kind
of sensitive information without the worker's
agreement - it is currently the case that permission
must be sought - is unbelievable to the opposition;
that the government would go a step further and
make it compulsory is extraordinary.

Dr Stephen Clarke warned the law would give
employers access to sensitive, personal information.

It was previously the case that permission had to be
sought from the worker for the information to be
given out, but that was not good enough. The
government has had to use the big stick. It has
belted people over the head again. What it has done
is not necessary; it is the bottom line.

It does not sound as though Dr Clarke is as trusting
of employers as the Minister. Dr Clarke is quoted as
stating:

Dr Clarke said he knew of a case where a woman
assaulted at work had on her medical file that she had
been an incest victim many years earlier.

For one reason or another, because of the
government's tunnel vision on workers
compensation, nothing will divert it from its pathcertainly not the facts or principles or the knowledge
that thousands of people have been taken off
rehabilitation programs and there are waiting lists
for conciliation. Nothing will divert the government
from its ideological zeal. The opposition does not
understand why this provision is necessary.

He said that sort of detail was important when
examining the effect of the workplace assault, but it
would be improper for it to go to an employer.

Hon. R. M. Hallam - You claimed that it was
not necessary. That is hardly consistent with what
you are now saying.

We think the requirement is just plain wrong ...
Information about a patient's background and previous
illness is simply no business of the employer.

The article continues:

That is just one example. That is what the AMA had
to say about whether it is appropriate to give to
employers medical information produced by
doctors. The Minister should imagine how he would
feel if he or a member of his family were involved in
an accident. The Minister may, during the course of
discussions with his doctor, say that, for example,
part of his difficulties were related to marital or
some other personal problems. How would the
Minister feel if that information were made available
to his employer? There may be some aspect of his
medical history that he does not want anyone to
know about.
People have many sensitive things in their medical
history that they may not want other people to know
about. A woman who has had a hysterectomy may
not want her employer to know information of that
sort.

Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - It is not
necessary for the employer to have access to that
information and it is certain inappropriate for the
employer to have access to information despite the
will of the worker. At the end of the day the
information belongs to the worker; it is the worker's
personal information. It does not belong to the
employer. That is fundamental.
It is not only the opposition that holds that view.
Organisations that would not normally be associated
with the Labor Party have agreed with the
opposition on this question of principle; they have
their patients' interests at heart. The Australian
Medical Association has expressed its views to the
Minister, but the Minister will not listen to anyone.
The Minister can simply say that I am wrong, but he
should at least explain to the AMA why it is wrong.
The honourable member has not been able to
convince the AMA because the AMA continues to
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say that the legislation will affect the doctor-patient
relationship.
Some doctors have gone to the extent of saying they
. will not provide the information they have on their
files and that they will protect workers by not
allowing this information to get into the hands of
employers. The Age of 15 May reports:
A GP, Or Peter MacCallum, said that to protect
doctor-patient confidentiality under the new
legislation, he would make it as difficult as possible to
supply information about an injured worker's medical
history.

Doctors will try and go around this because,
understandably, they want to protect the
doctor-patient relationship. It is not something that
one can simply brush to one side and say it does not
matter, because it does. It matters to the Australian
Medical Association and it will affect the system. We
ask the government to withdraw this objectionable
idea of employers gaining automatic access to the
medical records of employees.
Hon. PAT POWER Gika Jika) - During the
second-reading debate I expressed my concern
about this issue. I have been associated with
genuinely injured workers and I am aware of the
level of anxiety they feel about their predicament. I
am aware of the tension they feel because of their
work-related circumstances being under close and
almost public scrutiny. Anyone who has known
people with genuine injuries or perhaps, more
importantly, has assisted them in working through
problems associated with work-related injuries at
tribunals and so on, would know how humiliating
and public that experience is for them.
I accept that the government believes this will
contribute to a better structure; I simply say that it
will lead to profound personal difficulties for
genuinely injured workers. From my experience
with injured workers I do not understand how it
will benefit the system if employers have access to
the medical records of employees. I accept that other
people may already have access to that information,
but my concern is who decides where the relevant
information begins and ends.
I know that when I go to my doctor to have my
blood pressure or cholesterol checked or my shin
looked at because a horse has kicked me, the doctor
writes the information I give him on a card and no
separate insertions are made in my medical records.
I am sure that, when asked, many doctors would
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simply hand over one's complete medical records. I
am sure the general practitioner I go to would do
that because he has a relatively busy practice and I
do not think he would have the time to separate the
consultation for a work-related injury from any
other consultation.
I accept the interjection made earlier by Ms Asher
that the information would not be made available
unless it was relevant, but I do not see that as being
much comfort to the injured worker because I do not
know who would decide where the relevancy
commenced and what assurance the injured worker
would have that the information that would end up
on the desk of an employer would not be irrelevant,
embarrassing, humiliating and private. I do not
contest the intent of the government but I want to
put on the record my view based on my experience
that this will lead to an enormous amount of tension
and stress for genuinely injured workers.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM (Minister for Local
Government) - The Bill requires that employers
and employees exchange medical information. It is
not a one-way street. It is important to explain why
that provision has been included. The present
system has been clogging up the courts for a number
of years and it has been made even more
complicated when either side has been coy about the
release of medical information. We are trying to get
a system that works.
I suggest the amendment being put forward by
Mr Theophanous would deny employers access to
medical information.
Hon. T. C. Theophanous -No.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - I think it does. I may be
wrong but my view is that the preclusion that he is
inviting the Committee to consider is inappropriate
and unsupported. We should go back one step and
remember the process we are caught up with.
Mr Theophanous is inviting us to consider a process
whereby an employer is required to consider a claim
for absence from work by an injured worker and the
cost of medical services based entirely on a medical
prognosis but the employer has no right to see the
basis of that medical prognosis.
Hon. T. C. Theophanous - There is already a
form that is used.
Hon. Pat Power - It is already available, subject
to the approval of the employee.
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Hon. R. M. HALLAM - I do not think that is the
case, because if you are now saying that sensitive
medical information should not be subject to
release-Hon. Pat Power - I did not say that.
Hon. T. C. Theophanous - The claims agent gets
access.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - You are saying the
claims agent can have it but the employer cannot. I
cannot see the consistency in that argument.
Mr Power could not understand why it was
necessary for the employer to have the information.
We are talking about a change to workers
compensation in this State which will see employers
required to cover the first 10 days off work,
effectively the first 14 days of absence. In that case
no claims agent is involved. With a claim based on a
medical prognosis it is absolutely imperative that
the relevant medical information be made available
to the person who at the end of the day has to cover
the cost not only for the absence but for the
consultation.
That brings up the next point which I invite
honourable members opposite to consider. I am sure
many of them will have undertaken a medical
examination in respect of membership of a
superannuation fund. Did you actually do that and
then demand that the medical facts adduced by your
doctor be handed to you, or did you assume that the
person paying for the consultation would be entitled
to the medical evidence?
Hon. Pat Power - I did so in the knowledge that
that would occur. By my attendance I was giving
approval, but that is not what we are talking about.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - Yes, in this case it is.
The application includes a clearance of the injured
worker.
Hon. Pat Power - We are talking about my
going to such a place and my employer having
access to my records of 6 or 8 months or 2 years ago.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - We are talking about a
process where the injured worker is required to
accept the release of relevant medical information.
That covers the criticism Mr Power raised. It is the
employer who pays for the consultation and, in my
view, that actually changes the presumption of
responsibility by the treating doctor.
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Hon. D. A. Nardella - No.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - Mr Nardella may not
agree, but in my view it does. The quaint notion of a
doctor saying this that is an intrusion in the
doctor-patient relationship is not brought up when
the same doctor is invited by insurance authorities
to conduct medical examinations for entrants to
superannuation funds. They do not run the same
argument and they should not be running the same
argument, bearing in mind it is their medical
opinions that will determine the outcome of the
claims. It is absurd to suggest you should be able to
go to a doctor and have him or her sign a form to say
that you are unfit to go back to work because of
some injury and then to say to the employer, '1 are
not going to give you the evidence on which my
opinion is made". In any event, I am not sure that
the Australian Medical Association (AMA)
understands the process that is taking place.
Hon. T. C. Theophanous - Have you tried to
explain it to them?
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - I want to make some
comments about that because I am sensitive to the
claim that this will allow sensitive medical history to
be disclosed without real cause. This is of grave
concern to me. Members opposite who know I run
the line as a civil libertarian know that I do not
intend to be made a hypocrite by misinformation
that has been fuelled by lawyers.
It is proposed that both the worker and the
employer will be required to exchange medical
information. Clearly it is preferable that both parties
to a dispute sit down together and openly debate the
veracity of the medical opinions upon which claim
decisions are made. Everyone should understand
that, under this amendment, employers will also be
required to disclose their medical information,
which is at their diSposal. It is a two-way street.
Only medical information relating to the claim must
be exchanged. This restriction is crucial. A worker
will not be required to disclose any personal
information unless it is absolutely relevant to the
claim.

Hon. T.e. Theophanous - Who will make that
judgment?
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - Mr Power raised that
question. The issue of relevancy will be determined
by the treating doctor, the same doctor who
determines what is relevant.
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Hon. T. C. Tbeophanous - What about if it is
relevant and personal?
Hon. R. M. HALLAM -If it is relevant to the
claim I believe it is impractical to suggest it should
not be disclosed. If you are going to ask the
employer to consider a claim - remember this will
only come up if the matter is contested -it will
only happen in a case where the employer has
reason to suspect that he or she should be checking
the claim.
Hon. Pat Power - They are the ones I am
concerned about.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - That will only happen
when there is reason for an employer to be
concerned about a claim.
Hon. T. C. Tbeophanous - What if incest was
related to a stress claim?
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - I cannot understand the
circumstances because to me that is a bizarre
circumstance. I do not see how that can be part of a
claim. The worker and the employer will not be able
to use any information for any purpose other than in
respect of the claim. This will be made clear in the
form signed by workers; it will be made clear to
employers, and the authority will closer monitor the
situation.
Members should be aware that Comcare - the
opposition quotes Comcare when it suits its
purpose - can require a worker to disclose medical
and other information relating to a claim. In fact,
Comcare can suspend all action on a claim until the
required medical information is disclosed. Surely
this must discredit any argument the opposition
may have on the issue.
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Hon. R. M. HALLAM - We are talking about a
claim levied against an employer. Under Comcare
there is a requirement that relevant medical
information must be disclosed. Further, under the
pre-WorkCare scheme, insurers often required
workers to sign a medical release on their claim
form. Clearly, there is nothing unusual about that.
The only Significant debate about this proposal
seems to be whether an employer should have
access to the medical information as against the
employer's insurer. You have confirmed that real
concern, Mr Theophanous. Under the Bill,
employers have been given access to medical
information because employers carry liability for the
first 10 days of the claim. It is a different
circumstance. During that period employers have
the same interest in medical information relating to
the claim as an insurer does after the excess period.
This should not cause any alarm. Employers have a
duty of confidentiality to their employees, inasmuch
as doctors and solicitors have a duty of
confidentiality. If an employer uses medical
information for any purpose other than in respect of
a claim, the employer will clearly be in breach of his
or her duty of confidentiality. In consideration of the
special relationship between employer and
employees I make the following two points: firstly, if
there is widespread abuse of employer
confidentiality, I will seek legislative measures to
strengthen workers' rights; and secondly, I
understand the authority is developing guidelines to
apply when employers gain access to medical
information to ensure that employers do not use the
information for other purposes.

Hon. T. C. Tbeophanous - What has this to do
with employers?

I assure honourable members that my staff has been
talking with the workers' solicitors and the AMA
about the form of words that workers will be asked
to sign in this respect. I am advised that there is
general agreement about the form of words a
worker will be asked to sign.

Hon. R. M. HALLAM - The release of
information under Comcaie is implied.

Hon. T. C. Tbeophanous - Can that be made
available to us?

Hon. T. C. Tbeophanous - Not to employers or
toComcare.

Hon. R. M. HALLAM - Yes, I am happy to do
that. The point I make is that the clearance given by
the employee is a fundamental part of the system,
and so the comments regarding the release of
information without authority is something of a red
herring. I return to the main issue of a claim based
upon a medical prognOSiS. In the government's view
it is fundamental that an employer who is
responsible for the cost of the claim and for the cost

Hon. R. M. HALLAM - In this case Comcare is
the equivalent of the employer.
Hon. T. C. Tbeophanous - No, it is not.
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of the absence of a worker or a medical service
should be given access to medical information upon
which the claim is made.
Committee divided on omission (Members in
favour vote No):

Ayes, 25
Forwood, Mr
Guest,Mr
Hall,Mr
Hallam,Mr
Hartigan, Mr
Knowles,Mr
Skeggs, Mr
Storey,Mr
Strong, Mr
Varty, Mrs
Wells, Dr (Teller)
Wilding,Mrs

Asher,Ms
Ashman, Mr (Teller)
Atkinson, Mr
Baxter, Mr
Best,Mr
Birrell, Mr
Bishop, Mr
Bowden,Mr
Brideson, Mr
Cox,Mr
Craige,Mr
Davis,Mr
de Fegely, Mr

Noes, 11
Davidson, Mr
Henshaw,Mr
Hogg,Mrs
McLean, Mrs (Teller)
Mier,Mr
Nardella, Mr (Teller)

Power, Mr
Pullen,Mr
Theophanous, Mr
Walpole,Mr
White,Mr

Pairs
Connard, Mr
Smith,Mr
Stoney,Mr

Kokocinski, Ms
Brumby,Mr
Ives, Mr

Amendment negatived.
Clause agreed to.
Sitting suspended 6.36 p.m. until 8.7 p.m.
Clause 97 agreed to.
Clause 98
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS Gika Jika) - I
move:
14. Clause 98, after line 30 insert '(1) After section 112(3) of the Principal Act

insert"(3A) Despite sub-section (3), if a decision to

terminate or alter weekly payments under
this section is referred for conciliation by a
Conciliation Officer, the termination or
alteration does not take effect until the
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Conciliation Officer has made
recommendations, given directions or
declined to make any recommendation."

Amendment No. 15 is consequential on amendment
No. 14. The effect of the amendment is to ensure that
people who are waiting for their cases to be heard on
conciliation offers are not deprived of benefits. I am
sure when the Minister introduced the original Bill it
was his intention that conciliation would occur
within a short period.
I am sure the Minister will concede there have been
delays in conciliation of, in some cases, four or five
months, with the consequence that people have been
left without any compensation.
If a person in that situation won the case he would
get back pay, but he would suffer Significant
disadvantage during that time because he would
receive from social security a much smaller amount
of money than he is accustomed to. I am sure the
Minister does not realise that the way to apply
pressure to the WorkCover AuthOrity to ensure that
claims are quickly processed through conciliation is
to continue the payment of claims. That would be a
major incentive for the authority to clean up its act.

The incentive for the worker has been removed and
there is now a financial incentive for the WorkCover
Authority to delay the process as long as possible
because the claims are not being paid during that
period and people are being left out. That means
people can either give up or suffer that hardship
unnecessarily. It is only fair that people are paid
while waiting for their cases to be heard. That will
ensure that the case is brought before the
conciliation agency as soon as possible and will
motivate the authority and the claims agent to bring
the case forward more quickly than usual. Appeals
would take place quickly and there would be little
loss to the system.
I shall give some examples of those delays because it
is important the Minister understand how
widespread the problem is. The first case involves a
Mr T, who was employed at Mitre 10 and who was
in an accident. I have his claim number but I do not
intend to reveal it publicly. He was given a notice of
termination on 8 January 1993 despite the fact that a
conciliation application was lodged in
December 1992. He sought a medical report from his
doctors and was given a stay until 10 February, at
which time a further conciliation application was
lodged. No decision has been made by the
conciliator and a County Court writ was issued on
15 March 1993. People are getting tired of waiting
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and are going to the court instead. Another
interesting case involves a Mr C, who was employed
by the Hallam Private Nursing Home. A conciliation
application was lodged on 19 March but nothing has
happened.
Another case involves Mr Ken Phillips, who was
employed as a garbage collector and suffered a
permanent back injury on 30 September 1992. He
has been off work since October 1992. His claim for
weekly compensation was rejected and an appeal
was lodged before the WorkCare Appeals Board on
16 November before the changes to WorkCare were
introduced. His appeal under the transitional
provisions was referred to the conciliator.
Mr Phillips has two dependent children and was
forced because of the long delay to take part-time
work. The claims agent took advantage of that fact
and persisted in not agreeing to pay him any
compensation. Finally a decision was made to pay
compensation six months after the original injury;
for six months that man received no compensation!
It is interesting that after the decision was made the
claims administration agent lodged further appeals
and refused to make payments. I am not sure how
that is possible, and I ask the Minister to investigate
the case further because I was under the impression
that it could not be done and that a conciliator's
decision was final.

These delays are forcing people to go to the County
Court or the Magistrates Court to pursue what they
feel are their entitlements to compensation. The
Minister is well aware of some of the cases, and it is
not possible to justify people not being paid during
the extensive delays. That situation should be
redressed, which is what the amendment will do. It
will ensure that conciliation occurs in a quick and
timely fashion.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM (Minister for Local
Government) - During the suspension of the Sitting
I checked on the circumstances of MMI. I am now
led to believe that MMI was expelled under
WorkCare and that my comments to the Committee
were wrong. I unreservedly apologise both to the
honourable member and the Committee.
The amendment provides for the injured worker's
benefits to continue until the case goes to
conciliation, which is the system that applied under
the former WorkCare Appeals Board. The effect of
the amendment would take us back to the good old
days, or the bad old days, that applied under
WorkCare.
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At present if a worker wins the conciliation, all back
payments become payable immediately. A
conciliator has the discretion to make a payment to
an injured worker for a period up to 12 weeks if he
or she is waiting for conciliation. I acknowledge that
the process of conciliation is taking longer than the
government hoped, partly because of the enormous
backlog that existed before the process was cranked
up, and partly because the workload was greater
than anticipated by the government.
The government has responded to that in a number
of ways. The government has appointed more
conciliators, both full-time and part-time; over the
past few weeks I have confirmed a number of
appointments. There has already been an
improvement in terms of the conciliation
throughput. From the outset the government has
given priority to cases where weekly payments were
involved and where weekly compensation payments
were due to injured workers.
Mr Theophanous will understand that in many cases
conciliation is not directly related to weekly
payments but to other issues such as the entitlement
to medical payments and the cost of rehabilitation.
From the outset the government has tried to ensure
that where an injured worker is dependent on a
payment, if a decision is taken for the payment the
entitlement should cease and conciliation sought.
We have actually treated that as a matter of priority.
Hon. T. C. Tbeophanous - Do you know how
long they are taking?
Hon. R. M. HALLAM - There is no standard
rule because it depends on what classification they
fall into. The government is giving priority to those
cases where the workers are most disadvantaged by
the decision. As a result of the additional
appointments the throughput has doubled for the
month of May and indications are that we have
captured the expansion process and have turned the
corner. Although there has been a whole range of
short-term problems in respect of the conciliation
process, I believe the government's management
decisions have improved the system and we have
turned the corner. We have reduced the backlog and
we will be pulling the time-line back. I acknowledge
that it has taken longer than the government had
anticipated and that that has caused stress in certain
areas. However, the solution is not simply to turn
our backs on the process and return to the point
where there was a distinct advantage in cases not
being conciliated, which were the circumstances that
applied under the WorkCare Appeals Board where
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everyone, apart from the central authority, was a
winner. I still believe the best possible outcome is for
conciliation to be provided quickly and effectively. I
do not believe it is in anyone's interest, including the
injured worker, for the system to assume that things
should continue as they did in the past until the
conciliation process is determined.
The government has toughened up the first round of
decision processes and many of the initial decisions
have been sent back to the claims agents for review.
I am well aware of the issues raised by
Mr Theophanous but I believe they are under
control. Once we have gone through the transitional
phase the conciliation process will work exactly as
we had planned it and it will provide a decent
outcome for all concerned.
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS Oika Jika) - I
thank the Minister for Local Government for his
apology to me and the Committee on Manufactures
Mutual Insurance (MMI). I encourage him to inquire
as to the reasons for the original expulsion of MMI
because the WorkCare authorities must have had
some reasons for so doing and they may be valid
reasons. If they are no longer valid I should have
thought it would be in the interests of the Minister to
discover what they were.
The opposition does not accept the explanation
offered by the Minister about the amendment. I
accept that he is attempting to reduce the waiting
lists for conciliation, but the principle that people
ought to be paid until a conciliation occurs is
important. It is the same principle as the one which
says that you are innocent until proven guilty. That
is basically what the opposition is working on. The
way the Act is currently worded the worker is guilty
until the Victorian WorkCover Authority gets
around to examining the case after four or five
months in a conciliation setting to decide whether a
person is guilty.
Committee divided on amendment:
Ayes, 11
Davidson, Mr (Teller)
Hogg,Mrs
Kokocinski, Ms
McLean, Mrs
Mier,Mr
Nardella, Mr (Teller)

Power, Mr
Pullen,Mr
Theophanous, Mr
Walpole,Mr
White,Mr

Noes, 23
Asher, Ms
Atkinson, Mr

Forwood,Mr
Guest,Mr
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Baxter, Mr
Best, Mr (Teller)
Birrell, Mr
Bishop, Mr (Teller)
Bowden,Mr
Brideson, Mr
Connard,Mr
Cox,Mr
Davis, Mr
de Fegely, Mr

Hall,Mr
Hallam,Mr
Hartigan, Mr
Knowles,Mr
Skeggs,Mr
Storey, Mr
Strong, Mr
Wells, Dr
Wilding,Mrs

Pairs
Brumby,Mr
Henshaw,Mr
Ives,Mr

Smith,Mr
Ashman,Mr
Stoney,Mr

Amendment negatived.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM (Minister for Local
Government) - I should like to clarify a number of
things about the amendments being made to the
contractor provisions of this legislation.
The treatment of contractors and subcontractors has
histOrically been very difficult, particularly for the
building and transport industries. The government
is committed to resolving this issue, and I have
established a working party of employer groups to
prepare amendments for the next session of
Parliament.
The amendments proposed in this Bill are only the
amendments that the government considers
necessary for the contractor provisions to interface
with the new insurance scheme.
The amendments are as follows:
1. The elimination of double premiums
Section 8 has been amended to eliminate the
payment of a double premium. A contractor will
not be liable to pay a premium where a principal
has a policy in place.
2.

Workers of contractors

Section 8 has also been amended to deem workers
of a contractor to be workers of the relevant
principal. This applies, however, only where the
contractor is deemed to be a worker. This
amendment is not intended to widen the scope of
section 8. Rather, it is intended only to remedy the
incongruous situation where a contractor deemed
to be a worker can recover from the principal but
none of the workers of that contract can recover
from the principal.
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3.

The elimination of double premiums

Section 9 has not been amended, but I am advised
that the premiums order will apply to section 9 in
such a way as to also eliminate double premiums.
4.

Uninsured contractors

Section lOA has been adapted from section 20 of
the New South Wales legislation and section 60 of
the old Workers Compensation Act 1958. A
principal will be liable for injuries to workers of a
contractor where that contractor was uninsured.
This measure will give injured workers recourse
to an insured employer, and give principals
responsibility for ensuring compliance and a safe
workplace among contractors.
Clause agreed to; clauses 99 to 113 agreed to.
Reported to House without amendment.
Passed remaining stages.

