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The SPEAKER (Hon. J. E. Delzoppo) took the chair
at 10.04 a.m. and read the prayer.

PETmON
The Oerk - I have received the following
petition for presentation to Parliament:

Metropolitan Ambulance Service
To the Honourable the Speaker and members of the
Legislative Assembly in Parliament assembled:
The humble petition of the citizens of the state of
Victoria sheweth that we are extremely concerned with
the Metropolitan Ambulance Service's inability to meet
demand for its services.
Your petitioners therefore pray that the budget cuts to
the Metropolitan Ambulance Service are reversed with
a view to further increasing funding to cope with
demand.
And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

By Mr Thwaites (2299 signatures) and Mr Baker (76
signatures)
Laid on table.

ADJOURNMENT
Mr GUDE (Minister for Industry and
Employment) - I move:
That the house, at its rising, adjourn until Tuesday,
13 September 1994.

Motion agreed to.

AGRICULTURAL AND VETERINARY
CHEMICALS (VICTORIA) BILL
Second reading
Mr W. D. McGRArn (Minister for
Agriculture) - I move:
That this bill be now read a second time.

The Agricultural and Veterinary Chemicals
(Victoria) Bill 1994 has one main objective:
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to enable the national registration scheme for
agricultural and veterinary chemicals to operate
in Victoria.

This bill is the culmination of a vision adopted
wholeheartedly by industry and government alike to
establish a uniform national regulatory system for
agricultural and veterinary chemicals.
The role of agricultural and veterinary chemicals has
been highly regulated in most developed countries,
including Australia, because of the potential for
adverse effects. Agricultural and veterinary
chemicals are vital to the profitability and success of
modem Australian agriculture, the maintenance of
urban amenity, the preservation of public health and
the control of pests, disease and weeds. Registration
of these chemicals seeks to reduce any possible
hazards to public health, the environment,
occupational health and safety and to enhance the
export potential of our agricultural products.
Currently, in Australia registration is controlled by
each state.
The national registration scheme will replace the
separate schemes for evaluating and registering
chemicals existing in individual states. This is a
substantial and appropriate move forward in the
regulation of agricultural and veterinary chemical
products. It is a move that is directly in line with the
government's micro-economic reform strategy.
For many years the states have cooperated with each
other and commonwealth agencies to share
resources and expertise in the scrutiny of these
chemicals. In recent years it has been beyond the
resources of anyone state to provide the necessary
expertise to examine all aspects of a chemical during
the pre-registration process; in effect, many aspects
of the registration system have operated at a
national level for some years.
In addition the development and marketing of
agricultural chemical products by the chemical
industry is based on factors that have little to do
with state boundaries. It is inappropriate that such
boundaries provide additional hurdles to the
chemical industry through the form of varying
registration requirements.
Victoria has played a Significant part in the
development of the national registration scheme and
throughout this process has worked closely with the
commonwealth and other states and territories. The
major aim has been to ensure that the national
scheme subjects the vast range of agricultural and
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veterinary chemicals to a high degree of scrutiny
before products are released onto the market. The
community demands that this be done and it is
necessary to preserve the sustainability of
agriculture in Australia.
I turn now to the provisions of the Bill. It is
proposed that the manner in which the national
registration scheme will be adopted in Victoria is
through the passage of this bill, which will apply the
Agvet code as set out in the Agricultural and
Veterinary Chemicals Code Act 1994 of the
commonwealth as a law of Victoria. This method of
adoption will ensure national uniformity. Similar
adoptive legislation is under consideration in most
other states. South Australia has already passed
such legislation.
The Agvet code is the centrepiece of the legislation.
It provides a uniform regulatory system for

agricultural and veterinary chemicals including
clearance, registration, standards, permits and
enforcement procedures. To all intents and purposes
the Agvet code finalises the transfer of a previously
existing state-based regulatory system to a uniform
national scheme. The legislative package provides
for the national registration authority to control
agricultural and veterinary chemicals up to and
including the point of sale. Control of use beyond
the point of sale will remain a state responsibility.
To help ensure that the Agvet code in Victoria
together with the code in each other jurisdiction
operates so far as possible on a uniform basis
throughout Australia, the bill provides that certain
commonwealth administrative laws and prosecution
arrangements will apply to the scheme in Victoria.
In addition, I wish to make a statement under

section 85(5) of the Constitution Act 1975 of the
reason for altering or varying that section by the bill.
Clause 31(4) of the bill is intended to alter or vary
section 85 of the Constitution Act 1975 to the extent
necessary to prevent the bringing before the
Supreme Court of any action, suit or proceeding
referred to in clause 31(1). Clause 31(1) in effect
provides that no action, suit or other proceeding for
damages lies against Victoria or its responsible
officer as a result of certain matters arising from the
administration and operation of the national
registration scheme. The reason for preventing the
bringing of these proceedings is to protect the state
from potential liabilities arising out of the operation
of the scheme at a national level and its
administration by the national registration authority.
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Although the proposed bill applies the Agvet code
as a law of Victoria it provides a mechanism that
will enable specified laws of the state to have effect
despite the Agvet code. The Agvet code has been
specifically designed to operate without conflict
with other current state laws. However, this
provision allows Victoria a method of problem
solving should the need arise. It is important to note
that to date detailed scrutiny of the Agvet code has
revealed no overlap of laws within Victoria.
To enable satisfactory dovetailing of the Agvet code
with state control of use legislation, consequential
amendments will be made to the Agricultural and
Veterinary Chemicals Act 1992. They are of a
consequential or tedmical nature and serve to bring
Victorian control of use legislation into line with the
Agvet code. At present Victoria is the only state to
have control of use legislation that consolidates
virtually all the control of use requirements for
agricultural and veterinary chemicals under the one
act. The amendments will serve to ensure that when
the scheme is fully operational Victoria will have
cohesive control of use legislation that operates hand
in hand with the national regulatory system.
The national registration scheme contains provisions
that will ensure improved public participation and
greater availability of information for the public. The
scheme also incorporates a formal and systematic
program for reviewing old chemicals to ensure that
they meet contemporary safety and performance
standards. Products that are unable to meet those
standards will be deregistered.
An important aspect of the operations of the national
registration authority will be the ability to recall
stocks of products not complying with registration
requirements or those products that have been
found to present a risk to public health or trade.
Surveillance of compliance with the requirements of
the national regulatory system will be carried out
through a network of authorised officers from the
state Department of Agriculture. The system will be
funded by the commonwealth and backed by an
agreement which will include a plan for compliance
opera tions.
The Agvet code contains extensive provisions that
allow an applicant to have a decision of the national
registration authority reviewed. The national
registration authority can be requested by the
applicant to reconsider the decision with the matter
being referred to the commonwealth Administrative
Appeals Tribunal only if the matter remains
unresolved.
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The national registration authority, which has been
established to administer the national registration
scheme, has a board of directors, two of whom are
currently from Victoria.
There is widespread support for the national
regulatory system from the chemical and rural
industries and from state and national regulatory
authorities. The intention is that no-one will be
disadvantaged during the changeover from the state
to the national system. All agricultural and
veterinary chemicals that are currently registered in
Victoria will automatically transfer to the national
registration system when it becomes operational in
this state.
States, territories and the commonwealth will
continue to work together closely to ensure that our
controls over agricultural and veterinary chemical
products continue to be applied appropriately to
protect the health and welfare of the people of
Victoria and the agricultural industry of the state.
I commend the bill to the house.
Debate adjourned on motion of Ms MARPLE
(Altona).
Debate adjourned until Thursday, 22 September.

MARGARINE (REPEAL) BILL
Second reading
Mr W. D. McGRATH (Minister for
Agriculture) - I move:
That this bill be now read a second time.

The bill repeals the Margarine Act 1975 in its
entirety and provides for the rebate of licence fees
paid in the current financial year by Victorian
margarine manufacturers.
Historically, the Margarine Act has played an
important role in protecting against consumer
misrepresentation about margarine and in
minimising the possibility of unfair competition
between margarine and butter sales. The influence
of the act has diminished over time as a consequence
of legislative changes and the increased
sophistication of both the margarine and dairy
industries.
A process was developed last century for producing
an emulsion of animal fats that could be passed off
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as butter. The product could be produced more
cheaply than butter and was known as
oleomargarine. Legislation was passed in a number
of countries to ensure against consumer
misrepresentation.
The Victorian Parliament first passed a Margarine
Act in 1893, providing that margarine must not be
coloured to resemble butter, that margarine must be
sold in cube fonn in blocks of a t least two pounds
and that every package must be clearly labelled
'margarine'.
Changes to the Act were made in 1940, requiring
margarine manufacturers to be licensed and
imposing production quotas, limiting total
production in Victoria to 1196 tons. This legislation,
in addition to protecting the consumer from fraud,
also supported the dairy industry from what was
then regarded as unfair competition from a product
perceived to be inferior. Similar legislation was put
in place in all states.
Increasing demand for margarine encouraged some
other of the states in the 1960s to increase their quota
levels. This meant that manufacturers in those states
could produce enough margarine to sell substantial
quantities in Victoria, to the detriment of both local
margarine manufacturers and the dairy industry.
In the 1960s and 1970s, other states, where dairying
is not as significant as in Victoria, repealed their
quotas and other restrictions on margarine. Table
margarines then became widely available in all
states, with butter losing market share to margarine.
In 1990, the quota restrictions of the Margarine Act
were abolished. Production in Victoria, which is
25 000 to 30 000 tonnes annually, has subsequently
expanded and Victorian manufacturers now
generally produce enough to satisfy the Victorian
market. Prior to this, most margarine consumed in
Victoria was produced in New South Wales.

The repeal of the act will abolish licensing
controls -presently manufacturers must pay an
annual fee of $5 on each tonne produced - as well
as labelling and packaging restrictions. Consumer
protection is now comprehensively provided
through the national food standards code.
Repeal of the act is consistent with the state
government's strong commitment to create a less
restrictive and more competitive economic
environment for the state, the government's support
for the principles of mutual recognition and the

AGRICULTURE (REGISTERED OCCUPATIONS) BILL
ASSEMBLY

154

development of a national competition policy.
Repeal is also consistent with the government's food
initiative coordinated through Food Victoria.
The dairy industry has developed into a highly
efficient and competitive industry with wide
product diversification, and it no longer requires
any support that might be afforded by the
Margarine Act. In any case, repeal of the act is not
expected to cause any Significant shifts in the
relative market shares of margarine and butter.
Repeal of the act is supported by both margarine
manufacturers and dairy manufacturers.
Any future legitimate consumer and industry
concerns about equitable treatment of butter and
margarine can be addressed in relevant food
standards legislation.
I commend the bill to the house.
Debate adjourned on motion of Ms MARPLE
(Altona).
Mr W. D. McGRATH (Minister for
Agriculture) - I move:
lbat the debate be adjourned until Thursday,
15 September.

To aid the rwming of the house, and bearing in
mind that the bill involves simply the repealing of
an existing act to which I do not think there will be
too much opposition, a one-week rather than a
two-week adjournment would be preferable. A
one-week adjournment allows us to debate the bill
on Thursday of next week rather than having to wait
until this time two weeks hence. For that reason I
request that the shadow minister accede to a
one-week adjournment
Ms MARPLE (Altona) - Given the type of bill

we are discussing, the opposition is happy for the
bill to be adjourned for only one week.
Motion agreed to and debate adjourned until
Thursday, lS September.

AGRICULTURE (REGISTERED
OCCUPATIONS) BILL
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lbat this bill be now read a second time.

The bill forms part of the government's commitment
to deregister a range of partially registered
occupations in line with mutual recognition
legislation and its commitment to create a less
restrictive and more competitive economic
environment for Victoria.
The major purpose of the bill is to repeal the
registration requirements for the partially registered
occupations of dried fruits c1asser and animal
experimenter.
I shall provide some background on the bill and
then deal briefly with its major proposals.
In 1992 a national review of partially registered
occupations was initiated by heads of government
as part of the efforts of the Council of Australian
Governments to remove unnecessary regulation that
impacts on business and employment. This initiative
complemented action already taken on the
introduction of mutual recognition arrangements to
help develop a national marketplace in Australia.

The registration of occupations in some, but not all,
jurisdictions can be an impediment to the movement
of labour throughout Australia. The review
examined the need for continued registration of
occupations that were only registered in some
jurisdictions.
Heads of government determined that the only
grounds for retaining registration of such
occupations would be that Significant public health
and safety issues would arise from deregistration.
The review recommended the deregistration of most
of the 70 partially registered occupations in Victoria.
In response to the national review, the government
endorsed the deregulation of a large number of the
occupations recommended for deregistration. Three
partially registered occupations within the
agriculture portfolio are yet to be deregistered. Two
occupations, dried fruits c1asser and animal
experimenter, are to be deregistered by this bill. The
third occupation, artificial breeder operator, is to be
deregistered in the future as part of the
government's initiative to consolidate livestock
disease control legislation.

Second reading
Mr W. D. McGRATH (Minister for
Agriculture) - I move:

A dried fruits classer is currently licensed by the
Victorian Dried Fruits Board. A licensed classer may
be employed by the board to class fruit prior to its
entry into a packing house. The board is the only
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employer of elassers, and the retention of a licensing
scheme is wmecessary. The bill will repeal the
licensing provision in the Dried Fruits Act 1958 for
classers. The board may then employ suitable people
to class dried fruits, which is its central function.
Animal experimenters are currently registered by
the Department of Agriculture under the Prevention
of Cruelty to Animals Act 1986 to ensure that only
qualified people carry out scientific procedures on
animals. This bill will repeal the requirement for
registration of experimenters and will ensure that
the animal experimentation ethics committees,
which already exist at all licensed establishments,
approve of any person proposing to carry out
scientific procedures on animals. The bill will also
make it an offence for any person to carry out
procedures in contravention of the licence conditions.
Anyone carrying out scientific procedures on
animals without the prior approval of the ethics
committee will therefore risk prosecution.
The government is satisfied that it can continue to
adequately protect the welfare of animals used in
scientific procedures from untrained operators
without the registration process by requiring
persons to obtain the approval of the animal
experimentation ethics committees to conduct
scientific procedures on animals. At the same time
the government will fulfil its obligations to
deregister this partially registered occupation in line
with mutual recognition legislation.
The bill will ensure that methods for the approval of
individuals as experimenters are similar to personal
licensing systems that exist in other states. The result
will be that research scientists moving to Victoria
will not have to seek to be registered with the
Department of Agriculture and will face an approval
process no more restrictive than one in their state of
origin. A less restrictive interstate exchange of
personal will enhance the competitiveness of
Victoria in the context of research and development,
which must necessarily involve animals.
I draw the attention of honourable members to the
extensive requirements under the Prevention of
Cruelty to Animals Act 1986 which ensure the
welfare of animals subject to scientific procedures.
Scientific procedures are defined in terms of what
animals are subjected to for the purposes of
research, testing and education. Scientific
establishments must be licensed and must fonn an
animal experimentation ethics committee which
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must approve of any particular scientific procedures
before they begin.
The experience and maturity of ethics committees
have developed to such a degree since the
introduction of the act in 1986 that approval of
experimenters is well within their capability and no
longer required to be undertaken directly by
government The addition of an offence for
experimenters to proceed without the permission of
an ethics committee will also emphasise to them the
importance of protecting animals used in research.
The government has detennined, through the
consulting process of the Animal Welfare Advisory
Committee, that animal welfare organisations and
research scientists have accepted the provisions of
this bill as it relates to animal experimentation.
This bill will deregister two partially registered
occupations in line with the requirements of mutual
recognition. In relation to the important issue of
animal welfare the bill will ensure that adequate
checks and controls remain for the approval of
animal experimenters.
I commend the bill to the house.
Debate adjourned on motion of Ms MARPLE
(Altona).
Debate adjourned until Thursday, 22 September.

LIQUOR CONTROL (AMENDMENT)
BILL
Second reading
Mr HEFFERNAN (Minister for Small
Business) - I move:
That this bill be now read a second time.

The purpose of this bill is to make amendments to
the Liquor Control Act 1987. This bill is introduced
to give further effect to the government's plans to
transfer the collection of licence fees payable under
the act from the Liquor Licensing Commission to the
State Revenue Office and enhance the efficiency of
collection of those fees and compliance with the act.
The liquor Control Act already enables the chief
executive officer to delegate the collection of those
licence fees to the Commissioner of State Revenue
and those staff authorised by the commissioner. This
bill will supplement the matters that may be
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undertaken by the State Revenue Office in
connection with the recovery of licence fees.
This bill introduces modern recovery provisions into
the act which are based upon recovery provisions in
the Business Franchise (Tobacco) Act 1974. These
provisions will make legal proceedings for the
recovery of outstanding fees payable under the act
more simple. The amendments will also enable the
recovery of outstanding licence fees from any third
party who owes money to the licensed person. This
is similar to recovery powers under other revenue
acts.

The bill also introduces evidentiary provisions to
facilitate recovery proceedings either by the chief
executive officer or the Commissioner of State
Revenue. These provisions are also based upon
provisions in the Business Franchise (Tobacco) Act
1974 and are consistent with provisions in a number
of revenue acts. The amendments allow the chief
executive officer and the Commissioner of State
Revenue to prove various matters by certificate.
The amendments also extend the investigation
powers under the act to the Commissioner of State
Revenue. Staff of the commissioner will have the
power to demand entry to and to enter, remain in
and search licensed premises to ensure compliance
with the payment of fees under the act.
This bill furthers the government's commitment to
increased rationalisation and efficiency in revenue
administration and collection. It introduces recovery
and evidentiary provisions consistent with other
regulatory legislation by which licence fees are
collected. These provisions will facilitate the efficient
collection of licence fees and protect the revenue by
enhancing compliance with the act
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The purpose of the bill is to strengthen the
enforcement and penalty provisions of the Lotteries
Gaming and Betting Act in relation to illegal SP
betting and extend the liability of offenders for
retrospective assessment of turnover tax under the
relevant provisions of the Stamps Act. The bill also
includes a machinery change for the approval of
certain groups of races in respect of which odds may
be advertised for feature doubles betting.
The government introduced legislation in the
autumn sitting of Parliament to enable racecourse
bookmakers to accept bets by telephone from
offcourse clients as a legal alternative for fixed-odds
betting by those persons unable to attend race
meetings. The legislation was supported by the
racing industry in combination with renewed efforts
to suppress illegal SP bookmaking.
Although the legislation dealing with illegal betting
in Victoria is regarded by the police as generally
being adequate, weaknesses have been identified,
largely as a consequence of the use of modern
communications technology by illegal operators and
their ability to relocate the base of their operations in
other jurisdictions in order to avoid the more severe
penalties for second and subsequent offences in any
one jurisdiction. This issue has been discussed at a
national conference of ministers responsible for
racing, and all states and territories have agreed in
principle with the need for offences in any
jurisdiction to be taken into account in assessing
penalties for illegal betting.
There is also an inconsistency in the current
legislation whereby offenders are liable for
retrospective assessment of turnover tax under the
Stamps Act for offences involving street betting and
betting on premises but are not so liable for offences
involving the possession of instruments of betting.

I commend the bill to the house.

Debate adjourned on motion of Mr DOLLIS
(Richmond).
Debate adjourned until Thursday, 22 September.

LOTIERIES GAMING AND BETTING
(BETTING) BILL
Second reading
Mr REYNOLDS (Minister for Sport, Recreation
and Racing) - I move:
That this bill be now read a second time.

The bill provides for the recognition of prior illegal
betting offences in another state or territory for
penalty purposes; strengthens the provisions dealing
with unauthorised dissemination of betting
information to recognise the use of modem
communications technology; and provides for the
retrospective assessment of turnover tax for offences
involving the possession of instruments of betting.
The bill also deletes all references to specific groups
of races in respect of which odds may be advertised
for feature doubles betting, and provides for their
approval by way of notice published in the VictoriJln
Government Gazette. This is a sensible approach that
will provide a single point of reference for all
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approved races and eliminate the need for amending
legislation when race names are changed. A case in
point is the Victoria Handicap and Sandown Park
Cup double currently specified in the act but which
now involves the Victoria Handicap and the Easter
Cup.
The bill delivers the government's policy
commitment to increase the drive to eliminate illegal
SP betting and complements measures taken to
protect the continued viability of licensed racecourse
bookmakers.
I commend the bill to the House.
Debate adjourned on motion of Mrs WILSON
(Dandenong North).
Debate adjourned until Thursday, 22 September.

FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT
(AMENDMENT) BILL
Second reading
Mr I. W. SMITH (Minister for Finance) - I move:
That this bill be now read a second time.

The main purpose of the bill is to incorporate two
new parts in the Financial Management Act 1994.
These parts provide for the establishment of the
Victorian Government Purchasing Board; and
powers for the minister to purchase by agreement or
compulsory acquisition any land required for
construction, completion or extension of any public
works or for any related purpose.
The Victorian Government Purchasing Board (the
board) will be responsible for achieving the
commercial objectives of the government's
purchasing reform program. The State Tender
Board, provided for under the Supply Management
Regulations 1994, will be abolished and replaced by
the board.
The new board will establish supply management
policies and practices and issue guidelines,
consistent with directions of the minister, to assist
departments in their acquisition of goods, works and
services.

In addition, the board will have the power to
authorise government departments to undertake
and manage their own purchasing and tendering
processes. The devolution of responsibility for
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departments' purchasing procedures has occurred
as far back as 1981. Bodies such as the former
Country Roads Board, the Forests Commission and
the Victorian Railways Board, when they were
operating through the public account, were allowed
flexibility by exemptions to the then treasury
regulations. The exemptions were based on the fact
that these bodies had adequate procedures which
provided accountability for purchasing goods and
services.
Although the newly appointed board will be able to
authorise and exempt departments, accountable
officers will be required to audit compliance with
supply poliCY, ministerial directions and board
guidelines, and report the results of such audits to
the board. Any breaches of supply policy or
directions will see the department's exemption
withdrawn in whole or in part on the basis that it is
not meeting the very high standards that are
required to ensure accountability and probity.
The bill places accountability for supply
management where it should be, with the
accountable officer, rather than being tied up in a
highly centralised tender process. The board will
promote probity and publiC accountability in
departmental purchasing and tendering. As part of
its function the board will ensure improved supply
management practices through the development of
standards and performance measures and the
provision of advice on contracting services, staff
training and authorisations.
The board will play a key role in the maximisation of
savings to government in purchasing goods and
services through value-for-money practices, and
open and effective competition. In the limited
number of cases where it is necessary to secure
savings from bulk purchaSing the minister will
enforce compliance with central contracts arranged
by the board - for example, in the purchase of
petroleum.
The bill also repeals provisions in the Public Lands
and Works Act 1964. In particular the bill empowers
the minister, under the Financial Management Act,
to purchase by agreement or to compulsorily acquire
land in accordance with the Land Acquisition and
Compensation Act 1986.
Other amendments to the Financial Management
Act 1994 are included in the bill. These relate to
defining the new board; allowing reports of public
bodies to be for a period other than 12 months in the
year they are established or abolished; clarifying the
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liabilities to be reported in the annual statement of
financial operations required by the Financial
Management Act 1994; clarifying the reporting
requirements of a department as defined in the
Public Sector Management Act 1992; and recovering
overpayments to an employee that have not been
repaid on cessation of employment.

I shall now demonstrate this case. Following the
proroguing of Parliament and the new opening we
have recently witnessed, it is an appropriate time to
outline the effects of the Liberal government's
policies on ordinary Victorians over the past two
years and to question the fundamentals that drive
that policy.

The bill also includes consequential amendments to
other acts, namely the Alcoholics and
Drug-Dependent Persons Act 1968; the Financial
Management (Consequential Amendments) Act
1994; the Housing Act 1983 in relation to reporting
which the Financial Management Act 1994 now
encompasses; and the Transport Act 1983 to provide
for global budgeting in rela tion to transport
authorities.

It is no secret that the new Kennett government, as it
calls itself now, made a sacrifice of the Victorian
people on the altar of economic rationalism. It has
pursued a narrowed, flawed economic ideology
without concern for any impacts there might be on
the very people it governs and represents. The
Kennett government is not interested in the impact
that its policies may have on social, cultural or
environmental concerns. There is a mounting body
of work that claims that its economic agenda is
fundamentally flawed.

In addition the bill provides for improved efficiency
in the financial management processes of the
Parliament. Amendments to the Parliamentary
Committees Act 1968 will allow preSiding officers
the operational flexibility and responsibility for the
day-to-day management of committee finances. A
minor amendment is made to the University of
Ballarat Act 1993 to ensure that the annual
accounting and reporting provisions of the Financial
Management Act 1994 are applicable to the
university.
I commend the bill to the House.
Debate adjourned on motion of Mr DOLLIS
(Richmond).
Debate adjourned until Thursday, 22 September.
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The people of Victoria cannot have a great deal of
confidence in a government that peddles an
ideology that has been discredited in the United
Kingdom and discredited in the last election in the
United States. The danger for Victoria is that the
Premier and the Treasurer, in their obsessive
pursuance of a lbatcherite model, will in the end
deliver similar results to those delivered by
conservative governments throughout the 19805.
The legacy of Thatcherism in Britain and the United
Kingdom in particular is a greater polarisation
between the rich and the poor, and between
growing and stagnating regions; collapse of social
and public infrastructure, requiring billions of
pounds of investment to restore the infrastructure to
what it was in the 1970s; enormous price hikes in
water, gas and electricity charges; and one of the
lowest economic standards of living in Europe.

Address-in-reply
In short, the British experience is hardly one that we
Debate resumed from 7 September: motion of
Mr Wells (Wantirna) for adoption of
address-in-reply.
Mc DOLUS (Richmond) - I have pleasure in
joining the debate on the address-in-reply to His
Excellency the Governor's speech. In his opening
remarks His Excellency said that the opening of the
second session of the 52nd Parliament provides the
means to reflect and review. Unfortunately, there is
nothing reflective in the government's program. The
government has refused to review some of its major
oppressive economic measures, including the $100
poll tax.

would wish to emulate in Victoria, yet that is
precisely what the government is doing. Consistent
with the government's Thatcherite ideology, the
Kennett government has now become an
anti-government government. It does not like the
bureaucracy and it hates government regulation.
The irony - and talking about contradiction this is
one of the greatest ones! -is that the Kennett
government is more interventionist than any
previous government this state has seen. It has a
higher taxing regime than any government in
Australia. There is a gap between government
rhetoric and action, but this is the new pragmatic
approach that the government is following with the
opening of this new session of P~rliament.
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lbis government is not only anti-government, it is
also anti-democratic and dictatorial in style. Some
time ago the Premier had the gall to say to the
people of Victoria 'Trust me'. We have often spoken
about the trust given by the people of Victoria to this
government, but after all the intimidation, threats
and bullying Mr Kennett still says to the people of
Victoria, 'Trust me'. But, what does he argue? He
argues that all the cuts in education, health and
community services are for a very good cause, that
is, to get the state working again, but what is the
reality? The reality is that an increasing number of
Victorians no longer trust this government, for a
very good reason. The government has betrayed the
very trust that was given to it by the people of
Victoria at the last election. The trust began to
disappear quickly as the 'For Sale' signs went up
outside neighbourhood schools and households
were slugged with more taxes, again and again
making Victoria the highest taxing state in the
country.
I shall now talk about some of the increased water
prices and the privatisation of Melbourne Water.
The government's privatisation agenda includes
Melbourne Water. In recent days we have read a lot
about the government's difficulty in pushing
through its electricity privatisation. Although
country consumers should rightly be concerned
about the abolition of a uniform tariff, I believe there
would have been even more concern if they were
aware of the experience of the privatisation of
utilities in the United Kingdom.
I shall firstly retrace what the government has done
with Melbourne Water to put it into context. Earlier
this year, the Kennett government announced its
decision to increase user-pay charges. Water is a
basic human need and it should not simply be
treated as a commodity. That is one fundamental
difference between the opposition and the
government. Under this government's policy, water
will become a luxury item for many families.
Low-income earners, sole parents and pensioners
will not be able to afford it. Victoria has already been
hit with massive increases in electricity, gas, public
transport and car registration charges. Now, they
have been hit with an extra water bill of $23.
Increased water charges are not about water
conservation, they are about punishing average
householders every time they turn on the tap. Many
residents who have been hit with increased charges
do not have the capacity or the resources to change
their appliances and water systems to change their
consumption.
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While the larger water consumers owning
invaluable property in suburbs such as Toorak and
Brighton will receive a substantial reduction in their
water bills, the ordinary punter across this state will
be paying more. The split of Melbourne Water is
also likely to lead to a loss of an economy of scale.
Each of the new companies created, and there will
be five of them, will have their own management,
marketing strategy, billing system, industrial
relation consultants and other things. It goes against
the conclusion of a consultant's report
commissioned by Melbourne Water about
improving its services and management.
Claims of increased competition are just false. For
those who wish to understand what is happening,
Melbourne Water was formed in the 1890s because
previous piecemeal approaches to the problem of
providing adequate water and sewerage for a large
city had failed miserably.
Throughout the past hundred years Labor has
managed, to a large extent with the assistance of
various conservative governments, to transform
Melbourne Water from a cumbersome bureaucracy
to an organisation whose service delivery is carried
out in an environmental context. That was important
as we were heading into the 1980s.
The real agenda behind the splitting up of
Melbourne Water and increased charges is that it
will make it much more attractive for privatisation.
Three large companies which are active
internationally - Northwest Water in the United
Kingdom, which the former New South Wales
Premier, Mr Greiner, is associated with, Compagnie
Generale des Eaux and Compagnie Lyonnaise des
Eaux, both from France - are very interested in
acquiring anything that is associated with water in
Australia. These companies are keen to obtain a
foothold in Asia.
If honourable members understand the growing
Asian region, they will understand why Melbourne
Water represents a very important chance to obtain
a steady stream of profits - profits which will be
going overseas - Australian technology and a base
in this region to begin to sell water services to the
rapidly growing Asian region.

Over the next 20 years Asian cities will go through
some important changes, and water management
will be one of those. That is why Melbourne Water
has become an important proposition in the
government's privatisation program.
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Evidence from Britain indicates that the cost of
privatisation could be very high indeed. A book
titled Water in Australia by Johnson and Rix details
some of those costs. Under this analysis, the costs of
privatisation would represent a windfall to the
purchasers. In the United Kingdom the British
government wrote off more than 5 billion pounds
prior to the privatisation of water utilities. The usual
tactic with all the utilities was that they were
fattened before being privatised, which meant
massive increases in prices and the excusing of debt
before privatisation. The proposition was
appropriate and the profits were there for those who
came in and bought the utilities.
With privatisation, gone is the notion of public
service. The idea that everyone has the right to be
supplied with the basic elements of existence water, heat and light -will also disappear. The
argument is that old-fashioned, monolithic
monopolies are dismantled and replaced by
responsive, entrepreneurial, private companies
offering better, cheaper services to a growing
number of grateful consumers. What a mockery that
argument is! In reality the utilities in the VI< were
looted of the billions of dollars resulting from
massive government investment over many years.
Market rhetoric has disguised the wholesale transfer
of wealth from poor to rich, only marginally
compensated by an increase in consumer choice.
The National Consumer Council stated:
Shareholders have benefited much more than
customers from privatisation.

Water and electricity consumers fared worst. I will
use as an example the VI< experience. On the one
hand, domestic water charges have increased by
between 45 and 82 per cent and electricity rates have
increased by 7 to 14 per cent while international
prices have been falling; on the other hand, share
prices have increased between 110 and 170 per cent
for water and 200 per cent for electricity. Since
privatisation the salary of the chairman of British
Gas has increased by 512 per cent, the chairman of
British Telecom by 713 per cent and the chairman of
Thames Water by 758 per cent.
The other cost of the privatisations to the British
economy and the community was more than 200 000
jobs lost from the utilities alone, and more than that
if associated suppliers and mining jobs are included.
Mr Perton interjected.
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Mr DOLLIS - The honourable member has just
arrived, not realising that we are talking about
British water utilities and not coalmines.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Cunningham) Order! The honourable member is out of his seat and
disorderly.
Mr DOLLIS - Some 200 000 jobs is not a small
number of jobs to be lost. Those lost jobs were never
replaced, despite the promises of the Thatcher
government in the 19805.
Let us return to planning. In a recent speech the
Minister for Planning said that he had no wish to be
seen as a latter-day Cromwell, tramping through
neighbourhoods, laying waste to our traditional
suburban streetscapes and lifestyle. I believe the
minister is true in wishing that, as no-one would
wish to have that epitaph for their work in that
ministry. Nevertheless the metaphor is an
appropriate one for the Kennett government as a
whole. Let me briefly list some of the government's
acts that would have made Cromwell proud.
In many areas schools and kindergartens have
closed down. Child-care, maternal and child health
services have been cut. Tram, train and bus services
have been reduced, with corresponding great
reductions in public transport passenger journeys. In
COWltry areas some rail services have stopped
altogether. Hospitals and ambulance services in
many ways are not available to the majority of
Victorians.
This government, with its so-called new Parliament,
has not addressed any of those fundamental issues.
After the pomp and ceremony of the opening of
Parliament it had the opportunity to deal with the
fundamental issues affecting the people of Victoria;
however, we have not seen any of that happening
either in the address the Governor gave to the
Parliament or in the Treasurer's budget speech,
which we will have an opportunity to debate in the
next two weeks.
I turn now to the environment effects statements the
Minister for Planning has refused to deal with on at
least two occasions. In the past two weeks the
minister has refused two applications for an EES on
projects involving public works. What are those two
public works? First, he gained an exemption from an
environment effects statement applying to the grand
prix in Albert Park. Second, he refused an EES
applying to Vicroads plans to widen Alexandra
Parade. Environment effects statements clearly
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should apply to both proposals. This shows the
community that the government that supposedly
represents it is not serious about taking its concerns
into consideration.
The reality is that inner urban areas of Melbourne
are facing a health crisis of immense proportions if
the proposed widening of Alexandra Parade and the
building of freeways goes ahead. Tens of thousands
more vehicles will move in and out of the city.
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car pollution. Government members should move
away from the simplistic arguments and study the
facts that apply to the people they claim to
represent. It is true, as one honourable member said
recently, that the playing fields of St Kevins College
and some of the other colleges across the freeway
may become killing fields. The Minister for Sport,
Recreation and Racing should take some time to
study the particular document.
Mr Reynolds -It's a bit over the top!

Mr Perton interjected.

The ACflNG SPEAKER - Order! The
honourable member is out of his place and
disorderly.
Mr DOLLIS - There is now a direct link
between air pollution and mortality rates. A study in
one of the world's most prestigious medical
journals, the New England Journal of Medicine, found
that fine particulate air pollution contributes to
increased mortality in certain cities in the United
States of America. In an article' An association
between air pollution and mortality in six US cities'
by Dockery and seven other doctors, dated
December 1993, the authors found Significant effects
of air pollution on mortality. The 16-year study
tracked 8111 people and dealt with age, sex,
smoking status, education level and occupational
exposure to dust, gases and fumes. 1 ask the house to
note the following important pOints.
This is the first published study that has had these
control factors. It is also one of the first studies that
demonstrate the effect of air pollution on people
over a length of time. The risk of death was 26 per
cent higher in the most polluted cities studied
compared with the least polluted cities. The study
has been supported by the American Environment
Protection Agency, the Harvard School of Public
Health in Boston and the Economics Department of
Brigham Young University.
In light of that study the American EPA has
undertaken a review of its air pollution standards. It
has taken the study very seriously. May 1 suggest
that it would be appropriate for the Victorian
Environment Protection AuthOrity to do likewise
because the argument has little to do with whether
one likes or dislikes freeways but with the effect of
all the measures taken by governments over years
on the very people it tries to serve.
For the first time there is an internationally
recognised study that points out clearly the effects of

Mr DOLUS - It may be a bit over the top, but
some children play on those fields. This is the first
study .that has been carried out for many years in
cities that have been associated with freeways, and 1
am talking about the effects of pollution from those
freeways. If consideration is given we may have a
more infonned debate. 1 do not wish to alarm people
unnecessarily.
Mr Reynolds interjected.
Mr DOLUS - I suggest that the minister take
time to read the study. He does not have to agree
with it, he only has to read it and by doing so he
should come to a conclusion. The people in the
United States came to a conclusion.
An article that dealt with the particular case states:
The strength of the observed association between air
pollution and mortality is confirmed by previous
observations of associations between particulate air
pollution and other health end points. Elevated levels
of particulate air pollution have been associated with
declines in lung function or with increases in
respiratory symptoms, such as cough, shortness of
breath, wheezing and asthma attacks. Other studies
have found associations between particu1ate air
pollution and rates of hospitalisation, chronic obtrusive
pulmonary disease and restricted activity due to illness.
The compatibility of the effects of air pollution on
mortality in this study with those observed in
population-based cross-sectional studies and daily
time-series studies provides further evidence for the
conclusion that exposure to air pollution conbibutes to
excess mortality. This study, therefore, provides
additional impetus to the development of strategies to
reduce urban air pollution.

Mr Perton interjected.
Mr DOLUS -If you agree, take the time to read
it and then address the fundamental concerns.
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The conclusion that this leads to is that the suffering
and excessive mortality as a result of air pollution is
preventable. To refuse to conduct an environmental
effects statement in the face of the mounting
evidence of the impacts of air pollution is not only
irresponsible on the part of the minister - it is an
act of criminal negligence. He is actively promoting
higher mortality by refusing to investigate. The
opposition is asking for an investigation, nothing
else, into the health and environment effects of more
cars and fumes in inner Melbourne. An investigation
will give everybody an opportunity to analyse and
contribute to the debate and come to some
conclusions, with the assistance of those who know
considerably more than the honourable member for
Doncaster.1n refusing an EES the minister has
denied persons the right to put their case about any
environment effects that this particular extension
will have. This is a denial of natural justice. In this
way the minister is exposing a future state
government to legal action from and possible
liability for those who suffer detriment to their
health as a result of that decision. The cost in human
suffering and an increased health bill will then be
compounded by the costs associated with the
government's negligence.

If there is to be informed debate and understanding
of the effects of public policy, we should take the
time and have the decency to allow an environment
effects statement to take place in both cases. That
will give us the opportunity to understand the
effects.

In conclusion, I turn to an alternative to the
Governor's speech, a philosophy for all Victorians.
The first principle of such a vision is to meet the
basic needs of all members of the human community
and enhance the life opportunities for the poor, the
weak and groups at the margin of society. If a
society cannot protect the security and wellbeing of
its aged and young, it has failed. The second
principle is to be inclusive. It is not just a matter of a
free market; it means people have control over their
lives, whether it be at home, in the workplace or
anywhere else. The Kennett government could learn
something about inclusivity, because to date it has
shown no signs of it. Unfortunately for the people of
Victoria, the Kennett government has confused
'intrusive' with 'inclusive'.
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into the ways people may come to invest in their
own unhappiness. I suggest if the honourable
member wants to debate ideological questions, he
should take some time to understand them.
The third principle is to have more open and
transparent government. In this way governments
can be held accountable and not just cave in to
vested interests. The fourth principle is to strengthen
the institutions of society - the courts, educational
institutions, union movement and industrial
relations institutions. The fifth principle is to
increase the level of freedom and human rights in
society.
Human rights include civil and political rights as
well as economic rights. Human rights are necessary
for moral and social integrity, something the
government knows nothing about. In real terms this
means the right to food and clean water, adequate
health care, adequate and affordable shelter,
education and participation in community decision
making and, finally, an environmentally sustainable
future and improved environmental quality. They
are the important principles of government.
Over the past 23 months the Kennett government
has left the community much more divided and
fragile than what it was in 1992. What is required is
a change in approach, a philosophical about-face. It
is time the government learnt from its past mistakes.
The so-called new session of Parliament offered an
opportunity for a change of approach but the
government has refused to even consider the
evidence that suggests that it is a divisive
government, an oppressive government, a
government that does not rule on behalf of all
Victorians.
Mr KILGOUR (Shepparton) -It gives me great
pleasure to contribute to the address-in-reply to the
speech made by the Governor, His Excellency the
Honourable Richard E. McGarvie on Tuesday. I fully
support the action of the government in proroguing
the Parliament and affording the people of Victoria
the opportunity to hear from the government
midway through its term the many good things that
are happening in Victoria. It was great to hear the
Governor talk about things such as growth, business
activity, employment opportunity and public
confidence.

Mr Perton interjected.
Mr DOLLIS - The honourable member for
Doncaster must be astute in ideology. A detailed
study of ideology is, among other things, an inquiry

It was interesting to see that there were some
harpers and carpers from the other side of the house
on the front steps of Parliament House carrying on
about the cost of Tuesday's ceremony. They put up a
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card table and ate cakes which I think came from the
tent in the garden! It would be a very sad day
indeed if we gave away things such as the opening
ceremony. It is interesting that the very people
talking about the cost of the ceremony and the
afternoon tea that was provided are happy for their
party to create -what is it -one, two, three
by-elections as a result of the whims of members on
that side of the house who decide they have had
enough of Parliament and want to get out and do
other things. It does not matter to them that
by-elections cost Victorians many tens of thousands
of dollars, yet they are the very people who carry on
about the official ceremony and the celebration of
the opening of Parliament.
It was wonderful to see the Governor and
Mrs McGarvie here taking part in the official part of
the ceremony; it is something we should be able to
talk about. We can go back to our own electorates
and say: have a look at the reforms and the hard
decisions affecting all facets of life that this
government has been prepared to make. We now see
the future of Victoria getting back to what we know
it should be.
Only this morning I attended a breakfast in my
electorate of Shepparton - the food bowl of
Victoria. More than 100 people attended, travelling
up to 80 kilometres to hear four ministers, including
the Deputy Premier and the Minister for
Agriculture, talk about the $22 million that will go
into agriculture and about how the agricultural
industry will now turn around after the 40 per cent
drop in funding it suffered during 10 years under a
I..abor government. The ministers also talked about
research and development to help our fanners
become better producers of food, not only for our
own people but also for the people of Asia and the
southern Pacific who will purchase the high-quality,
clean food Victoria will produce in the future, even
using electricity from the I..atrobe Valley!
The reforms the government has put in place made
the people of the Goulbum Valley come to that
breakfast this morning with smiles and looks of
optimism on their faces saying that things are really
starting to happen in Victoria and that Victoria is on
the move. I have only to look around my own
electorate to see the sorts of reforms and changes
that have been made.
It is interesting that no-one had the ability to make
the changes needed to education. The secondary
college in Shepparton - the tech school as it was

known in the old days - at one time had between
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900 and 1000 students. After it became a secondary
college many students went to other colleges and the
school's enrolment dropped to 300. The government
said, 'There is plenty of room in the other colleges
around. We will close that school with a great saving
to the department and put those students into other
colleges where they will be safe and can continue on
with their education'. The government was then able
to use the building for another purpose.
TIlls is a can-do government whose ministers can get
together. The Minister for Education can talk to the
Minister for Tertiary Education and Training and
make arrangements for the business courses of the
tertiary education system to be taught from the
fonner school in Shepparton. The Goulburn Valley
Community College of TAFE is now finnly
entrenched in that building.
It was good to see the Minister for Tertiary

Education and Training in Shepparton a few weeks
ago to officially open that campus. It will provide
bus~ess students in the Goulbum Valley with
somewhere to operate their computers and involve
them in what will be an important facet of their
education for the future. Yes, this government can
do things! This government has shown that it can
get things done because the activity going on in
education in my electorate has to be seen to be
believed.
The Shepparton area is a vital part of Victoria's
agricultural industry. It was fonnerly a wheat and
sheep area but with the coming of irrigation water in
the 1940s it has become the food bowl of Victoria. H
you flyover the Goulbum Valley you can see the
orchards and dairy farms that produce the quality
food that other countries cannot produce. It is easy
to see why dairy products constitute the largest
amount of produce shipped from the Port of
Melbourne - and those dairy products go to ports
all over the world. The dairy fanners of Victoria can
produce those products as efficiently as farmers
anywhere in the world.
The Minister for Agriculture has ensured
government funding of $5 million for the Institute of
Sustainable Agriculture at Tatura to examine the
problem of salinity and rising water tables in the
Goulbum Valley to ensure that our children and our
children's children will have a productive
agricultural area instead of the salt bowls that are
seen in other parts of Victoria. The people of the
Goulbum Valley can rest assured that that $5 million
will go to research and that it will be used to employ
scientists to ensure that that problem is solved so
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that we can be certain that agriculture will remain a
major part of Victorian industry.
It is wonderful to see the industries that are
expanding in the Goulbum Valley and to visit
Tatura Milk Industries with the Premier and hear
Mr Neil Lowe, the chief executive officer, say
'Mr Premier, the $4 million spent on this area and
the millions of dollars we are spending could not
have been spent if you had not afforded us the
opportunity through your industrial relations
legislation to reform our work force to make it more
productive so that we could then extend our
factory'. It was great to hear him say to the Premier,
'We can now look forward to the future with much
optimism. We can now look forward to competing
with the rest of the world on the dairy market. The
people in charge of the government in Victoria have
made that possible'.
Snow Brand, a Japanese company, has come to
Tatura and set up its factory next to Tatura Milk
Industries. It produces baby food formula for not
only Japan but also the Asian market That company
is using the factory to make sure it can get into the
rest of the Asian market on a competitive basis. The
Rosella factory has spent many millions of dollars
producing good, clean food not only for Victorians
but also for people all over the world.
Mr Hamilton - What about SPC?
Mr KILGOUR - That company led Australia in
industrial relations changes only a few years
ago - the company that was going to go down and
out, the company that the banks refused to roll for
the next season. Company executives sat down with
their staff and said, 'We need to do something to
make us competitive in the world market'. The staff
members said, 'Yes, we will work on Saturdays for
no penalty rates. Yes, we will do things that we did
not normally do. Yes, we will allow our workers to
cross yellow lines that were demarcation lines. Yes,
we will make this company work'. It was only last
week that the company once again produced an
excellent profit, enabling it to expand its operations
in the future. The company is now letting tenders for
further expansion of its factory. This is a great result
for country Victoria and for the people who were
prepared to sit down with management and work
out how to secure their futures. It is great not only
for them but also for the people of the Goulbum
Valley.

Mr Hamilton interjected.
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Mr KILGOUR - As my friend the honourable
member for Morwell says, the Trades Hall Council
was involved about three-quarters of the way
through. It said, That is not good enough. We do
not want you to do that'. But the staff and
management of SPC said, 'We are running the show
and we will do what we can to ensure our future'.
The government understands that water of World
Health Organisation (WHO) standard is required to
operate those industries. The water supply system in
some areas was a long way short of the appropriate
standards, yet nothing was being done. It was
costing industry millions of dollars a year to treat
water to ensure that it could be put into its products.
It is tremendous that the Minister for Natural
Resources has worked with the water industry in the
Goulbum Valley to combine the water boards of
Rodney and Mooroopna with the Shepparton body.
The amalgamated water board is now at the cutting
edge of technology and is at the forefront of
prOViding water for forestry. Using the water from
the sewerage system, hundreds of acres of trees have
been sown to provide for the future of our state.
Tatura has major problems because of the lack of
underground infrastructure to provide water for
industry that meets WHO standards and in coping
with the waste products from those industries. The
amalgamated board was able to say to the people of
Tatura, 'We can help you because the government
has regionalised water boards'.
The Goulbum Valley Water Board was formed by
the successful combination of three water boards.
Last Friday, the Premier had pleasure in opening the
corporate offices of that organisation, which will be
in charge of waste water management and the
provision of water for industry into the future. Other
water boards will join the amalgamated board as
part of the reform process. That is terrific. This
government is a can-do government that is prepared
to make the hard decisions to save millions of
dollars of taxpayers' money. It has improved the
finances of the state and saved millions of dollars to
make it easier for country people to live.
The other day I was pleased to visit the Wilmott

Road school at Shepparton, where the Premier and
Minister for Education opened the satellite
transmission for the interactive television program.
Members of the Labor Party do not have a due
about how that will benefit Victoria because they do
not think beyond the tramlines. The honourable
member for Morwell is the exception. He
understands that because schools in the Latrobe and
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Goulburn valleys and in the Mallee are unable to get
teachers to teach Japanese or Indonesian, the
government has made it possible for students in
small country schools of 40 or SO students to learn
through the interactive television program beamed
in by satellite.
Those students will be supported by teachers who
will also be able to receive lessons on professional
development via satellite. At their Monday night
meetings, school counsellors will be able to view
professional development courses so that they
understand how Schools of the Future will work.
What a great thing for country people.
The government has made that service possible; it
had to take education by the scruff of the neck. I
commend the Minister for Education, and Mr Geoff
Spring, the Director of School Education, and his
department on that. It is time that country people
were provided with an adequate education, which is
why the interactive television system will be of such
benefit
The Minister for Education is prepared to make a
commitment to science and technology and a science
and technology centre will be established in
Shepparton. The centre will work with and examine
the future needs of industry. It will then train people
to assist in future industrial development.
The Minister for Education and the Director of
School Education travelled to the United Kingdom
recently to examine what was happening in that part
of the world. People involved in the new centres at
Geelong, Glen Waverley and Shepparton, who have
also travelled overseas, will put together a package
that will ensure that Victoria's young people are
properly trained.
When I visit schools in my electorate that two years
ago were in decay I see improvements, such as the
new roofs on the Mooroopna Secondary College and
the Gowrie Street Primary School. A small school in
I<ia1la West that was in terrible condition with
palings falling off it now looks fantastic. Those
works were not organised by a bureaucrat on the
23rd floor of the Rialto building; school councils
were given money so that they could get the best
deal possible to upgrade their schools. Because
people in country Victoria are innovative and as
members of school councils and school committees
work to assist their schools, they have achieved up
to 60 per cent more value for the money that is being
allocated to their schools for restoration and
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refurbishment than would otherwise have been the
case.
The Kennett government is a can-do government
operating in a can-do society to ensure that the
education system is reinvigorated. Two years ago
many schools in my electorate were 14 years behind
in cyclical maintenance. School councils are now
undertaking jobs they feel are necessary to upgrade
their schools for the future. Country people are
walking around with their heads held high because
they are now proud of their schools.
The same thing has occurred with the roads system.
The goyemment has thrown down the gauntlet and
imposed a 3 cent levy as part of its Better Roads
program. When travelling from Shepparton to
Melbourne I drive through Nalinga, which had the
worst curve on the highway. That curve has now
been straightened out and a bridge is being built.
Semi-trailer drivers now have fewer problems on
that road. As I said, this is a can-do government - it
is shqwing the people of Victoria that it is putting its
money where its mouth is.
Mr Hamilton interjected.

Mr KILGOUR - I am happy to talk ~bout the
transport system. Some public sector organisations
were costing too much money. The rail system was
an example. Country people can now travel to
Melbourne and other parts of Victoria by coach.
That is how the people of Cobram and Numurkah
travel to Melbourne.
Hoy's Roadlines operates the rail line from
Shepparton to Melbourne. That line has far fewer
excesses than preViously. It does not have a person
working with a little broom because the union will
not let him use a large broom. One person now
deans the train by himself! He also provides
travellers, including me - I travel on the train once
a fortnight - with cups of coffee or tea. That is
unbelievable! You would never hear of that
happening when the transport system was operating
under a Labor administration. When I show the
conductor my gold pass I receive a smile and a,
'Good morning, Mr Kilgour'. He wears a nice blue
uniform and is doing a tremendous job for country
people.
That rail service has been contracted out to people
who want to run it and who want people to travel
on it They are prepared to say, 'Good morning',
because they want passengers on their system. It is
interesting to note that the service now has more
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patronage than ever before. Those improvements
should spread throughout country Victoria, making
it great for people to travel on country transport!
Mr Hamilton interjected.
Mr KILGOUR - Roads are of vital interest to
country Victoria. The Goulbum Valley Highway
should be duplicated between Seymour and
Shepparton. The only reason it has not happened is
that the federal government has not allocated the
funds. It has put money into the Western Highway
and Domain Tunnel projects - with which I do not
have a problem.
The Minister for Roads and Ports has already had
the Goulbum Valley Highway surveyed in
preparation for its upgrading, so when the federal
government provides the necessary funds we will
have a vital link to enable us to get the valley's
produce to Melbourne markets in the shortest
possible time, thereby prOviding the opportunity to
gain the best possible prices.
At a breakfast in Shepparton this morning the
Minister for Agriculture said the changes to the
produce market, which was formerly called the
Fresh Centre, will make us more competitive and
help us get more dollars for our fruit. We will be
able to get our produce to market and have it sold
like never before!
I look forward to seeing the construction of a
duplicated highway to Shepparton. Today the
Minister for Roads and Ports is in Shepparton to
open offices that will be vital if and when a bypass
road is constructed in the area.

Mr Hamilton interjected.
Mr KILGOUR - It is not necessary even in a
marginal seat to make people understand that we
are prOviding the world with clean, fresh food!

When I first became the member for Shepparton one
of the loudest complaints I received was from police,
pointing out the shortage of police numbers in
Shepparton. The Minister for Police and Emergency
Services has made provision for extra personnel to
ensure that Shepparton has enough police officers. I
come from a small country town of 300 or
400 people; I am pleased that the traditional
one-man police stations will be maintained so that
people will continue to receive necessary services.
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On the subject of health people say to me, 'This time
last year we were two years from having an
operation; now I will go into hospital next week'.
That is fabulous for country Victorians. People used
to go to the Goulburn Valley Base Hospital only to
have doctors say, 'Your operation will be sometime
in the future'. That waiting list has been reduced and
most people can be confident of entering hospital for
operations within a week or so.

At the moment the hospital has a problem because
some doctors are looking for more money than the
hospital board is prepared to pay. We cannot be
held to ransom by some people in the community. I
fully support the hospital board saying to the
doctors, 'Fair go, fair crack of the whip. It is time we
all looked at ourselves'.
Mr Hamilton - Don't get crook this week.
Mr KILGOUR - They are anaesthetists. I hope I
don't need an operation next week! That situation
will be resolved by the board in the same way as the
government resolves its problems.
We are looking for the possible combining of
emergency services facilities in Shepparton. I
commend the Minister for Police and Emergency
Services for saying to police and fire officers that
they should not consider building any new
operational centre unless they have a good look at
what can be done to have as many emergency
services as possible on the one site. Many thousands
of dollars can be saved if they work together using
common facilities. We need a new ambulance
service in Shepparton; I look forward to that plan
coming to fruition.
More than 100 smiling faces attended the breakfast
in Shepparton this morning to listen to the minister.
Some people from local government were saying,
'What a great opportwlity you have given us to be
represented as a region'. A city of greater
Shepparton would be a great municipality, bringing
together the Shire of Shepparton, the Shire of
Rodney and some peripheral shires; it would be one
of the strongest municipalities in country Victoria.
Mr Perrin - Dynamic!
Mr KILGOUR - It would be one of the most
dynamic municipalities in Victoria. It is a shame that
to get there people are forced to pay such high petrol
prices.

GOVERNOR'S SPEECH
Thursday. 8 September 1994

ASSEMBLY

I was interested this morning in the enthusiasm of
the local government personnel. Even the chief
executive officers, who may be looking for jobs in
the future, were saying, 'You have done the right
thing and given us the opportunity to get together,
to work together to ensure we are competitive with
the rest of Australia and the world'. I look forward
to seeing that plan come to fruition, just as the
people of Ballarat and Bendigo are looking forward
to and working for the future. The government has
been prepared to say, 'Come together and we will
not only save you a percentage of the rates you have
been paying but be able to provide better services'.
The three shires in my electorate work together,
particularly in the provision of social services, for
the benefit of all three. With the support of the
Minister for Small Business the shires have been able
jointly to establish a community youth centre.
It would be remiss of me if, as a member of the
backbench petrol committee that put the subject on
the agenda for Victoria, I did not talk about petrol
prices, because we must try to solve the problem of
the cost of petrol for country Victorians. How do
you think a petrol station owner in Shepparton feels
when he drives even as far as Bunker Hill at
I<alkallo only to discover that petrol there is sold
more cheaply than he can buy it?
The other day I was interested to hear the
honourable member for Morwell talk about this
problem on ABC radio. He said he had been
complaining about it for 10 years - yet not once did
he try to get the Labor government to do something
about it! We have put it on the federal agenda. The
Attorney-General has brought it to the attention of
both the meeting of Attorneys-General and officers
of the fair trading departments. The situation is
unfair. I support the honourable member for
Morwell in saying something must be done. It is
interesting that when the government came to
power it inherited such a discrepancy in country and
metropolitan petrol prices.
Mr Hamilton interjected.
Mr KILGOUR - Yes, we are prepared to put it
on the agenda; and if we get support from your mob
in Canberra we may be able to get equity and solve
the problem.

It gives me great pleasure to reply to the Governor's
speech and to emphasise that now is an important

time for Victoria. We must continue to press on with
the programs already in place. We must continue to
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understand that ministries cannot overspend, which
we saw happen in the 198Os. We must ensure we get
our debt under control. Then we can put into place a
structure for better roads and other measures to
enhance Victoria's future. I thank the Governor for
coming to Parliament to make a speech on behalf of
the government and the people of Victoria.
I look forward with much optimism to returning to
my electorate and saying to the people, 'Yes, we are
on track. Yes, we are continuing to ensure that you
have a future'. I look forward to telling the people of
the Goulbum Valley that they have a future, as do
their children and their children's children. I look
forward to continuing to work with the government
of this state towards building a great future.
Mr SAND ON (Carrum) - The Governor's
speech is of great importance to this Parliament and
to the people of this state. It sets the pattern so that
people can understand where the government is
going. The thing one notices immediately is how
shallow the speech is.
I wish to extract words from the speech and relate
them to what is happening on the ground. The
government has to be held to account for it what it
says, firstly, by the indications given in the
Governor's speech; secondly, in the responsibilities
of various portfolios; and, thirdly, on matters
relating to personal safety.
I wish also to touch on how Parliament works and
on the partisan attitude of the Premier, the Treasurer
and the executive government. The standards of this
place and the relationship between the executive
government and other honourable members,
particularly opposition members, have declined.
That decline will be to the detriment of the future
operation of the Parliament. Day after day the
Premier and Treasurer engage in personal abuse.
Day after day honourable members witness a
decline in the rights of opposition members through
the changes that are sought to be made. I wish to
comment on those because it is sad to see that
decline.
Relationships between members are becoming
fragile and people are not communicating as much
as they should. The government seeks to have all
Victorians work together but because of the level of
animosity that currently exists in the chamber that
cannot now happen. I regret the animosity that has
been introduced and the way it is carried through in
attacks on the Leader of the Opposition, on his staff
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and on his office. I also express concern about those
attacks.
I begin with specific words used in the Governor's
speech. He said that the government is going to
work 'for the welfare of all Victorians'. I invite
honourable members to consider what has
happened and is happening in education. Let us
look at what is happening to our young people to
test whether the government will work for all
Victorians.
The budget handed down yesterday shows that our
pupil to teacher ratios are above the national
average. In February of this year, the Minister for
Education said that would not happen. In March of
this year, the Director of School Education said that
would not happen. Now it has happened, and the
papers reveal it.
What does it actually mean when you say that our
pupil to teacher ratios are above the national
average? It means that when you take 8500 teachers
out of the state school system, pupils starting their
school careers in prep will probably be in grades of
more than 30 pupils; and that means that they do
not get the care and attention that is so necessary
when they are starting their school education. It
means that they cannot have a teacher ensuring they
are following what is going on. It means that our
children - the. state's most important resource are not getting the quality of education that is vital.
So, from the very first point made in the Governor's
speech one can see that the government fails.
I invite honourable members to consider the impact
that closing more than 260 schools has had on
communities in general and on rural communities in
particular. Is it working for the welfare of all
Victorians to be taking the heart out of so many
small communities? One small community in Munro
in Gippsland is even paying for its own teacher; it is
keeping its school open itself because the
government refuses to fund it Is the government
working for the welfare of all Victorians when one
community has to pay for its own school teacher to
teach its children? I believe the government fails that
test.
One of the worst aspects of the cuts in education
relates to the programs for those kids who most
need help; that is, the remedial programs. One of the
most dramatic ways that this government has
interfered with the learning of our young people has
been by taking away the reading recovery program.
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At some stage in his or her life every student needs
assistance. Here is a government that claims to be
working for the welfare of all and yet in the first of
its cuts in education it has wiped out 1500 remedial
teachers. The result is that a student in our school
system has to sink or swim, as it were. If you are a
student struggling in a large class there is no-one to
take you through remedial programs, no-one to give
you support. No help is provided - you go under.
Is that passing the test of working 'for the welfare of
all Victorians'? Clearly the answer is no.
Another test can be based on the sorts of curricula
we have in our schools. As a result of 8500 teachers
going out, some curriculum items, such as music,
library and art, have become optional extras, yet
educators say that many of those subjects must be
part of a core curriculum.
Our young people are not getting the breadth of
education they deserve. Can you imagine going on
to secondary school if you were not familiar with
what was in a library and did not know how to use a
library to access that information? That is vital to the
success of someone going into a secondary school.
The opportunity for excursions is affected when you
take out 8500 teachers. Students cannot now go on
excursions because teachers who are away on
excursions cannot be replaced - there is no-one
there. What does that mean for opportunities for our
young people to broaden their knowledge and
understanding? It means that many Victorian school
students who require it cannot get access to a
broader curriculum. All honourable members know
of examples of students in rural Victoria for whom,
because of the geographic isolation, it is essential to
travel to Melbourne or other cities. It is a necessary
cognitive and social experience for them and is also
vital to their understanding what happens in the rest
of Victoria.
Pastoral care has gone from secondary schools. I
recall, as I am sure every honourable member can,
needing assistance in my own school days. There are
times when things are not going well at home and
times when, for whatever reason, one cannot grasp
the substance of what is being taught. I was
fortunate to have a teacher who helped me work
through those problems. Since the 1960s our way of
life has changed and there are now many
Single-parent families. Pastoral care is an essential
component of a quality education system. What
happens as a result of so many teachers being driven
out of the state school system is that students do not
receive the care they need.
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Many young people become frustrated due to
various problems, a lack of attention at home or
other difficulties in their lives, and they require
someone to help them work through those
problems. When pastoral care is not available,
clearly you cannot say we are working towards the
advancement of all Victorians.
1his is exacerbated by cuts to other organisations in

our community. I well recall in my own community
the anger management program established for
young people in schools. When I was Minister for
Police and Emergency Services I funded that
program as part of a strategy to reduce violence
against women. When the current government came
to office and introduced cuts, young people who had
been referred to the program were then referred to
non-government agencies; but the government also
cut their budgets. Therefore, problems created by
programs cut from the school curriculum were
compounded by programs curtailed in the
community, demonstrating yet again the
narrow-minded approach of this government.
Working for the welfare of all Victorians means
ensuring that students are able to finish their
Victorian certificate of education and that the
necessary VCE subjects are available - because if
they do not finish it they are four times more likely
to be unemployed! It is absolutely vital that we get
our most important resources, our young people,
through their VCE. Unfortunately, as a result of the
dramatic cuts in teacher numbers subjects that
should be available are no longer available.
More students are having to take up correspondence
through distance education centres. Other students
are travelling long distances on buses to attend other
schools to pick up what should be available locally.
1his is an everyday occurrence in this state. The
government is not working in the interests and
welfare of all Victorians.
One of the worst aspects of the problem in our
schools is the cuts to staff in the Department of
Education headquarters at the Rialto. Many
honourable members have come in here and said,
'Isn't it wonderful how the bureaucracy is being
decimated?' Those people should reflect on the
ramifications of this action in schools. Sure, it is
great to say that we have removed 2000 public
servants from the Rialto in Melbourne, but those
people fail to understand that day after day a new
fax arrives in every school asking those schools to
take on yet another function. Despite the savings
that have been made from the loss of those 2000 jobs
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the resources have not been put back into schools.
Schools are being asked to take on functions that
previously had been undertaken centrally in
Melbourne.
I do not mind decentralisation, but for goodness
sake put the resources with it so that our education
leaders are not involved in administrative trivia, as
is happening now. Our educators are now doing
personnel functions such as Workcare calculations,
long service leave calculations and fundraising; they
have taken on a wide-ranging array of functions
previously done by public servants. Decentralisation
per se is not wrong, but if that step is taken the
government must ensure that we protect and
preserve the educational focus of our schools, which
is not happening at the moment.
Teachers are not being replaced. School
communities are continually discovering that when
a teacher is ill no replacement teacher is available.
Although the budget is there, the funds for that extra
teacher apply after 30 days. Go and ask schools what
happens when someone is sick for a period of less
than 30 days!
Many people do not realise the full extent to which
the cuts have applied in the education area and the
way they impact on our young people. When the
Governor's speech says we will work for the welfare
of all Victorians I use those points to suggest that
that is not happening.
Too often our schools are being asked to fundraise.
As I move around the state principals and school
council presidents tell me that they are now forced
to fundraise in order to provide the broad
curriculum they believe their school communities
want. Students attending a school in the Sunraysia
area have been involved in grape picking to raise
$5000 so that they can make a contribution to the
level and quality of education that their school
community wants. The government has a minister
who has absolved himself of the responsibility to
provide the curriculum that that school wants.
Too often we see fund raising, which in the past was
for extras and add-ons - and school communities
worked hard for those extras and add-ons - being a
necessary and integral part of what should be
provided. That is the way this government has gone.
The Governor's speech talks of working together,
with the linkage between financial, economic and
social outcomes. I wish to make a few comments on
what I believe is necessary for investment in
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education, because I see investment in education as
an investment in the economic growth of the state. I
believe the classroom is where economic growth
starts. If you look at those societies internationally
that are doing well - those societies where
economic growth is greatest -you will find that
they are the very societies investing large amounts
of resources in education.
In Asian societies one can see a direct link between
investment in education and the levels of economic
growth that those commwlities enjoy. This is a result
not of labour market policies, protectionist policies
or export initiatives, but the direct result of saying,
'It is up to us to educate the whole community, not
an elite few'. That clearly does not happen here in so
far as these cuts in education will impact on the level
of economic growth that the Victorian community
will achieve through the 19905.

The Governor's speech refers to quality of services. I
want to test this in the education area and closely
examine the notion of quality services. I was
interested to note in a recent edition of the Victorian
School Education News that Knox Primary School
picked up the satellite dish technology. The article
talked about the satellite coming into the school.
From the outset I should say I was delighted to see
the introduction of satellites to schools because
modem telecommwlications are an essential
component of service delivery, not just for the
police, our prison system or education but across the
board.
Some years ago I undertook a major review of
telecommwlications. As a result of that review Vistel
Ltd, a Victorian government company, was formed
to demonstrate the necessity of us as a corporate
state negotiating with Telecom to get a better deal
and have our own telecommwlication links to
provide and enhance service delivery throughout
Victoria; so I have some familiarity with and
understanding of the way telecommunications can
enhance service delivery.
The article said that Knox Primary School had a
problem with the teaching of the Japanese language
because the school did not have a qualified teacher.
The new technology allowed the school to get the
language program twice a week, for two 3O-minute
programs. I am a normal person with an average
intelligence, and I think the Minister for Public
Transport would be the same, but I do not believe
anyone can hope to pick up a language that is taught
via satellite on a television screen for two 3O-minute
periods each week without a trained teacher in the
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room. It makes a mockery of the notion of quality
service.
That is what is happening in some areas. It is not
always the case because there are some qualified
teachers who can work with our young people in
developing languages. The satellite method is an
excellent addition, providing backup and support
But you cannot replace the teacher, and you cannot
deliver quality education if the teacher does not
speak or has not been trained in the language he or
she is asked to teach.
Last year I heard of some classic examples of
teachers who did not speak German being asked to
teach the language - nein sprechen sie
Deutsch! - and teachers who did not speak French
being asked to teach that language. That is not
quality education, but that is what is happening
throughout Victoria.
I have also pointed out that our students in rural
Victoria have to travel long distances by bus, and I
think the notion of quality fails on that count. When
I was in Wodonga recently I saw young people
spending one period a week cleaning the school.
That also happens at Ballam Park Secondary College
and a number of schools I have been to: young
people have been taken out of class to clean the
school. They are not the dean-up parades the
minister and I had when we went to school. They
are not about picking up papers but about emptying
bins and doing gardening work. The government
has a responsibility to provide the resources to
ensure that work is done so our young people can
concentrate on getting the education they so richly
deserve. I do not believe that could be described as
quality education.
As we go from school to school we see classrooms
that have not been purpose built. We see teachers
not being replaced and grades being doubled up
and split. I do not believe the government can claim
that is part of providing quality education. In the
Knox area last year parents were asked to put
activities booklets in the kiddies' bags when they
went to school because the school authorities could
not always be sure sufficient teachers would be
available. I suggest that also fails the test of quality.

We have seen tremendous restrictions being placed
on interschool sports, yet the minister now wishes
sport to be brought back into schools. When I talk to
teachers and principals they say, 'Well, that's okay.
The minister prescribes sport without either talking
to parents or consulting school commwlities, but
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what are we going to cut back as a result?' Maths
and English programs are being curtailed because
the minister wants to put sport back into our
schools. If the minister wants sport, fine; but I make
two points about that Firstly, he should talk to
school communities and ask them about it; and
secondly, if he is going to do it, he should put the
resources in and not ask school communities to
again make decisions about what they will have to
cut - which he is continually asking them to do.
That is the direct result of the sorts of decisions this
minister makes.
The McRae report, which was handed down earlier
this year, is the result of an independent review
done by a consultant, who looked at more than
140 schools. The report, which was endorsed by the
Victorian Principals Federation, indicates that more
than 70 per cent of schools have had to cut back their
programs. This is not Mal Sandon saying it; this is
not someone from a political party.
Mr Leigh interjected.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Cunningham) Order! The honourable member for Mordialloc is
out of his place and disorderly.
Mr SANDON - This is not Mal Sandon saying
it; it was said by an independent consultant. More
than 70 per cent of schools have had to cut back their
programs. That is a reflection of everyday life in our
schools. I suggest that that in no way relates to
quality service.
The Governor's speech talks about partnership.
Honourable members should look at our school
communities and ask themselves about the extent of
that partnership in our schools. There is no
partnership! Day after day, fax after fax is sent from
the Director of School Education telling school
communities what they will do. Decisions are made
without prior consultation and without working out
how they can work together. This minister has been
the most divisive education minister yet. He has
divided school communities. He talks to some
groups and not others, which is something he will
be condemned for. If this government is going to
talk in terms of consultation, it should consult all the
major players, not just some.
In its newsletters the Victorian Principals Federation
has continually referred to the lack of consultation
before decisions are made. This minister is driving
the formation of larger primary and secondly
schools. Who said big is better? How can this
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minister come to us and defend his decisions based
on bigger being better? There has been no
consultation with school communities about
whether big is better.
Mr Leigh interjected.
The ACTING SPEAKER - Order! The
honourable member for Mordialloc is disorderly.
Mr SAND ON - More responsibility is being
given to schools at the same time as power is being
increasingly centralised in the Rialto. That is not
about consultation and partnership or about
bringing school communities and the government
together; it is about dividing school communities
and about dividing organisations that have the
responsibility in our schools.
In one of its recent newsletters the Victorian

Principals Federation stated:
Morale in our schools has never been worse.

One can understand why. Day after day, programs
are being cut in school after school and children are
not getting the education they are entitled to.
Teachers are not being replaced, classrooms are in a
poor state and students have to be bussed in from
surrounding regions. All those things do not reflect
quality education, which is why I am very
disappointed that the Governor's speech does not
deal with the real issues facing education in Victoria.
The government is big on rhetoric but very short on
actually describing how it will address the issues
currently facing parents, students, teachers and
principals.
The Governor's speech also refers to personal safety,
which is an area I have some interest in and
welcome the government's concentration on. I hope
the government will continue the number of
programs started by the previous government. If
you are going to deal with personal safety and
security, you must deal with it in an integrated way.
You must do it strategically. You cannot just join one
ministerial portfolio to another.
I impress upon the government the need to develop
an integrated anti-crime strategy that brings the
community and the various government
departments and non-government and private
agencies together through consultation. The only
way you can do it successfully is by ensuring that
they work together. You cannot do it if the
Attorney-General does one thing, the Minister for
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Public Transport does another thing and the
Minister for Police and Emergency Services does
something else. It requires different government
departments working together. It also requires
strategy, commitment and will at both community
and government levels.

wants to be president. That is the only reason: he has
admitted it himself. He loves power. He lives for
power -just like the rest of the Labor Party
members. They could not give a damn about the rest
of the country, as long as they can cling to their
power. That is the person we have as Prime Minister.

The Governor's speech asks us to work together in
Victoria's interest. How can that happen given the
environment in this chamber, particularly the
personal animosity across the table? How can that
happen when day after day we listen to ministers
who, when questioned, respond with personal
abuse? How can we work together in the interests of
Victorians when the Leader of the Opposition's
entitlements are under attack? How can we work
together when our own electorate entitlements are
under attack? This government is behaving in a
partisan way, which I find offensive. The partisan
behaviour of the Premier and his government is
severely impairing our ability to work together
across party lines. TIrings have never been as bad as
they are now. I find that appalling because I can see
where the slide we are on is taking us.

I would not use the sort of language about any
member of the opposition that the Prime Minister
has used about his own country. I personally think
that he is a disgrace.

As the operations of this government continue, the
impact they are having on the young people behind
me is not good for the future of this state.
The SPEAKER - Order! The honourable
member's time has expired.

Mr FINN (Tullamarine) - It is with continuing
pride that I stand here today to represent the people
of Tullamarine and to support the motion so ably
supported by my colleagues the honourable
members for Wantirna and Bentleigh. As both
honourable members give excellent representation
to their constituents it is easy to see that constituents
in those electorates are getting great value for money.
Today I wish to express my loyalty to His Excellency
the Governor and to Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth n
and my pledge to fight any move toward making
Australia a republic in any way that I possibly can.
For many years the constitutional monarchy of this
great nation of ours has given us a strong, solid
system of government, and one cannot help but ask:
why do we need a republic? I have asked that
question many times. I am still waiting for the
answer because I have yet to receive a satisfactory
reply.
We all know why Paul Keating, the Prime Minister
of this country, wants a republic: it is because he

Mrs Peulich - He is a laughing stock in Asia.
Mr FINN - He is a laughing stock in Asia. If he
succeeds in having Australia become a republic,
perhaps we can look forward to telling our
great-grandchildren about President Scumbag the
First and what a wonderful job he did in destroying
this country!
My view is that we should leave our system of
government alone. It provides the opportunities and
the lifestyle that I want for my children; it was
provided for me and my parents, and I hope it will
be provided for generations to come.
I have said before in this house and I say again that I
love Australia and I love Victoria. Even after the
tragic events at Princes Park over the past two
weeks, I still love Victoria. I remain confident that
even though the mighty, all-powerful, conquering
Tigers missed out this time and a cruel blow has
befallen them on this occasion, they will bounce
back next season and we will see the Tigers up and
at 'em in 1995!

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr FINN - Having spoken about the republic
and the threat to our system of government posed
by it, I must say there is one far greater threat to
democracy and to our way of life than
republicanism itself: that is the growing tendency by
the federal government in Canberra to shunt
responsibility for governing Australia to the United
Nations. The federal government has conventions,
committees and declarations; anything it can do to
take power horn the Australian people and transfer
it to the UN, it will.

Great credit should be given to my friend and
federal colleague Senator Rod Kemp, who in recent
times has worked hard continually telling
Australians exactly what is going wrong, where
their rights are being undermined and what the
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future of this country will be if the situation
continues.
The bottom line is that our democratic system of
government and institutions are being
undermined - or at least bypassed to other
countries. Some of those countries would not know
democracy if it jumped up and bit them on the nose,
yet they are in the position of telling our fellow
Victorians and Australians what they can and
cannot do! It is extraordinary that not one Victorian
has voted for even one member of the United
Nations, yet in many instances we are being
governed by that organisation. Clearly it is a case of
the federal government letting the side down by
selling Australia out to the United Nations.

This was best summed up by a former federal
government minister, Senator Peter Walsh, in a
newspaper article a couple of months ago headed
'Free men who bow to the UN', in which he argued:
I am not and never have been a monarchist, but fmd it

ironic that so many contemporary Australians
determined to protect us from the non-existent threat of
English tyranny fall over each other in a scramble to
surrender Australian sovereignty to a ragtag and
bobtail of unrepresentative United Nations committees
accountable to nobody.

That is from a man who has sat in the Labor Party and indeed in Labor cabinets - for many years. I
think his views sum up well the feelings of many
Australians.
I will quote extensively from a recent address of
Senator Rod Kemp because I believe it is something
that everybody should take a great deal of notice of.
His address was very well put together, and it is the
best example yet of the sorts of things I am speaking
about Senator Kemp says:
Until recently there was no argument that there has
been a 'tendency for the United Nations to limit

national sovereignty'.
As the Joint Parliamentary Committee on Foreign
Affairs, then chaired by ALP Senator Chris

Schacht,-

now a federal minister pointed out:
This evolution, therefore, increasingly demands a
reconsideration of the principle of national

sovereignty. United Nations conventions now
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covering a wide range of activities, inevitably
change the character of domestic institutions, affect
domestic legislation and extend accountability
beyond the usual domestic constituency.
Senator Schacht, ironically, moved the resolution at the
ALP Hobart conference in 1991 calling for Australia to
become an 'independent republic'.

The Labor Party wants to cut the ties that have built
this nation and made Australia the great country it is
and hand the whole show over to the United
Nations. It is nonsensical and ridiculous in every
way. Senator Kemp continues:
The late Justice Murphy '" had no doubt that foreign
tribunals compromised Australian sovereignty and
independence.
In 1973 the Queensland government passed legislation
to allow appeals to the Privy Council from the state
Supreme Courts. When the matter reached the High
Court in 1975 Justice Murphy ruled:

The establishment by an Australian state of a
relationship with another country under which a
government organ (judicial or otherwise) of that
country is to advise the state on the questions and
matters referred to in the act is quite inconsistent
with the integrity of Australia as an independent
sovereign nation in the world community. It is not
within the legislative competence of the Parliament
of any state to compromise or attempt to
compromise Australian sovereignty and
independence.

All these things are added up:
... the constitutional problem Mr Keating continues to
raise-

or as he sees it, anyway is the need for Australia to become a republic and the

alleged problems the constitutional monarchy may
have for Australia.
Australia's major constitutional problem lies
elsewhere - the expansive use of the external affairs
power, the ruthless use of ILO and UN treaties to
override states and the ceding of sovereignty to foreign
committees.

People that Australians have never been given a
choice to vote for!
To use an Australian metaphor, Mr Keating is asking
us to worry whether the chop might burn on the
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barbecue while the house behind is being consumed in
flames.

So said Senator Rod Kemp at a Brisbane seminar
about a month and a half ago.

I and the Victorian government will do everything
we can to protect our institutions and the system
that serves us so well. The United Nations has its
place and there is no question about that, but that
place is not in the lives of average Victorians
without their consent and without their knowledge.
That is something that we as a government and
indeed as a sovereign state must not tolerate under
any circumstances. I believe that having been elected
to represent the people of Tullamarine and having
been elected as a member of the Victorian
government, I have a responsibility to stand up for
the rights of every Victorian, and I will do that! I will
fight the Keating government and anybody else who
attempts to undennine my rights, the rights of my
constituents or, indeed, the rights of any Victorian.
The issue is far too important to be pushed to one
side. I commend Senator Kemp in Canberra for
doing a marvellous job in improving people's
knowledge of the situation
One thing that hit me on coming to this place,
almost two years ago, is the low regard the average
Victorian has for politicians, and it seems to have
developed into an even lower regard. Australians
and Victorians have always had a healthy scepticism
towards politics and politicians, and that is exactly
the way it should be. Nobody should accept word
for word exactly what politicians say, or what
journalists say, because it is important to have an
i.~quiring and questioning mind.
But over the past 10 years or more politics and
politicians have come in for much contempt. I do not
know whether that is as a result of the language and
behaviour of the Prime Minister of this country in
federal Parliament, but I feel that has significantly
contributed to it I have given the matter a great deal
of thought. It is an issue that we should turn our
attention to because it seems to me, having been
here for almost two years, that the overwhelming
majority of my colleagues in this house are
hard working and caring people. They are here
because they want to make a contribution to their
community and to their state, and there are even
some honourable members on the opposition bench
who would probably fit into that category.
I have often wondered why this contempt has built
up, and it struck me the other day when I realised
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exactly what is going on in people's minds. I am a
resident of West Meadows. For many years I have
lived within the City of Broadmeadows and I have
seen the Labor Party take the northern and the
western suburbs for granted for a very long time.
The seats in the northern and western suburbs have
become nothing more than musical chairs for
ambitious politicians. The seat of Broadmeadows
next to me, for example, has had on average two
members in two years, a new member every year,
and the way things are going, it will have a new one
soon as well- in fact, you can put a fair bit of
money on that one!
The Labor people clearly do not care about
people - what they are interested in is a base for
their own ambition, their own greed, their need to
get to the top, and they just use people to propel
them to whatever ambition they may seek.
I shall quote a front-page article that appeared in the
Community News - an outstanding journal that
covers my electorate -which is an exclusive report
by Rick Edwards, a journalist for that newspaper,
because I believe it is something everybody should
take into considera tion when considering how the
Labor Party has treated the people of the region that
I have represented for so long. He reports that:
President of the Broadmeadows branch of the
Australian Labor Party, Kevin Sheahan, has resigned
from the party, citing dissatisfaction with 'unprincipled
people' in the ALP.

A Broadmeadows councillor, Cr Sheahan, said he
was disturbed about recent branch stacking in the
party and the performance of the Broadmeadows
State MP and Victorian OppOSition Leader, Jolm
Brumby.
The article says:
Cr Sheahan ... said the Labor leader had done little in
his own electorate -

You would not have to be Einstein to know that!
'1 hope Broadmeadows voters have a long hard look at
who the candidate is ... and what they are supposed to
do for the local community,' he said.

er Sheahan, a member of the ALP for 10 years, said
Mr Brumby's involvement in Broadmeadows was
characterised by his role in the development of a
proposed golf course in the Jakana Valley.
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Earlier this year, Broadmeadows council was
experiencing problems with Melbourne Water in
getting the project on the move and Mr Brumby stated
publicly he would intervene to speed the process up.
'Johnny-come-lately said he was going to fix it all up,'
Cr Sheahan said.
'It's council staff who have followed it through quite
diligently.'
Cr Sheahan criticised Mr Brumby for choosing to move
to Strathmore Heights, which is just outside the
boundary of the Broadmeadows electorate.

This was after Mr Brumby, during the by-election
campaign, gave a strong and unequivocal promise
that he would move into his electorate if he were
elected.
'Maybe philosophically he is more comfortable with
those people,' he said.
Cr Sheahan also slammed the Labor leader for his
'really pathetic' position relating to the introduction of
commissioners at a local council level.
'He (Mr Brumby) said the way it's being done with
commissioners is wrong ...
Cr Sheahan, a former Broadmeadows Mayor, said any
commissioners appointed would act with
commonsense and intelligence.

I believe that is certainly proved to be the case in
Geelong and in similar areas up to da te and will
continue into the future.
According to er Sheahan. branch-stacking was
rampant in Broadmeadows including one
Turkish-speaking branch which overnight went from a
handful of members to several hundred members.
'People from various ethnic communities are being
duped and I don't want to be a part of that ... The
people pushing that particular barrow are using
people's pride in their ethnic community to get some
numbers (in a branch).
'Too many unprincipled people have got positions in
the Labor Party.'

That comment is from the Broadmeadows branch
president of the Labor Party - the home branch of
the Leader of the Opposition. Cr Sheahan says too
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many unprincipled people have positions in the
Labor Party.
We should all cut out this article, blow it up on a
photocopying machine and stick it on every wall in
every street of Victoria. This is a comment from the
insider of the Labor Party: too many unprincipled
people have got positions in the Labor Party. That
does not surprise me, but I am sure it will be news to
a lot of people. The articles continues to quote
Cr Sheahan further:
'People in State Parliament-

and, of course, he was referring to Labor members of
Parliament think the reason for everyone existing is to maintain

them in Parliament.

Then comes the cruncher!
'They should provide Jeadership and vision in the
community and if they can't they should get out.'

This is the message from the former president of the
Broadmeadows branch of the Labor Party to his
local member and his former leader, the Honourable
Leader of the OppOSition.
Mr Brown - Unbelievable!
Mr FINN - If you cannot provide leadership, if
you cannot provide vision, you should get out! I
must say that I have been staggered by the number
of members of the Labor Party, not just rank and file
members, but indeed members of this house who
would go along with this. Who would support this
party? Who would, given any opportunity, love to
get rid of the current Leader of the OppOSition poor, wimpish individual that he is?
The honourable member for Ballarat East said that
the honourable member for Sunshine would be
rather enthusiastic about a change of leadership. I
have had a small meeting with some of my
colleagues from this part of the house commonly
known as Red-Neck Hill, and we have decided that
we are throwing our full support - our 100 per cent
support - behind the honourable member for
Sunshine for the leadership of the opposition.
Government Members - Hear, hear!
Mr FINN - At least he won't be such a poor,
pathetic target! At least he will put up a fight! I grant
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that he won't be as funny as the current leader, he
will not give the entertainment value of the current
leader, but at least he will put up a fight. I pledge in
this house today that we will certainly be doing
everything we can to ensure that the honourable
member for SWlShine takes over the leadership of
the Labor Party as soon as is absolutely possible.
As I said, the northern and western suburbs of
Melbourne have been used and abused by the Labor
Party for many years for usually their own personal
political purpose. An example of this was
tmfortunately illustrated last week.
Earlier this year the Honourable David White, a
member of the other house, was chosen as the
Australian Labor Party candidate for the seat of
Tullamarine. This caused a great deal of jubilation in
the Uberal Party in Tullamarine. Champagne corks
were heard to pop. Unfortunately, the honourable
member in another place felt it necessary to involve
a local primary school and its principal in a pretty
miserable act of dirty politics on his part. Given that
Mr White was instrumental in putting the boot into
the Premier's wife last year, one would expect that
something like this might happen.
That member has taken it upon himself to drag the
school into the political mud. I have been working
very hard with the school for the past two years on a
project to see whether the result the school is after
can be brought about - I have put many hours into
this - and in walks David White and blows the
whole thing out of the water. He has dragged the
school, the principal, the staff, the parents and, more
importantly, the children through the political mud.
An honourable member interjected.

Mr FINN - It must be frightening for the
children just to take one look at him. He has dragged
those innocent primary school children into a
political bunfight that did not exist before he came
along. We were all working together as a
community to get a result: a gymnasium for the
Westmeadows Primary School.
Late last week David White saw fit to circulate in the
Westmeadows area a letter that was blatantly false. I
am loath to suggest that Mr White lied. I am sure it
must have been a mistake on his part - or am I so
sure of that?
An honourable member interjected.
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Mr FINN -It was certainly misleading. When I
rang the principal of the said school, I said, 'Have
you seen this letter?', and I read it to him. He was
astounded.
The SPEAKER - Order! Before the honourable
member goes much further, I must caution him that
he may not reflect on members of another house in
an unparliamentary way. So far I accept what he is
saying, but should he continue down that path he
may be in breach of the standing orders.
Mr FINN - I do not have a copy of the letter
with me, but in the letter he claims that the Premier
and I promised a gymnaSium to Westmeadows
Primary School in 1994. I rang the principal and
said, 'Have I ever promised you a gymnasium?'. He
said, 'No'. 1 asked, 'Has the Premier ever promised
you a gymnasium?'. He said,'1 have never spoken to
the Premier'. I said, 'Well, what about this letter?'.
He said, 'Read it to me', so 1 read him the letter. He
said, 'Mr White came around and told me what he
was going to write, but that's not it'. 1 said, 'That is
what he has put in the letterboxes. That is the
information he has circulated in the Westmeadows
area'.
When somebody plummets to that depth, the
general problem of the poor image of politicians is
added to. 1 feel sad that David White has felt it
necessary to do that. Clearly his polls are showing
the same results as our polls, and he is pretty
terrified at the moment. I wish him well in his
retirement.
On another level of government, an area that 1 have
taken a keen interest in since 1 became a member of
this place - indeed, before becoming a member is that of my dear and close friends at the Keilor
council. I quote again from an article in Community
News headed' Abuse hurled by councillor' by
journalist Caroline Keenan:
Former Keilor mayor Ciro Lombardi is a 'man without
integrity or honour, he is a disgrace' according to
Cr Ortisi, also a former mayor.

Cr Ortisi is Cr Lombardi's fellow councillor. Clearly
not only does the community have a high opinion of
the Keilor councillors, but the councillors have an
extraordinarily high opinion of each other as well!
The article continues:
The altercation between the two councillors occurred at
the Keilor council meeting last Tuesday.
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Cr Lombardi was reported as saying:
My integrity is intact and I would compare my honour
to anyone's. I am not going to respond to Cr Ortisi's
statement about me because I will not stoop to his level.

I doubt whether anybody could! The last sentence
tells a lot about that council and the reason why in
general people view politicians in the way they do.
Mr Leigh interjected.
Mr FINN - I do not think they will be there
much longer. Cr Lombardi is further reported as
saying:
I don't have to prove anything to anyone.

Well, bully for him! As I see it, in a democracy we as
elected representatives of the people should and
must be accountable to those people. To my way of
thinking, it is the height of arrogance for any elected
representative - whether federal, state or local- to
say that he or she does not have to prove anything to
anyone. That is the attitude to government that has
dragged politicians down in the view of the general
public to the level of contempt they are held in.
Mr Leigh interjected.
Mr FINN - The honourable member for
Mordialloc asks a good question, 'Is this man a
Labor supporter?'. Certainly up until recently - and
the same may well be the case at this point in
time - this man has been known to work in the
office of the honourable member for Keilor.
An honourable member interjected.
Mr FINN - It does explain a lot. It surprises me
that anybody works in the office of the honourable
member for Keilor, given the information given to
this house last year that he opens his office for only
2 hours a day. Presumably many things are going on
behind closed doors that I would be interested to
know about. It is a continuing example of how the
Labor Party uses and abuses the people of the
western and northern suburbs of Melbourne.
I am very pleased that the people of the electorate of
Tullamarine woke up to that at the last election and
said, 'Enough, no more!', and put a Liberal
representative in Spring Street. I have no doubt that
they will return him at the next election and at
subsequent elections. I certainly look forward to that.
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In the northern and western suburbs there has been
a series of by-elections - extremely expensive and
damned annoying by-elections for a huge number of
the population of the region. There has been a
by-election in Broadmeadows, not one but two
by-elections in Doutta Galla Province in the other
house, recently a by-election in Williamstown and a
by-election in Coburg.

