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OPENING OF SESSION
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ASSEMBLY

VICfORIA
PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES
(HANSARD)
Second session of the fifty-second Parliament
Legislative Assembly

CONDOLENCE MOTIONS
The SPEAKER - Order! I suggest that the
Premier move the condolence motions separately.
When the motions have been dealt with, I shall ask
the house to agree to the motions in the traditional
manner.

DEATH OF HONOURABLE IVAN
ARCHIE SWINBURNE, CMG

Tuesday, 6 September 1994
Mr KENNETI (Premier) - I move:

OPENING OF SESSION
The SPEAKER (the Hon. J. E. Delzoppo) took the
chair at 2.32 p.m. and read the prayer.
Clerk read proclamation by His Excellency the
Governor convoking Parliament.
Usher of Black Rod brought message from His
Excellency the Governor desiring attendance of
honourable members in Legislative Council.
Members, led by Speaker, proceeded to Council
chamber.
Sitting suspended 2.39 p.m. until 5.05 p.m.

RESIGNATION OF MEMBER
The SPEAKER -Order! On Friday, 27 May 1994
I received a letter of resignation from the honourable
member for Williamstown. I do not intend to read
the letter; however, it will be reproduced in the Votes
and Proceedings. On 17 June 1994 I issued a writ for
the election of a member to serve the electorate of
the district of Williamstown in the place of the
Honourable Joan Kirner, resigned. I received a
return of the said writ, by which it appears that
Stephen Phillip Bracks, Esquire, has been duly
elected to the electoral district of Williamstown
pursuant to the said writ.

NEW MEMBER
The SPEAKER announced the election of
Mr Stephen Phillip Bracks as member for the
electoral district of Williamstown in place of Ms
Joan Kimer, resigned, pursuant to writ issued on
17 June 1994.
Mr Bracks introduced and affirmed.

That this house expresses its sincere sorrow at the
death of the Honourable Ivan Arcrue Swinburne, CMG,
and places on record its acknowledgment of the
valuable services rendered by him to the Parliament
and the people of Victoria as member of the Legislative
Council for the electoral province of North Eastern
from 1946 to 1976 and Minister for Housing and
Materials from 1951 to 1952.

Ivan Archie Swinburne was born on 6 March 1908
and died on Friday, 12 August 1994. Before entering
Parliament Mr Swinbume worked as a tobacco
grower and dairy farmer. He farmed a property at
Buffalo River South.
Mr Swinbume had a long and respected
parliamentary career. He entered Parliament in June
1946 and 30 years later, when he announced his
retirement, he was described as one of the best
Country Party members of Parliament. His long
period of service was atypical of any member of the
house, regardless of his or her political party,
around that time.
Mr Swinbume achieved the post of Leader of the

Country Party and later the National Party in the
Legislative Coundl from 1969 to 1976. He was a
minister in the McDonald Country Party
govenunent from 1950 to 1952, when he held the
post of Minister for Housing and Materials.
Throughout Mr Swinburne's long service to
Parliament his background remained a strong
influence. People knew him for his commWlity
involvement and support of his electorate. Noted for
his supportiveness and fair-mindedness,
Mr Swinbume was active in the Victorian Bush
NurSing Association, the Victorian Rural Fire
Brigades Association and the North Eastern Victoria
Ambulance Service, and for 13 years was chairman
of the Mount Buffalo National Park committee. He
was also widely recognised as a long-time supporter
of the tobacco industry in the north-eastern region.

DEATU OF HONOURABLE IV AN ARCHIE SWINBURNE, CMG
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Mr Swinburne has been described as having a
no-nonsense attitude and a can-do spirit, best
epitomised during the period when he was Minister
for Housing and Materials. During that time he was
able to undertake action to make housing available
to prevent General-Motor's Holden's relocating
from Melbourne to Adelaide. The fact that GMH
today is a major employer in this city - in
Dandenong and at Fishermen's Bend - is very
much a tribute to his vision of an industry policy to
retain this important industry for the state. Since
that time, tens of thousands of Victorians have been
employed at GMH and we are still the beneficiaries
of the product that it produces.
Mr Swinburne was a staunch supporter of
environmental issues - it was a little unusual in
those days - and his interest was demonstrated
through his chainnanship of the committee of
management of the Mount Buffalo National Park
where he supported the planting of trees to protect
the environment.
Mr Swinburne was one of a remarkable team of
people who served Victoria from that part of the
state. He served for 30 years and Mr Tom Mitchell
served as a lower house member for almost the same
period of time, together with Mr Tom Trewin who
also, many of us would remember, served until 1982
when the honourable member on my right,
Mr McNamara, replaced Mr Trewin. The upper
house member Mr Keith Bradbury was also in
Parliament until 1978, so there are some members
who came into the house in 1976 who served with
both of those members, and most of the National
Party members would have known both. They were
all in one sense a very tough breed of individual, but
very committed to teams they believed in. As a
group they formed a powerful little clique of men
who served the Parliament and their community
very well indeed.

Mr Swinburne's community service was also
reflected in the commitment he demonstrated to his
electorate where he was widely admired and
respected. He was described as being particularly
skilful at representing people on all political issues
and of all political persuasions. His 30 years of
wtinterrupted service to the Parliament and to the
people of his electorate stand as testimony to those
skills and his dedication.
In 1973 Mr Swinburne was awarded the Companion
of the Order of St Michael and St George, and
Parliament dedicated a reserve on the outskirts of
Myrtleford as a tribute to his years of service to the
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local community. On behalf of the government, I
extend condolences to the Honourable Ivan Archie
Swinbume's family, including his wife, Maisie, and
his daughter, Jan.
Mr BRUMBY (Leader of the Opposition) - I jOin
with the Premier today in speaking on the
condolence motion, and on behalf of the opposition I
extend condolences to Ivan Swinburne's family. As
the Premier has said, Ivan Swinburne had a long
career in Victorian politics, serving 30 years as a
member for North Eastern Province. He was
Minister for Housing and Materials in the McDonald
government from 1950 to 1952 and Leader of the
Government in the Legislative Council from 1969
until his retirement in 1976.
It is worth noting the editorial that appeared in the
Border Morning Mail at the time of his retirement
after 30 years of service to the Parliament. One
paragraph of the editorial says:
Within his electorate, he is highly respected and on
many occasions has been awarded the tribute that he
works as hard to help people of opposing political
persuasions as for his own party stalwarts. A politician
commanding that kind of respect has few problems at
election time.

Mr Swinburne was well respected within the
Parliament and his electorate. During his career he
was active in a number of charities and community
organisations. As the Premier has said, he was an
active member of the Victorian Bush Nursing
Association, the Victorian Rural Fire Brigades
Association and the North Eastern Victoria
Ambulance Service, and was chairman of the Mount
Buffalo National Park committee. The opposition
joins with the government in extending sincere
condolences to his family.
Mr McNAMARA (Minister for Police and
Emergency Services) - I join with the Premier and
the Leader of the Opposition in supporting the
condolence motion for Ivan Swinburne. As
mentioned earlier, he served in the Legislative
Council for an extraordinary period from 1946 to
1976. He had a wide involvement in a range of
community activities before he entered the
Parliament. His family was well-known in
north-eastern Victoria. His grandfather, Michael
Swinburne, was one of the 22 original settlers who
bought land in the first land purchase back in 1860.
They established a property in the Hurdle Creek
area and his father went on to run the property. Ivan
attended the Hurdle Creek West State School, the
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Milawa State School, then Wangaratta High School
and finally Essendon High School, before coming
back to the area and settling on land at Buffalo River
South in Apri11930.
By 1940 he had been elected to the Bright Shire
Council and served on that council for seven years
until he was elected, the year before he retired from
the council, to the Legislative Council. During that
period one of the things that struck all of us about
Ivan Swinburne was the amount of time and
thoroughness that he put into studying any issue.
While most members would have a summary of a
piece of legislation, Ivan would spend time going
through the legislation clause by clause, paragraph
by paragraph, interpreting the meaning of particular
sentences and the way the words were drafted. He
was absolutely committed to ensuring that he
understood precisely the legislation going through
the Parliament.
Mr Swinburne kept his interest in what was
happening in the chamber. As a retired resident in
Myrtleford in my electorate, he was always aware of
what was being debated in the house as reported in
the Hansard record. He would often comment on
legislation that was before the chamber and at times
would embarrass a few of us by probably having a
better grasp of a bill than some of us in this chamber
would have. In fact, the day before he died he was
adVising a friend in Myrtleford that a particular
course a minister had taken in relation to a
particular piece of legislation was illegal on his
interpretation of the act, although I will not tell
honourable members which minister it was. He
maintained a thorough understanding of
parliamentary procedure and what was happening.

A further notable feature of the way the Parliament,
particularly the Legislative Council, operated during
that period was the strong personal relationship
between Sir Gilbert Chandler, Jack Galbally and
Ivan Swinburne. I will not say the three of them ran
the house like a club but there was certainly a great
deal of respect between the leaders of the three
parties in the way they managed the business of the
house. They also ensured that other important
affairs they had to attend to were managed in the
same way.
Many members, especially country members who
were in Melbourne when the house was sitting,
stayed at the Commercial Travellers Club in Flinders
Street That led to camaraderie among members
outside of the times the house sat and it sometimes
assisted procedures in the house.
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Ivan Swinburne had a real love for and
understanding of north-eastem Victoria. He was
also committed to a number of organisations, such
as the Victorian Bush Nursing Association. From
1948 to 1984 he was a member of the bush nursing
association council and he was strongly involved in
ambulance and hospital services throughout his
electorate, especially in the Myrtleford area. He was
also chairman of the committee of management of
the Mount Buffalo National Park from 1963 to 1984.
As the Premier said, Ivan Swinburne had a real
interest in conservation issues. He was committed to
employment in his area and was a great supporter of
the planting of pines in Victoria, particularly in the
north east. The first pines in that area were planted
in 1927, providing work for many local and city
people during the depression years of the late 1920s
and 1930s. Ivan saw the benefit of that employment
and encouraged industries to the area.
Ivan Swinbume was deeply involved with the
activities of the tobacco industry and had a good
understanding of the issues that faced it. He had an
avid interest in the procedures of Parliament and
great respect for and knowledge of the protocol of
the house and the standing orders. He was a good
negotiator and was prepared to debate a range of
issues. He was also the last surviving member of the
McDonald government.
I join with the Premier and the Leader of the
Opposition in extending condolences to his wife and
daughter, Jan, and commend the contribution that
Ivan Swinbume made to Parliament and to the
residents of north-eastem Victoria.
Or COGHIll (Werribee) - I wish to add my
brief comments in tribute to the late Ivan Swinburne.
I count myself lucky to have been one of the people
who knew him. I came to know him during my days
as a member of the Wodonga council, during which
time Ivan was a Legislative Council member
representing that area.
On many occasions I met him in association with
Keith Bradbury; the two of them worked very well
together as a team as members of the Legislative
Council. My observation and experience of Ivan
Swinbume is that he was a very active, capable local
member who was highly respected in the
community. He was able to relate to people
irrespective of their political affiliations and dealt
with issues on merit. He was able to deal with
people as he found them.

DEA TH OF HONOURABLE IV AN ARCHIE SWINBURNE, CMG

4

ASSEMBLY

As a councillor whose political orientation was well
known to all, I found that I could approach him and
discuss any issue. He has been a great member of
Parliament and the community. It is important that I
place on record my tribute to his service and my
condolences to his family.
Mr JASPER (Murray Valley) - I wish to join in
the condolence motion for Ivan Archie Swinburne,
CMG, moved by the Premier and supported by the
Leader of the Opposition, the Leader of the National
Party and the honourable member for Werribee.
Ivan Swinburne entered Parliament in 1946. In the
heady days of the 1940s and 1950s, governments
changed quickly, often with Country Party
involvement. Ivan was one of the old-style,
grass-roots, astute politicians. He was a straight
shooter and, as mentioned by the Premier, honest
and measured in everything he did.
The Premier has mentioned Ivan's involvement with
hOUSing. Ivan Swinburne was minister for housing
in 1951 and 1952, and was a proponent of the
Housing Commission. He worked hard to have
houses built in country Victoria.
He said to me, 'What comes first, the chicken or the
egg: do we wait until we require housing in the area,
get it there by way of waiting lists, or do we build
houses in country Victoria so people will go to those
areas, use the houses and attract industry?'
Ivan Swinburne represented country Victoria in the
Legislative Council and became Leader of the
Country Party in that place. He was a highly
respected and dedicated member of that chamber. It
did not matter what the issues were in north-eastern
Victoria, be it the government, the Country Party at
that time, or the opposition, he would take up issues
on behalf of anyone in his province who wanted
representa tion.
As the Leader of the National Party said, he had a
keen, investigative mind. When it came to
legislation, Ivan Swinburne was always able to well
interpret the legislation. Today we do not have
enough time to analyse legislation that is before the
Parliament, but he was able to give an interpretation
of legislation even after he left Parliament in 1976.
As has been indicated by the Leader of the National
Party, Ivan Swinburne was involved not only with
Parliament and representing the people in
north-eastern Victoria but also with many
organisations, including the Victorian Bush Nursing
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Association, ambulance services in the north east
and a number of hospitals in north-eastern Victoria.
He was a great representative of the tobacco
industry, which has come under enormous pressure
in recent years.
When Ivan Swinburne retired in 1976 Mr Evans took
his place in the Legislative Council. As has been
mentioned, Keith Bradbury, who was also a
long-serving member of the Legislative Council,
retired in 1978 and his seat was taken by the now
Minister for Roads and Ports. Those two members in
the other place and the National Party owe a great
deal of gratitude to those two fonner members.
Mr Bradbury was a great mentor to me, not only

when I entered Parliament in 1976 but also after he
retired in 1978. Ivan advised me on many occasions.
When I entered Parliament in 1976 I was advised to
become a member of the then Subordinate
Legislation Committee, now the Scrutiny of Acts
and Regulations Committee. I took up the challenge
and have been a member of that committee from
tha t period.
I believe the next most important part of Parliament
after the investigation of legislation is examining the
regulations that are made under acts of Parliament
that are debated and passed by both houses. Ivan
Swinburne advised me to be a member of that
committee. His advice was well taken.
Ivan Swinburne had a sense of humour in many
respects. Because of communications politics is
different today from what it was in his day. I recall
speaking to Ivan some years ago and he said to me,
'You know, Ken, you do too many press releases;
you are in the paper every week with the things you
are doing and what you are involved in'. I said,
'That is the way it needs to be done these days,
Ivan'. Ivan said to me, 'In 30 years in the Parliament
I never issued one news release; I relied on the work
I did in the North Eastern Province for the people I
represented and I did it to the best of my ability. I
then made sure that I represented those people in
Parliament itself'.
Ivan Swinburne was a great example to all of us, not
only members in the National Party but members on
both sides of the house: he was a great
representative for his area.
Of course, things have changed. I was pleased to
have known Ivan Swinbume over a long period
both as a member of Parliament and upon his
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retirement to Myrtleford. He was always willing to
provide advice and I was always willing to accept it.

further 20 years as assistant general secretary of the
Victorian Uberal Party from 1951 to 1971.

As the member for Murray Valley I offer my
condolences and those of the people of my electorate
to his wife and daughter. I know they appreciate the
great work he did for Victoria. His memory will live
long in north-eastem Victoria and, indeed,
throughout the state.

On behalf of the government I extend condolences to

The SPEAKER - Order! I join with the Premier
and the Leader of the OppOSition in paying tribute
to Ivan Archie Swinbume. Although I did not serve
with him in Parliament, I served with him on the
executive of the Victorian Bush Nursing ASsociation,
of which we were both made life members, although
some years apart. As a young man I was impressed
by Ivan Swinbume's knowledge of his electorate
and detailed understanding of country Victoria and
its hospital needs.

I join with the Premier and other honourable
members in extending my condolences and
sympathy to members of his family.

DEATH OF ALLEN ROBERT BATEMAN,
ESQUIRE
Mr KENNElT (Premier) - I move:
That this house expresses its sincere sorrow at the
death of Allen Robert Bateman, Esquire, and places on
record its acknowledgment of the valuable services
rendered by him to the Parliament and the people of
Victoria as member of the Legislative Assembly for the
electoral district of Essendon from 1947 to 1950.

Mr Bateman was born in Launceston, Tasmania, on
21 February 1904 and died on Friday, 12 August,
1994. He was a person of enterprising spirit. Having
moved to Coburg, he ran his own grocery business
for 52 years and also worked as a carpenter.
Mr Bateman served with the 58th and
59th battalions in the Australian military forces in
the second world war and was the liaison officer in
the Ministry of Munitions.

the family of Allen Bateman, including his son, John,
and daughter, Janice.
Mr BRUMBY (Leader of the Opposition) - I join
with the Premier in extending condolences to the
family of the late Allen Bateman. As the Premier
said, Mr Bateman was the member for the
Legislative Assembly seat of Essendon from 1947 to
1950. During that time he was a member of the
Standing Orders Committee and the Public Works
Committee.
Mr Bateman owned a grocery store for more than

50 years. He was a Coburg councillor for 13 years
and was mayor from 1946 to 1947. His community
service is worth highlighting. He was president of
the Combined Progress Association of Coburg. He
was a justice of the peace, secretary of the Pascoe
Vale Australian Natives Association and life
governor of the Royal Children's Hospital, the
Essendon and District Hospital and the Royal
Institute for the Blind, as it was then known.
The opposition joins with the Premier and the
government in extending condolences to the family
of Mr Bateman.
Mr McNAMARA (Minister for Police and
Emergency Services) - I jOin with the Premier and
the Leader of the Opposition in the condolence
motion for Allen Robert Bateman, who served in this
Parliament for one term from 1947 to 1950. As
mentioned previously, he ran his family grocery
business for more than 50 years. He saw service with
the Australian military forces and had an extended
period of involvement in local government, serving
as a councillor and mayor of the City of Coburg. He
also had a strong involvement with hospitals, being
a member of the board of the Royal Children's
Hospital.
On behalf of the National Party I extend condolences

to his son John and daughter Janice.
Mr Bateman had a long career in public life and

made a significant contribution to his local
community. He served as a Coburg councillor from
1939 to 1952 and was appointed mayor of that city
from 1946 to 1947. He was elected to the Legislative
Assembly in 1947. He served on the Standing Orders
Committee and the Public Works Committee. His
service to the parliamentary process continued for a

Mr DA VIS (Essendon) - I support the
condolence motion offered by this house to the
family of Allen Robert Bateman. He was obviously a
grand old gentleman, having lived to 90 years of
age. I note that he contested the Legislative
Assembly seat of Coburg in 1945 but was
unsuccessful. In 1947 he was successful in winning
the Legislative Assembly seat of Essendon for the
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Liberal Party. In 1950 he was defeated by George
Fewster, who held the seat for the Australian Labor
Party until 1955 when it was abolished. Following a
redistribution in 1958, Sir Kenneth Wheeler won the
seat of Essendon for the Liberal Party and held it
until his retirement in 1979. The Honourable Barry
Rowe represented Essendon from 1979 until 1992
when I was elected. Such is the swinging nature of
that seat.

Mr Walton is the first of those three gentlemen
whose contribution we are recognising today who
served in the Parliament during the time when some
of us were here. Mr Swinburne retired in 1976 and
Mr Bateman retired some time earlier in 1950, but
some of us on this side of the house - I am not sure
whether this applies to any members of the
opposition -were here when John Walton was a
member of this place.

I did not know Allen Bateman but my inquiries into

When he retired in 1982 Mr Walton was the longest
serving member of the Legislative Council, having
served as the opposition whip from 1970 to 1976 and
as deputy leader of the opposition from 1976 to 1979.

his life indicate that that was my loss. Mr Bateman

rose to the rank of captain in the Australian anny, in
which he served from 1940 to 1945 as a liaison
officer for the Ministry of Munitions. As other
speakers have said, he served as a Coburg city
councillor from 1939 to 1952 and was mayor from
1946 to 1947. He was also secretary of the Pascoe
Vale Australian Natives Association. Having known
the person who occupied this position in Essendon
for many years, I know what a magnificent job
members of the association have done over the
years. Mr Bateman was assistant general secretary of
the Victorian Liberal Party from 1951 to 1971, so he
contributed significantly to the party of which he
was a proud member.
The daughter of Sir Kenneth Wheeler,
Mrs Heather Martin, who worked as Mr Bateman's
electorate secretary for some years told me that he
was a mentor to Sir Kenneth Wheeler, just as Sir
Kenneth was a mentor to me.
It is a measure of the man that when his wife became
incapacitated following a stroke he cared for her
unselfishly for 27 years. I offer my condolences and
those of the electors of Essendon to his family. I do
not think we will see the likes of him again.
The SPEAKER - Order! I join with the Premier,
the Leader of the Opposition and the Deputy
Premier in extending my condolences to the family
of Allen Robert Bateman.

DEATH OF HONOURABLE JOHN
MALCOLM WALTON
Mr KENNETT (Premier) - I move:
That this house expresses its sincere sorrow at the
death of the Honourable John Malcolm Walton, and
places on record its acknowledgment of the valuable
services rendered by him to the Parliament and the
people of Victoria as member of the Legislative Council
for the electoral province of Melbourne North from
1958 to 1982.

John Walton was born in Prahran and served with
the AIF in the Second World War before returning to
work in his father's retail store and the furniture
trade generally.
As his father and grandfather were both great Labor
supporters it is not surprising that his public life
started soon afterwards as Trades Hall Council
delegate for the Shop Assistants Union and
President of the West Brunswick branch of the Labor
Party.
John Walton's public life illustrates the record of
public works that some members bring to enrich this
Parliament. Although he was not fortunate enough
to be awarded a ministerial office when Labor was
returned to government in 1982, he brought
Significant administrative experience to numerous
committees, community organisations and charities.
The most prominent of those was his chairmanship
of the Miss Australia quest and his support for the
Spastic Society of Victoria that organised it. He was
a tireless worker on behalf of those who are less
fortunate than many of us. He was chairman of the
Spastic Society's fundraising committee from 1976 to
1982, and in 1977 his services were recognised when
he was awarded the Queen's Jubilee Medal.
At 24 years of age he was the first Labor candidate to
win the north-east ward of the Brunswick
municipality which, given that it is a strong Labor
Party area, is a little hard to imagine now, and he
served on the Brunswick council for six years before
becoming its mayor. The fact that his organisers put
a photo of his father rather than one of John on the
how-to-:vote cards in no way stopped him from
being elected and established a milestone in that
area.
Mr Hamilton - Innovative!
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Mr KENNElT - Innovative? For some, Keith, it
would help if there were photographs of our sons on
the cards!

John also had subsequent tenns on the Coburg City
Council and was able to bring a total of 14 years
experience as a councillor to Parliament. His other
positions included: Chairman of the New
Melbourne Cemetery Trust; Secretary of the
Moreland-Brunswick Amateur Athletic Club;
commissioner of the Melbourne and Metropolitan
Board of Works; member of the Fawkner and
Newlands high and Pascoe Vale state school
councils; delegate to the Australian Constitutional
Conventions; and member of the Victoria Grants
Commission.
Despite being in opposition throughout his long
term he was an active contributing member to the
business of the Parliament, serving on the statute
law revision, subordinate legislation, road safety,
Royal Botanic Gardens, standing orders and library
committees. Regardless of their politics, he always
mixed freely with members of Parliament in both
houses. He was a decent individual, who had a
number of very close friends on both sides of the
house - Ivan Trayling and Derek Amos being two
who spring to mind. John Walton added a great deal
of commonsense to Parliament.
I was unaware that John had passed away until I
heard his name mentioned in the Governor's speech
this afternoon. On behalf of the government I extend
very sincere condolences to his family.
Mr BRUMBY (Leader of the Opposition) - I jOin
with the Premier in paying tribute to the late John
Walton and in extending condolences to his family.
As the Premier said, for 24 years, from 1958 to 1982,
John Walton was the member for Melbourne North
Province in the Legislative Council. In 1970 he
attained the position of Deputy Leader of the
Opposition and again from 1976 to 1979. From 1970
to 1976 he was Opposition Whip in the Legislative
Council and served on a number of parliamentary
committees. During his career he was opposition
spokesman on a whole range of vital portfolios,
including planning, water supply, forests, local
government, state development and decentralisation.
John Walton was a skilful debater in Parliament. He
had great respect for the parliamentary system and
earned great respect from his parliamentary
colleagues. When he retired in June 1982 he was the
longest serving member of the Legislative Council.
Although he spent nearly all of his parliamentary
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career in opposition, the election of the Cain
government in April 1982 allowed him to spend his
final days as a member of Parliament on the
government benches.
John was a member of the Labor Party for more than
40 years. He joined the West Brunswick branch of
the ALP in 1947 and for a period was a Trades Hall
Council delegate on behalf of the Shop Assistants
Union. He was a very loyal ALP member and was
active in local government politics.
The Premier noted that John had been a councillor
for the City of Brunswick from 1951 to 1957 and
mayor from 1955 to 1956. From 1959 to 1965 he was
also a Coburg city councillor. He was also secretary
of both the state and federal electorate assemblies.
In this motion it is important to highlight the

enormous support that John provided to charities in
Victoria. From the 1950s onwards he was on the
fundraising committee of the Spastic Society of
Victoria. He was an active charity worker for a range
of organisations, including the Red Cross, the
Institute for the Blind and the Civil Ambulance
Service. It is worthy of note, too, that in 1977 he was
awarded the Queen's Jubilee Medal for his charity
work. John Walton was a commissioner of the Board
of Works from 1953 to 1957.
The Premier mentioned the campaign when John
Walton ran for local government in 1951. It was
actually the Brunswick Sentinel that ran the
photograph of his father; as the Premier has noted,
John won the election anyway. He was the first
Labor Party candidate to ever win that ward.
It is interesting that in his last speech before retiring
from Parliament John Walton said that 'in politics,
you should move over and make way for younger
people'. That is exactly what John did in retiring
from Parliament. In the same speech he also
expressed great regret that governments did not
respond more directly to the will and aspirations of
the people.

After leaving Parliament John served on the Victoria
Grants Commission for a number of years and later
went to live in Narooma where he was of great
assistance to Jim Snow, the federal member,
particularly in reconstituting ALP branches in that
area. He had a lifelong association with the Labor
Party and was highly respected both inside and
outside Parliament.
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Although I did not hear John Walton speak in
Parliament, 1 remember John's frequent visits to
Bendigo, where 1 lived, in the late 1970s. He offered
enormous support to local Labor Party candidates
and had a passionate and genuine commitment to
decentralisation and regionalisation.
On behalf of the parliamentary Labor Party and the
Australian Labor Party I extend sincere condolences
to Mrs Royce Walton and the children, Doug and
Caroline.

Mr McNAMARA (Minister for Police and
Emergency Services) - 1 join with the Premier and
the Leader of the Opposition in the condolence
motion for John Malcolm Walton, who served as the
member for the Melbourne North Province from
1958 to 1982 and also served as Deputy Leader of the
Opposition in the Legislative Council in 1970 and
again from 1976 to 1979. He was Opposition Whip
from 1970 to 1976. He also served on a range of
committees during his long period in Parliament.
Jack Walton was educated in Brunswick and later at
Melbourne University High School. He served in the
Second World War with the Air Training Corps and
was promoted to the rank of flight sergeant. After
that he had a long period of involvement in local
government and, of course, a long period of service
in this Parliament.
He was involved in a number of charities,
particularly the Spastic Society of Victoria. He was
the chairman of its fundraising committee for a
number of years. I am told he was always a popular
member when he brought a number of quest
entrants into these premises to promote the charity.
He had life governorship of a number of hospital
boards, including five major public hospitals. He
was involved with the Red Cross, the Institute for
the Blind and the Civil Ambulance Service. He was
committed to those organisations in which he was so
directly involved.
Following his retirement from Parliament Jack was
appointed by the then Minister for Local
Government, the Honourable Frank Wilkes, as a
member of the Victoria Grants Commission. In that
role we often saw him in a social capacity visiting
this chamber, reporting to his then minister and
some of his other colleagues.
1 join the Premier and the Leader of the Opposition
in extending condolences to John Walton's family.
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Mr THOMSON (Pascoe Vale) - It is a reflection
of the passing of time in this Parliament that earlier
condolence motions have not involved people 1 have
known at all. However, 1 knew Jack Walton both
during and after his years as a parliamentarian. He
was a Brunswick councillor, Mayor of Brunswick, a
Coburg councillor and member for Melbourne
North in the Legislative Council. He lived in the
Coburg district for many years.
Condolence motions are of course about those who
are no longer living, but I should like to refer to an
interview that Murray Gavin, who is active in Labor
politics in my area and interested in the history of
the Australian Labor Party, conducted with
Jack Walton in 1992, and mention a few observations
he made about his career in politics that tell us not
only what sort of person Jack was but also a little
about the human condition, certainly in politics.
When asked how he became involved with the ALP,
Jack said, 'After 1 left the army a very good friend of
my father who was secretary of the West Brunswick
branch was playing cards with my father'. Jack was
only 18 at that time. The friend asked, 'How would
you like to jOin the Labor Party?'. Jack said he would
like to do that so he went along to the branch
meeting, which was attended by about seven or
eight people - the branch involved people such as
Jim Jewel and Maurice Blackbum. The interview
quotes Jack as saying, 'I sat in the branch meetings
for the best part of 12 months and thought, my God,
this is boring listening to all these fellows talking
about what had happened in 1892, until finally it
came around to the election of office bearers'. They
overlooked the twcryear rule and he was nominated
as vice,hairman, a position he accepted. From then
on he never looked back.
Jack was nominated for the local council at the age
of 24, a fact other honourable members have referred
to today, and at 28 he was elected mayor. Dinny
Lovegrove, who was a well-known Labor figure at
the time, said to him on one of his visits to the area,
'1 should like to see you in higher places'. Jack said,
'1 went home and thought about this higher places
business. 1 wondered what he meant. Finally it got
through my thick skull that he meant Parliament'.
When the opportunity arose he nominated for the
seat of Melbourne North.
During the interview when asked about the 'split',
which was a dominant feature of the lives of Labor
Party members and representatives throughout that
period, Jack said:
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It finished up that we had to move a resolution that we
supported the Hobart conference and the new federal
executive. The vote was unanimous, even though we
knew Gordon Peerer was the other way, he voted with
it, but then we never ever saw him again and
fortunately because Peter Randles wasn't there that
night we were able to hold the books ... and control
them.

Jack was very involved in the Brunswick council,
which had nine councillors. He is quoted in the
interview as saying:
We discovered one night that five of our group of nine
were meeting privately, prior to our council caucus
meetings ... They would make decisions and then they
would come to the caucus of nine and with their five
they would bind the other four and then the nine
would go into the council and bind the other three.

There was even a suggestion that three might have
been controlling the council of 12 because three of
the original five could have been meeting even
earlier. Perhaps the attendants in this place should
give us advice on when members show up here
because we might learn more about what goes on!
Jack went on to refer to a former mayor of
Brunswick who took every opportunity he could to
stand on the mayoral chair, hang up a map of
South-East Asia and lecture councillors on how the
communists were coming down through Laos and
those places.
When he became the member for Melbourne North,
Jack turned the focus of his activities on Coburg and
was elected to the local council. In the interview he
is quoted as saying:
The Coburg branch at that time was having its own
problems. There were fairly large meetings with a
tussle going on between Bill Brown and Cliff Jepson. I
think there was an election nearly every month for a
few months to decide who was going to be secretary.
So I sat on the sidelines without much recognition for
some time ... However, finally I started organising in a
similar way here in Coburg a method that I had seen
others do and I put it all together. Mostly it involved
addressing envelopes and writing personally to the
electors concerned. Every person in each ward received
a letter addressed personally to them. Ostensibly
signed with a block which made it appear that the
candidate had signed it personally. And I walked
around most of Coburg and counted up the houses in
each distribution area.
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Many people here would be familiar with that
activity!
During that period Jack Walton served on the
Coburg council and was involved in a great deal of
the work there. It is a reflection of his commitment
to the area that he was deeply involved in local
matters. He provided advice to me as a young
member of the Labor Party in the 1970s and he was a
loyal servant of the community and of the Labor
movement. He was a sincere, decent and
conscientious representative and he will be missed. 1
extend my condolences to Royce Walton and the
surviving members of his family.
Mr ELDER (Ripon) - I support the condolence
motion for John Walton, with whom 1 had
developed a friendship over the past 12 years. In
fact, in 1982 when 1 had a real estate agency in
Narooma, John and I did a property deal. He made
inquiries in the town about a real estate agent who
was honest and upstanding and the locals directed
him to me. He was relocating from Melbourne to
Narooma because he wanted to be close to his
mother, who was going into the Delmeney
NurSing Home. 1 showed him a large number of
properties and finally he decided on a block of land
at Delmeney. It was on a rise with a view of the
ocean, and he would have been only 1600 metres
from his mother. We stood on the block of land,
shook hands and did the deal.
1 went back to the agency to do the paperwork but
later that afternoon I had to run around town
looking for him. Finally I tracked him down at the
Delmeney Bowling Club and 1 said to him, 'I hate to
tell you this but I have sold you the wrong block of
land'. Unlike some of my friends opposite, I did not
kick the dead fish off it when I sold it to him!
We got in the car, went back to the block of land and
inspected the one next door. He was satisfied with it,
we shook hands again and did another deal and
eventually he and his wife relocated to Narooma,
settling on the beautiful piece of costal land that I
had sold to him at a very good price.
I would see John from time to time and he would
recount stories of his time in this place. I often ran
into him at about 7 o'clock in the morning when he
was walking his dog along the beach at Delmeney. I
caught up with him many times in the house
because he had a good friendship with
Tom Edmunds, who often visited him at that
beautiful block of land at Narooma. I would love to
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have been a fly on the wall when they were
recounting their times in this place.
The last time I saw Jack he said he thought he had
beaten his illness. He was on the Pritikin diet. I met
him on Bourke Street just as he came out of a coffee
establishment. He said he had lashed out on a cream
bun and broken the diet. He told me that although
he thought he had beaten his illness, just in case he
had not, as an insurance policy he was relocating his
wife to Tasmania to be close to their daughter.
John Walton struck me as being an honest and
sincere man who worked hard for the constituents of
Melbourne North. His time in this place spanned
24 years, and that is a testament to the work he did.
He was a tireless worker in the welfare area.
I am pleased to say I knew John Walton and I extend

my condolences to his family.
The SPEAKER -Order! I jOin with the Premier,
the Leader of the Opposition and the Deputy
Premier in offering condolences to the family of the
late Mr Walton. It is obvious from the anecdotes told
about him that he was a man of great compassion
who was very much to the fore when it came to
charitable causes. I knew him as a member of the
Grants Commission.
I join with other members of the house in offering

my condolences to his family.
Motions agreed to in silence, honourable members
showing unanimous agreement by standing in
their places.

ADJOURNMENT
Mr KENNE'IT (Premier) - I move:
lbat, as a further mark of respect to the memory of the
late Honourable Ivan Archie Swinburne, CMG, Allen
Robert Bateman, Esquire, and the Honourable John
Malcolm Walton, the house do now adjourn, until
8.00 p.m. this day.

Motion agreed to.
House adjourned 6.02 p.m.
The SPEAKER took the chair at 8.05 p.m.
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PHOTOGRAPHING OF PROCEEDINGS
The SPEAKER - Order! I advise honourable
members that I have given permission for still
photographs to be taken during question time. In
accordance with the usual practice of this house, no
additional lighting or flashlights will be used.

DEATH OF Mr JOHN NEWMAN
The SPEAKER - Order! Honourable members
will be aware of the tragic death of Mr John
Newman, the member for Cabramatta in the
Legislative Assembly of the Parliament of New
South Wales. On behalf of all members I propose
that this house expresses its sincere regret at both his
death and the circumstances of his death. On behalf
of the house I will extend our condolences to
Mr Newman's family, his fiancee and the Parliament
of New South Wales.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE
Tabcorp: chief executive
Mr BRUMBY (Leader of the Opposition) - I
refer the Treasurer to his approval of the $8 million
salary package for Mr Ross Wilson, who said after
his appointment as Tabcorp chief, 'I've backed a few
winners in my day'. Will the Treasurer confirm that
Mr Wilson's salary package was negotiated by
Mr Wilson's good friends Mr Michael Tilley and
Mr Peter Scanlon and presented to the Treasurer as a
fait accompli?
Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer) - If Mr Wilson
said he had backed a few winners in his time, the
supporters of the Leader of the Opposition cannot
claim the same thing!
The arrangements with Mr Wilson were negotiated
on behalf of Tabcorp, which was to be privatised.
They were negotiated in good faith. The government
accepted that Mr Wilson was not at any stage a
government employee and he was not intended to
be a government employee at any time. In fact, he
was not a government employee at any time.
The government was advised that the company
regarded this as an appropriate remuneration
package for a position of this kind and for an
executive of Mr Wilson's standing. It accepted that
the company had to take responsibility for the
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arrangement it made with its intended chief
executive.
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also be quite sincere that with everything we do in
this state, we do so in order that our children, in
particular, can find employment.

Economic statistics
Mr RYAN (Gippsland South) - Will the Premier
inform the house whether recently released.
economic statistics indicate any turnaround in
Victoria's economic performance?
Mr KENNElT (Premier) - Since the last time the
house sat the economic progress in Victoria has
accelerated to the extent that between January and
July an extra 66 000 jobs have been created. As the
house will be aware, in the past I have refused to
accept that a genuine trend has been locked into
place until we have recorded employment growth
six months in a row.
Except for January, there has been sustained job
growth each month in 1994. For those who argue
that this has been just a national trend, I point out
that the majority of new jobs that have been created
in Australia have actually opened up in Victoria.
Mr Sandon - You can't talk about education like
that!
Mr KENNElT - We can talk about education
like that! I can understand how terribly depressed
you must be sitting on that side of the house having
seen your government - -

Since the beginning of this year this state has been
prOViding more children with more permanent and
meaningful jobs than any other state in Australia.
When you consider that Victoria accounts for
approximately 25 per cent of the population and,
through those 66 000 new jobs, that represents
approximately 36.9 per cent of the employment
growth, then, again, Victoria is outstripping any
other state.
Mr Thomson interjected.
Mr KENNETf - The honourable member for
Pascoe Vale is so full of confidence about his own
side of politics that he is getting out! You are giving
it away!
The SPEAKER -Order! It is obvious that
question time cannot proceed with the barrage of
interjections coming from both sides of the house. I
ask the house to come to order. The Premier should
conclude his answer.
Mr KENNETf - One can only assume that
when you finally go, your poor leader - what is left
of him by then - will have to exclude your name
from those leaving the state, because - Mr Seitz interjected.

Mr Sandon interjected.
Mr KENNETf - I beg your pardon. Come again!
The SPEAKER -Order! I caution the
honourable member for Carrum.
Mr KENNElT - It not only mislead the
financiers of this country but also put at risk the
education of our children. Because the interjection
came from the other side I can only say that one of
the great moments in education not only in this state
or in this country but also in many places
throughout the world occurred the other day when
Victorian state schools were first to share in a
satellite connection. That is in place in every school.

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr KENNElT - Not only does it build on what
already existed in those schools, it also gives
teachers, students and those who serve on councils
the opportunity to be in contact with each other. It is
a world first. It happened in this state because of the
creativity of this minister and his government. Let us

Mr Seitz interjected.
Mr KENNETf - Say that again! I tell you what,
George, by the time you are finished here you will
have seen more leaders come and go than any other
member, and you still don't know their names!
We in Victoria, not only the government but also the
community, with the exception of the opposition,
welcome this growth in employment opportunities
that are being filled by young men and women. We
welcome the opportunity for more mature
unemployed to find jobs. It is still not good enough.
We are continuing to lower the unemployment rates
and increase the number of people who are
employed. We will not stop until we are sure that
the opportunities we have delivered through our
policies actually provide sustained employment for
those who seek it.
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Tabcorp: chief executive
Mr BRUMBY (Leader of the Opposition) - I
refer the Treasurer - Mr Rowe interjected.
The SPEAKER - Order! I caution the
honourable member for Cranbourne. If he interjects
again I will take action against him.
Mr BRUMBY - I refer the Treasurer to the
dramatic losses and write-offs totalling more than
$70 million that have been incurred by Southcorp
Holdings as a result of investments in the United
States water heater company, Mor-F1o, that were
initiated by Mr Ross Wilson when he was chief
executive of Southcorp Holdings, and I ask: in the
light of these enonnous losses of more than $70
million how does the Treasurer justify his approval
of an $8 million obscene salary package for
Mr Wilson as head of Tabcorp?
Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer) - Mr Wilson is
employed by a private sector company. He has
never been a government employee. That company
engaged him because he is one of Australia's leading
business people.

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr STOCKDALE - I suspect that whatever
Tabcorp is paying Mr Wilson it is getting better
value for its money than the taxpayers are getting
for this Leader of the Opposition. If he donated his
services for free, Southcorp and Tabcorp would be
better off with Mr Wilson than having him on their
payrolls!
Nothing could demonstrate more comprehensively
the irrelevance of the Victorian Labor Party than the
fact that the second question of this session of
Parliament concerns losses and write-offs by a
private sector company which has never had any
connection whatever with the Parliament of Victoria.
This is a South Australian company - -

Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER - Order! As I said previously, it
is impossible for question time to proceed with this
barrage of interjections. I ask the house to come to
order. The Treasurer should conclude his answer.
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put their editions to bed. But these questions really
beg a belief. Here we have a question about a South
Australian private company that has nothing
whatever to do with the people of Victoria or the
Parliament of Victoria. Yet the Leader of the
Opposition is so out of touch with reality that he
thinks this is somehow damaging to the Victorian
government. It would be irrelevant in the South
Australian Parliament. Here it just describes the fact
that the Leader of the Opposition and the Labor
Party are utterly irrelevant to the bright future that
faces Victoria under the reforms this government is
bringing about.

Drought
Mr A. F. PLOWMAN (Benambra) - Will the
Minister for Agriculture infonn the house of the
government's proposed response to potential threats
to the state's agricultural sector by the drought?
MrW. D. McGRATH (Minister for
Agriculture) - I think it is fair to say that the
rainfalls of between 5 and 15 millilitres that fell
across Victoria at the weekend have alleviated the
seasonal conditions and prevented their worsening
during the next two to five weeks. We must bear in
mind that we have just come out of the driest winter
since 1982 when a national drought was experienced
by Australia. Yesterday afternoon the Premier saw
fit to convene a meeting of the relevant ministers. It
included the Minister for Conservation and
Environment, the Minister for Natural Resources,
the Minister for Regional Development, in another
place, and me as Minister for Agriculture. It also
included various agencies - people from the
Department of Agriculture, the Department of
Conservation and Natural Resources and the areas
of water resources and rural finance - all of whom
looked closely at what will be needed if the seasonal
conditions deteriorate.
It was decided at that meeting that my department
would carefully monitor the situation on a week by
week basis and continue to infonn the Premier and
other cabinet ministers about the potential for the
season across Victoria, bearing in mind the
experience of drought for three years in Queensland
and a couple of years in northern New South Wales.
We therefore need to be on the front foot in the case
of worsening seasonal conditions. What we have put
inplace--

Mr Baker interjected.
Mr STOCKDALE - I know it is a slow night; the
television news is already over and the media have
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Mr W. D. McGRATH - And thanks very much
to the ex-minister for agriculture who did absolutely
nothing in his time as minister and who has now
been put to the back bench and is still doing nothing!
Mr Baker - You declared a drought when it was
raining!
Mr W. D. McGRATH - He really is
experiencing a drought on the back bench! The
government has put in place immediate initiatives
because there were reports last week of stock in
saleyards having no value, attracting no bid, and
therefore having to be destroyed at a cost to
councils. The decision was made that in the event of
sheep having to be shot and disposed of in a pit we
would compensate the individual municipalities
that were expected to carry out that work. In the
light of worsening seasonal conditions continuing,
other initiatives will be worked through with the
various departments, but I hope that after the rain
that triggered off a small revival at the weekend we
will see continued falls over the next couple of
months. If we are able to experience reasonable falls,
we will finish with a reasonable season, which will
be a positive thing for the farming community and
rural Victoria.
In conclusion, we are monitoring the situation and
keeping it under close surveillance. We will ensure
appropriate measures are put in place. Honourable
members should bear in mind that there will be no
need to declare a drought until at least well into late
October or early November, but mOnitoring will
continue over the next few weeks.

Tabcorp: chief executive
Mr BRUMBY (Leader of the Opposition) - I
again refer the Treasurer to his approval of Mr Ross
Wilson's $8 million salary package described by the
NRMA, one of Australia's largest institutional
investors, as 'obscene', and I ask: what independent
advice and analysis did the Treasurer receive on the
salary and perks package for Mr Wilson before he
approved it?
Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer) - As I have
already indicated, the government was given advice
that the Tabcorp company regarded the
remuneration package as appropriate. In view of the
fact that Mr Wilson was never intended to be and in
fact never has been an employee of the Victorian
government, we accepted that advice and provided
the formal approval for the remuneration package.
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Honourable members interjecting.
Mr STOCK DALE - Well, big deal! I approved it
and that has been reported in the newspapers. The
Leader of the Opposition has been dredging the
newspapers for four months now to come up with
all this drivel! One has to ask why the Leader of the
OppOSition is mounting this attack on a Victorian
company? Yesterday we had Southcorp Holdings, a
South Australian company, holding its annual
general meeting in Melbourne so that the Leader of
the Opposition would be able to score some political
points. The opposition can attack Mc Wilson all it
likes, but the people of Victoria know that it cost
them up to $135 million because the Leader of the
OppOSition and Mc Theophanous in another place
chose to sabotage the float.
The people of Victoria are entitled to wonder about
this Leader of the Opposition who, when he was in
Canberra, was associated with the Prime Minister,
who has endorsed and supported the Victorian
government's privatisation program. Indeed, he has
a privatisation program of his own going strong,
which has now been undermined by the actions of
the Victorian Labor Leader of the Opposition. No
doubt Mr Keating is very unhappy about the risk to
Australia's international standing that the
irresponsible actions of the Leader of the Opposition
raised, but it is clear why this action is being taken
and why the Leader of the OppOSition is toeing the
left line. We have two symbols of his toeing the left
line. Sitting at the back of the house are the
honourable members for SWlShine and Niddrie.
Why are they sitting there together at the back? The
Leader of the Opposition cannot even get his seating
plan enforced by members of his own party, and
that is a symbol of the decline of the right in the
Victorian ALP, a decline of Labor unity. The
triumph of the left!
Mr Sercombe - Childish!
The SPEAKER - Order! I ask the Treasurer to
come back to the question; he is debating the
question.
Mr STOCKDALE - I am on the question
because this Leader of the OppOSition is not a
natural opponent of privatisation. He did not come
out of the factions of the Labor Party that are
ideolOgically obsessed against privatisation. What
happened was that he was duped! The left set him
up with the honourable member for Sunshine. It set
him up and sent him a signal about the fact that he
had to toe the line if he wanted its support. The
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honourable member for Richmond sits on the front
bench as a reminder of the fact that the left made
him toe the left's line and so he is out there
campaigning against privatisation, not because it
does not fit with his own values, not because it does
not fit with his own political alignment, but it is
because his own skin depends on placating the left!
Mr SEITZ (Keilor) -On a point of order,
Mr Speaker, the Treasurer is not answering the
question but rather debating the issue.
The SPEAKER - Order! I uphold the point of
order and ask the Treasurer to conclude his answer.
Mr STOCKDAlE (Treasurer) - We have now
had three questions designed to continue the policy
of the leader of the Opposition in besmirching the
TAB and Tabcorp, to undermine the privatisation
policy of this government. It is worth remarking on
the fact that he is not a natural opponent of
privatisation. The leader of the Opposition opposes
privatisation because the left made it dear to him
that he would hold the position as leader of the
Victorian Labor Party only as long as he toed its line.
He has the honourable member for Richmond sitting
beside him to keep him to the left's line and the
Labor unity faction skulking up the back of the
house as a reminder of the fact that he holds his
position only because he toes the left's line -and
that is what this is all about!
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48 per cent of the total gold medals won by
Australian athletes were won by Victorians. That is a
tremendous perfonnance by this small state that
provided 81 of the 250 athletes who went to the
games -a third of the athletes, and Victoria is about
a quarter of the population of Australia!
The successful Victorian Institute of Sport has a
good record. Athletes from the institute won 25
gold, 13 silver and 10 bronze medals, although I
admit that three of those gold medals were won by a
Nauruan weightlifter, Marcus Stephen, who has
been training at the Victorian Institute of Sport for
eight years.
The institute has done a great job, and the efforts of
Dr Frank Pike, chief executive officer of the institute,
and all of the team over the past four or five years
have been rewarded. Victoria would have come
thirteenth of all the nations at the Barcelona Olympic
Games. We must be doing something right in
Victoria with sport, whether it be the Moneghetti
report recommendations that the Minister for
Education is introducing throughout our schools,
the Victorian Institute of Sport or the successful
Victalent scheme that assists country athletes in their
efforts to gain training, competition and coaching.
One of the athletes, Geoffrey Grenfell, received a
Victalent award this year and won a gold medal in
Victoria, Canada, in the men's full bore rifle pairs
competition. That was a great perfonnance.

Commonwealth Games
Mr ROWE (Cranboume) - I ask the Minister for
Sport, Recreation and Racing to infonn the house of
Victoria's contribution to the success of Australia's
Commonweal th Games team?
Mr REYNOlDS (Minister for Sport, Recreation
and Racing) - Victorians have witnessed, through
great television viewing, a lO-day sporting festival
in Canada that we are all proud of. I am sure the
Canadian people and visitors at the games would
have been heartily sick of hearing the Australian
national anthem, because it was played on 87
separate occasions. We may not be sick of it, but I
am sure the Canadians and visitors at the games
were a little bored with it. The point I want to get
across is Victoria's contribution to the tally of
medals that Australia is credited with. As a nation
we won 87 gold, 52 silver and 43 bronze medals, a
total of 182 medals, and Victorian athletes -and we
claim Nicole Stevenson, who now lives in New
South Wales, as a Victorian - won 42 gold, 18 silver
and 11 bronze medals, a total of 71 medals - that is,

The $100 000 that this government gave to the
Commonwealth Games Fund was well spent and
Victorians can be justly and rightfully proud of the
achievements in Victoria, Canada, as can all
Australians.

Crown Casino: rent
Mr BRUMBY (leader of the Opposition) - I
refer the Premier to the decision of Crown Casino to
withhold all rent payments for its temporary casino
at the World Trade Centre because, according to
Mr Uoyd Williams, 'Crown casino pays taxes to the
government and is therefore not required to pay
rent'.
Will the Premier confirm that it is government
policy that Victorian businesses that pay taxes do
not have to pay rent for the use of
government-owned buildings?
Mr KENNETI (Premier) - I thank the
honourable member for his scintillating question,
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which in no way refers to any constructive policy
issue that the Labor Party may be pursuing. Bearing
in mind the research that has gone into this question,
he read the Sunday Age. If one reads the Sunday Age
what is the first thing one has to assume? It's wrong!
Again the article by, I think, Mark Forbes, was
absolutely wrong and therefore your question shows
just how shallow you are in any research that you or
your advisers or your party do.
The truth of the matter is that ever since Crown
Casino took over the facility that is now the
temporary casino, it has paid its rent every month
for the area of land it entered into an agreement for
in the first place. All rent has been paid. What is
outstanding that is in dispute are the areas - Mr Brumby interjected.
Mr KENNETI - One can understand the Leader
of the Opposition now trying to laugh himself out of
this fundamental embarrassment on day one - no
policy issues; his research document is the Sunday
Age! At least one has to hand it to the Sunday Age, it
is always wrong, so the Leader of the Opposition
should have learnt by now not to rely on that.
The part that is in dispute is where, as I understand
it, Crown Casino has gone into areas slightly above

and beyond the footprint of the original area it had
entered into a contract to lease back from the Port of
Melbourne Authority. The Port of Melbourne
AuthOrity and Crown Casino are having discussions
about the worth of that extended area and whether
and what rent will be paid.
The article in the Sunday Age was wrong.
Regrettably, you were wrong again! We are not
going to press the issue tonight because all of our
research says that we want to keep you exactly
where you are! While everyone else here in Victoria
was working so hard over the break all you could do
was go skiing, downhill as I understand it, with half
of your shadow cabinet. The tragedy of it is that you
would have received more publicity if you had
become lost. You really would have because you
went there and you got done! You're not taken
seriously. Why are you not taken seriously? Because
the depth of your ability to understand what is
happening in this state is zilch.
If you are going to rely on newspapers to do your
research, then you deserve the sort of credibility
ratings that you are getting at the moment. I can
only hope that maybe if a second question comes
from you tonight it will be based on fact and
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represent something that is a contribution to the
debate rather than simply the erroneous sort of
factors that you bring up on a regular basis.

HospitaI-in-the-home program
Mr PHILLIPS (Eltham) - Will the Minister for
Health advise the house of the benefits to Victorians
of the government's innovative hospital-in-the-home
program?
MI5 TEHAN (Minister for Health) - I thank the
honourable member for his question and interest in
this innovative new program. It was a policy
decision when we came into government to establish
a hospital-in-the-home program in Victoria. The
program is based on work carried out in Montreal,
Canada where it was found that patients who could
be treated in their homes had an improved medical
outcome. A series of pilot studies has now been set
up throughout 36 hospitals in Victoria, including 17
in rural Victoria, where patients can be treated
under the auspices of the hospital as part of the
responsibility of the hospital.
I shall give two short examples. The first is of a VCE
student who had an infection around the heart that
normally requires intravenous antibiotics given
twice daily, morning and night, and four to six
weeks hospitalisation. 1brough the assistance of one
of our major hospitals, the young VCE student was
able to be treated at home, have his injections
morning and night, and go to school to do his VCE.
He, his family, the doctors treating him and the
doctors responsible for this innovative program saw
nothing but benefits from it.
As I have said, we have extended the program to a
number of hospitals. Recently while in Canada I
visited the Notre Dame Hospital in Montreal where
the program was piloted. They told me that after six
years remarkable results were achieved from
treating people in their own homes. The program is
particularly applicable to older people who feel
more secure and who are more likely to respond to
treatment in their own homes.
The program is probably the largest pilot program
in Australia. The government has allocated
$8 million to it, and I have no doubt that, after
monitoring, it will be accepted as a way of treating
patients and enabling them to achieve a better
recovery rate while staying in their own homes and
in most instances continuing their normal lifestyles.
It is a major step forward for Victorian hospitals and
for Australia.
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Tabcorp: share float
Mr BRUMBY (Leader of the Opposition) - I
refer the Treasurer to his bungling of the Tabcorp
float, which prompted a leading Melbourne
stockbroker to publicly describe you as "useless as a
Treasurer". There it is, in the Age! What advice did
the Treasurer receive about the likely impact on the
Tabcorp float of the opening of Crown Casino?
Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer) - The question
from the Leader of the Opposition shows that he is
not the slow learner he is described as! It took only
one question to the Premier for him to establish that
it was not a good idea to direct questions to him!

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr STOCKDALE - The Leader of the
OppOSition is obviously not up to the contest with
the Premier.
The SPEAKER - Order!
Mr Micallef - Don't kick me while I'm down!
The SPEAKER - Order! I do not know about
kicking you while you are down, but the honourable
member for Springvale should know by now that
when the Speaker is on his feet he should remain
silent. If the honourable member continues to defy
the chair I will take action. The Treasurer, in silence.
Mr STOCKDALE - The Leader of the
Opposition is obviously not up to the match with the
Premier, and I am happy to deal with his slow
non-spinners.
The privatisation of the Totalizator Agency Board
(TAB) served a number of purposes. That business
had enormous potential to be a vibrant, growing,
business of national let alone international
significance, which had been robbed of that
potential through the restrictions that necessarily
arose from government ownership. One need only
look at recent history to see that in government
ownership the TAB was not an effective competitor
in an industry that was becoming intensely
competitive and which was dominated, other than
by the TAB, by private sector competitors.
The privatisation gained two benefits. On the one
hand the taxpayers were removed from the risk
associated with owning one player in an
increasingly competitive industry, burdened as it
was with government ownership. Here was a
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business that had suffered severe losses through its
inability to attract and retain the best staff capable of
competing in a competitive world. Here was a
business which did not have access to the capital
needed to upgrade its investment in the context of a
competitive set of gambling industries. Here was a
business which could not employ the personnel
practices its competitors were employing and which
did not have access to the expertise and contractors
its competitors had. In one stroke taxpayers were
freed from those risks which were aggravated by the
fact that it was a government business with the
inevitable limitations of commercial operations
which flow from government ownership. Taxpayers
benefit from privatisation not just by removing
$650 million of debt but also by aVOiding the risks of
being involved in a government business unable to
compete with the private sector.
On the other hand, Victorians now have a privately
owned business with a strong commercial board
able to engage experienced and proficient staff. It
has access to capital, it starts with a very secure
balance sheet and it has enormous potential. It is
disappointing that the opposition continues to try to
undermine a company which has a head start on
most of its potential competitors on the national
scale. This business employs thousands of Victorians
both directly and indirectly.
This is a business in which the Victorian racing
industry has a very strong investment. Here is a
business the success of which is vital to preserve the
standing of Victoria's racing industry not only as the
leading industry in Australia but also as one of the
world's leading racing industries. The attraction of
the spring racing carnival is equal to anything in the
world for racing people. It draws people to the
Melbourne Cup, which is a valuable tourist asset to
the people of Victoria. Here is a business which can
add value in a privatised context to the potential the
TAB had to improve the performance of our racing
industry.
We do not hear the racing industry making the sorts
of criticisms the Leader of the OppOSition has made.
Indeed, the industry'S representatives are appalled
that the opposition has set out to undermine the
TAB and the float. The opposition's actions have
cost the taxpayers of Victoria up to $135 million more than the initial losses of the Victorian
Economic Development Corporation in one stroke!
The Leader of the Opposition has written that away
with his irresponsible action, and the people of
Victoria will not forget that. This is a strong,
dynamic business with tremendous economic
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benefit to the people of Victoria. It will grow; it will
lead not just the racing industry but also the
wagering and gaming industries.
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are not required to be filed until nine months. Some
76 per cent of trials now commence within
12 months of the charges being laid when the time
limit is 18 months.

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr STOCKDALE - Listen to them; they have no
interest in the answer to their question. These are the
people who in government brought this state to the
verge of ruin and who in opposition have added
deliberate sabotage to their incompetence. The
people of Victoria will remember that at many
elections to come.

Criminal trials
Mr THOMPSON (Sandringham) - Will the
Attorney-General inform the house of the improved
management of criminal trials in Victoria?
Mrs WADE (Attorney-General) - As honourable
members will appreciate, it is most important that
our courts hear cases not just fairly but
expeditiously. TItis is particularly important for
criminal trials. As members will no doubt know,
time limits are set for serious criminal trials. Those
time limits were set in 1984 and have not been
changed since. They provide for presentments for
indictable offences to be filed within 9 months of the
charges being laid and for the presentment of those
trials within 18 months of the charges being laid. At
the time those time limits were set it was said that
the prosecution would have difficulty meeting them
and there was a lot of agitation about whether the
prosecution could comply with the time limits of
9 months and 18 months.
There were some scandals during the period of the
previous government when the time limits were not
met. You may recall, Mr Speaker, that we had to
pass retrospective legislation so that the people
accused of very serious crimes should go to trial.
Over the past two years great efforts have been
made to ensure that criminal trials take place
without delay. This follows recommendations made
in the Pegasus report in 1992. Over the past two
years there has been enormous cooperation between
our courts, the Office of the Director of Public
Prosecutions and the Legal Aid Commission to
bring criminal trials on as soon as possible.
I am pleased to report to Parliament that cases are
now being dealt with in much shorter time frames
than was previously the case. Almost 80 per cent of
presentments are filed within six months when they

The government wants to ensure that the interests of
everyone involved in criminal trials are protected
and that these improved time limits continue to be
met. We are talking about the accused, the victims
and the people giving evidence in those cases.
Following consultation with everyone involved we
will bring in regulations that will provide new time
limits, which will be six months from the time
presentments are filed and 12 months for the
commencement of the trial. I am advised that those
responsible for dealing with criminal trials believe
they can meet these new and challenging time limits.
Since late 1992 the appointment of a committals
coordinator at the Melbourne Magistrates Court has
ensured that cases in that jurisdiction are being
actively managed. A status hearing now takes place
shortly after committal to ensure that each case is
assessed by the court, by the prosecution and by the
defence. Conferences are also taking place to
identify early guilty pleas.
Recent press reports indicate that I have been asked
to consider a plea quota system that is being trialled
in New South Wales at, I think, Parramatta.
Although I am prepared to look at any new ideas for
the courts, I believe sometimes we do not present
ourselves as well as we should. We do not boast as
much as some other people do. It is important that
we do not undervalue the excellent work that is
being done in our court system by the Office of the
Director of Public Prosecutions and the Legal Aid
Commission.
I am sure all honourable members would jOin with
me in congratulating these people on the excellent
work they have been doing which will enable us to
set these new times for presentments and for the
commencement of trials in the interests of all
Victorians who become involved in the criminal
justice system.

BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE

Notices of motion
The SPEAKER - Order! Before calling for
notices of motion, I wish to advise the house that it
will be the Chair's intention to recognise, firstly,
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ministers, whose notices will appear the following
day under government business.
In respect of general business notices, on those
occasions where members from both sides of the
house seek the call, the Chair will call a member of
the opposition and then rotate the call between
government and opposition members. The member
will then have the opportunity of giving a notice. It
is not proposed to allow members to immediately
give successive notices unless the Chair is satisfied
that no other member is seeking the call.
This practice will bring the call in line with question
time, grievance debates and the adjournment debate
at the end of each day. I believe this will provide a
more balanced use of general business deba ting time
on Wednesday mornings.
Mr BRUMBY (Leader of the Opposition) - I
desire to give notice that on the next day of Sitting I
will move:

to the house as a result of a series of questions asked
during question time and the very clear responses
that were given by the Treasurer.
I suggest, therefore, that it would be most useful if
you were to sight the notice of motion so that you
can make a ruling on it. At this stage it appears to
me that the Leader of the OppOSition has addressed
himself more to the question of private enterprise
than government business.
The SPEAKER -Order! It has long been the
practice that members have a wide-ranging field
when they are giving notice of a motion. In many
cases it is only by substantive motion that a member
may proceed to criticise another member or a
government department. Therefore, I do not uphold
the point of order.