APPROPRIATION (1992-93) BILL,
SUPPLY (1993-94, No. 1) BILL, and
TREASURER'S STATEMENT
Second reading
Debate resumed from 11 May, 12 May and
28 April; motions of Hon. R. M. HALLAM
(Minister for Regional Development).
Hon. D. R. WHITE (Doutta Galla) - The
fundamental concern that has arisen in the
community since 3 October is the manner in which
the government has been pursuing the issue of
achieving a current account balance.
The Treasurer has put the point of view that the
current account should come back into balance as
soon as possible and he wishes to achieve that
within the next two years. To some extent his view
has been reinforced by the Chairman of the Audit
Commission, Professor Officer. There has been an
extraordinary fallout within the community, to
which the coalition is not having regard, over the
pursuit of that target in the coming two years. On
~e one hand it is possible to substantially reduce the
SIze of the Victorian public sector in the interests of
improving productivity, and on the other hand to
ignore the implications that will have on
employment and economic growth in the State.
The Treas~rer, consistent with the philosophy which
he has bmlt up over the 20 years of his association
with the Institute of Public Affairs, is consistent in
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his application of the institute's philosophy, but it is
not one that will work in Victoria. It will not
produce the outcome he is seeking; it will provide
harsh results for all Victorians. Victorians are also
saying that the nature of the burden is spread
inequitably, and that further compounds the
reduction in employment in the State and the
inequitable tax burden that the coalition has
imposed.
It is amazing that members of the coalition on both
the back bench and the front bench remain
indifferent to the impact that those economic
policies are having. Moreover, the Treasurer in his
statement has ignored his duty, as the person
responsible for the third largest economic unit in the
country, both for the impact of his policies in the
Victorian economy and, together with the Premier,
for. the development.of employment growth by way
of infrastructure projects in the private sector.
In relation to the employment growth in the private
sector, the Treasurer believes that if he produces a
certain tax regime and a certain productivity in
benefits with certain improvements within the State
public sector, there will be a more favourable
climate for small business investment that will
follow. The opposition does not share that view of
expansion of existing investment or substantial new
investment. It is our view that to attract new
inves~e~t means the government identifying the
competitive strengths the Victorian economy has. In
an ad hoc way the Premier has identified some of
those opportunities, but the Minister for Industry
and Employment and the Treasurer have not done
so in a considered documented fashion.
It also means identifying within each of those
economic sectors specific economic opportunities
~here encouragement will be given. The opposition
IS not moved by the Premier's proposal to provide
some form of payroll tax relief as either an ideal or
sufficient incentive to attract major investment. I am
sure he will understand that as he travels to China
and Hong Kong, although we would argue that
Victoria is more likely to benefit by including
?verseas visits to Taiwan and Japan in seeking major
mvestments. The opposition makes it clear that not
only should our competitive strengths be identified
explicitly by the coalition but that major investment
opportunities within each of those sectors should be
identified, so that if the Premier nominates food
processing we want to hear from him whether he is
~lking about dairy products which have produced
mvestments such as those by Tom Park of Kraft
Foods Ltd at Strathmerton, Allansford or Port
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Melbourne, where Victoria has competitive
strengths on the farm, in the plant, on the road and
in the ports, or whether he is talking about tomatoes,
where Victoria is paying is excess of $95 a tonne this
season for the purchase of tomatoes for the
processor compared with less than $60 a tonne in
California, or whether we are talking about the
opportunities that may be available in East
Gippsland provided there is reform on the farm in
production, in labour activity within the plant at
Bairnsdale, by road and through the ports.
To talk about food processing in a generic sense is
not sufficient to attract investment. It is necessary to
know and understand not only what the market
opportunities might be but to be explicit about what
the investment impediments might be and to work
with the prospective investor to remove the
impediments, whether they are of a planning nature
or whatever they are, in order to succeed in
obtaining an investment such as Victoria managed
to do with South Pacific Tyres at Somerton,
prOViding infrastructure and training support. The
opposition sees no evidence of such activity in the
industry, Treasury policy or the Premier's statement,
notwithstanding the fact that the Premier said he
would have an economic unit within his department
dealing with overseas trade and investment and
economic activity such as food processing.
There is no evidence of any attempt by the
government to be vigorously involved not in picking
winners but in understanding how government
should respond specifically in order to produce
investment and economic growth to offset the
reduction in employment that is occurring within
the public sector.
We are not moved by the Agenda 21 program on
infrastructure because it will not produce adequate
employment growth or infrastructure to offset what
is occurring in the recession. It will become
transparent during the formulation of the 1993-94
Budget. One would expect that in the preparation of
the Budget some of the expenditure targets will
commence to be achieved, notwithstanding the
payouts on the voluntary departure packages, but
the Treasurer will be telling the Cabinet in the party
room that the revenue base is not sound. He is
entitled to argue that Canberra is not treating
Victoria fairly; that it is totally inappropriate for
New South Wales and Victoria to have one payroll
tax regime and Queensland to have a lesser tax
regime because of the support it is getting from New
South Wales and Victoria, and for Queensland then
to use that as the basis for attracting investment
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which is merely the product of an allocation of
resources from Victoria and New South Wales via
Canberra to Queensland.
Western Australia, South Australia, the Northern
Territory and Tasmania continue to require
assistance under the financial assistance grants
scheme as part of federation, and the very nature
and structure of federation requires that that
support continues to be prOVided, but that does not
apply to Queensland. The Treasurer is entitled to
put a case with bipartisan support, which he has, to
. secure a better outcome from the Federal Treasurer.
To be realistic, when one examines the current
account deficit federally, notwithstanding the
statements made by Minister Griffiths and some
evidence from the Federal Minister for Finance,
Mc Willis, that consideration will be given to the
Victorian case, there may be, together with the .
Herald Sun campaign on this issue, some recognition
of the Victorian case. However, in terms of the
financial outcome to Victoria, the Treasurer will not
come away satisfied with the financial outcome even
if the case is recognised.
Although he may receive partial recognition of the
merits of the case, the financial outcome will not be
sufficient to provide the revenue base the Treasurer
requires for the 1993-94 Budget. Given the falling
level of employment, the Treasurer knows that the
revenue base he is seeking has been undermined by
the decisions that have been made since 3 October
last year.
The Minister for Industry and Employment keeps
looking for improvements in the economic
indicators for manufacturing and small business, but
those improvements are not evident. Upward
investment trends are also not evident in small,
medium and large businesses such as to have any
substantial effect on exports, foreign investment and
employment growth.
Dr Peter Brain, of the National Institute of Economic
and Industry Research, has forecast that, if State and
Federal economic policies remain unchanged,
unemployment will remain at 10 per cent for the rest
of the decade. In the absence of well-considered
employment and investment policies, Agenda 21
will have no effect on the level of .unemployment.
The revenue base that the Treasurer has been
forecasting may produce the current account result
he is seeking for 1993-94, but ~e years ahead that
will not be achieved.
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The Treasurer's revenue forecasts for the next two
years are unduly optimistic and the results he seeks
will not be achieved. When preparing his 1993-94
Budget projections for economic growth, the
Treasurer will discover that if Victoria remains in its
current economic situation, further hard budgetary
decisions will have to be faced. In other words, what
the Premier and the Treasurer have said about the
painful economic decisions having come to an end
and about the likely success of Agenda 21 in creating
investment opportunities is based on incorrect
analyses.
To achieve the targets he has set for the current
account, the Treasurer will face some hard decisions.
He will not be able to return from the Australian
Loan Council and the Premiers Conference arguing
for another round of substantial tax increases in
excess of increases in the consumer price index. That
would put Victoria out of kilter with New South
Wales. It would jeopardise tax harmonisation, send
the wrong messages to the investment community
and undermine confidence in Victoria. The
Treasurer's options are limited, given the inequitable
range of tax options available to him.
He cannot afford to enter into any negotiations other
than negotiations with the New South Wales
Premier, Mr Fahey, for tax harmonisation
arrangements for next year. But because of
Mr Fahey's precarious political position and because
of the declining economic situation in New South
Wales, it is unlikely that Mr Fahey will condone a
significant increase in taxes to improve that State's
revenue base. That being the case, the Treasurer's
options will be limited, because he will not be in a
position to go it alone. If, despite that, he decides to
go it alone, he will be sending the wrong messages
about investment in Victoria, because the State's
level of taxation will be conspicuously high.
Whatever recognition he receives in Canberra for his
claims, he is unlikely to receive adequate assurances
about a more equitable level of financial assistance
grants to sufficiently assist the current account and he is unlikely to be able to dip further into the
current account. In the absence of any Significant
growth in, say, tourism or major new investment to
produce Significant employment growth, and given
the sequential nature of the infrastructure program
outlined in Agenda 21, the Treasurer will find that
his revenue forecasts for 1993-94 will be uncertain to
say the least, which will place him on the horns of a
dilemma.
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The community will not condone a further round of
substantial public sector cuts beyond those the
Treasurer has given notice of but has not yet
implemented. Even if those cuts are made, they will
not reduce the pressure he will find himself under in
preparing the Budget. He may pursue his
privatisation options, but, as he has said, those
options are about producing what he describes as
increased competition - to use his terms but not
ours - whether by privatising the Transport
Accident Commission, the Gas and Fuel
Corporation or the State Electricity Commission. In
doing so the Treasurer would not be seeking to
maximise value. And in each case the Treasurer
would have to be wary of undermining his already
uncertain revenue base.
The government has failed to acknowledge the
extent to which its industry and tourism policies are
crucial to Victoria's fortunes in the 1990s.
Queensland, Western Australia and New South
Wales have been far more vigorous than Victoria in
seeking investment, notwithstanding the visits the
Premier has made to the United Kingdom, the
United States and China. That burden cannot be
eased simply by the Premier's making incidental
visits overseas, despite his claim that on his return
from China he will announce a major investment
project.
Victoria is the third largest economy in the country.
The opposition believes that the work done for the
former Department of Manufacturing and Industry
Development by the consulting firm of Pappas,
Carter, Evans and Koop has been significant.
Despite the fact that on many occasions the Leader
of the Government has criticised the work done by
the consultancy firm for the former Health
Department Victoria and the Department of
Manufacturing and Industry Development, Pappas,
Carter, Evans and Koop was employed by the
Committee for Melbourne to advise it on the
development of its food processing agenda.
The consultancy firm has also been a major source of
business strategy advice for Pacific Dunlop, under
the leadership of Jolm Gough and Philip Brass; and
not surprisingly, the firm has been employed by the
Treasurer to advise the government's privatisation
unit. The opposition notes with interest that the
Treasurer holds a view of the value of the work done
by the consultancy firm that is at odds with the view
held by the Leader of the Government. The
opposition does not pretend that that firm is the only
source of good advice on economic strategy.
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Hon. Bill Forwood - We should get Mike
Richards, too!
Hon. D. R. WHITE - I understand what
Mr Forwood is saying. Firms such as Pappas, Carter,
Evans and Koop, McKinsey and Co. and Arthur
Andersen and Co. have very good reputations for
providing strategic economic advice to major
corporations and to government. The opposition
would argue that the government should recognise
where Victoria's competitive strengths are and then
identify what has to be done to secure some
economic advantage arising from that.
When the Minister for Industry and Employment
appeared before the Public Accounts and Estimates
Committee on such issues, his response was
incidental, if not superficial. He was not able to say
to the committee that he was giving detailed or
substantial consideration to such matters, nor was
he saying that his interest in such issues was
supported by substantial work to support the work
being done by the Department of Business and
Employment. That is a precondition that ought to
occur to secure economic growth.
The opposition noted with interest that the Federal
Department for Industry, Technology and
Commerce is doing some of that work with
McKinsey and Co. and has identified 700 small to
medium firms that have expanded their
manufacturing base in exports. The opposition
regards that as a beginning of what Victoria and
Australia is capable of and that our full potential in
such areas has not been realised because the Federal
approach, in a bipartisan sense, has been built
around the philosophy of a level playing field until the past few months, when it has increaSingly
been recognised that the Federal economic policies
were not producing economic growth.
The opposition argues that both the Federal and
State governments have a responsibility for ensuring
that our economic strengths are recognised, not just
in agriculture and mining, which deserve continued
support, but in the manufacturing sector in
particular, where a great deal more work has to be
done at both the Federal and State level, if there is to
be a turnaround in the economic fortunes of the
State.
The investments that have occurred recently, at Ford
Motor Co. of Australia, Toyota Motor Corporation
Australia Ltd, AMECON Ltd and ASTA Aircraft
Services at Avalon need continued support. It is not
as if any of those investments remain secure into the
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future. I am also of the view that members of this
place and the other place ought to be familiar with
those issues if Victoria is to realise its economic
potential and generate the wealth and jobs it needs
to secure the economic growth it is capable of, but
which it will not achieve if these matters are not
attended to by government.
The Treasurer shares a different philosophy and
perspective and keeps arguing, as do the economists
in the Federal Treasury, that if we get the right
economic instruments, the tax regime and
productivity in the public sector, the investmt>nt in
small, medium and large businesses will follow. I
am arguing strongly that those economic models
have not been used where economic growth is
strongest in the world and that the countries that
will enjoy the major economic growth into the 1990s,
particularly those regiOns of Asia that will enjoy
spectacular economic growth, such as Shanghai,
Hong Kong, Taiwan and Thailand, do not follow the
policies adopted by the Federal Treasury or the State
Treasurer, Mr Stockdale.
The State will not participate and enjoy the same
degree of economic growth that it needs to have to
secure the sort of economy that it should enjoy if it
continues to follow those policies. The Treasurer
understands these issues and comprehends the
nature of the debate. He is not unfamiliar with these
views, and I am merely indicating that the debate on
these issues should not be parochial, but a
substantial debate such as we had about the
recognition, on a bipartisan basis, that Victoria has
not been treated adequately by the Commonwealth.
We need an important substantial debate about
manufacturing and industry policy. One thing is
clear from my experience with both the Committee
of Melbourne and prospective investors, whether it
be Portland, Somerton, Williamstown, Avalon, or
Altona with Toyota, that when investors come to
Victoria they do not say, ''We will invest as a
consequence of the existing tax regime", or because
the Premier has offered a payroll tax concession. The
arrangements that have to be entered into to secure
the investment are much more substantial than they
were in the past when Sir Henry Bolte and Ben
Chifley, a former Prime Minister of Australia,
secured investments such as General Motors-Holden
Ltd, as it then was, and Ford Motor Co. of Australia.
When Toyota contemplated investing in Victoria it
said, ''We have some conditions that you have to
meet before we invest at Altona". The government
said, before making a commitment to support that
investment, that it wanted to know explicitly what
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those conditions were. Toyota said, ''Firstly, we
want a single union agreement". In this case it was
the Vehicle Builders Employees Federation of
Australia, whose secretary was Ian Jones. That issue
was difficult for the union movement, but a
commitment had to be made by the Australian
Council of Trade Unions (ACTU) and by those
unions involved, including the Electrical Trades
Union of Australia, which would not be part of a
single union agreement. More importantly, Toyota
said, 'We need a commitment that you will work
towards reducing the cost of production inside and
outside the plant by 30 per cent over the next 10
years -that is, between 1990 and 2000. We will
come to you and present the current water rates,
electricity charges and gas and fuel charges, and we
will negotiate with you on each of these issues
before we present a case to our parent board in
Tokyo on whether we will come to Victoria."
It meant talking with the perspective investors, with
representatives of each sector of the bureaucracy,
each major utility and planning departments so that
the building costs and planning issues could be
agreed upon, and all these matters had to be
attended to before June 1991. It was a complex set of
arrangements that had to be understood and agreed
to before the investment would proceed.

An indication had to be given of a detailed and
substantial nature far beyond anything put on the
table by the current government before anyone
would contemplate an investment of that scale.
Similarly with Mobil Oil Australia Ltd, when it
undertook to invest at Altona. It looked at what had
occurred at Kakadu National Park. In conjunction
with the oil and mining industries the representative
said that they did not want an environmental effects
statement used as a substitute for public policy.
They said to us, 'We want you to decide first
whether this oil refinery is necessary for the
Victorian economy and whether it will be
refurbished on the current site. You make that
decision before an environmental effects statement
takes place, so that it will not be up to us to decide
whether it will be refurbished and to determine
what current practices will be undertaken to meet
current community expectation in that area to
enable the project to go ahead". The Labor
government made that commitment.
When Philip Brass considered investing in the
international best practice truck tyre export factory,
South Pacific Tyres at Somerton, he said, '1 could
invest in Jakarta or Rio De Janerio as I often have
done because they have different tax bases". Before
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deciding to invest he said he wanted to send his
employees to Tennessee to learn the world's best
practice. He did not want to inherit the practices
experienced at Epping or at Montague Road, Port
Melbourne. But he said, '1 want additional support
to ensure that the bottom line looks better than if I
invest in Jakarta or Rio De Janerio".
The former Labor government made a substantial
commitment of $4 million to the Port Melbourne
plant. It also made a $6 million investment so that
Kodak Australia Ltd was not lost to Victoria. The
coalition parties criticised that action. The former
government also made a $6 million investment at
Bayswater to ensure that the Glaxo group would
undertake research in Victoria.
Earlier today the Minister for Roads and Ports
mentioned the Vladivostok floating dock.
AMECON, George Stuart and Sir Brian Inglis can all
be put in the same category. The former government
made substantial commitments in respect of
enduring individual contracts so that projects were
able to get off the ground.
By way of interjection, Mr Atkinson referred to
financial credibility. I take issue with accusations
that the previous Labor government did not
generate financial activity. In respect of the sale of
Loy Yang B to Mission Energy, the former
government negotiated with the chief executives of
the National Australia Bank, the Westpac Banking
Corporation, the ANZ Banking group and
representatives of the stockbroking profession. As
the responsible Minister, I had to demonstrate the
government's intentions and explain the timetable. I
had to explain the tendering process and the
outcomes to ensure that the transaction with Mission
Energy was done credibly to enhance the State's
standing among local and international financial
institutions, now and in the future.
I would be happy for Mr Atkinson to check with
those institutions. We have maintained relationships
so that companies and organisations who have the
confidence to undertake private investment in
Victoria are not disappointed.
It is important that those relationships are not only
maintained but strengthened and enhanced. In each
case the government must demonstrate leadership
and reveal its intentions to secure Victoria's
economic growth. It cannot sit back and wait.

The problem with the current Treasurer is that, in
respect of securing investments, he is not prepared
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to go out and get his hands dirty. As Mr Atkinson
notes, the Premier is a different beast; he is much
more pragmatic. The interesting feature will be what
he expects from his Treasurer when he is confronted
with prospective investments. As everyone in the
business community knows, without the support of
his Treasurer the Premier is not that secure
intellectually when negotiating financial issues. But
the Treasurer tends not to want to get his hands
dirty to secure the investments this State needs for
economic growth. That is the current dilemma: it
will remain until we see some evidence that both the
Premier and the Treasurer are prepared to go out
and secure future investments.
I accept that the manufacturing sector has a lot to do
with exports and the retention of existing
manufacturing employment, but it will be not
sufficient to secure the sort of employment growth
we require in the 199Os. For that we will have to look
to other areas such as tourism and the success of the
casino, which I do not see as forthcoming.
I wish to explain those two points. Having heard the
Minister for Police and Emergency Services - who
is also the Minister for Corrections and the Minister
for Tourism - before the Public Accounts and
Estimates Committee at 8.30 a.m. yesterday it is my
view that he leads a comfortable life. He likes the
comfortable life. He may be interested in tourism,
but he is not hungry. He is not interested in going
out and getting business. He is not a workaholic. He
will not go out and do the sort of work necessary to
ensure that Victoria gets its share of the tourism
dollar.
An estimated 2.6 million international tourists come
to Australia each year; by 2000 the figure will have
risen to 6.5 million, and by 2010 Phil Ruthven
estimates it will be 15 million. But today
Mr Theophanous said that 2.6 million tourists visit
Cyprus each year, and it has a population of only
600 000. Some 6 million tourists visit Spain each year.
The available trade opportunities with Taiwan are
expanding. Yet Victoria is not winning in
negotiations with Qantas Airways Ltd for it to use
Melbourne as its hub rather than Sydney and Cairns.
We are not winning our share of the international
Qantas dollar. Victoria does not get a quarter of
those dollars.
The Victorian Tourism Commission's promotion of
Victoria is not winning, either. Victoria, Tasmania
and South Australia do not have the temperate
climates that attract tourists. Victoria does not have
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five-star international hotels outside the central
business district.
Hon. R. S. de Fegely interjected.
Hon. D. R. WHITE - I accept that we have not
been successful at either the State or Federal level in
securing that outcome. It does not matter how often
you say that Victoria should have done this or that.
The facts are that the coalition sought and achieved
government and now it is exclusively responsible for
achieving constructive outcomes.
From time to time the opposition will continue to
make constructive comments about what it believes
should be done. It will look forward rather than
backwards. The opposition does not mind whether
the coalition begs, borrows or steals its ideas; it is
indifferent about that.
Notwithstanding some of the criticisms made of the
previous Labor government, some of its members
did significant amounts of work in these areas. I
remain of the view that the Minister for Tourism in
the other place is not sufficiently committed at this
stage to securing the sort of tourism outcomes
Victoria needs.
If that is already evident, Victoria will not succeed in
getting the results it requires. If the present Minister
for Tourism is not devoted to his job, anything
Mr de Fegely says about past tourism Ministers is
inadequate.
In fairness to the Minister for Tourism, given the
significance of tourism for employment growth I am
not sure whether he should also have responsibility
for the police and emergency services and
corrections portfolios.

The Minister for Gaming constantly talks about the
casino. But it does not follow that because we say we
should have the world's largest casino in Melbourne
that that will happen or that it will be successful. I
repeat: because gaming machines have already been
introduced in Victoria, the placing of 2500 gaming
machines in a casino will not be a natural drawcard.
Alternative venues are available. That was what
happened in New South Wales, mainly because of
its gaming machine infrastructure.
I am also suggesting that the establishment of a
casino with 2SO tables will not in itself make that
casino a drawcard for Significant international
investors in casinos. The mere fact that there will be
a casino with tables and machines does not mean
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that Melbourne will be more attractive than Las
Vegas.

Thursday, 27 May 1993

purposes. He is imposing a degree of pain on the
Victorian community that the community recognises
as being an unfair and inequitable burden.

Hon. Bill Forwood - What about Darwin?
Hon. D. R. WHITE - Mr Forwood can speak
about Darwin, but I would suspect - Hon. Bill Forwood - Darwin has a small and
lucrative casino.
Hon. D. R. WHITE - The opposition recognises
that annually 1.2 billion tourist dollars go from the
Pacific Basin to Las Vegas; $1.2 billion is spent in Las
Vegas by Asian tourists who go to Las Vegas
exclusively on package tours. Some visitors to
Australia might go to Jupiters, some might go to
Darwin and some might go to Melbourne, but that
will be incidental. Unless we know and understand
the casino market in Las Vegas it is unlikely that we
will be able to offer similar attractions.
Darwin does not offer the same attractions as Las
Vegas, any more than Jupiters does. Australian
casinos are not getting a substantial share of the
international dollar. I am not secure in the belief that
the intention to build the largest casino in the world
will produce a better result than has been achieved
to date through the introduction of gaming
machines. Mr Storey seems to be either indifferent or
unable to face up to what is involved in securing a
casino that will produce the employment results
hoped for.
The opposition is opposed to the tax initiatives the
Treasurer has been introducing since 3 October
because they will have a counterproductive effect on
the Victorian economy. It is opposed to the
philosophy the Treasurer has adopted of Public
Service cutbacks in the absence of an adequate
infrastructure program. The opposition does not
accept the sequential nature of Agenda 21 as being
an adequate response to Victoria's infrastructure
requirements. It remains concerned about there
being no government manufacturing policy that will
secure adequate economic growth and private
investment in small, medium and large business in
Victoria.
For those reasons the opposition foreshadows that in
the preparation of the 1993-94 Budget the Treasurer,
even with some recognition and support from
Canberra, will be facing similar difficult decisions to
those that he faced in the preparation of the 1992-93
Budget. The manner in which he is going about
balancing the current account will not achieve his

There will be more substantial debate on these issues
in the preparation of the 1993-94 Budget, but if any
member of the House is of the view that all the
painful and difficult decisions have already been
made and that the path ahead is smooth, which is
what the Premier and Treasurer are suggesting, he
or she is absolutely incorrect.
After the substantial debates on the State deficit levy
and superannuation this session, I do not need to
pursue those subjects this evening. The opposition
has drawn attention to the inequitable nature of the
government's policies. My colleagues have already
had the opportunity to make contributions on this
issue through the debate on the Budget Papers, so
further speakers will not do so. That is not to suggest
that the opposition is not interested or that it
condones the nature of the policies the Treasurer has
been espousing, which are not in the best interests of
Victorians. They will not produce economic growth
or achieve an effective result in the current account
with minimum dislocation to the people of Victoria.
The opposition looks forward to resuming further
debate in September this year. It will then have a
clear idea of the economic setting, but what I have
foreshadowed as the nature of the economic setting
will indeed underpin the 1993-94 Budget.
Hon. R. S. de FEGELY (Ballarat) - I rise to speak
on the Appropriation (1992-93) Bill and the Supply
(1993-94, No. 1) Bill and to make some comments on
the Treasurer's statement, on which I have not as yet
had an opportunity to comment. Before I speak on
those matters, I shall comment on a few of the
statements made by the Leader of the Opposition.
I state from the outset that the government most
certainly is not indifferent to the problems of
Victoria. The government does care and it does
understand. Mr White's dissertation was similar to
those of many members of the opposition I have
listened to during the session. I am amazed that they
now have all the answers on how to fix Victoria's
problems, having spent 10 years carrying out
financial experiments that brought this State to an
unprecedented level of debt and the trials we now
have to face in this State's economy.
I hope Mr White will stay in the Chamber for a
while because I want to answer some of the points
he made. He said it would be very difficult for the
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government to get investment in Victoria. I would
have to agree with that, because we are starting way
behind the eight ball in convincing the rest of the
world that Victoria is a reasonable place in which to
invest. That is very largely because of the financial
mess Mr White and other Labor Party members left
the State in after 10 years of their government.
If Victoria is to enter world markets, the government

has to prove to people on the other side of the world
that this State is productive, competitive and the sort
of place in which they would want to invest.
Mr White spoke about Agenda 21. He suggested that
the government expected it to be the be-all and
end-all that would get Victoria out of the mess it is
in. That is absolute nonsense. The Agenda 21
projects are designed to create short-term
employment and long-term assets, and when the
government is able to finance the projects it will do
so. They are not the sorts of projects that will have
long-term income-earning benefits for the State, but
they will certainly provide - Hon. D. E. Henshaw - Infrastructure?
Hon. R. S. de FEGELY - They will certainly
provide infrastructure needed in the future and they
will provide short-term employment. As I said
earlier, the government has to show the rest of the
world that Victoria is an attractive place in which to
invest. At this stage, thanks to the condition Victoria
was in when we inherited it, businesses have left the
State rather than come to it. They have gone not only
interstate but overseas to China, Taiwan and Korea.
Manufacturers wishing to set up in Victoria have
had endless problems with, for example,
demarcation disputes. For example, hold-ups in the
BWK group project in Geelong turned investors off
investing in the State. Those hold-ups have meant
that it has taken a great deal of time and money to
establish that business.
Since 3 October we have undertaken changes to try
to make this State a place that can compete with the
rest of the world. We will not get investment in
Victoria unless we can prove to people overseas that
those changes have been successful. I interjected
when an opposition member mentioned tourism,
because there again the opposition had 10 years in
which to do something about getting tourism up
and running but it failed.
Victoria has a wonderful, temperate climate and
marvellous opportunities for tourism. We should be
able to attract visitors from all over the world. When
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in government the opposition did nothing about
bringing direct flights to Melbourne from places like
Japan, despite Qantas Airways telling us in 1986 that
that was what we had to do. The opposition should
not now criticise this government: when it had the
chance to do something it failed miserably.
My colleagues, in speaking on the Treasurer's
statement, spelt out the reasons why the government
is taking specific measures and why the Budget
documents contain further restraints. Further
reductions will need to be made in the public sector
to try to bring Victoria's current account deficit
under control. I take issue with statements made by
members of the opposition, especially by
Mr Theophanous and some by Mr Nardella, who
appear to believe government members are unjust,
unfair and uncaring. It was even suggested that the
decisions we made about economic matters were
made for ideological reasons. For heaven's sake, it
was ideology that brought Victoria to the mess we
are in. For 10 years the previous government for
ideological reasons ran up the huge financial
problems the State has.
I am sorry Mr Nardella is not here to listen.
Although I do not blame him for what went on in
the past, because he was not a part of either the Cain
or Kirner government, it seems to me that he has a
blind acceptance that everything that was done by
the Labor Party in government was in the best
interests of Victoria. I am sure he believes the Labor
Party has all wisdom and all justice and is a caring
party. I suggest to opposition members that no one
person or party is privy to all wisdom in the world
and no party can, on its own, look after all the
people and provide all the caring. Many members
on this side of the House really care about what is
happening to the people of Victoria. We do not enjoy
having to balance the books, but I remind
Mr Theophanous and others who accuse us of
running further into debt and putting the people
further at risk that when Ms Kirner became Premier
of this State she announced she would tackle the
State debt. The only way she could reduce the debt
was to go further into debt in the short term in order
to payoff the excess numbers within the Public
Service and bring our current account into line in the
longer term.
Mr Theophanous's comments are dishonest because
we know that he does not believe .what he is saying.
In a conversation he had with Mr Forwood and me
he said that we were taking the right path; that the
path we were taking was the only path that could be
taken to get Victoria out of its economic mess. I take
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exception to the statements made by opposition
members that are plainly dishonest and are put
forward purely for political reasons.
Mr Theophanous's comments were largely nonsense.
One thing that really upset me was the comment
that Victoria had significant assets and that the debt
really did not matter to any great degree. I remind
Mr Theophanous that the assets we have in Victoria
are not necessarily reliable. He should read an article
that appeared in the Herald Sun of 26 May. Terry
McCrann was commenting about the problems of
the debt in this country and was basically referring
to the Federal sphere. He spoke about the deficit as
being a consumption deficit rather than one built on
productivity. He went on to say about the economy
and the people who were claiming that we had
sufficient assets to cover the debts:
The trouble though with trying to work out the assets
to offset against the debts is that debt is real cash
owed - and unless a government is going to default
on its obligations, has to be paid out. Government
assets in general are far more surreal.

I am sure Mr Theophanous lives in a surrealistic
world because the economy that he espouses has
nothing to do with reality.
In talking about fairness, especially in regard to the
people of Victoria, I should like to know what was
fair about Ms Kirner abandoning a pledge to reduce
the debt and embarking on a spending spree that
brought us a $3 billion overrun in current account
spending. Although we have huge accumulated
debts in this State the problem the government must
face is the $3 billion overrun in current account
spending. Unless we bring that under control we
cannot reduce the program we have in place which
includes measures like the State deficit levy. When
Ms Kirner abandoned her plan to reduce the debt
she embarked on a spending spree which resulted in
a $3 billion overrun, and that made it extremely
difficult for the incoming government to overcome
the problem. It was devised for political reasons, not
for the people of Victoria.
Where is the fairness and justice for the people of
Victoria when the former Labor government left a
deficit of $3 billion for the incoming government,
which means we have four years to produce a
balanced Budget? That was not only irresponsible
but also despicable.
Did the former government consider Victorian
families, particularly those on low incomes, when it
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placed $47000 in debt on every household in
Victoria? The opposition has suggested that the
government is unfair by taking a responsible line in
an endeavour to return the economy to a more
favourable position. Unfortwlately, the debt belongs
to all Victorians.
The Report of the Victorian Commission of Audit clearly
spells out why the coalition government has
undertaken the initiative it has. The former Premier,
Ms Kirner, admitted to a debt of apprOximately
$60 million, but the Commission of Audit has
revealed that the debt is almost $70 million. The
executive summary referred to the $47000 debt on
each household, to which I referred earlier $28000 of which is owed by the Budget sector.
A number of opposition members asked what is
wrong with borrowing and pointed out that the
Bolte government did it. It is easy to compare what
happened during the 1980s with what happened
during the 196Os, but the situation is vastly different.
The Bolte government undertook a borrowing
program during a time of strong economic growth
and strong population growth. It was a vastly
different situation from what occurred during the
198Os. In the 1960s interest rates were low, but in the
1980s we had slow economic growth and slow
population growth. It was a period of high interest
rates during which the Cain and Kirner
governments continued to borrow. That was a recipe
for disaster. It is ridiculous to compare those periods.
A lot can be said about moving too quickly. Under
the heading, 'Why does Victoria need to change
course?" the executive summary of the report by the
Victorian Commissions of Audit states:
If the policies of the August 1992 Budget had been
maintained, the State's deficit would have more than
doubled, and the net debt of the public sector would
have risen by $12 billion, or 36 per cent, by 1996-97.
Victoria's credit rating would have been further
downgraded. The task of returning the State's finances
to a sustainable position would have been
immeasurably more daunting.

That is the reason for the government moving so
quickly to implement tax measures.
I turn now to another reason why Victoria is in such
a mess. Victoria has been subservient to some of the
high fliers in the Trades Hall Council who ran the
former government. Although this will be denied, it
is revealing to read an article in the Herald Sun of 24
May that states:
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PS head blasts Labor ...

Although Dr Paterson and I have not always seen
eye to eye, I was interested to read what he said. Dr
Paterson commented about the problems he had
experienced during his period as a top public
servant under the Labor government. He had a great
deal of trouble. He says:
... the Kimer government had also "nobbled" him in his
clashes with unions ... the government rescued the then
Hospital Employees Federation No. 2 branch as one of
its strikes was about to collapse, and had pressured
him to pay other strikers for half the time they were on
strike. "They wouldn't let a union be defeated. That
was the long and short of it," he said. "A union could
destroy the service system ... and yet as soon as they
were in trouble the government got them off the hook.
Now that kind of stuff makes you sick to the guts".