I understand that when the next federal election
comes around - I think that will be early next year,
for the information of anybody who wants to put
money down - there will be a by-election in Pascoe
Vale because the honourable member for Pascoe
Vale has come to the conclusion that there is no
future for him here. He knows that the crowd on the
other side of the house will be in opposition for a
long time, and he does not want to be a part of that
so he is shooting through. He will take on the
bearded one, Phil Cleary, in the seat of Wills. I am
glad I do not live in the seat of Wills, given that the
ballot paper will have two names on it: the name of
the honourable member for Pascoe Vale and the
name Phil Cleary. I would not know what to do. It is
not much of a choice.
The honourable member for Pascoe Vale has done
what so many Labor people have done before him.
He has said, 'My personal ambitions outweigh your
needs. My personal ambitions are more important
than the people of my electorate. I am getting out of
here. I was elected for four years. I· will get out after
two years' - just as Labor members did in
Williamstown, Coburg, Broadmeadows and Doutta
Galla, twice. It will be interesting to see who will be
next as the realisation dawns on members of the
opposition that they will be on that side for a long
time. If I were a betting man - but of course I
would not be involved in anything like that - I
might be tempted to start a book. It could be one of
the more entertaining pastimes in Victoria now that
the football season it over.
As I said at the beginning of my address, I am proud
to represent the people of Tullamarine. At the
beginning of the second part of our first term of
office I would like to recommit myself to working
for the benefit of my electorate, for the people of
Greenvale, Gladstone Park, Westmeadows,
Tullamarine, Bulla, Sunbury and Diggers Rest. They
are the people who matter to me. They are the ones
for whom I will be standing up in this house and
fighting for at the next election, and they will pass
judgment. The time has come when the north and
west are taken seriously.
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Mr eARLI (Coburg) - I rise with pride to reply
to the Governor's speech at the opening of the
second session of the 52nd Parliament. Firstly, I shall
reply in part to some of the comments made by the
honourable member for Tullamarine. As a
representative of the ALP in the northern suburbs
and the honourable member for Coburg, I take
offence at the claims made by the honourable
member for Tullamarine that the Labor Party in the
northern suburbs does not represent and abuses the
people of those suburbs. Those areas have great
pride in electing Labor members.
Essentially all electorates in those suburbs are
represented by Labor members bar the electorate of
the honourable member for Tullamarine. At the next
election the electors will return Tullamarine to Labor
because of the organic links between the Labor Party
and the populous of those areas.
The Labor Party recognises their needs, and for that
reason I speak on behalf of the people of Coburg
with great pride. I shall make some comments about
the honourable member for Tullamarine's diatribe
about the republic and his attacks against the Prime
Minister. The reason we are arguing for a republic is
to recognise the maturity of this nation, a nation that
can argue for itself, create its own laws and plan its
own direction.
Mr Finn - We have been doing that for 100 years.
Mr eARLI - And to iron out the anachronisms
of the colonial past, the anachronisms that allow
government, in the name of state rights, to infringe
on the human rights of people in this country.
Human rights have been offended in Tasmania.
Environmental rights have also been offended in
Tasmania, and the rights of our indigenous people
are under attack by the Western Australian
government. All the reactionary states attempt to
infringe the rights of all Australian people.
The push for a republic is a push for a decent
constitution that recognises we are a mature nation,
a nation that can stand up in the context of the
world, not a group of former colonial states, each of
which fights and argues about fundamental issues,
such as homosexual rights in Tasmania. The nation
should have a bill of rights to recognise such rights.
It is unfortunate that the federal government has to
use the external affairs clauses of the constitution to
bring about that recognition. In the end it is about
the maturity of the nation, and any attempt to
reduce the argument by saying, for example, that
Paul Keating wants to become president is a flawed

Thursday. 8 September 1994

and misleading argument. It is fundamentally an
argument about Australia confronting the
21st century.
His Excellency, in the opening of Parliament, said
that Victoria has to look in terms of longer time
frames if it is to develop into an internationally
competitive economy and a humane society.
It is precisely in the area of longer time frames that
the government program of cutbacks, privatisation
of essential services and sheer neglect is damaging
the economic, social and cultural capacity of the
state. The truth is that the market in itself does not
provide the vision or the long-term plan. A pure
market approach does not allow for a decent
planned economy or SOCiety.

The market is not good a t long-term infrastructure
invesbnents, in part because the returns are not
adequate and the time frames are too long. If the
private sector had owned Melbourne Water in the
past I doubt whether we would have had the
Werribee sewerage farm, such a well-sewered city,
or that investments would have been made for the
long-term benefit of the state, because in sheer
market return they would not have been financially
worthwhile.
My argument is not against competition: I favour
competition and reforms of essential services,
utilities and state-owned enterprises with the
intention of increasing competition. But I am
against, under the illusion of competition, the
government attempting to take natural monopolies
from the public to the private sector and calling it
competition. I am also against the break-up of the
agencies that built the infrastructure that has
allowed the state to develop.
The honourable member for Morwell described it
not as privatisation but pulverisation. The notion of
pulverisation is a powerful one. Pulverisation in the
coal industry means breaking down the coal into
such fine particles that there is a risk of combustion.
We can use the idea of pulverisation to talk about
how the government is undermining the ability of
the state to plan and invest in long-term structural
needs. We are now undergoing a period of this
government undermining the ability of the state to
plan and invest for its long-term infrastructural
needs.
The government is currently dismantling the very
mechanisms of government that have built up the
infrastructure of this state - ports, railways, fresh
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water authorities, waste water authorities and
educational institutions. They have all been integral
in supporting the development of this state and its
capacity to grow. All these areas are being attacked
by the combination of cutbacks, privatisation and
sheer neglect. That attack is threatening the
long-term viability of the state and its ability to
compete internationally - all for the dogma of
neo-liberalism. The interconnected parts of a
country's infrastructure; roads, railways, education
and so on, are especially easy to starve of resources
because the cost of neglect mounts slowly and is not
easily seen in this or next year's budget - it is seen
10 or 20 years hence. But in the end the net cost of
the neglect can be great. Tackling the problem has
not simply meant depending on the state or on the
market. It involves creative intervention and
collaboration between market and state.
That neglect was evident in the United States under
the Reagan administration, a neglect brought about
by a belief in the fundamentalist dogma of
neo-liberal economic policies. It was that dogma that
ultimately led to the election of the Clinton
government. Clinton ran essentially on the need to
rebuild the infrastructure, to begin the process of
repairing the neglect. He promised more for
education, transport and services and to tackle the
urban decay that has gripped numerous American
cities. He will ensure that the citizens of the United
States of America will have access to education. He
promised an $80 billion infrastructure program to
start the process of repairing the neglect.
Governments need to take the lead because markets
are poor in investing in long-term projects. I have
used the example of the Werribee sewerage farm,
but I could use other examples of basic sewerage
and water systems in Melbourne.
They are there because state enterprises were
developed in the last century with the intention of
allowing for the long-term creation and
development of the City of Melbourne. The city
itself has been built along the government
infrastructure; from the railway lines we have the
basis of a linear form of Melbourne. Melbourne in
the past and currently still leads the world in the
provision of water and waste water systems. It is the
envy of other Australian cities and other cities in the
world. There are few cities in the world that can say
they have a fully serviced city for fresh, good quality
water and sewerage systems. That infrastructure has
been based on good laws, regulations and an
investment program that is currently under threat.
The breaking up of Melbourne Water will result in a
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loss of expertise - it will lose engineers and the
collective memory and skills that have allowed
Melbourne Water to lead the world not in the short
term but over 100 years.
That long-term vision has meant that Melbourne
enjoys better infrastructure than most large cities of
the world, certainly most large cities in Australia and it is always worth going to Perth and to Sydney
just to see the contrast.
The SPEAKER - Order! I must interrupt the
honourable member for eoburg. He will have the
call when this matter is again before the house. The
Chair will resume at 2 o'clock when questions
without notice will be called.
Debate interrupted pursuant to sessional orders.
Sitting suspended 1.01 p.m. until 2.04 p.m.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE
Unemployment
Mr BRUMBY (Leader of the Opposition) - I
refer the Treasurer to the unemployment figures
released this morning showing that unemployment
in Victoria has increased from 10.2 per cent to 11 per
cent. I also refer him to the fact that only
900 full-time jobs have been created in Victoria over
the past 12 months compared with 160 000
nationally, leaving Victoria with the highest
unemployment rate of any state in Australia. In view
of this appalling outcome will the Treasurer now
admit that just 24 hours after delivering his budget
statement it is clear that the crisis is not over for
Victoria's 243 000 unemployed?
Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer) - The vast
majority of Victorians recognise that any bad news
in relation to employment and unemployment is not
a good thing for the state. It is clear from the relish
with which the Leader of the OppOSition phrases his
question that there is one person who enjoys this
news which is clearly not good news for Victoria.
The Leader of the OppoSition, as usual, is quick to
revel in any bad news for Victoria.
I made the point yesterday that the most important
of the published unemployment rates is the trend
unemployment rate. When commenting on
unemployment statistics for the last four months,
when there has been a very, very large reduction in
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Victoria's unemployment rate, I have made the point
that it is not uncommon for such statistics to move
around from one month to another and that we
should look at the trend rate. It is interesting that
despite this very large movement in the last monthly
rate--

Opposition members interjecting.
Mr STOCKDALE - Just look at how much
pleasure he takes, Mr Speaker; it is disgusting for the
people of Victoria. They should have an opportunity
to see how the Leader of the Opposition revels in
bad news for Victoria. Unfortunately for him the
trend rate actually reduced again this month.
What is important about these sorts of statistics is
not to get carried away with the overall trend. The
rate is still trending down; however, the government
does not regard that as consolation. The government
is disappointed with the outcome and hopes it will
not be repeated next month. It is at least
encouraging that over the past five months the trend
in the direction of Victoria's unemployment rate has
continued to be down.
Mr BRUMBY (Leader of the Opposition) - On a
point of order, Mr Speaker, the question was very
dear: is the crisis over for Victoria's 243 000
unemployed? Answer the question: is the crisis over?
The SPEAKER - Order! It is not the
responsibility of the Chair to comment on or to
enforce the accuracy or otherwise of the answer.
That will be judged by honourable members. The
Chair has to judge whether the answer is relevant.
The Treasurer's reply is relevant; there is no point of
order.
Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer) - In conclusion,
let me simply say that the crisis in the Victorian
economy - the crisis in Victorian public finances was brought about by the Labor Party. Only one
thing would bring the crisis back, and that is for this
man to be elected to head the government in this
state.

Opposition budget policies
Mr WELLS (Wantirna) - I refer the Premier to
the irresponsible shopping list of spending and
cost-to-revenue commitments made yesterday by
the Leader of the Opposition. Will the Premier
advise the house of the cost impact of those
commitments?
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Mr KENNETT (Premier) - The budget
documents contained a recognition that the current
account has turned around from a deficit of just over
$1000 million to a surplus of approximately
$392 million by the end of this financial year, if all
goes well. That turn around should be put in
context. When we inherited government two years
ago the budget deficit was just over $3000 million.
By the end of this year we will end up with a deficit
without any privatisation proceeds of $28 million a $3000 million turn around!
Some weeks ago the opposition issued a statement
which was meant to be policy. It was not supported
by the shadow cabinet. It argued that the Labor
Party in government would work towards having a
surplus on the current account. Yesterday the Leader
of the Opposition showed why he is not fit to lead
either his party or, more importantly, this state.
The Leader of the Opposition demonstrated
yesterday in a lO-minute radio interview that he is
without policy but that he will do anything he can to
gain what he considers to be political popularity. He
outlined a spending spree that would put at risk the
surplus we are aiming for at the end of this financial
year. Without qualifying the reasons for those
commitments or how the money would be spent, the
Leader of the Opposition said that a further
$15 million would be spent on ambulances. He did
not say where the new ambulances would be
required or pOSitioned!
In regard to education he said that there would be a
huge increase in the number of teachers -not
targeted but with the support of the teaching
profession! He said that would cost in the order of
$40 million a year for teachers alone. He then said he
would remove the deficit levy immediately. That
would cost the government approximately
$160 million a year and would mean that the
government's surplus would be wiped out.

The Leader of the OppoSition went on to talk about
health and said he would spend a large amount of
money on extra staff in the system, which would
cost about $45 million. On top of that he said that tax
reductions would occur in a range of areas. If we put
a figure of $500 million as the total amount, in 10
minutes the Leader of the OppOSition had turned a
potential surplus through the good management of
this government into a deficit of $368 million!

Honourable members interjecting.
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The SPEAKER - Order! It is not my intention to
allow question time to degenerate into a shouting
match. The house will come to order.
Mr KENNEIT -In only 10 minutes the Labor
Party through its leader demonstrated that it has no
commitment to responsible government If those
amounts are added to the commitments it has made
in rural Victoria, one sees that, if given the
opportunity to govern this state, the Labor Party will
put at risk not only good management but, more
importantly, the rebuilding process of the past two
years.

The Leader of the Opposition is personally unfit for
leadership of his party and he is certainly unfit for
leadership of the state.
Tabco~:Chiefexecutive

Mr BRUMBY (Leader of the Opposition) - I
refer the Treasurer to his admission this morning
that the $8 million salary package for Mr Ross
Wilson, the chief executive of Tabcorp, was a
mistake and that he was not tough enough on the
salary arrangements. When the Treasurer approved
the salary package did he also approve a
multi-million dollar compensation deal that would
have been paid to Mr Wilson by taxpayers if the
government had not proceeded with the float of the
Totalizator Agency Board?
Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer) - The Leader of
the Opposition's source obviously has not drawn to
his attention the fact that he is talking about the
same thing. On many occasions the government
accepted the advice of people acting on behalf of the
soon-to-be-privatised Totalizator Agency Board.
Mr Wilson was never to be a government employee
and he never has been a government employee. He
took up the position only after Tabcorp was
privatised.

Because Mr Wilson agreed to leave his employment
with Southcorp and take up a position with a
company which had not yet been privatised, part of
the arrangement involved compensation to him
equivalent to the salary package arrived at,
discounted bade so that he would be in the same
position for the term of the contract had he taken it
up. There was a compensation arrangement, but it
was no different from simply according to him the
conditions upon which it was agreed were the basis
for his employment
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Credit rating
Mr KILGOUR (Shepparton) - Will the Treasurer
inform the house of the government's policy for
restoring the state's credit rating?
Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer) - Two years ago
the Australian Labor Party debt strategy saw
repeated downgradings of Victoria's credit rating
and the loss of the AAA rating the Labor
government had inherited from previous liberal
governments. We saw Victoria not just losing its
credit rating but also its confidence as the credit
rating plunged. This government has a policy to
restore Victoria's credit rating through a range of
initiatives that I will summarise under five headings.

There is now better management of Victoria's debt
and financial flows and the introduction of the
Treasury Corporation has meant better management
of our debt We have regularised a lot of rorts the
Labor Party built into the accounts. We have repaid
borrowings from the State Superannuation Fund so
we have more transparent accounts that improve
confidence among rating agencies and the financial
community, as well as the general public. We have
eliminated the Labor Party policy of borrowing for
operating costs. This year we are projecting a
surplus current account, so we will no longer be
borrowing to pay operating costs.
The government has outlined a plan that will give
Victoria a sustainable current account surplus of
approximately $1000 million a year and we have
projected to achieve that over the forward estimates
period by 1997-98. The government is restoring
investment without accelerating the debt as the
Labor Party did without investment, firstly from the
surplus and secondly from revenue funding in
investments like Agenda 21. The government stands
to further reduce debt in the future by asset sales
and its privatisation program.
That is not just a coherent strategy; it is actually
working because the growth in debt has slowed as a
proportion of gross domestic product (GDP) from
the 30 per cent inherited from the Labor
administration to 24 per cent over the forward
estimates period.
Last night on radio the Leader of the Opposition
disclosed the Labor Party debt management
strategy. It is not really a surprise because it is
actually the same strategy that nearly ruined
Victoria Wlder the administration of the former
Labor government.
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The main addition to debt would be the nearly
$2 billion borrowed to pay for the supposed 50 000
public servants who have left the public sector. In
fact, the number is closer to 40 000 than 50 000 but,
in any case, how would the Leader of the Opposition
propose to pay for them? Even if a conservative
figure of an average $25 000 per person were used not many earn less than $25 000, let alone total cost
saving - the Leader of the Opposition would have
had to find an extra $1 billion a year to add to the
promises to which the Premier just drew attention.
Some $1 billion a year would be borrowed to pay for
public servants that the Leader of the Opposition
says should not leave!
The Leader of the Opposition also said that the
Labor Party has a commitment to maintaining debt
as a proportion of GDP. That is not enough to stop
the state's credit rating from declining. We would
still have a falling credit rating if this government
had chosen that policy and a debt of 30 per cent of
GDP compared with 16 per cent for the other states.
He also said a lot of debt was locked up in low-cost
loans. That is inaccurate. He displayed his
monumental ignorance of public finance by
suggesting that we actually had the option, with the
expiry of debt instruments, to roll them over at the
same interest rate. If we are lucky enough to have
debt on our books at 4 per cent or 6 per cent when
that instrument expires - -
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Tabcorp: chief executive
Mr BRUMBY (Leader of the Opposition) - My
question without notice is directed to the Treasurer.

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr BRUMBY - He is not doing very well, is he?
It has been a bad couple of days - budget in tatters,
record unemployment - -

Government members interjecting.
The SPEAKER - Order! I have previously
warned the government benches. I ask them to come
to order.
Mr BRUMBY - Can the Treasurer assure the
house that Mr Ross Wilson, the Chief Executive of
Tabcorp Holdings, had no role whatsoever in
drawing up his own $8 million contract?
Mr STOCK DALE (Treasurer) - No, I cannot.
Strangely enough, when you have a contract you
must have two parties!

Government members interjecting.
The SPEAKER - Order! I caution the
honourable member for Tullamarine and a few other
members of the government benches that their
behaviour is unacceptable.

Mr Brumby interjected.
Mr STOCKDALE - Who are you calling a fool?
Mr Brumby - You are useless!

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr STOCKDALE - He constantly displays the
fact that he has no understanding of the demands of
leadership. That sort of behaviour is not acceptable
in a kindergarten!
The Leader of the Opposition has no understanding
whatsoever of the structure of state debt When debt
matures it has to be rolled over at the existing rates
of interest - not at the rate at which the loan was
originally written. He has no understanding of the
dynamics of our budget or of how debt markets
work. Heaven forbid that he should ever get into the
position where he could again cost the state -as
happened under his predecessor's Labor
government!

Mr STOCKDALE - The agreement was
negotiated. If the Leader of the Opposition is
suggesting we should grab somebody off the street,
engage him and write a contract of employment
without speaking to him, he does business in a very
extraordinary way!

Child protection
Mrs ELLIOTI (Mooroolbark) - Will the Minister
for Community Services inform the house of
initiatives in the state budget for child protection?
Mr JOHN (Minister for Community Services) - I
thank the honourable member for her question and
her continued interest in the protection of children,
particularly children who are at risk.

The question is most appropriate because, as
honourable members will be aware, this week is
Child Protection Week. During this week efforts will
be made to highlight the need to protect children at
risk. I am extremely grateful to the Treasurer for the
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excellent budget he handed down yesterday and for
the most compassionate and generous way in which
he has treated my portfolio of community services,
enabling us to care for people in need, particularly in
the area of child protection.
As honourable members will know, mandatory
reporting was introduced in November last year, as
a result of which police, doctors and nurses were
mandated to report. In July this year teachers were
added to that list of professiOnals.

Consequently, as honourable members and the
commwlity are aware, there was a Significant
increase in the reporting of child abuse in Victoria,
indicating the tremendous success of the
implementation of the government's legislation.
Obviously the community of Victoria has great
confidence in the government's statutory service, as
evidenced by increased reporting numbers.
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I thank the Treasurer and the Premier and our
government for the way they have responded to the
challenges in child protection. I am proud to be part
of a very successful team that is providing a high
quality child protection service in this state.

Employment initiatives
Mr THOMSON (Pascoe Vale) - My question
without notice is to the Minister for Industry and
Employment. Given that Victoria has over 243 000
unemployed and is the only state in the nation going
backwards, will the minister now admit that the
provision in yesterday'S budget for employment
programs to assist only 6000 is woefully inadequate
and take action to improve the level of assistance
prOVided in the budget?

Mr GUDE (Minister for Industry and
Employment) - I see Gerry Gee has given up and
Ron Blaskett is on the go now!

Yesterday the Treasurer announced an increase of
$8 million in the budget for the child protection

service. 'That is only part of the additional money the
government has provided to the child protection
service since the introduction of mandatory
reporting. I am happy to inform honourable
members that an additional $11.6 million has been
provided since its introduction. That brings the
annual budget for the child protection service to
more than $40 million - an increase on the budget
when we first came to power, which was $31 million.
That record amount will ensure we can employ an
additionalBO workers and conduct additional staff
training and development courses. We will be able
to expand the after-hours service and counselling and an additional $2 million has been provided for
the accommodation and support of people affected
by child abuse.
The welfare of children in Victoria is of paramount
importance to the government I am pleased to
highlight the excellent initiatives of the government
to meet the challenge of protecting children at risk.
This government is spending more per capita than
any other Australian government on the protection
of children at risk.
In the whole of the history of Victoria there has
never been a government that has spent more
money and provided more staff and resources for
the protection of children than this government We
are the only state in the commonwealth with a
24-hour service, seven days a week. It is a high
quality service with very dedicated staff.

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr GUDE - The situation is that the trend rate,
as was pointed out earlier by the Treasurer, has
shown a positive result. In fact, on the trend
estimates there has been an increase of some 2700
people in employment in the last month. Rather than
taking the critical approach of the opposition - the
whining and carping of people who are constantly
looking for negatives, who will try and dredge up
anything to complain about, anything to whinge the Kennett government has committed itself to a
rejuvenation of this state. That is being reflected in
ever so many ways, including employment
But let us not look just there. If we look at Victoria's
performance in the past 12 months we see that in
terms of export action Victoria has had an increase
of 12 per cent as against 6 per cent for the rest of
Australia. If we look at the development in the retail
sales area - and remember that people actually
have to be employed to sell things and to make
things to sell-we also see that Victoria has more
than doubled what has happened in the rest of
Australia. If we look at investment in plant and
equipment, we see that it was at around 39 per cent
in Victoria while in the rest of Australia it was in fact
going into decline of 1.5 per cent.
Am I happy about the commitment this government
has made to future employment in this state?
Indeed, I am very happy.
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Cancer and heart disease offensive
Mr PATERSON (South Barwon) - Will the
Minister for Health inform the house of the
initiatives that will be advanced by the $1 million
boost announced in the budget for the government's
cancer and heart offensive?
Mrs TEHAN (Minister for Health) - I thank the
honourable member for South Barwon for his
question and for his interest in the heart and cancer
offensive.
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the two broadest and biggest, yet the most
unacceptable killers in this state.
I am delighted that the cancer and heart offensive is
now funded by the government to ensure that we
can continue to address the health status of
Victorians and focus on cancer and heart disease.

GOVERNOR'S SPEECH

Address-in-reply
Debate resumed.

On coming to government, it was apparent to us
that the two biggest killers of people in Victoria and
Australia are cancer and heart disease. It was
imperative that Victoria continued to take a lead in
bringing together the excellent array of expertise
available to fight cancer and heart disease. Cancer
and heart disease kill women, children, men, old
people and young people, wherever and whenever.
It is important that there be a focus on reducing the
premature death and morbidity rate from those two
diseases.
Dr Nigel Gray, who plays a pre-eminent role in
prevention through his guidance of the Anti-Cancer
Council, heads up my Cancer and Heart Executive,
and Sir Rupert Hamer heads up a very broad-based
group called the Cancer and Heart Council. They are
working to bring together all the expertise in this
state to try to focus on how we can continue to
reduce the incidence of cancer and heart disease in
our COnuilunity.
The $1 million allocated in the budget will be put to
a number of uses, including work with general
practitioners who are able to do studies on a whole
range of areas - diet, exercise and smoking - in
which we should be able to have preventative
measures to reduce the high incidence of cancer and
heart disease.
Similarly, we will be looking to a moderate exercise
campaign as a preventative measure. There is
overwhelming evidence that moderate exercise can
have a marked influence on heart rate and on
ensuring that people do not die from heart disease.
That, together with other opportunities that the
executive committee is looking at in addressing a
whole range of cancer and heart initiatives so that
we can ensure that in this state we have full
coverage of both preventative and treatment factors,
will mean that Victoria will continue to lead the way
in addressing what are, as I started out by saying,

Mr CARlI (Coburg) - In continuing my
response to His Excellency's speech, I refer in
particular to his concept that the government needs
to look at a longer time frame and specifically turn
to the issues of infrastructure investment and the
effects of cut-backs and privatisation, or what the
honourable member for Morwell has called the
pulverisation of publiC utilities and statutory bodies
in this state.
Tourism in particular is linked to transport
infrastructure. One case in point is the Mildura train.
Mildura, as everyone knows, was a mecca of
tourism in this state. It was the most vibrant tourist
destination for many years. Although its tourist
infrastructure is now dated, it was always centred
on the railway line, which has been closed. On a
recent visit to Mildura I noticed just how aged the
infrastructure had become compared with the
competition in northern Australia. One can see
where infrastructure investment has really taken off
in the Northern Territory and Queensland. Victoria
is now a generation behind. More importantly, the
tourist industry, and the infrastructure that basically
binds that industry, need renewal. Rail can certainly
be used for tourism. A slow train to Mildura is a far
better proposition for our tourist industry than the
closure of a train line.
Towns also need to be orientated to tourists and
visitors in their layout, street furniture and the range
of accommodation and information that is available
to visitors. Local government also has to be
orientated to servicing the needs of tourists. Many of
these factors demand initiative by governmentthey involve the government actually taking action.
In the case of Mildura, it involves the government

first of all keeping rather than dosing the train line,
training transport staff, bringing private industry
into a partnership and offering incentives and
support. More importantly, infrastructure is not just
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about material needs; it is also about structures and
procedures, being brokers and getting the doers and
makers together to make things happen.
Currently we are looking at the possibility of the
present Liberal state government privatising an
essential service like water. To privatise Melbourne
Water is basically to undermine the capacity we
have in this state to plan and develop in the long
term. This so-called reform - or should I say
plunder - of Melbourne Water challenges and
threatens the viability, growth and rational planning
of Melbourne. The growth of Melbourne in the past
has always depended on the provision of an
adequate water supply and on an adequate
waste-water system that has been the envy of other
states and other countries. That is under threat.
The longer time frames that His Excellency talked
about are critical to the future of this state. We have
to think in terms of longer time frames. The
break-up of Melbourne Water into regional parts
will destroy the proud history and infrastructure of
a well-managed statutory authority on the dubious
pretext that it will actually increase competition.
The government will restructure Melbourne Water
and create biteable parts -little parts of Melbourne
Water that basically be able to be gobbled up by
foreign companies. It will convert national
monopolies into regional monopolies and put them
into the hands of foreign firms. It means that
consumers ultimately experience price hikes and not
price savings. The water industry is a national
monopoly -and Melbourne Water has an excellent
record - yet its restructuring is likely to destroy
that highly enviable record.
Compared with other Australian cities, Melbourne
has had a very efficient water and waste water
system. Melbourne Water has demonstrated the
capacity to plan investments in the long tenn. Part of
this success has involved well-organised water and
waste water services across the whole metropolitan
planning region.
At present that system is being broken up on the
basis of market rhetoric, which is an attempt to mask
the plundering of public assets in the interests of the
wealthy.
Monopolies are being passed from the public to the
private sectors. A mechanism is supposedly in place
to regulate that action, but we have seen the United
Kingdom model and its result.
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The UK national consumer council said that
shareholders have benefited much more than
customers from privatisation. Water and electricity
consumers have felt the brunt of privatisation and
price increases. Water charges have increased by
somewhere between 45 and 82 per cent since
privatisation, and electricity charges have increased
by between 7 and 14 per cent. Over the same period
share prices for those privatised authorities have
increased by 200 per cent for water and 170 per cent
for electricity.
Private firms are taking over public monopolies and
turning them into private monopolies - many
people are putting the old snouts in the trough. The
other big winners in the privatisation of water and
electricity in the UK have been the chief executives
of these companies. The Chairman of British Gas
had a wage increase of 512 per cent due to
privatisation, and the chief executive of Thames
Water had a 758 per cent wage hike. Mr Ross
Wilson's $8 million salary package demonstrates
that we are following the British model of
redistributing the wealth of state enterprises into the
hands of the rich and powerful.
The performance of these former public utilities
since privatisation has been poor for the consumer.
The shareholders and the chief executive officers
have explOited the monopoly pOSitions of these
companies. Now, surprise, surprise, these UK firms
are coming to Australia, all cashed up, using the
British firms as their cash cows to buy into the
Australian companies. So the same firms that have
basically had their snouts in the trough in the UK
want to have their snouts in the trough here.
In the UK there have been investigations about the
privatisation of water, water disconnections and the
outbreak of dysentery and hepatitis. The UK's chief
medical officer, Kenneth Calman, has ordered an
investigation into the link between water
disconnections and the increased incidence of
hepatitis A and dysentery.

The British reforms have created a mess and we are
heading down the same misguided road. It is a case
of back to the future because the history of the old
Board of Works shows that it was established
because of the incidence of dysentery and cholera in
Melbourne.
Cross party groups of MPs have joined forces in the
UK to prevent water companies in England and
Wales from disconnecting households that fall
behind in payments. Elizabeth Peacock, a Tory
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member of Parliament, has been campaigning
against privatised water authorities. Her comment
is, 1£ you fail to pay your council tax, the local
authority does not then refuse to send the fire
brigade if your house bursts into flames'.
Another important area to be scrutinised is
productivity. A report by the Chartered Institute of
Public Finance and Accountancy, a very
conservative body in the UI<, said that average
productivity had not increased in those public
authorities since privatisation.
Privatisation is not a rational process that ensures
common benefits, but the common connection is
political. It is driven by a political not an economic
agenda.
The other big issue for Melbourne Water under the
new structure is that no-one will have overall
responsibility for Significant water authority
obligations such as water conservation, stormwater
pollution and cleaning up our bays and waterways.
Regional divisions are being set up at the moment.
They will be of greatest cost to the regions of
Melbourne with the highest rate of unsewered
properties and the highest level of development.
Those areas will face high capital costs compared
with other regions, and in Melbourne these areas are
in the south-eastern suburbs.
A vital issue is to whom we sell. The buyer will
typically be a foreign company in the same industry.
It is not clear how the proposed restructure of
Melbourne Water will deliver the community
service obligations and benefits that historically
were incorporated in Melbourne Water for all of
these years. I am talking about basic obligations
such as flood mitigation, the quality of drinking
water and considerations of the natural
environment, stormwater quality and public
education on water.
Education is another area where the basic
infrastructure is being damaged by the
govanment's reforms. The reforms have largely
involved blood-letting, except in country regions
where there has been amputation by the cost cutters
in government. Treasury thinks up a percentage cut
and overnight schools are in a plight like the Mane
Celeste as school communities are put under
pressure and teachers are forced out.
A national school curriculum has been thrown out,
as is anything seen to come from the federal
government Apart from the destruction, the only
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initiatives have involved schools of the future and a
standards framework followed by mass testing.
Even if the Schools of the Future program survives
the criticism of being just another cost-cutting
measure, it does not provide a coherent public
system. The government should explain where
autonomy or self-management of schools will lead.
I suggest it will lead to schools raising their own fees
and competing against each other. Many
government members believe schools should set fees
and raise their own money, but clearly there is no
planning in the education system and there are no
clear goals. There is no vision about where public
education should go, where it should expand and
how it should serve the public interest. That is why
it is pathetic to see the Premier describing interactive
video network as a great breakthrough. It was
described as 'the greatest change in education in our
time'. So was the shift from blackboard to exercise
book, but we still need teacher training and a quality
system! It is not enough to install a few technological
innovations.
Currently the government's ability to plan and
develop infrastructure for the future is being
damaged by following a dogma that it basically all
belongs in the hands of the market, even though in
the long term it is at the expense of the wealthy in
the community, the state's competitiveness and our
own future. The government is abandoning all that
for the dogma of the rational market. Just in case
honourable members think all these comments have
come from someone from the extreme left, I will
read an article from the Economist of 12 September
1992. The article, entitled 'The case for central
planning', is a critique of liberal-conservative
thinking, nea-liberalism and the types of excesses we
have seen in the United States and in Great Britain
under Thatcher. This article states:
... conservative thinking has ruled economic policy for
the past decade. It is no coincidence that the 1980s were
also a time of diminishing public invesbnent in
infrastructure. Governments railed against public
spending of most sorts - and, by and large, rightly so.
But they sometimes failed to distinguish between
useful spending programs and wasteful ones, and then
went on to shrink the former and boost the latter.

So proper spending on infrastructure, health and
education, on maintaining Melbourne Water and on
keeping essential services in the hands of the state
and in the hands of the people best able to plan and
to coordinate the delivery of services and long-term
investments for the time frame His Excellency

DOMESTIC (FERAL AND NUISANCE) ANIMALS BILL
Thursday. 8 September 1994

ASSEMBLY

pointed to has been sacrificed because of a belief that
confuses government investment and infrastructure
development with big government. That is an
absolute mistake! It betrays a complete
misunderstanding of the role of the state and the
importance of state spending.
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great periods of speculation in the 18905, the 1920s
and the 198Os, when landboomers caused enormous
damage. We should compare that with the benefits
that have come from rational investments made by
the state.
An honourable member interjected.

Given the reference His Excellency made to the
importance of considering longer time frames, I
have sought to highlight the importance of
maintaining agencies in the hands of the state. I refer
to agencies like the predecessors of Melbourne
Water and other agencies that, since the 19th
century, have helped remove many diseases from
our state and our city - in other words, the group of
agencies that have delivered clean water and
sewerage - and assisted our development and
expansion. Those agencies are too important to be
broken up into regional bodies that ultimately will
not compete against each other but form regional
monopolies.

Mr CARLI - I am giving you many original
thoughts! The government is confusing the idea of
big government with the importance of
infrastructure and development.
In conclusion, I believe we must look again at His
Excellency's words, when he talks about the
importance of longer time frames and our ability to
develop this state and the agencies I have referred to.

Debate adjourned on motion of Mr LUPTON
(Knox).
Debate adjourned until later this day.

The basis of the competition is false. Different
regiOns will have different costs and different
operations. Who will be responsible for the
coordination of all the service obligations we have
come to expect? We should not laugh at our
country's history, at the history of our settlement of
this vast, dry continent. We have needed the state to
intervene and plan and make decisions in ways that
have allowed our cities and provincial cities to grow.
That history is the very basis of our country's
strength. Yet this government is preparing to
dismantle those agencies. The government's mistake
has been to confuse measures that will lead to
genuine competitiveness and micro-economic
reform - for example, the national electricity grid,
where major generators from the various states will
compete with each other and use excess capacity with the sorts of reforms that break up agencies into
little, uncompetitive, regional entities.
Kenneth Davidson compared the government's
breaking up of the SEC to Coles-Myer breaking up
its whole system into corner stores: any economies
of scale and the capacity to plan and intervene and
be a major player will be lost. None of those smaller
entities will be able to undertake the sorts of
activities we have come to expect from the agencies I
have mentioned. None of those entities will be able
to deliver services for the public good, which we
Victorians have come to expect.
The history of this state shows that free enterprise
has blossomed in partnership with the state. It is an
illusion to rewrite history. We must remember the

DOMESTIC (FERAL AND NUISANCE)
ANIMALS BILL
Second reading
Mr W. D. McGRATH (Minister for
Agriculture) - I move:
That this bill be now read a second time.

The introduction of the bill implements the policy of
the government to introduce workable urban animal
management legislation in conjunction with public
awareness and education programs. The bill
provides a sound framework for the management of
domestic animals up to and beyond the year 2000. A
responsible approach to domestic animals legislation
over this period must reflect current community
values and expectations with regard to domestic
animal welfare; must reward responsible owners for
their behaviour; must motivate and educate all
owners to behave responsibly; and must penalise
irresponsible owners.
The bill adopts a middle-of-the-road position that
addresses the concerns of the community relating to
nuisance animals, attacks by dangerous dogs and
damage to the environment while simultaneously
protecting the rights of animal owners.
The Dog Act 1970 does not meet the needs and
expectations of Victorians in the 1990s. Dogs and
cats are not given equal legal recognition, nor are
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dog and cat owners required to exhibit equally
responsible behaviour. Since the passage of the Dog
Act patterns of pet ownership as well as community
attitudes and expectations about what constitutes
responsible behaviour have changed considerably.
In particular there are now growing problems with
dangerous dogs and irresponsible operators of
domestic animal businesses which cannot be dealt
with Wlder that act The myriad problems caused by
stray and nuisance animals are also inadequately
provided for in the act
The government acknowledges that most Victorian
pet owners are responsible. Most people take good
care of their animals and ensure that their pets do
not cause a nuisance to the community.
Nevertheless even responsible pet owners require
services from their local council. The services
include the safe return of a lost pet and programs
that protect pets from stray and nuisance animals
either on the owner's property or when being
legitimately exercised on public property.
Approximately 20 per cent of pet owners are
irresponsible and cost the community a great deal
more. Irresponsibly owned pets account for more
than 90 per cent of the complaints to councils. These
animals make up the majority of the more than
80 000 animals handled by animal welfare shelters,
more than half of which are destroyed each year.
Irresponsibly owned animals are often the link
between the domestic and feral populations which
are destrOying our native wildlife. Feral cat control is
currently permitted only in national parks, which
comprise approximately 13 per cent of the state, and
even if legislation permitted widespread feral cat
control outside these parks it would be impossible to
implement without a legislative requirement for
domestic cats.
The government considers it is important that there
is single statewide legislation managed by
municipalities to provide uniformity and continuity
of animal control over the state. This avoids
fragmentation and provides the best value from
community education programs while allowing the
statewide domestic animal problem to be monitored
and managed. It allows a positive link between
government and the key animal welfare and animal
ownership groups and provides for animal control
over municipal areas as well as other areas such as
national parks, waterways and land managed by
statutory bodies.
I shall now deal briefly with some Significant
features of the bill.
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REGISTRATION OF DOGS AND CATS
This bill takes a new and responsible approach to
funding services provided to pets and pet owners.
The program is completely self-funding. There will
be no cost to the state or local government, nor will
there be costs to members of the community who do
not own cats or dogs.
Dogs and cats over six months of age will be
required to be registered with the local municipality.
Councils will be able to appoint registration agents
to facilitate a higher rate of registration of dogs and
cats. Local councils will set their fees to cover their
costs, and it is expected that the fee structures will
incorporate a fair and equitable application of the
user-pays principle, analogous to the rating 1
insurance bonuses given to safe drivers and the
penalty rates required of poor drivers. The two-step
fee scale will ensure that the minority of pet owners
(about 20 per cent) who are irresponsible and cause
more than 90 per cent of complaints to councils will
largely bear the costs for the nuisance their animals
cause to the community.
For the first time in Victoria, owners of dogs and cats
who demonstrate responsible ownership will be
rewarded through a substantial discount in
registration fees payable. This lower fee is a
reflection that responsibly owned animals are far
less likely to cause community concern needing to
be addressed by municipal councils.
Responsible ownership includes desexing,
permanent identification, completion of obedience
training by a recognised organisation and
membership of a club or society which can
demonstrate that members abide by appropriate
codes of ethics and which sponsors responsible
animal ownership among its members.

PROTECTION AND CONTROL OF LOST DOGS
AND CATS
In order to protect the welfare of dogs and cats that
are outside the premises of their owners, this bill
allows members of the community to seize those
animals so that their welfare is not endangered, for
example by possible road accidents. To ensure that a
lost animal is reunited with its owner in the shortest
possible time, the person who seizes the animal is
then required to deliver that animal to an authorised
officer or to a body which has an agreement with the
council in the municipality in which the dog or cat is
found. The owner of the animal can then claim :he
pet at the pound.
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The bill provides for the return of stray animals to
their owners and ensures that responsibly owned
animals are protected from the ravages of nuisance
stray dogs or cats coming onto the property. Under
the bill, where a person does not want a dog or cat
on his or her property this fact will have to be made
known to the owner of the straying dog or cat to
enable appropria te action on the part of the animal
owner. If straying by the animal concerned again
occurs, a municipal council may be requested to
serve a notice of objection on the owner of the
animal. An offence cannot be committed until after
such notice has been served.
The bill provides for a council to enter into an
agreement with a person or body to undertake
certain animal control activities and also provides
the means to address the stray, unwanted and feral
cat population.
DANGEROUS DOGS

This legislation clearly defines dangerous dogs in
terms of specific dangerous behaviour by an
individual dog and does not depend on the real or
perceived characteristics of a breed or type of dog.
To protect the community this legislation sets out
precise requirements for the identification and
control of such dogs and gives the local council the
authority to deal with the problems these dogs cause.
CATS
The essential issue relating to the management of
cats is the inclusion of the cat within the scope of the
bill so as to permit a responsible authority to take
action when needed. The bill provides protection for
responsibly owned cats and protection of ownership
of cats by members of the community.

REGISTRATION OF DOMESTIC ANIMAL
BUSINESSES
The majority of commercial enterprises associated
with dogs and cats operate with an acceptable
standard of animal welfare. However, there are a
number that do not and there are problems
associated with peripheral activities. For example,
although most pet shops meet community
expectations, there are a number that create
problems associated with poor management and
resulting animal welfare concerns. Peripheral
activities including the sale of animals at flea
markets, trash and treasure markets and so on can
result in impulse buying, often by children without
parental consent; and more often than not this
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results in a long-term problem of irresponsible
ownership or the animal being dumped. Similar
problems exist with boarding establishments,
breeding establishments and dog training
establishments, particularly those training attack
dogs.
The legislation will provide for municipal councils
to register premises of domestic animal businesses.
The registration process will be linked to standards
defined by the industry for management, husbandry
and welfare of animals and for facilities and
equipment at business premises. These standards
will be specified in a code of practice.
ARRANGEMENTS FOR FUNDING EDUCA nON
PROGRAMS AND ADMINISTRA nON

Funding is required for statewide and regional
community and school education programs directed
at aspects of responsible dog and cat ownership.
Funding is also required to meet Department of
Agriculture costs incurred in the administration of
the bill.
The legislation will require councils to pay the
Treasurer $1 from each new animal registration and
subsequent renewal of registration and $10 from
each domestic animal business registration and
renewal of registration.
The totality of these funds will be made available for
the promotion by the Department of Agriculture of
responsible dog or cat ownership, for the promotion
of animal welfare and to meet the costs incurred in
the administration of the legislation.
STATEMENT UNDER SECTION 85(5) OF THE
CONSTITUTION ACT

I wish to make a statement under section 85(5) of the
Constitution Act 1975 of the reasons for altering or
varying that section by this bill.
Clauses 30(2) and 31(2) of the bill are intended to
alter or vary section 85 of the Constitution Act 1975
to the extent necessary to prevent the Supreme
Court from entertaining proceedings to the extent
provided in those clauses. Clause 30(2) provides that
where a person destroys a dog or cat under
subclause (1) of clause 30, that person does not incur
any liability for acting under subclause (1). Clause
31(2) is a similar provision applying to authorised
officers acting under clause 31(1).
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The reason for preventing the entertaining of these
proceedings is that without the protection provided
in these clauses authorised persons may be reluctant
to destroy dogs or cats found at large in the vicinity
of livestock or in a control zone or conservation
zone. To fail to destroy and to leave dogs and cats at
large in these areas presents an unacceptably high
risk of death or injury to livestock, wildlife or the
environment.
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great deal of embarrassment for the government and
the people of Victoria when the opposition talks
about financial management because over the past
10 years, before it was thrown out of government,
the Labor Party quite clearly demonstrated that it
had not the least idea of how to financially manage
the affairs of this state. In real terms, this state was
bankrupt!
An Honourable Member - Hear, hear!

I believe the bill meets all the requirements of
responsible domestic animal legislation, and it is a
fair and equitable application of the principle of user
pays. It protects the environment and our native
wildlife and will improve the overall welfare of
domestic animals in Victoria without imposing any
new burden on responsible owners of cats and dogs.
I commend the bill to the house.
Debate adjourned on motion of Ms MARPLE
(Altona).
Debate adjourned until Thursday, 22 September.

GOVERNOR'S SPEECH
Address-in-reply
Debate resumed from earlier this day; motion of
Mr WELLS (Wantima) for adoption of
address-in-reply.
Mr LUPTON (Knox) - It is with great pleasure
that I join the debate, but in doing so I note that I
listened to some of the replies made by members of
the opposition with considerable concern. They
covered a range of topics, from the debate on a
republic to education, health, roads, police,
community services - you name it, they've covered
it! The opposition has been critical of every action
the government has taken. It was interesting to hear
opposition members talking about the republic. One
speaker talked for about 20 minutes about the
republic and the benefits that it would bring to him
and to his illustrious Prime Minister.

We must remember that a republic is only one
person's concept of how this country should be run,
and that person is the Prime Minister, who is
pushing this country into becoming a republic for
his own personal gain.
On every issue the opposition has been negative in
everything it has attempted to explain. It has even
tried to explain financial management. It causes a

Mr LUPTON - If we had been a private
enterprise, they would have shut the doors, put the
padlocks on, locked up the directors and closed the
whole thing down. But, here we have some
honourable members of the opposition standing up
and talking about financial management. What gall
they have to turn around and do so! Opposition
members have criticised every particular aspect of
everything this government has undertaken.
One speaker even raised - dare I say it! - the
Pyramid levy. I thought that would have been
struck from the vocabulary of every member of the
Labor Party. Why was it introduced? It was
introduced because the former Treasurer said to the
public of Victoria, 'Don't worry about it, read my
lips, you can trust me, Pyramid is safe'. A couple of
weeks later, the doors of Pyramid Building Society
were locked by the fonner government.
The levy was introduced for some reason or
another -no-one is really too sure about it -and a
couple of hundred thousand dollars that was
collected from it has gone into consolidated revenue,
never to be seen again, never to be spent on
anything that the public is going to see. I certainly
never received any benefit from it, and I doubt
whether anybody else in Victoria did as well!
The honourable member for Springvale criticised the
government's Better Roads levy. The fact is that we
have done exactly what the fonner Labor
government did. As I said before, not one cent of the
Labor government's Pyramid levy came back to the
people of Victoria in the fonn of any benefit, but it
was there for some obscure reason.
I shall turn to the Better Roads levy the government
has just introduced. So far $495 million has been
allocated for new roadworks. For this year alone,
$200 million will be spent on new roads. The
3-cent-a-litre levy will go towards new roads.

Honourable members interjecting.
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Mr LUPTON - Labor Party members are
interjecting - they have been sucked right in!
l1tis is an area that I can talk about with a great deal
of knowledge. It is an absolute disgrace that under
the Labor government no money was spent on roads.
In 1990 the then chairman of Vicroads addressed the

municipalities in the outer east of Melbourne. They
were concerned about roads and asked, 'When are
we going to get money for roads?'. I can quote the
answer just about as he said it: 'Ladies and
gentlemen, we will be lucky to maintain our existing
road assets, let alone build any other roads because
there ain't no money'.
Yet we are criticised by the honourable member for
Springvale for introducing a levy that will put
$200 million into new roads over and above the
works the government has already done with the
commitment of $495 million so far -and that does
not even include the figures in this year's budget!
TIlat should make opposition members squirm. Not
a cent was spent on maintenance of roads in my
area. The former government's policy was: put it all
in the west, forget the rest! Meanwhile out in the
east of Melbourne roads had deteriorated. It reached
the stage where, when we turned to the maintenance
of roads, we virtually had to go back to the base
metal and start all over again.
The cost of maintaining the roads has been virtually
the same as ripping them all up and starting from
scratch, all because of the ten years of ineptitude of
the Labor government.
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those people and offer them disability retirement
that they would suddenly make miraculous
recoveries. It was wonderful medical treatment
because people who had been away from work for
five or six years would suddenly return to work
within a week. It seemed it was only a matter of
fronting up and presenting your certificate and you
could remain on Workcare. What an absolute
disgrace! People were caught everywhere around
the country. They did not have to produce medical
certificates, and were getting away with ripping the
state off.
Yet opposition members sit back and criticise, and
the honourable member for Geelong North talked
about financial management. Heavens above! They
are absolutely amazing.
I shall now turn to the cost-cutting measures for
which the opposi tion has been cri ticising the
government. In the period of some 20 months since
the new government came into being we have
already had five by-elections.
Mr Wells - How many?
Mr LUPTON - Five by-elections! And they have
not been caused by members of the government, the
coalition - they have all been caused by opposition
members. They have been getting their
superannuation and nmning. There has probably
been only one genuine retirement, and I refer to an
honourable member in the other place, the
Honourable Bill Landeryou.
Mr Wells - What happened to the rest?

[shall now turn to Workcare and the Workcover
situation. Workcare - what a dirty word that is! It
was basically a right for anybody to go off on
Workcare, never to return to work again. It was a
notion of 'Stay on Workcare and you will be paid'.
The Workcare debt was $2 billion.
Mr Wells -Guilty!
Mr LUPTON - After a period of two years the
debt is now only $200 million. The government has
picked up an enormous amount of money, and what
is more, people are back in the work force. People
who were on the sidelines for years are now back in
the work force.
[can speak on this topic with authority because [
have administered a large superannuation fund. We
found that people were on Workcare for years. It
was only when we started to examine the cases of

Mr LUPTON - The others have all got out for
various reasons, and no doubt the change in
superannuation law had something to do with it.
This state has seen five by-elections which have been
at an enormous cost to the state. Yet opposition
members have been penny pinching - the people
who have the least idea about financial
management - and continually moaning and
groaning.
An Honourable Member - How much did they
cost?
Mr LUPTON - An enormous amount of money!
I noted that the honourable members who talked
about the reopening of Parliament all had their
snouts in the trough. You could not get into the tent!
And the ones who were on the front step eating their

GOVERNOR'S SPEECH

192

ASSEMBLY

cucumber sandwiches at the picnic table all looked
beautiful on the television too!
I shall now turn to education. When the government
came into office and looked at the education budget
it saw a magnificent black hole in the middle of it.
An amount of money had been set aside that had not
actually been set aside but had been expended
without any attempt to try and balance the books.
The honourable member for Carrum has been
jumping up and down making various statements
and sniping at the government ever since he became
the shadow Minister for Education. Yet I look at the
transcript of the Channel 10 news of 9 October 1993
and find that the reporter said:
tabor closed dozens of schools during its 11-year reign.
Many have since been carved up and sold but
opposition education spokesman Mal Sandon says
mergers under Labor took too long and suggested the
former government may have been too soft.

Mr Sandon is reported as saying:
I think we were too consultative so if I was Minister for
Education I would have maintained our consultative
process but would have given them set deadlines and
time lines in which to meet them.
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should have 'traded' our generosity to them. We
should have obtained from them improved work
practices, and not agreed to smaller and smaller classes
and fewer teaching contact hours.

The present Leader of the Opposition, the empty
suit, has not targeted any teachers in his policies and
has said he would employ more teachers, yet the
former Premier - and I think people had a lot of
respect for him when he was first elected - said the
former Labor government did not do enough.
I have also noticed some of the comments thrown
around regarding the splitting up of the SEC and the
privatisation of its various parts. I think back to 1990
when the previous Labor government started on
what are commonly called its voluntary departure
packages. SEC numbers went from 22 000 to 14000
jobs.
Mr Wells - Under which government?
Mr LUPTON - Under a Labor government and at an enormous cost. Eight thousand people
went out, plus those who left Melbourne Water and
the Gas and Fuel Corpora tion. The opposition is
suggesting that because this government is
downsizing and making improvements it is only
following along the same steps that Labor initiated
and possibly would have gone further with.

The reporter then says:
And Mr Sandon said that yes, just like the state
government, if necessary he would force mergers too ...

What the heavens has he been moaning about? He
has been moaning and groaning that the
government has taken the same initiative as he
would have had he been Minister for Education.
Heaven forbid, I hope my grandchildren do not
have to go through having that member as Minister
for Education.
Mr Wells - We won't be around to see it.

Mr LUPTON - I wouldn't be around to see it. I
also refer to comments attributed to the illustrious
former Premier of the state, Mr John Cain, in
Achievements and Lessons for Reform Governments:
Work practice changes in the public sector are hard to
achieve. We were able to effect more significant
changes in the eight years from 1982 to 1990 than our
predecessors did in the previous 27 years. However we
did not handle some of these changes as well as we
might. We did not get anything back from teachers. We

Let us consider council amalgamations. What a great
effort by the former government! It did not have the
intestinal fortitude to go through with it. It started
negotiations with various councils but when it came
to the crunch - and I believe it was the City of
Bendigo that pulled the rug from under its feetLabor government members all went to water.
Yet now they moan and groan about council
amalgamations - about our doing what they tried
to do but did not have the courage or conviction to
go ahead with. The former government did not have
a commitment to the betterment of the state for the
people of Victoria. Opposition members snipe, moan
and groan because a couple of unpopular decisions
had to be made. It is absolutely disgraceful. Labor
did not have the commitment.
Some councils were prepared to consider
amalgamations. I was involved in amalgamation
negotiations when suddenly Labor government
members had their backs to the wall, put their hands
in their pockets and moved away. They could not
face the reality.
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Let us consider how 20 months of this government's
being in office has improved the situation in my
electorate and the projects to which money has been
allocated and spent around the area. For computers
and software for Knoxbrooke Adult Training
Support Services, $4000 was allocated; for Femtree
Gully Mountain District Women's Cooperative,
$10000 was allocated; and for youth groups in Knox
and Rowville, $92 500 was allocated.
Mr Mildenhall interjected.

Mr LUPTON - Former government members
may be able to say how much money was spent on
youth services, but what is there to show for it?
There is not a thing. The former government did not
even know how much accommodation was
available. It did not have a clue. All it did was throw
money at one thing after another. It was disgraceful.
The former government had no commitment,
wasted money and had nothing to show for it.
The local conservation strategy has $20 000 allocated
to it. The Institute for Horticultural Development at
Knoxfield has $8 million allocated to it. Agricultural
research gives a return of $16 to $1. TItis institute is
leading the state. Victoria will become the leader in
Australia in clean fruit and vegetable production
and will export around the world. We will be able to
turn around research and development and export
throughout the world, including throughout
South-East Asia, because we have the commitment
and skills necessary to be able to do so. Agricultural
research gives a return of $16 for every $1 invested,
yet the fonner Labor government sold half the land
on which that research facility is located for
high-density regional development. What an
organisation! This government is getting a return of
$16 to $1, yet the fonner government flogged off the
land because it could make a couple of bob on it. It
had no commitment to the people of Victoria.
One day when on a tour of that facility, we found in
a shed several tonnes of posters ordered by the
fonner government, posters that nobody had
wanted. They were to be given to school children
but nobody wanted them. They could not be given
away in show bags at the Royal Agricultural Show.
Who paid for that? You and I - the taxpayers paid
for it. That all came out of the agriculture budget.
The stack of posters would have covered an area
from me to the honourable member for Geelong
North, only the posters were better looking than
him, and wider too.
An honourable member interjected.
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Mr LUPTON - They were in colour.
Boronia police station has $2.5 million allocated to it.
In the city of Knox the former government closed
three police stations and set up one at a cost of some
$686 000 a year to lease, with a 10-year contract. It
was a pretty good concept. The then police minister
was not going to close one police station in the city
of Knox until such time as there had been
negotiation and consultation with the commwtity.
Negotiation and consultation effectively took the
form of the then government saying, 'Well, we are
going to close it. It will take only 3.25 minutes to get
there from headquarters'. That was the extent of the
consultation.
When the stations were closed, the police station
was not built where it was originally proposed it be
built, from which allegedly it would have taken
3.25 minutes to reach those other areas. The station
was moved further out by another four sets of traffic
lights or roughly a kilometre. It was said that the
statiOI). could still service those areas, yet not
12 months after a change of government the police
admitted that they could no longer do the jobs they
were supposed to do from the new headquarters
and required a centre in the town of Boronia.
One of the unfortunate side effects of the closure of
the police station in Boronia is that that townquite a nice town with a population of 25 000 people;
it happens to be the town I live in -now has the
10th highest crime rate in the state. Clifton Hill is
no. 1. Boronia is now in the top 10, and I attribute a
large proportion of the blame to the former
government in its deciding to close down the police
stations.
The runs are on the board. The former government
put Boronia in the top 10. Let us see what happens
when the government puts the police station back
where it should have been. Perhaps then the people
of the area can feel safe again. People have a right to
expect to be safe in their own homes and streets.
The former government did not have two pennies to
rub together because it squandered its money.
Budget cuts resulted in a reduction in the number of
police stations and police protection. The people of
the area have suffered and their rights have been
taken away from them.
I have been proud to work with the honourable
member for Wantima, who is sitting alongSide me,
in going to the minister and achieving a new
campus for Rowville Secondary College at a cost of
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some $3.9 million. 'That is only the initial stage. The
Rowville area has an enormous growth rate. The
former government made provision for primary
schools but no land was available for the secondary
college. The Rowville Secondary College would
have had to close down in a couple of years because
it was landlocked so it was necessary to build a
second campus. 'That has been achieved by the
honourable member for Wantirna and me to the
benefit of the people in that area. A grant of
approximately $31 000 has been made for schools of
the future; $82 500 for the eastern regional library
development; and $1.7 million has been made
available in the Knox electorate for the maintenance
and upgrading of local schools. During 10 years of
Labor government no money was spent on the
maintenance of schools in the Knox electorate. Some
schools have not had a coat of paint for 20 years.
One school that was built 21 years ago has not had a
coat of paint. There are primary and secondary
schools where one can push one's finger through the
wooden window sills because they have rotted away
and the spouting is so bad water runs everywhere.
Steps and stairs are unsafe -at one school bolts had
to be put through the end wall to hold them up. It
cost $250 000 to bring it up to scratch so the students
would not feel endangered.
The government has put money where it is required
and has attempted to stop the rot that was allowed
to develop under the Labor government.
I turn to the State Bank of Victoria. When I was a kid
at school I put money into my account every week,
which I believe the majority of children did. When
you got married you went to the State Bank to get a
loan. The bank looked after you and cared for you.
The State Bank went through a couple of wars and a
depression but when the Labor government came to
power it sold the State Bank, the institution that
made Victoria what it was. The Labor government
sold off the bank which the majority of people in the
state grew up with and in which they expected their
savings to be safe.
Members of the former government have criticised
every initiative the government has taken.
Everything the tabor government had it sold or
gave away. Recently, the Crime Prevention
Committee went overseas on its inquiry into the
sexual abuse of children, yet the honourable member
for Carrum, who was a member of that committee,
shot his mouth off. The committee was studying
sexual abuse problems to find out how Victoria can
improve the way it handles people who commit
such offences. For some reason the honourable

Thursday, 8 September 1994

member went off his trolley for a while and made
outrageous statements about how much the trip
would cost, saying it was a junket.
The committee spent 31 days travelling through four
countries studying sexual abuse. It will hand down a
report that will show every cent was well spent. It
will make recommendations that I believe even the
Labor Party will support. Members of the committee
who went on the trip were honest, dedicated and
committed. I will be very surprised if the work of
that committee does not have a great impact on the
people of Victoria.
The honourable member for Wantima spoke about
the taxi industry. The recommendations of the
Crime Prevention Committee have been adopted
wholeheartedly by the ministries involved. In all
fairness to the Labor Party, for once it has not been
negative and has supported those recommendations,
which is amazing.
Policing is one of my favourite hobby horses. The
government has introduced a number of initiatives
that the opposition has opposed for the sake of
opposition. Yesterday, fingerprinting of various
suspects was mentioned in this place. That initiative
has been very successful. When some people were
fingerprinted for the first time it was found that they
had committed other crimes. Civil libertarians
accept the fact that those people were getting away
with their crimes under the previous government.
People in the street can now hold their heads high
because the police are doing something to protect
them. Police are now allowed to take names and
addresses. The opposition has said that the
government is taking away the rights of the
individual. What a load of absolute rubbish! The
Labor government was not interested in protecting
citizens in the street, it was only interested in the
minority who wanted to abuse SOCiety and break the
law -even laws the Labor government created.
I remember some time ago the honourable member
for Altona expressing concern about victim impact
statements. She said she believed the offenders
would be harassed and didn't worry about the
victims. I believe the victims are the ones who have
the right to be protected. If people want to abuse the
rules of society they must do the time, yet the
honourable member for Altona made such an
outrageous statement.
I know Labor members - there are only a few of
them here -are somewhat agitated because I have
struck a few raw nerves, but what I have said is the
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truth. What it has shown is the fact that this
opposition - -

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr LUPTON - The honourable member for
Doncaster is probably a bigger opposition to the
government than the Australian Labor Party. TItis
opposition has no policies and no thoughts for the
future of this state; it is being negative and has
continually opposed all legislation that has been
introduced.
What got up my nose was the opposition having the
gall to talk about financial management when its
financial management history has been abysmal. I
could talk about universities and auditors learning
how to fiddle the books, and about how people can
go bankrupt and walk away without going to gaol.
It is a pleasure to defend the government against
unwarranted attacks by the Australian Labor Party.
The opposition is the negative party.
Mr MILDENHALL (Footscray) - It is a great
pleasure to join the debate, especially after that
scintillating display from the outer east!
Unfortunately I missed the opening of Parliament
because I was at the Administrative Appeals
TribWlaI trying to subject the government to some
basic accountability. I missed the opening, the new
beginning, the changeover and the new generation
of policies. From the descriptions of the event that I
have gathered there was a sizzle but no sausage, a
circus but no bread!

Honourable members interjecting.
The ACI1NG SPEAKER (Mr E. R. Smith) Order! The honourable member for Footscray
without assistance.
Mr MILDENHALL - Thank you for your
protection, Mr Acting Speaker. I can see by the
company I have in the chamber that I may need
some.

The Governor's speech says that the government
will soon be sending to all households an interim
report on its progress. It is opportune and timely for
the constituents of Footscray to provide a mid-term
report on the cabinet class of 1992. I shall follow the
order in the Victorian Parliamentary Handbook.
The first member of the class is the Minister for
Police and Emergency Services. Unfortunately the
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report says: poor effort; perfonnance goes from bad
to worse - F. In Footscray, the minister has failed to
honour a commitment to redevelop the Sunshine
police and court complex, although acknowledging
that its conditions are the worst in the state.
Mr Lupton interjected.
The ACTING SPEAKER -Order! The
honourable member for Knox was heard in relative
quiet while I was in the chair and I want that to
continue.
Mr MILDENHALL - In the face of the statistics
showing an increase in crime the minister decided to
reduce the staff complement at the Maidstone police
station by half. He added insult to injury with the
totally inappropriate siting of the new women's
prison. That siting violated his own guidelines,
which give some prominence to the need for the
prison to be accessible to public transport. He has
only been saved from complete disgrace by some
good local officers who are trying their best to paper
over the cracks that are appearing in the system.

The report of the Minister for Industry and
Employment states: uninterested; looking for
improvement in attitude during the remainder of the
term; homework may have been affected by
suspected influence of spirit - E. The minister has
failed to agree to allow his department to participate
in a joint business advisory and enterprise centre in
Footscray, despite the fact that his department
shares an office with the enterprise centre.
The minister has attempted to ingratiate himself
with the locals by using the community-based
employment program funding. However,
allocations only match the need data in the area and
probably do not reach that standard.
The report on the Minister for Regional
Development, who is also the Minister for Local
Government and the minister responsible for
Workcover, states: combines insensitivity with a lack
of commitment; indication that performance will
worsen through remainder of the term - F. The
minister is insensitive to the plight of injured
workers in the electorate of Footscray. He is inactive
in regional development, not interested in taking up
opportunities for the western region provided by the
federal government - there is a total lack of activity
there - and shows a distinct lack of commitment to
local democracy. He has a track record of snuffing it
out in many areas aroWld the state.
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The report on the Minister for Roads and Ports
states: unsighted; not sure if he is still in the class D. The minister has reduced funding for lolly-pop
people. He was also a reluctant starter with the
Western Ring Road and, of the $450 million in
funding, this miserly minister provided only about
$30 million. His prospects may improve if the
Western bypass proceeds.
The report on the Minister for Conservation and
Environment, who is also the Minister for Major
Projects, states: regular attendee at ceremonial
activities but has blotted his copybook in recent
times - E. After lalU\ching promotional materials
on the advantages of the Maribymong River - Mr LUPTON (Knox) - On a point of order,
Mr Acting Speaker, I understood it to be the
established practice in this house that honourable
members do not read speeches from notes. I believe
the honourable member for Footscray is reading
virtually word for word.
The ACTING SPEAKER - Order! Is the
honourable member for Footscray reading his
speech?
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Next Minister is the Minister for Small Business,
who is also the Minister responsible for Youth
Affairs. The report says: a likeable lad who shows
genuine interest but has no wherewithal to execute
his ideas; appears to lack favour with the head
prefect - D. Withdrawal of funding for the local
business centre was an act of insensitivity and poor
judgment, particularly in relation to the
Indo-Chinese advisory centre. The minister has done
some interesting work on youth policy links with
industry but there is no evidence of any strategic or
policy approach to the portfolio.
The report on the Minister for Public Transport says:
wastes class time with silly stunts and petulance
during show and tell; he will not share the class train
set and likes to dress female class members in
uniform - F. He has failed to proceed with the
transit patrol centre at the Footscray railway station;
significantly reduced services to the permanent
holiday timetable; increased fares by up to 20 per
cent in one year with a resulting drop in patronage
of more than 10 per cent; reduced services to an
unreliable and consistently late delivery-Mr Wells - You never use public transport!

Mr MILDENHALL (Footscray) - I have detailed
notes but I am not reading.

Mr MILDENHALL - Of course I do, but not
every day.

After recently launching promotional material on
the advantages of the Maribyrnong River, the
Minister for Major Projects is now promoting the
construction of five high-rise blocks of flats on the
flood plains of the Maribymong River. That is a
sensational promotion of an area of natural beauty!
He has refused to honour a commitment to create an
Environment Protection AuthOrity office in the
western suburbs. It is a disgraceful effort!

The Minister for Natural Resources: occasionally
rough in class; a heavy who appears to want to curry
favour with the silver tails. Slugging one of the
poorest communities in the state by dramatically
increasing water rates and then reducing them in
Toorak shows an absolute lack of any sense of
policy, any sense of social justification, any sense of
fair taxing policy - a D for his effort. It is better
than some - he did try to fix up the sewer collapse
in Kensington during the year and a fair bit of effort
put into that, so a D is allocated in this case.

One of the highlights is the report on the Minister for
Education, which states: an affable senior student in
class but totally out of his depth at this level - F. He
has closed two schools in the electorate, one in the
centre of a new housing development along the
Maribymong River, which is expected to
accommodate 2500 new residents, including 500 to
600 children. He has closed the school. What
sensational planning! He has reduced education
staffing in the electorate by more than 200 teachers.
He has wiped out most of the
English-as-a-second-language program, reading
recovery programs and most specialist teachers in
the primary system - a terrible performance!

The Minister for Community Services: appalling
start; failed kindergarten where he showed extreme
animosity towards teachers, parents and
committees - F! Despite the ludicrous claims by
this minister that 93 per cent of eligible children
attend preschool in this state, the figure in Footscray
is 65 per cent. It is an appalling indictment on the
selective and diSCriminatory policies introduced
with fees and structuring of this service. The
maternal and child health service is in major
difficulty, particularly for the communities of
non-English-speaking backgrounds and low-income
families. Major problems with child protection
services have been well documented in this house.
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The Minister for Aged Care and Minister for
Housing: unusual interest and commitment in a
class of underachievers - a B for this one. He has
shown significant interest in housing policy and
redevelopment issues in the area but may blot the
copy book with what is likely to be - I am not being
pessimistic here - the significant under-resourcing
of a very usefu11inkages program that keeps aged
and infirm people out of institutional residential
care.
The Minister for Agriculture: a trier but fails to
sustain class interest in show and tell; takes an
eternity to get to the point - D.
Mr Perton - You are an F!
The ACTING SPEAKER - Order! The
honourable member for Doncaster is out of his plaCe
and disorderly. I ask him to be quiet and to listen to
the debate.
Mr MILDENHALL - The Minister for Planning:
an obvious intellect; pretends to show off in class;
suspect may have allowed the head prefect to get his
fingers in the tuckshop till. On the local scene: wiped
out the area improvement program which was of
Significant assistance to councils and other groups
trying to improve both the physical amenity and the
planning of district centres; has abandoned planning
policy in favour of personal intervention in planning
issues.
Mr Loney - What about Viccode 2?
Mr MILDENHALL - If that's what you call
policy!
The Treasurer: wants to run the tuckshop but paid
$8 million for a baloney sandwich! Career seems
directed towards snake oil salesman. On the local
level the flat tax of $100 has hit the poorest
commwlity in Melbourne extremely hard indeed an appalling performance; preaches small
government but practices high tax and big debt;
preaches accountability and transparency but
practices an active allocation of projects to mates
and hides the amounts; will not reveal or allow to be
revealed basic information that should be available
to the public.
Mr Perton - I wonder if there is a rule against
plagiarism in Parliament.
Mr MILDENHALL - I am offended by that
remark! The Minister for Tertiary Education and
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Training, Minister for the Arts and Minister for
Gaming: is committed to an ancient 'small!' liberal
philosophy but allows head prefect mates to push in
on the games area - a C. Has discovered the goose
that lays the golden egg in the playground. This C
has been warranted by a maintained commitment to
arts projects and facilities in the area, but does
appear to be either unaware of or unconcerned
about the negative impact of the casino and other
gaming activities on selected communities in this
particular electorate.
There are many, many stories coming to light in the
Asian communities and other areas of extreme
personal hardship and difficulty yet there is little
evidence to suggest that the programs that were
meant to be initiated under the Community Support
Fund are having any sort of impact or providing real
assistance.
Minister for Industry Services: goes missing when
assignment is due - E. Procrastinated and dodged
the Coode Island issue despite overwhelming
community consensus and enonnous community
concern; has downsized and blunted the dangerous
goods inspection system.
Minister for Energy and Minerals: behaves in a very
civilised way in class but quietly goes about turning
the school lights off - F.
Mr Perton - What school lights? You are still
reading, that's your problem. Maybe you should
look up once in a while!
Mr MIlDENHAll- The major increase in
electridty tariffs and service charges has also -like
many other bad aspects of taxing policy - had a
dramatic effect on a very poor and low-income area
with older, energy-intensive housing and people in
dire need of adequate energy advice. Services have
been wound back; has dismembered local electricity
supply administration with a Significant negative
effect on the ability of locals to have an influence
over the service delivery, control and access to
finances.
The Minister for Health: a major disappointment as
class health monitor; wants to amputate hands to
treat cut fingers; has an intimidating style, is
ambitious and clearly hopes to be head prefect -F.
In the Footscray electorate the severe cuts to health
services at the preventative, acute and commwlity
levels are having a dramatic impact on the local
community. The threats to the Sunshine campus of
the Western Hospital is causing an extraordinary
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level of concern and demonstrates the insensitivity
of the case-mix model when applied to services of a
sensitive nature.
The major problems that have emerged in
psychiatric services with bed closures and
community level services being subject to major
cutbacks are areas of increasing human tragedy.
The Attorney-General, Minister for Fair Trading and
Minister responsible for Women's Affairs: poor start;
cautioned at sport for trying to hit umpires with a
baseball bat There is a cloud over this minister and
her actions are still being felt through the closure of
the regional branch of the Office of Fair Trading and
Business Affairs in Footscray, which was receiving
500 inquiries a week, and the reduced advisory and
investigation capacity of that office. The lack of
access to those services is impacting on the local area.
The Minister for Sport, Recreation and Racing:
struggling; likes swimming but has trouble with the
float - D. Unfortunately in an act that typified the
whole government class approach he reneged on an
agreement to build a unique swimming centre at
Victoria University that could have been accessed by
the swinuning elite. He also eliminated funding to
innovative recreation programs for high need
groups. However, he kept funding on track for a
much-needed sports centre in the heart of
Braybrook, and that warrants aD-rating.
Mr Loney - What about the Victorian Institute
of Sport?
Mr MILDENHALL - It's funding has also been
cut back, but that does not have a major impact on
my electorate.

The Minister for Finance: inclined to nod off in class;
appears distracted by noctumal pursuits. The
minister appears insensitive of proper planning in
the area I represent with his intention - outlined by
the honourable member for Williamstown in his
inaugural speech and in his contribution during the
motion for the adjournment of the house last
evening - to sell excess government land to the
highest bidder rather than pay attention to sensitive
planning considerations. We need another major
shopping centre in the western region like a hole in
the head!
The Premier: the head prefect has not overcome his
natural inclination to be the schoolyard bully;
cautioned over his behaviour. He occasionally
passes through Footscray on his way to Geelong as
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part of his responsibility as the self-appointed
minister for Geelong. He has demonstrated his real
level of commitment and interest in the democratic
principles by the snuffing out of democracy in local
government
The overall class performance has clearly not
impressed. This class blames the previous class for
the poor performance of the school. This class is
unlikely to be re-enrolled in 1996 and very few of its
members warrant promotion at the end of the year
to the next level.
Debate adjourned on motion of Mr ROWE
(Cranbourne).
Debate adjourned until next day.

ADJOURNMENT
Mrs WADE (Attorney-General) - I move:
That the house do now adjourn.

Activities of Philip Bruce
Mr MILDENHALL (Footscray) - I direct to the
attention of the Minister for Fair Trading the threats
and extortion activities in the plumbing industry
throughout the Melbourne metropolitan area by
disreputable people preying on the frail and
vulnerable in our community. Particularly
disturbing are the activities of Mr Philip Bruce of
347 Macauley Road, Kensington, who has ripped off
dozens of people in the state and has appeared at the
Small Claims Tribunal on at least 27 separate
occasions.
Mr Bruce is well known and notorious. He has come
under the frequent notice of the Office of Fair
Trading and Business Affairs, the Master Plumbers
and Mechanical Services Association and the
Plumbers Gas Fitters and Drainers Registration
Board as well as Melbourne Water. Despite his
infamy little has been done to prosecute this
character.

Mr Bruce's seams are simple: he advertises in local
newspapers to clear blocked drains and sewers for
the bargain basement price of $SO. He advertises as
Emergency Plumbing, Central City Plumbing,
Prahran Plumbing, the Hot and Cold Water Doctor,
High Street-Plenty Road Plumbers or the Supa
Plumb Plumbing Service. He appears to regard
those plumbing problems as an attractive option!
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The $50 job turns into a $500, $1000, $4000 or $6000
job depending on the work.
Cast iron pipes, impervious to roots, are replaced by
Mr Bruce. When the $50 drain-rooting machine is
WlSuccessful, workmen employed by Mr Bruce
quickly call him on the mobile telephone. The
householder is then told it will cost $500 to open the
pipes for a closer examination. Even the
subcontractors describe Mr Bruce as a con man. If
owners complain, Mr Bruce or his workers often
insist on payment and use physical threats. If
customers go to the Office of Fair Trading, he
threatens to sue with a Magistrates Court action.
I ask the minister to stiffen the spine of the
investigatory and prosecution powers - The SPEAKER - Order! the honourable
member's time has expired.

Sunbury tourism
Mr FINN (Tullamarine) - In the absence of the
Minister for Tourism I direct to the attention of the
Attorney-General efforts by a group of Sunbury
people to improve the tourist image and potential of
Sunbury and surrounding areas.
Last Friday morning I attended the inaugural
meeting of the Sunbury Promotion Council, which
was formed following a meeting about three weeks
ago. Although I am not particularly thrilled about
breakfast meetings, I was delighted to be there and
pleased. to see the commitment and the unity of
purpose of the community in bringing Sunbury
forward as a tourist destination, not only for people
in and around Melbourne but also for interstate and
international visitors.
The initiative was based. on the fact that Sunbury is
the birthplace of the Ashes, as I have told this house
once or twice before. We can build a thriving tourist
industry for Sunbury.
Mr Mildenhall interjected.
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1882. Emu Bottom, the oldest homestead in Victoria,
is also something to behold for those visiting
Sunbury.
As the house will be aware, a university campus has
recently been established at the old Caloola site. I am
hopeful that a faculty specialising in tourism will be
established there to teach us whatever is necessary
to make the tourism industry boom.
Given all that and the enormous potential for
Sunbury to build on what is already there, I ask the
minister whether Tourism Victoria can give Sunbury
the recognition and support it deserves to make it
the thriving place we believe it can become.
In recent years the area has copped a lot in the neck.
The idea of establishing the council is a wonderful
way of bringing forth the prosperity that Sunbury is
surely owed. 1 endorse the efforts of those involved
in the Sunbury Promotion Council. I ask the minister
to do everything he can to give us every support. I
hope that in the not-too-distant future many
visitors - not just a few locals - will come to know
the delights of Sunbury.

Corrections Corporation of Australia
Mr HAERMEYER (Yan Yean) - The matter 1
raise for the attention of the Minister for Corrections
concerns the government's awarding of a contract
for the provision of security at the courts and
St Augustine's maximum-security ward at St
Vincent's Hospital as well as the transportation of
prisoners to a company called Corrections
Corporation of Australia.
A number of events have occurred this week which
really lead me to question the appropriateness of
this contract and call into question the competence
of the government to administer contracts of this
nature. On Monday of this week in the County
Court a Corrections Corporation of Australia officer
left a prisoner standing unaccompanied in the
witness box. The CCA officer proceeded to his
supervisor and said, 'I am now leaving. My 8 hours
are up'.

Mr FINN - 1 invite the honourable member for
Footscray to come and have a look - I don't think
he knows where the area is!

An Honourable Member - He must be a
unionist!

Recently a successful Sip 'n' sup festival was held at
Sunbury. Thousands visited the Craiglee,
Goonawarra and Wildwood wineries as well as
Rupertswood, the very place where the stumps from
which the Ashes came were burnt on Christmas Eve,

Mr HAERMEYER - He may well be.
Fortunately the prisoner seemed to be more
responsible than the officer, and he remained in the
dock. This was a sentenced prisoner who was out
from Pentridge for the day.
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Then, on Tuesday, a CCA officer allowed himself to
be handcuffed to the railing in an elevator while the
prisoner drove the elevator up and down until the
police intervened.

presented it in the normal way, as a petition, but
unfortunately the wording at the top of the petition
was not in the correct form. I point out the petition
was signed by more than 65 000 people.

Far more seriously, we noticed that for one month
after CCA was first awarded the contract it did not
have firearms accreditation, so the correctional
services division had to be subcontracted to provide
armed security at the courts, at St Augustine's and
on prison transport. Eventually CCA received
firearms accreditation, but we now find that last
Tuesday all but 2 of its 54 employees failed the
firearms permit accreditation test conducted by the
Victoria Police. So we again have the farcical
situation of correctional services officers, the public
servants, having to be subcontracted to provide a
service that private sector contractors who have
been contracted to provide it are unable to provide.

Mr Alan Vickers, an elderly gentleman, together
with a small committee, has travelled across country
Victoria obtaining signatures in an attempt to have
the Victorian government legislate to make it illegal
to charge more for petrol products in the country
than in metropolitan Melbourne.

I would like the Minister to address the question of
whether his government, and he in particular, are
competent to administer this type of contract,
bearing in mind that CCA is one of the companies
that has been short-listed for the provision of new
contracts.
How can we have any confidence that the
government is able to get it right with a major
prisons contract when it can't get it right with
something as simple as this contract? Secondly, you
have to question the security and competence of the
company involved.
The SPEAKER - Order! The honourable
member's time has expired.

Petrol prices
Mr JASPER (Murray Valley) - I refer the
Premier to the continuing problem for country
people of discrepancies in the price of fuel sold in
country Victoria compared with metropolitan
Melbourne.
Yesterday Mr Alan Vickers of Echuca presented to
me a petition addressed to the Premier, the Speaker
and members of the Legislative Assembly relating to
this issue.
Many people would know that Mr Vickers has been
a petrol price campaigner over the past 12 months,
and is taking this petition across country Victoria.
He has obtained thousands of signatures on this
issue. He told me that it was important that he
present this matter to the Premier. I would have

He is adamant that the price discrepancy affecting
country people should not continue and in his
travels he found this to be a substantial issue among
country people and one they find to be totally
unacceptable. I have spoken to the fuel pricing
authorities and - The SPEAKER - Order! It has been brought to
my attention that yesterday this matter was raised
on the adjournment debate by the honourable
member for Werribee. He mentioned the same
names and also the same petition.
Mr JASPER - I should say in clarification that
the petition presented to the honourable member for
Werribee was addressed to the Governor, and he
highlighted the same problem; but this petition has
been addressed to the Premier. In successive
Parliaments since the late 1970s I have raised this
issue as important. It needs to be looked at. Even
with the issue of milk pricing, we do not see the
large discrepancies that apply in this case. Milk is
produced in country Victoria but it is afforded to
metropolitan people at an equivalent price.
I am pleased that the Premier has recognised the
importance of this issue to country people, has
recOgnised that it is unacceptable and is taking
action on the issue. I hope he also takes note of the
petition signed by 65 000 people.

Brunswick Secondary College
Mr CARLI (Coburg) - I raise with the Minister
for Education the possible reinstatement of the
Brunswick Secondary College nurse. The issue is of
major concern in the electorate of Coburg and
certainly within the Brunswick school community.

In June of this year the Directorate of School
Education informed the school by letter that the
nurse would be made redundant and would have to
leave the school. Since then the school population
has expressed enormous concern. Teachers, students
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and parents have held a number of protest meetings,
including a demonstration by students outside
Parliament House. They have received strong
support within the electorate.
The nurse sees 100 students a week, but in addition
to the heavy workload there are special reasons why
this decision is callous and it involves the work done
by that nurse in that particular school. The
Brunswick Secondary College has a language centre
which is utilised by a large number of refugees.
These young kids from refugee camps in different
parts of the world arrive in incredibly poor health
and have both physical and mental health problems.
They depend on the student nurse to help them out.
The loss is particularly damaging to the female
refugees and students in the area. The nurse has
been able to gain the confidence of female students
who are often both ignorant of their own health and
also have particular problems as a result of their
refugee experience.
They often come from cultures with strong taboos
about personal issues of reproduction and issues
concerning menstruation. This nurse has basically
broken down those barriers. It is important to
re-examine the role of the student nurse in that
particular school. Unfortunately the Directorate of
School Education decided, no doubt based on an
opinion, that the nurse should go without actually
looking at the case. I ask the minister to re-examine
the role of that particular nurse given the nature of
tha t school and her role among refugees trying to
settle in Australia, who face immense difficulties
and problems.
This is something that has galvanised support in the

school community and the Brunswick community in
general. It would be a very kind and good act if she
were reinstated in that role, giving the school an
active health worker to work with the refugee
popula tion.

Attendant carers
Mrs HENDERSON (Geelong) - I raise a matter
for the attention of the Minister for Community
Services concerning two young students with
disabilities who are studying at Deakin UniverSity.
Both these students are resident on the Geelong
campus of the university. Because of their
disabilities they require and receive support from
attendant carers, equivalent to about 24 hours a
week for each student. During the 1994 academic
year the attendant care has been provided by the

Barwon Independent Living centre which, as I said,
provides 24 hours of support for each student. Both
students are in the first year of their courses, one of
three years and one of four. I understand they are
coping very well with living on campus and are able
to continue their studies with the support of
attendant care.
Although Barwon Independent Living will continue
to provide attendant carers for the 1995 academic
year, it will not be able to fund the service for these
. two students. It is possible that this essential service
for young students with disabilities who are
required to live on campus to further their education
will be withdrawn. I am very concerned about these
two young students. Deakin University has a
magnificent disability resource centre based at the
Geelong campus. It provides superb audiovisual
resources for students with disabilities of all kinds,
including hearing-impaired and unsighted students.
1 ask the minister to examine how those two
students can continue their education into the 1995
academic year and how we can fund this very
important and vital service.

Whittington Preschool Centre
Ms MARPLE (Altona) - I raise with the Minister
for Community Services the unwarranted pressure
yet again being put on the Whittington Preschool
Centre to close its doors. The kindergarten is in an
area where such a service is much needed.
Unfortunately the commissioners of the City of
Greater Geelong have acted in an aggressive and
heartless manner.
Letters were sent to families who have enrolled their
children for 1995 telling them to find another
kindergarten. That was done without informing the
teachers or the committee of management. As soon
as the parents of the area got wind of the second
attempt they went out into the community and used
their best endeavours to increase the number of
enrolments for the coming year. This has been most
successful: enrolments are now over the 20 mark,
which is the level they understood had to be gained.
The Whittington community has now been told that
it must find 30 possible enrolments by next Monday.
The greatest worry is that the nearest kindergarten is
5 kilometres from the present one. It is envisaged
that yet another group of young children will move
into primary education without the experience of
that kindergarten year.
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I ask for the minister's assurance that there will be
no pressure on this much-needed kindergarten and
no premature closing of its doors; that he will
support the efforts of the parents in endeavouring to
ensure that a kindergarten is available to the
children of the area so that they will have that year
of education.

Tourism in country Victoria
Mr KILGOUR (Shepparton) - I raise a matter of
the possible support for tourism in country Victoria
by the Minister for Public Transport.

In recent days the regional development committee,
of which I am a member, has had many discussions
about the need to promote tourism in country
Victoria to ensure that people living in the
metropolitan area have a full understanding of what
country Victoria has to offer. I know the minister is
fully aware of the support that tourism can give to
country towns.
The chairman of the regional development
committee, the Honourable Ron Best in another
place, is very keen to see country Victoria promoted
and has come up with the idea that the minister
could possibly support country Victoria - in
particular, the City of Bendigo. As the many people
who have travelled there over the years would
know, Bendigo has the talking trams that run down
the old tram lines to the Central Deborah Gold Mine
and back again. Mr Best's suggestion is that the
Minister for Tourism allow a Bendigo tram to be
seen on the streets of Melbourne, possibly on the
City Circle route. I applaud the introduction of the
City Circle trams, because they have been an
outstanding success since they have been in
operation.
Mr Best has come up with a tremendous idea that
has received strong support from organisations in
Bendigo, including the Bendigo Building Society,
which would be happy to provide transport from
Bendigo to Melbourne if the tram were to run on the
City Circle route, and the City of Greater Bendigo.
The idea has the full support of the honourable
members for Bendigo West and Bendigo East,
Mr Max Turner and Mr Michael John.

I ask that the minister consider the proposal to show
the people of Melbourne what is available in country
Victoria, particularly in the City of Bendigo, through
the Bendigo tram being placed on the City Circle
route.
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Payment for contract teachers
Mr SAND ON (Carrum) - I direct to the
attention of the Minister for Education the matter of
the new employees of the Directorate of School
Education (DSC).

In many cases new employees who are required to
fill out contracts are doing so after they have been
employed and have actually left. Many schools have
raised with me the circumstances of casual teachers
who have to fill out contracts getting the contracts
after they have taught at the schools and receiving
payment for their time at the schools after they have
left. The most recent correspondence about the issue
I have had came from the Wonthaggi Secondary
College saying that the college council had
expressed concern over the length of time short-term
contract teachers have to wait before receiving their
salary payments.
This is not the only case that I have had, but it is one
that has been offered to us around the state. The
example of Wonthaggi Secondary College shows
that the bureaucratic process the department and the
minister have engaged in should not be so complex.
If it were not so complex people would be paid
when they turned up to work at schools.
People who have been receiving unemployment
benefits and who have gone off those benefits to take
up positions have been placed in the situation where
no income is coming in. The suggestion was made
by one DSE official at the regional office that the
school council put up the money. That is ridiculous
because it is the responsibility of the minister and
the directorate to ensure that when someone signs a
contract that the contract is carried through and that
money is made available.
This example in the Gippsland area has been
repeated from school to school. Some 18 months
after its implementation the contract system within
the department is in a shambles. We now know of
case after case of teachers being employed by
schools, and not receiving remuneration for the time
they have worked there until after they have left that
employment. It is absurd to ask school councils to
put up the funds. As we all know they already have
enough to do with the responsibilities that were
formerly those of the department and which school
councils must now carry out.
The SPEAKER - Order! The honourable
member's time has expired.
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By-election costs
Mr LEIGH (Mordialloc) - I raise with the
Attorney-General a matter concerning the costs of
by~ections and how we can reform the State
Electoral Office to reduce those costs. Honourable
members will not be surprised to know that since
the October 1992 election there have been five
by~ections in Victoria, which have cost at least
$567005.

The current opposition leader was responsible for
$224 900. lhat is almost the cost of a refurbishment
of a school in my electorate. I might add that some
of the refurbishment programs have cost less!
The Honourable Bill Landeryou left because he was
sick, so I believe that should be discounted, but the
four by-elections in Doutta Galla, Broadmeadows,
Williamstown and Coburg came to a combined total
of $384 900, which included $144 900 for the Doutta
Galla by-election caused by the Leader of the
Opposition, who was a member of the upper house
from 20 February 1993 to 18 September 1993. Based
on the fact that it appeared that there was nobody of
any talent in this chamber, the opposition chose
someone from outside this chamber to lead the
party, which cost the taxpayer an enormous amount
of money.
We now know that the honourable member for
Pascoe Vale is about to leave as soon as there is call
for a by-election - Mr MICALLEF (Springvale) - On a point of
order, Mr Speaker, I point out that the
Attorney-General came to this place through a
by-election herself so it is inappropriate for the
honourable member to refer the matter to her.

The SPEAKER - Order! There is no point of
order.

Mr LEIGH (Mordialloc) - The honourable
member for Pascoe Vale has decided that he is
leaving the chamber which will mean that there
must be at least one more by-election before the next
state election. I urge the Attorney-General to
implement whatever method she can to reduce the
cost of that by-election from the expected $80 000 in
today's terms.
The Leader of the Opposition can waste $224 900 to
get himself into this chamber because there is no
talent in this chamber and because there are so many
opposition members now deserting the sinking ship.
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I fear that we are in for at least another three or four
by-elections, possibly including a by-election for the
seat of Springvale.
lhat being the case, I urge the Attorney-General to
act, because I want the money to be spent on my
schools and not the internal party games that seem
to be going on within the structure of the Australian
Labor Party.
The SPEAKER -Order! The honourable
member's time has expired.

Residential services for the disabled
Mr HAMILTON (Morwell) - I direct to the
attention of the Minister for Community Services the
contracting out of residential services for people
with disabilities. The Latrobe Valley Residential
Services Association has raised with me a couple of
important questions for the minister. The first is
whether, considering the delays, the contracting~ut
process is to proceed and, if it is to proceed, when it
will occur. A letter from the association states:
... our clients and their families are denied the
acknowledged advantages of local management and
decision making. Clients and families are confused,
disrupted, disadvantaged and are continually WlSUfe
of management arrangements or how their needs will
be met.

It is a matter of serious concern to people involved
in the provision of housing for people with
disabilities. Can the minister clarify whether the
contracting-out process is to proceed and, if so,
when?

Responses
Mrs WADE (Attorney-General) - The
honourable member for Footscray raised with me
problems associated with the way Mr Philip Bruce,
who I understand trades under various names
including Central City Plumbing, Supa Plumb
Plumbing Services and others, conducts his
business. I understand the honourable member for
Footscray has been in touch with the Office of Fair
Trading about this matter, as have a number of other
honourable members.
There appear to be some difficulties with the
practices engaged in by Mr Bruce. I understand
Mr Bruce's charges are significantly higher than the
charges of equivalent plumbers. It is also suggested
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that he rectifies problems that perhaps do not need
to be rectified.
The honourable member for Footscray referred to
the fact that the Plumbers Gas Fitters and Drainers
Registration Board is having some difficulty in
taking any action regarding Mr Bruce. My
understanding is that it has jurisdiction only where
the work done is not done to an adequate standard. I
believe that, although in these cases the work may
not need to be done, when it is done it is done to an
adequate standard from the point of view of the
Plumbers Gas Fitters and Drainers Registration
Board.
However, the Office of Fair Trading is treating this
issue seriously. I understand it is believed there are
breaches of the fair trading legislation and the office
is proposing to bring action for breaches of that
legislation if there is adequate evidence to support
those prosecutions. The honourable member for
Footscray suggested I should stiffen their spines. I
thought that in view of his earlier speech he should
have suggested I hit them over the head with a
baseball bat. I do not think it is necessary for me to
do either of those things.
The honourable member for Murray Valley raised
the question of petrol prices, which is also within my
area of responsibility as Minister for Fair Trading.
As I understand it, he has received a petition from
rural Victorians which is not able to be tabled here
but which indicates widespread concern on the part
of rural Victorians about the disparity between
petrol prices in Melbourne and those charged
throughout rural Victoria.
There is no doubt that there is a real problem. The
Industry Commission, as the honourable member no
doubt knows, has just conducted an inquiry into the
petrol industry and has produced a draft report that
has been publicly available. The commission has
now produced a final report that is not yet available,
but I have to say that if it is anything like the draft
report it will not be very satisfactory.
The figures in the draft report were quite
enlightening. They indicate that throughout the
period surveyed by the Industry Commission - a
period ending 30 June 1993 - there was enormous
disparity between average prices throughout
country Victoria and average prices in the
metropolitan area. It varied according to the area of
rural Victoria in which one lives.
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For instance, I recollect that in Warmambool the
average price was always 8 per cent above the price
in Melbourne if the tax component of the petrol
price is excluded. Again if tax is excluded from the
petrol price, the average price in Albury-Wodonga
in that period was 17.7 per cent higher than the
average price in metropolitan Melbourne.
One must conclude that COW1try people are paying
prices that do not appear to be warranted by the
additional requirements for transport and storage in
those areas. A backbench committee of coalition
parties has been examining this issue for some time
and produced a report. Together with the committee
I have met with just about everybody who is or who
has ever been associated with the petrol industry.
We have found out a lot about the industry that we
did not know some mon ths previously.
Mr Hamilton interjected.
Mrs WADE -As the honourable member for
Morwell says, the committee has done a very good
job. I believe it has done an excellent job.
It has been very persistent and I get the impression
that persistence is required in this area. There have
been 33 inquiries into petrol pricing in Australia
over recent years and none has delivered anything. I
have my suspicions about whether the Industry
Commission inquiry will deliver anything. I hope it
will because this is basically a national issue. I have
raised this matter at meetings of ministers for
consumer affairs on two occasions. Every minister
has a problem in his or her jurisdiction.
It has been a major problem in the Australian
Capital Territory and it is a problem in every other
state. Tasmanians believe they, along with rural
Victorians, are supporting the prices in metropolitan
Melbourne. Tasmania now has an upper house
inquiry into petrol prices and is looking for
innovative solutions. It is thinking of taking over
some storage tanks from the hydroelectricity
company and inviting a new participant into the
petrol market to try to lower prices. That is along the
lines of what has happened in the ACT where they
are bringing in Burma oil. Victoria is looking at
innovative solutions. It is a matter that we will not
give up easily; we will keep going with this matter
until we get a satisfactory answer.