Mr BRUMBY (Leader of the Opposition) - The
notice of motion continues:
the TAB float after taking only three days to advertise
the contract, interview candidates and select
Centaurus Corporate Finance; and

That this house:
(a) notes the disastrous losses incurred by Southcorp
Holdings as a result of invesbnents in the US water
heater business Mor-FIo that were initiated by
Mr Ross Wilson when he was chief executive of
Southcorp Holdings;
(b) notes that as a result of Mr Wilson's initiative

Southcorp was forced to write off $68.7 million of
its US invesbnent;
(c)

notes that despite the grandiose forecasts by
Mr Wilson that Mor-FIo would break even in
1993-94 its operating loss actually blew out from
$16.4 million in 1992-93 to $26 million in 1993-94;

(d) notes that the appoinbnent of Ross Wilson as chief
executive of Tabcorp was recommended to the
Treasurer by Mr Michael Tilley of Centaurus
Corporate Finance, the government financial
advisers on the TAB float, and Mr Peter Scanlon,
the former Elders !XL executive and TAB
chairman, both good friends of Mr Wilson;
(e) condemns the Treasurer for his irresponsible
approval of the obscene $8 million salary package
for Mr Wilson and his hasty appoinbnent of
Centaurus Corporate Finance to oversee - -

Mr GUDE (Minister for Industry and
Employment) - On a point of order, Mr Speaker, I
seek some clarification. It would seem that most, if
not all, of the matters the honourable member has
read out do not relate to government business in any
way, shape or form. That has been made very clear
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(f)

calls on the government to withhold payment of fees
to Centaurus Corporate Finance because of its
gross failure to properly oversee the TAB float and
to act in the best interests of Victorian taxpayers.

Mr PANDAZOPOULOS (Dandenong) - I give
notice that on the next day of sitting I will move:
That this house condemns the Kennett government for
its double standards and hypocrisy in wasting millions
of dollars of taxpayers' money as evidenced by:
(a) the creation of extra paid parliamentary positions
including parliamentary secretaries, extra
committee chairpersons, and additional ministers
and silver service in the dining room at a cost of
$2.5 million;
(b) the $28.5 million the government is spending to

relocate the offices of the planning, major projects,
housing, Workcover and local government
deparbnents to Treasury reserve;
(c) the $9.2 million the government is spending to
renovate the Premier's and Treasurer's offices, and
tens of thousands of dollars it is spending for the
Premier and Treasurer to lease levels 14 and 15 of
the ANZ tower while their offices are upgraded;
(d) the $8 million the government has spent on
Workcover advertisements, $900 000 political
advertising by the Deparbnent of Education and
the $400 000 it has spent on advertisements
opposing new federal industrial relations laws;
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(e) up to $1 billion in VDP and superannuation payouts
to public sector workers who have moved to
Queensland and New South Wales;
(f)

the $1 million the government has spent on
renovations to the offices of the ministers for
health, police and emergency services and energy
and minerals;

(g) the $3 million spent on a 16-page colour brochure on
the Audit Commission Report in 1993 and
$4 million allocated for a 3O-page colour brochure
to be sent to all households in October 1994;
(h) the $800 000 media advertisements and brochures
supporting the State Employee Relations Act.
(i)

the $170 000 the government spent on renovations to
the London residence of Victoria's Agent-General;

(j)

the $150 000 on media advertising and pamphlets
promoting the 1993 April economic statement;

(k) the $4 million wasted on legal action to stop the flow
on of Victorian workers to federal awards; and
(1)

the $500 000 spent on Education News, a newspaper to
promote the Minister for Education.

And further, that this house notes that this extravagant
and wasteful use of taxpayers' money has occurred at
the same time as the government has refused to
provide additional funds for hospitals, ambulance
services and child abuse programs, thereby placing the
lives of hundreds of Victorians at risk.
Mr ELDER (Ripon) - On a point of order,
Mr Speaker, it has been a longstanding practice in
this house - -

An Honourable Member - How would you
know? You haven't been here long enough.

Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER - Order! I warn the honourable
member for Carrum. I have warned him a couple of
times tOnight. It is very difficult for the Chair to
settle points of order and try to focus his mind when
there is a barrage of interjections. I ask him to
remain silent.
Mr ELDER - It has been a longstanding practice
in this house that when giving notice of motions
members do not raise matters that they would
nonnally raise in debate.

Honourable members interjecting.
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Mr ELDER - The honourable member for
Dandenong and other members of the opposition
who have given notice of motions have taken us
around the world in about 3 minutes and are raising
in those motions substantive matters that would
normally be raised in debate. I call on you,
Mr Speaker, to make a ruling on that.
The SPEAKER - Order! There is no point of
order.

AUSTRALIAN AND NEW ZEALAND
FISHERIES AND AQUACULTURE
COUNCIL
Mr GUDE (Minister for Industry and
Employment) presented resolutions of 23rd
meeting of Australian and New Zealand Fisheries
and AquacuIture Council.
Laid on table.

PUBLIC ACCOUNTS AND ESTIMATES
COMMITIEE
Budget and financial management
framework
Mr WEIDEMAN (Frankston) presented interim
report of Public Accounts and Estimates
Committee on the state's budget and financial
management framework, together with an appendix
and minutes of evidence.
laid on table.
Ordered that report and appendix be printed.

PUBLIC ACCOUNTS AND ESTIMATES
COMMITIEE
Housing Guarantee Fund Limited
Mr WEIDEMAN (Franks ton) presented report of
Public Accounts and Estimates Committee on
Housing Guarantee Fund Limited, together with
appendices, bibliography, list of witnesses, list of
organisations providing submissions and minutes
of evidence.
laid on table.
Ordered that report, appendices, bibliography, list
of witnesses and list of organisations providing
submissions be printed.

LA W REFORM COMMITTEE
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LAW REFORM COMMfITEE

Curbing the Phoenix Company
Mr COLE (Melbourne) presented first report of
Law Reform Committee on inquiry into law
relating to directors and managers of insolvent
corporations entitled, Curbing the Phoenix
Company, together with appendices, submissions
and minutes of evidence.
Laid on table.
Ordered that report and appendices be printed.
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access to it only now. It is a matter of concern to me
that apparently although ministers are required to
table annual reports and reports of this nature, there
appears to be no recourse available to the Parliament
in the event that they fail to table such reports. I ask
you, Mr Speaker, to take this matter into
consideration to ensure that the rights of
parliamentarians are not infringed by reports being
freely available to the public before they are tabled
in this house.
The SPEAKER - Order! I recall that the
honourable member wrote to me on this subject. I
shall examine the correspondence again and report
to the house tomorrow.

LAW REFORM COMMITTEE
Laid on table by Clerk:

Restitution for victims of crime
Mr COLE (Melbourne) presented final report of
Law Reform Committee on inquiry into restitution
for victims of crime, together with appendices and
submissions.
Laid on table.

Agricultural Industry Development Act 1990 - The
Murray Valley (Victoria) Wine Grape Industry
Development Order
Capital Works Authority - Report for the year 1993-94
Central Gippsland College of TAFE - Report for the
year 1993

Ordered that report and appendices be printed.
Constitution Act Amendment Act 1958-

BLF CUSTODIAN
The SPEAKER presented 27th and 28th reports
given to him pursuant to section 7A of BLF
(De-recognition) Act 1985 by the Custodian
appointed under section 7(1) of that act
Laid on table.
Ordered to be printed.

Report on the Broadmeadows District and Doutta
Galla Province By-Elections, 18 September 1993
Statement of a function conferred on the Electoral
Commissioner, 7 June 1994
Crimes Act 1958 - Authorities pursuant to section 464Z
(two papers)
Drugs, Poisons and Controlled Substances Act 1981Poisons Code prepared by the Minister for Health

PAPERS
MrTHOMSON (pascoe Vale) -On a point of
order, Mr Speaker, the papers to be tabled include
reference to a report of the Employee Relations
Commission for the period 1 March 1992 to
31 October 1993. As you will be aware, Mr Speaker,
because I have written to you on this matter, the
minister received the report on 21 April and was
required under section 114 of the Employee
Relations Act to table the report within seven sitting
days of receiving it.
It is clear that he failed to do so, and it may be a
gross discourtesy to the Parliament that this report
was freely available at the Employee Relations
Commission, and we as parliamentarians have

Notice of the Poisons Code published in the
Government Gazette
Standard for the Uniform Scheduling of Drugs and
Poisons No. 8 (effective date 24 December 1993)
together with Amendment No. 1 (effective date 4 March 1994)
Amendment No. 2 (effective date 1 July 1994)
Amendment No. 3 (effective date 1 July 1994)
Employee Relations Commission - Report for the
period 1 March 1993 to 31 October 1993
Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act 1988 - Order in Council
listing items in Schedule 3 - List of potentially
threatening processes

PAPERS
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Interpretation of Legislation Act 1984, section 32(4){b) Gas and Fuel Corporation (Gas Installation)
Regulations 1992 (Statutory Rule No. 119/1992)Copies of the following documents replacing
documents which accompanied the Statutory Rule
tabled on 11 August 1992:
AS 1210 - 1989 - SAA Unfired Pressure Vessels
Code (amended by AS 1210/ Amendment
3/1993-12-13)
AS 1530.1-1984 - Methods for fire tests on
building materials, components and structures
Part 1: Combustibility test for materials (replaced
by AS 1530.1 - 1994)
AS 1796 - 1993 - Certification of welders and
welding supervisors (amended. by AS
1796/Amendment 1/1994-02-14)
AS 2129 -1982 - Flanges for pipes, valves and
fittings (replaced by AS 2129 - 1994)
AS 2207 -1980 - Non-destructive testingUltrasonic testing of fusion welded joints in carbon
and low alloy steel (replaced by AS 2207 -1994)
AS 2700 - 1985 - Colour standards for general
purposes (amended by AS 2700/ Amendment
1/1994-03-14)

Statement of Persons Temporarily Employed
during the year 1993-94 in theDepartment of the Legislative Council
Department of the Legislative Assembly
Department of the Parliament Library
Department of the House Committee
Department of the Reporting Staff of the
Victorian Parliamentary Debates
Patriotic Funds Council- Report for the year 1993
Planning and Environment Act 1987 - Notices of
approval of amendments to the following Planning
Schemes:
Alexandra Planning Scheme - Nos. L30, l32

All Planning Schemes - No. 531
All Planning Schemes in the Metropolitan Region
(Regional Section) - No. R120
Altona Planning Scheme - No. RL 156
Avoca Planning Scheme - No. L14
Bacchus Marsh Planning Scheme - Nos. L33 Part 2,
l37

AS 3688 - 1990 - Water supply - Copper and
copper alloy body compression and capillary
fittings and threaded end connectors (replaced by
AS 3688 -1994)

Baimsdale (Shire) Planning Scheme - Nos. l37, Ul

ASTM A 53 - 90b - Standard specification for pipe,
steel, blade and hot-dipped, zinc coated, welded
and seamless (replaced by ASTM A 53 - 93a)

Bannodcburn Planning Scheme - Nos. L14, LIS, Rll

ASTM A 105 - 92 - Standard specification for
forgings, carbon steel, for piping components
(replaced by ASTM A 105/ A 105M - 93b)

AG 501 -1992 - Code for indusbial and
commercial gas fired appliances (replaced by AG
501-1994)
John Batman College of T AFE - Report for the year 1993
Parliamentary Officers Act 1975 Statement of Appointments and Alteration of
Classification during the year 1993-94 in the-

Ballaarat (City) Planning Scheme - Nos. ill, L44
Ballan Planning Scheme - No. L12 Part 3

Barrabool Planning Scheme - Nos. LI2, R17, R21,
R24, RLI - SC, RLIO, RL22

Bass Planning Scheme - Nos. L30, l32 Part 1
Beechworth Planning Scheme - No. U4

Benalla City Planning Scheme - No. L23 Part 1
Bendigo Planning Scheme - Amalgamation
Amendment, Nos. U1, L44
Berwide Planning Scheme - Nos. 1.61 Part 1, 1.63,
1.69

Box Hill Planning Scheme - No. LIS
Bright Planning Scheme - No. L38

Department of the Legislative Council

Broadford Planning Scheme - No. Ll2 Part lA

Department of the Legislative Assembly

Broadmeadows Planning Scheme - Nos. L56, LS8

Department of the Parliament Library

Brunswide Planning Scheme - No. LlO

Department of the House Committee

Bulla Planning Scheme - Nos. L70, L85, L90, L99,
Lloo, LlDl

Department of the Reporting Staff of the
Victorian Parliamentary Debates

Camberwell Planning Scheme - No. RL 156
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Caulfield Planning Scheme - Nos. LlS, 1.31

Kilmore Planning Scheme - No. L71

Castlemaine Planning Scheme - Nos. 1.8, L9, Lll

Knox Planning Scheme - Nos. L63, L65, L74

Charlton Planning Scheme - No. 1.3

Kyabram Planning Scheme - No. Ll3

Chelsea Planning Scheme - No. LlO

Lillydale Planning Scheme - Nos. L71, Ll36, Ll07,
LI09,LI22,LI30,LI35,LI36,LI38,LI39

Cobram Planning Scheme - No. LlS
Coburg Planning Scheme - No. 1.38
Collingwood Planning Scheme - Nos. Ll8 Part 1,
L19,U4,U7,L29
Cranbourne Planning Scheme - Nos. L49 Part 1,
L91,Ll02

Lowan Planning Scheme - No. LlS
Maldon Planning Scheme - No. L7
Malvern Planning Scheme - Nos. L22, U8
Maryborough Planning Scheme - No. Ul

Croydon Planning Scheme - No. RL 156

Melbourne Planning Scheme - Nos. Ll07 Part 2,
LI47,LI52,LI54,L157,LIS9,L170

Dandenong Planning Scheme - Nos. 1..31, 132

Melton Planning Scheme - Nos. 1..37, U2, L46

Deakin Planning Scheme - Nos. L23, U7, L29

Metropolitan Region Planning Scheme - No. R121

Diamond Valley Planning Scheme - Nos.l..54, L55

Mildura (City) Planning Scheme - Nos. L43, L46

Doncaster and Templestowe Planning Scheme No. L58 Part 3, L68, L69

Mirboo Planning Scheme - No. Ll2

Echuca Planning Scheme - Nos. Ul, U7, U8
Eltham Planning Scheme - Nos. 1..36 Part 2, L41,
L43,L44
Essendon Planning Scheme - Nos. L47, L48
Flinders Planning Scheme - No. L125
Footscray Planning Scheme - No. 1.37

'Moorabbin Planning Scheme - Nos. 1.37, L40, L42,
L47
Mornington Planning Scheme - Nos. L49, L50
Morwell Planning Scheme - No. L4S
Myrtleford Planning Scheme - Nos. U9, L30
Nathalia Shire Planning Scheme - No. L5
Northcote Planning Scheme - Nos. L29, 1..30, 1.31

Geelong Regional Planning Scheme - Nos. RLl49,
RLl-SC

Numurkah Planning Scheme - No. L4

Greater Bendigo Planning Scheme - No. LlO

Nunawading Planning Scheme - Nos. L42, L60,
L67, L74, L76

Greater Geelong Planning Scheme - Nos. Ll2, L52,
L76, R41, R51, R60, R61 Part 1, R67, R68, R77, R79,
R81, RSS, RU2, RL78, RL89, RLl- SC

Oaldeigh Planning Scheme - Nos. 1..30 Part 2, 1..32,
1.33, L36

Grenville Planning Scheme - No. Lll Part 1
(previously LU Part 2 Item 1)
Hampden Planning Scheme - No. L9
Hastings Planning Scheme - Nos. L71, L98
Hawthorn Planning Scheme - No. U6
Healesville Planning Scheme - Nos. U2, L44, L47
Heidelberg Planning Scheme - No. L65
Heywood Planning Scheme - No. LU
Horsham Planning Scheme - No. L49
Huntly Planning Scheme - No. 1..30
Karkarooc Planning Scheme - No. U
Keilor Planning Scheme - Nos. L58, L65, L70, L72,
L74,L77,L78,RLI56

Otway Planning Scheme - No. U4
Oxley Planning Scheme - Nos. 1.8, LlO
Phi1lip Island Planning Scheme - Nos. L44, L4S,
L52 Part A
Port Fairy Planning Scheme - Nos. 1.8 Part 2, LU
Portland City Planning Scheme - No. 1.35
Port Melbourne Planning Scheme - Nos. LU, Ll8
Port of Melbourne Planning Scheme - No. L12
Prahran Planning Scheme - Nos. U4, U6, 1.33,

L38,L41,L45,L49,L53
Preston Planning Scheme - Nos. L4S, L49, L52
Queenscliffe Planning Scheme - Nos. Ll2, R8, RU
Richmond Planning Scheme - Nos. US, U9, L30
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1.34

Waverley Planning Scheme - Nos. 1.27, U4, US,
U7

Ripon Planning Scheme - No. Ll2

Werribee Planning Scheme - Nos. L65, L72

Rochester Planning Scheme - No. 1.6

Whittlesea Planning Scheme - No. L88

Rodney Planning Scheme - Nos. LSS, 1.67

Williamstown Planning Scheme - Nos. LlS, L28,

Ringwood Planning Scheme - Nos. L23, 1.24, 131,

Romsey Planning Scheme - No. L3S
Sale Planning Scheme - Nos. 1.23, L2S
Seymour Planning Scheme - Nos. L31, L32
Shepparton City Planning Scheme - Nos. L39, US
Shepparton Shire Planning Scheme - Nos. 1.57, 1.61,
L66, L68

Sherbrooke Planning Scheme - Nos. 1.61, L78, L79
South Gippsland Planning Scheme - No. L29
South Melbourne Planning Scheme - Nos. 1.69,
L82, L84, L88
Springvale Planning Scheme - Nos. L37, L65, L69,
RLl56
Stawe11 (City) Planning Scheme - Nos. L2S Part 1
and Part 2
Stawe11 (Shire) Planning Scheme - No. Ll7
Strathfieldsaye Planning Scheme - Nos. L2A Part
1B, LlS Part 1, Ll7
SWlShine Planning Scheme - Nos. L59, L70, RLl56
Surf Coast Planning Scheme - Nos. 1.2 - se, Ll2,
1.26, R21, RLl - se, RlA2
Swan Hill City Planning Scheme - Nos. LlO, LlS
Swan Hill Shire Planning Scheme - Nos. LlO, Ll2,
Ll3
Tambo Planning Scheme - Nos. 1.60 Part 1, 1.61
Traralgon (City) Planning Scheme - No. L50
Traralgon (Shire) Planning Scheme - No. U7
Tullaroop Planning Scheme - No. L7
Tungamah Planning Scheme - No. L3
Violet Town Planning Scheme - No. 1.5
Wangaratta City Planning Scheme - No. 1.20
Wangaratta Shire Planning Scheme - No. LlS
Waranga Planning Scheme - No. LU
Warragul Planning Scheme - No. L28
Warmambool City Planning Scheme - Nos. L46,
1.57

L29

Wimmera Planning Scheme - No. LlS
Winchelsea Planning Scheme - No. 1.2 - se
Wodonga Planning Scheme - Nos. 1.57, 1.66
Wonthaggi Planning Scheme - Nos. Ll8, Ll9 Part
1,1.21
Yarrawonga Planning Scheme - Nos. Ll8, 1.23
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act 1986 - Code of
Practice for the Public Display and Exhibition of
Animals
Queen Victoria Medical Centre (Guarantees) Act 1982Notice pursuant to section 6
Richmond College of TAFE - Report for the year 1993
Statutory Rules under the following Acts:
Administration and Probate Act 1958 - S.R. No. 97
Alpine Resorts Act 1983 - S.R. No. 109
Annual Reporting Act 1983 - S.R. No. 71, together
with a copy of the following document as required
by Section 32 of the Interpretation of Legislation
Act 1984 to accompany the Statutory Rule:

AustraliJm Accounting Standard:
AAS 4 - Depreciation of Non-Current Assets
Architects Act 1991- S.R. No. 100
Bees Act 1971 - S.R. No. 78

Building Act 1993 - S.R No. 81, together with a
copy of the following document as required by
Section 32 of the Interpretation of Legislation Act
1984 to accompany the Statutory Rule:

Australian Standards:
AS 1613 -1974 - Colours for marking stress
graded timber
AS 1720.1 - 1988 - SAA Timber Structures
Code - Part 1: Design methods (as amended)
AS 1748 - 1978 - Mechanically stress-graded
timber and Rules for mechanical stress
grading of timber
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AS 1926.1-1993 - Swimming Pool SafetyPart 1: Fencing for Swimming Pools
AS 2082 -1979 - Visually stress-graded
hardwood for structural purposes
AS 2601 - 1991 - The demolition of structures
AS 2858 - 1986 - Timber - Softwood - Visually
stress-gradedforstructuralpu~

Victorian Code for Residential Development Subdivision and Single Dwellings, April 1992
Victorian Code for Residential Development Multi Dwellings, November 1993
Building Code of Australia 1990 (as amended)
Business Franchise (Tobacco) Act 1974 - S.R. No.

104
Co-operative Housing Societies Act 1958 - S.R. No.
76

Tuesday. 6 September 1994
National Occupational Health and Safety
Certification Standard for Users and
Operators of Industrial Equipment
National Guidelines for Occupational Health
and Safety Competency Standards for the
Operation of Loadshifting Equipment and
other types of Specified Equipment
Australian Miniature Boiler Safety
Committee - Parts 1 and 2
AS 2593 -1990 - Boilers - Unattended and
limited attendance (as amended)
Parole Orders (Transfer) Act 1983 - S.R. No. 89
Pay-roll Tax Act 1971 - S.R. No. 82
Prisoners (Interstate Transfer) Act 1983 - S.R. No. 88
Racing Act 1958 - S.R. Nos. 72, 73, 74,121
Road Safety Act 1986 - S.R. Nos. 110, 126, 127

County Court Act 1958 - S.R. No. 75

Royal Botanic Gardens Act 1991 - S.R. No. 113

Court Security Act 1980 - S.R. No. 112

Stamps Act 1958 - S.R. No. 124

Financial Institutions Duty Act 1982 - S.R. Nos. 99,
128

State Electricity Commission Act 1958 - S.R. No. 102

Financial Management Act 1994 - S.R. Nos. 67, 68,
69
Firearms Act 1958 - S.R. No. 120
Fisheries Act 1968 - S.R. No. 115
Food Act 1984 - S.R. No. 103
Gaming and Betting Act 1994 - S.R. Nos. 122, 123
Land Act 1958 - S.R. No. 101
Legal Profession Practice Act 1958 - S.R. No. 98
Magistrates Court Act 1989 - S.R. No. 125
Marine Act 1988 - S.R. No. 111
Meat Industry Act 1993 - S.R. No. 84
Medical Practice Act 1994- S.R. No. 116
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of Works Act
1958 - S.R. Nos. 85, 86, 87

State Superannuation Act 1988 - S.R. No. 107
Stock Diseases Act 1968 - S.R. No. 79
Supreme Court Act 1986 - S.R. No. 97
Teaching Service Act 1981 - S.R. No. 114
Tertiary Education Act 1993 - S.R. No. 96
Transfer of Land Act 1958 - S.R. No. 65
Transport Accident Act 1986 - S.R. No. 83
Transport Act 1983 - S.R. Nos. 90, 91, 92,
S.R. No. 93, together with copies of the
following documents as required by Section
32 of the Interpretation of Legislation Act 1984
to accompany the Statutory Rule:

Australil1n Design Rules:
15/02 - Demisting of Windscreen
18/02 - Instrumentation

Mineral Resources Development Act 1990 - S.R.
No. 105

42/02 - General safety requirements (as
amended)

Nurses Act 1993 - S.R. Nos. 117, 118, 119

58/00 - Requirements for Omnibuses
designed for Hire and Reward

Occupational Health and Safety Act 1985 - S.R. No.
108, together with copies of the following
documents as required by Section 32 of the
Interpretation of Legislation Act 1984 to
accompany the Statutory Rule:

S.R. No. 94, together with copies of the
following documents as required by Section
32 of the Interpretation of Legislation Act 1984
to accompany the Statutory Rule:
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Australian Design Rules:
18/02 -Instrumentation
42/02 - General safety requirements (as
amended)
44/02 - Specific purpose vehicle requirements
(as amended)
Valuation of Land Act 1960 - S.R. Nos. 76, 106
Water Act 1989 - S.R. No. 70, together with copies
of the following documents as required by Section
32 of the Interpretation of Legislation Act 1984 to
accompany the Statutory Rule:

Australian Standards:
AS 3500 - National Plumbing and Drainage
CodePart 0 - 1990 - Glossary of terms
Part 1-1992 - Water supply
Part 2 - 1990 - Sanitary plumbing and
sanitary drainage
Part 4 - 1990 - Hot water supply systems
AS 1056 - Storage water heaters-

Part 2 - Wind loads (as amended)
AS 1172 -1993 - Water closets of 6/3 L
capacity Part 1- Pans
Part 2 - Cisterns
AS 1210 -1989 - SAA Unfired Pressure Vessels
Code (as amended)
AS 1218 - 1990 - Flushing cisterns
AS 1229 - 1991 - Laundry troughs
AS 1252 - 1983 - High-strength steel bolts with
associated nuts and washers for structural
engineering
AS 1260 -1984 - Unplasticized PVC (UPVC)
pIpes and fittings for sewerage applications Part 1 - Pipes; Part 2 - Moulded Fittings; Part
3 - Fabricated Fittings; Part 4 - Rubber Ring
Joints (as amended)
AS 1275 -1985 - Metric screw threads for
fasteners (as amended)
AS 1302 - 1991 - Steel reinforcing bars for
concrete (as amended)

Part 1 -1991- General requirements (as
amended)

AS 1304 -1991- Welded wire reinforcing
fabric for concrete

Part 2 - 1985 - Specific requirements for
water heaters with single shells

AS 1319 - 1983 - Safety signs for the
occupational environment (as amended)

Part 3 - 1991 - Specific requirements for
water heaters with composite shells

AS 1321.10 - 1980 - Part 10 - Methods for the
sampling and testing of adhesives Determination of non-volatile matter (solids
content) of adhesives

Part 4 -1990 - Calculations of energy
consumption
AS 1074 -1989 - Steel tubes and tubulars for
ordinary service
AS 1111 - 1980 - ISO metric hexagon
commercial bolts and screws
AS 1112 -1980 - ISO metric hexagon nuts,
including thin nuts, slotted nuts and castle
nuts
AS 1159 -1988 - Polyethylene pipes for
pressure applications
AS 1167 - Welding and brazing - Filler metals
Part 1 - 1993 - Filler metal for brazing and
braze welding
Part 2 - 1986 - Filler metal for welding
AS 1170 - 1989 - SAA Loading Code Part 1 - Dead and live loads and load
combinations (as amended)

AS 1345 - 1982 - Identification of the contents
of piping, conduits and ducts (as amended)
AS 1357 - 1992 - Water supply - Valves for use
with unvented water heaters Part 1 - Protection valves
Part 2 - Control valves
AS 1361 - 1973 - Automatic electric heat
exchange water heaters (metric units) (as
amended)
AS 1371 -1973 - Toilet seats of moulded
plastics (metric units)
AS 1379 - 1991 - The specification and
manufacture of concrete
AS 1397 - 1993 - Steel sheet and strip Hot-dipped zinc-coated or
aluminium/zinc-coated
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AS 1415 -1984 - Unplasticized PVC (UPVC)
pipes and fittings for soil, waste and vent
(SWV) applications - Part 1 - Pipes; Part 2 Moulded Fittings; Part 3 - Fabricated Fittings;
Part 4 - Rubber Ring Expansion Joints (as
amended)
AS 1428 - Design for access and mobilityPart 1 - 1993 - General requirements for
access - Buildings (as amended)
Part 2 - 1992 - Enhanced and additional
requirements - Buildings and facilities
Part 3 -1992 - Requirements for children
and adolescents with physical disabilities
Part 4 - 1992 - Tactile ground surface
indicators for the orientation of people
with vision impairment
AS 1432 -1990 - Copper tubes for plumbing,
gasfitting and drainage applications
AS 1446 -1981- Carbon steels and
carbon-manganese steels - Hot-rolled slab,
plate and strip based on chemical composition
AS 1449 - 1980 - Wrought alloy steels Stainless and heat-resisting steel plate, sheet
and strip
AS 1460 -1989 - Fittings for use with
polyethylene pipes Part 1 - Mechanical jointing fittings
Part 2 - Electrofusion fittings
AS 1477 - Unplasticized PVC (UPVC) pipes
and fittings for pressure applications Part 1 - 1988 - Pipes (as amended)
Part 2 - 1990 - Moulded fittings
Part 4 - 1988 - Post-formed bends
Part 6 - 1989 - Rubber ring joints

Tuesday, 6 September 1994
AS 1628 -1977 - Copper alloy gate valves and
non-return valves for use in water supply and
hot water services (as amended)
AS 1631-1974 - Cast iron non-pressure pipes
and pipe fittings (metric units)
AS 1646 - 1992 - Elastomeric seals for
waterworks purposes (as amended)
AS 1650 - 1989 - Hot-dipped galvanized
coatings on ferrous articles
AS 1657 -1992 - Fixed platforms, walkways,
stairways and ladders - Design, construction
and installation
AS 1684 -1992 - National Timber Framing
Code (as amended)
AS 1690 - 1975 - SAA Domestic oil-rued
appliances safe design code (metric units)
AS 1691 -1985 - Domestic Oil-fired
Appliances -Installation (as amended)
AS 1718 "-1992 - Water supply - Copper alloy
screw-down pattern taps - Specified by
dimensions
AS 1722.1 - 1975 - Pipe threads of Whitworth
form - Part 1 - Sealing pipe threads (metric
units)
AS 1724 -1975 - Cast Grey iron pressure pipes
and fittings with bolted gland joints (metric
units)
AS 1724.2 -1983 - Grey iron pressure pipes
and fittings with bolted gland joints Part 2 Soft metric series for maintenance purposes
AS 1726 -1993 - Geotechnical site
investigations
AS 1730 -1989 - Washbasins
AS 1734 -1986 - Aluminium and aluminium
alloys - Flat sheet, coiled sheet and plate

AS 1478 - 1992 - Chemical admixtures for
concrete

AS 1741 - 1991 - Vitrified clay pipes and
fittings with flexible joints - Sewer quality

AS 1546 - 1990 - Small septic tanks

AS 1756 - 1989 - Household sinks

AS 1566 - 1985 - Copper and copper alloys Rolled flat products

AS 1769 -1975 - Welded stainless steel tubes
for plumbing applications (metric units)

AS 1589 - 1987 - Copper and copper alloy
waste fittings

AS 1804 -1976 - Soft lead sheet and strip

AS 1604 - 1980 - Preservative treatment for
sawn timber, veneer and plywood.

AS 1830 - 1986 -Iron castings - Grey cast iron
AS 1834 - Material for soldering Part 1 - 1991 - Solder alloys
Part 2 -1986 - Flux-cored solders
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AS 1910 -1976 - Copper alloy float control
valves for use in water supply and hot water
services
AS 1976 - 1992 - Vitreous china used in
sanitary appliances
AS 2023 - 1989 - Baths for ablutionary
purposes (as amended)
AS 2032 - 1977 - Code of practice for
installation of UPVC pipe systems (as
amended)
AS 2033 - 1980 - Installation of polyethylene
pipe systems
AS 2118 -1982 - SAA Code for Automatic Fire
Sprinkler Systems (as amended)
AS 2123 -1978 - Slow delivery type automatic
electric storage water heaters for dairies
AS 2129 -1982 - Flanges for pipes, valves and
fittings (as amended)
AS 2280 - 1991 - Ductile iron pressure pipes
and fittings
AS 2345 - 1992 - Dezincification resistance of
copper alloys
AS 2396 - 1980 - Performance of household
food waste disposal units
AS 2419 -1991 - Fire hydrant installationsPart 1 - System design, installation and
commissioning
Part 2 - Fire hydrant valves
AS 2441 - 1988 - Installation of fire hose reels
AS 2492 - 1981- Crosslinked polyethylene
(XLPE) pipe for hot and cold water
applications (as amended)
AS 2537 - 1982 - Mechanical jointing fittings
for use with crosslinked polyethylene (XLPE)
pipes for hot and cold water applications
AS 2544 -1982 - Grey iron pressure pipes and
fittings
AS 2566 -1982 - Plastics pipelaying design
AS 2634 - 1983 - Chemical plant equipment
made from glass-fibre reinforced plastics
(GRP) based on thermosetting resins
AS 2638 - 1991 - Sluice valves for waterworks
purposes (as amended)
AS 2642 - Polybutylene pipe systems -
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Part 1-1989 - Polybutylene (PB) pipe
extrusion compounds
Part 2 -1989 - Polybutylene (PB) pipe for
hot and cold water applications

Part 3 -1983 - Mechanical jointing fittings
for use with polybutylene (PB) pipes for
hot and cold water applications
AS 2712 -1993 - Solar water heaters - Design
and construction.
AS 2758.1 -1985 - Aggregates and rock for
engineering purposes - Part 1 - Concrete
aggregates
AS 2813 -1985 - Solar water heaters - Method
of test for thermal performance - Simulator
method
AS 2837 - 1986 - Wrought alloy steelsStainless steel bars and semi-finished products
AS 2845 - Water supply - Mechanical backflow
prevention devices Part 1 -1991 - Materials, design and
performance requirements
Part 3 - 1993 - Field testing and
maintenance
AS 2878 -1986 - Timber - Classification into
strength groups
AS 2887 -1993 - Plastic waste fittings
AS 2888.1 -1993 - Methods of testing plastics
waste fittings - Method 1 - Method of
determining the suitability of connection
threads of BSP form
AS 2888.6 - 1986 - Method 6 - Method for load
testing of plastics waste outlets.
AS 2941 -1987 - Fixed fire protection
installation - Pumpset systems (as amended)
AS 2950 -1988 - Propylene copolymer
pressure pipe
AS 2977 - Unplasticized PVC (UPVC) pipes
for pressure applications - Compatible with
cast iron pipe outside diameters Part 1 - 1988 - Pipes
Part 2 - 1988 - Post-formed bends
Part 3 -1989 - Rubber ring joints
AS 2984 -1987 - Solar water heaters - Method
of test for thermal performance - Outdoor test
method
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AS 3142 -1986 - Approval and test
specification - Electric water heaters (as
amended)
AS 3498 (lnt) -1993 - Authorization
requirements for plumbing products - Water
hea ters (all types)
AS 3499 - 1992 - Authorization requirements
for plumbing products - Flexible tubes
AS 3517 - 1987 - Capillary fittings of copper
and copper alloy for non-pressure sanitary
plumbing applications
AS 3518 -1988 - Acrylonitrile butadiene
styrene (ABS) pipes and fittings for pressure
applications Part 1 - Pipes
Part 2 - Solvent cement fittings
AS 3558.5 - 1989 - Methods of testing plastics
and composite materials sanitary plumbing
fixtures - Method 5 - Determination of
degradation by ultraviolet light
AS 3565 - 1988 - Meters for cold potable water
AS 3571 - 1989 - Glass filament reinforced
thermosetting plastics (GRP) pipes - Polyester
based - Water supply, sewerage and drainage
applications
AS 3578 -1993 - Cast iron non-return valves
for general purposes
AS 3579 -1993 - Cast iron wedge gate valves
for general purposes
AS 3588 - 1989 - Shower bases and shower
modules
AS 3600 -1988 - Concrete structures (as
amended)
AS 3666 - 1989 - Air-handling and water
systems of buildings - Microbial control
AS 3672 - 1989 - Wrought steel threaded pipe
fittings
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AS 3735 -1991 - Concrete structures for
retaining liquids
AS 3795 - 1990 - Copper alloy tubes for
plumbing and drainage applications
AS 3855 (lnt) - 1992 - Suitability of plumbing
products for contact with potable water
AS 3861 -1991- Spa baths
AS 3879 (lnt) - 1991 - Solvent cements and
priming fluids for use with unplasticized PVC
(UPVC) pipes and fittings
AS 3952 - 1991 - Water supply - DN 80 spring
hydrant valve for general purposes (as
amended)
AS 3972 -1991- Portland and blended cements
AS 3982 -1991 - Urinals (as amended)
AS 4020 (lnt) - 1992 - Products for use in
contact with water intended for human
consumption with regard to their effect on the
quality of water (as amended)
AS 4023 -1992 - Non-vitreous china used in
sanitary appliances

AS 4032 - 1992 - Thermostatic mixing valves Materials, design and performance
requirements (as amended)
AS 4087 - 1993 - Metallic flanges for
waterworks purposes (as amended)
AS CA56 - 1968 - Code of recommended
practice for the construction of vitrified clay
pipelines (up to and including 12 inch
diameter with flexible or rigid joint systems)
SAA MP52 - 1993 - Manual of authorization
procedures for plumbing and drainage
products

British Standards:
BS 1564 -1975 - Specification for pressed steel
sectional rectangular tanks (as amended)

AS 3673 - 1989 - Malleable cast iron threaded
pipe fittings

BS 2598 -1980 - Glass plant, pipeline and
fittings - Part 4 - Specification for glass plant
components

AS 3688 - 1990 - Water supply - Copper and
copper alloy compression and capillary
fittings and threaded end connectors

BS 4994 - 1987 - Specification for design and
construction of vessels and tanks in reinforced
plastics

AS 3707 -1989 - Method for testing pressure

BS 5412 and BS 5413 -1976 - Specification for
the performance of draw-off taps with metal
bodies for water services and specification for
the performance of draw-off taps with plastic
bodies for water services -

cycling resistance of pipes and fittings (as

amended)
AS 3718 - 1992 - Water supply - Metal-bodied
taps - Specified by performance
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Part 4 - Mechanical and end urance
characteristics (as amended)
Part 5 - Physio-chemical characteristics:
materials, coatings (as amended)
BS 5422 - 1990 - Method for specifying thermal
insulating materials on pipes, ductwork and
equipment (in the temperature range -4d'c
to +7000q
The Australian Gas Association AG 102 -1989 - Approval requirements for
gas water heaters
American National Standards Institute and
the American Water Works AssociationANSI/ AWWA - C651- 92 - Standard for
disinfecting water mains

GOVERNOR'S SPEECH
Address-in-reply
The SPEAKER -Order! I have to report that this
day I attended His Excellency the Governor in the
Legislative Council Chamber where His Excellency
was pleased to make a speech to both houses of
Parliament, of which, for greater accuracy, I have
obtained a copy. As the speech is printed I take it
that honourable members do not desire that I should
read it to them.
Mr WELLS (Wantirna) - I move:
That the following address, in reply to the speech of
His Excellency the Governor to both houses of
Parliament, be agreed to by this house:

ANSI/ A WW A - C652 - 92 - Disinfection of
water-storage facilities

YOUR EXCELLENCY:

National Health and Medical Research
Council and the Australian Water Resources
Council- Guidelines for drinking water
quality in Australia, 1987

We, the Legislative Assembly of Victoria assembled in
Parliament, wish to express our loyalty to our
Sovereign, and to thank Your Excellency for the speech
which you have made to the Parliament.

Weights and Measures Act 1958 - S.R. No. 95
Zoological Parks and Gardens Act 1967 - S.R. No.
80
Sunraysia College of T AFE - Report for the year 1993
Tobacco Leaf Marketing Board - Report for the year
ended 31 March 1994
Transport Act 1983 - Order under section 196Deregulation of Road Transport of Bulk Briquettes and
Bulk Cement
Victoria Law Foundation - Report for the year ended 30
September 1993.

ASSOCIATIONS INCORPORATION
(AMENDMENT) BILL
Introduction and first reading
Mrs WADE (Attorney-General) -In accordance
with the usual practice and to preserve the
privileges of the house, I move:
That I have leave to bring in a bill to amend the
Associations Incorporation Act and for other purposes.

Motion agreed to.

Read first time.

It gives me a great deal of pleasure to rise on behalf
of the people of Wantima to deliver the
address-in-reply. I remember almost two years ago
coming into this chamber to listen to the honourable
member for Tullamarine move the address-in-reply.
He spoke of the challenges that lay ahead for him in
his electorate of Tullamarine. He has contributed in
a huge way in the past two years.

While preparing this speech I went back to my
maiden speech as a reference point. I delivered my
maiden speech on 27 October 1992 and it was in that
speech that I spoke about representation of
Wantima with great pride and the challenges that
lay ahead for the people of Wantima.
Demographically speaking, the centre of Melbourne
is generally referred to as AFL Park, which is
fortunately in my electorate. I remember speaking
about the St Kilda Football Club making AFL Park
as its home and predicting that they would be
premiers in 1993. Unfortunately that did not happen
and 1994 has passed with St Kilda not gaining the
flag. I believe the only way St Kilda will improve is
probably by merging with another team, moving to
New Zealand or Papua New Guinea, or merging
with another dub from outer space. We could not
pOSSibly do any worse. Unlike St Kilda, the
government has delivered.
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His Excellency spoke of the great achievements of
this government. He spoke of the greatest reforms
ever achieved in post-war history in this country. He
spoke of the long-term planning that this
government is now in the business of.

dropped from the priority list. The school was half
built and had a number of portables. It is with great
pleasure that I can say that we are now off and
running. The library is almost complete and new
classrooms will be built shortly.

When we took the reins of government in October
1992, undoubtedly Victoria was the rust bucket of
this country. We had a current account deficit of
about $3 billion and the state debt was approaching
$70 billion. Now all that has changed. The
government has built and is continuing to build the
foundation blocks to make this state a great state.
We have strong leadership and responsible policies
to make a strong commitment to what makes this
state great.

One of the greatest achievements to me - even
more important than those areas I have just
mentioned - is the implementation of conductive
education. The National Association of Conductive
Education received a small grant from the Minister
for Education. Conductive education was pioneered
in Hungary some 50 years ago by a physician,
Or Andras Peto. Following his work in clinics and
hospitals in the fields of general medicine and
psychiatry, Or Peto became involved with children
with motor disorders. He viewed children who were
spastic or had motor disorders as having learning
difficulties that had to be overcome rather than
having conditions that had to be treated. He
maintains that the conductive education system
encourages people to learn to help themselves
overcome their disabilities rather than relying on
others.

The people ofWantirna have benefited greatly from
the state government's actions. We are a young
family electorate. We have the second highest
number of primary school students, and one of the
highest numbers of secondary school students in the
state. Obviously education is one of the highest
priorities in Wantima.
The Minister for Education has recognised this and
has made Significant changes in Wantirna. For
example, we have now made a commitment to build
a new Rowville secondary school campus in the
neighbouring electorate of Knox. The existing
Rowville campus will have approximately 2500
students by the turn of the century. It is a great relief
to the parents of school-age children that the new
campus will be built in the electorate of Knox.
The Rowville area has a ballooning youth
population and the problem will continue to grow. I
thank the honourable member for Knox for the
amount of work he has done with me to ensure the
secondary campus will be ready for its opening in
the 1996 school year. The Minister for Education
announced a $2 million upgrade for the Wantirna
Secondary College.
The Wantirna Secondary College had the equivalent
of 67 portables on site and it has been forgotten over
the past decade. The government is now in a
position to build permanent buildings and remove
some of the portables, so the saga is drawing to a
close.

In my maiden speech I referred to the Wantima
Primary School being used as a political football for
a number of years. It was half built in stage 1 during
the 1980s and there was a commitment to complete
the school in stage 2, but it was forgotten and

Until now, children with motor disorders had the
benefit of conductive education at an early
intervention age, but this has not continued into the
primary school level. With this grant an assessment
team and reference group will be set up to introduce
conductive education at Essex Heights Primary
School and Glenallen Special School. This is a
victory to the many parents of children with motor
disorders. They especially thank the Minister for
Education and the honourable member for Ripon for
giving a damn about the quality of education
children receive.
While speaking about young people I should touch
on youth affairs. This government has given a new
direction and focus to youth affairs. When the
Minister responsible for Youth Affairs asked some
basic questions such as how many beds were
available to youths suffering from disorders or what
services were being provided and to whom, there
was a deafening silence.
The minister established committees throughout
Victoria to review youth services. The government
needed to review what was being provided to
young people. It is pointless for the Salvation Army,
the Uniting Church, the Anglican Church and
Catholic organisations to provide a service in one
area while forgetting other areas.
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The youth review committees will untangle and
coordinate and ensure that quality services are
provided to those most in need in a professional
manner. Fortunately, the outer eastern youth
committee recOgnised that Rowville was an area in
need, and the Minister responsible for Youth Affairs
decided to act. He ensured that we went into
partnership with the Rowville Uniting Church to
provide better youth facilities in the area.

The Polish community has also received a grant. The
head office of that community is on the border of the
Wantirna and Knox electorates, and it was with
great pleasure that the honourable member for Knox
and I launched the community-based employment
project for the Polish community. It received
$116693 to provide employment and training for
150 Polish people, many of whom have difficulty
speaking English.

It must be remembered that family reconciliation is

I have real concerns about aspects of the legal
system, particularly victims of crime being given a
fair go. The Attorney-General has brought much
commonsense to our legal system, and a fairer
system for victims of crime starts with victim impact
statements. Prior to the last election I was
approached by Ms Cherie Datson, whose daughter
was murdered. She was bashed around the head
with a tyre lever and a bag was pushed down her
throat. That brutal murder will play on my mind for
the rest of my life; I shall never forget it.

paramount when speaking about youth affairs. We
should not pat ourselves on the back for finding
beds for a number of youths; we should do so on the
basis of the number of families we can reconcile.
Youth affairs now has a sharp focus and responsible
leadership.
The Minister for Industry and Employment initiated
a scheme called the community-based employment
program designed to help unemployed people. In
February the minister announced that the
government would make a grant of $10 million to
provide 9000 unemployed people with jobs and
vocational training. The Governor spoke of the need
to find sustainable employment for the unemployed.
It was with great pride that I joined other outer
eastern colleagues and the Minister for Industry and
Employment to launch the outer-eastern community
employment project in Bayswater. This year the
project received $311 000 to provide 330 jobs and
vocational training places in the outer-east. The cost
per placement is $942, which represents excellent
value for money for the Victorian taxpayer. Unlike
the traditional approach of using government
bureaucracies to target market needs, this program
is a winner. It will utilise the knowledge and
networks of local groups in areas most affected by
unemployment.

The community-based employment program will
work in partnership with local industry and
business to better match the skills and training of job
seekers with local demand and develop sustained
employment opportunities. By tailoring responses to
the needs of individual job seekers through a mix of
job placements, skills training and vocational advice,
the government estimates that 60 per cent of those
who participate in the scheme will find sustainable
long-term employment. The community-based
employment program will target three particular
areas of unemployment: young people under
2S years of age; mature-aged people; and migrants
from non-English-speaking backgrounds.

When the case finally went to court it was ironic that
the murderer's wife and brother were able to plead
for leniency and tell the judge what a great, humane
person he was while Cherie Datson had to sit at the
back of the court. She had no right to say how it felt
to lose a loving daughter or explain how the loss of
her daughter affected her family. I know the
Attorney-General was sympathetic to Cherie
Datson. The new laws introduced by this Parliament
will allow people such as Cherie Datson to make
victim impact statements.
I have been pleased to have been a member of the
Law Reform Committee, which comprises members
of both sides of Parliament. The contribution of all
members has been of high quality. I hope I have not
damaged the preselection of members of the Labor
Party by saying that. The report on victims of crimes
presented to the house tonight is of high quality. It is
about bringing back more commonsense to the legal
system. It states in part that "providing the making
good of any loss or damage caused by an offence is a
secondary aim of sentencing". In other words, if you
are a victim of a burglary, the offender must restore
the goods and rectify any property damage so that it
is in the condition it was in prior to the offence
happening. The report recommends that victims be
better advised of their rights to reparation orders
and for police and prosecuting bodies to ascertain
whether the victim is seeking to make a reparation
order.
The Minister for Conservation and Environment,
Mr Birrell, has set up a rail trails committee, chaired
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by the Honourable Graeme Stoney, to investigate
usages for disused railway lines, and I am a member
of that committee. The committee involves local
community groups banding together to set up walk,
bike and horse tracks. It will be a boon for local
councils and local communities. The launch of rail
trails some weeks ago was at Drysdale in the
electorate of Bellarine. The honourable member for
Bellarine is a great supporter of the program, which
was evidenced by the number of people who turned
up on that day.
Having lived part of my life in Bairnsdale I am keen
to see the old Bairnsdale-Orbost railway line
converted to a walk-bike-horse track. It is
tremendous to see these tracks being used by bike
riders, walkers and hikers.
The honourable member for Gippsland East must
take a lot of credit for getting this group, which
includes local farmers, together. He has brought the
community together to get this project up and
running.

Honourable members who have not visited bike
tracks in their areas should do so. It is a real
experience to see the numbers of mums, dads and
children riding their bikes along the trails on Sunday
afternoons. Bike riding along the tracks is gaining in
popularity. I am glad to be part of this program,
which is now ready to take the next step of linking
up the bike tracks around Victoria.
Sport has always played a big part in my life and it
will continue to do so. During question time today
the Minister for Sport, Recreation and Racing
referred to the government's contribution to sport in
Victoria and the number of gold medals won by
Victorian athletes at the recent Commonwealth
Games. It is reassuring that the scarce sports dollars
are being spent wi~ly on good quality programs
and that those programs are being made readily
available to the community. Good quality sports
programs will allow us to attract more of our youth
off the streets and into good team activities. The
sports dollar is also being spent to keep our seniors
active. The slogan 'If old age is catching up with
you, walk a little faster' is so appropriate.
The future for Victoria looks bright and positive. We
are certainly on the move. Once again we are proud
to be called Victorians. The government hopes it can
balance the state's current account next year. I hope
we can also abolish the $100 state deficit levy
sometime next year.
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His Excellency referred to the sound financial
management that the government has been able to
achieve in less than two years. Who would have
thought that possible even one year ago? It is
imperative that the $100 state deficit levy is collected
for one more year to ensure that the current account
remains in surplus.
Our education dollar is now being spent on quality.
The Schools of the Future project has been well
received across the state, particularly in the
Wantima electorate. School communities can now
control school budgets and activities rather than
their being run by the bureaucracy from a distance.
Schools can set their own discipline codes. They can
establish their own curriculums within a set
framework. We can look forward to the new
learning assessment project, which has been well
received by teachers and parents.
As my eldest son starts primary school at Templeton
Primary School next year I feel a lot better that
Victorians have more confidence in the state school
system and that education dollars are now being
spent on quality education.
Only last week the government launched the
interactive satellite dish program. I was forhmate
enough to be at the Carrington Primary School with
the grade 5 students who, with great delight, were
watching a lecturer on television. If the children did
not understand what was happening they could ring
that person to find out more about the topic. It is
ironic that 2S years ago when I was in grade 5 I was
in the school library watching the first man walk on
the moon.
His Excellency spoke with pride about case-mix
funding which, despite the rhetoric of the
opposition, is a winner. Under case mix 61000 more
people have been treated during the past year. Prior
to case mix 924 people were waiting more than a
month for urgent surgery. That figure has been
dramatically reduced to 13 people, which represents
a 99 per cent decrease.
Prior to case mix 5733 people were waiting for
semi-urgent surgery. Under case mix that number
has been reduced to 3095, which represents a 44 per
cent decrease. Prior to case mix waiting lists were
almost 30 000, which has been reduced to 24 271.
Recently I had dinner with a group of people from
the Royal Children's Hospital. They were certainly
not complaining about the lack of staff; they were
complaining about the lack of patients. Due to the
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efficiency of case mix the Royal Children's Hospital
no longer has waiting lists - you can go straight in.
The normal waiting list to see a specialist has been
reduced from six to two weeks.
The public transport system is now on track. Despite
frequently listening to traffic and public transport
reports on the radio I have yet to hear of a train
being cancelled or running late.

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr WELLS - Perhaps it is the radio station I
listen to! It appears to me that public transport
reports have been excellent. No longer are we
pouring money down a bottomless pit. Victoria now
has a quality public transport service.
Our industry, manufacturing and small business

sectors have the confidence to know that the
government is opening doors for them overseas and
is giving them confidence to make long-term
decisions. One has only to refer to labour markets.
The Victorian unemployment rate has remained at
10.7 per cent since June 1994 - the only mainland
state that has not experienced an increase. Victoria's
unemployment rate is no longer the highest on the
mainland. Some 44 900 jobs have been added since
the beginning of this year, which numerically
represents the largest increase in jobs across
Australia. Labour market demand in Victoria has
risen according to recent figures. Job advertisements
increased during June and job vacancies increased
by the greatest amount of any state since May. That
is an extraordinary achievement over such a short
period.
But there is more good news from the small business
sector. Over the past 18 months the number of small
businesses in Victoria has increased by 8000. Victoria
now has more than 200 ()()() small businesses. Over
the same period the small business sector has
employed an additional 25 500 Victorians. I remind
honourable members that small business generates
more than 40 per cent of Victoria's production.
His Excellency also referred to the great road
network we are building. Isn't it great to see roads
being built and money being directed towards
bitumen and tar? I refer the house to the South
Eastern Freeway and the recently constructed
overpass at Warrigal Road. What a great
achievement. That intersection must have been one
of the worst bottlenecks in the state. Now you can
drive straight over the freeway without stopping.
The government is also considering the construction
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of an overpass at Toorak Road, which is probably
the next-worse bottleneck.
The wheels are also in motion for the Domain twlnel
to COIUlect the South Eastern Freeway with the West
Gate Freeway. That project will ensure that business
and community costs are reduced. Just when you
thought the government was running out of ideas,
up pops another one - the Scoresby freeway.
Mr Gude - There is more!
Mr WELLS - There is more. People travelling
from Dandenong will be able to drive to the
Tullamarine Freeway without stopping at one traffic
light. That will be a tremendous achievement.
The Scoresby freeway will play a Significant role in
the Wantima electorate. Even the green groups in
the electorate are in favour of the freeway. Why?
Apart from the fact that it is commonsense and long
overdue, it will reduce noise and air pollution
because the roads either side of it -Springvale and
Stud roads - are both congested. Even the greens,
the Labor Party base, recognise the Significance of
getting this project up and running.
The Royal Automobile Club of Victoria has
designa ted Wellington Road as the most congested
metropolitan road in Melbourne. Unfortunately that
road runs through the Wantirna electorate. When
you travel down Stud Road during morning peak
traffic and attempt to turn left or right into
Wellington Road you come to a complete standstill
because only one lane connects the eastern suburbs
with the Rowville area.
I have spoken about Wellington Road on a number
of occasions and I am hopeful that a resolution of the
situation will be outlined in an announcement by the
Minister for Roads and Ports in the near future.
The Kermett government has unquestionably
achieved much in a short time. We have started
laying the foundation blocks for a better state for our
children and grandchildren - a state that will have
the highest quality education, health and youth and
community services available anywhere in this
country, responsible law and order, and affordable,
quality public transport coordinated with a
world-class road system; a state in which our
industry, manufacturing and small business can rely
on the government for support and responsible
advice.
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I am very proud to have worked with the Premier,
the Deputy Premier, ministers, parliamentary
secretaries, committee chairmen and the
backbenchers assembled in this chamber. I must
thank a number of people. The first is Gough
Whitlam, because if it were not for his running this
country into the ground in the 1970s I may never
have become a Liberal. If ever he reads this speech
he will know that I am truly grateful for what he did
to this country because it is probably the reason I
and many others in this chamber switched to the
Liberal Party.
I am grateful to my electorate team, headed by Rob
Llewellyn, for their hard work, to the parliamentary
staff who work tirelessly in this chamber, the
cleaners and canteen people for their direction and
courtesy over the years and to my electorate officer,
Mrs Cath Hilton, and our band of volunteers who
worked very hard. I should like to thank my
colleagues in the outer east who work very well as a
team to ensure excellent representation in the outer
eastern suburbs. Most importantly, a special thanks
must go to my wife and two children, Sam and
Tommy, for their extraordinary patience. I am sure
all honourable members with young families realise
I am referring to the number of nights members are
away from home and must leave their spouses to
put their children to bed.
There are still many tasks to be completed, many
injustices to be corrected and much work to be done
with our small businesses, manufacturers and
industry groups, who are the engine room of this
state, to ensure that we prosper and grow, find jobs
for the unemployed and attract valuable dollars. I
look forward to continuing the representation in this
Parliament of the people of Wantima to achieve
those goals.
Mrs PEULlCH (Bentleigh) - I have pleasure in
seconding the motion for the adoption of the
address-in-reply to the speech of His Excellency the
Governor. I take this opportunity to congratulate the
government on its many Significant achievements
during the first two years of its first tenn in office.
Like the honourable member for Wantima, I have a
fonner Labor member of Parliament to thank for
inspiring me to join the Liberal Party: Peter Spyker.
In his address His Excellency the Governor
indicated that this was a good time to reflect on the
progress made in our state. As the member for
Bentleigh I think it is an appropriate time for us to
reflect on not only the many achievements made in
this state but also the progress made in the
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electorates we represent. The electorate I represent,
Bentleigh, is often referred to in literature as the
litmus seat. Some of the profiles outlined in the
census information available to us in the
Parliamentary Library refer to Bentleigh as the
microcosm of Melbourne because it has all the
metropolitan averages, with the exception of a
particularly high proportion of people over the age
of 65. I think it is the fourth highest in the state. That
is why Bentleigh will remain in the hands of the
Liberal Party. I have certainly worked hard to keep
it that way, and I intend to do so for many years to
come.
It is hard to reflect on the past without reminding

honourable members - I know they do not need
reminding - of the economic crimes we inherited
when we came to government, and I intend to use
them as a starting point for my contribution. When
we came to government we saw the total destruction
of the Victorian economy as a result of ALP policies.
They had led to a massive collapse in business and
consumer confidence; the daily disappearance of 150
jobs; thousands of Victorians missing out on tertiary
places; record bankruptcies; private investment
falling by 42 per cent; even longer hospital waiting
lists; a deteriorating credit rating; and the
incompetent management of government finances
evident in the $3.8 million daily loss in the transport
system, the VEDC, Pyramid, Tricontinental, the loss
of State Bank Victoria, a range of ministerial
scandals and debts and unfunded liabilities
amounting to nearly $60 billion, for which several
generations of Victorians will probably have to pay.
That was our bequest on coming to office, and if we
are going to reflect on our achievements we have to
use it as a yardstick for those achievements. When
we came to office we promised three things. The
first was a comprehensive package of financial
management reforms to bring about a balanced
budget. That was the first priority, given that we
had a deficit on the current account of
apprOximately $3 billion. Secondly, we gave an
undertaking to embrace policies that would lead to
substantial growth in business investment and
activity. There is no doubt that things are
happening. Even the schoolchildren with whom I
have contact comment on the amount of activity
they see on a daily basis. Creating employment
opportunities commensurate with that activity was
one of the priorities. Thirdly, we prOmised to
improve the efficiency and effectiveness of services.
At the end of last year the Premier issued a press
release confirming the directions we were taking,
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and although we have certainly achieved a lot we
are by no means there. In that press release the
Premier said that the new year's targets would be: to
advance our financial management towards
achieving a sustainable budget surplus by 1996 and
working towards restoring Victoria's AAA credit
rating; to ensure the highest quality of
responsiveness to consumer needs across our public
services - which would mean entertaining various
forms of delivering services, be it contracting out,
corporatising or privatising, to which the Governor
alluded today; to continue the reforms and
marketing missions designed to generate new
economic activity and employment; to improve the
quality and effectiveness of our infrastructure base,
particularly in transport, education and health; and
to expand our program to build and restore
Melbourne's major community assets and enhance
our environment and lifestyle.
That was almost a year ago. I suppose the economic
focus and business activities are of special interest to
Bentleigh. Statistics from 1991 indicate that
Moorabbin was then the epicentre of a large cluster
of businesses in the
Moorabbin/Springvale/Dandenong area, which at
that time constituted some 40 per cent of all
manufacturing in Australia. I imagine that that
percentage has probably been reduced as a result of
the sort of anti-business stance taken by the former
Labor government. In Moorabbin alone there are
more than 5000 businesses - commercial, industrial
and even rural. There is a small agricultural wedge
that is, admittedly, outside my electorate but
nonetheless on the doorstep. Fortunately there have
been some very positive signs in the business sector.
A host of reports has been produced applauding the
direction taken by the Victorian government, and I
shall refer broadly to some of them.
Some significant comments have been made in the
Survey of Victorian Business Activity - Summary of
Results, November 1993, published by the Institute
of Chartered Accountants in Australia. TItis survey
of Victorian business took place in October 1993. It
identified a number of trends, including a Significant
increase in export sales and profitability of
respondent businesses. Some 53 per cent of
respondents showed an improvement; 66 per cent
considered the prospects of their businesses as being
either good or excellent; 61 per cent had installed
new plant or equipment in the previous 12 months,
and 57 per cent were expecting to install new plant
and equipment in the following 12 months. That
information was subsequently summarised by the
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Department of Business and Employment in the
Victorian Labour Market Report.
There has also been a string of newspaper articles.
Under the headline, 'Small firms optimistic, says
survey', one article states:
Small business is optimistic about higher sales and
stronger profits this year as the recession becomes only
a distant memory.
A survey of 300 small businesses by the Australian
Society of Certified Practising Accountanlc round that,
on average, they expected their overall business
performance to improve 18 per cent this year.

Key indicators in May 1994 taken from the Victorian
Labour Market Report of June 1994 show:
Unemployment continues to decline in Victoria, falling
from 11.2 per cent in April to 10.7 per cent in May 1994,
the lowest since November 1991.
The 38 200 jobs added since the beginning of 1994 in
Victoria represents the largest percentage increase ... in
jobs across Australia.
The participation rate in Victoria fell from 62.9 per cent
to 62.6 per cent.
... job advertisements and skilled vacancy
advertisements are much higher than a year ago.

A string of indicators clearly show that the policies
being pursued by this government are generating
the sort of economic activity we had hoped it would
generate and converting it into jobs.
The Yellow Pages Small Business Index also looked at
a number of trends and it states:
Confidence in business prospects in Victoria is now just
above the national average following the largest
reported rise across all states between the August and
November surveys.
There has been a strengthening of all small business
indicators for the current three months.
A net 36 per cent of Victorian small businesses
recorded increased sales values.

Business Matters, compiled by the Department of
Business and Employment, actually puts together a
number of those indicators. It shows basically that
Victoria's growth rate has lifted.
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Mr Gude interjected.
Mrs PEULlCH - It is a very good publication. I
commend the minister and his department on
actually putting together the array of infonnation
that is out there. One comment frequently made to
me by various business owners and operators is that
there is a whole host of infonnation but it is very
difficult for them to draw it all together into a
convenient publication. I have found this document
very useful. I have photocopied it for businesses,
which have been most grateful for it, as I am.
Growth in retail turnover has also increased in
Victoria. Victorian exports were 12 per cent higher in
the 9 months to March 1994 than in the same period
a year earlier. The national increase was 6 per cent.
Therefore, there have been some very positive
moves on the economic front. I was also pleased to
see the 100point jobs plan announced by the federal
Leader of the Opposition as part of the broad
coalition policy statement. It highlights the very
reason why the Victorian government has been
successful on that front Basically the jobs plan
includes: boosting investment; reducing the tax
burden on business - still a very large impediment;
increasing Australia's level of national savings;
boosting production in the workplace; providing
incentives and encouragement to small business;
revitalising the process of micro-economic refonn;
improving transport; ensuring that Australia has a
world,lass education and training system; and
ensuring that export earners such as the agriculture
and mining industries and other big export-earning
industries such as tourism develop strongly within
sustainable environmental and conservation values.
In regard to supporting export-earning industries, I
came across an article that shows that even wet old
Victoria and Melbourne - perhaps not so wet of
late, but certainly cool - are now popular holiday
destinations for other Australians. Under the
headline, 'Choosy holiday crowds pick Vic' the
article sta tes:
Victoria is in the middle of a boom as a major holiday
destination, with airlines reporting up to a 40 per cent
increase in holiday package bookings in the past year.