I have felt a little like Dr Paterson when listening to
some of the talk that comes from the other side of
the House. Dr Paterson has gone up in my
estimation since I read that article.
We cannot ignore the problems of the past. We
know they are there and we do not want them
glossed over as the opposition would have us do.
The people of Victoria need to understand that those
who ran Victoria for the past 10 years - none of
them has been in the real world and put up his or
her own dollars to earn a qUid! They have learnt it
all from books.
We have a long way to go in Victoria. We have a
hard road ahead of us, but I believe we can get there
if we follow the program adopted by the Kennett
government and by Treasurer Stockdale. In spite of
the criticisms made by Mr White of the Treasurer, he
is a man of great strength and integrity and he
understands the economic problems of Victoria. He
has implemented measures needed to bring Victoria
out of the mess. Some people will hurt and the
government does not enjoy that fact but if the
government delays, as the Commission of Audit
said, there will be a lot more hurt down the track.
We must pursue the budgetary measures that have
been implemented, and we must convince the
people of Victoria that it is in our best interests to do
so. We must combat the fear campaign by the
opposition and the teacher, health and the public
sector unions, which I am pleased to see are
attending the demonstrations in dwindling
numbers. The majority of the people in the
community understand that the government is on
the right track. I commend the Bills to the House.
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Hon. B. A. E. SKEGGS (Templestowe) - The
restructuring of the State's finances must be the key
objective, as has been clearly stated in the
Treasurer's speech and as is indicated in the
document before us on appropriation. There is no
doubt that we began this financial year under the
new Victorian government with a crushing deficit,
which I believe the government has handled bravely
and sensibly.
The government began with the projected deficit
estimated at some $1.5 billion for the year 1992-93
and it is projected to rise to $1.8 billion by the year
1994-95. Corrective measures have been taken
quickly by the government in ensuring sensible cuts
in departmental budgets, wherever possible,
without causing too much hurt. Unfortunately,
retrenchments have been an essential strategy in
adjusting the State's finances from the ruinous state
in which they were left by the former government.
The revised current account deficit now stands at
$866 million, an improvement on the current Budget
deficit as at October, which was then projected to be
$922 million. The aim is for the current account to
become a sustainable surplus by 1995-96. Although
it will take a long time to reach that position, I
believe the government is tackling the problem in
earnest, is settling down to the big task ahead and
will achieve its objective.
There is no doubt that the special Premiers
Conference to be held in Melbourne next month and
the Australian Loan Council meetings to be held
next month will be crucial to what sort of progress
can be made. It is essential that Victoria receive a
new deal on Commonwealth-State financial
relationships. Victoria is treated most unjustly in
being forced to subsidise smaller States. That
situation has existed for many years. There is no
doubt that Victoria must receive a much better deal
at the coming Premiers Conference.
The restoration of Victoria's AAA credit rating must
again be a prime objective of the government. I
believe the efforts of the Premier, the Treasurer and
other Ministers, who have undertaken virtually a
crusade to other countries to attract investment to
the State, are to be praised. It is not easy travelling to
so many countries in such a short time in an attempt
to convince some of the key financial institutions
and industries that Victoria is an attractive place in
which to invest.
The government has a deep belief in the State and its
capacity. In the past it has been the financial hub of
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Australia, and it will regain that position provided
we all have confidence and do our best to assist in its
restoration.
Corrective steps have begun in earnest to reduce the
current account deficit by $1.1 billion over a full
year. That is a most important target that can be
achieved through deparbnental cuts and important
new revenue-raising initiatives that are being taken.
The global borrowings of $600 million achieved
through the Australian Loan Council are essential to
bring about retrenchments in a number of
government deparbnents. Although that has caused
pain it means we will have a much leaner and more
efficient government in this State.
The cost to Victoria of borrowing was affected by the
downgrading by Moody's Investors Service; and
while it is true that S & P Australian Ratings Pty Ltd
maintained its former AA rating for Victoria, it is
still difficult to attract invesbnent from overseas. The
crusade being undertaken by the Premier and key
Ministers to attract investment back to Victoria is of
prime importance, and I hope honourable members
on both sides of the House will encourage that
action in the interests of pulling Victoria out of the
terrible mess in which it was left by the former
government.
There is a continuing dependence by government on
revenue from gaming. Almost 10 per cent of
Victoria's total revenue now comes from gaming.
That figure is projected to increase as a result of the
introduction of a casino in Victoria and the
expansion of gaming machine operations
throughout the State. The same trend is evident in
governments in Australia and other parts of the
world. Although the gambling dollar is of increasing
importance it is not necessarily a good foundation
for the finances of the State. We need to look to
increased productivity in all sectors of the economy
to provide a real basis for growth in the State and
the nation.
Tax revenue on lotteries fell by 4.7 per cent during
the past 12 months, while total revenue from racing
rose by 3.7 per cent. It is pleasing that the marketing
expertise of the racing codes has resulted in a lift in
government revenue from that area of 3.7 per cent,
despite competition from lotteries and other forms
of gambling.
To April this year, $89.6 million in revenue was
returned to the Smtc from gaming macllirles. As
more machines come into operation in hotels and
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clubs in Victoria that figure will increase
dramatically. Revenue from that source will be of
paramount importance in the future, as will revenue
from the proposed casino. The casino is expected to
contribute a large slice of the projected revenue from
gaming and will assist in meeting the government's
objectives for the State. Some 15 per cent of all
gaming and wagering revenue is projected to come
from existing gaming machines, and that figure will
almost certainly rise.
An aspect of concern is the effect of the Budget on
public hospitals. Templestowe Province, which I
represent, is well served by large public hospitals,
such as the Austin Hospital and the Repatriation
Hospital at Heidelberg, as well as a number of
smaller private hospitals.
The Austin Hospital is typical of a major hospital
suffering budget cuts. Its annual operating budget
has been cut by $5 million, or 4.6 per cent. Those
cuts make it very difficult for a hospital such as the
Austin to provide adequate services. The board is
working diligently to comply with the reduced
budget by imposing efficiencies throughout the
hospital. It is reducing its services and deferring
replacement of equipment and refurbishment of
some of its buildings.
Some hospital buildings are very old. I refer
particularly to ward 6A of Heidelberg House at the
Austin Hospital, which is used for the treatment and
housing of patients suffering from cancer and
haematological disorders. A public appeal has been
launched to raise $1.5 million for the refurbishment
of that ward and a fine public response has been
received, but the situation is parlous when a great
public hospital, particularly one with such a
magnificent record in the treatment and care of
cancer patients, must turn to the public to raise
funds for its refurbishment. The government should
examine the matter and assist the Austin Hospital in
refurbishing ward 6A, which has had no
improvements since the 1930s. Heidelberg House is
a very old section of the hospi tal and it deserves
special attention from the government.
It is essential that efficient hospitals such as the
Austin, which set about trying to meet the
government's objectives of reducing overall
administrative costs and increasing efficiency of
services, receive special consideration. Funding
levels should be adjusted to enable public hospitals
that are cost effective to get a better deal. They
should not be made to carry the can for less efficient
hospitals. It is important for the delivery of hospital
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services that efficient institutions like the Austin
Hospital are recognised.
In recent times funding for the replacement of
equipment, plant and facilities at the hospital has
been reduced and there is a demand for more
sophisticated, new and expensive equipment to
meet the needs of the 19905. The Austin Hospital
already has some sophisticated medical equipment,
such as magnetic resonance imaging, that needs to
be continually updated. That sort of equipment is
extremely expensive and it is also necessary to
replace the fundamental equipment such as
switchboards and electrical wiring.
I urge the Treasurer and the Minister for Health to

ascertain what can be done to ensure that this
cost-effective public hospital is given a fair deal. I
commend the Bill to the House.
The PRESIDENT - Order! I shall deal with the
Appropriation (1992-93) Bill first. The question is:
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Clause 4
The CHAIRMAN - Order! I inform honourable
members that at this stage they may discuss the
programs shown in the tables which form part of
clause 4 and appear at pages 7 to 96 of the Bill. I ask
them to nominate the particular program or
programs to which their remarks are directed.
Hon. J. M. BRUMBY (Doutta Galla) - I direct
my remarks to page 31, Program No. 234, which
deals with school support. I refer to the payments
promised to parents after the announcement of the
closure of some schools late last year. When the
government announced that 55 schools were to be
closed it said parents who enrolled their children in
other schools by 4 December would receive
payments of $250 to $350. I have received a number
of complaints and refer in particular to a letter from
a Mr James Vanselow of Blackburn, who wrote to
the shadow Minister for Education in another place
expressing concern about the delay in payment of
that money.

That this Bill be now read a second time.

Motion agreed to.
Read second time.
Ordered to be committed later this day.
The PRESIDENT - Order! I shall now deal with
the Supply (1993-94, No. 1) Bill. The question is:

Mr Vanselow's children attended Blackbum
Secondary College and were forced to transfer to
Box Hill High School for 1993. That was done at
some cost and Mr Vanselow was under the
impression that some assistance would be provided.
He wrote to the Department of Education on
2 December 1992 pointing out that his children
would be transferring and asking whether he would
receive assistance for transport costs and school
uniforms.

That this Bill be now read a second time.

Motion agreed to.
Read second time.
Passed remaining stages.
The PRESIDENT - Order! I shall now deal with
the Treasurer's statement. The question is:
That the Council take note of the Treasurer's statement.

Motion agreed to.

No reply was received to that letter. Mr Vanselow
wrote again on 11 February to the Department of
Education in the Rialto South Tower and asked what
happened to the previous letter. He said he had
experienced considerable additional expense due to
the school closure and asked for a reply. As nothing
had happened by 16 March, Mr Vanselow wrote
direct to the Minister for Education, Mr Hayward,
and referred him to the newspaper report of 19
November which said that parents of pupils in
schools that were to be closed by the government
were to be sent letters the next day and offered
compensation if they enrolled their children by
4 December 1992.

APPROPRIATION (1992-93) BILL
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Committee
Clauses 1 to 3 agreed to.

Mr Vanselow quite rightly was extremely upset at
that course of events. He had written three letters,
two to the Department of Education and one to the
Minister and none had been answered. Mr Vanselow
said the costs associated with transferring his two
children to Box Hill High School over the next three
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years, including transport and uniform costs, would
be more than $1100.
This is an extremely serious matter and I hope the
Minister will have the good sense and grace to reply
to Mr Vanselow. I hope the government makes some
financial recompense on this matter. The opposition
opposed the closure of those schools, but since they
have been closed it hopes the $250 to $350 that was
promised will be made available to Mr Vanselow as
soon as possible.
Hon. LOUISE ASHER (Monash) - Unlike
Mr Brumby, in speaking on the Appropriation
(1992-93) Bill I will refer to matters in my electorate.
Firstly, I refer to Program No. 311, children's and
family services, and to item 2700, which provides
grants and subsidies to preschool centres and
kindergartens. I place on record that the government
has been particularly discerning in funding
preschools and in these tough times has actually
increased funding. Two new preschools have been
recently constructed in my electorate. Gandel-Besen
House in Caulfield has places for 50 children and
Izett Street, Prahran, has places for 25 children. The
government has also provided additional funding to
the St Kilda-Balaclava Preschool for an additional 20
places. I commend the Minister for Community
Services, Michael John, for increasing funding for
preschool education in my electorate.
Secondly, I refer to Program No. 314, community
preventive and support services, and to item 3739,
which is a Commonwealth-State program for
innovative health services to homeless youth. As a
member for Monash Province, I represent some
underprivileged areas of Melbourne, one of which is
the St Kilda municipality to which many homeless
youth flock. Recently I had the honour of spending a
Friday night on a St Kilda Community Health
Centre bus recommended by the Burdekin report
and funded under this program. The government,
together with the Federal government, has increased
the health program for homeless youth from
$1 million in 1991-92 to $2.1 million in 1992-93. I
place on record my strong support for the work
done by the St Kilda Community Health Centre and
the bus funded under this program. I acknowledge
the goodwill of the Minister responSible for Youth
Affairs, Vin Heffernan, who has indicated that
additional funding for accommodation for homeless
youth will be provided to my electorate under the
gaming legislation referred to by Mr Skeggs.
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Thirdly, I refer to Program No. 700, road system
development services, and to something not
included in the program - the Domain tunnel. I am
grateful that the Minister for Roads and Ports is in
the Chamber to hear my contribution. My electorate
has Significant traffic problems in Alexandra
Avenue, Punt Road and Beach Road. The traffic is so
bad that it is often quicker to travel in one of
Mr Brown's trains than to drive from where I live to
the city. I look forward to the commencement of the
Domain tunnel project and I welcome the Minister's
announcement that the planning schedule is under
way. As a candidate in the recent election campaign
I made much about the need for the Domain tunnel
project and I look forward to work progressing in
the near future.
Finally, I refer to Program No. 558, major projects,
and to item 5572, which is a most sad
development - the Bayside project. I note that
$3 million was assigned to the project in 1991-92
and, unfortunately, $5.2 million was allocated to this
wasteland in 1992-93. Without wishing to be too
provocative, I note that the initial budget for the
program in 1986 was $28 million. If there was ever a
symbol of Labor's mismanagement, it is the Bayside
project in my electorate. It is the legacy of the
temporary Leader of the Opposition in another place
to my electorate and it is a scandal and a disgrace.
The government and the taxpayer have lost
$120 million - that is the Auditor-General's figure,
not mine. It has all gone down the gurgler. I am
sorry that I have to remind the Committee of the
absolute mismanagement that occurred on that site.
OppOSition members who have referred to school
closures and a number of other issues in their
speeches should recognise that if that $120 million
had been spent in a better way, some of the cuts that
were introduced by this government would not have
occurred. I raise those four items of concern to my
constituents and commend the Bill to the Committee.
Clause agreed to; clauses 5 to 8 agreed to.
Reported to House without amendment.
Passed remaining stages.
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APPROPRIATION (PARLIAMENT
1992-93) BILL and SUPPLY
(PARLIAMENT 1993-94, No. 1) BILL
Second reading
Debate resumed from 11 May and 12 May; motions
of Hon. R. M. HALLAM (Minister for Regional
Development).
Hon. G. P. CONNARD (Higinbotham) - I
would like to make a contribution because I have
had an interest in these Bills for some considerable
time. I have made a speech on the Appropriation
and Supply Bills before Parliament and on every
Budget since I have been in this place from 1982.
All the member Parliaments of the Commonwealth
Parliamentary Association enjoy the thread which is
common to us all, which is the belief in totally free
elections by the people of members to represent
them in the Parliament. Such elections should be
totally free, and the members who represent their
constituents should be able to state their case in
Parliament without fear or favour.
However, as the years and decades have passed, the
election of such members generally is facilitated by
their belonging to a political party. The very essence
of Parliamentary democracy is the freedom of those
representatives to present their case in the
Parliament without fear or favour. However, over
the decades it has become almost necessary for
candidates to belong to a political party if they are to
have the advantage of winning. With the emergence
of political parties, the discipline of the party is then
imposed on its members with regard to their voting
patterns.
In most of our Parliaments, following a general
election an executive of Cabinet is formed, either by
election or by appointment, by the leadership of the
winning party or parties. The effect has been the
subordination of the political liberty of the ordinary
member to that of the executive. Inevitably the
Cabinet will exercise substantial control through its
Parliamentary appropriations and taxation, the
result being that in more and more of our
Westminster-type Parliaments the liberty of
individual members has been restricted by the
control by the Treasurer of the funds.

Many Parliaments around the world have realised
this in recent decades and have taken steps to adjust,
not the least of which have been the House of
Commons in the United Kingdom and other
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Commonwealth Parliaments. Following elections
and the appointment of Cabinets, the Cabinet
Minsters have been left in charge of administering
their own departments with consideration of the
general philosophy of their respective parties,
leaving the non-Cabinet members with numerous
duties, including Parliamentary representation,
debates in Parliament and a great deal of frenetic
activity.
To employ the intellectual ability of non-Cabinet
members, in many Parliaments in recent times
Parliamentary committees have been established
which include investigatory committees, Select
Committees and other committees of principle.
However, in many cases the executive or Cabinet, by
controlling the money to be used for the process of
Parliament, has restricted the ability of Parliament
itself to form the appropriate committees to check
the excesses of the executive.
In Victoria this has certainly happened, and it has
been realised by Parliament over recent years. It is
interesting to note that several of us who were in the
previous Parliament were very conscious of this and
have worked hard to gain some realisation of these
principles. Former President Mackenzie was
probably the first to believe in reform of this process
and he brought to the attention of the House some
political processes that were of advantage to the
House. President Mackenzie, together with the
Speaker of the day, asked the Auditor-General to
make an assessment of the Parliamentary
departments. This audit was presented to
Parliament just prior to the 1988 election, which
resulted in the Labor government being returned to
the Lower House and a satisfactory majority to the
opposition, now the government, in this House. The
report was presented to each of the Houses; and as
the election of 1988 had resulted in a Speaker drawn
from the Labor Party and a President of this House
drawn from the liberal Party, the Legislative
Council proposed that a committee of the
Parliament be formed to consider the
recommendations.

Consequently, a Parliament of Victoria Committee
was formed as a Select Committee of both Houses of
Parliament consisting of six people, three members
from the Labor Party and three members from the
then coalition opposition. That committee produced
three reports to Parliament and made a very firm
recommendation that a separate Bill for the
appropriations of Parliament be introduced outside
the normal Budget and Appropriation Bills.
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The Premier of the day, Mrs Kimer, towards the
latter end of her service as Premier took up some of
the options in the second report and instituted them
in her Budget that was never finalised; it was
presented to Parliament but the election intervened.
She presented to Parliament a separate
Parliamentary Appropriation Bill for the very first
time. In the following November the Supply
processes were carried forward and a separate
Appropriation Bill for the Parliament was passed for
the first time by the Kennett government.
I would argue that this does not go far enough. This
Appropriation Bill, which I will not read in detail,
does not explain to the public the services of the
departments. I have looked at this in other countries
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and I draw to the attention of the House an advance
that I am proposing here, which was instituted by
the Province of British Columbia in Canada.
I have discussed with you, Mr President, and have
received permission from the two party Leaders for
two estimates to be incorporated into Hansard. My
colleagues will be able to read what was done there,
particularly on the first page, which deals with the
various departments - there are more than the five
department we have - and includes the salaries of
the members. I seek leave to incorporate the tables.

Leave granted; tables as follows:
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17

LEGISLATION
Summary'
Estimates 1991/9 2

S

Estimates 1992/93
S

Vote

No.

BUDGfTARY EXPENDITURE

Voted Appropriations
24,711,000

Legislation ............................................................................................................... .

23,415,000

24,711,000

Total Voted Expenditure .......................................................................... ..

23,415,000

Special Accounts (Statutory)
None ....................................................................................................................... .
24,711.000

Total Expenditure ..................................................................................... .
Total Fulltime Equivalent (HE) Employment 2

N/A

23,415,000

N/A

FINANCING TRANSACTIONS

None

I

2

TOTAL VOTED EXPENDITURE BY
GROUP ACCOUNT CLASSIFICATION
Salaries and Benefits .............................................................................................. ..

9,783,051
7,512,599
1,090,500
126,900
6,197.950

::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::
Grants and Contributions ....................................................................................... ..
Other Expenditures ................................................................................................ ..

11,393,411
5,616,659
914,830
127,000
5,363,100

24,711,000

Total Voted Expenditure ........................................................................... .

23,415,000

~~:~a~~g5s~t~~~~·::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::

NOTES
For comparative purposes only, figures shown for 1991/92 expenditure have been resta;ted to be consistent with the presentation
of the 1992/93 Estimates. Schedule A presents a detailed reconciliation. Schedules B an,d C present summaries of all Special
Accounts and Funds and major finanCing transactions across government.
Not applicable. Legislation (Vote 1) is not included in the government's staffing plan.
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ESTIMATES. 92/93

18

Vote 1

LEGISLATION
Classification by Sub- Vote
Estimates 1992/93

Estimates 1991/92

S

$

4,458,450
3,998,400
105,000
220,000
408,632
231,900
20,200
500,000
1,467,490
429,733
1,795,757

Members of the legislative Assembly - Indemnities and Allowances ..................................... ..
Members of the legislative Assembly - Constituency Allowances ........................................... .
Members' Dining Room ..........................................................................................................
legislative Committees ............................................................................................................
legislative Accounting Office ..................................................................................................
Inter-Parliamentary Relations ...................................................................................................
legislative Procedure Review ..................................................................................................
legislative Documents ............................................................................................................
Government Caucus Global ....................................................................................................
Office of the leader of the Official Opposition ........................................................................
Official Opposition Caucus Global .........................................................................................
Office of the leader of Third Party ...........................................................................................
Third Party Caucus Global ......................................................................................................
Independent Member - Global ................................................................................................
425,000 Centralized Expenses ...............................................................................................................
552,468 Clerk of the House ..................................................................................................................
1,105,642 Sergeant-at-Arms .....................................................................................................................
1,492,000 Hansard ..................................................................................................................................
374,356 Office of the Speaker ...............................................................................................................
2,303,052 legislative Library ...................................................................................................................
132,920 legislative Internship Program ............................................................................................... ..
3,290,000 legislative Buildings Improvements and Communications ...................................................... .
900,000 legislative Television System ...................................................................................................
500,000 Television Distribution ............................................................................................................

24,711,000

Total Vote .................................................................................................................

4,701,850
4,284,600
105,000
220,000
821,474
132,000
60,200
600,000
2,150,498
335,000
1,177,226
90,000
426,021
69,314
497,500
556,020
1,116,801
1,375,800
328,166
2,053,230
124,300
2,190,000

23,415,000

VOTE DESCRIPTION
This vote provides for the operation of the legislative Assembly and its committees, including indemnities, c:ilowances and
salaries for Members of the legislative Assembly, officials and staff, and for support services and other related costs. The iunds
allocated for the Offices of the Opposition leaders are provided for the general operations and support functions of those oifices. A
grant is provided for membership in the Commonwealth Parliamentary Association.
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Hon. G. P. CONNARD -I am not for one
moment arguing that Parliament should determine
the salaries of members - that is essentially a matter
for the Premier and for Cabinet itself - but 1 do
argue that Parliament should be responsible for its
own budget for the total voted expenditure and for
the detail of the presentation to Parliament of the
total costs of Parliament, including the salaries of
members, but noting that the salaries of members
are a matter for the government and not for
Parliament itself.
The legislature of British Columbia has a specific
line of appropriation for the members' dining room.
Members will recall the controversy that has
occurred in this Parliament over dining room
privileges. The documents list the detail of the
expenses of Parliament and I would ~ncourage ~e
government and this Parliament to gIve the pubhc
those details.
I suggest that we should be looking at the

recommendations of the three committees,
particularly in view of the Appropriation
.
(Parliament 1992-93) Bill. When I first came to thIS
place I assumed there was a chief executive. officer of
Parliament, but such was not the case; the five
divisions: the Legislative Council, the Legislative
Assembly, the House Committee, Hansard, and the
Library, made their own bids for funds. The
initiatives of the two previous preSiding officers,
President Hunt and Speaker Coghill, advanced the
idea of corporate management which has emerged
from the continued discussions of the divisional
heads. A great deal of improvement has been made.
The third progress report of the Parliament of
Victoria Committee upon the appointment of a
Parliamentary Service Committee stated that such
action should be advanced. 1 remind the House of
what the recommendations were. Recommendation
No. 14 states:
Consistent with its acknowledgment of the autonomy
of each House, the committee recommends that (a) there be a standing committee of the Parliament
appointed by statute and consisting of twelve (12)
members, including the Presiding Officers;
membership to provide equal representation of
both the Legislative Council and the Legislative
Assembly and the government and opposition
parties in each House;
(b) the Presiding Officers be joint chairmen of the
committee with a deliberative, but not a casting
vote; and,
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(c) the role of the joint Parliamentary Service Committee
be to develop policy for, and oversight
management of, the Parliament, including the
preparation of the annual Appropriation Bill.

1 encourage Parliament to consider that
recommendation and to use its influence in both
Houses of Parliament to argue with Cabinet the
importance of that particular recommendatio~.1t
would aid the joint Presiding Officers to obtam a
proper and independent appropri~tion for
Parliament. It is important for Parhament to have
the freedom of investigative committees, its own
references and to investigate matters appropriate to
Parliament.
It has been almost impossible in the 10 years I have
been in Parliament for the investigative committees
to make independent references for whatever
purposes. Members who serve on the in~esti?ative
committees would know that a protocol IS laId down
under which, firstly, they must accept a reference
from Parliament; secondly, they must accept a
reference from the Governor in Council - a
Minister - on a particular topic; and, thirdly, make
its own internal references.
Funding can be provided, but unless the Tre~surer
wishes to provide funding for recommendation
No. 14(c) the committees cannot do their appropriate
job. That is an infringement upon the liberty of all
members; we are supposed to represent our
constituencies through our parties and we would be
failing in that particular aspiration. The liberty of
our constituents can be infringed by the autocracy of
Cabinet itself. No party is free of that. The Labor
Party is just as guilty as perhaps my own. It is.
important that Parliament discusses and consIders
these measures.
I attempt to persuade you, Mr President, together

with your colleague, the Speaker, to institute a
further joint Select Committee on the Parliament of
Victoria at the appropriate time. There is a great deal
of work to be advanced to assist the departments
and the departmental heads to come together with a
jOint, competent budget for the Parliament.
The Parliament of Quebec takes such measures. 1
understand that its Parliamentary budget is a
percentage of the total budget, but it must stay
within that budget. It is interesting to note that the
Quebec Parliament has never reached the maximum
amount that it is able to spend, but it is the
responsibility of the Parliament within that
framework to manage its own affairs, such as
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refreshment rooms, Parliament itself and the
investigative committees.
I know that I am probably the last speaker in this
sessional period and it is perhaps germane that I am
the last because it is an important principle that the
Parliament should be considering. It is an important
principle for yourself, Mr President, as the Presiding
Officer of this House, together with your colleague
in the other place. I request that you at some time in
the future, certainly within 12 months, recommend
that such a joint committee be formed of both
Houses to advance the interests of Parliament to
enable it to protect the integrity of members and to
represent their views within the constraints of a
small Parliament and a rigid party discipline.
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I thank honourable members for their cooperation
during the sessional period. In particular, I thank my
Ministerial colleagues, the Leader of the Opposition
and the Deputy Leader of the Opposition, without
whose cooperation the orderly conduct of business
would not have been possible. I also thank the
government and opposition whips, Mr de Fegely
and Mr Mier, who play important roles in this place.
Mr President, your leadership and the leadership
shown by your deputy, the Chairman of
Committees, have contributed to the efficient and
orderly running of the Chamber. I also thank the
Clerk, the Clerk Assistant and the Usher of the Black
Rod, Parliamentary officers and Hansard, whose
contributions are appreciated by honourable
members.

Motions agreed to.

Wood end bypass
Read second time.
Passed remaining stages.

FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT
STRATEGY
Withdrawn on motion of Hon. R. I. KNOWLES
(Minister for Housing).

PAPERS
Laid on table by Clerk:

Hon. LICIA KOKOCINSKI (Melbourne West) I direct to the attention of the Minister for Roads and
Ports the Woodend bypass. At its meeting on
30 June 1992, the Shire of Newham and Woodend
resolved that certain principles should be followed
in the construction of the Woodend bypass to
underpin the selection of the appropriate route. In
particular, the council resolved to insist that
VICROADS:
A. Protect the quality of life of the shire's residents and
the fabric of community life.
B.

Improve local roads affected by the bypass,
emphasising road safety, improved access to the
township and safe access to and egress from the
bypass.

C.

Protect the natural environment, vegetation, wildlife
and habitat.

Dietitians Board -Report, 1990-91.
Optometrists Registration Board - Report, 1991-92.
Pathology Services Accreditation Board - Reports,
1989-90,1990-91 and 1991-92 (three papers).

ADJOURNMENT
Hon. R. I. KNOWLES (Minister for Housing) - I
move:
That the Council, at its rising, adjourn until a day and
hour to be fixed by the President, which time of
meeting shall be notified in writing to each honourable
member.

Motion agreed to.
Hon. R. I. KNOWLES (Minister for Housing) - I
move:
That the House do now adjourn.

D. Protect the built environment so as to preserve as far
as possible dwellings, farms, gardens, private and
public assets.
E.

Minimise the effect of earthworks on the landscape
and integrate the bypass into the landscape.

F.

Take into account and consider seriously all matters
of local significance.

I ask the Minister to ensure that the principles will
be strictly adhered to prior to the selection of the
appropriate route.

Keilor City Council
Hon. D. A. NARDELLA (Melbourne North) - I
direct to the attention of the Minister for Local
Government statements made by Bemie Finn, the
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honourable member for Tullamarine in the other
place. He has been reported as saying that the Keilor
City Council has not got its act together and that the
government may intervene - Hon. Louise Asher - Where did he say that?
Hon. D. A. NARDELLA -It has been reported
in two local newspapers.
Hon. Louise Asher - What are the dates?
Hon. D. A. NARDELLA - The articles appeared
on 25 May 1993. The Keilor City Council has been
dealing with a number of important infrastructure
issues, centring on roads and the construction of
buildings to house council employees.
The residents have decided to leave the dirt service
road off Melrose Drive, Tullamarine, as it is - not to
have it sealed. Keilor City Council, part of which is
in my province, has not sent out separate notices for
the upgrading of the service road. In fact, it has been
grading the road and keeping it up to scratch.
The Keilor City Council is acting responsibly in
these difficult times in trying to maintain the
efficient delivery of services to ratepayers. All
councillors, especially the mayor, Cr John PascllZzi,
are working very hard on behalf of their ratepayers.
I ask the Minister whether he has been approached
by Mr Finn and whether he has given any
undertakings to Mr Finn about an investigation into
or intervention by the government in Keilor council.

Victoria State Opera
Hon. R. S. IVES (Eumemmerring) - I raise with
the Minister for the Arts the financial pOSition of the
Victoria State Opera. In an earlier answer to a matter
I raised in the adjournment debate on 12 May the
Minister said that the base cause of the problem was
the fall in subscription income, which many
companies suffered last year because of the
recession.
Reports over the weekend, evidently based on
freedom of information, suggest that that is not so
and that much more ingrained financial
irresponsibility and poor management was
involved. In view of those reports I ask the Minister
when he will come clean on the financial problems
of the Victoria State Opera and whether he will
release at least relevant sections of the KPMG Peat
Marwick report so that the public and Parliament

can judge if the measures so far taken by the
government are sufficient to restore the fortunes of
the Victoria State Opera, to protect the taxpayers'
loan money and to justify the government's action in
subsidising to the extent of $14.30 each the seats of,
in the main, well-off opera-goers while denying a
subsidy to the Grey Sisters?