When the Premier travelled through Gippsland the
price of petrol dropped as he approached the towns
and increased when he left them. I suggest to
members of the opposition that they should tell
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colleagues in Canberra that the coalition
government in Victoria is serious about petrol prices
but it is a national issue. It is difficult for us to do
anything because the federal government controls
wholesale prices. Any legislation Victoria tried to
introduce would be overridden by the national
legislation under section 109 of the Constitution, and
that makes it very difficult for the Victorian
government. If it were tackled on a national basis
something could be done. We keep hearing about
competition principles. I believe that is one area
where we need competition principles applied as a
matter of extreme urgency.
The honourable member for Mordialloc raised with
me the cost of by-elections. I did not hear all of his
question because I was in my office and had a
couple of telephone calls. As I understood his
question he said a large amount of money - more
than $560 000 - has been spent on recent
by-elections. All of those by-elections involved
Australian Labor Party members retiring, changing
houses or seeking a career elsewhere in politics.
He suggested that it ill-becomes a party that is so
conscious of costs in various other areas to be
incurring such costs on behalf of Victorian taxpayers
in circumstances where they are perhaps not
necessary. In the particular instances mentioned by
the honourable member, one member retired
because of ill health and one because of a career
decision, but the others appeared to be related to
factional arrangements within the Labor Party, or
possible branch-stacking, which is a favourite
occupation in the ALP.
There is a possible by-election pending because a
member has detided there is nothing much going
for the ALP in Victoria and he intends to look to
greener pastures in Canberra. This is not something
that the Attorney-General is able to solve. It is
something that we must throw back to the
opposition. We suggest that it is not appropriate for
these sorts of party frolics to become a tax on the
people of Victoria.
Mr JOHN (Minister for Community Services) The honourable member for Geelong raised the
issue of two disabled students who are attending
Deakin University at the Geelong campus and who
in order to pursue their studies require government
assistance. I became aware of the case recently.
I have received strong representations from the
honourable member for Geelong and I am pleased to
infonn her that as a result of her representations and
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the needs in that particular case, funding will be
provided by the government for the two students so
that they can continue their studies. It is an ongoing
commitment. The students will receive assistance for
the next three years.
It is extremely important that students with
disabilities are supported in their studies and the
government is pleased to assist. I pay great credit to
the honourable member for Geelong for her
thorough and comprehensive briefing on this issue.

The honourable member for Altona raised the
closure of the Whittington Preschool Centre in the
Geelong area. I have visited the Whittington
facilities on more than one occasion. They are fine
facilities. As the honourable member will be aware,
kindergartens in this state are operated and
controlled by committees of management or by
municipalities. Of the 1300 kindergartens in Victoria,
about 400 are controlled and run by municipalities
over which my department has no direct control,
other than to pay subsidies to those municipalities
for the kindergartens.
I shall investigate the circumstances surrounding the
threat of closure of the Whittington facilities through
my department. In my dealings with the City of
Greater Geelong I have found it has caring and
efficient commissioners. I am sure they will seek the
right solution should there be a need for
rationalisation in the area.
This calendar year saw record kindergarten
enrolments of 93 per cent of eligible children as
compared with 89 per cent last year. Fees are most
affordable and reasonable, averaging $8 to $10 a
week in the metropolitan area and $5 a week in the
country.
I do not know the particular circumstances of
Whittington kindergarten. It may be under the
control of the Greater Geelong municipality and not
under the control of my department. I undertake
that the honourable member will receive a response
to her inquiry from my department.
The honourable member for Morwell raised the
question of contracting out of residential services of
the Latrobe Valley Residential Services Association. I
reiterate that the government is still committed to
contracting out accommodation services for people
with disabilities. However, we have a problem. We
had hoped by now to have devolved control of these
houses and flats to various residential associations,
non-government agencies and community agencies.
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The government has encountered industrial
relations difficulties with regard to the
Commonwealth legislation, particularly the
transition of business provisions. They make it
financially precarious for the government to move at
this stage to contract out services without the matter
having been resolved by the High Court of
Australia. The government has an action in the High
Court at this time. It expects -or rather hopes - to
have a decision in its favour by Christmas.
The government is committed to continue to
contract out and I assure the honourable member for
Morwell that it will continue with that process as
soon as possible. Other projects and preparatory
work in respect of the contracting out process are
continuing and negotiations are proceeding. I ask
the honourable member for Morwell to assure the
Latrobe Valley Residential Services Associationthe members of which I have met on more than one
occasion - that the government still supports it and
the work it has done. The government remains
committed to the process of contracting out but
must first resolve the industrial relations legal
situation.
Mr BROWN (Minister for Public Transport) My colleague the honourable member for
Shepparton raised an issue that has been talked
about in the Department of Transport for some time
now - that is, the suggestion that the department
consider allowing one of the vintage trams that
presently run in the City of Greater Bendigo to be
brought to Melbourne to run for a time on the City
Circle tram loop, primarily of course to promote the
City of Greater Bendigo.
The house is well aware of the success of the City
Circle tram service; it is an excellent initiative. The
trams have made 12 000 complete circuits round the
loop in the time they have been operating and they
run 7 days a week from 10.00 a.m. to 6.00 p.m.
Patronage of the service, which is operated by the
old historic W<lass trams, is quite staggering. The
trams have been totally refurbished and tourists in
particular are giving the department feedback that
they very much appreciate the facility being offered.
Of course, being of no cost to tourists - or locals for
that matter - one would expect the service to have
a fair degree of usage. Patronage has far surpassed
government expectations. The service averages
2570 passengers 7 days a week. So far the trams have
carried 315 000 passengers -which is quite
staggering when one considers the short time the
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service has been running - and it will carry some
860 000 passengers over a 12-month period.
Having given considerable thought to the request by
the honourable member for Shepparton - first
mooted by his colleague Mr Ron Best in another
place - I discussed it with my ministerial colleague
the honourable member for Bendigo East and the
honourable member for Bendigo West, and there is
absolute consensus that this arrangement would be
excellent for Bendigo.
I am pleased to infonn the house that I am prepared
to have one of the historic vintage trams from
Bendigo come to Melbourne. The project will be
sponsored by the Bendigo Building Society Group
which will cover the cost of bringing the tram to
Melbourne by road and taking it back to Bendigo.
There will be costs involved. The Public Transport
Corporation has inspected the tram it wants to bring
to Melbourne. Approximately $3000 will have to
spent to get that tram in pristine condition and
operating safely. I am pleased to say the wtions are
prepared to support this concept. PTC drivers will
drive the vehicle and people from Bendigo will
come down in period costume to man the tram
7 days a week.
The project is a good idea and will be well accepted
by Melburnians and tourists alike. The tram is very
distinctive; it will run as part of the city tram service,
so it will be free, but it will stand out as a Bendigo
tram and will be a great tourist promotion for the
City of Greater Bendigo.
The Bendigo tourist tram will promote two events. I
know the Bendigo Jockey Club is interested in one of
those events because it conducts an annual race
meeting. Bendigo also has a festival at Easter and the
external livery, signage and colours of the tram will
be changed to promote that event.
I am glad to infonn the house that the world-famous
Bendigo tram will come to Melbourne. Bendigo also
has the world-famous concept of talking trams.
When the trams pass through the City of Bendigo a
tape is played for passengers that gives a running
commentary on tourist highlights and historical
points of interest. My ministry is adapting a similar
concept for the City Circle trams. A compact disc
player is being tested with a view to playing a
standard message on each City Circle tram pointing
out the highlights as it travels through the city.
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Not only are we bringing the Bendigo tourist tram to
Melbourne, but we are picking up one of their ideas
relating to servicing tourists. The launch of the City
Circle tram was highly successful and we may do
something similar when the Bendigo tourist tram
comes to Melbourne.
Mr Brumby interjected.
Mr BROWN - I am pleased the Leader of the
Opposition believes this is an excellent initiative. It
will be well supported by all Victorians and I am
pleased that the City of Greater Bendigo will be
promoted in the heart of Melbourne.
Mr W. D. McGRATH (Minister for
Agriculture) - The honourable member for
Tullamarine directed to the attention of the Minister
for Tourism the Sunbury Promotion Council's
attempt to promote Sunbury as a tourist area. The
honourable member is the acting chainnan of that
council and he wants to bring together a group of
people who will promote Sunbury. That is the sort
of member he is - he participates with the
community to highlight the key attractions of his
electorate.
The honourable member said that Sunbury was the
birthplace of the Ashes and that Emu Bottom, one of
the first historical homesteads, and the Goonawarra
winery, which makes high quality wines, are also
located in that area. I am sure the Minister for
Tourism will seek more advice and will be very
supportive of the honourable member's initiatives.
The honourable members for Coburg and Carrum
raised separate matters for the Minister for
Education. The honourable member for Coburg
asked the minister to reinstate a nurse at Brunswick
Secondary College and the honourable member for
Carrwn referred to the difficulties new employees of
the Directorate of School Education were having in
receiving their salaries under the new contractual
arrangements. The honourable member also said the
Wonthaggi Secondary College was one of the
schools involved.
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I understand the Minister for Public Transport has
also referred this matter to the attention of the
Minister for Education. I will bring those matters to
the attention of the Minister for Education. In the
past couple of years, because of the way in which
the minister operates, he has ensured that matters
brought to his attention are resolved. I well
remember the changes made to staff-student ratios
in country high schools; after members representing
country electorates brought examples to his
attention, the minister took action so that those
schools now have a better staff-student ratio than
many larger high schools.
After reports from within the bureaucracy about the
threat to free bus travel for students, the minister
stepped in to ensure that free travel was retained.
The Minister for Education has been positive in
coming to terms with his portfolio and solving
problems - a big change in this state! Now school
principals rather than teacher unions are running
our schools.
I will bring the matters raised by the honourable
members to the attention of the minister. I am sure
he will respond in a positive manner.
The matter raised by the honourable member for
Yan Yean, for the attention of the Minister for
Corrections, concerned Corrections Corporation of
Australia officers and prison transport, and the fact
that some people in the department were not
prepared to work beyond 8 hours. That is a matter of
concern because we must have proper procedures
within the system. I will bring that matter to the
attention of the minister.
Motion agreed to.
House adjourned 5.02 p.m. until Tuesday,
13 September.
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The SPEAKER (Hon. J. E. Delzoppo) took the chair
at 2.05 p.m. and read the prayer.

DEATH OF HONOURABLE GEOFFREY
PHILLIP HAYES
Mr KEN NETT (Premier) - I move:
That this house expresses its sincere sorrow at the
death of the Honourable Geoffrey Phillip Hayes, and
places on record its acknowledgment of the valuable
services rendered by him to the Parliament and the
people of Victoria as member of the Legislative
Assembly for the electoral district of Scoresby from
1967 to 1976 and the electoral district of Wantima from
1976 to 1982, Minister for Planning from 1976 to 1978
and Minister of Housing from 1976 to 1979.

Geoffrey Phillip Hayes was a friend of many
honourable members on this side of the house and
we regret his passing at the yOWlg age of 61. He was
born in Melbourne in 1933 and died suddenly last
Friday, 9 September 1994.
Geoff Hayes completed his education at the
University of Melbourne before entering into a
successful career in the advertiSing and marketing
fields. He was the Managing Director of Hayes
Advertising Agency Pty Ltd and later accepted the
directorships of several companies. He took
responsibility for the Hayes Advertising Agency at
the yOWlg age of 31, following the sudden death of
his father.
Geoffrey Hayes's enterprising nature extended to his
political career, where he was noted for not only his
commitment to action but also his very personal
approach. He worked hard for his electorate and
pioneered projects such as the joint use of public
facilities and extended home help services for
handicapped children. His dedication earned him
considerable loyalty and support from his
constituents in Scoresby and Wantima.
Those who worked closely with Geoff saw his
considerable and genuine involvement in
community issues, which he balanced with a terrific
sense of "humour. He brought his hardworking
attitude to Parliament, where he was noted for the
way he devoted himself to the task at hand. He held
ministerial posts in the planning and housing
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portfolios during a period of considerable change
and great difficulty for the government of the day.
As Minister of Housing, the personal determination
that Geoff showed is credited with having led the
troubled former Housing Commission through a
critical restructure. 1his was followed by important
initiatives such as the shift to a policy of purchasing
smaller public hOUSing allotments rather than
prOViding concentrated large-scale public housing.
Geoff Hayes held long-term visions for energy
conservation and resources, many of which remain
relevant today. He was not prepared to allow his
visions to remain just that but, typical of his nature,
he took up the work of implementation. This is best
illustrated by the fact that he was responsible for the
release of some of the early designs for
energy-efficient houses.
With a parliamentary career distinguished by hard
work and with a reputation for sincerity, it is not
surprising that Geoff Hayes was considered highly
by members of his party, and I think I can say he
was respected by all members of this house,
regardless of their political affiliation. He did not
contest the 1982 elections, having decided to return
to his business interests and the prospect of
spending time with his family and finding time to
improve his golf game. He may have fOWld it
difficult to find time for golf as he certainly
continued an active business and community life.
He went on to accept directorships in several
prominent companies, including spectacle
manufacturer OPSM, and became involved in
several major charitable organisations.
Some of my colleagues knew Geoff better than I did,
but in the period that he and I worked together
between 1972 and 1982 I do not think I ever heard
him say anything critical of anyone. He was without
a doubt a real gentleman. He bore a fairly heavy
political plight when, after the 1979 election and
after having been through the difficult period of
1976 to 1979, he lost his ministerial portfolios. One
would have expected human nature to take a grip
on the individual and for him to have apportioned
blame to the Premier of the day, his colleagues or the
media, but Geoff Hayes did not do any of those
things. In fact in a magnanimous way he accepted
the change in his status, and used the expression
when he had lost his job that over time he, too, had
had to remove people from positions and therefore
accepted it in that context.
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Geoff had an endearing personality. He was a very
relaxed individual. He had a great sense of humour
and he worked very hard. He has three boys, all of
whom are married, and grandchildren, but I
suppose it was his relationship with his wife
Margaret that was perhaps the most endearing of his
relationships, although I think that is always
difficult to say when talking about your broader
family. Most of us have only one partner in life; we
have only one friend in the true sense. You may
have many children but there is only person who
goes through life with you and endures the ups and
downs of your personality.
Geoff Hayes had a very special relationship with his
wife Margaret, who unfortunately died just under a
year ago, in November 1993. That distressed Geoff
very much and it fundamentally affected his life
from that day forward. He missed her terribly. She
died after having fought cancer, so he had watched
her health continually deteriorate, and I have no
doubt that ultimately his own passing last Friday at
the age of 61 was as much a result of a broken heart
as of anything else.
Geoff leaves behind three very strong boys and their
wives and his grandchildren. I believe, having
known Geoff Hayes, who always used to brush
aside criticism with a movement of the hand, that in
one sense he would have felt that although his life
has ended prematurely, he had done his best and
had done his work in the Parliament and in the
community and, most importantly, with his boys to
the best of his ability and he now had a clear
conscience to allow them to continue the work based
on the values he had put into place.
Geoff Hayes will be very much missed by all who
knew him. On behalf of my government and Felicity
I extend condolences to his family, particularly to his
sons, David, John and Richard and their families.

Tuesday, 13 September 1994

Planning and Minister of Housing under Dick
Hamer in 1976, but he was relieved of these
positions in late 1978 and mid-1979 respectively. His
promotion was in recognition of a hard working
local member, while his fall from grace was an
indication of the fickle nature of political life.
Although Geoff Hayes become involved in the
issues of what was called the land deals, his
reputation as a popular and respected politician
among his colleagues rarely faltered; he was
commonly referred to as Mr Nice Guy. I note that in
an article in the Melbourne Age of 17 May 1979 by a
then young Steve Harris, now editor in chief of the
Herald Sun, Geoff Hayes was referred to as 'a good
bloke to the end', a person who was highly regarded
by all of his colleagues.
Geoff Hayes did not allow the personal
disappointment of demotion to cloud his public
loyalty to the Liberal Party. I suppose in that respect
he was an example to many who followed him, on
both sides of this House, of the need for loyalty in
politics.
Geoff Hayes was highly respected by the voters of
Wantima for the work he did on vital local issues
such as schools and kindergartens, and the Premier
alluded to some of those issues. He was
instrumental, for example, in helping to establish the
lollipop crossing supervisors who are now part of
Victorian life. It was this loyalty from the voters in
1979 that assisted Geoff Hayes to win a fifth term in
Parliament, surviving a very strong swing against
the then Hamer government.
On behalf of the opposition I offer the family of the
late Geoff Hayes our condolences.

Geoffrey Hayes was a member of Parliament who
had the notable experience of never having been
defea ted for election. He became something of an
expert at winning newly formed seats, achieving
five consecutive victories in the seats of Scoresby
and Wantirna between 1967 and 1979.

Mr McNAMARA (Minister for Police and
Emergency Services) - I jOin the Premier and the
Leader of the Opposition in this condolence motion
for the Honourable Geoffrey Phillip Hayes. Geoffrey
Phillip Hayes was first elected to the Legislative
Assembly for the electoral district of Scoresby from
1967 to 1976 and then the electoral district of
Wantirna from 1976 to 1982, serving as Minister for
Planning from 1976 to 1978 and Minister of Housing
from 1976 to 1979. He had a wide involvement in a
range of parliamentary committees, but I think the
most important point that both the Premier and the
Leader of the Opposition have made was his nature
and the fairness of the way he approached things.

Geofirey Hayes experienced the highs and the lows
of political life. He was appointed Minister for

I was elected to this Parliament in 1982, which was
the election at which Geoff Hayes decided to retire. I

Mr BRUMBY (Leader of the Opposition)-On
behalf of the opposition I join the Premier and
members of the house in offering condolences to the
family of the late Geoffrey Phillip Hayes.
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suppose that is one privilege that not every member
of Parliament will have: many members will have
forced retirements rather than choosing the time of
their retirements. In talking to my National Party
colleagues who were here at the time - Peter
Ross-Edwards and others - I fOWld that all had a
personal respect for Geoff Hayes and the manner in
which he set about doing the task he was given. His
hardworking nature has been emphasised, as has the
good-natured way he approached all issues in which
he was involved and, at the time he was retiring and
after he had been removed from the ministry, the
philosophical attitude he demonstrated to politics.
As the Premier said, Geoff Hayes had a very close
relationship with his wife Margaret, who
unfortunately predeceased him about a year ago. He
is succeeded by his three sons, David, John and
Richard. On behalf of the members of the National
Party I extend condolences to his family.
Mr S. J. PLOWMAN (Minister for Energy and
Minerals) - When most members come to this
Parliament for the first time I think we all suffer
some confusion and wonderment about what we
have got ourselves into. Some of us are very
fortunate to have had the guidance of Geoff Hayes.
When I was a new member in 1973 I was put into a
room with Geoff and a number of other members,
and I came to know his magnificent cheerful
disposition and his eternal efforts to assist yOWlg
new members in finding their way aroWld.
All honourable members who in their first few days
and months have had that sort of guidance and
friendship have benefited from it. I suppose it was
from that original time spent with Geoff Hayes in
room 90 at the top of the third-floor stars, commonly
referred to as the Gold Room, that I got my original
direction on how to go about my job as a member of
Parliament. That was of tremendous help to me.
As has been said, Geoff had a warm personality and
a genuine feeling of friendship for people. He was a
lover of people. He was a fine member of Parliament
who was respected not only by his own colleagues
and members of the opposition but also by members
of the public service, with whom he had a very
interesting and fruitful working relationship. His
genuine desire to help people endeared him not only
to the people in Parliament and in his electorate, but
also to members of the public service. That is
something we should all endeavour to emulate.
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One of the things for which I believe he will be
remembered as a minister was shepherding through
the community and introducing to and shepherding
through Parliament the legislation that now protects
the Yarra Valley and Dandenong Ranges. That took
leadership and courage because at that time the
legislation was contentious. It was strongly opposed
by a number of people who had different ideas
about Wlchecked development in that area. He
enjoyed and respected the bipartisan support given
to that legislation.
His most difficult task was convincing the people in
the shires of Sherbrooke, Lillydale, Upper Yarra and
Healesville that for the sake of Victoria and
Australia they should accept the objects of the
legislation and the planning restrictions it imposed.
He will be remembered for that achievement of his
ministerial career, which was of considerable value
to Victoria.
He was a man who was full of humour and of love,
particularly for his family. I extend my condolences
and those of my wife, who was a great friend of
Margaret and Geoff, to David, John and Richard. We
have very fond memories of a fine man.
Mr REYNOLDS (Minister for Sport, Recreation
and Racing) - I mark today as one of the saddest
times in my 15-odd years in Parliament. I met
Geoffrey Hayes in 1978 and, following the 1979
election, like the Minister for Energy and Minerals,
shared the Gold Room with him. When I was a new
member I was asked by an officer of Parliament
what room I had been asSigned. When I said it was
room 90 I was told, 'You willleam all you need to
know there, and you willleam it quicker in room 90
than in any other place'. That was very true because,
as with the Minister for Energy and Minerals, Geoff
Hayes became my mentor and adviser.
I held my seat by a 2.1 per cent margin and,
knowing the history of Geoff's having held the seats
of Scoresby and Wantirna against all the odds, I
decided to listen, take in all that I could and apply it.
Fortunately most of it was accurate, and at the next
election, although there was a swing of 5.4 per cent
against the Liberal government, which resulted in
the Labor Party winning power, I managed to hold
on by 0.9 of a percentage point.
As the Premier said, it was very sad when Margaret
Hayes passed away on 16 November last year. She
was a good friend to me, to Helen and to our kids.
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We could say many things about Geoff, but I think
the most precious word we can use about him is that
he was loyal. That word epitomises him. He was
loyal to Parliament and to the Liberal Party. He was
particularly loyal to his wife, to his three boys and to
his daughters-in-law and grandchildren. What is
more, he was loyal to his friends.
Geoff Hayes was a kind and generous man. He was
a great host and a great mixer when he was your
guest. Every Australia Day Geoff and Margaret,
together with others, came to our place in Romsey
for the Hanging Rock races. The barbecue was his
domain. He looked after the barbecue - it was a
matter of not interfering; if you got too near a rap
across the fingers with a spatula or some other
utensil would let you know that he was in charge.
He may have messed up the meat once, but it was
only once and the other 15 times it was perfect.
Geoff Hayes was kind, generous and modest, never
expecting praise for any of the things he did for
people. His generosity is epitomised by the
foundation established through the Margaret Isobel
Hayes rose, which was announced just after
Margaret's death last year and which will take some
years to develop. He was ever the gentleman.
No-one could ever accuse him of saying or doing
anything wrong.
I have lost a great friend. I attended a service for him
today. I am very glad that last Wednesday night,
after hearing he was not well, I followed up a call of
the previous day to see how he was and check on his
condition because it was only 36 hours later that he
died. In a similar situation last year, Margaret
passed away 36 hours after I visited her. It has been
a sad time for David, John, Richard, Andrea,
Melissa, Meredith and his three grandchildren. I
know the thoughts of all of us go out to them at this
sad time. As I said, I have lost a great friend.
Mr RICHARDSON (Forest Hill) - I desire to be
associated with the condolence motion moved by
the Premier and supported by the Leader of the
Opposition and the Deputy Premier. The seat of
Forest Hill, which was created in 1976, included part
of the seat of Scoresby, which had been held with
such distinction by the late Geoffrey Hayes. I not
only inherited part of Geoff Hayes's seat, I also
inherited Geoffrey Hayes. As has been said by other
honourable members, it was a great asset and
benefit to me as a new member of this place to have
his support and guidance. His generOSity was not
confined to me; indeed, he shared it among all
members who sought his advice.
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It is a strange business in which we find ourselves.
There is no training for it. No manual is produced to
guide one on one's way. One has to be silent, to
observe and to listen. I remained silent, observed
and listened while in the presence of Geoff Hayes as
he dealt with matters that related to his electorate
and, indeed, to matters relating to my electorate,
because very often they were projects in which he
had been involved when portion of my electorate
had been part of his earlier electorate.

I was privileged in those early years to have been
able to be with Geoff Hayes, who at that time was
grappling with a ministerial portfolio that turned
out to be a poisoned chalice. I learnt a great deal
about the business of serving the electorate: about
how to deal with constituents and about how to deal
with a school council that is irritated by something
that has either been done or has not been done or, if
it has been done, may have been done wrongly.
Geoff Hayes was the perfect teacher for a young
member of Parliament and he was prepared to
provide assistance to a new member even though he
was increasingly weighed down by the
responsibilities of an extremely difficult portfolio.
Reference has been made to the fact that he was
relieved of that portfolio in 1979, and I would like to
place on record my view that Geoffrey Phillip Hayes
was treated extremely badly by the government of
the day. In my view he was a good and honest
minister. The problems he encountered were not
created by him. They were dumped on him, and he
dealt with them in the best manner he could. It
turned out to be a very difficult task, and those
matters became quite explosive, extremely
controversial and ultimately changed the course of
political history. It is important to say, however, that
it was not Geoffrey Phillip Hayes who was at fault.
It was Geoff Hayes the minister who bore the odium
because he happened to be the minister at the time
and he suffered the consequences. Yet as has already
been said by our colleagues, he bore that
disappointment with a courage that few would have.
His demeanour did not change; his relationship with
colleagues did not alter. Despite his disappointment
at his resignation from the Parliament, he remained
a good friend to many of us. He remained a cheerful
and likeable man.
Geoff Hayes was a very good man. He was my
friend, and I am sorry that he is no longer among us.
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Mr BROWN (Minister for Public Transport) Often condolence motions for past members of this
house are for persons the names of whom are not
even known to us. I recall recent condolence motions
where the members concerned had left the service of
this house between 30 and 40 years ago. It brings
into perspective somewhat one's own mortality
when a debate takes place on a condolence motion
for a person with whom one had a friendship and
spent time in this Parliament. That is the case with
the relationship between Geoff Hayes and me, and it
applies to a number of others in the chamber today
also.
I came to know Geoff solely because of my
involvement in Parliament. I did not know him
before I became a member, but I came to know him
as one of the most decent men I have had the
pleasure to meet, and I invited him to my home after
he left Parliament. To the extent that they have been
down and stayed with me at my house I have had
very few continuing friendships with people who
have left the service of this Parliament, but Geoff
Hayes was one of them.
I well recall one of the times Geoff stayed with my
family and me and he brought with him another
former member of this house, Max Crellin, one of his
close friends. We went long-lining down on the
beach at Venus Bay, and Geoff was very pleased to
catch a metre-long gummy shark. Apparently that
was one of his life's desires, and he actually
achieved it on the beach that evening.
When we returned to the house Geoff indicated that
Max and I should look after the gear and he would
handle the fish. After we had cleaned the reels and
put the gear away we came into the house and were
amazed to see Geoff in the bathroom with my
children and the gummy shark - not swimming
because it had died - floating around and being
, played with in the bath. Such was the character of
Geoff Hayes. He did that sort of thing because of an
interest in children and other people.
He loved his children as he loved his wife, and I
think there is a lot of truth in what the Premier said
when he indicated in the debate today that in part
Geoff died of a broken heart. I have not known a
man who had a more deep, genuine love and
affection for his wife than Geoff Hayes had, and he
never hid it. Even in his wife's absence she was often
the centrepiece of his discussion. His love for his
wife was deep and abiding, as it was for his children
and, I might say, for the families he worked with. He
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was much loved by the children who came to know
him.
The last time I had a meal with Geoff was at his
behest, and we enjoyed a lunch at the home of
another friend of his - Peter Russell Clarke. Geoff
put it to me that day that we should do more
towards looking after Melbourne's railway stations
than we were doing and he indicated that we should
involve the community. I agreed absolutely but
indicated the difficulty in achieving that end. As
chairman of the Victorian division of the Keep
Australia Beautiful Council, he put forward the view
that some success should be achieved if a
non-political, non-partisan community organisation
such as that were involved.
It is pleasing that prior to his death the government

did embark on such a program, and I, together with
Brian Naylor, launched the program not long ago at
Chelsea railway station. The Keep Australia
Beautiful Council is doing an excellent job follOWing
the suggestion of Geoffrey Hayes, and the council is
now extending that campaign and community
program to the Laverton, Nunawading, Coburg,
Eltham, Essendon, Upwey, St Albans, Mooroolbark
and Preston railway stations. Because of his
suggestion we are now involving the community in
keeping those stations beautiful. That is something
the government would not have achieved in its own
right, so that will be a lasting benefit of his assistance.
In the service this afternoon the church minister said
that he had been planning to write a letter to
Geoffrey Hayes and was mindful of that as he was
walking down a Melbourne street a couple of weeks
ago when, by sheer chance, he saw Geoffrey on the
street. Geoff approached him and commented that
he, likewise, had been planning to write a letter to
the minister.

The minister said that after a short discussion he
walked on, but he looked back and Geoff was still
standing on the sidewalk in the same place staring
blankly. I do not know if that was outside the church
but I think I, along with others who attended the
service this afternoon, will reflect upon that
statement by the minister and wonder whether
Geoffrey may have had some premonition of his
imminent death.
I join with the Premier, the Leader of the Opposition,
the Leader of the National Party and my
parliamentary colleagues in expressing my
condolences and those of Paula and our family to
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Geoff's three sons and their families. He will be
sorely missed by many people.
Mr COLEMAN (Minister for Natural
Resources) -1 wish to associate myself and my
family with this condolence motion. 1 first met Geoff
Hayes 25 or 26 years ago when he was the member
for Scoresby, which embraced part of the City of
Waverley. 1 can assure honourable members that
Geoff Hayes was a person who respected his
electorate and worked assiduously for it. Many
community buildings and other benefits in the city
of Waverley may not bear his name but they are
certainly there through the efforts of Geoff Hayes.
Many of us who were here at the time when he was
put to his political test often wondered what would
be the outcome. Those of us who knew him knew
his great love for sport and, like all true sportsmen,
he had that innate sense of fairness. Everything he
did was fair. It had to be fair; if it was not fair it was
not Hayes. He lived his life that way, and during the
time that I have known him every action that I saw
him take had to have a sense of fairness to it
otherwise it was not part of his being.
It was that sense of unfairness that Geoff found most
difficult to understand when vitriol was thrown at
him; it was not in his nature to reciprocate with
vitriol. Those of us who watched him in the house
day after day take the wounds of political debate in
a self-effaCing way understand the worth of the
man. In the light of what subsequently occurred
following his departure from Parliament in 1982
when his detractors and destructors came into
government the pittance for which he was dismissed
rolls away into the wilful waste that followed the
10 years they were in office. It is ironic that Geoff
Hayes was dealt with in such a way for managing
policies that found their base not in something that
he developed but something driven by the Whitlam
era and the associated institutionalised inflation.
I worked closely with Geoff in the electoral sense
and those of us who knew him are sadder for his
passing, as is the state of Victoria. I associate the
people of the city of Waverley, the people of the
former seat ofSyndal and the seat of Bennettswood
with this condolence motion for a man who I think
will be well remembered.
Mr WEIDEMAN (Franks ton) - I join with the
Premier, the Leader of the OppOSition, the Leader of
the National Party and others in speaking on this
condolence motion. Geoff Phillip Hayes was one of
the first people who spoke to me after I was elected
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to Parliament in 1976. I had met him some time
before because I knew a number of ]aycees,
including Phillip Lynch and others, with whom he
was associated. He welcomed me to Parliament, as
he welcomed other honourable members. He was
the first person who called me Graeme in this place.
Having a somewhat infamous brother, I was called
Murray for many months and I received many
letters addressed in that way. I might add that some
never got over that habit.
Geoff Hayes first welcomed me to this house. As
honourable members know, they have many
acquaintances in life, but Geoff Hayes became a true
friend. I celebrated with him on his appOintment to
cabinet. I agree with other honourable members
who have commented on the issue associated with
that. Although not knowing a lot about politics at
the time I felt he was dealt a cruel blow. Most new
ministers, as happened in my case, are given minor
portfolios when first appointed to cabinetportfolios for which it does not take a great deal of
time to learn the skills necessary to understand
them. Geoff was pushed into planning and hOUSing.
Things that were not of his making some years
before -what has become known as the land
deals - came back to haunt him in the housing
portfolio.
That was not the only cross he had to bear. Perhaps
a bigger cross for him - and me as a member
representing part of the MOrnington Peninsula concerned the establishment of planning authorities.
Geoff was also the minister responsible for their
establishment. As the Premier and others will recall,
we had great trauma, drama and many fights about
the Western Port planning authority. As the
minister, Geoff was very much involved in that and
we supported him.
The Minister for Sport, Recreation and Racing said
Geoff was loyal. Geoff was unbelievably loyal. He
was loyal to his colleagues, to Parliament and to his
party. He was also a great friend. When he was
elected to this place Geoff was one of those
politicians who did not stop his outside activities.
Geoff was a member of the Jaycees group, a number
of whom have been very successful in politics and
business in this city. I think as a group of whatever
class it was -1955, 1960 or whatever - they
decided they would contribute to this community.
They contributed in an enormous way and Geoff
was one of their leaders. I was glad to be involved in
those issues with him.
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I describe Geoff as a very generous, kind man. When
he left Parliament I kept up my relationship with
him. My wife, Barbara, and my family also extend
their condolences to his family.
I will describe two stories that Geoff related many
times. As honourable members know, before
entering Parliament I was a pharmacist. I served my
apprenticeship and worked in Swanston Street,
Melbourne, in the 19505. As a young married man,
Geoff lived in a flat above Ogg's pharmacy in
Collins Street, Melbourne. He would often tell
honourable members who went for dinner with him
to the Athenaeum Club and other places that to alert
his wife when he was coming home late at night he
attached some fishing line to the tree outside their
flat. The tree is still there but the pharmacy has gone.
Geoff used pins to attach the fishing line to the trunk
of the tree, along the branches and across to the
window of the flat. In that way he could tap on the
window and let his wife know that he had come
home. You may think that story strange, but the tree
is still there. When next walking down Collins Street
you should look closely at the tree near Nauru
House and you will see a fishing line embedded in
the trunk.
Geoff was a great raconteur. As was mentioned at
the church service today, recently he was actually in
control of HMAS Perth in Port Phillip Bay. He was
proud of that and regarded it as a privilege.
I shall comment further on the worth of this man.
When his wife died - his was very much a loving
wife and family - Geoff created a rose known as
the Margaret Isobel Hayes rose, and gave cuttings to
his friends. I am delighted that I was one of those
friends and now I have four or five beautiful roses in
leaf. I am sure they will produce beautiful blooms.
The money from the sales of the roses goes to cancer
research. That is Geoff Hayes - and I will miss him.

Mr WELLS (Wantirna) -It is with great sadness
that I rise to speak on the passing of Geoff Phillip
Hayes. Geoff Hayes is a former member for
Wantima. Prior to that he was the member for
Scoresby. I note with great interest the area he
represented in the Wantirna electorate; it
incorporated parts of Bayswater, Femtree Gully,
Glen Waverley, Scoresby and Wheelers Hill, and
Vermont, Wantirna and Wantirna South. He must
have worked incredibly hard because that same area
is now represented by three or four members.
I knew Geoff Hayes more by reputation than in a
personal sense. Recently I was introduced to him by
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the honourable member for Knox. As I move around
the seat of Wantirna teachers and parents on school
councils still speak highly of Geoff Hayes. Liberal
Party branch members have great memories of Geoff
being a very loyal member. Some of the longer
serving members who served with Geoff Hayes
some time ago have called him a good friend and a
nice guy.
When Geoff Hayes lost his cabinet place in 1979
many in the media and the opposition expected him
to tell all, but they did not know about his loyalty
and commitment to the party. He did not do that
because he held his peers and the Premier in such
high regard.
Geoff Hayes did much for the seat of Wantirna. He
introduced innovations such as the opening up of
school facilities for general community use as well
as preschool and child-care centres. He also played a
Significant role in the core-plus system which is
something we take for granted in the education field
and which still works very well in the Wantirna area
with its growing population.

It is typical of the man that when Geoff Hayes lost
his portfolio he looked to the future. His main aim
was to serve the people of Wantima and to serve
them well. He often said public transport and
education were his main priorities - and they are
probably still the government's main priorities. He
was highly regarded by his personal staff. One of his
personal staff, Mr John Brown, was reported in the
press as saying that if Geoff Hayes had a fault it was
probably that he put people before politics and
policies. He was not interested in talking about
himself; he was more interested in helping others.
Geoff Hayes will be sadly missed. I extend my
condolences to his family.
Mr E. R. SMITH (Glen Waverley) - I also wish
to pay tribute to Geoffrey Hayes. Geoff was very
much my mentor after I gained preselection for one
of the seats created at that time. I was a recipient of
the goodwill that flowed from Geoff's time as the
honourable member representing the area. He gave
me a lot of advice -just as he gave advice to many
other honourable members.
Soon after I became a member of Parliament Geoff
took me to visit many of the business people in the
area. Geoff was held in high esteem by local
residents -and the same is true now, 10 years later.
As the honourable member for Wantirna said,
whenever you visit schools in the area you discover
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that the older principals and teachers remember the
role Geoff played in getting particular schools
established.
Geoff Hayes often told the story of how, when still a
backbencher, he would lure the Premier of the day,
Sir Henry Bolte, into his car and drive into the
electorate along dirty and bumpy roads, trying to
convince Sir Henry that certain projects were
needed. He must have had a lot of success: the many
government projects developed in the Waverley and
Knox council areas show the extent of his influence.
It is interesting that his electoral material always
carried the message 'Hayes vital for ... ', followed by
Scoresby, Wantima or wherever. Geoff was
important to those areas, because his Vitality drew
members of both the Liberal Party and the general
community closely to him. Wherever you go in my
electorate you find that he is one of two former
Liberal Party members of Parliament whom people
remember. The other is Sir Billy Snedden, the former
Speaker of the House of Representatives, who
represented the area for many years. The
contributions of both men - in particular, Geoff
Hayes's honesty and the way in which he convinced
people he was fair dinkum and on their side - are
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I think 'bonhomie' sums up Geoffrey pretty well: it
describes his exuberance and his friendliness; and
the literal meaning of the French word
bonhomme - 'good man' - basically describes the
person Geoff was. On behalf of my wife Sarah, the
me~rs of the Liberal Party branches in our area,
the people of Glen Waverley and the other
constituents of his former electorate, I pass on my
condolences to his three sons and their families.
The SPEAKER - Order! Like many other
honourable members today I attended the service
for the late Geoff Hayes at St Michael's Uniting
Church in Collins Street. I did not know Geoff Hayes
well, so the many organisations he was associated
with, the depth of his spirit and the lengths to which
he went to help people in distress were a revelation
to me. I was particularly taken by the many former
members of the ALP who attended as a mark of
respect for his life and work.
I join with other members of this house in extending
condolences to his three sons in particular. The Clerk
of the House, who was a friend and golfing
companion of Geoffrey Hayes, joins with me in
extending condolences to his family, grandchildren
and friends.

stillreme~ered.

Honourable members have referred to the fact that
Geoff was a great letter writer. I think it is fitting that
I share with the house the letter I received from
Geoff on the death of Margaret. In it he said:
... to our beautiful Margaret - we fought one hell of a
battle ... uphill, as it transpired, sadly.

Geoff was continually writing letters to and ringing
his friends. It was only six weeks ago, after he came
out of hospital, that I got a call from him. He said,
'We have to have another lunch'. That was just
Geoffrey, the man who, as other members said, was
always full of good ideas on how best to improve
our society. Obviously he had some ideas in mind
which he wanted to share with me and which he
hoped I could help him with. That was the type of
bloke we will all remember.
He and his friends, such as David Burgess - who,
like Geoff, was in the advertising world and who
passed away during the past couple of years - were
typical of the people who made possible the
standard of living the community has today. It is
something we know we can attain again if we follow
their example, because they had standards and they
were gentlemen.

Motion agreed to in silence, honourable members
showing unanimous agreement by standing in
their places.

ADJOURNMENT
Mr KENNETT (Premier) - I move:
That, as a further mark of respect to the memory of the
late Honourable Geoffrey Phillip Hayes, the house do
now adjourn until 4.00 p.m. this day.

Motion agreed to.
House adjourned 2.55 p.m.
The SPEAKER took the chair at 4.05 p.m.

PHOTOGRAPHING OF PROCEEDINGS
The SPEAKER - Order! I advise the house that I
have given permission for still photographs to be
taken during question time today. No additional
lighting or flashlights will be used.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE
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to the provision of improved psychiatric services in
this state.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE
Tabcorp: float
Mr BRUMBY (Leader of the Opposition) - I
again refer the Treasurer to his bungling of the
Tabcorp float and I ask - -

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr BRUMBY - That is what it is, isn't it-a
bungle! A useless Treasurer!

Honourable members interjecting.
An Honourable Member - He made a signed
confession!
Mr BRUMBY -It was a signed confession; he
put it on the dotted line. I refer the Treasurer to his
bungling of the Tabcorp float and ask: can he
confirm that prior to the float the Australian
Securi ties Commission wrote to the directors of
Tabcorp stating that the prospectus was misleading
because it failed to include all relevant information,
and did solicitors acting for Tabcorp respond by
stating that as Tabcorp was still owned by the state
it did not have to comply with the provisions of the
Corporations Law, and therefore in effect a
misleading prospectus was issued?
Mr STOCK DALE (Treasurer) - I refer to the
sabotage of the TAB float by the opposition - -

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr STOCK DALE - And the answer to the
question is no.

Psychiatric services: allocations
Mr LUPTON (Knox) - Will the Minister for
Health inform the house of the services to the
mentally ill that will be increased by an extra
allocation of approximately $28 million?
Mrs TEHAN (Minister for Health) - In the
budget announced by the Treasurer last week an
additional $28 million was allocated for the
provision of mental health services in this state over
the next two years. That allocation - a substantial
amount -endorses the government's commitment

As honourable members will know, in April this
year we established a framework for delivery of
psychiatric services. One of the important
commitments was that we will move resources from
institution-based services for the mentally ill to
services based in the community, near where people
with psychiatric illness can be treated, either at
home or in the workplace. One of the difficulties of
making that transition is the need for hump funding,
when we take funds out of institutions and put them
into support services in the community.
Th..is $28 million, of which $11.5 million is for the
current financial year and $17 million is for the next,
will enable us to provide an additional 62 beds and a
range of additional crisis assessment and mobile
support teams. Of those beds, an additional 12 will
go to Maroondah Hospital, which local members
will know is in an area that has been underresourced
for many years. Others will go to community
residential units, where people with the need for
longer term beds will be provided for. They are
predominantly in St Kilda, where there is a real
need, and in Ballarat.
In addition, adolescent beds will be placed at
Monash Medical Centre for young people with
psychiatric illnesses. These, along with additional
resources like crisis assessment teams - which will
now cover the whole of metropolitan Melbourne
and Victorian provincial cities so that they can
respond at any time within 24 hours, seven days a
week to any crisis - and mobile support teams will
make a huge difference to the services that were so
neglected by the previous government during the
19805.

Treasurer: Office of State Owned
Enterprises
Mr BRUMBY (Leader of the Opposition) - I
refer the Premier to his Treasurer's mishandling and
bungling of the privatisation of the Grain Elevators
Board, the TAB, Victoria's ports, the Transport
Accident Commission and the exploration arm of
the Gas and Fuel, and his failure to clarify in the
budget papers his timetable for the privatisation of
electricity and water. Given the Treasurer's
appalling track record, will the Premier now relieve
the Treasurer of responsibility for - -

Honourable members interjecting.
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Mr BRUMBY - He has failed you! He is letting
the team down, Jeff! He is letting the team down!

Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER - Order! Question time cannot
proceed with a barrage of interjections. I ask the
house to remain silent. I ask the Leader of the
Opposition to conclude his question.
Mr BRUMBY - I ask: in view of the way the
Treasurer is letting the team down, will the Premier
now relieve the Treasurer of responsibility for
state-owned enterprises and allocate that
responsibility to another minister?
Mr KENNETI (Premier) - Since the house
began sitting this year, this is only about the third or
fourth question that the Leader of the OppOSition
has directed to me.

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr KENNETI - At the start of the year!

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr KENNETI - For more than three-quarters of
the last session the Leader of the Opposition did not
have the courage nor the confidence to ask me a
question - nor did he for most of the week last
week - in what has to be one of the greatest acts of
political cowardice I have ever seen!
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Mr THOMSON - I refer to standing order
no. 27, which states that an honourable member is
not at liberty to debate the answer to questions. The
Premier was asked whether he would relieve the
Treasurer of responsibility for state-owned
enterprises and allocate it to another minister.
Mr Speaker, I put it to you that the Premier is
debating the question and should be brought back to
order.
Mr KENNETT (premier) - On the point of
order, the question was about the Office of State
Owned Enterprises - the SOE unit - which we had
to establish to overcome the effects of the financial
mismanagement left by the previous government,
and the role of the Treasurer in heading it up. By any
stretch of the imagination I would have imagined
that my answer to date is absolutely relevant and,
with the forbearance of the house, I intend to go
through it in detail just to prove up how absolutely
stupid and irrelevant the Leader of the Opposition
is, both in his display and the questions he asks in
this house. The honourable member who raised the
point of order clearly did not understand the
question. In fact I suggest that the best place for him
is up in Canberra and - -

Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER - Order! While the Premier may
have been debating the question earlier on in his
answer, I believe the latter part of his answer, when
he was referring to finances, was in order. I ask the
Premier to conclude his answer.

An Honourable Member - They're on the skids!
Mr KENNETI - We welcome having an
opposition, but we would prefer to have one which
is relevant and actually constructive and which does
something that contributes to the opportunities of
this state.

The reality of the situation is that we, as a team and
a good government, would not be on the
government side of the house if the Labor Party,
when in government, had not done such an
appalling job with this state's finances.

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr THOMSON (Pascoe Vale) - On a point of
order, Mr Speaker.
The SPEAKER - Order! Will the honourable
member for Pascoe Vale pause until the house
comes to order. I cannot hear his point of order.

Mr KENNETI - The SOE unit was set up to
deal with the state's assets to overcome the
appalling debt that most of those enterprises
generated under the previous government's
administration. The previOUS administration was
guilty of a huge offence against the people of this
state because of its financial management and the
impact that had on the social services provided by
the state.
We on this side of the house - and I believe the
overwhelming majority of people in Victoria recognise and appreciate that we have in the
position of Treasurer of this state an individual who
is honest, an individual whose commitment to his
task is unquestioned, and an individual who is
committed to hard work.
Honourable Members - Hear, hear!
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Mr KENNETI - Mr Speaker, I put it to you that
the Treasurer is an individual who has set a
standard of personal administration that is
absolutely head and shoulders above the
performance of any other Treasurer of this state in
the past 10 years.
Honourable Members - Hear, hear!
Mr KENNETI - Because of the former
government's maladministration, this government
took on the potential of a debt on our budget for the
1993-94 year of $3.3 billion. This Treasurer, together
with this government, have almost turned that
around in three years in a way no other government
in Australia - Mr Dollis interjected.
Mr KENNETI - The Deputy Leader of the
Opposition, and the leader, interject 'We haven't
done two yet' but if you read the budget papers,
stupid, you would see that we are talking about over
three years!
Mr Dollis - Pull him up now!
Mr KENNETI - I shall say quite clearly not only
does the government, but I guarantee - Mr Micallef - Do you think we're stupid?
Mr KENNETI - Well, you know you are!
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Court of Appeal
Mr ASHLEY (Bayswater) - Will the
Attorney-General inform the house of the
government's plans to establish a new Court of
Appeal division in the Supreme Court in Victoria?

Mrs WADE (Attorney-General) - I am pleased
to advise the house that cabinet has given approval
in principle to the establishment of a Court of
Appeal for Victoria. It is proposed that the Court of
Appeal will take over both the civil and criminal
jurisdiction presently exercised by the full court. The
Court of Appeal will be a division of the Supreme
Court and the Chief Justice will continue to be the
senior judicial officer in the state.
Without a doubt this is the most Significant
structural change to our court system since the
Supreme Court itself was established in 1852.
However, I would like to stress to the house that the
establishment of a Court of Appeal has been
considered and recommended on a number of
occasions over recent years and at times it has
seemed that the establishment of a Court of Appeal
is almost inevitable.
Both New South Wales and Queensland have
established courts of appeal. New South Wales
established a court of appeal in 1966 and
Queensland established one more recently, in 1991.
The structure we are considering for a Court of
Appeal is modelled to a large extent on the
Queensland Court of Appeal.

Honourable Members - Yes!
Mr KENNElT - Yes!
Honourable Members - Yes!
The SPEAKER - Order! The house cannot
proceed with a barrage of interjections. Will the
Premier conclude his answer.
Mr KENNETf - The people of this state
recognise the very good work by this Treasurer. He
will continue to stay in that job not only up until the
next election but for the four years after that.
I suggest to the Leader of the Opposition that in
looking at his performance, compared with that of
the ministers on the government side of the house,
the question about competency is best left on the
shoulders of the Leader of the Opposition.

I point out that in Victoria the previous government
seriously considered the establishment of a Court of
Appeal, and I trust that we will have the
opposition's support for this initiative.
Mr Cole interjected.
Mrs WADE - The honourable member for
Melbourne is in his usual negative mode of thinking.
I suggest that he perhaps consult the honourable
member for Albert Park, who I have no doubt was
very much involved in the previous government's
exploration of this initiative. Actually he might like
to speak to the honourable member for Albert Park
about where the files have gone. I called for the
departmental files on a Court of Appeal this
morning and, while I find that they are still recorded
in the index of the departmental files, in fact they
seem to have disappeared. The government wishes
tosee--
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Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER - Order! If the honourable
member for Melbourne persists with his interjections
I will have to take action against him. He has been
interjecting incessantly for the past 10 minutes.
Mrs WADE - The honourable member for
Pascoe Vale may be right about the shredding,
because I found thick dust around the shredding
machine when I first took office.

The government wants to see Melbourne in the
forefront of the market for legal services, and that
means a number of changes. It means the reform of
the legal profession. We have already embarked
upon that. I have a working party considering
reform of the legal profession, and we have issued a
discussion paper called Agendo for Change. It means
also that we need to look at our court structure to
ensure that it is the most effident and effective way
to deliver the sorts of services that the public
deserves from the court system.
The judges of the Supreme Court are doing an
excellent job. However I believe they are labouring
under structural inefficiencies. They should not have
to deal with a structure of the court that is no longer
appropriate to modem times. To give an example,
members who sit on the full court will hear appeals
and very often go straight back to the trial division
and be involved in a murder trial, during which they
are expected to write the reasons for their decisions
in the appeal court. Many find it very difficult to fit
into that sort of work program.
The establishment of a Court of Appeal will solve
this problem: it will provide more opportunities for

case-flow management, and I believe it will help us
to attract the best people to sit on an appeal court
because there is no doubt that some people have
particular expertise in appeal work.
Our society is becoming more litigiOUS. The law is
becoming more complex, and I believe that as the
economy picks up there will be more civil cases
coming before the courts. I do not believe the judges
of the Supreme Court can be expected to continue to
struggle with an outdated structure that was
developed many years ago when appeals were
much less frequent

I am seeking submissions from everyone, from all
organisations and individuals interested in this
proposal. I include the opposition and opposition
members in that I would like any members who
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wish to make submissions to get them in as quickly
as possible, because now that this decision has been
taken the government would like to implement it as
quickly as possible.

Tabcorp: float
Mr BRUMBY (Leader of the Opposition) - I
refer the Treasurer to his appointment of Michael
Tilleyand Centaurus Corporate Finance to oversee
the Totalizator Agency Board float. Can he confirm
that Mr Tilley's contract included a success fee that
was payable if the float of the TAB went ahead and,
if so, can he inform the house how much that
contributed to Michael Tilley's total fee, which was
in excess of $3 million?
Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer) - The
arrangement with Mr Tilley's firm is a completely
commercial arrangement. In instances of this kind it
is quite common for a success fee to be included:
indeed, it is in the interests of the taxpayers of
Victoria that the remuneration to people acting on
the state's behalf is contingent upon their being
successful. Of course, were that to be the basis of the
arrangement as regards the Leader of the
Opposition, he would not be paid at all.

Beaumaris Primary School
Mr TIlOMPSON (Sandringham) - Will the
Minister for Education inform the house what
measures will be taken to provide for students and
staff affected by the recent fire at Beaumaris Primary
School?
Mr HAYWARD (Minister for Education) - I
thank the honourable member for Sandringham for
his assistance in reference to the problems at
Beaumaris Primary School. He has been a great help.
I firstly express my admiration to Mr Gary
O'Mahony, the principal of the school, and the
teachers for the calm, quiet, effective way they
removed the children from danger. It was a great
achievement that no child or staff member was hurt.
It reflects two things: firstly, that the school had in
existence an evacuation plan for any emergency and,
secondly, the professionalism of the teachers
involved. The staff are owed a great debt of
gratitude by the community.
I visited the school today and have also been to the
adjacent Beaumaris campus of Sandringham
Secondary College, which is the temporary location
for the students and staff. I have spoken to the staff
and students and can report that they are coping
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very well. Of course they are affected by the trauma
of the fire and will continue to be for some time. It is
a frightening experience. Counselling is being
provided, and I believe th~ situation will be dealt
with effectively.
In the short term, transportable buildings will be
provided for the school this week. The school will
meet on its premises again on the last day of term at
the end of this week and will be able to operate
effectively from the beginning of term 4. I have
given the commitment that the school be rebuilt as
soon as possible, and I hope that will be completed
early in the new school year.
In conclusion, I thank the local community for the

wonderful help it gave to the school yesterday and
today. To find community members actively
engaged in assisting the staff and students and
dealing with problems associated with this trauma
was admirable indeed. Much fine work by very
good people has come out of this tragedy.

Tabcorp: float
Mr BRUMBY (Leader of the Opposition) - I
refer the Treasurer to his answer to my last question,
in which he said that it was common practice for a
success fee to be included in privatisation floats. Can
the Treasurer inform the house whether the original
contract to Mr Michael Tilley to oversee the
Totalizator Agency Board float included a success
fee, or was the contract renegotiated at a later date to
include that success fee?
Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer) - Lest we follow
the Labor Party's traditional habit of rewriting
history, let me say that the Leader of the
Opposition's description of my previous answer is
not correct. I indicated that in relation to commercial
dealings of this kind generally - not just in relation
to privatisations - the inclusion of success fees in
the remuneration for underwriters, merchant banks
and other consultants is quite a normal arrangement.

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr STOCKDALE - Are you going to rewrite
this answer before I have finished? As far as I am
aware, there has only ever been one arrangement for
Mr Tilley's firm's remuneration for the float of the
TAB.
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Small business: awards
Mr JENKINS (Ballarat West) - Will the Minister
for Small Business inform the house of the
achievements of the winners of the Victorian
government's small business awards?
Mr HEFFERNAN (Minister for Small
Business) - Last night the Victorian government
and Telecom small business awards were presented
at the World Congress Centre. The awards are a
major annual event that recognises excellence in
Victoria's small business sector. TItis year more than
700 Victorian small businesses entered the awards
with a total of 63 finalists across 13 categories vying
for $125 000 worth of prizes. A record 1400 people
attended the gala evening, which was a tremendous
success.
On behalf of the government and all honourable
members I congratulate the Burwood-based
computer equipment supplier, VME Systems, for not
only winning the Victorian Small Business of the
Year Award but also winning two other
categories - Best Small Business with Less Than 30
Employees and the VECCI award. The Best Small
Business with Less Than Six Employees was Zoots
Australia, from Williamstown, makers of protective
swimwear. I congratulate the company, which was
excited about its win. The Best Manufacturer with
Less Than 100 Employees was won by Pendulum
Dairy Gates of Tallangatta. The Total Quality
Management Best Practice Award was won by the
Nurses' Databank Network. In this Year of the
Family the Premier's Award for Victoria's Best
Family-run Business was won by Christmas Tree
Farm at Merricks North.
As Minister responsible for Youth Affairs it gave me
particular pleasure to present to Rohen Ford of
Wesley College the Best School Business Plan
Award. It is the first year that schools have been
involved in the proceedings, and I congratulate
Wesley College on its great effort.

It is companies like VME Systems that will continue
to prosper under the leadership of the government.
We are continuing to create an environment in
which small business can create wealth and employ
people. The government recognises the contribution
and value of a strong small business sector to the
Victorian economy. I can assure the house with total
confidence that small business will lead the recovery
in this state.
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Ambulance services: delay statistics
Mr THWAITES (Albert Park) - I refer the
Minister for Health to the release of the latest
ambulance delay statistics and I ask: is it not a fact
that the Metropolitan Ambulance Service is
continuing to doctor the statistics so as not to reveal
the mean delays between the time someone calls for
an ambulance and the time at which an ambulance
actually arrives - delays that are contributing to the
deaths of Victorians?
Mrs TEHAN (Minister for Health) - Before I
answer the question asked by the honourable
member for Albert Park, I point out that I object
strongly to his constant reference - and that of the
Leader of the Opposition - to people dying as a
result of the Metropolitan Ambulance Service. That
is a despicable way to deal with our Metropolitan
Ambulance Service. We have an excellent service.
We have committed ambulance people and we have
made improvements over the past two years that far
outweigh the performance in previous years. Most
importantly, we have a service that provides 17000
service calls a month, of which 6000 are emergency
calls -that is, approximately 185 emergency calls a
day are met by the service. I get numerous letters
and recommendations on the standard, care and
commitment of our ambulance employees and the
way in which they provide that service. It is
unbecoming of the opposition, either its leader or
the shadow Minister for Health, to continue to
denigrate and decry the excellence of our service.

In regard to response times, during the autumn
sittings the honourable member asked me to make
response times available. Response times for June,
July and August have been made available and they
show a consistent improvement in the basis upon
which the ambulance service responds to calls.
During recent days, some working documents
showed the time it takes for individual ambulance
units to get to the scene of an accident or call- not
the overall response time but what is described as
reflex time - and 56 different units have made their
reflex times available to the service. The reflex time
is the time from when they get the call to when they
are able to get to the scene of the call. Of those 56
units, the opposition has found 4 that have not quite
met the benchmark that is the basis for the collection
of this information. If we look at the 56 units and
decide on those that are meeting calls within an
acceptable time and those that are not as good in
reflex response, we have a pOSition to continue to
raise the overall standard. That is the basis for the
collection of information. For the opposition, and to
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a lesser degree the unions, to pick out of the 56 reflex
times only 4 that do not measure up is indicative of
the negative attitude that the opposition has about
our ambulance service. The Metropolitan
Ambulance Service is doing an excellent job. It
should be commended and supported by all in this
Parliament.

Agriculture: investment
Mr SPRY (Bellarine) - Will the Minister for
Agriculture inform the House of the results of a
recent nationwide survey on rural investment and
its implications for Victorian agriculture?
The SPEAKER - Order! Will the minister pause
until the house comes to order.
Mr Sandon interjected.
Mr W. D. McGRATH (Minister for
Agriculture) - It is interesting to note that the
honourable member for Carrum is taking an active
interest in this particular answer. It is interesting to
note a report from a Canberra-based consultancy
ACIL Australia on investment in Australian
agriculture. The report shows that investments in
agriculture are giving a better return than many
other businesses, even though there is some
volatility in the agricultural sector that is reflected
particularly by seasonal conditions. It also shows
that the best 5 per cent of farms are exceeding
markedly the average. The top performers on return
on capital are way ahead in many other business
and industry sectors. That means we have to try to
increase the productivity of many farmers who are
below the top 20 per cent of the farming community.
Let us look at some of the things that have been
done by the Victorian government. There is the
deregulation or partial deregulation of areas such as
the liquid milk market, domestic feed barley, the egg
industry, the meat industry as well as quality
assurance programs and the margarine market,
which will be deregulated during this session. That
gives the various industries a greater opportunity to
add value to agricultural products and not rely, as
has been the case, on exporting bulk commodities.
Referring to the budget announcement made last
week, the Victorian government has provided
something like $18 million to the Department of
Agriculture over a three-year period, which will
create many opportunities for increased
productivity for the farming community.
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It is estimated that a 5 per cent improvement in wool
production efficiency could be worth $15 million a
year to Victoria, with the same increase in
productivity efficiency in wool processing being
worth about $8 million a year. For the meat
industry, a 5 per cent improvement in efficiency
could lead to approximately $90 million extra in
wealth for Victoria. A 5 per cent efficiency
improvement in feedlot production could mean
$30 million annually, making sure that Victoria
overcomes the winter shortfall, particularly for the
Japanese market, and it could increase meat exports
by about $20 million.

Today officials from the Department of Agriculture
are meeting with the Meat and Livestock
Corporation and the pastoral division of the
Victorian Farmers Federation in Ballarat to develop
meat industry programs, which is very positive.
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Mr STOCK DALE (Treasurer) - Let me say first
of all that all the appointments made by the
government - An honourable member interjected.

Mr STOCK DALE - We won't have to wait for
you to take over, George, will we? All the
appointments made by the government have been
made on merit. Mr Tilley - -

Opposition members interjecting.
The SPEAKER - Order! I remind the opposition
that it is their question and they are wasting
question time.
Mr STOCK DALE -It is a real reflection on the
Labor Party that you think behaving like that
actually impresses your colleagues.

Mr Baker interjected.
Mr W. D. McGRATH -It is interesting to listen
to the whingeing and whining of the honourable
member for Sunshine on the back bench. He is once
again very red faced up there, reflecting on his
failure as Minister for Agriculture - but he was
only one of seven ministers for agriculture who were
absolute failures in the 10 years of Labor
government.
I would like to give to the financial institutions of
this country the message that there are very good
and sound investment prospects in agriculture in
Australia. Those who are prepared to back the
agricultural sector, as the findings of the ACIL
report show, can indeed find a good return in the
agricultural sector.

Mr Tilley did a superb job of reaching agreement
with the racing industry to implement the
government's policy of privatising the TAB. When
he started most honourable members on that side of
the house, and indeed many in the community,
thought it would be extremely difficult to get more
than 100 racing clubs to reach agreement on
anything, including even the time of day. They did
not have a history of being able to be forward
looking, of reaching agreement and putting the
common interests of their branches of the racing
industry ahead of their own self-interest. Mr Tilley
worked extremely hard and extremely effectively to
get the racing industry to reach agreement on a
proposal tha t was in the interests of the Victorian
people, in the interests of the TAB and its employees
and agents, and most particularly in the interests of
Victoria's racing industry.

Tabcorp: float
Mr BRUMBY (Leader of the Opposition) - I
refer to the Treasurer's decision to appoint
Mr Michael Tilley and his confirmation today that
Mr Tilley's fee was well in excess of $3 million.
When the Treasurer appointed Mr Tilley to oversee
the float, was he aware of the close and longstanding
business relationship between Mr Tilley, Mr Ross
Wilson and Mr Peter Scanlon, the former Elders !XL
executive?

Mr Kennett - How pathetic. How absolutely
pathetic.

The racing industry is tremendously important to
this state. It is a very large employer and a key part
of Victoria's tourism strategy. It attracts many
people and generates a great deal of income for
Victorians. Mr Tilley did a superb job in putting the
proposition together and handling the TAB float,
despite the extreme difficulty generated by the
irresponsible actions of the Victorian Labor Party.
He did a great job in securing all the necessary
arrangements for a successful float. The fact that the
float was achieved fully subscribed - Mr BRUMBY (Leader of the Opposition) -On a
point of order, Mr Speaker, the Treasurer has not for
one moment gone anywhere near addressing the
question asked, which was: when he appointed
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Mr Tilley was he aware of the longstanding and
close business relationship Mr Tilley had with
Mr Ross Wilson and with Mr Peter Scanlon, the
fonner Elders IXL executive?
Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer) - On the point of
order, Mr Speaker, the question has only one
purpose: it is designed to smear Mr Tilley and smear
the government. I am responding to the essence of
the question - and it shows what an ignoramus and
a smear merchant this man is!
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Honourable members interjecting.
Mr HEFFERNAN - I understand the lack of
interest in small business on that side of the house.
The shadow minister does not even sit on the front
bench, that is how much the opposition thinks of
small business.
An Honourable Member - Who is it?

Mr HEFFERNAN - The honourable member for
Preston, I think.

Honourable members interjecting.
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER - Order! The Leader of the
OppOSition raised a point of order about the way the
question is being answered. I am not responsible for
the way the question is answered, save that the
Chair has to be satisfied that the answer is relevant. I
judge the answer to be relevant and the Treasurer in
order.
Mr STOCKDALE - Those bully-boy tactics may
go down all right in a factional meeting of the Labor
Party but they do not have any place in this
Parliament. Mr Tilley did a superb job under very
difficult circumstances. I do not think anybody
could have expected. the Labor Party to behave in
the irresponsible way it did to sabotage deliberately sabotage - this float. The government
believes Mr Tilley did a superb job in the interests of
the people of Victoria. It is beneath the dignity of the
Leader of the Opposition that he seeks constantly to
smear everybody associated with this successful
float.

The SPEAKER - Order! I warn the honourable
member for Mordialloc that he is under the same
restriction as the honourable member for Keilor.
Mr HEFFERNAN - I believe small business
exporters deserve special praise. The government
understands the importance of exports to the state's
economy. Just recently the Australian Financial
Review gave particular recognition to the way small
firms dominate the services export market and
explained how the same small export firms will
drive the economy.
Over the past 22 months Small Business Victoria has
played an important role in facilitating first-time
exporters. In the year following our election victory,
Small Business Victoria assisted 15 Victorian small
businesses with initial orders of $369 000. I am
pleased to announce that the initial orders for those
Victorian firms have led to subsequent orders in
excess of $3.5 million.

Small business: export growth
Mr FINN (Tullamarine) - I ask the Minister for
Small Business to inform the house of recent trends
in Victorian small business export growth.
Mr HEFFERNAN (Minister for Small
Business) - You've got to have the figures!

Between August 1993 and August 1994 the advice
and guidance of Small Business Victoria have led to
$1.6 million worth of first export orders for 17
Victorian small businesses. The products and
services exported by those firms range from school
furniture to Indonesia, orange juice to Bangladesh,
Aboriginal art to Italy and Kuwait, and health and
beauty products to the Pacific Islands.

An honourable member interjected..
The SPEAKER - Order! The Chair has been very
tolerant with the honourable member for Keilor
during question time. I advise the honourable
member that if he interjects once more I will deal
with him.
Mr HEFFERNAN - As the house is well aware,
Victoria is now really on the move.

My portfolio will continue to focus on and facilitate
growth for Victorian small business exporters, and
the growth in small business will lead to jobs and
create wealth for Victoria.

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr HEFFERNAN - Opposition members are
interjecting, so I shall quote some figures from the
1980s when the Labor Party was in government.
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During that ID-year period Victoria's market share
of the national export pie fell from 22.2 per cent to
17.3 per cent.
Mr Leighton interjected.
Mr HEFFERNAN - I shall come to bankruptdes.
Given that Australia exports in the vicinity of
$55 billion worth of goods and services each year,
this 5 per cent loss of market share cost Victorians
$2.7 billion. I shall relate that loss of $2.7 billion to
something else. What else did the former Labor
government lose that cost Victorians $2.7 billion?

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr HEFFERNAN - No, the bank. The former
government virtually lost two banks! In finandal
terms the people of Victoria lost two banks - the
former State Bank Victoria and the equivalent in lost
export earnings. The opposition will not forget that
during the next 20 years.
Earlier the honourable member for Altona
interjected with a comment about creating
employment, but I shall refer to unemployment.
While doing so I remind the house that small
business is the major facilitator of wealth for
Victoria. In May 1982 unemployment was 6.4 per
cent. In 1992 when the coalition government was
elected it had increased to 11.8 per cent! Yet
members of the opposition have the audacity to
believe that some time in the future the people of
Victoria will forget what they did to the state! I
assure them that they will not forget.

The humble petition of the Kaniva Traders and
Promotions Association sheweth voice the concern of
our community toward the unjust funding cuts to the
Kaniva District Hospital and Nursing Home being
made by the state government.
Your petitioners therefore pray that you ensure that
there will be no further reduction in financial assistance
to the Kaniva District Hospital and Nursing Home.
And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

By Mr Kilgour (853 signatures)
Laid on table.

SCRUTINY OF ACTS AND
REGULATIONS COMMITTEE

Alert Digest No. 8
Mr PERTON (Doncaster) presented Alert Digest
No. 8 on Appropriation (Parliament 1994-95, No. 1)
Bill, Appropriation (1994-95, No. 1) Bill, Dentists
(Amendment) Bill, Property Law (Amendment)
Bill, Royal Agricultural Show-grounds
(Amendment) Bill, Margarine (Repeal) Bill,
Agriculture (Registered Occupations) Bill and
Lotteries Gaming and Betting (Betting) Bill,
together with an appendix.
Laid on table.
Ordered to be printed.

PAPERS
I refer now to youth unemployment. In 1982 youth
unemployment totalled 55 000, but under the former
Labor government it increased to 98 OOO! The Labor
government doubled the amount of youth
unemployment in 10 years! The record shows it
doubled nearly everything except state debt which it tripled! The opposition has a cheek trying to
interfere with the great work small business and the
government are doing to create wealth in this state.

PETITION
The Clerk - I have received the following
petition for presentation to Parliament:

Kaniva District Hospital and Nursing
Home
To the Honourable the Speaker and members of the
Legislative Assembly in Parliament assembled:

Laid on table by Clerk:
Parliamentary Committees Act 1968 - Response from
the Minister for Public Transport on the action taken
with respect to the recommendations made by the
Crime Prevention Committee's Inquiry into Personal
Safety on the Public Transport System in its Second and
Final Report
Planning and Environment Act 1987 - Notices of
approval of amendments to the following Planning
Schemes:
Buln Buln Planning Scheme - No. 1.36
Cranbourne Planning Scheme - No. L49 Part 3,
LI08
Diamond Valley Planning Scheme - No. U6

BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE
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Mr Micallef interjected.

RL46

Keilor Planning Scheme - No. L66

Mr ROWE - I withdraw - if you go back to
eating bananas!

Knox Planning Scheme - No. L79
Melton Planning Scheme - Nos l31, L40
Prahran Planning Scheme - No. 1.54
South Gippsland Planning Scheme - No. L30
Springvale Planning Scheme - No. L66
St Kilda Planning Scheme - No. U8
Sunshine Planning Scheme - No. L74
Traralgon (City) Planning Scheme - No. L49
Transport Superannuation Board - Report on the
Actuarial Investigation of the Fund as at 30 June 1993

BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE
Program
Mr GUDE (Minister for Industry and
Employment) - I move:
That, pursuant to sessional order no. 6(3), the order of
the day, government business, relating to the
Margarine (Repeal) Bill be considered and completed
by 4.00 p.m. on Thursday, 15 September 1994.

Motion agreed to.

GOVERNOR'S SPEECH
Address-in-reply
Debate resumed from 8 September; motion of
Mr WELLS (Wantima) for adoption of
address-in-reply.
Mr ROWE (Cranboume) - It is with
pleasure-Mr Micallef interjected.
Mr ROWE - Not like you, Mr Micallef. I don't
have to pander to factions to survive, son!
Apart from the ramblings of the chimpanzee
opposite-The SPEAKER - Order! That is an
unparliamentary expression. I ask the honourable
member to withdraw.

The SPEAKER - Order! The honourable
member for Springvale has already enjoyed the
protection of the Chair, but I can no longer give him
that protection if he interjects while out of his place.
Mr ROWE - It is with pleasure that I contribute
to the address-in-reply debate. As the Governor said
in his speech, it is time to reflect on the past two
years of this government's time in office. It is also
time that we members of Parliament looked at the
reasons why we decided to become involved in
politics and to put ourselves up for election to this
house.
My reflections are enhanced by my recent overseas
trip as a member of the Crime Prevention
Committee. I saw the great democracies of the world
at work. Standing in the Capitol Building in the
United States of America and visiting the houses of
Parliament in Westminster I realised not only that
we are members of a very important institution that
commenced in England about 10 centuries ago but
also that that institution forms the basis of all the
world's major democracies.
As parliamentarians we have a duty to govern for
the long term, not the short-term interests of some
factional groups or the short-term interests of one's
political future. We have a responsibility to govern
for the benefit of all Victorians, to provide for the
long-term future of our children and to establish the
basis on which our education system can prosper,
enabling us to provide the latest in technology for
Victorian students.
During the past two years the government has had
to undo the damage of 10 years of Labor
mismanagement. It was a time when the
$600 million needed to maintain our school system
was ignored, when we lost the State Bank and when
the state was plunged into the greatest debt any
government has ever inflicted on the people it was
elected to govern. It was a time the Labor Party
should regard with a great deal of shame.
The ALP is now so divided that it needs to consider
importing members of the New South Wales right
wing to prop up its inept leader and get him
through to the next election and to destroy the last
vestiges of the socialist left which, I understand, the
New South Wales right wing holds in contempt-
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and I am sure that is true of all honourable members
on this side of the house.
I am proud to say that as the elected representative
of the people of Cranbourne I am part of a team that

has delivered Victoria from the brink of disaster, a
feat that could not have been achieved without the
support of the majority of Victorians. The people of
Cranbourne - and all Victorians - are now more
supportive. They understand that the pain inflicted
on them over the past two years was needed to
achieve a miracle and to deliver this state from the
brink of bankruptcy.
Mr Micallef interjected.
Mr ROWE - The only insurance you need will
be life insurance! I suggest the life insurance
premiums of the honourable member should be
loaded.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr E. R. Smith) Order! The honourable member will ignore
interjections.
Mr ROWE - The people of Cranbourne were
totally neglected by the former Labor government.
Little money was put into roads or education, and
only small amounts were devoted to health care.
Now the people of Cranbourne have a government
that cares about developing areas such as
Pakenham, Berwick and Cranbourne; now they are
seeing the fruits of their labour!
I am proud to lay claim to influencing a number of
the changes in direction taken by the government,
with the emphasis being placed on the delivery of
services to the growth areas of Melbourne, including
changing the diesel rail shuttle to a fully electrified
line and reclassifying the Dandenong-Hastings road
to the Western Port Highway - and some $9 million
will be spent on that project in the next two years.
The road carries more than 20 000 vehicles a day, the
majority of which carry steel and gas to and from the
port at Hastings. That road was on the top of the
shire's priority list for nearly 10 years, but the
numerous pleas, faxes, letters and deputations made
by me, the council and the Honourable Ken Smith to
the then Labor government were denied, and fatality
after fatality took place. Those fatalities should lie at
the feet of the transport ministers of the inept Labor
government, which wasted billions of dollars on
misdirected spending programs governed by
Labor's factional system. Within its first 12 months
in office this government acknowledged the
importance of the proposed Western Port Highway.
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The Minister for Roads and Ports has made several
visits to the electorates of Cranbourne, MOrnington
and Dromana to inspect the road and has even taken
a helicopter tour of the area with the Honourable
Ken Smith, who would never have made a Vietnam
chopper pilot - I Wlderstand he turned a bit green!
The road is important not only to the people of
Cranbourne but also to the total development of the
Momington Peninsula and the port of Hastings. The
port is the best deepwater port on the southern
coastline and is fully protected and totally
underdeveloped. I fully support the initiative the
government has shown in considering the
privatisation of the port because for too long the Port
of Melbourne AuthOrity placed undue cost penalties
on the port in an attempt to protect the port of
Melbourne.
I turn to the government's progress in education in

the electorate of Cranbourne. Within 12 months of
this government coming to office the Honourable
Ken Smith and I accompanied the Minister for
Tertiary Education and Training on a visit to the
Shire of Cranbourne to speak to the council about its
vision for education precincts within the township
of Cranbourne. Part of its vision included the
provision of tertiary education, which was neglected
during 10 years of Labor government at the state
and federal levels. Cranbourne was always passed
over by Labor.
Within the first 12 months of Liberal government,
negotiations had commenced with the City of
Cranbourne which, showing great foreSight,
purchased and subdivided a large parcel of land east
of the Cranbourne township and adjacent to what
was then the Ford New Holland tractor assembly
plant and what is now the city complex. The
Minister for Tertiary Education and Training
purchased a site for $1.2 million for the provision of
TAFE education in Cranbourne recognising the need
to expand education facilities. In Carrum
Downs-Skye I instigated a visit by the Minister for
Education which resulted in his granting to that
school an administration upgrade costing $100 000.
He directed that the responsible authorities for
education facilities enter into negotiations to
purchase land surrounding the Skye Primary School,
which is very old, with a view to expanding and
upgrading the school to cater for the expected
growth in the area. The area has a current
population of 12 000 but that figure is expected to
double over the next 10 years. It was neglected by
the previous government until the last election,

GOVERNOR'S SPEECH

228

ASSEMBLY

when, in desperation, it suddenly saw fit to bestow a
school upon the community.
Under this government the school, the Rowallan
Park Primary School, has flourished and is now one
of the leading primary schools in the area. The South
Eastern Growth Task Force, of which I am a
member, has indicated that in the near future there
will be a need to provide fwther education facilities
in the area and is currently involved in deliberations
about the matter.
For many years the Langwarrin Park Primary School
and the Langwarrin Primary School suffered under
the huge imposts of population growth. The
principal of the Langwarrin Park Primary School
wrote many pleading letters to the previous
government requesting an additional primary
school in the area. I am happy to add to the list of
this government's achievements the development of
the Potts Road Primary School, to be opened in 1996.
I inform honourable members that $3.7 million is
being put into the school, which will ease the burden
on the Langwarrin Park Primary School and Skye
Primary School caused by Langwarrin's rapid
growth. Many people travel from Langwarrin Park
to Skye and the Potts Road school will provide
education facilities for the local population, which is
expected to increase by 12 000 over the next 10 years.
A new primary school is currently under
construction in Courtney Avenue. Although it is just
over the border from my electorate, I mention it
because the honourable member for Oandenong was
unable to assist the people to acquire the new school.
Associates of his did everything they could to
frustrate its progress by trying to make it a political
issue rather than getting on with providing services
to the people of north Cranbourne. They relate to me
more easily than they relate to their elected member
because apparently there is never anybody in his
electorate office to answer the phone.
In conjunction with the Director of School Education
and the regional director we are examining the
maintenance requirements of the schools of
Cranboume, which has not been necessary in the
past. The majority of schools in Cranbourne have
had upgrades or are relatively new, although in the
past two weeks we have inspected several schools
for which we will be pushing hard to obtain
additional resources - schools such as Cranbourne
South Primary School, which has had a recent minor
upgrade in the form of a building worth $100 000
which will provide the school with a much needed
library.
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There have been rumblings from across the chamber
about the priority given to certain members of the
government in the distribution of maintenance
funding by the Department of Education. The sum
of $59 million is not dose to even 10 per cent of the
$600 million black hole left by the previous
government. The only way the government was able
to find $59 million was through rationalisation in the
education system, the disposal of excess sites and
budget targets set by the Treasurer. Although it was
difficult, the Minister for Education was able to free
up some $59 million which he placed into schools on
a priority-needs basis. The schools that were most
neglected by the previous government were given
the most funds. They were schools with rotting
floorboards, leaking roofs, heating systems and toilet
blocks that did not operate, and damp and
dangerous conditions. Those problems were on the
urgent list for 3, 5 or even 10 years and were
neglected by the previous government.
Some of the other projects the government has been
able to provide funding for include the
Berwick-Cranboume Road, which links the Shire of
Cranboume and the City of Berwick. That road was
in a state of total disrepair. It was deSignated by the
Australian Road Research Board as the worst sealed
road in Australia and was used as a measuring stick
by which to gauge the state of repair or disrepair of
all other sealed roads. Through its management of
the state's finances the government was able to come
up with the additional funds required to enable the
Shire of Cranboume to complete the road.
Another major road project that has recently been
completed by the government is the
Baxter-Tooradin-Westem Port Highway
roundabout. The intersection had been totally
neglected by former transport ministers. Fatality
after fatality had occurred and lives had been
destroyed because of the ineptness of the previous
government, which failed to provide any funding at
all to the City of Cranbourne to enable it to rectify
the problems at the intersection. It was only through
the intervention of the Minister for Roads and Ports,
the Honourable Bill Baxter, that the road was able to
be modified by the building of a roundabout. That
has increased the safety of the intersection and made
the flow of traffic through that formerly dangerous
and busy part of the road much safer. We need to
look to the future and consider what the people of
Cranboume need and have a right to expect.
Turning to planning, the former Labor government
not only introduced Viccode 1 but unfortunately this
was followed by the introduction of Viccode 2. As a
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result, Cranbourne has been given short shrift.
Viccode 1 and Viccode 2 were intended to be
guidelines but instead became a state strategy.
Although that outcome was never intended, the
ideology of the former government meant that
density and more density became the prime
objective of the planning scheme.
Viccode 1 allowed for the subdivision of land to
minimal lot sizes. At the time the cry of the planning
gurus down in Collins Street and the
not-so-far-sighted planning people in the
municipalities was that the marketplace would drive
the developers to provide what was needed. I told
them then - I hate to say it, but I was right - that
all developers care about is yield. If you get as many
blocks as you can out of one piece of land, keep the
price as high as you can and increase the yield, you
increase your profits. Unfortunately that has
happened in Cranboume, because when they went
to no minimum lots the price did not drop - in fact
it varied by only $1500 to $2000. Today no diversity
is available to the people of Cranboume, just little
block after little block, with above ground power in
some cases.
Some sections of the South Gippsland Highway
resemble a timber canyon with fences on each side.
It is a blight on the environment. It is not inviting;
and it is dangerous for young people and for women
because the timber canyons mean there are no
avenues for escape from any potentially hazardous
situations.
It is to be hoped that the recommendations that will
come from the review of Viccodes 1 and 2 will allow
municipalities to take greater control of their
destinies where planning matters are concerned.

229

Dandenong is looking after it very well. That is not
what we want in Cranboume. We want diversity;
we want people to have a range of choices, which
the marketplace has not been providing. We need
municipalities to develop as Berwick did. It
developed in a totally different way, under
guidelines set down by former Liberal governments.
They were able to establish planning areas and
impose planning restrictions. As a result streetscapes
and public open space could be designated with
some certainty and developers were not able to
come in and ruin the ambience of the area.
Mr Loney interjected.
Mr ROWE - We won't get into that argument
because I think it was the then honourable member
for Dandenong who sponsored Timbarra. You can't
tell me Timbarra is a showcase for medium-density
development; the place is heading for disaster. It is
certainly not developing in the way it was meant to
be developed.
I am not against higher density development. In an
attempt to create an appropriate environment in
Cranboume we undertook a successful plaruting
charrette in conjunction with Jennings, the
Department of Planning and Development, Vicroads
and the Public Transport Corporation. It is fine on
paper; but unless you can force the developers to
plant mature trees, provide playground equipment
and make sure there is a complete community with
all the roads and landscaping done, you end up
pushing people closer and closer together. All
honourable members know that the closer people
get, the more friction there is -and the greater
possibility there is for social disruption. In future,
the government must focus on the identified needs
of the City of Cranboume.

Mr Loney interjected.
Mr ROWE - You introduced Viccode I, which
was an absolute disaster, which I am on record as
saying will create ghettos of the future. 'It will shift
Doveton from Doveton to Cranboume', is what I
said.
Mr Loney - What's wrong with that?

Mr ROWE - It is a housing commission area and
it wasn't really looked after by a lot of the - Mr Pandazopoulos interjected.
Mr ROWE - I t is certainly under your
jurisdiction. I am sure the honourable member for

Other things which the government is attending to
but which were neglected by the former government
include providing sewerage for our coastal towns.
Although the former Labor government deferred the
proposals for years and years this government will
provide sewerage systems for Tooradin and
Warneet that will enable the areas to be developed
to their full potential.
In the area of conservation the government has

given full support to the Cranbourne annex of the
Royal Botanic Gardens. A large sum of money has
been provided for infrastructure as well as for the
foreshore management program that has just been
announced by the Minister for Conservation and
Environment, the Honourable Mark Birrell. Another
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initiative for Cranbourne, which is one of the largest
vegetable-growing areas in the state, has been the
introduction and future implementation of the
$22 million clean food export initiative.
I am proud to say I am part of the Kennett
government team that has had the courage to stand
by its convictions, to make the hard decisions and to
earn the respect of the people of Victoria and the
people of Cranbourne, who are now going to see the
benefits after the hard lessons learnt under Labor.
The hard lesson that was learnt was that you never
trust a factionalised Labor Party that looks after its
mates and will bow down and kowtow to union
demands, as we are currently seeing happen in
Canberra. I hope the Prime Minister sees the
wisdom of the way the Victorian government deals
with things and stands firm against the seamen's
and waterside workers unions. They want to see the
Australian National Line survive, but it is losing
$15 million every day of the strike, and all they are
doing is signing its death warrant.
I look back over the past two years with satisfaction
at being part of the Kennett team. I entered politics
to make a difference, and I believe I have made a
difference. I have been able to deliver to the people
of Cranbourne. As a local person who understands
local needs - I live in the community and served it
as a municipal councillor - I have understood what
it needed, and the government has been able to
direct its limited financial resources towards
prOViding infrastructure.
We were able to stop the rot of the Labor Party
cancer. I am proud to say that in so doing we have
set in train reforms that will see Victoria into the
21st century, including financial reforms that will
place Victorians, and my children in particular, in a
position where they do not have to be overtaxed to
compensate for government mismanagement.
I say to the people of Cranbourne that the journey
back to the future under the government has just
begun. The current state government will be here for
a very long time looking after Victoria's interests its education, health, road and transport needsand making sure that at no time in the future are
Victorians again exposed to the wrath of the Labor
Party.

Mr PANDAZOPOULOS (Dandenong) - It is
with some regret that I participate in this debate on
the address-in-reply to the Governor's speech. I
regret that I have had to sit through the speech of the

Tuesday. 13 September 1994

honourable member for Cranbourne. It is
irresponsible for a member of this house to denigrate
the 12 000 people who live in Doveton, a suburb I
grew up in, by implying that it is substandard; to
criticise the 2000-3000 residents of Timbarra estate in
Narre Warren by saying that the estate is a failure; or
to criticise his own constituents, the 20 OOO-odd
people who live in Cranbourne, by implying, as he
did, that Cranbourne is becoming substandard. It is
outrageous that a member should put on the record
stupid thoughts like those.
I also regret that last week and this week Parliament
has been forced to debate what, in effect, has been a
political stunt by the government. In theory the
government decided to prorogue Parliament to
create an impression, or as the Governor stated to:
... provide a means to reflect and review the progress
achieved ...

and:
... to use this historic opportunity to pause and set
anew the direction of Victoria in the remainder of the
current Parliament.