It is quite evident that there are people who have

confidence in the actions of the Victorian
government. That is certainly amplified among
companies that have made some very important
decisions about investment.

Tuesday. 6 September 1994

An article headed, 'Victoria gets four votes of
confidence' refers to the $250 million-plus Boral
float. It reports on the plan by the Sydney-based
building products giant, Boral, to float its Melbourne
manufacturing operations. It outlines the plan by
Coles to spend $700 million on existing and new
operations. It also refers to 'making Ford better' and
a Dandenong company getting a $100 million
contract to supply locomotives to India. That is
evidence that Victoria is open for business and that
Victorians will benefit as a result. This state is
definitely on the move.

I have started a practice of putting in-news stories in
the window of my electorate office. My office is
adjacent to a taxi rank and a bus stop and is four
doors from the railway station. Once a week I select
some articles and put them in the window. I shall
read the headings of some of them.
An honourable member interjected.
Mrs PEULICH - From the Age. I must confess I
am a regular reader of the Age. I usually read it over
morning coffee.
An honourable member interjected.
Mrs PEULICH - Yes, even the Sunday Age,
because I like to see what the opposition is up to.
One headline from the Age of 26 July 1994 is,
'Optimism about growth may augur well for
Budget'. Another from the Age of 25 July 1994 is
'Victoria keeps growing against the trend' and yet
another from the Age of 26 July 1994 is 'Employment
opportunities are improving'.
Another article is headed 'Jobs boom tipped for
workers'. TItis is important because
many people in the Bentleigh electorate are
blu~ollar workers. The article published in the Age
on Wednesday, 22 June 1994 states:
blu~ollar

Up to 20 000 new full-time jobs could be created in
Victoria in the next three months as economic activity
continues to pick up, a new job market survey
suggests ...
It recorded 22 per cent of Victorian employers as saying
they would boost hiring in the three months ahead
while 6 per cent thought they would shed staff. That
result was much the same as the previous Kelly survey.

Of course, there have also been some local responses
to the concerns, notably, for example, the Moorabbin
TAFE manufacturing industry training centre, which
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is well placed to address the needs of local industry.
Fortunately, the government has made it possible for
it to proceed with the development of that centre,
unlike the previous government, which
procrastinated and was unable to facilitate this
development.
The Syme division of management at Monash
University is undertaking a project entitled, 'Coping
with business and industrial change in Victoria in
the 1990s': in the case of Moorabbin, I am happy to
represent the minister on the committee that has
been set up for that purpose. Other participants are
the City of Moorabbin, an ACTU representative and
the Deputy Dean of the Faculty of Business and
Economics at Monash University. It will look at
what business needs from the three levels of
government and itself in order to do better.
I have recently undertaken a survey of a sample of
businesses that have developed, and let me say there
is still some way to go. However, benefits are
flowing on. I was pleased to see that the
unemployment rate for the southern region, which
includes my electorate, has fallen to 8.7 per cent.
When the former member for Bentleigh, Ann Barker,
won the seat in 1988, the unemployment rate was
3.5 per cent. When she lost the seat in the 1992 state
election the unemployment rate had tripled, some
say quadrupled. The unemployment rate is on the
way down to 8.7 per cent, which is a fantastic
outcome for the electorate of Bentleigh.
In my discussions with local businesses, they said
they do not want the more interventionist industrial
policy that the Leader of the Opposition peddled on
a visit to the electorate some time ago. The message I
got from local business was, 'If you can't help, get
out of my hair; let me do what I do best'. Certainly it
does not want a return to the way the ALP
previously did business.

The minister should consider a number of other
huge problems for small business, obviously many
of which are federal government issues as well. They
include shortage of equity capital, especially of
start-up capital, which seems to be the no. 1 priority;
cost of regulations - I know the minister is
committed to reducing them; high taxes and
imposts; lack of financial or managerial experience;
availability of debt finance; lack of marketing
expertise; poor record keeping; and timing of tax
payments and so forth. Those are some of the areas
we need to address because small business employs
52 per cent of the labour force. And if we do not help
small business we are not helping ourselves.
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Small business is generally happy about Workcover
changes. They say we are definitely going in the
right direction and they look forward to further
reductions, especially the removal of the surcharge.
Reducing the enormous unfunded liabilities to a
point where 91.6 per cent of the Workcover scheme
is funded is a fantastic achievement, and I commend
the government.
Law and order was a huge issue for the electorate of
Bentleigh in the state election. Many residents are
more than 65 years old and many are women who
live alone. Women make up 52 per cent of voters in
the electorate. Law and order is no longer the no. 1
issue because of what the government has done in
that area. The people of Bentleigh are confident the
government is addressing the balance so that
innocent citizens feel they are protected by the law.
A year ago law and order was the second most
important issue in Bentleigh but, although it is still a
concern, it has now fallen to no. 6.
A new 24-hour police complex has been built on the
Nepean Highway at Moorabbin. However, some
concerns were expressed about the effect of the
closure of other police stations on the enforcement of
law and order. But, the police are happy. The local
statistics on crime show a significant reduction that
matches the state's crime statistics. The local
newspaper reflected what I discovered when I spoke
to Chief Superintendent Triplow last week. The
Moorabbin Standard of 10 November 1993 states:
The latest crime figures show local initiatives to combat
house burglaries are working ... The total number of
crimes reported in the district were 26 790 for the year,
a drop of 8.32 per cent.

That is a fantastic drop. Obviously the new police
power to fingerprint suspects has meant that the
police are apprehending those who have committed
many of the crimes that are on file. As a result of that
power the police believe they can do their job better.
Education is important to the electorate of Bentleigh,
which is well served in this area. Initially, two
schools were closed, and that had been expected for
10 years because enrolments had decreased. The
schools are happy with the $1 million that was made
available as a result of the consolidation of the
school sites. Clearly the backlog of $600 million had
to be reduced. We have only reduced $100 million.
We have a way to go. Smaller schools are concerned,
but we are moving through and making funds
available as sites are sold and funds realised.
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My child attends grade 4 of the Valkstone Primary
School, which was recently torched after the
completion of a new wing that was built as part of
an upgrade. The community and the kids were
heartbroken. They wrote letters to the local
newspaper. Everyone turned out in support of the
principal and the school council on the day.
Fortunately the Directorate of School Education,
through the excellent work of Neville Rohan who is
resources manager, responded promptly and it is
hoped the facilities will be restored quickly. One of
the problems for small primary schools is the lack of
availability of large covered areas for assemblies,
productions, and so forth. Historically they have not
had that. I know the minister has been exploring
ways to make that possible for primary schools. I
commend him for that.
McKinnon Secondary College is a leader in Asian
studies. It was the first school to teach the Korean
language. It has been involved in a Korean exchange
student program. As a result of its pursuit of
excellence it has achieved fantastic results in all
spheres of its curriculum, from sport to music. It is a
well-known music school with about SOO students
participating in the program. They are raising funds
to upgrade their school hall. Over three years they
have raised $275 000 and they are in the process of
setting up a cooperative. As funding becomes
available, they will be looking for support from the
government. Obviously that cannot happen
overnight, but I certainly believe this school is
worthy of support.
The Gould League is an important educational asset.
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additional access to the maternal and child health
service. That information was false, inaccurate and
mischievous. I commend the Moorabbin council for
maintaining its commitment, which was the
responsible thing to do.
In 1986 a decision was made to amalgamate
Moorabbin Hospital with the Queen Victoria
Hospital and Prince Henry's Hospital at the Monash
Medical Centre. Given the relative proximity of the
Clayton and Moorabbin campuses and after a
review of clinical services, it was dedded to close the
accident and emergency service at the Moorabbin
campus. The former member for Bentleigh, Ann
Barker, served on the committee of management
overseeing those decisions. When the Labor Party
tries to heap blame on me for the closure of that
service, it should remember that that was planned
back in 1986. It was irreversible, irrecoverable and
sad.

Case-mix funding is a success. On 1 September 1994
the Monash Medical Centre had only 9 category 1 or
urgent patients, which was a reduction of 60 per
cent. There were 284 semi-urgent patients, which
was a reduction of 25 per cent. Overall there has
been an increase of 19 per cent of patients treated.
That is a fantastic achievement!
I was very pleased to hear that the Peter MacCallum
Cancer Institute would also be servicing patients
from the Moorabbin campus of the Monash Medical
Centre. That is fantastic given the nature of the area
with its ageing population, and unfortunately many
people suffering from cancer.

It has been relocated to a spadous location in

Moorabbin, and many local schools will benefit. The
Schools of the Future program will have a
marvellous effect on schools. The charter-writing
process has been rewarding for schools. Once the
program is bedded down education will be driven
by learning outcomes, which are in the best interest
of our children. Earlier I mentioned the Godfrey
Community House and Moorabbin TAFE. The
electorate of Bentleigh is well serviced by its various
ed uca tional facilities.
The delivery of effident and effective health services
is of Significant importance to the Bentleigh
electorate. The Bentleigh Community Health Centre
is well run by a good team. It continues to make an
excellent effort to get maximum value for the dollar.
I also commend the Moorabbin council for
maintaining its commitment to maternal and child
health services. I was upset to hear one day that a
parent had been advised that she would receive no

As a local member, the wellbeing of ordinary
Victorians, the likes of whom are well represented in
Bentleigh, is of paramount importance to me. Their
interest will be best served by a government that
manages finances responsibly, provides efficient and
effective services and works to restore confidence
and investment to Victoria so that we can lessen the
burdens of government on ordinary Victorians and
their families. People want a commonsense and
practical approach to government. They know that
we all have to live within our means and that we all
have to put in.
The spirit of putting in is evident in Bentleigh. The
spirit of voluntarism is strong. A specific example is
a local community identity, Michael McCormack, a
former councillor, an organisational psychologist, a
member of the Liberal Party, secretary of the East
Bentleigh Branch, an aspirant to higher office, a
supporter, a family man, and a friend, who
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unfortunately earlier this year passed away at the
age of 40, after a brief and unexpected illness, having
previously been fit as a mallee bull, leaving behind
three delightful children and his wife Connie. But
that community spirit is a commitment to principles
and hard work which lives on in his family as it does
in the community of Bentleigh.
There is nothing more important than the family. I
strongly support the government in the action it has
taken to restore confidence and to generate jobs.
Poverty resulting from unemployment is a big social
problem and I believe that this government is acting
responsibly in redressing the problem of
unemployment.

39

TEMPORARY CHAIRMEN OF
COMMIITEES
The SPEAKER laid on table warrant nominating
Kenneth Alastair Coghill, Robert
Fitzgerald Cooper, David James Cunningham,
Kenneth Stephen Jasper, Noel John Maughan,
David John Perrin, John Ingles Richardson, Ernest
Ross Smith, Gerard Vaughan and George Graeme
Weideman to act as Temporary Chairmen of
Committees whenever requested so to do by the
Chairman of Committees.

SPEAKER AND DEPUTY SPEAKER

Temporary relief in chair
I also support the government in any future action it
takes to improve the opportunities available to
families. Effective, strong families are in the best
pOSition to meet the hierarchy of needs of children,
ranging from basic needs to the needs for belonging,
love and esteem until they get to the stage where
they can start putting in as independent individuals
and returning something to the community.
As my colleague the honourable member for
Wantima indicated, the long hours involved in
fulfilling one's duties as a local member are not easy
to balance with family commitments. I have a very
supportive and loving husband, as are my mother
and father who had the courage to leave a life under
socialist Yugoslavia in 1967. We docked at Port
Melbourne, and I am pleased to hear that the
government is intending to develop the site as an
immigration museum.
I also enjoy the support of my brother, who owns a
small textile factory in Moorabbin, my niece and
nephew and my son, Paul. He is soon to be 10 years
old and is a keen scientist, a fan of Indiana lones,
and a reluctant pianist who the other day said to me,
'The good thing about Kennett, Mum, is that he is all
for Victoria, but Keating is ashamed of Australia, so
why don't we sack him?'. 'Why don't we, indeed,
son,' I said. I commend the Governor's address and
look forward to achieving with the government even
greater opportunities for ordinary Victorians.
Debate adjourned on motion of Mr BRACKS
(Williamstown).
Debate ~djourned until next day.

Mr GUDE (Minister for Industry and
Employment) - By leave, I move:
That during any absence of Mr Deputy Speaker,
Mr Speaker be authorised to call upon any of the
Temporary Chairmen of Committees to temporarily
relieve him in the chair, and that during any absence of
Mr Speaker, Mr Deputy Speaker be similarly
authorised to call upon any of the temporary chairmen.

Motion agreed to.

BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE

Sessional orders
Mr GUDE (Minister for Industry and
Employment) - By leave, I move:
That1.

Unless otherwise ordered, the house shall meet on
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday, Mr Speaker
to take the Chair at 2.00 p.m. on Tuesday and 10
a.m. on Wednesday and Thursday.

2.

(1) During the present session, government
business shall take precedence of all other business
(including motions pursuant to standing order no.
26 which is hereby to the necessary extent
suspended, but not including a motion of want of
confidence in the government) each Tuesday,
Thursday and Friday and at 2.00 p.m. each
Wednesday.
(2)

On Wednesdays, other than appointed
Wednesdays pursuant sessional order no. 4,
business shall be called on in the following
order:
1.

General business - notices of motion
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3.

2.

General business - orders of the day

3.

Oral questions (At 2.00 pm)

4.

Government business - notices of motion

5.

Government business - orders of the day.

5.

Notwithstanding the right of a minister to move a
motion for the adjournment of the house pursuant
to standing order no. 25 (1) At 10.00 p.m. on each sitting day Mr Speaker

shall interrupt the business before the house,
or if the house be in committee, the Chairman
shall report progress and Mr Speaker shall
then interrupt such business: provided that in
the event that a division is in progress at 10.00
p.m. such division shall be completed and the
result announced and if such division be upon
a closure motion any question required to be
brought to conclusion as a result of such
division shall be so brought to conclusion.

Notwithstanding sessional order no. 2 (1) So much of standing order no. 124 as allows

members to ask oral questions without notice
at the time of giving notices of motion be
suspended and that members ask oral
questions without notice at 2.00 p.m. each
sitting day (other than on a Tuesday where a
motion expressing sorrow at the death of a
member or any other person may take
precedence): provided that these sessional
orders shall not permit more than one
question time each sitting day.

(2)

(a) Before a motion for the adjournment is
proposed by Mr Speaker, a minister may
move that the sitting be continued; which
motion shall be put forthwith without
amendment or debate and if such motion
is agreed to, the house or committee shall
resume the proceedings at the point at
which they had been interrupted; or

(2) At 2 00 p.m. on each sitting day (other than a
Tuesday) Mc Speaker shall interrupt the

business before the house, or if the house be in
committee, the Chairman shall report progress
and Mc Speaker shall then interrupt such
business: provided that in the event that a
division is in progress at 2.00 p.m. such
division shall be completed and the result
announced and if such division be upon a
closure motion any question required to be
brought to conclusion as a result of such
division shall be so brought to conclusion.

(b) If a minister does not so move, the Speaker

shall forthwith propose the question 'That
the house do now adjourn' which
question shall be open to debate in
accordance with the rules and practices of
the house and paragraph (4); at the
conclusion of the debate, Mr Speaker
notwithstanding the provisions of
standing order no. 24 shall adjourn the
house without putting any question until
the time of the next meeting.

(3) Any business under discussion and not
disposed of at 2.00 p.m. shall be resumed
immediately at the conclusion of the asking of
oral questions and any member speaking at
the time of interruption may, upon the
resumption of debate thereon, continue such
speech.
4.

(3) Any business under discussion and not
disposed of at the time of the adjournment
shall be set down on the notice paper for the
next sitting and any member speaking at the
time of interruption may, upon the
resumption of debate thereon, continue such
speech.

(1) Standing order no. 59 be suspended and,
notwithstanding sessional order no. 2, the first
order of the day on Wednesdays appointed by
resolution of the house shall be the question ''That
grievances be noted", to which question any
member may speak for not more than 15 minutes
and the whole discussion on this question shall
end at 2.00 pm.
(2)

On those appointed Wednesdays, business
shall be called on in the following order:
1.

Grievances

2.

Oral questions (At 2.00 pm)

3.

Government business

4.

General business

Upon such interruption of business -

(4) On the motion 'That the house do now adjourn'

the time available for the raising of matters on
the motion be 30 minutes and the time limit
per member be 3 minutes.
6.

Standing orders shall be suspended to allow for
the programming of government business and the
following procedures.

(1)

(2) Before the house meets for business in any

week, the Leader of the House and the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition (or their nominees)
may meet as a Government Business
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Programming Committee with a view to
reaching agreement on the manner in which
the house is to deal with government business
of the week.
(3) On the first day of the sitting week the Leader of
the House or his nominee before the calling on
of government business may move without
leave a motion setting a date and time by
which consideration of specified bills or items
of business have to be completed in that
sitting week. Debate thereon shall not exceed
30 minutes and, in speaking thereon, no
member shall exceed 5 minutes.

Legislative Council shall be combined
(except in the case of a bill that requires
the second reading and third reading to be
passed with an absolute majority of the
whole number of the members of the
Legislative Assembly, the questions for
the second and third readings shall be put
separately), the committee stage of a bill
being dispensed with if no government
amendments have been circulated
pursuant to subparagraph (5) ; and
(b) in the case of the consideration of any bill in

committee of the whole or on any of the
remaining stages at that time, the Chair
shall put a combined question or a
number of questions (the form and
number being at the discretion of the
Chair) disposing of any clauses and
schedules and any amendment and new
clauses and schedules desired by the
government - copies of which have been
circulated in the house pursuant to
subparagraph (5) - and any other
questions required to dispose of the bill
(as the case may be) before the committee
of the whole or the house. (No other
amendments, new clauses or schedules
shall be proposed); and

(4) At a change of business, following a special
meeting of the Government Business
Programming Committee convened in
accordance with the aims of subparagraph (2),
and without leave, the Leader of the House or
his nominee may move a motion to amend the
resolution under subparagraph (3). Debate
thereon shall not exceed 30 minutes and, in
speaking thereon, no member shall exceed
5 minutes. Any change to the program cannot
come into operation until one hour after the
motion is agreed to.
(5) Amendments to be proposed in committee of
the whole to a specified bill may be circulated
in the house during the debate on the question
'That this bill be now read a second time' after
an announcement and request of a minister or
a member (without leave but not when
another member is speaking) foreshadowing
such amendments: provided that these
amendments are circulated two hours before
the expiration of the completion time set
under subparagraph (3). Such announcement
and request shall not be debated.
(6) On the expiration of the completion time set
under subparagraph (3), the Chair, in relation
to a motion, shall put forthwith the question
on any amendment and/or motion already
proposed from the Chair for the purpose of
bringing to a conclusion any proceedings on a
motion.
(7) On the expiration of the completion time set

under subparagraph (3), the Chair, in relation
to a bill, shall put forthwith the question on
any amendment or motion already proposed
from the Chair for the purpose of bringing to a
conclusion any proceedings on a bill and (a) as required, the remaining questions
necessary for the passage of the bill
through the house and transmission to the

(8) After the house has concluded the proceedings
under subparagraph (6) or (7), in the case of
each remaining specified bill or item of
government business, the Chair shall (i)

in the case of a bill, put in a combined
question, as required, the questions
necessary for the passage of the bill
through the house and transmission to the
Legislative Council (including any
amendments and new clauses and
schedules desired by the government
which have been circulated pursuant to
subparagraph (5», the committee stage
being dispensed with; and

(ii) in the case of a bill that requires the second

reading and third reading to be passed
with an absolute majority of the whole
number of the members of the Legislative
Assembly, put separately the questions
necessary for the passage of the bill
through the house and transmission to the
Legislative Council, (including a
combined question relating to any
amendments and new clauses and
sched ules desired by the government
which have been circulated pursuant to
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subparagraph (5», the committee stage
being dispensed with; and
(Ui) in relation to any bill being considered in

the committee of the whole, put a
combined question or a number of
questions (the form and number being at
the discretion of the Chair) disposing of
any clauses and schedules and any
amendment and new clauses and
schedules desired by the government copies of which have been circulated in
the house pursuant to subparagraph (5) and any other questions required to
dispose of the bill (as the case may be)
before the committee of the whole or the
house. (No other amendments, new
clauses or schedules shall be proposed);
and
(iv) in the case of a remaining item of business
other than a bill, put a combined question
(if required) which brings to a conclusion
the proceedings.
(9) Standing and/or sessional orders relating to
closure of debate or guillotine shall not apply
to any proceedings in respect of a specified
bill or item of business.

I do SO because of the success of the new sessional
orders and the way in which they have certainly
brought a measure of order and quality of debate in
the house.
There are a number of features of the sessional
orders that have brought some value to this house,
particularly to honourable members and the staff
who work in this place. Certainly there has been a
change to what one might regard as more sensible
hours and there is some conformity and uniformity
that is known. We now appreciate that there will be
a regular question time at 2 o'clock each day, which
is conducted at a time that is both conducive from
the media's point of view and from the point of view
of honourable members.
We have seen changes that have had an effect with
the debate on the adjournment of the house where
an unprecedented number of honourable members
from both sides of the house have been given the
opportunity to raise issues of concern. From my time
in this place, which goes back a few years now, the
responses that have been offered to the matters that
have been raised on the adjournment debate are also
of unprecedented quality. In addition, time for
general business is regularly provided by being
made available each Wednesday morning. We saw
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the enthusiasm of the house earlier today when both
parties nominated issues of general business that
they wished to raise on an alternate basis - I think
there were about 38 notices of motion from both
sides.
There is an indication also of the Parliament itself
embracing reform. We have also seen an
improvement in the quality of debate. That has come
about because of the need for honourable members
to concentrate more on the quality of the issues that
they are raiSing because they realise that there will
not be an opportunity for unlimited filibustering,
which had become an art form in this place over
many years. That is not to be critical of one side of
the house, but it is something that has evolved over
a period of time. In our own way we have all been
guilty of it, and these changes are a move in the
correct direction.
In addition I acknowledge the support that I have
had from the opposition - from two leaders of the
house for the opposition - with the success of the
government business committee. It offers an
opportunity for us usually on Mondays of each
week to consider legislation that is before the house,
to seek accommodation and reach agreement on the
passage of legislation that the opposition has had an
opportunity to review and the government has had
in the house for a reasonable period of time, and to
thereby enable people to be properly prepared not to chop and change on legislation that comes
before the house - so that honourable members are
roughly aware, if not absolutely aware, of the timing
of particular legislation.
That aspect is important because honourable
members may be busy not only in this chamber but
also undertaking parliamentary duties in their
offices - perhaps receiving deputations or making
telephone calls to constituents. That function is
particularly important for non-metropolitan
members who must communicate with their
constituencies. The sessional orders that were
introduced earlier have been very successful. They
should continue to operate into the future.
Mr THOMSON (pascoe Vale) - The opposition
has considerable concern about the sessional orders
that were introduced by the government in
September 1993. The opposition expressed concern
at that time and it continues to be concerned about
the way in which the sessional orders have operated
in the past 12 months - particularly to the
disadvantage of the opposition and parliamentary
debate in general.
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In contrast with the statements made in the speech
of His Excellency the Governor after the October
1992 election nothing was said in the Governor's
speech today about standards in Parliament. The
government should have a degree of embarrassment
or shame because of the way it treats Parliament.
The sessional orders provide honourable members
with no guaranteed rights to debate. At the start of a
week, the government will say, 'This number of bills
will be voted on by Thursday or Friday' irrespective
of whether adequate debate has occurred, the
committee stage has been used for debate on
legislative amendments or time has been allowed for
the proper scrutiny of bills.

Parliament has operated under those restrictions in
the past; the government has treated Parliament
with contempt. Indeed, tOnight's debate reflects that
attitude. The opposition was asked earlier whether it
would give leave for debate to occur tonight about
the adoption of sessional orders. We said we
opposed the sessional orders, and that it would be
appropriate for the house to have question time at 10
a.m. tomorrow. The Leader of the House replied, 'I
will start up the Parliament tomorrow at 2 p.m.' The
government refuses to have question time at 10 a.m.,
and runs away from that form of scrutiny. It is not
prepared to allow Parliament to provide
opportunities for all honourable members including members of the opposition to contribute to
debate on bills.
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been made available. That attitude does not reflect
well on Parliament. The opposition does not support
the global guillotine imposed on legislation by the
government.
The opposition also expresses concern about
grievance debates, which are effectively at the whim
of the government rather than as a right that former
Parliaments enjoyed. In those and other ways, the
sessional orders are less than satisfactory. The
opposition would like debate about the standing
orders, to see if agreement to improve the standard
of debates can be reached.
The opposition has the same concerns as those it
expressed 12 months ago. Given that those concerns
were expressed at that time, the opposition will not
call for a division on this motion. However,
Parliament is not being used to its best advantage;
there is insufficient time for legislative debate and
for amendments to be moved in the committee
stages. The opposition continues to have ongoing
concerns.
Mr LEIGHTON (Preston) - Through the
proroguing of Parliament and the Governor's
address today, the government would have us
believe it has paused and changed direction.
However, tonight the sessional orders proposed by
the government demonstrate that it will bore on, full
steam ahead, as it did previously.

Between 1988 and 1992, when the Labor Party was
in government, only about four bills a year were
declared urgent -and that occurred only after
extensive debates. Examples of the length of debate
on four bills in one year are 12.5 hours, 15 hours, 22
hours and 23 hours. Now we are continuously faced
with a block of legislation, with many bills not being
debated at all.

I cannot support the proposed sessional orders. I
understand the conflict in the chamber between a
government that desires to implement a business
program, the independence of Parliament, the
accountability of the government to the chamber
and the rights of honourable members. Every
honourable member will be aware of that continuing
conflict.

During this year's autumn sessional period the
government rammed through 127 bills in the final
week, with the gag being imposed on seven. Those
bills included one that attacked student unions, one
that separated the electricity distribution authorities
and one to provide for compulsory competitive
tendering for councils. All were passed without the
opportunity for anything like appropriate
parliamentary scrutiny. Until I raised a point of
order, Parliament had even been asked to vote on
amendments that had not been circulated in this
place.

Over time Victorians have seen a steady movement
from the Westminster tradition so that power
resides firmly with the government. The sessional
orders demonstrate the trend of the past two years;
now no balance can be found. Standing orders and
sessional orders should at least attempt to reflect
some compromise between parties on both sides of
Parliament. However, that is not the case with these
sessional orders which are Simply presented to
Parliament because the government has the
numbers to push them through. It is a pity the
government has not made more use of the Standing
Orders Committee to achieve consensus between the
parties thereby providing mechanisms for the

Honourable members want the opportunity to
scrutinise legislation, but the opportunities have not
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government to process its business and, at the same
time, protecting the rights of individual members.

that it is reasonable to have a couple of hours to
debate a bill.

Some of the worst features of the standing orders
adopted during the autumn sessional period have
been continued in these sessional orders. As the
honourable member for Pascoe Vale said, the
arrangements for grievance debates remain a
concern of the opposition. Under the standing orders
that should apply, the opposition has an absolute
right for grievance day debates every third
Thursday the house sits. However, the sessional
orders mean that grievance days will become a gift
of the government because a resolution of the house
is necessary to fix the date for any grievance day.

In the second-last week of the last session the motion

Mr Steggall - We used to get one grievance day
only.
Mr LEIGHTON - I do not accept that. Because
of the way in which some third Thursdays fell, I
recall occasions when extra attempts were made to
accommodate the then opposition. The standing
orders made it clear that grievance day was a right.
The proposed sessional orders provide no
commitment to a grievance day debate. The
government need not fix the dates for grievance
days by resolution. In any event, any grievance day
would be truncated and would provide members
with less capacity to exercise their rights.
These sessional orders continue to allow members
only 3 minutes rather than 5 minutes on the
adjournment debate at the end of each Sitting day.
While it can be argued that more members have an
opportunity to raise matters, we all know that if a
member, especially an opposition member, raises a
matter that is potentially embarrassing to the
government, government members are able to raise
spurious points of order that take up the 3 minutes.

required 13 bills to be passed by the end of that
sitting week. In the last week 16 bills were to be
passed. To the extent that an opposition can indicate
its priority for having bills debated, even if only a
couple of hours per bill is allowed for, one will never
get the opportunity to debate each bill.
It should be understood by all members that under
such an arrangement bills will be passed with no
more than a prepared second-reading speech and no
member will have the opportunity to participate in
the debate.
It is even worse than that because debates on other
bills have been truncated. The honourable member
for Pascoe Vale referred to several bills in the last
week of the last session. One bill I was responsible
for handling was the Local Government
(Competitive Tendering) Bill. I recall that my reply
was very brief; one government member made a
small contribution and that was the end of the
debate. That bill dealt with one of the most
important issues facing the state over the past few
years, and all members in this place did not have thE'
opportunity to contribute to the debate. On that
basis there is a second category of bills which one
has only one or two hours to debate.

One of my main concerns about the proposed
sessional orders is the operation of the government
business program. While it provides for the Leader
of the House or his representative, or the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition or his representative, there
is no mechanism to encourage consensus. In most
cases it is a matter of the Leader of the House saying,
'11tis is the number of bills that will be processed
this week, and you can take it or leave it'.

The third defect is that while there may be some
limited debate in this place on the second-reading
speech on certain bills, there is never the
opportunity for debate in committee, or if there is, it
is truncated. I recall the lengths the government
went to to protect the Minister for Finance when the
Superannuation (Public Sector) Bill was debated.
When the bill went into committee the Minister for
Finance was so embarrassed by the debate on clause
1 that the government adjourned debate for the rest
of the week. That bill sat at the bottom of the priority
list and there was never the poSSibility of further
examining it in committee. The government is not
only treating this house with contempt, but it is
treating its own members with contempt. It is a
matter that the government will regret in the future.
It should attempt to find another mechanism to
resolve the way business is managed in this place.

As I recall, during the first full week of the operation
of the government business program at the
beginning of the last sittings the government
resolved that by the end of the sitting week debate
was to be concluded on seven bills. One might say

Perhaps the Standing Orders Committee would be a
suitable vehicle, or there should be direct discussion
between the parties, but an attempt should be made
to restore the balance between the government
requiring bills to be passed in this place and the

BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE
Tuesday. 6 September 1994

ASSEMBLY

Televising and broadcasting of
proceedings

rights and privileges of individual members being
recognised.
The sessional orders are still lopsided. The
government has claimed that in some way they are
based on arrangements made in federal Parliament,
where the government can set a business program
for the week which detennines which bills are
passed. This government has not gone far enough
because it is still not possible for members of the
public and interested groups to know precisely
when the bill they are interested in will be debated.
One can still not look at the program and say that at
3 o'clock next Wednesday afternoon a particular bill
will be debated. Sessional orders are lopsided
because the government has not provided certain
benefits to the opposition in return.
There is a balance in the federal Parliament that is
not applied to these sessional orders. The federal
opposition has the capacity to decide which of its
motions will be debated during general business,
whereas in this place there is the archaic procedure
where at the start of the session a number of motions
on the notice paper are moved and one is debated
each week. Whether the motion is moved by a
government backbencher or by a member of the
opposition, the subject can be very dated by the time
it is debated several years after it has been put on the
notice paper. That is a waste of the time of this house.
The other alternative is for the opposition to move
an urgency motion or an adjournment motion.
Again we have to meet quaint and archaic
provisions to introduce such motions. If the
government is to insist it has the right to ram
through its bills program, it should give some
concessions, which it has hinted at previously but
has never delivered, such as allowing the opposition
to say, for example, that on Wednesday morning a
certain motion will be debated or that the opposition
wishes to introduce a private member's bill.
In conclusion, despite having prorogued Parliament
all the government has done is to pick up almost the
same sessional orders as it did for the last sessional
period. It is clear that it will continue ramming bills
through up to the rate of 16 or 17 a week by the end
of this session and in so doing will not allow the
opportunity for adequate community consultation
or for individual members to air their concerns in
this place. For those reasons I oppose the motion.

Motion agreed to.
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Mr GUDE (Minister for Industry and
Employment) By leave, I move:
1.

That this house authorises (a) the television recording of Legislative Assembly
proceedings, excluding debate on a motion
that grievances be noted and debate on a
motion moved by a minister for the
adjournment of the house at the end of a day's
proceedings: and
(b) the broadcasting and rebroadcasting on radio
and television stations of recorded sound
excerpts of proceedings in the Legislative
Assembly commencing at the time fixed for
the meeting of the house until the motion is
moved or the question is proposed (and is not
put forthwith and negatived) for the
adjournment of the house.

2.

That the following conditions apply and any breach
of these conditions may result in the immediate
suspension of privileges by the Speaker:
(a) Sound recording pursuant to paragraph 1(a)
and 1(b) shall only be recorded from the audio
signal of proceedings transmitted by the
house monitoring system by representatives
of accredited media organisations. No
alteration to the sound relay equipment is
permitted without the permission of
Mr Speaker. The use of separate recording
equipment by television stations is not
permitted.
(b) Television recording shall not commence until
the conclusion of the prayer.
(c)

Television recording and excerpts pursuant to
paragraph l(b) shall be used only for the
purposes of fair and accurate reports of
proceedings and reasonable balance between
both sides of the house is to be achieved by
avoiding undue concentration on anyone
member.

(d) Television recording and excerpts relating to
paragraph 1(b) shall not be used for:
(i)

political party advertising or election
campaigns;

(ii) satire or ridicule;
(iii) commercial sponsorship or commercial

advertising; or
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(iv) television station advertisements or
promotion.
(e) Television recording of any particular
proceeding must provide equality between
government and non-government members.
(f)

Television reports of proceedings shall be such
as to provide a balanced presentation of
differing views and may not include the
rebroadcast of events in the chamber
unrelated to the proceedings of the house.

(g) Television excerpts and excerpts relating to
paragraph 1(b) must be placed in context.
Commentators should identify members at
least by name.
(h) Television excerpts shall not misrepresent any
proceeding before the house, or the seating
position, or office held by any member of the
house.
(i)

All filming shall be conducted in accordance
with guidelines issued by the Speaker.

(;)

Points of order or remarks withdrawn are not to
be rebroadcast.

(k) Media personnel are required to obey any
instruction given by the Speaker or the
Speaker's delegates.
Motion agreed to.
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office of the Ministry for Planning a copy of the
Greater Geelong Planning Scheme. On checking the
amendments that had recently been approved and
incorporated into the scheme I noted on the last
page of the scheduled amendments that RL61 Part I
came into operation on 23 June 1994. According to
the schedule, that part rezoned the south-east corner
of Shell Road and Tuckfield Street, Ocean Grove,
from reserved residential to local business.
However, according to the amendment exhibited, it
is rezoned into three parts.
The first part was a rezoning of 3600 square metres
on the south-east corner of Grubb Road and Shell
Road, Ocean Grove from reserved residential to
local business, which was very controversial. The
second was to rezone a 302 square metre section of
Tuckfield Street to arterial road reservation. The
third was the inclusion of 11.3 hectares of the Shell
Road reserve into an existing public open space
reservation.
The la tter two items drew no objections and were
sent to the minister as a renumbered part I. The first
item was sent to an independent panel, and in a
report dated 21 July, 1994, Jermifer Moles
recommended against it. However, the item in the
schedule to the Greater Geelong Planning Scheme
shows that the 302 square metres has been approved
for rezoning to local business, not arterial road
reservation.

Proclamation: fixing operative dates
Mr GUDE (Minister for Industry and
Employment) By leave, I move:
That this house authorises and requires the Clerk to lay
on the table copies of proclamations of His Excellency
the Governor in Council fixing dates for the coming
into operation of acts, as published in the Government
Gazette from time to time.
Motion agreed to.

ADJOURNMENT
Mr GUDE (Minister for Industry and
Employment) - I move:

Last week a panel considering objections to RL83
was informed that the rezoning of the 3600 square
metres had been approved on the basis of the
schedule and the fact that this was the only rezoning
to local business requested. After being told by an
officer of the City of Greater Geelong that the item
had not been approved, the panel no longer took it
into consideration in its determinations on RL83.
I ask the minister to investigate this matter urgently
and take all necessary steps to remove any
anomalies in the approval of this amendment. I ask
him to correct the shambles that is currently being
created so that the incorrect zoning is corrected, the
publiC is informed and, if necessary, the panel
considering RL83 is reconvened with the proper
information before it.

That the house do now adjourn.

Lysterfield Primary School
Greater Geelong Planning Scheme: RL61
Mr LONEY (Geelong North) - I raise a matter
for consideration by the Minister for Planning. On
3 August this year I purchased from the Olderfleet

Mr LUPTON (Knox) - I ask the Minister for
Natural Resources to direct to the attention of the
Minister for Roads and Ports in another place the
Lysterfield Primary School in Wellington Road,

ADJOURNMENT
Tuesday, 6 September 1994

ASSEMBLY

Lysterfield. I request that the minister investigate the
possibility of introducing reduced speed zones in
the area.
Lysterfield Primary School is situated on Wellington
Road, which is a narrow, very busy, two-lane road
with unmade shoulders at the edge. As is common
with most of the roads around my area they are an
echo of the previous government when no money
was spent on the maintenance of roads. The school is
in an isolated area with no close residential
development at all. It is difficult to meet the
necessary cri teria and therefore this particular school
does not have a school crossing. Because there is no
school crossing and because of the distances they
travel, the vast majority of children are taken to
school by car, which means their parents have to do
right or left-hand turns to enter the school property
from Wellington Road.
Over recent months the speed limit near the school
has been increased from 75 to 80 kilometres per
hour. As I said, the road is very narrow. It is
becoming extremely dangerous for the parents to
turn into and exit from the school when taking their
children to school or picking them up after school.
The suggestion has been made that the speed limit
be reduced during the time children are going to
and from school, as occurs around the BaHara t
district.
The proposal is that the reduced speed limit apply in
that area only for half an hour twice a day, from
8.30 a.m. to 9.00 a.m. and probably from 3.00 p.m.
until 3.30 p.m. I ask the minister to investigate the
matter to see whether there is any pOSSibility of this
plan being implemented. The teachers at the school
are prepared to change the speed signs from 80 to 40
kilometres per hour for half an hour before and after
school. I ask the minister to investigate the matter.

Greater Geelong Planning Scheme: RL90
Mr DOLLlS (Richmond) - I raise for the
attention of the Minister for Planning a matter
relating to amendment RL90 of the Greater Geelong
Planning Scheme, otherwise known as the Bay Link
proposal. The minister will be aware that a panel is
currently convened to hear objections to RL90. The
minister will also be aware that, due to the sloppy
practices of the council, RL90 has had to be exhibited
on three different occasions. The minister also
knows that the panel was announced three days
prior to his approving its composition and that that
took place in spite of the provisions of section 159 of
the Planning and Environment Act.
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The minister will agree that the commissioners of
the City of Greater Geelong have acted
inappropriately and have exceeded their authority
in announcing the formation of the panel before
receiving the minister's approval. In that regard, I
would like to know why the minister signed the
approval three days later. Is it true that the minister
signed only after the press made inquiries of his
office, asking if and when he signed the particular
approval? Is the minister aware that, despite his
referring to the matter in correspondence to me, the
honourable member for Geelong North, and the City
of Greater Geelong, last Wednesday the panel was
still not aware of the minister's correspondence and
that the City of Greater Geelong replied to the
correspondence without having referred the matter
to the panel?
Is the minister aware that a submission from the
Geelong Trades Hall Council objecting to the
proposal was not passed on to the panel by the City
of Greater Geelong and that it was only after the
panel discovered in other documents that that was
the case that the Geelong Trades Hall Council was
invited to appear? Will the minister now initiate an
inquiry to establish whether there were any major
irregularities? If so, when will the minister announce
the composition and timetable for the inquiry?
One thing is certain: ministerial power is given to
the minister only and is not to be exercised by some
appointed commissioners who perceive themselves
to be in a far greater and more important position
than the elected representatives of this state. In that
case the authority is given to the minister and
should be exercised by the minister himself.

Gunbower V/Line coach service
Mr MAUGHAN (Rodney) - I raise for the
attention of the Minister for Public Transport the
provision of a V/Line coach service between
GW1bower and Echuca. As members on this side of
the house will know, Gunbower is a town on the
Murray Valley Highway apprOximately midway
between Cohuna and Echuca, and the distance to the
nearest town is 43 or 45 kilometres.
Gunbower is a very pleasant town chosen by many
people for their retirement, so it has a
disproportionate number of elderly people on
pensions. Many of them do not have their own
transport. There is no transport link between
Gunbower and the nearest town that provides
health, banking, legal, accounting and other
specialist services, which is Echuca.
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Previously the V/Line coach service from Barham to
Melbourne went via Gunbower and Echuca. The bus
service has now been diverted, going through
Lockington to Rochester and thence to Melbourne. It
now goes via Echuca and Gunbower only on a
Sunday. Although the service is appreciated by the
people of Lockington, it provides no service for the
people of Gunbower to get to Echuca and return.

1992-93 financial year not 1 cent of the education
budget was expended in the electorate of Yan Yean.
No-one who visited the school could say that it
should not have a high priority, and I ask the
minister to examine the master plan and afford it the
high priority it deserves. I shall be available to
accompany the minister on an inspection of the
school if he wishes to view it.

I received a letter on behalf of the people of
Gunbower from Mrs Beth Henson and a petition
signed by 137 citizens of Gunbower asking the
minister to investigate whether the existing service
can go - perhaps not every day of the week because
the people of Lockington must be looked after - to
Melbourne via Echuca and on return go via Echuca
so that the people of Gunbower can go to Echuca for
their medical needs or other appointments and
return to Gunbower by public transport. I hope the
minister can investigate this matter and
accommodate the wishes of the people of Gunbower.

Water industry: baseline plan

Diamond Creek Primary School
Mr HAERMEYER (Yan Yean) - I direct to the
attention of the Minister for Education the problems
facing the Diamond Creek Primary School, which is
currently in its 124th year and which will be
celebrating that anniversary next year. During that
long period, but particularly recently, the school has
offered excellent programs for the Diamond Creek
community, and its high standards have been
acknowledged both by this government and the
fonner Labor government. However, the one thing
that detracts from the school is the standard of its
buildings and facilities, which are in need of a major
upgrade.
The Diamond Creek community is growing and the
school is having difficulty coping with that growth.
The existing buildings must be brought up to scratch
because they are old and run down. The school
needs room to accommodate the growth taking
place in the community. It is for this reason that the
school has developed a master plan, which I have
viewed and believe to be excellent. It is a long-term
vision for the future and entails an expenditure of
slightly more than $800 000 over a long period, but
in the immediate or short term certain needs have
been identified that will require the expenditure of
approximately $300 000 to $350 000.
The school community will make an enormous
effort to provide much of the funding to support the
master plan, but I ask the minister to give the school
the high priority it deserves. I note that in the

Mr JASPER (Murray Valley) - I direct to the
attention of the Minister for Natural Resources the
baseline plan for the water industry, but particularly
the new arrangements for north-eastern Victoria.
The minister will be aware that the original plan for
north-eastern Victoria recommended one water
board, which would have included water authorities
based on the Wodonga-Murray-Kiewa system and
the Ovens system.
The consultative committee established in
north-eastern Victoria investigated all options
relating to the setting up of water authorities in that
region in consultation with officers from the
Department of Conservation and Natural Resources.
A report prepared by the consultative committee
and submitted to the minister recommended two
major water authorities, one based at Wodonga
taking in the Murray-Kiewa Valley and the second
based at Wangaratta to be known as the Ovens
system, including the town of Yarrawonga. The
report had an addendum that the Rutherglen Water
Authority be included in the
Wodonga-Murray-Kiewa system. I am concerned at
the minister's announcement late last week that the
two authorities would be established while
recommending that Rutherglen, which is currently
in the Wodonga-Murray-Kiewa system should be
shifted to the Ovens-Wangaratta system.
For some years the Rutherglen-Wahgunyah water
works trusts in conjunction with the Chiltern and
Kiewa water trusts have operated under the control
of the City of Wodonga. That worked effectively,
and major plans for the next 5 to 10 years were
developed for upgrading the water supply to the
area. The people of Rutherglen and Wahgunyah
believe they should continue to be included in the
Wodonga-Murray-Kiewa water system. I seek
assistance from the minister and ask him to agree to
the continuation of the current arrangements.
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Coburg police station
Mr CARLI (Coburg) - I raise for the attention of
the Minister for Police and Emergency Services the
future of the Coburg police station and whether it
will be redeveloped. The redevelopment of the
station had priority under the accelerated
infrastructure program of the fonner Labor
government. The station is run down and the
Victoria Police acknowledge that it needs to be
upgraded so that it is appropriate for police to work
in.

No money has been spent on the station for some
time and it is unfit to accommodate police. In fact,
10 officers have been transferred to other police
stations in the district. The community is concerned
about the future of the station and whether it is
dying a slow death. The facilities of the station are
restricting the ability of the police to act on behalf of
the community. Recent crime statistics indicate that
the area has a high incidence of burglaries, car thefts
and drug offences, so it is important that there be a
strong police presence as a deterrent to crime.
The station is suffering because of government
cutbacks, which have been so severe that they have
restricted the ability of the police to service the area.
As I said, 10 officers have been transferred from the
station, which has meant a reduction in the number
of patrols and foot police in the area.
I ask the minister to examine the issue to see
whether the station can be redeveloped. I am more
than happy to take him to the station. The people of
Coburg should have a new station in the medium to
short term.

Railway stations: Seaford, Kananook and
Frankston
Mr WEIDEMAN (Franks ton) - In the absence of
the Minister for Public Transport I direct to the
attention of the Minister for Education a matter
relating to the Seaford, Kananook and Frankston
railway stations. The minister would be aware that
over recent years a number of murders have been
carried out in the Frankston area and the situation
has become serious, particularly in relation to
Kananook station. The case of Paul Denyer has been
in the press in recent months. The community is
incensed at the mercy shown to Denyer, and his
reduction in the sentence has again raised
community concern.

49

On behalf of my colleague the honourable member
for Frankston East and me, I would say that the most
serious social issue we have experienced in
Frankston - certainly during the time I have been a
member of Parliament - has been the problem of
the security of our community, particularly the
security of women and particularly their protection
from people such as Paul Denyer. Three women
were murdered in those serial killings.

The minister will also be aware that another lady
disappeared from Kananook station, and no trace of
her has ever been found. That is another example of
the seriousness of the situation. The body of another
person was found in a barrel on the MOrnington
Peninsula.
In a short period there have been five murders on

the Mornington Peninsula, and four of them have
been associated with Kananook railway station. The
council has asked that the new premier station
program, which is being run at Carrum and
Frankston, be extended to Kananook and Seaford
because we feel that the community needs that extra
concern and consideration. The council has written
to the minister and has shown that monitoring and
other surveillance are being carried out during the
day. But it is not the day that we are considering; it
is in the evening after the normal hours when
surveillance has finished.
I would suggest to the minister that he consider this
request. My colleague the honourable member for
Frankston East and I believe the community needs
special care for a short time. I would have to say that
the way the police in our area -particularly the
young policemen who came down - continue to
carry out their duties is unbelievably good. It
seemed that the conduct of those policemen and the
work they did during that time to convince the
community that they were in safe hands was an
unbelievable job, and I congratulate the Minister for
Police and Emergency Services and his police.
I ask the Minister for Public Transport to give some
time to considering the problem in our community.
It is a most serious issue that has confronted the
community and I can assure all honourable
members that if they had five murders in their areas
they would see how that would concern their
communities. As honourable members know a
community meeting was attended by more than
1000 people.
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Berwick-Narre Warren bypass
Mr HAMILTON (Morwell) - I raise a matter for
the attention of the Minister for Roads and Ports in
another place and ask that the Minister for Natural
Resources bring it to his attention. It concerns the
projected completion date, or more importantly
commencement date, for the Berwick-Narre Warren
bypass. This is a matter of some concern to all of us
who travel in to Melbourne from the east and all of
my constituents in the Latrobe Valley. I imagine
some ministers when visiting our part of the world
would find this a major improvement to the passage
in to Melbourne and on to Mulgrave.
The matter was brought to my attention by the
Labor candidate for the seat of Berwick, Ms Jean
Lyon. The minister would be aware, as I imagine
honourable members in this house would be aware,
of an ongoing campaign by the City of Berwick to
have the bypass completed so it can improve the
economic growth in the Berwick area and overcome
traffic problems. As was said by interjection a
minute ago, the Labor government actually had this
project on the roads program to be completed. The
thing which is upsetting the community is that there
have been reports that the minister has said, 'We are
going to put this on the never-never'. In fact it may
not even be thought about until after the end of the
century. The matter is of some urgency. Reports that
the minister says, 'We have to build the Domain
tunnel' which we understand will be funded by
private invesbnent, and that priority for the Berwick
road has to go below that for the Western bypass,
which is being funded by the federal government,
seem to make the reported decisions by the minister
in need of questioning. The eastern region
community would like the minister to put this road
on the program, making sure that it is not on the
never-never but with a fixed completion date before
the end of the century.

Kindergarten subsidy
Mr McARTHUR (Monbulk) - I draw a matter to
the attention of the Minister for Community Services
relating to the extra $75 payment available to
parents of kindergarten children who are the holders
of health care cards. These payments were made
available by the department earlier this year to
people who held health care cards to improve
conditions in kindergartens. As I understand it
applications were assessed by the department on the
census day in February this year.
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The issue I draw to the minister's attention relates to
parents who either applied for or received health
care cards after the census date. I understand a
number of parents who received health care cards
following the census date have applied to the
department for the extra $75 kindergarten subsidy,
but until now they have been advised that there was
no provision for it to be paid as the condition was
that those who are eligible had to be holders of cards
prior to the census date in February. A number of
these parents have approached my office on the
matter, and after some discussions with them and
the various kindergartens involved and with my
colleague in the other place the Honourable
Rosemary Varty, I discussed the matter with the
minister earlier this year.
The minister spent a good deal of time with us
discussing this issue, and I believe he was
favourably considering the points that we made to
him at the time. The thing I would like some
clarification on now is whether he has had time to go
through the figures with his department and to
make a decision on making the $75 payment
available to the parents who received their health
care cards following the census date in February. I
understand the minister has been actively
considering the matter and I know the parents are
anxiously awaiting his decision on it. I am hoping
that tOnight he will be able to inform honourable
members that he has actually made a decision and is
able to make this payment available for parents who
received their health care cards follOWing the cut-off
date.

Kealba Secondary College
Mr SEITZ (Keilor) - I raise a matter for the
attention of the Minister for Education on behalf of
Kealba Secondary College. I am grateful to the
minister for allocating funds for major maintenance
work on the school; it has long been overdue. The
problem that has arisen is that this time around the
funds that are allocated -and I hope there will be
more money allocated in the budget
tomorrow - need to be sufficient to complete the
job and the roof. There is a discrepancy of some
$100 000 for the work that needs to be done on the
roof.
Being familiar with that school, I know that it has
leaks all over the roof. It is a flat roof with box
gutterings, and to repair it properly you have to start
again, redeck the whole roof and put in new box
gutterings. The school has spent all of its
maintenance money on fixing up the patches. I urge
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the minister - considering the budget is now
due - to have a look at that as a matter of urgency
so that this job can be done properly and so that the
minister and I can be there when it is completed one
day and be proud of the work that has been carried
out.

Responses
Mr MACLELLAN (Minister for Planning) - The
honourable member for Geelong North asked me to
investigate a matter that he raised, and I shall do so.

The Deputy Leader of the Opposition raised a
planning matter relating to amendment RL90 which
refers to Bay Link and Geelong and which is being
considered by an independent panel. I am sure the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition will join with me
in preferring that the independent panel be allowed
to conclude its consideration of the issues before it
so that it can make its recommendation to the local
council without any political interference or
pressure. The recent publicity in local newspapers
and statements made by various members of
Parliament would not have made it easy for the
independent panel to give the issues the proper
consideration they deserve.
If I were to join in that political slanging match, I
would point out that for many years the honourable
member for Geelong North was a member of the
former Geelong Regional Commission and
presumably had every opportunity to sort out the
Bay Unk. issue, but did not do so. Of course, it is
always left to an incoming government, particularly
a coalition government, to deal with such issues and this issue is being dealt with. The matter is
being left to an independent panel to report on.

The Deputy Leader of the Opposition asked me
when I signed the appointment of the panel, as if
that were of any moment. I advise him that there are
two pieces of paper. The first which comes to me
from a barrel person, if I can call him that, contains
perhaps 10 names from the complete panellist.
Although there may be 100 people on the full list
only 10 will be named on any panellist relating to a
particular issue. On the RL90 amendment 10 names
of people with the classification of skills required to
deal with the issue may have been suggested. From
that list I will mark somebody to chair the panel and
others to be members of the panel. At that stage the
registrar, if I can call him that, has put to me a
selection of names from the panellist and I have
indicated the ones I wish to appoint and I sign that
paper.
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Inevitably from time to time members of the panel
list are otherwise engaged. Sometimes without
anyone knowing about it there is a potential conflict
of interest. Some people may have been interested in
the matter or given advice on it. They may have
worked with a consultancy that had given advice or
been involved in the application. There are all sorts
of reasons why people are not available or wish not
to be available. Sometimes the person nominated as
the chair may have other panel duties or other
private duties and may not be available.
As a result of the first piece of paper several
nominated persons are approached to see whether
they are prepared to undertake the duties. As soon
as that information is available the department takes
action on it. In other words, the chair is willing to
accept the position of chair and the other members
are prepared to accept the positions as panel
members. They then notify the local responsible
authority which has to get the hall or meeting room
ready. They then notify all the people who have
made submissions or suggestions or wish to be
heard by the panel when it convenes.
The second piece of paper that comes to me contains
the names of people whom I have already
nominated and chosen, including the chair and other
members of the panel, and that is the one I sign, and
that, I suppose, is the instrument of appointment.
The issue raised on this occasion is that the cOWlcil,
on being apprised of the acceptance by the chairman
and the panel members of their nomination for the
role, made some announcement about it and
apparently that announcement preceded my signing
the second piece of paper.
The Deputy Leader of the Opposition asked me
whether I was going to have an inquiry into the
matter. No, I am not. I intend to allow the panel,
which is an independent, properly appointed panel
and which has been given the responsibility of
hearing the submissions and objection, every
opportunity to do so quietly and without pressure. I
suggest to the Deputy Leader of the Opposition and
the honourable member for Geelong North that
they, too, should allow the panel the courtesy of
being able to hear and determine the matter without
improper and Wldue pressure. Before he makes any
further statements on the matter I remind the
honourable member for Geelong North that, as a
member of the Geelong Regional Commission that
owned the land, he had every opportunity of
making decisions about Bay Link, of getting it up
and running and of having his imprint on the
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decision. But he simply wants to be a nark. He wants
to criticise the submissions and suggestions of other
people without playing a positive role or having
something good to say about it.
It is all right to be the critic or the nark - that is the
opposition's role and the honourable member fits it
beautifully - but he has no positive suggestions. He
would be better to let the independent panel deal
with the matter quietly without pressure and
without his trying to grandstand about it. He should
allow the report to go to the council and allow the
council to make its decision, whether he likes it or
not. If the council wishes to persist with an
amendment he can send it to me with all the
submissions, suggestions, panel report and council's
response to it. I promise the honourable member for
Geelong North and the honourable members for
Geelong and Bellarine - the other two local
members - that when I receive the panel's report,
submissions, suggestions and the council's response
I will allow time for honourable members to make
submissions because at that time I will have further
possibilities in front of me. I can accept, reject or
vary the amendment. That is the time local members
may like to take the opportunity of having some
input into the matter, but they should leave the
independent panel free to hear the submissions of
the honest, ordinary local people without pressure
being imposed on them by the public statements of
the honourable member for Geelong North
published in local newspapers and, incidentally, the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition.

Mr JOHN (Minister for Community Services) The honourable member for Monbulk raised the
$75 health care card grant relating to kindergartens.
The government wants to ensure that children from
low-income families have access to preschool
services in this state. Several months ago it
introduced the $75 health care card grant to be paid
to preschool committees to reduce the fees payable
by low-income families.
For a variety of reasons a number of families did not
register their eligibility for this additional per capita
grant with their preschools in early February. As a
result, concerns have been raised - and the
honourable member for Monbulk has raised the
concerns again - about whether those families can
afford to send their children to preschools or,
alternatively, whether preschools with discount
policies for all health card families can cover the
costs if they do not receive the $75 a head.
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In recognition of these problems and the matters
raised by the honourable member I have decided to
accept applications for late health care card
enrolments and an additional payment will be
forthcoming this month.

This should assist those families. I thank the
honourable member for Monbulk for the effort that
he made in raising this matter. I am sure it is of
concern to all honourable members that we ensure
children from low-income families have access to
this benefit.
As I said before, this year a record 93 per cent of
eligible children attended kindergartens, compared
with 89 per cent in 1993. In addition, this year more
services have operated in this state for kindergarten
children: 1324 services compared with 1275 last year.
For the first time ever, this year 57 preschool
programs are offered in child-care centres and 16
kindergarten services operate in independent or
private schools. There is no doubt that we have
offered the people of Victoria, and young families in
particular, flexibility and convenience for parentskey components of our reforms.
In addition, over 70 per cent of preschools offer
more than one service. This year Victorian
kindergarten fees are most affordable: across the
state on average the fees charged are between $8 and
$10 a week and in the country people are paying on
average $5 a week. This compares favourably with
other states such as New South Wales, where on
average the fee is $30 a week, and Queensland,
where on average it is $25 a week.

The government has also recognised the difficulties
of isolated rural services. This year it has provided
the additional category of $1500 per capita for
isolated rural services, be they preschool or mobile
outreach services, with fewer than 15 children
The government is committed to ensuring that all
children have an opportunity to benefit from a
quality preschool program, and I am pleased to say
that the kindergarten reforms have been a great
success. I thank the honourable member for
Monbulk and I reaffirm to honourable members that
we will pay the additional $75 health care card grant
to people who have been late in making applications.
Mr COLEMAN (Minister for Natural
Resources) - The honourable member for Murray
Valley raised an issue concerning my administration
in respect to the baseline plan, distributed in March
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this year, that proposed a range of restructures in the
water industry. The honourable member is
concerned at the proposal that there be a single
water authority for north-eastern Victoria.

Subsequent to the release of the plan there was a lot
of consultation and it was accepted that a two-valley
option ought to apply in the north-east. Last week in
Wodonga I indicated that that would be the
outcome of the consultation.
Part of that process was to put into place a set of
criteria, one of which was a $10 million per annum
turnover for the new authorities. In order to get the
two-valley proposal up, Rutherglen was required to
be included in the Ovens proposal.
I accept that some two years ago Rutherglen was
amalgamated into an authority presently run by the
Rural City of Wodonga, along with, as I recall,
Chiltern, Barnawartha, Wahgunyah and
Tangambalanga, which is based on the situation in
lower Keilor. That authority has been very effective
in its amalgamated state. Clearly some concern was
expressed by the honourable member about
Rutherglen being disaggregated back out of what
has been a successful operation.
Prior to finalising this arrangement we will give it
further consideration and come back to the
honourable member with a response on what the
finalisation of the matter should be.
The honourable member for Knox raised the issue of
the Lysterfield Primary School and demonstrated a
real concern about the narrow carriageway on
Wellington Road and the risks associated with
parents dropping off kiddies at that school. At least
one death has occurred there, and the community is
concerned. I will raise the matter with the Minister
for Roads and Ports in another place and ensure that
the honourable member gets a response from him as
soon as possible.
The honourable member for Morwell raised the
matter of the Narre Warren bypass, also for the
attention of the Minister for Roads and Ports in
another place. One would have thought that, given
the number of times the honourable member has
travelled from Morwell to Melbourne along that
road, particularly when he actually had the capadty
to influence the process himself, he might have got it
a bit higher up the list than it might have been. I
rather fancy that, given the pre-election no-freeways
policy of the previous government, it was not even
on the list, but so be it.
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Again, this is a matter that I will raise with the
Minister for Roads and Ports in another place. Most
importantly, I do not think it is on the never-never
list. I think it was consigned there by the previous
government, and this government will place a
somewhat different priority on it.
The honourable member for Rodney raised for the
attention of the Minister for Public Transport the bus
service available for Gunbower connecting to
Echuca. The people in Lockington will not be too
impressed with a bus service being removed again,
but it is a matter I will have taken up with the
Minister for Public Transport to see whether another
service altogether can be put in to service Gunbower
regularly.
The honourable member for Yan Yean raised for the
attention of the Minister for Education the Diamond
Creek Primary School, which is seeking $800 000 for
long-term work on a 124-year-old facility.
The honourable member for Keilor also raised the
matter of the Kealba Secondary School. He made it
dear that funds are flowing into these schools, but
made a bid for a further $100 000 for work to be
done there, notwithstanding the fact that it has
obviously already had a substantial allocation. Both
those issues will be raised with the Minister for
Education.
The honourable member for Coburg raised the
matter of the Coburg police station. The way he put
it one would have thought that this building had
fallen into disrepair in the past two years. Clearly
that is not the case. One would have thought that his
predecessor, given the period of time that he was
Treasurer, might have done something about the
Coburg police station, but nevertheless - An honourable member interjected.
Mr COLEMAN - You had a plan for a new
police station; is that it? How many of those did you
have? How many plans were there?
An honourable member interjected.
Mr COLEMAN - The funny money stuff; that's
right. You build them and we will occupy them. It is
a matter which I will have raised with the Minister
for Police and Emergency Services.
The honourable member for Frankston raised a
matter of general community concern, particularly
to people living in the Kananook-Seaford area, about
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protection for individuals moving into the area. That
concern arose out of a recent court judgment.

Motion agreed to.
House adjourned 11.59.

I will raise the matter with the Minister for Public
Transport. Clearly it is of concern to the broader
community, as well as the Frankston community; I
think the community generally has an interest in this
issue.
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And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

By Mr Traynor (99 signatures).
The SPEAKER (Hon. J. E. Delzoppo) took the chair
at 10.05 a.m. and read the prayer.