Responses
Hon. HADDON STOREY (Minister for the
Arts) - I thank Mr Ives for raising yet again the
issue of the Victoria State Opera. Mr Ives tend to
blow hot and cold on this issue. He has previously
denied that he said anything detrimental to the
Victoria State Opera; he was simply repeating
comments that had been made to him. He has now
asked six or seven questions in one, which between
them consist of expressing support for the Victoria
State Opera and expressing opposition to the
Victoria State Opera, and he also brought the Grey
Sisters into it.
With regard to the subSidy for the Victoria State
Opera, if the substance of his remark is that the
annual grant is the same as it has been for the past
four or five years, given the fact that the value of
money declines each year, the previous government
was actually giving the opera more for each seat
than it is getting from the present government.
With regard to coming clean, I have explained the
circumstances on several occasions. The details set
out in the article to which Mr Ives referred are
accurate and represent what I have told the House in
the past. I have said before that the base cause of the
problem that towards the end of last year led to the
Victoria State Opera seeking assistance from the
government was a decline in subSCription income. If
Mr Ives reads the report again he will find that that
is exactly right.
Mr Ives referred to poor management of the Victoria
State Opera. I do not remember seeing any words
along those lines in the article. If Mr Ives wants to
contradict me, he may do so, but I notice he is not
contradicting me; it seems he has somehow added
those words, which did not appear in the article.
The fact is that earlier problems with the Victoria
State Opera were dealt with by the previous
government, which I think probably appears in the
article. It was after that that the shortfall in income
occurred that led to the problems at the end of last
year. It is interesting to note that the Australian
Opera has recently reported a loss - I think it is the
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first it has ever had - that was caused by a shortfall
in subscription income last year. It is obvious that
what happened last year was that the recession
finally bit into the higher priced arts-type activities
and both opera companies suffered as a result.
I believe Mr Ives secretly shares the view of his
Leader, Mr White, that the opera is an important
institution that should be supported - Mr White
has certainly made that clear. I do not believe
Mr Ives has ever really opposed that notion, which
makes it even more surprising that he would ask the
question in the way he did.
The government has been up-front about the matter.
The details set out in that article were the result of
FoI activities. To the best of my recollection they
accurately explained what happened.
The support given to the Victoria State Opera will
enable it to continue its activities. It is far in excess of
a government grant and it will generate more money
through sponsorship, subSCriptions for seats and
other activities, including commercial activities. The
government grant is an important element of
support for the company.
I hope that Mr Ives will have an opportunity of
attending some of the company's performances later
this year. It sounds like a pretty good program! I am
sure it will be popular and the high standard of the
Victoria State Opera will be maintained.
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Hon. W. R. BAXTER (Minister for Roads and
Ports) - Ms Kokocinski raised a similar matter to
one raised with me last evening. It is obvious she
raised it on behalf of another person because she
appeared to be unaware of the pronunciation of the
municipality concerned. I advise her that the
consultative committee is putting together the
environmental effects statement. That study will
take full account of all representations made
whether from municipalities, individuals or action
groups.
Hon. R. M. HALLAM (Minister for Local
Government) - Mr Nardella raised the matter of a
service road in the City of Keilor and he asked
specifically whether I had been approached by the
honourable member for Tullamarine in another
place, Mr Finn. The answer is no, I have not been
approached by Mr Finn. He asked whether I had
given an undertaking in regard to any intervention
in respect of this issue and the answer is no.
Motion agreed to.
House adjourned 10.53 p.m.
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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
STAFF LEVELS - CONSERVATION AND NATURAL RESOURCES
(Question No. 2)
Hon. B. T. PULLEN asked the Minister for Conservation and Environment:
With respect to the Department of Conservation and Natural Resources:
(a) What were the permanent and temporary staff levels in each functional area of the department and the location of
the officers as at 16 October 1992?
(b)
What were the permanent and temporary staff levels by functional area for each statutory authority or board
responsible to the Minister as at 16 October 1992?

Hon. M. A. BIRRELL (Minister for Conservation and Environment) - The answer is:
(a)
(b)

Permanent and temporary staff levels at the Department of Conservation and Natural Resources as at 16 October
1992 are given in Attachment A.
Permanent and temporary staff levels at the Royal Botanic Gardens as at 16 October 1992 are given in Attachment
A.

Permanent and temporary staff levels at the Environment Protection Authority as at 16 October 1992 are
given below:
Permanent
Temporary
Executive
2
o
Corporate Services Division
4
57
Operations Division
4
150
Policy Division
41
6
Scientific and Engineering Services Division
81
4
Permanent and temporary staff levels for the Zoological Board of Victoria as at 16 October 1992 are given
below for the board's three properties - the Royal Melbourne Zoological Gardens, Healesville
Sanctuary and Werribee Zoo:
Permanent
Temporary
Administration staff
2
71
Groundstaff
168
5
Permanent and temporary staff levels at the Victorian Conservation Trust as at 16 October 1992 are indicated
below:
Temporary
Permanent
Administration Staff
6
o
Groundstaff
2
3
Permanent and temporary staff levels at the Victorian Institute of Marine Sciences as at 16 October 1992 are
indicated below:
Permanent
Temporary
Administration staff
13
o
Research staff
o
13
9
Education staff
6
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Attachment A
DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION AND NATURAL RESOURCES
EMPLOYEE STATISTICS REPORT
data as at 16/10/92

LOCATION
SECRETARY

PERM

TEMP

1

0

CORPORATE & EXECUTIVE SERVICES

221

27

NORTH WEST DIVISION

628

62

SOUTH WEST DIVISION

887

86

PORT PHlLLIP DIVISION

492

86

NORTH EAST DIVISION

844

92

GIPPSLAND DIVISION

982

120

14

0

4069

473

35
95
96
27
253

11

Vie Pde, East Melb

STRATEGIC PLANNING &
RESEARCH CO-ORDINATION
TOTALCNR
OFFICE OF THE ENVIRONMENT
DEPT OF WATER RESOURCES
ROYAL BOTANICAL GARDENS
VAS

Collins St, Melb

Spring St, Melb
SthYarra
5th Melbourne

Total

9
5
11

36

MINISTERIAL STAFF - CONSERVATION AND ENVIRONMENT
(Question No. 3)
Hon. B. T. PULLEN asked the Minister for Conservation and Environment:
With regard to each member of the Minister's staff:
(a) What is their name?
(b)
What salary is paid and from what source?
(c) What is the tenure of the appointment, indicating whether he or she is a permanent public servant?
(d) Does he or she have a written contract?
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Hon. M. A. BIRRELL (Minister for Conservation and Environment) - The answer is:
(a)

Consistent with the practice of the previous government, to maintain the confidentiality of the personal affairs of
staff, names are unable to be given.
(b), (c) and (d) The table below shows the staffing arrangements.
Person

Salary

Source of
Funding

Tenure

Written
Contract

A

$51000

CNR Budget

At my discretion

No

B

$40724

CNR Budget

At my discretion

No

C

$35676

CNR Budget

At my discretion

No

0

$28280

CNR Budget

At my discretion,
Schedule 6, Clause 9(1),
Public Sector
Management Act

No

(CNR

=Department of Conservation and Natural Resources)

MINISTERIAL STAFF - NATURAL RESOURCES
(Question No. 4)
Hon. B. T. PULL EN asked the Minister for Conservation and Environment, for the Minister for Natural
Resources:
With regard to each member of the Minister's staff:
(a) What is their name?
(b) What salary is paid and from what source?
(c)
What is the tenure of the appointment?
(d) Does he or she have a written contract?

Hon. M. A. BIRRELL (Minister for Conservation and Environment) - The answer supplied by the
Minister for Natural Resources is:
(a)

Consistent with the practice of the previous government, to maintain the confidentiality of the personal affairs of
staff, names are unable to be given.
(b),(c) and (d) The table below shows the staffing arrangements.

Person

Salary

Source of
Funding

Tenure

Written
Contract

A

$40 724

CNR Budget

At Minister's discretion

No

B

$37226

CNR Budget

At Minister's discretion

No

C

$23 000

CNR Budget

At Minister's discretion

No

0

$28000

CNR Budget

At Minister's discretion

No

(CNR

=Department of Conservation and Natural Resources)

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
1490

COUNCIL

Wednesday, 28 April 1993

CHEMICALS - CONSERVATION AND NATURAL RESOURCES
(Question No. 5)

Hon. B. T. PULLEN asked the Minister for Conservation and Environment:
With respect to the Department of Conservation and Natural Resources:
(a) What chemicals are purchased by the department per annum by - (i) type of chemical; (ii) purpose of use; (ill)
quantity; (iv) cost; and (v) amount per region?
(b)
What chemicals are currently held in store in each region in total?

Hon. M. A. BIRRELL (Minister for Conservation and Environment) - The answer is:
(a)

(b)

A description of chemicals purchased by the Department of Conservation and Natural Resources per annum by
(i) type, (ii) purpose, (ill) quantity, and (iv) cost is given in Attachment A (Statewide summary spreadsheet).
The answer to point (v) - the amount of chemicals purchased per region - is given in Attachment 8
(Regional analysis spreadsheet).
A list of chemicals currently stored by each region of the department is given in Attachment 8.
Please note that the "costs per annum" figures in Attachments A and 8 are for purchases made in the 1992-93
financial year. It is anticipated that there will be minimal further purchases made in the remainder of the
financial year.
It should also be noted that Attachments A and B record stock levels as they existed during late March and early
April when the information was collated. Stock levels are subject to fluctuations according to usage.
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STATE WIDE CHEMICAL ANALYSIS - PARLIAMENTARY QUESTION ON NOTICE
STATE
DESCRIPTION

Attachment A

PACK PURPOSE
SIZE

OFUSE

ALUMIN.PHOS.

KG
VERMIN FUMIGATION
.............-.........................................................................................................................................................

AMETRYNE

1-----+-----+----~

5L

BLACKBERRIES

ATRAZINE

20L
PATERSONS CURSE
........................................................................................................................................................................
L
TIIIsn..ES
........................................................................................................................................................................

~---~---+-----~

BANNEL

~---~---+-----~

BROMACIL

5L

BROMACIL

20L

BROADLEAF WEEDS

BROMIClDE

5L

PATERSONS CURSE

BROMOXYNlL

5L

PATERSONS CURSE

BROMOXYNIL

20L

...............................................................................................................................................................................

---+----+----~

D1QUAT

20L
CAPE WEED
...............................................................................................................................................................................

---+---.;--+----~

!?~.9.~~!.................................... ~!................................................................................................................. ~_~_+----.;~_+--_......;.;;_--I

:..~~.~~~ ............................... ~~......... ~~~0.~..~~.y..~.g~~~ .......................................................~---.::.:....._+----.;~_+--___--I

GARLON480

20L
........................................................................................................................................................................

J--:...:...-+--~-+----~

9.~.~~.~.~............................ ~~ ........ ~~E.~.~.~.~~f.~~.~....................................................1--_ _ _+_----+------1
GARLON~
lL
........................................................................................................................................................................
I-----+_----+------1
GARLON~

20L
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STATE WIDE CHEMICAL ANALYSIS - PARLIAMENTARY QUESTION ON NOTICE
STATE
I DESCRIPTION

PACK

PURPOS~

QUANTIfY COST

SIZE

OFUSE

PER

PER

CURRENr
STOCK

ANNUM
HOLDINGS
ANNUM
...................................................................;;;-......-................. ;.;.;.......;.................................~..............................1 - - - - . - - -....1-------1

9.~~.9.~................................. ~~!:. ~~.~~!?.~........................................................................................_2;;,..7_40_-+-_S7..;.,.1_24_-+-_ _1_70_5_-i
9.~~9.~................................. ~.................................................................................................................._0___I---SO- - - i r - - _20- - - i

9.~.~~.~.............................. ~~~ ...... ~~~~.~~~.~~.~~~!.~.~.9.~.~.~.~9..~!..........................
GESATOP

L

PLANTATION WEED CONTROL

~~~~~~f.~~::::::::::::::::: ~~:::::::: ~~:::§.~~~!.~~:§.~~.~~:yZ~:~~~:~::~§:~::::::::::::.·

GLYPHOSPHATE
20L
.........................................................................................................................................................................

39
0

S3.386
SO

174
20

26S

$47.260

21

S3,582

408
91

. . . . . )5.......... ·····$2:115......· ..··....·..i·Q9..........·

9.~?:~.~.!?~........................... ~~........ ~~~~!:~.~.~!'~~.~!~.~.9.~~~.~..~~9.~'~''''''''''''''''''''''''--__I - - - - - - I r - - - - - - t
77
55
S34.972
GRAZON
DS
20L
................................................................................................................................................................................- -__I - - - - - - I r - - - - - - t
0
20
SO

0

SO

40

0
26
SO
KRENrrE
20L
................................................................................................................................................................................- - -........- - - - I I - - - - - - - i
1571
1572
S34.492
LARVICIDE
500ML RABBITS
................................................................................................................................................................................- -....I--~----I------4
87
67
Sl1.779
93

48

S33,017

0

SO

92

11

SS54

362

0

SO

44

0
6
MSMA
20L
GRASS CONTROL
I - - - - I - - -SO- - - i r - - - - - i
........................................................................................................................................................................
3
13
Sl.053
~~~~.~
~?~
~~~~.~~~.~!:!.~~!.~.~.9.~.~.~.~9..~!
I-_ _ _.--..;.._---1r------1

..........................

.......

..........................

60
S270
300
PHOSTOXIN
ruBE RABBIT FUMIGANT
f----J------1r------i
........................................................................................................................................................................
115
S2,530
421
PINDONE
200G
RABBIT
POISON
1----.--..;..----11-------1
........................................................................................................................................................................
0
9
SO
~.~~!.~~............................. ~~ ...... ~9.9.~~'~~'~!:!'~!Y~~~'~'~'~~~''''''''''''''''''''''''I----'--__I-------1

PRIMATOL
Z
IL
SO-__I - - -3- - - t
........................................................................................................................................................................
f - -0- - J - 190
100
PULSE
IL
WEED
CONTROL
S2.896
........................................................................................................................................................................I - - - -__I---..;..---ir-----i
0
0
REDEYE
IL
DYE
SO
................................................................................................................................................................................- -....I - - - - - - - I f - - - - - - - i
REDEYE

5L

REGl.oNE

5L

PATERSONS CURSE

ROUNDUP

5L

BLACKBERRIES AND BRIARS

ROUND UP

20L

SIMAZINE

lOL

17

S170

72

128

S7.336

163

0

SO

0

171

S31.254

148

31

S2,583

260

0

SO
$135

171.2

3S

$12.496

239

................................................................................................................................................................................- - -........- -....1 - - - - - - - 4

HARDWOOD

132

35

SI.620

21

2S

SS.979

67

0

SO

24

178
S206
................................................................................................................................................................................- - -........- - - I - - - - - - - f

TRITON B

IL

SURFAcrANT

40

VELPAR

KG

WOODY WEEDS

480

SS.640

0

VELPAR

5L

0

SO

75

134

$66,986

234

0

SO

55

0 -__I - -SO
VORAX
lOL
SOIL STERIlANT
1 ---i
........................................................................................................................................................................
I------ir--VORAX
20K
0
3
SO

................................................................................................................................................................................- - - I - - - - - - I I - - - - - - - f

32
VORAXAA
25KG
2
Sl.44O
................................................................................................................................................................................- - -........- - - - I I - - - - - - - f

WETI1NG AGENT

L

HERBICIDE ADDmVE

ULVAPRON

20L

SURFAcrANT

580

SS.023

1088

0

SO

20

$801.830
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CURRENT
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ALEXANDRA
BAIRNSDALE
BALLARAT
DESCRIPTION

PACK

IQUANlTTY ICOST

SIZE

IPER ANNUMIPER ANNUM ISTOCK

CURRENT

CURRENT

IQUANlTTY ICOST
PER ANNlIM)PER ANNUM

i

CURRENT

IQUANlTTY ICOST

PER ANNU~'PER ANNUM ISTOCK

PER ANNU~'PER ANNUM ISTOCK

HOLDINGS

HOLDINGS

IIOLDINGS

HOLDINGS

HOLDINGS

CURRENT

IQUANlTTY ICOST

PER ANNlJMIPER ANNUM I!;TOCK

I STOCK

BENDIGO

BENALLA
CURRENT

IQUANlTTY ICOST

~;~:~:::::::::::::::::::::::::: iC~::::: ::::::::::::::::::I::::::::::::::::::::t::::::::::::::::: ::::::::::::::::::1::::::::::::::::::::::::1::::::::::::::::: : : : : : : : : : I: : : : : : : : : : :i: : : : : : : :~ ::::::::::::::::~i:::::::::::~:?~t::::::::::::;. ::::::::::::::::::t::::::::::::::::::::t:::::::::::::::::
FRENOCK

20l

! !

GARLON480

20l

!

GARLON600

20l

! !

GASTION

rusES

!

l

7

131

$7,708 !

1:

$1,041:

8

1

1

2!

$1,100 1

5

!

!

!

l

6!

$5,940!

18

l

!

2!

$2,082!

9!

$9,180 !

18!

$18,000 !

620!

$1,6121

1

1

;.~t.~:.::::::::::::::::: :E:::: :.:·::::::::F::.::::::::::::.I::::::::::·:::..::::::.:::::::1·::·:::·::::::·:::.1:::::::. :·:.: :=::::::.:"o:i.:::..::::.:.:.::I:.::.:.:• ~ ..... ·::.J.·.··.:::.:.::::::J:• :.··:::·:.:• •·:.:.:.:.i·::.•••·. .···::::·E:.:.::··.:·:.
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STATE WIDE CHEMICAL ANALYSIS· PARLIAMENTARY QUESTION ON NOTICE
ALEXANDRA
BAIRNS DALE
BALLARAT
DESCRIPTION

I't\CK

IQUANTlTY leasT

SIZE

IPER ANNUMlpER ANNUM ISTlX:K

CURRENT

IQUANTlTY ICOST

CURRENT

PER ANNUMlpER ANNUM

STOCK

HOLDINGS

ROUND UP

.........................
....................
~;~~.;~~.....................
~.;~;~

~~~~.~~~~

20L

.

.

•

IQUAtflny leaST

90!

$16.020

i

CURRENT

83

CURRENT

IQUANTITY leaST

PER ANNUMIPER ANNUM ISTOCK

PER ANNUMIPER ANNUM ISTOCK

HOLDINGS

HOLDINGS

HOLDINGS

1I0LDINGS

.

CURRENT

PER ANNU~'PP! "·INIIM ISTOCK

. ,

37!

$6.600 !
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~~~~~~:::..:.:•. ~~::.:•. :...·::::.:···E. :·:.··]·
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20L
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C.GIPPSLAND
COLAC
DANDENONG
DESCRIPTdPACK IQUANTITY COST~~fURRENT
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PER ANNU PER ANNUM ISTOCK
HOLDINGS

1080

HORSHAM

GEE LONG

QUANTlTYjCOST
ICURRENT
PER ANNU~ PER ANNUM STOCK

IQUANTITY ICOST
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PER ANNUM PER ANNUM STOCK

HOLDINGS

IMLS

IQUANTITY ICOST
I CURRENT
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~
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~

o
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C.GIPPSLAND
COLAC
DANDENONG
DESCRIPTd PACK
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IQUANTITY ICOST

ICURRENT

PER ANNUM PER ANNUM

IQUANffiY ICOST

STOCK

ICURRENT

PER ANNUM PER ANNUM

IQUANTITY ICOST

STOCI\

PER ANNl iM PER ANNUM

HORS HAM
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IClIRRENT

IQUANTrry ICOST

ICURRENT

PER ANNUM PER A~~U~f

STOCK

IQUANTITY ICOST

STOCK

~

ICURRENT
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::s

STOCK
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FOX BAIT
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sl.5ooj
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Tuesday, 11 May 1993

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
CONTRACT/CONSULTANT EMPLOYMENT - MAJOR PROJECTS
(Question No. 13)
Hon. B. T. PULLEN asked the Minister for Major Projects:
(a)
(b)

How many people are employed on a contract basis in each of his Ministry, department, or agencies and what is
the nature and value of those contracts?
How many people have been employed to undertake consulting work since 3 October 1992 and what is the
nature and value of those consultancies?

Hon. M. A. BIRRELL (Minister for Major Projects) - The answer is:
(a)

(b)

The Office of Major Projects has 26 people employed on a contract basis, and under the Public Sector
Management Act 1992. The estimated full-year cost of employment is $1796000.
Contract employees, provide various project management services, professional legal and financial advice and
project support.
The Docklands Authority has seven people employed on a contract basis, and under the Public Sector Management
Act 1992, and other Acts. The estimated full-year cost of employment is $420000. Contract work to the
Docklands involves management of project evaluation.
Since 3 October 1992 the Office of Major Projects has awarded contracts for service to 26 firms to provide various
professional services to projects managed by the office. The consultancies cover architectural, engineering,
quantity surveying, planning, legal, valuation, surveying and environmental services with a total approved
value of approximately $290 000.
Since 3 October 1992 the Docklands Authority has awarded contracts for service to 12 firms. The consultancies
cover architectural, valuation, and engineering services with a total approved value of approximately
$404000.

MONITORING - AIR AND WATER QUALITY
(Question No. 18)
Hon. B. T. PULLEN asked the Minister for Conservation and Environment:
In respect of the Environment Protection Authority as at 30 September 1992 and at 31 March 1993:

(a)
(b)

What were the total resources and the number of people or person-year equivalents allocated to - (i) air quality
monitoring, management and research; (ii) water quality monitoring, management and research; (iii) policy
development and actions to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and ozone depletion?
What were the total resources and the number of people of person-year equivalents available to the authority to
carry out its functions?

Hon. M. A. BIRRELL (Minister for Conservation and Environment) - The answer is:

(a)

Air and water:
Full-year cost:

30.9.92
38.5 staff
$2378157

31.3.93
32.5 staff
$2349788
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(b)
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These figures reflect a transfer of responsibilities, with Melbourne Water now required to take responsibility for
urban water monitoring. EPA will audit Melbourne Water's monitoring programs, providing a high level of
credibility for the results. EPA will continue to report to the community on water quality trends using
Melbourne Water data and the results of its own auditing. EPA will ensure that monitoring programs are
designed to deliver meaningful information that can be used as a management tool in improving the quality of
urban waterways.
3S staff
26 staff
Other:
Full-year cost:
$1 845000
$1 392000
The government has since 31 March acted to strengthen EPA's policy role by transferring to it staff and resources
from the Office of the Environment. These staff will contribute to the formulation of policies and strategies to
achieve environmental goals set out under national and international agreements on the environment, and
will contribute to work on dealing with greenhouse issues and ozone depletion.
Total:
339 staff
304 staff
$6 660 000"
·$19374000
tt'J'otal funds available under Supply Act 1992-93.

OVERSEAS VISIT - MINISTERIAL
(Question No. 21)
Hon. J. M. BRUMBY asked the Minister for Conservation and Environment, for the Premier:
In relation to overseas visits by the Premier and other Ministers since October 1992:
(a) Which Ministers have travelled overseas?
(b)
In respect of each trip (i)
What was the purpose?
(ll) Which places were visited?
(iii) Who accompanied the Minister and in what capacity?
(iv) What was the total cost including airfares, accommodation, car hire, food and beverages and other
incidentals?
(c)
What reports, if any, are available regarding the purpose and outcomes of the trips undertaken?

Hon. M. A. BIRRELL (Minister for Conservation and Environment) - The answer supplied by the Premier
is:
(a)

The Hon. J. G. Kennett, MLA, Premier of Victoria
The Hon. A. Stockdale, MLA, Treasurer of Victoria

(b)

(i)

(c)

To launch the new Treasury Corporation of Victoria to a number of key financial institutions that will have
ongoing business with the corporation. The visit also allowed the opportunity for the Premier and the
Treasurer to provide the overseas financial institutions with briefings on their economic reforms and
recovery strategies being put in place by the Victorian government to overcome the disastrous
economic performance of the previous Labor government.
(ll) United Kingdom, Switzerland, Germany, USA, Japan, Hong Kong, Singapore.
(iii) The Premier was accompanied by:
Ms P. Hailstone, Private Secretary
Mr S. Murphy, Press Secretary
The Treasurer was accompanied by:
Mr I. Ferres, Chairman, Treasury Corporation of Victoria
Mr W. Jarman, Managing Director, Treasury Corporation of Victoria
Mr P. Bellomo, General Manager, International, Treasury Corporation of Victoria
(iv) Total cost for the visit is not yet available as the Treasury Corporation of Victoria processed all costs for
the visit by credit card while the party was overseas and there are still some remaining statements to
come to hand.
The Premier and the Treasurer have provided details of the visit through numerous media interviews and have
responded to questions in the House regarding the visit. The results of meetings and discussions have been
followed through by the Treasury Corporation of Victoria.
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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
CONTRACTS/CONSULTANTS - CONSERVATION AND ENVIRONMENT
(Question No. 6)
Hon. B. T. PULLEN asked the Minister for Conservation and Environment:
(a)
(b)

How many people have been employed on a contract basis in each of his Ministry, department or agencies and
what is the nature and value of those contracts?
How many people have been employed to undertake consulting work since 3 October 1992 and what is the
nature and value of those consultancies?

Hon. M. A. BIRRELL (Minister for Conservation and Environment) - The answer is:
(a)
(b)

Producing information on the numerous on-going or current contract services organised by the department
throughout the State of Victoria (concerning matters as diverse as land protection services and administrative
services) would require excessive time and resources and, consistent with past practice, cannot be justified.
There have been 34 consultancies organised by the Department of Conservation and Natural Resources since 3
October 1992. The nature of the consultancies is advice on flora and fauna, forest management, marine
ecosystems, management of historic structures and other matters.
The value of those consultancies is $414 619.

CONTRACTS/CONSULTANTS - HOUSING
(Question No. 8)
Hon. B. T. PULL EN asked the Minister for Housing:
(a)
(b)

How many people are employed on a contract basis in each of his Ministry, department or agencies and what is
the nature and value of those contracts?
How many people have been employed to undertake consulting work since 3 October 1992 and what is the
nature and value of those consultancies?

Hon. R. I. KNOWLES (Minister for Housing) - The answer is:
(a)

Twenty-two people are currently employed on a contract basis in the Housing Divisions, Building Control
Division and Resources Division of the Department of Planning and Development. This does not include
temporary public servants. The nature and value of the contracts is set out in the following table:

Nature of Contract

Contract Value

ISIP Software Maintenance
ISIP Software Maintenance
ISIP Software Maintenance
Lafis &t ISIP Software Maintenance
ISIP Software Maintenance
ISIP Software Maintenance
ISIP Software Maintenance

$42560
$72 800

$31540
$48 384

$ 7560

$33480
$41280
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ISIP Software Development
ISIP Software Development
ISIP Sales - Software Customisation
ISIP Sales - Software Customisation
ISIP Sales - Software Customisation
ISIP Sales - Software Customisation
ISIP Sales - Software Testing
ISIP Sales - Administrative Support
ISIP Sales - Software Maintenance
ISIP Sales - Software Maintenance
ISIP Sales - Software Customisation
ISIP Software Development
ISIP Sales - Software Customisation
ISIP Data Conversion
Business Systems Project Management - Home finance
(b)
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$25200
$36480
$18800
$16168
$16168
$15040
$11280
$ 4512
$20496
$20984
$ 9400
$52000
$21344
$12768
$50 000

The nature and value of consultancies let since 3 October 1992 is set out in the following table. The list includes
engagements for the provision of professional services. Consultancies engaged under Treasury Regulations for
building services, such as structural engineering, architectural and drafting, landscaping, building surveying,
maintenance and hydraulic and electrical services have not been included. A great many consultants in these
categories are engaged each year and the time and resources to compile a complete listing are not available at
this time. If the honourable member seeks information on consultancies for any particular building projects, I
will ensure that it is provided.
Nature of Consultancy

Value

Liability risk management review
Role of cooperative housing societies as a source of home finance
Consultancies on performance management
Competency development workshops
EEO Seminars
Advanced writing skills
Working in teams
Advanced writing skills
Effective writing and time management skills
Development of program for internal consultants
Housing staff job redesign
Presentation skills
Senior Women's Workshop
Consultation on corporate focus
Career transition workshops
Managing downsizing and job search workshops
Achieving career goals
Working in teams
Planning and achieving career goals
Stress management/ communication skills
Computer training
Employment contracts
Remuneration planning
Development of employment agreements
Asset management pilot project
Feasibility of contracting out direct labour cleaning services
Accounting for financial and product performance
Review of financial position of Housing portfolio

$25000
$15000
$ 1650
$ 4964
$ 950
$ 2400
$ 3200
$ 1400
$ 6 750
$ 4260
$ 4980
$ 1000
$ 600
$ 600
$ 9960
$18070
$ 1000
$ 1600
$ 1300
$ 600
$ 420
$ 1620
$ 1000
$18370
$17400
$25940
$69500
$12000
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STAFF LEVELS - CONSERVATION AND ENVIRONMENT
(Question No. 17)
Hon. B. T. PULLEN asked the Minister for Conservation and Environment:
In respect of each department, authority or agency under your administration as at 30 September 1992 and at 31 March
1993:
How many people were employed and what was the status of their employment?
(a)
(b)
How many people were employed - (i) in geographically defined activities by region; and (ii) across the State
function in head office branches and/or associated research activities?
How many people were employed and what resources were allocated to - (i) development and maintenance of
(c)
parks and reserves for conservation and public access; (ii) fire suppression and fire protection works; (iii) soil
conservation, control and eradication of pest animals and plants and management of tree planting schemes;
(iv) management and conservation of flora and fauna and habitat; (v) management of recreational and
commercial fishing, stocking and conservation of resources; and (vi) other activities?

Hon. M. A. BIRRELL (Minister for Conservation and Environment) - The answer is:
Employment details for the Department of Conservation and Natural Resources and associated agencies were
previously provided in response to Legislative Council Question No. 2 from the Hon. B. T. Pullen.
Specific resource allocation information can be found in the departmental supplementary Budget Paper for 1992-93,
which should be read in conjunction with Consolidated Fund information contained in 1992-93 Budget Papers.
The time and resources required to produce other information would be excessive and, consistent with past practice,
cannot be justified.
Further information will also be provided in the pending 1992-93 annual report.