Opposition members sat in amazement throughout
the Governor's speech wondering what was so new,
wondering where the 'out with the old and in with
the new' was. In other words, we went through
pomp and ceremony that was a waste of taxpayers'
money, and about 80 per cent of Parliament's time in
this two-week period will be spent on debating the
supposed new direction of government. In fact,
there was nothing new in what the Governor said.
The Governor mentioned the importance of gaming
revenue and the casino to improving Melbourne and
providing funds for the government's Agenda 21
projects. That is not new. The legislation providing
for a casino was passed by the previOUS Labor
government. The system for the distribution of
gaming revenue following the introduction of
gaming machines was also set up by Labor for use
on the sorts of projects now being undertaken under
Agenda 21.
The Governor also mentioned the importance of the
grand prix. There is nothing new in that. We all
know we can buy a grand prix in the same way that
we can buy a Rolls Royce - you simply have to pay
the right price! The Governor mentioned changes in
local government. There is nothing new about them.
He said the $100 home tax was to be removed when

GOVERNOR'S SPEECH
Tuesday. 13 September 1994

ASSEMBLY

the budget is in surplus. There is nothing new about
that.
Despite the Governor's statement that the
government's agenda is not political, we know that
the government's every act is all about politics. The
government is obviously all about getting itself
re-elected. The proroguing of Parliament was part of
that stunt, supposedly to provide an image of, 'Now
that the hard times are over, out with the old and in
with the new. We are just around the corner from
recovery,' and so on.
I am surprised when I reflect on the past almost two
years of the Kennett government. I spend a lot of
time visiting businesses and going to business
forums and breakfasts, and I constantly hear that
leadership entails three things, one of which is
vision. The vision of the government is purely about
ideology; not about reality, helping Victoria to
progress or ensuring that the state is strengthened.
Its vision is purely an ideological agenda, whether in
the long term that benefits Victorians and the state
or not.
Another key part of leadership is process. That is
clearly one of the key failures of the government it does not believe in process or consultation but in
telling people. It does not believe in cooperation; it
believes in telling people what they have to do. The
government also does not believe in fair
competition. The government seems to want to
include in that process only its mates - Ron Walker
and Uoyd Williams. The mates of the government
are able to pick up the crown jewels of all new
investment in the statement, such as the casino and
the grand prix, and to gain the benefits of those
projects. In Victoria process, which is so important
to leadership, is all about serving your mates.
Leadership is also about intensity, about being
committed to having the state progress for the
benefit of the people. The government's approach to
intensity is to crash through. It crashed through on
Tabcorp, messed it up it and lost money for the
state. It crashed through on the grand prix and did
not worry about consulting communities, about the
costs or about the implications -it just crashed
through!
Two people are leading the government. The
Premier comes in for a lot of criticism in Victoriacertainly in my electorate - because of the
perception in the community that he is too close to
certain types of business people and not giving other
businesses a fair go. I refer to the debates about who
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would get the licence for the casino, with the
unsuccessful bidders being unhappy about the
bidding process, about the rules being constantly
changed with no opportunity being made available
to other businesses who are not mates of the Premier
and the government.
I have also heard that people are concerned about
the threats of and pressure applied by the Premier,
that he leads through threats rather than through
cooperation.
Therefore, he threatens backbenchers if they have a
point of view on the daylight savings issue. He
threatens any backbencher who dares to stand up to
him about either cutbacks to the electorate
entitlements of members of Parliament or about
daylight saving. It is all about threats to public
servants if they speak out. An order came from the
Director of School Education about teachers who
spoke out on cutbacks to schools; senior public
servants have been threatened and are accountable
directly to the Premier rather than their minister or
anyone else.
People are concerned about those sorts of threats
and about what appears to be an undemocratic
approach by the Premier. He reduces resources to
independent agencies such as the Equal
Opportunity Board. Concern was raised over the
sacking of the Workcover judges and the threats of
dismissal of the Director of Public Prosecutions and
the children's court chief magistrate. It is all about
the government having its snout in the trough while
everyone else fends for themselves.
The opposition has faced a severe cut in its resources
compared with conditions faced by the coalition
when it was in opposition. It is a deliberate attempt
to stifle democratic debate.
The second-in-charge in this state is not the Deputy
Premier but the Treasurer. It is basically a
Kennett-Stockdale government and no-one else has
much of a say in what the government does. Now,
however, the press are rightly calling Treasurer
Stockdale useless, as he was caught out on the
failure of the Tabcorp float. Of course, Treasurer
Stockdale is one of those people in the government
who attended the Scrooge and Artful Dodger School
of Management.
The government is about penny pinching and
pickpocketing Victorians. It has taken $1600 from
every Victorian since the election. Every week that is, on 50 separate occasions -our pockets have
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been picked by increased taxes and charges which
now total $1600. It is amazing to think that so many
jobs have been lost in small business, as alluded to
by the honourable member for Pascoe Vale in the
motion of which he gave notice earlier today.
Apparently the Australian Bureau of Statistics notes
42 400 job losses in the small business sector.
The Governor mentioned an economic turnaround
in this state, and there is much debate on that point.
When the government was elected it claimed the
budget was in deficit to the tune of about $1 billion,
but $1600 has been raised by every Victorian. We
have seen huge cutbacks so that now the budget is
actually in surplus.
The cutbacks have affected the young, the old, the
infirm, and low-income people, but the government
has a very simple analysis of economic management:
it is all about increasing your income, cutting back
on your expenditure and then your budget turns
around. That is quite obvious. Every Victorian can
do the same by just going to the boss, saying, 'Triple
my income' and then not spending money on
household items and cutting back on food and
clothes. They won't have financial problems, but the
huge cutbacks create phenomenal problems.
The government may pretend the crisis is over but it
is only starting to be felt in the school sector, the
health sector and other areas. It is interesting that
there is one area that has not faced cuts, and it is
actually a growth area: government financial waste.
The government has money to bum in this area and
is spending it on itself. Ministers have their snouts
so deep in the trough that they are swimming in it.
The honourable member for Momington may laugh,
but he should have a look at his own area. Last year
out of $59 million in the school capital works
program the electorate of MOmington did not
receive 1 cent for maintenance and refurbishment.
That goes to show how much influence the
honourable member for MOmington has!
The government has money to bum if it means
promoting itself and ensuring that it does not face
cutbacks. It is all about wasting money, whether it is
the $9.2 million for upgrading the offices of the
Premier and the Treasurer or the $30 million
announced in the budget last Wednesday for extra
ministerial office upgrades or the political
advertising with which the government has been
involved. It could be the $8 million on those
atrocious Workcover advertisements or the
$4 million the government announced for political
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propaganda distributed to every Victorian
household - a 30-page colour brochure celebra ting
the second anniversary of the election of the Kennett
government. It has money to bum for those
purposes but not for ambulances or schools.
It is interesting to note that the $4 million spent to
distribute that 3O-page brochure amounts to $50 000
per electorate. If my electorate could have had that

$50 000 for preschools there would have been no
need for increases in preschool fees or no need to
close them. The government can spend $50 000 on
party political propaganda but not $50000 on
preschools in my electorate or that of any
honourable member.
In the two-year period it has been in office the
government has found $2.5 million to spend on four
extra ministers, extra parliamentary secretaries, extra
committees and all of those extra paid positions, but
at the same time opposition members have one
fewer staff member in their electorate offices.
There are cutbacks on resources, including paper
supplies. The government is using taxpayers' money
to theoretically communicate with the public, but
opposition members do not have the right to
communicate with the publiC by using taxpayers'
money. It is one rule for the government and one
rule for the opposition and that is why the public is
concerned.
We have seen huge cutbacks and the threats of
closure of country hospitals, and some have already
closed. There are concerns about the crisis in the
ambulance service. In recent times I have dealt with
two individuals from my electorate who have had
problems with the ambulance service.
There are cutbacks to community health services
also. My local community health centre, the Berwick
Wide Community Health Service, has to find $70 000
or it will have to cut its programs. It needs to find
$70000 to balance its books, but the government can
spend $170 000 on one of its mates, Mr Ken
Crompton, who is the Agent-General in London and
a personal friend of the Premier. The government
has spent $170 000 to do up his residence but does
not have $70000 to balance the books and prevent
cutbacks to the Berwick Wide Community Health
Service.
Then there is the $2 million satellite man, the
Minister for Education. I understand why the
minister thinks satellites are so important - he does
not like visiting schools because he gets too much of
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a hard time. It is easier being on TV and telling
people what they have to do that way.

member or a Labor member, that is too bad you're at the bottom of the queue.

We have seen close to 300 school closures in the last
two years, and a number of those have been in my
electorate. The high school I used to go to, the Joseph
Banks Secondary College has closed, and the Hallam
Valley Primary School is to be closed. This was
conveniently forgotten when the new Fleetwood
Primary School was announced. On the one hand
the government announces a new school which is
already a year overdue, but the people are not told
that another school will close to fund it. We have
seen huge increases in class sizes and cutbacks in
special education. The life opportunities of kids with
learning difficulties are being reduced because of the
inability of teachers to focus on them to a greater
level.

Country areas have not done particularly welL The
electorates of Bendigo East, Bendigo West, Ballarat
East and Ballarat West are way below the state
average; Bendigo East received nothing! Gippsland
South is badly under-represented, as is Pakenham.

Last year $59 million was allocated to school capital
works under the maintenance and refurbishment
and quality provision programs. That information,
which was belatedly provided to me under the
provisions of the Freedom of Information Act,
confirmed that senior coalition members are way
ahead of everyone else. Their snouts are deeper in
the trough than everyone else's. On average their
electorates are getting twice the average funding of
other honourable members.
What is happening in provincial cities? Ballarat and
Bendigo are way below the state average. The
Geelong electorate hardly gets a guernsey, with a
$50000 allocation. The Bellarine electorate received
$110000. What happens to the areas where all the
urban growth is taking place, where there is
competition among communities to provide new
schools and the need to resource and improve the
capital works in existing schools?
In his speech the honourable member for
Cranbourne gloated about the money he was able to
secure for his electorate this financial year, but last
year Cranbourne received nothing. He is now
embarrassed about that because his local press have
run quite hard on the issue. If local members are
saying there is this huge backlog of school capital
works in their electorates, why was not 1 cent of the
$59 million program allocated to such areas? The
whole MOrnington Peninsula did not receive 1 cent
while the electorates of senior coalition members
received twice the state average. It appears that if
you are a senior member of this government - if
you have power or contacts - your electorate will
receive more funding. If you are a junior coalition

Another area where there have been severe cutbacks
is ethnic affairs. About 40 per cent of people living in
Victoria are from non-English-speaking
backgrounds. Last week the Premier announced a
50 per cent increase in the ethnic affairs program,
which will move from $200 000 to a whopping
$300 000 for ethnic communities. That represents a
spending increase from 11.7 cents to 18 cents a
person from a non-English-speaking background.
What a great acknowledgment of the work
performed by ethnic communities! The program was
reduced from $1.5 million in the last year of the
Labor government to nothing in the first year of the
election of the Kennett government and to $200 000
in the second year. What a slap in the face to
Victoria's ethnic communities! The most common
basic grant under the ethnic affairs program was
$250. The government can find $8 million for
Workcover advertisements and $170 000 for the
refurbishment of the Agent-General's home in
London, but grants amounting to $250 are provided
to individual ethnic communities in this state. That
is outrageous!
There have also been Significant cutbacks in
preschool funding. One preschool in my electorate
has been forced to close. A number of others have
moved from holding two groups to only one group.
Fees have gone through the roof. Preschool-aged
children are missing out on preschool despite the
government's promises. Recent figures reveal that
public housing waiting lists are blowing out.
Mr Seitz - Eight years!
Mr PANDAZOPOULOS - In some areas there
is a wait of up to eight years. Waiting lists have
blown out from four and a half years to eight years.
No wonder. The government has prOVided hardly
any money for new public housing. Only two new
public housing stock have been provided in the
Cranbourne electorate; the same has occurred in the
Berwick electorate. The fastest growing residential
area of the state has received almost no funds for
public housing. Low-income earners and people
whose financial situations have changed are forced
to move away from areas they know, forced to move
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away from families and friends, forced to move to
other areas because there is no public housing or
they have to pay exorbitant rents.
There have been huge cutbacks in public transport
hmding. On the Pakenham line almost no railway
stations will be staffed. It appears that the
government has given up on electorates on the
Pakenham line, whether it is Oakleigh, Berwick or
Cranbourne, because it will have hardly any of the
government's new premium stations -stations that
will be staffed from the first to the last train. There
will be no premium stations between Dandenong
and Pakenham.
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have been paid to market Tabcorp. Victorians do not
have the right under FoI to gain access to
information about state-owned enterprises. It is
difficult to believe the government has tried to be
honest when one recalls its attacks on the
independence of public servants and institutions.
The Governor's statement that the government has
tried to be an honest government is an admission of
clear failure. Victorians have been astounded by the
government's undemocratic approach. It has refused
to cooperate with people, refused to consult, and
refused to provide information that the public needs.
In his speech the Governor also said that the federal

An article in the Berwick City News of 8 September

referred to the government being given money
under the federal government's Better Cities
program for a new railway platform at Narre
Warren station which will be administered by the
Public Transport Corporation. Many people have
expressed concern that the PTC will not build any
new toilets on the Narre Warren railway station. The
government had money to burn for the
Agent-General in London who had his toilets
refurbished but no new toilets will be provided on
the Narre Warren station platform. The government
has very strange priorities.
The Governor, in his speech, also mentioned the
importance of taxis as a new image for Melbourne.
Although it may be an interesting initiative it seems
there is more regulation for taxis than for people's
entitlements at work, especially with all the
industrial relations reforms. It is yet another
indication of the government's strange priorities. It
is more important to have strong regulation and
controls on taxis than to have control over people's
entitlements at work.
I was surprised - and some of my opposition
colleagues giggled - when the Governor said the
goyernment has tried to be an honest government.
The Governor did not say that the government ever
has been but that it has tried to be an honest
government. If that is not an admission of failure I
do not know what is. The changes made to freedom
of information legislation mean we are now forced
to pay a $20 application fee; we are forced to pay
administration fees; and we are forced to lodge a
$150 application fee to the Administrative Appeals
Tribunal. A whole range of additional exemptions
has been imposed. The government hides behind
this supposed need for commercial confidentiality as
if Victorians do not have the right to know how
much the casino has cost or how much consultants

government publicly supports the state's electricity
industry reforms. As one who takes a keen interest
in the public sector I am surprised by that statement.
If there is one major difference between the Labor
and coalition parties, it is that Labor believes a
strong public sector can provide quality service to
Victorians and provide a proper return to the state,
while the coalition believes in flogging off
everything. The government is wrong in saying that
the federal government supports its electricity
industry reforms. The Hilmer report refers to
competition by electricity authorities in different
states.
The eastern region office of Electricity Services
Victoria, which covers the south-eastern and eastern
suburbs of Melbourne, will be the first area to be
privatised. I am concerned about the potential harm
consumers may suffer as a result of a private
company being responsible for electricity
distribution in the south-eastern and eastern suburbs
of Melbourne because, as we know from experiences
overseas, private companies will put their own
profits and the concerns of their investors ahead of
the interests of consumers and Victorians.
It is interesting, as Kenneth Davidson said a couple

of weeks ago in the Age, to see that private
companies actually cost more to run because they
have to pay dividends and taxes and there is no
government guarantee. Just the other day I received
the National Business Bulletin for September 1994,
which contains information about Pacific Power, the
New South Wales government, 100 per cent
taxpayer-funded, electricity authority that the
Greiner government decided it wanted to carve up.
When the Greiner government got into power it
realised - unlike its coalition counterparts over
here - that it was not in the interests of the
taxpayers of New South Wales to carve up the
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electricity authority because it is one of the state's
great strengths.
Pacific Power's record shows that you can have
strong public enterprises without the need to sell
them off to private companies or multinational
companies. Pacific Power has a proud record
showing a 25 per cent decrease in costs in the past
five years. It has put in place a new commercial
approach to management operating on an internal
fee-for-service basis to encourage cost controls and
internal competition where power stations compete
in a bidding process in order to keep costs low. Its
team-building effort boosts staff morale, and
management works with staff, making the
day-to-day decisions. Pacific Power has shown that
you do not need to sell government-controlled
electricity authorities or other publiC institutions it is all about how you manage them.
This government's ideological agenda involves
carving up our electricity industry. That will
ultimately be to the great disadvantage of
Victorians. We all know from overseas experience
that privatisation has failed in the long term. It has
not only meant more disconnections for low-income
people; it has not only meant a reduction in service
for customers; it has also meant a huge rise in prices
and an increased cost to the environment.
Mr W. D. McGRATH (Minister for
Agriculture) - In responding to the speech given by
His Excellency the Governor, Richard McGarvie, I
say that 1 believe the Governor of Victoria is doing
an excellent job. On the occasions 1 have attended
meetings of the Governor in Council I have been
impressed by the Governor's attention to detail and
his making sure that legislation and regulations are
exactly right before they are proclaimed. It gives you
a great sense of confidence to know that if there
were any mistakes the Governor and his office
would have the expertise and resources to identify
and correct them before proclamation. Therefore, I
believe the people of Victoria should have a sense of
confidence in the expertise of the Governor and his
staff.
When we have had the privilege of visiting
Government House - whether it be for a social
tennis match between the Governor's team and the
parliamentary team or some other occasion - the
Governor and his wife, Mrs McGarvie, have been
very gracious hosts. It gives us a great deal of
pleasure to visit Government House on those
occasions.
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Before making my further comments I will take up a
few of the points made by the honourable member
for Dandenong. He used such terminology as 'snout
in the trough'. He referred to resources not being
available in his electorate to support him in his work
as an honourable member. As a government we
believed there was a need to encourage a greater
commitment to the work ethic, and as part of that
we believed members on both sides of the house
could carry out their electorate work with a greater
degree of commitment to their overall electorates.
We believed members of Parliament had to make
sacrifices similar to those we were asking other
people in the community to make. We had to start
cutting back on some of the costs of running
government, nmning businesses and running
enterprises and we also have to participate, as a
government a lJ as individual members, in
experiencing s{ me of the pressure and some of the
pain.
Mr Haermeyer interjected.
Mr W. D. McGRATH - I can assure you there
have not been too many improvements to my
ministerial suite. The improvements to my suite
were made by the Honourable Barry Rowe, a former
Minister for Agriculture, at a cost of about $140 000
or $150 000. That sort of interjection gives one a little
idea of the naivety of the honourable member for
Yan Yean, because those types of improvements to
ministerial suites have been going on for a long, long
time and have been carried out by ministers from
both sides.
With relation to cost cutting, when we came to
government we had the opportunity under the
federal-state government arrangements to accept on
behalf of all members a 5 per cent increase in salary.
Of course, Mr Speaker, you would remember, as
would many others, that we did not take up that
5 per cent increase in salary for the first 12 months
simply to demonstrate to the people of Victoria that
individual members of Parliament would also make
some sacrifices to ensure that there was fairness
across all the community.
The honourable member for Dandenong went on to
explain how he would fix things, but all that came
through was that he would go down the path of
great expenditure. He was going to provide more
money for this, more money for that and more
money for something else; it rang very much in tune
with what the Leader of the Opposition was talking
about just last week when making comments on the
budget. A week earlier the Leader of the Opposition
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suggested that if there was going to be proper
economic management we should have a budget
surplus, but a week later he said we should spend
another $15 million on ambulance services,
$40 million on extra teachers, $45 million extra on
health services, abolish the state deficit levy and
have tax cuts of $SOO million.
The Leader of the Opposition and the honourable
member for Dandenong had 10 years to come to
terms with financial management but could not
work it through. Indeed, when we came to
government they had left us with a 1992 budget that
showed revenue of $12 billion and expenditure of
$15 billion. Yet here they come back, two years after
leaving this place in an absolute mess following
10 years of their government, telling us about
financial management.
The audacity of members of the other side of the
house in telling us that we now need to fix things by
getting our snouts out of the trough and increasing
expenditure on this, that or something else, and even
considering for one minute that the Victorian
taxpayer would take notice of the alternative they
could offer and whether it has any credibility shows
that they are naive in the extreme.
There has not been any great joy in bringing the
financial situation of this state back into order. The
work done over the past two years has been too
hard to achieve to be allowed to be blown just like
that by the suggestions of the opposition. If we are
to have credibility in this state we must
acknowledge that the work done over the past two
years, as was acknowledged by the Governor in his
speech, has been difficult and has inflicted a fair bit
of pain and discomfort on the people of Victoria, but
it had to be done.
We have tried to do it as fairly as we pOSSibly can
across all sectors of the community. I will reflect on
some of those changes.
The industrial relations changes have had a very
positive outcome for workplace reforms in this state.
There have been changes in public sector
management. Certainly over the past couple of years
something like 36 000 people have gone out of
public sector employment, but none of them were
sacked; they were all offered basically a voluntary
departure package and the average exit cost for each
person was somewhere between $19 000 and $20 000.
We must look at the reforms to Workcare. We
inherited a $2 billion deficit in unfunded liability on
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Workcover. The minister responsible for Workcover
in another place, the Honourable Roger Hallam, has
been able to turn that around - an amazing feat. To
realise that one has only to reflect on the fact that
when we came to government the average cost of
premiums for employers was about 3 per cent of
wages but now it is back to 1.8 per cent - an
amazing turnaround. Not only are premiums for
employers lower, but the unfunded liability has now
been reduced to about $200 million.
Earlier an opposition member talked about whether
there had been any positive spending. I remind the
house that the previous state Labor government and
the federal government started the Wimmera-Mallee
pipeline stage 1. This government found $2.5 million
of new money to ensure that stage 2 goes ahead,
because the putting in place of a piped water system
will be of enormous benefit to the Wirnmera-Mallee
region.
However, that was not the case with the federal
government. Although it has come forward with
$2.5 million to match up and ensure that stage 2 goes
ahead, it did not find any new money; it Siphoned it
off from existing land care programs and into the
pipeline area. I am pleased that that project is going
on, but it would have been positive to find new
money for a project that is so important to the
conservation of water, the improvement of the
environment and the improvement of productivity.
Victoria has been fortunate that the government's
positive submission to the federal government
attracted money from it to match state resources for
two regional economic development programs: one
for the Sunraysia region and the other for the
Goulbum Valley region - both irrigation districts
vitally important to horticulture, dairy production,
meat production and various facets of agriculture.
When looking at the Governor's speech, I was
gratified as Minister for Agriculture to see that new
funds have been allocated to the Department of
Agriculture based on $6000 a year for recurrent
expenditure and $4 million for capital works over a
three-year program.
I shall reflect on what was said by a couple of
opposition members about this new allocation. An
article in the Geelong Advertiser of 7 September 1994
says:
The state opposition spokeswoman for agriculture,
Ms Carole Marple, said the Kennett government's new
agriculture and food initiative is a pitiful attempt to
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compensate country Victorians for its slash-and-bum
policies that have devastated rural communities.

Stock and Land of 8 September, which says under the
heading 'Kick-start for agriculture':

Ms Marple said the initiative would do nothing to
boost regional development or create jobs for country
Victorians.

The Victorian government's promise of an extra
$22 million investment in country Victoria over the
next three years is welcome ... and overdue.

Comments by Mr Geoff Ferns, a Labor candidate for
Bendigo who was employed some time ago by the
Department of Agriculture, sound very much like
sour grapes or indicate that he has a chip on his
shoulder. I warn the people of Bendigo to consider
whom they are voting for at the next state election if
the Labor candidate has this sort of attitude toward
agriculture.
An honourable member interjected.
Mr W. D. McGRATH - You're right; in those
times he worked for the former Department of
Agriculture and Rural Affairs (OARA). The
Department of Agriculture is still located there and
it is in a much better pOSition now than it ever was.
An article in the Bendigo Advertiser of 10 September
says that Mr Ferns:
... accused agriculture minister Bill McGrath of
misleading farmers by citing a $22 million research
boost when the funding was actually to be spread over
three years.

It was well and truly spelled out - it was always
over three years. Mr Ferns said:
It is six or seven million this year ... This is but a

fraction of the money the state deficit levy has
wrenched out of rural communities and from
industries that by Mr McGrath's own claims generate
40 per cent of our export earnings ...

Mr Ferns does not acknowledge that the only reason
for the state deficit levy was the financial disaster we
inherited when we came to government, nor does he
acknowledge that we have been able to abolish the
stamp duty that previously applied to the transfer of
the family farm between generations. The amount of
stamp duty could have been $15 000 to $25 000,
depending on the size of the farm. It is easy for
people to slag some of the things done in the first
two years of the Kennett coalition government, but I
am here to reinforce some of the positive things that
have been done.
A different attitude from those two people I have
spoken about is expressed in the editorial of the

During the 19805, government expenditure on
agriculture was slashed, in real terms, by 30 per cent.

Who was in government over the 1980s? A
government that had no concern for the agricultural
sector whatsoever; the editorial of the Stock and Land
said there had been a 30 per cent cut in real terms.
I will come back to country schools and hospitals in
a moment. The editorial takes a fair dig at some of
the people who made the derogatory comments that
I mentioned before, and says:
Instead of asking why it has taken so long for such
recognition of the importance of a strong future for
Victorian agriculture, we should instead congratulate
the government on its seven-point priority plan.
Those seven initiatives for the first time give clarity of
focus to what is important from the
administration: - Wool 2000 -designed to boost
productivity in wool productions and processing .. .
Premium meat to Asia ... High Value Horticulture .. .
World Competitive Dairying ... Grain Products for
Growing Markets ... Food from Victoria .. , Clean
Agriculture, Clean Food.

Those comments reflect a positive editorial in the
Stock and Land. It recognises the work that has been
done by this government and the Department of
Agriculture towards improving agricultural
productivity in the state of Victoria.
It is important to reflect on all agricultural sectors.
For instance, in horticulture there has been
something like a 40 per cent increase in wine
production. By the year 2000 wine exports are
expected to increase from $40 million a year to
$200 million a year and the domestic wine market
share is expected to increase from 18 per cent to
30 per cent.

Quality management is also improving. Production
costs have been reduced through intergraded pest
management systems in all of our horticulture
industries. By putting in place an intergraded pest
management system we can annually save about
$1.3 million in the potato industry and $4.5 million
in the Goulburn Valley's pome and stone fruit
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industry. The implementation of such a system
means less reliance on chemicals to control pests,
which once again reinforces the government's efforts
to pursue dean agriculture and dean food for the
state.
In the dairy industry we are looking at increasing
pasture utilisation by 10 per cent over the next five
years, which will bring about a net benefit of some
$26 million. We have been fortunate in being able to
attract alongside the Food Research Institute at
Werribee the dairy research arm of the CSIRO, and
the new Australian Food Industry Science Centre
that was announced in the budget will be located
alongside the food research precinct at Werribee.
When the honourable member for Dandenong
talked about the lack of expenditure in Labor
electorates he seemed to gloss over the fact that the
electorate of Werribee is not held by anybody on the
side of government and there is quite - An honourable member interjected.

Mr W. D. McGRATH - No, he was talking
specifically electorate by electorate. Werribee is a
classic example of a Labor electorate where a lot of
money is being spent. It is being spent there because
it is appropriate to spend it there.
Mrs Wilson interjected.
MrW. D. McGRATH -1hat'sright, exactly. I
am glad the honourable member for Dandenong
North has some commonsense about all of this
because it is appropriate and it is sensible to spend it
there.
Mrs Wilson interjected.
Mr W. D. McGRATH - Thank you for the
compliment. It is important to note the investment in
the food processing industry around the state of
Victoria. Many new infrastructures have been put in
place in country Victoria, particularly by the private
sector, and regardless of whether you are in
Warmambool, the Western District, Gippsland or
the Goulbum Valley, the dairy industry has been a
shining light for agriculture and the food processing
sector over the past two years.
In fact, the dairy manufacturing and processing
sector has invested more than $200 million in the
past couple of years and is developing new dairy
products for export and domestic markets on a
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continual basis. Dairy farmers have introduced new
technology, particularly with rotary dairies.
I refer to a table relating to the Goulbum Valley that
shows an overview of the investments made by food
processing companies in expanding their capacities
in the areas of Echuca, Rochester, Tongala, Girgarre,
Stanhope, Kyabram, Tatura, Mooroopna, Lemnos,
Shepparton, Strathmerton, Cobram - Mr Finn interjected.
MrW. D. McGRATH -No, not in the food
sector. The new investment totals $317 million. In
turn that investment provides jobs for 5665 people
and not only looks after the domestic food market
but also provides export income of $730 million. All
of that investment has been made in the horticulture,
dairy and meat industries of an area of land which is
only small when you look at it from the national
land mass point of view, but which is highly
productive and is serviced by a good irrigation
system.
We should bear in mind the fact that we have to be
continually vigilant about water utilisation if we are
to get the very best out of the agricultural and
irrigation sectors. That is why the Department of
Agriculture has established an irrigation region that
is based all the way along the Goulbum Valley
through Swan Hill to the Sunraysia. The department
is able to focus on the main irrigation regions of
Victoria that are so important to food production in
this state.
The money that the government has invested in the
Department of Agriculture - it is making a
conscious investment in the agricultural sector of
this state - will provide a real return for the state of
Victoria.
Honourable Members - Hear, hear!
Mr W. D. McGRATH - I shall now move on to a
couple of other positive things that have been
achieved by this government.
We have heard a lot about education and schools.
The Minister for Education, Don Hayward, has done
a magnificent job over the past couple of years. If
there is ever a difficulty in education, Don's door is
always open for us so we can work through those
difficulties. One of the issues of concern has been
school staffing, particularly in small country schools
around the state. The government has been able to
improve the staff-student ratio in country high
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schools of fewer than 300 students and been able to
provide students in those schools with the width of
curriculum and similar opportunities that students
in secondary schools with larger enrolments enjoy.
I also refer to maintenance of schools in this state.
When we came to government the Minister for
Education made an assessment and found that a
maintenance program to the value of $600 million
need to be undertaken - a legacy of the Labor
government. Schools were controlled by the teacher
unions at that time. All the former government did
was to put more people into employment in schools
at the taxpayers' expense. The former government's
intention was not to improve education standards,
but to make sure that the union was in there
controlling the school system. It had taken the
control away from principals and given it to the
union.
The Minister for Education has given back control of
the schools to the principals. He has also gone down
a path of putting our schools back into some sort of
shipshape and has provided an environment in
which students can be proud. Instilling that sense of
pride enables students to undertake their learning in
a much more responsive manner and attitude. The
government is proud of the work it has done over its
two-year period in office. It will continue to provide
good government for the next couple of years of this
Parliament for the people of Victoria.
Sitting suspended 6.31 p.m. until 8.04 p.m.

Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER - Order! Honourable members
are interjecting and are out of their places. The
honourable member for Sunshine will have the same
protection as any other member.
Mr BAKER (Sunshine) - As always, I am
flattered by the attention. I certainly welcome your
support, Mr Speaker. As I am sure you and other
members of the house are aware, I have never really
been into dress-ups because I have seen too many of
them in my time.
The SPEAKER -Order! That is not a reflection
on the Chair, is it?
Mr BAKER -It certainly is not. This is the
reason in part that I did not attend the recent garden
party. I also make the passing observation that I
have never been much taken by watercress
sandwiches but, in the interests of - -
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The SPEAKER - Order! The joke has gone far
enough.
Mr BAKER - In the interests of making a more
serious contribution to the debate - and I intend to
do that - I want to put aside the atmosphere and
ambience of fur, mufti, fife, drums and pearls and
some of the worst taste curtain material ever seen
assembled under a canopy, not to mention the
watercress sandwiches, to pose a question and a bit
of a challenge to all members of the house equally.
I believe the proroguing of Parliament and the
commencement of a new session of the Parliament
are extremely Significant and should be treated as
such. I am reminded of an old professor I had many
years ago who used to say that if one wanted to get
to know people quickly and wanted to see where
their focus was at that time one should, within
budgetary reason and within a reasonable scale of
possible achievement, give them three wishes and
ask them what they would do under those
circumstances.
I believe the proroguing of Parliament and
commencement of the new session is a time for all of
us - whether it be in the monastic privacy of the
cells provided for us here or in silence within the
mind, as in the case of some of the denizens of
Redneck Hill; I am delighted to see that some of
them have come in for this minor contribution - not
just for the next two years but looking ahead to the
end of the millennium, to ask ourselves what three
things each would like to see done. What is it about
me? What is there in this representative's mind that I
would pursue if I had my druthers, if I had the
opportunity?
I propose to put that question to myself and to
answer it as seriously as I pOSSibly can. I intend to
set out my wishes in summary at the start and then
deal with the first of them in some significant detail.
My first wish would go something like this: that by
the end of this millennium Victoria and Victorians in
particular - the next quarter generation, the next
half generation and the next full generation beyond
them as they travel through the life cycle - have a
superior expectancy that they would be better fitted
than any other Australian citizens to meet the
characteristics and trends of our modem times and
modern circumstances and to live in the region in
which we now need to live.
My second wish - and honourable members have
heard me on this; I will not dwell on it but I believe
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the Treasurer and I are largely in concurrence on this
matter -is that we use the opportunity of the
historic crossroads or benchmark represented by the
upcoming constitutional debate and centenary of the
promulgation and giving effect to our constitution to
fix up Australia's appalling taxation system,
ensuring that both federal and state parliaments and
the third tier of government have some sense of
certainty that the taxes they raise will be directed
towards the responsibilities they are given.
We all know, and I believe we are all in general
agreement, that at the moment that is not the case.
The latest budget papers indicate that payroll tax is
our major form of tax, and it needs to be cleared up.
For reasons I have mentioned before, payroll tax is
an absolute anathema to me and to many members
on the opposite side of the house; not only is it a tax
on employment and its generation, it is a tax or
anchor on business incentive. Lo and behold the tax
that has moved into second spot is revenue from
gambling. What sort of system is that? If you were
designing a modem tax system, free from the
baggage and accidents of history, would you, or any
member of the house, seriously suggest that tax as
the answer? The answer is no, and it is a matter of
critical priority that that is adjusted.
The current taxation powers provide no opportunity
for civic liberalism or for money liberalism in the
true sense of the word, and that is to have taxes that
ensure that those who have the deepest pockets pay
the most. No options exist for that in our flat and
regreSSive tax system.
That leads me to my third wish, which simply and
broadly is that over the next six years we in this
Parliament develop some sense of need for, at the
very least, a Menzian style of civic liberalism - I
would go further - because that would ensure that
the increasing gap between those who are the
significant money earners and those who are not is
evened up by the even provision of government
services across a range of areas. Because time is short
I do not propose to dwell on that during my
contribution but I shall talk on that specifically when
I make my contribution to the forthcoming budget
debate.
I turn back to the first proposition, which is the most
critical one. As I said before, if you were looking to
see what a Victorian government, a Victorian
Parliament and a Victorian society should do to
ensure that the next quarter generation, the half
generation and the next full generation is
advantaged so that it can meet the requirements and
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opportunities of the new world that confronts us,
how would you analyse that? Would you say, 'We
can produce a strategic plan within budgetary
reason'? I make that rider and qualification. What
are the elements of the problem? How would you
solve that? Victoria is not resource rich in the
conventional sense. I note that Access Economics has
been saying exactly the same thing. These days we
do not have a wealth of mineral riches similar to the
more apparently advantaged states except for brown
coal in the Morwell region, but we do have some
characteristics that are especially pertinent to the
New Age, the new skills and the new resources.
My argument is that we are resource rich. In the
Governor's speech, which was prepared for him, the
need for a new direction and its accommodation was
not picked up. We have always been the centre of
intellectual life. Per capita Victorians read four
books to one in any other state in the country. Our
medical research and academic institutions are
regarded as the best in the land and they always
have been. We have always been a major centre for
art, culture and intellectual activities. Of course, the
main resource in the New Age, the critical variable
we need to have is intellectual capitaL This is no
time, in terms of even the most arcane and straight
economic prescriptions, to be shutting down on
education spending. This is the time to be tweaking
that natural advantage. You may argue about where
funds are allocated, but I argue - and some people
in the Labor Party may not be pleased with me that you should spend on double maths, double
science, double technique, double understanding of
artificial intelligence and double languages.

Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER - Order! The honourable
member for MOmington is interjecting to a degree
that is unacceptable. I remind the honourable
member for Bentleigh that I am an equal
opportunity Speaker and I will take action against
her. I will take action against the honourable
members for Tullamarine and Ballarat East. They are
grossly offending standing orders by interjecting out
of their places.
Mr BAKER - Thank you, Mr Speaker. With
apologies to Louie Armstrong: the brain stood still
on Redneck Hill!
The SPEAKER - Order! The honourable
member for Sunshine does not assist the Chair by
making such remarks. I ask the honourable member
to stick to his speech.
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Mr Cooper interjected.
Mr BAKER - I am not reading! Unlike you I
actually can speak without that help.
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'We laid the foundations for it'. If we do not do it
now, that quarter generation will be lost.
It is the wrong time to be applying arcane

counting-house prescriptions to education. Victoria
The SPEAKER - Order! The honourable
member for Sunshine will address the Chair.
Mr BAKER - If I had my druthers, I would try
to move it back as early in the life cycle to give the
next generation the advantage of the new world.
They should have double maths, double science,
double technique, double understanding of artificial
intelligence and, above all, double languages. We
are seriously remiss in these areas and have been for
a long time by comparison with other civilised
societies. You cannot impose it - that would be
authoritarian; it would be almost Stalinist. I would
not propose to the diSCiples of J. S. Mill over there
that they should be authoritarian; nor would we
want to engage in social engineering. What is an
education system if it is not by any definition social
engineering? Someone decides on the curriculum,
and the moment it is decided, that is social
engineering because they have an objective. At the
end of the process they want students to be turned
out in a certain way. Don't give us that bilge! It is
convenient noise. Those people will do two things
for us: they will provide a resource if it can be done
within budgetary reason and as early in the life cycle
as possible, especially with languages. Our major
trading partners, and I hope our new trading
partners, pay us the ultimate courtesy of learning
our language from the age of five years. Why is it
that in this country from the age of 12 years we all
stumble through, with pronounced Australian
accents, attempting to grapple with French, Latin or
whatever other language is foisted upon us, when
elsewhere, in less iconoclastic and more civilised
societies - in places such as Switzerland - they
learn three or four languages from the age of five
years?
It is fun, it is easy, it is just a matter of course. More
importantly, that is the world the next quarter
generation will have to live in. There are two
strategic languages that generation will have to be
able to speak - an Asian language and
mathematics. The professor I talked about earlier
had a sign on his door that said 'Mathematique
spoken here'! He really meant that mathematics is a
language. Those who speak mathematics and an
Asian language will inherit a better life in a new
world. Above all else it is our responsibility - not
just as parents but as parliamentarians - to give the
next quarter generation a better life, to be able to say,

has always spent more on education; it has always

been a bit snooty about the fact that it has been in
front intellectually. If you put all that aside - forget
about the tradition and the Victorian culture that has
developed - strategically and logically producing a
better life for those people is the way to go. Like a
good equation it can be broken down into its various
component parts, all of which can be analysed. One
of those component parts is to have all of us
wandering around Asia, turning up and saying,
'Hello,' we are here; hello, we are Asian' - after both
sides of politics have treated the people of Asia very
badly for 200 years. Those people are not going to
like that. Our children need to learn to speak Asian
languages and to travel in those areas.
Scholarships and exchange schemes could be
introduced, not only for top students but to enable
school transfers, as they do in the Northern
Territory, between Indonesia and Darwin. Primary
school classes from Darwin go to Bali for a term, and
primary school classes from Bali go to Darwin. I
have been among those in the Labor Party who have
made jokes about the redneck ministers in the
Northern Territory government, but three of them
now speak basic Malay. If children are taught an
Asian language they become interested in the
culture, and they form friendships in those
countries. That is where jOint ventures come in.
Victoria could become the best at it, because one of
its notable social characteristics is that it is the most
tolerant of all the Australian states. Victoria has
embraced its migrant population - there are
reflections of it in this house, and more's the goodmore readily than any other state.
The electorate of Sunshine is one of the most
multicultural electorates in Australia. Give or take a
few altercations here and there, the residents
basically co-exist happily. It gives one a great sense
of joy to visit primary schools in Sunshine. That is
the way to go: Victoria is the most tolerant of all
Australian societies. There are advantages; the
spin-offs keep on coming as you break the equation
down. The Significant part of the major investment
in Victoria and Australia in the first six months of
this year still came from the European Community,
despite the noise made about the importance of
getting into Asia - and I have been one of those
making the noise. We have not yet made that
transition successfully. A lot of investment comes
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from companies setting up here because they believe
we actually know about Asia. They feel comfortable
with us because of our shared European tradition;
they appreciate our skills; and they see us as a base
for getting into Asia.
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said the crisis is over. Of course we all know that is
not true! There is still a big lump of debt sitting there
that has to be dealt with - $10 billion of it provided
by Sir Henry Bolte, which never gets mentioned.

Honourable members interjecting.
I compliment the government - except for the fizz
and pop and feel-good nonsense such as the casino
and the grand prix and coloured taxis and all that
sort of garbage. That is all right for political
purposes, but the real stuff involves, for example,
the mM software company. That was a real big get,
and we need more of those. IBM is here for the
reason I just outlined. We should have an industry
strategy. I know the Uberal Party is averse to
industry strategies because it basically believes
market forces can solve those problems. To some
extent I am with the government - but not all the
way.
The education system must have a guiding purpose
because governments provide the education. There
has to be some encouragement to help the
small-time winners and the first triers - those who
are prepared to get off their backsides and come up
with ideas and develop new products - to go into
Asia on their own. It could just be a one-off here and
there, not a continuing subSidy but a marketing plan
or something to buy an extra bit of equipment.
You all know that was one of the advantages of the
Victorian Economic Development Corporation,
regardless of how it was managed. You all know
that many of the companies which are winning
awards for export marketing and which are at the
forefront of what I am talking about started with a
VEDC loan. How that is organised is a matter for
mutual fines sing and discussion. It is absolutely
critical that the government drags together those
various themes and elements to ensure that Victoria
enhances and builds upon that competitive
advantage - but there is no sign of that.
I have been listening to and reading some of the
presentations of honourable members opposite.
They are still on reel one! I am disappointed and
surprised that after two years we are still hearing the
stock speech about how things were all mucked up.
The minister at the table is a classic example: he will
be giving the same speech for another 20 years. We
need boredom money; we need an ennui loading for
having to put up with that - save for the grammar
and the language in which it is couched.
Nevertheless, it is a matter of great sorrow that I
have not heard one member opposite get up and
say, 'Listen, this is what I would do'. The Treasurer

Mr BAKER - As I have said before, the debt
servicing ratio is still a serious problem and will
continue to be so. However, we should move in the
direction I am proposing and push the taxes, such as
they are, to make them elastic enough to increase
revenue flows -without being stupid and going
further into debt - while at the same time putting
aside a Significant proportion of that surplus to
retire debt. We should be looking to giving the
things I have been talking about a bit of a tweak
along because future generations will damn us
unless we take a more far-Sighted view rather than
talking about counting house prescriptions to the
exclusion of all else.
A couple of things the government has done have
given me cause for hope. One was the mM initiative
at Wodonga, which was terrific, and the other was
the food export plan. The Minister for Agriculture
should give me some credit for being interested in
that area, but I give him credit for picking up
$22 million during a tough economic period.
However, if he is going to spend it on
pork-barrelling around the bush it will be wasted.
The satellite dish education program is a wonderful
development because it means the people in Ouyen
and those in the backblocks of Braybrook and
Albion, where it is difficult to get science and
mathematics teachers, can have the best laid on.
Richard Feynman, the famous mathematician, is a
hero of mine and I am sure you have all heard of
him. When that spacecraft crashed he explained the
physics of what happened on United States
television using a glass of water. A kid in Ouyen or
Albion or the backblocks of Braybrook could watch
that on the satellite dish, which is a wonderful thing.
Given the scarcity of good mathematics and science
teachers, I am pleased to say that the lectures of
Gabriella Keating at Sunshine are tremendous.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr J. F. McGrath) Order! The honourable member's time has expired.
Mr BILDSTIEN (Mildura) - I have great
pleasure in making a brief contribution to the
address-in-reply debate, and at the outset I place on
record my loyalty and that of my electorate to our
Sovereign and His Excellency.

GOVERNOR'S SPEECH
Tuesday, 13 September 1994

ASSEMBLY

Government members who represent rural
electorates are bemused by the sudden keen interest
the opposition has taken in country Victoria. During
the 10-year period the Labor Party was in
government country Victoria was sadly neglected.
Rural people paid a high price because of the
10-year administration of the Labor government, so
it is surprising that the opposition has acquired this
new-found interest in the affairs of country people
and regional centres.
The Leader of the Opposition has gained
considerable publicity travelling around country
Victoria, far more publicity than he generates in the
metropolitan media. I suppose that is partly the
reason he is travelling around Victoria, because he is
considered to be irrelevant by metropolitan political
commentators. Fortunately, country people see
through it. They have suffered enormously over the
past decade.
Mr Hamilton interjected.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER - Order! I cannot see
the honourable member for Morwell's name on the
list of speakers in this debate, but if he would like to
speak he should ask the Whip so he can have a turn.
Mr BILDSTIEN - The honourable member for
Morwell knows full well that he is the only person
on that side of the house who can be remotely
considered as being a representative of country
Victoria. Labor members who represented country
Victoria were decimated at the last election and that
is why we have 61 members on this side of the
house and they have 27. Country Victorians, like
their metropolitan cousins, recognise the enormous
damage inflicted on the state during the 100year
period the Labor Party was fortunate enough to be
in government.
The honourable member for Sunshine spoke at
length about the need to provide appropriate
funding for our education system. He would be well
aware that some three or four years ago when the
former member for Williamstown, the Honourable
Joan Kirner, was the Premier the Commonwealth
Grants Commission signalled to the then
government that it was spending well above the
national average on the education system apprOximately 15 per cent -yet the state's
education outcomes were no better than those of
comparable states such as New South Wales.
ApprOximately 83 per cent of the education budget
was spent on teacher salaries even though
enrolments at government schools were going
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down! Teacher numbers were rising, school
enrolments were diminishing and maintenance at
those schools was on hold.
When the coalition government came to office it
inherited a maintenance backlog for government
schools of apprOximately $600 million. Through
such programs as the Rural Redevelopment Fund
the Minister for Education was able to inject money
into rural schools only because efficient prudential
measures were put in place. ApprOximately
$5 million has been allocated to rural schools.
Amounts of $5000, $10 000 and up to $300 000 are
often allocated to country schools for maintenance
works - many small schools are receiving funding
for maintenance for the first time and they are now
able to repair toilets, staff rooms and libraries. The
morale of teachers and parents has lifted
significantly as a result of increased funding.
The honourable member for Sunshine referred to
state debt. Victoria's debt has been turned around,
which is a great achievement.
Ms Marple interjected.
Mr BILDSTIEN - The honourable member for
Altona says that it has not turned around. The
coalition government inherited a current account
deficit of $3000 million! By the end of this financial
year the government will have turned around the
current account so it will achieve a surplus
estimated at $392 million. By 1997-98 the current
account surplus is estimated to rise to $960 million,
without any change in policy.
As I move around country schools and talk to young
people about the policies the government is putting
in place they ask me what I believe is the greatest
achievement of the Kennett government during the
brief period it has been in office. I tell them it is the
turnaround in state debt.
You have to put it in layman's terms to the kids. You
say, 'If you get $5 a week pocket money, you can't
spend $50 a week'. That is what the Labor
government did. It spent more than it was receiving
in revenue. And it had to borrow to pay its debt and
the interest on the debt.
The chickens eventually came home to roost with
the resounding defeat of the Labor Party in 1992. It
was a triumph for the Liberal-National coalition,
which was elected with a carefully developed
program to attempt to address the situation it
inherited from the former Labor government.
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The editorials had much to say after the Treasurer
brought down his budget in this place last week.
The honourable member for Altona has been
scathing in her comments on the fine initiatives the
government has been able to implement in
agriculture. In the next three years the government
will spend about $18.3 million, induding about
$6 million a year on new programs.
Ms Marple interjected.
Mr BILDSTIEN - The government has
implemented the biggest capital works program the
Department of Agriculture has had since before
1982. It is worth about $28 million.
Ms Marple interjected.
Mr BILDSTIEN - The honourable member for
Altona should go back through the budgets of her
predecessors' governments. She should look at what
happened to the funding for agriculture under the
administrations of her political persuaSion. In
10 years funding for the Department of Agriculture
decreased in real terms by about 30 per cent while
funding for every other department increased by
about 40 per cent. It is absolute nonsense for the
honourable member for Altona to suggest anything
other than the fact that her government Significantly
decreased funding, thereby ignoring the wants and
aspirations of country people. The honourable
member says that measure will do nothing to create
jobs for country Victorians, and that is a sad
reflection on the honourable member.
Ms Marple interjected.
Mr BILDSTIEN - The Victorian Chamber of
Manufactures, the United Dairyfarmers of Victoria
and the Municipal Association of Victoria are
thrilled to bits to have such an injection of funds into
agriculture, yet the whingers and the knockers on
the other side will not give credit where credit is
due. The opposition continues to knock. The
honourable member may be interested that now
there are knock-knock jokes about the Labor Party!

Ms Marple - You ought to hear what they say
about the Nats!
Mr BILDSTIEN - They say the Libs and Nats
have achieved a great deal for their constituents in
two years.
Ms Marple interjected.
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Mr BILDSTIEN - I will come to that shortly. I
want to reflect on what our 'friends' in the Age had
to say in an editorial the day after the Treasurer
handed down the budget. It states:
No Victorian government in living memory has been so
resolute in its determination to bring the state's
finances into order. No post-war government has faced
so savage an economic recession that eroded its
revenue base and sapped public confidence. None has
been so squeezed by a federal government flaunting
fiscal virtue at the expense of grants to the states.
Entrusted with a decisive electoral mandate, equipped
with a parliamentary majority in both houses of
Parliament, led by a Premier firmly in command of a
cohesive coalition and encouraged by continuing
public support, the Kennett government set about its
appointed task with unswerving zeal.

It goes on to talk about the turnaround in the current
account deficit but concludes on an important
note - because the honourable member for Altona
has missed the point! The Age editorial further
states-Mr Micallef interjected.
Mr BILDSTIEN - I did not read this but it was
pointed out to me:
There is a temptation for some in the community, after
two years of pain, to say that since the budget is in
surplus the government is now in a position to increase
spending or cut taxes. But after years of deficits and
debt of more than $30 billion, surplus budgeting must
become the norm for some time.

Ms Marple interjected.
Mr BILDSTIEN - The honourable member
yawns. Her own leader spoke about how he wants
to go into surplus budgeting but he was rolled by
the left. Now he talks about rushing out to spend,
spend, spend! On metropolitan radio last week the
Leader of the Opposition said he would spend more
on ambulance services, get rid of the state deficit
levy and cut taxes. In 10 minutes he turned the
surplus into a deficit of about $400 million, taking us
back down the same path that Cain and Kirner took
us!
The Leader of the Opposition and the puppets in
rural Victoria - the would-be ALP candidates in
Bendigo and Mildura - are all saying, 'Kennett has
fixed it. Let's stuff it up again. Let's spend, spend,
spend!' Not on your nelly! That is not what will

GOVERNOR'S SPEECH
Tuesday, 13 September 1994

ASSEMBLY

245

happen. That is not what those who have an insight
into and a knowledge of economics are saying. I
conclude the quote from the Age editorial:

Ms Marple said the initiative would do nothing to
boost regional development or create jobs for country
Victoria.

In any case, if the economic recovery falters, interest
rates rise or inflation takes off, the reassuring budget

'Many of the programs outlined by the government in
this initiative are simply building on the strategy set in
place by the previous Labor government and are
already well entrenched', she said.

forecasts will have been too rosy. This is a time to
celebrate Victoria's great success, but not by repeating
its mistakes.

I will say that again:
This is a time to celebrate Victoria's great success, but

not by repeating its mistakes.

That is exactly what those on the other side of the
house would do. They have not learned the lessons
of the past 10 years. They would take us back to the
horrendous financial and budgetary situation that
the government inherited not two years ago.
Mr Seitz interjected.
Mr BILDSTIEN - You ought to blush!
The DEPUTY SPEAKER - Order! The
honourable member should ignore interjections
because they are disorderly.
Mr BILDSTIEN - When addressing the annual
conference of the Victorian Farmers Federation,
which I know the honourable member for Altona
attended, the Premier committed the government at
the first opportunity - when a turnaround in our
financial situation occurred - to plough money
back into agriculture in recognition of the
contribution it makes to the state's economy and the
strong interest he has taken in the portfolio. The
Premier heads Food Victoria, and is particularly
interested in food processing. He then said that the
government would increase funds. The government
has allocated $18.3 million over three years for
programs to which I will refer shortly, and another
$4 million for capital works.
The shadow minister talked about a pitiful attempt
to compensate country Victorians for the slash and
bum. She is reported to have said:
The state opposition spokeswoman for agriculture, Ms
Carol Marple, said the Kennett government's new
agriculture and food initiative is a pitiful attempt to
compensate country Victorians for its slash-and-bum
policies that have devastated rural communities.

What a lot of hogwash and pie in the sky! The
programs have been developed in the past six
months by the Minister for Agriculture and his
agricultural committee in conjunction with the
industry. The former government had in place no
policies for agriculture. As I said earlier, the former
government slashed its spending by 30 per cent
when other departments were receiving substantial
increases in funding because the Labor Party has no
constituency in the country. I fail to understand why
it thinks it will develop one now: country Victorians
are not fools - they will see right through the
facade.
The honourable member for Altona said that
$22 million was a pitiful contribution to agriculture.
However, Ian Jones, the President of the United
Oairyfarmers of Victoria, was very impressed and
welcomed it with open arms. Bill Bodman, the
President of the Victorian Farmers Federation, also
welcomed it with open arms. Municipal coundls
and commodity groups belonging to the Victorian
Farmers Federation were very pleased because they
did not get a brass razoo when Labor was in
government. The funding sends a very strong signal
to country people that this government appreciates
the difficult times they have had to endure because
of expenditure restraint and revenue-raising
measures forced on them by our inheritance from
Labor and that as soon as we saw light at the end of
the tunnel we allocated substantial funds to
programs designed to improve efficiency and boost
productivity.
I was interested to read in the metropolitan press
only this morning the figures released by the
Electoral Commission showing the money taxpayers
have had to fork out to pay for by-elections caused
by members of the Labor Party who have chosen to
leave Parliament since the last election.
Mr Cooper - Rats leaving the sinking ship!
Mr BILDSTIEN - Indeed! The decision of a
former member for Doutta Galla Province, who is
now the honourable member for Broadmeadows, to
come to the lower house created two by-elections
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worth a total of $124 900. The by-election caused by
the decision of the previous member for
Williamstown to quit cost us $101390 and the
by-election caused by the decision of the previous
member for Coburg to leave before the expiration of
his elected term cost us $90 000. Had those Labor
members not seen fit to leave the chamber
prematurely, putting taxpayers to unnecessary and
unwarranted expense, the sum of about $316 000 is
even more money that could have been injected into
rural programs.
The program we have announced for agriculture is
structured around six areas: building our
competitiveness in agriculture, removing barriers to
that competitiveness, developing the food industry
and added value marketing, building skills in the
agricultural sector and also in food production, and
promoting sustainable and responsible farming
systems. We will be looking at wool production,
premium meat exports to Asia, high-value
horticulture, which is of particular relevance to my
electorate of Mildura, food from Victoria, a world
competitive dairying industry, the grains industry,
developing markets for the grains industry and
dean food from clean agriculture. Victoria has an
international reputation for providing clean
agricultural products at very competitive prices.
The areas on which we will spend money will have
clearly demonstrable benefits to the whole economy.
We have estimated that an investment of about
$18 million over the next three years could return
about $235 million. lbat money will not flow to the
fanning sector alone; it will benefit all Victorians.
Just a 5 per cent improvement in effidency in wool
production would be worth $15 million. In the
processing of our wool a comparable improvement
would be worth about $8 million. It is a similar story
for the meat industry: $90 million of extra wealth for
Victoria could be created by a 5 per cent
improvement in efficiency. In feedlot production
such an improvement would be worth about
$30 million.
Some weeks ago the ministers for agriculture and
natural resources and I flew to Queensland and
northern New South Wales to inspect feedlots and
we were so impressed with what we saw that we are
right behind moves to develop that industry in
Victoria. One feed lot takes as much as 30 per cent of
its cattle from Victoria to those areas up north and
puts them into the system for about 100 days before
slaughter. We would export jobs in dollars if we
were to develop the feedlot industry, and we will
get on with it. If we can supply quality beef to Asia,
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particularly Japan in winter, we could increase our
export earnings by about $20 million.
A bigger share of the export market for our wine
industry would give our economy a great fillip. The
wine industry has set its own targets: it wants to
boost the value of exports from $40 million to
$200 million by 2000. This government will do all it
can to assist the industry to achieve that goal.
This program highlights the fact that agriculture and
food form one of the most important sectors of the
Victorian economy. It provides about 40 per cent of
the state's exports and accounts for more than a
quarter of all manufacturing turnover, directly
employing 100 000 Victorians. The agriculture and
food sector is the largest export component of the
economy. It is worth $3.5 billion annually and is
integral to the packaging, transport and retail sectors
of the state. Country members from the Liberal and
National parties have been working very hard to
achieve this result and are pleased with the
Treasurer's response and the response of people in
rural communities, who have welcomed the
injection of funds.
I wish to touch briefly on the investment by business
and industry that is taking place throughout
regional Victoria. You, Mr Deputy Speaker, will
recall that under the former government factories
were clOSing, jobs were being lost and there was not
much confidence in the future. In just two years this
government has been able to return confidence to
the state. I was interested to read some recent figures
supplied by the Minister for Industry and
Employment. About 130 major investment projects
are now being coordinated by his department and
those projects alone represent an investment of
$4.5 billion. lbat is a big investment for the
department to have on its books. It is conservatively
estimated that those projects would create 11 000
new long-term jobs as well as another 3000
temporary construction jobs. That is tremendous
news for Victoria, and those projects are only the
ones the Department of Business and Employment
has on its books. The figures do not include those
into which it does not have input.
In Victoria as a whole projects worth about $17
billion are either under way or have good prospects
of proceeding at the moment. It is suggested that if
we could achieve just a 5 per cent increase in
Australian content in our major projects we could
create up to 25 000 new jobs. They are the sorts of
things that are happening under the Kennett can-do
government, the government that has Victoria on
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the move, the government that has opened Victoria
for business. As I move around my electorate and
talk to employers I find they are absolutely thrilled
with the results.
One of the shining lights that we can point to is the
turnaround in the old Workcare-new Workcover
scheme. When the government came to office the
minister responsible for Workcare inherited a debt
and liability in the order of $2000 million. In two
short years that has been turned around and
reduced to about $200 million.
Even with the surcharge the government has had to
impose to try to reduce that debt even further,
Significant savings have been introduced for
employers. This year one employer in my electorate
has had his Workcover premium reduced by
$40 000. 1bat is the sort of reduction we are talking
about. 'That is another full-time job for somebody, or
a couple of part-time jobs; the funds might be used
to expand his business or he might invest in
improvements to the business.
The past 12 months have been a challenging time for
members of the government as we implement our
reform program. Some difficulties have necessarily
been faced because obviously all the measures we
have had to put in place have not been universally
popular and in some cases are unpalatable to
particular people. However, it is very rewarding and
satisfying to see the results that have been achieved.
In two years time when the government goes to the
polls and asks Victorians once again to elect a
government to take them through to the turn of the
century, members of the government will be proud
to stand on our record of delivering good
government, honest government and reliable
government to Victorians, whether they live in the
dty or in country Victoria.
Mrs WILSON (Dandenong North) - I
commence my remarks tonight on the
address-in-reply to the speech of His Excellency the
Governor by paying tribute to the important role
being carried out by the Governor and
Mrs McGarvie as they travel around to many parts
of our state. All honourable members will agree that
the Governor and his wife are wonderful
ambassadors for Victoria. They have been untiring
and unstinting in the effort they have put into the
position. It is obvious from many newspaper reports
and television segments that they have been able to
travel far and wide throughout the state, meeting
thousands of people. In that context, the respect and
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admiration of the whole Parliament, and indeed of
the wider community, are due to the McGarvies.
When the Governor presented the government's
agenda to the Parliament last week, he said:
This ... is not a political agenda, but a meticulously
crafted plan for Victoria's future welfare, for the
welfare of all Victorians.

But it seems to me that the government is not
listening to too many sections of the community.
The government certainly is not listening to the
people who are most vulnerable: the elderly, the
unemployed, and the people in our community who
are helpless. There is very little evidence that at
present the needs of these people are being
considered or that their welfare is being considered
or is high on the government's agenda.
As I said, the people I am talking about are aged
pensioners, the unemployed, people who are sick,
the intellectually and physically handicapped, and,
of course, some one-parent families. They have been
the most gravely disadvantaged by many of the
polides of the government and in particular by the
government's absolute frenzy in attempting to
address Victoria's economic problems.
When the Kennett government was elected to office
almost two years ago the Premier pledged on a
number of occasions that he would govern for all
Victorians. That idea did not hang around for too
long. The government set the scene for all of its
future activities in the first couple of months in
office. Who on this side of the house can ever forget
those horrendous days? Honourable members will
recall that at that time members of the opposition
expressed concerns to the government about the
harsh finandal measures it was introdudng in
almost every aspect of government administration. I
can remember on many occasions during debates in
this house that members of the opposition pleaded
with the Treasurer to have some thought for people
on low incomes or people on commonwealth
benefits.
All members of this house realised that changes
were inevitable, but it was our view on this side of
the house that more thought and care had to be
given to the most vulnerable. We were talking about
a group of people who had no capacity to pay more
or to sacrifice more than they had already been
called on to do.
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Many elderly people in particular have suffered
from the policies of the government. Not only have
they been called on to spend larger amounts of their
meagre incomes on paying their gas, electricity, and
water bills, but they have also experienced a quite
dramatic drop in their living standards and in their
quality of life.
For instance, the elderly continue to experience long
waiting times for orthopaedic surgery, and
honourable members know that they are the group
who are often prematurely discharged from
hospitals. They are discharged quickly to
accommodate the case-mix funding formula of
which the Minister for Health is so proud.
Then, too, the elderly are the group who have
mobility problems. In the past week the cost of using
taxis in this state has increased dramatically. The
elderly are the major users of taxis during daytime
hours. Another burden has been placed on their
meagre incomes.
I turn now to consider a few of the other funding
cuts made by the government, which I believe have
had a devastating effect on other sections of the
community. Honourable members know that
massive sums of money were withdrawn from our
health and hospital system at the same time as
case-mix funding was being introduced by the
government. In many ways case-mix funding could
have been successful in Victoria had it not come on
the heels of such dramatic funding cuts. If it had
been more flexible and had recognised the
individuality of each patient it probably could have
been a good thing for the hospital and health system.
Human beings cannot all be put into the same
stereotype boxes. Individuals do not all fit into the
same boxes; some sick people have greater powers
of recovery than others. Everyone should not be
treated the same.
Another group of people in our community
disadvantaged as a result of the harsh funding cuts
of the government are the intellectually disabled. A
number of excellent voluntary committees
administer hostels and centres for intellectually
disabled people in Victoria. Many of those
committees have been on the verge of giving up in
despair because of funding cuts. The committees of
management of those centres are now not only
expected to raise enormous sums of money to keep
the centres going on a daily basis, but at the same
time are expected to juggle very complex budget
arrangements. They have not previously been asked
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to do those things, and many of them are finding it
extremely difficult.
I understand from inquiries I have made that a small
amount of money is provided for capital works
programs for centres that might want to provide
some type of accommodation for their clients, but
the amount allocated for the whole of the state for
this financial year is less than half a million dollars.
That presents particular problems for voluntary
groups that care for elderly intellectually disabled
persons, many of which are trying to provide
suitable accommodation. In my area the Wallara
centre is seeking to provide accommodation for a
group of elderly intellectually disabled people,
many of whom have lived in hostels for a great
number of years. Some members of the group, who
are in their 60s and 70s, are finding it extremely
difficult to live in the same environment as younger
intellectually disabled people. The two groups are
not compatible in any way and the younger people
are not sensitive to the needs of the older people
living in the hostel. However, the voluntary
committee has very little chance of doing anything
to provide alternative accommodation unless it
receives some government assistance.
I am aware that the centre in Dandenong is not the
only voluntary organisation confronted by this type
of problem. Indeed, although many groups right
across the state have similar needs there is no help
available to them from the Department of Planning
and Housing, and certainly no help is available from
the Department of Health and Community Services.
Because of funding cuts at centres like Wallara, the
regional offices of the Department of Health and
Community Services have been contracting out
some of the services. One of those services involves
the groups of older clients I referred to earlier who
are not able to participate in the independent living
skills or training workshops provided by the centre.
They are cared for between 9.00 a.m. and 4.00 p.m.
each day by a private service. The regional office
believes that is a more cost-effective way of caring
for people in that age group than paying a staff
member to care for them at the hostel.
However, as I said, these people are in their 60s and
70s. They are picked up each morning to be dragged
around one of a variety of shopping centres, art
galleries, leisure parks, libraries or like venues,
including the Melbourne Zoo. This happens summer
and winter. The staff at the hostel tell me that at the
end of each week the clients are absolutely
exhausted. That seems to be an inhuman way of
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trying to cope with the needs of groups of elderly
disadvantaged people.
I believe that level of activity is quite inappropriate.
All most of them want is a 'quiet life with the
occasional outing to some fonn of entertainment.
The arrangements in place are not at all suitable for
older intellectually disabled people, and the minister
needs to ask his department to review its whole
strategy of care for this group.
The Uniting Church in Dandenong North, through
the church's Share appeal, has been funding
independent living units for a number of
intellectually disabled younger people. Several years
ago the church decided to purchase three units in
the central area of Dandenong and was assisted at
tha t time by a grant from the federal government.
The previous Labor state government prOVided for
supervision of the project through the Wallara
centre, but unfortunately the supervision hours have
been more than halved as a result of a reduction in
funding by the current government.
The reduction in supervision has led to a marked
deterioration in the progress and lifestyle of the
clients. For instance, their living skills have declined;
the standard of hygiene of both the individuals and
their accommodation has declined; and what was
once a successful and first-class project and an
example of the cooperation that can exist between a
church group and Community Services Victoria has
declined to an unsatisfactory level.
I have always had a finn personal belief that one of
the most important roles of government is to care for
those in our society who are less fortunate. Since the
current government came to office the situation in
the intellectual disability area has deteriorated
considerably.
I turn to local government. Opposition members
have spoken at length during many debates about
the government's attitude to local government, and
it is particularly relevant now because of the current
restructure. During June of this year I had an
opportunity to spend some time in the United
Kingdom. While there I took the opportunity to visit
several councils in England and Scotland. I was
particularly interested to find that many of the larger
councils in the United Kingdom are in the process of
being broken up into smaller units. The government
in the VI< decided that very large councils were too
powerful, too difficult to control and too unwieldy.
From my reading since returning to Australia I find
that a similar situation exists in the United States of
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America. People in that country now realise that
large units can less easily administer their local
areas. It is interesting to discover that while Victoria
is hell-bent on turning local government upside
down and inside out, there has been a turnaround in
attitude in two countries that have been there, done
that and found that it was not successful.
A number of serious issues affecting local
government have not been adequately addressed in
the municipal restructure currently taking place in
Victoria. Honourable members on both sides of the
house would be aware that there has been a lot of
justifiable community outrage over the sacking of
democratically elected councillors and their
replacement by government-appointed
commissioners. The sacking of councillors is not
only totally undemocratic, it is also bad politics. As
the Leader of the Opposition so succinctly put it, it is
bad public policy.

Opposition Members - Hear, hear!
Mrs WILSON - Many honourable members in
this chamber and in another place served their local
communities as councillors prior to becoming
members of Parliament. I had the pleasure of being a
councillor of the City of Dandenong from 1977 to
1986. All honourable members would be aware of
the enonnous amount of community work
councillors perfonn. They attend literally hundreds
of functions each year, serve on a range of boards
and committees, witness hundreds of documents
and, above all, are decision makers in their local
communities. They consult on contentious issues,
which is something this government has
unfortunately not yet learnt to do.
If the government had been genuinely committed to

strengthening local government, as the minister so
often reminds us, it should have insisted on the
retention of councillors throughout the restructuring
period. That would have ensured the support of
various municipalities during the transition process.
It would have provided genuine local input into the
refonn of municipal districts. The refonns would
then have had the support of people who were
democratically elected and who enjoyed the
confidence and trust of their own communities,
which would have ensured that the changes being
introduced were long lasting.
Instead, the use of commissioners has ensured tha t
in many areas long-lasting bitterness and resentment
will be the hallmark of Victoria's municipal refonns.
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It is particularly sad that the skills and experience of
councillors are virtually being thrown on the scrap
heap. In many cases the trust of the community has
been lost because local communities do not trust
people appointed by state governments. As we
know, most of the commissioners do not reside in
the areas to which they have been appointed, and
they are replacing people of integrity who have
often given many years of service to their local areas.
That makes the community even more suspicious.

We are already seeing former councillors and
would-be hopefuls declaring their intention to
nominate when councils are reconstituted and
whenever elections are eventually held. It is
unfortunate in many ways that the platforms of
these candidates will grow out of community
opposition to some of the actions and decisions of
the appointed commissioners. It may well result in
an attempt to undo much of the work and many of
the decisions made by the commissioners. That is
what the Leader of the Opposition is referring to
when he talks about the fact that the government's
program of ignoring former councillors is a bad
public policy.
In some cases the commissioners appear unable to
live up to the important role the government has
delegated to them, and in fact I believe some of them
have asked to be relieved of their positions. Others, I
am told, have been persuaded to resign.

The appointment of commissioners is only one
aspect of municipal restructure which is of concern
to opposition members because accompanying
many of the restructuring orders is a host of other
smaller reforms which are being silently and
insidiously inflicted on local communities
throughout Victoria. Previously many of these
reforms would have been the subject of community
polls, but as we know these days the Victorian
community is no longer encouraged to have its say
on too many matters. Therefore, rating systems,
three-year terms and name changes to historic
communities are all being introduced on the advice
of the Minister for Local Government and the
cabinet before going to the Governor for his
approval.
Some people would argue that these measures are
welcome, but I believe reforms such as those to the
rating system need to be very carefully considered.
The government's about-face on three-year terms
has also been well noted throughout the state. This
measure was proposed by the previous Labor
government during its term of office but was
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defeated in the upper house by the coalition at that
time. Once again the rhetoric of the coalition when
in opposition certainly does not match its actions in
government.
The same principle or lack of principle is also at
stake as the government mandates the capital
improved value (CIV) rating system across Victoria.
That measure was also rejected by a
coalition-controlled Legislative Council during the
time of the previous government. In this instance the
present government has not only changed its mind
on the issue but has done so without recourse to the
Parliament. I doubt whether this matter will come
back to the Parliament during the term of the
Kennett government.
Many opposition members have supported the
introduction of the CIV rating, but changes to the
rating system, which will have an effect on the
community as a whole, will inevitably be a very
emotional and controversial issue. Some people will
be disadvantaged. by it and others will be
advantaged.. I believe it is an issue worthy of
community debate and consultation, however the
government has ensured that that will not occur. It
would be fair to say that the majority of
communities would be totally unaware that CIV
rating is part of the government's municipal reform
agenda.
In the short time left I will turn briefly to the
disastrous privatisation of the Victorian Totalizator
Agency Board (TAB).

Mr Richardson - Can you fire it up a bit?
Mrs WILSON - Perhaps if the honourable
member went back to sleep he may have some
exciting dreams! When one considers that the
privatisation of the TAB was the first venture into
privatisation and was to be the model for similar
ventures by the government one would have
thought that it would have tried to get it right.
However, we are confronted. with the float of a very
valuable asset that has gone wrong not because of
any intervention from the opposition, as the
Treasurer has said, but because the Treasurer and
his leader failed to give sufficient attention to the
whole process and were, in fact, out of their depth.
They did not know how to handle it and they did
not have the expertise to carry it through. From the
very beginning the opposition opposed the
privatisation of the TAB and continues to oppose it.
Despite the Treasurer's optimism, there is still a
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great deal of disquiet and misgiving among many of
the racing clubs about the privatisation of an
organisation they still believe belongs to them. They
are even more concerned C\ow that the details of the
salary package of the chief executive have been
revealed for public scrutiny. The Treasurer is
reported to have said last week that the details of
Ross Wilson's package were not the government's
concern and that Tabcorp was a private company,
but since that first pronouncement he has said that
he now believes the package was a mistake.
I visit many racing clubs throughout the state and I

must say that one matter they all want to talk about
is the package of the chief executive of Tabcorp and
they want to know what Mr Wilson has done to
deserve that salary and why the government
thought he was worth that amount of money. We
know from documents that the opposition has
obtained through freedom of information that it took
only three days for the government to obtain a
financial adviser for the TAB float. The successful
applicant was a company called Centaurus
Corporate Finance, and it was selected on Christmas
Eve after three days of trying to encourage various
companies to tender for the work.
Christmas Eve is always a good time to select
something of that magnitude because there is very
little opportunity for any real checking to be done at
that time of the year.
We find that Michael Tilley, the head of Centaurus
Corporate Finance, was a close friend of Peter
Scanlon who was the then chief executive of the
TAB. Through delving into freedom of information
documentation we find that Peter Scanlon was also a
friend of Ross Wilson, and that Michael Tilley was a
friend of Ross Wilson.

Honourable members.interjecting.
Mrs WILSON - We are talking about an
enormous salary package of more than $1 million a
year to someone who was a mate of a mate of a mate
of a mate, and the chain goes on and on. We are
talking about a salary package worth more than the
income of 7000 pensioners, more than the income of
a large number of surgeons who on many occasions
hold life and death in the balance and 10 times the
salary packages of the Prime Minister of this country
and the Premier of this state.
From the record of Mr Wilson's previous
employment that is available to the opposition one
has to ask: why is this man worth such an enormous
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salary package, especially at a time when the
government has been willing to withdraw essential
services from hard working, decent Victorians who
desperately need the protection of government and
need services to enhance their quality of life?
Mr RICHARDSON (Forest Hill) - On a point of
order, Mr Acting Speaker, I draw to your attention
the fact that the honourable member for Keilor has
been consistently ignoring the provisions of
standing order no. 46, which states:
No member shall read any newspaper, book, or letter
in his place wlless in addressing the Chair.

The honourable member for Keilor has been
transgressing the standing order for some minutes.
Although I note that he is now no longer reading
that particular newspaper as he is engrossed in the
point of order I am taking, I do ask you, Sir, to
admonish the honourable member, advise him of
the provisions of standing order no. 46 and ask him
to desist from that practice.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Cunningham) Order! I did not actually see the honourable member
for Keilor reading a newspaper as I was too
engrossed in the speech made by the honourable
member for Dandenong North. So on that basis,
there is no point of order.

Mr COOPER (Morning ton) - Mr Acting
Speaker, I trust that you will be as engrossed in what
I have to say as you were in what the honourable
member for Dandenong North had to say.
In joining this debate I congratulate His Excellency
the Governor on the speech he made to Parliament
last week. I assure His Excellency that the people of
MOrnington I represent are very keen not only in
joining me in offering congratulations to him on the
excellent job he is doing as Governor of this state but
also in extending to him an invitation at any time to
visit the electorate where he will be most welcome.
At some stage I hope he will be interested in taking
up that invitation.

I congratulate the government on the two years it
has had in government. I believe those two years
have been encapsulated by His Excellency's speech
where he has set out the achievements of the
government over the past two years since October
1992. He also set out for the people of Victoria a plan
of action that this government intends to pursue in
the time between now and October 1996 when the
next state election will be held.
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Today I have listened to a number of speeches on
the address-in-reply debate. I shall comment on the
speech of the honourable member for Dandenong,
which I thought was an appalling contribution.
Mr Reynolds - The honourable member for
Dandenong North?
Mr COOPER - No, I refer to the honourable
member for Dandenong - the tabletop specialist
from the opposition backbench who earlier made an
appalling contribution. It was up to his normal low
standard. I should have thought the honourable
member would have been too embarrassed to stand
up in this house and say anything considering his
personal track record. I should have thought that if
he did have the gall to address the house the very
least he could do would be to apologise for the
appalling behaviour that he was so publicly
chastised for last year when he was caught in a place
of ill repute in this city. Frankly, it is not the sort of
behaviour that any member should indulge in,
particularly behaviour of that gross sexist nature.

The honourable member for Dandenong should
save his personal attacks and have some regard for
his own appalling standards of behaviour before he
comes in here and berates other members of the
house and the community who are trying to do
something to rebuild the state from the disastrous 10
years of Labor government in Victoria.
The second speech I want to comment on today was
made by the honourable member for Sunshine. The
honourable member came into the house and made
a policy speech to his backbench or colleagues rather
than to the house and the people of Victoria. It was a
fairly typical Sunshine effort, if I could put it that
way, but it is a pity none of his colleagues came into
the house to listen to him. It is also sad for
government members to see a man who has some
obvious talent becoming a political joke in this state.
The saddest part about that is that the honourable
member is becoming a political joke in his own party
rather than anywhere else. We recognise the talent of
the honourable member for Sunshine but it is
apparent that the people on his own side of politics
do not.
The mumbo jumbo we heard from him tOnight is
perhaps the reason why his own side had so little
faith in him and have consigned him to the dustbin
of the backbench along with the former Deputy
Leader of the Opposition, the honourable member
for Niddrie. Their time may well come again. It
could certainly come again when members of the
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parliamentary Labor Party finally wake up to the
person they have as their leader. They will search
around for a replacement - the fourth opposition
leader since October 1992. It would appear that the
honourable member for Sunshine might be the last
desperate card they will throw out before the next
election in 1996.
I am disappointed that the honourable member for
Dandenong North has left the chamber because I
would like her to hear what I have to say, especially
on the privatisation of the Totalizator Agency Board.
The honourable member for Dandenong North
seems to believe you can replace facts with fear. She
seems to think everything is a huge plot and that
when you do not have any facts all you do is allege
plots, name names and drop things all over the place
in the hope that someone may pick it up.
Recently the honourable member tried to raise fear
and concern in the racing community by writing to
racing clubs and newspapers in electorates that have
racing clubs. As one of her targets she chose the
MOrnington electorate where the racing industry,
which includes the MOrnington Racing Club, is the
biggest employer in the electorate.
In a letter to the local papers she wrote saying there
was considerable apprehension, fear and concern in
the racing industry about the TAB float. She asked
the minister at the table to call an industry-wide
conference, at which clubs could get up and express
their apprehension, fear and concern about what
was going on with the float of the TAB.

I do not know to whom she has been talking to in
the racing industry, but let me tell you some of the
people she has not been talking to. She has not been
talking to peak industry groups in the racing,
trotting or greyhound industries, because they
strongly support what this government has done.
Apart from the letter she wrote, she certainly has not
been talking to the MOrnington Racing Club. That
club has not been telling her it is fearful and
apprehensive, because it is not! I have its letters on
file, and I speak regularly to both the chairman and
chief executive officer of the racing club. They have
made it crystal clear that they are in favour of what
has gone on with the float of the TAB. Why
shouldn't they be in favour of it? They were part of
it, they helped develop it and they now face the
prospect of seeing the racing industry in country
Victoria getting up off its knees, where it was driven
by the previous Labor government. They will be
20 per cent better off as a result of the privatisation
of the TAB. That increase in returns will enable them
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to lift stake money, so more horses will go into
training and more people will be employed in the
industry.
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unintelligent and sustained attack on the
privatisation of the TAB.
It is important that we now face up to the next two

That is what this shadow minister for racing, the
honourable member for Dandenong North, does not
seem to realise. Nor does her leader realise that in
attacking the privatisation of the TAB the Labor
Party is tinkering with the jobs of people in the
racing industry in areas such as Momington,
Ballarat, Pakenham, Cranbourne and Yarra Glen, all
of which are in country Victoria. Wherever horses
are trained around country Victoria jobs are created
and maintained. Despite that we have seen an
unintelligent and uninformed attack on the racing
industry: the opposition has been in the business of
grabbing hold of any old story and running with it
in the hope of getting a headline.
The honourable member for Dandenong North
certainly succeeded in getting a headline in the
Mornington papers, but it was not much of a success
because the headline exposed a story attacking her
for her ignorance of the subject. She was given very
good advice in the harness racing publication from
lan McEwan, the Chairman of the Harness Racing
Board, who, and I will paraphrase it, basically told
her to shut up and go away. Many honourable
members will remember him as the Chief Executive
Officer of the Moonee Valley Racing Club, a position
he held for many years. Mr McEwan is a leading
industry figure, highly respected and highly
knowledgeable. In his article he said that the
opposition was tinkering with the livelihoods of
people in the racing industry and that if it continued
its attacks it would cause a drop off in industry
employment, which would be a disaster for Victoria.
I simply cannot understand why the honourable
member for Dandenong North is running around
saying the things she is saying. She is not getting
anywhere. She is not getting any support from any
of the three racing codes, and she is running the risk
of damaging jobs and employment, particularly in
country Victoria. She should take Mr McEwan's
advice - if she is not prepared to take anybody
else's - and shut up and stop damaging this
industry. If she is going to comment on the racing
industry she has a responsibility to find out the facts
and not run around trying to start a scare campaign
or smear people from inside and outside the
industry. She should establish the facts and make
comments that will enhance the industry, not
damage or destroy it. That is what the Leader of the
Opposition and the honourable member for
Dandenong North have done with their

years to October 1996 with an understanding of
what this government had to do when it came to
power in October 1992. It faced an appalling
financial situation, a description that is generally
accepted by everybody in the community with the
exception of that shattered, morale-damaged group
over there - that driven group who represent the
Labor Party in this Parliament. Most of them were
part of the government that during its 10 years in
office drove the economy of Victoria down to a level
that could only be regarded as disgraceful.
In an article in the Herald Sun of 24 October 1992
Terry McCrann commented on the task facing the
Kennett government:
... the Kennett government faces a delicate balancing
task of getting on top of the $60 billion debt mountain
and $3 billion continuing budget deficit without
throwing the baby out with the bath water by cruelling
the state's recovery prospects.

He then went on to say:
...it's real cargo cult stuff to suggest Victorians can
wave a manana to the problem.

Honourable members will recall that at the time the
Australian Labor Party had started a campaign,
saying, 'Well, look, it is not really as bad as it
seemed'. That campaign was led by the then Leader
of the Opposition, Ms Kirner. In his article, Terry
McCrann went on to say:
Perhaps those like Mrs Kimer, who believe the Kennett
government can attack the problem by waving wands
or using mirrors - rather than taking some tough
decisions on taxes and spending - would care to
explain how they would wish away this extra cost.

The cost was the $3 billion hole which all Victorians
were staring down and which had been created by
the previous Labor government We all know what
happened after the decade of Labor in Victoria:
hospital waiting lists had risen by 245 per cent, new
dwelling approvals had dropped by 15 per cent,
new vehicle registrations had dropped by 15 per
cent, major crime had gone up by 61 per cent, job
vacancies were down by 32 per cent, the number of
unemployed persons had gone up by 146 per cent,
the number of unemployed women had increased
by 97 per cent and the number of unemployed youth
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had gone up by 14 per cent, the number of people on
unemployment benefits had gone up by 161 per
cent, and net migration had increased by 137 per
cent.
Since 1992 we have had a government that has been
addressing every one of those problems. Despite all
that, all we have heard from the other side of the
house is carping criticism and the attempted
rewriting of history, which the honourable member
for Mildura referred to earlier tOnight. That
rewriting of history is based on the argument that
the problems are not of the Labor Party's doing but
are the total responsibility of the coalition. The Labor
Party seems to believe that if it continues to repeat
that everything in the garden was lovely when it left
power, people will start to believe it. I suppose the
Goebbel'5 theory may well apply: if you continue to
repeat a lie often enough some people will begin to
believe there is some truth in it.
When Labor left office in October 1992 it left behind
a disaster and a disgrace. Every Victorian has had to
pay a very big price for its 10 years of ghastly
administration. There is still more work to be done,
even though we are well on the way to a recovery.
In the time left to me I shall address a few specific
issues. Although not all of them are connected, this
is the appropriate time to address them. One of the
more disgraceful performances in Victoria between
1982 and 1992 occurred in 1985 when, as the house
will recall, there was a tie in the Upper House
Nunawading Province by-election. After a Supreme
Court order that a re-election be held, a number of
things occurred, including a clear attempt by the
Australian Labor Party to try to manipulate the
results of the re-election through the issuing of
phoney how-te-vote cards.
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Mr Micallef interjected.
Mr COOPER - I am in the gutter where you are!

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Cunningham) Order! The honourable member for Momington will
address the Chair.
Mr Micallef interjected.
Mr COOPER - I have got gloves on so I don't
have to touch you! I am about to talk about a few
things you were involved in.

Appendix 5 of the report of the State Electoral Office
this year contains the publication of an
Administrative Appeals Tribunal decision in the
case of Australian Labor Party v. Electoral
Commissioner of 28 September 1992. Here was the
Australian Labor Party, Victorian diVision,
appealing against the decision made by the Electoral
Commissioner to refuse provisional approval of 15
format how-te-vote cards in substantially the same
form submitted on behalf of the applicant. The
Labor Party had submitted to the Electoral
Commissioner 15 format how-te-vote cards and the
Electoral Commissioner had refused permiSSion for
them to be distributed. The reasons for the decision
state:
The respondent -

that being the Electoral Commissionerwas of the view that none of the cards complied with
regulation 54 because none of the cards 'clearly identify
the name of the political party, person, organisation or
group on whose behaU the card is to be distributed'.

It goes on to say:

I do not want to address that issue specifically here
tOnight, but another issue is related to it. I would
have expected, as I think the people of Victoria
would have expected after the appalling
circumstances of the Nunawading re-election and
the fact that the police investigation was hampered
by officials of the Australian Labor Party (ALP) and
elected ALP members in this house, that the ALP in
Victoria might have learnt a lesson and said, 'We
will never do that again; we will never try to
manipulate the voters, deceive the voters, defraud
the voters again'. The bound volume of the results of
the 1992 election, which I received only a few weeks
ago from the State Electoral Office, came as a bit of a
shock tome.

The first issue for determination by the tribunal is
whether this authorisation statement and/or other
information on the card clearly identifies the name of
the political party, person, organisation or group on
whose behaU the card is to be distributed.
The second issue for determination by the tribunal is
whether the cards are 'likely to mislead or deceive an
elector in relation to the casting of the vote of the
elector' ... It is the conclusion of the tribtmal that it is not
clear whether the cards are distributed on behalf of the
Australian Labor Party or the relevant independent
candidate or candidates or supporters of such a
candidate in the electoral district to which each card
relates. A voter who receives such a card would have to
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study the card closely in order to ascertain that the card
was authorised by J. Beacham for the ALP. However,
the fact that a person or party authorised the card does
not mean that the card is to be distributed on behalf of
that person or party. Furthermore, it is the view of the
tribunal that regulation 54 requires that the card
readily, easily and with clarity identify the person,
party or group on whose behalf the card is distributed.
Having considered each card in its entirety, the tribunal
is of the view that none of the cards meets with the
requirements ...

It then goes on to say:
Each card appears to be directed to independent voters,
that is a person who intends to vote for an independent
candidate. The tribunal makes the observation that the
cards do not specifically state whether the candidate
named is an independent candidate or a candidate for a
political party and, if so, which party. In fact the
candidate named is a candidate for the Australian
Labor Party.
It is the conclusion of the tribunal ... that a voter may
well conclude incorrectly that the candidate named was
an independent and that the card was encouraging
independent voters to vote for the named candidate ...

... it is the conclusion of the tribunal that the cards in
the proposed form are likely to mislead or improperly
interfere with an elector in or in relation to the casting
of his vote ... the cards are likely to mislead or
improperly interfere with the actual casting of a vote by
a voter who has decided to vote and intends to vote for
an independent candidate.

Here we have it. Just in the weeks or the days
before-Mr MICALLEF (Springvale) -On a point of
order, Mr Acting Speaker, it is the custom and
practice of this house for speeches not to be read. I
know quoting is in order, but it would seem to me
that this person is actually reading his speech and
has read several pages. If he continues in that vein
his speech might as well be incorporated.
Mr COOPER (Momington) - On the point of
order, Mr Acting Speaker, I am quoting from a
document produced by the State Electoral Office. I
said before I started that I would quote from that
document and I have just quoted from it. There is no
point of order sir, surely.
The ACTING SPEAKER -Order! I find that
there is no point of order.
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Mr COOPER - I understand the embarrassment
of the honourable member for Springvale and other
members over there. In fact I understand the
embarrassment of one member over there in
particular; the honourable member for Thomastown.
The fact is that ALP members did not learn their
lesson from 1985 when they were caught out so
badly with their hands in the ballot box, so to speak,
trying to manipulate an election which they were
desperate to win so they could gain control of the
upper house. They got caught out there; they did not
have the intelligence to learn their lesson. They think
that they can revisit it and just keep on going; that
they may lose a few but sooner or later they will get
one up and twitch an election in their favour by
getting up to all kinds of shonky methods, all kinds
of shady deals and all kinds of illegal activities.
Here again we have the situation that prior to the
1992 election in 15 seats the Labor Party was
determined to try to get out there and manipulate
the result. We have to say thank God for the State
Electoral Office and the State Electoral
Commissioner because he caught up with them and
refused them permission to circulate those 15 cards.
Were they prepared to accept that decision? No.
They had the hide to run off to the Administrative
Appeals Tribunal to try to get it to overturn the
decision of the Electoral Commissioner. That is the
kind of hide they have.
Mr Thomson interjected.
Mr COOPER - Don't you interject! You're the
rat that's getting out. You're about to abandon the
ship and go to Canberra! You should go now. Why
don't you go now? You're a dead loss here anyway.
Why don't you just leave?
Mr Thomson interjected.
Mr COOPER - Were you involved in this? Is
that why you are upset?

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr COOPER - Mr Speaker, it is quite clear from
the agitation of the honourable member for Pascoe
Vale that he must have been involved in this kind of
activity with these 15 how-to-vote cards.
Mr Speaker, I ask the honourable member for Pascoe
Vale to withdraw his remark.
The SPEAKER - Order! The honourable
member for Momington asked the honourable
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member for Pascoe Vale to withdraw some words
which he found offensive. I ask him to withdraw.
MrTHOMSON (pascoe Vale) -MrSpeaker, I
ask to what words the honourable member for
Mornington was referring.
An Honourable Member - You know full well!

Mr COOPER (Momington) - Mr Speaker, the
honourable member for Pascoe Vale called me a liar.
Mr Micallef interjected.
The SPEAKER - Order! I warn the honourable
member for Springvale that I will take action against
him if he continues. Will the honourable member for
Pascoe Vale please withdraw.
Mr THOMSON (pascoe Vale) - I withdraw.
Mr COOPER (Momington) - The agitation that
this incident has caused to some of the members on

the opposition benches clearly shows that not only
was the administrative wing of the ALP involved in
this shonky deal, but it would seem some of them
may well have been, too. It would be a good idea if
some of those members advised the house how
much they were involved in that attempt to
manipulate the results of 15 marginal seats in the
1992 election.
In the few minutes remaining I will comment on
some of the major pluses that have been achieved by
this government in the nearly two years it has been
in office. There has been a remarkable turnaround in
the fortunes of the state, and that is clearly
acknowledged by its people because the standing of
the government is as high today as it was when it
came into office in October 1992. People out thereparticularly members of the Labor Party - are
trying to peddle a lot of myths and folklore in regard
to health, public transport, local government,
education and roads issues. You name it, they are all
out there trying to say that nothing is happening.

I shall address the issues in my electorate. I spent
seven to eight years in opposition in this house
begging the Labor government of the day to finish
major road projects on the Momington Peninsula.
What happened? We were left with scars on the
landscape! Yet within weeks of this coalition
government coming into power the completion
phase of the Momington Peninsula freeway started.
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The SPEAKER - Order! The time appointed by
sessional orders for the interruption of the business
of the house has now arrived.
Sitting continued on motion of Mr GUDE
(Minister for Industry and Employment).
Mr COOPER (Momington) - Within weeks of
coming into power this government started the
completion of the Momington Peninsula freeway.
That involved not only a single laneway extension to
connect the southern end of the freeway with the
Moorooduc arterial road but also the eventual
duplication of it, which has only recently been
opened.
Duplication work has started on another appalling
road which used to be known as the
Dandenong-Hastings Road and which is now
known as Western Port Highway. The condition of
that road has contributed to many deaths and
countless injuries and it is only with this
government coming to office that work started to be
done. This is one instance where Significant
improvements are being made in my electorate.
In education under Labor, we heard continual
broken promises to build a second primary school in
Somerville by Joan Kimer when she was Minister for
Education. Those promises were repeated by
successive Labor ministers for education but funds
were never made available. The need was always
acknowledged, but the school was never built.
Within months of the Liberal government coming
into power construction of the school was started
under the able stewardship of Don Hayward, the
Minister for Education, and the school will be
opened at the start of the next school year. It will be
a brand new school. Somerville is a growth area and
it is now receiving what it should have had two or
three years ago when the Somerville community
received promises that were never delivered by the
Laborgovernment.

I now turn to health. There has been a continual
barrage of attacks on the Minister for Health. If one
looks at the facts in health rather than the folklore
and fables that have been peddled by the
disgruntled opposition - the would be's if they
could be's -one finds that the reality destroys all
their own argument.
For example, under case-mix funding, 61 000 more
people have been receiving treatment in the past
year. Waiting lists have been reduced. For urgent
surgery the decrease has been 99 per cent; the
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nwnber of people who have been waiting for more
than a month for urgent surgery has been reduced
from 924 under the Labor government to 13 people
under this government. TItat is the kind of
administration of a health system that the people of
the state have been crying out for. There were 5733
people waiting for semi-urgent surgery under the
Laborgovenunent, but under this govenunent that
nwnber has been reduced to 3095, a decrease of 44
per cent.
The effects of the Labor policy was to progressively
drive up the numbers on the waiting lists over its 10
years of govenunent - up to 30 000 people waiting
for surgery in Victoria. Over 23 months that nwnber
has now been reduced to 24 000, so it is wrong for
anyone to believe the lies and the innuendo that
have been peddled around in all of these key areas
by the Labor Party. As Labor members of Parliament
in the house know only too well, the reality is that
this state is on the go again. It is improving again,
and it is all due to the Kennett govenunent.
The SPEAKER - Order! The honourable
member's time has expired.
Debate adjourned on motion of Ms MARPLE
(Altona).
Debate adjourned until next day.
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whilst community-based, locally focused and
popularly supported alternatives can be properly
considered.
I ask the minister what is wrong with listening to the
people of Swan Hill? They are hard working,
sensitive people who only want their voice to be
heard here in Parliament. It is surprising, at least to
me as a Labor member of Parliament, that I have
had to raise this matter in Parliament because the
local member has not raised them. The honourable
member for Swan Hill does not support proposals
from his own electorate, and in response to that lack
of support he is losing support in his own
community. In fact there have been public calls for
him to resign over this issue. People say that he sold
out; they say that he has the perks of high office and
has forgotten them. In Swan Hill people have
become so disillusioned at what is taking place and
because they are not being heard that they are
considering running independent candidates at the
next election.
I advise the minister that the Swan Hill community
rejects his proposals to abolish the Swan Hill Water
Board and hand over its administration and funds of
some $3.5 million to a Mildura-based Sunraysia
Water Board. These are anti-Swan Hill proposals
and they were rejected at a well-attended public
meeting held only last night. I call on the minister to
place a moratoriwn on his plans to abolish the Swan
Hill Water Board and the water boards of
surrounding districts.

Remaining business
Postponed on motion of Mr GUDE (Minister for
Industry and Employment).

ADJOURNMENT
Mr GUDE (Minister for Industry and
Employment) - I move:
That the house do now adjourn.