PETmONS
The Clerk - I have received the following petitions
for presentation to Parliament

Playhouse, Ballarat
To the Honourable the Speaker and members of the
Legislative Assembly in Parliament assembled:

Slav-Macedonian prefix
To the Honourable the Speaker and members of the
Legislative Assembly in Parliament assembled:
The humble petition of the undersigned citizens of the
state of Victoria requests that the prefix
Slav-Macedonian be deleted from all government
publications and statements.
Your petitioners therefore pray that the government
restore the name Macedonian not Slav-Macedonian.
And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

The humble petition of the undersigned citizens of the
state of Victoria sheweth that children with long-term
disabilities in the Central Highlands region will suffer
severe hardship due to the closure of Playhouse.
Playhouse in Ballarat has provided early intervention
services to children with permanent disabilities since its
inception in 1986. The closure will subject these
children to long waiting lists for the essential services
they so desperately require.
Your petitioners therefore pray that health and
community services continue their eommibnent to
Playhouse to ensure the viability of early intervention
programs for families of children with long-term
disabilities in the Central Highlands region.
And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

By Mr Traynor (2399 signatures).

Valdora Minerals Mining Company
To the Honourable the Speaker and members of the
Legislative Assembly in Parliament assembled:
The humble petition of the undersigned citizens of
Ballarat East sheweth that the Valdora Minerals Mining
Company proposes to operate an open-cut mining
venture in the Tinworth Avenue, Mount Clear area, a
distance of 5.5 kilometres long by 400 metres wide.
Your petitioners therefore pray that the Minister for
Energy and Minerals grant our urgent request of
cessation of mining operations of VaJdora Minerals
N /L due to the detrimental and dangerous effects of
such a mining venture (open-cut mine) in a residential
area.

By Mrs Elliott (19 signatures).
Laid on table.

PAPERS
Laid on table by Oerle
Land Conservation Council - Final recommendations
for the Melbourne Area District 2 Review, July 1994

The following proclamations fixing operative dates
were laid upon the table by the Clerk pursuant to an
Order of the House dated 6 September 1994:
Accident Compensation (Amendment) Act 1994Sections 3, 4,5(3), (4) and (6) (a), 10,11, 12, 14,21,22,
23, 24, 25, 28, 31, 32(2), 33(2), and (3),38(1) (b), (d) and
(e), and (3),(a), (d) and (f), 44, 46, 47, 54(1) and (2),55,
56,59,66,68,69,70,71,72,73,74,75,79,80,83,84,85,
86,87,88,90(3), and (4),92(1), (4) and (5),94,95,96,97,
100,101,102,103,104,105,108,109,110,111,112,113,
114(2), 115, 116, 117, 119, 120, 121, 122, 123, 124, 125,
126, 127, 128 and 129 on 15 June 1994. Sections 5(2), (5),
(6)(b), (8) and (9),6,7,8, 9(c), (d) and (e), 20, 26, 27,29,
37,38(1), (a) and (c), (2), (3)(b), (c) and (e), and (4),39,
40,41(3) and (5),43,45, SO, 51, 53, 54(3), 58, 62(10), 63,
78,81,82,91,93,98,99, 114(1) and 118 on 1 July 1994
(Gtu..ette No. 537, 24 June 1994).
Agricultural Acts (Further Amendment) Act 1987 Section 40 on 1 September 1994 (Gazette No. G35, 1
September 1994).
Building Act 1993 - Remainder of Act (other than
sections 24(3),57(1) (b), 136 and 176(1) (a) (iv) to (vii)
and (d) on 1 July 1994 (Gazette No. 542, 1 July 1994).
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Casino Control (Miscellaneous Amendments) Act
1994 - Remaining provisions (except for sections 17,
18,19 and 20) on 2 June 1994 (Gazette No. G22, 2 June
1994). Remaining provisions on 17 June 1994 (Gazette
No. G24, 16 June 1994).
Drugs, Poisons and Controlled Substances
(Amendment) Act 1994 - Sections 8, 11 and 18 on 10
September 1994. Remaining provisions of Part 3 on 11
September 1994 (Gazette No. G33, 18 August 1994).
Electricity Industry (Amendment) Act 1994 -Sections
4(2}, 14(1}, 21{l}, 21(3}, 22, 24, 26(1), other than
paragraphs (a) and (b), 26(2}, 26(3), 27, 28(1), other than
paragraphs (b), (c), (d), (e), (f), (g), (k), (n), (o), (p), (s),
(t), (v), (w) and (x), 29, other than paragraphs (a), (b)
and (h) on 21 June 1994 (Gazette No. 539, 29 June 1994).
Section 12 on 3 October 1994 (Gazette No. 557, 23
August 1994).
Environment Protection (General Amendment) Act
1994 - Remaining provisions that have not already
come into operation (except sections 9 and 10) on 6
June 1994 (Gazette No. G22, 2 June 1994).
Financial Institutions (Victoria) (Amendment) Act
1994 - Whole Act (Except sections 1 and 2) on 5 July
1994 (Gazette No. $44, 5 July 1994).
Financial Management (Consequential Amendments)
Act 1994 -Section 3 and Schedule 1 with the exception
of item 60 on 1 July 1994 (Gazette No. G27, 7 July 1994).
Section 4 and Schedule 2 on 1 January 1995 (Gazette No.
G3O, 28 July 1994).
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Meat Industry Act 1993 -Sections 6, 31, 32, 34(3}, 39
and 81 on 1 July 1994 (Gazette No. G2S, 23 June 1994).
Medical Practice Act 1994 - Remaining provisions on
1 July 1994 (Gautte No. G2S, 23 June 1994).
Melbourne Exhibition Centre Act 1994 - Remainder of
Act on 18 August 1994 (Gazette No. G33, 18 August
1994).
Melbourne University (VCAH) Act 1992 - Section 13
on 16 June 1994 (Gautte No. G25, 23 June 1994).
Nurses Act 1993 - Remaining provisions on 1 July
1994 (Gautte No. G24, 16 June 1994). Section 191 and
Division 2 of Part 18 on 1 July 1994 (Gautte No. G2S,23
June 1994).
Office of the Regulator-General Act 1994 - Provisions
(other than sections 1 and 2) on 1 July 1994 (Gazette No.
539,29 June 1994).
Sentencing (Victim Impact Statement) Act 1994Sections 4 to 9 inclusive on 31 May 1994 (Gautte No.
G21, 26 May 1994).
State Bank of South Australia (Transfer of Undertaking)
Act 1994 - Whole Act on 15 June 1994 (Gazette No.
G2S, 23 June 1994).
State Trustees (State Owned Company) Act 1994Sections 4 to 26 and 28 to 42 inclusive on 1 July 1994
(Gautte No. 536,23 June 1994).

Fire Authorities Act 1989 -Section 17(b) on
1 September 1994 (Gazette No. 558, 30 August 1994).

Stock (Seller Liability and Declarations) Act 1993Sections 3 to 38 inclusive on 26 May 1994 (Gazette No.
G21, 26 May 1994).

Fire Authorities (Contributions) Act 1989 - Section
7(a) on 1 September 1994 (Gazette No. 558, 30 August
1994).

Swan Hill Pioneer Settlement AuthOrity (Repeal) Act
1994 - Remaining sections on 30 June 1994 (Gazette
No. G26, 30 June 1994).

Gaming and Betting Act 1994 - Section 62 on 7 June
1994 (Gazette No. G23, 9 June 1994). Section 191 and
Division 2 of Part 18 on 1 July 1994 (Gazette No. G2S, 23
June 1994).

Transport (Further Amendment) Act 1994 -Sections 5,
6 and 7 on 1 September 1994 (Gazette No. 558, 30
August 1994).

Health and Community Services (General
Amendment) Act 1993 -Sections 33, 34, 36,38, SO, 56
and 60 on 21 August 1994. Remaining provisions of
Part 5 on 10 September 1994 (Gazette No. G33, 18
August 1994).
Health (General Amendment) Act 1988 - Sections 16,
35,44 and 47 on 1 September 1994 (Gazette No. G33, 18
August 1994).

Victorian Funds Management Corporation Act 1994 Sections 5 to 42 inclusive on 19 July 1994 (Gazette No.
550,19 July 1994).
Vocational Education and Training (Amendment) Act
1994 -Section 7J on 30 June 1994. All provisions
(except sections 13 and 14 and Parts 12 and 13) not
already in operation on 1 July 1994. Part 12 on 1 August
1994. Part 13 on 1 December 1994 (Gautte No. G25, 23
June 1994).
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TABCORP: CHIEF EXECUTIVE
Mr BRUMBY (Leader of the Opposition) - I
move:
That this house:
(a)

notes the disastrous losses incurred by Southcorp
Holdings as a result of investments in the US water
heater business Mor-FIo that were initiated by
Mc Ross Wilson when he was chief executive of
Southcorp Holdings;

(b)

notes that as a result of Mr Wilson's initiative
Southcorp was forced to write off $68.7 million of
its US investment;

(c)

notes that despite the grandiose forecasts by
Mc Wilson that Mor-FIo would break even in
1993-94 its operating loss actually blew out from
$16.4 million in 1992-93 to $26 million in 1993-94;

(d)

notes that the appointment of Ross Wilson as chief
executive of Tabcorp was recommended to the
Treasurer by Mc Michael Tilley of Centaurus
Corporate Finance, the government's financial
ad visers on the TAB float, and Mr Peter Scanlon,
the former Elders !XL executive and TAB
chairman, both good friends of Mr Wilson;

(e)

(f)

condemns the Treasurer for his irresponsible
approval of the obscene $8 million salary package
for Mr Wilson and his hasty appointment of
Centaurus Corporate Finance to oversee the TAB
float after taking only three days to advertise the
contract, interview candidates and select
Centaurus Corporate Finance; and
calls on the government to withhold payment of
fees to Centaurus Corporate Finance because of its
gross failure to properly oversee the TAB float and
to act in the best interests of Victorian taxpayers.

I am delighted to see the Treasurer here today
because this motion is about probity and good
government. The motion outlines an extraordinary
catalogue of waste, incompetence, negligence and
dereliction of duty by the Treasurer of this state. The
motion is about a Treasurer who approved an
$8 million salary package to the chief executive of
what is now a public company. So the Treasurer
approved that amount; he approved more than
$4 million in fees to the consultant Centaurus
Corporate Finance, and he approved the cost of
more than $4 million for the publishing of
prospectuses, most of which ended up in the rubbish
bins of the mums and dads of Victoria. His
incompetence, negligence and dereliction of duty
has cost the state hundreds of millions of dollars.
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It does not matter what the Treasurer says; how he
twists, turns and squirms at question time, as we
saw yesterday; or what he does in this debate. The
bottom line is that the Treasurer approved an
$8-million package, which is not just more money
than most people or families see in their lifetimes
but more money than most suburbs see in their
lifetimes; it is the whole amount of the budget the
Treasurer cut from preschools, and he
approved--

Mr LEIGH (Mordialloc) - On a point of order,
one would assume that the Leader of the OppOSition
has now been here long enough to know that
members address the Chair and not the Treasurer. I
ask you, Mr Speaker, to kindly remind him of the
fact that he should address the Chair, in accordance
with the standing orders of the chamber.
The SPEAKER - Order! I ask the Leader of the
Opposition to address the Chair.
Mr BRUMBY (Leader of the Opposition) - It is
interesting to note that the honourable member, by
his interjection, shows that he is yet another of the
government members - Mr LEIGH (Mordialloc) - On a point of order, I
listened clearly to what the Leader of the Opposition
said. He said that it was a disgrace that I was raising
a point of order. Can I say that all I did was to
seek-The SPEAKER - Order! You may not say so.
You may raise points of order but you may not
address the house.
Mr BRUMBY (Leader of the Opposition) -It is
easy to understand why government backbenchers
are somewhat anxious about this matter because this
salary package of $8 million is obscene. Not only is
the Leader of the OppOSition saying that but so also
are Terry McCrann, many business commentators
and the stockbrokers who handled the float. This is
an $8-million package to an individual, and it has
been classified time and again as obscene.
The point is that the $8-million package plus the
$4 million lost on prospectuses plus the $4 million
payable to Centaurus Corporate Finance alon~ .
amount to $16 million -enough to put $10 nulhon
back into the preschool system; enough to put more
ambulances on the road and enough to put shared
specialists into schools. It does not matter how the
Treasurer twists and turns and tries to avoid
responsibility. When presented with a fait accompli
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by his good friends Mr Tilley and Mr Scanlon, who
said, 'Let's pay someone $8 million', the Treasurer
just signed it away.

We had advice that this was supportable in terms of
market rates for a senior businessman taking on a role
of the kind that Tabcorp involved ...

Let us look at what people have said about the
$8-million package. Terry McCrann wrote in the
Herald Sun under the heading 'This $8 million is
absurd':

To an extent, this was clearly a seller's market as far as
the potential executives were concerned ...

Hands up anyone who'd like to be given $8 million to
make an investment that should grow in value and will
produce $330 000 of income each year - that's over
S6000 a week, clear, after tax.

Our view was that securing Ross Wilson was a real
coup-

it was certainly a coup for Southcorp Holdings,
which had just punted him and that it would add value to the float -

Terry McCrann said that there are only three words
to describe Mr Wilson's salary: absurd, outrageous
and unacceptable - an $8-million package!
This was not a bad package. The package that the
Treasurer agreed to provided Mr Wilson with an
interest-free loan for 3 million shares before he had
done anything. The chief executive got 3 million
shares before he did anything, but other employees
of the Totalizator Agency Board - the people who
make the show tick, the people who generate the
profit and provide the services - are limited to
purchasing 500 shares. They do not get 3 million
shares for doing nothing; there is no $8-million
package for them. This is the nature of the deal.
But it was an even better deal: there was no risk
whatsoever in the deal the Treasurer approved for
Mr Wilson because its basis was that if the share
price fell in value Mr Wilson was indemnified for
the loss. He gets his 3 million shares; if the price goes
up he takes all the money, but if share prices fall,
under the deal which the Treasurer agreed to and
signed away, he is indemnified for the loss. That is
not a bad deal. This is the liberal way of doing
business in Victoria; it is the Stockdale way.
Mr Baker interjected.
Mr BRUMBY - I will come to the question about
being a mate. When the Treasurer approved this
deal, he thought it was a pretty good deal for the
taxpayers and for Tabcorp. Back in August when the
Treasurer got Mr Wilson as the chief executive, an
article in the Australian Financial Review stated:
Mr Wilson's salary - estimated by some at $8 million
... became controversial during the Tabcorp issue
period.

The article quotes the Treasurer as having said:

it certainly added value to the float; it sank it and the company negotiated what it regarded as a
satisfactory package.

The package approved by the Treasurer for
Mr Wilson, an $8-million package, is arguably the
most lucrative package for any chief executive in
Australia. An amount of $8 million was approved by
the $8-million-dollar man for a company which rates
about 90th in size in Australia - not the biggest
company, not BHP, eRA or Western Mining. This
company ranks about 90th, yet this incompetent
Treasurer, this Treasurer derelict in his duty,
approved an $8-million package for the chief
executive, the largest package in Australia for a
person in that type of position.
Let us look at the package and the person who got it,
Mr Wilson, whom the Treasurer descnbed as a real
coup for the TAB. We all know what happened.
Mr Tilley, who had had some previous dealings
with Mr Wilson, Mr Scanlon and other Elders
executives - hadn't he, Treasurer? - presented the
Treasurer with a fait accompli and the Treasurer
gave it the rubber stamp, the Victorian government
stamp. Mr Wilson, the man with the $8-million
golden handshake, was previously the chief
executive of Southcorp Holdings, which held its
annual general meeting in Melbourne yesterday.
The Treasurer's thinking is a bit bizarre at the
moment. At question time yesterday he said that
Southcorp Holdings, a company capitalised to the
tune of billions of dollars, shifted its annual general
meeting from Adelaide to Melbourne yesterday
because the opposition had asked it to do so to
embarrass the government. That is what the
Treasurer said at question time yesterday! The
humble Leader of the Opposition mentioned
Southcorp Holdings - -
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Mr Stockdale interjected.
Mr BRUMBY - You have probably changed it.
The rest of you change it.
Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer) - On a point of
order, Mr Speaker, I take exception to the
misrepresentation and the allegation that I have
changed Hansard to cover up the fact that this clown
cannot establish what he is asserting. I ask you to
request the Leader of the Opposition to withdraw
the aspersion.
The SPEAKER - Order! I ask the Leader of the
Opposition to withdraw his aspersion.
Mr BRUMBY (Leader of the Opposition) - I am
happy to withdraw the aspersion, but the point was
made clear in question time yesterday - -
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Mr Ross Wilson.

The man the Premier could not miss snapping up is
the man Southcorp could not wait to get rid of! He is
the man the Treasurer could not wait to snap up.
Mr Baker - What a recruit!
Mr BRUMBY - Yes, what a recruit. He could not
wait to snap him up for the meagre amount of just
$8 million! We will have to bring in Ross Oakley,
won't we? He would make a good Treasurer of
Victoria. He would put in place a salary cap.
The Australian Financial Review goes on to say:
Wilson, who recently took up Australia's most
lucrative job as the chief executive of the Victorian
gambling utility, Tabcorp Holdings Lld, conceived and
implemented -

Mr Stockdale interjected.
what do we say about that; guilty Mr BRUMBY - You have probably got to that.

Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER - Order! The house cannot
proceed with a barrage of interjections across the
table. I will call the Treasurer at a suitable time,
when he may refute what the Leader of the
Opposition is saying.
Mr BRUMBY - We have the extraordinary
allegation that somehow Southcorp Holdings is
changing its annual general meetings or the nature
of its media releases to assist the Victorian
opposition and embarrass our dear Treasurer. I shall
read what today's Australian Financial Review says on
the back page under the headline, 'Southcorp pins
US hopes on Jay Alix':
Southcorp Holdings Lld chairman and acting chief
executive Ric Allert was left to carry the can this week
when the Adelaide-based conglomerate unveiled a
$67 million writedown on the value of its American
Water Heater Group.
But while Allert took it on the chin -

like our Treasurer can't the man who will shoulder the ultimate responsibility
for the US losses is the former chief executive, -

guess who, the $8 million man -

the US hot water market strategy. While the concept is
still alive, the implementation appears to have been a
first-rate shambles.

Is that a familiar story? That is a good description of
the Tabcorp float.
I think I am allowed in the course of debate to bring
a copy of the prospectus into the house. It is about
the first-rate shambles of the float of Tabcorp. I
understand half a million of these are still sitting
around TAB agencies. If you gathered all of them up
they would fill the Melbourne Cricket Ground one
and a half times over. There are a lot left. What did it
cost to produce them? They went straight into the
newspapers and family homes, and when
everybody got them at home they went straight in
the bin.
What about the cost to taxpayers? Does the
government care about taxpayers? It wasted
$5 million on prospectuses which went straight into
the bin. Imagine the cost of the ones that are left.
Bearing in mind that they would be worth $5 or $6
each, some $2.5 million in wasted prospectuses are
just sitting around TAB agencies. That money could
go to the Grey Sisters, local preschools and child
protection.
In the words of the Australian Financial Review, this is
a first-rate shambles. As that publication states, the
bottom line is:
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Fortunately for Southcorp, its Penfolds wine business is
expanding rapidly and fattening its profit margins.
Without the wine business the US hot water heater
debacle-

that is another word, along with 'a first-rate
shambles', and 'disaster'would have sent Southcorp shares plunging into
takeover territory.

Some have used the word 'useless'.
The SPEAKER - Order! I do not like to interrupt
the Leader of the Opposition, but he must address
the Chair. He is not conducting a choir.
Mr BRUMBY - You have to ask: how do you get
a job in this state? How do you get a cosy job that
pays $8 million a year? How do you get the job at
Centaurus Corporate Finance? How do you just pick
up the contract? The honourable member for
Footscray is down at the Administrative Appeals
Tribunal today, where he has been able to establish
that it took just three days for Centaurus Corporate
Finance to put in its application, be interviewed,
have all the probity checks done and have a
$4 million contract signed and in its pocket That
deal was approved at 5 o'clock on Christmas Eve.
How do you get a job in this state? You have to
know someone like the Treasurer. The last great
takeover by former Elders !XL boss, John Elliott we all know about him - appears to have been of
the Victorian government. This government is run
by the former Elders !XL team. We know the
Premier does Elliott's bidding: first Elliott bags the
National Crime AuthOrity and then the Premier bags
it. Peter Scanlon at the TAB is a former Elders !XL
man. Jeremy Kirkwood, the person who so
distinguished himself in the AAT for defending the
Treasurer's pOSition and who is now the chief of
staff in the Treasurer's office, is also a former Elders
employee - surprise, surprise!
How many other people linked to Elders !XL in the
1980s are now drawing solace and salaries from the
Victorian government? There are a fair few. There is
a check list for someone getting a job with this
government. You must answer the follOwing
questions. Firstly, are you linked with Hudson
Conway? Secondly, are you linked with Crown
Casino? 1hirdly, are you a former Elders employee?
Fourthly, are you linked to the Uberal Party?
Finally, will you bag the National Crime Authority?
If you answer all those questions correctly you are a
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mate, and then you can go along to the Treasurer's
office, give him a contract that is a fait accompli and
convince him that a salary of $8 million is really a
bargain. That is how you get jobs in this state!
The word going around the state is that the
Treasurer is a soft touch. We have already
established that he rolled over for Ron Walker in
regard to the grand prix without obtaining any
independent advice whatsoever. He rolled over for
Ross Wilson, Michael Tilley and Peter Scanlon. The
bottom line in all this is that the state budget, which
the Treasurer will present today, is $675 million
lighter than it would otherwise be because of this
first-rate bungle of the Tabcorp float. That includes
$460 million we did not get from the federal
government and more than $100 million we did not
receive because the TAB was sold below its real
value.
If you add up all the amounts of money you see that
more than $600 million has been lost to Victoria
because of the first-rate bungling of this Treasurer.
When you look through the newspaper
commentaries you see some of the stockbrokers'
comments and why they say that this Treasurer is
useless.

One has to ask what it is that Mr Ross Wilson did to
get an $8 million salary package. Who else in
Victoria or Australia gets an $8 million package?
Was it his success in his previous job? I don't think
so. He did not do very well at all at that. One
perhaps needs to ask whether it was his
longstanding relationship with Mr Michael Tilley of
Centaurus Corporate Finance, who actually put the
piece of paper on the Treasurer's desk. It is
important to understand that Mr Tilley and
Mr Wilson worked together doing deals for South
Australia Brewing Holdings Ltd (SA Brewing) to
purchase assets from Bond Brewing, but that those
deals fell through. They also worked beside one
another - surprise, surprise - during the Elders
!XL proposed takeover of SA Brewing. The person
who put the package up was a pretty good mate of
the person who was the beneficiary. All that was
needed was a compliant intermediary, who was the
Treasurer.
But that does not explain the position at all, because
Mr Peter Scanlon was also involved in negotiating
the package. Was it Mr Peter Scanlon's longstanding
relationship? That relationship developed back in
the days when Mr Scanlon worked at Elders !XL and
when Elders had a close relationship with
SA Brewing. That relationship strengthened when
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Mr Scanlon, a director and significant shareholder of
AFP-Goodman, and Mr Wilson renegotiated an
option agreement between an AFP-Goodman
venture and SA Brewing for Elders !XL shares. It
was an option agreement - surprise, surprise under which AFP-Goodman lost money, but had it
not been for the renegotiations it would have lost far
more.

TIlat is all a bit conspiratorial. Perhaps the real
reason why Mr Wilson received an $8 million salary
package from the Treasurer is that the Treasurer has
no idea of what is a fair and reasonable package for
an executive of Mr Wilson's calibre; he is simply
way out of his depth. That might be the reason; or it
might be a combination of all those reasons.
We have to look at some of the Treasurer's
comments about the TAB float. I refer in particular
to a recent article in the Melbourne Age, in which the
Treasurer said the Tabcorp float was actually only $S
million short. I find that hard to reconcile with the
comments the Treasurer made yesterday during
question time. What does Hansard say? It reports
that the Treasurer said the Labor opposition had cost
Victoria $135 million because that is the amount the
floa t came in under. In his speech to the business
community about three weeks ago the Treasurer
said Tabcorp was only $S million short, so what is
$135 million between friends? This is one of the
gems one sometimes gets in politics. In the
Treasurer's speech to the business community he
said it was only $S million short. Now the Treasurer
says:
Clearly this float was not as successful as the
government would have liked, so it was not a success.

That is what I understand that to mean: it was not a
success. Then he goes on to say:
Nonetheless the controversy surrounding the float has
tended to obscure the fact that the float was a
substantial success.

So it was not a success but it was a substantial
success. It was $135 million short but it really lost
only $5 million. It was a failure but it was really a
substantial success. I am not sure what it is. The
Treasurer went on to say of the TAB float -which
was not a success, even though it was really a
substantial success - that the reason why it was not
a substantial success was that the opposition
wrecked it. He said the opposition would never be
able to follow through on threats that a future Labor
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government would be able to renege on contractual
agreements and licensing arrangements.
So, in effect he said it was not a success, it was really
a substantial success but Labor wrecked it - but
they didn't really wreck it because they could never
live up to their promises anyway! TIlat is the sort of
drivel the Treasurer goes on with. This is a first-rate
shambles. The Treasurer was in fact totally useless.

To top off a pretty good day, the Treasurer says the
people who really destroyed the TAB float - not the
person the Treasurer sees every morning when he
looks in the mirror and has a shave - were the
members of the business community, and they will
live to regret it. This is the blame game. This is the
Treasurer who would blame the Labor opposition or
the business community. He would accuse the
opposition of starting World War IT if he could. But
the real culprit is the person he looks at in the mirror
every morning when he gets the shaver out.
I return to the matter of Southcorp Holdings,
because I think the Treasurer is a bit rattled about all
this; he has lost the plot. Page 13 of yesterday'S
Hansard reports the Treasurer as saying:
Yesterday we had Southcorp Holdings, a South
Australian company, holding its annual general
meeting in Melbourne so that the Leader of the
Opposition would be able to score some political points.

Opposition members interjecting.
The SPEAKER - Order! I ask the honourable
member to pause until members of the opposition
come to order. You are not paid to enjoy yourselves,
you are paid to work!
Mr BRUMBY - I have a confession to make
which I hope will put the Treasurer's mind at ease. I
rang Southcorp Holdings and said, 'Look, I am John
Brurnby, leader of the state opposition. I know,
Southcorp, that you are a multi-million dollar public
company-Mr McARTHUR (Monbulk) - On a point of
order, Mr Speaker, the house has been informed that
the Leader of the Opposition is a fairly slow learner,
but I draw your attention to a ruling you have
already made this morning, Sir: that the Leader of
the Opposition is not conducting a choir and should
be addressing his remarks through the Chair. If he
was conducting a choir, it was a pretty appalling
performance.
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The SPEAKER - Order! I have already informed
the Leader of the Opposition that he must address
the Chair. There is no point of order.
Mr BRUMBY (Leader of the Opposition) - I
want to confess that I did get on the phone. I have no
idea who the chief executive of Southcorp is, but I
rang him up and said, 'Look, I am John Brumby,
leader of the state opposition in Victoria. I know you
are scheduled to have your annual general meeting
in Adelaide and all the forms and notices have gone
out, but I would like you to hold the meeting in
Melbourne just to embarrass the Treasurer'. He said,
'Oh yes, we will do that. No worries'. Southcorp
hired a few buses and lorries, brought over all its
annual reports and held its annual general meeting
in Melbourne just so it could embarrass the
Treasurer!
I have a minor problem in this debate because I have
68 reasons chronicled by media commentators,
stockbrokers and financial analysts in Victoria and
across Australia on why the TAB float was a
first-rate bungle. I am conscious of the wonderful
support I have received from the backbench today,
but I do not want to try their patience. I have been
talking for a while, but there are 68 reasons why this
Treasurer has cost Victorians hundreds of millions
of dollars.
Today, when the budget is brought down, old
policies will be dressed up with a bit of pomp and
circumstance. However, many people will still be
hurting and wondering about the $100 home tax,
whether they will have to wait 48 hours on hospital
trolleys, whether the ambulance will turn up in time
when someone is dying from asthma, whether there
will be enough places at preschool and whether their
kids will be in a school class of 30 or 35. But you,
you, you were prepared to sign away $8 million in a
blank cheque, $4 million to Centaurus Corporate
Finance and millions of dollars on this wasted paper.
You were prepared to sign it away and then say that
you were not the culprit. Well, Mr Treasurer, you
are the culprit!
The SPEAKER - Order! The Leader of the
Opposition must address the Chair.
Mr BRUMBY - It is about time you accepted the
blame. There are 68 examples where the Treasurer
went wrong. I shall try to move quickly through
them. No. 1: $20 million loss by Southcorp. I
explained that earlier, but it is a matter that has been
highlighted in a number of newspapers, not only the
Australian Financial Reviw but also an article by
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Stephen Mayne in the Herald Sun of 1 September is
relevant to that. A company was being floated,
which had as its chief executive a person who had
been associated with a company that was a
disastrous failure. No. 2: the marketing problem that
is currently being faced by the thoroughbred racing
industry. That was alluded to by Carlyon in the
Business Review Weekly on 29 August. No. 3: the
uncertainty surrounding the impact of Crown
Casino on Tabcorp's revenue; that was highlighted
again by Carlyon in the Business Review Weekly on
28 August. If you really wanted to get the best
possible price for the TAB, would you put it on the
market just after the opening of Crown Casino with
all of the fanfare and fireworks? As the shadow
minister said, the government has done everything
to help Crown Casino. Why would you put the TAB
on the market at the same time?
What the Treasurer must do -and so far has
refused to do - is to table the independent advice
and the Treasury advice he had about the float of the
TAB so soon after the opening of Crown Casino.
Will the Treasurer table those documents? I know
what his answer will be. No, because it is like the
legal expression, 'I refuse to do it because I will
incriminate myself'.
I have already alluded to no. 4: the size of Ross
Wilson's salary package. It does not matter to whom
one talks down town, whether it be a stockbroker,
financial analyst or media commentator, they cannot
believe the Treasurer would just sign over
$8 million. I do not believe the Treasurer knew what
he was doing. I believe the piece of paper came to
him outlining the salary of $670 000 and he did not
bother to check the share options or get independent
advice. He just signed it away.
No 5: the narrow sales focus of the Tabcorp float;
Bartholomeusz, Age, 26 August - I have alluded to
that already. No. 6: the choice of Ross Wilson as
chief executive; Bartholomeusz, Age, 26 August.
No. 7: the fact that Tabcorp was a company 'waiting
to be built'; Bartholomeusz, Age, 26 August. No. 8:
'the hard game' played by the government at the
beginning of the float by refusing to allocate shares
to Sydney-based stockbrokers; Webb, Age, 25
August. No. 9: the decision to use the
'book-building' method for the Tabcorp float, which
increasingly sophisticated 'mum and dad' investors
had rejected because similar exercises had resulted
previously in losses to investors in GIO and the
Commonwealth Bank; Aram, Australian Financial
Review,25 August. No. 10: Tabcorp's financial
forecasts were prepared by the government, not by
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Tabcorp's directors; Gottliebson, Business Review
Weekly, 22 August.
No. 11: the state government was the promoter of
the Tabcorp float, not the directors; Gottliebson,
Business Review Weekly, 22 August. No. 12: the
Tabcorp directors were only appointed on 27 June,
less than two months before the float; Gottliebson,
BRW 28 August. No. 13: the directors were
indemnified by the government with respect to all
forecasts contained in the prospectus, and therefore
did not' embrace them as their own' thereby
creating uncertainty; Gottliebson, BRW, 22 August.
No. 14: the write-off of $96 million in assets in
1992-93 and the perception that TAB was a poor
performer; Gottliebson, BRW, 22 August.
No. 15: nervousness of the institutions due to
crowding out in the gambling industry; Gottliebson,
BRW, 22 August. No. 16: the unhappiness of
companies that now have to sue the state
government and not the TAB in respect of disputed
poker machine technology; Gottliebson, BRW,
22 August. No. 17: the nature of the advertising
campaign 'which failed to show any benefits - such
as a return - to consumers'; Maiden and Brewster,
Age, 22 August. No. 18: the confusing nature of the
prospectus; Maiden and Brewster, Age, 22 August.
No. 19: the lack of a communication strategy to deal
with opposition statements; Maiden and Brewster,
Age, 22 August. No. 20: the publidty surrounding
the opening of Crown Casino; Maiden and Brewster,
Age, 22 August.
No. 21: the failure to include a statement of
opposition policy in the prospectus, contrary to the
practice of the UK privatisations and the float of the
Commonwealth Bank; Maiden and Brewster, Age,
22 August. On this pOint, in every sale of assets that
occurred under the former Labor government in
Victoria, the opposition was availed of all the
information. It was given funding to obtain
independent consultants' advice. It was fully
consulted before any of the decisions were made.
With this prospectus, this arrogant government and
this useless Treasurer did not provide consultation
in this first-rate shambles of a float of the TAB. No
statement by the opposition was included in the
prospectus despite the fact that it was accepted
practice overseas in the United States of America
and the United Kingdom and the accepted and
common precedent used by the federal government
when it floated the Commonwealth Bank.
No. 22: the timing of the sale as institutions were
shifting from industrial stocks to resource stocks;
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Maiden and Brewster, Age, 22 August. No. 23: the
numerous warnings given by expert investment
advisers, including Bruce Bond, about the Tabcorp
float; Maiden and Brewster, Age, 22 August.
No. 24: the lack of support for the float from
Australian institutions such as AMP, National
Mutual, Colonial Mutual and Norwich; Maiden and
Brewster, Age, 22 August. No. 25: the failure of the
government to fully underwrite the float - that is
Significant - Gluyas, Australian, 21 August.
No. 26: the timing of the sale into a choppy share
market; Walker, Age, 20 August. No. 27: the
threatened rises in interest rates before and during
the float; Walker, Age, 20 August. No. 28: the
excessive demand of $500 million hoped for from
small investors; Walker, Age, 20 August. No. 29: the
losses faced by investors in GIO and
Commonwealth Bank privatisations; Walker, Age,
20 August. No. 30: the nature of Tabcorp's business
being associated with risk and gambling rather than
savings and certainty as are banks and insurance
agendes; Walker, Age, 20 August.
No. 31: Tabcorp's lack of a track record in the
increasing competitive gambling industry; Walker,
Age, 20 August. No. 32: Tabcorp's reliance on
government licences and tax rates; Walker, Age,
20 August. No. 33: the high profile of Crown Casino;
Walker, Age, 20 August. No. 34: the lack of
intellectual and general support for the notion of
popular capitalism in Australia; Walker, Age,
20 August. No. 35: the fact that the Treasurer was
seen to be 'useless as a Treasurer'; Adams,
16 August. No. 36: the availability of other gambling
stocks - in particular casino stocks - which appear
to be viewed as more secure investments in the
gambling sector; Bartholomeusz, Age, 17 August.
No. 37: the failure to adequately or appropriately
market the Tabcorp float internationally; Hurst,
Australian Financial Review, 17 August. No. 38: the
inability of the government to sell Tabcorp's price
earnings ratio and dividend yield; Hurst, AFR,
16 August. No. 39: the initial high price required of
'mum-and-dad investors of $2.70'; McCrann, Herald
Sun, 16 August. No. 40: poor dividend yield offered
at $2.70 the price at which retail investors had to bid;
McCrann, Herald Sun, 16 August. No. 41: the
concerted campaign by certain business interests to
undermine the float; Gill, AFR, 16 August.
No. 42: the stockbrokers who in the Treasurer's own
words 'talked down the float' and 'would live to
regret their actions'; Gill, AFR, 16 August. I wonder
what that means? Are they going to get a special tax
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on stockbrokers or a pwlitive get~ven-on Tabcorp
tax?

performance, which is a bit like the package he
approved for Ross Wilson.

No. 43: the concerns about Victoria's licensing laws;
Magazanik, Thomas and Kearns, Age, 15 August
No. 44: problems associated with the TAB's
computer system; ]ohnston, Herald Sun, 15 August.
No. 45: structural flaws of the float, in particular the
too large $2.25 to $2.75 range in potential prices for
Tabcorp; McCrann, Herald Sun, 14 August. No. 46:
the soft state of the overall market; Wilson, Herald
Sun, 14 August No. 47: the decision of the TAB to
pull out of the Crown Casino consortium; Myer,
Sunday Age, 14 August

No. 50: the uncertainty as to what would happen
when the TAB's licences expired; Gluyas, Australian,
13 August. No. 51: the large number of floats which
had already come on to the market in the preceding
months; Brewster, Age, 13 August. No. 52: the
uncertainty surrounding liability to Chung
Corporation; Green, Age, 9 August. That's not a bad
one, either, because we will find out what is going to
happen to the Chung Corporation, won't we?

That's not a bad one, is it? What about that one!
Here we go: the TAB board is offered a shareholding
in Crown Casino. I understand that to a person,
except for Uoyd Williams, who had a bit of a conflict
because he was chairman of the other operation,
they were offered options to take up these shares
which, had they taken them up, would have already
netted for the TAB, and therefore effectively for the
taxpayers of Victoria, more than $30 million.
The honourable member for Albert Park knows that
would be enough to fix the ambulance system. It
would be enough to put some money into rural
Victoria. It would be enough to keep the Moe
hospital open. It would be enough to open some
new police stations. It would be enough to fix up the
water supply in the Swan Hill area. It would be
enough to put some teachers into schools $30 million is a lot of money! Meanwhile, Victoria is
suffering and water authorities are suffering, like the
Kerang authority, which is being forced to move and
align itself with Mildura, which is further away from
it than Melbourne. Here is $30 million that could
have been in the state government's kick and could
have been helping preschools or water authorities or
putting teachers in schools.
Mr Thomson -It went to a worthy cause,
though!

Mr BRUMBY - Yes, it went to a very worthy
cause. No. 48: the type of gaming machines operated
by the TAB compared with Tattersalls; Myer, Sunday
Age, 14 August. No. 49: the structure of Ross
Wilson's salary package, designed to minimise risk
to Ross Wilson and lacking any criteria, or indeed
the need for any criteria - how about this one! - or
indeed the need for any criteria, against which to
measure his performance; Crichton, Australian, 13-14
August. That is a bit like the Treasurer, isn't it?
There are no criteria whatever for measuring his

No. 53: the effect of the cancellation of Chung
Corporation's contract on the Tabcorp expansion
into offshore betting; Green, Age, 9 August. No. 54:
the fact that ordinary Victorians just weren't
interested in buying something they already owned;
Green, Age, 8 August. That is a pretty telling point,
isn't it? All Victorians owned the TAB. Then the
prospectus came out in the mail saying, 'Here, you
can buy something you already own'. Not
surprisingly they said, 'No thanks, we won't be in
that'.
Mr McArthur interjected.
Mr BRUMBY - Are they a bit sensitive in
Monbulk? Do you support the $8 million contract?
Can we tell the voters of Monbulk - Hansard can
note it - that the honourable member for Monbulk
supports an $8 million salary package for Ross
Wilson?
The SPEAKER - Order! I ask the Leader of the
Opposition not to encourage the honourable
member for Monbulk to interject. The honourable
member is disorderly and is out of his place.
Mr BRUMBY - No. 55: the decision of the
Auditor-General to investigate the TAB's decision to
withdraw from the Crown Casino consortium;
Hurst, Australian Financial Review, 8 August. No. 56:
the size of the workplace cultural change required at
Tabcorp and the management task required to
facilitate that change; Dabkowski, Sunday Age,
7 August. No. 57: Crown Casino's application for
additional gaming machines at the temporary
casino; Nicholson, Herald Sun,S August. No. 58: the
fact that while Ross Wilson got 3 million shares in
the TAB, all other employees got only 500; McCrann,
Herald Sun, 3 August.
An honourable member interjected.

TABCORP: CHIEF EXECUTIVE

Wednesday, 7 September 1994

ASSEMBLY

Mr BRUMBY - The chief executive got 3 million
shares and all other employees got 500. That was a
point made by Terry McCrann in the Herald Sun.

No. 59: the decision of the TAB to cut its pooling
arrangements with the ACT; Mayne, Herald Sun,
2 August. No. 60: the fact that broking houses had
not been aggressive in trying to sell Tabcorp; Mayne,
Herald Sun, 2 August. No. 61: the fact that Tabcorp's
operations are confined to Victoria and tied to the
State's economic performance; Money Adviser,
Herald Sun, 1 August. If you were tying something to
Victoria's economic performance and you knew that
that man was at the helm you would worry about
that, wouldn't you?
No. 62: the need for Tabcorp to invest in new
computer equipment at a cost of up to $50 million in
1994-95; Crowe, Australian Financitll Review, 28 July.
No. 63: the failure of the prospectus to contain
information beyond June 1995; Mayne, Herald Sun,
21 July. That's not a bad one: the prospectus said
what was going to happen only until June next year
and did not give any guarantees for after that date
or, I might add, any guarantees whatever about
future levels of taxation under a Liberal government.
No. 64: Ross Wilson's interesting assessment,
contrary to previous statements and assessments of
the Kennett government, that Tabcorp was not in a
capital-intensive industry; Mayne, Herald Sun,
20 July. No. 65: the uncertainty surrounding the
appointment of Michael Tilley of Centaurus Finance
Ltd to head the Tabcorp float steering committee;
Hurst, Australian Financial Review, 13 July. No. 66:
the decision to withdraw the $200 million in
working capital for Tabcorp, as had been originally
proposed for the privatised TAB to assist in meeting
its capital requirements; Mayne, Herald Sun, 7 July.
No. 67: most of the growth and value in the
wagering business had been handed over to the
racing industry in return for their support of the
float; Dowding, Herald Sun, 5 July.
No. 68; in his own words, Mr Ross Wilson doesn't
'know the industry - in which Tabcorp will be
operating - in any great detail'; Dabkowski, Age, 8
May. That's not bad! He has backed a few winners
in his day but I think this is the biggest winner he
has ever backed. He will receive $8 million but he
does not know anything about the industry in which
he is going to work.
The last thing I wanted to address today, and I know
it has been a lengthy contribution, is paragraph (f) of
the motion, which reads:
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calls on the government to withhold payment of fees to
Centaurus Corporate Finance because of its gross
failure to properly oversee the TAB float and to act in
the best interests of Victorian taxpayers.

I think there may be some bipartisan support for
that part of the motion. If one imagines oneself in the
Treasurer's position: he has appointed Centaurus
Corporate Finance - actually the Premier appointed
Centaurus - and it has given him all this advice
about the prospectus, about Mr Wilson's package
and about the range of prices for the float of the TAB
on the market - and the thing has been an absolute
disaster! Of course, the buck stops with the
Treasurer, which is the nature of politics.
Mr Treasurer, here is a way for you to save some
face. You have cost Victoria about $635 million!
Victoria has not received the $460 million from the
commonwealth government, it received more than
$100 milliQn less fQr the float than it should have and
when all the costs of printing, the money for
Mr Wilson and the CQsts .of Centaurus Finance are
added up, it is clear that you have cost this state
more than $600 million.

Returning tQ PQint (f) .of the mQtion, the Premier
appointed Centaurus Finance and said it would
have five main tasks. The first was to riegotiate with
the racing industry, the government and the TAB
.over the cQmmercial and legal arrangements for a
restructured TAB.
The second task was to prepare the capital structure
.of the TAB and the prospectus fQr a share issue.
HQW did they gQ in that .one? There are plenty of
shares. As lan Leslie said, they would fill .one and a
half MCGs and there are plenty left .over! But did
they do much of a jQb preparing the capital
structure? WQuld yQU pay the bill if those people
had built your hQuse? If that was the cQntract,
would they have done that? I think nQt.
The third task was tQ select stockbrokers, advisers
and underwriters fQr the flQat. They were to be paid
fQr selecting the underwriters .of the float. Who was
the underwriter? The answer is: there isn't one. They
did nQt get .one. There wasn't an underwriter!
Mr Cole - Was there an undertaker?
Mr BRUMBY - We can scratch them off on that
.one. We can scratch them off .on the capital structure
and .on the pricing because they failed on that and
we can scratch them .off .on the underwriter because
there isn't one.
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The third task -it is a good one -was to
determine the price of the shares and the timing of
the float. On a scale out of 100 you would have
given them 1, but you would be a softie if you gave
them lout of 100.
The timing of the float was impeccable! A couple of
weeks after the gala opening of the Crown Casino
the government floated the TAB! Would you give
them anything on that? You would scratch them off
on that one too!
Finally, the government's advisers were to apply to
the federal government for tax compensation
because of the lifting of the TAB's company tax and
sales tax exemption.
Mr Thomson - Have they gone mad?
Mr BRUMBY - They went pretty well there too,
didn't they! They put the submission to Canberra for
$460 million and, what did they get? A big fat zero!
These are the people who the Treasurer signed up
on the dotted line for millions of dollars at the
expense of the taxpayer. The question is: should the
bill be paid?
Mr Thomson - They've got more strikes than
Arthur Tunstall!
Mr BRUMBY - They have more strikes against
them than Arthur Tunstall - a good interjection!
The Treasurer can save a bit of face. It has cost
Victorians $635 million and not a cent has come
from the feds. The sale of Tabcorp was disastrous.
There are 68 reasons - and I have been through
them all-why the Treasurer bungled the float of
Tabcorp, why stockbrokers describe him as useless
and why he cost the Victorian taxpayer $635 million.
But the bottom line is that the ordinary voters - the
men and women of Victoria, the people whose
average weekly earnings are about $32 000 a year have no comprehension of $8 million. I wonder how
often the Treasurer gets out and talks to the people
of Victoria. When someone puts a piece of paper in
front of him to sign to approve the payment of
$8 million to someone, does he lose sleep about it
when he goes home at night? Does he think it was a
creditable thing to do? Does he think that ordinary
Victorians would accept that sort of payment? It is
more money than many families see in a lifetime. It
is more money than whole suburbs see in a lifetime,
but he approved it for one person and he approved
it because he is out of touch and because he got
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stung. He got stung by a deal by the old Elders IXL
clique.
Mr Thomson - That's right!
Mr BRUMBY - That is the sting. Put up a piece
of paper, sign on the dotted line, and sign away
Victoria's money! I ask the Treasurer to support the
resolution. He can save the taxpayers money.
In conclusion, it appears as if Mr Wilson may
become a neighbour of the Treasurer; he is moving.
Mr Wilson has bought a property in the Melbourne
suburb of Brighton for around $3 million. He has
chosen well because over the next two years - -

The DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr J. F. McGrath) Order! The Chair has been reasonably tolerant with
interjections because sometimes the level of
interjection is complementary to debate, but it is
starting to get a little bit too vociferous.
Mr BRUMBY - Mr Wilson, on the $8 million
package approved by the Treasurer, is selling up in
South Australia and coming to Victoria. He is one of
the few people moving to Victoria because we are
losing some 200 people a day. Mr Wilson is going to
buy a property in the electorate of the Treasurerhe might be a neighbour.
The Australian Financial Review - and it is not in the
Sunday Age so it must be true - reports that he is
going to buy a property in Brighton for about $3
million. It looks like a nice property. He has chosen
well because as honourable members know over the
next two years water rates in Brighton will drop
quite appreciably while the rest of Victoria's
constituents, namely those in the seat of Monbulk,
will be stung heavily for water rates in the next
couple of years, paying a couple of hundred dollars
extra a year. With the $8 million package that the
Treasurer approved, Mr Wilson will be living
comfortably in Brighton.
The final thing I shall say is that when Mr Wilson
was approved for the job he said 'I'd backed a few
winners in my day'. There is no doubt that for
Mr Wilson - the old Elders IXL executive, the
person who was the chief executive of Southcorp,
the company which has written off nearly
$70 million in losses for programs initiated by
Mr Wilson - the TAB float has really been the lucky
shop.
Victoria has many forms of betting, including the
quadrella, the trifecta and the quadxtra, but as a
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mark of acknowledgment of the Treasurer's
bungling of the TAB float, I think Victoria should
create a new form of betting called 'the Stockdale'.
Mr Thomson - You can't lose!
Mr BRUMBY - Under the Stockdale, you can't
lose. You go to the lucky shop, you put your money
on and if you bet on the Stockdale you cannot lose. If
you are a mate from Elders !XL and if someone
comes up to you with a $8 million contract, it is
called the Stockdale. You get his signature on the
bottom line and you walk away a rich man forever.
Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer) - Listening to
ALP members, one could conclude that the Victorian
taxpayer had actually not gained a benefit of
$609 million from the float of the TAB. It is certainly
true that the Victorian government expected and
hoped that the TAB float would have been an even
greater success than in fact it was. But the fact
remains that pointing out that the float was
deliberately sabotaged by the ALP is not to deny the
fact that the float was successful. It was fully
subscribed with subscriptions for more than 300
million shares from more than 50 000 shareholders.
It had a good spread of investors from within
Victoria, Australia and overseas. It had a good
spread of investors between retail investors - the
general public on the one hand and institutions on
the other.
The government predetermined a range of prices
between $2.25 and $2.70 and invited the public to
subscribe at $2.70 with a refund due when the
ultimate market float to institutions determined the
final price. Despite what the Leader of the
Opposition has suggested, the float price was
achieved within the range, albeit obviously at the
bottom of that range as a result of the actions of the
Victorian ALP.
The float has therefore been a success. As a result of
the float by the end of this year Victorian public
sector debt will be more than $600 million below
what it would have been had the float not taken
place. That represents a saving every year -even at
current interest rates - of something in the vicinity
of $60 million to Victorian taxpayers.
Far more importantly, it represents not just an
interest saving but an indication that Victoria is
recovering from the disastrous debt position we
inherited as a result of the mismanagement of the
former Labor government. The Leader of the
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OppOSition chooses to ignore at least two other
major benefits of the privatisation.
In the first place, as a business the TAB had a
demonstrated poor track record in an industry
which was becoming increasingly competitive and
which was dominated by private sector players.
While in government the Labor Party decided to
establish a casino and to introduce gaming
machines, both decisions being supported by the
coalition when in opposition.
Nonetheless, the Labor Party actually took the step
of bringing additional private players into the
Victorian gambling industry and, to give it credit,
offered Victorians a wider range of opportunities for
gambling and leisure pursuits. When in opposition
the coalition endorsed that action and carried that
forward when in government.
Nonetheless, the TAB was facing an industry which
was, as a matter of deliberate government policy,
being made more open and more competitive and
into which new forms of gambling were being
introduced. The TAB had not flourished in that
environment because it had been hamstrung by
government ownership. Governments could not
provide it with the necessary capital to be an
effective player in an expanding market and to keep
up with the innovation of total entertainment
experience, with the new forms of gambling and
with the dramatic changes taking place in leisure
and entertainment industries in Victoria and
Australia and, indeed, throughout the world. It
could not have gained access to the capital it needed
to be an effective business competitor against those
new enterprises.
The TAB had not succeeded in attracting and
retaining top,lass staff who could compete against
expert managers in the private sector. It had been
hamstrung by personnel practices which prevailed
throughout its organisation. It compared
unfavourably with the organisations with which it
had to compete, and its flexibility to adapt to the
new market circumstances was being limited by
government regulation.
Governments necessarily impose some restrictions
on the way in which government entities can behave
even when they operate within competitive
markets - restrictions on remuneration, personnel
practices and industrial relations practices.
For many years the TAB had been restricted in its
use of contractors. It was not alone in that because
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the fonner State Insurance Office and other
government bodies that faced competition had
complained about the restrictions on their capacities
to compete in dynamic private sector markets. For
example, the engagement of contractors was a
source of complaint. The TAB had made unwise
business decisions - another manifestation
historically associated with publicly-owned
organisa tions.
When the coalition came to office the taxpayer was
standing behind all those risks. Now we have an
industry that is becoming increasingly competitive
and private-sector orientated and is growing
rapidly, with one of the players being a government
business. But all those restrictions imposed
additional risks on taxpayers.
Contrary to what the Leader of the Opposition has
suggested many times, the Totalizator Agency
Board, with one solitary $15 million exception, never
returned a dividend to Victorians. We now have a
tax stream from the TAB; and Victorian taxpayers
will continue to benefit from the tax streams coming
from the business in which the company is engaged.
The flow of that tax stream to new organisations,
taxpayers and hospital and charities has been
cemented; those bodies will continue to benefit as
the business increases both its turnover and the
opportunities for people to pursue leisure pursuits
of that type in Victoria.
Increased tax revenue will flow from the taxes
applying to those products. Contrary to what has
been suggested by the Leader of the Opposition, the
taxpayer has never received a return from the
business - with one minor exception. Now the
taxpayer will get at least $60 million in interest
savings every year as a result of the privatisation of
the TAB. The taxpayer has been freed from all the
risks, so graphically illustrated by the write-down of
$90 million by the TAB shortly before the
privatisation. That is manifest in the criticism that
the opposition and others have made about
difficulties facing the TAB concerning computer
equipment and other facilities.
The Totalizator Agency Board faced enonnous
commercial risks, which were put onto taxpayers
because the restrictions necessarily associated with
government ownership meant the TAB was
ill-equipped to compete in this increasingly
competitive industry. Not only will taxpayers
receive a direct yield of $600 million and a saving of
at least $60 million every year, but also they have
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been freed from the risks associated with the
continued government ownership of that business.

On the other hand, Victoria has gained a dynamic
new private sector business with expert
management and a commercial board, with the
opportunity to gain access to capital, with a secure
balance sheet and with unlimited opportunities to
redefine, for example, the relationship between itself
and its agents, making them really competitive retail
outlets.
Those outlets have been languishing for yearsparticularly during the Labor government years.
They have been starved of investment and
commercial relationships with the TAB. They
steadily declined as the TAB eroded the value of its
asset in the agency network through the
introduction of Pubtab and other initiatives in a
desperate effort to survive against the restrictions of
government while operating in a competitive market.
Victoria has a new business with the potential to
gain national and international significance, a
business that we expect to grow and flourish, to
employ more Victorians, to generate profits and to
produce a flow of funds to government, for the
benefit of all Victorians.
The Leader of the Opposi tion has ignored all those
advantages while seeking simply and desperately to
divert attention from real accountability and from
the fact that the privatisation of the TAB was not as
successful as it ought to have been. The government
makes no bones about that: the float should have
been more successful. The government would have
wished for greater success. It would have liked to
attract a greater number of small investors. About
45000 investors subscribed for shares despite the
efforts of the opposition, and a large number of retail
investors and private investors took up shares in this
company - but twice as many Victorians could
have benefited.
The actions of the Leader of the Opposition diverted
the profitability of the ultimate market realisation of
the real value of the TAB from the taxpayers of
Victoria predominantly into the hands of
institutional investors, including overseas investors.
If the members of his own backbench understand
what the Leader of the Opposition has done, they
will be angry. Members of the Labor Party would
have taken up shares. But the ordinary citizens of
Victoria, who were dissuaded by the Leader of the
Opposition, saw the value of their potential
shareholding shifted to institutions, in particular to
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overseas institutions, which have been the main
beneficiaries of the distortion of the marketplace that
resulted from his actions.
What is the Leader of the Opposition's alternative to
the privatisation of the TAB in August 1994? His
argument is that we should not have privatised the
TAB when the casino was coming into operation,
that we should have waited until the casino was
fully established in the marketplace. He argues that
we should have waited and let the TAB decline
fwther in an intensely competitive market, to be
further run down by the ALP and robbed of the
opportunity of getting into the marketplace at the
beginning of the casino activity while having the
chance to catch up the ground it lost in competing
against Tattersalls in the battle to get a share of the
gaming machine markets.
He also argues it should not have been given the
opportunity to be a competitor but should have had
its hands tied behind its back, allowing the
remaining competitors to beat it to death for even
longer so its value would decline. Then it would not
have had the opportunity to get the capital it needed
to diversify from the machine operations that had
failed to match those of Tattersalls, to claw back
market share and not to slide even further over the
period the current Leader of the Opposition - had
we the misfortune of his running the government would have left it languishing, letting it seriously
disadvantage itself in the competitive market
The Leader of the Opposition has shown his total
lack of understanding of the basic dynamics of
private enterprise. I will return to that aspect in the
context of his misrepresentation of the performance
of Southcorp Holdings, a company of which we
should all be proud. It has made strong investments;
it has been one of the best growth investment
companies in Australia.
His suggestion shows that he believes the
government should have kept the TAB hamstnmg in
a competitive market. He has no understanding of
what was going on in the TAB, no understanding of
appropriate investment strategy and no
understanding of the dynamics of business.

The situation was that the TAB, with a statutory
right to half of the gaming machines in Victoria, was
receiving approximately one-third of the turnover.
With a guaranteed access to half the machines it was
languishing behind Tattersalls. Tattersalls was
outperforming it everywhere because the TAB had
made unwise investment decisions, and had people
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who were not commercially focused making
decisions about venues. It had made bad decisions
about the nature of the machines and had pinned its
hopes on selling technology abroad which was
untried and unacceptable to the marketplace.
The end result was that as a result of the restrictions
that the Leader of the Opposition's approach would
have imposed and maintained on the TAB, the TAB
was not a full and active participant in the
competitive market to capitalise on the extension of
gaming machines. It is now in a pOSition to be an
effective competitor with Tattersalls. We expectand what is more, Tattersalls expects - that the
TAB as Tabcorp will actually claw back lost ground.
It is putting in the machines the marketplace wants,
the machines people in the entertainment venues
want. It has access to the capital it needs to do that.
It is reassessing its venues and being aggresSive in
seeking out the most attractive venues in private
ownership. It would have had no realistic
opportunity of doing that had it continued in
government ownership. It is competing with the
casino.
I shall return to the lies the opposition told the
people of Victoria and the potential investors about
the effect of the casino on gaming machine and
wagering revenue. He actually deliberately and
maliciously misled the potential investors with not
only the intention of undermining the float but with
the stated deliberate intention of sabotaging the TAB
float.
The Leader of the Opposition has given 68 reasons
that he claims for the TAB float not being as
successful as it ought to have been. He has
distributed them to the media, read them into the
record today and flourished them around. Many of
the 68 reasons actually recycle his inaccurate
allegations, many others are quotations of other
people, not the people to whom he attributed them,
and in some cases they merely report factors that
were set out in the prospectus - 68 purported
reasons to give the Parliament and the people of
Victoria.
In all of his 68 reasons and all of the time he spent on
them he could not find room to mention the major
culprit who actually robbed the Victorian people of
up to $135 million. He says people should look in
the mirror. When he is looking for the 68 reasons for
people not having invested in the TAB, for the
government and the taxpayer not having realised
the full value the TAB ought to have had, he ought
to look in the mirror because it is his economic
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terrorism that actually led to the collapse of the
market for the TAB.
Brumby and Theophanous acted as economic
terrorists in the undennining of the TAB float. We
are not the only ones to say that. He was very fond
of quoting from the media. He went through quote
after quote from one newspaper after another, but
he did not mention the fact that after he made his
disgraceful and reprehensible attack on the TAB
float, every single newspaper in Australia
editorialised against the ALP, criticised this sabotage
as setting new depths for the Victorian Labor Party
and criticised the effect it would have of tarnishing
Australia's reputation and threatening to make us
the banana republic that Paul Keating had
threatened us with.
There were reports that he has not denied about
approaches from the federal government to the
Victorian ALP drawing attention to the irresponsible
nature of the attacks he was making .on the TAB.
It is worth noting that over the past week we have
seen encouraging news in Ireland. Even the Irish
Republican Army has put aside terrorism and is
acting responsibly in the pursuit of peace in Ireland.
That stands in stark contrast with the terrorist tactics
of the Victorian ALP. This debate today and the
attack that has been made is a further illustration of
the fact that the Victorian people can look to the
Victorian Labor Party to continue to undermine their
interests. It is not in the interests of the people of
Victoria to have Tabcorp undermined. It is
interesting to note the correlations that are around.
We have Mr 13 per cent languishing here -13 per
cent of the electorate say they support this Leader of
the OppOSition, just 13 per cent, an historical low!
Even support for Lange in New Zealand did not get
that low. This man is setting new depths for how
Iowa leader of the opposition can go in public
esteem -13 per cent support. That 13 per cent also
happens to be the amount by which the share price
for Tabcorp has appreciated since the shares were
listed. We know already that something in the
vicinity of 25 cents a share was available for
Victorian taxpayers that has not been gained by
them because this man sabotaged the float of the
TAB.