CONTRACT CLEANING - HOUSING ESTATES
(Question No. 26)
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS asked the Minister for Housing:
(a)
(b)

What is the breakdown of the number of hours of contracted cleaning for each Ministry housing estate and the
number of hours worked previously by salaried cleaners per estate?
How many previously employed cleaners have been provided jobs as contractors and under what contract
conditions?

Hon. R. I. KNOWLES (Minister for Housing) - The answer is:
(a)

The contract cleaning service was let on the basis of a total price for specified work. It was not let on a number of
hours basis so the information sought on number of contracted hours is not available to the department. This
schedule is a matter for the cleaning contractors and may vary to meet need.
The number of cleaners per estate prior to the service being contracted is set out in the following table:
11
Collingwood
Richmond
11
Fitzroy
15
Carlton
12
11
Flemington
Kensington
8
North Melbourne
9
Essendon
5
Prahran
13
South Melbourne
10
Williamstown
2
Preston
1
Broadmeadows
2
All cleaners were employed for 38 hours per week and all materials, equipment and any specialised cleaning was
provided by the department.
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(b)
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Three cleaning contracts have been let to substantial cleaning firms with the skills and financial resources to
tender on large cleaning works. Therefore no previously employed cleaners have been provided with jobs as
contractors.
It is not known how many previously employed cleaners have obtained employment with the contractors. This,
and the employment conditions, have been regarded as a matter for the companies after they fulfilled their
obligation to interview those who requested consideration for employment.
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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
COMMUNITY TRACKING STUDY
(Question No. 16)
Hon. B. T. PULL EN asked the Minister for Conservation and Environment, for the Premier:
Since 3 October 1992, has any department, Ministry or agency that reports to the Premier commissioned or carried out a
market survey, opinion poll or public attitudes survey; if so - (i) when; (ii) who carried it out; (iii) what matters were
surveyed; (iv) what was the cost; and (v) when will the report be made public?

Hon. M. A. BIRRELL (Minister for Conservation and Environment) - The answer supplied by the Premier
is:
In conjunction with the State Tender Board, tenders were called for a three-year tracking study and a tender let to

AMR:Quantum. The program is referred to as the Victorian Attitudes Monitoring Study.
The VAMS tracks attitudes and values of Victorians to enable government to better match services to the changing
needs of the community. As the study has only recently begun reports have not yet been received.
The cost of VAMS during the three-year period is equivalent to the expenditure by the former government on the
Public Attitudes Monitoring Program in the 12 to 15 months prior to 3 October 1992.

TRAM SERVICE FREQUENCIES
(Question No. 20)
Hon. B. T. PULLEN asked the Minister for Roads and Ports, for the Minister for Public Transport:
(a)
(b)

(c)
(d)

What were the frequency and extent of tram services in Nicholson, Lygon, Brunswick and Smith Streets and
Sydney Road in October 1992?
What was the frequency and extent of that service for the same routes in March 1993?
What reduction in service has occurred during the period between October 1992 and March 1993?
In respect of the municipalities of Melbourne, Fitzroy, Collingwood, Richmond and Brunswick, what
changes/reductions have occurred in bus services during the period between October 1992 and March 1993?

Hon. W. R. BAXTER (Minister for Roads and Ports) - The answer supplied by the Minister for Public
Transport is:
(a)

The frequency and extent of tram services in October 1992 on the following routes were:

Nicholson Street
Lygon Street
Brunswick Street
Smith Street
Sydney Road

Peak Services"

Off Peak Services

8 minutes
3.5 minutes
4 minutes
3 minutes
3 minutes

12 minutes
6 minutes
8 minutes
6 minutes
5 minutes
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(b)

.. Peak services operate between 7.30 a.m. - 9.30 a.m. and 4.00 p.m. - 6.30 p.m.
The frequency and extent of tram services in March, 1993 on the following routes were:

Nicholson Street
Lygon Street
Brunswick Street
Smith Street
Sydney Road

(c)

(d)

1509

Peak Services"

Off Peak Services

8 minutes
4 minutes
5 minutes
4 minutes
5 minutes

12 minutes
6 minutes

8 minutes
6 minutes
6 minutes

.. Peak services operate between 7.30 a.m. - 9.30 a.m. and 4.00 p.m. - 6.30 p.m.
The introduction of B-class light rail vehicles in Nicholson, Lygon, Brunswick and Smith streets and Sydney Road
has increased the seating capacity and provided greater comfort for passengers travelling on the services.
Accordingly, the introduction of these services has enabled the Public Transport Corporation (PTC) to reduce
the number of services by 42 trips (16 in the morning peak period and 26 in the evening peak period) and
continue to maintain a quality service for customers.
There has been an overall increase in the number of bus service trips operated per day by the PTC during peak
periods on routes through the municipalities of Melbourne, Fitzroy, Collingwood, Richmond and Brunswick.
Off peak services have remained unchanged.
In March 1993, the PTC provided 138 bus service trips during the peak periods through the above-mentioned
municipalities compared with only 131 in October 1992. This is an increase of 7 services to that which was
provided in October 1992.
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QUESTION ON NOTICE
ROAD ACCIDENTS
(Question No. 14)
Hon. B. T. PULLEN asked the Minister for Roads and Ports:
For each of the municipalities of Fitzroy, Melbourne, Collingwood, Richmond, Brunswick, Coburg and Northcote:
(a) What is the number of deaths or serious injuries that have resulted from road accidents in each month since
January 1991 to date?
(b)
What arterial roads have experienced the greatest accident rate over the past five years to date?

Hon. W. R. BAXTER (Minister for Roads and Ports) - The answer is:
(a)

See attached AppendiX (a).
Arterial roads are ranked in terms of casualty accidents per kilometre per year based on almost five years data.
No adjustments were made for traffic volumes.
By municipality the individual worst arterial lengths are:
(b)

Municipality

Worst arterial lengths (in terms of casualty accident rate per kilometre per year)

Collingwood

Hoddle Street b/w Victoria Parade and Johnston Street
Victoria Parade b/w Smith Street and Wellington Street
Hoddle Street b / w Victoria Parade and Bridge Road
Punt Road b/w Swan Street and SE Arterial
Bridge Road b/w Church Street and Bumley Street

Richmond

Fitzroy

Brunswick Street b/w Alexandra Parade and Gertrude Street (2 lengths)
Victoria Parade b/w Lansdowne Street and Smith Street
Queens Parade b/w Smith Street and Heidelberg Road

Northcote

High Street b/w Plenty Road/Dundas Street and Darebin Road
High Street b/w Separation Street and Queens Parade

Brunswick

Sydney Road b/w Moreland Road and Blyth Street
Sydney Road b/w Dawson Street/Glenlyon Road and Brunswick Road
Lygon Street b/w Brunswick Road and Glenlyon Road

Coburg

Sydney road b /w Boundary Road and Moreland Road
Bell Street b/w Turner Street/Melville Road and Sydney Road

Melbourne City

Most of Royal Parade, Flemington Road, St Kilda Road
Part of Victoria Parade, Hoddle Street/Punt Road, Racecourse Road, Kings Way, Elizabeth
Street, Swanston Street, Grattan Street.
The Central Business District (CBD) proper has been excluded for arterial analysis. Note also
that Swanston Street Walk has not been factored into the analysis and this may affect the
northern Swanston Street accident rate as well as the St Kilda Road rate.
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MELBOURNE
YEA RI
MONTH

FATAL

1991
JAN.
FEB.
MAR.
APR.
MAY
JUNE
JULY
AUG.
SEP.
OCT.
NOV.
DEC.

I

TOTAL
1992
JAN.
FEB.
MAR.
APR.
MAY
JUNE
JULY
AUG.
SEP.
OCT.
NOV.
DEC.

TOTAL

32
17
33
25
18
23
29
29
23
28
16
18

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
3
1
0
0
0
4

I
I

I

11

291

1
0
1
2
0
0
1
1
1
2
0
1

29
27
24
26
34
16
25
19
20
41
25
25

I
I

I
I
I

I
I
I

i
I

I
i
I

TOTAL
1993
JAN.
FEB.
MAR.
APR.

0
0
2

1

I
I

RICHMOND

SERIOUS FATAL SERIOUS FATAL SERIOUS
CASUALTY
CASUALTY
CASUALTY

2
0
1
0
1
2
0
2

I
I

NORTHCOTE

I

1
7
9
3
4
5
2
4
3
4
4

I
I
I

8

I

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
1
0

54

I

1

I
I

I
I
I

10

I

I
I

I
I
i

I
I

0
0
0
0
1
0
0
0
1
0
0
1

I

I
I
I
I

8

I

6
2
6
2
5
5
7
4

I

311

3

I

55

n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a

0
2
0
0

I

n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a

n/a

2

I
I

!
I
I

I
I
I

I

I
i

I

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

0

I
0
0
1
1

2

I
I

n/a

I
I

I
I

1

I
I

4
1
6
5
2
1
2
35

I

I
3
3
4

2
5
1
5

I

1
I
I

I
I
I

I

I

!
I

I
I

2
1
1
5
3
3
3
0
4
1
5
2
30

0
0
0
0

I

n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a

0

I

n/a

I

i

I
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QUESTION ON NOTICE
BULLETIN OF REDEPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
(Question No. 24)
Hon. J. M. BRUMBY asked the Minister for Local Government, for the Treasurer:
In relation to the Workforce Management Unit:

(a)
(b)
(c)

What is the annual cost of producing and distributing the Bulletin of Redeployment Opportunities?
To whom is the bulletin distributed?
Why is the bulletin distributed to individuals who have taken voluntary departure packages when they are
precluded from re-entering State employment for three years?

Hon. R. M. HALLAM (Minister for Local Government) - The answer supplied by the Treasurer is:
(a)

(b)

(c)

The cost varies depending on the number of surplus staff being actively redeployed (and thus the number of
copies printed) and the number of vacancies (and thus the size of the publication). Over the last three months
the average cost for production and distribution has been $2185 for approximately 1350 copies per fortnightly
edition, i.e. a total of approximately $57000 per annum.
The bulletin is posted to all surplus staff who are being actively redeployed through the Workforce Management
Unit. In addition, copies are provided to personnel staff in each department and to the unit's own staff.
It is not intended that the bulletin be sent to persons who are no longer redeployees, such as staff who have taken
a separation package. Delays by departments in advising the Workforce Management Unit of the changed
status of redeployees may result in a lag in updating the mailing list, however this should not exceed one
month. Former employees who have taken a separation package are also welcome to advise the unit directly,
so that the mailing list can be updated promptly. A reminder to this effect has now been included in the
Bulletin.
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QUESTION ON NOTICE
SECURITY -HOUSING ESTATES
(Question No. 27)
Hon. T. C. THEOPHANOUS - asked the Minister for Housing:
What is the reduction in person hours for security for each of the Ministry's housing estates?

Hon. R. I. KNOWLES (Minister for Housing) - The answer is:
The introduction of new security services has not led to a reduction in person hours for estates other than tlult in
Richmond. All other estates maintained the same number of hours for security services as shown in the following table:
Hours per week
Old Contract
New Contract
Collingwood
Carlton Estate
Elgin Square
Richmond
North Melbourne
Fitzroy
Flemington
Prahran
Kensington
Dorcas Street
Park Towers
Port/South Melbourne

280
280
168
392
280
280
280

280
280
168
280
280
280
280

224

224

280
112
168
N/A

280
112
168
112

The reduction on the Richmond estate has resulted in a saving of $55 000 in the 1992-93 financial year and any impact
on security issues will be monitored.
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QUESTION ON NOTICE
CONTRACTS/CONSULTANTS - LOCAL GOVERNMENT, WORKCOVER AND
REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT
(Question No. 7)
Hon. B. T. PULLEN asked the Minister for Local Government:
(a)
(b)

How many people are employed on a contract basis in each of his Ministry, department or agencies and what is
the nature of those contracts?
How many people have been employed to undertake consulting work since 3 October 1992 and what is the
nature and value of those consultancies?

Hon. R. M. HALLAM (Minister for Regional Development) - The answer is:
(a)

Office of Local Government
Nil

Victorian WorkCover Authority (as at 30 April 1993)

No.

Nature of Contract

Est. Annualised Cost

1
1
1
1

Policy legislative advice and interpretation
Research and Data Analysis
Management Operations Support
Business Analysis
Analysis/Programming
Prosecution Solicitor
Marketing and Information Services
WRS Privatisation

$ SO 000
$ 33000
$130000
$106000
$ 99000
$ 46000
$ SOOOO
$ SO 000

1
1
1
1

Computer and Network Services

2
2
2
4

Data Base Administration
Systems Programming
Administrative Systems
VAXSystems

Application Development and Support
4
Quality Assurance - Standards
2
Claims/Investigations Projection
6
ACCtion Support/Maintenance
6
Levy - Premium Project 1
7
Levy - Premium Project 2
1
Levy - Premium Project 3

$208000
$208000
$208000
$348000

$264000
$208000
$460000
$S28000
$S64 000
$104000
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Note: Due to the current program of system changes arising from the legislative reforms, a number of short-term
contract staff have been engaged, which are reflected in the above numbers.
Office of Regional Development
No.

Nature of Contract

Value

6

Rural Enterprise Victoria
Scheme

$395 S65
per annum

WorkCover Ministry
Nil
(b)

The nature and value of consultancies let since 3 October 1992 is set out in the following table. The list includes
engagements for the provision of professional services, it does not include the hiring of casual contract or
temporary staff to work under direction or supervision in a department or agency. The actual number of
persons undertaking each consultancy is not readily available. "Value" is defined as the total amount of the
consultancy, if completed the full amount paid, if not completed, the expected full amount to be paid.
Office of Local Government
Nature of Consultancy

Value

Review of Municipal Structure in the Geelong Region

$84 000

Victorian WorkCover AuthOrity
Nature of Consultancy

Value

Make-up pay
Magnetic Resonance Imaging
Costing of WorkCover
Review of Chiropractic article
Client Survey
Liability of WorkCare at 30 /11/92(1)
Liability of WorkCare at 30/11/92(2)
Liability of WorkCare at 1/12/92(1)
Liability of WorkCare at 1/12/92(2)
Advice on Premium Rates for 1993/94(1)
Advice on Premium Rates for 1993/94(2)
Actuarial Valuation at 31/12/92(1)
Actuarial Valuation at 31/12/92(2)
Designing/implementing case estimation model
Audit of WAB /Medical Panels
Best Practice examination and advice
Valuation of WRS
Investment Research and Advice
Licensing of Insurers
Audit of VWA Accounts
Audit/Review of WCS
Review of data requirements
Audit of ACT /VARC

$ 11600
$ 5000
$ 35820
$

872

$ 8500
$ 30 000
$ 15000
$ 10000
$ 10000
$ 20000
$ 10000
$160000
$115000
$ 10000
$ 8520
$ 61200
$ 20000
$117000
$117500
$ 27253
$ 5236
$ 33250

$ 24735
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Office of Regional Development
Nature of Consultancy

Value

Geelong Regional Commission
Heritage Advice
Curatorial Assistance for Special Museum Exhibition
Establishment of Permit Register for Development Properties
Detailed Assessment of Building for Education Purposes
Identification of Regional Comparative Advantage in Salary Rates
Project Promotion Document
Heritage Advice
Heritage Advice (GRC contribution to consultant engaged by
City of Geelong)
Northern Area Land Use Strategy - Servicing Options Study
(GRC contribution to consultant engaged by
Geelong &: District Water Board)
Northern Area land Use Strategy - Buffer Area Study

$

50

$ 1200
$ 2000
$ 1000
$ 2400
$ 2860
$ 500
$ 1000
$10000
$ 8500

Latrobe Regional Commission
Evaluation of Traralgon Meat Works
Information Technology Marketing
Food Processing
Morwell Enterprise Centre
Retirement Accommodation; Bicycle Paths; Student Housing
Backpacker /Youth Hostel Accommodation
Recreational Access for Financially Disadvantaged People;
Regional Botanic Gardens
Engineering Evaluation

$14000
$ 7300
$ 5500
$ 2500
$ 3045
$ 1462
$ 2200
$ 3300

WorkCover Ministry
WorkCover Legislation

$8000
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Thursday, 27 May 1993

QUESTION ON NOTICE
HUNTING SEASON STATISTICS
(Question No. 25)
Hon. B. T. PULLEN asked the Minister for Conservation and Environment:
In respect of the duck hunting seasons of 1991,1992 and 1993:
(a)
What were the number and species of protected or non-game birds that were shot?
(b)
How many persons were charged with offences relating to illegal shooting or other activities related to the duck
season opening and what were the alleged offences?

Hon. M. A. BIRRELL (Minister for Conservation and Environment) - The answer is:
The 1993 duck season has seen an increase in the number of non-game species that were shot. While this is to be
deplored, it should be noted that Victoria's waterbird population was unusually high this year due to the longer
breeding season associated with unseasonal heavy rains during summer. Further, more dead non-game species were
identified through the deployment of additional field staff by the Department of Conservation and Natural Resources
for the purposes of rescuing wounded birds and collecting dead birds. The department's field presence at Victoria's
main wetlands, including Lake Buloke, was boosted by approximately 20 per cent on last year's figures.
(a)

Taxa

Freckled duck
Eurasian Coot
Blue-billed duck
Black swan
Grebe species
Black-tailed native hen
Cormorant species
Musk duck
Ibis species
Wader species
Ducklings (miscellaneous species)
Other waterbird species
Non-waterbird species

Number of non-game species shot

1991

1992

1993

126
246
22

27
96
27
98
27
2
6

286

48
65

1
8
7
8
9
14

9

2
16
10
25

277
91
43
38

43
45
20
9
12
37
24
61
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(b)

Type of offence

Take protected wildlife
Hunt at night
Exceed daily bag limit
No game licence
Hunt from boat with motor running on an open water
Hunt from a boat exceeding 5 knots on a waterway
Failure to keep the head or wing on bagged ducks
No Shooter's Ucence
Matters related to human safety (handled by police)

Thursday. 27 May 1993

Number detected
9
6

18
40
16

6
8
10

40 approx.
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BILLS
Accident Compensation (WorkCover Insurance)
Bill- Received from Assembly and first reading,
775; second reading, 864, 1288; Committee, 1428,
1438; remaining stages, 1466.
Appropriation (1992-93) Bill - Received from
Assembly and first reading, flJ7; second reading,
704; concurrent debate, 706, 1466; Committee, 1477;
remaining stages, 1478.
Appropriation (Parliament 1992-93) Bill - Received
from Assembly and first reading, flJ7; second
reading, 625; concurrent debate, 707, 1479;
remaining stages, 1484.

first reading, fIJ8; second reading, 626, 769; third
reading, 770.
Casino Control (Amendment) Bill - Received from
Assembly and first reading, 607; second reading,
619,968; second reading agreed to by absolute
majority and third reading, 972; third reading
agreed to by absolute majority, 974.
Children and Young Persons (Further Amendment)
Bill- Introduction and first reading, 198; second
reading, 199, 278; third reading, 291.

Audit (Tender Board) Bill - Received from Assembly
and first reading, fIJ8; second reading, 627, 739;
remaining stages, 740.

City of Greater Geelong Bill - Received from
Assembly and first reading, 453; second reading,
557, 627; second reading agreed to by absolute
majority, 660; Committee, 661; third reading agreed
to by absolute majority, 676.

Barley Marketing Bill - Received from Assembly and
first reading, 197; second reading, 248, 402;
Committee, 414; remaining stages, 417.

Club Keno Bill - Received from Assembly and first
reading, 1083; second reading, 1147, 1356; third
reading, 1358.

Board of Studies Bill - Received from Assembly and
first reading, flJ7; second reading, 707, 776, 806;
Committee, 820; third reading, 835.

Commercial Arbitration (Amendment) Bill Introduction and first reading, 143; second reading,
188,252; second reading agreed to by absolute
majority, 253; Committee, 335; third reading agreed
to by absolute majority, 337.

Business Franchise (Petroleum Products)
(Amendment) Bill - Received from Assembly and
first reading, 775; second reading, 863, 1260;
remaining stages, 1288.
Caravan Parks and Movable Dwellings
(Amendment) Bill- Received from Assembly and

Corrections (Management) Bill - Received from
Assembly and first reading, 387; second reading,
401,561; third reading, 573.

(2)

INDEX

Crimes (Criminal Trials) Bill - Received from
Assembly and first reading, 986; second reading,
1011, 1339; third reading, 1342.
Crimes (HIV) Bill-Introduction and first reading, 75;
second reading, 135, 417; remaining stages, 432.
Crown Land Acts (Amendment) Bill - Received from
Assembly and first reading, 947; second reading,
1008, 1334; third reading, 1336.
Debits Tax (Amendment) Bill- Received from
Assembly and first reading, 387; second reading,
400, 489; remaining stages, 492.
Doddands Authority (Amendment) Bill - Received
from Assembly and first reading, 661; second
reading, 720, 859; remaining stages, 860.
Education Acts (Teachers) Bill - Received from
Assembly and first reading, 901; second reading,
920, 1197, 1205, 1221; second reading agreed to by
absolute majority and Committee, 1226; third
reading agreed to by absolute majority, 1236.
Egg Industry (Deregulation) Bill - Received from
Assembly and first reading, 677; second reading,
723, 1236; third reading, 1242.
Emergency Services Superannuation (Special
Payments) Bill - Received from Assembly and first
reading, 1147; second reading, 1178, 1424; remaining
stages, 1425.
Estate Agents (Amendment) Bill - Introduction and
first reading, 327; second reading, 327, 868;
Committee, 868; remaining stages, 869.
Ethnic Affairs Commission Bill - Received from
Assembly and first reading, 607; second reading,
709,869,893; third reading, 893.
Evidence (Unsworn Evidence) Bill - Second reading,
24; Committee, 61; remaining stages, 62.
Financial Institutions Duty (Amendment) BillReceived from Assembly and first reading, 387;
second reading, 402, 500; third reading, 501.
Forests (S.E.A.S. Sapfor Lld Agreement) Bill Received from Assembly and first reading, 661;
second reading, 719, 857; third reading, 858.
Freedom of Information (Amendment) Bill Received from Assembly and first reading, 1079;
second reading, 1148, 1358; Committee, 1386;
remaining stages, 1400.
Funerals (Pre-Paid Money) Bill - Introduction and
first reading, 328; second reading, 328, 432;
Committee, 437; remaining stages, 440. Assembly'S
amendments agreed to, 907.
Gaming Machine Control (Amendment) Bill Received from Assembly and first reading, 607;
second reading, 618, 835; Committee, 849; remaining
stages, 854.
Health and Community Services (General
Amendment) Bill-Introduction and first reading,
400; second reading, 481, 725; second reading agreed

to by absolute majority and Committee, 734; third
reading agreed to by absolute majority, 736.
Institute of Educational Administration (Repeal)
Bill - Received from Assembly and first reading,
608; second reading, 718,1242,1251; second and
third readings agreed to by absolute majority, 1260.
Interpretation of Legislation (Amendment) BillReceived from Assembly and first reading, 232;
second reading, 247.
Land (Amendment) Bill - Received from Assembly
and first reading, 602; second reading, 619, 901; third
reading, 903.
Land (Crown Grants and Reserves) Bill - Received
from Assembly and first reading, 232; second
reading, 233, 343; second reading agreed to by
absolute majority and Committee, 346; third reading
agreed to by absolute majority, 348.
Land (Miscellaneous Matters) Bill - Received from
Assembly and first reading, 661; second reading,
721,903; second and third readings agreed to by
absolute majority, 907.
Land Tax (Amendment) Bill - Received from
Assembly and first reading, 393; second reading,
484,736; third reading, 738.
Legal Profession Practice (Guarantee Fund) Bill Introduction and first reading, 399; second reading,
479,894; Committee, 898; remaining stages, 901.
Local Government (General Amendment) Bill Received from Assembly and first reading, 907;
second reading, 922, 1084, 1114; second reading
agreed to by absolute majority, 1135; Committee,
1136; third reading agreed to by absolute majority,
1146.
Marine (Amendment) Bill- Introduction and first
reading, 197; second reading, 197,337; second and
third readings agreed to by absolute majority, 343.
Meat Industry Bill - Received from Assembly and
first reading, 545; second reading, 602, 740; third
reading, 754.
Murray-Darling Basin Bill - Received from
Assembly and first reading, 545; second reading,
560, 854; second and third readings agreed to by
absolute majority, 857.
Mutual Recognition (Victoria) Bill- Received from
Assembly and first reading, 99; second reading, 136,
149; third reading, 157.
Parliamentary Salaries and Superannuation (Basic
Salary) Bill - Received from Assembly and first
reading, 99; second reading, 138, 157, 176; remaining
stages, 188.
Pay-roll Tax (Amendment) Bill - Received from
Assembly and first reading, 393; second reading,
483, 525; third reading, 526.
Police Regulation (Discipline) Bill- Received from
Assembly and first reading, 607; second reading,
717,926,974; second reading agreed to by absolute
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majority and Committee, 982,1053; third reading
agreed to by absolute majority, 1079.
Racing (Amendment) Bill - Received from Assembly
and first reading, 1147; second reading, 1179, 1415;
third reading, 1422.
Residential Tenancies (Water and Utilities Charges)
Bill- Introduction and first reading, 325; second
reading, 325, 440; Committee, 448, 492; remaining
stages, 500.
Sentencing (Amendment) Bill - Received from
Assembly and first reading, 835; second reading,
909,1150,1181; third reading, 1195.
Sheep Ownen Protection (Repeal) Bill Introduction and first reading, 60; second reading,
60,91; third reading, 92.
Shop Trading (Further Amendment) (Amendment)
Bill - Received from Assembly and first reading,
197; second reading, 233, 253; Committee, 273;
remaining stages, 278.
Stamps (Amendment) Bill- Received from Assembly
and first reading, 607; second reading, 622, 754; third
reading, 755.
State Deficit Levy (Amendment) Bill - Received
from Assembly and first reading, 555; second
reading, 617,1015,1028; third reading, 1053.
Subdivision (Amendment) Bill - Received from
Assembly and first reading, 986; second reading,
1014, 1336; third reading, 1339.
Superannuation (Compliance) BlII - Received from
Assembly and first reading, 1147; second reading,
1177, 1408; second and third readings agreed to by
absolute majority, 1415.
Supply (1993-94, No. 1) BlII - Received from
Assembly and first reading, 607; second reading,
706; concurrent debate, 706, 1466; remaining stages,
1477.
Supply (Parliament 1993-94, No. 1) Bill- Received
from Assembly and first reading, 607; second
reading, 706; concurrent debate, 707, 1479;
remaining stages, 1484.
Tattenall Consultations (Reporting) Bill- Received
from Assembly and first reading, 1147; second
reading, 1180, 1405; third reading, 1408.
Tertiary Education Bill- Received from Assembly
and first reading, 607; second reading, 623, 756;
Committee, 767; remaining stages, 769.
Treasury Corporation of Victoria (Debt
Centralisation) Bill - Received from Assembly and
first reading, 417; second reading, 478,738; third
reading, 739.
Victoria Racing Club (Amendment) BlII, The Received from Assembly and first reading, 1147;
second reading, 1181, 1422; declared private, 1422;
remaining stages, 1424.

(3)

Victorian Plantations Corporation Bill - Received
from Assembly and first reading, 968; second
reading, 1009, 1347; second reading agreed to by
absolute majority and third reading, 1354; third
reading agreed to by absolute majority, 1356.
Vocational Education and Training (College
Employment) Bill- Received from Assembly and
first reading, 240; second reading, 250, 573, 586;
Committee, 5%; remaining stages, 602.

(4)

INDEX

SUBJECTS
(lIq" refers

to question without notice)

A
Abattoir and Meat Inspection Authority - Report, 16.

Bills - Correction of titles, 15. Adjournment, 15. City
of Greater Geelong Bill, q 201, q 202, q 203, q 204,
q 205, 235, 236.

Aboriginal Affairs - Living museum of AbOriginal
culture, q 1248.

BLF Custodian - Reports: Nos 21 and 22, 16.

Accident Compensation Commission - Report, 17.
(See also "WorkCover'')

Budget - Papers for 1992-93, 197. Treasurer's
statement, 348, SOl, 515, 526, 1466.

Address-in-Reply - Presentation, 9.

Bridgford, Late Hon. Charles, 7.

Business of the House (See ''Parliament'')

Advertising - Transport Accident Commission, q 12.

c

Aged Care-

General- Extended-care regulations, 235, 237.
Palliative care, q 396, q 585. Funding, q 487.
Concessions, q 613. Personal alann call system,
q893.

Nursing Homes - Funding for public, q 14. Staffing,
q 71. Standard of care, q 145.
Agenda 21 - Employment prospects, q 1109, q 1110.
Agriculture - Mouse plague, q 1343. (See also "Food
Processing Industry" and "Fruit and Vegetable
Industry'')
Animals - Duck hunting season, q 13, q 581. Fox
control, q 803. (See also "Conservation and
Environment'')
Arts, The - Victoria State Opera, q 13, q 70, q 71, 771,
772,860,861, 1485. Museum of Victoria, q 132, q 134,
q 611, q 804, q 916, q 1024, q 1345, q 1433. Director of
State Library of Victoria, q 1112. Regional programs,
1174. Grants, q 1203. Establishment of museum in
Geelong, q 1205.
Attorney-General - Funding for dispute resolution
centres, 860.
Auditor-General- Reports: salinity, 17; National
Tennis Centre Trust and Zoological Board of
Victoria, 149; visiting medical officers, 555;
Ministerial portfolios, 679; timber industry strategy,
920; infonnation technology in public sector, 991.
Open-cut production in Latrobe Valley, 1084.
Austin, Hon. T. L. - Appointments, 94, 97.
Australian Labor Party - Federal election victory, 55,
60.