Swan Hill Water Board
Mr BATCHELOR (Thomastown) - I raise for the
attention of the Minister for Natural Resourcesand in his absence I ask the minister at the table to
direct it to his attention - the restructuring of rural
water boards, in particular his desire to destroy the
Swan Hill Water Board.
I specifically ask the minister to implement a
moratorium so that all decisions can be put on hold

Time is needed to consider the proposals that are
being put forward. The people want a
Murray-MaIlee regional water board to be declared,
and they want the minister to know that they
absolutely reject his proposals for the privatisation
of the water boards.

Government Insurance Office
Mr McLELLAN (Franks ton East) - I ask the
Minister for Industry and Employment to direct to
the attention of the Minister for Roads and Ports in
another place a practice involving the Government
Insurance Office (GIO). In September this year on
the Tullamarine Freeway there was a motor vehicle
accident. The gentleman concerned had a mobile
phone in his car and rang through to his home. His
mother answered the phone and he asked for some
information about his insurance company. He rang
the insurance company and was told by a person
working at the Govenunent Insurance Office that he
should exchange names and addresses, leave the
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scene, drive his car 2 kilometres from the scene of
the accident, ring back with his location and then the
company would send a tow truck to pick him up.
If this is a common practice, some serious questions
are raised concerning what the GIO is doing for
motoring. The practice of a company instructing
people to drive a motor car away from an accident
scene is highly dubious, as vehicles would be
damaged. What would happen in the event of the
vehicle being involved in a subsequent accident
worries me, particularly if somebody were injured.
Who would be liable for the insurance company
having instructed a person to drive away from the
scene? Who would accept liability if somebody were
injured in those circumstances? The company would
be instructing people to drive from the accident
scene vehicles that were potentially dangerous and
certainly unroadworthy.
The only motivation I can think of for this practice is
purely monetary. The company certainly would be
acting against the spirit of the law, if not breaking
the law, in carrying out this action. It would be
cheating the next allocated tow truck for that area of
its tow and directing the vehicle to its own
workshop. The only saving I can see is that the
company would be aVOiding a second tow and
storage. I ask the minister to investigate this matter
and, if this is happening, to put a stop to it
straightaway.
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government's action of taking over those properties
is a direct contradiction of its policy.
The Department of Health and Community Services
said in letters to the association that it intended to
transfer the services back to the non-government
sector in the 1993-94 financial year, but, of course,
that has not happened. Despite several extensions
and a lot of consultation it now appears that the
contracting-out process will not proceed. Mrs Tops
says that the contracting-out process remains in
limbo and the minister has announced that it will
not proceed.
The people who run the association - community
members such as parents with children in the
residential units - managed them sensitively and
had local knowledge, but those families have been
left in limbo.
Mr McARTHUR (Monbulk) - On a point of
order, Mr Speaker, I understand that the outcome of
this particular decision is dependent upon a case
being decided by the High Court at the moment. The
honourable member for Bundoora should be aware
of that.
The SPEAKER - Order! I do not believe there is
a point of order.
Ms GARBUTT (Bundoora) - The questions
raised are whether the contracting out - -

Residential services for disabled
Ms GARBUTT (Bundoora) - I raise a matter
with the Minister for Community Services. I am
disappointed that he is not in the house. I hope he is
listening and will come into the chamber and
answer my question because it involves a serious
matter: the contracting out of accommodation
services for people with intellectual disabilities.
I have a letter from the President of the Latrobe
Valley Residential Services Association, Mrs Jean
L. Tops. She asks me to direct to the attention of the
minister the distressing situation of the community
residential units which were run by her association
and which were taken over by the government in
December 1992. They have been run directly by the
Department of Health and Community Services
since 2 December 1992. She points out that the
government policy statement entitled 'To care and
protect' proposed contracting out the management
of the community residential programs to 'empower
individuals and their families and provide them
with greater control over their lives'. Yet the

Mr GUDE (Minister for Industry and
Employment) - On a further point of order,
Mr Speaker, if the matter is before the courts, as the
honourable member for Monbulk has suggested,
clearly it is sub judice. The point of order he raised
has considerable relevance. I ask the honourable
member for Bundoora whether this matter is
currently before the courts.
Ms GARBUTT (Bundoora) - On the point of
order, the minister's excuse for delaying the matter
is that it is before the courts, but I am not raising the
industrial disputation issue that is before the court. I
asked what is going to happen after that. Will the
contracting-out process proceed and, if it does, when
will it occur?
The SPEAKER - Order! On the point of order
and the quotation of the sub judice rule, as the Chair
understands it - -

Honourable members interjecting.
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The SPEAKER - Order! I will not tolerate any
more interjections. I understand the sub judice rule. I
understand the honourable member for Bundoora is
making a particular point about a particular
location. Is this particular case the subject of any
legal action? Is it before the courts?
Ms GARBUTT - The truth is that it has nothing
to do with what is before the courts.

Honourable members interjecting.
Ms GARBUTT - The Latrobe Valley Residential
Services Association has no case in court - nothing
to do with it. I wonder what you have got to hide by
trying to disrupt the whole question.
The SPEAKER - Order! I rule that there is no
point of order. The honourable member's time has
expired.

Public transport: Tullamarine
Mr FINN (Tullamarine) - I raise with the
Minister for Public Transport the dearth of public
transport services in the electorate of Tullamarine.
This, of course, is a direct result of years of neglect
by the Labor Party when it was in government further evidence, if any were needed, of the
continued use and abuse by the Labor Party of the
residents of the northern and western suburbs of
Melbourne.
I am pleased to see that as a result of the new
university opening in Sunbury in February next
year, and because of the interest shown by this
current government, there is a strong possibility that
Sunbury will indeed have greater access to public
transport in the not-too-distant future. One would
hope also that that would include a
Sunbury-Broadmeadows bus route via the airport,
Bulla and the Airport West shopping centre.
I refer the Minister for Public Transport specifically
to the situation in Greenvale and the very poor bus
service that has existed there for some years. The
minister will recall that this bus service was cut back
by the previous Laber government in 1991 before
the election of the current government. I raised this
issue with the minister on 6 May last year and
25 May this year. There is clearly an urgent need for
a much better bus service in the Greenvale area.
Greenvale is an area that is not within walking
distance - certainly for any normal person - of any
railway station. As a result there is a feeling of
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isolation for many of the young families, and
particularly among the women who stay at home to
look after children, because the family may own
only one car. It is of great concern to me that once
their husbands - or wives for that matter -leave
home for the day to go to work those people are
stuck there with a very, very poor bus service
indeed.
The minister, I am sure, is aware of that need. He
has shown a great deal of concern for the transport
needs of the people of Greenvale and Tullamarine
during the term of this government. I ask him to
again consider the plight of the people of Greenvale
and give them the consideration the Labor Party
never gave them, and was never likely to give them.
I ask the minister to give Greenvale the bus service
that that delightful suburb deserves.

Corrections Corporation of Australia
Mr HAERMEYER (yan Yean) - I raise for the
attention of the Minister for Corrections a matter
concerning comments made by his spokesman and
reported in the Age last Saturday relating to
Corrections Corporation of Australia, which for the
second time in two months has lost its accreditation
for firearms. CCA is one of three foreign
consortiums seeking the contract for the private
prisons the government intends to build. It also has
a contract for prisoner transportation, court security
and security at St Augustine's.
When previously I raised this issue I pointed out
that the officers of this company were unable to
obtain accreditation for firearms licences. The report
in the Age on Saturday says:
A spokesman for the corrections minister,
Mr McNamara, said the gun licences were revoked
because of a technical hitch. He said regulations were
being modernised to allow private security officers to
carry out prison van security and (CCA) staff were
expected to have new licences within a fortnight.

This is the second time we have gone through this
matter, and it really raises many questions. If it is
indeed just a technical hitch, why is CCA being
asked to reimburse the government for the use of
Office of Corrections staff? Is it the company that has
blundered or is it the government that has
blundered? If it is the government that has
blundered, the company should not be reimbursing
the government. Is the government setting lower
standards for the private sector than for the public
sector?
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I ask the minister to infonn the house of the changes
he proposes to the regulations and the grounds on
which the officers of this company had their
firearms permits revoked. I also ask him to assure
the house that the standards of training, testing and
licensing of officers employed by CCA are not being
lowered to accommodate the private sector because
it is unable to meet the same standards as the public
sector.

Dookie Primary School
Mr KILGOUR (Shepparton) - I direct to the
attention of the Minister for Education the condition
of the Dookie Primary School, which is situated in
the township of Dookie, some 30 kilometres east of
Shepparton in the rolling hills at the foot of Mount
Major. On the other side of the mountain is the
famous Dookie Agricultural College, which many
prominent people have attended.
For more than 100 years the Dookie Primary School
has consisted of a main building, which is now sadly
in need of repair. Indeed, the school council
considered whether it should construct a structure to
support the chimney because of a concern that it
might topple over.
I was contacted by members of the school council
about this problem and within a few days I visited
the school, accompanied by the district liaison
officer from Shepparton and the district liaison
officer for the Benalla area. I take this opportunity of
congratulating the Minister for Education for
appointing district liaison officers because they are
of great assistance to members of Parliament when
examining these sorts of problems.

On visiting the school, in company with the school
principal, members of the school council and the
school community, we decided it would be stupid to
spend more money on the school building because it
needed to be replaced. As I said, the main building
is more than 100 years old and it has a leaning
chimney - the leaning chimney of Dookie!

I ask the minister to ensure that when capital
spending is being allocated to schools in the region
Dookie Primary School is high on the priority list,
because a new building is urgently needed. I have
spoken with members of the school community and
they will be very happy to receive the Mod-S
classrooms rather than bricks and mortar because
there is room to place them on the property. If those
classrooms can be arranged for the school the
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education of its 60-0dd students will be greatly
enhanced.

Goldy's Tuckerbag supermarkets
Mr ANDRIANOPOULOS (Mill Park) - I direct
to the attention of the Minister for Small Business
the alleged illegal trading by Goldy's Tuckerbag
supennarkets. Earlier today the minister was
beating his chest about how he is assisting small
business and how Small Business Victoria is
working non-stop doing the same. I shall
demonstrate that many small business people
believe the complete opposite is happening.
I refer to a case in my own electorate where eight
small businessmen petitioned the minister in April
1993 regarding alleged breaches in trading by
Goldy's Tuckerbag supennarkets in Lalor and
Thomastown. I wrote to the minister about this
problem in May 1993. In a letter dated July 1993 sent
to the ~ight small businessmen and me the minister
acknowledged that action would be taken. He stated
in part that stores employing 20 or more staff, either
full-time or part-time equivalent, and which were
selling red meat were not pennitted to open on
Sundays or public holidays. In his letter the minister
states:
I regard the issue of traders breaching the law and
enjoying an unfair advantage over their law abiding
competitors very seriously.

This matter has been pursued by the eight small
businesses in my electorate and me, and one year
and three months later in correspondence dated
11 August, 1994 the minister says that all
investigations have been concluded and the matters
are under direct consideration. One wonders how
serious the minister has been in the rhetoric about
small business he has espoused throughout the state
when he can have a situation on his doorstep for
more than a year without any action whatsoever
being taken.

I call on the minister to come into the house tonight
and explain why this is the case not only in
Thomastown - The SPEAKER - Order! The honourable
member's time has expired.

Feed wheat for drought-affected stock
Mr A. F. PLOWMAN (Benambra) - The matter I
direct to the attention of the Minister for Agriculture
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concerns the provision of feed wheat for feeding
drought-affected stock. At the moment fanners in
north-east Victoria have only two venues for the
supply of the wheat - namely, Elmore in central
Victoria and Narrandera in southern New South
Wales.
The silos are advertising the availability of the wheat
usually on a day-to-day basis. Last week the product
was available for $185 a tonne at the Narrandera
silo, with the freight cost to northern Victoria set at
about $120 a tonne. By comparison, the cost of
delivering feed barley to north-east Victoria is about
$220 a tonne.
As those who have been through droughts in the
past will understand, the Grain Elevators Board has
always maintained stocks of wheat for feeding of
stock. We are now facing a different situation with
the Australian Wheat Board actually being a
commercial entity and having vastly reduced stocks;
it does not have the responsibility for carrying a
reserve stock of wheat.
I ask the minister to review the stock of feed wheat
available in Victoria, particularly those stocks of shot
and sprung wheat which were available in vast
quantities in the harvest before last, to see whether it
is possible for some of those stocks to be made
available to those areas requiring grain for drought
feeding.
I also ask the minister to review the availability
points of feed wheat through the Grain Elevators
Board via the Australian Wheat Board so that
farmers facing the prospect of going into 1995
without spring rainfall can have the security of
having feed wheat available in an area that is not so
distant as to make the freight costs prohibitive.

Tabcorp: Pub tab
Mr HAMILTON (Morwell) - I raise a matter for
the attention of the Minister for Small Business.
Initially I tossed around in my mind which minister
I should raise this with because it concerns one of
the unintended consequences of the sale of the
Totalizator Agency Board. As every member of the
National Party and country members of the liberal
Party would know, one of the most important small
businesses in any town is the pub. This matter was
brought to my attention by a constituent who is
interested in buying a pub in a country town in my
part of the world. However, the sale has come into
question because of the actions Tabcorp is now
taking.
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There are two pubs in this town and each has
Pubtab. In its infinite wisdom, Tabcorp has decided
to consolidate both Pub tabs in one of the pubs. That
move will have dire consequences for the owners of
the pub that is up for sale. It has a weekly Pubtab
turnover of about $8000. The other pub does a bit
better; it has a weekly turnover of $12000 to $14 000
a week. Inevitably the customers will go to the pub
that has Pubtab. Because the business of a pub is
associated with people placing bets, having a few
drinks and talking with their mates it becomes an
important part of local life.
The current owners of the pub and the prospective
buyer are concerned that the move will devalue this
small business. It is a very urgent matter. Every
honourable member who represents a country
electorate will realise the dire consequences of
removing a profitable and important part of
attracting customers to a small business. The
Minister for Small Business should examine the
matter in consultation with the Treasurer, and also
the Minister for Industry and Employment because
it is also an employment issue. Pubs employ people
so they are very important to small towns. It is an
important issue for country Victoria and small
business. We do not want pubs closing down Simply
because income has been affected by something
outside their control.

St Albans Multiple Sclerosis Resource
Centre
Mr SEITZ (Keilor) - The matter I raise for the
Minister for Health follows a recent deputation I
received from the St Albans Multiple Sclerosis
Resource Centre. The Multiple Sclerosis Society of
Victoria has decided to dose the centre, and when it
infonned the residents of its decision it caused a lot
of fear and concern. The society said that in
conjunction with the North West Hospital and input
from the state government a new centre will be built
in Keilor to accommodate some of the residents. The
day residents and employees of the centre are
concerned about the issue which needs clarification.
It has been said that the centre will be sold to the
Greek community to be turned into an aged-care
facility, which is a completely different purpose.
I find it ironic that the Multiple Sclerosis Society is
selling the centre to another organisation when it
bought the land from the government for about $10
and is now selling it at an inflated price! It was
subsidised to build the centre and the local
community was deeply involved in fundraising. The
head office in Toorak has sent the funds--
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The SPEAKER - Order! The honourable
member's time has expired.

Responses
Mr COLEMAN (Minister for Natural
Resources) - The honourable member for
Thomastown raised the business plan for
restructuring the water industry as it affects the City
of Swan Hill. Last night a public meeting was called
in the town. It is interesting that the honourable
member for Thomastown should raise this issue
because it was reliably reported to me that some
160 people were at the meeting, many of whom had
not been seen in Swan Hill before. The honourable
member for Thomastown had probably been
involved in a rent-a-crowd arrangement to try to
boost the numbers! It was not tmusual that the
numbers were swelled by people from outside the
area, who, given that the honourable member for
Thomastown has raised the issue, obviously had
some sort of axe to grind.
An honourable member interjected.

Mr COLEMAN - We won't thank you, that's for
bloody sure!
The SPEAKER - Order! That was an
tmparliamentary expression. I ask the minister to
withdraw it.
Mr COLEMAN - The fact is - I hope it was
reported to you - that at the meeting tmdertakings
were given that the $3.5 million belonging to the
water board would be retained in the business plan
and applied in the Swan Hill area, if that was the
outcome those people wanted. The matter is still
very much in the consultation phase; and the public
meeting will obviously have an effect on that
consultation process. I can give you an assurance
that the local member, whom you chose to castigate
in the way you did, has been involved in the process
and has represented his community very well.
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Mr BROWN (Minister for Public Transport) - I
am surprised, firstly, that this issue was not raised
by members of the opposition, but I have since been
informed that in fact when they were in office for
that 100year dark period in Victoria's history they
downgraded public transport in the area that the
honourable member for Tullamarine now raises for
my attention.
It reminds me of when I was in Swan Hill three
weeks ago. 1 went up on the train, of course - an
excellent V/Line service. I was surprised to hear
about the lack of interest the current opposition, the
former Labor government, had in the Swan Hill
area. They likewise had not much interest in public
transport. It was heartwarming for me to spend the
full evening and the whole of the next day in the
Swan Hill region with the local member and find
that he has such strong support. It was very good to
get into a rural electorate where the local member is
clearly well supported across a range of issues,
including public transport - as, of course, are the
improvements there. We now see an excellent
service running tmder this government, for which
the local member got great thanks and continuing
support on the day I visited.
The issue the honourable member for Tullamarine
raises for my attention is what he terms the
inadequate bus services in the Greenvale area. He
has been raising this matter with me continually for
approximately 12 months now - as the house
knows, when the honourable member for
Tullamarine gets his teeth into an issue he doesn't let
go easily. To say he has been pursuing me
vigorously would be an understatement - a bit like
when he wanted the Nightrider buses for his area
and then a bit like when he wanted the Nightrider
bus service extended. He continues on with the good
fight as, of course, any local member would.
The problem with the existing service is that
Greenvale has grown considerably over recent years
and the existing route now services only
approximately half the area of that estate.

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr COLEMAN - We will deal with the four
resolutions when they are delivered by somebody
else! The long and the short of it is that there is a
business plan; we are working on it; and the
implementation process is proceeding. The local
member has been involved in the process and has
represented his community very well. In due course
we will provide a response to the community that
will be in its interests.

As a result of the continuing pressure 1 was
receiving from the honourable member for
Tullamarine I asked the Department of Transport to
carry out an analysis and investigation. The
department conducted surveys to ascertain
community public transport requirements in the
area in which the honourable member for
Tullamarine wanted services extended. It is clear
that we can extend public transport only where
there is a clear community need and where it is clear
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that the community will support the service, if and
when it is extended. It is vital that we achieve a
return on our investment.
Mr Gude interjected.
Mr BROWN - Absolutely! When the Labor
Party puts on a stunt, whether it be in Swan Hill or
anywhere else, it takes along a rent-a-crowd. This
government operates only on facts. As my colleague
the Minister for Education can well inform the
house, the government responds only on merit
The investigation I had conducted resulted in a
belief that the community would support an
extension of and utilise the bus service in the area.
We have also ensured that such an extension can be
achieved in a cost-effective manner.
I am delighted to inform my colleague the
honourable member for Tullamarine that I have
decided to respond positively to his request and will
extend the service to cover 100 per cent more of the
catchment area of Greenvale. The new extended
service will commence from Monday, 26 September,
which is just prior to the commencement of the
fourth school term. Not only will it be of benefit to
adults but clearly children going to and from school
will be able to use the expanded new service.
Another issue raised by the honourable member for
Tullamarine almost a year ago concerned the
extension of existing services on the same bus route
to the Greenvale campus of the North West
Hospital. The honourable member for Tullamarine
has impressed on me that many of the residents are
elderly, that it is not acceptable for them to walk half
a kilometre and that if we can improve the service
we should. I am pleased to inform him that we are
also prepared to respond to his representations in
that regard. Existing services to the Greenvale
campus will be extended further into the hospital
grounds to eliminate the existing 400 metre walk for
residents and employees alike. I am pleased to
announce that we are planning to do that as part of
the service extension I mentioned earlier. The
extended service, which will be cost effective, will be
a boon for the local residents, especially for students
and parents with young families who rely who
public transport.
In time other service extensions will be implemented
across Melbourne on a priority basis as significant
progress continues to be made by the government in
transforming public transport from a system to a
service. It takes time to clean up the terrible mess the
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former Labor government left behind. Today's
announcement is yet another feather in the cap of
the honourable member for Tullamarine and, as I
said, follows on his success in relation to the very
popular Nightrider bus services in his area. I
suppose I could wind up by saying that this is yet
another win for Finn!
Mr JOHN (Minister for Community Services) The honourable member for Bundoora raised an
issue on behalf of the Latrobe Valley Residential
Services Association. She questioned the
government's intention in contracting out disability
services in accommodation in that region. The
surprising thing is that on Thursday evening last the very last time the house sat - the same question
was raised by the honourable member for Morwell,
and I gave a lengthy answer to that question.
What I am really troubled by is the fact that the left
hand of the opposition clearly does not know what
the right hand is doing. I am perplexed because I
know the standing orders of the house do not permit
me to quote from Hansard of the same session,
however, I direct the honourable member for
Bundoora to the adjournment debate at pages 53
and 55 of the Daily Hansard of last Thursday.
Having read both the question and my answer on
contracting out services for that very same
Gippsland agency, I must say that the question
asked by the honourable member for Morwell was
far better. His manner was superior, his language
was more succinct and his knowledge of the issues
was far greater than that of the honourable member
for Bundoora, who was not even sure what was sub
judice and what was not.
I reiterate that the government remains committed
to contracting out disability services in the
accommodation area. The various projects
undertaken to support contracting out are
continuing, and we are determined to proceed. As I
said last Thursday night, we are still aWaiting the
outcome of the High Court case in which the
Victorian government is challenging the
Commonwealth government's industrial relations
legislation. When the result of that case is known we
will be in a pOSition to reassess the situation and, I
hope, proceed to contracting out services and
satisfying this important agency in Gippsland.
In the meantime, I have highlighted the relevant
passage in the Daily Hansard and I will provide it to
the honourable member for Bundoora to assist her in
the future. In addition, I suggest that she consult
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with the honourable member for Morwell who
clearly is well informed and has a greater
knowledge of the subject than she does.
Mr McNAMARA (Minister for Corrections) The honourable member for Yan Yean referred to
the operation of private contractors in the
Correctional Services Division of the Department of
Justice and the use of firearms by those officers. I
should point out that we had originally assumed this was the advice from the Department of
Justice - that contracted staff would be granted the
same exemptions under the Firearms Act tha t
applied to prison officers, but initially that
exemption did not apply.
Changes were made at that stage to provide for
individual licences for the officers, and it has now
been detennined that we will move towards the
licensing of the Correctional Corporation of
Australia (CCA). To that end the Premier has
already Signed off on a Premier's certificate and I
have signed off on a Governor in Council request.
Without pre-empting what the Governor might do, I
assume that will mean the issue will be resolved by
next week.
In the meantime we have provided armed security
officers to work with the CCA to ensure that the
public is protected, and the CCA will be invoiced for
that cost.
Mr W. D. McGRATH (Minister for
Agriculture) - The honourable member for
Benambra sought advice on feed wheat stocks that
might be available for farmers if Victoria's dry
weather continues. We have had discussions with
the Australian Wheat Board and the Australian
Barley Board about the availability of such stocks.
I can report to the honourable member that the
stocks held in storage by the Grain Elevators Board
are very low. Although the board still holds large
quantities of wheat, barley and other grains, most of
the stock is already committed to a number of
buyers around Australia. Due to the long drought in
Queensland and northern New South Wales large
tonnages of grain have gone to a number of feedlots
in those states. In addition, in recent times there
have been very good sales in the export arena.
Mr Hamilton - A record!
Mr W. D. McGRATH - It is just about a record.
Something like 500 000 tonnes of barley have gone to
China this year, which indicates that the quality of
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our barley is such that China is prepared to import it
for malting and feed grain purposes.
I understand that about 100 000 tonnes of the wheat
that is not committed is still in the system and, as the
honourable member said, it is basically being
rationed. out to individual purchasers on 27 tonne
consignments at various silos in north-east Victoria
and the Wimmera. I understand that about 50 000
tonnes of grains held on farms are not committed.
Only this week I heard a fascinating story about a
farmer in the Mallee who, when harvesting
weather-damaged wheat two years ago, felt it was
not worth while putting the grain into the system
and actually dug a hole on the farm, buried it and
held it there for the past couple of years. Recently he
removed 500 tonnes and is getting a price three
times higher than that he would have received two
years ago.
Mr Hamilton - A good move!
MrW. D. McGRATH -A very shrewd move,
indeed. It raises a question about the price of barley
last November; it was so cheap farmers were selling
at $65 to $70 a tonne at the farm gate. Perhaps
farmers should have been taking precautions in case
of the onset of a dry period and bought some at that
price. Now the very same barley is fetching about
$200 a tonne. The dairy industry is prepared to pay
$200 a tonne.
Mr Hamilton - They mightn't be happy about it!
MrW. D. McGRATH -Although the industry
may not be happy about it, it is prepared to pay that
amount to maintain its protein and milk production
levels to satisfy the requirements of the dairy
industry in this state.
If the dry weather continues, rains do not fall in the
next one to two weeks across Victoria's grain belt
and the hay supply dwindles, the summer season
will be difficult because there will be no pastures for
livestock. Farmers will have to make some
conscientious decisions about their livestock
numbers. In fairness to them the federal Minister for
Primary Industries and Energy, Senator Bob Collins,
has called a meeting of various state ministers for
agriculture on 23 September to put in place drought
strategies. If the dry conditions continue in Victoria I
will ensure at that meeting that Victoria's farming
community and the agricultural sector receive
assistance similar to that received in 1982.
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Mr GUDE (Minister for Industry and
Employment) - The honourable member for
Frankston East raised for the attention of the
Minister for Roads and Ports a matter concerning
the Government Insurance Office and the problems
that can follow motor vehicle accidents. The
honourable member raised this matter in his normal
caring and deliberate way, and I know he will be
able to take it up with the Minister for Roads and
Ports personally. I will certainly draw it to the
minister's attention, and I am sure the matter can be
resolved in an amicable and sensible way.
The honourable member for Shepparton raised for
the attention of the Minister for Education a matter
concerning Dookie Primary School. As usual, he
gave us a fairly graphic picture of what occurs
within his electorate. He was able to describe the
leaning chimney on this school and other features of
the surroundings. In fact it reminded me very much
of the responses the Honourable Lindsay Thompson
used to give in this place when he amazed members
with his detailed knowledge of particular schools.
The honourable member for Shepparton is very well
and favourably known to his constituents, and I can
only say that if anybody can have the school rebuilt,
it will be him. I will certainly draw the matter to the
attention of the Minister for Education, and I will be
pleased to support the honourable member in his
representa tions.
Mr Hamilton interjected.
Mr GUDE - Well, I probably could do that
better than you.
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he made on Thursday last week about community
services, which the Minister for Community Services
described in an earlier response as lucid, exact,
precise and right on the mark in understanding the
needs of that constituency - unlike the honourable
member for Bundoora when she raised the same
matter tOnight. It was out of character for the
honourable member to raise a matter about an
unnamed hotel in an unnamed town, purporting to
describe prospective deficiencies that may occur as a
consequence of a change in the ownership of the
TAB.

Mr Hamilton interjected.
The SPEAKER - Order! The honourable
member for Morwell will please keep quite.
Mr GUDE - The honourable member is a person
who feels great passion for his electorate, for which I
admire him. But on this occasion he has failed to
give us the information that would enable us to
assist him. I can only implore the honourable
member to give me the information later. I will be
only too pleased to take up the matter on his behalf
with the Minister for Small Business.
In his usual calm, caring way, the honourable
member for Keilor raised a matter concerning his
constituents and the multiple sclerosis centre in his
electorate. He referred to the funding of a particular
activity - if I understood him correctly in his
minute-and-a-half contribution - at the Northwest
Hospital. I take it the activity has been funded and
supported by the multiple sclerosis--

An honourable member interjected.
In a fairly convoluted and disjOinted way the
honourable member for Mill Park raised for the
attention of the Minister for Small Business a
diatribe about a petition in April 1993 about small
businesses and breaches of trading hours. I point out
to the honourable member that inspectorial services
are the responsibility of the Minister for Industry
Services. If he had forwarded the letter to the
appropriate minister, he might have had a better
chance of a kick-off. Given his lack of knowledge,
his lack of interest and his lack of genuine concern,
there is very little wonder why there are problems in
that area with that constituency. Notwithstanding
the ineptitude of the honourable member for Mill
Park, I will raise this matter with the Minister for
Small Business and see whether we can resolve it.

Mr GUDE - He is nodding his head so I trust I
have nearly got it right. Now he is shaking it. No
wonder we have a difficulty! The honourable
member normally raises these matters at the
eleventh hour, and he gets his name in the paper,
which is fine. I can only assume that he is in his
normal fashion a genuine soul, but this is a real issue
of concern for his constituency. It will be my sheer
pleasure and delight to take it up with the Minister
for Health who, in her normal caring and
considerate fashion, will give it due consideration
and act in the best interests of the community.
Motion agreed to.
House adjourned 11.01 p.m.

The honourable member for Morwell was in a very
unaccustomed mood. It was unlike the contribution
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PRIV ATE HEALTH INSURANCE
Or NAPTHINE (Portland) - I move:

The SPEAKER (Hon. J. E. Oelzoppo) took the chair
at 10.05 a.m. and read the prayer.

PETITION
The Clerk - I have received the following
petition for presentation to Parliament:

Takeaway food outlets
To the Honourable the Speaker and members of the
Legislative Assembly in Parliament assembled:
The humble petition of we, the undersigned citizens of
the state of Victoria, sheweth we are opposed to the
possibility of takeaway food outlets being allowed to
establish in residential areas with the resultant impact
on noise, lighting, waste disposal and traffic
disruptions.
Your petitioners therefore pray that the state Minister
for Planning not proceed with planning amendments
RL 155 and RL 160 which would reduce planning
restrictions on takeaway food outlets and thereby
threaten residential amenity and people's quality of life.
And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

By Mr Thomson (63 signatures)
Laid on table.

PAPERS
Laid on table by Clerk:
Chiropractors and Osteopaths Registration Board Report for the year 1993
Dental Technicians Act 1972Advanced Dental Technicians Qualifications
Board - Reports for the years 1991-92 and 1992-93
(two papers)
Dental Technicians Licensing CommitteeReports for the years 1991-92 and 1992-93 (two
papers)
Medical Board of Victoria - Report for the year 1992-93
Victorian Psychological Council - Report for the year
1993.

That this house recognises the effect of the decline in
levels of private health insurance on the public hospital
system in Victoria and calls on the federal minister for
health to take urgent and decisive action to arrest and
reverse this decline.

One of the great strengths of the Australian and
Victorian health systems over the past two to three
decades has been the unique balance between the
public and private health systems in this country.
Indeed Victoria's private health system leads those
of the other states. Approximately one-third of our
acute health beds are in the private sector and
two-thirds are in the public sector.
The balance between the public and private health
systems has been essential in providing fair and
equitable access to excellent high-quality health care
for all Australians at an affordable cost. It has been
essential to providing a system that has kept
Australia's health costs at around 8 per cent of gross
domestic product. Indeed the Age editorial of
4 August 1994-Honourable members interjecting.
Dr NAPTHINE - The opposition will be pleased
to note that I will quote not only the Age but also
former Labor Senator Richardson, who has some
interesting and incisive comments to make on this
topic. The Age editorial of 4 August this year states:
Australia has one of the western world's most
accessible, affordable and cost-effective health-care
systems, based on a mixture of public and private
insurance schemes and service delivery. Its viability
depends on a reasonable balance between the public
and private sectors. That balance has been upset by the
inability of the public hospital system to cope with the
demand for free treatment and the declining
affordability of the under-used private-hospital
industry.

In support of this motion I will show that there has
been a Significant and sustained fall in the level of
private health insurance in Victoria and Australia
over the past decade. I will show today that this fall
has had an effect on the public hospital system in
Victoria to the extent that much of the benefit from
the Significant reforms introduced by the Kennett
coalition government to increase the efficiency of
publiC hospitals has been lost to Victorians and
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Australians because resources have had to go
towards treating the extra patients forced on to the
public hospital list by the decline in the level of
private health insurance.
Finally I will show that the federal Minister for
Human Services and Health, Or Lawrence - for
selfish personal political reasons and because of her
own ambitions -has declined to take the sort of
action necessary to arrest this decline in private
health insurance and to address the problems facing
the health industry in Australia.
Mr Cooper interjected.
Dr NAPTHINE - As the honourable member for
MOrnington has interjected, the federal minister is a
disgrace to that portfolio. She has failed to live up to
her responsibilities and the expectations of her. She
has put her own personal ambitions to be Deputy
Prime Minister ahead of her role and function as a
minister for health. She has failed to provide any
leadership and direction in this important area.
In March 1983, 74 per cent of the population of
Australia had private health insurance.

Mr Thwaites - But 20 per cent had no cover at
all.
Dr NAPTHINE - That was the figure for
Victoria. In Australia 65 per cent had private health
insurance, so Victoria has always had a significantly
higher level of private health insurance than the rest
of Australia because of its excellent private hospital
system. By December 1990 that participation had
declined in Victoria to 51.2 per cent, and the average
figure for Australia was 44.5 per cent. In June 1994
the level of private health insurance in Victoria was
37.3 per cent. That is the latest figure available, a
disastrously low figure that rings bells of warning
throughout the health system in Victoria and
Australia. In Australia the level of private health
insurance is 37.2 per cent. A real dilemma faces the
Australian health system, and something must be
done about it
Victoria has just experienced the 15th consecutive
quarter in which the private health insurance level
in the state has declined. People have left the private
health insurance system for 15 quarters in a row. In
the Jtme quarter there was a decline of 2.36 per cent;
37000 Victorians dropped out of the private health
insurance system. In the March quarter prior to that,
33 000 Victorians left the private health insurance
system. Since 1988 there has been an average decline
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in the number of Victorians dropping out of private
health insurance of 5.32 per cent per year. Half a
million Victorians have dropped their private health
insurance since 1988. Since 1991 that rate of decline
in private health insurance in Victoria has increased
to 9.6 per cent a year, an alarming level of decline.
A serious question has to be asked - and it should
be asked by the opposition. The opposition
spokesman for health should ask himself this
question: where do these people go for hospital
treatment? They are dropping out of private health
insurance, so where are they going? The federal
minister for health must ask herself where these
Australians and Victorians who are dropping out of
the private health insurance system are going. It is
quite clear where they are going. They are lining up
on the publiC hospital waiting list, wanting
treatment from public hospitals in Victoria and
every other state and territory in the commonwealth.
They are putting a significant extra burden on those
hospitals.
Projections have been made into the future about
what effect this will have on public hospitals in
Victoria. If the rate of a 9.6 per cent decline in private
health insurance continues in Victoria, by the year
1997-98 an extra 673 500 Victorians will be
dependent on the public system for their hospital
treatment, an enormous number.
Let us make the assumption that the rate of
utilisation of public hospitals by these extra 673 500
people who drop out of private health insurance is
lower than the average for the population. That is a
generous assumption based on the proposition that
the people who are likely to drop out of private
health insurance would tend to be yotmger, fitter,
healthier people than those who are at Significant
risk of needing hospitalisation. That too would have
a Significant effect on the private health insurance
system. It would leave those who are older, more
infirm and more likely to attend hospitals in the
private health insurance system, which would push
up premiums and force more people out of the
system; there would be a spiral effect Is it any
wonder the rate of those dropping out of private
health insurance is increasing?
Coming back to the position of an extra 673 500
Victorians dependent on the public hospital system,
if it is assumed that the utilisation of public hospitals
is less than the average for the population, there will
be an extra 80 000 to 100 000 admissions to our
hospitals in 1997-98. Using an average cost
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calculated by KPMG Peat Marwick of $2331 per
patient-Mr Cole interjected.
Or NAPTHINE - The honourable member for
Melbourne says that of course the figures would be
reliable! I remind the honourable member for
Melbourne of an old saying: in God we trust, the rest
must bring statistics. I happen to believe the
statistics of KPMG. I know that the honourable
member for Albert Park probably does not even
believe in God, let alone statistics. The honourable
member for Albert Park, whenever given solid
statistics - be it from the ambulance service, the
Department of Health and Community Services or
anywhere else - believes they are wrong as well.
He cannot even believe statistics that are given to
him.
Mrs Tehan -He can't work them out.
Or NAPTHINE - He has trouble working out
any figures. The only figure he is working on at the
moment is the numbers. He is working with his new
number-cruncher, the honourable member for
Williamstown, in trying to unseat the Leader of the
Opposi tion.

per patient in Victoria in public hospitals is $2331. If
one uses that figure to calculate the cost between
now and 1997-98 of the additional patients who will
come into the Victorian public hospital system
because they have dropped out of private health
insurance, one finds that a staggering extra cost of
$SOO million will have to be picked up by the state of
Victoria. That figure will be picked up, plainly and
simply, because the commonwealth is shirking its
responsibility and reducing funding for the public
hospital system.
Mr Cole interjected.
The SPEAKER - Order! The honourable
member for Melbourne continues to interject. I ask
him to be a bit more patient; I will give him the call
at the appropriate time.
Or NAPTHINE - To assist honourable
members, I have prepared a table which shows the
additional cost to the state from people dropping out
of the system between now and 1997-98.
Mr Speaker, I have shown the table to you, to
Hansard, and to the opposition, and I seek leave to
have it incorporated in Hansard.
Leave granted; table as follows:

KPMG Peat Marwick, a reputable firm, has done
calculations and worked out that the average cost

VICTORIAN IMPACT OF DECLINE IN PRIVATE HEALTH INSURANCE
Year

Estim~ted

Cumul~tiye

Insured Populo

no. who drop
basic health
insuranee

Victori~

1992
1993
1994
1995
1996
1997

1,907,250
1,791,250
1,670,000
1,503,835
1,354,203
1,219,460

ToW

nla
116,000
237,250
403,415
553,047
687,790

uL additiorW
hospital
utilisation

uL annual
eost of iner.
uWisation

uLcumulatiye eostof
mer.utili.tion

$

nla
13,oso
26,690
45,384
62,218
77,376

30,419,550
62,214,390
105,790,104
145,030,158
180,363,456

224,nS

523,817,658

$

30,419,550
92,633,940
198,424,044
343,454,202
523,817,658

Notes:
1)
2)
3)

Assumes health insurance dropouts haye half the utilisation of the rest of population (i.e.(225/1000)I2)
Assumes that average cost of $2,331 per patient treated.
Est. insured population calculated on the assumption continues to decrease by 9.95% p.a. (i.e. 2.4% per
quarter compounded) the basic cover (i.e. average decrease 1991Ql-1994Q4)
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Dr NAYTHINE - The table shows the additional
cost of $500 million-plus to the Victorian health
system in the next three to four years from people
continuing to drop out of private health insurance.
The percentage of people with private health
insurance has declined from 74 per cent in 1983 to 37
per cent at present. As a result of that decline there
has been significant cost to Victoria and an extra
load placed on the public hospital system. Between
1983 and 1992 Labor governments were in power at
both state and federal levels and during that period
the private health insurance rate in Victoria fell from
74 per cent to 43 per cent. What was the effect on the
public hospital system? We had a state Labor
government that could not effectively manage
public hospitals. It was locked into union deals and
in-built inefficiencies, and it failed to allow hospitals
to make the effective workplace and micro-economic
reforms which were necessary and which were
occurring in every other industry. Because of deals
with the unions, those reforms were not able to be
implemented in Victoria.
The demand for public hospital places increased
because of the decline in the rate of private health
insurance during the past 10 years. Hospitals were
not able to respond; their hands were tied because of
the actions of the Labor government, and as a result
there was a huge blow-out in public hospital waiting
lists. This happened here and it happened in every
other state in Australia where there was a Labor
government. The public hospital waiting lists
increased to enormous levels. When the coalition
came to government more than 30 000 Victorians
were waiting for beds in public hospitals to have
elective surgery, and of those more than 1000 were
category 1 patients who required urgent
pain-relieving surgery and whose lives were at risk!
Those people needed life-saving operations, such as
heart bypass surgery. They were dying while they
waited for beds in public hospitals, all because of the
failure of the former Labor government to allow
public hospitals to effectively manage themselves.
At the same time, we had the spectacle of hospitals
closing down for six to eight weeks every summer.
Wards were closed and beds were closed. Hospitals
were paid fixed amounts irrespective of the number
of patients they treated and irrespective of the way
they spent their money. That was the system that
operated under the former government. The worst
aspect of the whole scenario was that the people
who were the most disadvantaged were the people
the Labor Party purports to represent and care
about, the econOmically disadvantaged. As more
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and more middle-class and middle-income earners
dropped out of the private health insurance system
and made demands on the public hospital system,
the people who were pushed further and further
down the waiting list were the people on health
cards, pensioners, single mothers, the elderly and
the disabled. They were the ones who missed out
under the Labor government system. It hurts me to
say it but the Labor government that purported to
stand for social justice and caring for the
disadvantaged was actually the creator of more
disadvantages for those people.
It is important to note that one of the great reforms
the current government has brought to the public
hospital system is to free up the system. It has
allowed the managers to manage and it has allowed
hospitals to be efficient and to introduce
micro-economic reforms. We have allowed hospitals
to treat patients so that economically disadvantaged
people of this state can once again get a hospital bed
when they need it. Under the coalition government
they do not die while their names are on a waiting
list.

In July last year the government reviewed the
system, examined what needed to be done and
agreed that a case-mix funding system was best able
to provide the right incentives for our public
hospitals. We have now had 12 months under that
system and can analyse what has been achieved.
Case-mix funding has provided hospitals with
autonomy so that they can implement the things that
are needed to put patients as a first priority, not the
needs of the unions. We have provided incentives
through case-mix funding for hospitals to actually
treat patients and deliver health services. We have
provided incentives for hospitals to improve their
productivity. We have provided incentives for
hospitals to introduce micro-economic reform and
efficiencies. The bottom line is that we actually get
better and more health services for Victorians. The
results confirm that.
The first 12 months of case-mix funding finished on
30 June. The number of patients treated in Victorian
hospitals increased from 706 000 in 1992-93 to
766 000 in 1993-94, an increase of 8.6 per cent.
What about waiting lists? What about the people on
those lists?
Category 1 includes people needing urgent
pain-relieving surgery, that is, surgery to treat
life-threatening conditions. At 1 July 1993,911
people had been waiting more than one month for
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such surgery. At the end of the 12 months - the first
year of case mix and the Kennett government
reforms introduced by the Minister for Health that number of 911 had been reduced to 13, a 99 per
cent reduction. That waiting list of 13 has just about
disappeared. In Victoria people no longer wait more
than 30 days for urgent pain-relieving surgery to
treat conditions that threaten their lives. OppOSition
members should applaud and welcome this
significant achievement because it is the people in
their electorates, the people in my electorate, the
people in your electorate, Mr Speaker, and the
people in rural and metropolitan Victoria who have
benefited.

replacements, not necessarily life-threatening
conditions but where important surgery is required
and expected to be performed within a three-month
period - there has been a 44 per cent reduction in
patient numbers from 5569 to 3595. A 99 per cent
reduction in category 1 and a 44 per cent reduction
in category 2 - you must put it in context,
Mr Speaker. This is in one year after 10 years of
Labor government when waiting list numbers kept
going up and up and up. Across the rest of Australia
they are still going up. Victoria is the only state that
has been able to turn around waiting lists. I have a
table that demonstrates this quite dearly, and I seek
leave to have it incorporated in Hansard.

In category 2 waiting lists - people waiting more
than three months for surgery such as hip

Leave granted; table as follows:

VICTORIA: ELECTIVE SURGERY WAITING LIST
1993-1994

1 July 1993

1 July 1994

'Yo Chilnge

1 July '93
1 July '94

Category 1 Total (Urgent)

1,356

188

-86%

Category 2 Total
(Semi-Urgent)

11,650

8,373

-28%

Category 3 Total
(Non-Urgent)

15,612

15,710

1')'0

ALL CATEGORIES
TOTAlWAmNG

28,618

24,271

-15%

Category 1,
Waiting>One Month

911

13

-99%

Category 2,
Waiting>Three Months

5,569

3,095
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Dr NAPTHINE - It is clear that the refonns
introduced into the public hospital system in
Victoria have had a significant effect in improving
hospital services for Victoria and particularly in
improving access to health services and public
hospitals.
All this significant achievement, however, is being
held back. Victorians are being saddled with
increasing lead in their saddle bags, despite the
reforms, because of the continual decline in private
health insurance. As more and more people leave
the private health insurance system, more and more
people become dependent on the public hospital
system. The increase in efficiency, productivity and
the number of patients treated in the public hospital
system will not achieve the gains Victoria should
achieve while it is being swamped by even greater
numbers of people who are dropping private health
insurance.
Although in the past 12 months Victoria treated 8.6
per cent more patients in its public hospitals,
analyses of the figures show that 13 per cent more
public patients were treated in public hospitals last
year, and there was a 5 per cent decline in the
number of private patients treated in public
hospitals, which clearly indicates that there is an
increasing shift to public hospital admission, placing
more pressure on public hospitals and the state
health system. The extra cost of treating those 8000
patients, who have effectively shifted from private
to public health insurance in the past 12 months, is
between $15.5 million and $18.5 million - it has cost
us an extra $20 million in just one year. And still
more people are becoming public patients, so it is
growing. I repeat: the anticipated cost of this shift
over the next three to four years is $500 million.
The questions that must be asked are: who pays that
cost? Where does that money come from? In the past
12 months -1992-93, 1993-94 - commonwealth
funding provided to the states under the Medicare
agreement, the public hospitals agreement, dropped
by $400 000. Victoria received less money from the
commonwealth, despite the fact that more patients
had to be treated, and particularly despite the fact
that more patients were treated because the
commonwealth failed to do anything about private
health insurance.
In 1988-89 - the first year of the old Medicare
agreement - the commonwealth supplied 54 per
cent of public hospital funding to Victoria. If you
add up the money spent on public hospitals in
Victoria and ask how much comes from state coffers
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and how much comes from commonwealth coffers,
you find that for the first year of the first Medicare
agreement, 1988-89, the commonwealth provided 54
per cent of the funding. In the first year of the new
Medicare agreement, 1993-94, the commonwealth
supplied only 47 per cent of the money used to run
Victoria's public hospitals.
The commonwealth government is reducing its
input into public hospitals in Victoria; it is shirking
its responsibility. Worse still, commonwealth budget
projections for the next few years clearly show that it
expects to give even less money in real terms to state
public hospitals. The projections are that the
increases will grow at less than the rate of increase in
the consumer price index, so the commonwealth is
talking about greater monetary projections but less
in real terms for the publiC hospital system in all
states including Victoria.
Opposition members - who will undoubtedly
support this motion - may suggest that the
Medicare bonus pools are geared to solve this
problem, but I must say that making that suggestion
would show their complete and utter lack of
knowledge of the Medicare bonus pools. They are a
sham and a shambles. Medicare bonus pools are
thought to be unsatisfactory by all states and
territories. They positively discriminate against
states that have healthy private health systems, such
as Victoria.
If we actively encourage private health insurance in

this state and encourage a private hospital system,
what does the Medicare agreement do? It actually
takes money from us. It is a strange and unusual
system driven by ideology rather than practicality.
The Medicare bonus pool system does not
effectively compensate for additional public patients
being treated in Victorian hospitals. That is a very
significant issue that must be addressed.
When we come to renegotiate the Medicare
agreements, which we are very close to now - the
trigger point is very close; in fact next quarter's
figures indicate that we should already be there,
because the trigger is a 2 per cent national decline in
private health insurance and we are now at 1.7 per
cent and it is clear that the rate of decline will be
more than 2 per cent when the next quarter's figures
are available, so that will be the trigger for the next
Medicare agreement - if the commonwealth
government, to its shame, fails abysmally, as seems
likely, to address the issue of the decline in private
health insurance, it is morally incumbent upon it to
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make sure that the states are not out of pocket for
treating the additional patients.
Clearly Victoria is making superb and significant
gains in public hospital management by ensuring
that the system works better and provides greater
access to people who need public hospital treatment.
Indeed, more people are being treated. Effectively
we are spending more of the state's money and
taking a load off the commonwealth. It is the
greatest cost-shifting exercise ever. The
commonwealth is shifting Significant costs from
itself to the state. The federal minister for health,
Or Lawrence, has the audacity, the temerity, to
suggest that the Victorian hospital system is a basket
case, a rust bucket, when she knows full well that
she is reducing funds for this state's system at a time
when it is being asked to treat more patients because
of her failure to deal with private health insurance.
Clearly the decline in private health insurance is
putting more people on our public hospital demand
list, and Victoria is having to deal with that. This
decline is having its greatest impact on the lower
socioeconomic groups in our SOCiety, the groups the
Labor Party purports to represent but does not - it
failed abysmally in 10 years of government when it
did nothing. The gap between rich and poor is
growing wider and wider and wider under the
federal Labor government, as it did under the
previous state Labor government.
The decline in private health insurance is shifting the
responsibility of meeting the costs of public
hospitals on to state governments and territories.
I wish to raise two other important issues. The first
is the effect of the decline in private health insurance
on medical services. In the past doctors working in
public hospitals worked in an honorary capacity
providing their services for free to the
disadvantaged as part of their social responsibility.
Subsequently, many doctors became sessional
doctors and were paid a sessional fee for providing
the same service. That fee was a lesser fee than they
commanded for the same service in the private
sector because hospital work was seen as part of the
doctor's social responsibility to help those less able
to help themselves.
With the decline in private health insurance doctors
are not able to attract the same number of private
patients either in private or public hospitals and
hence are not able to receive the same remuneration
they formerly received. They rightly argue that they
should not be expected to offer their services at a
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Significantly discounted rate to help the
disadvantaged when those disadvantaged include
such people as the Prime Minister of Australia and
the federal minister for. health, who refuse to take
out private health insurance preferring instead to
take their place among the disadvantaged within the
public hospital system. They are happy to take up a
bed in a public hospital at the expense of someone
who is unable to afford private health insurance
rather than accepting their moral responsibility of
looking after their own health through the private
health system.
Many doctors argue that if we are moving to a fully
funded public health system by wiping out private
health insurance, as appears to be the case under the
policies of the federal Labor government, there must
be a rearrangement in the way doctors are paid in
public hospitals, which will put considerable
pressure on public hospitals.
In recognising the problem, the Minister for Health
established a review to investigate the working
relationships between doctors and publiC hospitals. I
am sure that review will provide a Significant basis
for these renegotiations. However, it is clear that if
the decline in the number of people having private
health insurance continues doctors will legitimately
expect some rearrangement of their remuneration
for work done in public hospitals. The people who
will pick up the tab will be Victorians because the
commonwealth is shirking its responsibilities.

The other issue the commonwealth government has
neglected is the future of private hospitals. Victoria
has an excellent private hospital system: Cabrini
hospital, the Freemasons Hospital and St John of
God hospitals in Geelon~ Ballarat and
Warrnambool are examples of good private
hospitals.
Mr Cooper interjected.
Or NAPTHINE - The honourable member for
Momington reminds me of the many bush nursing
hospitals. The commonwealth government has no
vision or plan for the future of private hospitals
within the health system of Australia to 2000 and
beyond.
In the past 12 months the number of chargeable days
in private hospitals has declined by 2 per cent. That
has had a Significant economic impact on public
hospitals, which are large employers and which add
to the fabric of Victoria as the premier state in
Australia, indeed in south-east Asia, for medical
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services. Private hospitals play an integral part in
that vision of Victoria. We must examine how they
can be integrated within the health system, yet the
federal government is not playing a role in that
process. We must look at the social impact the
decline in private health insurance will have on bush
nursing hospitals.
Economists argue that in macro-economic terms it is
ludicrous to have an overtaxed, overburdened
public hospital in the same vicinity as an
underutilised private hospital because it is a misuse
of resources. Clearly something must be done
urgently to reverse the decline in private health
insurance.
I am disappointed that the federal minister for
health has failed utterly to address this issue.
Recently she announced a new policy which has
rightly been described as a mickey mouse policy that
is tinkering at the edges. The federal minister is
fiddling while Rome - the public health system bums around her!
I refer now to the eminent author, the former
Senator Graham Richardson and former federal
minister for health. On 13 September he wrote in The

Bulletin:
Convincing the Labor Party that the rapid decline in
the number of Australians who take out private health
insurance is any sort of problem is a very difficult task.
Contemplating any change to the arrangements for
Medicare can be downright hazardous for an ambitious
health minister.
The final unveiling of Carmen Lawrence's new reforms

for private health insurance provided a predictable
outcome. I can't quibble with any of the steps she has
taken. They all head in the right direction; they also
stop short of addressing the problem.

The next paragraph is wonderful:
Labor health ministers are not allowed to believe that
the decline in private health insurance (the percentage
of Australians covered is down to 37.2 per cent and the
economic recovery appears to have done little to stop
the exodus) is anything other than a vote of confidence
in Medicare. They are also not allowed to believe that
the public hospital system will ever find itself unable to
cope with the influx of formerly insured citizens, which
one day will create one hell of a problem.

It is dear that Minister Lawrence has failed in her
first major test as the federal minister for health. She
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has refused to tackle the caucus and federal cabinet
on this important issue and has adopted the
head-in-the-sand approach hoping that it will all go
away or that the threads will hang there long
enough so that she can move out of this dreaded
health portfolio to become Deputy Prime Minister or
even Prime Minister. She refuses to address the issue
and hopes it will stay away long enough so that she
can fulfil her political ambitions.
The Lawrence approach of trying to do something
about private health insurance is to allow gap
insurance. That may be a laudable aim because
many people who have private health insurance still
have to pay part of the medical costs that are not
covered by insurance, which is of great concern.
How will gap insurance affect premiums? It will
cost the private health insurance industry more to
provide, so premiums will rise. Gap insurance will
not address one of the fundamental concerns about
private health insurance, which is that it is too
expensive, because it will increase the cost of
insurance.
Or Lawrence has also introduced preferred-provider
arrangements. A private health insurance company
can negotiate with a specific hospital or doctor to
provide specific services at a reasonable rate.
Incidentally, the rates the federal minister is
proposing are based on case-mix arrangements. She
thinks they are wonderful but she has never been
game to implement them. Now she wants to
introduce them in the private sector. The
preferred-provider arrangements have been
operating in Victoria for five years but have not
driven down the cost of health insurance. I suggest
that the arrangements with doctors will prove to be
an administrative nightmare.

Epworth Hospital, one of our finest hospitals, has
1200 doctors on its list. Imagine private health
insurance organisations having to write contracts
with 1200 doctors! It is simply tinkering at the edges
of the problem.
The article by Mr Richardson goes on to say:
If you really believe that the decline in private health
insurance is a worry, you have to do something serious
about premiums, because customers are pretty precious
about their discretionary spending and there is a
widespread perception that private health insurance
premiums do not represent good value. Those on low
incomes with private cover will probably not see
enough incentive in this package to continue making
the sacrifice. The haemorrhaging will continue.
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This will not cause Lawrence any problem in her
caucus and will do her career no harm. The system will
cope for long enough for her star to bum brightly, but
it cannot cope forever.

Mr Richardson has hit the nail on the head.
Or Lawrence has failed to take action because,
politically, it is too hard. She wants to let the system
hang together long enough for her to move onward
and upward, and she will leave another poor bwmy
to carry the burden.
Mr Cooper - She's like a blowfly at a picnic: she
lands, drops her bundle and moves on!
Or NAPTHINE - Absolutely! In the Australian
Financial Review of 8 September, Judith Sloan writes:
There is little doubt that health policy is a complex
area. But it is hard to feel convinced that the Lawrence
reforms will achieve very much, if indeed they are even
feasible.
As long as private health insurance and private
hospitals operate at full costs in competition with
tax-funded Medicare, the system remains unstable.
In the short run, case-mix funding of public hospitals
should generate substantial gains in efficiency. In the
long run, the government needs to form a firm view
about the desirable and sustainable balance between
public and private provision of health care.

The essence of the matter is that we must have a
proper balance between public and private health
care. The federal health minister has failed to do
anything about it. While she is failing to address the
system and reducing money for the states to spend
on public hospitals, in her area of responsibility the
costs are blowing out. The main growth areas in
health expenditure are the medical and
pharmaceutical costs, which are increasing at the
rate of 9 per cent a year. Dr Lawrence is doing
nothing to address that growth. She is taking money
from the state public hospital system and forcing
hospitals to cope with more and more patients as
private health insurance declines.
I have dearly demonstrated that there has been a
Significant decline in private health insurance in
Victoria and Australia, that this decline has put
more people on the public hospital lists and that the
cost of treating those extra people, which will total
about $500 million over the next three or four years,
will have to be borne by the state because the federal
government is refusing responsibility and
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Or Lawrence has failed to take action to reverse the
decline. Certainly her mickey-mouse reforms will do
nothing to reverse the decline.
I conclude with two quotes. The first is from the
wonderful Age editorial of 4 August:
More radical and innovative measures are needed to
make private health insurance more attractive,
including the tax incentives ... The cost to revenue
would be mitigated by an easing of the costs of
Medicare. The obstacle is political rather than financial.

The Age editorial of 14 January 1993 states:
Australia would be best served by a competitive and
efficiently run mix of properly funded public hospitals
and more widely affordable private hospitals. The
public sector has the virtue of ensuring universal access
and restraining overall health care costs. As in school
education, the private sector has the value of providing
choice and relieving the pressure on the public sector.
Not just more money but a better balance between the
two is needed. Only a federal government stripped of
its ideological blinkers has the authority and resources
to bring this about.

I urge all members of the house to support the
motion. It is vital for the future effective delivery of
public hospital services in Victoria for us to reverse
the decline in private health insurance and to
achieve what the Age editorial calls for: a proper and
better balance between public and private health
systems in Victoria. I suggest that the honourable
member for Albert Park use his influence with
Or Lawrence to ensure that she does not neglect her
responsibilities and that she takes firm and decisive
action, as called for in the motion, to ensure that
private health insurance is again affordable and
accessible for all Australians because only then will
we improve health services. lbat is what we seek to
achieve.
Mr THW AITES (Albert Park) - I am surprised
that the honourable member for Portland has had
the gall to move this motion, given what he and his
government have done to Victoria's health system.
Health care in Victoria is deteriorating because of
this government's massive budget cuts and
mismanagement, its inflexible version of case-mix
funding and the withdrawal of more than
$300 million from our public hospitals. Now the
government is trying to pass the buck and
duckshove responsibility onto the federal
government. This government is weak. It will not
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face up to the fact that it is causing very real damage
to what was once a great health system. Any effect
that the decline in private insurance has on our
health system is minuscule compared with the
havoc being wrought by this government's
slash-and-burn policies.
The motion is doubly galling because it comes at a
time when the federal health minister, Or Carmen
Lawrence, has taken decisive action and
implemented reforms to private health insurance
that will provide consumers with a better product,
reduce the price and increase the efficiency of
private health insurance in Australia.
While the federal government is putting an extra
$247 million into the Victorian health system, this
government is taking it out.
Dr Napthine interjected.
Mr THWAITES - You have taken $300 million
out of the system and yet you are bleating now! If
things are so bad, why not put some of that money
back? You are causing the problems and yet you
come here bleating about the commonwealth! Get
your own house in order before you look elsewhere!
Commonwealth expenditure on and contributions to
our health and hospital systems have increased by
about 10 per cent - but as fast as they put the
money in, you are taking it out!
Dr Napthine - Rubbish.
Mr THW AITES - Perhaps the honourable
member for Portland has some new information
about his government's policies, but so far as I am
aware his government has taken $300 million from
our hospital system. That is in the budget
documents. Now government members seem to be
backing off. They run around Victoria saying, 'We
are not cutting', but the relevant document namely, the Department of Health and Community
Services annual report for last year - shows that
$300 million was taken out of the system.
The government alleges that declining insurance
rates are adding to public health care demand and
using public resources. How then can the coalition
justify taking all those resources - $300 million out of the system during the period it has been in
government? Now that you are in government you
have control over that aspect, but you still think
you're in opposition! You would rather duckshove
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and blame the federal government than do the right
thing by the people of Victoria!
The Victorian government has received fwlds from
the commonwealth government for the increase in
public hospital patients. However, the government
has pocketed the money - and now it is simply
crying out for more.
Another galling fact about this debate is that the
honourable member for Portland did not give one
solid proposal outlining what should happen to
encourage private insurance. He Simply knocked the
commonwealth government. What single
recommendation did he make about private health
insurance in Victoria? Nothing! The honourable
member has no ideas.
I hope the Minister for Health will come into the
house and detail the policies of the Liberal and
National parties, because no-one in Australia now
knows the coalition parties' policies on health
insurance. As those parties at the federal level swing
back and forward from the hard-nosed economic
rationalism of last year to the so-called soft and
cuddly approach, nobody knows whether they
continue to support tax rebates for private health
insurance, which they did in Fightback, or whether
in the latest document, The Things TJult Matter, they
have dumped the proposal. I ask the honourable
member for Portland and other government
contributors to the debate to tell the house where the
coalition parties stand on tax rebates for private
health insurance.
Do you support them? What proposals do you have
that will act as incentives for people to take out
private health insurance? The honourable member
for Portland gave us nothing; we heard not one
single word on the subject. The honourable member
talked about gap insurance being no good - yet the
federal shadow minister, Bronwyn Bishop,
previously supported it. He said that
purchaser-provider agreements were no good. He
said that nothing done by the federal government
was any good, but he had not one single idea
himself!
Mr Doyle interjected.

Mr THWAITES - We do not support tax
incentives. We never have and we never will
because they simply redistribute funds from the
ordinary people of Australia, who need health care,
to high-income areas and private insurance funds.
How much will it cost? Are you able to put a figure
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on the tax rebates? You lot said you would give
$1.4 billion in tax rebates under Fightback. What has
happened to that policy? Even your own mates in
Canberra have dumped it. Bronwyn Bishop was
overruled, wasn't she? She will not have tax rebates
because it is thought the rebates might destroy
Medicare and be a loser.
Let's look at The Things That Miltter. What does it say
about health care? Almost nothing! That
demonstrates what the opposition parties think
about health care: they think it does not matter! A
better and more serious contribution from the
liberal and National parties could be entitled The

Things That Do Not Matter!
What does not matter to the coalition parties is
universal health care. What does not matter to them
is health care that is Simple. What does not matter is
health care that is equitable and accessible!
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You can get your tax rebates or your tax incentives
in that country, but 20 per cent of the American
people have no health cover. Is that what they really
want?
Or Napthine - No.

Mr THWAITES - That is why the wife of the
President of the United States of America,
Mrs Clinton, was trying to do something about
health: the system over there, which you want, is a
disaster. Perhaps that is why Mrs Clinton could not
fit in a meeting with the Minister for Health,
Mrs Tehan. Mrs Tehan said Mrs Clinton would be
fascinated to hear about the Victorian health care
reformS. She said she was sure Victoria's program of
health care reforms would be of specific interest to
the First Lady as the long-anticipated Clinton health
care plan awaited its tabling before Congress.
According to Mrs Tehan, Mrs Clinton could not wait
to meet her.

Dr Napthine interjected.
Mr THWAITES - Above all, what does not
matter is Medicare, because you lot hate Medicare.
What upsets you most is that the Australian people
love it. They keep voting for it time after time, and
you lose election after election because you do not
know what to do with Medicare.
Let's look at what the federal coalition did to
Medibank under a former Prime Minister,
Mr Fraser. They changed it about seven or eight
times.

Mr Bracks - Ten times.
Mr THW AITES - Ten times! In the end,
Medibank was only a shell of its former self. One in
seven Australians had no health cover - an
indictment of that coalition government, which
clearly led to the subsequent election of the Hawke
government. In elections and opinion polls the
Australian people have reaffirmed their liking for
the principles underlying Medicare and Medibank.
This lot does not like Medicare because it is an
example of a government doing something well. It
does it better than the private sector!
Mr Ooyle - Hang on!
Mr THWAITES - Medicare's administration
costs are lower than those in the private health
sector. Medicare provides health cover for people
who would not otherwise have it. What does this lot
prefer - the American system, with its tax rebates.

The truth is that Mrs Clinton wanted nothing to do
with Mrs Tehan, because she had obviously received
some advice that what the Victorian government is
doing in wrecking a good health system is a
disgrace. Obviously Mrs Clinton was smart enough
and busy enough to decide not to waste her time
with that sort of rubbish.
I hope the next contributor to the debate, the
honourable member for Malvern, will indicate
whether the coalition parties support tax rebates,
and, if so, how much they will cost. I emphasise that
the minimum cost would not be at marginal tax
rates but at the rates referred to in Fightback - that
is, $1.4 billion. That was the amount Or Hewson
promised to put into the pockets of those who
already had private health insurance - those who,
in a general sense, are wealthier than those without
private insurance. That money would have been
sucked from the public health system to pay for the
rebates.
I also ask the honourable member for Malvern to tell
the house whether his government proposes to
introduce subsidies of that sort into Victoria. If it is
such a smart thing and if what the honourable
member for Portland says is true - that is, that it
would lead to a massive freeing of resources in the
public system, save money and reduce waiting
lists - that is what the Minister for Health must do.
The minister even said she would shame the federal
minister into implementing some sort of
commonwealth scheme by introducing a Victorian
scheme. What is the Victorian scheme? How much
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money is the Victorian scheme going to cost?
Victorians want to know. Is it going to cost $400
million, $500 million or $600 million? Has any
estimate been made? That is the amount of money
that will be required in Victoria -at least $400
million to $600 million - to provide any realistic
incentive for people to give up the Medicare system
and go into private medical insurance: about $600
million!
Where is the $600 million going to come from? Is the
Treasurer going to hand over $600 million or is it
going to come out of the public hospitals? That is the
debate that honourable members opposite will not
face up to: if you give tax rebates, if you provide that
sort of incentive, it comes from only one place from the public hospital system! This government
will not face up to that fact. That is why members of
the government are so keen to direct the argument
away from what is happening in Victoria to what is
happening in Canberra, because that is where they
say all the action ought to be. If you are so smart,
let's do it here. Are you going to introduce subsidies
here or are you just going to continue your slash and
bum policies that are destroying health care in
Victoria?
In moving the motion the honourable member for
Portland is trying once again to blame someone else
for the problem that his government has caused in
Victoria. If the honourable member is good at one
thing, it is duckshoving. He is the duckshover from
Portland! I read with some interest an article in the
Western Plains Advertiser of Thursday, 4 August
about the duckshoving member for Portland. The
article said that
Locals [in Lismore] accused Or Napthine, who chaired
the Rural Hospitals Task Force, of 'duckshoving'.

That is what he was doing in Lismore: he was trying
to blame the federal government for the problem he
was causing in Lismore. Once again he has been
trying to say all over country Victoria: it is not our
fault; it is the federal government's fault. What he
will not face up to is that his government has cut up
to 30 per cent from the funds of rural hospitals - 30
per cent from hospitals in places like Clunes and
Lismore - and that is why those hospitals are being
forced to close. Unfortunately for the honourable
member for Portland the people in the country are
wise to his antics. They are not fooled. They do not
believe it is the federal government that has caused
the problem; they know it is honourable members
opposite who have caused it.
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The strategy of blaming someone else - on this
occasion, the federal government - is a transparent
and deliberate strategy aimed at deflecting criticism
away from the government that well and truly
deserves it. It is designed to create a false perception.
The strategy is not succeeding. If you go out into the
street, people will say there is something wrong
with our health system. They know why: it is
because of the massive cuts that the Minister for
Health in particular and this government in general
have imposed. The government has cut some 14 ?er
cent from the funds to our public hospitals and as a
result the health system is buckling under the strain
of those cuts. The government intends to continue
taking more money out of the public health system.
This year it will cut another 4 or 5 per cent from :he
funding to public hospitals.
At the same time as the government is making
massive cuts it has suddenly introduced an
inflexible case-mix system. It has been criticised ',y
the very architect of the system, Or Stephen Ouc<ett;
it has been criticised by doctors, nurses and patients.
The management of this government is criticisec by
everyone involved in the health system and yet
government members do not listen. What do they
do? They duckshove; they try to blame someone
else. They try to get the federal government to fh the
problems they are unable to fix themselves.
Not only have they made cuts; not only have thEy
introduced case-mix funding in an inflexible forn
and mismanaged its introduction, but they haVE
underspent federal moneys. Last year this
government could not even manage the budget, it
could not even spend millions of dollars allocattd in
the health budget. At the end of the year, after
country hospitals such as those at Lismore, Clur.es
and others were facing closure, what do people see?
They see a budget that shows unspent money tlat
could have gone to establishing a fairer system of
case-mix in country hospitals; to providing accident
emergency facilities that did not lead to people .ying
on trolleys for 48 hours, and to maintaining an
ambulance system that is now in complete tatte:-s
because of the government's budget cuts and
mismanagement.
The effect of the drop in private health insurance in
Victoria has been minuscule by comparison win the
effects the government's budget cuts and
mismanagement have had on the health systerr. The
problems that are emerging across the VictoriaI
health system can be related directly to the actions
and policies of the Victorian government.
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Honourable members opposite are trying to ignore a
key factor in the debate. Most Victorians who are not
renewing their private health insurance policies, as
the honourable member for Portland admitted, are
relatively young people who are not at high risk and
are not high users of health services.
The number of admissions to private hospitals has
continued to grow. How is it if private health
insurance is so sick and so much under threat that
across Australia admissions to private hospitals
have gone up by 7 per cent? Of course the private
health insurance system has seen a drop in the
overall number of polides: we all know that. That is
a consequence of Medicare. It is a consequence of
having a good Australian public health system. But
the fact of the matter is that the numbers of people
using private hospitals have gone up, just as the
profits and assets of the private health sector have
gone up. None of these things was mentioned by the
honourable member for Portland in his very
misleading address.
The Labor Party nationally and the federal Minister
for Human Services and Health, Carmen Lawrence,
recognise the importance of a balance between the
private and public sectors. Last week Or Lawrence
introduced a reform package that will improve the
efficiency of private health insurance, improve the
quality of services provided and reduce the overall
cost to the consumer. She has taken decisive action,
and yet this lot opposite has the gall to come here
today and say the problems are all the fault of the
federal government. The federal minister has taken
some action and you have done nothing - nothing
at all!
Mrs Wilson - Except cut money.
Mr THWAITES - Except, as the honourable
member for Dandenong North says, cut money. The
government has mismanaged and failed to spend
properly. The issue of the declining rate of private
health insurance has been recOgnised, but
governments all around Australia have come to little
agreement on the answers to the problem. Carmen
Lawrence, the federal minister, has introduced a
balanced package that endorses and reinforces
Medicare while at the same time giving greater
value to the consumer. In many cases, frankly, the
consumer has been ripped off by the expenditure in
the private health sector. The cost of private health
care has gone up by a rate far in excess of the
inflation rate.
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The Prices Surveillance AuthOrity report on this
matter is very interesting. It indicates that the major
increase in the cost of private insurance cannot be
attributed to any decline in membership and that the
main contributors to the increase in private
insurance costs are the general increase in hospital
costs, factors internal to funds, the increase in
utilisation of hospital services, and changing
government polides. According to the Prices
Surveillance Authority the increased price does not
relate more than about 10 per cent to any change in
the risk profile of contributors.
If, as the motion requires, we are really going to
assess the effect of what is happening in our public
hospital system, we ought to hear what the experts
say. The honourable member for Portland spoke at
great length about Graham Richardson, the former
federal minister for health, but a name we have not
heard is Bronwyn Bishop, the federal Uberal
spokesperson on health. Has she been buried or
something? Don't they want to know about her? It
seems that the Uberal Party is so intellectually
bankrupt it has to seek out Labor figures from
whom to get advice. There are no experts on the
government side, so it goes to Graham Richardson.

Mr Doyle interjected.
Mr THWAITES - Or it goes to Neal Blewett.
There are no experts on your side! The only real
contributors to the debate are people on the Labor
side, because they are the only ones who care about
health care. Government members are more
interested in overseas trips and their own
businesses. That is why the honourable member had
to quote from Graham Richardson and why we hear
nothing from Bronwyn Bishop.
What does Bronwyn Bishop stand for? Is she hard
nosed? Is she soft and cuddly? Does she stand for
tax rebates? Did she lose the debate about this in
shadow cabinet? Perhaps the honourable member
for Malvern - who is perhaps the future federal
member for Kooyong - might advise on that sort of
thing.

Mr Bracks - She was advised by a private
insurance company.
Mr THW AITES - That is right! We know what
Carmen Lawrence, the federal minister for health,
thinks. She has put her reforms on the table. But all
we hear from the opposition is a big zero - a big
nothing!
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Let us recognise what the experts say about the
health system and about its problems. Most of the
experts know that the problems in the health system
in Victoria are caused by this government, by this
minister - by this government's cuts and
mismanagement. Let us refer to just a few of those
comments.
At a conference about case mix held last week in
Tasmania, Professor John Hickie, a Sydney clinical
cardiologist who chairs the Australian Case-mix
Clinical Committee, expressed disappointment with
the Victorian experience, particularly with the way it
has affected rural hospitals, and stated:
One of their roles is the community role. They provide
a focus to the community; they provide employment. I
think the South Australians and the Queenslanders are
aware of this. You don't use the case-mix system to
shut them down.

The honourable member for Portland is not aware of
that. He is using case mix to shut down country
hospitals. As a member of a country hospital board
said to me, 'Case mix is a gutless way to close down
hospitals'. That is a good description of this
government: it is gutless. It will not come out and
say what it is doing. It uses some pseudo-scientific
case-mix formula to close down country hospitals, to
throw people out of the nursing home beds they
have lived in for years and to throw country
communities into anguish.
I ask government members to consider the views of
the experts. Professor Don Hindle, the director of the
private sector case-mix unit, was even more scathing
of the Victorian system. He said:
What is particularly disturbing about the Victorian
experience is the way in which it has been presented as
being a radical change to implement the best answer.
There is no sense of humility.

We can all sense that. One thing that is completely
lacking on the government side is any sense of
humility. Look at what the government has done to
our health system, how it has destroyed it; yet the
government has moved a motion that attempts to
criticise the federal minister.
Professor Hindle stated further:
There is no sense of the possibility that it's actually very
difficult to make improvements. There's no sense of
awareness of the fact that health care is so complicated
that you have to engage and involve the large majority
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of health-care professionals in the courses of continuing
change.

One thing the government, this honourable member
who moved the motion and the minister have not
done is involve health professionals. They have
sought to do everything in a confrontationalist way,
and the result is the crisis we see in our hospital
system.
Another expert, the Chief Executive Officer of
Monash Medical Centre, has slammed as misguided
the government's introduction of surveys of
unplanned readmission rates and patient satisfaction
to monitor the impact of case mix on the quality of
care. He states in a paper presented at the conference:
While public accountability for quality must be
developed, the unsophisticated nature of these
strategies, with the notion of 'report cards', runs
counter to quality improvement tenets and smacks of
centralist control agendas and political posturing.

Dr Napthine interjected.
Mr THWAITES - The paper was distributed at
the conference. The paper goes on to state:
Case-mix funding provided the opportunity to
obfuscate - -

Dr Napthine interjected.
Mr THW AITES - Just listen to what he had to
say, take some notice and perhaps do something
about what ought to happen in Victoria, instead of
trying to duckshove it onto the commonwealth
government. The paper continues:
Case-mix funding provided the opportunity to
obfuscate budget cuts in complex pricing structures, to
dress them up as relative inefficiencies and to provide
unambiguous incentives for self-control of waiting lists,
all within ideologically sound concepts of public sector
management.

I stop there because the issue of waiting lists is really
the foundation on which the honourable member
bases his whole case. Again, we see the government
involved in a totally distorting and misleading
approach. Today the honourable member for
Portland stated that when his government came to
office there were 30 000 people on waiting lists.
I sought the waiting list figures under freedom of
information procedures. I must say it took a long
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time to get them. I had to appeal to the
Administrative Appeals Tribunal. When I finally
received. the figures they did not show that there
were 30 000 on the waiting lists when the
government came to office; they showed a figure of
26 463. Where did the honourable member get the
figure of 30 OOO? That is how loose government
members are; they just throw around any figure.
They are out by some 3500 to 4000.
What is the figure today? I have tried to get the most
up-ta-date figure under freedom of information
procedures but I am still waiting - that is part of
the cover-up. The most recent figure of the total
number of people on waiting lists I obtained under
freedom of information was 25 881, but I understand
it may now have gone down to something around
24000. So, the total difference is the difference
between 26 463 and something more than 24 000.
That is nothing like the picture the government and
the honourable member have purported to represent
with their misleading figures and statistics showing
alleged massive drops in waiting lists.
But much more than that, what is really a scandal is
the way the government has forced hospitals to rig
their waiting lists and then claimed credit for an
improvement.
Hospitals are being forced to reclaSSify great
volumes of patients and dump people from the
waiting lists so that the figures look good. How do
they do that? Or Stoelwinder said they do it by
having a self-controlled. waiting list with an
unambiguous incentive, which is that you do not get
any money unless you show that you have got your
elephant badge for waiting lists.
Dr Napthine interjected.
Mr THWAITES - It has nothing to do with
treatment. It is about the fact that unless you can
show you have reduced your waiting list below a
certain figure you do not get access to the bonus
pool.
I am aware of cases where hospitals have
reclassified patients and where a number of patients
have been dropped off the list completely to make
the figures look good. What does the government do
about it? Nothing. It is perpetuating this scandal and
fraud on the Victorian public.
Some Victorians are desperately waiting for
treatment and they are not even on a waiting list. At
some hospitals as many as 500 people have been
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dropped off one waiting list and put onto another
one month later. Were they treated? They were not.
Dr Napthine - Where's your evidence?
Mr THWAITES -It will come, just you wait.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr J. F. McGrath) Order! This is a lively debate, and that is good, but
let us contain our enthusiasm.
Mr THWAITES - There has been wholesale
rigging and reclassification of these lists. One
example is the Box Hill Hospital. Why is it that
20 per cent of the patients on the classification 2 list
have changed to classification 3 in two months? It is
because the hospital had to reduce its classification 2
list to get access to the bonus pool. That is one
example, and there are many others.
Dr Napthine interjected.
Mr THWAITES - You do not know. Have you
carried out any investigations into the quality of the
hospital system?
Dr Napthine - We have.
Mr THWAITES - The honourable member for
Portland indicates that he has carried out
investigations into the reclaSSification of waiting lists
and that he has that information. Will he provide
that tome?
The DEPUTY SPEAKER -Order! The
honourable member for Albert Park is out of order if
he is seeking to provoke a response from an
honourable member on the other side of the house.
Interjections, although sometimes disorderly, can at
times help debate, but this is taking it a bit too far.
The honourable member for Albert Park should not
ask questions across the chamber.
Mr THWAITES - It is interesting that the
honourable member has been interjecting
throughout most of my speech, but the first time he
was silent and went completely dumb was when I
asked him for some information. I respect the ruling
and understand that it is the appropriate approach,
but I ask through you, Mr Deputy Speaker, that the
honourable member provide to me the information
that he has on the rigging of the hospital waiting
lists that is being carried out under his government.
Dr Napthine - You produce your evidence.
Where is your evidence?
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Mr THWAITES - I have just given you some
evidence.
Dr Napthine - That is an allegation and an
aspersion with no facts.
Mr THWAITES - The facts are there on the
computer print-outs; you can't get any better than
that. When allegations are made government
members go en masse and put pressure on all the
public servants and the CEOs and tell them that if
they do not come up with the right information they
will get the chop. That is how their lot operates.
They kick people off hospital boards who are not
seen to be acting totally their way and put their
mates on to rig the system. They ring them up at all
times of the day and night to tell them how they can
vote and what they can do. There is a climate of fear
in our public hospitals, and the honourable member
for Portland is one of the worst perpetrators of it.
I shall go back to the experts and what they say
about the effect of this government's policies on
public hospitals in Victoria. Professor Vernon
Marshall, Professor of Surgery at Monash
University, says:
We are sending people home with drain tubes still in,
whereas normally patients would stay long enough for
hospitals to remove the tubes.

Or Kate Duncan, obstetrician and the Victorian
Medical Women's Society representative on the
AMA branch council, says the new order is:
'You're going home tomorrow, MI5 Bloggs; your bed. is
nolongeravailab~'

Mothers and babies are being discharged too early.
The Royal District Nursing Service says that more
public hospital patients are being readmitted
because they are being discharged too early.
Mr McArthur interjected.
Mr THWAITES - The honourable member for
Monbulk has come into the chamber and asked by
interjection, 'Where is your evidence?'. Once again, I
have asked for this information under freedom of
information legislation and once again it has not
been provided, so I look forward to obtaining that
information. In the meantime I can rely only on
independent expertise, and that includes the Royal
District Nursing Service. It says that the preliminary
findings of its study of hospital discharge practices
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over the past three years show that since the
introduction of case-mix funding there has been a
Significant increase in the number of post-surgica1
patients and new mothers being sent home while
still in need of nursing care.
The House of Representatives comnumity affairs
committee says there is a widespread suspicion that
early discharge is:
... more in the interests of the hospital's budget than the
patient's wellbeing.

Mr Morris, the chairman of the committee, said the
committee had heard evidence from Victoria that
raised considerable concern about early discharging
under case-mix funding. Government members love
to take credit for case mix although I don't even
recall it being mentioned in their election policy.
They came in and filched the policy being
formulated by Or Stephen Duckett of the
department and then claimed it as their own. They
claim they are the great pioneers, but what does the
very architect of the case-mix system say? He says
the budget cuts are undermining the system. He
says that what the government is doing is
undermining case mix. The problems in Victoria's
hospitals are not being caused by case mix but by
the massive funding cuts.
Under case mix, hospitals receive money from the
government according to the type of patients
treated. As he said, more than $250 million has been
taken from the hospital budget since 1992. That is
the equivalent of closing down both the Royal
Melbourne and Royal Women's hospitals. He said
that if the government did not put more money into
the hospital system beds would close, leading to a
blow-out in the number of people waiting for
elective surgery.
You can do something about that: instead of
spending your time coming into this place with
spurious motions and with no ideas about what
should happen to private insurance, why don't you
do something that the very architect of case mix
recommends and restore some of the massive
funding cuts made in the budget?
Another expert organisation is the Association for
Emergency Medicine. Surely it should know
something about health care because it represents
emergency ward doctors. The association believes
Melbourne's emergency departments are in dire
straits and that Third World standards now apply in
most hospitals.
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Unfortunately, I cannot refer to the Australian
Nurses Federation because it is a tmion and
therefore knows nothing about anything according
to you lot! However, I will quote from it because it
works in the system, unlike you people!
The federation says patients are:
... receiving unsafe care in the state's hospitals because
of cuts in nursing numbers.

Dr Michael Westmore, Secretary of the Victorian
Emergency Departments Association, said that at
one major hospital in May more than 200 patients
spent more than 12 hours in the emergency
department on trolleys, 6 of them for more than
2 days. An article on Dr Westmore states:
'This is Third-World medicine', he said. 'Can you
imagine what it's like to have an old person of 85 with
diabetes, heart failure and pneumonia caught on one of
those trolleys for hours. Their morbidity increases
enormously' .

Does the government listen to those people or does
it just come in here with these sorts of duckshoving
motions?
As. the honourable member for Portland has quoted
from the Age I shall quote from the Herald Sun
editorial of 6 July headed 'Case-mix mixup':
There are disturbing claims that budget cuts combined
with the state government's case-mix funding system
have led to a serious shortage of hospital emergency
beds.
Hospitals say patients are being turned away and warn
that 'a major mishap with someone's life' is inevitable ...
It is true that hospitals may see an advantage in
painting the worst case to enhance arguments for
increased funding. Some may not be coping with the
new demand for efficiency.
But this must not mask what seems, on the evidence, an
unacceptable reduction in service to the sick.

Yet the government refuses to do anything about
that reduction in service. I have quote after quote
before me where experts say the health system and
the public hospital system are sick, but this
government will not do anything about it.

Mr Ken Farrell, a surgeon at the Monash Medical
Centre, raises another issue. His letter to the Age is
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headed 'Case mix erodes public hospital teaching
role'. So it is not only the problem with people on
the trolleys, the quality of care or early discharge;
the teaching role of our hospitals is also under threat
by this government. He says:
The focus so far has been on the deterioration in patient
care and the obsession with achieving productivity
gains. Our hospitals are fast becoming like sausage
machines.
My reason for writing is to highlight another serious
problem caused by these massive changes. I refer to the
matter of undergraduate and postgraduate education ...
The current situation in most wards is bordering on the
chaotic. Patients are admitted as late as possible and
discharged as early as possible. What little time is
available for teaching is further reduced by the need. to
complete vast amounts of paper work and carry out
last minute tests.

So case mix under this government - its version of
case mix - is also eroding public hospitals' teaching
roles.
Another senior surgeon, Mr Graeme Brazenor, a
neurosurgeon, in a letter to the Age states:
Where the process seems to have gone wrong is that no
measurements (or the wrong measurements) of the
consequences of the progressive cuts have been made.
It would appear that the health department
administrators have been waiting for signs of change in
measurable parameters of standard of care, like death
rates or the incidence of bed sores in hospital patients;
yet by the time such parameters are perturbed,
irretrievable damage will have been done to the system.
While the health department boffins have been poring
over their computer printouts waiting for signs of
stress caused by the financial cuts they have overseen,
the quality of life in the workplace for nurses and
doctors in public hospitals has fallen to levels which
many find untenable; it has become impossible to
guarantee the best standard of care to patients; and as a
consequence good doctors and nurses have been
leaving the system in increasing numbers.

It is not the opposition saying this; it is not just a few
disgruntled commentators from outside the
system - these are the people inside the system, the
experts. They are the people to whom this
government seems incapable of listening.
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Mr Bracks - The practitioners!
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would provide incentives for people to take out and
maintain private health insurance.

MrTHWAITES -Exactly, they are the
practitioners.
Mr John Buntine, Senior Vice-President of the
Australian Association of Surgeons, in a letter states:
Victorian public hospitals, both metropolitan and rural,
are close to breaking point due to a continued relentless
reduction of their budgets following the introduction of
'case-mix funding'.

Yet this government ignores the experts and does
nothing. What is the government doing about this?
It is simply bringing forward spurious motions in
the house.
It is interesting but not surprising to those who
understand the issues that the federal coalition has
dismissed the views of members on that side of the
house that tax incentives ought to be provided to
people who take out private health insurance. The
federal coalition has now dumped that from its
policy. It is not in the federal coalition's The Things
That Matter document. It is clear at the federal level
that some sense has prevailed.
Mr Ooyle interjected.

Mr THWAITES - Either that or The Things That
Matter is quite misleading because, as I understand
it, the initial draft referred to tax incentives but they
have since been taken out Perhaps the honourable
member for Malvern will have more information on
that to reveal to the house.

It is dear that The Things That Matter, which sets out
the new policy direction of the federal coalition,
appears to have abandoned the Fightback promise
to provide more than $1.4 billion in tax incentives a
year. The policy document says that the coalition
believes in strong and viable public and private
health systems working together so that the public
has a genuine choice. It also says that in this context
it aclcnowledges the important role of private health
insurance. According to the document, 4 out of 10
hospital bills are paid by private health insurance
and it contributes more to the overall health budget
than the Medicare levy.
The policy document reaffirms the current direction
taken by the federal Labor government in the area. It
also says that the federal coalition would give
everyone access to hospital treatment through the
dual system of public and private hospitals and it

It says nothing about financial and tax incentives.
Those promises seem to have been mysteriously
dropped. I am sure this has ruffled a few feathers.
The federal coalition's shadow health minister,
Bronwyn Bishop, is rumoured to have lost a heated
party room debate to have the commitment to tax
rebates for private health insurance reaffinned.
Perhaps the state health minister and the honourable
member for Portland have had their feathers ruffled,
too, because the federal coalition dearly appears to
have realised that tax incentives for private health
insurance do not matter.
The honourable member for Portland quoted former
Senator Graham Richardson and sought to find
some solace in those comments. It is extraordinary
that the government can find only Labor figures as
the basis for its information and advice. Be that as it
may, the honourable member should have quoted
the whole Bulletin article. Mr Richardson said:
The dropouts from private health insurance are mostly
younger and healthier people. They present no
problem now because, apart from incidents of trauma,
they are unlikely to need the services of public
hospitals.

Or Napthine - What does he say next?
Mr THWAITES - He went on to say that in the
long term there is a problem; but that is the issue the
federal health minister, Carmen Lawrence, has
addressed in the decisive action that she took last
week. Although it is true that Graham Richardson,
along with most other informed players in this area,
recognises that there will be a long-term effect on the
declining rate of health insurance, he does not say and has never said - the declining rate of private
health insurance is causing the kinds of problems
that the honourable member for Portland claims are
occurring in the system today. The honourable
member selectively quoted Mr Richardson who
referred to the future and said there was not much
of a problem now. He cited him as an expert but
then went on to claim that there was a $570 million
cost to the Victorian government as a result of the
declining rate of private health insurance. That is
another example of a totally misleading approach.

Or Napthine interjected.
Mr THWAITES - How much is it?
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Or Napthine interjected.
Mr THWAITES - That is very interesting. The
government is now claiming it will cost $570 million
between now and some time in the future. You
might as well say between now and, say, 10, 20 or 30
years hence. It's just fairyland stuff. The very figures
that the government has used are not even
supported by Bronwyn Bishop, the federal
coalition's own shadow minister. She says the total
figure for Australia is about $100 million. I do not
know how this government can say it is $570 million
for Victoria alone.
The figures that are being quoted are extremely
misleading. In the first case they exaggerate the level
of decline; and in the second case a drop-out average
is used that has the recession as a main component.
Of course the recession was the period during which
the greatest decline in private insurance occurred. In
fact there is good evidence to suggest that the
economic situation of the country as a whole has the
biggest effect on the level of private insurance, not
tax incentives or other types of incentives.
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doing what the government says ought to happen.
She has not only taken decisive action to improve
the efficiency of private insurance but also said she
will negotiate if the Medicare agreement trigger of
2 per cent is reached. She is doing all that, yet what
is the government doing? Nothing! These people are
doing nothing. They are sitting back smugly,
pocketing the extra money the Commonwealth
gives, continuing to pull the guts out of our public
health system and duckshoving the problem onto
the commonwealth. That just shows they are not
worthy of government!
One of the important things about being in
government is taking decisions yourself, not trying
to duckshove or put all the blame on someone else.
That is all this government is capable of doing. It
ought to recognise that the federal government has
taken decisive action. It ought to recognise that the
federal government has agreed to renegotiate
Medicare if the trigger is reached. The government
also ought to recognise that in that context the only
problem this decline is causing is a dollar problem,
which is being fixed by the commonwealth's putting
more money in.

If members on the other side had a look at the work

being done on private insurance, they would learn
that numerous experts have looked at the issue and
that all of them have found that the correlation
between supposed financial incentives and the level
of private insurance is extremely complex - and it
does not show, in any sense, the direct correlation
the member would have us believe exists.
The next thing that is misleading about the figures
being thrown around is that the average episode
cost is claimed to be $2331. Of course, that figure is
the average cost across the whole commWlity and
includes people over 65. Therefore, it is an inflated
figure, especially when one realises that the people
who are dropping out of the system are not the
over-65s but young people who do not use health
care and the hospital system at the same level. Once
again that is another way in which that figure is
inflated and misleading.
The bottom line is that the figure is just a complete
fantasy. But some cost is incurred by the Victorian
government as a result of the decline in private
insurance. The federal minister has recognised that
and has put more money in; yet the Victorian
government is still complaining. The Medicare
agreement even provides for renegotiation when
there is a drop in the level of private insurance and that will go ahead. The federal minister has
already said there will be a renegotiation, so she is

But all the other problems we are seeing - the
problems in our emergency departments, with
people laying on trolleys for 48 to 52 hours; the
problems expert surgeons talk about of being unable
to provide proper teaching; the problems the Royal
District Nursing Service has raised about people
being discharged too early; the problem identified
by Professor Step hen Duckett, who talks about
budget cuts being so excessive that they will
undermine case-mix funding; and the problems
country hospitals face in even surviving - have
nothing to do with private insurance and everything
to do with this government's mismanagement, its
budget cuts and its inability to face up to the
responsibility it has to run a proper health system.
Mr DOYLE (Malvern) - Mr Deputy Speaker, I
suppose that like me and many other members of
this house you are a keen watcher of the Yes,
Minister and Yes, Prime Minister television series. My
favourite episode is the one in which Jim Hacker is
thinking of making a decision or a statement - I
cannot remember which - and Sir Humphrey tells
him that if he were to do so, the decision would be
'courageous'. When Sir Humphrey told him that,
even Jim Hacker had the sense to know it was not
the thing to do. I must say to the honourable
member for Albert Park, 'Shadow minister, you
made a courageous statement during the course of
your speech'. I wrote his statement down because
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many of my lawyer friends in here tell me that that
is what you should do when you want to recall
something verbatim. The honourable member said
a t the start of his speech:
Any effect of decline of private health insurance is
minuscule.