It was not only the government that put the cost of
Brumbyand Theophanous's actions at $135
million - that figure came from press reaction, from
the editorials and the articles by the most respected
economic commentators in this country slamming
the opposition for having deliberately sabotaged the
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float and pointing up the difficulty that their
colleagues in Canberra will have as a result of such
assaults.
I have made the point before that not everybody has
a uniform interest in having shares floated at the
highest price. There are a large number of
institutions and other investors, a whole host of
other people and players in the marketplace, who
have reasons to encourage the listing of a float
product at the bottom of the likely range. The
market can accommodate those things.
Most of the issues that the Leader of the Opposition
has raised today are addressed openly and fully in
the prospectus, including the remuneration package
payable to Mr Wilson. We had a well-informed
market. The fact is that the actions of the opposition
sabotaged the float. Despite all of the things to
which the Leader of the Opposition has directed
attention, the float opened with a higher level of
interest than many other major retail floats have of
recent times. There was strong retail investor interest
at the beginning of the float subSCription period, but
as has been acknowledged in the Australian
newspaper in an article by Richard Gluyas analysing
the returns on prospectus-based applications for
shares, when the Leader of the Opposition's
comments were reported, the number of share
applications declined overnight by 50 per cent.
Mr BRUMBY (Leader of the Opposition) - On a
point of order, Mr Deputy Speaker, the Treasurer
just referred to comments I made. I ask the Treasurer
to refer to and produce those comments.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER - Order! There is no
point of order. The Leader of the Opposition has had
his opportunity to make comments during his
contribution to the debate. It is now the opportunity
of the Treasurer to counter that debate. Unless there
are remarks that the Leader of the Opposition finds
offensive, or that cast aspersions - and members
can request that they be dealt with -the Chair does
not have the power to direct the Treasurer along the
line of debate, apart from indicating what is outside
the guidelines of debating rules.
Mr BRUMBY -On the point of order,
Mr Deputy Speaker, my understanding of the
standing orders is that if during debate or question
time a member refers to and quotes comments made
by another member, I am entitled to, as the Speaker
has ruled, ask that the person making those claims
and quoting those comments be obliged to produce
the evidence to substantiate that claim. In this
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deba te, and I am not talking about a
misrepresentation, as I understand the standing
orders, if the Treasurer says that I said certain things
he must be able to substantiate that I said them if he
is referring to those newspaper articles. The
Treasurer is making some strong claims about
terrorism and comments I am alleged to have made.
At no stage have I made the comments that he is
alleging I have made, and I ask him to produce the
documentary evidence or the newspaper cuttings
showing that I made any such comments that he is
alleging.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER - Order! The Treasurer
on the point of order?
Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer) - Mr Deputy
Speaker, I have nothing to say on the point of order;
I think you have ruled on it.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER - Order! I am at a loss
to follow the train of the argument of the Leader of
the Opposition in the sense that he is alleging that
the Speaker has set a precedent by demanding that
people justify or support comments that are made in
the house. I am not aware of that. I would need to
talk to the Speaker about that and to do some
research. Certainly I have no recollection of people
having to support, by document or other means,
inferences that they have made in the house. Sure,
there has been a call from time to time for people to
substantiate what has been said.
From my recollection there is no evidence that I can
recall of the Speaker making a direction for people to
substantiate what they are saying. I repeat that if the
Leader of the Opposition finds that the comments
made by the Treasurer are derogatory, or that they
impugn or cast aspersiOns, he has the opportunity to
seek a withdrawal.
Mr BRUMBY (Leader of the Opposition) Mr Deputy Speaker, I thank you for your leniency
on the matter. But I distinctly recall that during the
period I have been in this house as Leader of the
Opposition matters have been raised in question
time concerning allegations about the reported
comments of certain members of this place. My
understanding is that the Minister for Finance and
the Minister for Planning raised the point of order.
The Speaker ruled that the person making those
charges could be required to produce the newspaper
cutting that supported the claim that was being
made. A moment ago the Treasurer said there were
newspaper reports of comments I had made
sabotaging the float of the TAB. There are no such
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comments. I ask him to produce the document to
substantiate the claim he is making.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER - Order! The Chair is
saying there is no precedent in this place for
demanding that a speaker substantiate comments
such as those. I will raise the issue with the Speaker
at the first available opportunity. If I am advised of
anything to the contrary, I will report back to the
house.
Mr STOCK DALE (Treasurer) - Thank you,
Mr Deputy Speaker. In the Herald Sun Matthew
Pinkney wrote a report following comments by the
Leader of the Opposition and Mr Theophanous
purporting to represent the release of an ALP policy
on changes in gambling products. The Leader of the
Opposition has since sought to redefine some of
these comments; but they were made, and they were
made quite openly for the purpose of sabotaging the
float of the TAB. The Leader of the Opposition can
now squirm as much as he likes.
Mr BRUMBY (Leader of the Opposition) -On a
point of order - Mr Stockdale - Squinn some more, come on!
Mr BRUMBY - The Treasurer just said that I
made comments in the Herald Sun about a matter. I
ask him to produce those comments or the piece of
paper. You are a liar!
The DEPUTY SPEAKER - Order! Before I deal
with the point of order, I ask the Leader of the
Opposition to withdraw that last unparliamentary
remark, without qualification.
Mr BRUMBY (Leader of the Opposition) - I
withdraw.
Mr HAERMEYER (yan Yean) -On a point of
order, during his speech the Treasurer also referred
to the Leader of the Opposition as a liar. He was not
pulled up at that point. I think the vigilance that is
being shown to what is said on this side of the house
does not appear to be shown to what is said on the
other side. I ask that the Treasurer's remark about
the Leader of the OppOSition also be withdrawn.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER - Order! I trust the
honourable member for Yan Yean is not casting
aspersions on the Chair.
Mr Haermeyer - Certainly not.
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The DEPUTY SPEAKER - Order! I would like
to assure him and all other members of the house
that I would find it totally tmacceptable if
honourable members on either side made those
comments. If the Treasurer made them, I missed
them, and I regret the opportunity. I certainly will
not show fear or favour to either side of the house in
ruling on behaviour that is considered
unparliamentary.
I return to the point of order raised by the Leader of
the Opposition, which is the same point of order that
was raised before. I will go back to the Speaker and
speak to him, as I promised you earlier; and if there
is any difference on the ruling I have given, I will
report back to the house.
Mr BRUMBY (Leader of the Opposition) - On
the point of order, during what has been a fairly
wide-ranging debate with strong views expressed
on both sides, the Treasurer - apart from using
some colourful adjectives like malicious and terrorist
and so on - referred to me as a liar. I ask him to
withdraw it.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER - Order! As I have
already stated in my response to the honourable
member for Van Yean - Mr Brumby interjected.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER - Order! The Leader of
the OppOSition has now raised behaviour that he
finds tmacceptable and has asked for a withdrawal.
The Chair requests the Treasurer to withdraw.
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editorial 'Economic Wreckers' on 6 August;
editorials in a wide range of other news outlets; and
comment by authoritative commentators such as
Terry McCrann, so much quoted by the Leader of
the OppOSition, slamming the opposition for raising
an issue of sovereign risk which had not been a
feature of Australian commercial life before those
comments were made.
The fact is the Victorian ALP has deliberately and
maliciously put at risk the international standing of
Australia. They have raised the spectre of a
government setting aside licence conditions that are
not only in contracts and in licenses but are based on
the statutory provisions of the arrangements
surrounding the granting of the wagering and
gaming licenses that Tabcorp holds.
The Labor Party may try to resile from that when it
becomes clear, even through the fog in his head, that
the Leader of the Opposition has made a disastrous
mistake that he will have difficulty in recovering
from and when even he comes to realise the damage
he has done to his standing and that of his party
compared with the damage that had already been
done by the Labor Party's perfonnance in
government.
Even after all those things penetrate the Leader of
the Opposition's head, the fact will remain that the
ALP set about deliberately, openly and avowedly to
sabotage the float of the TAB. It did so with quite
exquisite timing to coincide with the retail
subscription period of the float.

The ALP set about sabotaging the float. There can be
no argument about that. That is the perception of all
the newspapers in Australia. That was the way it
was reported on television; that is the way it has
been reported on by all the major economic
commentators in most of the serious newspapers in
this state.

The ALP may try to resile from it; the ALP may now
regret what it did. But the fact is that not just the
government but a wide range of authoritative
commentators made the point that its actions
threatened to cost and now have cost Victorian
taxpayers up to $135 million - that is, $135 million
flushed away from investors that should have gone
to the Victorian taxpayer. We did not have the
success we ought to have had but had to settle for
the success we could get once he set out to sabotage
the float.

After the comments of the Leader of the Opposition
and Mr Theophanous, there were a string of
editorials and a string of articles by feature writers
attacking the ALP, including articles by John Hurst
in the Australian Financial Review of 5 August;
Malcolm Maiden in the Age of 5 August; and
Step hen Bartholomeusz in the Age of 5 August. They
also included an article headed 'Bankers Attack
ALP' in the Australian of 6 August; the Herald Sun

There has been a great deal said about Mr Wilson. It
appears he is to be the subject of some continuing
vendetta by the Victorian Labor Party. It is
astonishing that in the first debate of the new session
following the proroguing of Parliament we start
with a motion, the first half of which concerns a
failed investment by an important Australian
company. I want to say something about Southcorp,
not about Mr Wilson. I want to say how important

Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer) - I withdraw,
Mr Deputy Speaker.
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Southcorp is for this country and how disastrous it is
that the Victorian Labor Party is seeking to
undermine this company.
But first, let me just say in passing - to repeat what
I said before - that Mr Wilson was never intended
to be an employee of the Victorian government. He
has never been an employee of the Victorian
government. Mr Wilson did not take up his pOSition
with Tabcorp until after the company had been
floated. He was recruited by the company to be its
managing director after privatisation, and that is the
only pOSition he ever held. He was not involved in
the float in any capacity. He was not employed by
the Victorian government and was not subject and
will never be subject to the standards that the
Victorian government applies to the remuneration of
public sector employees.
The salary package for Mr Wilson was negotiated on
behalf of his intended employer, the privatised
Tabcorp, in the light of market considerations and
his pre-existing remuneration at Southcorp
Holdings. It was not negotiated by the government.
Although the government had to approve it, as I
have freely indicated, it was approved on the basis
that it was an issue for the company in relation to its
intended privatisation. The government did not
employ or select Mr Wilson, but it did regard him as
an appropriate appointment. Despite the smearing
of him by the Labor Party, he is unquestionably one
of Australia's leading business men.
The government was advised that Mr Wilson's
remuneration package at Southcorp was similar to
the package he now enjoys at Tabcorp. The
remuneration paid to him is ultimately a matter for
the company to decide. His base salary is not high
when compared with the base salaries of chief
executives of many Australian companies. He
receives $675 000 per annum, which is about the
middle range of base salaries for chief executives of
public companies in this country. It puts him well
and truly in the pattern of being a major Australian
chief executive, but his remuneration is not out of
line with the remuneration paid to other major chief
executives throughout Australia.
Mr Wilson has an entitlement to 1 per cent of the
shares in the company, but he is required to buy
those shares at full market value. A loan purchase
scheme is also involved in his remuneration
package. Other chief executives in similar situations
to him are entitled to similar packages. There is
nothing unusual for chief executives of major
corporations to have such salary packages; in fact, it
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is the norm for chief executives to have access to a
share acquiSition scheme.
Publicity was recently given to similar remuneration
packages, including the remuneration package of the
managing director of BHP, which provides
executives with returns of hundreds of thousands of
dollars, indeed millions of dollars. It is a standard
means of providing incentives for executives
managing major corporations. A number of other
executive perks are included in Mr Wilson's
remuneration package, and the government is
advised that they are not markedly out of line with
those received by executives in other companies of
similar size which have executives of Mr Wilson's
standing.
I acknowledge that it is a lot of money to a humble
minister who is earning the publicly stated income
that a minister's position attracts, but it is not out of
line with the remuneration packages applying to
executives both here and around the world. The
company was given advice to that effect when it
endorsed the remuneration package and it has done
no more than acknowledge that. Ultimately it is a
matter for the company to determine because the
government is not Mr Wilson's employer.
This attack on Mr Wilson has been extended to
Southcorp Holdings. It is suggested that there is
something reprehensible in the company's
investment in Mor-FIo in the United States of
America. Many Australian companies have made
investments overseas, and not all of them have been
successful. It is the nature of major investment
decisions that not all will be successful. Many
companies incur operating losses for long periods
when they commence to operate in jurisdictions,
endeavour to build market share, diversify their risk
profile and build their business. There is nothing
unusual in a company incurring losses while
endeavouring to develop a new market or expand
its business in a new market.
It is true that Mor-Ro has made losses which
adversely impacted on the profitability of
Southcorp. Indeed, the company is up-front about
those losses and is taking write-offs. If all Australian
companies avoided taking risks when expanding
their businesses overseas Australia would soon
become an economic backwater. It is not to
Mr Wilson's discredit or that of Southcorp that they
sought to expand and become international players
in the water heating business. It is not to their
discredit that they were not as successful as they
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would like to have been and that they suffered
losses.

investment in North America - the same as the
previous year.

It has been widely reported in the past few days that
the acting managing director of Southcorp has made
the point that the company has in place a strategy to
turn around its investment in Mor-FIo. The company
is not abandoning its investment, as the Leader of
the Opposition suggests by attacking the company
or saying it is a dud investment. It is putting a
strategy in place which entails Southcorp sticking
with the investment and making it a success.

Ross Wilson has had a magnificent record during his
term as head of Southcorp. Revenue increased
fivefold to $2.3 billion; net profit increased sixfold to
$128 million; and net assets trebled to $1.15 billion.
Importantly, especially for the shareholders of the
company - the people for whom Mr Wilson was
working - dividends per share doubled.

I have no brief to defend Southcorp. It is accountable
to the marketplace, its shareholders and
stakeholders in the same way that any other
corporation is accountable, but the Leader of the
Opposition is seeking to undermine the corporate
standing of the company by making a narrow,
worthless attack against Mr Wilson in the hope of
getting at the Victorian government. That reflects
badly on the Leader of the Opposition. It shows the
sort of man we now have leading the Labor Party in
Victoria.
Even in the days when the incompetent Labor
government was driving Victoria into the ground
and was losing billions of dollars and adding
billions of dollars to the state's debt, it did not stoop
to deliberate sabotage.1bis is a new feature in the
life of the Victorian Labor Party, and it is not
compatible with the workings of the Labor Party in
Canberra. It is occurring here because this Leader of
the OppOSition is a captive of the left. He is attacking
an Australian company and an Australian executive
who have both been immensely successful, in the
vain hope that some of the mud he throws will
splash on the Victorian government.
What was the performance of Southcorp during the
time Mr Wilson was the chief executive? The
Australian Financial Review published an article that
put the other side of the story to balance some of the
criticism. It explicitly sought to balance the
misrepresentation of Mr Wilson's record at
Southcorp and indicated that even after the Mor-FIo
investment pre-abnormal profit for 1993-94 was little
changed from the 1992-93 figure of $128 million. The
company that was supposedly being driven into the
ground by this rapacious chief executive, the
company that was on its knees through the alleged
incompetence that the Leader of the Opposition
attaches so much importance to, has maintained its
profitability even against those losses from its North
American venture. Under Mr Wilson's tutelage the
company made $128 million even after the

like many other entrepreneurs Mr Wilson made
some investments that did not go so well. TIlis is a
person of high standing in the Australian business
community. 1bis is a man who the Leader of the
Opposition set out to attack, talk down and smear
with innuendo because of his associations with
former friends and business colleagues. He is
inaccurate in some of the criticisms he makes. I am
advised that Michael Tilley was not an adviser to the
interests with which Ross Wilson was associated in
the BHP and Elders issues but was an adviser to
BHP. He was on the other side to that of the people
with whom the Leader of the Opposition seeks to
associate Mr Wilson - yet that does not stop him
smearing Mr Wilson.
The Leader of the OppOSition has thrown around
inaccurate and irresponsible allegations ever since
he changed his tune on privatisation. He went round
telling people that Victoria now had a modem Labor
Party, that he was leading a revitalised ALP and that
he had thrown off the influence of the left. He said
he would be a Keating-type Labor leader; he was
going to adopt all the modem policies of Labor and
democratic socialist governments around the world.
He promised there would be responsible budgeting
and no deficit financing; he was not going to drive
up debt. He said he would be into government
business reform. The Leader of the Opposition even
supported privatisation along the lines of that
supported by his leader in Canberra. He has aligned
himself with the ALP right - he dresses like it and
tries to look like and sound like it - but the fact is
he is a puppet of the left. It sent him a shot across his
bows a few months ago when it got poor old dopey
lan Baker to run against him.
The SPEAKER - Order! The Treasurer used an
unparliamentary expression, and I ask him to
withdraw.
Mr STOCK DALE - I am sorry, it got the poor
old dopey honourable member for Sunshine to stand
against him.
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The SPEAKER - Order! The word'dopey' is
unparliamentary, and I ask the Treasurer to
withdraw.
Mr STOCKDALE - The honourable member for
Sunshine was induced by the left to mount an attack
on the Leader of the Opposition. The left never
intended that he would actually get up; the purpose
was not to switch the leadership to Ian Baker. Look
at the Leader of the Opposition, sitting there with
that fixed grin on his face, trying to pretend he is not
worried about what is going on behind him. He
would be better off turning his chair around and
facing that way so that he knows what they are
doing!
The purpose of the exercise was not to install the
honourable member for Sunshine as the leader of the
Victorian Labor Party. The purpose of the message
was to do two things: to tell the Leader of the
Opposition that the left had a power of veto over his
actions and to tell him that although it might not be
able to get somebody elected it could certainly bring
him down if it switched its support. So it switched
its support at the beginning of the meeting for the
purpose of threatening that it would put him on the
rack if he did not toe its line.
Just to make sure he did not miss the pOint, after the
Leader of the Opposition adjourned the meeting to
stitch together a deal, the left said it wanted a
reminder sitting beside him in Parliament. It wanted
the deputy leader to be a member of its faction. The
left wanted to get rid of the poor old honourable
member for Niddrie - he had to make way - and
put in his place the honourable member for
Richmond. He was intended to serve as a tangible
reminder to everybody, but most particularly to the
Leader of the Opposition, that the left was pulling
the strings. The Deputy Leader of the Opposition
would be able to reach out and touch him in
Parliament, just to remind him. 'You do not have to
look behind you, John', they were saying, 'we are
here. We have our man there, watching what is
going on. You just watch out. If you don't toe our
line, we will bring you down'. He knows that that is
true - and what is more, everybody in Victoria
knows it is true.
If the Leader of the Opposition fails to toe the line,

the left will bring him down. Why isn't Theo
Theophanous making the running with him? Theo
Theophanous was the first to make those
irresponsible statements; the Leader of the
Opposition was dragged in later to supplement
them. He is marching to the left's tune. He is
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publicly against privatisation because he has to be to
hold onto his position. He sabotaged the float of the
Totalizator Agency Board because he had to. He
backed up Theo because the left told him that was
the price of his holding his job. If there is any
corruption in VictOria, it is the corruption of power
in the Victorian Labor Party that is dragging the
Leader of the Opposition away from his natural
position and his natural factional allegiances and
making him a captive of the left.
Just to top it off, the left sent him the same message
it has sent previous Labor leaders: 'It is not good
enough for you to remain a member of your
right-wing faction. We don't want any right-Wing
faction involvement in the leadership of the party.
You have to quit your faction and agree not to
attend any more factional meetings'. Everybody in
Victoria knows that was the left's quid pro quo for
saving his job. That is how it was reported at the
time. The left gave him a warning, letting him have
the job because he agreed to toe its line. But sitting
there beside him every day in question time is the
left's deputy leader. He is a tangible reminder to the
whole of Victoria that the Leader of the Opposition
is not his own man, that he is not pursuing his own
policy perspectives, that he could not deliver what
he wanted to even if he were in government because
the left pulls the strings. He is a puppet of the
Socialist Left. The left warned him; it made him
adjourn that meeting; it stitched up a deal; and it put
conditions on his holding the job. The Leader of the
OppOSition is there only because the left left him
there - and that is why he behaves in this
irresponsible way.
His attack on Mr Wilson is as scurrilous as it is
inaccurate. His attack on Southcorp Holdings is
beneath even his tawdry standards. That company is
one of the great achievers for Australia. It is capable
of taking the Australian flag overseas and
establishing this country as an economic power to be
reckoned with. But the Leader of the Opposition is
trying to pull it down to get some narrow political
advantage in the short run.
A range of issues arise in any float, some of which
militate in favour of a high price, some of which are
distractions. The TAB's past investment difficul ties,
its bad decisions on gaming machines and its
inability to win an adequate market share were set
out in the prospectus. The dangers of future changes
in the law were also addressed in the prospectus, as
was the nature of its licensing arrangements. Its
competitive pOSition was also described in the
prospectus. The government was honest; the people
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who were dishonest were the members of the
Victorian ALP, in particular its leader. The Victorian
ALP has plumbed new depths. Even when the
incompetence of the Leader of the Opposition's
predecessors was threatening to bankrupt Victoria,
the ALP did not resort to the deliberate sabotage of
the interests of Victorian taxpayers. Cain didn't, Jolly
didn't, Fordham didn't, Kimer didn't and Sheehan
didn't. They were all incompetent and they did
immense damage during the whole time they were
in government. Although they did more damage
than the current Leader of the Opposition - they
had 10 years, and he will have 10 years in opposition
to work on getting his record up - not one of them,
despite their incompetence, deliberately set out to
sabotage the interests of the people of Victoria.
The Leader of the Opposition is a self-confessed
economic terrorist. The newspaper reports show that
he and Mr Theophanous, the shadow Minister for
Finance in the other place, told the people of Victoria
their purpose was to stop the TAB float. That was
not the Leader of the Opposition's natural position;
he was just doing what the left demanded as its quid
pro quo for his continuing to sit there grinning
inanely.
What was the ALP's argument? Did we hear about
its magical new gambling policy during the debate
on the TAB bill? No, we did not. We heard it was
ideolOgically obsessed with its opposition to
privatisation - something that is not true of
Canberra. The house heard speech after speech after
speech couched in almost the same language.
Members opposite got up and rambled on about
their opposition to privatisation. Not one of them
mentioned the ALP's policy document spelling out
the new conditions for gambling in Victoria. They
had the opportunity during that debate to tell
Victoria about it. One would have thought that any
opposition would have seized the opportunity
offered by a debate on a bill to facilitate Victoria's
first really big privatisation to tell Victorians about
its policy. When in opposition the coalition used to
take every opportunity in parliamentary debates to
spell out its policies. The opposition told us nothing
about its policy.
After the TAB float had opened for retail
applications from investors, suddenly the ALP had a
policy. In the Herald Sun we read the headline' ALP
policy threat on TAB' and comments by Theo
Theophanous, who is apparently the spokesman on
gambling policy, that the opposition had a policy.
Not only did it have a policy, it had a moral
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obligation to tell the people of Victoria about it! The
article states:
1t would be derelict of the Labor Party not to warn
potential investors of our intentions', Mr Theophanous
said.

So he presented this so-called policy in a leak to the

Herald Sun:
The policy - details of which have been provided to
the Herald Sun - would end the gaming and wagering
monopoly enjoyed by Tatts, the casino and the TAB.

Throughout the whole of the retail subscription
period for the float, the Labor Party maintained the
lie that it had a gambling policy which would affect
the competitive pOSition of the people of Victoria.
Then the Labor Party came clean. But one thing
happened before it came clean: the period for retail
subscriptions of the float closed. It was not until the
end of the retail subscription period when the
damage had been done that the Victorian ALP told
the truth. It said, 'We do not have a policy. We just
have a few ideas'.
The due diligence committee, operating to preserve
the integrity of the prospectus, made an inquiry at
the opposition's office. The Leader of the Opposition
said it was a great controversy. He said, 'The due
diligence committee actually asked us if we had a
policy'. It rang the Labor Party after reports in the
newspapers quoted opposition members saying they
had a policy. Of course the due diligence committee
made an inquiry about that. But what was the
answer? The important thing was not the question,
as the Leader of the Opposition suggested - the
important thing was the answer. The answer was,
'No, we don't have a policy'. So it was then reported
that the ALP did not have a policy. There was no
document and, to this day, as far as I am aware,
there is no document that the ALP says is its policy.
The prospectus dealt with the issues raised by the
Leader of the Opposition. The prospectus informed
the market well. The market could cope with the cut
and thrust of the interests of various people in
having a lower rather than a higher price. It could
cope with all of the downsides of any business. Any
business that has to go through a prospectus process
has things it must disclose to people. After all, that is
the purpose of the prospectus.
The prospectus was quite up front about all the
negative things that should be considered. The
market could and did accommodate those things.
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Until the Leader of the Opposition made his
comments the subscriber interest had been very
strong - stronger, we are advised, than it had been
in a number of high-profile floats in recent times.
But when the comments of the Leader of the
Opposition and Mr Theophanous were reported the
retail interest collapsed overnight. Not only was the
level of subscriptions halved and at a level from
which it never recovered, but also in recent floats
there had been a rush of subscriptions at the end.
That rush never came at anything like the level all
the experts anticipated it would be.
In addition the telephone inquiry service was beset
with people ringing up, complaining about the
opposition's comments. People who had made firm
applications for shares rang up and withdrew their
subscriptions as a result of the opposition's
complaints. The opposition had an impact at a series
of levels.
Firstly, and most importantly, it directly dissuaded a
whole host of private investors, including the people
who rang up and withdrew their applications.
Secondly, it surrounded the float with an aura of
political controversy. This was not a float, not a
company, and not a share being assessed on its
merits. It was being assessed against a background
the Leader of the Opposition deliberately and
callously made of high-level political controversy.
He went out of his way, giving as many interviews
as he possibly could, getting himself on television as
much as he could, with no intention other than to
sabotage the float and drive the price down. He
intended to drive the price down so far that the float
would be a complete failure. Why? Because it suits
his political purposes to destroy the float.
What could have been better from the point of view
of the Leader of the Opposition than if the float had
not proceeded - if the level of subscriptions had not
been sufficient to have the float proceed? He could
have claimed it as a major failure but, more
importantly, he would have turned to the socialist
left and said, 'There you are; you told me to destroy
the float and I've done it'.
The fact is that although he damaged the interests of
Victorian taxpayers and cost them up to
$135 million, the float proceeded and was successful.
He made no secret of his actions or the purpose of
his actions, which was to sabotage the float. But in
doing so he deliberately misled the people of
Victoria. He claimed at a very sensitive stage of the
float process that wagering revenue had plummeted
in the city. That is not true. Indeed, the chief
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executive of the TAB went on radio the next day to
say it was not true, that the opening of the casino did
not lead to a downturn in revenue from wagering.
I have now obtained the figures to make a proper
comparison. If we compare the two months
immediately preceding the opening of the casino
with the two months immediately after it opened we
see that wagering turnover is not down. Indeed, a
comparison of the turnover for those periods reveals
that wagering turnover is actually up 2.9 per cent
since the casino opened. So predicating his attack
today on the fact that the period following the
opening of the casino was a bad time to float the
TAB is not borne out by the very figures he
misrepresented when he made his public comments.
The Leader of the Opposition made similar
comments on gaming machine revenue. He claimed
repeatedly, as did Theo Theophanous, that gaming
machine revenue is down as a result of the opening
of the casino. We have looked at the figures again.
We can compare gaming machine figures for the
eight weeks before the casino opened with the
figures for the eight weeks after it opened and
discover that turnover is actually up 1.6 per cent.
The total amount of gambling in Victoria has
increased.
Why? Because, as we explained to the racing
industry, to other interests involved and to the
media, Victorians historically have not had the
gambling opportunities of other states, particularly
New South Wales, the most comparable state.
Gambling expenditure per head in Victoria is way
below the level in other states -probably still way
below - even though we and the former Labor
govemrnent have increased the opportunities for
Victorians to enjoy that pleasant pursuit.
Contrary to what the Leader of the Opposition said
to deliberately damage the float, the casino has not
led to a reduction in wagering turnover or in gaming
machine turnover. He did not tell the people the
truth. He did not comply with the laws in this
country. He actually misrepresented factual
information which was price sensitive to potential
investors.
The Leader of the Opposition makes a great deal of
capital out of the fact that the govemrnent is
restricted by law to comply with honest information
being made available to the electorate. We put
honest information into the prospectus which
allowed investors to make prudent and wise
decisions on whether they would invest their
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money. The Leader of the Opposition puts himself
above the law. He made statements which are
wrong and which had no purpose other than to
misinform investors with the purpose of deliberately
damaging the float and the interests of the people of
Victoria. Moreover, the central thrust of the
damaging claims is wrong. The ALP could never do
what it threatened to do were we ever unforhmate
enough to have a Labor government again in this
state. The comments of the Leader of the Opposition
raised the issue of sovereign risk while he is in
opposition. They had an effect on the float while he
is in opposition. With Paul Keating looking at major
privatisations as well, they must have sent shivers
through the Lodge!
The fact is the Leader of the Opposition damaged
Australia's reputation for nothing. He knows, as I
know, that if Victoria is ever unlucky enough to
have a Labor government again he will not be able
to carry out those threats. He could never carry out
the threat to repudiate the contracts, licences or
legislation upon which the competitive position of
wagering and gaming is based, let alone the fact that
he is criticising a gaming machine environment that
was actually determined by the previous Labor
government.
Gaming machines operate in this state on the basis
of a competitive regime established not by this
government but by the Labor Party when it was in
government. But the Leader of the Opposition could
never carry out those threats. Firstly, he has no real
prospect this century of having control of the
Legislative Council. The Liberal and National parties
would not allow him to imperil Australia's
reputation by repudiating contractual arrangements.
Nor is the Leader of the Opposition likely to be in
government in the lower house in a time scale that is
relevant. But if he were to get into government, for
all his political immaturity and commercial
ignorance, he knows that no Labor Party
government could ever repudiate those contracts or
go back on the sorts of arrangements that it put in
the Casino Control Bill that we followed in large
measure in the Gammg and Betting Bill to floa t the
TAB.
He would know that those contracts and licences
could never be repudiated by a Labor government
and that a Labor government, in its own interests
and in the interests of Australia, would have to
honour the obligations it incurred.
Mr Brumby interjected.
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Mr STOCK DALE - What are the consequences?
You talk about competition. You are against creating
competition in electricity.
Mr Brumby interjected.
Mr STOCKDALE - You are against creating
competition in water. You are against creating
competition in gas. You opposed the contracting out
to get competition into transport. You opposed
introducing more effective competition into
gambling.
The privatisation of the Totalizator Agency Board
makes the TAB a more competitive entity in relation
to gaming machines and it will increase the
evenness of the level playing field across gambling
activities generally. The competition relevant to
consumers is not the competition between operators,
because they are so intensely regulated that there is
no effective opportunity for competition. Even if you
had half a dozen; even if you had - An honourable member interjected.
Mr STOCKDALE - All right; you do not
understand any of this, so if you kept quiet and
listened you might learn something! It does not
matter how many operators we have in relation to
wagering. It does not matter how much we fragment
the pool and suffer all the disadvantages of a
fragmented pool, because the fact is that no
consumer has direct access to that pool; access is
gained only through retail outlets. Competition does
not take place at the pool level; it takes place at the
retail level. Because of the nature of the product,
because of the requirement for probity, because of
the dangers of the intrusion of organised crime, both
we and the Labor Party have agreed on very
intensive regulation of the operators involved in
gaming industries. Irrespective of the number of
operators and all the disadvantage we would suffer
from having the number of operators the Leader of
the Opposition is apparently speaking for, we would
actually get no competitive discipline out of having
more operators operating in that regulatory regime.
The important level of competition is the retail level.
At the retail level customers will be given additional
and more meaningful choice by virtue of the
privatisation of the TAB. The Leader of the
Opposition is wrong yet again when he suggests
that we would be better - An honourable member interjected.
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Mr STOCKDALE - You go and read Hansard
and you will see what I said. Maybe if you reflect on
it and have someone on this side explain it to you,
you will understand.

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr STOCKDALE - The privatisation of the TAB
will open up - The SPEAKER - Order! I have already indicated
to the honourable member for Yan Yean that I will
call him at the appropriate time, and I ask him to
remain silent.
Mr STOCKDALE - Privatisation will open up
much more effective competition for people who go
to gaming machine venues and for wagering
operators. The TAB venues can expect to improve
their service to customers because they face
intensive competition with the opening up to more
competition, as the previous government opened
up, and the venues will now have the opportunity to
respond to that demand.
The gaming machine venues that were not attractive
to the public will be made attractive through the
new competitive discipline of the TAB in its
privatised fonn.
What were the consequences of the actions of the
Australian Labor Party? Many calls were received
from investors and potential investors expressing
their concerns and reluctance to invest in light of the
ALP's comments; the number of retail subSCriptions
halved and never recovered; and applicants,
including some who had made finn commitments,
withdrew their applications. Not just the
government but many other commentators have
made the point that the Labor Party's actions cost
taxpayers $135 million.
What must be happening in Canberra now, in light
of the privatisation program of the federal Labor
government? We do not have to look only at
Canberra: before I refer to Canberra let us look at the
Labor Party in office. lhis is all the left forcing the
Leader of the Opposition to toe its antiprivatisation
line. It is obsessed with maintaining government
ownership to protect the vested interests of the
union officials who dominate these government
businesses, but this is not the way the Labor Party
behaved in government. When in government the
fonner Treasurer, Rob Jolly, actually argued that one
of the reasons for having private sector agents in
Workcare was to introduce competitive diSCipline

79

that would not be available from government
monopoly. He expliciUy and repeatedly argued the
advantages of privatisation as introducing private
sector expertise, competition and greater
perfonnance in the interests of consumers of the
private sector.
The previous government started the process by
privatising Loy Yang B power station. Certainly it
was driven by its inability to raise the capital it
needed, but the fact is that it privatised the Loy Yang
B power station and the fonner State Bank Victoria.
Certainly the previous government dressed it up as
a deal to sell to Keating, but it still privatised the
State Bank. It privatised the State Insurance Office.
Where was the Leader of the Opposition then? Was
he railing against the Victorian Labor government
about privatisation? No. He was not then supporting
the left of his party in opposing privatisation.
The fact is that the Labor Party is guilty of hypocrisy
over this issue. The only reason the Leader of the
Opposition abandoned the position pursued by his
own party in government was that the left
demanded that as the price of keeping him in office.
In Canberra the federal government is gearing up
for a further float of part of the Commonwealth
Bank; it is gearing up for the float of Qantas; it has
sold the Commonwealth Serum Laboratories and is
engaged in a wide range of other privatisations. The
federal government is engaged in a privatisation
program which is driven by its desire to get
productive businesses in Australia's private sector
and not to burden the country with inefficient and
ineffective government businesses, particularly
where they have monopolies.

The Labor Party in Canberra is supporting and
implementing privatisation. What must it think? The
federal Treasurer, Mr Ralph Willis, was even driven
to deny that he had to get on the phone and talk to
the Victorian Leader of the OppOSition and the
Honourable Theo Theophanous in another place to
call the dogs off in Victoria. He was even driven to
deny it in an interview; so concerned was Canberra
about what was going on down here.
The fact is that the Leader of the Opposition is not
representative of the modem Labor Party. Here we
have a Leader of the Opposition who is a puppet of
the Victorian Labor left, one of the last vestiges of
socialist thinking around the world; out of tune with
his own party in Canberra; out of tune, no doubt,
with what will happen at the Hobart conference; out

T ABCORP: CHIEF EXECUTIVE

80

ASSEMBLY

of tune with what the federal Labor government is
doing in airports, in Qantas and a whole host of
other areas.
TItis government is in line with the policies in
Canberra. In some instances - for example, in
electricity - our policies have been directly
endorsed by Canberra. Mr Willis came to the
opening of the Loy Yang B power station and in the
most extravagant language endorsed the Victorian
government's electricity reforms, including
privatisation, on our agenda. He endorsed those
reforms as a deliberate slap in the face to the Labor
Party in Victoria.
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basic information about the government's intentions
for the future of the TAB.
Throughout 1993 until the present time there has
been a series of milestones in the disaster of the
public float. We have seen the secrecy surrounding
the early consultants the government employed
towards the middle of last year, the sabotaging of
the TAB management to force changes to that
management and the cooking of the TAB books with
the special write-downs, which Kenneth Davidson
of the Age referred to by saying that the accounts
had been sandbagged with the express purpose of
making the previous management look bad and
giving the new management a flying start.

In Canberra the government must be twisting

because of its inability to do anything to protect
Australia's international standing against the
irresponsible sabotage the Labor Party has wrought
in Victoria.
It is not Ross Wilson who should be in the dock over
the privatisation of the TAB not going as well as it
should have gone. It is not Ross Wilson who has to
answer for the losses the Victorian community
suffered as a result of the shares being listed at the
lower end of the price range. The guilty party sits
opposite. The Leader of the Opposition set out to
damage the float, and unfortunately he succeeded.

The Victorian community will hold him responsible
for the fact that he sank to depths to which not even
the people the previous government jettisoned in
1992 were prepared to go, and in that course he has
set about undermining the reputation of a major
Australian corporation and a senior Australian
businessman in the idle pursuit of narrow political
advantage today. In fact if he read the editorials and
the expert commentators' analyses he would see that
it is the Victorian Labor Party that has been tried and
found guilty of having deliberately sabotaged the
TAB to the cost of the Victorian taxpayer.
Mr MILDENHALL (Footscray) - I welcome the
opportunity to participate in this debate and focus
on two of the last couple of paragraphs, (d) and (e),
in the motion, and my concerns. My recent
experience in trying to establish exactly what has
gone on in one of the episodes in this whole sorry
saga of the TAB float has given me some insight into
that matter.
The principal components have been a matter of
public record. It has for some time been a concern of
the opposition that early in 1993, through its then
spokesperson, the opposition sought to find some

Towards the end of the year Centaurus Corporate
Finance was hired and at the beginning of this year
came the next chapter: the hiring of the $8-million
man and the bungling of the TAB float. TItis saga
will long be remembered as one of the real disasters
of the Kennett administration.
Around the Western Oval there is a tenn we can
apply to the float - the chain of handpass on the
half-back line. Over the past 12 months we have
seen handpasses from one mate to another to yet
another. They say to each other, 'Off you go, see if
you can kick it'. The first mate was Mr Peter Scanlon
who was given the position of the Chairman of the
TAB. I have examined closely the hand pass to his
old mate and business associate Mr Michael Tilley of
Centaurus Corporate Finance. These handpasses did
not happen all at once; there were four or five
months between each one. The golden handpass the $8 million hand pass - was to Mr Ross Wilson.
That is one for which anybody on the field would be
very grateful.
With all the rhetoric surrounding the Treasurer and
government accountability, integrity and scrutiny
you have to ask yourself what sort of decision
making and public administration we are talking
about. Is this just coincidence? Are all the
connections members of the opposition are making
merely figments of our fertile imaginations? Has this
whole process been totally above board, reasonable,
careful and subject to scrutiny? It would come as no
surprise to anyone who has seen what a bungle the
TAB float has been and what odd connections have
been made between these individuals to learn that
the public administration part of it reflects those
standards.
I have closely examined Centaurus Corporate
Finance, the group hired for an unknown fee to do
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everything for this float, ranging from the provision
of general advice to the government to advice on
capital structures, the coordination of specialist
advisers, the negotiation and preparation of an
underwriting agreement, the overseeing of the
diligence review, the preparation of the prospectus,
the provision of full-time project leaders, the
negotiations with all parties, the obtaining of proper
contracting arrangements between government, the
TAB and the racing industry, and the overseeing of
the legislation. Talk about outsourcing! Who wants
to be Treasurer and pick this one up and take it for
six months?

On 21 December last year, the Tuesday before
Chrisbnas, the Premier announced that the
government was going to float the TAB and that
hundreds of thousands of Victorians would buy it.
As part of the standard of public administration
with which we are becoming more and more
familiar, the government decided that, rather than
advertise it, it would send invitations to tender to a
group of selected tenderers. To get the highest
quality and best prepared tenders the government
decided to give tenderers until the close of business
on the Thursday to put in their tenders - unless
you happened to be the unlucky group. I do not
know what it did to get in the bad books but one of
the groups was given only 24 hours; its letter was
signed on 22 December.
The applications arrived by the close of business two
days before Chrisbnas. Six hours of interviews were
conducted on Christmas Eve and a decision was
made that night. Who conducted the interviews?
Staff from the deparbnent. It was the first float of a
major corporation in Victoria and the tender
documents state that it was a difficult, highly
specialised and complex task, but the interviews
were conducted by departmental staff, who had
never before been involved in a float. They did not
import expertise from anywhere else, which any
other state government would have done. Even with
contracts much smaller than this, you seek expert
advice from other jurisdictions, even from overseas.
On Christmas Eve they were drawing up a
recommendation. I presume they had already
checked the bona fides of the successful tenderer,
Centaurus.
The Centaurus people have a low profile. They do
not advertise their services, put out brochures or go
around with capability statements saying that they
are the best corporate finance advisers in the
country; they rely on low-profile personal contact
and word of mouth. So it was decided that a low
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profile, word-of-mouth expert firm was being hired,
but the only time allowed to check on transactions
and on the record of the group that it was proposing
be hired was Chrisbnas Eve. If a person were setting
a day or a night of the year to check with senior
corporate identities throughout the country about
the expertise, contribution, experience and skill of
this group, could a worse night have been chosen? I
doubt it.
The memo on this half-million dollar consultancy
concerning the float of the first major public
corporation was two and a half pages long. This
two-and-a-half page memo delegated the
Treasurer's functions regarding this unbelievably
difficult and specialised float to the group. The next
working day the head of the unit said that the memo
was okay, and then it was off to the Treasurer. On
the next working day it was off to the State Tender
Board - all in the same week. There was no need to
advertise. Everything was okay.
The next day after that the Premier announced the
decision in slightly unusual circumstances in the
context of previous comments from Centaurus that a
low profile be kept and that the firm involved gets
its work only by quiet word of mouth. He said that
the key individual involved, Mr Michael Tilley, had
a great record and would do wonderful things for
US -quite an odd approach to keeping a low
profile. That is how someone with the specialised
leadership skills, advice and negotiating skills
required for a task like this was appOinted.
The opposition was a little surprised at Treasury's
operations in accepting Mr Ron Walker's advice on
the staging of the grand prix and rushing it through
with lightning speed. This is another such episode.
Clearly Treasury had a predisposition to appoint
this person, and some serious questions should be
asked about the process.
Over the past couple of days in order to help cover
up this process the opposition has been denied
knowledge of how much Mr Tilley and Centaurus
Corporate Finance are being paid to do the job and
of which senior personnel are involved and how
much they are being paid. The Treasurer has
frequently exhorted the Parliament to meet
standards. What sort of accountability and
transparency is there in our not being entitled to
know these things? How can the public have any
confidence in these decision-making processes if
there is no transparency? What sort of accountability
is that? How can the public ever have confidence in
the decision-making process if the public has no
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opportunity to understand the process and check
that the best person was chosen?
Given all the interpersonal COlUlectiOns involved, the
government has an obligation to demonstrate and
put on the public record that the process was sound
and that there was no opportunity for favouritism
and bias. What sorts of standards are we looking at?
They are not standards confidently applied by the
government.
Over the past few days it has been said repeatedly
that it would damage the reputation of the state,
companies and all sorts of people in all sorts of ways
if the amount Centaurus was paid were revealed how much taxpayers' money has gone to this crowd.
We now have an idea of how much is going to
Mr Wilson, and the government knows what the
opposition thinks about that. Are the same
'standards' applied elsewhere?
The opposition asked how much was paid for the
Byme Fleming report for the Department of
Education, another reasonably significant
consultancy. The department sent back some
material stating that around about the same amount,
maybe $500 million or $600 million, was paid for the
writing of the government's policy, the Schools of
the Future program. That consultancy was pOSSibly
of equal significance in respect of public policy, and
$550 000 was paid. The material provided listed the
key people providing advice and detailed their
backgrounds, including their educational
experience. It explained why that group got the job.
The material's brevity is equally feeble when
compared to the Treasury's documentation, but at
least the explanation is there and people can see
what a shambles and disgrace that appointment
process was, what lack of rigour was applied and
what poor analysis and evaluation were undertaken.
In the case of this Treasury decision, compressed
time lines and the obvious rush may suggest to any
observer that bias and favouritism were involved.
There has been a display of equally poor public
administration. By way of a micro example of this
whole sorry saga I have picked out one aspect of this
matter and demonstrated that there has been an
appalling lack of standards and lack of rigour, and
that a series of events and COlUlectiOns between
individuals leaves the government open to
speculation and to accusations that can rightly and
reasonably be made.

The appointment of Centaurus Corporate Finance
fea tures alongSide the other extraordinary episodes
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in this sorry saga. From an administrative point of
view the situation could not have been much worse.
It is an indictment of the way the government goes
about executing what it regards as tasks of greatest
public importance: the government seems to be
unable to bring to bear proper administrative
processes and proper diligence in undertaking most
important public tasks.
Mr CLARK (Box Hill) - The motion of the
Leader of the Opposition follows the usual vein of
opposition argument: it is full of wild allegations,
smear and slur. It attacks people who are not in a
position to defend themselves and it continues to
give vent to the Labor Party's suspicion that there is
some giant conspiracy in the private sector: that all
the people in the private sector have their hands in
each others' pockets; that because the people
involved are in business and happen to have had
prior dealings with each other it is one giant
conspiracy, and that because the Labor Party has
been left out there must be something crook going
on.
That is about the sum total of the substance behind
the motion the Leader of the OppOSition has moved
today. If you step back from this attempt to slur and
these wild allegations and misrepresentations and
look at the facts, you find they paint a completely
different picture.
What we have is a successful float of Tabcorp,
although it has been marred by the opposition's
attempts to sabotage it. It should be pointed out that,
unlike privatisations that have taken place in some
overseas countries, the Victorian government has
succeeded on behalf of Victorian taxpayers in
winning close to the top dollar obtainable from the
float.
This float has not gone off three, four or five times
oversubscribed and then listed at an enormous
premium to the float price, which sees the benefit
and the profit go straight into the hands of the
purchasers to the detriment of the taxpayers. It has
been well pitched to the market and, if it had not
been for the meddling of the oppOSition, it would
have gone off well up in the float range but it
certainly would not have been oversubscribed to a
multiple level in the way that other floats have been.
Therefore, the Tabcorp float has ensured that the
taxpayers rather than share purchasers receive the
bulk of the benefit. The Treasurer is to be
congratulated for managing the float to achieve that
result and therefore to achieve close to the
maximum possible benefit for Victorian taxpayers.
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It is also worth pointing out that since the close of

the float to date there has been a steady increase in
the market price of Tabcorp; it is not a quantum
leap, but the price has slowly moved up. As the
Treasurer indicated in his remarks, as some of the
overhang from the remarks of the Leader of the
Opposition wears off, the share price seems to be
moving to a level that more closely reflects the
underlying fundamentals, which are showing that
the company is being regarded by the market as a
sound investment and that the market has
confidence in the structure and arrangements that
have been put in place for this company.
We now have a Victorian-based private sector
business in the gaming, wagering and associated
entertainment areas. It is a private company free
from the shackles of the public sector that have
dogged the TAB for so long and led to its being well
beaten even in a two-horse race by its private sector
competitor in the gaming market. It is now free to
get out there and compete without having one hand
tied behind its back, and we have every reason to
believe it will succeed in doing so. It is a big plus for
the Victorian economy.
It is well worth pointing out that Victoria has an

enormous advantage in being the first state to get its
wagering and gaming entity into the private sector
because it gives us a head start on competitors.
Indeed, one of the reasons the float has attracted
such Significant international interest is that even on
an international scale this is one of the first vehicles
available on the stock market for people who want
to put money into the gaming, wagering and related
industries. It is a rare thing even in the United States
of America.
Reports suggest that if the company had been
available for total purchase by foreign interests the
chances are that they would have snapped it up
because large international funds that want
diversified portfolios are examining the changing
patterns of consumption in modern times and
looking to invest in vehicles of this sort, and Tabcorp
is one of the few available.
By getting it on the market quickly and not taking
the advice of the Leader of the Opposition - who
said, 'Wait, wait, wait', which would have enabled
our competitors to steal the march on us and
enabled the casino to get out and make hay while
the TAB laboured on in the public sector - Victoria
and its economy will benefit from having a
competitive company that can be up there with the
best of them; a leader in Australia if not the world.
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Those are the facts about the Tabcorp float. It is a
long way from all the smear, innuendo and wild
allegations and the 68 points the Leader of the
OppOSition trotted out.

It is worth reflecting on the way the opposition has
handled this issue because it gives an insight into a
number of aspects of the Australian Labor Party.
First and foremost it reflects the Labor Party's
suspicion of the private sector and its ignorance of
the way it operates. It reflects its lack of knowledge
of and respect for the laws its federal counterparts
have put in place governing the operations of
securities markets in this country and the principles
that have been established to make sure there is full
and open dissemination of information and that
everybody is in a pOSition to make an informed
decision.
I think it is also a reflection on the ALP's internal
politics that the approach of the Victorian Labor
Party to business entities is in such stark contrast to
that of its federal colleagues. As the Treasurer
pointed out, the federal government is moving
steadily towards the privatisation of a wide range of
business enterpriseS. Although the federal
government has been a bit slow in seeing the merits
of getting business entities into the private sector, it
has at last seen the light and is moving forward on
that front. In contrast, at least a large part of the
Labor Party in Victoria is still struggling to come to
grips with modern realities ar,j to see what has now
been demonstrated around the world as well as in
this country - that is, the private sector is far more
efficient at delivering goods and services, running
businesses and offering far grea ter choice and
satisfaction to consumers than the public sector.
One would have thought that that lesson could have
been learnt going back at least to the industrial
revolution when it was not just the weall.lty and
privileged that benefited from the move te
industrialisation. Indeed, in many respects that
occurred to the detriment of the wealthy and
privileged; the ordinary person benefited from the
improved quality and choice and the reductions in
prices that came out of a strong and effective private
sector.
That point has been recognised by the Labor Party in
Canberra, but the majority of members of the
Victorian opposition still do not seem to have
recognised it. It is a pity that the honourable
member for Sunshine is no longer the shadow
Treasurer because he at least had some
understanding of these matters. In many of his
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lengthy addresses to the house while he was shadow
Treasurer he displayed his knowledge of and
reading on those subjects. Certainly he sometimes
scrambled up the conclusions, but at least he was
aware of the issues and made a solid effort to come
to grips with them. That has not been displayed by
the Victorian opposition since he departed that
position.
One must also wonder about the extent to which the
opposition's handling of this issue is part of the
run-up to the Labor PartYs national conference,
which I understand will take place in a few months,
and the extent to which this is an attempt by the
Labor socialist left to try to bring about on a national
basis the defeat of certain crucial motions that would
enable the federal government to continue with its
current policy.
Perhaps the theory went on the part of members of
the socialist left that, if they could bring down the
Tabcorp float in Victoria and thereby somehow
demonstrate the failure of moves to put government
business enterprises into the private sector, this
would influence the vote at the national conference
and therefore bring undone the moves of the federal
government to put commonwealth entities into the
private sector. It will be interesting to see what
attention the media give to these internal
machinations within the Labor Party as its national
conference draws nearer.

Be that as it may, whatever the motives of members
of the opposition in attacking this float and the
internal political forces that have driven them to the
conduct they engaged in, the result has been pretty
clear. Indeed, the result of their conduct is most
ironic. What has been the effect of talking down the
Tabcorp float, the effect of putting uncertainty and
confusion into the minds of ordinary Victorians who
were minded to take up shares in that company?
What has been the result of it? The result has been a
lower share price and a greater purchase of Tabcorp
shares by the institutional sector and foreign
investors than otherwise would have been the case.
Far from benefiting the ordinary person - the
middle-of-the-road individual in Victoria - the
result of the opposition's behaviour has been to
favour the so-called wicked capitalists whom
members of the socialist left of the Labor Party
profess to regard as their greatest enemies. With
their meddling they have helped those whom they
have so often condemned; they have helped those
people and in doing so have hurt many ordinary
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Victorians who might otherwise have taken up
Tabcorp shares.
Ordinary Victorians, who would have included
Labor supporters, have missed out on their
opportunity to participate in the float, to take
advantage of what all indications to date suggest
will be a most successful company. It is those
individuals who have missed out. It is the smarties,
the large corporations, the overseas investors who
have reaped the benefits of the opposition's conduct.
One must start to wonder to what extent the Leader
of the Opposition has been fed a line in this regard.
There seems to have been an unholy alliance of
interests among, on the one hand, the socialist left of
the ALP, with its plans to try to undermine the
federal government's privatisation policies and, on
the other hand, players in the capital markets who
had an interest in seeing a lower Tabcorp float price
because there would then be greater opportunity for
them tD gain as the effects of the opposition's
conduct wore off and the price of Tabcorp shares
returned to a more nonnallevel. That certainly has
been the outcome of the opposition's conduct.
One must ask to what extent the leaders of the
opposition knew that, in their approach to the float,
they were playing into the hands of those
participants in the private capital market whom they
would normally not regard as their good friends.
One must wonder to what extent the Leader of the
Opposition has fed off briefings, lines and
information given to him by certain participants in
the private sector capital market and whether he has
deliberately cooperated with those interests to the
detriment of ordinary Victorians. One must also
wonder about the reaction of the federal Labor
ministry to the behaviour of the opposition in
Victoria.
Mr Steggall - They would be horrified.
Mr CLARK - Yes, they would be horrified.
As the Treasurer has said, the federal Treasurer,
Mr Willis, has publicly denied certain suggestions
about what has happened. But it would have been
most interesting to have been a fly on the wall in the
office of the Leader of the Opposition in those few
days and to have learnt what phone calls came into
his office from federal ministers. I would be
interested to know what the Prime Minister thought
of what he said and did and whether there was any
phone conversation between the Prime Minister and
the Leader of the Opposition pointing out the effects
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of his behaviour. One would suspect that the phone
may have melted in the hands of the Leader of the
Opposition if that occurred.
All in all, the opposition's conduct in this matter has
been most disreputable. It has done its best to
sabotage a successful float and has certainly caused
considerable damage. The opposition has cost the
taxpayers of Victoria tens of millions of dollars and
deprived ordinary Victorians of the opportunity to
participate in the float. It has played into the hands
of those whom it normally regards as its enemies
and has done no good whatsoever for its federal
colleagues. I certainly hope the opposition learns a
lesson from its interference in this float and that
there are no repetitions of this shameful occurrence.
Mrs WILSON (Dandenong North) - I regret that
other speakers have left only a very short time for
me to comment. I will be brief. I will refer only to
one aspect of the motion moved by the Leader of the
Opposition; the outrageous salary package given to
Mr Ross Wilson. Many political commentators have
written about this salary package. Many comments
have been made to the opposition, and particularly
to me as I have gone around visiting racing clubs
throughout the state. It is a matter that arises
continually.

I understand the Treasurer has some aversion to the
comments of Kenneth Davidson of the Age. I
consider him to be a very sound political
commentator, but perhaps the Treasurer might find
Terry McCrann's comments more acceptable. In the
Herald Sun of 3 August Terry McCrann described the
salary package of Ross Wilson as 'absurd,
outrageous and unacceptable'. It certainly is not
unacceptable to Mr Wilson - he is probably
laughing all the way to the bank. It certainly could
not have been unacceptable to the Treasurer,
because one would assume that with such an
important float the Treasurer would have had very
much a hands-on role and that he would have
approved the package. He must surely have given it
his stamp of approval.
I again refer to the article by Terry McCrann in the

Age of 3 August, in which he said:
Hands up anyone who'd like to be given $8 million to
make an investment that should grow in value and will
produce $330 000 of income each year - that's over
$6000 a week, clear, after tax.

We are talking about the amount Mr Wilson will
recover from his investment in Tabcorp, which is
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much more than the average Victorian would earn
in a couple of months. We are talking about an
enormous amount of money that surely has no
compatibility with the very stringent measures this
government has inflicted on ordinary Victorians.
The SPEAKER - Order! I must interrupt the
honourable member. When this matter is next before
the Glair she will have the call.
Debate interrupted pursuant to sessional orders.
Sitting suspended 1.00 p.m. until 2.04 p.m.

DISTINGUISHED VISITORS
The SPEAKER - Order! It is my pleasure to
welcome the Honourable Eric Charlton, MLC, the
West Australian Minister for Transport. He is the
guest of the Minister for Transport.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE

Southcorp Holdings
Mr BRUMBY (Leader of the Opposition) - I
refer the Treasurer to his extraordinary and bizarre
allegation in the house last night that Southcorp
Holdings, a South Australian company capitalised to
the tune of many billions of dollars, had held its
annual general meeting in Melbourne'so that the
Leader of the Opposition would be able to score
some political points', and I ask: can he inform the
house from whom he obtained this information or
has he totally lost the plot?
Mr STOCK DALE (Treasurer) - It is
extraordinary to have that quality of question as the
first question for question time! The position of the
opposition in relation to the Tabcorp float has been
made very clear. I made the point that Southcorp is a
South Australian company and one would normally
have expected that its meeting would be held in
Adelaide, South Australia. I hasten to assure the
Leader of the Opposition that I do not believe any
reputable Australian company would enter into any
agreement with this Leader of the Opposition.

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr STOCKDALE - If the Leader of the
Opposition can get out of his mind his frenzy about
attacking Mr Wilson, he would see that he is putting
an extreme construction on what I said, which is not
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the meaning I intended. I make it perfectly clear that
I do not suggest that Southcorp Holdings scheduled
its meeting by arrangement with the Leader of the
Opposition. I doubt that anyone is scheduling
anything by reference to the Leader of the
Opposition!

Tourism promotion
Mr TRA YNOR (Ballarat East) - Will the
Minister for Tourism inform the house of the results
of the government's major injection of funds into
domestic tourism promotion?
Mr McNAMARA (Minister for Tourism) - I
thank the honourable member for Ballarat East for
his continuing interest in tourism, which is certainly
a significant industry not only in Victoria as a whole
but particularly in provincial centres. I compliment
the honourable member for his strong
representation on tourism issues in his own
electorate, led by icons such as Sovereign Hill.
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Similarly, I have to report that the results in
international tourism show a 10 per cent increase in
actual numbers of international tourists, which is
slightly below the national average. And that is
precisely why, again following requests from
Tourism Victoria, the tourism budget has been
increased. Again, we thank the Treasurer for the
additional allocation of $4.5 million a year which is
committed for the next four years and which will
pay similar div~dends.
It is also important to note that interstate business
travel to Victoria increased by 28 per cent, compared
with the national average of 16 per cent. That shows
there is a strong trend of business investment and
activity returning to this state, thanks to a range of
policies that are encouraging investment in the state
and are encouraging people to think that the state is
the future rather than looking at the alternatives that
are being offered by the opposition - absolutely
zilch!
An opposition member interjected.

Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER - Order! The level of interjection
is far too high. It is unacceptable. I ask the house to
come to order.
Mr McNAMARA - I am delighted to report to
the house that the results in tourism have been
nothing short of spectacular. We have seen a
tremendous growth in domestic tourism that is well
above the national average. For the year ended
March 1994, the increase in the domestic tourism
market was well above the national average. It
represented a 14 per cent increase when the national
increase was only 6 per cent. The second best state
average was Queensland, which achieved only 8 per
cent. It shows that the confidence the Treasurer in
particular is showing by his financial support for the
development of the tourism industry in this state is
paying dividends and creating jobs.
That is one thing this opposition is not interested in!
It is not interested in the welfare of Victoria and in
creating employment. It is about time it stopped
waffling and got some policies and substance. We
have an opposition leader who is as popular as a
porcupine in a long jump pit! He is going
backwards. We do not want to lose him because he
is the best asset we have! The investment of the
additional $15 million that will be committed to
domestic tourism over the next three years will pay
dividends.

Mr McNAMARA - What did you have for
lunch? What's wrong with you? You're as full as a
Brian Burke stamp album, that's your problem!

Mr Speaker, we are confident the trends in tourism
are moving forward, they are leading economic
recovery, creating jobs and giving all Victorians
hope for the future.

Tabcorp: Chung Corporation Ltd
Mr BRUMBY (Leader of the Opposition) - I
refer the Treasurer to the Tabcorp prospectus,
particularly to page 14, which states that
outstanding litigation in relation to the TAB will be
specified in writing by the Treasurer to remain with
the TAB, and I ask: has the pending action by Chung
Corporation been specified in this way by the
Treasurer?
Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer) - I am not
familiar with whether a writ has in fact been issued.
The latest advice I had was that there had been no
official action in relation to that matter. However,
the general intention of the government is consistent
with the prospectus: it was intended that any
pending litigation would be retained by what is
known in colloquial terms as the TAB shell.
The intention is to preserve those liabilities in the
vestige of the old statutory authority because our
advice was that to leave them with the TAB, with a
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privatised vehicle, would mean the taxpayer would
be faced with the possibility of a very substantial
discoWlt off the value of the business in the eyes of
investors of more than the likely cost of settling
those actions. So, the net benefit to the taxpayer is
achieved by retaining them in the shell and dealing
with them in the normal course of events.
I will undertake an inquiry and advise the Leader of
the Opposition whether any litigation is pending in
relation to Chung Corporation and, if there is, what
action is being taken.

Injury prevention
Mrs PEULICH (Bentleigh) - Will the Minister
for Health inform the house of the steps the
government is taking in the field of injury
prevention?
Mrs TEHAN (Minister for Health) - Yesterday I
was able to launch the second part of a serious
approach to injury prevention in this state. The
commonwealth government, in conjunction with the
states, has selected four key areas in which we can
really work to prevent hospitalisation: cancer, heart
attacks, mental health and injury prevention.
One example is the reduction in and prevention of
injuries from traffic accidents, as a result
predominantly of work done by the Traffic Accident
Commission. However, hospitalisation can be
prevented in a number of other areas and the three
we focused on yesterday were injuries to children,
injuries to older people and injuries in the sport and
recreation area. By focusing on those areas and
working with a number of non-government
agencies, working with local government and using
the expertise of Monash University, which has a
special unit that deals with accident prevention, we
have been able to set out a strategy for the period
leading to the year 2000 by which we can really
reduce the number of people hospitalised as a result
of what are described as predictable and preventable
accidents.
The cost of accidents to the hospital system in
Victoria alone is $145 million, which does not
include any drop in productivity or the pain and
suffering of people involved in accidents. Falling
down is the main problem encoWltered by older
people. The Minister for Planning was with me at
the launch. Through the proper design of houses, in
which the Urban Land AuthOrity is playing a role,
we can achieve houses that are safer for old people
and children. Garry Lyon, the captain of the

Melbourne football team, was also at the launch. He
spoke of what can be done to reduce sporting
accidents.
With the launch of the next step forward in injury
prevention we are confident that we can quite
dramatically reduce the incidence of injuries in the
three key areas I have mentioned. We can then move
on to other areas and extend our preventive focus.

Tabcorp: Chung Corporation Ltd
Mr BRUMBY (Leader of the Opposition) - I
refer the Minister for Sport, Recreation and Racing to
his answer given in this house on 27 May this year,
when he was asked about the liability to taxpayers
as a result of the termination of the Chung contract
with the TAB, in which he said there was no such
liability to taxpayers. In light of the letter of demand
from Chung's solicitors, Sly and Weigall, seeking
compensation from the government for breaking the
contract and in light of the answer just provided by
the Treasurer, does the minister stand by his answer
and has he misled the house?
Mr REYNOLDS (Minister for Sport, Recreation
and Racing) - The Leader of the Opposition should
read my answer of 27 May, which is to be found at
page 2312 of Hansard, where I am reported as saying:
There are no penalty clauses in the contract between
the Victorian Totalizator Agency Board and Chung
Corporation Ltd. I am advised that there is therefore no
liability to taxpayers arising from the current
suspension of that contract

I stand by that statement.

Bushfire mitigation
Mr McARTHUR (Monbulk) - Will the Minister
for Energy and Minerals inform the house what
action he has taken to ensure that the new electricity
bodies will continue to undertake adequate bushfire
mitigation programs?
Mr S. J. PLOWMAN (Minister for Energy and
Minerals) - I thank the honourable member for his
question and for his very real interest in this subject,
representing, as he does, a high fire sensitive and
environmentally sensitive area.
Clearly Victoria, as is all of eastern Australia, is a
highly fire-prone area and many conditions existing
at present may provide a great risk of fire problems
overthecorrringsununerperiod.Thegovenunentis
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extremely conscious of the need for bushfire
mitigation - for proper seasonal preparation and
for bushfire prevention measures to be taken well
before the fire season begins.
Mr Baker interjected.
Mr Sercombe - Why don't you incorporate it in
Hansard?
Mr S. J. PLOWMAN - Members from up in
Dunces Corner seem to think it is a great joke. They
ought to come out into country regions and try to
laugh when the fires are burning. They would not
find it any joke! Why don't you come out into the
country areas instead of making fools of yourselves
in here?
The SPEAKER - Order! I ask the minister to
resume his seat. The honourable member for
Sunshine is causing the Chair some concern.
Mr Cooper interjected.
The SPEAKER - Order! As is the honourable
member for MOrnington! If they continue to interject
I will deal with them.
Mr S. J. PLOWMAN - Mr Speaker, if question
time were before lunch we would not have so much
trouble from the honourable member for Sunshine. I
am pleased to advise the house that for this financial
year $156 million has been budgeted for fire
mitigation and prevention measures. lhis involves a
substantial program of line inspection, tree
clearance, tree inspection and pole replacement.
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authorities, local municipalities and country
communities.
Besides all this, it makes very good business sense
for these new businesses to carry out bushfire
mitigation to reduce bushfire problems to an
absolute minimum. Firstly, district businesses want
to be seen as good corporate citizens. They want to
be seen by their country communities to be taking
these measures that are so important.
Secondly, they do not want costly interruptions to
supply. It is very good business practice for them to
run a secure system. lhirdly, but more importantly,
is the alternative cost - if they do not carry out such
measures - of increased insurance premiums which
will be costly to those district businesses.
The Leader of the OppOSition has been quoted in
country news releases and has said over country
radio that this will cost more for country consumers.
The cost of bushfire mitigation has already been
factored into the tariffs announced by the Premier
last week. There will be no - and I shall repeat this
for the Leader of the Opposition and for members of
the opposition who seem to think it is a great jokeno bushfire levy on country consumers.
Honourable Members - Hear, hear!
Mr S. J. PLOWMAN - I will be taking a
personal interest in this as I have a partly country
electorate, as will the honourable member for
Monbulk and country members on this side of the
house who understand that this is something of
importance; however, it does not seem to matter to
opposition members.