Casinos (See "Gaming'')
Chairman of Committees, Temporary Appointment of Hon. R.S. Ives, 74.
Commonwealth-State Relations - Funding for public
nursing homes, q 14. Road funding, q 487.
Implementation of housing agreement, q 1027.
Community Services -

Disability Services - Fonner Caloola Training
Centre,4O.
General- Home and community care program,
q 244, q 806. Children and family services, 1400,
1402.

Conservation and Environment - Duck hunting
season, q 13, q 581. Oil pollution at Discovery Bay,
37,41. La Trobe University Crown land, q SO, q 397.
Port Phillip Bay: pollution, q 70; impact of ferry
service, 139, 140; channel markers, q 486. Coastal
erosion at Henty Bay, Portland, q 131. Ragwort
control, q 133. Point Gellibrand land, 139. Victorian
LandCare Committee, q 143. Land Conservation
Council, q 243. Recycling and Resource Recovery
Council, q 330. Land protection laws, q 585.
National Parks Service, q 710. Fox control, q 803.
Crown land management, q 890. Gippsland Lakes,
q 917. Clay soil dumping at Koonung Creek, q 1025.
Mouse plague, q 1343. Unleaded petrol, q 1437.
Conservation and Natural Resources, Department
of - Regional offices, q 240, q 610. Voluntary
departure packages, q 485. Funding and staff cuts,
547, 548, 605.
Convenor of Medical Panels - Report, 17.
Coode Island - Leases, q 49. Chemical storage
facilities, q SO.

B

o
Baker and McKenzie - Preparation of WorkCover
legislation, 192, 195, q 205.

Berlin Express -Grounding in Port PhiIlip Bay, q 610.

Deaths - Hon. Sir Murray Porter, 1. Hon. Sir George
Reid, QC,3. Hon. Charles Bridgford, 7. Hon. Joseph
Smith, 239.
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Deputy Ombudsman (Police Complaints) - Report
on alleged suppression of police investigations,
police intelligence and related matters, 555.
Development (See "Planning and Development,
Department of" and "Regional Development")
Dispute Resolution Centres - Funding, 860.
Division Lists - Correction, 1055.
Divisions Accident Compensation (WorkCover Insurance) Bill,
1312, 1448, 1455, 1463, 1465.
Barley Marketing Bill, 417.
Board of Studies Bill, 825, 828, 835.
Breach of privilege, 967.
Business Franchise (Petroleum Products)
(Amendment) Bill, 1288.
City of Greater Geelong Bill, 667, 674.
Corrections (Management) Bill, 573.
Crimes (HIV) Bill, 431, 432.
Education Acts (Teachers) Bill, 1225, 1228, 1231, 1233.
Ethnic Affairs Commission Bill, 893.
Evidence (Unsworn Evidence) Bill, 36.
Freedom of Information (Amendment) Bill, 1386,
1393, 1396, 1400.
Funerals (Pre-Paid Money) Bill, 437.
Gaming Machine Control (Amendment) Bill, 849.
Government Departments and Instrumentalities Tendering for public relations contracts, 1334.
Health and Community Services (General
Amendment) Bill, 735.
Institute of Educational Administration (Repeal) Bill,
1259.
Land (Crown Grants and Reserves) Bill, 348.
Legal Profession Practice (Guarantee Fund) Bill, 898,
900.
Local Government (General Amendment) Bill, 1145.
Members - Qualification of Hon. K. M. Smith, 90.
Parliamentary Salaries and Superannuation (Basic
Salary) Bill, 188.
Police Regulation (Discipline) Bill, 981, 1055, 1071,
1074,1078.
Privatisation of Transport Accident Commission, 232.
Residential Tenancies (Water and Utilities Charges)
BiII,498.
Sentencing (Amendment) Bill, 1195.
Shop Trading (Further Amendment) Bill, 277.
Tertiary Education Bill, 766, 769.
Vocational Education and Training (College
Employment) Bill, 596.
WorkCover Authority - Transfer of funds from
former Accident Compensation Tribunal, 130.
OS & C Developments Pty Lld -Completion of
abandoned projects, q 713.

E
Economic Development Committee - Appointment
of member, 335. Report on Victorian building and
construction industry, 1083.
Economy, The -Contribution of universities, q 144.
Victoria's finances, 348, SOl, 515, 526, 1466.
Educatlon-

General - School cleaners, 57, 454. Mobile area
resource centre vans, 388, 389. Untrained teachers
in special developmental schools, 677. School
buses, q 713, q 919. Fire refuges in Dandenong
Ranges schools, 1080. Maintenance allowance,
1173,1174.
School Education - Carrum Downs Primary School
crossing, 38, 41. In Doutta Galla Province, 56.
Specialist teaching for deaf children, 65. Box
Forest Secondary College, 93, 95. Visiting teacher
service, 140, 141. Industrial action at St Albans
North Primary School, 1313. Closure of country
schools, q 1435.
Tertiary Education and Training - Private training
providers, q 13. Use of former Caloola Training
Centre by: Victoria University of Technology, 40;
Broadmeadows College of T AFE, 40. La Trobe
University Crown land, q SO, q 397. Industry
training boards, q 52. T AFE: college places, q 74;
college-based employment, q 331; funding, 388,
389; Frankston college, 583; alternative to
universities, q 888; banking course, q 1434. In
Goulburn Valley, q 132. Economic contribution of
universities, q 144. Options, q 246. Export, q 398,
q 485. Appointment to council of University of
Melbourne, 453. Monash University Frankston
campus, 546, 549, q 918. Use of former wool store
by Deakin University, q 608. In Cranbourne, q 804.
Black spots, 988. Food processing industry, q 1248.
University research and development parks,
q 1347.
Education Research Precinct - Establishment at
Docklands, q 1246.
Electoral - Doutta Galla Province by-election, 55.
Pre-poll voting, 547, 549. Temporary electorate office
staff, 861, 862.
Employment (See "Industry and Employment'')
Energy (See ''Energy and Minerals, Department of",
"Gas and Fuel Corporation" and "State Electricity
Commission'')
Energy and Minerals, Department of Responsibility for planning matters affecting mining
industry, q 396.
Environment (See "Conservation and Environment"
and "Environment Protection Authority'')
Environment Protection Authority - Staff cuts, q 394.
Register of contaminated sites, q 805.
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F

Fair Trading - Labelling of reconstituted orange juice,
546. Financial Counselling and Consumer
Information Service, 1080.
Fire Services - Refuges in Dandenong Ranges
schools,10BO.
Fitzroy Football Club -Gaming licence, 771, 772.
Food Processing Industry - Training, q 1248.
Freedom of Information -Charges for requests, q 329.

management, q 1345; for disabled, 1400, 1403.
Priority loans scheme, 39, 42, q 53. State deficit levy,
q 52. Home opportunity loans scheme, 64, 67. Youth,
q 206. Deep subsidy program, q 333. Housing
Guarantee Fund Ltd, 387, 390. Home loan finance
schemes, q 395. Housing Services Division
construction group, q 489. OS &; C Developments
Pty Ltd projects, q 713. Plumbing works approval
charges, q 917. Commonwealth-State agreement,
q 1027. Technology, q 1111. Missing the Mark
report, 1400, 1403.
Housing Guarantee Fund Ltd - Restoration of house,
387,390.

Fruit and Vegetable Industry - Dumping of citrus,
139, 141. Labelling, 546.

G
Gaming - Central monitoring of TAB machines,
q 202. Melbourne casino: site, q 202; use of income,
q 608; commercial viability, q 710; bidding process,
q 1022, q 1343, q 1344. Licences for installation of
machines, 236. Temporary casino: site, q 484;
establishment, q 1112. Bendigo Tabaret, q 609.
Performance of industry, q 714. Licences: Fitzroy
Football Club, 771, 772; Vermont Football Club, 989,
990.

I
Industry and Employment Employment - Agenda 21, q 1109, q 1110.
Industrild Relldions -Government policies, 57, 59.
Publicity campaign, 604. Government
mishandling, 991.
Industry Services - Coode Island: leases, q 49;
chemical storage facilities, q SO. Storage of
hazardous materials in Williamstown, 191, 194.
Insurance - Local government scheme, q 52.

Gas and Fuel Corporation - Sale of heatane gas
division, q 918.
Geriatric Services (See" Aged Care'')
Government Departments and Instrumentalities Tendering for government-funded training courses,
q 13. Privatisation of Transport Accident
Commission, 207. Voluntary departure program,
293. Tendering for public relations contracts, 1315.

J
Jarrett, Mr Bill - Appointment as senior
Parliamentary attendant, 62.
Joint Printing Committee (See ''Printing Committee,
Joint'')
Joint Sittings of Parliament (See "Parliament'')

Government, The - Policies, 56, 57, 58. Infrastructure,
59.

H

K
KPMG Peat Marwidc - Report on Geelong, q 203,
q204.

HACC (See "Community Services'')
Handicapped Persons (See "Aged Care" and
"Community Services'')

L
Land (See "Conservation and Environment" and ''Land
Conservation Council',)

Health - Deregulation of optometry industry, 547.
(See also "Aged Care", "Community Services" and
"Health and Community Services, Department of',)

Land Conservation Council - Melbourne District
No. 2 study, q 243.

Health and Community Services, Department of Responsibility for palliative care, q 396.

Law Courts - Reports: Supreme Court judges, 75;
County Court judges, 75; Magistrates Court, 1083.
Judges' comments on rape cases, 912, 913.

Health Computing Services - Report, 616.
Health Services Commissioner - Report, 1315.

Law Reform Committee - Report on progress and
future direction, 453.

House Committee - Appointment of member, 74.

Liberal Party - Federal election defeat, 55, 60.

Housing - Public: rental increases, q 10,40,43, q 1437;
cleaning services, q 54; tenant support program, 193,
196; provision, 546, 5SO, 1174, 1175; asbestos, q 613,
677,678, q 806, 860, 861, q 891, q 918, q 919; waiting
lists, q 1202; fire safety in high-rise estates, q 1249;

Living Museum of Aboriginal Culture Establishment, q 1248.
Local Government Brighton - Refurbishment of baths kiosk,37, 41.
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Cambenodl - Mismanagement, q 1245. Report,
1250. Ministerial statement, 1250. Appointment of
administrator, q 1433.
Footscray - Quay West development, q 805.
Gedong - Proposed restructure, q 10, q 11, q 72,
q 132, q 205, q 243, q 244, 293, 296, q 334. City of
Greater Geelong: proposed legislation, q 201,
q 202, q 203, q 204, q 205, 235, q 916; comments in
Alert Digest No. 5, 771, 772; commissioners, q 888;
establishment, q 891. Regional commission staff,
q 245, q 331, 387, 390, q 1347, q 1434. Poll of
ratepayers, q 488.
General - State deficit levy: cost of collection, q 14;
application, 93, 96. Insurance scheme, q 52.
Pensioner rate rebates, q 69. Restructure, q 131,
q 143,399, 1314. Loy Yang B rate payments, q 609.
Reporting and Accounting Regulations 1992, 775.
Local roads funding working party, q 1027.
Elections, q 1113. Compulsory competitive
tendering, q 1346. Children and family services,
1400,1402.

Keilor - Comments of member for Tullamarine,

Ministerial Statements - By Hon. R. M. Hallam, 1250.
Municipalities (See "Local Government")
Museum of Victoria - Site, q 132, q 134, q 611, q 804,
q 916, q 1024, q 1345, q 1433.

N
National Parks (See "Parks'')
National Road Transport Commission - Report, 17.
Natural Resources (See "Conservation and Natural
Resources, Department of")
Nursing Homes (See "Aged Care'')

o
Obstetric and Paediatric Mortality and Morbidity,
Consultative Council on - Report, 616.

1401,1484, 1486.

Melbourne - Central business district council, q 332,
q 714.
Nunawading - Road widening, 1081.
Orbost - Road repairs, q 330.
Port Melbourne - Youth facilities, 388, 389.
Queenscliffe - Management, q 1026.
Williamstown - Storage of hazardous materials,

Old Treasury Building - Use, q 1109.
Ombudsman - Reports: investigation of complaint of
unjust dismissal, 616; for 1991-92, 991; Guns n' Roses
concert, 1405.
Overseas Projects Corporation of Victoria Ltd Report, 148.

191,194.

p
M

Major Projects - Report of Major Projects Unit, 16.
Museum of Victoria site, q 132, q 134, q 611, q 804,
q 916, q 1024, q 1345, q 1433. Melbourne casino,
q 202. Mont Park-Bundoora development, q 397.
Melbourne exhibition centre, q 1023. Old Treasury
Building, q 1109. Agenda 21 employment prospects,
q 1109, q 1110. Education research precinct, q 1246.
Establishment of living museum of Aboriginal
culture, q 1248.
Melbourne Exhibition Centre - Establishment,
q 1023.
Melbourne Water - Plumbing works approval
charges, q 917.
Members - Hon. W. A. Landeryou: resignation, 1;
appreciation of services, 55. Swearing in of Hon. J.
M. Brumby, 1. Retention of title "Honourable", 10.
Qualification of Hon. K. M. Smith, 45, 77. First
speech of Hon. J. M. Brumby, 55. Appointment of
Hon. R. S. Ives as Temporary Chairman of
Committees, 74. Appointments of former, 94, 97.
Conflict of interest of member for Eltham, 193.
Alleged racist remarks by Minister for Small
Business, 293, 295. Breach of privilege, 915, 947.
Service, 1082.
Mining Industry - Mineral exploration in Chiltern
Regional Park, q 130. Planning responsibilities,
q 396. (See also ''Energy and Minerals, Department
of',)

Parks - National Parks Service, q 710. Mineral
exploration in Chiltern Regional, q 130. Macedon
Regional, q 711.
Parliament -

Adjournment Debate - Guidelines, 294.
Business of the House - Days and hours of meeting,
15,614,1177. Sessional Orders, 124, 191,432,525,
661,679. Address by Minister for Finance, 189.
Standing Orders: answers to questions on notice,
555; petitions, 556; Joint Printing Committee, 557.
Tabling of reports, 775.
Committees - Appointment of members to: House
Committee, Privileges Committee, Scrutiny of
Acts and Regulations Committee, Standing Orders
Committee, 74; Economic Development
Committee, 335. Joint Printing Committee, 557.
General - Televising, 45. Reform, 60. Staff of
Legislative Council, 62. Appointment of
Temporary Chairman of Committees, 74.
Correction of division list, 450. Absence of: Usher
of the Black Rod, 608; Minister for Roads and
Ports, 801; Minister for Conservation and
Environment, 1177. Temporary electorate office
staff, 861, 862. Breach of privilege, 915, 947.
Joint Sittings - Senate vacancy, 393, 514, 551.
Victorian Institute of Marine Sciences, Swinburne
University of Technology, Victoria University of
Technology, Deakin University, La Trobe
University, Victorian Health Promotion
Foundation, 393, 514, 551.
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Questio ..s 0 .. Notice -Standing Orders, 555, 614.

R

Answers, 613, 614, 715.

Questio..s without Notice - Conduct of members,
887.
Peninsula Searoad Transport Pty Ltd - Port Phillip
Bay ferry service, 139, 140.
Petitions -State deficit levy, 16,297,450,451,863.
Country passenger train services, 99. Human
embryos, 148,246,297,399,615. Animal Ambulance
Service, 148. Authenticity of signatures, 148.
Manifold Heights Primary School, 197. Wallarano
Primary School, 297. Bannockburn Primary School,
399. Liberal members' pay rise, 453. Amendment to
Standing Order, 556. Mount Moriac Primary School,
1315.
Petrol Levy (See "Taxation'')

Recycling and Resource Recovery Council Establishment, q 330.
Regional Development - Grants, q 486, q 1203.
Government policies, q 712. Petrol levy, q 888.
Closure of country schools, q 1435.
Reid, Late Hon. Sir George, QC, 3.
Road Safety - Carrum Downs Primary School
crossing, 38, 41. During Easter, q 145. School buses,
q 713, q 919. Night curfew for novice drivers, q 918.
Black spot accident program, 1344. Retreaded tyres,
1400, 1402. Air bags, 1401, 1402.
Road Safety Committee - Report into motorcycle
safety, 1083.

Petroleum Products - Unleaded petrol, q 1437.

Road Transport - Tow truck regulations, q 399. Taxis,
q 1247.

Planning and Development, Department of Former Department of Planning and Housing head,
140. State deficit levy, q 890. Nunawading land, 1081.

Roads Corporation -

Porter, Late Hon. Sir Murray, 1.
Ports-

Berli.. Express -Grounding in Port Phillip Bay,
q 610.
Ge..eral - Reform of authorities, q 49, q 584. Use of
Port of Melbourne Authority dredges in Taiwan,
q 1434.
Melbourne - USS Truxtun, 38, 41, 63, 66. Coode
Island leases, q 49. Channel markers in Port Phillip
Bay, q 486. Authority, q 585. Ability to deal with
major oil spill, q 610.
Printing Committee, Joint - Joint Standing Order, 557.
Privileges Committee - Appointment of member, 74.
Public Transport -

Bus Services -School buses, q 713, q 919.
Corporatio .. - Abolition of free travel for Senior
Citizens Week, 57, q 74.
General - Industrial relations, 57.
Rail Services - Bunyip station, 677. Near collision at
St Arnaud, 1080. Emergency procedures, 1174,
1175. West Footscray railway station, 1400.

Corporatio .. - Kyneton office, 292, 295. Officers:
registration, q 1205; Middle East trip, 1402.
Ge ..eral - Changes to give-way rule at intersections,
q 73. Bicycle racks, 294. Impact of clay soil
dumping at Koonung Creek, q 1025.

Roads a..d Highways - Domain tunnel, q 11,293,
295, q 398, 450, 912, 913, q 1201, q 1248. Western
bypass, q 11, q 147,912,913, q 1201, q 1248.
Hallam-Berwick bypass, 94, 95. Road maintenance
technology, 191, 194. Monash Bridge, 192, 194.
Beach Road traffic management, q 204.
Road-building technology, q 242. In Shire of
Orbost, q 330. Funding, q 487, q 892, q 1201. Sturt
Highway, q 582. Goulburn Valley Highway, q 583.
Mahoneys Road project, q 584. Western Highway,
q 612. Petrol levy, 679. Damage caused by timber
industry, q 715. Ca Id er Highway, q 892. Widening
of Nunawading intersection, 1081. Agenda 21
projects, q 1110. Woodend bypass, q 1346, 1484,
1486.

s

Quay West Development, q 805.

Scrutiny of Acts and Regulations Committee Reports: Statutory Rules Series 1991, 16; first
cumulative, 75; subordinate legislation, 75;
commencement by proclamation, 246; Interpretation
of Legislation Act, 616; second cumulative, 1315.
Alert Digest: Nos 1 and 2, 16; No. 3,75; No. 4, 149;
No. 5, 246; No. 6,400; No. 7,616; No. 8, 776, 868;
No. 9, 1083; No. 10, 1315. Appointment of member,
74. City of Greater Geelong Bill, 771, 772.

Questions on Notice (See ''Parliament'')

Senate - Vacancy, 393, 514, 551.

Questionswithout Notice (See ''Parliament'')

Senior Citizens - Abolition of free travel for Senior
Citizens Week, 57, q 74. Seniors Card, q 147.

Quinn, Mr Clarrie - Appointment as Housekeeper,
62.

Smith, Late Hon. Joseph, 239.

Q

Sport, Recreation and Racing - State Swimming
Centre, q 134. Bicycle racks, 294. Boating safety
education and training, q 1026.
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Standing Orclen Committee - Appointment of
member, 74. Reports: answers to questions on
notice, petitions and Joint Printing Committee, 148.

Wildlife (See 11Animals" and "Conservation and
Environment'')
Women's Affain - Policies, 545, 548, 605.

State Deficit Levy (See ''Taxation'')
Wool Industry - Investment, q 488.
State Electricity Commission of Victoria Continuation, 602, 1425. Loy Yang B rate payments,
q609.
State Library of Victoria - Director, q 1112.
State Superannuation Board - Provision of benefit
summaries, 235, 236.
Superannuation - Address by Minister for Finance:
State superannuation schemes, 189. Provision of
benefit summaries by State Superannuation Board,
235,236. Public sector, 297.

T
TaxationPetrol Levy - Application, 679, q 1027. Impact on
rural businesses, q 888.
State Deficit Levy -Cost of collection, q 14.
Petitions, 16,297,450,451,863. Duration, q 51, 64,
66, q 242. Application, q 52, 93, 96, q 131, 192, 195.
Opposition, 56. Information pamphlets in
community languages, 66. Payment by
Department of Planning and Development, q 890.
Inability to pay, q 1108, q 1202, q 1249.

WorkCoverAuthority - Reports, 17, 75, 863. WorkCare reports:
Accident Compensation Commission, 17;
Convenor of Medical Panels, 17; Victorian
Rehabilitation Council, 17; WorkCare Appeals
Board, 17. Transfer of funds from former Accident
Compensation Tribunal, 99. Statement by chief
executive, q 146. Conciliation service, q 334, 546,
549,913,914,1313,1314. Media releases, q 802,
q 803. Voluntary departure packages, q 892.
Advertising campaign, 1401, q 1433.
Gmnlll- Rehabilitation system, 65, 67, q 241.
Financial performance, q 69. Conflict of interest of
conciliator, 94, 96. Preparation of legislation by
legal consultants, 192, 195, q 205. Information
pamphlets in community languages, 194, 196.
Certificate of incapacity, q 330. Notional earnings,
388, 390. Changes: in system, q 396; in attitude,
q 1250. Levies, 545, 549, q 712. Premiums, q 582.
Progress, q 802. Cover for temporary electorate
staff, 861, 862. Claims, 986, 987, 989, 990. Claims
agents, q 1111, q 1203. Privatisation, q 1112,
q 1113. Performance in public sector, q 1204. Sale
of WorkCare Compensation Services, q 1436.

y

Timber Industry - Impact on roads, q 715. Strategy,

q 1246.
Tourism - Facilities, q 147.
Transport Accident Commission - Advertising, q 12.
Privatisation, 207.
Truxhm, USS - Visit, 38, 41, 63, 66.

v
Vermont Football Club -Gaming licence, 989, 990.
VIe ROADS (See ''Roads Corporation'')
Victoria State Open - Funding arrangements, q 13,

q 70, q 71, 771, 772, 1485.
Victorian Accident Rehabllltation Council- Report,
17. (See also ''WorkCover'')
Victorian Commission of Audit - Report, 615.
Victorian LandCue Committee - Appointment of
chairman, q 143.
Viatel Ltd - Report, 75.

w
Water-Gippsland Lakes, q 917. (See also "Melbourne
Water'')

Youth Affairs - Housing, q 206. Facilities in Port
Melbourne, 388, 389.

INDEX
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MEMBERS

(/Iq" refers to question without notice)
Asher, Hon. Louise (Monash)
Appropriation (1992-93) Bill, 1478.
Budget - Treasurer's statement, 515.

Recycling and Resource Recovery Council Establishment, q 330.
Road Transport - Tow truck regulations, q 399. Taxis,
q 1247.

Children and Young Persons (Further Amendment)
BilI,290.
Conservation and Environment - Pollution in Port
Phillip Bay, q 70.

Atkinson, Hon. B. N. (Koonung)

Economy, The - Victoria's finances,515.

Budget - Treasurer's statement, 379.

Evidence (Unsworn Evidence) Bill, 27.

Business Franchise (Petroleum Products)
(Amendment) Bill, 1276.

Health and Community Services (General
Amendment) Bill, 727.

City of Greater Geelong Bill, 645.

Land (Miscellaneous Matters) Bill, 905.

Economy, The - Victoria's finances, 379.

Law Courts - Judges' comments on rape cases, 912.

Education - Export, q 398, q 485.

Local Government - Youth facilities in Port
Melbourne, 388.

Gaming - Central monitoring of TAB machines, q 202.
Licences for installation of machines, 236. Vermont
Football Club, 989.

Points of Order - Quoting from document, 107.
Extensive quoting, 1104.
Police Regulation (Discipline) Bill, 1071.
Ports - Use of Port of Melbourne Authority dredges in
Taiwan, q 1434.

Gaming Machine Control (Amendment) Bill, 846.
Government Departments and Instrumentalities Tendering for public relations contracts, 1325.

Roads Corporation - Domain tunnel, q 11, 293.
Western bypass, q 11.

Local Government - Establishment of City of Greater
Geelong, q 891. Road widening, 1081. Appointment
of administrator for Camberwell City Council,
q 1433.

Sentencing (Amendment) Bill, 1190.

Local Government (General Amendment) Bill, 1093.

Shop Trading (Further Amendment) (Amendment)
BiII,263.

Parliamentary Salaries and Superannuation (Basic
Salary) Bill, 182.

Sport, Recreation and Racing - Boating safety
education and training, q 1026.

Planning and Development, Department of
- Nunawading land, 1081.

Tertiary Education Bill, 763.

Points of Order - Matters raised on adjournment
debate to relate to member's electorate, 65.

Vocational Education and Training (College
Employment) Bill, 579, 586.
Women's Affairs - Policies, 545.
WorkCover - Transfer of funds from former Accident
Compensation Tribunal, 106. Changes, q 396.
Youth Affairs - Facilities in Port Melbourne, 388.

Road Safety - Retreaded tyres, 1400.
Roads Corporation - Road maintenance technology,
191. Widening of Nunawading intersection, 1081.
Shop Trading (Further Amendment) (Amendment)
Bill,267.
Vermont Football Club - Gaming licence, 989.
WorkCover -Changes in attitude, q 1250.

Ashman, Hon. G. B. (Boronia)
Economic Development Committee - Report on
Victorian building and construction industry, 1083.
Gaming - Performance of industry, q 714.

Buter, Hon. W. R. (North Eastern) (Minister for Roads
and Ports)

Marine (Amendment) Bill, 339.

Abattoir and Meat Inspection Authority - Report, 16.

Parliament - Breach of privilege, 954.

Advertising - Transport Accident Commission, q 13.

Petitions - State deficit levy, 297.

Agenda 21 - Employment prospects, q 1110.

Petrol Levy - Application, 703.

Barley Marketing Bill, 197, 248,414,415,416.

Points of Order - Offensive remarks, 964.
Imputations, 965.

Business Franchise (Petroleum Products)
(Amendment) Bill, 863, 1285.

Ports - Reform of authorities, q 49.

Conservation and Environment - Coastal erosion at
Henty Bay, Portland, q 131. Land at Point
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Gellibrand, 141. Clay soil dumping at Koonung
Creek, q 1026.
Coode Island - Termination of leases, q 49.
Corrections (Management) Bill, 387, 401, 573.
Deaths - Hon. Sir Murray Porter, 2. Hon. Sir George
Reid, QC,S. Hon. Charles Bridgford, 8. Hon. Joseph
Smith,239.
Education - Carrum Downs Primary School crossing,
41. School buses, q 714, q 919.
Egg Industry (Deregulation) Bill, 677, 723, 1242.
Emergency Services Superannuation (Special
Payments) Bill, 1147, 1178.
Fruit and Vegetable Industry - Dumping of citrus, 141.
Industry and Employment - Agenda 21 employment
prospects, q 1110.
Industry Services - Storage of hazardous materials in
Williamstown, 194.
Local Government - Storage of hazardous materials in
WiIliamstown, 194. Road repairs in Shire of Orbost,
q 331. Road widening, 1081.
Marine (Amendment) Bill, 197, 343.
Meat Industry Bill, 545, 602, 754.
Members - Qualification of Hon. K. M. Smith, 85.
National Road Transport Commission - Report, 17.
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General-Changes to give-way rule at intersections,
q 73. Bicycle racks, 296. Impact of clay soil
dumping at Koonung Creek, q 1026. Funding,
q 1201.
Roads and Highways - Domain tunnel, q 12, 295,
q 398, 450, 913, q 1201, q 1248. Western bypass,
q 12, q 147,913, q 1201, q 1248. Hallam-Berwick
bypass, 95. Road maintenance technology, 194.
Monash Bridge, 194. Beach Road traffic
management, q 204. Road-building technology,
q 242. In Shire of Orbost, q 331. Funding, q 487, q
892. Sturt Highway, q 583. Goulburn Valley
Highway, q 583. Mahoneys Road project, q 584.
Western Highway, q 612. Petrol levy, 685. Damage
caused by timber industry, q 715. Calder
Highway, q 892. Nunawading intersection, 1081.
Agenda 21 projects, q 1110. Woodend bypass,

q 1346, 1486. .
Sheep Owners Protection (Repeal) Bill, 60, 92.
Shop Trading (Further Amendment) (Amendment)
Bill, 197, 233, 275.
Sport, Recreation and Racing - Bicycle racks, 296.
Boating safety education and training, q 1026.
Timber Industry - Impact on roads, q 715.
Transport Accident Commission - Advertising, q 13.
Victoria Racing Club (Amendment) Bill, The, 1147,
1181,1422.

Parliament - Answers to questions on notice, 614, 615.
Petrol Levy - Application, 685, q 1027.
Planning and Development, Department of - Use of
Nunawading land, 1081.

Best, Hon. R. A. (North Western)

Points of Order - Offensive remarks, 703.
Admissibility of reasoned amendment, 1261.

Business Franchise (Petroleum Products)
(Amendment) Bill, 1280.

Police Regulation (Discipline) Bill, 607, 717, 982, 983,
984,985,1054,1056,1061,1062,1063,1064,1066,
1067, 1069, 1070, 1073, 1076, 1077, 1078, 1079.

Egg Industry (Deregulation) Bill, 1241.

Ports-

Local Government - Proposed restructure, q 131.
Compulsory competitive tendering, q 1346.