At first I thought he must have made a mistake, but
then he actually repeated it. That was very
interesting! I wonder what all the private hospitals
around metropolitan Melbourne and all the private
hospitals and bush nursing hospitals around rural
Victoria will say when we send them that quotation,
telling them that the shadow Minister for Health
courageously believes that any decline in private
health insurance will have only a minuscule effect. I
am not sure whether that is a description of naivety
or stupidity. But we will come back to that one!
He also said, in a masterful piece of assertion, that
we on this side hate Medicare - but he never
backed that up. We did not hear a quote from The
Things That Matter, which says we are actually
committed to it, just as we are to bulk billing. He
asked what we were going to do? I will talk about
that in a moment, too; but I will also argue that the
responsible incentives sought by those paying for
health insurance are important.
Then the shadow minister had the breathtaking
effrontery to tell us to get our house in order.
Treating an extra 61 000 patients last year was not a
bad way of getting our house in order. That is our
role - to be more efficient. In the majority of his
speech the honourable member for Albert Park
simply ignored the fact that health must be a
partnership between state and federal governments.
His attempt to abrogate all responsibility was
actually quite clever. He tried to shift the blame from
the state and federal Labor parties while accusing us
of not coming up with any solutions. But more of
that in a moment, too.
Health must be a partnership. We heard the
honourable member for Albert Park use the word
'duckshove' a number of times. I suggest to him that
tha t best sums up his entire speech. If there is a
responsible partnership between the state and
federal spheres, you cannot just ask, 'What are you
going to do?'. Instead, you must come up with a
partnership that will work. I suggest that treating an
extra 61000 patients in a year is not a bad answer to
the question, 'What are you going to do?' What then
can the federal minister do, given this state's greater
efficiency?
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The federal minister can ride on the back of Victoria
and rip that money out of the Victorian system. I
thought 'Get your house in order' was a
breathtaking throwaway, but 'She's given you more'
is more breathtaking. I would not even be brave
enough to say it was being economical with the
truth, because it was worse than that.
The facts are these. From 1992-93 to 1993-94 the total
hospital funding grant to Victoria from the
commonwealth declined from $1.0059 billion to
$1.0055 billion. That is the truth. That is not a case of
'She's given you more'; it is a decrease of $400 000.
Adding to that the fact that 61000 more patients
were treated in that year, I wonder where that
'more' has come from. It is just a fallacy, a make-up
and an assertion, which we heard plenty of in the
speech of the honourable member for Albert Park.
I return to the statement he made about the decline
in private health insurance levels having a
minuscule effect because that will be one of the
things that may come back to haunt the shadow
Minister for Health in what looked like being a
reasonable career on that side, even allowing for the
lack of talent there. I do not think that proposition
can be allowed to stand any longer: it demonstrates
a fundamental misunderstanding of how the health
scenario in Victoria is different from every other
state in Australia, both historically and on present
facts. In Victoria the relationship between public and
private hospitals and private health insurance cover
and total health funding is more critical than
anywhere else in Australia.
The honourable member for Albert Park also spoke
about the importance of talking to practitioners and
trotted out highly selective examples. I have spoken
to practitioners too; I have been to one of the great
private hospitals, which happens to be in my
electorate - St Frances Xavier Cabrini Hospital and spoken to the chief executive officer about
private hospitals. He told me that 15 or 20 years ago
private hospitals were pretty much a cottage
industry, but now that is not the case. They have
taken up a partnership with the public hospitals
which is crucial to the health scenario in Victoria. He
views with concern what might happen to the
smaller private hospitals. The 'courageous'
statement of the honourable member for Albert Park
seems to completely ignore all the health needs of
rural Victoria, and smaller private hospitals.
His is an interesting theory. Last year I had the
pleasure of going around Victoria for the Minister
for Health with the Honourable Barry Bishop, the
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member for North Western Province in another
place, and talking to 53 private providers from the
Victorian Bush Nursing Association (VENA).

287

60 per cent of total health funding, this wonderful
Medicare levy. It is not. What does it prOvide?
Mr Thwaites interjected.

Mr Thwaites interjected.
Mr DOYLE - Just listen and learn a little, or just
close your ears: go on with your normal practice.
The honourable member for Portland pOinted out
the importance of the VBNA in rural Victoria and its
importance to the social and community fabric of all
of those little country towns. Go out to Murrayville,
Natimuk and Mallacoota and talk to the people in
those communities about the decline in private
health insurance having only a minimal effect on the
health solutions of towns like that. Go to towns like
Sea Lake, where once the level of private health
insurance cover in the community was about
85 per cent but is now around 30 per cent. Tell the
people of that community that the decline in private
health cover is having only a minimal effect on the
health presence in that town. They will laugh at you;
and so they should.
That is what is being put at risk when you say that
the decline in private health insurance has only a
minimal effect in Victoria. You are saying that the
health presences - the hospitals and the Victorian
BU$h Nursing Association agencies - in places like
A voca, Natirnuk, Murrayville, Mallacoota and
Phillip Island just do not matter.
Mr Thwaites interjected.
Mr DOYLE - Another critical thing seems to
have been completely misunderstood by the
honourable member for Albert Park when he was
trumpeting the Medicare agreement. Did he ever tell
us what the Medicare levy provides in the total
health funding? That is the great Medicare con, isn't
it? We certainly support universal health coverage,
but let us not con people about the Medicare levy.
What does it provide? Does it provide 80 per cent? I
ask the honourable member for Williamstown: is it
80 per cent of the total health budget?

The DEPUTY SPEAKER -Order! The
honourable member for Malvern should not be
inciting the honourable member for Willic1mstOwn to
become involved in interjections across the chamber;
it is disorderly.
Mr DOYLE - Quite right. Thank you for your
wise guidance again, Mr Deputy Speaker. I will pose
it rhetOrically: I wonder if it is 80 per cent of the total
source of health funding. It is not. I wonder if it is

Mr DOYLE - Oh really! So the Medicare levy
has nothing to do with the debate because it has
nothing to do with the levels of private insurance in
Victoria; nothing to do with the shunting of private
patients into the public system; nothing to do with
the question asked by the honourable member for
Portland: 'Where do people go when they drop out
of private health insurance?'. Nothing to do with it?
TItink again. Does the levy provide 25 per cent of the
funding? No, it does not. Does it provide
10 per cent? No, it does not. Only 7 per cent of the
sources of health funding come from the Medicare
levy -that is the con.

Mr Thwaites interjected.
Mr DOYLE - 'So what!' retorts the honourable
member for Albert Park. Apart from the elegance of
that interjection, what a breathtaking ignorance of
the scene in Victoria his comment displays. I wonder
what he thinks private insurance funding
contributes? The answer is 11 per cent. So the
honourable member telling us that the effect of the
decline of private insurance will be minuscule is a
total misreading of the sources of health funding in
Victoria.
Let us talk about what that means. That was one
other thing the honourable member for Albert Park
got wrong when talking about the future and future
costs. When we talk about where those people go, it
is important to say that built into clause 16.3(c) of
the Medicare agreement is an understanding that
when people drop out of private health insurance
they will have about half the utilisation of public
facilities that the rest of the population has.
What does that mean in costs? It means that in the
year 1994, if the honourable member for Albert Park
wants the present - because he got a little confused
about projections into the future, which is where
they normally point - the cost to Victoria is $59.4
million. As the honourable member for Portland
pointed out, that means that by 1997 the cost to
Victoria will be $553 million.
The honourable member for Albert Park might
argue that that is hypothetical, but in fact that trend
is already there and that assumption is built into the
Medicare agreement. As he also pointed out, the
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declines in private health insurance coverage levels
are matters of fact and of present history.
I will mention another thing which has not been
mentioned so far about the confusion at the federal
level of health policy: I wonder what the effect has
been of having three federal health ministers in a
short period of time. Some might think very little.

An honourable member interjected.
Mr DOYLE - Very unhealthy indeed. The
honourable member criticised members on this side
for quoting Senator Richardson, but after Brian
Howe at least we had a breath of fresh air, of reality
in the federal scene, only to see it plucked away
from us and thrown back into Noddyland with the
present federal health minister, Carmen Lawrence.
This is the story. This is the circle that the
honourable member for AIbert Park needs to
understand, and it is not a pretty one. For this
thinking I am indebted to AIan Wooci, who recently
wrote of these matters in the Australian.

An honourable member interjected.
Mr DOYLE -A well-known leftie? In that case
perhaps you should listen carefully. You could be
moved further to the left; that might give you more
votes.
The first thing is that private insurance is costly. I
am not sure whether the honourable member for
Albert Park is privately covered or not, but I am and
so is my family. The cost is difficult for a family; it is
more than $2000 a year. You have to ask yourself,
'What are the benefits of that cost?'. Quite rightly, as
the honourable member for Albert Park pointed out,
echoing the honourable member for Portland although I am not sure if he is aware of thatyounger people drop out of the system. They think,
'If I have a catastrophe the public system will cope
with me; if I need something like arthroscopic
surgery, I am prepared to dip into my pocket to pay
for it'.
Currently the percentage of contributions from
private individuals is 16 per cent of total health
funding, which is an interesting comparison to the
7 per cent Medicare levy trumpeted by the
honourable member for Albert Park. What happens
when those younger people drop out? Insurers are
forced by regulation to price their product to cover
the whole community. The whole community rate
has to be put into their pricing product.
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Here is the thing about the sameness, that Labor
icon of sameness: that regulation means everyone,
whether you're young or old, rich or poor, or
healthy or sick, or high risk or low risk, is regulated.
We may argue that that is fine, because
otherwise - Mr Thwaites interjected.

Mr DOYLE - I am trying to clarify it for you so
you will agree with me. We may argue that that is
fine because otherwise the most vulnerable people
will not have choice, but that is the government's
role, to provide choice. How will you provide that
choice? Who can choose other than the PAYE tax
Medicare levy that does not cover us? What I do is
pay that extra bit to take out private health
insurance, and then I pay because there is a cash gap
between what the medical insurers are allowed to
cover and what the actual cost of the service is. So I
will pay through my taxation system for the levy, I
will pay the private health insurance premiums and
I will then pay to cover the gap between service and
rebate. Do you think that circle will encourage
people back into the system to take the burden off
the public system? The answer is: no.
When the honourable member for Albert Park was
talking about the Medicare system, he tapped into
that great Medicare con, that it actually pays for the
services delivered in public hospitals. As I
demonstrated, that is not the case - it is 7 per cent
of health funding.
Mr Thwaites interjected.

Mr DOYLE - I do not propose abandoning the
community as a rating base for private health
insurance if you want to know where we stand
because the government has a responsibility to care
for all.
The honourable member for Albert Park also quoted
from the United States experience. I was there
recently and it was interesting to listen to their
writhings about universal cover and whether it
meant 100 per cent or 95 per cent cover. They looked
at our mix of private and public providers with
some envy but what they were not looking at with
any envy was the fact that we may well be in 10
years time where they are now, and that is what we
have to address now.

If you want to talk about duckshoving, I point out
that it is not good enough just to say, 'What are your
ideas? You on the other side come up with some
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ideas for the federal minister'. The strategy of the
honourable member for Albert Park for the entirety
of his speech was to claim no responsibility for the
state Labor Party and no responsibility for the
federal Labor Party.
That may be convenient, but it is not convincing.
Maybe tax incentives offer something that will break
that cycle and help to drive down-Mr Thwaites interjected.
Mr DOYLE - I will support them. What we do
not want is some sort of ' compo'.
One of the things that I have found faintly curious
about the wording of parts of the Medicare
agreement is the reference to 'financial assistance'
for Victoria - and the honourable member for
Portland eloquently described how the bonus pool
system doesn't work -as if it were not money paid
by Victorians for health care which should be
returned to them on an equitable financial basis.
That type of wording - 'assistance' -is an insult.
We need a system that is properly funded and
self-sustaining. Thinking about what goes into
making up the funding of any of our services is
where we start to get into trouble because there is
commonwealth, state, local and private funding.
They are all, depending on the different programs,
subject to different funding rules. You have to have
a partnership between state and federal counterparts
and over-regulation usually means inefficiency.
The honourable member for Albert Park wanted to
disclaim responsibility entirely and say, 'You come
up with some solutions'. What we are suggesting is
that there is responsibility on both parties. Sure, we
will get our house in order; we treated 61000 extra
patients last year. How is that for getting your house
in order?
Mr Thwaites interjected.
Mr DOYLE - That is addressing the centre of
things, is it not? 'Let's treat more patients'. How do
we go about funding that?
Mr Thwaites interjected.
Mr DOYLE - We are treating more -61000: a
million fewer is actually the correct phrase! Even if
you were to be correct grammatically you would
still be wrong in fact! Let us look at the Lawrence
package. Does that address the centre of the health
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problems themselves? I have no qualms about a
complaints ombudsman or private patient
charters - they may well be worthy ideas - but if
that is the absolute guts of what the federal
government is proposing to take care of our health
problems, really, it is not just fiddling at the edges, it
is not even just circuses - it will simply not address
the central problems.
Another breathtaking assertion by the honourable
member for Albert Park was that spending on public
hospitals by the commonwealth had increased. He
did not actually support that in any way or offer any
figures. I offer him the actual funding figures from
the commonwealth and demonstrate that there had
been a $400 000 erosion of money from the federal
government. I hope that the next speaker from the
other side may address that and explain to me how a
$400 000 erosion in funding and treatment of 61000
more patients in Victoria equates to the
commonwealth putting in more.
The honourable member for Portland referred to
total health budget funds and pointed to the
decrease in commonwealth spending. The charts
that he tabled for inclusion show a decrease from
39 per cent to 33 per cent, and the projection for 1997
is to 29 per cent: erosion! The honourable member
for Albert Park could not grasp that point; he should
study those charts and I recommend that he read the
honourable member for Portland's speech because it
will demonstrate to him how commonwealth
spending has not increased but has been eroded in
public hospitals, and then consider that the level of
private insurance has been dropping.
The honourable member for Albert Park gave us the
information, as some sort of gift, that the federal
minister had graciously said, 'Yes, I may well look at
it if we get to the trigger of a 2 per cent drop'. Let us
face it, that is the trigger that was written in before
she became federal minister. That is not a concession
from the federal minister; we should be looking at
that as a disaster. We should be saying, There is a
2 per cent drop, we have to invoke this trigger and
look at the funding mechanism again. TIlls is not
something you are offering us, it was supposed to be
a five-year agreement'. How far are we into it now;
nine months? A five-year agreement and we are
already looking at the central mechanism after nine
months. Do not tell me that that is some wonderful
concession by the federal health minister as a great
plan to address the centrum of the health problems
in Australia and Victoria, because it is not. In reality,
it is an admission about the private health insurers.
Remember the honourable member for Albert Park
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saying of the decline that the effects would be
minuscule? Obviously the federal minister does not
think so because that 2 per cent trigger is there. We
should be looking at that as a warning bell, and if it
is not heeded we will be headed down a track that
will mean in the end poorer health services for
Victorians and Australians. That must not happen.
I return to what the federal minister has done at the
centre to try to improve health. Has she made any
attempt to keep the people we already have in
private health insurance in private health insurance?
No. Has she made any attempt to regain those
people whom we have lost - the ones the
honourable member for Albert Park referred to the yOWlg people who are dropping out? No. Has
she done anything to attract new clientele to private
health funds? No. Every three months there is a
drop of 2.2 per cent. What does that mean in
numbers because percentages can mask
perceptions? It means 3000 people every week are
dropping out.
I was going to talk about the preferred-provider
arrangements that were also offered as a central
solution to our problems, but the honourable
member for Albert Park canvassed that admirably
and demonstrated that maybe one could learn from
the five-year experience in Victoria, that that is not
any magical answer. The honourable member for
Albert Park treated that problem in no length, it was
not taken up as a matter by him except in the
passing.
If one is looking at getting one's house in order, then
look at efficiency -look at the extra 61 000 patients!
But with 8000 fewer private patients in 1992-93,
what is the overall picture for Victoria? What is that
telling us? The honourable member for Albert Park
said, 'Talk to the practitioners'. The chief executive
officer of the Cabrini hospital said there is no doubt
there is greater pressure on public hospitals. What
does that mean? It means increased costs. Who does
he mean is left in the private hospitals? - sicker
patients, people who put more demands on services.
Add that to the effect of younger people dropping
out and then you have higher costs to, and of, the
funds once again. Add to that the questions that
yOWlg people are asking about value for money and
the picture gets worse and worse.

Wednesday, 14 September 1994

entirety of the partnership between the federal and
state spheres.
I suggest that we need to go back through that circle
of events as I have described them that leads to a
health picture which will not be so rosy in Victoria if
private health insurance levels continue to decline.
We need to think of some of the things happening
here and Australia-wide and address them in the
federal and state sphere.
First we need to consider the trend: since the
December quarter of 1990, for 15 consecutive
quarters the number of people with private health
insurance has fallen. But trends can be misleading in
one way because they do not give a full picture of
what that means in numbers. It means that since the
JWle quarter of 1991 nearly half a million Victorians
have dropped their private health insurance.
Let us consider the next step. What does that mean
for future demand? It is projected that, based on
current trends, an extra 673500 Victorians will be
relying on the public hospital system by 1997-98. Of
those, 108 000 patients will be seeking treatment in
Victorian public hospitals over the duration of the
existing Medicare agreement. Let us consider the
bottom line: what does that mean as far as cost goes?
It means that the treatment of those 108 000 extra
public hospital patients will cost the state an
additional $574 million.
Those central questions asked originally by the
honourable member for Portland need to be
answered. If people are moving away from private
health insurance, where are they going, who is
treating them, how much will that cost us and how
will we provide for them? At the end of the day one
has to put aside the rhetOric, and recognition of that
fact was disturbingly absent from the speech of the
honourable member for Albert Park.
I make one point about rhetoric versus reality. It is
interesting that our minister has just returned
follOwing an absence from the house. What was she
doing? She was opening the Peter MacCallum
Cancer Institute. While there was windy rhetoric in
this chamber, real things were happening out there.
There is a slight difference.
Mr Thwaites interjected.

Yet the honourable member for Albert Park wants
us to think that in some magical way - to use his
term, duckshoving - we can say, 'The solutions lie
entirely within your hands', as if we can ignore the

Mr DOYLE - The honourable member can
giggle if he likes, but that is the difference. At the
end of the day, where was the mention in the speech
of the honourable member for Albert Park of the
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people who are the patients, of the elderly and the
vulnerable? There was no mention of them.
Opposition Members - Ha, ha!
Mr DOYLE - There was much laughter, just like
then, but when were those people mentioned?
Finally I suggest that in many ways - perhaps that
is why we now see the Leader of the Opposition in
the chamber - this has been a heartening day for
the Leader of the Opposition, because the
honourable member for Albert Park made a
statement that will come back to haunt him from
throughout rural Victoria and the entire
metropolitan health system for the rest of his
political career. His statement that decreases in the
level of private insurance cover will have minuscule
effects upon health care in Victoria demonstrates not
only a complete ignorance of Victoria's health
system and of the private versus public mix that is
so delicately poised here, unlike anywhere else, but
also a callousness that quite frankly I did not think
was in the honourable member for Albert Park.
Mr BRUMBY (Leader of the Opposition) - This
interesting debate has highlighted the absolute
ignorance of some speakers. The last speaker, the
honourable member for Malvern, said that out in the
real world the minister had been opening the new
premises of the Peter MacCallum Cancer Institute;
out in the real world at the Mercy hospital the
Victorian Hospitals Association is meeting with all
of its country members over the crisis occurring in
Victorian country hospitals under your stewardship,
Minister. In the real world where people matter,
where people want their country hospitals, a crisis
meeting is being held at the Mercy hospital today
because you, Minister, are destrOying the country
hospital system in Victoria.
Mrs Tehan - You know nothing about country
Victoria.
Mr BRUMBY - I will come to you in a minute,
Minister. I have dozens of quotes of people
describing you as ignorant, and it is an accurate
description. Duckshoving claims have been made
against the honourable member for Portland. Politics
for ministers in government is a blame game. Who
can they blame? Today the honourable member for
Portland has put up a motion, supported by the
Minister for Health, which tries to shift the blame for
the problems in Victoria's country hospital system to
the federal government.
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A couple of points made in this debate today need to
be addressed immediately. The first is the claim of a
crisis in the Victorian hospital system. It needs to be
made absolutely clear so that there is no mistake
about it that in 1993-94 the Victorian government
gained an extra $246 million from the federal
government.
Or Napthine - Show us where.
Mr BRUMBY -It is in the budget. If you cannot
find it, I will help you. You are relying on the Leader
of the Opposition because you cannot rely on your
Treasurer; he is useless. You want the Leader of the
Opposition and the shadow Minister for Health to
open up the budget books for you and show you
where the money is. Mrs Tehan, we will show you
where the money is. What is worse is that the
government got $246 million and did not even
spend it.
Country hospitals are closing down in Elmore,
Lismore and Mortlake; hospitals in Murtoa and
Clunes have already gone. The total call on the state
budget to keep those hospitals open is just
$2.5 million a year - that is the amount you have
cut from their funding; that is the amount you
cannot find. You have $246 million extra from the
federal government and you have Wlderspent - The AcrING SPEAKER (Mr Maughan) Order! The Leader of the Opposition will address
the Chair.
Mrs Tehan interjected.
Mr BRUMBY - Victorians hope that you do not
continue as Minister for Health.
The AcrING SPEAKER - Order! The Leader of
the OppOSition will please address the Chair.
Mr BRUMBY - That is the sorry state of affairs
of rural health in Victoria. The federal government
has done the right thing by putting an extra
$246 million in the coffers of Victoria, but this
incompetent government cannot even spend it
while, of 30 country hospitals aroWld the state, a
number have already closed and 25 further hospitals
are facing imminent closure. The total call on the
state budget of $15 billion is just $23 million, yet you
cannot find the money to keep those hospitals open.
At the public meeting I attended at Lismore - Mrs Tehan interjected.
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Mr BRUMBY - I have not been to Mortlake. At
the public meeting I attended at Lismore, there was
the embarrassing spectacle of the honourable
member for Portland representing the government
because no-one else had the guts to turn up, did
they, Minister? Where were you? Did you feign
illness as did the Minister for Finance?

Dr NAPTHINE (Portland) -On a point of order,
Mr Speaker, under standing order no. 108 the Leader
of the Opposition has made a disparaging remark
about the Minister for Finance, suggesting that he
feigned illness to avoid attending a meeting at
Lismore. The fact is that the Minister for Finance
was extremely ill, required hospitalisation and was
unable to attend. As soon as he was well enough, the
honourable member for Polwarth attended Lismore
and District Hospital with me and met with the
people there. He has been back another time since.
The Leader of the OppOSition has cast a clear
aspersion on the Minister for Finance and ought to
be asked to withdraw.
The ACTING SPEAKER - Order! I ask the
Leader of the Opposition to please withdraw that
aspersion on the Minister for Finance.
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frankly, everything I have said is absolutely correct,
honest and straightforward.
Mrs TEHAN (Minister for Health) - On the
further point of order, Mr Acting Speaker, you
sought a withdrawal on the first point of order,
which was ignored. Your ruling has been ignored,
and I suggest that an apology and withdrawal
should come before a further point of order is
considered.
Mr TANNER (Caulfield) - Mr Acting Speaker,
you directed the Leader of the Opposition. He
cannot debate the direction. Furthermore, he cannot
debate standing order no. 108, which states:
No member shall use offensive or unbecoming words
in reference to any member of the house and all

imputations of improper motives and all personal
reflections on members shall be deemed disorderly.

If the Leader of the Opposition wishes to continue
with this accusation, he must do so by substantive
motion. He must withdraw the accusation. If he is
not prepared to do so he should move a substantive
motion.

Mr BRUMBY - I am entitled to speak to the
point of order.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER - Order! I have heard
enough on the point of order. I was listening while
in my room. I understand there has been a request
for a withdrawal. The issue has been disputed by the
Leader of the OppOSition, who is now seeking to
make a personal explanation. I will therefore not
force the withdrawal. There is no point of order.

The ACTING SPEAKER - Order! Are you
raising a point of order?

Dr Napthine - He didn't offer to make a
personal explanation.

Mr BRUMBY (Leader of the Opposition) - On
the point of order - Mr McArthur - You have been told to withdraw.

Mr BRUMBY - On a point of order - An Honourable Member - Withdraw!
Mr BRUMBY - I am entitled to raise a point of
order.

The ACTING SPEAKER -Order! Is the Leader
of the Opposition raising another point of order?
Mr BRUMBY - On a further point of order,
Mr Acting Speaker, the fonns of debate for this
house provide that if an accusation that a member
believes is untrue has been made, the member can
make a personal explanation to put his or her side of
events. The honourable member concerned is not in
the house. He has not asked me to withdraw, and,

The DEPUTY SPEAKER - Order! Did I not hear
the Leader of the Opposition correctly? I thought I
heard him say that he wished to make a personal
explanation on the issue.
Mr BRUMBY (Leader of the Opposition) Mr Deputy Speaker, I was saying that I have made a
claim that I believe to be correct. The honourable
member for Portland has taken some offence to that,
but the claim is directed at the Minister for Finance.
If the Minister for Finance believes what I have said
is incorrect, the forms of the house provide for him
to make a personal explanation to put his side of
events.
Mr McArthur interjected.
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Mr BRUMBY - I was at the meeting. You
weren't at the meeting, you buffoon! 1 hope you are
enjoying your first and only tenn in office.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER -Order! The Leader of
the Opposition has been in this place and other
places for long enough to know that that sort of
conduct is not acceptable in Parliament. 1 ask the
Leader of the Opposition, firstly, to withdraw the
comment he made about the honourable member for
Monbulk.
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by members opposite, we will never get on with the
business of the house.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER - Order! I pick up the
comment made by the honourable member for
Albert Park. If honourable members care to read
back through Hansard they will see that 1 have
previously made statements about that very point.
Some honourable members in this place have very
thin skins and have called for the protection of the
Chair against statements that were really just part of
the normal cut and thrust of parliamentary debate.

Mr BRUMBY - I withdraw.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER - Order! Further to the
point of order, the honourable member for Portland
has taken offence at an aspersion cast by the Leader
of the Opposition, and 1 ask the Leader of the
Opposition to withdraw.
Mr Thomson -It was not an aspersion cast on
him.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER - Order! The
honourable member for Pascoe Vale should
understand, particularly as he is leader of business
for the opposition, that under standing orders
members may not cast aspersions against other
members. A request has been made of the Leader of
the Opposition to withdraw that aspersion.
Mr BRUMBY - In deference to the Chair I
withdraw. At the meeting concerned when
apologies were read, an apology was read from the
Minister for Finance, which suggested he may have
been ill; you could tell exactly what the 432 people
thought about the veracity of the minister's excuse.
It was palpable.
Mrs TEHAN (Minister for Health) - On a point
of order, under standing order no. 108 I suggest the
words the Leader of the Opposition has used
similarly reflect on the Minister for Finance. It was
just another means of making the same accusation,
but it is unfounded, and I ask that the Leader of the
Opposition withdraw any words that reflect on the
health of the Minister for Finance at the time of the
meeting.

Mr THW AITES (Albert Park) - On the point of
order, the Leader of the Opposition merely made a
statement about the attitude of some 400 people at a
public meeting in Lismore to the non-attendance of
the Minister for Finance. If we reach a situation in
this place where, if anyone makes any sort of
comment that is critical, it is objected to in some way

We need to be very careful when we come to a
situation like this that we draw on our experience.
That experience tells me that we are starting to set
precedents to a point where the vocabulary will
become so limited that parliamentary debate will be
boring beyond belief.
Mr Hamilton - It is now!
The DEPUTY SPEAKER - Order! With due
respect to all members of this place, I hope that is
not always the case. As Chair of proceedings from
time to time, 1 have encouraged the across-the-table
and across-the-chamber banter to try to stimulate
debate and make it more lively. I hope that is the
intent of everybody in this place, but at the same
time we need to be mindful of standing orders.
At this stage I do not ask the Leader of the
Opposition to withdraw his latest comments, but I
draw his attention to standing order no. 108 and ask
him to be mindful of it when he makes comments
and to ensure that he is not directly casting
aspersions on members. I remind honourable
members that if they continue to raise points of
order that are sensitive - I am not directing that
comment to the Leader of the Opposition but to all
honourable members - all they will do is limit
parliamentary vocabulary, which will stifle good
and productive debate in this chamber.
Mr BRUMBY (Leader of the Opposition) Thank you, for your ruling, Mr Deputy Speaker. It is
extraordinary that today, when representatives of all
the country hospitals in Victoria are meeting at a
crisis meeting at the Mercy hospital - Mrs Tehan - No, they are not.

Mr BRUMBY - Let us get a bit of honesty here.
The Minister for Health says they are not. That is
untrue, Minister. It is a crisis meeting; it is worse
than a crisis.
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Mrs Tehan interjected.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER - Order! The Chair is
reasonably tolerant. It has tried to accept
across-the-table banter. Honourable members who
were in the house earlier would have heard what I
believe was good debate with a lot of
across-the-table banter, but parliamentary
procedures require that remarks be made through
the Chair and not across the table or across the
chamber. I ask all members at the table to remember
that for the sake of orderly debate.
Mr BRUMBY - As I was saying, today, when we
have an important motion before the house, we have
a crisis meeting of country hospitals at the Mercy
hospital. They are holding the crisis meeting because
they are all closing down one after the other. During
the decade of Labor government in the 1980s not one
country hospital in Victoria was forced to close, but
in less than two years of this callous, uncaring,
neglectful and derelict government, a number of
country hospitals have been forced to close and
another 25 are in the gun! That is why country
hospitals are meeting today. They are fighting for
their survival. They are fighting for country
communities and they are fighting for country
people. They are fighting for the farmers who earn
Australia billions and billions and tens of billions of
export income each year. They are fighting to
preserve the doctors in country communities who
are so important to maintaining the good health,
safety and security of country communities.
I do not need to remind you, Mr Speaker, of the
extraordinary attack that has already been made on
country Victoria. I will not go into that because this
motion is not about that. You can talk about schools
or public transport but when you focus particularly
on country hospitals you find that in no other area
has the attack on the rights and entitlements of
country people been so ferocious.
The meeting I attended at Lismore followed a
number of visits to country hospitals I made
recently. Those visits were to Dimboola District
Hospital, Stawell District Hospital, Ripon Peace
Memorial Hospital at Beaufort and Lismore and
District Hospital, and a couple of weeks after that I
visited Kooweerup and Wonthaggi. Country
hospitals right around Victoria face imminent
closure partly because of the combination of case
mix and the way it is applied but predominantly
and fundamentally because of the substantial
cutbacks to the public hospital system and country
hospitals. That is why a crisis meeting is now
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occurring at the Mercy Private Hospital. It is life or
death for these hospitals and for country
communities.
Last week the state budget was brought down. It is a
budget that shows that this financial year there is a
substantial current account surplus of $390 million.
The actual figure is considerably higher than that, as
we will show in the next few weeks, because
revenue has been fudged and some amounts are not
included. The real current account surplus of this
government in this financial year, 1994-95, is more
than half a billion dollars -and that matter was
raised at the public meeting I attended at Lismore.
I note for the record that when I said the budget was
in surplus the honourable member for Portland said
that that was an outright lie and that the budget in
Victoria would not be in surplus until 1996-97. It
concerns me greatly that a backbencher who has
moved a motion in this house today - a person
whom. we would hope, in view of his position as
chair of that country hospital task force -would be
competent to speak on Victoria's finances.
Unfortunately I am wrong!
In what was a major embarrassment for him he got
up at the meeting - it was either a major
embarrassment or a deliberate mistruth, but under
the standing orders of this house I am not allowed to
assert that, so I can only assume it was an
embarrassing major lapse of judgment, lapse of
memory and lapse of knowledge of what is in the
budget papers - and said that the budget is still in
big deficit and will not be in surplus until 1996-97.
To set the record straight, the budget is in surplus by
$SOO million plus, and the total demand - Mrs Tehan interjected.
Mr BRUMBY - Here we have the Minister for
Health -the person who is making all these
judgments about whether people live or die in the
Victorian hospital system and whether ambulances
turn up on time - saying that the budget is not in
surplus. The first paragraph of the budget speech
talks about the surplus. Minister, for goodness sake,
it is $390 million in surplus, yet here you are running
the health system, cutting things to the bone, cutting
into the marrow and you don't even know that the
budget is in surplus - s-u-r-p-I-u-s - by $390
million! Unbelievable!
The SPEAKER - Order! The honourable
member must address the Chair.
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Mr BRUMB), - The malaise in this government
extends not only through the backbench but through
the ministry as well, where people making major
decisions about the living standards of Victoria whether Victorians in country Victoria live or die
and whether their hospitals are closed - do not
even know what was in the budget speech or that on
the Treasurer's own figures there is a budget surplus
this year of $390 million, but in actual real tenns, if
you unfudge the figures, it is more than half a billion
dollars.

All the little country hospitals that support the rural
communities want to stay open. The total annual
budget to keep those hospitals running is
$23 million out of a state health budget of $2.3
billion and a total state budget of $15 billion. The
state budget records a surplus and there is a little bit
of money from things like cuts to land tax - we will
come to those in the next few weeks - but who
reaps the benefit of that $20 million cut in land tax?
The government could not even find $2.5 million to
allow country hospitals to remain open. This is a
miserable government; it is a government that has
lost sight of the fundamentals.
In May the Minister for Health promised $7 million
for capital works for all country hospitals right
across Victoria. She said that was a Significant
amount that would help country hospitals. This is a
government that has lost sight of priorities. In the
same statement - remember that one? - the
Premier and the Treasurer announced $9 million for
their new Taj Mahal! This is a government that has
totally lost track of priorities. It can find $9 million
for new offices for the Premier and the Treasurer but
for the country hospital system that serves more
than a million Victorians - decent Victorians, great
Victorians, people who have built this state up to
what it is - the government cannot find more than
$7 million for capital works.
This is a government that stands indicted by its
cutbacks to the country health system. I will go back
a month to the new targets set under case mix and
look at what they meant to some country hospitals.
The figures released by the Minister for Health show
that Maffra District Hospital was forced to pay back
$153 000; Ouyen and District Hospital, $221 000;
St Arnaud District Hospital, $44 000; Timboon and
District Hospital, $49 000; Warracknabeal District
Hospital, $219 000; Creswick District Hospital,
$82000; Dimboola District Hospital, $77 000; and
Elmore District Hospital, $51000.
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There is no bill in there for the Minister for Health to
pay back $200 000 for her new offices! But for the
poor little country hospitals, the ones trying to do a
decent job of making the changes and becoming
more efficient because they have gone through a
decade of difficult times, the minister wants to
amputate them at the legs, close them down,
dismember them bit by bit.
I am very concerned that some of the callous cuts
being made by this government will leave many a
country community without a doctor and without
an acute bed, and potentially there could be a breach
of the Medicare agreement. When the
commonwealth government - a good
government - gave money to Victoria the Minister
for Health had to sign a Medicare agreement
because the commonwealth wanted to make sure in
handing over large amounts of taxpayers' money to
Victoria that every Victorian is treated fairly and
reasonably and that every Victorian has access to
health care.
Principle 3 of the Medicare agreement states that to
the maximum practical extent the state will ensure
the provision of public hospital services equitably to
all eligible persons regardless of geographic location.
A basic range of services must be made available in
rural areas in accordance with standard clinical
procedures.
I am extremely concerned that the imminent
closures - particularly around Lismore, Mortlake
and throughout that area -will mean that some
country Victorians will be an hour or more from
medical services and will therefore not be serviced
equitably by this state government in line with the
intent of the Medicare agreement. I understand the
commonwealth government is very concerned. It
has put a lot of money into Victoria and is not about
to see that money frittered away on $9 million
offices for the Premier and the Treasurer and
hundreds of thousands of dollars for new offices for
the Minister for Health.
Dr Napthine interjected.
The SPEAKER - Order! The honourable
member for Portland has already contributed to the
debate. I ask him to remain silent.
Mr BRUMB)' - The government has spent
hundreds of thousands of dollars on the offices of
the Minister for Health and in the meantime small
country hospitals that are doing an excellent job are
being cut to bits and dismembered. A rescue
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package for country hospitals must be devised. The
government is ill served by members of its
backbench who have not stood. up for the interests of
country Victoria.
The meeting I attended at Lismore was notable for
the absence of government members. When
apologies were noted, firstly, from the Minister for
Local Government there was a Mexican wave; for an
honourable member for Western Province, the
Honourable Bruce Chamberlain, the Mexican wave
gathered momentum; and when it was announced
that the local member, the Minister for Finance,
could not attend because of illness there was a large
Mexican wave like that at the MCG, accompanied by
munnurs of people obviously vOicing their
disapproval at the lack of courage of local members
who would not turn up to represent their electorates.
It is not hard to solve the problem confronting
country hospitals. Firstly, the Minister for Health
must examine case-mix funding, particularly for
hospitals with fewer than 15 beds, because it should
be more flexible and take into account the needs of
country communities; secondly, there should be
compensation for additional freight, transport and
staff costs; thirdly, the government should take
responsibility for long service leave payments until
1998; and fourthly, the government should provide
some assistance with accounting and management
functions.

The cost of those additional services is between
$1 million to $2 million a year. It would be a couple
of million dollars a year out of a health budget of
$2.3 billion, a state budget of $15 billion and a state
gross domestic product of more than $100 billion.
Mr Hamilton interjected.
Mr BRUMBY - The government can allocate
nearly $100 million for the Australian grand prix
with no feasibility study, competitive economic
assessment or economic impact statement. It does
that because it is something that will help Hudson
Conway.
Mr Thwaites -It is a quarter of Ross Wilson's
salary.
Mr BRUMBY - It is a question of priorities. The
Treasurer has approved an $8 million salary package
for the head of Tabcorp and a $3.5 million package
for someone else for work allegedly done in selling
the Tabcorp float - the biggest financial disaster
this state has seen because of an incompetent and
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useless Treasurer - but it cannot find $2 million to
help country hospitals!
I want the Minister for Health to do those things and
I also want members of the National Party and those
members of the Liberal Party who represent rural
seats to stand up and be counted. A National Party
member wanted to take part in this debate but
because of the inane interjections and points of order
taken by the Minister for Health and other
government backbenchers he did not have time that is a great disappointment.
A crisis meeting being held today at the Mercy
hospital attended by representatives of country
hospitals throughout the state has expressed concern
about duckshoving, people trying to avoid blame
and responsibility, the imminent closure of 25
country hospitals and decent, hard-working country
Victorians who want no more than access to acute
hospital beds within their local communities. That is
all they want. They know if they lose those hospitals
they lose the doctors.
The SPEAKER - Order! The honourable
member's time has expired.
Mr RYAN (Gippsland South) - I have great
pleasure supporting the motion moved by the
honourable member for Portland. Before referring to
the motion I must say that the purported crisis
meeting at the Mercy hospital today referred to
repeatedly by the Leader of the Opposition is not a
crisis meeting at all. The chairman of that meeting,
Mr John Smith, is a member of the Rural Hospitals
Task Force and Anita Wood. is a key speaker at the
meeting. They are looking at ways to improve the
provision of services at country hospitals. The
meeting has nothing to do with any crisis.
Country hospitals are getting on with the job of
delivering services to their communities, and that is
what the meeting is about this morning. It is pathetic
to hear the Leader of the OppOSition do his usual
parliamentary bashing of the Minister for Health
and raise matters that he knows are wrong, or
should know are wrong if he bothered to inquire
about them. It is a day of positives.
I shall refer to an issue that has not been addressed
during the debate so far. There is a fundamental,
ideological problem in the approach taken by the
federal Labor government which is reflected in the
way the federal Minister for Human Services and
Health has approached the issue. The federal Labor
government cannot grasp the necessity for a
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partnership between the public health system and
the invaluable contribution made by the private
health system. It insists on believing there is a ruse,
so it characterises the private health system as an
appendage to the public health system. The federal
government cannot face the fact that it does not have
all the answers nor does it have ownership of the
issue.
Mr Thwaites interjected.
The SPEAKER - Order! I warn the honourable
member for Albert Park that his interjections are
disorderly.
Mr RY AN - The federal government should
recognise the contribution made by the private
health system. I oppose what the honourable
member for Albert Park has said. This is not a
minuscule problem; it will have immense
consequences. Since 1982 approximately 4 million
Australians have dropped their private health
subscriptions, and it cannot go on. The federal
health minister must recognise that fact and adopt
appropriate policies to address this awful issue that
the country faces and which is reflected in what is
happening in Victoria.
Victoria's publiC health system has treated 61 000
public patients so far this year additional to the
number it treated for the same period last year, yet
since 1988 the commonwealth government's
contribution to the public health system has reduced
from 39 per cent to 33 per cent. By 1997 the
Commonwealth contribution will reduce to 29 per
cent!
On 17 June, Steve Dow referred to this issue in the
Australian in an article entitled 'Cabinet dilemma

over prognosiS for help' and said:
The big problem is cabinet faces the ideological barrier
of its Labor soul mates, who yesterday, it was revealed,
rejected the fundamental tenet of the Richardson
reforms'.

The former federal Minister for Health, Senator
Richardson, had the guts to come to grips with the
real issue. He put a basket of proposals to cabinet
and even argued with the Prime Minister.
Mr Thwaites interjected.
The SPEAKER - Order! I again caution the
honourable member for Albert Park and I ask him to
keep quiet. I will not caution him again.

Mr RYAN - Senator Richardson went for the
high jump, and we now have this leftist minister
running the public health system in Australia. This
problem will not go away urlless and until the
federal Labor government comes to grips with the
ideological problems it has visited on this nation.
I now highlight the seriousness of this problem. In
1982, 78 per cent of Victorians were covered by
private health insurance, but now only 38 per cent
are covered and that figure is dropping. This is
happening on a national scale. There is no better
example than the Prime Minister and the federal
minister for health, who are both in the disgraceful
situation of not being covered by private health
insurance. That is testimony to the approach
adopted by the federal government to an issue of
national importance. They should come to grips
with that and do something about it.
The SPEAKER - Order! I must interrupt the
honourable member. When the matter is next before
the Chair he will have the call.
Debate interrupted pursuant to sessional orders.
Sitting suspended 1.00 p.m. until 2.05 p.m.
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Tabcorp: float
Mr BRUMBY (Leader of the Opposition) - My
question is directed to - Mr Kennett - Is this for me?
Mr BRUMBY - No, next time you'll get yours!
The SPEAKER - Order! I ask the Leader of the
Opposition to ask his question and the Premier to
stop interjecting.
Mr BRUMBY - I refer the Treasurer to his
comment in the house yesterday that success fees
such as that paid to Mr Michael Tilley to oversee the
TAB float were' quite common' and I ask: will the
Treasurer inform the house how much the success
fee was and what Mr Tilley did to justify receiving
that fee?
Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer) - The Leader of
the OppOSition has already made assertions about
what he understands the fee to be! As I said
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yesterday, Mr Tilley carried out his role in a very
professional manner. At least he contributed to the
success of the float, unlike the irresponsible actions
of the Leader of the Opposition.
Mr Brumby interjected.
Mr STOCKDALE - You said it was a failure.
lbat's how we know it's not true!

Privatisation
Mr TANNER (Caulfield) - Will the Premier
inform the house whether the federal government's
move towards privatisation will affect commercial
life in Victoria and whether today's demonstration
outside Parliament House will in any way convince
the Premier to alter the privatisation program of
some of Victoria's trading businesses?
Mr KENNETf (Premier) - The federal
government is about to make some very major
decisions about whether and how it is going to
privatise a number of community assets.
Perhaps the most important watershed for this
decision-making process will occur in Tasmania at
the federal government's ALP conference. I suspect
that the ALP is going to support the privatisation of
airports, and I understand that the Leader of the
Opposition will be supporting it. Is that correct?

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr KENNETf - I understand that the Leader of
the Opposition has given some of the powerbrokers
within the Australian Labor Party an assurance that
he will be supporting the privatisation of the
Melbourne Airport. We thank him for that support
because it is a major decision for the federal
government to make.
Mr Dollis interjected.
Mr KENNETf - What was that, Demetri? It
affects our assets. Are you in favour of it or against
it?
The SPEAKER - Order! Under the standing
orders the Chair cannot allow questioning and
counterquestioning across the table.
Mr KENNETT - My understanding is that the
federal government will be moving to privatise
Australian airports, and we very much support that.
It will give us the opportunity to maximise
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opportunities for Melbourne Airport in respect of
passenger travel and, more importantly, cargo
travel. Unfortunately, the decline of many
international airlines through direct flights to
Melbourne has substantially reduced cargo capacity,
and that needs to be upgraded.
In respect of the federal government's move to
follow Victoria's policies, this government believes
the community and businesses are better off in the
hands of the private sector, and we will watch with
interest the support the Leader of the Opposition
gives to the community and the Prime Minister in
pursuing that objective. Nobody can rely on the
support of the Deputy Leader of the Opposition. I
understand he has given an assurance that he will be
voting the other way. With one voting in favour and
the other voting against, one can see that there is no
need for either of them to attend any of the
deh'berations of the conference. As to the activity
today--

Mr Dollis interjected.
The SPEAKER - Order! Will the Deputy Leader
of the Opposition remain silent? The Chair
understands very well - but I ask him to remain
silent.
Mr KENNETT - This is the most animated
Demetri has been since he got the job! The
demonstration today should clearly serve as a very
real message to the trade union movement and to
the ALP. It was expected that 25 000 would attend,
but they were lucky to get 3500. The vast majority of
employees, whether they are unionised or
non-unionised, are now working with the
government to deliver better opportunities in this
state.
I can assure the honourable member for Caulfield
that the demonstration today will in no way stop
this government from delivering good government;
and more importantly, honourable members will
find that more and more Victorians are supporting
the positive work we are doing. I suppose there was
a real message, though, and I offer - Mr Cole interjected.
Mr KENNETT - The honourable member asks
about timetables for the SEC. We know from his
background that he is a slow learner, but we have
spelt that out clearly. The process has already started
and will continue to work through to 2000, when we
will have a fully deregulated market.
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Based on the very small attendance at today's rally, I
say to Mr Halfpenny and the trade union movement
that this is a real opportunity for them to start
contributing in a very real form and in full measure
to the advancement of this state. I hope the Victorian
Trades Hall Council will take notice of the very
small attendance today and recognise that the vast
majority of Australians and Victorians - regardless
of whether they are union members or otherwise or
whether they are of our persuasion or support the
ALP -are overwhelmingly as one, working
towards improvements and a prosperous
21st century.
I extend the offer to John Halfpenny. He should
recognise that the time has come to lay down his
arms and start working.

Tabcorp: float
Mr BRUMBY (Leader of the Opposition) - I
refer the Treasurer to his comments in the house
yesterday when he said that the appointment of
Mr Michael Tilley to oversee the TAB float was
made on merit. Will the Treasurer provide to the
house the transcript of Mr Tilley's evidence to the
Supreme Court in the case involving the Sandridge
Development Corporation and the state of Victoria?
Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer) - No.

Peter MacCalIum Cancer Institute
Mrs McGILL (Oakleigh) - Will the Minister for
Health inform the house of the advantages to
Victoria flowing from the move by the Peter
MacCallum Cancer Institute to its new premises in
St Andrews Place, East Melbourne?
Mrs TEHAN (Minister for Health) - This
morning I was privileged to be with the Premier
when he officially opened the new Peter MacCallum
Cancer Institute in St Andrews Place. It is an
outstanding building. Tribute should be paid to the
architects, Stevenson and Turner; to the builders;
and to all those involved in the construction of the
new building and the redevelopment of the old
St Andrew's Hospital to make an outstanding new
site for the Peter MacCallum Cancer Institute.
The Peter MacCallum Cancer Institute was started in
1949, nearly SO years ago, by Sir Peter MacCallum. A
number of debates occurred as to whether it should
be a stand-alone cancer institute or whether the
service should be delivered in a general hospital
setting. It was decided that the Peter MacCallum

299

institute should stay as a stand-alone establishment,
which was a wise decision. Now, given the
resources available in the new facility, the institute
will develop as a world leader in research into and
the treatment of cancer and in the care of cancer
patients.
The institute is doing very innovative work, with
nurses being assigned to individual patients. They
are working with the Caritas Christi Hospice and
other hospitals in developing palliative care for
those who will not recover from cancer. It is an
outstanding service in an outstanding building.
The institute is compatible with the government's
cancer and heart offensives. As the house will know,
cancer and disease of the heart are the two biggest
killers of Victorians and Australians. Those diseases
have been neglected in many areas - early
intervention, screening and research. This institute
will be a real step forward in providing services,
offering care and developing research into cancer
treatment in Victoria.
The hospital was developed with a grant of about
$60 million from the Victorian government, but the
cost of building was effectively $14 million less than
anticipated. An additional $12 million has been
raised by the Victorian public, including some very
generous donations from Sir Donald Trescowthick,
the Beeson family and the Smorgons - as well as a
large number of donations from people all around
Victoria.
We should all be proud of the new facility. I
encourage members of the house to view the
excellent building that is now the new Peter
MacCallum Cancer Institute.

Tabcorp: float
Mr BRUMBY (Leader of the Opposition) - I
refer the Treasurer to the scathing criticism of
Mr Michael Tilley's economic credentials made in
evidence to the Supreme Court in the Sandridge
case. Following that criticism did Mr Tilley offer the
Treasurer his resignation, and did the Treasurer
refuse to accept it because 'it would stuff up the
float'?
Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer) - The Leader of
the Opposition has an extremely fertile imagination.

Honourable members interjecting.
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Mr STOCKDALE - Yesterday he suggested that
there was more than one contract with Mr Tilley's
company for the selling of the TAB. There was not.
Tnere was only one.
Mr Brumby interjected.
Mr STOCKDALE - There was no renegotiation,
you clown. You don't know what you're talking
about - and there is nothing unusual about that!
The SPEAKER - Order! The Leader of the
Opposition has asked his question; he ought to at
least listen to the reply.
Mr STOCKDALE - I am not and never have
been part of the proceedings involving Sandridge. I
do not know of any allegations made, if any, against
Mr Tilley. I am not in a position to comment on the
ravings of the Leader of the Opposition.
All I say is that the government had confidence in
Mr Tilley at all stages. I do not recall any discussion
whatever of any suggestion that he would resign his
position with the float. The government was not
embarrassed by having one of Australia's leading
businessmen involved in the float as its financial
adviser. He did a very good job, which is more than
I can say for you - and more than they can say for
you!

Trade with Asia
Mr FINN (Tullamarine) - Will the Minister for
Industry and Employment advise the house of the
latest developments in Victoria's increasing trade
push into Asia?
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That title is being hard earned through the
commitment of a lot of people. A senior executive of
Toyota is quoted in an article headed 'Toyota backs
vision' as saying:
We want to make Victoria world competitive and the
Kennett government is playing a major role.

Here you have one of Australia's leading
manufacturers giving recognition that is well
deserved. Another comment is:
Japanese companies are amongst the first foreign
investors to call Victoria home.

I am pleased to be able to stand in this house and
say that five of the last six Japanese investments that
have come to this country have come to Victoria. We
are not resting on our laurels. Another trade mission
will be taken to China and Korea later this year, in
late October and November. Already the mission is
fully subscribed. That is testimony to the
commitment this government is making in this
regard.
I refer to the results that have come out of a
connection I made in Singapore when I was there
recently. I had occasion to meet with the senior
executives of Singapore Airlines, who have allowed
me to announce today that they will add an
additional 16 direct cargo flights out of Melbourne.
Every Tuesday they will be flying out of Victoria
between now and the end of this year. This is as a
direct consequence of the increase in product that is
moving out of the state, mainly in the areas of food
and automotive parts.
Honourable Members - Hear, hear!

Mr GUDE (Minister for Industry and
Employment) - I thank the honourable member for
Tullamarine for raising this question. I think it is
appropriate that he should do so, being the
representative of an area that is very largely growing
as a transport hub for Victoria and indeed for
Australia and is committed to achieving that goal.
It is also appropriate that it should coincidentally be
raised on the day that the Australian newspaper's
highly respected supplement 'Business Asia'
reported on some very interesting results for
Victoria. I think some of the remarks concerning this
state that appeared in that supplement are worth
being referred to in this house today. First of all:
Victoria is fast becoming Australia's' A-Team' in Asia.

Mr GUDE - Singapore Airlines is to be
commended for showing this initiative and backing
the state that is doing the work. I also expect with
some confidence that we will see an increase in
direct passenger flights in the not-too-distant future
by the same airline, which is a continuing example
of its commitment.
Further, I advise the house that I have appointed the
Honourable Bill Hartigan in another place as
Chairman of the Air Freight Users Group, which
comprises Victorian businesses that are very keen to
see further improvements in the hub at Tullamarine
to further advantage this state, particularly as we
move into Asia and Europe.
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That comes on the heels of the comments the
Premier made in the first response he gave to a
question earlier this day concerning the value we
believe will come out of the privatisation of the
airport at Tullamarine. All of these things put
together are good news for Victoria.
Honourable Members - Hear, hear!

Tabcorp: float
Mr BRUMBY (Leader of the Opposition) - My
question is to the Treasurer.
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study prepared by VIPAC Engineers and Scientists
Pty Ltd, and if so what are its conclusions?
Mr McNAMARA (Minister for Tourism) Honourable members will recall that when
Mr Frank O'Connor was Mayor of South
Melbourne - he was well known as an outspoken
critic of the grand prix - he ensured that prior to its
absorption into the City of Port Phillip the former
City of South Melbourne appointed independent
consultants to look at the effects of the grand prix.
The firm of consultants the coundl employed,
VIP AC Engineers and Scientists Pty Ltd, is well
regarded as an independent authority.

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr BRUMBY - I refer the Treasurer to his
failure yesterday to inform the house of whether he
was aware of the longstanding business
relationships between Mr Ross Wilson, Mr Michael
Tilley and Mr Peter Scanlon, former Elders IXL
executives, when he appointed Mr Tilley to oversee
the TAB float. Given the $8 million which is being
paid to Mr Wilson and the fee of more than
$3 million which has been paid to Mr Tilley, exactly
when did the Treasurer become aware of their
longstanding business relationship?
Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer) - The government
has engaged a wide range of consultants in relation
to the reform of state-owned enterprises. We look to
the expertise and the experience of the people we
engage. We have engaged a very wide range of
people.
I think the Leader of the Opposition is unaware of
the fact that his continuing attacks on Mr Tilley do
not have credibility in the Melbourne business
community and that Mr Tilley has been a very
valued adviser to a very wide range of Australian
corporations; his company has very high standing as
a financial adviser; he has been involved in a wide
range of floats and other major activities; and his
company has very high standing in terms of its
expertise and capacity.
I am concerned about the quality of the work the
Victorian taxpayer gets from the people who work
on our reform program, and I am satisfied that
Mr Tilley has made a very substantial contribution
and that we were very fortunate to have his services.

Honourable members will also recall that some
months ago a panel of doctors from the Save Albert
Park group put out some unresearched
documentation that really tried to get into a bit of
scaremongering about the effects of the grand prix
on the local community in the South Melbourne area.
I am delighted to announce that the report prepared
at the request of the former City of South Melbourne
through an initiative taken by one of the major
critics of the grand prix has now come out, and the
findings are very positive for the grand prix. In fact
the key finding of the report is that:
... the results ... indicate that the noise levels generated
due to the formula one and helicopter operations at the
nearest residences and at sensitive locations are no
worse than the noise levels generated by heavy vehicle
traffic passbys ... in general, given the short duration of
the major events and the timing (during the day), it is
unlikely that the events will cause any significant
annoyance.

Assistant police commissioner
Mr HAERMEYER (yan Yean) - I refer the
Minister for Police and Emergency Services to the
appointment of a new assistant police commissioner
for operations and ask the Minister to inform the
house whether the Governor has refused to approve
the appointment recommended by the police
commissioner because of concerns that the new
assistant commissioner must sign an employment
contract that commits him to supporting
government policy. If that is not the case, can the
Minister explain why approving the appointment
has been delayed for more than seven weeks?

Grand prix: noise
Mr DOYLE (Malvern) - Is the Minister for
Tourism aware of the Albert Park grand prix noise

Mr McNAMARA (Minister for Police and
Emergency Services) - There is no need for the
honourable member to be unduly concerned. This
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matter is in the process of being resolved. I can
assure you that police procedures are carrying on as
they have in the past; there is no risk to public
safety. In fact I am delighted to reiterate that the
crime statistics in this state are showing a very
positive trend.

Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER - Order! The honourable
member for Yan Yean rose first.
Mr HAERMEYER (Yan Yean) - On a point of
order, Mr Speaker, the question related to the
appointment of an assistant commissioner, and it
was: is the Governor refusing to sign the order
appointing that assistant commissioner or, if the
Governor is not refusing to sign it, what is the cause
of the delay? The minister has been going on about
crime statistics. The question has nothing to do with
crime statistics.
The SPEAKER - Order! The Chair is powerless
to respond to the point of order raised by the
honourable member for Yan Yean. The Chair has
only to ensure that the answer is relevant and on a
relevant subject. It has been well established in this
house that a minister can answer a question in any
way he or she chooses.

Mr McNAMARA (Minister for Police and
Emergency Services) - Thank you, Mr Speaker, for
your guidance. Firstly, I need to make it clear that
there is certainly no interference or lack of
cooperation from the Governor. I also need to make
the point, again dearly, that there is an implication
by the honourable member that somehow the public
safety in Victoria is being threatened by some
alleged procedure. In fact, it is quite the opposite.
This state has had one of the largest drops in crime
rates of recent years; in fact, a reduction in the rate of
crime of almost 6 per cent. We have also had a
substantial increase in apprehension rates. So, the
gap is closing.
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answer is in no way addreSSing that question. He is
debating the question and is in breach of standing
order no. 127.
The SPEAKER - Order! I have already ruled
that it is not within the power of the Chair to direct a
minister how he or she may reply. I will quote from
some notes on the same subject prepared by the
previous Speaker:
In common with previous Speakers, I have ruled that

the nature of a reply is at the discretion of the minister.
The Chair has no power to dictate the nature of the
answer other than to ensure that the minister's
response is relevant and does not debate the issue or
otherwise contravene standing orders or practice.

Mr McNAMARA (Minister for Police and
Emergency Services) - There is no need for the
opposition to get agitated. This matter is well and
truly under control and public safety will continue
to be assured in this state.

Public transport deficit
Mr McLELLAN (Frankston East) - Will the
Minister for Public Transport inform the house of
the financial success of the government's public
transport reforms and whether budget cuts in
transport in this financial year will be $108 million,
as claimed by the honourable member Thomastown?
Mr BROWN (Minister for Public Transport) - In
a decade of Labor mismanagement in Victoria the
public transport deficit as measured by the budget
subsidy never fell below half a billion dollars never fell below $500 million - in each year that
Labor was in office in Victoria.
When we inherited government less than two years
ago the transport deficit was $549 million, which
included a hidden deficit of $46 million, otherwise
known as the black hole.
An opposition member interjected.

We need an opposition that will get out and try to
allay any concerns rather than trying to stir up
public disquiet and fear.

Mr THOMSON (Pascoe Vale) - On a point of
order, Mr Speaker, the minister was asked whether
the Governor has refused to approve the
appointment because of concerns that the assistant
commissioner must sign an employment contract
that commits him to supporting government policy.
That was the question that was asked. The minister's

Mr BROWN - You had just better wait for it,
mate! This black hole, which we had to plug, was on
top of the official $500 million-plus public transport
deficit. Clearly the challenge facing the new
government was enormous. When I became
minister, the Public Transport Corporation did not
even have enough money to pay its bills. That is
how bad things were in transport!
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As well as turning around that defict, we undertook
to reduce the deficit by saving Victorian taxpayers
$245 million a year by the end of three years.
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which is the equivalent of a saving of $429 for each
average family. In anyone's language that is a
stunning outcome and a wonderful turnaround for
the long-suffering taxpayers of Victoria.

Mr Thomson interjected.
The SPEAKER - Order! The honourable
member for Pascoe Vale is very quick to resort to the
standing orders in support of a point of view. I ask
him now to respect the standing orders and to
remain silent.
Mr BROWN - To address directly the question
that has been asked, the honourable member for
Thomastown is a man whose financial ignorance is
well known. It is so great that he alleged that the
budget reduction in the 1994-95 year, the current
financial year, would be as high as $108 million. He
issued a media statement making that claim, that the
reduction in the defict -in other words, the
cutback in finances in transport this year - would
be as high as $108 million. They are your words, not
mine! As he has time and again in the past, he got it
wrong yet again.

The concern is that yet again the shadow minister
for transport, who should try to establish some
credibility, just makes up figures, pulls them out of
the air, puts them into print and circularises them. I
warn the media and the public of Victoria to be very
careful about taking for granted figures or
statements this man puts out, because time after
time after time, and yet again now, he is wrong.

DISTINGUISHED VISITOR
The SPEAKER -Order! It is my pleasure to
welcome to the Speaker's gallery the Reverend
Martin Smyth, who is the member for South Belfast
in the House of Commons. You are very welcome,
Sir.

INTELLECTUALLY DISABLED
PERSONS' SERVICES (AMENDMENT)
BILL

Mr Batchelor interjected.

Introduction and first reading
The SPEAKER - Order! I warn the honourable
member for Thomastown that I will take action
against him if he continues to interject. The Chair
has been very tolerant, but that tolerance is running
out.
Mr BROWN - Building on the $61 million that
we saved in our first nine months in office, I am
pleased to advise the house that during the last
financial year we saw the biggest ever annual
reduction in one year in the history of transport in
this state.
Mr Cole interjected.
Mr BROWN - If you are asking the question,
'What has the saving been over that period?', the
answer is that $158 million was saved in less than
two years. The opposition claims we are cutting
back this financial year by up to $108 million, yet the
fact is that the figure is $42 million. I know not
where the honourable member got the figure of
$108 million, but there is a vast difference between
fact and his fantasy.
By December 1995 - the end of the three years in
which we undertook to reduce the annual subsidy
for transport by $245 million a year - we will have
saved Victoria a massive $633 million in transport,

Mr JOHN (Minister for Community Services)
introduced a bill to amend the Intellectually
Disabled Persons' Services Act and for other
purposes.
Read first time.

AUSTRALIAN GRAND PRIX BILL
Introduction and first reading
For Mr McNAMARA (Minister for Tourism),
Mr Gude introduced a bill to establish a body
corporate to be known as the Australian Grand
Prix Corporation, to amend the Borrowing and
Investment Powers Act 1987 and the Liquor
Control Act 1987 and for other purposes.
Read first time.
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Debate resumed from 13 September; motion of
Mr WELLS (Wantima) for adoption of
address-in-reply.
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Mr THOMSON (pascoe Vale) - I am pleased to
participate in the address-in-reply debate, and I
extend my regards to the Governor and his family
and hope he is over the affliction which caused him
to choke while he was actually delivering the
speech. I do not know whether it had anything to do
with the content of the speech he was required to
deliver, but I hope he is now well and truly over it,
whatever it was.
I will canvass three or four matters, the first of which
relates to occupational health and safety. In having a
quick look through the Governor's address I see no
reference to occupational health and safety, which is
a shame. However, the particular matter of
occupational health and safety to which I direct the
attention of the house relates to a death which
occurred in February 1991. The developments
following that death have been a matter of great
concern to me and, I suspect, will be to many other
honourable members when they become aware of
them.
The case has received some media publicity. On
12 February 1991 Anthony William Krog, aged 29,
died from head injuries he received while working
for a company by the name of Denbo Pty Ltd, when
the truck he was driving overturned after hitting an
embankment on the Western Ring Road project site.
Tests later showed that the brake defects on the
truck were bOth obvious and very bad, and there
was no warning sign about the potential danger.
When this matter came to court Mr Justice Teague
said that the company had been criminally negligent
in failing to set up an adequate maintenance system
for its plant and vehicles, failing to train employees
properly and allowing the truck to be used without
proper maintenance. A media report of the incident
referred to the truck having been obtained by
Mr Timothy Ian Nadenbousch and his father, Mr Ian
Nadenbousch, who had set up Denbo and was its
other shareholder.
Denbo Pty Ltd started as a name in August 1981.
The start date for Denbo Pty Ltd at the time of this
accident was shown as 21 February 1990. Its
registered office was care of Prentice House, Ground
Floor South, 260 Auburn Road, Hawthorn, and its
directors were Mr !an Reginald Nadenbousch of
Tonimbuk via Bunyip, and Mr Alexander Ian
Nadenbousch of McConnells Road, Tonimbuk. Ian
Reginald Nadenbousch was born on 16 February
1940 and was appointed director in 1981. Alexander
Ian Nadenbousch was born on 18 June 1968 and was
appointed as a director in 1988.
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The company was charged and prosecuted for
manslaughter arising from the death of Mr Krog,
and a fine of $120 000 was imposed on that company
when it pleaded guilty to manslaughter. However,
that fine was never paid and will never be paid
because on 29 April this year a receiver / manager
was appointed for Denbo Pty Ltd. At the time of the
court case in which Denbo was being prosecuted the
company was in liquidation. So the company was
fined $120 000 after pleading guilty to the
manslaughter of Mr Krog, because the brake defects
were obvious and very bad and no warning was
provided to Mr Krog about the potential danger.
However, that $120 000 has not been paid and is not
likely to be paid.
On 24 January this year a company called Tooronga
Constructions Pty Ltd, described as a shelf company,
was established. That company's registered office is
also Ground Floor South, 260 Auburn Road,
Hawthorn - the same office as Denbo Pty Ltd. Its
directors are Louise Jane Nadenbousch of
McConnells Road, Tonimbuk, and Bamaby lan
Nadenbousch, also of McConnells Road, Tonimbuk.
Their dates of birth are 15 July 1972 and
10 March 1971 respectively, and I understand that
they are the son and daughter of Mr Ian
Nadenbousch and the brother and sister of the other
previous director.

I also understand that Tooronga Constructions is a
subcontractor of Vicroads, just as Denbo Pty Ltd was
a subcontractor of Vicroads carrying out identical
work. Therefore we have the prospect that the
company charged with manslaughter and fined
$120000 - I might say that when one looks at some
other settlements in legal cases $120 000 does not
represent adequate compensation for the death of a
person - may not pay that fine and a new company
that has been established, Tooronga Constructions,
will simply carry out the same work the previous
company was carrying out.
The nature of the relationship between Mr lan
Nadenbousch, Mr Timothy Nadenbousch and this
new company warrants closer examination. What
services are they performing for this company? Do
they have any shares in the company? Are they
receiving any income from the company? My
concern and suspicion is that putting Denbo into
liquidation and re-establishing a new company,
Tooronga Constructions, has simply been a vehicle
for avoiding creditors and the responsibility arising
from the death of Mr Krog.
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I assume one of the objectives of the Occupational
Health and Safety Act is to ensure that employers
adopt responsible safety standards. If the penalties
contained in the act can simply be avoided by
winding up a company and establishing a new one,
clearly the objectives of the act will not be met and
employees will continue to be at risk from
employers who have an inadequate commitment to
workplace safety.
It is a matter of concern to me that Vicroads employs
Tooronga Constructions as a subcontractor.
Vicroads must be obliged to meet appropriate
standards for all those who work on its projects, and
it is not good enough for Vicroads to seek to pass
this responsibility to subcontractors and wash its
hands of the standards adopted.

I believe the provisions of the Occupational Health
and Safety Act require examination. They should be
amended so that directors can be made personally
liable for fines under the act if the company is
unable to meet the fine. I understand a
parliamentary committee was given a reference to
inquire into what happens when companies become
insolvent and the issue of directors hiding behind
the corporate veil, but I am unaware of the present
state of the committee's deliberations. This situation
represents a particularly unsatisfactory example of
the corporate veil that virtually allows companies to
kill their employees and get away with it. It is
disgraceful that a company can plead guilty to a
charge of manslaughter and avoid any penalty.
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much more seriously than we have done so far to
produce better results.
The Victorian Employers Chamber of Commerce
and Industry referred to the fact that the Office of
the Director of Public Prosecutions had recently
charged a company director with manslaughter
under the Crimes Act arising from the death of an
employee at work. If honourable members were
found guilty of manslaughter they would almost
certainly be given gaol sentences, but unless the
penalties covering workplace deaths are appropriate
and enforced Victoria will not have the standards of
occupational health and safety that the community
requires and that ordinary workers deserve. Only
yesterday a worker employed by the Shell company
died, which emphasises the fact that occupational
health and safety issues remain important.
Mr Maclellan interjected.
Mr THOMSON - I take up the interjection of
the minister. Clearly the company cannot be put in
gaol, but it is clearly unsatisfactory if employers are
able to avoid their obligations to provide safe
workplaces for workers by having fines imposed,
refusing to pay them and setting up businesses and
going on their way as if nothing has happened. I
assume the minister is not seeking to endorse that in
anyway.
Mr Maclellan - Wouldn't it be better if you
made the manager responsible?

The occupational health and safety issue is one that
we as a Parliament and community must take
seriously. We have been able to achieve a different
social view of the road toll, smoking and domestic
violence. We must achieve a different social view of
workplace health and safety as well. I commend
those involved in the original investigation who
managed to bring forward the manslaughter charge
arising out of this death. There are many workplace
deaths each year and, in my view, they are not
treated with appropriate seriousness.

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr E. R. Smith) Order! The honourable member for Pascoe Vale,
without assistance!

The $120 ()()() penalty, which will not be paid, should
be contrasted with the Exxon Valdez oil spill case
where the plaintiffs are seeking $2 billion in
compensation. That represents $200 000 for each
person who is claiming damages as a result of the oil
spill affecting their businesses and livelihoods. I
daresaythere are many cases of defamation and
other matters where amounts much larger than
$120 000 have been paid. We must take this issue

Mr THOMSON - The second matter I raise
relates to the medical records of some patients in my
electorate. Earlier this year on or about the Anzac
Day weekend the medical surgery that operated at
124 Kent Road, Pascoe Vale, closed leaving local
patients in the lurch without an appropriate level of
medical service. Patients were forced to attend
neighbouring surgeries without the important
information in their medical files.

Mr THOMSON - I agree that making those
directly involved in the management of the
operation that took place on the Western Ring Road
is clearly appropriate. So far as I can tell, that simply
has not occurred in this instance.
Mr Maclellan interjected.
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The surgery closed with no notice whatsoever being
given to patients. When patients inquired about
obtaining their medical records they were first told
the key to the surgery was in the possession of a
doctor who had gone overseas. That was clearly
untrue. Later they were told they could get their
medical records if they attended another clinic - a
member of what is known as the Supercare group in Pascoe Vale Road, Glenroy. They were also told
they would be levied $20 to obtain their files.

With that background it is not surprising that
Supercare had purchased the Kent Road surgery
from Or Anne McLachlan and her husband on terms
but failed to meet the repayments under those terms.
It also failed to make wage payments to staff at the
surgery or make appropriate payments to the doctor
working at the surgery. I understand that when the
doctor requested leave to go overseas for a break,
Supercare acted to close the surgery against his
wishes.

More seriously, patients who went to that clinic and
were not intending to start up, as it were, and
receive medical treatment, diagnosis and so on at the
clinic, have not been able to gain access to their files
at all. That is clearly most unsatisfactory.

Irrespective of all those issues, the fundamental
point is that patients should not be allowed to
become pawns in a legal dispute or have their vital
medical information withheld. Many of those
patients have gone to other clinics and surgeries in
the local area but they are unable to obtain their
files. I have written to the AMA and to the federal
and Victorian health ministers - I note that the
minister is at the table - to seek some action. It
seems to me to be unconscionable that patients do
not have access to their medical records and that, to
the detriment of patients, Or McGoldrick is able to
hold the files hostage as part of a legal dispute.

When I was approached by my constituents I
contacted the Supercare clinic in Glenroy and was
told that the records had been transferred to
Supercare's head office in Croydon for
photocopying. I contacted the Croydon office and
asked that the files be returned to Dr Anne
McLachlan, who was the previous owner of the Kent
Road surgery and who had recently re-established
that surgery. I was told by the Supercare head office
that a legal stalemate had developed between
Or McLachlan and Supercare, and that the files
would not be returned until the dispute was
resolved.
That is completely Wlacceptable. Irrespective of the
merits of the legal dispute, patients should not be
jeopardised in that way. They should not be held to
ransom in a legal dispute by Supercare withholding
their files. The contractual dispute certainly reflects
no credit on Supercare, which is managed by Or Ian
McGoldrick.
I wrote to the Australian Medical Association
expressing concern about the issue and the
association wrote back pointing out that
Or McGoldrick had been struck off the AMA list.
Dr McGoldrick had 31 convictions under the Health
Insurance Act in 1988 and, in a separate incident,
was sued by 65 former patients who received
out-of-court settlements ranging from $SOO to $5000.
If you go back into Dr McGoldrick's history you will
find that in 1990 a Sydney court was told by the
Health Insurance Commission that Or McGoldrick
was a liar and dishonest, that he had lodged more
than 500 documents believed to be false and that the
department did not regard him as being a person of
good character.

I understand that new owners have now reopened
the Kent Road surgery and are doing their best to
make available to patients what few records they
still have. I welcome their doing that. But clearly
many patients do not have access to their records,
and they are entitled to something better.
I want to make some observations about the general
settings facing Victoria and Victorians at the time of
the Governor's speech. The first observation I make
is that there are no references in the speech to the
conduct of the Parliament. Although I do not have
the reference in front of me, I can recollect the
Governor's previous speech containing glowing
references to how Parliament would be transformed
and how opportunities would be provided for
Parliament to become more relevant and
constructive. I notice the government has some
sense of shame because it has not included any of
those references this time and has said nothing
whatsoever about Parliament.
Looking at some of the issues against which the
government's performance ought to be judged, the
most important is whether people want to live in
Victoria. That is really the ultimate test of whether
the state is functioning effectively or meeting the
needs of its people. I think I have said before that
one sign of a nation or community in crisis is
whether it has a lot of refugees. That is something
you might associate with Rwanda, Bosnia, Haiti or
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Cuba. But statistics published by the Australian
Bureau of Statistics show that in the first three
months of this year 265 Victorians moved out of the
state every day. TItat is a most substantial exodus.
The gross figures for the first three months show
that almost 24 000 Victorians packed up and left the
state.
An Opposition Member - How many?

Mr THOMSON - Some 265 Victorians every
day. So over that three-month period the equivalent
of a city the size of Castlemaine - I think that was
the Leader of the Opposition's reference -left the
state. I suppose that over a six-month period the
equivalent of all the residents of my electorate
would have packed up and given up on Victoria.
That situation is simply unacceptable. It is a crisis
that the government has made, not only because of
the types of policies it has introduced - as well as
the state deficit levy and all the various taxes and so
on - but also because of the crisis environment, the
doom and gloom that it has talked about in Victoria.
That has caused a lot of people to say, 'Look, we
think our future is in Queensland, New South
Wales, Western Australia or somewhere else'. Using
the exodus of people no longer prepared to live in
Victoria as a yardstick, we find that the government
has failed to meet the objectives we all expect of it.

This extraordinary departure of Victorians over the
past two years has no parallel in the history of this
state. It invites comparisons with other great
migrations, such as that of the Israelites, which is
chronicled in the second book of the Bible, Exodus.
There are many similarities between the experiences
of the Israelites thousands of years ago and the
experiences of the hundreds of Victorians who each
week pack up and move north. The Bible records
that the Egyptian rulers maintained a very hardline
control over the Israelites. Chapter 1, verse 11, of
Exodus states:
... the Egyptians put slave drivers over them to crush
their spirits.

We know only too well that the spirit of Victorians
has been sorely tested over the past couple of years
because they have had a government - Mr Jasper interjected.

Mr THOMSON - Well, people did not pack up
and move in the same way. The kind of exodus we
are seeing now is unparalleled and without
precedent. We have a government that has
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burdened Victorians with the most onerous taxation
increases in the state's history. The imposition of
unjust and inequitable taxes and charges is similar to
the edict of the Egyptian king who, in a mood of
anger, determined that although the Israelites would
no longer be supplied with straw for making bricks
they still had to produce the same number of bricks.
Uke the Israelites, Victorians have been made to
suffer a succession of plagues as a direct result of a
stubborn and uncaring ruler. But instead of blood,
frogs, gnats, flies, boils, hail, locusts and the death of
the firstborn, our punishment is economic.
Victorians are enduring economic plagues. Victoria
has the nation's worst unemployment.
Mr Jasper interjected.
The ACflNG SPEAKER (Mr Cunningham) Order! The honourable member for Murray Valley
will get his opportwtity.
Mr Jasper - I hope so.
Mr THOMSON - So do 1. Last week
unemployment jumped from 10.2 per cent to 11 per
cent. So while unemployment in Western Australia
is at 8 per cent and the nation's unemployment rate
averages 9.5 per cent, Victoria's unemployment rate
is 11 per cent, which is holding back the national
economic recovery.
Debt has grown alarmingly in Victoria, and
economic growth has fallen below the national
average. Victorians have seen their health services
deteriorate alarmingly, their education services
decimated and their transport services reduced.
Mr Jasper interjected.
Mr THOMSON - So education has not been
decimated in your area? Victorian workers are
suffering under an antiquated and unjust system of
industrial relations. The operation of government
has descended into a series of grubby deals between
favoured mates. The opposition certainly intends to
pursue those issues. We have pursued the issues
surrounding the casino and Tabcorp, and we will
continue to pursue them.
Against that background, it is little wonder that
Victorians are leaving the state in record numbers.
We can see how the flow-on has affected small
business. The latest figures from the ABS show that
42 400 small business jobs have been lost in Victoria
since November 1992. So we have a government
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which has failed when measured against the
yardsticks of employment and of maintaining
Victorians in Victoria. It has failed to support small
business and failed to retain public transport
patronage. It has also failed to retain students in
education. The yardstick of a successful education
system ought to be retention rates, first and
foremost. Does the state system provide quality
education for the students going through it? Under
this government retention rates are going
backwards. When measured against all the
yardsticks, this is a government of failure.
Given some of the interjections opposite I should
spend a few minutes talking about country Victoria.
Mr Jasper - I hope you do because I can respond
then.
Mr mOMSON - Absolutely.
Mr Jasper interjected.
The ACTING SPEAKER - Order! The
honourable member for Murray Valley will have his
opportunity.
Mr mOMSON - Opposition shadow ministers
are spending an increasing amount of time in
country Victoria listening to people talk about the
problems they are facing as a result of cuts in
transport, education and hospitals, the loss of
community services, rises in taxes and charges and
the prospect of the abolition of uniform electricity
tariffs. In many other ways country people have
been let down and abandoned by this
government - and I think the honourable member
for Murray Valley, notwithstanding his interjections,
understands that perfectly well.
Let me allow some of those people to speak for
themselves. I shall quote from the Portland Observer
of 31 August, which refers to the Liberal Party's 20th
annual Wannon-Corangamite area conference at
Cobden. At that conference a resolution was carried
criticising the government for its lack of consultation
with country people. The conference was told that:
... district Liberal Party members and officials were
resigning and that small communities were being
destroyed by the government's dictatorial
decision-making.

Those are not my words as a spokesman for the
opposition. That is what was told to the
Wannon-Corangamite 20th annual area conference
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by the conference's own Liberal Party members. I
also refer to the Victorian Municipal Association
(VMA) President George Bennett of Nhill, who is
reported in The Wimmera Mail-Times as saying that
the councils of the Wimmera-Mallee area ought to
'get their act together' and that:
He believes that restructure -

local government restructure is the outcome of a 'monster' government with
enormous majority vote.

He further stated:
The trouble is people are becoming complacent. They
realise we've granted this huge mandate to govern, to
the detriment of good government. We've created a
monster.

I think that is exactly right. As a result country
people are suffering probably more than
metropolitan Victorians and more than any other
Victorians. They are suffering because this
government is committed to economic rationalism,
has no genuine commitment to people in situations
of hardship and disadvantage - which a lot of
country people are in - and has adopted policies
which impact most severely on those people.
It is a pity that the representation in this Parliament
from country members has not been what country
people really need. Unless there are some changes
on that front, the kinds of things the government has
put into place to the detriment of country people
will simply continue.
Mr JASPER (Murray Valley) - I join the debate
on the address-in-reply to the address of the
Governor, His Excellency Richard McGarvie. I
congratulate the Governor on the work he is doing
as the Governor of Victoria, and Mrs McGarvie on
her work. The Governor and his wife are showing
dedication to their task of representing all Victorians.

I note that on many occasions the Governor goes out
into country Victoria, and earlier this year he visited
north-eastern Victoria. While visiting that area in my
part of the state, the Governor not only visited a
number of activities and organisations, but also
hosted dinner one evening to entertain members of
Parliament and their wives. It was a great night: we
were able to mix with the Governor and his wife on
a personal basis in a social atmosphere, and I found
their company to be excellent. We appreciated the
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night, and Victorians appreciate the work that the
Governor and Mrs McGarvie are doing. Successive
Governors have demonstrated that degree of
dedication and service to the state of Victoria.
I am a strong supporter of constitutional monarchy.
I believe we should work to maintain the traditions
of the Parliament in Victoria. A recognition of its
history and heritage is contained within the
buildings and in the traditions that we maintain in
the operations of the Parliament. I found it
extremely disappointing that a number of Labor
Party members were not prepared to be part of the
opening of Parliament last week; I thought for many
of them it was a dog-in-the-manger attitude. They
should recognise what goes on in this state and
realise that we should maintain the traditions and
heritage that have been passed down to us.
I listened with a great deal of interest to the
comments made by the honourable member for
Pascoe Vale, particularly in the latter part of his
address. He has shown absolute hypocrisy by
criticising what has happened in the almost two
years since the change of government in 1992. He
did not talk about what was taken over by the
government. He conveniently forgot that for 10
years we saw the whole of Victoria change, with
massive spending and a massive debt problem that
had to be addressed by the government. Most of the
actions taken have been as a direct result of the
enormous debt structure that was built up by the
previous government over 10 years.
I have no need to recite the figures. The honourable
member for Pascoe Vale knows only too well what
the debt of this state was in 1982 upon the change of
government and what it ballooned out to in the 10
years to 1992, and that the new coalition government
had to make massive changes. If no changes had
been made in the first financial year our debt would
have been something like $3 billion. That had to be
changed.
If we look at the figures presented by the Treasurer
we can see that there have been enormous changes
to bring the debt structure of this state back under
control. In fact we see the position being reversed: in
the next financial year we will probably see Victoria
going into credit instead of operating at a defidt, as
it has over many years. I underline that the massive
changes ,and the actions taken by the government
since October 1992 were required because of the
enormous debt problems. Speaker after speaker for
the Labor Party has commented on the situation
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since 1992 and conveniently forgotten the massive
debt that faced Victoria.
There has been a new sense of confidence in the state
despite the problems it still faces. We have
enormous problems and they will not be corrected
within just two years. The Victorians I have talked to
have a newfound confidence in the state. There is no
doubt that if no changes had been made Victoria
would probably have gone out of existence because
of the enormous debt structure that it faced.
I am continuing to put the case for country
Victorians. We regularly hear comments made by
the opposition about the great difficulties in country
Victoria. They do not need to remind me; I am a
country member of Parliament who has always
worked for justice and equality for country people.
As for the honourable member for Pascoe Vale
talking about the difficulties for country people, I do
not see him visiting us in country Victoria on many
occasions to try to get a true understanding. He
conveniently forgets that we had 10 years of Labor
and the changes it made affecting country
Victorians; it really had no interest in the situation
facing country areas. I am assured that despite the
difficulties facing us, there is a greater recognition
that we need massive action to assist all Victorians,
to get Victoria back into a profitable situation and its
economy into a much more manageable state to
enable it to expand and attract industry and
development and to provide employment.
There has been particular mention that most of the
Agenda 21 projects presented by the government to
date have been centred in metropolitan Melbourne. I
can indicate to the house that there has been
extensive work to ensure that there will be
developments in country Victoria.
As most country members would recognise, there
needs to be a strong hub; Melbourne needs to be a
strong economic unit and to be supported. However,
we also recognise, and I believe the government
recognises, that support needs to be provided for
those of us living in country Victoria. I will be
working to see that the government continues to
recognise that we have problems and need
assistance, and to ensure that that assistance will
continue to be prOvided. I think we will see that
happen.
Prior to the lunch break I listened to the Leader of
the Opposition, who was extremely critical of the
Victorian health system. I have a close working
relationship with all the hospitals and medical
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activities that are provided within my electorate of
Murray Valley, and they are all operating very
effectively.
We had to get changes. I congratulate the Minister
for Health because in 1992 when she became the
minister she had a most difficult task in trying to get
the health system back on track. Massive changes
had to be made. Most managers in the health system
who are running the various hospitals understand
that we had to have massive changes to get the debt
structure under control and to get the hospitals
operating more effectively and efficiently in the
delivery of their services.
I have talked to representatives of all the hospitals
across my electorate of Murray Valley: the
Wangaratta District Base Hospital, the Yarrawonga
District Hospital, the Cobram District Hospital and
the Numurkah and District War Memorial Hospital;
and they are operating very effectively. They agree
with me that times are tough and that they are
having great difficulty in maintaining the range of
services they have provided in the past, but they will
continue to do so because they have been able to
look to efficiencies in the whole operation of the
health system.
The federal Labor government adds to the problem
with Victoria's changes to work practices. When the
Victorian government implemented work practice
changes in health services people changed from state
to federal awards. That placed additional costs on
the health system, such as the reinstatement of the
17.5 per cent holiday loading. Anybody in their right
mind would understand that in difficult economic
times one cannot continue to pay people an
additional salary when they go on holidays. Private
enterprise finds that abhorrent. The practice should
be eliminated.
The state government made the move but was
overridden by the federal government, which did
not join the Victorian government in its efforts to
tighten work practices and avoid the difficulties
caused in the past by union intervention in this state.
There were also difficulties with some of the smaller
hospitals in country VictOria, and not only in my
electorate of Murray Valley. Many hospitals have
had to change the way they operate to better deliver
services, and whether they can maintain the range of
services that have been provided has had to be
determined. The hospital in my home town of
Rutherglen was originally a bush nursing hospital. It
was changed to a 16-bed acute care hospital with 10
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patients classified as nursing home patients. My
brother was president of the hospital committee in
the 1980s under a Labor government. The health
ministers during that time recognised the difficulties
involved in maintaining smaller hospitals. During
that time an investigation into hospital services
along the border between Victoria and New South
Wales was undertaken. It was recognised that there
should not be a duplication of services on both sides
of the border. There was a move to change the acute
care hospital in Rutherglen in cooperation with the
Corowa hospital. It is the first time there has been
cooperation across the river between Victoria and
New South Wales. With the closure of the hospital a
23-bed nursing home was developed at Rutherglen.
Funding was provided by federal and sta te
governments, and a large fundraising program was
conducted at the local level. There is now a new
community care centre at Rutherglen that provides
all the services required for the general health of the
people, together with a nursing home.
People who need acute care and hospital treatment
go to the Corowa hospital 7 miles away or, if
necessary, to the Wangaratta Base Hospital, which is
26 miles away, or the Albury Base Hospital, 30 miles
away, if further treatment is required. It must be
reCOgnised that changes were necessary. When my
brother was president of the Rutherglen hospital it
was mooted that changes would be made. When he
discussed the changes with me I opposed them. I
said that the people of Rutherglen wanted an acute
care hospital. As a member of Parliament,
representations were made to me by the people of
Rutherglen. Many did not want the changes.
However, I congratulated my brother when those
changes took place because what he did was right;
he pressed on to ensure that those changes were
made because the hospital could not be run
effectively. It had only one doctor and was being
used as a nursing home with the other beds being
used for minor illnesses.
Now a more effective range of health services is
being provided in Rutherglen. Approval has been
given for an additional seven beds at the nursing
home, and I am looking forward to receiving an
additional $250 000 for capital works to extend the
nursing home from 23 beds to 30 beds. I believe that
money will become available this financial year.
There has been criticism about the closure of
courthouses in country Victoria. I for one criticised
such closures in some of the smaller towns. I am
aware of the difficulties facing small country towns.
The courthouse at Rutherglen was closed by the
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former Labor government Despite my
representations to the then former minister it was
decided the courthouse would be closed. The plus is
that the courthouse was then sold to the Shire of
Rutherglen and has been developed as a medical
clinic. Money has been spent in developing the
courthouse by maintaining the old style of the
building and its general structure. It has been
effective and two doctors are now working out of
the former courthouse, providing excellent health
and medical services to the people of Rutherglen
and surrounding areas.
They are the pluses, and a lot of those pluses come
back to the local member. In suggesting that I know
someone will say, 'Jasper is scratching his own
back'. I accept that, but in the time that I have been a
member of Parliament I have worked to get the best
result for the people of my electorate. If one
examines what has happened in my electorate over
the past 18 years I have been in Parliament one will
note that positive results have been achieved
because of not only my work but also because of the
organisations, individuals and councils that have
discussed issues with me. I have discussed all these
matters with the former Liberal and Labor
governments. Although the former Labor
government created massive debt problems over its
10 years in government, we were able to get
development in my electorate, and even with the
tightening and changes that have been made by this
government, further development will take place.
I turn to police stations. I have new police stations in
every centre in my electorate. The last one was
completed earlier this year at Numurka. There is
also a magnificent 24-hour police complex at
Wangaratta, a $13 million construction that services
north-eastern Victoria and is the headquarters for
the north-eastern district. For many years I have
worked to ensure that adequate and appropriate
police services are available in my electorate, such as
Wangaratta, Rutherglen, Yarrawonga, Cobram and
Numurkah, and also the small police stations at
Katamatite and Tungamah. We have received
excellent support in the development of police
stations and services.
The opposition has also spoken out strongly about
schools and the delivery of school services. On
numerous occasions I have heard the Leader of the
Opposition speak about the closure of schools. Over
the time I have been in Parliament I have worked in
many areas, such as health, police services, schools,
housing and others, but I believe the facilities and
delivery of school services in my electorate are
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excellent Initially I did not support the closure of a
number of schools in my electorate, but one could
not maintain the smaller schools with only six or
seven students. Four of-the schools had fewer than
12 students. For example, one could not maintain the
operation of the Burramine South school, which had
been in existence for nearly 100 years, with
seven students and one teacher, when there was a
school bus in close proximity that could take those
students to a larger centre to get a better education.
The four schools that closed in my electorate, which
each had fewer than 12 students, was the right
decision. I believe the government has taken the
right course of action in sending those students to
larger schools. What I defended strongly was the
earlier proposal to close some of the larger schools
with 30 to 40 students. Those schools deliver an
education service in a small country area, and I did
not believe those students could be sent to the larger
centres because the schools were providing a
satisfactory service, which continues today.
It is also pleasing to note that some funds have been
provided for capital works. One of my great
complaints during the 1980s was about the
reduction in funding for capital works. We were
able to increase funding for teachers and often
increase the number of teachers, but agam the
situation has to be reviewed. We cannot keep our
heads in the sand: we need to ask, 'How do we
deliver services efficiently?'. We have improved the
efficiency of services, albeit that funding has been
tightened. Maybe we are at the bottom now and will
have to start expanding to ensure that we do not
reduce essential services for the education of
students right across Victoria, but particularly in
country Victoria.
Let us consider capital works funding. In the past
12 months $400 000 has been provided to Rutherglen
High School. Admittedly, I live in the township of
Rutherglen, and I worked hard to get that funding.
Some $320 000 has been provided for an
administration and staff upgrade and another
$80 000 has gone towards $120 000 to be spent by the
Rutherglen High School on an extension to its
library, which was undersized and needed to be
expanded. Some $300 000 has been provided for the
Cobram Consolidated School for a staff and
administration upgrade.
Such funding is important to those larger schools,
but I add that amounts have been provided to
smaller schools. The government has recOgnised
smaller schools having 30,40 or 50 students by
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allocating $30 000 to them prior to the end of the last
financial year. Eight schools in my electorate
received funds for the improvement of facilities.
That was an excellent government project.
Approximate1y $5 million was spent across the state
of Victoria; that is not big money, but certainly it
was appreciated by these small schools in country
regions that have been able to improve their facilities
and services.
I want to spend a few minutes talking about the
difficulties that we face in country Victoria. There is
no doubt that we are suffering in country areas.
Many people would say that we are suffering right
across Victoria and across metropolitan Melbourne. I
prefaced my comments by saying that everybody
recognises that massive changes had to be made by
the government to put the economic and financial
situation of the state back in order, but it is a matter
of how far we screw down. We have to look at
where improvements can be made to ensure that
essential services continue to be provided.
I have responded to some comments on specific
areas such as education and hospitals in my area of
the Murray Valley, but I am one of the strong
proponents of the argument that country Victorians
often need greater consideration than people who
live in metropolitan Melbourne. I will continue to be
a strong advocate for service provision in my
country electorate of Murray Valley. There is no
doubt that some of the comments I have made in the
past have not been accepted by the coalition, purely
on the basis that such comments opposed what may
have been the established policy concerning changes
to be implemented.
Changes to rail services were of great concern to me.
There is no doubt that changes had to be made in the
provision of services. Nevertheless the rail system in
country Victoria, which many people see as an
important service, has generally been maintained.
There have had to be changes and they must be
reviewed constantly to ensure that we do not reduce
services that are accepted by people as normal
facilities provided to country Victorians. I recognise
the issues that have been raised and the pressure
applied by the opposition in highlighting the greater
difficulties experienced by those living in country
Victoria compared with residents of metropolitan
Melbourne.
Opposition members do not need to reiterate those
points to me. They need only talk of the problems
caused by the difference in the pricing structure for
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fuel supplied in metropolitan Melbourne compared
with that of country Victoria. I have spoken on that
issue in this house on many occasions, highlighting
the need for action. Despite the earlier general lack
of recognition of the difficulties faced by country
Victorians because of fuel pricing, the government,
through the Premier and the Minister for Fair
Trading, now recognises that action needs to be
taken to achieve equality in fuel pricing between
country areas and metropolitan Melbourne.
I mentioned earlier that I wanted to comment on the
drought conditions facing country Victorians. There
is no doubt that those who live in metropolitan
Melbourne generally have a lack of understanding
of the great difficulties facing people living in
country Victoria, without the added problem of the
drier conditions prevailing at present in country
Victoria. Business is very difficult for all people
living in country Victoria. Country towns are
suffering badly because of the lack of income of
primary producers, who generally have suffered
over the years from the actions of governments of all
political persuasions.
Governments have not recognised that much of the
economic wealth of Australia has been created by
primary industry. Parliament should recognise the
need for assistance for people facing difficult
circumstances because of the dry conditions in
country Victoria.
I applaud the actions that have been taken by the
government in recognising a need for additional
funding for agriculture. The Minister for Agricul ture
has detailed an increase in funding of up to
$22 million over the next three years. That certain! y
is a plus because over 10 years of Labor govemment
there were constant reductions in the amount of
money provided to agriculture and to the
Department of Agriculture.
Even with the change of government and a
reduction in funding to government departments,
although the agriculture department was not
exempted, it is pleasing to see a recognition ef the
importance of agriculture to the state of the
economy of Victoria through the provision of
money. That allocation is an indication of the
difficult circumstances facing economic producers.
In the closing minutes of my contribution I ask that
the government, the Treasurer and particularly the
Minister for Agriculture reach a greater
understanding of the enormous problems facing
country people involved in agriculture in particular
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and consider the allocation of rural finance to
provide additional funding support for those
operating in the difficult area of primary industry.
Not only a recognition of the difficulties faced but
changes to the provision of funding when natural
disasters take place are needed. The support
provided by the government in that time of flooding
in October 1993 was within the parameters of the
disaster funding relief schemes, but there needs to
be a change in the way funding and support are
provided, particularly to primary producers. In
many cases their income was dramatically reduced
as a consequence of water flooding through their
properties and they needed assistance equal to that
provided to those in country cities and towns.
I have read with great interest the comments of the
Governor. His comments recognised that massive
changes have been made in the way Victoria is being
managed and that there is new-found confidence,
despite the difficulties that are still facing us. The
government recognises that it should support people
right across the state, particularly those in country
Victoria who are facing extreme difficulty due to a
range of issues that I have mentioned, not only the
current drought conditions but also the difficulties
faced by businesses operating in country cities and
towns, or by primary industry generally.
I have great confidence in the future of Victoria and
I trust from the promising comments that have been
made by the government that we will go from
strength to strength as a result of the budget that has
been presented to the house.
Ms MARPLE (Altona) - I am pleased to take
part in the address-in-reply to the Governor's
speech. We should not be having this debate because
there was no need for the government to prorogue
Parliament and have yet another opening of
Parliament. It is an outrageous waste of taxpayers'
money. It was an excuse for pomp and ceremony,
cakes and circuses, while the people struggle under
the taxes and hurt imposed by the government. As
stated by a contributor to the column' Access Age',
all that was missing on the opening of Parliament
were curtsying debs on the front steps. There were
guns on parade and cannons frightening the hell out
of everybody. That was the show put on for us the
other day.
In my opinion the government used the ceremony to

try to wipe out the memory of its actions. Any study
of dictatorships over the years, even during the past
century, reveals a great show of ceremony,
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uniforms, parades, arms and so forth. It does not
matter what side of the spectrum the dictatorships
come from, that is what they do. We had a similar
show last week.
Mr Pescott interjected.
Ms MARPLE - The government was trying to
erase from the memories of the people what had
happened during the past two years by trying to
bring down the curtain, but the people in my
electorate and around Victoria will not forget. They
remember because they are still struggling under
taxes that have increased to more than $1000 a year
for each household under the government. They
remember the services that have been lost under the
government. They remember the fear they have
worked under; that will not be wiped away by
ceremonies such as that we saw last week. The
government has even asked them to become
redundant for the good of the state. Although some
people have been able to take packages and take
action as a result of the changes, apprOximately 200
people a week have been leaving the state. In fact,
today someone said that the equivalent of six bus
loads of people a day are leaving the state because
they no longer want to be part of what is being put
in place by the government. The whole idea of the
charade was an attempt to rub out the hurt in
peoples' minds.
The Premier and the Treasurer have been trying to
say, 'Believe us, you can read about the wonderful
life we are giving you in the Herald Sun. So that you
know that everything is on the improve we have
painted a few trams, spent a little money on the
schools so that they look all right, and in celebration
of all this we are going to have a garden party and
you scruffy lot' - I believe that is what the Premier
called us, the people I represent - 'you should be
saying a thank you'.
I want to share a few facts with honourable
members. Victoria is now facing the highest
unemployment rate in Australia. There is an exodus
of people; they are leaving the state. Yesterday
during question time the Minister for Small Business
had a lot to say about how wonderful it all is in
Victoria, but he failed to tell us that this is the only
state where fewer people were employed in small
business over the past two years than in any other
state. An article in the Sunday Age of 9 September I know people on the other side are not allowed to
read that newspaper so I will share this article with
them in case they do not know the facts - states:
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The state government's claim that the Victorian
economy has turned the corner has been dealt another
blow by the latest figures on house prices -

it says that this is a survey by the Real Estate
Institute of Australia -
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Advertiser, which I shall not read again. Any
honourable member who is interested in that
quotation can read Hansard of 7 September, which
explains what rural people think about the changes
that will be forced upon them as a result of the
selling off of the SEC.