It is regrettable that uninformed speculation by the

Leader of the Opposition and honourable members
of his party has been designed to create fear in the
minds of country people; the Leader of the
Opposition has been trumpeting around the
countryside that the government and the newly
structured businesses under the restructured
industry will neglect this vital responsibility.
I should like to inform the house that nothing could
be further from the truth. Under the restructured
industry the conditions of their licence will require
district businesses to operate a safe and secure
system to the satisfaction of the ReguIator-General.
Likewise they will have to carry out adequate
bushfire mitigation practices before each bushfire
season, which will also have to be to the satisfaction
of the ReguIator-General who will monitor it. They
will be required to liaise closely with local fire

I advise the Leader of the Opposition and the party
Sitting behind him - that ragtag and bobtail- to
ask questions to get some answers so that they will
be informed, instead of making ignorant comments
designed to create fear among country consumers.
The Leader of the Opposition should get behind the
reform program, which is designed to be of value to
all country and Victorian consumers.

Instrumental music instruction
Mr SANDON (Carrum) - I ask the Minister for
Education to inform the house whether he is
considering new funding arrangements for
instrumental music instruction, which would
require a payment to meet 50 per cent of the cost of
employing an instrumental music teacher; and if so,
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will he give the house an assurance that the

government will not proceed with the proposal?
Mr HAYWARD (Minister for Education) - I
thank the honourable member for Carrurn for his
question. I have been wondering where he has been
for the past few months. Instrumental music is a
very important program. It has been well supported
by the government and it will continue to be well
supported by the government.
Honourable Members - Hear, hear!

Police fingerprinting powers
Mr HY AMS (Dromana) - I ask the
Attorney-General to inform the house of the
outstanding success of the new fingerprinting laws
in aiding the apprehension of offenders.
Mrs WADE (Attorney-General) - Honourable
members will recall prOvisions of the Crimes
(Amendment) Act - otherwise called the police
powers act - which passed through the Parliament.
That act was not brought into operation
immediately because we considered it important to
ensure that police were given the proper training
programs to deal with a considerable array of new
powers that had been given to them to bring their
operations into line with the operations of police in
other states, so we postponed the commencement of
the act to 1 June this year.
We now have some feedback about the
fingerprinting provisions of that act after the first
three months of its operation. Honourable members
will recall that the fingerprinting provision allows
the fingerprinting of people charged with or
suspected on reasonable grounds of cOmmitting an
indictable offence or a prescribed summary offence,
and enables the police to use reasonable force if that
is authorised by a member in charge of the police
station.
Honourable members will further recall that during
the debate on this bill members of the opposition
said police already had sufficient powers and that
the new fingerprinting powers would not make
much difference in the number of fingerprints that
would be taken by the police.
I shall inform the house that during the first three
months of the operation of these new provisions and
following the training programs we put in place,
there has in fact been a 72 per cent increase in the
number of fingerprints received by the police
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compared to a similar period of three months last
year. That has resulted in a 36 per cent increase in
identification of people involved in criminal activity.
I further point out that there have been 399
identifications during that three-month period of
people involved in previously unsolved crime. For
example, one person who was fingerprinted for
burglary, who had never been fingerprinted before,
although he had a criminal history, was found to
have been involved in a further 32 burglaries.
Another person who was fingerprinted for a
shoplifting offence was found to have written eight
seriously threatening letters about three or four
years ago.
I can only say that these new provisions are assisting
the police in a major way in solving what had
preViously been unsolved crimes. I also report to the
house that the police have advised me that there
have been no complaints about the new procedures.
Honourable Members - Hear, hear!

Tabcorp: Chung Corporation Ltd
Mrs WILSON (Dandenong North) - I refer the
Minister for Sport, Recreation and Racing to his
answer in the house on 17 May this year when he
said the first he knew of Mr Chung's convictions
were when they appeared in the Australian Financial
Review on that day. In light of the forms sent to
Mr Chung by the TAB on 23 October 1992 seeking
information about his criminal record, does the
minister stand by his answer?
Mr REYNOLDS (Minister for Sport, Recreation
and Racing) - The answer is yes.

Farming and food processing initiatives
Mr TREASURE (Gippsland East) - Will the
Minister for Agriculture inform the house of the
benefits to farmers and the state's economy of the
government's $22 million agriculture and food
initiatives announced in the Governor's address?
Mr W. D. McGRATH (Minister for
Agriculture) - I thank the honourable member for
Gippsland East for his question because he
represents an agricultural district in Gippsland East.
Mr Thwaites interjected.
MrW. D. McGRATH - You don't know where
it is! That sort of comment from your corner is pretty
typical. It was pleasing to hear the Governor
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announce in his speech yesterday that the
Department of Agriculture will receive an
$18 million increase in recurrent funding over the
next three years and $4 million for capital works
programs. I, together with Treasury and our agency
people, have been working on this over a 12-month
period and it was brought together with the
announcement yesterday.
Mr Hamilton interjected.
Mr W. D. McGRATB - Thank you very much,
minister for Morwell. At least he made some
constructive comments about agriculture in his time
as the shadow spokesman, which is better than the
shadow spokesperson is doing at present. Her
comments yesterday were absolutely ridiculous and
irrelevant.
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to work with this government, a government that
looks after all Victorians, country and city, to deliver
positives that will be well received throughout the
Victorian community for the benefit of the Victorian
community.

Tabcorp: share float
Mr BRUMBY (Leader of the Opposition) - I
refer the Treasurer to page 14 of the prospectus.

Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER - Order! I advise government
members in the back corner that they are required to
observe the standing orders of this house the same
as any other member.
Mr Baker - Go rednecks!

What this means to the farming community is that
priority project areas will be put in place across all
industry sectors from dairying to wool, from grain
to horticulture to clean agriculture and increasingly
to food processing initiatives. The investment is
calculated on the figures we believe we can achieve
through such initiatives.

The SPEAKER - Order! The honourable
member for Sunshine tempts the Chair to take
action. I forgive him because I am in a very good
mood today, but I ask him to remain silent.
Mr BRUMBY - I again refer to the Tabcorp
prospectus at page 14, which requires that:

It will mean that for the $18 million investment there

will be a return through the farming community and
the food processing industry of about $238 million
over that three-year period. I believe that is a good
return on investment.

Any known material litigation, current or pending,
outstanding in relation to the TAB at the appointed day
will be specified in writing by the Treasurer to remain
with the TAB.

The other challenge in the Department of
Agriculture is working those projects through with
the various industry sectors. We want to see those
industry sectors in partnership with the projects to
ensure they have total relevance to the industry. If
they do not have relevance it is a waste of money,
and that is why I am strongly committed to those
projects having a component for applied science and
research backed up by good extension programs to
ensure that the right message gets to our farming
community to enable them to increase productivity
and viability.

I refer to the letter of demand from Sly and Wiegall
to the TAB dated 7 June 1994, which is clearly a legal
letter of demand which anticipates damages in
excess of $5 million. Did the Treasurer specify that
matter in writing on the appointed day of
15 August, or is the newly formed Tabcorp now
subject to Mr Chung's legal litigation?

I believe this initiative has Signalled to Victorian
country areas and the farming community in
particular that the bad days of Labor, when the
agricultural budget was slashed and we had seven
ministers over 10 years who had no interest in
agriculture and who signalled to the farming
community that there would be cuts of 30 per cent in
real terms over 10 years, are well and truly over.
There has been a positive improvement in the
agricultural sector. The farming community wants

Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer) - I have already
answered this question in substance.
Mr Thomson interjected.
Mr STOCKDALE - How would you know? I
point out that this is an improper question from the
Leader of the Opposition; it actually offends the
standing orders. Apart from that, his question
presupposes the outcome of not litigation but a
claim made by one person against an emanation of
the state. Not only on the basis of his own question
is he seeking - -

Mr Brumby interjected.
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Mr STOCKDALE - You are a petulant child and
you will be punished at the next election.
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focus on the rebuilding and repositioning of Victoria
as a leading partner in Australia's future into the
21st century.

Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER - Order! I ask the house to come
to order.
Mr STOCKDALE - The question asked by the
Leader of the Opposition presupposes, although it is
not yet the case, that there will be litigation. He is
not only pr~mpting such litigation but is yet again
automatically taking the side of somebody who
claims against the Victorian taxpayer. Here we have
an instance where he is seeking automatically that if
the taxpayer is on one side the Labor Party is on the
other side.

PHOTOGRAPHING OF PROCEEDINGS
The SPEAKER - Order! I advise honourable
members that I have given pennission for still
photographs to be taken of the Treasurer during his
budget speech today. In accordance with the usual
practice of this house, no additional lighting or
flashlights will be used.

APPROPRIATION (1994-95, No. 1) BILL
Message read recommending appropriation and
transmitting estimates of revenue and expenditure
for 1994-95.

Introduction and first reading
Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer) pursuant to standing
order no. 169(a) introduced a bill to appropriate
certain sums out of the Consolidated Fund for
recurrent services and for certain works and
services for the financial year 1994-95 and to
appropriate the supplies granted for recurrent
services and for certain works and services under
the Appropriation (Interim 1994-95) Act 1994 and
for other purposes.

Gone are the years of borrowing to pay for operating
expenses; gone are the years of savage increases in
debt and the state's interest bill; gone are the years of
government-induced despair and hopelessness;
gone are the years of repeated downgrades in
Victoria's credit rating; the abandonment of
government investment for our future is over, and
Victoria's economy is clearly on the way back from
10 years of Labor government mismanagement.
In 1993-94 total state liabilities actually fell by

$4200 million. This year we project a
budget current account surplus by 30 June 1995, and
Victoria's total budget will add just $24 million to
debt. Confidence in Victoria has been restored and
our credit rating has started the long march back to
AAA status. Public sector investment has been
reactivated and the state economy is on the move
again.
This has not been easy. It has been two years of
achievement for all of the Victorian community. It
required a government prepared to face very
difficult problems and act decisively to correct them.
But the achievement is one for which the whole
community can share the credit.
On behalf of the government, and on behalf of
future generations of Victorians, I thank the people
of Victoria for their recognition of what was needed
to rebuild Victoria and for their perseverance as our
state began the process of recovery.
Much has been achieved but we cannot afford to
squander the gains we have made. Much remains to
be done if we are to build on those gains:
to employ the Victorians who are still without
jobs;
to provide compassionate care for those who
depend on the rest of the community;

Read first time.

Second reading
Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer) - I move:
That this bill be now read a second time.

The 1994-95 Victorian budget puts behind us the
crisis the present government inherited from its
predecessor. This budget marks the transition to a

to capitalise on the immense opportunities
opened by recovery in the world economy and
rapid growth in Asia;
to give all Victorians an opportunity to realise
their full human potential; and
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to start raising our people's living standards and
to restore security, independence and pride in our
state and our nation.
The tough decisions, the sacrifice and, in some cases,
the hardships of the last two years will not have to
be repeated, but Victoria cannot delude itself that
the need for reform is over.
Since the autumn economic statement, Significant
progress has been made on several fronts:
a 1993-94 financial outcome that is much better
than earlier budget expectations;
the successful float of Tabcorp and continued
restructuring of electricity supply and water
sectors;
Victoria's leadership role in implementing the
national agenda of micro-economic reform;
independent confirmation of a dramatic fall of
$3.8 billion in unfunded superannuation
liabilities; and
a strengthening of private sector economic
recovery in Victoria and, in particular, business
investment - which would not have been
possible without a revival of confidence in
Victoria's future.
Victoria's sense of crisis is gone. Confidence is being
restored. Our budget now accurately and honestly
reports state finances. We have laid the foundations
for a strong competitive economy and a more
prosperous future. But we still spend too much; we
are still the highest taxing mainland state in
Australia; our public investment is still too low; and
our debt is too high, on most measures the highest in
Australia.
CURRENT ACCOUNT SURPLUS WITHIN REACH
We have restored the integrity of state government
finances.
The current account position has turned around
from a deficit of $1042.4 million in 1992-93 to an
estimated surplus of $392 million this year one year earlier than previously anticipated.
Without any further policy change, by 1997-98 the
current account surplus is estimated to rise to
$960 million.
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With the projected emergence of a current account
surplus and the assistance of the proceeds from the
Tabcorp float, the overall budget sector deficit in
1994-95 is projected to be only $24 million.

It is important to remember that the turnaround in
the current account did not just happen. It was only
by the reductions in expenditure and increases in
revenue which have occurred over the last two years
that this result has been achieved. A disciplined and
cooperative approach was required from all sections
of government in the task of reducing costs while
maintaining or improving service delivery.
As the budget strategy continues towards the turn of
the century, it will be refocussed on the overall
budget deficit and not just the current account. In
this way, financial resources will be generated to
both reinforce the downward trend in budget sector
debt as a percentage of gross state product and fund
much needed strengthening of the state's economic
and social infrastructure.
OUTLAYS - INITIATIVES
For the last two years, our major priority has been to
eliminate the disastrous current account deficit we
inherited from Labor. Now Victoria must adopt
more diverse and complex goals. We must
continue to restrain spending but without
repeating the stringent measures of our first two
budgets;
concentrate on improving service delivery
through productivity gains;
continue to reduce state debt and liabilities;
capitalise on our new capacity for investment in
community assets and infrastructure; and
lock in the gains which in the future will lead to a
fairer and less burdensome state tax system.
The crisis is over but the commitment to reform
cannot be allowed to weaken, and the momentum of
reform cannot be allowed to slow. Victoria's
improved position will not be squandered in a
splash of spending, but this budget allows the
government to increase investment, add resources to
some high-priority programs and give increased
emphasis to meeting the community's
responsibilities to our disadvantaged citizens.

APPROPRIA TION (1994-95, No. 1) BILL
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New spending is deliberately modest, but the fact
tha t resources are available to meet major priorities
demonstrates the importance of our secure budget
position and the achievement of a sustainable base
for service delivery. New initiatives are:
additional allocations of $11.5 million in 1994-95
and $17.1 million in 1995-96 for improved
psychiatric services;
provision of an additional 100 accommodation
places for intellectual disability services clients at
a capital cost of $6 million and operating costs of
$1 million in 1994-95;
$1 million in 1994-95 for the Cancer and Heart
Offensive;
an additional $200 000 in 1994-95 to commence
the annual indexation of medical research grants;
an additional allocation of $900 000 in 1994-95
and $3.1 million per annum in future years to
match increased commonwealth funding for
enhanced breast cancer screening;
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further duplication of the Calder Highway;
widening of the Tullamarine Freeway to
incorporate additional traffic lanes at its southern
end;
further development of TAFE colleges;
new courts and police facilities in Melbourne's
eastern suburbs;
$52 million for construction of the new
Melbourne Sports and Aquatic Centre at
Albert Park;
$2.5 million in 1994-95 for the repair and upgrade
of wharves, jetties and moorings across the
associated ports;
modifications for driver-only train and tram
operation; and
conversion of western grain lines to standard
gauge.
Details of other capital works projects are set out in

an annual contribution of $1.17 million for the
next three years as Victoria's contribution to the
National Grid Management Council;
allocation of up to $8 million per annum from
1994-95 to fund a community service obligation in
the operation of associated ports;
an allocation of $1 million per annum for beach
renourishment;
additional allocations totalling $18.3 million for
agriculture extension projects over the next
three years in eight key industry areas with a
further $4 million to provide supporting capital
investment; and
an additional capital contribution of $3.75 million
in 1994-95 for the proposed Australian Food
Industry Science Centre at Werribee with ongoing
recurrent funding of $1.3 million.
In addition to government sponsored private
development of public infrastructure, the
government's budget capital works projects include
the following:
commencement of work towards relocation of the
Coode Island chemical storage complex;

Budget Information Paper No. 1.
The government's aim is to ensure sustainable high
quality services through ongoing productivity
improvements.
Hospital waiting lists have been reduced, overall, by
15 per cent in 1993-94 with waiting lists for cases of
most urgent need declining by 85 per cent
In education, the system is being recommitted to
excellence. All of the capital funds released by
reforms are being ploughed back to upgrade school
buildings, equipment and other resources and a
good start has been made on catching up the
hundreds of millions of dollars of deferred
maintenance the government inherited.

Over the last two years, high priority has been given
to investment in public transport. While costs have
been reduced, productivity has been dramatically
improved. MET train hoardings per employee are
up 18 per cent in the past year; tram hoardings
per employee are up 15 per cent; V /Une passenger
revenue per employee is up 21 per cent; and V /Une
freight revenue per employee is up 46 per cent.
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NO INCREASES IN TAX RATES

The government is sensitive to the need. to ensure
that the state's tax regime does not harm Victoria's
competitiveness.
The measures taken to consolidate the state's
revenue base upon entering government plus the
flow-on from economic recovery have started to
bring in the extra revenues needed.
We do not have scope at this time for major reform
of taxes, but there are no increases in tax rates and
there are no additional taxes introduced in this
budget.
There are, however, some limited adjustments to
improve the state's taxation system.
The capping arrangement introduced for this year's
land tax assessments will be extended to permit an
increase or decrease by a maximum of 40 per cent
when compared with the tax that would have been
payable on the same land holdings on 1993 land
values and rate scales.
As 1995 land tax assessments will be based on land
valuations of June 1993 and land values declined
betWeen June 1992 and June 1993, the overall effect
is a reduction in revenue from land tax.
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achievement of a sustainable current account
surplus for 1994-95 as forecast.
DEBT MANAGEMENT
The ratio of net public sector debt to gross state
product for the five states other than Victoria in
1992-93 was 16 per cent whereas Victoria's ratio was
30 per cent: nearly double the other states. Our net
debt to GSP ratio is now projected to decline to
23.4 per cent in 1997-98 before any allowance is
made for debt reduction capacity from future
privatisations.
This turnaround will largely be achieved through
the success of the government's strategy in
controlling growth in budget sector debt.
Debt generated in future years will now be used to
finance investment and not, as in the recent past, to
fund operating costs.
The present goveriunent's budget is projected to add
just $24 million to budget sector debt this year.
Despite this, total debt is expected to increase by
$932 million. The major reason for this increase is a
legacy of past mismanagement, with the proposed
assumption of $940 million of debt arising from the
collapse of Tricontinental.
Non-budget sector debt is projected to be

Recent legal advice suggests that the stamp duty
concession on strata title units purchased
'off-the-plan' is not available where existing
buildings are refurbished and converted. However,
the practice has been to permit the concession in
these cases. The Stamps Act will be amended to
regularise this practice.

$13.5 billion by 30 June 1995, $1754 million lower
than the level recorded at 30 June 1991. This

reduction in nominal non-budget sector debt reflects
a policy adopted for many of the larger non-budget
sector bodies of financing new capital investment
from their own internal funds.
SUPERANNUAnON UABILITIES

The commission and tax structures applying to
wagering have been Simplified in order to move
towards greater tax neutrality across gambling
products. As a result of these changes, the tax rate
applying to totalisators has been effectively reduced
by about one-third.
The tax payable by bookmakers on betting turnover
is being lowered by a quarter of a percentage point.
As I have consistently stated, the removal of the
state deficit levy is contingent upon achievement of

a sustainable current account surplus. Therefore, in
the budget estimates, no revenue is included for the
state deficit levy in 1995-96 or subsequent years. The
implementation of this policy is dependent upon

The government's emphasis on prudential
management of liabilities is evident in its
management of superannuation liabilities.
In 1993-94, public sector superannuation was
reformed with attention paid to benefit design,
funding of superannuation schemes, reorganisation
of funds and improved practices in the assessment
of disability claims.
Independent actuarial advice has confirmed that the
level of unfunded superannuation liabilities fell by
$3.8 billion or 20 per cent during 1993-94 to an
estimated $14.9 billion at 30 June 1994.

APPROPRIATION (1994-95, No. 1) BILL
Wednesday. 7 September 1994

ASSEMBLY

Major causes for this fall in unfunded
superannuation liabilities are detailed in
Budget Paper No. 2.
The government is meeting the full employer cost
for all new employees and thus initiating the process
which in the long run will eliminate the unfunded
superannuation liability problem.
INVES1MENT SUPERVISION

Prudential frameworks for state owned financial
institutions are being finalised and will be applied
progresSively during 1994-95.
An independent prudential supervisor has recently
been appointed for the Treasury Corporation of
Victoria.

PRIVATE SECTOR INVOLVEMENT IN
INFRASTRUCTURE
Private sector involvement is being encouraged
through investment in both new and existing
infrastructure assets and related services.
A major initiative undertaken in 1994-95 is
publication of the Infrastructure Investment
Policy for Victoria.
The policy encourages increased private sector
involvement through genuine equity investment
and risk transfer in respect of both new and existing
infrastructure and services.
This major initiative will provide a strong boost to
social and economic development in Victoria,
without adding to the level of publiC debt to be
passed on to future generations.
Important projects to proceed in accordance with the
policy include:
in transport, the provision of automatic ticketing
by a private consortium; private investment in the
Southern and Westem bypasses projects; and
outsourced computer services to support
efficiency improvements in administration in the
Public Transport Corporation and the
Roads Corporation;
prisons - private ownership and operation of a
125 bed metropolitan female prison, and the
plarming of two further privately operated
prisons, both accommodating 600 inmates, with
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one located in rural Victoria and the other in the
metropolitan region; and
police and emergency services - computer aided
communications requirements to be provided by
a private consortium to enhance the
responsiveness and coordination of emergency
services.
To enhance the efficient delivery of quality services,
the government will continue to identify and act
upon opportunities for improving the cost
effectiveness of service delivery through contracting
out.
ECONOMIC RECOVERY

The strengthening of Victoria's recovery in 1993-94
was due entirely to growth in private sector activity.
A Significant feature of Victoria's recovery to date
has been the greater contributions of private
investment and net exports to growth, and the
smaller contribution of both public and private
consumption expenditure, relative to the rest of
Australia.
The investment climate has been enhanced by
greater confidence generally and by the continuation
of low inflation. Business equipment investment
grew by an estimated 10 per cent in 1993-94 and
further strong growth of 15 per cent is expected in
1994-95.
Creation of sustainable jobs is a fundamental aim of
this government's policies.
In the twelve months to June, trend employment
rose by more than 57 000 - a rise of 3 per cent.

This was sufficient to reduce Victoria's
unemployment rate to 10.6 per cent by June 1994
despite some growth in labour force participation
during the year.
The generation of employment opportunities
requires both economic growth and private
investment.
In 1993-94, Victoria's gross state product is
estimated to have grown in real terms by
3% per cent.

Victoria's economic growth is forecast to rise to
4 per cent this year, with the private sector
accounting for three-quarters of the growth and the
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remainder due largely to a boost to capital
expenditure.
Economic growth will in turn support a further 2%
per cent increase in jobs. Present indications suggest
that a good part of the increase required to achieve
this has already occurred in the first months of
1994-95.

Victoria's unemployment rate is expected to
continue to fall throughout this financial year.
The private sector is expected to account for more
than three-quarters of the recovery this year with the
remainder due largely to a boost to public capital
expenditure.
HARNESSING TIlE GAINS OF ECONOMIC
RECOVERY
Economic recovery in the short term will not
guarantee that Victoria will reap sustained benefits
in the longer term.
Securing sustained growth requires a concerted
effort by all sectors of the economy.
For its part, the government is committed to do all in
its power to improve the international
competitiveness of the Victorian economy.
There are some factors over which the Victorian
government has no control. Exchange rate and
interest rate movements fall into this category.
But there are other important influences on growth
to which the government can address itself.
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The government has embarked on fundamental
reform on an extremely wide range of fronts,
including:
education and training systems are committed to
excellence;
workers compensation costs have been
substantially reduced even while unfunded
liabilities have been virtually eliminated;
as far as practicable, business has been insulated
from tax increases;
Victoria has led Australia in industrial relations
reform to deliver a more productive work culture;
regulation has been reduced, is benchmarked
against international practice and provides
greater scope for business innovation in processes
to reach defined standards;
open competition is driving efficiency gains in the
delivery and operation of infrastructure and
services;
planning laws have been made more conducive
to investment;
overhaul of the state's mining laws has led to a
surge in exploration;
local government is being refonned to reduce
costs and enhance the focus on regional
development;
competition is being enhanced in the state's ports
to drive efficiency gains; and

VICfORlA - THE PACESETTER IN REFORM
Among state governments, Victoria is the pacesetter
in the implementation of reform directed at building
a competitive economy meeting world best practice
standards.
Reform of the state's finances, reform of government
business enterprises (GBEs) and reform of the public
sector generally are major ways in which
government can contribute to the national and
international competitiveness of Victorian industry.
But the breadth of reform goes beyond the public
sector and extends to industrial relations, education,
local government and many other aspects of the
state's economic environment.

Victoria leads Australia in the introduction of
greater competitive diSCipline in energy, water
and transport industries.
The government will continue to play its part in
contributing to Victoria's drive to become an
internationally competitive economy.
A culture of competition is vital to this reform
process.
Competition is crucial in the reform of Government
Business EnterpriseS (GBEs) and regulatory reform
of the environment in which Victorians conduct
business.
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To achieve the nation's economic and productive
potential, Australian governments at all levels must
continue to work together to accelerate the pace of
reform.
We must seek to maximise the gains from these
reforms for the Victorian economy.
The commonwealth government stands to gain
considerable taxation revenue from the economic
growth flowing from the nation's micro-economic
reform agenda.
Given the problems of vertical fiscal imbalance
which characterise Australia's federal system, an
equitable sharing of the returns from
micro-economic reform is in the national interest.
The commonwealth government has accepted the
case for sharing the gains from micro-economic
reform with the states and territories.
The Industry Commission will conduct a review into
the measurement of benefits from adoption of the
recommendations in the report on national
competition policy by Professor Hilmer.
Victoria accepts the assurances of the
commonwealth that this process will result in the
equitable sharing between the commonwealth and
the states and territories of taxation revenue arising
as a result of the reforms.
GOVERNMENT BUSINESS ENTERPRISES
In common with other Australian jurisdictions,
Victoria has a history of government monopoly in
key industries like gas, water, electricity and parts of
the transport industry.

These government monopoly businesses have
imposed Significant cost burdens on both
households and industry.
They have usually been marked by excessive
investment, poor work practices, high cost
structures, domination by vested interests and poor
customer focus.
The government has introduced reforms to open
these businesses to competition, to impose
competitive discipline and to require them to
operate on a more commercial basis.
New boards, comprising experienced private sector
directors, have been appointed to most businesses.
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Businesses have been corporatised, modelled on
commercial principles, and boards and management
have been given commercial charters. A tax
equivalent regime has been implemented. This tax
regime creates commercial incentives for GBEs and
promotes competitive neutrality with the private
sector.
The government is now moving to commercially
based dividend requirements for GBEs. As budget
circumstances permit, GBEs will pay commercial
dividends based on a benchmark of 50 per cent of
after-tax profit. As performance improves GBEs will
retain a higher share of earnings to improve their
balance sheets.
A new policy statement will be issued shortly in
relation to community service obligations (CSOS).
Government will preserve CSOS through explicit
budget funded subsidies. Ministers will negotiate
CSO contracts with GBEs. The first agreement of this
nature was recently reached between the
Department of Health and Community Services and
State Trustees Ltd prOViding trustee services to
disadvantaged people.
The Regulator-General, who was appointed in
July 1994 to safeguard competition and consumer
interests, will shortly commence operation.
A wide range of reforms is being implemented in
the Transport Accident Commission, the water
industry, the electricity and gas industries and
numerous smaller GBEs.

Within the Transport Accident Commission,
benchmarking across three operating divisions will
create competitive diSCipline on claims management.
Melbourne Parks and Waterways commenced
operation on 1 July 1994. Creation of a headworks
business and three competing water distribution
businesses will drive further efficiencies in the
metropolitan water industry. Reforms in rural water
and non-metropolitan urban water authorities are
continuing.
Consultation is in progress on the government's
options for port reform.
The next stage of electricity reform is in train with:
tariff reforms recently announced and involving
substantial ongoing reduction in real electricity
prices;
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corporatisation of distribution businesses to be
completed in October 1994;
decisions on the optimal disaggregated structure
of generation to be made and implemented by
early 1995;
refinement of the commercial market for
electricity with further work on the pool system
over the next few months; and
Victoria taking a leading role in the development
of a national market for electricity.
Legislation will be introduced in the spring session
of Parliament to commence refonn of the Victorian
gas industry. Aluvic, holding the state's 25 per cent
interest in the Portland aluminium smelter, has been
restructured and the government is considering
options for privatisation. Negotiations are currently
in train in relation to refonn of the Grain Elevators
Board and the BASS ticketing agency.
The float of Tabcorp was fully subscribed with a
good spread of investors in Victoria, the rest of
Australia and overseas. Net receipts available for
reduction of state debt were ahead of budget at
$609 million. The privatisation has removed the
risks for taxpayers associated with ownership of a
business operating in increasingly competitive
markets but hamstrung by public sector restrictions.
It has created a potentially dynamic and
well-structured new Victorian business of both
national and international Significance.
The government's GBE refonn program is a vital
part of the rebuilding of an internationally
competitive Victorian economy. The government is
committed to maintaining the momentum of these
reforms.
FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT REFORM
INITIATIVES
The operation of the Financial Management Act has
improved the budgetary process and the flexibility
of resource allocation. Departments, subject to
agreed guidelines, have been permitted to carry over
unspent 1993-94 budget allocations to 1994-95. The
interim appropriation arrangements in
April this year have also enabled departments to
start implementing their new capital works from the
beginning of the financial year rather than delaying
new works until October or November as previously
applied.
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A superannuation contribution is being introduced
in 1994-95 to ensure that the costs of staffing are
more fully reflected in departments' net cost of
services. The contribution will reflect the annually
accruing cost of the employer's share of
superannuation liability for members of the State
Superannuation Fund.
A departmental capital charge is to apply in 1994-95
in order to attribute part of the centrally funded
annual cost of capital to departments and to
encourage them to rationalise asset holdings. The
introduction of these cost allocations has resulted in
departmental appropriations being increased in
1994-95. However, as these costs are almost totally
recouped to the consolidated fund, the effect on total
outlays is minimal.
To build upon previous improvements in the
structure of public administration for Victoria, the
opportunity is being taken now to integrate the
present Department of the Treasury and
Department of Finance into one department. The
integration of staff and other resources will take
place over the next 12 months prior to the relocation
of the joint department at 1 Treasury Place.
CONCLUSION
Victoria and the rest of Australia stand at the
threshold of enonnous opportunity. Our established
trade and investment links with
Europe and North America; our growing links with
South America and other emerging economies; and
opportunities to capitalise on very rapid growth in
Asia all hold the promise of a new era of prosperity
for all Australians. We must recognise, however,
that the emergence of dynamic new economies holds
threats as well as opportunities for Australia and
Victoria.
We must concentrate, as never before, on our
capacity to compete with the world's best both on
Australian markets and on export markets
throughout the rest of the world. This challenge of
competitiveness is both relative and total; it is about
pace as well as direction of change; and it is
enduring.
The competitiveness challenge is essentially relative.
It is not enough to bask in the satisfaction of past
achievements. The rest of the world is continuing to
improve its performance and if we do not at least
match their efforts we will continue to fall behind.
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The challenge is total - we need to benchmark
every area of activity against world-best practice.
Any area neglected will undermine competitiveness
and our export effort. During the past few decades,
especially in the 19805, we failed to match
improvements in many of the countries with which
we compete. Although there is a broad national
consensus on the direction of change, we now need
to deliberately accelerate the pace of reform.
The competitiveness race is enduring. We will need
to strive to improve our performance indefinitely
into the future. These challenges explain the breadth
of the present Victorian government's reform
agenda, the fundamental nature of the reforms and
the urgency with which we have addressed the task
from our election in October 1992.

rebuilding of Victoria. Their government will not let
them down.
I commend the bill to the house.
Debate adjourned on motion of Mr BRUMBY
(Leader of the Opposition).
Debate adjourned until Wednesday, 21 September.

APPROPRIATION (PARLIAMENT
1994-95, No. 1) BILL
Message read recommending appropriation and
transmitting estimates of revenue and expenditure
for 1994-95.
Introduction and first reading

Although meeting these challenges will not be easy,
they do not require repetition of the painful
adjustment of the past two years. But the rewards
for perSistence are available for all Victorians:
a stronger, growing Victoria;
jobs for Victorians who are now without work;
reversal of the long-run relative decline of our
people's living standards;

Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer), pursuant to standing
order no. 169(a), introduced a bill to appropriate
moneys out of the consolidated fund for recurrent
services and for certain works and services for the
Parliament for the financial year 1994-95 and to
appropriate the supplies granted for recurrent
services and for certain works and services under
the Appropriation (Parliament) (Interim 1994-95)
Act 1994 and for other purposes.
Read first time.

a fairer, more compassionate society which has
the capacity to support our disadvantaged
citizens;

Second reading
Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer) - I move:

government which contributes to a more
prosperous Victoria with a higher quality of life;
and
a confident, proud and independent Victoria.
These achievements can be within our reach, and
our responsibility to future generations as well as
ourselves demands that we work to make them real.
Victorians are entitled to satisfaction, even pride, in
what has been achieved in the past two years. But if
we are to capitalise on the rich opportunities of the
21st century we must spend the rest of this decade
cementing the foundations of growth and building
an investment and business environment which
offers security and returns equal to any available in
our region of the world. The reforms now under
way will secure that opportunity.
The people of Victoria have demonstrated over the
last two years that they are prepared to back the

That this bill be now read a second time.

The bill provides appropriations for the
administration and operations of the Parliament in
so far as they are funded by way of annual
appropriation. Honourable members will be aware
that other fwlds are appropriated for parliamentary
purposes by way of special appropriations
contained in various pieces of legislation. Details of
these can be found in table 4.1 of the Budget Estimates
budget paper.
In line with the wishes of the Speaker and of the

President of the Legislative Council, appropriations
in the bill are presented in a program format.
I commend the bill to the house.
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Debate adjourned on motion of Mr THOMSON
(Pascoe Vale).
Debate adjourned until Wednesday, 21 September.

AGRICULTURAL AND VETERINARY
CHEMICALS (VICI'ORIA) BILL
Introdudion and first reading
Mr W. D. McGRATH (Minister for Agriculture)

introduced a bill to apply certain laws of the
commonwealth relating to agriculture and
veterinary chemical products as laws of Victoria,
and for other purposes.
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LIQUOR CONTROL (AMENDMENT)
BILL
Introduction and first reading
For Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer), Mr I. W. Smith
introduced a bill to amend the Liquor Control Act
1987 in relation to the recovery of licence fees and
for other purposes.
Read first time.

LOTTERIES GAMING AND BETTING
(BElTING) BILL
Introduction and first reading

Read first time.

DOMESTIC (FERAL AND NUISANCE)
ANIMALS BILL

Mr REYNOLDS (Minister for Sport, Recreation
and Racing) introduced a bill to amend the
Lotteries, Gaming and Betting Act 1976 and the
Stamps Act 1958 and for other purposes.

Introduction and first reading
Read first time.
Mr W. D. McGRATH (Minister for Agriculture)
introduced a bill to provide for the management of
feral and nuisance domestic animals, the
regulation of domestic animals and domestic
animal businesses, to repeal the Dog Act 1970 and
for other purposes.
Read first time.

MARGARINE (REPEAL) BILL

FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT
(AMENDMENT) BILL
Introduction and first reading
Mr I. W. SMITH (Minister for Finance) introduced
a bill to amend the Financial Management Act 1994
in relation to supply management and various
other matters, to amend other acts and for other
purposes.

Introduction and first reading
Read first time.
Mr W. D. McGRATH (Minister for Agriculture)
introduced a bill to repeal the Margarine Act 1975
and for other purposes.

FISHERIES (AMENDMENT) BILL
Introduction and first reading

Read first time.

AGRICULTURE (REGISTERED
OCCUPATIONS) BILL
Introduction and first reading

For Mr COLEMAN (Minister for Natural
Resources), Mr I. W. Smith introduced a bill to
amend the Fisheries Act 1968 and the
Conservation, Forest and Lands Act 1987 and for
other purposes.

Mr W. D. McGRATH (Minister for Agriculture)
introduced a bill to amend the Dried Fruits Act
1958 and the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act
1986, to repeal the requirement about registration
about certain occupations and for other purposes.

Read first time.

Read first time.

Debate resumed from 6 September; motion of
Mr Wells (Wantirna) for adoption of
address-in-reply.
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The SPEAKER - Order! I have much pleasure in
calling the honourable member for Williamstown. I
remind the House that it is his maiden speech and I
expect that all members will extend to him the usual
courtesy.
Mr BRACKS (Williamstown) - Thank you,
Mr Speaker, for the opportunity to speak in reply to
the Governor's speech on behalf of the people of
Williamstown. It is indeed an honour to be elected
as the 14th member of Parliament for Williamstown,
a seat that has existed since Victoria's first
Parliament began in 1856. Such is the magnetism of
the Williamstown area that my three most
immediate predecessors, Joan Kirner, Gordon
Stirling and Larry FIoyd still reside in or near the
electorate. Between them they gave 39 years of
service. But in length of service none compare to
their predecessor, John Lemmon. A carpenter, cutter
and union organiser, John Lemmon held the seat of
Williamstown between 1905 and 1955, a record 51
years. It is a record that I suggest is unlikely to be
broken in this place or in other Parliaments
throughout Australia. In my 40th year, I certainly
offer no threat to that record.

I shall now concentrate on my most recent
predecessor, Joan Kirner. Joan Kirner is a woman of
firsts. She was the first woman to represent
Williamstown; the first woman to be Premier of
Victoria; the first woman to lead the Victorian
parliamentary Labor Party. She is now still active as
the state ALP president. Within a relatively short
12-year parliamentary career, she achieved more
than most and is continuing to contribute in her new
career as chair of the Employment Services
Regulatory AuthOrity. Even before this new
appointment, she had already undertaken some
impressive work as chair of the Centenary of
Federation Committee, the report of which will have
impact for years to come.
Joan Kirner was also a doer in Melbourne's west.
She was an effective local member. She was always
involved in and playing a lead role in local issues.
You could never accuse Joan Kirner of simply being
a spectator. Following Joan Kirner's retirement from
the seat of Williamstown she offered me and my
family every possible support. We all know it is very
hard for the incumbent to hand over to a new
candidate, because we never believe anyone else can
do as well as we can. However, Joan Kimer
managed the transition, as she has all her political
life, with grace, dignity and proper support to the
ALP, to me as a candidate and to my family. Joan
Kirner is a great Australian who became Premier of
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Victoria at a time not of her choice. Yet she
undertook that task with dignity and
professionalism. I know she has a great deal more to
contribute in her new roles. I wish her well.
I also thank the hundreds of ALP members,
supporters and friends who assisted me in the recent
Williamstown campaign, and, of course, I thank my
family for their patience. Through their efforts,
networks and loyalties we achieved an impressive
result on 13 August. It is a bit unusual, but I also
acknowledge the other candidates who stood in the
Williamstown by-election. Standing for public office,
particularly when there is little prospect of winning,
is a hard task. I have done it in other seats; and I
have come close. I respect and recognise candidates
who stand for office in difficult seats and who are
prepared to stand up for their own and their
respective party's beliefs and be accountable. I
congratulate the other candidates for their efforts.
As the successful candidate in the seat of
Williamstown, I intend to represent all people in the
electorate whether or not they voted for the
Australian Labor Party. I will not take the seat for
granted. I do not see it as a safe seat. The seat of
Williamstown is not the property of an individual or
a group, an incumbent or the ALP. It is the collective
property of the 30 000 Williamstown electors. I
pledge myself to do my best on their behalf.

My first and foremost task now is to be an effective
local member of Parliament for Williamstown. I
believe this can best be achieved by the return of a
state Labor government in 1996. A future state Labor
government will, I believe, continue to reduce the
resource gap between Melbourne's west and the
other side of the Yarra.
More immediately and straight away I shall take up
Williamstown electorate issues, which cannot wait
unti11996 - issues that affect the quality of life of
residents in Williamstown, Newport, North Altona,
Yarraville and part of Footscray. These issues
include ensuring the survival of the Williamstown
Hospital, a great suburban hospital, built not by
government money but originally by public
subscription and donations. Ensuring its survival is
ensuring the Williamstown community's survival.
The second issue is keeping the Williamstown rail
line operational with trains running on it. It is one of
Melbourne's first railway lines, and is the only
public transport route into Melbourne. It is essential
to keep that line open.
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The third issue is the urgent need to relocate the
Coode Island chemical storage facility, which
borders on my electorate in the residential areas of
Yarraville and Footscray. I was pleased to hear in
the Treasurer's speech reference to providing
support to have the Coode Island chemical facility
moved, but what we now need is the budget, not
just a reference in the Treasurer's speech. But I
welcome the comment.
The fourth issue is the preservation of valuable strip
shopping centres in Williamstown, Yarraville and
Newport. These centres are currently under threat
from yet another shopping proposal, a New Altona
Gate-type shopping complex proposed for
Melbourne Road, Newport, which will replicate the
Altona Gate shopping complex close by and
effectively rip out the heart of the shopping centre in
the heart of the community.
I shall urge the Minister for Finance to consider
other possibilities for the site, including a retirement
village or other purposes.
I shall encourage further recognition of the heritage
and tourism opportunities in the electorate, whether
it is the Scienceworks Museum that millions of
visitors go through each year, or the historic .
Yarraville shopping centre, an untouched shopping
village as good as Maldon or Nelson Place,
Williamstown, which has the best view of the city of
Melbourne of any metropolitan location. These areas
are all being discovered by Melbourne residents,
and they will continue to be discovered. We need to
manage that tourism potential; these are matters that
I would like to be a part of.
I shall be working to improve the job prospects of
the long-term unemployed in Melbourne's west,
which is an issue of importance to me and one
which I shall address in more detail later in my
speech.
I have set myself clear objectives as the 14th member
of Parliament for Williamstown. I am prepared to
work with the current state government to achieve
them, but they are objectives I expect to fully realise
only after the return of a state Labor government.
These objectives include proper recognition of
Melbourne's west as a key wealth generator for the
Victorian economy; further development of the
Williamstown electorate as an historic tourism
precinct, and the site of early European settlement in
Victoria - one of the first settled sites in Victoria;
encouragement of infill residential housing
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developments while comprehensively cleaning up
contaminated land sites dotted around the
electorate; closing the resource gap in education,
hOUSing, health, and community services between
Melbourne's west and the rest of Melbourne;
encouraging new clean manufacturing and service
industries to the area to tackle structural, not just
cyclical, unemployment problems; and recognising
and encouraging the great diversity of cultures in
and recent migration to the electorate.
The Williamstown electorate is a great place to live,
work and bring up a family. It is a working suburb
and an area we chose to live in because of its
character. It has undiscovered treasures and a sense
of community that I have only experienced in
provincial towns that I have lived in previously.
The electorate also has the advantages of having an
excellent port, rail and road access to the rest of
Melbourne and interstate. Two key new projects
illustrate that advantage - projects that I believe
will secure Melbourne west's future and the
Williamstown electorate's future. Both have received
Significant commonwealth government money and
enjoy support from both the state government and
oppOSition. I refer to the Western Ring Road and the
standard gauge rail line, both of which run through
Melbourne's west. The rail line will run to Adelaide.
These projects have great significance to Victoria
and to the electorate. The ring road will enable
residents in Melbourne's west to have access to the
airport and will reduce the travelling time to the
airport from 40 minutes to 15 minutes. The ring road
will have industrial developments fanning from it. It
will allow heavy traffic to bypass other roads to
travel around Melbourne from the Hume Highway
to the port of Melbourne, and right across to the
Western Highway to Geelong and Adelaide. It is one
of the great achievements of the commonwealth
government and it is pleasing to see the state
government also made a contribution.
In addition the standard gauge railway line, which

we had to wait 90-0dd years for, will allow interstate
freight travel between Melbourne, Adelaide and
Sydney without the necessity for changing lines or
changing bogies. That will be of enormous benefit to
the freight system of Victoria and will certainly be of
great benefit to the rail industry in Melbourne's
west, not the least of which is the Newport railway
workshops, which is a great employer in my region.
I am conscious of my new role as a local member of
Parliament. It is a role that has become more
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important since our third tier of government, local
government, now no longer has elected members not that I am critical of the move for sensible
municipal restructure. On the contrary, I have long
supported sensible local government boundary
changes to reflect the shift in urban, provincial and
country populations. Yet I would have thought the
same objectives could have been achieved much
quicker. It should take three months, not 18 months,
to redraw boundaries and establish new electorates
for local government. I can only assume that the
longer period is about changing local government
policies, not just boundaries.
It is extremely important that the state government
operates within a system that has proper checks and
balances. One of these safeguards is the proper
resourcing of Parliament and members of
Parliament. I am very conscious as a new member
not to be too presumptuous too early. Yet my early
observations I believe are useful as a new member of
Parliament.

It is plainly evident to me that the resources offered
to a state member of Parliament in Victoria rate
amongst the worst of any state or territory
government in the commonwealth. If we want
quality input into the Parliament on behalf of our
electorates or parties we must have reasonable
quality resources. One staff member on limited
resources would seem to be inadequate for the task.
Would senior executives in Victoria's state public
service put up with restrictions on postage,
consumables and equipment? I can tell you from my
experience that the answer is no.
Should members of Parliament have to worry about
managing a small budget to resource their electorate
offices? The answer is no. How can members of
Parliament undertake proper research and support
through their electorate offices to provide better
input into Parliament? The answer is that we cannot.
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vigorous scrutiny. Members of Parliament are one of
the key watchdogs still left in the system.
In addition, parliamentary committees and
commi ttee chairs perform a crucial function in
examining ministerial and departmental activities. I
shall illustrate this point by quoting from Mr Tony
Rutherford in an article he prepared for the IPA
review in 1992. Mr Rutherford makes the telling
point that:
A great deal of corruption and mismanagement of the
last decade could have been prevented if Australia's
Parliaments had functioned more effectively.

That in" no way is a partisan statement. Indeed state
governments of both political persuasions as we
know have the same difficulties. Mr Rutherford goes
on to say:
Many commentators have seen the issues of corruption
and misgovernment as arising out of problems in our
systems of government, and a small but convincing
consensus is emerging that one obvious and necessary
path for reform is to assert the power of Parliament
over the executive. This is perhaps most clearly
approached in terms of accountability: it now seems
clear that what is needed is an executive which holds
itself accountable to this Parliament, a Parliament
which can hold the executive accountable, and a
parliamentary process which can be genuinely
accountable to the electorate.

Finally, Mr Rutherford makes the obvious
conclusion that:
Ministers have at their command large personal staffs,
the services of consultants and, most of all, their
deparbnents. Private members, comparatively, have
virtually nothing. Members, particularly state
members, therefore need more and better staff.

I couldn't agree more.
The Parliament and in particular members of
Parliament have a duty to scrutinise the executive, to
scrutinise a system that effectively centralises power
within the Department of the Premier and Cabinet
through well-paid departmental secretaries - not
that I am arguing that they should not be well paid.
Departmental secretaries have salary packages, as
we know, of more than $200 000 per annum and
with performance contracts of around $250 000.

I shall also refer to one of the big issues affecting
residents of Melbourne west and indeed VictOria, an
issue which I have spent a large part of my career
trying to tackle and which at times seems
unsolvable. I am sure you realise, Mr Speaker, that I
am talking about long-term unemployment and its
consequent effects on families and communities.

This strong and powerful executive that the state
government has established also requires strong and

While we are seeing national signs of recovery and
sustained employment growth, this is little comfort
to those who have been out of work for 12 months or
more. Indeed, as past recoveries have shown, any
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job growth tends to be taken up by recently
unemployed persons or graduates with skills, not
the long-term unemployed.
The recession has also been notable for its effects on
middle-aged breadwinners, usually unskilled
workers who have worked in the same enterprise for
most of their careers. Those workers have been
further hit through significant public sector
retrenchments, particularly in Victoria where job
shedding has hit the once stable employment area in
hospitals, schools and public transport.
We cannot expect that any economic recovery will
magically solve the problem of long-term
unemployment. To allow the long-term unemployed
an equal chance at new and emerging jobs, state and
federal government intervention is required to
provide short-term jobs and training opportunities.
An old saying, which we used in delivering state
labour market programs, is still true: 'The best way
to get a job is to be in a job already'. Long-term
unemployed need real work experience and real
training to be competitive for other new job
opportunities. This is doubly true of middle-aged
long-term unemployed breadwinners.

What support or programs do we have for long-term
unemployed over-35-year-olds? Very little. In fact,
as we are all aware, most federal and state job and
training programs are directed towards the young
unemployed or recent graduates.
While I have no argument with continued
resourcing of these programs, there is certainly a gap
for middle-aged long-term unemployed. In the past
Victoria has mounted innovative employment
programs that the commonwealth has subsequently
picked up. There is a dear opportunity for Victoria
to again lead the way, providing support, work
experience and training for long-term unemployed
mature workers.
The state budget delivered in this session of
Parliament can also be a crucial instrument for
encouraging job growth. The state government and
its instrumentalities are one of the largest employers
in Victoria. The government has the capacity not
only for direct central budget funded employment
but also the ability to encourage federal funding for
job training schemes.
Victoria must now be the only state in Australia that
does not allow trainees as employees in the public
sector. Traineeships are an accepted form of
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employment in other states, the commonwealth and
the private sector. Significant wage subsidies are
offered by the commonwealth for employers of
trainees. Victoria is effectively foregOing this
opportunity, and in the process limiting
opportunities for long-term unemployed persons to
obtain work in the Victorian public sector.
Other opportunities within the federal government's
employment white paper are also available for the
Victorian government, including the Jobskills job
creation project and the case management worker
projects. Within a tight state budgeting framework
every cent of federal employment and training
subsidies should be explored.
The state budget can also contribute to long-term
sustainable jobs through expanded capital works
projects. In health, education and transport
Significant opportunities exist for major and minor
capital works while maintaining tight budgetary
control. Indeed, non-recurrent expenditure should
be maximised in the budget to help kick-start the
Victorian economy, which has been slower than
other states to move into recovery mode.
In fact, one of the best ways to use future state
government budget surpluses is in much needed
capital works projects, particularly for outer
metropolitan Melbourne suburbs that lack adequate
public transport and community service facilities.
It is therefore pleasing that the state opposition has

itself developed a set of financial management
principles to manage these projects on return to
government. These principles will allow a future
state Labor government to schedule expenditure
priorities within a tight budgetary framework.

Mr Speaker, as I stated at the outset, I am honoured
to have been selected as the member for
Williamstown after 20 years in the Australian Labor
Party performing advisory, policy and
organisational roles.
It is indeed pleasing to be able to contribute in this
Parliament to both the state opposition team and the
electors of Williamstown.
I hope that my management background in both the
public and private sectors, and within the
employment and training fields, will enable me to
contribute constructively to policy debates in this
place. I look forward to those future opportunities.
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Mr Speaker, may I conclude by again thanking my
friends and family for their support, encouragement
and hard work throughout my political career and
thank them for being in the gallery today. In
particular, I thank my wife, Terry, and children
Nick, Amy and Will. I apologise to members who
have been interrupted by the baby being carried
around in a capsule at functions, but with a 12-week
old baby there was not much choice.
I thank you, Mr Speaker, and other honourable
members for your attention.
Mr RYAN (Gippsland South) - It is my pleasure
to jOin the debate on the occasion of the
address-in-reply to the Governor's speech. I
congratulate the honourable member for
Williamstown on his maiden speech.
When I made my maiden speech two years ago the
state of Victoria was on the brink. We were facing an
accumulated debt level of about $70 billion and had
a $3 billion current account deficit. We were
spending $15 billion a year and recovering
$12 billion of it. In my view, we were facing a
looming disaster. The state was the laughing stock of
not only Australia but also our competitive nations
around the world. The state had reached a low point
that it had not known before.
In October 1992 the Kennett government was elected

and embarked upon the task of reform that has
regenerated and rejuvenated Victoria. Importantly,
it has also returned pride to the people of the state. I
am a strong believer in the fact that the performance
of the people of Victoria is related to the level of
their own feeling of pride in their ownership of the
state of Victoria.
The key to the progress that has been achieved over
the past two years have been the major reforms that
have been undertaken in the complete spectrum of
government services because that in turn has led to a
pOSition where private enterprise has been
encouraged in its growth, and I shall make further
reference to that in due course.
Today, as is evidenced by the Treasurer in the
course of delivering the budget, we have seen the
complete reversal of fortunes. The job is not
complete by any stretch, but by the same token we
are well on the way to reversing the situation that
the Kennett government inherited in 1992. We have
seen some remarkable achievements over the past
two years, not the least of which is the creation of
66 000 new jobs since January this year.
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Victoria has had six months of continuous growth,
with 37 per cent of Australia's job growth occurring
within this state since January this year. Victoria's
unemployment levels have dropped, and on current
trends they will continue to do so.
Importantly, the level of private capital expenditure
in the March quarter this year increased by 11 per
cent compared with the same quarter in the
previous year. That is a staggering increase in
expenditure when compared to the level of private
capital expenditure for the same quarter in New
South Wales, which increased by 1 per cent, and the
whole of Australia, which increased by 4 per cent.
When the Treasurer delivered his financial
statement earlier this year, in its flier advertising the
statement the Australian Financial Review summed it
up as, 'Victoria's economic miracle'. A tremendous
effort has been put in to achieve these growth
figures, but it is an economic miracle.
Various areas of government administration have
been reformed. Probably the most outstanding
reform has been achieved within the power
industry, and the reforms have been long overdue.
The Hilmer report developed the concept of a
national competition policy. For a long time there
has been massive over-capacity and excessive
investment within the industry. Victoria will soon be
part of the national electricity grid. The industry has
had unsustainable work practices and has been
struggling to capitalise on the vast supplies of
brown coal in the Latrobe Valley. In 1982 Victoria
had the cheapest power costs on the east coast of
Australia, but in 1994 it had the most expensive.
The federal Labor government has strongly
supported the state government's policies and
acknowledged that radical reforms were required
within the power industry. All Victorians will
benefit from the reforms. The uniform tariff policy
will be maintained over the next six years, but
during that period, particularly during the next four
years, tariffs will be reduced by 22 per cent for
medium and small businesses; 9 per cent for rural
and farming enterprises; and 9 per cent for
residential users. Approximately 40 000 pensioners
will enjoy a reduction of 22 per cent in their overall
power costs. It is a magnificent achievement.
The Liberal Party and National Party government
has agreed to protect the country users of power
beyond the year 2000. There will be a $440 million
write-down of assets within the eastern and western
distribution areas resulting in the reduction in the
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sale value of those assets of approximately $1 billion.
The cost of transmission across the distribution
districts will be equalised. The Regulator-General
and the government's persistence will ensure that
the benefits will flow to all Victorians, both city and
country.
The ultimate outcome of this reform agenda will be
that at long last Victorians will share in the debt
reduction of $9 billion now borne by the former
State Electricity Commission of Victoria. As the
corporatisation and privatisation programs develop
the saving in interest payments alone through the
reduction in debt will be apprOximately
$700 million per annum. That will occur during a
period when the electricity tariffs for all Victorians
will reduce by one-third! That is a magnificent
achievement and the Kennett coalition government
should be justifiably proud.
Major reforms have occurred in education. In my
own electorate these reforms have proven to be of
tremendous benefit to the ultimate beneficiariesthe children. When I visit schools and talk to the
parents, teachers and children, my judgments are
based on whether the reforms are catering for
children. In my view, the reforms are achieving the
end we seek - the welfare of students.
For the first time in a decade money is being spent in
my electorate on capital works programs for schools.
ApprOximately $3 million is being expended in
33 schools throughout my electorate. That is a
tremendous achievement. The house will be relieved
to know that I shall not read through the list of 33
schools, but I shall refer to some major school
projects. l..eongatha Primary School will spend
$650 000 on renovations and replacement of
buildings. A further $350 000 will be spent to
develop the west campus of the secondary college.
Last week I visited Gormandale Primary School, and
it has been allocated $600 000 to establish a new
school. While there I presented a cheque on behalf of
the Attorney-General to one of the students who
was successful in a poster competition sponsored by
the Attorney-General's department. I also presented
a cheque to the school relating to other matters. It
was a cold morning and in the kick-ta-kick that I
had with the grade 6 children I almost pulled a
hamstring! The teachers, students and parents will
be delighted to know that the $600 000 will help to
build a new school.
Foster Primary School has been allocated $250 000
for a refurbishment program. Wurruk Primary
School, which I visited recently, was allocated
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$100 000. The Alberton West Primary School, which
I recently visited with my wife, Trish, to open an
extension now has $30 000 in the bank! The days
when parents of children would paint some
classrooms just to keep the school rwuting are fast
disappearing. Parents can and will make their
valuable contributions as they have done over the
years, but they will not have to work on basic
necessities to the extent that they have in the past.
One of the sad aspects of the incessant criticism of
the government by the opposition on education
issues is that it is perpetuating a myth about the way
education is being reformed. My experience from
visiting schools throughout my electorate is that the
reforms have been beneficial to the children. I
compliment the Minister for Education for the
various initiatives he has taken. Every time I pass
him I get hit in the chest with a cheque for more
school improvements. It is tremendous that these
programs have been implemented.
Both in my electorate and throughout the state
various initiatives have occurred in public transport.
In some cases train lines have been closed, but in
every instance the services have been replaced by
buses. I accept that travelling on buses is not as
comfortable as travelling on trains, but in most
instances we have been able to add more services. A
few weeks ago I spoke to Ross and Joan Eldred who
run the bus service in l..eongatha. They have
increased the number of visits from about 48 to 70 a
week. Additional services are now available for the
people of Leongatha and the surrounding district.
The hospitals within my electorate are functioning
well under the case-mix system. They have all been
the beneficiaries of additional funding. In an
announcement only 10 days ago the Minister for
Health allocated $15 million for equipment
additions to Victorian hospitals. The Gippsland Base
Hospital in Sale received $125 000 and the
Gippsland Southern Health Service at l..eongatha,
which also covers Korumburra, received $52000,
and similar allocations on a pro rata basis apply to
other hospitals in my electorate. It has been
estimated that if case-mix funding had been
operating over the past decade the South Gippsland
Hospital at Foster would have had three extensions
to its establishment. The case-mix formula has
operated magnificently and its introduction has
meant that many hospitals have been beneficiaries of
these reforms.
Other reforms have invigorated private enterprise in
Victoria and some 66 000 jobs have been created
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primarily within the private sector. The reforms
have returned confidence to private sector activity,
and confidence is an absolute necessity if it is to
operate properly.
Victoria is in a position right across the board,
whether in the public or private sectors, where it is
in competition with the world. It is not a matter of
choice on our part. The world has come to us in
terms of the operation of our markets. Over the past
10 years, particularly in this state and nation, we
have had to come to grips with the fact that our
trade barriers have been broken down. If we are to
export our products offshore to all nations equally
they must have access to us, and we must expect
and ensure world-best practice.
In addition to the areas I have mentioned we can
add local government reforms. It is all driven by the
fact that we must be competitive if we are to have an
influence on the markets in which we trade. The
coalition government is particularly aware of this
concept.
In my electorate the agricultural industry is making
a tremendous contribution to the state's fortunes. I
am delighted with yesterday'S announcement by the
Minister for Agriculture, which was reinforced
today by the Treasurer, relating to an injection of
$22 million into agriculture. Over the next three
years that money will be devoted to research,
development, extension and capital works. The
extension aspect of the funding is crucial.
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$45 million, and 80 per cent of that product is sold
beyond our shores. The Murray Goulburn factory at
Maffra has a production of $60 million worth of
export product. The dairy industry provides a
Significant contribution to the economy of my
electorate and the state.
One of the challenges faCing the dairy industry over
the next few years will be its ability to significantly
increase its production. The industry will need
substantial capital injection. Both Murray Goulburn
and Bonlac Foods have demonstrated their
commitment to the cause. Over the past three years
Murray Goulburn has spent $73 million on its plant
and an additional $30 million on tankers, equipment
and various other infrastructure aspects of the
industry. Over the next five years Bonlac Foods will
spend up to $200 million in capital development. It
is a great tribute to the companies that they are
meeting the challenges in their industry.
Although agriculture is vital to South Gippsland it is
an indication of the changing nature of regional
Victoria that many other industries also operate in
my electorate. The oil and gas industry is a huge
producer for Victoria and Australia. The Bass Strait
oilfields, which are part of my electorate, have
contributed savings of $120 billion in foreign
exchange since their commencement. That is big
money, and the savings are continuing.

We have a real hands-on minister running the
Department of Agriculture in this state. I believe he
does a tremendous job. At the outset, when the
minister took on the portfolio one of his proposals
was that the work done by his department would
take place in the field; the research and
investigations would not stop in the laboratories. It
was important that the work reached the end userthe farming community. The minister should be
applauded for the success of his aim.

Recently BHP released its vision for a national gas
grid. If it goes ahead it will involve capital
expenditure of $350 million to tap into the gas fields
in Bass Strait and take the supply to Sydney. No
matter which company develops that plan, Victoria
will be the beneficiary, particularly my constituents
who have the product in their backyard. Any
company that wants to develop the fields will have
to come to them. One of the spin-offs of that
development will be the construction of another gas
plant at Longford because our existing facilities do
not have the capacity to supply both our exiSting
markets and the Sydney market.