Berlin Express -Grounding in Port Phillip Bay, q 610.
General- Reform of authorities, q 49, q 584. Use of
Port of Melbourne AuthOrity dredges in Taiwan,
q 1434.
Melbourne - Authority, q 585. Ability to deal with
major oil spill, q 610.
Public Transport - School buses, q 714, q 919. Met
emergency procedures, 1175. West Footscray
railway station, 1402.
Questions on Notice - Answers, 614, 615.
Racing (Amendment) Bill, 1147, 1179, 1422.
Road Safety - Carrum Downs Primary School
crossing, 41. During Easter, q 145. School buses,
q 714, q 919. Night curfews for novice drivers, q 918.
Black spot accident program, q 1344. Retreaded
tyres, 1402. Air bags, 1402.
Road Transport - Tow truck regulations, q 399. Taxis,
q 1247.
Roads Corporation -

Corporation - Kyneton office, 295. Officers:
registration, q 1205; Middle East trip, 1402.

Housing - Asbestos in public, q 919. Technology,
q 1111.

Meat Industry Bill, 746.
Petitions - Human embryos, 148.
Racing (Amendment) Bill, 1417.
Residential Tenancies (Water and Utilities Charges)
BiIl,443.
Road Safety Committee - Report on motorcycle
safety, 1083.
Roads Corporation - Changes to give-way rule at
intersections, q 73. Calder Highway funding, q 892.
Shop Trading (Further Amendment) (Amendment)
BiII,258.
WorkCover - Progress, q 802.

BirreIl, Hon. M. A. (East Yarra) (Minister for
Conservation and Environment, and Minister for
Major Projects)
Agenda 21 - Employment prospects, q 1110.
Animals - Duck hunting season, q 13, q 581.
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Business of the House - Tabling of reports, 775.

Murray-Darling Basin Bill, 545, 560, 857.

Conservation and Environment - Duck hunting
season, q 13, q 581. Use of La Trobe University
Crown land, q SO, q 397. Port Phillip Bay: pollution,
q 70; impact of ferry service, 140; channel markers,
q 486. Ragwort control, q 133. Victorian LandCare
Committee, q 144. Land Conservation Council,
q 243. Recycling and Resource Recovery Council,
q 330. Land protection laws, q 585. National Parks
Service, q 710. Fox control, q 803. Crown land
management, q 890. Gippsland Lakes, q 917. Mouse
plague, q 1343. Unleaded petrol, q 1437.

Museum of Victoria - Site, q 133, q 134, q 611, q 804,
q 916, q 1024, q 1345, q 1433.
Mutual Recognition (Victoria) Bill, 99, 136, 157.
Old Treasury Building - Use, q llCY:J.
Parks - Mineral exploration in Chiltern Regional,
q 130. Macedon Regional, q 711.
Parliament - Breach of privilege, 915, 961.
Parliamentary Salaries and Superannuation (Basic
Salary) Bill, 99, 138.

Conservation and Natural Resources, Department
of - Regional offices, q 240, q 610. Voluntary
departure packages, q 485. Funding cuts, 548. Staff
cuts, 548, 605.

Peninsula Searoad Transport Pty Ltd - Port Phillip
Bay ferry service, 140.

Coode Island - Chemical storage facilities, q SO.

Points of Order - Length of matters raised on
adjournment debate, 63. Misrepresentative remarks,
82. Source of alleged quote, 293. Offensive remarks,
652, 1324. Relevancy of remarks, 958. Subject of
motion before Chair, 960. Unequivocal withdrawal
of remarks, 966. Member ignoring ruling from
Chair,966. Extensive quoting, 1317. Source of quote,
1323.

Crown Land Acts (Amendment) Bill, 947, 1008, 1336.
Deaths - Hon. Sir Murray Porter, 1. Hon. Sir George
Reid, QC, 3. Hon. Charles Bridgford, 7. Hon. Joseph
Smith,239.
Docklands Authority (Amendment) Bill, 661, 720.
Education - Use of La Trobe University Crown land,
qSO,q397.
Education Research Precinct - Establishment at
Docklands, q 1246.

Petroleum Products - Unleaded petrol, q 1437.

Ports - Channel markers in Port Phillip Bay, q 486.
Questions on Notice - Answers, 613, 715, 716.
Recycling and Resource Recovery Council Establishment, q 330.

Energy and Minerals, Department of - Responsibility
for planning matters affecting mining industry,
q396.

Timber Industry - Strategy, q 1246.

Environment Protection AuthOrity - Staff cuts, q 394.
Register of contaminated sites, q 80S.

Truxtun, U55 - Visit, 66.

Ethnic Affairs Commission Bill, 607, 7CY:J, 893.
Forests (S.E.A.S. Sapfor Ltd Agreement) Bill, 661, 719,
858.
Freedom of Information - Charges for requests, q 329.

Tourism - Facilities, q 147.
Victorian LandCare Committee - Appointment of
chainnan, q 144.
Victorian Plantations Corporations Bill, 968, 10CYiJ.
Water -Gippsland Lakes, q 917.

Gaming - Melbourne casino, q 202.
Industry and Employment - Agenda 21 employment
prospects, q 1110.

Bishop, Hon. B. W. (North Western)

Land Conservation Council - Melbourne District
No. 2 study, q 243.

Barley Marketing Bill, 405.

Land (Crown Grants and Reserves) Bill, 232, 233, 346.

Economy, The - Victoria's finances, 366.

Land (Miscellaneous Matters) Bill, 661, 721.

Education - Training in food processing industry,
q 1248.

Living Museum of Aboriginal Culture Establishment, q 1248.
Major Projects - Report of Major Projects Unit, 16.
Museum of Victoria site, q 133, q 134, q 611, q 804,
q 916, q 1024, q 1345, q 1433. Melbourne casino,
q 202. Mont Park-Bundoora development, q 397.
Melbourne exhibition centre, q 1023. Old Treasury
Building, q llCY:J. Agenda 21 employment prospects,
q 1110. Education research precinct, q 1246.
Establishment of living museum of Aboriginal
culture, q 1248.
Melbourne Exhibition Centre - Establishment, q 1023.
Members -Qualification of Hon. 1<. M. Smith, 48, 78.
Alleged racist remarks by Minister for Small
Business, 295. Breach of privilege, 915, 961.
Mining Industry - Mineral exploration in Chiltern
Regional Park, q 130. Planning responsibilities, q 396.

Budget - Treasurer's statement, 366.

Egg Industry (Deregulation) Bill, 1238.
Food Processing Industry - Training, q 1248.
Land (Amendment) Bill, 902.
Local Government - Insurance scheme, q 52. Local
roads funding working party, q 1027.
Marine (Amendment) Bill, 341.
Meat Industry Bill, 742.
Murray-Darling Basin Bill, 855.
Mutual Recognition (Victoria) Bill, ISO.
Petitions - Human embryos, 246.
Ports - Refonn of authorities, q 584.
Road Safety - Night curfew for novice drivers, q 918.
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Sheep Owners Protection (Repeal) Bill, 92.
State Deficit Levy (Amendment) Bill, 1033.
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Points of Order - Use of term "maiden speech", 650.
Unequivocal withdrawal of remarks, 967. Reference
to report, 1187. Extensive quoting, 1318.
Substantiation of claim, 1327. Scope of debate, 1384.

Bowden, Hon. R. H. (South Eastern)

Police Regulation (Discipline) Bill, 974, 1058, 1060,
1061, 1064, 1069, 1070, 1075.

Budget - Treasurer's statement, 364.

Public Transport - Abolition of free travel for Senior
Citizens Week, 57. Industrial relations, 57.

Corrections (Management) Bill, 565.
Economy, The - Victoria's finances, 364.

Roads Corporation - Kyneton office, 292. Goulburn
Valley Highway, q 583.

Education - T AFE college places, q 74. Tertiary
education in Cranbourne, q 804.

Senior Citizens - Abolition of free travel for Senior
Citizens Week, 57.

Evidence (Unsworn Evidence) Bill, 36.

Sentencing (Amendment) Bill, 1185.

Housing - Housing Services Division construction
group, q 489.

State Deficit Levy - Opposition, 56. Duration, 64.

Petrol Levy - Application, 698.
Road Safety - Black spot accident program, q 1344.

WorkCover - Media releases, q 802. Advertising
campaign, q 1433.

Brideson, Hon. Andrew (Waverley)

Ch,lirman of Committees, The (Evans, Hon. D. M.)

Aged Care -

Rulings IInd Stlltements-

Palliative care, q 585.

Board of Studies Bill, 782.
Education - Industry training boards, q 52. School
cleaners, 472. T AFE colleges as alternatives to
universities, q 888.
Housing - Deep subsidy program, q 333.
Roads Corporation -

State Deficit Levy (Amendment) Bill, 1038.

Debate - Consideration of amendments, 273.
Interjections, 347, 1076. Scope, 450, 1060, 1071,
1073, 1075, 1076, 1438, 1442, 1447. Offensive
remarks, 497, 1059. Dealing with amendments,
1068, 1078. Members not to involve Chair, 1391.
Relevancy of remarks, 1447. Procedure, 1477.

Registration officers, q 1205.

Rulings IInd Statements liS Deputy PresidentBrumby, Hon. J. M. (Doutta Galla)
Appropriation (1992-93) Bill, 1477.
Austin, Hon. T. L. - Appointments, 94.
Australian Labor Party - Federal election victory, 55.
City of Greater Geelong Bill, 649.
Education - In Doutta Galla Province, 56. School
cleaners, 57.

Debate - Tabling of quoted document, 121.
Reflection on Chair, 121. Interjections, 122, 179,
216,466, 1040, 1286, 1287. Relevancy of remarks,
175,179,465. Reading of speeches, 470. Quoting
from Hansard, 933, 1157. Offensive remarks, 939,
1158. Scope, 1037, 1038, 1040, 1041, 1129, 1212.
Admissibility of reasoned amendment, 1261. Use
of correct titles, 1263.
Distinguished visitors, 176. (See also "Evans,
Hon. D. M. (North Eastern)")

Electoral - Doutta Galla Province by-election, 55.
Freedom of Information (Amendment) Bill, 1383.
Gas and Fuel Corporation - Sale of heatane gas
division, q 918.

Chamberlain, Hon. B. A. (Western) (See "President,
The (Hon. B. A. Chamberlain)")

Government Departments and Instrumentalities Tendering for public relations contracts, 1315.
Government, The - Policies, 56, 57, 58. Infrastructure,
59.

Connard, Hon. G. P. (Higinbotham)
Appropriation (Parliament 1992-93) Bill, 1479.

Industry and Employment - Industrial relations:
government policies, 57, 59; publicity campaign, 604.

Crimes (HIV) Bill, 420.

Liberal Party - Federal election defeat, 55.

Deaths - Hon. Sir Murray Porter, 3. Hon. Charles
Bridgford,8.

Local Government (General Amendment) Bill, 1101,
1146.
Members - First speech, 55. Appreciation of services
of Hon. W. A. Landeryou, 55. Appointments of
former, 94. Breach of privilege, 956.
Parliament - Reform, 60. Breach of privilege, 956.

Health and Community Services (General
Amendment) Bill, 731.
Housing - Commonwealth-State agreement, q 1027.
Parliamentary Salaries and Superannuation (Basic
Salary) Bill, 172.
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Petitions - Human embryos, 399.
Senior Citizens - Seniors Card, q 147.
Supply (Parliament 1993-94, No. 1) Bill, 1479.

Ports - Berlin Express grounding in Port Phillip Bay,
q 610. Melbourne: ability to deal with major oil spill,
q610.
Public Transport - School buses, q 713.
Racing (Amendment) Bill, 1415.

Cox, Hon. G. H. (Nunawading)
Conservation and Environment - National Parks
Service, q 710.
Deaths - Hon. Sir George Reid, QC, 6.
Housing - Cleaning services fQr public, q 54.
Old Treasury Building - Use, q 1109.

Rulings and Statements as Acting President Debate - Source of quote, 645. Interjections from
public gallery, 646.

Road Safety - Carrum Downs Primary School
crossing, 38. School buses, q 713.
Roads Corporation Corporation -Officers' Middle East trip, 1402.
Roads and Highways - Western bypass, q 147, q 1248.
Domain tunnel, q 398, q 1248. Petrol levy, 690.
Sentencing (Amendment) Bill, 1160.
Shop Trading (Further Amendment) (Amendment)
Bill, 260, 275.
State Deficit Levy (Amendment) Bill, 1036.
Superannuation - Public sector, 314.

Craige, Hon. G. R. (Central Highlands)

Victoria Racing Club (Amendment) BiIJ, The, 1422.
WorkCover -Claims, 989.

Budget - Treasurer's statement, 535.
Conservation and Natural Resources, Department
of - Regional offices, q 610.

Davis, Hon. P. R. (Gippsland)

Economy, The - Victoria's finances,535.
Road Safety - During Easter, q 145.

Budget - Treasurer's statement, 358.

Roads Corporation - Road funding, q 1201.

Children and Young Persons (Further Amendment)
BiIl,288.

Sentencing (Amendment) Bill, 1164.
Sport, Recreation and Racing - State Swimming
Centre, q 134.
Superannuation (Compliance) Bill, 1414.
WorkCover - Premiums, q 582.

Davidson, Hon. B. E. (Chelsea)
Business Franchise (Petroleum Products)
(Amendment) Bill, 1260.
Corrections (Management) Bill, 561.

Conservation and Environment - Gippsland Lakes,
q917.
Economy, The - Victoria's finances,358.
Housing - Youth, q 206. Public tenants, q 1437.
Industry and Employment -Government
mishandling of industrial relations, 1003.
Local Government - Road repairs in Shire of Orbost,
q330.
Police Regulation (Discipline) Bill, 936.
Roads Corporation - Roads in Shire of Orbost, q 330.
Sheep Owners Protection (Repeal) Bill, 91.

Education - Carrum Downs Primary School crossing,
38. School buses, q 713.
Freedom of Information (Amendment) Bill, 1389, 1395,
1397.
Fruit and Vegetable Industry - Dumping of citrus, 139.
Marine (Amendment) Bill, 337.
Parliamentary Salaries and Superannuation (Basic
Salary) Bill, 160.
Petrol Levy - Application, 690, q 1027.
Points of Order - Relevancy of remarks, 159.
Interjections, 957. Admissibility of reasoned
amendment, 1261.
Police Regulation (Discipline) Bill, 926, 982, 983, 984,
985, 1053, 1054, lOSS, 1058, 1060, 1061, 1062, 1063,
1065, 1066, 1067, 1068, 1071, 1073, 1074, 1077, 1078,
1079.

de Fegely, Hon. R. S. (Ballarat)
Agenda 21 - Employment prospects, q 1110.
Appropriation (1992-93) Bill, 1472.
Budget - Treasurer's statement, 1472.
Conservation and Environment - Mouse plague,
q 1343.
Division Lists - Correction, 450.
Economy, The - Victoria's finances, 1472.
Housing - Home loan finance schemes, q 395.
Meat Industry Bill, 749.
Petitions - State deficit levy, 16.
Points of Order - Relevancy of remarks, 1380.
Roads Corporation - Western Highway, q 612.
Agenda 21 projects, q 1110.
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Standing Orders Committee - Report on answers to
questions on notice, petitions and Joint Printing
Committee, 148.
Supply (1993-94, No. 1) Bill, 1472.
Wool Industry -Investment, q 488.
WorkCover - Financial performance, q 69.
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Guest, Hon. J. V. C. (Monash)
Evidence (Unsworn Evidence) Bill, 34.
Gaming - Melbourne casino, q 202.
Law Reform Committee - Report on progress and
future directions, 453.
Legal Profession Practice (Guarantee Fund) Bill,896.
Major Projects - Melbourne casino, q 202.

Enns, Hon. D. M. (North Eastern)

Mutual Recognition (Victoria) Bill, 153.

Board of Studies Bill, 789.

Parliamentary Salaries and Superannuation (Basic
Salary) Bill, 163.

Budget - Treasurer's statement, 372.
Economy, The - Victoria's finances,372.

Petitions - Animal Ambulance Service, 148.
Authenticity of signatures, 148.

Education - Private training providers, q 13. In
Goulburn Valley, q 132.

Superannuation (Compliance) Bill, 1414.

Points of Order - Imputations, 1412.

Fair Trading - Labelling of reconstituted orange juice,
546.

Government Departments and Instrumentalities Tendering for government-funded training courses,
q 13.
Land (Crown Grants and Reserves) Bill, 344.

Hall, Hon. P. R. (Gippsland)
Animals - Duck hunting season, q 13.

Meat Industry Bill, 7SO.

Caravan Parks and Movable Dwellings (Amendment)
Bill,770.

Parliamentary Salaries and Superannuation (Basic
Salary) Bill, 165.

Children and Young Persons (Further Amendment)
Bill,282.

Roads Corporation - Damage caused by timber
industry, q 715.

Conservation and Environment - Duck hunting
season, q 13. Ragwort control, q 133.

Victorian Plantations Corporation Bill, 1351.

Education - Options in tertiary education and
training, q 246. School cleaners, 46t.

WorkCover - Performance in public sector, q 1204.

Local Government - Loy Yang B rate payments, q 609.
Local Government (General Amendment) Bill, 1114.
Forwood, Hon. Bill (Templestowe)
Arts, The - Director of State Library of Victoria, q 1112.
Budget - Treasurer's statement, SOl.
Children and Young Persons (Further Amendment)
Bill,289.

Meat Industry B,ill, 753.
Mutual Recognition (Victoria) Bill, 155.
Points of Order - Relevancy of remarks, 46t.
Sta~e

Deficit Levy (Amendment) Bill, 1020.

State Electricity Commission - Loy Yang B rate
payments, q 609. Continuation, 1427.

Community Services - Home and community care
program, q 244, q 806.

Tertiary Education Bill, 758.

Economy, The - Treasurer's statement, SOt.

Timber Industry -Strategy, q 1246.

Education - La Trobe University Crown land, q SO.

Transport Accident Commission - Privatisation, 221,

Ethnic Affairs Commission Bill, 884.

Vocational Education and Training (College
Employment) Bill, 59t.

Freedom of Information (Amendment) Bill, 1381.
Housing - Fire safety in high-rise estates, q 1249.
Parliamentary Salaries and Superannuation (Basic
Salary) Bill, 158.
Roads Corporation - Monash Bridge, 192. Road
funding, q 487.
State Library of Victoria - Director, q 1112.

Rulings and Statements as Acting Chairman of
Committees Debate - Relevancy of remarks, 1444, 1445.
Rulings and Statements as Acting President Debate -Interjections, 532, 703. Offensive remarks,
703.
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Hallam, Hon. R. M. (Western) (Minister for Regional
Development, and Minister for Local Government)
Accident Compensation (WorkCover Insurance) Bill,
775,864,1428,1438,1439,1441,1442,1445,1446,
1448, 1449, 1450, 1453, 1454, 1457, 1460, 1464, 1465.
Appropriation (1992-93) Bill, 607, 704.
Appropriation (Parliament 1992-93) Bill, 607, 625, 707.

Compulsory competitive tendering, q 1346.
Children and family services, 1402.
Keilor -Comments of member for Tullamarine, ]486.
Melbourne -Central business district council, q 332,
q 714.
Queenscliffe - Management, q 1026.

Audit (Tender Board) Bill, 608, 627.

Local Government (General Amendment) Bill, 907, 922,
1136, 1144, 1146.

Baker and McKenzie - Preparation of WorkCover
legislation, 195, q 205.

Ministerial Statements - Report on Camberwell City
Council, 1250.

Budget - Papers for 1992-93, 197. Treasurer's
statement, 348.

Pay-roll Tax (Amendment) Bill, 393, 483, 526.

Business Franchise (Petroleum Products)
(Amendment) Bill, 775.
Caravan Parks and Movable Dwellings (Amendment)
Bill, 608, 626, 770.
City of Greater Geelong Bill, q 201, q 202, q 203, q 204,
q205,236,453,557,661,665,668,669,670,671,672,
675.
Community Services - Funding cuts for children and
family services, 1402.
Debits Tax (Amendment) Bill, 387, 400.
Economy, The - Victoria's finances, 348.
Education - Closure of country schools, q 1435.

Petitions -State deficit levy, 451.
Points of Order - Tabling of quoted document, 121.
Source of quote, 645. Scope of debate, 1410.
Relevancy of remarks, 1445.
Quay West Development, q 805.
Regional Development -Grants, q 486, q 1203.
Government policies, q 712. Petrol levy, q 889.
Closure of country schools, q 1435.
Scrutiny of Acts and Regulations Committee - City of
Greater Geelong Bill, 772.
Stamps (Amendment) Bill, 607, 622, 755.
State Deficit Levy (Amendment) Bill, 555, 617, 1053.

Electoral- Pre-poll voting, 549.

State Electricity Commission - Loy Yang B rate
payments, q 609. Continuation, 1425.

Financial Institutions Duty (Amendment) Bill, 387, 402,
501.

Superannuation - Provision of benefit summaries by
State Superannuation Board, 236. Public sector, 307.

Gas and Fuel Corporation - Sale of heatane gas
division, q 918.

Superannuation (Compliance) Bill, 1147, 1177.

Government Departments and InstrumentalitiesPrivatisation of Transport Accident Commission,
228.

Supply (Parliament 1993-94, No. 1) Bill, 607, 706, 707.

Insurance - Local government scheme, q 53.
KPMG Peat Marwick - Report on Geelong, q 203,
q204.
Land (Amendment) Bill, 602, 619, 903.
Land Tax (Amendment) Bill, 393, 484, 738.
Local Government -

Brighton - Refurbishment of baths kiosk, 41.
CamberweU- Mismanagement, q 1245. Report, 1250.
Ministerial statement, 1250. Appointment of
administrator, q 1433.
Footscray - Quay West development, q 805.
Geelong - Proposed restructure, q 10, q 11, q 72,
q 132, q 205, q 243, q 244, 296, q 334. City of
Greater Geelong: proposed legislation, q 201,
q 202, q 203, q 204, q 205, 236, q 916; comments in
Alert Digest No. 5, 772; commissioners, q 888;
establishment, q 891. Regional commission staff,
q 245, 390, q 1347, q 1434. Poll of ratepayers, q 489.
General- State deficit levy: cost of collection, q 14;
application,96. Insurance scheme, q 53. Pensioner
rate rebates, q 69. Restructure, q 131, 143, q 399,
1314. Loy Yang B rate payments, q 609. Local
Government (Reporting and Accounting)
Regulations 1992, 775. Local roads funding
working party, q 1027. Elections, q 1113.

Supply (1993-94, No. 1) Bill, 607, 706.
Tattersall Consultations (Reporting) Bill, 1147, 1180,
1408.
Taxation-

Petrol Levy -Impact on rural business, q 889.
State Deficit Levy -Cost of collection, q 14. Duration,
q 51, 66, q 242. Pamphlets in community
languages, 67. Application, 96, q 131, 195. Petition,
451. Inability to pay, q 1108, q 1202, q 1249.
Transport Accident Commission - Privatisation, 228.
Treasury Corporation of Victoria (Debt Centralisation)
Bill, 417, 478, 739.
Victorian Commission of Audit - Report, 615.
Vistel Ltd - Report, 75.
Wool Industry - Investment, q 488.
WorkCover-

Authority - Reports, 17,75,863. Transfer of funds
from former Accident Compensation Tribunal,
112. Statement by chief executive, q 146.
Conciliation service, q 334, 549, 914, 1314. Media
releases, q 802, q 803. Reports, 863. Voluntary
departure packages, q 893. Advertising campaign,
1403, q 1433.
General- Rehabilitation system, 67, q 241. Financial
performance, q 69. Conflict of interest of
conciliator, 96. Preparation of legislation by legal
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consultants, 195, q 205. Pamphlets in community
languages, 196. Certificate of incapacity, q 330.
Notional earnings, 390. Changes: in system, q 396;
in attitude, q 1250. Levies, 549, q 712. Premiums,
q 582. Progress, q 803. Claims, 990. Claims agents,
q 1111, q 1204. Privatisation, q 1112, q 1113.
Performance in public sector, q 1204. Sale of
WorkCare Compensation Services, q 1436.
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235; comments in Alert Digest No. 5, 771;
commissioners, q 888. Geelong Regional
Commission staff, q 245, q 1347, q 1434.
Local Government (General Amendment) Bill, 1122.
Scrutiny of Acts and Regulations CommitteeComments in Alert Digest No. 5, 771.
WorkCover - Claims, 989.

Hartigan, Hon. W. A. N. (Geelong)

Hogg, Hon. C. J. (Melbourne North)

Budget - Treasurer's statement, 369.
City of Greater Geelong Bill, 639.

Aged Care - Extended-care regulations, 235. PaHiative
care, q 396.

Economy, The - Victoria's finances, 369.

Arts, The - Victoria State Opera, q 13, q 70.

Education - Use of former wool store by Deakin
University, q 608.

Barley Marketing Bill, 402, 415, 416.

Education Acts (Teachers) Bill, 1214.
Institute of Educational Administration (Repeal) Bill,
1258.
Local Government - Proposed restructure of Geelong
councils, q 10, q 205. City of Greater Geelong Bill,
q 916.
Local Government (General Amendment) Bill, 1121.
Parliamentary Salaries and Superannuation (Basic
Salary) Bill, 178.
Petitions - Country passenger train services, 99.
Manifold Heights Primary School, 197.
Bannockburn Primary School, 399. Mount Moriac
Primary School, 1315.

Board of Studies Bill, 776, 821, 822, 823, 825, 827, 828,
829,830,831,832,833.
Budget - Treasurer's statement, 512.
Children and Young Persons (Further Amendment)
Bill, 278.
Crimes (HIV) Bill, 426, 431.
Economy, The - Victoria's finances, 512.
Education - Box Forest Secondary College, 93.
Maintenance allowance, 1173.
Education Acts (Teachers) Bill, 1197, 1205, 1227, 1229,
1230, 1231, 1232, 1234, 1235, 1236.
Egg Industry (Deregulation) Bill, 1239.
Ethnic Affairs Commission Bill, 869.

Points of Order - Interjections, 207.

Freedom of Information (Amendment) Bill, 1385.

Superannuation - Public sector, 318.

Funerals (Pre-Paid Money) Bill, 435.

WorkCover - Transfer of funds from former Accident
Compensation Tribunal, 110. Sale of WorkCare
Compensation Services, q 1436.

Gaming - Melbourne casino, q 608. Establishment of
temporary casino, q 1112.

Henshaw, Hon. D. E. (Gee long)
Arts, The - Establishment of museum in Geelong,
q 1205.
Attorney-General - Funding for dispute resolution
centres, 860.

Health and Community Services, Department of Responsibility for palliative care, q 396.
Health and Community Services (General
Amendment) Bill, 725, 734.
Institute of Educational Administration (Repeal) Bill,
1242.
Local Government (General Amendment) Bill, 1134.
Meat Industry Bill, 740.

City of Greater Geelong Bill, q 201, q 204, 235, 628, 665,
666,667,669,670,671,672,673,674,675,676.

Petitions - Human embryos, 615.

Conservation and Natural Resources, Department
of - Staff cuts, 547, 605.

State Deficit Levy (Amendment) Bill, 1021, 1028.

Dispute Resolution Centres - Funding, 860.

Points of Order - Matter already raised, 605.
Victoria State Opera - Funding arrangements, q 13,
q70.

Fair Trading - Geelong Financial Counselling and
Consumer Information Service, 1080.
Housing Guarantee Fund Ltd - Restoration of house,
387.

Ives, Hon. R. S. (Eumemmerring)

Institute of Educational Administration (Repeal) Bill,
1251.

Arts, The - Victoria State Opera, q 71, 771, 860, 1485.
Regional programs, 1174.

KPMG Peat Marwick - Report on Geelong, q 204.

Barley Marketing Bill, 412, 416.

Local Government - Proposed restructure of Geelong
councils, q 11, q 72, q 132, q 243, q 334. City of
Greater Geelong: proposed legislation, q 201, q 204,

Board of Studies Bill, 794, 823, 827.
Casino Control (Amendment) Bill, 971.
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City of Greater Geelong Bill, 658.
Commercial Arbitration (Amendment) Bill, 253.
Community Services - Funding cuts for children and
family services, 1400.
Education - TAFE funding, 388. School cleaners, 465.
Black spots in higher education, 988. Fire refuges in
Dandenong Ranges schools, 1080.
Education Acts (Teachers) Bill, 1215, 1228.
Egg Industry (Deregulation) Bill, 1236.
Fire Services - Refuges in Dandenong Ranges schools,
1080.
Freedom of Information (Amendment) Bill, 1368.
Gaming - Bidding process for Melbourne casino,
q 1022.

Knowl", Hon. R. I. (Ballarat) (Minister for Housing,
and Minister for Aged Care)
Aged Care-

General- Palliative care, q 396, q 585. Funding,
q 487. Concessions, q 613. Personal alarm call
system, q 893.
Nursing Homes - Funding for public, q 14. Staffing,
q 71. Standard of care, q 145. Extended-care
regulations, 237.
Austin, Hon. T. L. - Appointments, 97.
Budget - Treasurer's statement, 349.
Children and Young Persons (Further Amendment)
Bill, 198, 199,291.

Government Departments and Instrumentalities Voluntary departure program, 293.

Commonwealth-State Relations - Funding for public
nursing homes, q 14. Implementation of housing
agreement, q 1028.

Housing - Rental increases for public tenants, 40.
Home opportunity loans scheme, 64. Impact of
charges for plumbing works approvals, q 917.

Community Services - Home and community care
program, q 244, q 806.