... shows that the median house prices in Melbourne
were virtually stagnant in July ... It confirms a
year-long trend that shows that Melbourne's property
market is recovering far more slowly than those in
other capital cities .,. Mr Stockdale predicted economic
growth of 4 per cent this year, and an increase of 57 000
jobs which would force unemployment below 10 per
cent

The honourable member for Springvale spoke about
corporate responsibility and the deplorable fiasco
when the Treasurer endorsed the $8 million salary
package for the chief executive of Tabcorp, Mc Ross
Wilson. Our disaster of a Treasurer was so astute he
chose to give authority for an $8 million salary
package to a person whose former company had
made a huge loss.

Of course, we know that did not happen. The
following day the latest bulletin from the Australian
Bureau of Statistics showed that Victoria's
unemployment rates blew out in August, rising
from 10.2 per cent to 11 per cent - the worst of any
state!

The honourable member for Springvale also talked
about workers suffering under Workcover, and it is
important that we recognise that; we are always told
in monetary terms how good Workcover is for
Victoria, but n(H)ne looks at the suffering of the
workers. The statistics on injured workers and the
number of workers who lose their lives at work
show a deplorable situation that any government
should be working towards changing. I was
appalled to read in the paper today of the terrible
accident at the Geelong Shell oil refinery about
which the spokesperson was able to say, 'Well, it's
the first death we have had'. I thought, 'That's good,
the first death' but the sentence finished 'in four
years!'. My goodness; to think that is our record and
to think somebody is able to say 'That's all right'.

On Friday the bureau figures on interstate migration
showed that the exodus from Victoria was at record
levels. In the year to March, Victoria suffered a net
population loss of 32 232 - so much for the great
news and so much for the great economic future that
is before us! It does not look too bright, especially in
the country. I shall deal with that later. I note that
several other members have taken this matter up,
even those who have had a bob each way!
I shall make a few points on what other members on
this side of the house have said about the areas that
they are interested in. The honourable members for
Geelong North and Carrum pointed out their
concerns about the drop in the retention rate because
some students do not feel that they can stay on at
school. I work with homeless young people in my
electorate. We are finding homes for them, but we
also find they are no longer keen to go back to school
because of the lack of support for them.. When
welfare officers were in place we were always able
to persuade them that school was a good place and
they revelled in the opportunity of going back to do
years 11 and 12, but because that service is no longer
available to them we have difficulty getting them
back to school to receive the education that they are
entitled to as much as anyone else.
Privatisation is of great concern to those on this side
of the house. The honourable member for Morwell
pointed out the price hikes that are facing country
people as a result of the future selling off of our
power supplies. He quoted from the Bendigo

I believe any government should have a strong
commitment to making sure that deaths at work do
not happen and, as the honourable member for
Pascoe Vale pointed out, that the people responsible
for making sure work conditions are safe are taken
to task if they not.
The honourable member for Springvale also referred
to the hike in water rates. I endorse his remarks and
would also like to mention the confusion and worry
about water rates. Members on the other side of the
house may not have come across the confusion that
has existed over the past two years, but many people
have come into my office confused about the
changes in the water rates and the extra charges
being imposed here and there. Looking back over
the past year, while they have been struggling to pay
the increases, people have found the billing method
and the confusion it creates very stressful.
I am finding the same thing with gas; I don't know
about anybody else. Only yesterday I paid my gas
bill and thought 'Good, that's paid'. It was the larger
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one. What happened yesterday? I received another
bill - no explanation - for $40 extra since the last
bill arrived. At least I can work that out: it is for the
last two weeks or thereabQuts. There was no
explanation by the Gas and Fuel Corporation about
the presentation of the bills. People on limited
incomes will have to make sure they have a certain
amount of money put aside for their water and gas.
Those incomes have been stretched enonnously.
Hanging over the heads of those people all the time
is the threat by this government that it will privatise
water and the charges here will be as they are in
Great Britain. I have often spoken about that matter,
so I will not elaborate on it now.
The coalition government is so short-sighted, so sure
that that is the way to go, that everything must have
a dollar sign on it and that everything can be judged
according to the dollar and how much it is worth to
people. This stress, these worries, these concerns do
not appear in any column in this government's
budget.
There are two areas that I would like to spend some
time on today: the increases in funds to agriculture
and the claims by the honourable member for Swan
Hill that it was the National Party that delivered all
these changes to the country over the past two years.
Those matters are interlinked. Any member of this
house committed to the encouragement of our major
industry, agriculture - as I and many other
members are - would welcome the $22 million
increase in the appropriation to agriculture reported
in the Governor's speech.
But I would like to ask, and to explore a little
further, why this amount of money was pulled out
of the hat at this time. Let us look at some of the
reasons for it. I believe it is because the Nationals are
under pressure from their grass-roots membership
to pull out of this coalition government. They are
telling the National Party members that rural people
are receiving lousy deals under this marriage. There
are some indicators of that - these are just some
examples - and anyone who is out and about in
rural areas sees many of them.
We have heard about the various conferences and
the various resolutions that have been put by both
parties. The Age of Saturday, 3 September - this is
another paper those across the road are not allowed
to read, so again I will share this with them - sets
out the difficulties for Liberal and National Party
members. The article, headed' A cry from the
country' is about Benalla, a place where I spent
many years. As I have told the house before, my
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family still lives there - my son, daughter and two
lovely grandchildren. The article states:
In Benalla, people make wry jokes about the

'McNamara effect'. Their local member is Mr Pat
McNamara, the Deputy Premier and leader of the state
National Party. The McNamara effect, they say, occurs
when you have an invisible member who only answers
to his constituents when the utmost pressure is applied.
One man who has lost patience with the coalition is
Mr Bill Hill.

I know Bill quite well:
In 1982, Mr Hill belonged to the election committee that

ran Mr McNamara's campaign for the safe seat of
Benalla. Yet, by 1993, Mr Hill was furious with the
government. When the local school at Warrenbayne -

and I know lovely Warrenbayne well as I was a
visiting teacher to that schoolwas threatened with closure, he wrote a letter to the

Age:
'The seething anger in country Victoria is turning
into an ice-cold rage. Country people have had
enough. Ask your local coalition politician where
their children are being educated and if they can
continue to afford it on an ex-politician's salary'.

Mr Hill goes on to say:
'They've gone past being disappointed - they're
desperate and can't understand why the local coalition
members won't go into bat for them'.

The article goes on to mention Lola Hand:
Lola Hand has cooked scones for Liberal Party cake
stalls for more than 40 years. She has sold raffle
tickets -

and we know those very good rank and file people
who support political parties... But last week, Mrs Hand left the Liberal Party - and
took delight in telling a party canvasser who phoned to
find out why she hadn't paid her annual dues that she
wouldn't be rejoining.
Mrs Hand, 59, says the government has betrayed the
bush. 'I'm a country woman, but the Liberals and the
National Party have completely forgotten about us. I
won't rejoin and I never will'.

GOVERNOR'S SPEECH
316

ASSEMBLY

So something had to be done fast. The Nationals
think they have pulled a great stroke by saying they
would leave the coalition if they did not get a deal
on electricity. It has been shown that the wonderful
deal they thought they had may not turn out to be so
wonderful, but I will not dwell on that now; that
will be further along the track. Country people, I am
sure it will be demonstrated, are going to get a lousy
deal on privatisation.
What to do then was the Nationals' dilemma; what
to do to get some good news in the rural papers. The
only department that could look half active and
quickly paper over the cracks in the bush is the
Department of Agriculture. 1£ government members
think this exercise will be covered up enough for
rural people to forget what has happened, they are
mistaken. This money only barely replaces the 8 per
cent cut in agriculture funding imposed last year.
As I move around this state I am aware of strong
feelings that people living in rural areas have really
been let down. They have lost their railways and
their schools, both seen as lifelines for country
people who need those things for their basic survival.
Country people face cuts to services, the flow-on of
which is the closing of small businesses and families
leaving small rural centres, yet the honourable
member for Swan Hill claims to be the architect of
those changes! I am sure rural people believe that.
They know who to blame for the loss of the school
teachers, the public servants and others from
country towns - the people whose pay packets
made a large contribution to those towns. They
know that the cuts in rural services are forever.
Country and city people appreciate the importance
of agriculture to the state.
I do not have the time to read everything that has
been written about this issue, but a good article
appeared in the Australian Municipal Journal of
January-February 1994 entitled 'Rural cuts are
'forever' decisions'. The article states in part
The rights of the elderly to comfort, of children to
quality education and for all, the access to quality
medical care and this is set on issues of the town's
social fabric and economic viability.
Towns such as 5t Arnaud are built on solid foundations
in all but one way - they are political lightweights
and, therefore, easy targets.

Country people know that money allocated to them
will not cover that hurt, and they are hurting.
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Little has been said in the press or in the speech the
Minister for Agriculture speech made yesterday
about where the money will be spent. I believe that
is because the government is attempting to cover the
backs of the members who represent it in the bush.
The Treasurer admitted that the cut of 8 per cent to
the agricultural budget since this government was
elected was not a good move and that all the
government is doing is returning the money that it
cut from the budget.
The Minister for Agriculture admitted that the
money is a top-up for already ongoing programs. I
shall come back to that later, but I first want to share
with honourable members the attempted cover-up
by the minister. I asked the Department of
Agriculture for a briefing, but it gave the excuse that
no-one was available. I assumed no-one was
available for a briefing because so many staff have
been made redundant in that department. On
Monday the story changed. The department said it
could not give a briefing to a shadow minister
because the Governor's speech was not a bill. The
real story came later when the department said that
it did not know how the money would be spent so it
could not tell me anything about it. The department
had received a windfall -like 40 pieces of silver!
I am pleased that some programs will be topped up,
but the government is doing it for the wrong
reasons - so the Minister for Agriculture can make
all the right sounds when travelling around the bush
and say that the government is doing the right thing
for rural Victoria. It is just like the charade of
reopening Parliament. Government members travel
through rural Victoria saying 'We care for you; we
have given you some money but we cannot give you
the fine details of how it will be spent'. If members
of the government believe they will buy silence from
their critics in the bush, they are greater fools than
we thought.
Country people know who has inflicted the pain.
They know who has closed their schools and their
train tracks; they know who has sounded the death
knell for many small rural communities - the
members of both parties to whom they have been
loyal year after year, the people who sit on the
governmentbackbench. The govenunenthas
delivered the slash-and-burn policy. Rural people
cannot count on the govenunent, as we saw with the
1993 floods in north-eastern Victoria when it
allocated the minimum amount for relief and
blamed the federal government for its lack of
support.
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I now touch on areas where the money is
supposedly being spent. As I said, most of the
initiatives are already in train. So it is wrong to use
the word 'initiative' in the press release because that
means a first step or a commencing move or a
decision being taken without being prompted. The
government was prompted all right; it was
prompted by rural people, but one must say that the
supposed increase in money was not what was
exactly wanted by rural Victoria.

former Commissioner for Equal Opportunity, Moira
Rayner, and the Director of Public Prosecutions. It
has also made major amendments to the freedom of
information legislation that have made it more
difficult and more costly to obtain information. It
has restricted the rights of teachers to freedom of
speech and initiated planning laws that will sweep
aside the concerns of residents. They are just a few
of the things that have happened under this
government.

I am pleased that the government is committed to
the clean food from dean agriculture program, a
policy initiated by the former Labor government. I
wonder about programs such as Wool 2000, which is
about quality control. I am a supporter of quality
control of products, but I wonder why the
Department of Agriculture is doing the work of
wool brokers and allowing the market to determine
quality control.

It is ignoring the view of Europe, and Germany in
particular, which is that you should allow the
market as much freedom as is consistent with the
maintenance of human dignity. This government
does not even acknowledge unions, but in countries
such as Germany most company boards have union
representation. This government believes only in
individuals.

I note that funding for the encouragement of
feedlots has been increased, but that program and
the super on pasture program are two areas about
which I am concerned, especially when examined
alongSide the budget cuts to the Landcare program.
The minister has not spoken about the stress on land
caused by over fertiliSing and the pollution from
animal waste. Sustainability is a word used in
passing but it should be the cornerstone of the
government's proposals. I would have liked to have
seen brave, real initiatives such as farming without
chemicals and training for all research people so
they can deliver better extension work. That is how
grass-roots extension work should be handled.

This government works for the Walkers of this
world, the individual who silently agrees with the
dictator and who is in the game for what he can get.
This is a government for a select number of people;
it is not a government for the people of Altona or the
majority of people in country Victoria. This
government works with a flawed economic theory
that has left us in poverty and strife. This
government works only for its friends and arranges
for its friends to have salaries of $8 million - a sum
that is beyond the realm of our imagination. This
government says 'productivity at all costs', even to
the detriment of our land. This government is
hell-bent on selling our assets and leaving a great
many in poverty.

At Wedderbum last week a research scientist with
the Department of Agriculture refused to continue
with his program and his consultation with farmers
because he said that they and the surroundings were
not up to the standards he was used to. He was
speaking to families who had 300 bales of wool or
more on sale per season!

Mrs ELLIOTI (Mooroolbark) - It gives me great
pleasure to contribute to the address-in-reply and to
convey the regards of the people of Mooroolbark to
His Excellency the Honourable Richard McGarvie
and Mrs McGarvie and the loyalty of the people of
Mooroolbark to Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth the
Second.

I conclude by commenting on the government's
dictatorial manner. The great worry for many
Victorians is that we are being led by a potential
dictator whose legislation is opening up the
possibility for abuse of our democratic system and is
leaving us with a community divided.

I was interested by the comment from the
honourable member for Altona that only dictators
have bands, uniforms, pomp and ceremony.
Dictators do. However, the only time that England
has been under the control of a dictator was at the
time of Oliver Cromwell, and there was no pomp
and ceremony then. The small cost of celebrating the
opening of state Parliament would be minuscule
compared with the cost of three by-elections -one
in the electorate of Williamstown, one in the
electorate of Broadmeadows and one to be held in
the electorate of Pascoe Vale - all caused by the

The government has failed to appoint a permanent
Public Advocate; it has made more than
50 amendments to the Constitution; it has taken
away the right of appeal to government actions and
decisions; it has attacked the independence of the
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premature resignations of members of the
opposition. The few glasses of champagne and cakes
we had last Tuesday pale into insignificance
compared with the cost of those by-elections.
I should like to reflect on the nature of leadership.
Some years ago I read an article by, strangely
enough, Rod Cameron who was at the time the
pollster for the ALP. He said that the key qualities a
politician needs are 'in-touchness, credibility and a
perception of strength'. I hope all members of
Parliament keep those three qualities in mind. For a
leader you need to add the qualities of vision and
the ability to inspire ordinary people to do
extraordinary things.
As an historian I was thinking about people who are
widely recognised as leaders and four, none of
whom is alive today, came to mind. The first was
Jeanne d' Arc or Joan of Arc, a peasant girl who led
an army of soldiers to watch the French dauphin be
crowned in Reims Cathedral. She had no education
and was poverty stricken but she had an innate
quality of leadership that made people want to
follow her. During the Second World War the voice
of the free world belonged to Winston Churchill,
and his comment at the Battle of Britain, 'Never in
the field of human conflict was so much owed by so
many to so few,' has always stayed in my mind.
Nobody would dispute that he was a leader or that
he inspired ordinary people from all sorts of
backgrounds to undertake extraordinary feats of
bravery and daring during the war.
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with massive debt to one where people feel
optimistic, where debt as a proportion of the gross
state product is declining and where businesses and
individuals have the hope they never had during the
decade of Labor government. The culture of Labor
government seems to be to keep people dependent
and in some subtle way make them feel guilty for
imagined misdeeds, then bestow upon them a sort
of state-sponsored absolution when the government
feels ready to convey it
Governments on our side of politics encourage
people to be independent and to take responsibility
for themselves. We encourage independence and
self-reliance because of the nature of the leadership
we have. No government can ensure that every
individual and enterprise can agree and take
calculated risks without being exposed to the
vicissitudes of life and downturns in fortune.
Individuals and enterprises must take risks, but
Victoria has the right leadership for the time.
I read both the Age and the Herald Sun and I was
interested to see the convergence of editorials this
morning. The Herald Sun referred to the Premier as:
turning around Victoria's fortunes in a spectacular way.

The opposition would say that it was what one
would expect from that newspaper, but the Age
editorial says:
if the polls are to be believed, the job is his for almost as

far ahead as he cares to look.

Mahatma Gandhi, who was a member of a despised
race, promoted the doctrine of passive resistance
against what he thought was inequality and
injustice. He dared to go to Buckingham Palace
dressed, as Queen Mary scathingly put it, in a nappy
to meet the king, and the king treated him as an
equal. John Kennedy, who became President of the
United States, said:
... ask not what your country can do for you - ask
what you can do for your country.

Unfortunately revisionist historians have in some
way besmirched the reputations of all four of those
people. Joan of Arc was seen as an hysteric, and
various authors have seen Churchill, Gandhi and
Kennedy as lacking in some way. But they were men
and women of their time and they shared the quality
of leadership and the ability to inspire others.
We now have leadership of this quality in Victoria.
Victoria has gone from being a rust-bucket state

This is the nature of leadership: a person who is so
far out in front that everybody recognises him as a
leader. What has been achieved under this
outstanding leadership? I have recently received
several invitations to visit the country to speak,
mostly about education for girls, and there is no
doubt that the drought is having an awful impact on
country people. I feel for them. I have certainly
noticed the steady rise in petrol prices the further
one goes from the metropolitan area.
I was interested in and enthused by the tiny bush
schools that have a satellite dish on the roof. Under
the Schools of the Future program and the
innovation of things such as the interactive satellite
learning network, children in small schools and in
the remotest parts of the state will be able to
participate in learning experiences they never had
before. With the aid of computers and satellites, one
teacher will be able to open new worlds, particularly
in science and technology, to the students. Under the

GOVERNOR'S SPEECH
Wednesday. 14 September 1994

ASSEMBLY

recent rOWld of principal selections 24 out of 62
positions were given to women, which is a rise from
18 per cent to 37 per cent. The previous government
talked about advancing women and women's causes
but this government, under outstanding leadership,
has done something about it.
I have no doubt that the number of women
principals has risen because of the Department of
Education's initiatives, under the control of the
minister. They include the introduction of the
Women in Leadership programs, through which
women have been not only encouraged to submit
themselves for appointment to principal class
positions but also equipped with the skills to so
apply. The latest rOWld of principal selections is
evidence of that. No doubt we will see a similar rise
in the number of women vice-principals once the
vice-principal selections are concluded.
In Mooroolbark a considerable amount of money
has been allocated to improve schools. Wonga Park
Primary School- it is a small bush school, although
suburbia seems to be creeping up quickly - has
received hmds to upgrade its facilities and build a
new library.
Under the former Labor government Montrose
Prjmary School had become the most dilapidated
school in my electorate, but with the aid of
government funds it has been completely
transformed. The school is in a rural setting, with
Mount Dandenong in the background, and the
department has erected a lichgate and a timber
picket fence, which suit the school.
I have done some teaching at the Pembroke
Secondary College, which has developed a
secondary campus after receiving a large grant to
establish a senior secondary college on a stand-alone
campus. The college will be an educational leader in
the electorate of Mooroolbark and will give students
the chance to learn in a senior secondary college
environment and to have an educational experience
they could not have had before.
When I have taught at that school - partly to keep
my hand in and partly to see what is happening in
education - I have been surprised and pleased to
see the responsiveness of the students. I was
teaching Shakespeare - Mr Haermeyer - Was he a good student?
MI5 ELLIOIT - At least 15 male and female
students were studying Macbeth, and all were
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responsive. They had read the play and knew
something about it.
I see no signs of educational decline under this
government. Rather, I see enthusiasm on the part of
students and staff. I publicly thank Pembroke
Secondary College for giving me, a parliamentarian,
the opportunity to have that experience.
The Minister for Public Transport has announced the
introduction of automated ticketing. Unlike the
infamous scratch-ticket fiasco Wlder the former
government, this move is in line with what has
happened in Europe. Those honourable members
who have travelled overseas will know how
convenient it is to be able to use an automatic
ticketing system that applies to all routes, thereby
facilitating travel.
The small timber station at Mooroolbark, which is
the second-last station on the Lilydale line, has not
yet been automated. Although that station had
become dilapidated Wlder the previous government,
it has been upgraded. The stationmaster, John, is
proud of his station. The booking office is about as
big as a cupboard but he has plants everywhere and
historic photographs on the walls.
I was most delighted when the Minister for Public
Transport unveiled the Mooroolbark station
renovations. The minister's release of funds for the
project has given a lift to the community pride of
Mooroolbark residents and shopping centre traders.
Football is thriving in Mooroolbark, as is soccer. One
of the local junior soccer teams has found it hard to
attract students to play on weekends, because many
have part-time jobs. With the aid of a grant from the
Minister for Police and Emergency Services under
the Start program, the Mooroolbark Junior Soccer
Club has installed floodlights at its oval so young
people can play at night in a six-a-side competition.
The games are fast and quick, with maximum player
involvement and participation. The players do not
have to be available on Saturdays. Many of them
work at KFC or McDonalds family restaurants
earning money to help family finances and, no
doubt, to finance leisure activities.
I also pay tribute to the number of sporting
volunteers in my electorate, not only in football and
soccer but also in basketball and netball, who give
their time freely to help young people. They ask for
very little in return. They are delighted to have the
interest of their local member and to receive grants
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from the government to enable them to provide
better facilities for the young people in my electorate.
Yellow Pages Australia, publishers of the small
business index, says small business confidence has
risen. In the 12 months to June 1994 the number of
small businesses registered with Yellow Pages
increased from 30 per cent to 64 per cent of total
entries. I can see signs of that rise in confidence in
Croydon, where my office is situated. During the
day it is almost impossible to park a car in the main
street or in the adjacent car parks. If I ask local
businesses, 'How are you going?', most say, 'We
cannot complain'.
We were overwhelmed by those who accepted
invitations to a recent business breakfast. Local
comments about the leadership of the government
are frequent and unsolicited. People have a sense
that something is happening, that Victoria is indeed
on the move - and not to Queensland, although I
suspect many who have gone to Queensland have
earned sufficient money here to be able to retire to a
warmer climate. Many older people are using their
superannuation or are reaping the rewards of their
success in business or in former jobs to retire to a
place they find better for their health.
Victoria is on the move, as is symbolised by what is
happening in Melbourne. Sundays now seem like
weekdays, especially in and around the city or on
the roads leading to it. Once you could shoot a
cannon along Swanston or Bourke Street on a
Sunday and nobody would be hurt! Now the
number of cars trying to gain access to Southgate
and the city on any Sunday is extraordinary. I get a
real lift whenever I travel on the tram and see the
signs of civic pride in and enthusiasm for our city.
That was epitomised last week when I was handing
out daffodils to mark National Cancer Day. I was
pleased by the number of people who gave
donations and took daffodils with a smile. Some
spontaneously tucked their daffodils behind the ears
of the statues of the three men at the corner of
Bourke and Swanston streets.
A sculpture called the Public Purse has miraculously
appeared in the Bourke Street mall. I do not know
where it came from. I do not think the government is
responsible for it but it adds a lightness of heart and
a sense of fun to the city. It is an indication that the
community feels both the state and Melbourne are
on the move.
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I also like very much the statues of the pig, the horse
and the other animals on poles at the intersection of
Bourke and Swanston streets. They give a sense of
permanent celebration, which costs our citizens very
little but which provides symbols for our city and
our state.
Mr Mildenhall - What about the sheep
stampeding through the city the other day?
Mrs ELLlOTI - I am glad I was not in the way!
On a rather more sober note - away from the
circuses, as the honourable member for Altona
described them - Significant changes have been
made to the community's advantage in the
Attorney-General's portfolio. Recently I spent some
time talking to the people who constitute the
Community Council Against Violence. There is no
doubt that the initiatives they are taking through the
task forces on victims of crime, community violence
and violence against women will make our
community safer.
A great deal was talked about during the marches to
reclaim the night, which were particularly for
women. Certainly there was a great deal of
enthusiasm for making the city, suburbs and streets
safer for all people, particularly for women, but
nothing concrete was done. I am confident that the
Community Council Against Violence, which was
an initiative of the Attorney-General, will make an
enormous difference to the people of this state,
particularly for women and for young people, so
that they can use our streets and publiC transport
more safely.
The introduction of measures like victim impact
statements have given the victims of crime a voice
which they did not have before. Victims have a
chance to say how crimes have affected them and, in
the case of murder, have affected family members
and others close to the person who has been
murdered.
The introduction of the appeals court will reduce the
time taken to bring appeals to court and result in
greater administrative efficiency. It seems that every
day of every week the Attorney-General, over the
three portfolios that she covers, women's affairs,
Attorney-General and administrative appeals, is
introducing some new measure that will assist the
community, particularly in the difficult area of
justice. I put on record how much I admire her for
the courage with which she has been inspired to
undertake that work, sometimes in the face of the
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opposition of vested interests or the very vocal
resistance of some of the people involved.
Leadership is an intangible quality. It is often
something that you know when you see it, but it is
hard to quantify and to qualify. A leader needs
courage; a leader needs not to care whether he or she
is popular; a leader needs to have a vision and to
have the strength to see it through; and a leader
needs to inspire the other members of his or her
team to share the vision and, in the areas for which
they are responsible or which they are supporting, to
carry through the reforms necessary to take a state
or a nation forward.
There is general consensus in the community,
certainly in my electorate of Mooroolbark, that we
have this sort of leadership in the state, not only
from the Premier but from the ministers right
through to the backbenchers who have shown
extraordinary courage, fortitude and strength in
implementing changes and reforms and taking the
hard times with the good times.
As a backbencher of two years standing I have
found it fascinating to be involved in the life of this
house and in the life of my electorate. I have learnt a
great deal, but I think I have learnt most from the
people who lead us, the ministers and our leader. I
pay tribute to them and to all the people of Victoria
who show such great humour in difficult times that very resilient sense of humour which is
epitomised on most Saturdays as people throughout
the state stop to watch their teams win or lose. Sport
has played an enormous part in our nation's
enterprise through times of war and times of peace.
Sport is one of the things that unite us, whatever our
political views, and it is a time when leaders and
people who work in whatever areas they can are
able to get together and enjoy themselves.
Mr SERCOMBE (Niddrie) - I commend the
honourable member for Mooroolbark, who has
shown that in her previous career she was a teacher
of drama and that she has been able to maintain her
acting ability. Quite straight-faced and without
laughing she compared the Premier to people like
Joan of Arc, Mahatma Gandhi, John Kennedy and
Winston Churchill. She said that without laughing;
she ought to be commended for the theatrical skills
that she continues to demonstrate.
Probably the only person with whom she compared
our Premier who might be appropriate for
comparison was Joan of Arc. She was burnt at the
stake, and I imagine that in due course Jeffrey will
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be burnt at the political stake and go the way of his
conservative colleagues in Canada, which I recently
had the privilege of visiting. A comparably
ham-fisted conservative government was reduced
from being a government to having only two seats in
the Canadian House of Commons. That is probably
the burning at the stake that our leader will
experience, and in that way he will be comparable
with Joan of Arc.
As for comparing our leader in this state with people
like John Kennedy and Mahatma Gandhi, who
bound their communities together and were not
people who engaged in the politics of divisiveness, it
is laughable. Even a great conservative like Winston
Churchill would wince at the New Right politics
that is being shown in this state. I commend the
honourable member for Mooroolbark for her
contribution and the fact that she said what she did
with a straight face.
As I indicated, recently, along with several other
members of the Parliament, I had the pleasure and
privilege of travelling overseas with the
parliamentary Crime Prevention Committee. As
members of the house would appreciate, while that
committee is deliberating on its reference it is quite
improper and inappropriate for members to make
comments that go to the reference. The reference the
committee has is in relation to reporting on sexual
offences on adults and children. I do not intend to
breach the processes of the committee by making
direct references to those aspects of the committee's
work except to say that I think the committee will
come up with a number of outstanding reports.
Certainly the committee has been working hard in
an area that is most important to the operation of
our society, the criminal justice system, and other
aspects of our society. I believe the committee will
produce radical proposals that will stimulate a
wide-ranging debate in the community.
One of the great advantages of travelling with
colleagues is that you have the opportunity to
consider other broader issues of your own society
and your own responsibilities as a member of
Parliament, based upon what you observe in a more
general way in other communities. Certainly a trip
overseas has some downsides. I can assure
honourable members that sharing a hotel room with
people like the honourable member for Knox and
the honourable member for Malvern has some
definite limitations to it, but we are all sworn to
secrecy on those matters.
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Nonetheless there was a significant learning
opportunity, particularly in the United States of
America, which is a society of considerable strength.
By Australian standards it is society of considerable
openness in all sorts of ways. I was immensely
impressed with the extraordinary degree of pride in
the society, which is reflected in the priorities that
governments give to matters of their cultural and
national heritage. I am sure I will be able to refer in
other debates to the pride that Americans generally
feel for their heritage and the considerable effort that
is put into conserving that cultural heritage.
I have made speeches in the house on previous
occasions about the need to give more adequate
attention in Australia in general and Victoria in
particular to the areas of law enforcement and crime
prevention that the committee has been dealing with
and to ways in which the most contemporary
technology can be applied to the difficult tasks that
police forces need to deal with. Looking at the
operation of organisations like the Federal Bureau of
Investigation and the Royal Canadian Mounted
Police one sees that they are considerably in advance
of Victoria in the application of contemporary
technology to the activities of their police forces, and
they are areas where we can learn a considerable
amount.
There are also considerable problems. When visiting
American cities one readily comes to an
understanding and appreciation of the fact that
Melbourne ought quite proudly to hold high its
mantle as the world's most livable city. To describe
some American cities as war zones is, frankly, not
terribly far from the truth. The operation of the
criminal justice system in the United States of
America ought in all sorts of ways be underlining
important lessons that we as a Parliament should
learn. However, I fear there are some things in the
American experience from which the government
will not learn adequately, and I will refer to some of
those as I go along.
The committee was in Los Angeles while the now
infamous O. ]. Simpson murder trial was getting
under way. The extraordinary media hype one sees
in those sorts of celebrity cases - the Menendez
case was on earlier in the year -illustrates the
impossibility of getting a fair trial in that sort of
environment. The immense costs involved in getting
access to justice in that sort of system are frightening.
Wha t is of more concern than those sorts of things is

that the level of crime and the perception of the level
of crime is very much top-of-the-pops, if you like, in
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Americans' view of world. The way the media
continually focuses on crime and the way the
opinion polls reflect American attitudes to that is
having an effect on the way public policy is
formulated. It is no surprise that in America
politicians of all persuasions are under immense
pressure to jump on the law-and-order bandwagon.
It is not the level of crime that is a problem on that
bandwagon - bad as it is, and in a number of areas
it is horrific by Australian standards - but the fear
of crime. As politicians we need to be extremely
cautious about generating the fear people living in
ordinary communities in America have of walking
down the street and carrying out ordinary tasks. It is
extremely irresponsible to talk up the fear of
crime - as members of this government have a
tendency to do - to talk up law and order and to go
around banging the drum and exacerbating fears in
the community, because those fears are often, if
anything, more corrosive than some of the realities
of crime.

The rhetoric evident in the USA is
counterproductive in all sorts of ways. There is a
focus on the role of the police and crime in society
that is almost a cops-and-robbers or
cowboys-and-indians type of thing, without
adequate attention being given to the real measures
that are necessary, to recognising that crime is a
social issue and problem and that it arises out of
SOCiety, and to addressing the fundamental causes of
crime in society such as inequality and the lack of
investment in urban infrastructure.
Many American cities, particularly the central parts,
have been allowed to deteriorate to disgraceful
levels through the absence of investment in
infrastructure and the lack of commitment to real
equality of opportunity and outcomes for the future.
The lack of focus on that in the USA - because the
focus is all on the knee-jerk reaction to the
immediacy of the crime - is immensely alarming. It
is of concern that the social agenda the Victorian
government is following, of widening the social
inequalities that occur under the sorts of policies and
priorities the government pursues, suggests we
might also go down that sort of track; that the focus
of law enforcement and the priority that ought to be
given to crime rest not on prevention, where it ought
to rest, but on the knee-jerk reaction and on
adopting the approach that as a community we
simply need to impose tougher sentences and build
more prisons, preferably private prisons. The
Minister for Corrections, who has just come into the
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chamber, is enthusiastic about those prisons, which I
will speak about later if I have time.
It is of concern that the government does not
address the reality that, no matter what you do,
most people who are convicted of offences sooner or
later return to the community. To invest in a safer
community you must address issues of
rehabilitation, training within the correctional
system and the provision of jobs, education, training
and support for prisoners on their release from
prison. Those are the areas in which the record in
many parts of the United States is mixed. We can
learn some things from America, but in my view the
government is not giving appropriate priority to
those areas, which ought also to be the subject of
very careful deliberation in this Parliament.
If we are to preserve the status of Australian cities
like Melbourne as the most livable cities in the
world, it is Vitally important that we as politicians
do not give in to knee-jerk reactions to crime and the
fear of crime, but that we handle the subject
intelligently and rationally. As one very impressive
prison administrator in the USA said to the
committee, building more prisons as a solution to
crime, as this government is dOing, is the equivalent
of building more hospital beds as a response to the
AIDS epidemic. The comparison is fairly apt. The
reality is that it simply does not work because it
does not address the problems where they need to
be addressed.

From that point of view it is important that the
government give serious attention to the priorities in
its approach to criminal justice and that we do not
do as the Americans are doing and go down the
track of applying resources in areas where they will
provide a minimal return. That will not produce
safer communities; it will simply result in larger and
more embittered prison populations and perpetuate
social inequalities and the misallocation of resources
through paying for a correctional system that
underpins the problem.
Already the USA has an incarceration rate that is six
times the rate in Australia. In some states, such as
Texas, it is considerably higher. Does anyone
seriously suggest that cities in the United States are
safer than cities in Australia - safer than
Melbourne - because of the priority that is given to
the way the prison system there operates on high
levels of incarceration?
In the USA there is an emphasiS on the death
penalty as some sort of panacea for the problems of
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entrenched crime in that society. The view I rapidly
reached there was that that approach is simply part
of a cops-and-robbers, knee-jerk reaction that does
not solve the problem. In my view it contributes to
the problem because it contributes to a more
brutalised view of the way societies ought to
operate. There is a set of very negative lessons to be
learnt from the USA.
The failure of American society to deal with guns,
the extraordinary presence in that society of all sorts
of firearms and the quite obvious contribution of a
lax regulation of firearms to not only the number
and horrific nature of offences because of the
destructive capacity of firearms but also to the social
atmosphere, which results from their presence, is
alarming and of concern.
Mr Mildenhall- Will the Clinton bill help?
Mr SERCOMBE - I will come to that in a
moment. It is relevant to our society because of the
temptation on the conservative side of politics,
particularly among the rural, redneck rump of the
coalition, to in some way regard the watering down
of gun laws as being remotely politically acceptable
and to think that in some way you can knee-jerk to
some vested interests around the place. I notice the
honourable member for Swan Hill has joined us. I
suggest that a visit to any American city would very
quickly disabuse honourable members of any desire
to water down the appropriate, very strict
regulations on firearms in Australia.
The honourable member for Footscray kindly
invited me to refer briefly to the Clinton crime bill,
which has been before the United States Congress.
The crime bill is a classic example of the sort of
knee-jerk, get-tough-with-it-type reaction to crime
without adequately addressing the social causes of
crime and the implications of applying all your
resources to larger law enforcement and prison
systems.
The Clinton crime bill includes the provision of
'three strikes and you're out!' - that is, if you are
convicted of three felonies you are put away for life.
This policy simply will not work because juries will
not convict people for relatively minor felonies if the
result of those convictions will be to put them away
for life.
The bill also includes the provision for mandatory
lO-year sentences for those encouraging people
under 18 years of age to join gangs. A mandatory
10-year sentence for that sort of offence is simply not
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addressing the sorts of social problems in American
cities that need to be addressed if, in fact, solutions
to the horrific levels of gang violence that exist in a
number of American cities are to be addressed.
To apply resources for 100 000 extra police in the
United States and to have sentencing policies which
will result in dramatic blow~uts of prison
populations in the US is in my view a quite
irresponsible application of limited monetary
resources that should be available to the community
and should be applied to much more effective and
meaningful solutions to community problems.
The implications of the sentencing proposals in the
United States bill will result in hundreds of
thousands of additional people being placed in
American prisons. Does anyone seriously believe
that will produce safer communities? As I have said
on a number of occasions such a political agenda is a
knee-jerk response. It will not seriously make for
safer communities.
The level of outlays talked about are mind-blOwing.
In the state of Maryland, for example, it is estimated
by the Washington Post that in the next decade
something like $400 million will be required for
additional prison accommodation as a consequence
of this style of approach; and Maryland is only one
of 50 states, and a relatively small one at that.
There are enough commonalities between the
philosophical approach to the criminal justice
system and crime in the United States and what this
government - particularly the rednecks, but even
government members generally - is doing to be
alarming
We hear the panacea offered from time to time that
somehow the problems can be dealt with by the
privatisation of the prisons and that in some way
there can be a blow~ut in Victoria's prison
population as a result of the policies the government
is pursuing without its having to face up to the real
cost implications of that policy. The realities of that
situation are a nonsense.
Earlier this year in the Herald Sun the honourable
member for Glen Waverley wrote an article in his
capacity as chairman of one of the more obscure
coalition committees, in which he compared
Pentridge prison and its operating costs with-Mr Pescott interjected.
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Mr SERCOMBE - I am referring to it,
Mr Minister, because the member made a
nonsensical point - and it is a rather obscure
committee. The honourable member for Glen
Waverley indicated that it costs something like
$80 000 to keep a person in Pentridge. That is simply
not the case. The figure from the corrections division
is $53 4O<k:xid.
The honourable member for Glen Waverley then
compared the cost of housing a prisoner in
Pentridge with the cost at Borallon private prison in
Queensland, which apparently is $47 000, and he
suggested that the main difference is that Borallon is
run by private enterprise. In actual fact, the main
difference is that Pentridge is a maximum-security
prison and it is 150 years old. Borallon is a low to
medium-security prison and it is purpose-built for
contemporary circumstances. It cannot be compared
in any way to Pentridge. If it is compared to prisons
in Victoria such as Barwon and to government
prisons in Queensland such as Lotus Glen, frankly,
the financial differences are fairly insignificant and
the government will not avoid, as American
governments will not avoid, the implications of its
criminal justice policies in the budget by thinking
that privatisation can in some way deal with that
situation.
Apart from the cost issues there are more
fundamental problems with the path this
government is taking us on in relation to the
privatisation of prisons. There simply has not yet
been an adequate explanation by the government as
to how, in a dual-track prison system - a system
with both private and public prisons - you ensure
any sort of consistency of standard and treatment
between the two systems.
Almost inevitably what will occur in Victoria, just as
it occurs in other jurisdictions, is that the more
difficult to manage prisoners - the problem
prisoners - will all end up in the public system and
what the correctional people describe as 'the choir
boys' will be in the private system. Therefore, there
will not be an appropriate point of comparison
As to the standards that will apply in private prisons
in Victoria, earlier this year the Victorian
government advertised a 10-page functional brief for
people to come forward with propositions about
constructing private prisons. That brief did not
mention the words 'education', 'training' or
'rehabilitation' and had nothing to do with the
planning and setting of standards that the
government expects to be achieved in the private
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system, which are so fundamental to achieving
satisfactory outcomes in the prison system and to
improving the safety of the community.
The government has not explained how it proposes
to delegate the legal authority for discipline within a
private prison system to another authority.

Mr Leigh interjected.
The ACflNG SPEAKER (Mr Cunningham) Order! The honourable member for Mordialloc is
out of order and out of his place.
Mr SERCOMBE - He is out of his mind rather
than out of his place! That is a more appropriate
description of the honourable member for
Mordialloc, although he would be a suitable
candidate for Kooyong, perhaps.
There has been no attempt by the government to
explain how it will delegate legal authority within
the system for punishment and the denial of
privileges to prisoners. It simply has not addressed
crucial issues such as how you protect the rights of
prisoners and the rights of employees and officers of
private prisons in a difficult situation, which has
conventionally and traditionally been a crucial role
of government.

It has addressed neither public accountability nor
the absence of transparency in contract agencies
between private operators and governments; these
matters and the discouragement of debate on the
question of private versus public standards of prison
operations are matters of great concern.
In Queensland a well-known academic is currently
subject to litigation from a private prison operator
because he dared to make cost comparisons between
private and state-run prisons. The operators of
private prisons have attempted to silence a person
representing community legal aid organisations in
Victoria on precisely the same basis. If that use of the
law to try to silence debate on important issues
relating to the privatisation of the prison system is
symptomatic of what will happen in the future, we
have a great deal to be concerned about in areas that
have some sensitivity in our social lives.

The problems of private prisons in Queensland
continue. Earlier I referred to Borallon prison. Since
the Arthur Gorrie remand and reception centre
opened 20 months ago it has had a chequered
history. In that time there have been four deaths, a
number of serious incidents including suicide, riots,
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fires, and allegations of serious assault and rape
within the protection unit. In case anyone jumps to
the conclusion that those deaths and rapes are part
of the normal operation of prison life, I point out
that the old Boggo Road gaol that the private prison
replaced had only two deaths over a number of
years before its closure. There are apparently
significant management problems that may well be
related to staffing levels, and they continue to
plague the models of private prisons that this
government is holding up as being appropriate for
Victoria.
The government has not given proper explanations
about how it intends to deal with some of the
problems to which I have referred. We seem to have
a view from the government that in some way it can
carry on a redneck, knee-jerk, law-and-order agenda
for its own political purposes and can avoid the cost
implications and the blow-out in numbers that will
occur by some process of privatisation.
The facts are that it simply will not work; it will
expose the Victorian community to very serious risk.
One problem is that much of the public debate at the
present time is constricted; the key participants in
the debate are subject to litigation or threats of
litigation because they have sought to make
comment. In one instance, a person sought to
exercise academic freedom on a research project and
consequently found himself in difficulty. That does
not augur well for the high levels of accountability
and expectation that the Victorian public should
have for the efficient, proper, accountable and
transparent operation of its correctional system in
the future.
Mrs McGILL (Oakleigh) - I am pleased to be
able to participate in the address-in-reply debate
and, on behalf of the people of Oakleigh, I commend
the fine and outstanding representation the
Honourable Richard McGarvie and his wife accord
the people of Victoria.
I will focus on a specific group of people that I have
called the quiet achievers. The new Equal
Opportunity Commission has hit the ground
running; it is a splendid example of the effectiveness
of the state government's determination and its
receptiveness to the need for reform. Although the
new commission commenced on only 1 July this
year it is already operating a streamlined complaint
and resolution service in accordance with the
Attorney-General's imperatives for improved
performance under the Victorian Equal Opportunity
Act.
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Within a two-month period it has: firstly,
detennined its mission; secondly, delineated the role
of the five members; and, thirdly, established
procedures for the members to detennine which
complaints proceed to conciliation, which should be
declined and which should be given an extension of
time under the act.

backlog in investigations of close to 500 files.
However, the profesSionalism and effectiveness of
the new commission is evident when during its first
two months - by the end of August this year more than 60 per cent of the files backlog had been
acted upon through the processes of either being
investigated or conciliated.

The commission has implemented an infrastructure
that will expedite the handling of cases and preclude
unacceptable delays. Accordingly, all parties in a
case will now know the precise passage of their
matter and the stage of processing, thereby
eliminating a source of frustration, dissatisfaction
and anxiety resulting from the inefficiencies of the
administration system.

I advise the house that no indication was ever given
to the Attorney-General by the previous equal
opportunity commissioner of any backlog in the
system. No mention was made of the SOO-file
backlog.
An article on discrimination in the Herald Sun of
23 August refers to a solicitor, Melinda Richards:

To ensure efficiency and effectiveness in its actions
the commission has determined its priorities for the
next six months. These are: to further streamline the
inquiry and complaint resolution processes; to
eliminate the backlog of complaints by the end of
November this year; to implement the commission's
new organisation to enable it to fulfil its
responsibilities; to relocate to new accommodation,
preferably a shop front site; to increase public
visibility and enhance accessibility to its services; to
introduce an effective EDP, case management and
telephone inquiries service; to prepare and distribute
basic information about the commission service in
relevant languages; and to ensure ongoing staff
development in the process of complaint resolution.

Ms Richards believes that although the federal Sex
Discrimination Act and Victoria's Equal Opportunity
Act protect women's rights, both the federal and state
anti-discrimination agencies are underresourced.

The commission will not remain static in its
perception of discrimination but will undertake
ongoing research on discrimination, identify and
advise on discrimination legislation, and undertake
a broad-based community educative role through
preventive educative actions and the dissemination
of information to people about their respective
rights and responsibilities.

Mr Mildenhall - At least it was independent!

While it is fulfilling its tasks and functions under
state legislation it should not be forgotten that the
commission is also empowered to act under the
federal Racial Discrimination Act 1975 and the Sex
Discrimination Act 1984. While carrying out its new
responsibilities under the state act, over the past two
months it has also handled complaints under the
federal legislation.
It is in the area of the expeditious and satisfactory
handling of complaints that the effectiveness of the
new commission will be judged by the users of the
system. Two months would seem a short period in
which to establish a track record, particularly with a

'1 really think it is a disgrace that they put these laws
that look really good into place and then do not
support them,' she said.
The equal opportunity legislation involves bringing the
parties together for conciliation, and goes to a formal
hearing only if that fails.
'The problem is that the process is very slow and it can
be expensive,' said Ms Richards.

Mrs McGILL - And it still is. I refer to the
500-file backlog that had not previously been
brought to the attention of the Attorney-General and
to the comment of Ms Richards that these agenCies
are underresourced. The fact is that when the
500-file backlog was brought to the attention of the
Attorney-General, additional staff were put in place,
and the work of those officers has been of great
assistance in reducing the backlog. All equal
opportunity backlog files have been actioned for
investigation by August and the remaining files will
be under investigation by the end of October.
In accordance with best practice in the handling of

complaints, targets and procedures have been
introduced to ensure that the time line is met. Most
importantly, it is clear that the backlog of complaints
amassed under the old system should be eliminated
close to the end of November. That will bring to
finality the frustrations caused by uncertain waits,
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whether the customers of the service are
complainants or respondents.

It is timely and appropriate that the commission
should accord customer service its highest priority;
and its creditable attention to the backlog of cases
augurs well for its future appreciation of the needs
of users.
The commission's new complaint resolution service
implements the 1993 amendments to the Equal
Opportunity Act, increasing the timeliness and
strengthening the impartiality of the complaint
resolution service. Investigation has been separated
from conciliation. To ensure impartiality, the person
who investigates a complaint will not conciliate that
complaint.
As a result of time limits being imposed, the
commission must advise a complainant within
60 days as to whether the commission wishes to
decline the complaint. The hearing of complaints
will be expedited. A respondent can apply to have a
complaint conciliated or heard within 30 days if that
complaint concerns the implementation of a policy
decision of the respondent. Also, the commission
must assist a complainant in formulating his or her
complaint. Accountability is also important. A party
to a complaint can complain to the commission at
any time about the conduct of a conciliation
procedure.
The changes to the complaint resolution service will
mean that not only will we see a more timely and
less acrimonious resolution of complaints but the
process should be less costly for all partidpants the complainant, the respondent, employers and the
government.
In conclusion, I commend all the members of the
new commission for their magnificent efforts in
achieving so much in such a short time. I am pleased
to be able to accord due recognition to their fine
efforts in my address-in-reply speech. The members
of the commission - Diane Sisesly, who is the chief
conciliator; Virginia Rogers, the chairperson;
Daphne Milward, Michael Gorton and Regina
Foster - and the other members of the team are
working very well together. To those quiet
achievers, from the government of Victoria, I say
well done!
Ms GARBUIT (Bundoora) - In my
address-in-reply speech I want to comment on the
government's record and what it intends for some of
our community's most disadvantaged people. When
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we examine its intentions as outlined in the
Governor's speech, we find there is very little to
make us believe the government is even aware of the
range of disadvantaged people in our community,
let alone convince us that it has any idea of what it
will put in place to assist them.
Mr Mildenhall- There's very little about
anything!

Ms GARBUTf - Yes, it was a very short
address. 'That probably indicates there is very little
about the stated intentions of the government that
one should consider!
The issue I want to address today concerns the type
of society we want to live in. A traditional measure
of a civilised society is how well it cares for its most
disadvantaged, disabled and vulnerable members.
That measure has been used around the world for
many generations. Let us examine the government's
record and see how it measures up against that
traditional yardstick of a civilised society.
In particular I want to examine the services
provided for people with intellectual disabilities, for
children who are at risk of abuse and for babies,
perhaps the most vulnerable members of our
society - and in that light I shall also look at the
services available for mothers and their families.
If we look across the board at the full range of
services that have been provided by governments
for people with intellectual disabilities, we see that
in every area of their lives every service has been
slashed. The government has taken at least
$20 million per annum - it is probably closer to
$30 million per annum - from intellectual disability
services. It is very hard to tell because the figures are
fudged, which is why I have erred on the
conservative side in saying $20 million.

That includes cuts to services such as
accommodation, either in institutions or in
community residential units -it really does not
matter which, because both have been cut - day
programs provided by the Adult Training and
Support Service, recreation, advocacy and therapy.
All of them have been slashed. Of course, we can
add respite services, which have suffered not only
funding cuts but cuts in staff. That has meant a
reduction in the quality of services prOvided. At the
same time there has been an increase in the costs
imposed on these people, both in client fees - for
example, for day programs -and in rent and utility
charges for people in community residential units,
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together with the various costs involved with people
who live in institutions.
The government is about to make some
announcements. In two weeks time - it was
supposed to be next week, but it has been
postponed - the Minister for Community Services
is supposed to make three grand announcements.
The first will be about respite care; the second will
be about accommodation in community residential
units; and the third will be about institutional care.
Let us speak first about respite services. We are well
past the anniversary of the date on which the
minister issued two respite discussion papers - one
for adults and one for children. They were released
in August last year, so they are well over 12 months
old. Those discussion papers caused panic among
parents - I do not think that is putting it too
severely - because their recommendations included
a severe limitation on the use of respite care, down
to 42 days a year. Even then, you would have had to
be pretty desperate to get those 42 days. That came
at a time of cost increases, which were felt keenly by
parents who needed respite care, because the
increases were enormous. They went from very
reasonable amounts in the range of $1, $2 or $5 per
night up to $14.10 per night. So at the same time as
the respite discussion papers were causing all sorts
of concern, costs were significantly increased. We
have heard no word from the minister about his
decisions; and since then we have seen the closure of
a range of respite beds -not officially, but certainly
unofficially.
Recently I received a telephone call from a distressed
parent in the outer northern suburbs. I see the
honourable member for Tullamarine is in the
chamber; that parent probably lives in his electorate
or close to it. He reported that a respite house in
Bamford Avenue, Westmeadows, is to close its
respite beds - from now on it will be used only for
emergencies. The two respite beds in the community
residential unit in Barton Street, Kyneton, have gone.
The parent's comment was that there are now no
respite care beds available between Sunshine and
Bendigo!
The same sorts of things are happening in
Gippsland, in the southern suburbs and all around
the state. Different regions are closing respite beds.
At the same time staff numbers have fallen there has
been a deliberate reduction in rostering and a
corresponding reduction in quality. I have had
letters from parents about that matter as well. A
parent in my electorate wrote to me expressing

Wednesday, 14 September 1994

grave concern and enormous anxiety. She talked
about parents' access to the use of respite beds for
their children being so restricted, limited and
inflexible as to make them almost impossible to use.
In her letter she says:
There is strong evidence to suggest that the beds are
being taken up by clients other than those for which
they were intended, e.g., long-term placements and
crisis management. What a vicious circle! Must we all
reach crisis point before anything positive is done. Dual
suicides!!

She is talking about dual suicides. Not just her own
suicide, but her child's as well. There is plenty of
evidence-Mr Finn interjected.
Ms GARBUIT - Don't you talk to people in the
community? There is the letter.
The ACI1NG SPEAKER (Mr Perrin) - Order! I
suggest that the honourable member address the
Chair and that the honourable member for
Tullamarine stop interjecting.
Ms GARBUIT - Thank you, Mr Acting
Speaker. I have also had letters about the decline in
standards. For example, I had a letter from a parent
complaining to me about a respite house in Altona
in which the residents were not washed or shaved
properly and on occasions were not dressed and
made ready to go on the bus that transported them
to various outings because the person in charge did
not know that they had to be ready at a set time.
Those sorts of complaints come through time and
again.
Recently a survey was done by an advocacy group
called STAR Victorian Action on Intellectual
Disability, which was defunded by this government
some time ago but is still operating. The survey
paints a very grim picture of respite care services
and the reasons that the people needing long-term
care are filling respite and emergency beds. I will
refer quickly to a few figures from that survey,
which of course was undertaken from funding from
a private trust, not from government funding:
Respite: In 1993, children with long-term needs
occupied at least one-third of the designated beds in
respite facilities, approximately 55 beds in all at a cost
of $1.3 million. Adults with long-term needs occupied
at least 10 per cent of designated respite beds ... Some
respite facilities have also been turned into extended
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care facilities since the review and thus provide
ostensibly three-month placement for assessment
purposes, but in reality as in southern region, this has
meant people are still there after six months with
nowhere else to go.

Even worse, some people who need long-term care
are placed in respite: two weeks here, two weeks
somewhere else, three weeks at a third place and
then back to the first. They are in respite because
there is nowhere else to go for long-term
placements; it is an absolutely disgraceful situation.
For months the minister has been promising to
announce his decision on respite services. In fact, on
23 March this year he told this house:
... in the next few weeks the government will ...

announce the respite decisions. Within the next few
weeks! The matter has been sitting on the minister's
desk for months and he has not done anything. We
now know he will announce it, but what is he going
to announce next week? Do you think he will
announce new respite beds? No, of course not. Do
you think he will announce new funding? No, of
course not. Will he announce anything about quality
assurance? No; forget it. The most important things
will not be on the agenda and will not be announced.
Mr Finn interjected.
Ms GARBUTI - At least he has backed off from
the 42-day limit and has moved on to talk about an
entitlement. It will be a nothing announcement. It
will be his decision but it will not contain any relief
or joy for people desperately needing respite.
The figures in the budget on respite services were
very interesting. They show that it will be increased
next year to the extent that a whole 16 extra families
will get respite care -16 to meet that sort of
desperate need! It is just disgraceful. It will be a
cynical, pathetic announcement that will bitterly
disappoint parents and carers of people with
intellectual disabilities.
Mr Mildenhall - Guaranteed.
Ms GARBUTI - The second announcement will
concern the 100 extra accommodation places for
people with intellectual disabilities whose parents
are aged over 60. The budget speech announced that
$6 million in capital has been allocated, with $1
million recurrent funding this year and up to
$6 million in a full year when the program is up and
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running. I certainly welcome that; it is desperately
needed. However, it does not put back what has
already been taken out of the system: $12 million
just from residential services for the 1992-93 to the
1993-94 financial year. It does not go anywhere near
putting back what this government took out - and
it is expensive; for 100 people it works out to about
$70000 per person. In New South Wales similar
accommodation is provided for $50 000.
However, the real catch is that the proposal will not
open up new beds for people at home with elderly
carers or elderly parents; it will just take people in
respite beds needing long-term accommodation out
of those beds and give them long-term
accommoda tion. There is no real increase in the
system. It will free up some respite beds, but it will
not bring into the system any new people needing
long-term accommodation.
What is the magnitude of the problem the
government is trying to address? Once again if we
look at the STAR survey we will see the magnitude
of the problem in providing accommodation. Taking
just the cases defined by the department as urgent,
which is a very strict definition, it is really the end of
the line. The definition is:
Only where the crisis has reached an extreme or
irretrievable stage such as the death of the carer/s, total
family breakdown or ongoing and serious ill health,
evidence of abuse or neglect or involvement in the
court system.

An example was found by the STAR survey of a
father in his 90s being told to hang on just a few
more years at home with his elderly son, yet his case
was not counted as urgent; I suppose when he dies it
will be counted as urgent.
How many cases are counted as urgent? It is a little
hard to tell because the government does not keep
records of those sorts of figures. However, central
figures indicate that 354 people over the age of 40
years, most of them living with ageing parents 60
years of age and well beyond, are in urgent need of
housing. There are 354 in this very narrow,
restricted, desperate, urgent category.
Mr Mildenhall - How many beds?
Ms GARBUlT - There are 100 beds. The group
with less urgent needs is enormous, with well over
2000 people in just the four metropolitan regions
surveyed by staff. More of a worry is that even
though the government was aware of the problem,
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no system-wide planning was in place to identify
and accommodate that group.
The second announcement therefore, that we have
already seen mentioned in the budget, is a cruel trick
on those parents. It sounds good but it does not
address a real crisis in services for people with
intellectual disability.
The third announcement - which was postponed,
as I said - will concern the closure of the Janefield
and Kingsbury institutions, both in Bundoora, and
that is very welcome. This of course will be federal
capital money from the Building Better Cities
program, a program that we signed when in
government. Janefield will be reduced to
accommodating around 100 people in renovated or
perhaps new facilities. The land and the property
will be sold off. However, the disturbing part is that
after all the capital has been provided and after the
move the recurrent costs will increase by $3 million.
Compare that with the Caloola Training Centre
closure by the Labor government, praised by the
Auditor-General's report, which led to a saving of
$1.5 million in recurrent costs. This government
cannot get it right.
The $3 million will come from elsewhere in the
system and will rob other programs - more tricks,
more cutbacks. Why will it cost $3 million extra?
Because there has been no proper work force and
financial analysis. Of course you could not possibly
cooperate with the work force, could you? That
would be ideologically impossible. The government
is totally inflexible. This inflexibility and the
dogmatic approach will lead to $3 million a year
less - or 70 beds less - than could have been
achieved. There will be no extra beds. We are talking
about shifting people from institutions into more
suitable accommodation, not extra beds.
An honourable member interjected.

Ms GARBUlT - Have you read the
Auditor-General's - -
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he will do that. I doubt that it will be forthcoming or
part of his announcement.
Mr Mildenhall- They go to Wilson's salary.
Ms GARBUlT - Yes; salaries, that is where the
government sinks the money - $8 million into an
executive salary! Such money would make an
impact on this enormous problem. It may even go
some way to putting back into this system money
that the government has ripped out - up to
$30 million at least on a conservative estimate. Those
three announcements will not go anywhere near
making up that sort of loss.
I turn to some of the other services for people with
intellectual disabilities. The picture is the same; it is
a systematic cutting away of services, a disregard for
their needs, a lack of compassion and understanding
about what their needs are. Most advocacy services
were cut early in the government's term.
Information, referral and advocacy are dirty words
to the government. Those services were cut out or
cut back. It is interesting to examine this year's
budget with its output measures. Advocacy services
were listed last year but have disappeared this year;
they do not rate a line. There are no numbers; the
government does not want it measured, counted or
revealed for everybody to see that advocacy has
been wiped off the map, certainly wiped out of the
budget. There are no detailed budget output
measures.
The cuts are continuing. Over the past two weeks I
have heard of two groups that have just been
defunded. One is the Southcare group in Caulfield.
It has just been told that the coordinator and six
support workers will not be needed any more; the
service is to finish. They provide assistance to people
with intellectual disabilities and deal with 11
agencies, mainly adult training and support services,
such as those at Oaldeigh, Marriott House and
Baillieu. Last year they had 77 clients who attended
633 appointments.

Mr Mildenhall - This is in Caulfield.
An Honourable Member - No-one died; that is
a nonsense.

Ms GARBUlT - There will be no extra beds in
the exercise and it will be done at a greater cost than
necessary. What about the proceeds from the sale of
the land? Obviously the proceeds should go back
into the program and used to overcome this real
crisis. We need a commitment from the minister that

Ms GARBUIT - This is in Caulfield. The
honourable member for Caulfield should be
interested in this instead of chattering away. The
appointments covered a range of services from
B-hour general anaesthetics to hydrotherapy,
hearing, podiatry and gynaecological services. They
took them to the appointments, picked them up and
were with them. They had people from special
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accommodation homes, and others who were
referred by a whole range of agencies.
The clients in about 80 per cent of cases will now not
have access to the services. Their parents are too old
to take them, and staff at the CRUs are non-existent
during the days, and staff at day programs cannot
be replaced while they take clients to appointments.
What will happen to these people? Obviously the
government does not care - the programs are just
de funded.
The second service I refer to that has been defunded
recently is the Springvale information service for
people with disabilities. That service has won great
recognition. Recently it won a commendation in the
disability, community access and opportunity
section of the national awards for innovation in local
government. It was featured in the local newspaper,
but a week later it received the news that it will be
defunded. That specific service will be expected to
cover the whole of the region for every disability so
it will not have its current focus; it will be spread
very thinly. It is another way of making a cut in a
service.
What about the day programs provided by the adult
training and support services? They have had a
rough deal over the past two years of this
government. They were to receive 100 new places
for clients who currently have no day programs, but
those places were eliminated very early.
Mr Mildenhall interjected.
Ms GARBUIT - Absolutely. They had funding
cuts of 5 per cent and another threatened 5 per cent
cut the following year. They protested and their
funding cut was reduced to 2.5 per cent. They are
desperately struggling and the cuts have already led
to program and staffing cuts and increases in client
fees. That is hurting people with intellectual
disabilities.
At the same time these services have been changed
to unit-based funding. For many it has meant
another enormous loss of funding. They have been
put on a limited capital works program; only
$300 000 for the 120 programs around the state.
Once again the picture is the same - funding
slashed, services cut and the future very grim.
Mr Mildenhall- It is $2000 each; that is a lot,
isn't it?
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Ms GARBUTT - That will go a long way, won't
it! It is a bleak picture of services for people with

intellectual disabilities. By that traditional measure
of a civilised society and how it treats the
vulnerable, the disadvantaged and the disabled this
government fails totally. There is not a single
redeeming feature in that picture that would lead
one to say, 'Yes, it is pretty bad, but'. There are no
buts, it is all bad.
Mr Mildenhall- It's an absolute disgrace.
Ms GARBUTT - Earlier I mentioned two other
areas but time will limit me. The first is the
protection of children who are at risk of abuse. That
is a fundamental protection in our SOCiety. The
government will fail this test as well and if we look
at how it looks after mothers and babies the picture
is similar again.
Last week was Child Protection Week and this week
is National Foster Care Week. It is appropriate they
follow each other because foster care is an integral
part of our child protection system. The budget
figures are revealing; they pulled aside the curtain
that is being used to hide the real picture. It shows
that, despite a massive increase in the number of
reports of child abuse, the government has failed to
put in the resources to match the reports, and takes a
narrow view of what the child protection system is.
It thinks that if it has people to answer the telephone
that is about the end of its responsibility. The
government has failed to develop an integrated
child protection system which includes prevention.
There are very few prevention programs; the
government is not interested in them. We also need
community and professional education programs.
The government has had to put the bare minimum
into professional education because it has mandated
a whole range of professions to report child abuse,
but nothing has been put into community education.
The community has responded strongly to this issue
and is reporting suspiciOns of child abuse, but
people have not been told what to report, how to
report it or how to judge between ordinary cuts and
bruises that children receive every day and what
should be reported.
There has been no community education. The
government has not developed an overview of the
system, which includes prevention, education,
investigation and prosecution. It requires reporting
because that is where the crisis is, but it does not
provide the accommodation and support services
for children and non-abusive family members, nor
does it provide treatment, counselling, support
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services for the victims or treatment for the
perpetrators. It has failed to see that we need an
integrated child protection system.
There has been a total policy failure in the shift out
of residential care to foster care. The government is
still closing residential care with the foster care
system under massive strain. The government has
failed in this policy which is where it intended to
save its money.
Mr Mildenhall - Heartless penny-pinching.

Ms GARBUIT - I t is penny-pinching. it is
totally heartless and has left children vulnerable.
There has been no encouragement for foster care
parents. In January the minister promised extra
payments to foster care parents, but we have not
seen a sign of it yet; not a cent, nothing in the budget.
Mr Mildenhall - Lightning Jack!

Ms GARBUTI - There has been a failure to
adopt video evidence. Recently the Director of
Public Prosecutions wrote to the Attorney-General
urging her without delay to implement regulations
allowing police to tape the evidence of children and
intellectually disabled people. The delay has meant
that police have been unable to videotape evidence
of children involved in allegations of child
molestation in at least two child-care centres in
Victoria.
So once again the government has failed to act and
to see that the whole system needs to be integrated.
It cannot put a limited amount of money into a
narrow part of the service and expect it to serve all
our children well. 1bat is only crisis management.
Everything else has been swamped - every bit of
prevention work undertaken by non-government
agencies, counselling. investigation and treatment
services such as those of the Royal Children's
Hospital - by the need to focus only on the crisis.
What happens when anyone tries to tell the
government about the problems? Justice Fogarty has
tried, and he has been systematically attacked up
and down the state. Recently there have been
attempts to move Greg Levine on. He cannot be left
where he knows so much and speaks out so well for
children in need of protection. In that area too the
government has failed our test; it has failed the
measure of a civilised society.
Mr Mildenhall -It cannot tolerate the truth.

Wednesday, 14 September 1994

Ms GARBUTI - It cannot tolerate the truth and
it does not protect our children at risk from abuse.
Time limitations will obviously prevent me from
talking about the changes to the maternal and child
health system and to hospitals that are forcing
mothers and their new babies out into the cold
world with very little support and without adequate
community follow-up. H we were to look at that
area in detail, the picture would be the same. The
government has no compaSSion; it is cynical beyond
belief; it bitterly disappoints those who rely on it;
and it is not prepared to use the resources of the
community to support those who most need
support. In the end it will be condemned for that.
Mr TREASURE (Gippsland East) - I am
honoured to participate in the address-in-reply
debate on the speech of His Excellency the Governor
of Victoria on behalf of the people of Gippsland
East, who have great respect for His Excellency.
When he has visited my electorate he has been well
received.
I also take this opportunity to congratulate the
government on the reforms that have taken place
over the past two years. It is most appropriate that
the Premier prorogue Parliament in the middle of
the first term and use this as an opportunity to look
forward to what is coming in the latter half of this
term of government and also to look back to see
where we have come from and what we have been
doing. In so doing I quote from an article in the
Herald Sun earlier this year in which Mr Terry
McCrann comments on the state of the economy in
Victoria:
In 1992, this state was headed to hell on a handcart.
Victorians should never forget the social and financial
wasteland which would have been our future if the
policies of the Cain-Kimer decade had been allowed to
continue.

That more than adequately describes the situation in
which we found ourselves in the latter part of 1992
on coming to government. The government has
taken on some massive reforms, and I am pleased
and proud to have been a part of those reforms. I
would like nothing less than to be here tonight
speaking on behalf of the government and knowing
that we had sat on our hands for two years and not
made the hard decisions. At least now we can look
forward with anticipation and look back with pride,
knowing that we have done something about the
situation in Victoria and not just put it aside and
taken the easy decisions. That is too much of an easy
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temptation, but it is not the way for the state to go.
1his was a great state, and the government has
embarked upon making it a great state again.
I would like to talk in some detail about the way
some government reforms have affected the state,
and particularly my electorate of Gippsland East.
Firstly I will touch upon local government. The
government has made a major move in the
restructuring of local government. I very much
dislike the term 'council mergers' because that is not
really what this is about; this is about the
restructuring and reforming of local government.
The people examining local government, the way it
has been and the way it is, would notice that up
until very recent times 210 different local
government bodies represented various parts of
Victoria and boundaries were based mainly on the
old government road districts of the past century that says a lot. The system has been running since
the last century without change and without great
thought of restructure; that system could not change
itself. It required a government of some fortitude
and foresight - and that is what the Minister for
Local Government has; the Honourable Roger
Hallam in another place has shown great fortitude
and courage in the reforms he has brought forward.
It was no good sitting on our hands. If we were
going to reform local government, it had to be done
in a very definite manner.
There are massive savings to be made in local
government. It is interesting to look at the City of
Greater Geelong as it now exists and to talk to
people from that area, as I do from time to time. The
major debate now in the City of Greater Geelong
seems to be how to spend all the savings. That is
what the community is concentrating on.
Community members are not looking back and
saying, 'We miss our old local government system',
or 'We don't like the new system'. Many people
would be hard-pressed to remember the names of
some of the older municipalities. That is how
quickly people have accepted what is going on and
the changes that have been made. Those changes
will be of benefit to the City of Greater Geelong and
the people who live there.
As change takes place across Victoria, great benefit
will be derived by the public at large because there
is potential for enormous savings and for the
redirection of large amounts of money into either
services or cost savings that might be passed back by
way of reduced rates to ratepayers.
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Touching on the subject of ratepayers, I think it is
important to note that part of the government's
strategy in local government reform is to look at the
system of rating. Victoria has had a hotchpotch of
various systems of rating over the years. To say the
least, it has been a burden on the productive sector
of Victoria. One of the aims of the government,
philosophically at least, is to relieve the burden on
the productive sector, to cut the cost of doing
business in Victoria so Victoria can attract people to
invest in the state and ultimately create jobs and
prosperity, because that is what it is all about.
Speakers on the other side tOnight have said much
about the cuts the government has made and all the
terrible things it has done, but there has not been a
squeak about the cause of those cuts and why the
government has had to take the measures it has
taken.
Further on local government reforms, it is worth
mentioning compulsory competitive tendering and
the bill that will be reintroduced into this place this
session. Over the next three years local government
will operate under a system whereby at least up to
50 per cent of works must be let out to tender. That
will expose local government to competition from
the private sector and also from other government
bodies, which will be of considerable benefit to the
taxpayer and ratepayers, resulting in another
efficiency that the public can further enjoy.
Along with this there is the new accounting system,
AAS27, which sets a benchmark by which councils
can be compared with one another and also by
which they can be compared to corporations and
private enterprise in general. 1his will give members
of the public at large a measure by which to look at
local government and decide whether their unit of
local government is efficient or inefficient. This will
force greater efficiencies upon local government,
and the community in general will benefit from that.
Gippsland East, my electorate, has seven
municipalities. At the moment debate is taking place
and considerable interest is being shown in the
restructuring process, and there is some anticipation
of how it might come out. For instance, the Shire of
Orbost in the far east of my electorate, about the
third largest shire in the state, has put forward a
proposition to amalgamate with Omeo and the
northern part of the Shire of Tambo. The Tambo
shire has suggested a coastal municipality to take in
the coastal and tourist areas in Gippsland East and
an inland municipality, which would cover most of
the farmland areas. The shire and the city of
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Baimsdale proposed that the five municipalities in
Gippsland East should be made into one
municipality, with one regional voice.
Mr Mildenhall interjected.

Mr TREASURE - We are not in the process of
sacking local government. Further to the west the
shires of Avon and Maffra are looking at the
Macalister Valley and part of the irrigation area of
the Shire of Rosedale to make up a shire that they
propose calling Wellington. The proposed shire
would roughly take in the area between Mount
Wellington and Lake Wellington. It is an interesting
proposition but it is up to the Local Government
Board ultimately to decide where it will go.
Further to the east is Lakes Entrance, which is the
tourist area of East Gippsland. It is a well-known
destination for many tourists who come to the area.
The form of local government will have a bearing on
regional development and the promotion of the
tourism industry that attracts people to the area. The
boutique tourism areas, such as Metung, which
provide high quali~ accommodation in a lakeside
setting, and other areas, such as Mallacoota further
to the east, with its pristine waterways and national
parks, are a great attraction to many tourists who
visit there annually.
The tourism industry is worth more than
$230 million annually to Gippsland East alone. It is a
growing industry, and as infrastructure improves
and with the new promotions that the Minister for
Tourism has in progress through his department,
such as the promotion of the lakes and wilderness
coast, more and more people will visit areas such as
the Buchan Caves, the high country around Dinner
Plain, Mount Hotham, Omeo and the many of the
other attractive areas in East Gippsland.
In Gippsland East there are many other industries.
Over the years that has been the key to the area's
proSperity. The timber industry has always been a
vital industry for the local economy and because of
the state forests in the Gippsland East area, it is
natural that a hardwood industry exists around it. A
large part of the area is national park, but that does
not cover all the timbered area. Of course it does
harbour a great timber industry.

The introduction of 1S-year licences by the
government has greatly enhanced the stability of the
industry and has encouraged those in the industry
to invest further in better equipment. Those licences
have also encouraged value-adding in the industry.
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Timber mills entering into IS-year licences with the
government are much encouraged to further
value-add so that the timber harvested in the area
has a value-added factor on site, or nearby, which
creates more jobs. To a large extent this helps to
replace the jobs lost as a result of technology and
mechanisation.
Mills such as the one at Swift's Creek are a classic
example of automation. It is almost a matter of logs
going in one end of the mill and stacked timber
coming out the other end without being touched by
human hands. Although this efficiency is great to
see, it does mean that to a certain extent jobs are lost.
Value-adding such as sizing, planing, making
planks out of smaller bits of timber, finger jointing
and kiln drying are extra activities that replace the
jobs that might have been lost as a result of
automation.

While I am talking about the eastern part of my
electorate I shall touch on hospitals. It is appropriate
to mention Orbost, which is a small town 100
kilometres to the east of Baimsdale. It is too far away
to take advantage of the bigger centre and therefore
it has to have a health system of its own. During the
past few weeks it was announced that $3.2 million
was to be spent on the Orbost and District Hospital
for improvements, and that will bring about a
collection of health services on the one campus such
as aged care, acute services, health and community
services, and a neighbourhood house, to name a few.
By bringing all these services onto one campus, once
again we can achieve greater efficiencies, which will
improve the services available to the people of the
area. Because it is so far away from any other
hospital it is important that we keep the best
possible service we can achieve for people in Orbost
and Omeo. There is little doubt that if Omeo and
Orbost were 10 or 20 kilometres away from
Baimsdale we would consider rationalising those
services, but because Omeo is 111l hours drive north
of Baimsdale and Orbost is over a I-hour drive to
the east, and it feeds in from a larger district, it is
necessary to address the isolation in which those
people live.
Further east again is Mallacoota, which has an
excellent bush nursing centre in town. The two
doctors stationed in Mallacoota provide good health
services. It is 211l to 3 hours travel from Bairnsdale,
which is the next larger hospital, or 2 hours drive to
Orbost, so it is important that those people have
access to some sort of facilities in their area.
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During the summer months the tourists from the
south coast of New South Wales invade Mallacoota;
I say that in a kind way.
Ms Marple interjected.
Mr TREASURE - I know that the honourable
member who interjected enjoys visiting MaIlacoota
and I can understand why because it is a beautiful
spot. We are pleased to have tourists visiting
because that is what makes the whole economy tick.
Mallacoota has a large abalone industry. It produces
25 to 30 per cent of the state's production. Apart
from that the tourist industry is its biggest industry
and we welcome tourists. We are pleased medical
facilities are available for those who visit, even
though the doctors and the bush nursing centre
mainly treat ant stings and sunburn. However, there
are times when much more serious cases are treated.
We need to have a way of affording and providing
this service to the people.
Country schools are an important part of the
government's restructure. During recent months
country schools in my electorate have received an
injection of capital funds that was long overdue. At
the end of 1992 there was a $600 million shortfall in
maintenance for country schools, and in general the
capital works projects in our schools were totally
lacking. As I go around the schools it is great to see
them being refurbished and revitalised with the
injection of capital that has been made over the past
two years, especially after the failure of the former
government to recognise that this was necessary.
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It is very important that schools focus their attention

on their own communities and that those
communities have a say in the way the curriculum is
formed. Previously bureaucrats from the Rialto
influenced every school community and told them
what they should be doing. The bureaucracy ruled
as king under Labor; now the community is again
king and local communities are running their own
schools - a wonderful step in the right direction. I
look forward in the next few years to continuing
improvement in our school system and to seeing the
great efforts of the Minister for Education continue.
He has taken on a mammoth job and is to be
commended.
Some examples of schools that have had a capital
injection in recent weeks and months include the
school at Briagolong, which has had a major boost
with the provision of a new staff room and new staff
facilities. The staff at that school had nowhere to
meet, nowhere to bring parents in and nowhere to
store their computers. They had a little old
classroom brought from out of the bush somewhere;
it was only about 10 by 12 and impossible to work
in. The school now has a larger staff facility and the
staff are very happy with that.

It is great to return to those schools and see what has
happened since the injection of capital. It is not only

Baimsdale West Primary School is the biggest school
in my electorate with some 6OO-plus children. That
school is also in the middle of a rebuilding program.
Of course the Labor Party loves to say that country
schools have missed out and that the city schools get
everything, but I constantly respond by saying,
'Look at all the things that are happening in
Gippsland East. Some $2 million or $3 million worth
of works is currently being undertaken and the
morale in all schools is lifting incredibly'. People see
that things are happening and that they are being
supported. As a consequence teachers are getting to
work; they are approaching the job with new
enthusiasm. As the Schools of the Future program is
implemented at more and more schools they see a
future and a career path where teachers with merit
advance through the system - people are not
promoted merely on age or years of service.

the injection of capital, it is the injection of
enthusiasm that has gone with it. The Schools of the
Future program has played a big part. I know some
doubt existed when that program was first
introduced, but now people come to me consistently
and say what a great thing the Schools of the Future
program is because it gives schools the opportunity
to plan their own futures and to look ahead, to
budget and to run their own systems according to
their needs and according to the needs of their
communities.

Unfortunately the winter of 1994 has been the driest
Victoria has seen for some years. I believe we are
heading into what could well be a major drought. I
note with some concern the attitude of the Prime
Minister to this problem. It is important for all
Australians to remember major droughts of past
years and understand the need for all of us to pull
together. I commend people like Angry Anderson,
who get out on their own initiative, take up the issue
and do something about it. His gesture and that of

I recall very early in the term of this government
visiting two or three schools and being able to poke
my finger into the rotting weatherboards of the
walls. The walls were just Sitting there, with no
chance of replacement, the paint was peeling off,
and in general those schools looked rather
bedraggled.
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the people who supported him was a great example
to us all.
Living in a bush area, in an electorate that is
probably 75 per cent native forest, I fear for what
might be this year, and I place my concerns on the
record. I can only ask people to be especially careful
during this season. During good. seasons and spring
periods of prolific growth there are often warnings
from the Country Fire Authority and other
departments about the potential for grass fires in a
time of drought. We must warn people of the
potential for bushfires because fires can thrive in
different seasons. So far Victoria is shaping up for a
very, very dry year. We all hope rain will come soon,
but if it does not we should be very much aware of
the consequences and of the precautions that need to
be taken.
Many of my communities come to mind. At Bemm
River the bush comes right up to the edge of town
and there is nowhere really that you could call open
space. Fortunately there is the lake, Tamboon Inlet
and the Bemm River itself, so there will probably be
no risk to life although almost certainly a great risk
to property. Once again I look with some concern to
the approaching season and hope the worst does not
happen.
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With the implementation of the Better Roads
Victoria program more and more signs are popping
up all over Victoria and people can see the results of
some of the Better Roads Victoria levy being spent in
their area, improving their roads, their lifestyle and
their ability to travel.
For business and commerce the ability to get
products to and from markets and to and from the
wharves for export and import is important. That
ties in with some of the improvements we have
already seen on the South Eastern Arterial. The
overpass at Warrigal Road has been of enormous
benefit in freeing up that freeway. Under the
previous government it was called the South Eastern
Car Park, but traffic flow has now improved
dramatically because of that one job. The next job
along there will be the Toorak Road overpass, which
will greatly enhance the ability of Gippslanders not
only to come to Melbourne but also to get their
produce to the market or to the wharves, which is
Vitally important for commerce.
I will touch on regional development and some of
the industries in my electorate. Some of the regional
development programs that have been carried out in
the past few years have been of great assistance to
my electorate, and a couple obviously come to mind.

Going back some years to 1939 -which of course I
do not remember - it is well recorded that a lot of
the high country was burnt very, very severely. The
hospice, the hotel at Mount St Bernard, was
completely burnt out and most of the township of
Omeo was burnt. The fire travelled from Bright to
Omeo in 45 minutes. Even today with modem roads
and good. cars it is a drive of about 1112 hours, which
gives one an idea of the speed with which the fire
travelled through the area.

Honourable members would be aware of the closure
of the Garden Land factory in 1992 due to
rationalisation by the then owners, Pacific Dunlop
Ltd. Consultants were employed to examine the 17
Pacific Dunlop plants throughout Australia with the
result that in the rationalisation of the vegetable
growing industry the Garden Land plant in
Baimsdale was closed on the grounds that it was
inefficient and that the same work could be done
elsewhere more efficiently.

This government has embarked upon much reform,
change and improvement over the past couple of
years and it will embark on many more things in the
future. One change worthy of note concerns the road
system. In my electorate of Gippsland East there is a
large number and vast diversity of bush roads,
winding mountain roads and highways. The
distances involved and the size of the electoratesome 26 000 square kilometres - make it obvious
that it has many roads to maintain. There was
criticism earlier of the 3-cent-a-litre petrol levy
imposed by the government, but as people start to
see the results of that levy they are pleased, because
they see good. value for the money being spent.

I now quote from the East Gippsland Regional
Development Board report when referring to the
study by the Boston Consulting Group Pty Ltd on
the closure of the plant:
Artificially high growers prices through 'cost-plus'
pricing
poor on-farm economies of scale
the influence of militant unions in adhering to
uncompetitive work place conditions
punitive penalty rates
low productivity
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Even though the Baimsdale factory was new, by
world standards it was considered to have low
productivity.
The ACfING SPEAKER (Mr Jasper) - Order!
The honourable member's time has expired.
Mr SEITZ (Keilor) - I take this opportunity to
tell the house about the concerns people have in my
electorate and how a change of government has
affected them. They are in shock and are now
realiSing what this government has inflicted on
them. There is now an eight-year waiting list for
housing commission houses, a wait which did not
exist under the administration of the Labor
government. Education fees and the user-pays
principle have been introduced. The number of
teachers in local schools has declined which has
affected such things as camping programs and extra
assistance that is required in an electorate such as
mine with many recent arrivals from overseas and
children from varied backgrounds. The government
is discriminating against the people in my electorate.
People are now starting to realise what it means to
have a Liberal government in Victoria. Many of the
large, respectable welfare agencies established
centres in the western suburbs because they were
encouraged to by the Labor government and were
supported with funding to provide services which
had not previously existed.
The Multiple Sclerosis Society of Victoria purchased
land from the state government for $10 to construct
a complex to service people in the western suburbs.
State and federal Labor governments gave
considerable assistance to the SOCiety so that it could
establish a service to cater for people suffering from
multiple sclerosis. This government now insists on
changing the service provision requirements to suit
smaller residential units.
The E. E. Lowe Multiple Sclerosis Centre in St
Albans has 30 beds, so it is not a large institution. It
is accepted by the local community and that is borne
out by the number of volunteers who work at the
centre and who assist in fundraising and helping the
centre's clients. However, the Kennett style of
government does not include consultation with local
communities; rather, it tells local communities what
it will do, and it has decided to sell the centre.
People now have to negotiate with the government
to ensure that accommodation is provided for the
clients of the centre. That process may take up to
two years and even then only half the clients may be
catered for.
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The residents, the parents and relatives and the local
media have approached me to do something about
this because they are n.ot happy about asking the
government to assist them. They want the centre
retained. They have put so much effort into
maintaining and improving it and taxpayers' money
has been spent on the development of the centre.
Government ministers talk of contracting out
welfare services. Does that mean services formerly
provided in the north and north-west will be
contracted out to benefit services in the eastern
suburbs of Melbourne? That is what it seems to me.
The former Labor government assisted in the
establishment of services in the north and
north-west by providing financial assistance and
other incentives. I did not have to fight with the
government and say we needed services in our
region, but the new approach is to sell up centres
and move people out, which is causing considerable
anxiety for the people I represent.
This is a con job. I realise that many voluntary
organisations are sacred cows and should not be
attacked. They are powerful organisations and have
the media on their side. Some time ago I lobbied a
voluntary organisation to move to St Albans to
provide similar services to what it was providing
elsewhere, but it insisted on the land being provided
for free as well as other incentives. It would not
move to St Albans because we could not provide
similar incentives to those being provided in the
eastern suburbs.