In my electorate the dairy industry is the high-flier
in terms of agricultural product. Some 90 per cent of
Australia's exports in dairying come from Victoria
and 25 per cent of Victoria's dairying production is
exported. They are extraordinarily Significant
figures. In Leongatha the Murray Goulburn factory,
which is the largest of its type in the southern
hemisphere, employs 400 people, produces
$90 million in export product and $140 million in
domestic product. The Bonlac factory at Toora, a
township with a population of 400, has a turnover of

Many small businesses in my electorate based on the
oil and gas industry are unique; they have operated
for more than 20 years. They are capable of finding
oil, developing platforms, oil production and the
maintenance that goes with it. Recently I visited
several of those companies. Earlier this year one
company, Eastern Instrument Services, completed a
$1 million contract to supply instrumentation
services to BHP in its fields near Vietnam. Another
company, Stalfab, recently won a $2 million contract
for topside development involving steel fabrication
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on the new jackets being built in Newcastle. They
will ultimately be used in Bass Straillt is a pity that
although work of that nature would substantially
have been Wldertaken a decade ago at Barry Beach,
which is also in my electorate, for various reasons
that is not the case today and the work is being
undertaken in Newcastle. It would be wonderful if
Barry Beach could again be used for the construction
industry.
About 20 companies based around Sale are involved
in maintenance contracts associated with Bass Strait,
and they make a great contribution to the local
economy and to the oil industry. The aeronautical
industry is also strong in my electorate. The RAAF
base at East Sale employs about 850 people and
within three years about 50 per cent of the activity
there will be privatised. Private companies will be
involved in the delivery of services at the RAAF
base. That will be another fillip for the local
economy.
At West Sale an aero industry is very much in its
developmental stage. One of the companies is
currently doing engineering work for Chinese
companies. Many other developments are occurring
in other areas of my electorate. Associated Kiln
Driers Pty Ltd, known as AKD, based in Colac, has
won a contract for the supply of pulp timber in my
electorate and will be looking to establish a mill at
Yarram. An additional 60 jobs will be created in the
activity overall. This pulp resource is sustainable
and the 1996 production of some 80 000 cubic metres
will increase to about 120 000 in 1999. It will be a
long-term industry.
A local company, Interstate Energy, is looking to
develop the coalfields just out of Yarram for the
purpose of converting brown coal into organic
fertiliser. It has the patent for it and it has been done
already. Fortunately the process does not require
large excavations of coal; the coal is in ready supply.
The company is at the stage of satisfying the
necessary preliminary planning and environmental
issues.
Aquaculture and mariculture industries will offer
benefits to my area. Next Monday at Foster I will
host a meeting of all the parties involved, including
representatives of the Department of Planning and
Development, the shires of South Gippsland and
Alberton, the Department of Conservation and
Natural Resources and a number of people who
have commercial interests in this sphere. All the
indications are that the waters around Corner Wet
are ideal for the development of those industries, so
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we need to chart the course most appropriate to get
the best benefit from them. It can be fairly said that
the government does not have an established policy
for those important industries, so there is a prospect
of shaping future policies for that area.
I am pleased that the initiative taken four or five
years ago by the Shire of South Gippsland to
establish a ferry terminal at Welshpool to create a
cross-strait ferry service to Georgetown in Tasmania
is likely to be acted upon in the coming year. The
ferry service will be reinsta ted to run on a
commercial basis across to Flinders Island, but I am
sure it will be extended.
Local industries have been able to benefit
enormously through government refonn. Just a few
days ago I visited Prom Meats at Foster, an abattoir
that is owned and operated by the Davies family.
Over the past two years they have turned the
business around and it now employs about 50 local
people and is the largest local private employer. It
has benefited from an enonnous reduction in
Workcover liabilities. The company has been
nominated for the Victorian small business awards,
the ceremony for which is to be held next Monday
night, and I wish it well.
Mr W. D. McGrath interjected.
Mr RY AN - The minister is correct. The new
meat authority has also been of great assistance.
This year the government will commit funds to the
construction of backpacker facilities at Wilson's
Promontory. I see that area as being able to
accommodate more development, but it must be
done in an environmentally satisfactory fashion.
When you look around the world at developments
such as those available at Wilson's Promontory you
see the prospect of our being able to undertake this
style of project for the benefit of all Victorians.

Over the past few years there has been considerable
development in Leongatha. I take this opportunity
to wish the Leongatha Football Club all the best in
the preliminary final this Saturday. This is the
Parrots centenary year so this Saturday is a big event
for the team. I hope Brian Royal and his team can
win it and then the grand final. I usually have a
conflict of interest because Maffra and Sale are also
in the Latrobe Valley league, but they are not
participating in the finals so I am free to offer my
unqualified support to Leongatha.
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The dairy industry at Maffra is flourishing and more
money is being put into it. At Sale the former Esso
offices, which were purchased by the council for
$500 000, have been redeveloped. Bearing in mind
that the building was valued at $12 million, that
represents a terrific opportunity, and Esso's
assistance is much appreciated. Half of the building
is now the location of the council offices, while the
other half is available for commercial development. I
am sure that that will represent great opportunities
in time to come.
In all of this the government has been keen to
participate as a catalyst. We are not looking for
ownership. The Minister for Regional Development
has been active in ensuring that he does everything
possible to support regional development around
country Victoria. I have had the pleasure of being a
member of the government's regional development
committee which has undertaken about six visits to
country Victoria to identify incentive packages to
enable country industries to succeed. Only last week
we visited Rochester, Echuca, Tongala and Kyabram
and I had the opportunity of going back to my home
town of Lockington.

The Murray Goulburn factory at Rochester offers an
indication of where Victoria stands on the world
markets, and I was told that cheese produced at that
factory is being sold at Harrods and Sainsburys in
London. I do not want to steal the thunder of the
honourable member for Rodney, but that is a great
achievement and is indicative of the way we are able
not only to compete but also to win on world
markets.
The Minister for Regional Development has been of
grea t assistance to me by prOviding funding to
enable different developments to take place in my
area to assist private industry to get going. He has
had a hands-on approach to policy development
I conclude by saying that what the government has
been able to do in the past two years has benefited
all Victorians. However, I emphasise that the
retention of confidence we have been able to
generate is a very fragile thing. I hope government
policy will continue unabated and that the
opposition can see its way clear to work with us as
opposed to against us to achieve benefits for all
Victorians.
Dr COG HILL (Werribee) - I have pleasure in
joining the debate on the address-in-reply to His
Excellency the Governor's speech. I remind the
house of the motion moved by the honourable
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member for Wantima which we are being asked to
support:
That the following address, in reply to the speech of
His Excellency the Governor to both houses of
Parliament be agreed to by this house Your Excellency:
We, the Legislative Assembly of Victoria in Parliament
assembled, wish to express our loyalty to our
Sovereign. and to thank Your Excellency for the speech
which you have made to the Parliament.

It may surprise some to know that this form of
motion in response to a governor's address is not
standard in Australia. There is considerable
variation, and so far as I can see each jurisdiction has
its own particular wording. I direct attention to the
wording used by both houses of Parliament in South
Australia:
1.

We, the members of the Legislative Council, thank
Your Excellency for the speech with which you
have been pleased to open Parliament.

2.

We assure Your Excellency that we will give our best
attention to all matters placed before us.

3.

We earnestly join in Your Excellency's prayer for the
divine blessing on the proceedings of the session.

Honourable members will see great differences
between those two wordings.
I must say that I will have great difficulty in
supporting the motion that has been moved unless I
do so by putting the most esoteric interpretation
possible upon it. My primary loyalty is to the people
of Australia, the people of Victoria and the people I
represent. My loyalty is to the sovereignty of the
people, but this motion pledges the loyalty of this
chamber to the sovereign with a capital'S'. There
would be no greater demonstration of the
democratic deficit that faces Australia, and Victoria
in particular, than the wording used in this motion.

It epitomises the democratic deficit which exists and
to which we are subject. I shall elaborate on the
point a little - I am sure the honourable member for
Glen Waverley will appreciate it. Let us turn our
attention to the way this particular person came to
be the Sovereign, our head of state. It was a
consequence of two factors: one was hereditary and
the other was an action of a foreign Parliament, the
British Parliament, as a consequence of the
Succession of the Crown Act 1707.
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Mr Pescott interjected.
Or COG HILL - The Minister for Industry
Services says it is a 1701 act. My reference suggests
otherwise. Be that as it may, I make the point that
Victoria is no longer a colony; nor is Australia a
colony or group of colonies of the British Crown or
of the British government. Yet when the matter of
succession arises, our head of state will be selected
in part by an action of a foreign Parliament - the
British Parliament. There could be no clearer
demonstration than that of the democratic deficit
that affects Victoria and Australia generally. It is one
of the reasons, but only one, why many Australians
are increasingly supporting the idea of Australia
becoming a republic.
I will now turn my attention to other examples and
illustrations of what I term the democratic deficit.
The first is the very circumstance that brings us to
this point today - the prorogation of Parliament. As
members are well aware, prorogation is nothing but
an anachronistic vestige from the days of absolute
monarchy and the divine right of kings. No
democratic principle says that the head of state of
the day or the representative of the head of state whether on the advice of the head of government or
otherwise - should be able to dissolve Parliament
and suspend its activities as happens when there is a
prorogation.
Mr Pescott interjected.
Or COG HILL - Many governments have done it
in the past, but that does not deny the point I make.
There is no democratic basis whatever for the
prorogation of the Parliament.
When one turns to the Governor's speech one again
finds confirmation of the democratic deficit that is a
part of the function of this government and of
Victoria under this government. In the entire speech
there is not a single concession to parliamentary
democracy and the responsibility of the government
to Parliament. Indeed, when one looks at the fleeting
reference to Parliament made in the speech, one can
only be concerned.
Parliament is not asked to review and deliberate on
legislative proposals that may be put before it by the
government; in fact, it is directed to grant the
essential passage of the legislation. The words used
are, 'requested to grant', but when they are taken
with the word 'essential', one can see that it is issued
as a directive to Parliament. I was puzzled by the
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use of the word 'essential' in the context of the
phrase 'grant the essential passage of the legislation'.
Mr E. R. Smith interjected.
Or cOGHILL - That is at page 7 of the
Governor's speech. I took the trouble to look at the
Oxford Dictionary because, like most, I would not
have thought 'essential' would have been the
appropriate word in this context. But there is an
unusual use of 'essential' that explains it. The Oxford
Dictionary defines it as 'absolutely necessary'.
Therefore, Parliament is asked to grant the
absolutely necessary passage of the legislation put
before it. When one reads that and understands its
literal meaning, one notes that it is far from being an
acknowledgment that Parliament has a sovereign
responsibility to deliberate on, consider, reject,
amend or pass legislation. Parliament is being
directed to pass the legislation as put to it by the
government.
Mr Perrin - Read the whole sentence.
Or COG HILL - I have no hesitation in reading
the whole sentence if that will help the honourable
member for Bulleen understand. The whole
sentence, which forms one paragraph, says:
Parliament, as the supreme law-giving body of the
state, is requested to grant the essential passage of the
legislation put before it to maintain the march of
progress towards sustainable economic growth and a
secure future for all Victorians.

I rest my case. It directs the Parliament to pass the
legislation without amendment - indeed, without
delibera tion.
Mr Pescott interjected.
Or COG HILL - The Minister for Industry
Services seems to have some difficulty
understanding the use of the word 'essential' in that
context. Perhaps when he speaks in the debate in his
usual laid-back, eloquent way he might enlighten us
on how he believes the word 'essential' is to be
interpreted in that particular context. I hope he will
exert himself to that small extent -honourable
members would welcome the opportunity of
observing him doing so.
Let me contrast that approach to the role of
Parliament to the approach taken in the Governor's
speech delivered in October 1992 on the opening of
Parliament following the general state election. At
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that time we heard wonderful sentiments about how
Parliament was to be reformed and restored to its
proper role, but none of that has happened. Indeed,
the reverse has happened, particularly in the short
sitting period following that speech. We now have
sessional orders that restrict Parliament as well as
other matters to which I shall refer subsequently.
The general style of the speech and the language
used reflect a military style. It is a dicta torial
approach; there is no democratic basis and it
expresses no democratic sentiments - there is
nothing like that. One could be excused for thinking
that the author's values had been shaped by a period
in the school cadets and the army. One suspects that
that may well be so.
Mr Perrin interjected.
Dr COG HILL - The honourable member for
Bulleen asks whether the Governor was in the army.
No, he was in the navy. But after the honourable
member for Bulleen has been here a while, he will
come to understand that Governor's speeches are
not the products of a Governor's own thoughts; in
fact, they are the messages given to him to issue to
the public on behalf of the government, with the
Premier, no doubt, being the chief adviser to the
Governor.
As I said, the style of the Governor's speech reflects
a military style. The context in which it was
delivered simply reinforces that perception. No
honourable member could have avoided hearing the
cannon fire tha t sounded following the speech.
Presumably it was a 21-gun salute, although I did
not count the number of blasts. One would have to
say that the sound inside this building was
reminiscent of the soundtrack of reports from
Sarajevo about the events happening there.
Mr E. R. Smith interjected.
Dr COG HILL - The honourable member for
Glen Waverley, who has a military background,
would have a deeper appreciation than I have of
military hardware and the sounds it creates.
My children were concerned to know what the
blasts were because they were so unusual. Their
only experience of such blasts is on the soundtrack
of reports from war zones. That is the context in
which the speech occurred.
More importantly, we should look at the extent of
the democratic deficit, which is apparent in the
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content of this speech. I shall refer to a small
selection of passages in the Governor's speech. On
page 4 he states:
The government will continue its practice of
communicating directly with Victorians to provide
them with a full account of its stewardship, and will
soon be sending all households a mid-term report.

I ask honourable members to reflect on what form of
communication that will take. There can be two
forms of communicating with people: firstly, to say
the things to them; and, secondly, to have an
exchange of communication. The government's
approach, as indicated by the Governor's speech, is
not to have an exchange of communication. I note
that the Minister for Industry and Employment
appears to understand the point I make because he
is much more a true democrat and one who is
committed to democracy than the leader of his
government. The evidence of the Kennett
government's performance is confirmed by that
passage on page 4 of the Governor's speech. The
government sees communication as communicating
to the people, but not the exchange of views, the
accepting of the views of the people by giving them
an opportunity to contribute to the better
government of the state. That is confirmed in just a
couple of sentences later when the Governor states:
The government has not been content to let others carry
the responsibility for thinking through our problems
and their solutions.

That comment makes the point as strongly as it can
be made by anyone. The government does not
believe in the right and the opportunity for the
people of Victoria to contribute to thinking about
their problems and the solutions. The government
believes it knows the facts, the problems and the
only solutions. That is not to deny that the
government does have ideas and energy and still
does have fresh enthusiasm for reform as the
following sentence says, but experience worldwide
shows that better government occurs when people
are allowed to contribute ideas to the debate of the
governance of their states and their nations.
The government does not seem to understand that
point, and no more so than in local government
where, rather than give local government the
opportunity to contribute to the reform process, has
taken an extremely heavy-handed approach, forcing
the Local Government Board to implement change.
Although it does not make the final, formal decision,
it effectively makes the decisions because its
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recommendations have rarely been questioned.
However, the Local Government Board has not been
given the time necessary to do its job properly. I
make that comment after having met with the
Chairman of the Local Government Board although that is not what she said to me. I would not
want to misrepresent her in that way, but it is clear
from my own experience and the experience of
others with the Local Government Board that it does
not have the time and resources to properly fulfil its
functions.
I contrast that with the approach taken towards local
government reform in Sweden that I may have
previously mentioned in this house. In Sweden a
public inquiry was held on the best way to set up
municipalities, their size, features and so forth.
Having determined those criteria in the public
inquiry, its local government association, the
equivalent of our local government association, was
asked to go away and prepare fresh boundaries, or
new communes as they are known in Sweden, based
on those criteria. Historical evidence appears to
indicate that that is a better way to go.
One might ask why it is important that this problem
of the democratic deficit be addressed. I draw to the
attention of honourable members the recent reports
from Western Australia and a recent article in the
Economist. The Western Australian Select Committee
on Parliamentary Procedures for Intergovernmental
Legislative Agreements reported in August 1992,
quoting Sharman (1982):
The long-term logic of greater parliamentary
participation in intergovernmental affairs is, as it is for
Parliament's role in general, a much more open system
of government, a diffusion of political tension, a much
wider repertoire of modes of government interaction, a
much wider consideration of alternatives, a much more
accurate assessment of the direction and weight of the
opinion of the relative public, and an almost certain
improvement in the quality of decision-making.

The article in the Economist, which was published on
27 August 1994, has a lead article and a major
feature article on democracy and growth, meaning
economic growth. It comes to the conclusion that
there are sound economic reasons for promoting
democracy, apart from the justification in other
ways. The articles make this important point. They
say that other things being equal, an improvement
of one marking - a ranking system - of civil and
political freedom raises annual growth per head by
roughly a full percentage point. That cuts right
across the belief of the government that strong

Wednesday, 7 September 1994

dictatorial leadership is somehow in the best
interests of government and of economic growth.
The empirical evidence is against it. Although one
might turn to the evidence of the short-term high
economic performance by dictatorial regimes, in
which democracy has been reduced or eliminated,
the evidence of centuries and many nations is that
enhanced democracy enhances economic growth as
well as other aspects of quality of life of the people.
In other words, a democratic deficit hobbles
economic growth. I strongly recommend those
articles in the Economist to honourable members
because they are persuasive reading.
The democratic deficit can apply both within
spheres of government and between spheres of
government. Within our own sphere of government
it is undoubtedly true that this government has
added to the democratic deficit. In terms of
Parliament we see it clearly where sittings have been
restricted, sessional orders have severely curtailed
the opportunity for members to raise matters and,
rather than being the theatre of Parliament, question
time has become the theatre of the absurd, as it has
in other Australian jurisdictions. Now, even more
seriously, we see attempts to force members of
Parliament to vacate positions to which they have
been elected by Parliament and by their respective
committees. If that threat is carried through, it will
be a contempt and a breach of the privileges of the
individual members concerned.
I hope the government and in particular the Premier
will rethink that possible threat to the rights of
specific members of this house and the other place to
occupy the poSitions to which they have been
elected, firstly, by the respective houses and,
secondly, by the members of the committees
constituted by the houses under an act of Parliament.
I shall now turn to the democratic deficit as it
applies between the spheres of government in
Australia. I have already commented on the way
local government in Victoria has been treated as
little more than a pawn of the executive in this state.
But in relations between the commonwealth and the
state, the Premier deserves commendation on some
of the actions he has taken, and I shall suggest some
other matters to him that I hope he will find
palatable.
Mr Hamilton - That is something of a worry!
Or COG HILL - The meetings of the heads of
state and territory governments, which are now
occurring in Australia, without the presence of the
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Prime Minister, are a valuable initiative that provide
the states and territories with the opportunity of
reasserting their proper places in the Australian
federation and taking part in cooperative activity. It
will enable them to avoid some of the divide and
rule tactics that have been employed by
commonwealth governments from time to time.
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assist considerably in addressing the democratic
deficit as it affects commonwealth and state
government relations in Australia.
In the remaining minutes I shall draw attention to
some of the other matters that I believe could also

affect the democratic deficit. The first is that
Australia should adopt subsidiarity.

TIlis process is only going to work with the

cooperation of the Premiers and chief ministers,
irrespective of their political affiliation, and to date
that appears to be occurring. I pay tribute to the
Victorian Premier's role in advancing that process
because it seems to me that there we have an
opportunity to strengthen the Australian federation.
At this point a real problem is left unattended, that
is, the nature of inter-governmental agreements and
the way they are addressed by the respective
sovereign parliaments of Australia. I draw the
house's attention to the reports of the Western
Australian committee, the select committee to which
I referred a moment ago, and the now standing
committee on uniform legislation and
inter-governmental agreements. lbat committee is
currently headed by a Mr Phillip Pendal, MLA,
whom I understand to be a Liberal.
There is a great consciousness in the Western
Australian Parliament of the importance of
parliamentary accountability when it comes to
inter-governmental agreements. I hope the Premier
will take the same interest in the right to review
inter-governmental agreements at a state
parliamentary level as he is taking in his view that
there should be a right by the states to review
international treaties entered into by the federal
government.
The most recent report of this Western Australian
standing committee, its third report issued quite
recently, lists at least 50 inter-governmental
agreements that affect the Western Australian
jurisdiction and almost certainly the Victorian
jurisdiction. On my reading through those titles,
which are listed in the third report, there are
probably only one, two or three of them that have
come to the attention of this house or the Victorian
Parliament. That is clearly unsatisfactory, and I
believe that the proposals of the Western Australian
committee for the tabling of information on each of
those inter-governmental agreements before the
respective houses of Parliament should be adopted
in Victoria. It has already been considered by the
Victorian Scrutiny of Acts and Regulations
Committee. If that road were followed it would

Mr Pescott interjected.
Or COG HILL - The minister forgets that when
he was in Europe it was a term that was widely used
in the European Economic Community as it was
known then, or the European Union as it is now. He
would also understand that it was a term that has
been used by popes over the last hundred or so
years and has a well-understood meaning in Europe
if not to the minister. What it suggests is that
decisions should be made and that administration
should occur at the most local, appropriate level.
In other words, if it is most appropriate that a

particular area of government decision making and
administration should occur at the state level, and
that might be in the area of hospitals to give one
example, then that is what should apply as a
constitutional principle.
Firstly, we should adopt that both as a convention
and ultimately as a constitutional principle at the
national level and between state and local
government in Australia.
Secondly, it is time to revisit the issue of citizen
initiated referendums. I would not suggest they
should be available for every little policy issue that
might grab someone's interests, but if there were to
be any change in the electoral system in Victoria,
any change in the parliamentary system in Victoria,
any change in the independence of the judiciary in
Victoria, that should occur only as a result of a
referendum. It should be the right of the people to
initiate a referendum subject to a sufficiently large
threshold of eligible voters petitioning for such a
referendum.
The other thing that we should do is again what the
Western Australians have done under a Liberal
government, and that is to start having a look at a
state level at the constitutional system that affects us.
The Western Australian government has set up a
constitutional committee that has been touring the
state, conducting public hearings, receiving public
submissions and looking at the commonwealth
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constitution as it affects that state and implicitly
having a look at the Western Australian
constitutional system.
A similar process should occur in Victoria, perhaps
leading to a constitutional convention which would
enable us as a state to seriously address this problem
of the democratic deficit, which is affecting Australia
nationally, which is affecting Victoria, and which is
affecting the relations between the Victorian
government and local government within this state.
Mr E. R. SMITH (Glen Waverley) - I am pleased
and delighted to be able to take part in the
address-in-reply debate today and to pass on the
felicitations and greetings of the people of the
electorate of Glen Waverley, my wife Sarah and my
own to the Governor and for the outstanding job
that he is doing as head of state in Victoria.
Mr Hamilton - And the loyalty!
Mr E. R. SMITH - I am rightly reminded by the
honourable member for Morwell about his loyalty as
well.

1 am very happy to add that because when I was
growing up and first jOined the Liberal Party in
about 1964, life was very Simple. Your aims were
very Simple. You had God, Queen and country, and
it was very simple to live under that. Of course life
has become complicated. Standards of living have
fallen and society has gone downhill, become more
complicated and become a very difficult place to live
in. To listen to the newborn or born-again democrat
in the honourable member for Werribee is quite
amusing, particularly as he was the Speaker in the
previous Parliament.
His great complaint today was about the proroguing
of Parliament - he was one of the prime offenders.
What hypocrisy it was to hear him talking about the
noise of the 17-gun salute outside that frightened
him and reminded him of Sarajevo! But I shall
ignore the honourable member for Werribee's
platitudes because I am sure he has some aim in
mind at the moment to impress somebody - I am
not sure who.
It is gratifying to be able to respond to a speech

made yesterday by the Governor and for the
particular role that this Governor has played in the
democratic process in Victoria.
It is interesting that the Governor does not seem to
have any illusions about what his role is. While the
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honourable member for Werribee was talking, I
asked the library staff to dig out the Herald-Sun of 30
April 1993. The article by the Governor is on his
belief of what his role is. He says:
The powers and functions of the Queen and of the
Governor are exercised by the Governor alone, without
reference to the Queen ... The Governor is now under
no direction or supervision of the Queen or the British
government, but acts on the advice of the Victorian
Premier or executive council.

That is the Honourable Richard McGarvie's view of
where he stands and the role that he plays. There
probably has not been a Governor who has played
such an active role in the governing of the state. I am
sure the minister at the table, the Minister for
Industry Services, can affirm the interest the
Governor takes in the running of government. I do
not know whether he has been called to explain
various parts of proposed legislation, but it is well
known that he takes an interest and wants to know.
If he can see improvement he is the first to voice an
opinion. Because of his legal background he is able
to contribute in a practical and worthwhile manner,
and I believe the Governor has a unique standing.
The honourable member for Werribee spoke about
some democratic deficit that he perceived taking
place. That is again fanciful. When the Privy Council
was taken away as the highest court of appeal in the
days of the Whitlam government, I believe most
Australians accepted that the High Court of
Australia would be able to handle the legal
complexities of this country. The Hawke and
Keating governments have done nothing else since
but continually ratify United Nations treaties and
conventions which are made in the most spurious
manner by some of the most undemocratic countries
in the world - the International Labor Organisation
(!LD) and others that we are now tied to. Initially the
Labor government wanted to go no further than the
High Court of Australia, and that is why it severed
ties with the Privy Council.
What is it now doing? At every opportunity it is
ratifying the ILO treaties and conventions, using
them as an excuse to break into the democratic
processes and state's rights. That is appalling, and
the carping criticism by the honourable member for
Werribee on the way this government operates
smacks of nothing other than hypocrisy. When he
sat in the chair where you are sitting, Mr Acting
Speaker, he was happy to go along with the Cain
and Kirner governments' overruling of all sorts of
conventions at the time and made no noise about it.
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Or COG HILL (Werribee) - On a point of order,
Mr Acting Speaker I take offence at the words the
honourable member for Glen Waverley has used;
they are false, they are defamatory and they are in
breach of the standing orders. I ask that they be
withdrawn.
Mr E. R. SMITH (Glen Waverley) -Of course
the honourable member for Werribee is offended by
such remarks, but I withdraw. Victoria has a system
that follows traditions, and a Governor who believes
his role is well defined; he is happy with it and
carries out his role in a conscientious manner. The
remarks made by the honourable member for
Werribee were ungradous, as I found most of his
speech, with respect to the Governor and his role.
In his speech, which was delivered yesterday, the
Governor says:
Policy initiatives for service delivery will be
particularly sensitive to the needs of women in the care
of their families, and in this regard special attention
will be paid to cost containment for services to families
and in the charges levied on households.

Today I shall discuss the role of the family,
particularly in this, the International Year of the
Family. A lot has been said about the role of the
family. I believe there is another perspective that has
to be examined. It is fortunate that the International
Year of the Family has highlighted the need to
support families who have been neglected by
governments of all persuasions over the past 20
years. The last time there was any serious attempt to
support families was when the endowment payment
was introduced. As honourable members would
know, it was made to all mothers regardless of their
economic backgrounds.
Families in the main are in crisis. The traditional
family with a married mother and father with their
natural children and married couples with no
children comprise 80 per cent. That is not to say I am
in any way critical of any other form of family life,
but plenty of emphasis is placed on the other 20 per
cent. Very little support is given for the traditional
family, which is left to battle on. There are few
organisations - apart from the Australian Family
Association, of which I am proud to be a member making a contribution to right many of the wrongs
that have occurred to the traditional family bver that
period. Any support to any other form of family by a
government or other institutions is a good thing
because the bottom line is the interests of the
children and what happens to them, whether they
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come from a traditional family or any other family.
Their interest is paramount and every support that
can be given to them should be given.
As members of Parliament we must remember that
the big problem today is the crisis into which
traditional families have been thrown. The facts are
that two out of five marriages end in divorce. That is
heartbreaking because the ones who suffer most are
the children. Some means has to be taken to make it
easier for families to stay together. A number of
measures can be taken. Traditional families are
crucial to the fabric of society. As Hugh McKay said
recently:
If families are functioning properly, the big pay-off for
society is that children will already have learned about

tolerance, cooperation and obligation before they are let
loose on society. Such a role must be supported.

Over the past 25 years governments in Australia
have ignored this vital function of families and the
result has been the withdrawal of economic support
for two-parent single-income families.
I have obtained figures from the Australian Bureau
of Statistics that show that 89 per cent of single wage
earners earn $50 000 or less and 59 per cent A wage
earners earn $20 000 or less. A family earning
$50 000 a year from one income pays $13 646 in tax.
A family earning the same amount from two equal
incomes pays $9593, a difference of $80 a week. If
the income is increased to $75 000 a year the
difference in post-tax income is $140 a week.
Changes in disposable income, especially for
low-income families, affect a vast majority of
Australians. In fact, between 83 to 85 per cent of
Australians earn less than $40 000 a year, so it is
affecting the majority of Australians. The removal of
tax and welfare disadvantages will enable parents to
have a realistic choice of caring for their preschool
children at home or entering the work force.
In July 1994 the Melbourne Catholic Archdiocesan
Committee for the International Year of the Family,
published a document entitled Let's Put Families
First. The document refers in part to a national social
science survey conducted in 1989 which was
co-sponsored by the Australian Institute of Family
Studies, headed by Dr Edgar. The wide-ranging
survey questioned 4500 adults. It asked whether
women with children of preschool age should work
outside the home, and 69 per cent of those surveyed
said they preferred to care for their children at
home. A summary of some of the survey questions
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found that 62 per cent of the younger women with
preschool children who were surveyed preferred to
stay at home. Unfortunately, many people work
because of economic necessity when they would
prefer to look after their children at home. The
survey, conducted by Audrey Van der Heuvel, is
entitled, 'Mothers with Young Children' and is
dated December 1991.
It is a sad indictment of our society that two
marriages in every five end in divorce. We must give
families the choice. Many women will want to work.
One of my daughters would not want to stay at
home to look after children, but 62 per cent of young
women want the choice of staying at home to look
after their children.

The state should not penalise parents who wish to
care for their children at home by applying a penalty
of $140 a week. Reform of the tax relief system
would allow many families to choose to be one or
two-income families.
I have suggested today that the tax burden on
single-income families could be reduced. The
tax-free threshold for the family unit could be
increased according to the number of dependent
children. Family payments could be increased to
$100 a week for the first child and an extra $30 for
each additional child. They are the sorts of measures
governments should consider to ensure that families
who want to stay together can stay together. It
would give people a choice, but at present many
families do not have that choice.
Approximately 38 per cent of young mothers want
to work. They have the choice, and members of the
traditional family unit should also have a choice. As
caring members of Parliament we should work to
ensure that traditional family units are supported,
because the support has been lacking during the
past few years. Traditional families are crucial to the
fabric of society. Governments need to help
struggling two-parent, single-income families by
removing tax and welfare disincentives as that
would enable parents to care for their children at
home and not be penalised financially.
In the past few days the federal liberal opposition
announced that when in government it will establish
an office of the family and will institute family
impact statements, which will be similar to victim
impact statements. I believe the Victorian
government would take the view that the
establishment of that office would increase the
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bureaucracy at a time when it is in the process of
streamlining the bureaucracy.
Members of the Australian Family Association have
expertise in assisting families and they would be
prepared to offer their advice to government for
nothing. I have spoken with the Minister for
Community Services and he would like to hear from
the president of the association, Mr Jim Bowen, who
is one of my constituents, and other members such
as Mrs Mary Helen Wood. The minister would
welcome their advice on how families can best be
assisted. The association could be consulted when
legislation affecting families is being drafted so that
in the Governor's words:
Special attention will be paid to cost containment for
services to families and in the charges levied on
households.

As members of Parliament we must make it our
business to ensure that the 80 per cent of people
living in traditional family units are not
disadvantaged and are given the same assistance as
people who live in less fortunate circumstances,
even though it is often by their own choice. I stress
that what I say should in no way be construed as an
attack on the 20 per cent of people who choose to
live outside the traditional family unit. They receive
government support, but the same government
support should be given to the traditional family
unit.
The appalling trend of two in every five marriages
ending in divorce should be stemmed. We must look
at the future more positively. The document Let's
Put Families First states in part
We have looked at some ways in which families are the
key to our economic prosperity. When families thrive,
society thrives and the economy prospers. And when
families are breaking down and failing in some of their
tasks, society suffers, and so does the economy.
So for very practical reasons, our society gains when it
adopts policies favourable to families and assists them
fmancially where necessary.
In reality, of course, families do not exist to serve the

needs of the economy. That is a utilitarian way of
looking at things, which we used earlier to draw some
important conclusions. A better view is to see the
economy as something which exists to serve the needs
of families and people generally.
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As American writer James Q. Wilson put it, 'the family
... is not a set of cost-benefit calculations. It is a

commitment'.

Alan Tapper, a professor of philosophy at the
University of Western Australia said that it costs
10 times more to maintain a child of a broken family
as it does to provide for the children in an intact
family. If we are considering this purely from an
economic viewpoint, there are enormous economic
benefits to Victorians. We must maintain healthy
and intact families because it is the most cost
effective way we can approach the crisis we are
currently facing.
I know certain honourable members do not take the
family seriously but the majority of honourable
members do. When we tackle this problem
realistically by giving families our first thoughts
when we are setting out government policies, I
believe we are reaching the stage of stemming the
large divorce rate we are experiencing in Australia,
which unfortunately is growing.
We must seriously consider the effects of
government on families. We must do what the
government has done since its term in office: look to
the private sector to generate the growth of the
economy. Only this afternoon in the house the
Treasurer outlined a remarkable turnaround in the
fortunes of the Victorian economy. When the
government came to power in October 1992 the state
was almost without hope. The economic
turnaround, as one commentator has said, has been
almost miraculous. The government has turned
around problems relating to superannuation,
unfunded liabilities in Workcover and all other areas
it has tackled because of a plan and a discipline that
have been maintained throughout. We are now
turning around what was almost a broke economy
to one which shows signs of hope for the future,
with signs of economic recovery and with signs of
leadership in the economic and social areas.
At the same time we must ensure that governments
support the traditional family, in so far as the
traditional family has been hit the hardest
economically. It is important to provide support and
benefits similar to those given to people in structures
other than traditional families by choice. We will
then be on the road to full recovery. The example set
by Victoria will be copied by other states.
Already other states are emulating many of the
reforms that have been carried out in Victoria. In
many areas it has been gratifying to have opposition
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members offer bipartisan support. One of the
aspects of this Parliament I have found is that the
rancour that existed before when the state was going
backwards no longer exists. There is a feeling of
hope in the Parliament and in the community. As we
look forward to the future there is a feeling of
optimism that was not present and has not been
present for many years. It is something about which
Victorians can feel very proud, and the recovery
from the material and spiritual viewpoints has
brought about a great deal of optimism as we head
into the future.
Organisations like the Australian Family Association
and the Melbourne Catholic Archdiocesan
Committee for the International Year of the Family
and the concept of the International Year of the
Family remind us that it is paramount that we get
our society back to what most of us remember 20 or
30 years ago when we had a high standard of living.
At that time our standard of living was among the
first three in the world. Since then it has slipped and
we are now about 19th in the world. We must
ensure through our democratic government, which
people like the honourable member for Werribee
criticise, that in their heart of hearts most people
know that the measures that are being taken are
necessary for the economic and social betterment of
Victoria.
As the government sets out on its path to give
Victoria the leadership that was sadly lacking over
many years, we must ensure that Victoria is at a
stage where it will be able to encourage and attract
indUStry from other parts of Australia and other
parts of the world, something it could not do
preViously. We will be able to stem the exodus of
people from Victoria which began under Labor and
continued for a while during the early months of the
government's term because people thought there
was no hope. Now there is hope. I believe one area
of hope is through the family. We must get all
honourable members behind the traditions of the
natural family as we know it and give it every
support. Coupled with the direction offered by the
government, we will begin to benefit, and benefit in
a very short time.

Mr LONEY (Geelong North) -It is interesting to
follow the honourable member for Glen Waverley,
particularly because of the mood he is in, and to
follow his treatise on fair taxation. The impression I
gained is that fair taxation applies only to federal
governments - they are the only ones who should
get themselves involved in fair taxation. I cannot
recall an occasion when the honourable member did
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anything other than support any amount of flat and
regressive taxation introduced by this government.
The Governor's speech, as we all know, was not
written by him and did not necessarily reflect his
own views. It was an attempt by the government to
rule the line and start again: to give itself a new
promotion and start afresh. But if people actually
start to look for something new, something fresh or
some sense of direction out of the Governor's
speech, they will be bitterly disappOinted. There is
actually nothing there. The seven-page speech
provides absolutely nothing new. There is no new
direction and no new approach; there is nothing
fresh anywhere in the whole document. It is a scant,
dull, flat and extremely short statement, filled with
platitudes and short on substance. It is certainly not
good value for the $1 million the government spent
on creating the opportunity for the Governor to
come into Parliament and deliver it. It is certainly
not good value for that!
Mr Leigh interjected.
The ACI1NG SPEAKER (Mr Perrin) - Order!
The honourable member for Mordialloc will get the
next call.
Mr LONEY - The voices from the Arthur
Tunstall stand are not particularly worrying!
We must ask the reason for this mid-term
prorogation of Parliament and the pomp and
ceremony that surrounded it. The answer is Simple:
the government used the ceremony to create the
impression that there is something new about it and
its approach, that it is not the same as it was, that it
is in some way a brand new government. The
speech delivered yesterday by the Governor was
simply an attempt by the government to dissociate
itself from the past two years and to claim a new
start in the hope that the Victorian community will
forget about what has been inflicted upon it. It is the
government's hope that the community will
overlook the fact that this is a government of
political terrorism that has conducted a savage
attack on every sector of the community. In the best
tradition of a government led by a PR man, who is
referred to in my local paper as ' Adman Jeff', it will
be followed up by glossy pamphlets - Mr LEIGH (Mordialloc) - On a point of order,
Mr Acting Speaker, I suggest that the honourable
member for Geelong North was referring to the
Premier. If that is so, I ask him to address the
Premier by his correct title.
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Mr Hamilton -How do you know that?
Mr lEIGH - It is obvious! Mr Acting Speaker, I
ask you to ask the honourable member for Geelong
North to refer to the Premier in the proper manner.
Mr lONEY (Geelong North) - On the point of
order, Mr Acting Speaker, I simply mentioned the
way a local paper had referred to the Premier. It was
not my reference.
The AcrING SPEAKER - Order! I do not
uphold the point of order. However, I believe that
whenever an honourable member refers to another
member he must use his correct title.
Mr lONEY - Thank you, Mr Acting Speaker.
The point is that the Premier, a former adman, has
committed some $3 million to putting a glossy
brochure in every letterbox in Victoria. Money was
spent to create the opportunity for the Governor's
speech, the primary purpose being to promote the
Liberal Party. Not being from that party, the
minister at the table, the Minister for Agriculture,
will not get a whack out of it. It was designed
specifically to promote the major partner in the
coalition.
The speech referred to itself as a mid-term report. In
fact, it is a taxpayer-funded campaign brochure for
the Liberal Party. That is all we will get, and you can
bet that after last week's events it will certainly not
promote the National Party.
The government is spending up to $6 million of
taxpayers' money purely to address its image
problem. I suggest that it might have done better
and made a more useful contribution to the state if it
had used that $6 million to fund kindergartens,
hospitals, health care, public housing or youth
services, employ teachers or keep some Victorians in
work. But no, the government is more concerned
with public relations and image than substance. It is
a government of smokescreens and mirrors.
What is the reality? The Governor's speech calls on
us to reflect and review. I should like to reflect on
and review what the government's policies have
meant to the people of Geelong North.
Fundamentally, they have created massive social
dislocation. Yesterday's statement talks of 'the
integral link between financial, economic and social
outcomes'. The government makes much noise
about its supposed achievements in the economic
and financial areas, but in the integral area of social
outcomes there is a raging silence. Worse than the
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silence is the concerted campaign to belittle and
denigrate people who even mention the social
consequences of this government's policies. The list
of tongue-lashed Victorians who have criticised
aspects of this government's policies is huge and is
growing ever larger. The government's philosophy
is that there is no problem if you can silence the
critics.
The honourable member for Werribee talked about
this democratic deficit and the loss of the democratic
rights of the people of Victoria.
What are the social outcomes of this government's
policies for the people of Geelong North? The
honourable member for Glen Waverley quoted from
a document concerning the International Year of the
Family from the Catholic Archdiocese of Melbourne:
'When society suffers, so does the economy'. That is
an interesting quote. I should like to explain to
honourable members how people in my electorate
are suffering. The first issue is public hOUSing.
Throughout my electorate there is a huge lack of
public housing. Prior to 1992 a Significant program
to replace public housing was undertaken, jOintly
funded by the state and federal governments using
Better Cities money. A considerable redevelopment
was undertaken throughout the Norlane area. It was
already in place when the government changed, the
funding was committed and it was ongoing.
However, since 1992 no public housing in the area
over and above what was already under way in
October 1992 has been prOVided. That has caused a
blowout in the waiting list. The minimum wait is
now about four years, but it can be up to six years,
depending on the area sought
A similar waiting list now applies to the transfer list.
I should like to mention a few cases. The first
concerns a tenant who requested a shift because of
the condition of his current accommodation. He is
told, 'Yes, you can go on the transfer list but it will
take up to six years before you can shift'. The tenant
then asks, 'Could you carry out some maintenance
so I can live in this house while I am waiting that six
years to shift?' The ministry answers, 'No, there is
no money for that type of maintenance'. The tenant
is caught both ways.
I refer to a second case involving a tenant in a block
of walk-up units in the Norlane area. He suffers
from a debilitating illness requiring constant
medication and relies on neighbours for support.
The housing ministry recently decided to move
every tenant out of those units except that one
person, so he has been left by himself in a block of
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16 units. That is terrific management! He has since
been subjected to vandalism and thefts. When we
requested a transfer for this man, who is 56 years
old, we were told by the ministry, 'No, we can't shift
him. He is not old enough'!
The priority list has also blown out in the public
housing area. A constituent of mine was recently
advised that if she got on the priority list she still
faced a wait of three and a half years for housing.
Extremely urgent cases take up to 12 weeks.
Maintenance of public housing in the electorate is
now non-existent. No responsive maintenance is
carried out, only urgent, essential maintenance and
programmed works.
I turn now to schools, which have been hit by
teacher and funding cuts across the state. In fact, the
school closest to my electorate office now has
sixth-grade classes of 38 students each.
Mr Leigh -Rubbish! I don't believe it Name the
school and identify the class.
The ACfING SPEAKER - Order! It would
assist the Chair if the honourable member for
Mordialloc remained silent.
Mr LONEY - Schools in the area also have
problems with having maintenance carried out
within the budgets they are allowed. Programs are
suffering as a result of a cut in the number of
teachers by 8000. There have also been cuts to
allowances for cleaners, which has meant that large
areas of some schools have now been designated as
low-use in an attempt to reduce costs. In effect, those
areas are not properly cleaned.
The local community is forced to raise
ever-increasing amounts of money to fund schools.
As a result of other government actions many
parents are left with problems in paying the
so-called voluntary levy.
Global budgeting is creating a further problem for
schools, which fear that global budgeting really
means a contraction of the amount of money
available to schools. They point out that this reliance
on average costing in no way means the same thing
as covering them for real costs.
I wonder whether the Minister for Education will
one day explain why, under the recently announced
proposals for a student resource index, which have
now been abandoned, he was considering a formula
that had a huge differential between the per capita
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allowance for secondary school students and
primary school students. I wonder whether he will
explain why the principal, vice-principal and
librarian are excluded from the school establishment
in secondary schools but included in primary
schools. That puts a huge burden on the way they
operate.
The drop-out rate has increased as a result of school
closures and it has been compounded in my
electorate because under this government there has
been no truancy officer.
The changes introduced this year as a result of the
government's policies have had a huge effect on
kindergartens. A typical example is a kindergarten
in my area where the fees have increased this year
from $150 to $360. It now runs only three sessions
instead of four. Of course, there has been a drop in
the number of children attending because families
cannot afford to pay the increased fees. There is a
greater reliance on community fundraising as a
means of funding the kindergarten. Cleaners' hours
a t the kindergarten have been cut in half, and the
government has removed the milk subSidy.
The effects of kindergartens having to balance their
budgets with lower incomes results in drop-outs or
parents being unable to meet the fees. All that flows
through, and it has a great effect on kindergartens as
support structures drop away.
Local kindergartens also complain about lack of
support structures in the Department of Health and
Community Services: people are often not available
when the local office is contacted. They also
complain about the difficulty of administration
under the new policies as untrained people attempt
to grapple with issues like the negotiation of teacher
contracts and Workcover. Because of that
kindergartens are having trouble getting people to
sit on committees of management.
I refer now to community health. Many ancillary
programs that were previously run by community
health centres have been lost. Waiting lists for many
services that are still in place have increased. I refer
in particular to the denture scheme. Despite what
one government member has been telling people in
Geelong, the denture scheme is completely
state-funded; it is not a federal scheme. Following
complaints from a constituent I checked out the
current situation. Contact with the dental hospital in
Melbourne confirmed that it is a state
government-funded scheme and that it is being
severely affected by a shortage of funds from the
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state government. The waiting period for the
provision of d~nture services is now around the
two-year mark - another huge blow-out in waiting
lists. This program is of particular importance and
relevance to the aged.
Drastic changes have been made to the structure of
maternal and child health services, which will result
in the closure of two centres in my electorate. Added
to that is the government's huge increase in taxes
and charges - 15 per cent in real terms - over its
two-year period in office. The community is also
affected by a savage increase in charges particularly
for electricity, gas and water. Residents of Geelong
now have to pay $300 annually before they even get
to pay for 1 litre of water.
The iniquitous and inequitable $100 home tax is still
sitting on the books despite the fact that the
Treasurer tells us the budget has now moved to a
surplus.
I was interested this morning to hear the Treasurer
defending his approval of the $8 million package for
Mr Ross Wilson. That package is equivalent to the
sum of 80 000 home taxes, which is the number
collected in the entire Geelong area. The total of the
home taxes for the whole of Geelong is equivalent to
what the Treasurer believes is appropriate to pay
Mr Ross Wilson. The government's increased taxes
and charges represent an increased burden of more
than $1500 a year per family in the Geelong North
electorate.
The new SEC arrangements were heralded by the
promise of a 9 per cent decrease over the next two
years. That is terrific because the government
already increased prices by 10 per cent! You lose
again with this lot! That represents another great
deal negotiated by the National Party. We were told
last week that the National Party had negotiated a
great deal with the government to recoup services
for country areas, but instead it was another loss.
Does that deal compensate for the losses of teachers,
schools, hospitals, trains, democratically elected
councils, public sector jobs and the huge imposts of
taxes and charges suffered by country areas?
Although country communities have been ripped
apart by the government, the National Party prefers
to bask in the perks of office rather than stand up for
those it represents. It showed that last week.
There are more examples of the integrally linked
social outcomes of the government's financial and
economic policies. No wonder the government now
wants to rule the line on what it has done. I can
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understand a government that has done all this to
the community wanting to rule off the past and start
again, to try to con the people through the pomp
and ceremony of the opening of Parliament that it is
a different government. We all know it is not!
The Governor's speech tells us to look at the social
outcomes, outcomes such as the 39 000 public sector
workers who were sacked by the government. The
Governor's speech referred to the reform of the
public sector. I should have thought if one were
talking about the reform of the public sector that
might indicate a commitment to having one. What
we have seen is not the reform of the public sector
but its destruction. The government has sacked
21 per cent of the its work force and it merrily
continues.
No analysis has been made of the social outcomes of
local government reform. Geelong was the first to
get this so-called reform and, in spite of the Peat
Marwick recommendations that the commissioners
would be in place for only six months, nearly
18 months later we have them still - and if we can
believe the promises they will be there for about two
years. During that time they have alienated almost
every section of the community. They do not act as
though they are responsible to the local community
in any way, shape or form.
Mr McArthur interjected.
Mr LONEY -lbat is an interesting point. I am
glad the honourable member for Monbulk brought
that up because only a couple of weeks ago our
chairman of commissioners told us that he now
thought rates would not have to rise. There is your
answer. Take that back to the people of Monbulk.
The commissioners are ripping apart many of the
former council community programs in their quest
for efficiencies. They have increased the cost of
Meals on Wheels and the cost of home help. They
have cut out transport services and podiatry services
for the elderly. The commissioners have made their
savings on programs such as those, but planning is a
shambles mainly because, as with every other
section of Victoria where commissioners have been
appointed, they do not have planning backgrounds
or experience and they do not know what they are
doing.
Why is all this occurring? In 1992 we were told that
service cuts to community services, education,
health, transport and so forth would reduce state
debt - but state debt has increased by $3.7 billion.
The level of debt is now 30.9 per cent of gross
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domestic product. At the time of the state election it
stood at 27 per cent. Furthermore, government
spending has increased by 2.5 per cent in real terms
over the last budget of the Kirner administration.
Taxes and charges have increased by 15 per cent and
that is where the so-called balancing has come from!
If the money has not gone into proViding services for
Victorians where has it gone? It has gone into
consultancies, executive salaries, legal services, legal
advice and the contracting out of services that were
previously undertaken by the public sector. They
have been contracted out to the government's mates.
The government has a secret dark side with its
mates and patronage where no cost is too high!
When will the Treasurer give us an honest account
of how many ordinary Victorian taxpayers'
$100 levy payments have been paid directly to the
government's mates?
Mr LEIGH (Mordialloc) -Once again members
of the Labor Party seem to have a serious case of
amnesia. Perhaps in their youth they smoked
marijuana and so they have incredible levels of
memory failure!
Mr MildenhaIl interjected.
Mr LEIGH - I will come to the honourable
member for Footscray a little later. I listened to the
speech of the new honourable member for
Williamstown about the role of t.he former member
for Williamstown, Mrs Kirner, and how important
she was to Williamstown. I do not dlspute the fact
that in her way Mrs Kirner, as the member for
Williamstown and as the Premier and leader of a
party that created the mess made when this bunch
was in government, did care. But caring and doing
something about it are a different set of priorities. It
is all very well to shed tears, but if you created the
mess, tears do not help the people who have been
damaged.
It is interesting to note that the figures quoted for

yesterday'S function ranged from $1 million to
$40000. I am happy to talk about that. Let us look at
the Labor Party's contribution during the past
couple of months. We have had five by-elections.
We all remember Jolly Jim Scratchtickets Kennan.
He realised his party was going to dump him and
got out. We had two by-elections for the Doutta
Galla Province and then we had another by-election
to get him into the seat of Broadmeadows so that he
could take over as leader, because the Labor Party
did not have anyone in this house with any
competence to lead it without spending $250 000 of
taxpayers' money.
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I presume the honourable member for Footscray
harbours leadership ambitions as well, but none of
them, not one single one of the 26 opposition
members in this chamber, were capable of being the
opposition leader, except the honourable member
for Sunshine, and the Labor Party will not have him!
There were two by~lections, after which the
honourable member for Williamstown decided on
her own volition that the then Leader of the
Opposition - now Leader of the Opposition no. 3 in
two years - would not win the next election so she
would be better off doing a deal to become state
president and taking some job somewhere. She
could see that she was leaving behind this little
gathering of people going nowhere, so she decided
to jump ship too.
With all fairness to the lady, the present honourable
member for Williamstown should recognise a
couple of facts, because the prindples of what
people do are important. He said that she was a
wonderful, warm, caring person - all that fuzzy
stuff! But what he did not remember, and maybe he
does not know, is that her friend Ann Morrow, who
was in charge of her department, chose a
redundancy package of $100 000 rather than
resigning so she could work in Canberra. And who
signed the papers? Our Joan signed them so Ms
Morrow received $100 000 extra! That is what the
party yesterday on the opening of Parliament cost, if
you believe the opposition's figures, or one set of
them.
The reason the former honourable member for
Williamstown gave for quitting this place was that
she was ill. Yet, by sheer coincidence, she then turns
up as chairperson of a federal government
committee on a salary of $104 418, a pOSition with
conditions including an overseas travel allowance of
$300 a night in capital cities, $155 in non-capital
cities, and when travelling away from home for at
least 10 hours, first class, Mrs Kimer receives a $45
travelling allowance. I thought the Labor Party only
travelled economy! When did they start travelling
first class? She is entitled to a free trip for Ron to
accompany her once a year, and also gets a car,
subject to a fee of $700 a year.
I am referring to the person who bled so much for all
the people who were destroyed when she was in
power in this state. Yet she was sick and had to leave
the Parliament She then tried to get a massive
increase in her superannuation payout, and even her
own side knocked back her application because she
couldn't have been that crook!
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If I were crook I would love to find a job paying
$104 000 a year! I am sure the honourable member
for Footscray would too. Imagine what they would
be paying Mrs Kirner if she were well! She is the
person who ran the state! There is a concoction in
the Labor Party, a belief that if you have your heart
on your sleeve and you keep saying it long enough,
you will be believed. Joseph Goebbels used to say
that if you say something long enough, even you
will start to believe it! Clearly that is what is
happening in the Labor Party.

The Labor Party is a political party that has cost the
taxpayer recently. Leaving aside our Joan, it has also
played games with its factions and seats in other
areas. It wasted some $750 000 of taxpayers' money
in getting rid of Tom Roper so it could play games
because its members did not believe anybody on its
side had any talent.
The factions were saying, 'Look, we have to dump
Tom so we can get someone in who has talent, we
have got to dump this one and that one because they
are all incompetent', and if the opposition keep this
up it will have nobody left after the next election.
This is a real problem, particularly when you are the
Leader of the Opposition faced with some of the
tough things that we have had to do, which was
caused by the former government. I ask: where is the
Leader of the OppOSition in the polls? He is scoring
less in the poles than jolly Jim Kennan, who used to
have a rating of at least 15 per cent - the opposition
leader is 13 per cent That must be a poll of the Labor
caucus; I do not believe it was a poll of anybody else,
nor do I believe the polls.
What is clear is the consistency of the polls. The
people of Victoria know there is a problem, and that
somebody has to do something. The only country
member in the Labor Party is the honourable
member for Morwell. Victoria was in a state where it
did not do anything, other than spend money on
Tom Roper's toilet when he was minister - An honourable member interjected.
Mr LEIGH - Some $100 000 or $50 0000, who
knows or who cares! The money was being
overspent, but the former government did not care!
Because Victoria had a former government that did
not care when it was in power the Liberal
government has had to try to reform the system, and
we have had to do some awful things. I do not like
the $100 deficit levy. There is not a single member in
the government that likes it! But where does it go? It
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pays back some of the debts that the Labor Party
incurred in this state, and the member for Footscray
would probably say 'What debts?'.
I can recall a bank that was flogged; we got nothing
and were left with a $2.5 billion debt. I presume that
some of the money raised from the $100 levy is
being used to repay debts in that area, but not one
single cent of it is being used for administration. It is
not used for anything other than to pay back some of
the financial losses that the Labor Party in
government incurred.
The people concerned sold it to good old Paul
Keating. the Prime Minister.
An Honourable Member - Who sold it?
Mr LEIGH - Jolly Joan, the then member for
Williamstown. Our Joan, I should say. But the fact of
the matter is that the member for Geelong North
was carrying on about the debt. What he does not
understand, and I presume he was not too successful
at even basic arithmetic, is that a deal was arranged
between the federal government and the state
Liberal government covering changes to the public
service. What we have been doing is a program that
Paul Keating supports. Here is the former adviser to
the sandwich shop owner, the now Leader of the
Opposition, trying to wreck everything! No wonder
Paul is losing his hair - he is pulling it out over
what the current Leader of the Opposition is doing.
The Leader of the OppOSition is trying to wreck the
programs that we have introduced in Victoria that
are exactly the same as the programs the Prime
Minister is trying to introduce in Canberra. He does
not want to touch some of them because of his union
mates, but where he can get away with it, he will do
it.
The Labor Party in Victoria is committed to nothing
other than mucking around, destruction and the
grand prix. A perfect example is the member for
Footscray - Mc Negative! All he is interested in
doing is not getting the grand prix. Why? Because
we can run it at the docklands! But nobody will
build it there because if you build a track, it would
sink and it would become a submarine base! I point
out that the former government lost us a race once.
Mr Mildenhall interjected.
Mr LEIGH - The honourable member said 'the
western suburbs'. Perhaps we can put it around his
electorate office. The grand prix is an event that will
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allow every sports sponsor around the world to
advertise in Melbourne Victoria for one week.
Tourists will come here and money will go to small
business - some of them even in Footscray, much to
the surprise of the honourable member for Footscray.
I know that many of those people who will visit
Melbourne at that time will visit places like the
Anchorage in Williamstown, which the honourable
member for Williamstown would be most happy
about. He probably eats there often because it is an
excellent yuppie restaurant and the Labor Party is
full of yuppies these day!
The fact of the matter is that the opposition will not
accept anything that is good. It response has been
'Let's put the boots in, let's see if we can be
destructive' .
The opposition has continued to go down in the
quality of research that both political parties are
doing because it is not even prepared to recognise
the facts of the past. The former government
mucked it up - it had 10 years and destroyed the
state. Now, in a last desperate hope former Premier
Kimer quits; she wants a woman in Williamstown.
However the Labor Party decided that the next
leader for Williamstown would be Mr Bracks.
The opposition has cost the taxpayer substantial
amounts of money, yet whinges abo~!t yesterday's
opening of Parliament. 1 saw him tucking into the
champagne and the rest of it, but he walked out of
the place and described it as a reminder of a film
that is on at the cinemas at the moment - it is not
one 1 have seen - The Adventures of Priscilla, Queen
of the Desert. He should have been out there with the
honourable member for Altona if that is what he
thought!
The honourable member for Morwell was drinking
the champagne too, and was quite happy. The Labor
Party cannot have it both ways. Its members know
they mucked up. The Leader of the Opposition said
this morning on radio, '1 believe in balanced
budgets' and then went on to describe the hundreds
of millions of dollars tha t he was going to spend
because the honourable member for Jika Jika, who is
the leader of opposition in the upper house, said '1
can have a balanced budget!' He would not know,
with respect. They are fighting about that document
and we all know that comrade Halfpenny has put a
tick here, a tick there, a cross here and a cross there,
and in October they will discuss it and return with a

GOVERNOR'S SPEECH
124

ASSEMBLY

balanced budget, spend money and do all sorts of
things.
If the honourable member for Footscray wants a
good example: around the corner from Chute Street,
Mordialloc, that the honourable member appears to
know so well, is a local school. In 10 years of Labor
government it fell to bits; it is an absolute disgrace.
The school had good teachers, good children and
lovely parents. One would not want to send one's
children to that school now because it is falling to
bits. Did the Labor Party come up with $100 000 to
fix the school? Of course not. Where did it spend the
money? I presume the money went into the
Victorian Economic Development Corporation
(VEDC).

Would the honourable member for Footscray send
his children to that school under those conditions?
Of course not; half the Labor Party send their
children to private schools because they know the
facts about the state school system. The honourable
member for Footscray sends his children to a private
school but at the same time sticks the boots into the
state school system. I am happy with the quality of
the education my son is receiving at that particular
primary school.
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change, except in 1985 when the Labor Party said,
'Here are the maps, that is what you are going to
have'. This government said, 'Talk among
yourselves and see what you can work out, but if
you are not prepared to do that, we are prepared to
come in'. Somebody had to do something because of
telecommwtications and other improvements that
have made changes necessary in local government.
What area of 14 square kilometres needs three chief
executive officers, each on a salary of $100 000, plus
a car and other perks? I do not need that.

Mr Loney interjected.
Mr LEIGH -If you pay peanuts, you get
monkeys! Times have changed and we are no longer
in the horse and buggy days; today it is a modem
world and changes must be made. My current
prediction is that I do not believe the current Leader
of the Opposition will survive past this year. I am
disappointed about that because I consider he is
worth 4 per cent to me. I am more than happy for
him to come to my electorate and publicly debate
the issues with me. I would also be happy to see the
honourable member for Footscray at any time.
Mr Mildenhall interjected.

Nothing was done in my area in that 10-year period.
Since December 1993 about $2.2 million has been
allocated for basic repairs and maintenance to a
school in a neighbouring electorate. I know Labor
electorates that have received a lot of money but
Labor members still scream and carry on that all the
money has gone to Liberal electorates. I know Labor
members have said privately to me that they are
happy they have new schools and happy about what
is going on in their electorates because, they say,
'Our Joan, when she was Minister for Education did
not do anything, she just hired more teachers'.
Teachers must have good conditions in which to
work and for the children to learn, but it was not
important from a Labor Party point of view.
When the Labor Party's record is challenged its
rhetoric falls down. If it had any sense of what is
going on members would say, 'Look, we did some
things wrong and the government is doing some
things right', but instead of doing that the
honourable member for Geelong North says that the
government is getting rid of democracy. It is not.
Local government is a creature of state
government -it is an act of Parliament that allows
it to operate. The federal Labor Party tried to change
the constitution to include it, but it was thrown out
by the people. For 100 years there has not been a

Mr LEIGH - On 17 September I will be in your
electorate because the football club has invited me to
a function - it has not invited you, but me. The
government has tried hard in many areas. I spend a
lot of time helping the Minister responsible for the
Office of Fair Trading; she is an excellent and
consultative minister. The first time I went to the
office she asked a couple of us as government
members to do some work for her, and the staff
were shocked. Why? Because, they said, 'Nobody in
10 years has ever asked us for our opinion, we were
not the ones who had to implement the policy
decisions but you are now asking us if we can do it
better'. For example, under the former government a
staff member who lived in Dandenong and had a job
in Noble Park would have to finish the day at
Frankston, drive into the city, leave the car, go home
to Dandenong, return in the morning, pick up the
car and go back out to where she was working,
because that is how the Labor Party ran the system.
Mr Finn - That is stupid!
Mr LEIGH - I think so. I will not be bitchy and
get into other matters, such as the Shellcard fiasco
and what public servants were doing under that
government's wonderfully managed affairs. I would

GOVERNOR'S SPEECH
Wednesday, 7 September 1994

ASSEMBLY

not do that. I do not want to get involved in the Met
ticket issue. The government has done a lot of work
in the Office of Fair Trading. I know Hansard cannot
incorporate pamphlets, but I point out that a lot of
material is produced in many different languages,
for example, on residents' rights in renovating a
home. It is good material that can help people.