Local Government - Proposed restructure: Geelong,
q 244; Pakenham, 1314. Children and family
services, 1400.

Conservation and Environment -Oil pollution at
Discovery Bay, 41.
Crimes (HIV) Bill, 429.

Local Government (General Amendment) Bill, 1117.

Division Lists - Correction, 1055.

Meat Industry Bill, 744.

OS &: C Developments Pty Ltd - Completion of
projects, q 713.

Melbourne Water - Plumbing works approval
charges, q 917.

Economy, The - Victoria's finances, 349.

Members - Qualification of Hon. K. M. Smith, BO.

Education - Appointment to council of University of
Melbourne, 453.

Mutual Recognition (Victoria) Bill, 152.
Parliamentary Salaries and Superannuation (Basic
Salary) Bill, 174.
Planning and Development, Department of - Former
Department of Planning and Housing head, '140.
Points of Order - Reading of speeches, 470.
Police Regulation (Discipline) Bill,939.
Port of Melbourne Authority - Promotion of business,

q585.
Public Transport - Bunyip station, 677.

Estate Agents (Amendment) Bill, 868.
Funerals (Pre-Paid Money) Bill, 328, 436, 438, 439, 440,
908.
Health and Community ServiCes, Department of Responsibility for palliative care, q 396.
Health and Community Services (General
Amendment) Bill, 400, 481, 734, 735, 736.
Health Computing Services - Report, 616.
Health Services Commissioner - Report, 1315.

Tertiary Education Bill, 760.

Housing - Public: rental increases, q 10,43, q 1438;
cleaning services, q 54; tenant support program, 196;
provision, 550, 1175; asbestos, q 613, 678, q 806, 861,
q 892, q 918, q 919; waiting lists, q 1202; fire safety
in high-rise estates, q 1249; management, q 1345; for
disabled, 1403. Priority loans scheme, 42, q 53. State
deficit levy, q 52. Home opportunity loans scheme,
67. Youth, q 206. Deep subsidy program, q 333.
Housing Guarantee Fund Ltd, 390. Home loan
finance schemes, q 395. Housing Services Division
construction group, q 489. Completion of OS &: C
Developments Pty Ltd projects, q 713. Plumbing
works approval charges, q 917.
Commonwealth-State agreement, q 1028.
Technology, q 1111. Missing the Mark report, 1403.

Victoria State Opera - Funding arrangements, q 71,
771,860, 1485.

Housing Guarantee Fund Ltd - Restoration of house,
390.

Victorian Plantations Corporation Bill, 1352.

Jarrett, Mr Bill - Appointment as senior Parliamentary
attendant, 62.

Roads Corporation - Hallam-Berwick bypass, 94.
Domain tunnel, 450.
Sentencing (Amendment) Bill, 1166.
Sheep Owners Protection (Repeal) Bill, 92.
Shop Trading (Further Amendment) (Amendment)
Bill,268.
State Deficit Levy - Application, 192.
State Deficit Levy (Amendment) Bill, 1050.
Superannuation - Provision of benefit summaries by
State Superannuation Board, 235.

Vocational Education and Training (College
Employment) Bill, 587.
Women's Affairs - Policies, 605.

Land (Miscellaneous Matters) Bill, 907.
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Melbourne Water - Plumbing works approval
charges, q 917.
Members - Qualification of Hon. K. M. Smith, 87.
Appointments of former, 97. Breach of privilege,
915,955. Service, 1082.
Obstetric and Paediatric Mortality and Morbidity,
Consultative Council on - Report, 616.

Budget - Treasurer's statement, 530.
Children and Young Persons (Further Amendment)
Bill, 284.
Coode Island - Leases, q 49.
Economy, The - Victoria's finances, 530.
Education - School cleaners, 474.

Ombudsman - Report into Guns n' Roses concert,
1405.

Education Acts (Teachers) Bill, 1210.

Parliament -

Housing - Tenant support program, 193. Asbestos in
public, 677, q 806, 860, q 891, q 918.

Business of the House - Days and hours of meeting,
15,614, 1177. Sessional Orders, 124, 191,661,679.
Standing Orders: questions on notice, 555;
petitions, 556; Joint Printing Committee, 557.
Committees - Appointment of members to: House
Committee, Privileges Committee, Scrutiny of
Acts and Regulations Committee, Standing Orders
Committee, 74; Economic Development
Committee, 335. Joint Printing Committee, 557.
General- Staff of Legislative Council, 62. Absence of
Minister, 801, 1177. Breach of privilege, 915, 955.
Joint Sittings -Senate vacancy, 393. Victorian
Institute of Marine Sciences, Swinburne
University of Technology, Victoria University of
Technology, Deakin University, La Trobe
University, Victorian Health Promotion
Foundation, 394.
Questions on Notice - Standing Orders, 555.
Answers, 614, 615.

Ethnic Affairs Commission Bill, 875.

Local Government (General Amendment) Bill, 1131.
Members - Alleged racist remarks by Minister for
Small Business, 293.
Petitions -State deficit levy, 297,4SO.
Points of Order - Source of alleged quote, 293.
Relevancy of remarks, 465.
Public Transport - Abolition of free travel for Senior
Citizens Week, q 74. Staff at West Footscray railway
station, 1400.
Roads Corporation - Woodend bypass, q 1346, 1484.
Senior Citizens - Abolition of free travel for Senior
Citizens Week, q 74.
Sentencing (Amendment) Bill, 1164.
State Deficit Levy - Petition, 4SO.
State Deficit Levy (Amendment) Bill, 1046.

Petitions - Standing Orders, 556.
Planning and Development, Department of - State
deficit levy, q 890.

McLean, Hon. Jean (Melbourne West)

Points of Order - Offensive remarks, 83, 939. Tabling
of quoted document, 121. Relevancy of remarks, 179,
9SO, 959. Address by Minister for Finance, 190.
Matters raised on adjournment debate to relate to
government administration, 193. Member ignoring
ruling from Chair, 9SO. Authority of claim, 951.
Scope of debate, 1041.

Conservation and Environment land, 139.

Quinn, Mr Clarrie - Appointment as Housekeeper, 62.

Crimes (HIV) Bill, 422.

Residential Tenancies (Water and Utilities Charges)
Bill, 325, 449, 495, 496, 499, 500.

Education - Untrained teachers in special
developmental schools, 677. Safety of students on
buses, q 919.

Senior Citizens - Abolition of free travel for Senior
Citizens Week, q 74. Provision of Seniors Card, q 147.
Sport, Recreation and Racing - State Swimming
Centre, q 135.
State Deficit Levy - Application, q 52. Payment by
Department of Planning and Development, q 890.
Subdivision (Amendment) Bill, 986, 1014, 1339.

Truxtun, USS - Visit, 41.

Point Gellibrand

Coode Island - Chemical storage facilities, q SO.
Corrections (Management) Bill, 569.
Crimes (Criminal Trials) Bill, 1341.

Freedom of Information (Amendment) Bill, 1365, 1389,
1395,1397.
Industry Services - Storage of hazardous materials in
WiIliamstown,191.
Living Museum of Aboriginal Culture Establishment, q 1248.
Petitions - Human embryos, 297.

Victorian Plantations Corporation Bill, 1354.

Police Regulation (Discipline) Bill, 933, 983, 984, 1054,
1056, 1061, 1076.

Youth Affairs - Housing, q 206.

Public Transport - Safety of students on buses, q 919.
Sentencing (Amendment) Bill, 1169.

Truxtun, USS - Visit, 38, 63.
Kokodnski, Hon. Uefa (Melbourne West)
Aged Care -

Funding, q 487.

Board of Studies Bill, 785, 823, 824, 825.

WorkCover - Claims, 988.
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Mier, Hon. B. W. (Waverley)
Accident Compensation (WorkCover Insurance) Bill,
1444,1453.

Education - Use of former Caloola Training Centre
by: Victoria University of Technology, 40;
Broadmeadows College of TAFE, 40. Mobile area
resource centre vans, 388. School cleaners, 454.

Business Franchise (Petroleum Products)
(Amendment) Bill, 1281.

Education Acts (Teachers) Bill, 1221.

Conservation and Environment - Oil pollution at
Discovery Bay, 37.

Evidence (Unsworn Evidence) Bill, 33.

Funerals (Pre-Paid Money) Bill, 435.
Gaming - Melbourne casino, q 1344.
Gaming Machine Control (Amendment) Bill, 844.
Joint Printing Committee - Adoption of Joint
Standing Orders, 557.
KPMG Peat Marwick - Report on Geelong, q 203.
Local Government - City of Greater Geelong Bill,
q203.

Ethnic Affairs Commission Bill, 881.
Freedom of Information (Amendment) Bill, 1371.
Government Departments and Instrumentalities Privatisation of Transport Accident Commission,
224.
Housing - State deficit levy, q 52.
Institute of Educational Administration (Repeal) Bill,
1254.

Local Government (General Amendment) Bill, 1145.

Local Government - Proposed restructure of Geelong
councils, 293. Comments of member for Tullamarine
on Keilor City Council, 1401, 1484.

Marine (Amendment) Bill, 339.

Local Government (General Amendment) Bill, 1129.

Murray-Darling Basin Bill, 856.

Meat Industry Bill, 749.

Petitions - Amendment to Standing Order, 556. State
deficit levy, 863.

Parliamentary Salaries and Superannuation (Basic
Salary) Bill, 169.

Points of Order - Offensive remarks, 939. Scope of
debate, 1029. Relevancy of remarks, 1444, 1453.

Petitions - State deficit levy, 297. Liberal members'
pay rises, 453.

Police Regulation (Discipline) Bill, 937, 982, 984, 985,
1053, 1055, 1057, 1061, 1063, 1064, 1070, 1072.

Points of Order - Relevancy of remarks, 461, 1301.
Quoting from Hansard of same sessional period, 933.

Questions on Notice - Adoption of Standing Order,
556.

Police Regulation (Discipline) Bill, 944, 983, 984, 1056,
1059, 1060, 1062, 1064, 1065, 1072.

Roads Corporation -Sturt Highway, q 582.

Roads Corporation - Mahoneys Road project, q 584.

Shop Trading (Further Amendment) (Amendment)
Bill, 272, 277.

Sentencing (Amendment) Bill, 1181.

State Deficit Levy (Amendment) Bill, 1047.

Shop Trading (Further Amendment) (Amendment)
Bill, 272.

WorkCover - Transfer of funds from former Accident
Compensation Tribunal, 111. Claims, 986.

State Deficit Levy - Application, q 52. Pamphlets in
community languages, 66. Petition, 297.
State Deficit Levy (Amendment) Bill, 1045.
Superannuation - Public sector, 320.

Nardella, Hon. D. A. (Melbourne North)
Accident Compensation (WorkCover Insurance) Bill,
1304, 1445, 1446, 1454.
Aged Care - Standard of care in nursing homes, q 145.
Board of Studies Bill, 816.

Transport Accident Commission - Privatisation, 224.
WorkCover - Transfer of funds from former Accident
Compensation Tribunal, 110. Pamphlets in
community languages, 194. Conciliation service,
546,913, 1313. Media releases, q 803. Voluntary
departure packages, q 892. Claims, 987.
Privatisation, q 1112, q 1113.

Budget - Treasurer's statement, 539.
Business Franchise (Petroleum Products)
(Amendment) Bill, 1278.
Children and Young Persons (Further Amendment)
Bill, 282.
City of Greater Geelong Bill, 656, 665.

Power, Hon. Pat Oika Jika)
Accident Compensation (WorkCover Insurance) Bill,
1310, 1441, 1445, 1453, 1460.

Community Services - Former Caloola Training
Centre, 40.

Board of Studies Bill, 812, 824, 826, 829, 830, 833, 834.

Corrections (Management) Bill, 572.

Business Franchise (Petroleum Products)
(Amendment) Bill, 1283.

Crimes (Criminal Trials) Bill, 1342.
Crimes (HIV) Bill, 425.
Economy, The - Victoria's finances, 539.

Budget - Treasurer's statement, 521.

Caravan Parks and Movable Dwellings (Amendment)
Bill, 769.
City of Greater Geelong Bill, 641, 665, 666, 667, 668, 669,
670,672,674,675.
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Economy, The - Victoria's finances, 521.

President, The (Hon. B. A. Chamberlain)

Education - Specialist teaching for deaf children, 65.
Visiting teacher service, 140. Closure of country
schools, q 1435.

Rulings and Statements -

Education Acts (Teachers) Bill, 1218, 1228, 1230, 1231,
1235.
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Address-in-Reply - Presentation of Governor's
speech, 9.

Housing - Provision of public, 546.

Adjournment Debate - Matters raised: length, 64, 65;
to relate to government administration, 65,193,913;
only one, 95; not to be debated, 292; not to be
repeated, 605, 989; in order, m; must be recent and
urgent, 988. Interjections, 64. Source of alleged
quote, 293. Guidelines, 294.

Institute of Educational Administration (Repeal) Bill,
1255.

Chairman of Committees, Temporary - Appointment
of Hon. R. S. Ives, 74.

Local Government - State deficit levy: cost of
collection, q 14; application, 93. Pensioner rate
rebates, q 69. Restructure, q 143, q 399. City of
Greater Geelong Bill, q 202. Staff of Geelong
Regional Commission, q 331, 387. Management of
Borough of Queenscliffe, q 1026. Mismanagement
by Camberwell council, q 1245.

Debate - Use of correct titles, 58, 84. Remarks:
misrepresentative, 82, 957; unparliamentary, 103,
186, 1211; relevancy, 159, 187,461,650,950, 1017,
1018, 1380; offensive, 490, 510, 652, 962, 967, 1324;
foreshadowed, 965; unequivocal withdrawal, 967.
Members: to address Chair, 84, 429; not to display
political slogans, 511; not to divulge deliberations of
Parliamentary committees, 965; ignoring ruling of
Chair, 1050; quoting from Hansard of same sessional
period, 1303, 1317. Interjections, 102, 115, 130, 185,
186,262,303,351,371,383,384,489,490,520,539,
542,650,651,652,654,692,949,952,957,958,959,
962,974,1043,1049,1149,1150,1316,1319,1322,
1382. Documents: tabling, 105; reference, 105, 1188;
quoting, 107,521; identification, 107, 129, 1323;
incorporation in Hansard, 1355. Reading of speech,
213, 384. Reflection on decision of House, 454, 1000.
Scope, 492, 1021, 1029, 1030, 1042, 1045, 1049, 1299,
1384, 1411. Use of charts, 506. Use of term "maiden
speech", 650. Rule of anticipation, 651. AuthOrity of
claim, 951. Procedure for motions, 956. Subject of
motion before Chair, 960. Personal explanation not
to be debated, 965. Imputations, 965. Extensive
quoting, 1104, 1187, 1317, 1318. Casting aspersions,
1186. Tedious repetition, 1301. Source of quote, 1323.
Substantiation of claim, 1327.

Ethnic Affairs Commission Bill, 885.
Freedom of Information (Amendment) Bill, 1369, 1392,
1396, 1398, 1399.

Local Government (General Amendment) Bill, 1084,
1144,1145.
Major Projects - Museum of Victoria site, q 1345.
Members - Conflict of interest of member for Eltham,
193.
Museum of Victoria -Site, q 1345.
Parliamentary Salaries and Superannuation (Basic
Salary) Bill, 165.
Petrol Levy - Application, 701. Impact on rural
businesses, q 888.
Points of Order - Matters raised on adjournment
debate must relate to government administration,
193. Offensive remarks, 1059.
Police Regulation (Discipline) Bill, 942, 982, 984, 985,
1054, 1057, 1067, 1069, 1072.
Public Transport - Near train collision at St Arnaud,
10BO. Met emergency procedures, 1174.
Regional Development - Grants, q 486, q 1203.
Government policies, q 712. Petrol levy, q 888.
Closure of country schools, q 1435.
Residential Tenancies (Water and Utilities Charges)
Bill, 494, 499.
Road Safety - Fitting of air bags, 1401.
Roads Corporation - Bicycle racks, 294. Petrol levy,
701.
Shop Trading (Further Amendment) (Amendment)
Bill, 277.
Sport, Recreation and Racing - Bicycle racks, 294.
State Deficit Levy - Cost of collection, q 14.
Application, 93. Duration, q 242.
State Deficit Levy (Amendment) Bill, 1031.
WorkCover -Claims, 987.

Members - ReSignation of Hon. W. A. Landeryou, 1.
Swearing in of Hon. J. M. Brumby, 1. Retention of
title "Honourable", 10. Breach of privilege, 915.
Service, 1082.
Parliament-

Business of the House - Address by Minister for
Finance, 189, 190. Amendment to Standing Order
for petitions, 556. Tabling of reports, 776.
General- Televising, 45. Appointment of Temporary
Chairman of Committees, 74. Distinguished
visitors, 394. Absence of Usher of the Black Rod,
608. Provision of WorkCover for temporary
electorate staff, 861. Breach of privilege, 915.
Joint Sittings - Senate vacancy, 393, 514, 551.
Victorian Institute of Marine Sciences, Swinburne
University of TechnOlogy, Victoria University of
Technology, Deakin University, La Trobe
University, Victorian Health Promotion
Foundation, 393, 514, 551.
Petitions - Amendment to Standing Order for form,
556.
Questions on Notice - Answers, 613, 715, 716.
Standing Order No. 71AA, 615.
Questions without Notice - Answer to be treated as
Ministerial statement, 12. Interjections, 51, 134,
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144,203,206,207,241,242,581,583,609,611,612,
713,802,804,887,889,1024,1025,1110,1435.
Relevancy of answer, 133. Not to seek legal
opinion, 331. Not to seek opinion, 713.
Admissibility, 1112, 1113.

Sentencing (Amendment) Bill, 1150.
State Deficit Levy - Payment by Department of
Planning and Development, q 890.
State Deficit Levy (Amendment) Bill, 1034.
Subdivision (Amendment) Bill, 1336.

Senate - Vacancy, 393, 514, 551.
Treasurer's Statement - Guidelines for debate, 348.

Tertiary Education Bill, 756, 768.
Victorian LandCare Committee - Appointment of
chairman, q 143.
Victorian Plantations Corporation Bill, 1347.

Pullen, Hon. B. T. (Melbourne)
Animals - Duck hunting season, q 581.
Board of Studies Bill, 808, 822, 824, 827, 834.

Vocational Education and Training (College
Employment) Bill, 573, 599, 600, 601.
WorkCover -Cover for temporary electorate staff, 861.

Commercial Arbitration (Amendment) Bill, 252, 335.
Conservation and Environment -Impact of Port
Phillip Bay ferry service, 139. Victorian LandCare
Committee, q 143. Duck hunting season, q 581.
Impact of clay soil dumping at Koonung Creek,
q 1025. Use of unleaded petrol, q 1437.
Conservation and Natural Resources, Department of Regional offices, q 240. Voluntary departure
packages, q 485. Funding cuts, 547.
Crimes (Criminal Trials) Bill, 1339.
Crimes (HIV) Bill, 417, 430.
Crown Land Acts (Amendment) Bill, 1334.
Electoral - Temporary electorate office staff, 861.
Environment Protection Authority - Staff cuts, q 394.
Register of contaminated sites, q 805.

Skeggs, Hon. B. A. E. (Templestowe)
Aged Care - Funding for public nursing homes, q 14.
Animals - Fox control, q 803.
Appropriation (1992-93) Bill, 1475.
Arts, The - Grants, q 1203.
Budget - Treasurer's statement, 1475.
Club Keno Bill, 1357.
Commonwealth-State Relations - Funding for public
nursing homes, q 14.
Conservation and Environment - Use of La Trobe
University Crown land, q 397.
Deaths - Hon. Sir George Reid, QC, 7.

Estate Agents (Amendment) Bill, 868, 869.

Economy, The - Victoria's finances, 1475.

Evidence (Unsworn Evidence) Bill, 24, 62.

Education - Use of La Trobe University Crown land,
q397.
Ethnic Affairs Commission Bill, 873.

Forests (S.E.A.S. Sapfor Ltd Agreement) Bill, 857.
Freedom of Information (Amendment) Bill, 1359, 1389,
1392, 1394, 1396, 1397.

Gaming Machine Control (Amendment) Bill, 842.

Housing - Provision of public, 1174.

Housing - Management of public, q 1345.

Land (Crown Grants and Reserves) Bill, 343,346, 347.

Major Projects - Mont Park-Bundoora development,
q397.

Land (Miscellaneous Matters) Bill, 903.
Legal Profession Practice (Guarantee Fund) Bill, 894,
899,900.

Mutual Recognition (Victoria) Bill, 156.
Petitions - Human embryos, 297.

Local Government (General Amendment) Bill, 1145.

Racing (Amendment) Bill, 1418.

Major Projects - Museum of Victoria site, q 611.

Scrutiny of Acts and Regulations Committee Reports: statutory rules series 1991, 16; first
cumulative, 75; subordinate legislation, 75;
commencement by proclamation, 246; Interpretation
of Legislation Act, 616; second cumulative, 1315.
Alert Digest: Nos 1 and 2,16; No. 3, 75; No. 4, 149;
No. 5,246; No. 6,400; No. 7, 616; No. 8, 776, 868;
No. 9, 1083; No. 10, 1315.

Mining Industry - Mineral exploration in Chiltern
Regional Park, q 130.
Murray-Darling Basin Bill, 854.
Museum of Victoria - Site, q 611.
Parks - Mineral exploration in Chiltern Regional,
q 130. Macedon Regional, q 711.
Peninsula Searoad Transport Pty Ltd - Port Phillip
Bay ferry service, 139.

Supply (1993-94, No. 1) Bill, 1475.

Petroleum Products - Use of unleaded petrol, q 1437.

Tourism - Facilities, q 147.

Planning and Development, Department of - State
deficit levy, q 890.

Victoria Racing Club (Amendment) Bill, The, 1423.

Questions on Notice - Answers, 614, 715, 716.
Roads Corporation - Impact of clay soil dumping at
Koonung Creek, q 1025.

Tattersall Consultations (Reporting) Bill, 1407.
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Smith, Hon. K. M. (South Eastern)

Deaths - Hon. Sir George Reid, QC, 5.

Aged Care - Personal alarm call system, q 893.

Economy, The -Contribution of universities, q 144.

Business Franchise (Petroleum Products)
(Amendment) Bill, 1270.

Education-

Conservation and Environment - Coastal erosion at
Henty Bay, Portland, q 131.
Education -College-based employment for TAFE
staff, q 331.
Housing - Asbestos in public, q 613. Public waiting
lists, q 1202.
Meat Industry Bill, 748.
Members - Qualification of Hon. K. M. Smith, 84.
Parliamentary Salaries and Superannuation (Basic
Salary) Bill, 184.
Points of Order - Reading of speeches, 213.
Foreshadowed remarks, 965. Scope of debate, 1029.
Police Regulation (Discipline) Bill, 1059.
Residential Tenancies (Water and Utilities Charges)
Bill, 447, 494, 497, 498.
Shop Trading (Further Amendment) (Amendment)
BiIl,269.
State Deficit Levy (Amendment) Bill, 1029.
WorkCover- Rehabilitation system, q 241.

General- Mobile area resource centre vans, 389.
Maintenance allowance, 1174.
School Edualtion - Specialist teaching for deaf
children, 66. Visiting teacher service, 141.
Tertiary EduClltion and Training - Private training
providers, q 13. Former Caloola Training Centre
by: Victoria University of Technology;
Broadmeadows College of TAFE, 40. Industry
training boards, q 52. Acceptance of places at
T AFE colleges, q 74. Box Forest Secondary
College, 95. In Goulburn Valley, q 132. Economic
contribution of universities, q 144. Options, q 246.
College-based employment for T AFE staff, q 331.
TAFE funding, 389. Export, q 398, q 485. Monash
University Frankston campus, 549, q 918.
Frankston College of T AFE, q 583. Use of former
wool store by Deakin University, q 608. In
Cranbourne, q 804. T AFE colleges as alternatives
to universities, q 888. Food processing industry,
q 1248. University research and development
parks, q 1347. TAFE banking course, q 1435.
Education Acts (Teachers) Bill, 901, 920, 1226, 1228,
1230,1231,1232,1233,1234,1235,1236.
Estate Agents (Amendment) Bill, 327.
Evidence (Unsworn Evidence) BiII,61,62.

Stoney, Hon. E. G. (Central Highlands)
Aged Care - Staffing of nursing homes, q 71.
Conservation and Environment - Land Conservation
Council, q 243. Land protection laws, q 585.
Land Conservation Council - Melbourne District
No. 2 study, q 243.
Sheep Owners Protection (Repeal) Bill, 91.

Storey, Hon. Haddon (East Yarra) (Minister for
Tertiary Education and Training, Minister for the
Arts, and Minister for Gaming)
Arts, The - Victoria State Opera, q 13, q 70, q 71, 772,
861,1485. Museum of Victoria, q 1024. Director of
State Library of Victoria, q 1112. Regional programs,
1174. Grants, q 1203. Establishment of museum in
Geelong, q 1205.
BLF Custodian - Reports: Nos 21 and 22, 16.
Board of Studies Bill, 607, 707, 820, 821, 822, 823, 824,
825,827,829,831,832,833,834,835.
Casino Control (Amendment) Bill, 607, 619, 972.
Club Keno Bill, 1147, 1358.
Commercial Arbitration (Amendment) Bill, 143, 188,
335,336.
Community Services Centre, 40.

Former Caloola Training

Crimes (Criminal Trials) Bill, 986, lOll, 1343.
Crimes (HIV) Bill, 75, 135.

Fitzroy Football Club - Gaming licence, 772.
Food Processing Industry - Training, q 1248.
Freedom of Information (Amendment) Bill, 1080,1148,
1386, 1393, 1395, 1398, 1399.
Gaming - Central monitoring of TAB machines, q 202.
Temporary casino: site, q 484; establishment, q 1112.
Melbourne casino, q 608, q 710, q 1022, q 1343,
q 1344. Bendigo Tabaret, q 6(J9. Performance of
industry, q 714. Licences: Fitzroy Football Club, 772;
Vermont Football Club, 990.
Gaming Machine Control (Amendment) Bill, 607, 618,
849.
Government Departments and Instrumentalities Tendering for government-funded training courses,
q 13.
Institute of Educational Administration (Repeal) Bill,
608, 718, 1260.
Interpretation of Legislation (Amendment) Bill, 232,
247.
Law Courts - Reports: Supreme Court judges, 75;
County Court judges, 75; Magistrates Court, 1083.
Judges' comments on rape cases, 913.
Legal Profession Practice (Guarantee Fund) Bill, 399,
479,898,899,900.
Local Government - Youth facilities in Port
Melbourne, 389.
Members - Qualification of Hon. K. M. Smith, 77.
Museum of Victoria - Government plans, q 1024.
Overseas Projects Corporation of Victoria Ltd Report, 148.
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Points of Order -Offensive remarks, 83, 1211.
Reading of speeches, 470. Matter already raised, 605.
Answers to questions on notice, 614.

Residential Tenancies (Water and Utilities Charges)
Bill, 440, 492, 495, 497, 498, 499.

Sentencing (Amendment) Bill, 835, 909, 1195.

Shop Trading (Further Amendment) (Amendment)
Bill, 253, 273.

State Library of Victoria - Director, q 1112.

State Deficit Levy (Amendment) Bill, 1048.

Tertiary Education Bill, 607, 623, 767, 768.

Transport Accident Commission - Privatisation, 217.

Vermont Football Club - Gaming licence, 990.

WorkCover-

Victoria State Opera - Funding arrangements, q 13,
q 70, q 71, 772, 861, 1485.
Vocational Education and Training (College
Employment) Bill, 240, 250, 595, 596, 597, 598, 599,
600,601,602.
Women's Affairs - Policies, 548.
Youth Affairs - Facilities in Port Melbourne, 389.

Authority - Transfer of funds from former Accident
Compensation Tribunal, 99,127. Statement by
chief executive, q 146.
Gmual- Rehabilitation system, 65, 67. Conflict of
interest of conciliator, 94. Preparation of
legislation by legal consultants, 192, q 205.
Certificate of incapacity, q 330. Notional earnings
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Transport Accident Commission - Privatisation, 214.

WorkCover - Transfer of funds from former
Transport Accident Tribunal, 126.

WorkCover - Levies, q 712.
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Budget - Treasurer's statement, 349.

Education Acts (Teachers) Bill, 1224.
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remarks, 1447.

Local Government -Central business district council,
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State Deficit Levy - Application, q 131. Inability to
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State Deficit Levy (Amendment) Bill, 1043.
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Gaming Machine Control (Amendment) Bill, 835, 852,
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mishandling of industrial relations, 991.

Major Projects - Museum of Victoria site, q 132, q 134,
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M useum of Victoria - Site, q 132, q 134, q 804, q 916,
q 1024, q 1433.
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Pay-roll Tax (Amendment) Bill, 525.

Audit (Tender Board) Bill, 739.

Petrol Levy - Application, 679.
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Finance, 189, 190. Offensive remarks, 490, 962, 967.
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Stamps (Amendment) Bill, 754.
State Deficit Levy - Duration, q 51.

Emergency Services Superannuation (Special
Payments) Bill, 1424.

State Deficit Levy (Amendment) Bill, 1015.
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Superannuation - Public sector, 297.

State Electricity Commission -Continuation, 1425.
Superannuation (Compliance) Bill, 1408.

Financial Institutions Duty (Amendment) Bill, 500.
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Fitzroy Football Club - Gaming licence, 771.

Tattersall Consultations (Reporting) Bill, 1405.

Freedom of Information - Charges for requests, q 329.

Transport Accident Commission - Advertising, q 12.
Privatisation, 207, 231.
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