I ask the Minister for Health and the Premier to
intervene in the proposed sale of the E. E. Lowe
Multiple Sclerosis Centre in St Albans so that
sufficient accommodation is provided for the
residents and people in the western suburbs of
Melbourne. When something like this happens
people are shocked because they have been involved
in building up the charitable organisation for many
years. It is not appropriate that someone from
Toorak should make a decision to close the centre
and sell it.
I have not received an answer from the Minister for
Health because I have only now brought it to her
attention. I understand the minister is prOViding
some funding for the provision of another hospital
adjacent to the geriatric centre in Pavilion Estate,
East Keilor, but that will take some time. The
minister should be aware that families with
members suffering from multiple sclerosis are under
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great strain. The illness can often disrupt family life,
and a lot of understanding is required.
A newsletter issued by the Multiple Sclerosis Society
of Victoria invites people to come in for a cup of
coffee at any of the society's regional centres in
Camberwell, Ivanhoe and St Albans, but nobody
will be at the St Albans centre to have a cup of coffee
with you if you pop in there. The newsletter goes on
to say that the MSSV is committed to finding a cure
and reducing the impact of MS on individuals,
families and carers.
The decision to close the St Albans centre is creating
panic for residents and it is not the way the
government should go about contracting out
services. The Governor's speech says that the
contracting out of services will be accelerated in the
last two years of the life of this government - and it
will be the last two years! I am trying to warn people
everywhere that following privatisation local
communities will no longer be in charge of property
and buildings provided by taxpayers' money and
donations from Victorians. We should be wary of it.
People should not have the same faith that people in
St Albans had.
It is regrettable that the situation at the E. E. Lowe
Multiple Sclerosis Centre has occurred. Nobody was
aware of a problem before it happened. There must
have been backdoor dealings for the MS Society to
get pennission to sell the centre. Because of the
tax-free nature of the organisation there must have
been caveats or restrictions to negotiate around
before it was able to sell off the site. Negotiations
must have taken place with some government
department somewhere for the organisation to be
able to do it and to be able to say that the
government would be involved in building a new
centre and taking responsibility for hostel care.
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MS sufferers not only from my area but also from
the rest of the state, I urge all ministers and
honourable members to be aware that people from
all over Victoria have used the centre's special
accommodation centre and the physiotherapy and
rehabilitation resources in the day centre.
I hope the minister will see fit to receive a
deputation from the residents and their
representatives to assure them that the government
will not leave them in the lurch Simply because the
centre is in the northern suburbs. If it were on the
other side of Melbourne ministers would be jumping
up and down about this issue.
The Labor government had a long policy of
contracting out services to local government and
providing community services through home and
community care. It was a partnership between
federal, state and local government, and local
government is committed to the process. Local
government in Victoria is controlled by the state
government. We know that because of the
restructuring that is taking place in that area. There
has been shock and horror and uncertainty about
jobs and city boundaries.

The MS society will provide education and advice
and continue the search for a cure but now it will
provide stress relief rather than accommodation. The
centre has been established in St Albans for 10 years,
is accepted by the community and has proven to be
successful and financially self-sufficient, in spite of
what some like to believe.

The Labor government studied the restructuring of
local government in consultation with the
community in my electorate but under this
government consultation has not taken place; maps
are issued and that is that. I have spoken to mayors
and chief executive officers so I know that they do
not have a clue about what is going on. They have
been wandering around in a daze, wondering
whether their cities and communities will continue
to exist. Will geographic situations be considered?
Will community interests be considered? Will the
economy of the city be considered? Will the future of
each new city be considered? How do you develop a
new city? That needs to be considered when you are
changing boundaries. We need to ask how we create
heart and soul and feeling in the generations to
come. No matter what it is called, if people are born
in Footscray they consider themselves to be from
Footscray. It will take about four generations before
people will accept the names that will be given to
the new cities.

It seems that the people operating computers and
doing other funny things in the big office in Toorak
are the ones who want the money, and that is where
the money from the sale of this asset will go. I am
talking about a figure of at least $1 million because
the site is in a prime position right at the entrance to
the Victoria University of Technology. On behalf of

The same will happen to the people of Keilor. They
will always feel that they are residents of Keilor and
are very proud to be 'Keilorites'. Keilor has a long
tradition, and until it became a city it was a shire
from the gold rush days. The history of Keilor goes
back a long way. Families that have shifted away
have come back and graves have been restored
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because people feel it is their home and where their
roots are. Recently there was a reunion of some of
the families that had settled in Keilor. Their
descendants came from all over Australia and even
from overseas. It was organised by the Keilor
Historic Society and it was all about being part of a
city.
The proposed changes, particularly the name
changes, will create problems. One side of the
Maribyrnong River supports one football club and
the other side supports another, but they all feel that
they belong to the area. When the maps come out
and people are put in different categories they will
feel disjointed and alienated.
In his speech the Governor talks about partnership
and the challenge of joining the government in
rebuilding the spirit of the state, but that point
seems contrary to the rest of the speech. People have
a contribution to make and should be listened to.
Consultation with this government means, 'We will
tell you what is going to happen' rather than an
explanation of what is proposed. That is a big
concern to many people. For example, they are
worried about how long commissioners will be in
charge.
Unlike other areas, Keilor and Sunshine have
experienced life under commissioners appointed by
a Liberal government; in Keilor they were appointed
for six years and in SWlShine they were appointed
for eight years. The people in my area know from
past experience how long commissioners can be in
place. Democratic government should be returned to
the people. It provides community services, child
care, Meals on Wheels, home help and many
sporting facilities. Local government has come a
long way from picking up rubbish and sweeping the
streets. Some people think that is all it does. There
are three tiers of government and they should be a
partnership. Democracy should be returned to the
third tier of government as soon as possible.
Sitting suspended 6.30 p.m. until 8.02 p.m.
Mr SEITZ - During the suspension of the sitting
I had delivered to me a newspaper story about the
sale by the Multiple Sclerosis Society of Victoria of
the St Albans establishment and the problems I
referred to earlier in my contribution. Mr Speaker, I
did not have the opportunity to let you approve the
incorporation of the newspaper article in Hansard. I
suggest that honourable members may wish to read
the article, so I will make it available.
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Before dinner I was talking about local government
service providers and contractors. I will conclude
my comments on the s~bject of local government by
saying that I hope the honourable member for
Tullamarine, the bullfrog who always attacks Keilor,
will participate in the development of the new area
and will make himself aware of the community
interests affected by the suggested boundary
changes. I call on the honourable member to support
me, given the short time we have available for the
implementation of changes. We have both had
experience of seeing commissioners appointed to
examine local government in our electorates.
I am concerned that young people will not get a
proper education under this government because of
the cutbacks in equipment and funds. I am also
concerned about security in our education facilities.
Why are fires now breaking out in schools? I believe
it is because there is no money available for proper
maintenance. The equipment in schools is unsafe.

Mr Heffernan - That's not true. Vou burnt down
the State Bank!

Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER - Order! The house cannot
proceed with the barrage of interjectionS from the
government benches. Several government members
are interjecting from out of their places, which is
grossly disorderly.
Mr SEITZ - I welcome your protection,
Mr Speaker. I am concerned that the Minister for
Education should make funds available for the
proper maintenance and safety of school buildings.
One fire was caused by a gas heater. I have been a
teacher and have worked in portable classrooms, so
I am fully aware of the dangers of gas heaters. A lot
of school buildings are prone to the dangers
resulting from faults in the heaters. Having raised
the issue of the health and safety of all people
involved in the education field, I urge the minister to
consider that as his first priority. He should also
consider the education of our children, which is
being denied because of funding cuts, a reduction in
teacher numbers, including a lack of specialty
teachers-Mr Kilgour - Why don't you go and have a look
in the schools?
Mr SEITZ - Teachers are afraid of speaking out
about the closure of schools because they have been
intimidated by the government. The minister claims

GOVERNOR'S SPEECH
340

ASSEMBLY

state government money has been spent on schools
when it is federal government money that has been
used in various programs. The government
misrepresents the situation. The Tullamarine
bullfrog-The SPEAKER -Order! That is the second time
the honourable member for Keilor has used that
expression. He knows full well he must refer to
members of this house by their correct titles. If he
uses that expression again, I will take action against
him.
Mr SEITZ - The honourable member for
Tullamarine takes credit for any funding by this
government, whereas the funds for our schools have
come from the federal government. Ministers do not
even show me the courtesy of telling me what is
happening in my electorate. A lot of things started
by the federal government are now coming to
fruition. Some ministers and their staff are very
courteous, but the others should take notice. There
are always exceptions, but some people have
forgotten their manners.

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr SEITZ - I am concerned about youth
housing and the problems associated with high
unemployment in the western suburbs.
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In the western suburbs we need positive support
from the government for our homeless youth. We
need to create jobs for the youth in our area. That is
true not only in Keilor, which is relatively
reasonably well off compared with Footscray and
Sunshine, where there are high rates of
unemployment and youth homelessness. That in
turn brings family crises and further problems,
which the Minister for Community Services and
others have to pick up.

I urge the government to address the situation, not
with window dressing or by putting glossy leaflets
in letter boxes saying, 'We are on the move', but by
making things happen on the ground. The problems
the youth of the western suburbs are facing are
partly caused by the mixed multicultural
backgrounds they come from. A lot of people do not
have the support of their own communities because
they do not have the money te send their young
people to special courses. State and federal
governments have a responsibility to assist our
youth to get into the work force and to encourage
them into mainstream services, particularly when it
comes to housing accommodation and helping their
own families. In many cases members of the
younger generation still act as interpreters for their
families. They read and fill out forms for families
that come from non-English-speaking backgrounds.
I could spend all day in my office doing nothing else
but filling in and interpreting forms.

Mr Leigh interjected.
Mr SEITZ - The Premier says Victoria is on the
move through the creation of jobs. I do not see jobs
being created in the western suburbs because we
still have a high rate of youth homelessness.
Mr Leigh interjected.
The SPEAKER - Order! I do not know what
Canberra is doing, but I know what the Chair will
do if the honourable member for Mordialloc
interjects once more.
Mr SEITZ - Young people are our future.
Whether it is education, a stable upbringing, a stable
home, or roofs over their heads, the needs of our
youth are clear. In his concluding remarks the
Governor charges ministers and all members of
Parliament with the responsibility to provide good
government. I include in good government looking
after all the citizens of Victoria, no matter which
walk of life they come from. They should not be
discriminated against on any ground.

I urge the government to take our youth into
consideration because it is a problem in the western
suburbs generally - although it is higher in some
areas than in others. It is not of the community's
making; it has been caused by the deliberate
removal of services, including pastoral care in high
schools, which no longer exists. Students do not
have counselling and they drop out of school
because of the lack of pastoral care.
I want to address the need for caring for the aged in
my electorate. Again, that need has a special
significance because of the post-war migrant influx
into the area. In the next 15 years the aged care
needs of the people who have settled in the region
will peak and services will have to be provided.
Again, the community cannot be left to provide the
services; the state and federal governments must
provide the services and meet the needs that are
starting to peak. Those people will need home-help
services and meals on wheels to assist them to stay
in their own homes - that is, to live as long as they
can in their own homes without institutional care.
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In the medical field, the federal government is trying
to assist with dental care and free medicine. The
state government must provide health services,
particularly in the outpatients section of the Western
General Hospital, where people were once able to
have their scrips filled without cost. If they go to a
private doctor now, they might not be charged
because of Medicare; but if they have to go to a
chemist that service is not available to them free of
cost

Assistance is required for the people in my area. The
added costs they have to meet, including the extra
$100 for water compared with the people in Toorak,
plus the unjust levy on their rates, which is the same
across the state, mean they cannot succeed.
The SPEAKER - Order! The honourable
member's time has expired.
Mr A. F. PLOWMAN (Benambra) - It is with
pleasure that I rise to speak tonight in the
address-in-reply debate. I will introduce three issues
into the debate; but before I do I indicate my support
for some of the issues raised by my colleague the
honourable member for Gippsland East.
One was the extreme fire-risk situation we will soon
be facing throughout country Victoria. For the
benefit of honourable members in city electorates
who do not understand the intrinsically dangerous
nature of fire, this could be one of the most
dangerous fire years we have ever faced. It is
interesting that the honourable member for
Gippsland East and I share responsibility for the
majority of the alpine and forest areas in eastern
Victoria, which is the majority of the country that
was devastated by the 1939 bushfires. We have not
since 1939 faced an impending fire risk as severe as
it is at present. We have had two exceptionally wet
summers, which have resulted in the build-up of
material in forests. Given that we are going into one
of our driest periods ever we will probably have an
abundance of material, which will be tinder dry
come the summer. I share the concern of the
honourable member for Gippsland East, who said
the fire in 1939 went from Omeo to Bright in
45 minutes. In fact it went from northern Victoria to
Gippsland in just over an hour. That is a terrifying
fact for those who know that country and know the
difficulty of getting across it.
At this stage I will put in a plug for the
improvement of the road system between
north-eastern Victoria and Gippsland. I could not
think of a better reason for improving it than the
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current fire risks. Our colleague in the upper house,
the Honourable Bill Baxter, may well consider the
necessity of improving. access between north-eastern
Victoria and Gippsland, given that we have about
six roads, none of which is sealed, none of which can
give high-speed access, and all of which could be
used in the case of a fire in that region of Victoria
should the season shape up in the way it is shaping
up at the moment.
I said I would address three issues tOnight. It will
come as no surprise to most honourable members
tha t one of the issues is petrol prices. The second is
the drought situation facing Victoria and covering
most of Australia at the moment. The third issue is
the achievements of this government throughout the
state, but most importantly in my electorate of
Benambra.
It is fair to say that a lot has been said about petrol
pricing. I suggest that much of what has been said is
based on ill-informed opinion. That opinion is
ill-informed largely because it is hard if not
impossible to divorce opinion from fact when many
of the facts are kept from us by the oil companies.
Because of a lack of information consumers are often
confused about the pricing system. They are
certainly confused about the price they should be
paying and will be paying, and they certainly do not
understand the need or the reason for the volatility
in the fuel market, particularly the Australian petrol
market.

I will attempt to separate some of the facts in the
argument and then proffer an opinion. In Australia
we have eight refineries producing refined fuel,
particularly petrol, two of which are in Victoria.
Almost all of the petrol in Australia comes through
those eight refineries and is refined in Australia. The
majority of the fuel that is refined comes from Bass
Strait, as the honourable member for Morwell well
knows. That means we have a stable price for crude
oil, the base commodity coming into the refineries.
That is therefore a very good reason why we should
end up with a stable price for petrol in Victoria in
particular and Australia in general.
It is ironic that we have the most volatile fuel pricing
system in the world. Despite the fact that we have a
guaranteed supply of crude oil, a stable price and an
industry that is inelastic in its use of fuel, we still
have one of the most volatile, if not the most volatile,
fuel pricing systems in the world.

One of the things that goes WUloticed in this whole
debate is that we have the fourth cheapest price of
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fuel in the world. Again I hark back to the fact that
the consumer is confused by all of this. It is very
hard to understand why, with a stable base
commodity and with eight refineries in Australia,
two of which are in Victoria, we have such a volatile
pricing system.
It is also interesting to note that well over 50 per cent
of the price of the refined commodity is federal or
state tax or excise, and if you compare prices
between country and city areas you find that
whereas the price in the city might be in the region
of 65 cents the price in the country may be 80 cents,
and the difference in the actual material cost, with
the tax excluded, brings our fuel price back to
25 cents a litre for raw petrol in the city and 40 cents
in country areas. It is for that sort of reason that we
need to look closely at the disparity in fuel pricing
between country and city areas.
Considering that we have the fourth cheapest fuel in
the world, the questions that have to be asked are:
why is it the most volatile market in the world? Why
does the disparity in fuel prices between country
and city areas bear no resemblance to the freight
component? And why should city markets but not
country areas enjoy the discounting system?
Mr Cole interjected.
Mr A. F. PLOWMAN - I think the common
perception of the answer to those three questions,
despite the interjection, is that the oil companies
manipulate the market, often to the advantage of the
oil companies themselves but certainly to the
disadvantage of the retail side of the industry and
largely to the disadvantage of country consumers.
In case there is any doubt that there is a degree of
manipulation in the industry, I read from a
transcript of Shell distributor price information
dated 27 August 1993, which states:
Effective from delivery dockets from opening of
business 27 August 1993 the price for full tanker loads
of Shell Super, Shell Ultra gasoline ... at normal
purchase terms in the Victorian metropolitan
freight-free delivery area is ... 56 c/litre which
represents a rebate of 13.7 cllitre ...

At the same time, from the same transcript:
Victorian non-metropolitan or country delivery area:
Super and Ultra

68.13 clL which represents a rebate of 2 clL.

Wednesday, 14 September 1994

The following day that rebate dropped to zero. In
other words, the difference in price offered by the
fuel companies to the distributors in country areas
was 15.7 cents a litre, which had no bearing on the
disparity in cost - that is, the cost of freight
between those country centres and the city - nor
did it have any impact on the fact that in country
areas there is a higher margin because of low sales
outlet volume.
I suggest that this is truly an indication that the
market is manipulated by the oil companies, and
that gives cause for the concern we in country areas
have about the difference in price and about the fact
that country fuel users are at a gross disadvantage.
I believe we could and should deregulate the oil
industry further than is currently the case. Rather
than bringing in greater regulation through a
price-fixing mechanism, we need to free up the
industry. The best and easiest way of doing that is to
give greater access to refineries; to give away the
Laidley agreement, which restricts access to the
refineries, and to give equal access to the refineries
to those consumers, distributors and retailers who,
through equal access at the same price for the same
amount of fuel they purchase on a given day or at a
given time, know they will be buying at the same
price as their competitors and can then be truly
competitive.
At the moment city areas have a freight-free system.
No freight is charged on fuel going into
metropolitan areas. In fact, the freight that is
charged on fuel going into country areas subsidises
that freight-free fuel pricing system in Melbourne. If
we introduced free access to refineries so that they
could sell from the refinery at a given price -or at a
terminal gate price, if you like, but at least at a
predetermined price - and so that each purchaser,
provided each purchaser was purchasing the same
amount of fuel and had the same lines of credit,
could buy at the same price. If this occurred we
would do three things: we would bring a degree of
transparency into the fuel-pricing debate that is not
there at the moment; we would bring in greater
competition because it would allow greater
competition with regard to the freight component
from the refineries throughout Victoria; and we
would certainly introduce a fairer system of selling
fuel in Victoria.
Mr Hamilton interjected.
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Mr A. F. PLOWMAN - I am sure all retailers in
Victoria would operate on a better basis if access to
refineries was improved.
The second issue I wish to bring into the debate
tOnight is the pending drought in Victoria and the
existing drought situation in most states but
particularly in eastern Australia. I have real concerns
that if we have a failure of spring rainfall this year
we will be facing severe drought conditions in
1995 - far worse conditions than have previously
been faced in eastern Australia in my lifetime and
certainly in my experience as a farmer and in the
experience of those who currently farm in eastern
Australia.
To compound the problem, stocks of feed wheat are
at a very low ebb, probably lower at this stage than
ever before, and most are committed to the feedlot
industry, which at the moment provides the wheat
or barley boards with very little flexibility to hold
stocks available for drought feeding if we go into
severe drought in 1995. Also, because of the
extremely cold conditions this winter, hay stocks are
now and will remain at an all-time low if we have a
failure of spring rainfall this year.
The situation is compounded because the farming
community, particularly the sectors that derive their
incomes from either wool or grain, have gone
through what are probably three of the hardest years
in the history of those two industries in Victoria, and
probably in much of Australia.
The problem is that the financial reserves of most
farmers are at a low ebb through no fault of their
own. Particularly in the wheat and sheep areas
farmers are facing what could be one of the worst
droughts in history. It will be extraordinarily
difficult for them to maintain their farms and keep
them viable and to ensure that they have sufficient
grain stocks to keep livestock alive so that the
drought does not decimate the farming community
and also the resources of soil and water that we
depend on and which we all take for granted.
Both state and federal governments have a
responsibility to minimise the impact on the farming
community and the industries supported by the
land resource. As the Minister for Agriculture said
last night, from his understanding of the situation, it
is one we need to face up to, and I am delighted that
the minister is aware of the situation and is prepared
to look closely at its implications.
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The third issue I wish to address concerns
government achievements, particularly in the
electorate of Benambra. Too often one hears
comments that the government is investing
resources in the city and metropolitan areas but not
in country areas. I shall run through a few of the
developments in my area to lay that myth to rest.
This list of achievements is by no means conclusive
but it gives an indication of the funding provided by
the government for country areas.
In Beechworth the government is spending
$1.2 million on the gaol. It has built two new police
residences in Dederang and Corryong costing about
250000.
In education the amount of money spent on
redevelopment programs and upgrading and
refurbishing schools totals $1.8 million to date, and
we are looking at the prospect of further funding
from the budget of close to that amount again.
Added to that is the fact that tertiary education in
Wodonga has benefited with expenditure this year
of $780 000, with further expenditure of about
$1 million in the immediate future. Expenditure on
the Wodonga TAFE at Corryong is $70 000, and the
Rural City of Wodonga has benefited by an increase
in its borrowing capacity for a long-day"child-care
centre of $270 000.
The funding from the Office of Fair Trading and
Business Affairs for community-based agencies
throughout my region is $96 000, and in the health
and community services area the Wodonga District
Hospital was granted $2.5 million for its
rehabilitation centre and for an accident and
emergency upgrade.
The Beechworth and Tallangatta hospitals have also
received substantial funding. The special-care
nursery and upgraded medical equipment have
amounted to just on $250 000. Corryong hospital
will be allocated almost $1 million to convert to a
multipurpose service.
The home and community care funding in Wodonga
and region will amount to approximately $1 million
over the two-year period, and disabled services are
being assisted by funding of around $50 000 for new
vehicles for the Murray Valley Centre for Intellectual
Disability and for psychiatric services. The list goes
on and on.
In the arts area the government is spending more
than $100 000. In agriculture the funding is
$1.8 million across the state for research and
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development and in the natural resources area it is
$23 000, with a further $13 000 to follow.

drought, in the eyes of anyone who knows the
electorate, it is God's own country.

The total for housing and aged care is $850 000, and
in sport and recreation the figure is $140 000 for
improved facilities. To honour the commitment of
the last government $400 000 has been given by the
government for the leisure centre at Wodonga.

Mr COLE (Melbourne) - I must rise in response
to the Governor's speech, although I am afraid I
missed the whole thing. I did not hear the speech
and I did not actually read it, either, but I must say
that that is in no way meant to be a reflection on the
Governor because I think he and his wife have done
a marvellous job. I thought the party I attended out
the back was an absolute extravagance; but it was
extremely enjoyable!

That list does not take into account ongoing funding
for improving roads and bridges. The capital
funding coming into my electorate certainly lays to
rest the myth that this government is not spending
in country Victoria. My electorate, I suggest, is the
evidence that the government is looking well
beyond the tram tracks of Victoria. I would like to
get back to the hospitals in my area.
Mr Perton - Oh please don't. Stay, stay!
Mr A. F. PLOWMAN - Over the past couple of
days many of my colleagues have said I've been
close to death, but I don't intend to go there for a
day or two yet! The hospitals in my electorate really
have taken on the challenge of case-mix funding
with extraordinary enthusiasm. The director in the
Hume region spoke on ABC radio three mornings
ago about how all public hospitals in the region
have accepted well the challenge of case-mix
funding, and the Wodonga District Hospital, which
is virtually acting as a base hospital in north-eastern
Victoria, is probably functioning as one of the top
hospitals accepting case-mix funding in Victoria.
I am extraordinarily pleased with the way the
schools in my region have accepted the challenge of
reduced funding placed on them by the government.
All of the school communities have ensured that the
schools are perfOrming well. They have accepted the
reforms and they have changed. They have accepted
the satellite television hook-up and the challenge of
the Schools of the Future program, with a high
percentage of our schools now moving into that
program. I publicly commend the teachers for the
dedication they have given to education. The
teachers in Victoria, particularly in my electorate,
deserve commendation because Victoria has the
finest education system in Australia.
In conclusion, for those honourable members who
do not know the electorate of Benambra, I inform
them, tha t we have the best interconnecting road
system in Australia; the fastest interconnecting rail
system between the capitals in Australia; three
airline systems prOViding three flights to Melbourne,
Sydney and Canberra; and, despite the impending

I felt a bit out of place because I was not wearing a
long white wig. I thought top marks should be given
to the pre-French Revolution cakes that were
available; I thought that since we were eating cake
the masses weren't, and that I would soldier on! I
thank the government very much for putting on that
performance.
I must say with all due respect to those here tonight
that I have to perform one of the saddest and most
unpleasant tasks I have ever performed in
Parliament. The address tha t I wish to make deals
yet again with a problem I have often addresseddrug abuse. I have referred to this topic on many
occasions. I have been ridiculed at times for the very
strident position I believe we should take in
approaching the problem, and I have been the
subject of much derision.
Tonight I come to the topic from a totally different
perspective and with a desire to acknowledge the
dimension of the problem. Recently the young
parliamentary intern student on placement with me
last year passed away. His name was Craig Walsh.
He did an extensive research study for me on
prostitution regulation. He received first-class
honours and topped the course. He was in every
way an excellent student.
Recently one Saturday evening his mother rang me
at my home to tell me that Craig had died. His death
will go down as one of misadventure. He died from
an excess of Mogadon in his body. Mogadon, of
course, is a prescription drug. I had the honour of
delivering the eulogy at his funeral. On any analysis,
the death of a 21-year-old boy from an excess of
Mogadon is an absolute waste of human life.
The last conversation I had with Craig was when I
believed the Attorney-General was about to
introduce measures to deal with prostitution
regulation. I rang him immediately because of the
expertise he had acquired on the topic. At that time
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he was severely depressed in hospital. I believed,
somewhat erroneously, that he was being cared for
and that he would be okay. The fact that he was so
depressed, one would suggest, led to his being on
prescription drugs. I did not know until after he
died that he was on Prozac, which is the latest
wonder drug for depreSSion. He was also on
Mogadon and a series of other drugs.
I want to make two points in this speech. The first is
that honourable members on both sides of the house
regularly mock those who are alleged to be on
medication. We do it on both sides of the house. We
mock them because we believe they allegedly suffer
from some form of mental illness. Members on both
sides of the house speak lightly of mental illness, not
knowing the suffering of those who are afflicted. We
also make light of prescription drugs and
medication that we allege people take. We do not
really know the deleterious effects these drugs can
have on people. The mere side effects would be
enough to knock most honourable members out of
the chamber for some time. If honourable members
knew the effect these drugs have they would not
mock those who have to take them by alleging their
political opponents are taking them.
The death rate from drugs among Australia's youth
is very, very high. Prescription drugs are a new
cause of death among young people, and that is
lamentable. In responding to the Governor's speech
in a bipartisan fashion, I highlight that honourable
members should at least be aware of the problem,
even though at this stage they cannot solve it.
One of the major problems is that in Craig's case in
particular the drugs were easy to obtain - in effect,
illicitly, but in fact not. He may have sought out
these drugs because of his extreme depression. It is
scandalous that in my electorate and, I think, in most
other electorates these drugs are available at 24-hour
clinics in the quantities that they are these days. In
my view it is an indictment of our medical
profession. Craig Walsh's sustained use -and
probably sustained abuse -led to damage to his
system over time, particularly to his vital organs. As
chance would have it, one night he took too many.
I do not want to labour the issue of drugs too long
other than to say I am very concerned about the way
members of Parliament have consistently made light
of mental illness. The honourable member for
Warmambool, John McGrath, and I have talked
about this topiC on many occasions. The tragedy is
that some members make light of it while people out
there are dying, as Craig has died. People with
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mental illnesses embrace a whole series of
symptoms. Not all of them are psychotic. Although
many people have extremely difficult issues to deal
with, if treated they can live perfectly normal and
happy lives.

Our approach does not give those people a chance to
properly live their lives. Craig was 21 years of age;
and, as with so many other young people his age,
severe clinical depression is becoming more and
more the norm. There are many reasons for that and
much study is being done on the subject. At the
same time the drugs available to address the
problem are in great supply. An enormous amount
of research has been done into the causes of
depression. At the end of the day no amount of
drugs will resolve the problem. It requires a
considered understanding of the extent of the
problem by people within and outside Parliament.
Craig was a very good student and a very good
friend. He did a magnificent job with his research
and, as I said before, he received first-class honours.
He was dux of the course for parliamentary intern
students last year. I kept him working for me on
Mondays for the remainder of that year to allow him
to do further work relating to my shadow portfolio
and electorate matters. He was an excellent
employee just as he was an excellent student.
We argued, and that is not unusual for me or for
him. His capacity for argument was profound. He
was an extremely bright and well-organised person,
which was evidenced by the fact that his report on
prostitution regulation, which was supposed to be
4000 words, amounted to 18 000 words. His report
really is a tour de force on prostitution laws in this
state. Craig was a good friend and I feel extremely
sad at his departure at the tender age of 21 years. He
had so much to offer and so much to give this state.
With the indulgence of the house, I would also like
to say to his parents, Robin and Cheryl, two blockies
from Mildura, how sad I feel for them, as I am sure
everyone here does. As a parent, I can think of
nothing worse than the death of a child. Even the
wake we had at my office could not resolve the
feeling of loss they had.
Under the rules of the Labor caucus I am supposed
to speak for half an hour, but I am afraid I will not
be able to make it. However, I want to say this: the
most important thing for me is that on the day we
went to Mildura, in a funny sort of a way, Craig
brought together two people who were poles apart.
Many of us went up by plane, including David
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Hamer, the former senator, for whom Craig had also
done extensive research. We went up together, we
talked, we argued about different things, and we
had lunch at the working persons' club in Mildura.
1bat was important for me. Having that lunch and
that talk, being at the funeral and delivering the
eulogy - probably one of the most difficult things I
have had to do in my life - brought home to me the
requirement all of us have in this life, which is to get
things in perspective. Craig's death brought home to
me, a member of the Labor Party, and to David
Hamer, a former liberal senator, the importance of
remembering that at all times we are Australians
and members of the human race. Although I might
vociferously disagree with people on the opposite
side, sometimes a bit too violently, I do care that we
are all members of the human race and that we
should not get that out of perspective. On this
occasion I want to finish by saying that I hope we
can offer something to Mr and Mrs Walsh - not
necessarily a lot, but something by way of showing
our care for somebody who in a fleeting fashion
passed by those of us who participated in the
parliamentary intern project, which we consider so
important.
Most of all I want to draw together the concept of
our existence and the significance of having a
liberal person and a Labor person brought together
so closely because of the funeral of a young boy. I
will simply recite, which I know I will not do
correctly, what my wife, Rosalie Flynn, once taught
me:
No man is an island, entire of itself.
Any man's death diminishes me, for I am a member of
mankind.
So therefore, do not ask for whom the bell tolls; it tolls
for thee.

I hope Craig's death brings us together in a way that
helps us understand we are all members of
humankind, that mental illness is not something we
should take lightly and that we have a major
problem in our society with prescription drugs. I
hope Mr and Mrs Walsh can see that two people
from totally different political persuasions and
backgrounds can come together in friendship to
show their respect for a young boy whose life was
taken too early.
Mrs HENDERSON (Geelong) - I am pleased to
have the opportunity to make a contribution to the
address-in-reply debate. Before making that
contribution I should like to acknowledge the speech
made by the honourable member for Melbourne and
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the contribution he has made to people who suffer
from mental illness. I thank him for the words he
expressed on their behalf.
As I listened to His Excellency's speech during the
opening of Parliament just two short weeks ago I felt
a great sense of pride in being a member of this
government. I certainly felt very proud to be part of
the partnership between the community and the
government that is bringing forward the reforms
and the strategies the government has put in place to
rebuild Victoria. For the past two years the
government has undertaken the most extensive
reforms of any Victorian government. I am sure
history will show that the coalition's reforms have
returned to Victoria sound and responsible
economic management. It has certainly responded
responsibly to the need to provide good-quality
services in the area of community services.
In my own electorate of Geelong the past two years
have seen a complete renewal of community
confidence. They have certainly seen a complete
renewal of confidence in the business community. I
believe our community feels Victoria is well and
truly on the move. A great many major projects have
been undertaken in Geelong during those two years,
including the restoration of one of Geelong's icons,
Eastern Beach. The restoration of that magnificent
area of beach, renewed and freshly placed on the
foreshore of Corio Bay, has restored confidence to
the Geelong community. It is a project in which a
great number of people have taken part, not only
from Geelong but from right across Victoria.
As part of the restoration a buy-a-plank project was

started. Many people have actually purchased
planks with their names on them. Like the
government, the project has brought people together
by giving them a sense of rebuilding and restoring,
making something the region can take great pride in.
The restoration of Eastern Beach is bringing
thousands and thousands of tourists to Geelong. The
rejuvenation project is encouraging people to revisit
the area.
As I said, a great many projects have been started in
Geelong during the past two years - and the
Deakin University campus is one that is well under
way. The wool stores along the western beach have
been lying idle for years. A partnership between the
university, the state government and the
commonwealth government has provided an
opportunity to restore those wool stores and build a
magnificent sixth campus for Deakin University.
The campus on the edge of Corio Bay will have a
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ceremonial great hall in the restored wool stores. It
will have a seating capacity of 1500 and will be a
magnificent facility for ceremonial occasions. The
grea t hall will also give the Geelong community the
opportunity to develop a new and enhanced cultural
facility, which will attract major performers to the
Geelong region.
The wool store campus on the foreshores of Corio
Bay will be the linchpin in rejuvenating the whole
area. Only last week the Minister for Roads and
Ports in another place announced the successful
tenderer for the purchase of Cunningham Pier,
which has been part of the culture of Geelong's
fishermen, commercial and recreational, for years.
This $4 million investment by a very highly
regarded firm will turn the pier and its surrounds
into a very vibrant area. A specially designed
structure will house a number of restaurants, which
will provide seating for 600 people. Again, the pier
will do a great deal to attract people to our region. It
will have a lower landing bay, and recreational
boats from all over Port Phillip Bay and Corio Bay
will be able to pull up to this magnificently restored
structure. As I said, it will be a linchpin for the
further rejuvenation of Geelong.
The $4 million private sector investment in beautiful
Cunningham Pier, which will seat 600 people,
reflects the confidence that is returning to Geelong.
Another restaurant not far from it, again on the bay,
Fishermans Pier, is seeking a planning permit to
double its size so that its outside facility will sit out
over Fishermans Wharf. Again millions of dollars
will be invested in this project, showing the
confidence of the private sector to invest in this
region.
Shortly the commissioners of the City of Greater
Geelong will release their conceptual plans for the
rejuvenation of the foreshore, which will go from
Point Henry right around to St Helens. I say with a
sense of sadness that after 10 years of bickering and
infighting about the Baylink project in Geelong we
do not seem to have come a long way. The bickering
has not finished and the infighting is still not over,
as there has been a small handful of objectors to
some of the foreshore redevelopment plans and a
panel hearing is continuing at the moment.
The honourable member for Geelong North has been
one of those objectors. I must say that I find it quite
ironic that although that honourable member had
many years as a commissioner of the former
Geelong Regional Commission - and he was an
appointed member, not elected -to sort out the
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Baylink development mess, unfortunately nothing
was achieved during that time. Yet when the
Geelong community gets an opportunity to start
doing something in this region we still have the
criticiSing, we still have the bickering and we still
have the infighting. The honourable member for
Geelong North is criticising continually, which is
starting to wear thin with the Geelong community.
I refer to an editorial headed 'Council concern' in the
Geelong Advertiser dated 30 April, which says:
In a letter to the editor published yesterday, a Mr Leo

Gold, of Newtown, told Geelong Advertiser readers that
former local councillors should stop their whingeing
about the Commission of the City of Greater Geelong.
He could have added local Labor Party politicians and
candidates to the list for they too have done very little
but bleat about the delayed election and decisions of
commissioners.

It goes on to say:
We believe the commission - which, after all, includes
in its membership a former parliamentary Labor Party
leader ... Mr Frank Wilkes - is conscious of this and
doing its best. Why cannot the critics accept this? Or
must everything done by the Kennett government be
attacked purely on principle?

The editorial further states:
But the attempt by local Labor members, candidates
and fellow travellers to politicise the commission and
its work is disappointing. It should concern all who
want our new council to continue the local tradition of
independent rather than politically dominated councils.
U anyone seems to have a hidden agenda for the new
council it seems to be the ALP ... The negative criticism
of the commission by its opponents for what appears to
be their own political purposes is beginning to wear
thin. Most Geelong people appear to want to give the
commissioners a fair go. It seems they also want to
welcome in a democratically elected council able to
build on solid foundations created by the commission.

I have a number of articles and editorials from our
local paper that talk about this carping, this criticism
and this lack of unity in trying to do something for
the region.
I will again refer to the major works that are under
way in Geelong where this renewed confidence is
building day by day. The Gordon Technical College
has just about completed its major upgrade. This
fine old 1920s building has been restored and again
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sits very proudly as part of the education system in
Geelong. Work is beginning on the college's new
manufacturing centre.
Great things are happening in Geelong. The Geelong
Post Office has just been purchased with the help of
the state government to house the Historic Records
Centre in Geelong, which has long been overlooked
as having played a very important part in its
cultural history. Work is continuing to develop an
arts precinct in an area that has been lying idle for
years. This area will enhance the Geelong
Performing Arts Centre and the Geelong Art
Gallery, which over the past two years has received
substantial funds to allow it to be completely
upgraded.
Recently the state government allocated $400 000 to
the National Wool Museum and I am delighted to
say that the City of Greater Geelong has matched
that allocation; a total of $800 000 will do great
things to bring the wool museum up to standard
and to turn around the falling attendances that
occurred under the former Geelong Regional
Commission by bringing back the visitors who used
to visit that facility.
In its short term in office the City of Greater Geelong
is really making a mark on our region. The predicted
$23 million a year savings are on target and are
looking very healthy. The Geelong Advertiser of
20 May contained a fairly telling editorial under the
heading 'Merger savings', which said:
the city was on target to achieve the full $23 million
annual savings forecast from the municipal merger
before leaving office in March, next year. This should
make those anti-amalgamationists who said there
would be no savings and held up the transition for
decades hang their heads in shame. They have cost
ratepayers millions in either rate savings or service
expansion or a mix of both over the years.

The editorial went on to say:
What we should be doing now is thinking very
carefully of the type of councillors we want for the new
City of Gee1ong. Are the people of the past up to it? We
would be forced to say very few of them. Geelong
needs democratically elected councillors in the future
who can look at the wider regional picture, how
Gee10ng fits in with state and federal policies, and how
it can carve out its niche to take advantage of its new
structure. It needs people of vision with leadership
qualities ... We do not want to be stampeded into an
early election which may well see the foundations
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being laid by the commission undermined by people
who have not really thought through the new
opportunities for change and development that
amalgamation offers Geelong. And that would be a real
tragedy!

There is no doubt that things are working very well
for Geelong under our amalgamated council, yet in
some comments he made recently when in Geelong
the Leader of the Opposition indicated that the ALP
would support candidates who may stand as
councillors in our new city when we go to elections
in March. He also indicated that those candidates
coming to a new democratically elected council
would have a mandate to undo what the
commissioners had put in place over the past 18
months.
I believe the divisive and what I consider outrageous
remarks by the Leader of the Opposition on his rare
visits to Geelong are doing nothing to unite our
community. The oppOSition, when in government,
did very little for Geelong and left it with the worst
unemployment in modern times. Businesses went to
the wall, confidence was destroyed, industries were
beginning to dose and people outside of the
Geelong region were calling Geelong a basket-case.
That is no longer so in Geelong; there is renewed
confidence, things are changing under this
government, the private sector is beginning to invest
and local government is working well.
The recent August figures have seen the highest
level of advertised jobs in Geelong since 1990.
Certainly the tough decisions the government had to
take has restored the integrity of the state's finances.
The Geelong region is reaping the benefit from those
tough decisions.
More than $4 million has been allocated in the
budget for the upgrading and maintenance of and
new facilities in schools in Geelong. When I was
elected and came to government I was amazed at
the appalling state of some of the schools in the
Geelong region. Maintenance of schools had been
deferred by the Labor government and it was with
great sadness that I saw conditions that I would
have said were pre-war. Opposition members
should hang their heads in shame about the
condition in which they left some of the schools and
the education system.
Geelong has also had a great opportunity to bid for
the new science and technology centre that will be a
marvellous resource for our primary and secondary
students in the region. In the next few weeks the
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Minister for Education will make an announcement
about the successful bid. I know the Geelong
community is looking forward to having this new
resource that will be shared between tertiary,
secondary and primary students together with
industry. I believe this project will work well and
harmoniously in the Geelong region.
The proposed performing arts centre, which is to be
allocated to the Geelong High School, will be in the
converted historic church. It will be rich in culture
for the Geelong High School students and will
benefit not only that school community but also the
whole community by giving it a place of cultural
excellence. It will also give that school an
opportunity to achieve even more in art and music.
Funding for women's health has increased, and
programs for preventive health, domestic violence
and sexual assault programs have been funded and
welcomed in the region. The Geelong Regional
Youth Committee, which has recently been
appointed by the Minister responsible for Youth
Affairs, is placing renewed emphasis on the needs of
young people. The private sector is again working in
partnership with government to provide services for
young homeless and young people with special
needs.
The government has placed family support and
family reconciliation at the centre of its policy for
young people in need. All too often I hear from
distressed parents who are anxious that they have
not been consulted in the placement of their children
by welfare agencies. They believe insufficient effort
has been made to reconcile young people back home
with their families. This has caused heartache for
many of the families with whom I have spoken. I am
delighted that government policy to place family
reconciliation as a top priority will strengthen
families and give a sharper focus on family unity.
The minister acknowledged the needs of all young
people by recently proViding funds for the Geelong
Interchange Youth Group, which gives our young
disabled people access to opportunities, such as
friendship so that they can reach their full potential.
Recently the government allocated an additional
million in funds to boost the state's child
protection budget for mandatory reporting, in
addition to the $3.6 million that was allocated in the
first six months of mandatory reporting. Victoria has
the highest allocation of budgeted funds for child
protection of any state. It is certainly a sad situation
that such funds have to be allocated to protect our
$8
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children at risk. But governments must not rest until
we overcome the violent abuse of young children.
We must find ways to break the cycle of child abuse,
and child protection will continue to be of top
priority for this government.
I, together with the honourable member for South
Barwon, recently visited the Geelong rape crisis
centre that provides counselling for victims of sexual
assault. I saw first-hand the wonderful work that
counsellors are doing in dealing with the tragedy of
sexually abused children and young people. Those
highly skilled counsellors should be congratulated
for the work they are doing with very difficult
clients. Most of the counsellors have young families
themselves and undertake stressful work in
repairing the enormous damage done to those
people. They have a difficult task to perform.
Geelong has renewed confidence; the recovery is
well under way and it has recorded healthy
increases in jobs, particularly in the retail sector.
There is also an increase in the number of housing
loans, building approvals are up and vehicle
registrations have increased enormously. As
recognition of this renewed confidence, the St John
of God hospital has announced a $20 million
expansion of its hospital facilities that will provide
60 more private health beds in the Geelong region.
That will not only provide job opportunities during
the construction phase but once the 60 beds are in
place it will also increase employment opportunities
for the people working in the health industry.
1his coming Saturday the Geelong football team will
be playing in a preliminary final. One can be cynical
about a game of football, but it is important for the
Geelong region. There is an enormous sense of
confidence and excitement leading up to this
weekend. I feel proud to be part of any
consideration given to Geelong, proud to be part of
the government and the partnership between
government and community to rebuild Victoria that
will give our young people in that region a new
future.

Mr CUNNING HAM (Melton) - I am pleased to
jOin in the address-in-reply to the speech delivered
by His Excellency the Governor last week, and I
certainly wish him and his family all the best in his
term as Governor. It is a shame that despite the
optimism delivered in the speech, it does not
measure up to the past record of this government,
nor hold much optimism for families for the future
in the state.
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The lights of democracy are surely going out in
Victoria, as appointed commissioners take the place
of elected council representatives throughout the
state. The lights of democracy will literally dim
further as the SEC and Melbourne Water are broken
up and sold to the private sector, mainly to
international corporations which are responsible to
shareholders in Europe and on other shores and are
not answerable to the Victorian people. It will be a
sell-off of the heritage of the Victorian people.
As has been stated before in many forums, you can
only sell it once. What happens when further
revenue is needed? Where do we turn then?
Experience from the Thatcher exercise reveals that
higher utility prices with less service to the
community and other associated problems will
result.
I and obviously the Treasurer were surprised when
he went to Canberra to seek a figure of around
$460 million as tax relief on the sale of the
Totalizator Agency Board to Tabcorp. This is the
other side of the coin: when a state asset is sold and
put into private hands, tax has to be paid on the
profits. The tax goes to Canberra, so if the profit
predictions live up to the forecast, $460 million will
go to the federal coffers, not state coffers. This
money could have been used to help the struggling
families in our community, but they will be denied
that assistance. The money could have been used
twice over to enable the removal of the state deficit
levy.

Locally in my electorate the tinkering of the Kennett
government with water boards will place a
tremendous burden on the Melton community. It
appears that Melton will now become part of a
regional authority. It will have to help set up a water
and sewerage facility to help neighbouring
municipalities, at great cost to the Melton people. I
have been informed that the cost will be about
$1 million. That is sad because Melton has struggled
since 1960 to put into place a water and sewerage
facility to service all of Melton, including Rockbank.
Around 1987 the Melton water authority was given
assistance by the previous Labor government to
become completely independent; it was given a
one-off grant of $2 million to be used to retire some
of its debt and to administer its water functions
responsibly and effectively. It is now operating
efficiently and effectively. Within a decade it will
retire all its debt while administering a fair service.
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The ratepayers of Melton have paid heavily for past
planning decisions, especially the planning decision
of 1974 when a satellite city was set up between
Melton and Sunbury. As part of that arrangement
Melton was expected to build a sewerage facility for
an expected 100 000 people by the year 2001. That
prediction was too optimistic and never eventuated,
but the people of Melton, Rockbank and Diggers
Rest had to pick up the tab for this expensive
infrastructure. They have battled on and now, when
in reach of their goal, the goalposts have been
shifted. That is most unfair and will be devastating
for our community. I hope the minister will take
these factors into consideration during the
decision-making period.
The unfairness does not stop there. Another matter I
will be taking up with the Minister for Conservation
and Environment in another place is the parks levy
which was imposed on metropolitan councils in
Victoria. The parks levy was previously called a
planning levy. Melton has paid many millions of
dollars to Melbourne Water over the past decade
and a half. Melton shire ratepayers contribute
apprOximately $500 000 per year to this new fund.
The irony of the situation is that when the money
was paid to Melbourne Water, the Melbourne and
Metropolitan Board of Works, as it was previously
known, did not supply any services to the Melton
community. The MMBW lost its planning powers in
the early 1980s.1t did not supply water through its
pipes or other infrastructure; this was paid for by
Melton ratepayers in the setting up of expensive
infrastructure due to the 1974 planning decision. The
MMBW did not construct any sewerage facility for
Melton use. The sewerage facility was built at great
cost again by Melton ratepayers.
The other insult was that the planning levy, now
called the parks levy, was also used to retire debt on
the Melbourne underground loop. Unfortunately,
since the Melton train is diesel, being part of the
V /Line service, it cannot access the underground
loop and the train service terminates at Spencer
Street station. So on all counts the parks levy does
not measure up based on any assessment of equity,
justice or fairness. It is hoped that the minister in
another place will consider distributing the rightful
share of Melton's contribution back to the people in
an identifiable way.
We have heard all the rhetoric about Victoria being
on the move. The move seems to be all interstate;
120 people are fleeing the state daily, probably to
avoid this killjoy government. We hear all the time
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of business activity. From a federal perspective,
company profits are increasing to the benefit of all;
companies are enjoying successful returns in all
states. But what response has there been from this
government?

Significant change that has resulted from the hard
work of the past two years to restore the state of
Victoria's finances. Although much hard work has
been done and there is still more work to be done,
the financial outlook is positive.

The government is still fighting the $8 pay rise to
state workers. It has cut back on child-care and
preschool funding. The government's promise of
gradual and sensitive job cuts has not come about. It
has broken its promise that there will be no change
to the Public Service Act and that pensioners will
benefit. Within a few months of being elected the
government increased charges on cigarettes, gas,
electricity, water and public transport and
introduced the infamous and iniquitous state deficit
levy. This week is Show Week, but the government
has taken away the Show Day holiday. That
deprives families of sharing that special day at the
showgrounds - another state government decision.
While the program delivered by the Governor was
optimistic, the government's record of broken
promises does not instil confidence in its success.

When the Kennett government was elected in
October 1992, Victoria was the basket case of all the
states and territories in the commonwealth. The
common joke around Australia was the economy of
Victoria. It continually suffered downgradings of its
credit rating and in its current account $16 billion
was spent with an income of $13 billion.

I shall again deal with Melton, which is the fourth
largest growth area in Victoria. There is strong
growth in the eastern corridor, and that area needs
some assistance by way of public transport. A bus
service is needed to service the eastern corridor of
Melton.

It is important with the prorogation of Parliament
that we recognise that the government has achieved
a great deal by meeting the targets and goals it set in
October 1992. Recently we had the pleasure of
hearing the Treasurer present the budget for the
coming financial year. He indicated that Victoria's
financial situation, at least on the current account,
was looking more positive than it has for the past
decade. We must put that in context. Although it is
more positive on the current account we still face
major problems with debts and liabilities.

I have raised this matter a number of times with the
Minister for Public Transport. He has laid the blame
partly on the former government, saying that it did
not deliver when in office. In fairness to my request,
I must say that development had not reached the
size it has reached over the past couple of years. This
is a genuine request for a bus service in the eastern
corridor of Melton. It is certainly required by the
people. I ask the minister to consider surveying the
needs of the area and whether the people would use
the service - I am sure that they would. At the very
least, a trial service should be introduced to glean
what the response to that introduction would be.
Or NAPTHINE (Portland) -It is with pleasure
that I respond tonight to the address given by the
Governor a t the opening of this session of
Parliament. On behalf of the people of the electorate
of Portland, I congratulate the Governor on his
excellent speech and on the way he outlined the
government's agenda for the next two years leading
up to the election in 1996. The proroguing of
Parliament was Significant because it marks a
watershed in the life of this government and
Victoria; it is a time for the recognition of the

All Victorians knew that sort of irresponsible
management could not continue and that is why
they overwhelmingly elected the Kennett coalition
government in October 1992. They gave the
government the awesome task of resurrecting the
finances of Victoria and restoring Victorians' pride
so they could feel they are making a positive
contribution to Australia and taking a positive place
in the Asian and world economies.

While all Victorians are pleased with the
achievements made by the government with the
current account, they recognise that the government
faces Significant debts, including the liabilities of
superannuation and other costs. This year marks a
significant milestone but it is part of the progression
towards the year 2000 and 2001 when the
government sees Victoria being restored once more
to the jewel in Australia's crown.
One of the aspects highlighted in the Governor's
speech was the reform of health care in the state,
which is a significant achievement for the
government and particularly the Minister for
Health. What we inherited on coming to
government was a state where hospitals were
turning away patients and closing beds, and finding
they were unable to cope and not allowed to manage
themselves. Hospital waiting lists were growing
Significantly. The introduction of incentives in the
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case-mix funding system, allowing hospital
managers to manage, and appointing prominent and
eminent people to hospital boards throughout the
state and giving them the charter and the backing to
make the decisions necessary to introduce
efficiencies and micro-economic reforms at the
hospital level, has resulted in a revolution in
hospital perfonnance in Victoria. Indeed, despite
Significant budget cuts in the hospital sector during
the past 12 months to 30 June, 61 000 more
Victorians were treated at public hospitals than in
the year before. More Victorians were treated during
the past 12 months than in any previous year in
Victoria. There has been a 8.8 per cent increase in the
number of patients treated in the past 12 months.
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progress and adapting hospitals to better meet the
needs of their communities so they can take
advantage of the opportunities that arise through
local government restructure and the government's
policy of compulsory competitive tendering. These
changes will provide real opportunities for country
health services to be based in hospitals and to
broaden their roles to contract out delivery of the
Meals on Wheels program, home handyman
services, district nursing services and a totally
integrated range of services to their communities.

In contrast with other states and territories there has
been a Significant reduction in Victorian public
hospital waiting lists, particularly of category 1 and
category 2 patients. They are the people awaiting
urgent pain-relieving surgery or suffering
life-threatening illnesses that are affecting their
quality of life. The treatment rate has been increased,
from 90 per cent to 99 per cent of category 1 patients,
and from 40 per cent to 45 per cent of category 2
patients - an enormous achievement that was
recOgnised in the Governor's speech.

This was the sort of thing that the meeting was
about. He supplied me with a copy of the agenda for
the workshop. He spoke to me in terms that he used
to introduce the workshop when he said that this
was the time of unique opportunity for rural health
services, and that it was not a crisis meeting as the
Leader of the Opposition would have honourable
members believe. Indeed the Leader of the
Opposition does not understand that Mr John Smith
was a member of the Rural Hospitals Task Force that
I chaired, which was appointed by the Minister for
Health and the Minister responsible for Aged Care,
to look at rural hospitals and examine their future
roles. It made a Significant and positive contribution
in its report.

During the debate this morning on private health
insurance, the Leader of the Opposition made some
comments about health reforms in Victoria. He
particularly referred to what he described as a crisis
meeting of small country hospitals at the Mercy
hospital today. Nothing could be further from the
truth. I am disappointed to say that it is not the first
time that the Leader of the Opposition has come into
the house and spoken words that are not the truth.
He has a growing reputation for being loose with the
truth and frivolous with facts. Unfortunately his
shadow Minister for Health is following in his
footsteps.

I shall go through some of the topiCS on the agenda
of today's so-called crisis meeting. It was opened by
Mr John Smith. Session 1 dealt with problems and
issues and was introduced by Mr Allan Hughes,
executive director of the Victorian Hospitals
Association, who outlined some of the issues faced
by country hospitals. Session 2 dealt with case
studies of role changes and amalgamations. It was
highlighted by speakers from the Apollo Bay District
Hospital, which is becoming a multipurpose facility
under this government in conjunction with the
commonwealth government, and is a positive and
Significant move by that community.

When I heard the Leader of the Opposition speak
about the so-called crisis meeting for so-called
country hospitals at the Mercy hospital I examined
the matter and I recall having spoken to Mr John
Smith, President of the Victorian Hospitals
Association, who had told me about this meeting. I
decided I should contact him again to reaffirm what
the meeting was about. Mr Smith is not only chief
executive of Nhill Hospital in the Wimmera but is
also President of the Victorian Hospitals Association.

Further case studies from the Orbost and District
Hospital were introduced by Ms Anita Wood, who
was also a member of the Rural Hospitals Task
Force, which made a positive contribution about the
role changes that were happening in Orbost where
they are integrating nursing home services, hostel
services, acute services as well as community-based
services into a proper rural health service to meet
the needs of that community, and particularly to
identify and deal with a lot of the needs that are not
met in country communities, such as the needs of
carers who are looking after people but who are
without support, and people who are forced to go

He spoke to me at lunchtime about the meeting. He
told me that it was far from a crisis meeting and that
it was actually a very positive meeting about reform,
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into hostels and nursing homes prematurely because
there are no community-based services.
That is occurring in many places in Victoria. We are
providing those services and at the same time we are
spending money on under-utilised acute beds to
better use those resources to meet the needs of the
community. That was what the meeting was about
today. The Leader of the Opposition does not
understand the need to adjust to meet the needs of
the community. The meeting was a positive
approach.
Another speaker was Dennis Boyd, the Chief
Executive Officer of the Rochester and District War
Memorial Hospital. He talked about the benefits to
the people of Elmore and Rochester of the
amalgamation of those services. There was talk
about regional planning opportunities and strategic
planning and the need to look at a
subregional-regional basis for providing health
services into the future.
Far from fitting the description the Leader of the
Opposition gave, that this was a crisis meeting for
acute hospitals, the meeting was led by John Smith,
who is playing a very positive role in the Victorian
Hospitals Association with country hospitals and
country health services, and was about providing
new hope and new opportunities for rural health
services to broaden their roles to better meet the
needs of their communities.
It is important for us to recognise that as time goes
on there is a need for change. When I grew up in the

country community of Winchelsea and needed my
tonsils out, I went to the Birregurra hospital. Most of
my brothers and sisters were born in the Birregurra
hospital. As I was one of 10 children -we kept the
local doctor busy for a number of years. But times
change. The Birregurra hospital no longer provides
obstetric services and it no longer provides surgery
services.
There is a need in that community for the Birregurra
hospital to change its role. The community is no
longer the same as it was 20 or 30 years ago and
there is an increasing need for the Birregurra health
service to broaden its role to provide
community-based services to elderly people. That is
the sort of role many of these rural health services
must undertake, and communities recognise that. I
congratulate John Smith, the President of the
Victorian Hospitals Association, on organising this
positive conference about role change to assist those
communities.
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Similarly in health reform under this government
there has been a significant reform in mental health
services. For many years the area of mental health
has suffered under a stigma that led to people with
mental illness or psychiatric illness being shut away,
locked up in institutions away on the hill or outside
town.
The 1980s was a Significant period for the
intellectually disabled. The international year when
the slogan was Breaking Down the Barriers had a
Significant effect on community attitudes to people
with intellectual disabilities. Unfortunately we have
not had the same quantum leap in attitude towards
people suffering mental illness, yet a very Significant
proportion of society suffers at some time or another
from mental illness. This government is facing its
responsibilities. It is saying to the community that
these people have Significant rights, and is seeking
to provide services to those people in their
communities.
The government is moving resources away from
institutional services to community-based services.
The government recognises that in the past the
whole concept of deinstitutionalisation - be it for
the intellectually disabled or for people suffering
from psychiatric illness - fell into disrepute in
many areas because people were moved out of
institutions without the proper community-based
services being put in place. That created dilemmas
not only for the individuals concerned, their carers
and their families, but the communities in which
they were placed.
The government recognises the need to develop
those community-based services and put them in
place before moving people out of institutions. That
is why I was pleased that in this budget the
government provided $28 million in special funding
for psychiatric services to help put
community-based services in place to help people
already living in the community as well as to help
people who are being moved out of institutions to
cope and integrate themselves into the community,
thus making a positive contribution to their lives
and to the communities in which they and their
families live.
As the Minister for Planning says by interjection, we
will be the first government to do that. That funding
is important for community housing, for people who
require that housing and particularly for case
management, which is an essential component of the
delivery of goods and services to these people.
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The Minister for Planning and I had the pleasure of
serving together on the Social Development
Committee in the previous Parliament. One of the
matters we looked at was the issue of mental
disturbance and community violence. Clearly the
strongest recommendation from that committee
concerned the need to adopt the individual case
management role to provide people with the sort of
assistance they need -somebody who will be with
them through thick and thin; somebody who can
link them to the available services so that they do
not fall through the gaps, so that they do not get
shoved from pillar to post with people telling them,
'You don't belong to this service. You don't fit in this
category'; and somebody who can hang in there
with that person. Case management is an important
part of that.
I am pleased that the government is taking this
positive attitude with people suffering from mental
illness and with their carers and their families.
Another area of health services is covered by the
positive approach taken by this government with
the cancer and heart oEfensives. The Premier was
with the Minister for Health today opening the new
Peter MacCallum Cancer Institute. The provision of
services for cancer sufferers, including diagnosis and
early treatment, as well as careful and caring
treatment for people in the terminal stages of cancer,
is a Significant step, as is the provision of funds for
research, which is essential for the future to reduce
the incidence of cancer in Victoria.
All of us in this house and all of us in Victoria know
somebody either in our own families or among our
friends who has died prematurely of cancer - be it
melanoma, lung cancer, testicular cancer, breast
cancer, bowel cancer or any other form of cancer.
These cancers kill people prematurely. It is
important that we address those issues as a
community, because cancer and heart disease are
still the major killers in this state, particularly the
premature killers.
It is important that the government provide not only
the traditional services to care for those people and
the traditional services for research in these areas.
That is why the Minister for Health has established
the cancer and heart offensives to focus the
community's attention on the need to address these
issues as a Victorian community. The target is to
reduce those risks by the year 2000, and there are a
number of things we can do as a community and as
individuals to reduce the risk in our own lives and
in the lives of the people we love.
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I wish now to refer particularly to issues pertaining
to my 'Own electorate of Portland, the electorate I
have been proud to represent since October 1988. I
have been particularly proud to represent this
electorate in country Victoria in the past two years
under the Kennett coalition government. Many
people are reported as saying that this government
has been particularly hard on country Victoria. I can
understand the perception that things are difficult in
country Victoria, particularly in areas where
agricultural commodity prices have dropped and
other changes have taken place in the community.
When I analyse what has happened in my electorate
because of actions taken by the state government I
am extremely proud of the positive and Significant
achievements of the government in my electorate
and the leadership it has provided for the future
direction of that area. I refer particularly to the city
of Hamilton, which depends very much on the rural
produce of the area.
That city has stagnated for a number of years, but
recently it realised its future belonged in identifying
and building on its strengths - the rural and wool
industries. I remember visiting Hamilton with the
Premier prior to the last state election where we met
with the Hamilton City Council and the Hamilton
Regional Development Board.
We asked them what were the most important
things that an incoming government could do for
the area. They said the important things that a new
government could do were to help the region
become recognised as the premier producing and
value-adding area for wool, research and technology.
We then asked them what specific things they
wanted us to do. They replied that they wanted the
City of Hamilton connected to the natural gas
pipeline so that industry could be attracted to the
area and that funding be provided for the
establishment of the Wool and Rural Industry Skills
Training Centre (WRIST). In two years we have
arranged for natural gas to be connected to the city.
The pipeline is being built and will be open next
year. The government also provided $2.6 million for
the development of the WRIST centre. The spin-off
has been the establishment of Austops, a major
wool-producing, value-adding firm, which has
invested $25 million in Hamilton. A wool scouring
plant has doubled its capacity and just last year the
Premier opened that new plant.
The true strengths of the town have been identified
and it is now building on those strengths. In
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addition, the government provided funding to
convert the rail line from Ararat to Hamilton and
Portland to a standard gauge line so that Hamilton
and Portland will now be on the national standard
gauge rail grid - a significant infrastructure
development for that area.
This government is on about providing
infrastructure so that communities can build on their
strengths. I am pleased that the Hamilton City
Council and the Hamilton Regional Development
Board led by its executive officer, Leigh
Maylor, have clearly recognised the strengths of the
city, and they have done a great job building on
those strengths.
I am sure that in a short time they will build further
on those strengths with value-adding industries
such as fellmongering. A report in the Portland
Observer refers to the perennial Labor candidate for
Portland, Bill Sharrock, who has stood three times
for the seat. At the last election he was so
embarrassed by his past failures that his wife stood!
Bill Sharrock was reported as having asked what the
member for Portland had done for the local
community. He failed to understand that the answer
is provided in last Friday's Portland Observer, which
carried a headline entitled 'Nap thine accused of
pork-barrelling' .
On 10 September the Warrnambool Standard received
a letter from Mr John Pandazopoulos, who is

described as the member for Dandenong.
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has done very well in attracting funding to his local
community.
Mr Sharrock is against many of the things that have
been done by the Kennett government, particularly
in education. However, he was one of the first school
teachers to put up his hand to accept a retrenchment
package when it was offered. He was complaining
about the cuts to education and the dreadful things
happening to school teachers, but being a school
teacher, he put up his hand for a retrenchment
package!

I am pleased that my electorate has been well served
by the government in the two years it has been in
office. I have been keeping a record of the things we
have been able to achieve. For example, we have
a $3 million capital funding grant for schools; a
$2 million allocation for a new bridge over the
Glenelg River in Nelson, which is very important for
the transport infrastructure of the area; a $387 000
allocation for the aquatic centre at Portland based on
the hot water establishment there; a $200 000
allocation for additional technical and further
education classrooms at Hamilton; a 40 per cent
increase in funding for the community health centre
in Hamilton and an increase in funding for the
community health centre in Portland.
The SPEAKER - Order! The honourable
member's time has expired.
Debate adjourned on motion of Mr HAERMEYER
(Yan Yean).

Mr Kennett - What is his address?
Debate adjourned until next day.
Or NAPTHINE - Robinson Street, Dandenong.

BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE
Mr Kennett - What is his real address?

Remaining business
Or NAPTHINE - The Santa Fe Club down the
road. Mr Pandazopoulos wrote that it is interesting
to note that the member for Portland gloats about
the fact that he has achieved significant results in
attracting state government funding for his region.
The member for Dandenong issued a press release
stating that coalition members in country Victoria
had been favoured in funding allocations for
schools, hospitals and other things. The government
proVided significant resources to my electorate, so it
is ironic that the Labor Party candidate for the seat
of Portland, Bill Sharrock, is asking what the local
member has done for the community while at the
same time there is a statement in the same local
paper stating that the Liberal member for Portland

Postponed on motion of Mr MACLELLAN
(Minister for Planning).

ADJOURNMENT
Mr MACLELLAN (Minister for Planning) - I
move:
That the house do now adjOurn.

Children: foster care
Ms GARBUlT (Bundoora) - I raise for the
attention of the Minister for Community Services the
child protection system. Last week was Child
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Protection Week and this week is Foster Care Week.
Children who cannot live at home, including abused
children, need residential care provided by welfare
or foster care agencies, both of which are under
increasing stress.
I refer the minister to St Augustine's Adolescent and
Family Services in Geelong, which is closing two of
its four residential units due to budget cuts. The
director of St Augustine's, Brother Trevor Parton,
issued a press release yesterday in which he said:
I have asked our politicians to see what they can do,
but they don't seem to be able to do anything, what
does government think they are about?
NGOs (non-government organisations) are being left to
wither on the vine, while our rationalists safely look on
from a distance and say 'Bad luck you did not make it,
you should have tried something cheaper!'. I wonder if
they could bring themselves to say that to the families
and kids we will have to turn away?

It is a damning comment on the honourable member
for Geelong in whose electorate those services are.

Even more children will need foster care. It is
appalling that in Foster Care Week the system is in
total crisis. The Children's Welfare Association of
Victoria, foster care's peak body, says it has
experienced a huge increase in demand. Some
agencies have reported an increase of 300 per cent
due to mandatory reporting and a failure to attract
parents to the scheme. Carlton's Focus foster care
agencies say they often have to call the Department
of Health and Community Services to say they are
full and long waiting lists for most foster care
services are common. Canon Ian Ellis of St John's
Homes Care Force said recently that his foster care
service in the outer eastern suburbs had been
stretched to the limit. Some foster care agencies have
had to close their books for weeks at a time.
The government must take responsibility for the
situation. It cut $7.4 million from the budget of those
services just when mandatory reporting was being
introduced. This year's budget will see just
$2 million put back in, and the government claims
the crisis is over! It is a cruel and cynical trick that
ignores the real crisis, which is the denial of
protection of and support to the children who need
it. The minister needs to come out of his office and
face up to the real crisis.
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Shire of Tungamah water authority
Mr JASPER (Murray Valley) - I raise for the
attention of the Minister for Natural Resources the
investigation into and establishment of regional
water authorities, particularly the difficulties
relating to the authority in the Shire of Tungamah.
The minister has already discussed those issues in
seeking to rearrange the operation of water
resources in north-eastern Victoria and the
Goulbum Valley and establish the water authorities
with a minimum revenue of $10 million.

The small water authority in the Shire of Tungamah
supplies water to the townships of Katandra West,
Tungamah and St James and its stock and domestic
supply goes to various farming communities within
the shire. The minister will know that recently in the
shire offices a meeting, which I and an officer from
the department attended, was held to discuss the
future of the stock and domestic system. I seek
clarification from the minister about the future of
water Supplies to the townships of Tungamah,
St James and Katandra West.
The former rural water corporation was aware of the
stock and domestic system and had difficulty
operating the system. The responsible water
authority in the Shire of Tungamah has undertaken
extensive works to upgrade the supply channels and
system. I believe a water resources office should
officially take charge of the stock and domestic
system so it can take into account the delivery of
water from Casey's Weir on the Broken Creek
through the Shire of Benalla and into the Shire of
Tungamah. I assume that the minister will be able to
respond to the water authority in the Shire of
Tungamah and come up with a positive result
concerning the water supply throughout the shire.

Lalor Park Primary School
Mr ANDRIANOPOULOS (Mill Park) - The
matter I raise for the attention of the Minister for
Community Services is the
before-and-after-school-hours child-care program
that operates at the LaIor Park Primary School. It is
funded by the state government through the
minister's department and has been operating for
four years.

During its fust year in office this government
continued to fund the program. However, in a
callous and calculated way the government this
week decided to cut the funding, citing insufficient
numbers for the program to continue.

ADJOURNMENT

Wednesday, 14 September 1994

ASSEMBLY

About seven children use the program on a full-time
basis and 20 children use it on an occasional basis.
Although one could perhaps understand that
because of the sbingencies applied by the
government, the viability of some programs require
examination, the parents of students at the school
plead with the minister that if the program is to
cease, it should cease at the end of the school year,
not now.
Constituents have written to me stating that if the
program is cut now they will have little hope of
finding after-school and preschool care for their
children for the remainder of the school year. I, too,
plead with the minister to show some compassion
and commonsense to ensure that the program
continues to be run until at least the end of the year
so that parents can make alternative arrangements
for their children for the 1995 school year.

Terrorist handbook
Mr LUPTON (Knox) - The matter I raise is for
the attention of the Attorney-General. A constituent
came to me with a floppy disk he had obtained from
his son. Some items on the disk were: how to
defraud Telecom; how to pick locks - and it gave a
detailed explanation of various types of locks and
how to pick each; how to smash your school; the
basics of hacking; how to make a pipe bomb; how to
make gunpowder; and how to make nitroglycerine.
The person who produced the disk had stated on an
instruction sheet:
Carried out under any circumstances!! Serious harm or
death could occur from attempting to perform any of
the methods in this publication. This is merely for
reading enjoyment, and is not intended for actual use!!

The lengthy papers go into fine detail about how to
pick locks, make bombs and cause mayhem among
the community. It is important that Victoria - and,
indeed, this country -ensures that this publication,
for want of a better word, is kept out of the hands of
our children. This floppy disk, which is readily
available in the community, causes concern because
it is a terrorist handbook.
I ask the Attorney-General to investigate whether
the government, probably with the assistance of the
federal government, can intervene to control the
availability of this disk, because the person
producing it is irresponsible. Although a rider is
placed on the use of the disk, it is available as a tool.
The people involved are irresponsible and will cause
danger to our children.
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Williamstown Hospital
Mr BRACKS (Williamstown) - I raise for the
attention of the Minister for Health the need for
capital improvements at the Williamstown Hospital.
It is a very unusual request in that the Williamstown
Hospital is not asking for money from the state
government; all it is requesting is approval from the
Minister and/ or the Secretary to the Department of
Health and Community Services to raise its own
funds to finance refurbishment at the hospital to the
extent of $2.5 million. It would seem to be a Simple
matter, one that simply requires government
approval, with no government finance but a
commitment from the government that the
Williamstown Hospital has a place in the future and
therefore can go to the public of Williamstown and
raise money through public appeal. It could also
consolidate the site adjacent to the hospital by
selling houses and land, which would add to the
capital expansion.
The problem is that the departmental secretary to
the minister, not the minister, is not giving the
approval requested but is blocking approval for the
capital expansion and the possibility of the hospital
raising its own money.
Williamstown Hospital is doing very well. Its
patronage has increased even though it had
something like a $1 million or 8 per cent cut in its
budget and operational funds. It is still having a big
throughput, but to remain attractive to the public it
obviously needs to improve its facilities to attract
further custom and to continue its operations
effectively in the future. By not approving the
project that requires no government funding the
department is de facto effectively squeezing the
hospital in an underhand way. The health region,
the community in Williamstown, and the hospital all
believe that the capital expansion should go ahead.
All it requires is approval; simply a signature from
the Minister for Health.
I congratulate the Minister for Health on agreeing to
meet with representatives from the hospital in a
couple of weeks time. I urge the minister to look
broadly at the issue; to take advice not simply from
her departmental secretary but from the region in
which the hospital operates, the region that is
advising both the minister and the departmental
secretary, and to think about the fact that
Williamstown Hospital has a future: its future is in
capital expansion and it does not pose any threat to
the new hospital or to the Western General Hospital.
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In fact it can sustain itself and will have no impact
on those two hospitals.
I call on the minister in discussions with
representatives of the Williamstown Hospital to
agree that the capital expansion can go ahead. It will
cost the state government not one cent.

Landcare
Mr TREASURE (Gippsland East) - The matter I
raise for the attention of the Minister for Natural
Resources relates to the Landcare program that has
been running for some time in this state. In my
electorate alone the Landcare program has done
some excellent work. It has brought farming and
landholder communities together to tackle
conservation issues of various kinds.
One that comes to mind is running at the moment as
a trial around the shores of Lake Wellington where
saline and brackish water has ruined what could
potentially be good grazing land. The local Landcare
groups are running a trial with salt-tolerant pasture
and various types of saltbush they have brought
down from parts of northern Australia.
The mischievous and misleading remarks by
members of the Lahor Party in the past few hours
regarding funding to the Landcare program should
be highlighted. Even in her speech this afternoon the
honourable member for Altona was quoting
cutbacks to the Landcare system.
I ask the minister to confirm the government's
commitment to this excellent program so that people
can at least go forward and still contribute to their
Landcare programs with confidence.

Public transport: safety
Mr BATCHELOR (Thomastown) - The urgent
matter I raise for the attention of the Minister for
Public Transport relates to the safe carriage of
people on our public transport system and the use of
automatic closing doors. I seek a guarantee from the
minister that passengers, particularly mothers and
children, will be delivered safe and sound on our
trains, trams and buses.

If the Minister for Public Transport is unable to give
that personal guarantee, I demand an immediate
public inquiry into the question of the public safety
of these automatic closing doors before it is too late
and someone, perhaps even a child, is killed. The
problem relates to all modes of public transport. It is
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a serious matter and the gravity of the problem will
increase following the introduction of the automatic
fare collection system and the resultant destaffing of
most railway stations, removal of tram conductors
and, importantly, removal of guards from trains.
These problems exist both here and in New South
Wales, but I fear the problem will be much greater in
Victoria following the turbulent introduction of
automatic ticketing machines. We have seen the
tragic situation in New South Wales of young people
being killed.
Last month at the Surrey Hills railway station a
mother who wished to leave a train had placed one
young child on the station platform and was still
trying to get off the train with another child in a
pram when the doors closed on her and the pram
like a steel trap and the train began to move off.
Earlier this year, again in Victoria, a young child was
left abandoned on the WlStaffed Hartwell station. A
mother had placed a young toddler on the station
platform but before she could alight from the train
with her other child, who was in a pram, the train
moved off and took her to the next station.
The matter is most urgent, and something needs to
be done. The opposition calIs upon the Minister for
Public Transport to look into these matters and if he
is unable to give the personal guarantee we seek that is that people, particularly mothers and
children, will be safe on our public transport
system - to institute a public inquiry.

South Gippsland mariculture and
aquiculture
Mr RYAN (Gippsland South) - I raise with the
Minister for Natural Resources the very important
issue of the development of the mariculture and
aquiculture industries in my electorate of Gippsland
South. All the available evidence seems to suggest
that the area around Corner Inlet is absolutely ideal
for the development of those industries.
At Foster on Monday of this week I convened a
meeting of some 40 people from a variety of groups
that are interested in the prospect of developing
these industries for the benefit of the immediate
region and for the benefit of Victoria as a whole.
Those people were drawn from a wide variety of
groups within the community, including the shires,
through the agency of the chief executive officers of
the shires of Alberton and South Gippsland,
Mr Garry Stephens and Mr Rod Lomax respectively;
various commercial interests; the Department of
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Conservation and Natural Resources; the major
projects unit of the Victorian government; the Office
of Regional Development, through the Minister for
Regional Development in another place; and various
local fishermen. There was true community
representation at that gathering.

Consideration should be given to the offender being
removed from the family home instead of a family
of, in some cases, five or six children being moved.
At present the system dislocates the children from
their school and neighbourhood community, and it
involves extra expenses and hardship.

One of the outcomes of the day was the formation of
a steering committee that will be associated with the
promotion and development of these industries,
which are important to my electorate and to
Gippsland at large. The idea of the committee is to
bring to the minister's notice different issues that are
relevant to the further development of those
industries.

If women and children are removed from their
homes it means emergency accommodation,
clothing for the children, and all of the other factors
that go with it. It would be much Simpler to move
one male into accommodation so that he cannot go
near the home and cause any more problems until
the matter is resolved through counselling and all
other measures needed to bring the family back
together.

Although a number of investigations were done
over a period of many years on behalf of individuals
who were interested in the prospect of the
development of an industry base, I understand this
was the first occasion on which all the disparate
interests were brought together to provide an
opportunity, through the activities of the steering
committee, to promote these important industries.
My query concerns the capacity of the minister's
department to offer support for the proposals this
steering committee broadly represents. The general
thrust of its intention is to see industry development
flourish in South Gippsland. In Tasmania, if that can
be taken as any sort of benchmark, the industry
started only a few years ago and it has been
tremendously successful.
I must say that one needs to question the
development of Pacific oysters as part of that
industry, and it is on that issue in particular that I
seek the minister's direction.

Children: mandatory reporting
Mr SEITZ (Keilor) - The matter I wish to raise is
for the attention of the Minister for Community
Services. Firstly, I congratulate him on introducing
mandatory reporting. However, I have come across
some complaints within my community concerning
the fact that, when the problem occurs and a report
is made, the police and community services people
initially take the mother and children away from the
home.
In some of the cases in my area, after a certain
number of weeks have elapsed the family gets back
together and the children are then faced with the
embarrassment of being reintegrated into their
schools.

I have come across the situation many times in my
electorate where children have faced this problem,
and we all know what kids can be like in the school
playground. They cannot just say they have been on
holiday for three or six weeks; and, in addition, their
whole school program is interrupted.
For those reasons, consideration should be given by
the minister to resolving this problem and spending
money on educating the community on this issue.
The message about how mandatory reporting affects
the family situation still has not got across.
It is even worse for recent arrivals to the country
who are fearful of the police. If community services
authorities arrive at their homes with a police officer
they do whatever police and community services tell
them to do because they are the authorities, and
many of them come from countries where absolute
dictatorships operate. For those reasons more
education is needed on the entire program.

I ask for consideration to be given to the kids and
families staying in their own environment and
isolating the offending partner so that the children
do not have to suffer from having to re-establish in
their own communities and being stigmatised by the
experience.

Generation Victoria
Mr HAMILTON (MorweU) - The matter I raise
for the attention of the Minister for Energy and
Minerals in his capacity as being responsible for the
electricity industry concerns Generation Victoria.
Concerns have been raised with me by a number of
constituents about what they consider to be a waste
of money. Apparently a consultant has been
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appointed to carry out some brainwashing on the
workers.

government is not willing to fund such projects,
which are of enonnous value to the community.

A program called 'Building a High Perfonnance
Team' has been instituted. It consists of members of
the work force being taken to Melbourne at the
expense of Generation Victoria and being put
through a program designed to build a team that
can get productivity going.

I ask the minister to seriously consider taking to
cabinet proposals that would effectively allow the
community to develop these types of programs
which are so beneficial - -

That in itself may not be such a bad thing, but the
cost of the program per person is about $135 a day
and $109 a night for accommodation. It is quite an
expensive program.
The program was first described to me as like being
treated to an exercise with Billy Graham. When I
suggested that was a little unkind we decided that
Jimmy Bakker would be a better analogy. There has
been a great deal of resentment to this high-powered
attack on people's integrity, especially when the
bottom line for this high performance team seems to
be that if people cannot be cajoled to be part of the
team they will get the sack anyway.
The work force is resentful of this high-powered,
high-cost, high-sell attack on their integrity, which
should be something that is directly and completely
the responsibility of management rather than highly
paid consultants. They believe enough brainwashing
is already occurring in the media through the
government, its ministers and especially the
Premier. They want to know from the minister what
it is costing, because whatever it is costing is too
much in tenns of the effect it is having on workers.

Springvale adventure program
Mr MICALLEF (Springvale) - I raise for the
attention of the Minister for Sport, Recreation and
Racing an adventure program that has recently been
built in Springvale. This wonderful adventure
program was put together by a dedicated team of
people who built the community playground on the
Burden Park site in Springvale.
The funding for the project has come from a variety
of sources. The area improvement program initially
provided the seeding funding so there was some
funding from the previous state government. From
that came the impetus to develop a program that is
probably worth more than $100 000 to the
community. The program has been well supported
by the City of Springvale which has put more than
$50 000 into the project. It amazes me that the state

The SPEAKER - Order! The honourable
member's time has expired.

Responses
Mr JOHN (Minister for Community Services)The honourable member for Bundoora raised the
placement and support service foster care program
in this state and in particular the St Augustine's
Adolescent and Family Services agency in the
Geelong area. The government spends more than
$50 million each year in accommodation programs
in the placement and support service area.
When the coalition came to government in October
1992 it discovered that the previous government had
funded 3200 beds under the placement and support
program. Every night in Victoria 400 of those beds
were empty. The money for those 400 beds was
completely wasted and was not reaching the people
who needed the service.
The government is halfway through a two-year
redevelopment strategy, the aim of which is to place
greater emphasis on foster care and on family and
community-based programs and services.
This is a very definite shift in policy, away from the
bricks and mortar of the larger, old-fashioned and
inappropriate institutional-based settings. We are
redeveloping the service system from the previous
very high-cost system to a lower cost and more
flexible system to better meet the needs of children
in trouble in this state. International research and
most experts in this area will verify that if young
children cannot be supported within their own
natural families, being placed in foster care is a
better and much more appropriate option for them
than being placed in an institution. That is the policy
direction driving the government to ensure it gets
more flexible and more caring programs and policies
in place to look after children in trouble.
The redevelopment has already seen an increased
bed capacity throughout the state targeted at the
areas of greatest need. Capadty in home-based care
services has increased by 300 places. An additional
74 children have been placed within extended family
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networks. A major part of the redevelopment is its
focus on providing a greater variety of preventive
services to help families stay together.
In respect to the claims of foster care difficulties by
the honourable member for Bundoora, we have yet
to receive from the Children's Welfare Association
of Victoria any claim or substantiation of the
difficulties in obtaining what some say are the large
numbers needed in the foster care area. The
government continues to support St Augustine's
Adolescent and Family Services in the Geelong area
with funding each year of nearly half a million
dollars - $478 000.
Ms Garbutt interjected.
Mr JOHN - If the honourable member for
Bundoora will listen she will learn and we will not
have a repeat of last night's nonsense when she
repeated word for word exactly what the
honourable member for Morwell had said on
Thursday night - and she did not do it as well,
either.
In the past, St Augustine's was funded to provide
accommodation for 18 adolescents; however, it only
ever accommodated 10. Unlike the previous
government, this government is not about wasting
funds and wasting money; it is about caring for
people. There is no point in sending cheques to
agencies that are not caring for people and not filling
the beds for which they are funded. The government
will fund only for the level of service provided.
Although St Augustine's is a caring agency,
regrettably and unfortunately it is not a very
efficient one. It has a unit cost of $72 000 a year per
child, one of the highest in Victoria. So we are
looking forward to working with St Augustine's. We
are continuing to fund that agency to the tune of
nearly $500 000 a year and we want it to work with
our department to redevelop its services so that they
become more efficient.

The honourable member for Mill Park raised the
important issue of before and after-school hours
programs and I will undertake to have the matters
he raised investigated. I am not aware of the detail
of the circumstances he has raised. If he has any
further information or details that he can provide it
will assist me in getting a speedy answer to the
problems, which we will do our best to resolve.
The honourable member for Keilor raised the
matters of families in crisis, mandatory reporting
and domestic violence. I thank the honourable
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member for his kind and generous remarks on the
government's very successful introduction of
mandatory reporting.
Mr Hamilton interjected.
Mr JOHN - I take up the interjection of the
honourable member for Morwell that he may not
have caucus approval for congratulating the
government for the excellence of its introduction of
mandatory reporting. It is the first time that the
opposition has recognised what is a patent fact. I
thank him for his gesture of support.
The honourable member for Keilor referred to the
traumatic difficulties of family break-up in the child
protection area. He also touched on circumstances
where domestic violence also intruded and affected
the situation. To emphasise what I said before, the
government cares a great deal about keeping
families together and supporting them in their
needs. I reiterate that since mandatory reporting was
introduced funding for child protection has been
increased from $31 million to more than $40 million
a year, the highest amount ever recorded as being
spent on child protection in this state, with more
resources and more staff than in the history of this
state and more per capita being spent than in any
state in Australia. That is a fair statement of the
commitment of the government to the care of
children.
The government has increased the amount spent on
domestic violence, which I am sure the honourable
member for Keilor would be pleased about, from
$9 million a year to nearly $10 million a year. No
cuts have been made in that area since October 1992
when the government came to office. More money is
being spent than ever before.
Great care is given in developing policy to ensure
families and children have support, and I again
thank the honourable member for Keilor for his kind
remarks and congratulations to the government on
its introduction of mandatory reporting.
Mrs TEHAN (Minister for Health) - The
honourable member for Williamstown raised with
me a matter concerning the Williamstown Hospital.
Curiously his predecessor, Joan Kirner, formerly of
this place, also raised this matter by telephone not so
long ago. As the honourable member for
WiUiamstown observed, I am meeting with the
board and management of the Williamstown
Hospital in a few weeks. The hospital has been
successful under case-mix and has continued to
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provide services in the area. There is demand for
such services and the hospital will continue to
provide them.
However, two things are worth doing at this stage:
one is to undertake a short study of a health
planning nature that will examine health services in
the western suburbs, including the Altona,
Williamstown and Western hospitals and the impact
that the new Werribee District Hospital has had on
those other hospitals and, more importantly, to
examine some of the services that are required to
sustain both campuses of the Western Hospital to
which the government is committed.
There will be a short planning exercise on the types
of services in the general health area of those
hospitals in the western suburbs. The honourable
member raised particularly with me the
recommendation that I think the board will bring,
that it be allowed to spend reserves it has on
refurbishing the hospital. Certainly on the basis that
the honourable member and his predecessor put it to
me, it is a reasonable proposal. Again I am alerted to
the fact that the plans that the board has in mind
may cost more than the reserves it currently has.
That matter will have to be looked at to see whether
the proposed plans are economically feasible. I
believe it can be done quickly. It is important that
the funds be sufficient to meet the plans the board
has in mind. A viability study of the proposal must
be undertaken.
However, I hear what the honourable member has
put to me, as did his predecessor. I look forward to
meeting with the board and management of the
Williamstown Hospital and hearing in full detail
their proposal and certainly their offer of funding
this proposal from their own reserves, if it is at all
possible.
I w~ do that in the context of a fairly quick but
important overview of the need for services,
especially hospital services but perhaps also broader
health services, in the western area. The government
wants to overview that, and I would be happy to
keep the honourable member posted on progress in
this area.
Mr COLEMAN (Minister for Natural
Resources) - The honourable member for Knox
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Mr COLEMAN - Certainly in the
Attorney-General's mind it is a state issue. If such
floppy disks came into the hands of the wrong
people, disruptive action which could affect the
community broadly could result. I will ensure that
matter is taken up with the Attorney-General.
The honourable member for Thomastown sought
amongst other things some guarantee from the
Minister for Public Transport. I am sure that his
response to that request in due course will provide
the guarantee that the honourable member for
Thomastown is seeking.
The honourable member for Morwell raised with the
Minister for Energy and Minerals some issues
concerning the Latrobe Valley and particularly
Generation Victoria. He sought a review of training
programs being developed in the Latrobe Valley as
part of a team-building exercise for Generation
Victoria and described that as a waste of money.
That is an unfortunate attitude for him to take, given
that the success of Generation Victoria will depend
largely on its capacity to deliver a team that
provides successful services. I will take up that
matter with the Minister for Energy and Minerals.
The honourable member for Springvale raised with
the Minister for Sport, Recreation and Racing an
adventure playground being built at Burden Park in
Springvale. I will take up that issue with the
Minister for Sport, Recreation and Racing.
The honourable member for Murray Valley referred
to the Shire of Tungamah and the administration of
a water system which emanates from Casey's Weir
on Broken Creek, runs through the shires of Benalla
and Tungamah and supplies the two towns of
St James and Tungamah in that system as well as a
range of stock and domestic services also served off
that channel system.
There has been a meeting of interested groups in an
attempt to determine the future management of this
channel system. There is some broad agreement that
the towns of St James and Tungamah should come
under the jurisdiction of the proposed Ovens
regional water authority, that the town of Katandra
West should come under the administration of the
Goulburn Valley regional water authority and that
the channel system which supplies stock and

referred the Attorney-General to the nature of the

domestic services to rural properties in the Shire of

material on certain floppy disks and the way that, in
the hands of the wrong people - -

Benalla and the Shire of Tungamah should be in the
first case administered by Goulburn-Murray Water,
which is the regional body set up to handle rural
water activities in northern Victoria.

An honourable member interjected.
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That outcome would be most satisfactory and we
hope to have it finalised in the relatively near future.
It will mean that some people in the Shire of Benalla
who have previously not been exposed to the costs
of water perhaps will be exposed to them, but once
that process is in place it will inevitably lead to a
customer group being set up to run the system.
The honourable member for Gippsland East raised
the claims being made by the opposition about
cutbacks to Landcare funding. The administration of
the Department of Conservation and Natural
Resources has been reduced from 16 regions to 5.
Those five regions make policy decisions about the
department's five business operations - forests,
national parks, catchment and land management,
flora, faWla and fisheries, and Crown land and
assets. Although the budget for catchment and land
protection has been significantly increased, from
$70.7 million last year to $81.9 million this year, the
opposition claims there has been a 15 per cent
reduction in funding for that activity. It has also said
that there has been a reduction of $2.24 million; but
it is clear that that figure and the claimed reduction
of 15 per cent do not in any way correspond. The
opposition has seized upon a shift in percentages in
one cost centre only. That reflects some savings that
have come from putting in place a different
structure, which has resulted in more funding being
made available for catchment and protection
work - not less, as was claimed. The exposure of
the inaccuracy of the opposition's claim only brings
it into further disrepute.
However, as the honourable member for Gippsland
East has noted, Landcare groups are becoming
concerned about the publicity. There is no need for
any Landcare group to be concerned that funding
has been cut, as was suggested by the opposition. A
clear set of figures indicates unequivocally that there
has been a substantial increase in funding. The
statements being made by the opposition are
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inaccurate and irresponsible. I hope the opposition
puts that information in context and is therefore able
to continue its support for Landcare, which I am
sure everyone else in this house supports. There are
in the order of 540 Landcare groups in Victoria,
which are doing a fantastic job; and I do not believe
anything should be done that interrupts their good
work.
The honourable member for Gippsland South
referred to the public meeting that was held under
his auspices last week on the important issue of the
development of a new aquiculture industry in South
Gippsland. A proposal is being developed,
obviously with the support of the shires, industry
and fishermen, to use Corner Inlet and some waters
in the vicinity to develop an aquiculture industry to
augment the availability of livestock for the
Victorian fishing industry. The issue of growing
Pacific oysters has been raised. It is possible to
propagate them in closed waters, and I believe the
work that is necessary to encourage that industry
needs to be done. I believe the meeting will lead to
further research being conducted, which will enable
that to occur. I compliment the honourable member
for Gippsland South on taking the lead on this issue.
Mr Hamilton interjected.
Mr COLEMAN -It is more than that, because
your party actually sank a fair bit of money into the
same region on an unsuccessful flat oyster project.
This proposal has a great chance of success because
of the broad support for its establishment. Given the
cooperation of those people I am sure there will be a
successful outcome in the longer term.
Motion agreed to.
House adjourned 10.50 p.m.
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