1his is a valuable opportwtity to give the
honourable member for Footscray a lesson about
what happens in the office at Footscray. We all recall
that the government removed offices in Footscray
and Ringwood. The honourable member for
Footscray seems to believe, along with others, that
Footscray was where the bush started and that is
why Footscray had a regional office. Maybe I could
acknowledge the bush started at Ringwood. Perhaps
the honourable member for Footscray does not
know about the telephone and the advances that
have taken place. Footscray is a lovely area but the
problem is its representation.
The office at Footscray was one reason to advance
the Labor Party. One of the most disturbing aspects
of the office of consumer affairs that I am aware of,
having been a former shadow Minister for
Consumer Affairs when the Labor Party was in
power, was that it ensured that the public service
worked for the government of the day. When the
Labor Party was elected it decided to politicise the
public service by cunning means and used the office
of consumer affairs to do it.
I suggest that anybody who doubts me examines the
public service bible to see the number of Labor
plants who jumped incredible ranks in many areas.
Many came from the office of consumer affairs. I
shall not mention Ann Morrow again, but she made
an incredible number of jumps to attain her high
office. In fact, she had more jumps than a jockey in a
hurdle race!
The former Office of Fair Trading was highly
politicised. I do not care about the politics of
individual public servants. If they are professional
and do their jobs well it does not matter to me which
party they belong to. However, I was aware and still
am aware of politicised public servants whose sole
objective is to usurp the role of the public service in
the interests of the Labor administration.
The Liberal government has split the Office of Fair
Trading and Business Affairs into three divisions.
The Client Services Division has an inquiries and
dispute resolution branch, a community programs
branch, a business and associations registration
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branch, a cooperatives and societies branch, a
licensing branch, and an education and marketing
branch. The Investigations and Compliance Division
has an investigations branch, a legal services branch
and a product safety branch. The Economics and
Information Division has a research and economics
branch, a management support unit, and a
residential tenancies administration branch.
The government has improved the process so that
disputes are resolved as soon as possible. The
honourable member for Footscray is aware of that,
but he will not admit it because it is good news. He
wants to carp because he believes no-one can do
anything right except members of the Labor Party.
The office has encouraged the 'Phone us first'
program.
Mr Mildenhall interjected.
The SPEAKER - Order! I have given the
honourable member for Footscray considerable
latitude, but I now ask him to remain silent.
Mr LEIGH - The opposition says that the
government has sacked publiC servants, including
some former members of the Office of Fair Trading
and Business Affairs. Public servants are entitled to
take redundancy packages. The Labor Party did all it
could to stop people accepting voluntary
redundancy packages, but its policy has failed. The
numbers in the public service are now at a level
similar to those of 1982. The only people who got
sacked were the school cleaners. This government
has introduced arrangements that existed in every
other state.
Mr Ma~colm WaIter is an excellent Director of the
Office of Fair Trading and Business Affairs. I had
dealings with him when he was involved with the
administration of Corporate Affairs Victoria and I
have nothing but the highest regard for him as a
public servant. The same goes for other officers in
the Office of Fair Trading and Business Affairs. I do
not care about their politics so long as they are
professional officers who do their jobs.

Recent publications from the education and
marketing branch include a Consumers are Business
pamphlet, a Fair Deal magazine, Car Deals, which is a
travel industry pamphlet, a car insurance pamphlet,
Braille, audio and large-print products for people
with visual impairments, a tenancy information
booklet available in three languages and a landlord
education pamphlet.
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The Labor Party always supported the tenants
against the landlords. Tenants are not always right,
just as landlords are not always right. This
government has brought balance to the system
because it recognises that tenants and landlords are
equally important. It has not stacked the system in
favour of a small minority group.
Some of the organisations that existed under the
former Labor administration were designed to
further the Labor Party machine.
Mr Hamilton interjected.
Mr LEIGH - The honourable member for
Morwelllaughs, but he represents a country
electorate and does not know what his city cousins
were doing. During 1993-94 the Investigations and
Compliance Division brought 335 prosecutions for
separate offences, a 58 per cent increase on the
previous year. A 17 per cent increase in fines was
also achieved.
This government has increased the productivity of
the office and is going after the people who cheat the
community. It is not worried whether they are
business people or consumers; if they do the wrong
thing they will be prosecuted. The Labor Party does
not recognise that consumers often offend against
businesses and vice versa. It has a mentality of
knocking everything the government is doing.
The honourable member for Geelong said the
Governor obviously did not agree with some aspects
of the speech. I did not make similar aspersions
when Sir Brian Murray was the Governor of Victoria
and the Labor Party was in power. The opposition
does its cause no good when its members say those
things. I hope the opposition will be more
constructive under a new leader because Victoria
needs a good oppOSition, just as it needs a strong
government. Strong governments are often a result
of strong oppositions. I plead with the Labor Party
to remove its present leader from his position so that
it can appoint someone of standing rather than
Senator Ray's clone.
Political parties should represent the people.
Tragically the Labor Party represents a bunch of
yuppies; it no longer represents the working class.
Sitting suspended 6.18 p.m. until 8.05 p.m.
Mr HAMILTON (Morwell) - I am pleased to
jOin the address-in-reply to the speech delivered by
the Governor yesterday. The Governor's speech is

Wednesday. 7 September 1994

an anachronism because the Governor does not
write it. Although the Governor does not believe
everything contained in the speech he is still obliged
to make a number of comments on behalf of the
government. That is the way the system works and I
have never been one to renege on the system.
It is important that I comment on a number of
statements. On page 2 of his speech the Governor
says the government will ensure that families have
accessibility to affordable services. One may ask
when that will happen. It certainly has not
happened in the past. Under this government the
services that families need have become less
affordable. Page 3 of his speech states:
Policy initiatives for service delivery will be
particularly sensitive to the needs of women in the care
of their families, and in this regard special attention
will be paid to cost containment for services to families
and in the charges levied on households.

Again that is not true. Nor has it ever been true. The
recent rises in the cost of electricity, gas and water
and the $100 home levy were all initiatives of the
government that made it financially difficult for
many people, especially low-income earners. In fact
there has never been as high a level of electricity
disconnections as there is at present. Many people
simply cannot afford to pay their electricity bills on
top of everything else.
Mr Kilgour interjected.
Mr HAMILTON - I t is not a joke. It is
something that must be addressed. Certain things
must be distinguished in any community. One
distinguishment we need to make is between needs
and wants. It should be a right of everyone living in
Victoria to have electricity supplied to their homes,
to have power to heat and cook their food and to
have water to do the washing and flush the toilet.
That is not a big ask. A community ought to be able
to bind together to ensure that everyone has the
necessities of life. The opposition certainly would
not disagree with that. It is important that the
government addresses those problems because an
increasing number of people do not have those
rights and deserve to have them.
I cannot let an opportunity of making a speech in the
house go by without mentioning the heart of
Victoria - the La trobe Valley.
MrW. D. McGrath interjected.
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Mr HAMILTON - You thought you were going
to get off scot-free but you are not! Page 5 of the
Governor's speech talks about continuing public
sector reform. There has certainly been some
reform - although some people may describe it
otherwise. The penultimate paragraph on page 5
states:
The government has also provided the framework for
the investigation of new models for service delivery,
including contracting out, corporatisation and
privatisation.

In the case of the electricity industry - I was nearly
going to say the SECV, but of course the SECV has
long since ceased to exist - which is now being
divided, we should not be talking about privatising.
We ought to be talking about pulverising. That is
what has happened, but that does not make it right,
no matter who did it.
We are talking about an essential service, not a
commodity. It is not as though we have yellow,
green and pink electrons running down the wires
and we can choose which one we buy or use.
Electricity has to be created and used by people as a
matter of necessity, whether they are in business or
whether they are domestic users in their homes.
The next sentence goes on to talk about accelerated
privatisation. If we accelerate the privatisation any
more, we will have the model of the wonderful,
mythical bird that went around and around in
ever-decreasing circles until eventually it
disappeared up its own fundamental orifice in a
puff of smoke. That is what is happening with this
acceleration of the privatisation or pulverisation of
the SECY. Indeed, the analogy is excellent. If you
keep pulverising brown coal it becomes
spontaneously inflammable and goes up in a puff of
smoke, and you have nothing left. The way the
government is going, we will have nothing left!
An honourable member interjected.
Mr HAMILTON - We will have a great
economy. If you put dollar signs in front of both
eyes it is pretty hard to see people and the effect you
are having on them.

Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER - Order! The Minister for
Agriculture and the honourable member for
Shepparton are out of order. I ask them to remain
silent.
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Mr Steggall interjected.
The SPEAKER - Order! And the honourable
member for Swan Hill, who has a very loud voice.
Mr HAMILTON - What I will endeavour to
show during the remainder of my speech is that the
privatisation model, most especially the
privatisation model the government is putting
forward for the restructure of the electricity
industry, is very much like Workcover - it is not
working! It is not working and in fact it cannot work
at all. There is no doubt about that. The model is
fundamentally flawed.
If one thinks about the electricity industry and the
way it has been structured, one realises - and
no-one could argue against it - that for 75 years the
SEC V provided a service which was safe, which was
efficient, which was reliable and which was
delivered at exactly the same cost to every home in
Victoria, whether it be in Mildura, Melbourne or
Mallacoota. And you can put Morwell, where we
make 85 per cent of it, in the middle if you like.

Electricity has been delivered to every one of those
places in the same manner. It was regulated so that
it was safe. People knew what the rules were. No
hideous things took place with the supply and
installation of electrical appliances like those that
occur overseas. We had a very good industry, and
we had such a good industry because of the way it
was structured. We had probably the cheapest fuel
resource in all the world in the brown coal reserves
in the Latrobe Valley.
That provides for our base-load brown coal stations.
Then, because the load varies during the course of
the day and there are peaks - especially in the
morning when people are getting up and going off
to work and industry is coming on stream, and
again in the evening when people are cooking their
tea and turning on their television to watch the news
or switching on whatever else they happen to usewe bring in the gas-fired stations, such as the
Newport power station, which is an
intermedia te-load sta tion.
At times when additional electricity is needed, we
bring in the Kiewa and Snowy hydro power. Then,
when there is a dire emergency, we have the ability,
because the system is operated as a system, to bring
in the Jeeralang gas-fired turbine station, which can
be brought in instantaneously. All of those units
operate synergistically - that is, together -each
being a part of the whole, but the whole being more
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than the sum of its parts, to provide electricity for
this state when we need it.

In fact, there has not even been a brownout, which is
part way to a blackout, in Victoria since 1981. The
SECV managed to provide for all the peaks and falls
in demand, no matter whether it was the hottest day
in the summer, when all the air conditioners were
on, or the coldest day in the winter, when everybody
had the electric heating - it is not the best use of
electricity -turned on. We were able to match
supply and demand because we had a vertically
integrated system.
When the government talks about privatising the
system and breaking it up into a number of different
parts, including the generating system, you wonder
which company, which set of investors, is going to
invest in a station like Jeeralang, which may not be
used very much, perhaps only once every three
months, or Newport, which might be used for only 2
hours in the morning and 2 hours in the evening
because it is not one of the base-load stations. What
company is going to buy into the brown coal
base-load stations, given that Mission Energy, which
owns 51 per cent of Loy Yang B - -
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we have a system set up, and just recently we had
the announcement of the new boards. For what is
without a doubt the largest scale engineering system
in Victoria a group of managers has been set up by
the Office of State Owned Enterprises, which must
be one of the worst designed offices the government
has ever established. It will do itself out of business.
Soon there will be no state-owned enterprises, so the
office will have nothing to do.
Mr Steggall- That's good. The sooner the better.
Mr HAMILTON - The great believer in market
forces! Oh, yeah!
Mr Steggall - Jobs for life. That is what you
want.
Mr HAMILTON - When your life is controlled
by a District East business centre and you have no
choice of whom you will buy your electricity from,
and when you are being charged the uniform
maximum while someone down in Melbourne is
charging half the uniform maximum, you explain it
to your constituents and see how they like it! It
would be like trying to explain the price of petrol to
country people.

An honourable member - Who sold that?

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr HAMILTON - We sold them only 40 per
cent. You gave them the extra 11 per cent for
nothing. Not a dollar changed hands when you gave
them the other 11 per cent! The one saving grace
about Mission's ownership of Loy Yang B is that if it
makes a profit the government gets its share of the
profit. lhat is the saving grace. Although the other
half of the profit might go overseas to the owners in
the United States, at least some of it stays in this
state.

The SPEAKER - Order! The dialogue across the
house will cease. The honourable member for
Portland will remain silent.
Mr HAMILTON - It is like trying to explain the
country price of petrol to my country constituents
when they see the price in Melbourne and are told,
'There is a uniform maximum price and we are not
charging beyond that maximum price',

But Loy Yang B had a 3O-year contract with a
guaranteed share of the load and a guaranteed price
for it So who is going to compete with it when the
next power station is sold off? Probably
Yallourn W - it is a relatively new station. Are you
going to guarantee it 80 per cent of the load and
guarantee the price for it? Or will you say, 'No, we
believe in competition, in market forces'. Of course
you all believe in market forces, provided you are
controlling the market.

I will get back to the group of people who have been
appointed to the various boards to control and
eventually sell off the electricity industry to any
Johnny-come-lately who might come along.

One of the most inefficient methods of production is
to have the market driving things, because markets
are fundamentally greedy. If they get share X, they
will want to increase it; and in this case they will
increase it at the expense of Victorian consumers. So

That is bad enough, but it gets even worse when you
look through the names and backgrounds of the
other eight board members of the biggest
engineering enterprise in this state. There is one
engineer, George Bates. I think he might have sold

Of the nine members of the board of Generation
Victoria only one is a woman. Once again there is a
terrible bias. Women make up 51 per cent of the
popula tion, yet there is only one woman on a board
with nine members.
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his engineering soul to the economists, too, but
never let it be said that I am being unkind to George.
One person on the board of Generation Victoria who
has experience in the electricity industry. I suppose
to that extent it says something about the private
sector; it says you have a board that knows nothing
about how the industry is running. What ridiculous
rot!
There are no women on the nine-member board of
Powernet Victoria, so no women know anything
about Powernet. Maybe there were no suitably
qualified women engineers, but the membership
includes people like Alan Castleman. I know Alan;
he was the promoter of the Very Fast Train proposal,
which did not even get off the ground. Certainly he
is no engineer; he has no experience of the electricity
industry - and neither have any other members of
that board. In the central distribution businessone of the Melbourne distribution businesses - one
of the six members is a woman. Not one member is
from the electricity industry and not one is an
engineer.
In the north distribution business one of the five

members is a woman and again there is no engineer.
One of the three members of the south distribution
business is a woman, one of the five members of the
east distribution business is a woman and one of the
six in the west distribution business is a woman.
The distribution businesses are looking after the
supply of electricity to people's farms, houses and
businesses. The people on the boards have no
experience in the industry and yet they are
supposed to deal with an essential service - an
important and necessary product - in Victoria.
They have no experience but every one of them, if I
can be so unkind - under parliamentary privilege I
can be - is an egghead and a bean counter with no
knowledge of the industry. What a rotten selection
criteria for the biggest and best engineering industry
in this state!
It is always nice to be able to refer to a publication,
and this one would certainly not be known as the

most left-wing newspaper in Victoria.
Mr J. F. McGrath - The Age!
Mr HAMILTON - It is nowhere near as left
wing as the Sunday Age, which I find quite revolting
sometinles. It is important to read into Hansard the
editorial published in the Bendigo Advertiser on
Friday, 2 September this year. It expresses the
thoughts I wish I could have put into words; but,
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being in his position, the editor of that paper would
be far more elegant with his use of language than I
am. I wish I was the editor of a newspaper so I could
have the chance to get a few comments in.
Under the headline 'Sparking a revolt', the editorial
deals with a subject that is dear to my heart and the
hearts of the majority of members in this chamber. It
states:
If country Victorians needed any more confirmation
that they are now second-rate citizens of this state, they
need look no further than their electricity bill.

We say this even though, ultimately, country
conSumers might well end up paying less for power
than they do now, as National Party MP Ron Best
promised in yesterday'S Advertiser.

Mr Perrin interjected.
Mr HAMILTON - Wait for it, it gets better:
While on face value it might seem churlish to be
decrying a cut in electricity prices, this misses one
salient point - that after the year 2000, Melbourne
consumers will surely wind up paying less for
electricity than we will.

That is, people in Bendigo; and you can bet your
bottom dollar that that will also apply to people in
Morwell, Mallacoota, Mildura, Horsham, Minyip
and so on - unless they have one hell of a long
power lead!

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr HAMILTON - listen to this. It is important
material that should be placed on the Hansard
record. The editorial goes on to say:
For 75 years Victorians have lived by the tenet that a
Victorian is a Victorian is a Victorian, no matter
whether they live in spitting distance of the GPO or in
far-flung Underbool.

You can add to that any other country town in this
state, where, by the way, people also pay too much
for petrol! The editorial continues:
This equality is a basic cornerstone of democracy, just
as electricity is a basic cornerstone of civilised
existence-

that certainly was the point of my prior remarks.
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Good societies organise themselves in such a way that
essential services -

not commodities, because it is not a marketable
thing you can sell by units are delivered free of cost discrepancies caused by the
tyranny of distance.

Nowhere in the whole world should this be true,
especially in Australia where we have a tyranny of
distance between our communities. The editorial
continues:
Not in the privatised world of the econocrats now
driving the Kennett government's ideology though.

Mr Perrin - Econocrats?
Mr HAMILTON - Yes. I suppose another word
could have been used, but this is a respectable
newspaper. The editorial continues:
In this brave new world, the return to private
companies must reflect the actual cost of delivery. Yes,
the people of Underbool - and Bendigo for that
matter - might pay less than they did in the bad old
days, but not as much less as their suddenly
more-than-equal fellows in Melbourne.

Country Victorians already pay the price of choosing to
live outside the metropolitan area. And is it not
significant that a hefty part of this burden is fuel costs,
in a system run by private enterprise? This 'efficiency'
costs us about $5 every time we fill our petrol tanks.
Selling off the SEC is to be the state's first 'big'
privatisation of essential services; water will probably
follow. And how much longer before we also pay
unequally for our health services and our children's
education?
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made a very important point on behalf of country
Victorians. No matter what party we happen to be
in, whether it be National, Liberal or Labor, when
we represent country electorates, we want to make
sure we are not discriminated against - that would
be true of every member of this house who
represents a country electorate - and we should not
be.
The interesting point is that by privatising the
electricity industry the tax on profits goes to the
federal government. It beats me why we would
want to do that when there is already an income
stream from the electricity industry. At page 15 the
Business Council Bulletin of July 1994 - honourable
members would all agree that this is not a left-wing
publication because the Business Council of
Australia is a fairly conservative organisationcontains a chart indicating the revenue from public
trading enterprises.
Those are organisations the government might want
to sell off. From 1989 to 1992-93 the revenue the state
governments received from their respective public
trading enterprises increased from $0.5 billion to
$1.2 billion. And in the past financial year that
increased to $1.6 billion. If the Australian states
picked up on the stupidity that is being argued, they
would understand that they are collectively
throwing away $1.6 billion and rising. How stupid
can you get?
Page 12 of the Business Council Bulletin for July 1994
has an article on privatisation. I ask the government
to take note of the comments which state:
Concerns have been expressed about the need for
public inquiries for privatisation, with fears that such
inquiries could produce further delays and increase
political difficulties.

I say: Hear, hear! And this is the salient point:
The editorial concludes:
This is a bad decision, Mr Kennelt. It is unfair, it is
discriminatory and, worse, it is undemocratic.

This would be a very good point at which to stop
this speech, but I have never been worried by good
points and bad points - I need to make a couple of
others.
Mr Perrin - Don't believe everything you read.
Mr HAMILTON - The Bendigo Advertiser is a
fairly influential newspaper and I believe it has

The Business Council, however, supports maximum
transparency and an approach which achieves a more
competitive outcome through privatisation.

We have not heard about those arguments. Since
day one we have been told the SEC was going to be
privatised. No arguments. The public does not
understand why; the public must accept it. It is
going to happen because the government said so.
However, the Business Council of Australia does not
agree with that.
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Another interesting chart in the bulletin shows the
efficiency gains we will make when we it sell off.
However, again, the government has not done any
research. It does not know the history. Page 13 of the
July bulletin shows that the maximum level of
productivity gains occurred in 1991-92, but they are
now decreasing. You cannot get blood out of a stone.
When all the workers are sacked there will be no
other opportunity for productivity gains. The
productivity gains that result from shedding labour
have evaporated. The excuse the government has
been using to flog those organisations has already
been shown to be completely wrong. Kenneth
Davidson is one of the few economists I admire.
Mr Perrin - He's slightly to the left!
Mr HAMILTON - You don't find that
surprising, I am sure. An article in the Age by Ken
Davidson with the headline 'Power industry: one
into six doesn't go' reinforces a large number of
those arguments. The article should be compulsory
reading for every government member who
supports this irrational move. He demonstrates
clearly that no sense is made out of the privatisation
of the SEC.
Earlier someone mentioned the Prime Minister and
the Hilmer report. But you have not read the Hilmer
report. He said nothing about breaking up the
industry. He said we need competition between
three or four utilities - one in Queensland, one in
New South Wales, one in Victoria and one in South
Australia. The Hilmer report did not speak about
trashing or destroying the organisations. Why not
read the report that you are using to justify your
irrational behaviour?
Mr J. F. McGrath interjected.
Mr HAMILTON - There should be a bit of
passion in the house.
Mr J. F. McGrath - You are bellowing like a bull;
tha t is not passion.
Mr HAMILTON - I feel suitably chastised. The
obscene acceleration towards the privatisation of
electricity generation in this state will destroy one of
the most efficient industries we have. The industry
has supplied electricity safely and at an equitable
price to every consUmer in the entire state. It will be
a great pity, but that is the price of privatisation.
Mr PERRIN (Bulleen) - I enjoyed the
dissertation of the honourable member for Morwell,
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particularly his comments about the SEC. After my
introductory remarks I shall respond to some of
those comments. I compliment the Governor,
Mr McGarvie, and his wife on the opening of
Parliament yesterday and on the speech the
Governor made on behalf of the government. As I
always do when I speak during this debate I pledge
the loyalty of the constituents of Bulleen to Her
Majesty and the Queen's representative.
The honourable member for Morwell gave a great
dissertation on electricity prices, and I shall adapt
my speech to deal with some of the matters he
raised regarding electricity. Unfortunately the
honourable member forgot a few arguments. Firstly,
when the Labor goverrunent came to power in 1982
Victoria had the lowest electricity prices in
Australia. But when Labor left in 1992, Victoria had
the second highest electricity prices in Australia.
That occurred because over those 10 years the Labor
government jacked up the prices of electricity.
Although the honourable member for Morwell does
not want to recognise it, that is what happened.
Victorian electricity prices are uncompetitive with
the rest of Australia, particularly when compared
with New South Wales and Queensland, our major
competitors. We have the highest electriCity prices of
those three major states. Any honourable member
who has an electorate on the border of New South
Wales and Victoria will tell you that consumers over
the river pay a cheaper electricity rate than
Victorians. Secondly, Victoria has an excess
generating capacity of 40 per cent. When Loy Yang B
was built, one of the major reasons was that the
facility would provide surplus capacity. The
honourable member for Morwell said the electricity
industry could not improve its productivity, but that
is nonsense. Surplus generating capacity is available
to Victoria, and that is where the productivity will
come from. That is why the government has been
able to offer the people of Victoria a freeze in
electricity prices during the next two years. It is
significant that none of those factors was mentioned
by the honourable member for Morwell. Thirdly, the
honourable member might not understand the
concept of competition.
I live in the City of Doncaster and Templestowe.
Honourable members will be interested to know
that Doncaster and Templestowe has two electricity
supply companies. If you live in the Warrandyte
area or in the City of Doncaster and Templestowe
you buy your electricity from the SEC. If, as I do,
you live in Lower Templestowe, you buy your
electricity from the City of Doncaster and
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Templestowe Electricity Supply Company. The
significance is that the prices are identical. The price
of electricity for the consumer in Warrandyte is the
same as the price for the consumers in Lower
Templestowe, but more significantly, the City of
Doncaster and Templestowe makes a profit - and
the figure is about $2 million a year.

prices, of the various components. I would be happy
to argue about this for as long as the honourable
member likes because I can see a situation where the
p~ple who have been paying, particularly under
the ten years of the Labor government, were the
consumers who had no choice. I had no choice about
where I bought my electricity. It was a monopoly!

The point that I want to make - and the honourable
member for Morwell does not understand it because
he does not understand the concept of real
competition between retailers - is that people who
benefit from that $2 million worth of profit are not
the consumers. The savings go into the coffers of the
City of Doncaster and Templestowe, which uses it
for its own purposes.

I shall now turn to some of the important things that
are on the minds of consumers. Firstly, today's
budget, which was presented in an excellent speech
by the Treasurer, reflected a much improved budget
situation in Victoria. Victoria has gone through most
of the pain and the gain is yet to come. When the
next budget is formulated we will start to see the
gains for families.

The ratepayers in Warrandyte pay exactly the same
rates as I do in Lower Templestowe, so for the
competition between those two parts of the same
city we get nothing.

I was interested to read an editorial in the Age of
8 August. It is not the Sunday Age, this is the Age that
is not well known for supporting the government.
However, the editorial is worth quoting and putting
on the record. The editorial heading is 'Outlook:
improving'. That is something that the people of
Victoria can look forward to. The editorial starts off
by saying:

I know of the arguments - as I have heard them
from the councillors - that it is service to the
consumer that is important. The City of Doncaster
and Templestowe Electricity Supply Company tells
me that it gives me a better service than the SEC
gives consumers in Warrandyte. Without the price
competition, which will drive prices down, the
consumer will always lose. That is why we need
competition in the retailing of electricity in Victoria.
The key to it is that you must break that policy of
having uniform prices throughout Victoria because
here it is clearly obvious that electricity can be
supplied to the City of Doncaster and Templestowe
at a lower price than we have at present. It is those
arguments that are missed by the opposition.
The significance of having five different companies
supplying electricity to the whole of Victoria is that
they will provide the competition that is essential for
the consumers to receive a better price. There will be
competition between the five areas because if you
have a small business in area 1 which is paying a
different price for its electricity from a small
business in area 2, as sure as God made little apples
the people who run the small businesses in the area
that has the higher price will ask retailers, 'Why do
we pay a higher price in our region than they do
over the border?'. That is competition! That is what
will drive the price down!
The significant feature - this is something the
honourable member for Morwell does not
understand -is that there will be a
Regulator-General who will control the costs, not the

Here is the financial weather forecast for the
foreseeable future: Victoria can expect one more year of
gloom, to be followed in 1995-96 by a burst of
budgetary sWlShine.

That is a clear indication that we are coming into the
sunshine of the future. It is a situation of when you
get it all right, which we have done, clearly you can
pass the benefits on to the community. The editorial
goes on to say:
... the recovery trend of the state's economy was even
more rapid than the government had led us to expect,
and reinforced the view - which these days is shared
even by the Labor opposition - that the chief priority
of government in Victoria should be to restore the state
budget to a position of surplus as soon as is humanly
and statistically possible.

One can see that the government is delivering
exactly what the editorial is suggesting it should. It
goes on to say:
... the 1993-94 Budget deficit had come in at
$548 million, or $664 million lower than forecast in the
Kennett government's financial statement papers in
April and an astonishing $3 billion better than forecast
in the Treasurer's budget speech last September.
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Some $3 billion improvement! The editorial
appeared in a paper that is not one of the
government's supporters. It indicated that the
government has done extremely well in that Victoria
has had a turnaround better than we expected - in
the order of $3000 million. The editorial goes on to
say:
This is, beyond argument, all good news.

Are you listening to those words?
And the further good news is that the Treasurer,
Mc Stockdale, is showing no signs of deviating from the
express lane as he directs the Budget back to surplus.

lhat is a clear endorsement of the policies of the
government by the Age newspaper. It further goes
on to say:
There can be no doubt that the cuts in public service
staff levels and government-provided services that
have become the trademark of the Kennett government
have caused much pain. Much of that pain, in our view,
was unavoidable given the open-wallet attitudes of the
Cain and Kimer governments over much of the
preceding decade.

lhat comment clearly shoots home the
incompetence of the former Labor government. In
other words, we had to clean up a mess! The
government has not only done that, but is also being
congratulated by the Age newspaper for not
deviating from the express lane that the Age believed
was necessary.
There are a tremendous number of success stories
that the government can bring out, and I shall
mention a few of them to make sure they are put on
the record. The first one is Workcover, which has
been an incredible success story, considering that
less than two years ago this government inherited a
Workcare scheme that had unfunded losses in excess
of $2100 million. As of 30 June this year those
unfunded losses had come down to below
$200 million.
We have just reduced the premiums for Workcover
for all of the employers in this state, so by the end of
this financial year we will have wiped off the
unfunded losses and, like the budget, Workcover
will be in surplus. The result is that employers of
this state will not have to fund the deficit levy of .25
per cent that has been put on the premiums. lhat
would be a $400 million shot in the arm to business
in Victoria.
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I know the opposition does not care about the
$400 million which is being taken out of the business

community to fund its losses. I care because I know
that makes Work cover a much more successful
organisation, and that the premiums will be
competitive with those of other states. That is
important because we want to attract new
investment to Victoria. The only way to do that is to
have a competitive business environment. One does
not want a situation where the Workcover
premiums in Victoria are worse than elsewhere in
Australia.
The government has turned this state around
through economic growth; it has made an excellent
start. I have the latest figures from the Victorian
Employers Chamber of Commerce and Industry
publication, Business Forum, of 26 August 1994
which outlines a survey it carried out of the business
community. It is important to understand what
good news this is in the business community for the
stimulation of employment. In the June quarter of
this year VECCI surveyed 300 Victorian businesses
from all the sectors one could think of, such as
agriculture, manufacturing, construction, the
wholesale and retail trade, tourism, hospitality and
financial services. Those surveyed were from small,
medium and large companies in both regional and
metropolitan Victoria. It was a comprehensive
survey and is capable of being believed.
The survey disclosed that 72 per cent expect the
national economic performance to be somewhat
stronger over the next 12 months. In other words,
three-quarters of all businesses in the state - small,
medium and large, rural and urban -expect the
state's economy to improve. Some 55 per cent of
respondents expected the state's economy to be
somewhat stronger, and a further 25 per cent
believed growth would be much stronger than the
national trend. That is excellent news for industry
because it means we can create more new jobs and
more investment and Victoria can look forward to
improving economic growth.
The survey showed tha t business recorded solid
improvement in general conditions during the June
quarter, mainly due to stronger domestic demand.
The incentives outlined by the Victorian government
and which have been put in place, such as the
Workcover levy, are working.
The survey also found tha t 60 per cent of the
respondents reported no change in employment
levels. Some 26 per cent reported a rise with a
further 26 per cent reporting an increase in overtime
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available to their workers. lbat is good news for
Victorian workers. The unemployed are finding jobs
and those in jobs have the opportunity of working
overtime.
Business investment is an important key indicator of
economic growth. The survey showed that 33 per
cent of companies reported a rise in business
investment. One-third of all companies were
investing more in Victoria. Although there is still
capacity for industry to build even further, it is good
news that one-third of all businesses were prepared
to put more money into increasing their businesses
in Victoria.
Survey respondents indicated that business activity
levels are expected to remain robust over the next
three months to September, with more than 50 per
cent of companies expecting further improvements.
Not only are half the businesses in this state
experiencing improvements but half are expecting
further improvements on top of that. The survey is
an indication of how the government's policies are
working by stimulating the economy and creating
more jobs and a better business environment.
The government is aware that over the past year
about 76 000 jobs have been created in Victoria. lbat
is good news, but a lot more must be done to ensure
that more people get back into the work force. That
is something the Labor Party does not understand.
I turn to the community employment program, one
of the successful Kennett government programs. It is
a unique program instituted by the Victorian
government with funding of about $10 million. Its
effect will be the creation of an additional 9000 jobs.
Mr Hamilton -lbat's good news.
Mr PERRIN -It is tremendous news. For the
expenditure of approximately $1000 of taxpayers'
money we are able to create one additional job in
Victoria. lbat is good news for the unemployed who
had to put up with the incompetence of the previous
government and the effect on their lifestyles of their
losing their jobs.
Under that program the area I represent received a
grant of $170 000. The north-eastern community
employment program covers
Doncaster-Templestowe, Heidelberg and the
northern and eastern suburbs. That payment has just
been made available, and I was pleased to be asked
by the minister to launch the program. It will create
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many new jobs in an area tha t I know has a lot of
hidden unemployment.
If one follows the argument that the program creates
one job for every $1000 of expenditure, one can
expect 170 jobs to be created in one region of
Victoria from one small grant. Such programs will
ensure that people get jobs where currently there are
none. The program is dependent upon local
organisations matching up jobs with people looking
for work. lbat is important because the scheme is
performance based; if the organisation does not
create the jobs or place enough people it will not be
funded and the money will be allocated elsewhere.

The program is wtique in Victoria - the
government should be congratulated for itbecause it is based on a personal assessment of an
individual's needs and it fits those needs into the
job. The $10 million grant is capable of creating 9000
new jobs each year: 9000 jobs this year, 9000 jobs
next year and 9000 jobs the year after.
I turn now to the government's Agenda 21 program,
which will create more jobs. The government is
funding a series of projects where not 1 cent of
additional debt will be imposed on Victorians
because the government is using the capital funds
that will be provided by the casino to construct new
infrastructure. It has already begun to take place, but
there is a lot more to be done. The major Agenda 21
projects in Melbourne are the ci ty circle tram service,
which we all agree has been an excellent success;
Federation Square, which involves the old Gas and
Fuel building being pulled down to make way for it;
Jolimont residential development; Jolimont
recreational development; the Domain
tunnel-freeway link; the Melbourne Crown Casino,
which has commenced construction; the exhibition
centre; the Museum of Victoria; and the restoration
of Old Customs House, which the government
acquired from the federal government.
The restoration of the Old Treasury building is
completed. Other major Melbourne projects are the
Regent Theatre and city square, the restoration of
the State Library of Victoria, and Docklands. These
projects are coming on stream and will create jobs
and make Victoria a more vibrant city in which to
live.
The government is spending $250 million on the
extension of the Eastern Freeway. The extension of
the freeway from Doncaster to Ringwood had been
stalled by the former Labor administration because
it had an ideological bent against freeway
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extensions. The project is being funded by the 3-cent
Better Roads levy and will be of major benefit to the
people of Doncaster-Templestowe, in addition to
creating many new jobs. The other part of the project
is the allocation of $12 million to widen Alexandra
Parade to relieve the traffic congestion.
Many changes have occurred in Victoria during the
past two years and some have had a Significant
impact on the lives of all Victorians. One example is
the Significant reduction in hospital waiting lists. As
at July 1994, 24 271 Victorians were on public
hospital waiting lists. When we won government in
late 1991, 33 592 people were on the waiting lists.
That demonstrates how concerned we are about the
community. It is a Significant reduction in the
number of people on public hospital waiting lists.
When the Labor Party won government in 1982 only
8400 were on public hospital waiting lists, but in
10 years of office that number grew to more than
33 000 - a staggering increase! In just two years the
liberal government has reduced the list
significantly, and it is still going down. I anticipate
that public hospital waiting lists will be eliminated
altogether because of the policies of the Kennett
government.
I have already referred to the major reform of the
electricity industry, and I shall now refer to other
reforms. The official journal of the Victorian
Employers Chamber of Commerce and Industry
contains a report of a business forum attended by
ministers of the Kennett government and business
leaders. The article in the 29 July edition of Business
Forum is entitled 'State government gets an A for
achievement'. That is a ringing endorsement. The
article states:
If the Kennett government had any doubts about its
economic direction, they would have been allayed by
talks at this week's Victorian economic summit.
Organised by VECCI and the Victorian Automobile
Chamber of Commerce, the summit was held under the
banner of Project Victoria. The morning summit talks
between business leaders and senior state government
ministers were positive for business and, by and large,
an endorsement of the government's strategy.

Speaking at the news conference after the talks, the
VECCI chief executive officer, Mc David Edwards, said
business had given the government a report card on the
reform progress. He said in the main, the government
scored an A for its achievement in reforms to the public
service, education, health, local government, public
transport and workers compensation.
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Mr Edwards went on to say there was still much to
be done. That is indeed a ringing endorsement of the

government's policy.
As soon as the government balances the finances of

the state, families will see the benefits. The
government should be congratulated for its excellent
two years of achievement. I have no hesitation in
supporting the Governor's speech.
Mr MICALLEF (Springvale) - It is difficult to
follow the contribution of the honourable member
for Bulleen because it lacked substance and was full
of waffle. The honourable member referred to the
endorsement of the government's policies by the
Victorian Automobile Chamber of Commerce and
the Victorian Employers Chamber of Commerce and
Industry. That is like the honourable member
looking in the mirror, seeing himself smiling and
saying that he is doing a wonderful job. That is the
standard of the honourable member's contribution.
When VECCI and the Victorian Automobile
Chamber of Commerce referred to the reforms in
public transport, health, local government,
education and workers compensation, they were
talking from a narrow perspective of what goes into
their pockets. That process is not conducive to
proper social outlooks and responsibilities.
In the 1950s economists such as Kenneth Galbraith
referred to corporate responsibility. We are moving
away from that concept to having a self-centred
business group that sees the public sector not as an
institution that exists to provide a service to the
public but as an institution to service the needs of
business so that business can make as much money
out of it as possible. It is sad that we are moving
back to the Depression period when the capitalist
mentality of private entrepreneurs was the be-all
and end-all. That is not good news for Victorians.
Fortunately, the federal Labor government has some
influence and is a countervailing force to the
excesses of the Victorian Liberal government. After
the election of the Kennett government Victorians
reacted and decided to put the brakes on the
excesses of the government by electing a federal
Labor government. Unfortunately, they will have to
wait a further two years to throw this government
out of office.
The commentator Paddy McGuinness, who will
become the political commentator of the Age,
described the Premier as a buffoon and said he is
successful because he is surrounded by competent
ministers. I believe the Minister for Finance thinks
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he is one of those competent ministers. Victorians
may tolerate a buffoon and a down who plays havoc
in this state provided there are constraints within his
party.
During the past two days we have seen the
Treasurer drop the ball in his endorsement of the
$8 million salary package for the chief executive of
Tabcorp, Mr Ross Wilson. That salary is obscene,
especially when this government is about driving
down wages and the living standards of working
people and abolishing the awards under which they
work. I say again: the $8 million salary package is
obscene and should not fit into the criteria of a
responsible government. If that is a measure of what
is to come, Victorians have much to worry about.
The fact that the government has taken away rights
in relation to court appeals in many areas means its
accountability needs to be looked at. The honourable
member for Bulleen rambled on about electricity
prices and talked about municipal electricity
undertakings in Doncaster. He talked about how he
was slugged an extra amount so that profit from the
undertaking could be used to complement council
income and said that it was a godsend for his local
council.
If the honourable member believes in the

privatisation proposal involving six generating
companies for this state, he shows a total lack of
understanding of the electricity generating industry.
A proposal to break the industry up into six
companies on the basis of generation capacity leaves
a lot to be desired. An article by Kenneth Davidson
that appeared in the Age last weekend pulled that
argument to pieces.
I speak as a person who has worked in the power

industry and who remembers what happened back
in the 1970s, when campaigns supported by the
labour movement were conducted in the community
concerning the use of natural gas for the generation
of electricity, the use of hydro-electric power, the
conservation of water and the use of water for
off-peak capacity. We will now have all these
generating companies competing against each other.
Because of the competitive basis they will be put on,
power stations like Jeeralang and Newport will
want to use as much gas as possible and will send an
efficient fuel up their chimneys to make more
electricity to compete with the other generators.
Newer stations such as Loy Yang A and B will be
much more competitive than old stations such as the
Yalloum power station, which is nearing the end of
its life.

Wednesday,7 September 1994

We need to examine those sorts of issues and have
explained to us how the competition will work and
how, given the experience in England and other
countries where electricity prices have risen, it will
deliver cheaper electricity.
The argument put by the honourable member for
Bulleen that electricity prices were too high and we
were overcharged is nonsense. The fact that when
the Kennett government came into power it
increased those prices by 10 per cent to inflate the
income of the SEC in order to flog it off, and that it
says it will achieve benefits by stabilising the price
and then decreasing it after two years, should be
looked at by the Fraud Squad. It really is a joke. I do
not think the government will hoodwink the
community with that sort of nonsense.
Victoria has an efficient generating authority in the
SEC. That organisation, which has served the
community well, has undergone massive reforms.
To understand that one has only to ask the
honourable member for Morwell about the loss of
jobs in the industry and about the fact that the SEC's
generating capacity and efficiency have increased
enormously. Now that it is at an optimum level and
performing extremely well the government wants to
flog the SEC off to its mates. That really is
disgraceful. The sooner the community has a right to
vote out of office this motley mob of carpetbaggers
who want to flog everything off, the better.
The honourable member for Bulleen quoted an Age
editorial. If the Age is supposed to be critical and
anti-conservative, I would hate to see a newspaper
that supported the government. Anything to the left
of Piers Akerman is anathema to the conservatives
in this state. Unless they have front-page editorials
endorsing them they feel as though the newspapers
are their enemies and are letting them down.
The Age is not the newspaper it was; it is not as
objective as it used to be. It certainly is a newspaper
that is not unkind to the conservatives. Day after
day its editorials endorse the Kennett government. It
actually endorsed the government's election. The
government then came out with a pseudo campaign
that was a nonsense and a gimmick, and the Age and
the rest of the media fell for it. The government
boycotted the 7.30 Report.
Mr Leigh - Why?
Mr MICALLEF - Because you haven't got the
guts to get on television and be accountable to the
community. It is about time the media shoved it up
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you lot and made you accountable. The government
has been getting a dream run from the media, but
the honeymoon is over. It is about time government
members stood up and made themselves
accountable to the community and available to be
questioned.
Mr Leigh interjected.
The ACfING SPEAKER (Mr Cunningham) Order! The honourable member for Mordialloc is
out of his place and disorderly.
Mr MICALLEF -It is all right, Mr Acting
Speaker, I live in the same area as the honourable
member. I am used to that sort of nonsense, and I
ignore it. The media needs to be much more critical
of the government. It needs to make the government
more accountable so that the community gets the
facts and balanced criticism of the government's
perfonnance. It is absolute nonsense for the
government to criticise the Age and for the Premier
to try to ridicule the Sunday Age day after day. It is
about time the media woke up.
The honourable member for Bulleen also mentioned
Work cover and talked nonsense about a
$2100 million deficit reducing to a $200 million
deficit. I think that is wonderful but, as I keep saying
and will say again and again, there is no such thing
as a free lunch. Somebody, somewhere is paying!
Who is paying? Who is copping the reduction in the
deficit? The government is simply moving it across
to Canberra.
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the public sector so that money will circulate in the
community and the private sector will take off a lot
of the cream. Tha t will allow the government to say
that it has to have a budget based on spending to
service the debt. To a great extent the debt is being
manufactured by the borrOWings of the government
to payoff public sector workers. That is not
acceptable.
The honourable member for Bulleen also referred to
the community-based employment program, which
is probably one of the better things the government
has done. However, the fact that the government is
jumping up and down and taking credit for the
program when it has done so little is not acceptable.
The $10 million that has been mentioned is really a
pittance, especially when one compares it with the
$2 billion the federal government allocates for labour
market programs. The government's allocation is
insignificant. It is probably $8 million, not
$10 million, because it is perfonnance rated. If those
participating do not get results they lose their
funding.
The government should introduce more programs
like the community-based employment program.
Funding for such programs should be increased
considerably before government members jump up
and down and say, 'We are doing something for
disadvantaged workers in this state'.
Although the Agenda 21 programs look good on
paper, we are actually looking at a gambling-led
recovery. Many of the capital works programs that
require development in the state such as schools,
hospitals, kindergartens, community health centres
and neighbourhood houses have been closed down.
It is nonsense to talk about some of the traineeships
under Agenda 21. It is a gimmick, and the
community will wake up to the government.

Injured workers, if they are lucky, are now claiming
social security benefits. If their partners are working,
they are living off the incomes of their partners. To
be proud of that and to say that it is a simple
bookkeeping exercise and the government has
improved the fund is nonsense. If government
members believe that, they believe in fairies. It is
nonsense to say Workcover is perfonning well. If
they look at the Workcover system as compared
with Comcare, government members will see that
Comcare delivers better benefits at a lower levy rate.
If they want to compare apples with apples, they
should compare Workcover with Comcare; if they
just want to make statements and believe their own
propaganda, they should look at their own balance
sheets. They are an absolute disgrace.

The government likes to brag about hospital waiting
lists, but all it is really doing is comparing booking
lists. How can the government close down hospital
wards, reduce hospital staff and budgets and then
have massive decreases in waiting lists? It is a
figment of its imagination. It is simply a
bookkeeping exercise - something the government
seems to be pretty good at. It is about time the media
started to question the government about these
issues.

We have seen the government borrow $2 billion not
for capital works, community activities or facilities,
but for voluntary departure packages. The
government is borrowing to pay people to get out of

The federal opposition has recently released its new
directions statement. The Governor's speech follows
along similar lines. It appears that Victoria is faced
with the same direction it has taken over the past
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two years. This so-called can-do government must
be reacting to some of the pressure in the
community.
Under the Kennett government there has been a
massive decrease in living standards, something of
which the government should not be proud. Many
of the government backbenchers who now have
their backs to me and do not look very impressive
will have to learn to deal with this issue after the
next state election. Many of those members will have
their backs to Parliament because they will be given
the big A by their electorates! If I were a government
backbencher I would be concerned about issues like
the decrease in living standards that has been
brought about by massive increases in taxes and
charges.
The SPEAKER - Order! I ask honourable
members on my right to take their seats.
Mr MICAllEF - The irony is that in 1985 the
KeIUlett opposition campaigned successfully on
taxes and charges. A very efficient and popular
Labor government came within an ace of being
defeated because the media picked up the taxes and
charges issue, even though they were nowhere near
the same level that has been experienced over the
past two years. One wonders who is controlling this
media watchdog? The government must be held
accountable for increasing gas, electricity, transport,
motor registration, property tax and other charges
and the people coming through the front doors of
opposition members' electorate offices. Most
government members close their offices so that they
do not have to hear the complaints of constituents
who would otherwise stream into their offices
complaining about government taxes and charges.
What is the government doing? It is certainly
making it harder.

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr MICAllEF - Why don't you take off the
property tax? You put it on as a temporary measure.
When in opposition the coalition gained significant
media attention by criticising the Labor government
for the 3-cent-a-litre petrol levy. As soon as the
coalition got back into government it removed the
levy and six months later it put it back on. You really
are a disgraceful pack of charlatans for thinking you
can get away with that!

Honourable members interjecting.
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Mr MICAllEF - We have had a break for three
months and I have to get it off my chest. We have
witnessed a massive attack on the living standards
of working people in this state. I look forward to that
coming to an end before the end of 1996.
There has been some relief for one sector of the
community - the wealthy residents of Toorak,
whose water rates have fallen by $139. They really
need that extra $l00-plus. The residents of Oakleigh
and Bentleigh will be required to pay an additional
$40 a year. The government can say goodbye to the
seats of Bentleigh and Oakleigh. At least two of its
members will be oncers! While the government is
attempting to look after its mates it will lose a few of
its members at the next election.
There has been a steady increase in service charges
such as electricity and water. Pensioners who had
tried to conserve electricity have discovered that the
service charge is higher than the consumption
charge. Pensioners and other low-income earners
will be forced to put up with many cold nights. It is
fortunate that this winter has not been the coldest on
record.
The government will go down in history as being
one of the most callous and harsh governments we
have had. It can no longer talk about the debt and
mess it inherited from the former government; that
story has passed its use-by date. If government
members continue to get up in the house and talk
that sort of nonsense, the Speaker should sit them
down and say the use-by date of that argument has
gone. The government should take responsibility for
its own actions.
The Premier is also the Minister for Ethnic Affairs.
What has he done in that role? There has been plenty
of rhetoric. He has attended rallies when convenient
and stirred up ethnic communities, but what does he
do about resources? What has he done about the
Victorian Ethnic Affairs Commission? What has he
done about the Ethnic Affairs Unit within his
department? He has downgraded it and reduced the
resources.
Last year there were no operational grants
whatsoever. The Premier has the gall to talk about
what the government has done for its ethnic
communities, which is a nonsense. This year a
miserable $153 600 was spread around
300 organisations. If I have to go to another ethnic
function and see a backbencher from this motley
group handing out another miserable cheque for
$300 and pretending that he or she is the light from
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heaven, I will be sick. Ethnic communities have been
pleasant and courteous while government
backbenchers are there but as soon as the $300
cheques are handed over and the government
members leave they say how disappointed they are
and how callous the government is in its support of
ethnic communities.
Victoria, with 40 per cent of its population coming
from non-English-speaking backgrounds, has
benefited enormously from the contribution of its
ethnic communities. Does the government
acknowledge that contribution? No! The
government kicks them when they are down. Ethnic
communities have suffered because of funding cuts
to the community facilities, neighbourhood houses,
hospitals and community health centres that service
that sector of our society. It is a double-edged sword.
Not only has the budget been cut and allocations to
ethnic communities been reduced, but also the
resources on which they rely have been cut. It is a
disgrace! I call on the government to address that
imbalance, to accept its responsibility to support our
ethnic communities and to stop any political
grandstanding on the steps of Parliament House
when it is politically convenient to take a partisan
stance - particularly when the issue belongs in the
federal arena!
The government should stop playing politics with
the ethnic communities and instead upgrade the
roles that communities can play. It should develop
multiculturalism. Australia may be a great country
but this state needs leadership and direction. I am
grateful the federal government provides that
leadership.
I also mention the recent death of the honourable
member for Cabramatta in the New South Wales
Parliament, John Newman. I met him some years
ago when he came to Springvale for the opening of a
Chinese restaurant as the guest of the Indo-Chinese
community. Even though my conversation with him
was not lengthy, we swapped stories about our
electorates, given that Cabramatta and Springvale
have.many similarities. We were both doing the
same type of work. I was really shocked to hear of
his assassination. It is sad that a murder such as his
should occur in Australia. I hope it is a one-off
episode; but it should not be used by closet racists as
an excuse to argue that his murder was the result of
multiculturalism.
One example of multiculturalism as it has developed
in Victoria is Springvale, with its 112 different ethnic
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organisations. But the Springvale community does
not suffer racial disharmony; it enjoys cooperation.
That model should be looked at by other states and
by overseas authorities.
We have a lot to offer. We have been able to come to
terms with our cultural and ethnic differences and
weld the various groups into one community. It is
important that tolerance and understanding
continue to develop in Australia. The work done in
the early 1980s by the Ethnic Affairs Commission in
working towards the establishment of the Victoria
Police Force's ethnic liaison unit certainly headed off
potential problems in the Springvale area. We need a
pro-active unit within the government's Ethnic
Affairs Unit to support ethnic communities and to
act as an advocate for those communities, ensuring
that their needs are properly examined and catered
for.
Recently the federal minister addressed ethnic
groups and the media in New South Wales. He gave
those communities advice about the new industrial
relations legislation to assist them in understanding
their rights and responsibilities. The minister's
representatives also spoke to ethnic employers,
remembering that about 40 per cent of all employers
come from ethnic backgrounds. They have a
responsibility to treat their employees responsibly.
At least the federal government is examining those
types of issues so that ethnic communities may
understand their responsibilities.
The SPEAKER - Order! The honourable
member's time has expired.
Mr STEGGALL (Swan Hill) - It is always
enjoyable to follow the honourable member for
Springvale.
Mr Richardson - Exhilarating!
Mr STEGGALL - Not exhilarating, enjoyable! I
agree with the honourable member's final comment
about ethnic communities and the work involved in
an electorate like Springvale with its multicultural
factors and the effects of the various changes in
SOCiety.
The other item always on the honourable member's
menu is the supposedly massive attacks by the
government on the working class. The honourable
member and some of his left-wing colleagues help
me understand why he is a member of the
opposition and I am on the government benches.
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As the honourable member for Williamstown will
probably come to understand, this is one of the few
places where people of completely opposing beliefs
have the opportunity to debate and discuss their
various points of view. When pressure is exerted
later in the sessional period and honourable
members opposite refer to the Westminster system
and complain about not being allowed to debate
legislation because time is so precious, they should
remember the importance of using opportunities
like the address-in-reply debate to express concern
about or to praise their electorates.
This debate has been one of the dullest I can
remember.

Mr MicaIlef interjected.
Mr STEGGALL - Give me time! After listening
to the honourable member for Springvale, one
would think the only hard times being felt in this
state were in Melbourne or in Springvale and the
other working-class suburbs. I inform the
honourable member that the worst poverty is not in
his electorate or in Broadmeadows or in Altona but
in the country! The worst poverty happens to be in
my electorate, where it manifests itself in the worst
forms.
Some members of the community tend to forget that
in the past 20 years society has forgotten about one
of its major components, which covers all shades of
the political spectrum. Some 33 per cent of our
population lives in the country - and that is where
the majority of our poverty is.
Long before the last election when we started
forming the coalition and began forming a coalition
policy and philosophy base, a decision was made to
try to make sure that we would put in place a
government with policies that would rid country
Victoria of many of the weaknesses and deficits it
has had for many years. All that had been done had
compounded the poverty and problems.
On coming to government, the National Party and
the Liberal Party in coalition set forward with a set
of policies that we have now seen in action for two
years. In country Victoria we have run into a lot of
flak by changing the basic philosophy and structure
that made up country areas.
I smile sometimes when I hear the Leader of the
Opposition and a few other members of the Labor
Party making utterances that the National Party is
just following the Liberals in these changes.
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Let me just tell honourable members something:
most of the changes and policies we have followed
in country Victoria have come from the Nationals
and from people seeking to overcome poverty and
other problems in country areas and to change the
structure of the society there because we were going
absolutely nowhere.
The education and health policies in country
Victoria did not emanate from those ministers. They
started in my office and the office of the honourable
member for Gippsland Province, Mr Hall, and that
of the honourable member for Forest Hill, when he
was shadow Minister for Education a long time ago.
We worked to try to put in place an understanding
of the types of changes that were necessary to give
country people a bit of a chance.
We have seen the changes manifest themselves. H
you have a close look at them, you will see that for
the first time in 100 years we are changing the local
structures into communities of interests so we can
address the strengths and assets that make up the
communities in Victoria.
We are trying to put in place structures that will
help to get investment and enable production of
food and fibre - which is what we produce in the
country - to compete with that of other countries.
One thing we forgot in Australia over the past 10 or
15 years was that all countries were changing,
bringing their production costs down and getting
their quality assurance programs in place, and they
were starting to knock over our markets. Every time
somebody knocks over a market, whether it be stone
fruit, wheat or barley, it is our country towns that
suffer.
So we set out to give local government structures a
form in which they could take some responsibility
for what they need and where they need to go in
Victoria. All honourable members know that both
state and federal government assistance to country
areas is going to be less and less as time goes on.
There has been a lot of criticism of the changes we
brought about in schools. I remember a discussion I
had in this place with the honourable member for
Richmond. Last year when we were closing down
the Richmond Secondary College he asked how
many schools had closed in my electorate. I told him
11 schools had closed in my electorate. He said,
'Isn't that terrible; you must be horrified'. I asked,
'How big do you think those schools are?' He said,
'Eighty, ninety'. I said, 'Could you try 11, 12, 13 full schools of that size?'
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Those kids didn't have a hope of getting a basic
grounding in primary schools for this day and age.
We worked with the minister and his department to
try to introduce a far better structure where our kids
will have a reasonable chance of coming through
into the secondary schools as the metropolitan kids
have. We achieved it.
We are now refurbishing the infrastructure of our
schools. We have introduced satellite technology
right across Victoria, not just for country areas. For
the past nine years we have been working in the
country, particularly in my electorate, on telematics
and various other technologies in education. I am
very pleased to say we now have full interactive
satellite television going into our schools so that not
only in the country but also in the city we have the
use and advantage of that technology. We could not
have achieved that outcome if we had continued
along the way we were going before; there was no
way we were going to achieve it. We started with
primary schools and next year we will start in
secondary schools, and the students in country
Victoria will for the first time in their lives have
access to the type of information that metropolitan
students have. That is a vital breakthrough.
At the moment we are also copping a bit of flak, to
put it mildly, about the changes to the
non-metropolitan water supply. One of the
problems we have throughout country Victoria is
that our infrastructure is not in an appropriate shape
to handle the needs of many of the industries and
other investments required for the future.
When we look at the assets and advantages in each
of the areas we find the Significant problem that
without government handouts the communities do
not have the infrastructure in place to enable them to
have decent water quality standards or adequate
effluent and sewerage systems.
The changes we are bringing about to the
infrastructure have involved some pain. They have
upset a lot of communities, particularly in my
electorate. But for the first time smaller communities
will be able to refurbish their water and sewerage
operations so that they can attract the industry that
is now starting to come to this state to invest and
start utilising the wonderful primary products we
have.
An example is a company that is a big water user
looking to come into Victoria. It cannot go to
Geelong because that city does not have enough
water for such industries. It could go to Melbourne
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but does not want to do so. It is very difficult to find
a country community that has in place the
infrastructure that can handle the water
requirements of the company. We are trying to make
changes to the infrastructure of water systems in
country Victoria so that country areas can have the
water and sewerage systems that are taken for
granted in metropolitan areas. We have a long way
to go to reach that standard and quality in country
areas.
We have also made a lot of changes to the rural
water system, to the management and transferability
of water and the productive base to which we can
move our water. The upshot is that now we have a
range of investments coming into country Victoria's
high-value horticultural production areas,
particularly the Murray Valley. We are leading the
charge on the types of changes we can make and the
operations that can come to this state.
We are linking the changes with the markets and
other opportwtities that are available outside
Australia, particularly in Asia. I point out to
honourable members that each year Asia has a food
import bill of $75000 million. We used to supply
about 5 per cent of that. We are going backwards in
percentage each year as the markets of Asia grow. If
Australia and Victoria are going to make it through
properly into the next century, we will have to
ensure that our primary products -our food and
fibre products - can go straight into the available
market with the best products.
In conjunction with the federal government we are
working very hard to achieve that in Victoria. I
believe governments right throughout Australia
have now woken up to the fact that primary
industry is once again a very important part of this
country's economy. We got lost in the 196Os, 1970s
and 19805, but the bush is back in business!
However, we must change a lot of our infrastructure
to make sure we can start to catch up the ground we
have lost.

The electricity industry has attracted great interest in
this debate; I suppose the recent discussions in the
newspapers have generated a lot of interest. I come
from an area in northern Victoria where there have
been ongoing problems with petrol price
differentials. However, not many people realise the
price differential that exists with power when
100 yards across the River Murray from Swan Hill
the power is more than 30 per cent cheaper than it is
in Victoria.
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Think of this when you start to look at your
investments and try to bring jobs and work into the
state: New South Wales prices have got so far out of
kilter with ours that if a line were thrown across the
River Murray and Swan Hill hooked into the New
South Wales system, based only on the current
printed tariffs, the town would save $1 million a
year on its power bills and $850 000 on power for
residential homes alone.

There is a problem with power pricing in Victoria.
The Treasurer and the government have brought in
a system designed to bring that price down to a
competitive level, which the people who live near
the borders so desperately need. As we head
towards a national power grid, those of us living on
the borders have an advantage because if the
Victorian price does not come down to a competitive
base, we will just start drawing our power from
New South Wales.
When talking about the disadvantages in country
Victoria in debate on electricity tariffs honourable
members should bear in mind that northern Victoria
is desperate to get a competitive power price as
quickly as possible. For the next six years there will
be a uniform tariff in this state. Honourable
members have seen published the fact that the price
of each class of power will be lower in real terms by
the end of that six years.
Competition and regulation is our method of trying
to force down power prices so that investors in this
state will be able to compete with New South Wales
and Queensland, where the power is even cheaper
than in New South Wales. We have a long way to go
in changing the infrastructure and putting in place a
system that country people will be able to use, but
when country Victoria is strong the Melbourne
metropolitan area will be a wonderful place to live.
Honourable members have heard about the three
metropolitan and two country distribution
businesses. I say to people who are very worried
about the country-city split that they should
remember one thing: one of the two country
distribution businesses will include the western
suburbs of Melbourne - Williamstown may even be
in the Swan Hill distribution area! The eastern
suburbs will be included in the distribution system
supplying eastern Victoria.
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competitive forces from both ends of the electricity
supply line to make sure there is a competitive base.
Melbourne will be particularly keen on it because
the edges of the distribution centres are the growth
areas of Melbourne. That is where new jobs and
factories will be, and those areas will be in the same
distribution systems as Swan Hill, Mildura and
other country cities and towns. We have a vested
interest in making sure we get things right so that
investment can take place.
Health and hospitals are also of interest to country
Victorians. Members of the Labor Party, the Leader
of the Opposition and Labor Party candidates have
been running around country Victoria saying the
government will close all these hospitals. We have a
lot of difficulty in trying to get our communities to
listen and understand that their hospitals are not in
danger of closure and that the health system the
government is looking to put in place will be able to
deliver for the first time the services in country
Victoria that people in metropolitan Melbourne take
for granted and regard as a right.
Many country areas do not have the sorts of health
services that are delivered in Melbourne.
Melburnians take it as their God-given right that
they have access to psychiatrists, podiatrists and
dietitians. It is now becoming rather fashionable to
address men's health issues. That is one of the
biggest health issues in the country because the
health of the male population is in a very serious
state. Country areas are desperate to have the sorts
of diabetes programs that exist in metropolitan
Melbourne, as well as heart disease programs, skin
cancer services and education programs to make
sure that people in country Victoria understand the
huge problem of skin cancer.
Speech pathology, physiotherapy and preventative
medicine services are available all over Melbourne.
We are trying to put in place a health system that
will deliver those services in country Victoria, and
we will do it alongside our acute health care and
aged-care systems. Those changes are difficult to
implement in a political field. One of the difficulties
with democracy is making economic reform and
changing society, as the government has done in two
years, while retaining the ability to be re-elected.
That is the big challenge.
Mr Hamilton interjected.

People should understand that parts of the
metropolitan area will be served by the country
distribution businesses, so there is not a true
country-city split. Believe me, there will be

Mr STEGGALL - The bush will be fine. It is the
big challenge, and each member of the coalition
knew before the last election that it would be. When
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we won government we all knew we would drive
the changes throughout Victoria to get this state into
a competitive position and enable people to have a
proper quality of life.
Mr Hamilton interjected.
Mr STEGGALL - I believe we have done a
pretty fair job of bringing about the reforms in the
first two years. However, we have not done very
well in the first two years at selling the politics of it
to country Victoria in particular. We can see that our
changes are bearing fruit; we have the runs on the
board. We are getting the investment and jobs and
we are producing better quality food products.
We are starting to get results in country Victoria,
and the metropolitan area is benefiting enormously
from that. We will now be able to put that effort into
selling the benefits and bringing country Victoria
along with us. There is a certain culture in the
country - it is like an opposition culture - country
people are happier when they are knocking and
being negative. We have a challenge to make sure
we can explain to them the advantages of the
changes we are making and the positive results that
will be achieved.
The things the Treasurer mentioned today are
helping people to see that the government is starting
to get results from its reforms and they can see and
feel the benefits.
I am very pleased to be able to partidpate in this
address-in-reply debate. I look forward to listening
to the rest of the debate, when honourable members
who sometimes complain about not being able to
raise issues will get to their feet and tell us about the
issues that most affect them.
Debate interrupted pursuant to sessional orders.

ADJOURNMENT
The SPEAKER -Order! As it is 10 o'clock the
time has come to interrupt business and give
consideration to the adjournment of the house.

Vicroads overpass contract
Mr HAMILTON (Morwell) - I ask the Minister
for Industry and Employment to direct to the
attention of the Minister for Roads and Ports in
another place a matter concerning Vicroads contract
no. 2918, which was for the supply and fitting of a
combined pedestrian and bicycle overpass over the
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South Eastern Arterial. One of my constituents, who
runs a small business in the Latrobe Valley, has
raised his concern about reported rumours that the
contract for the painting or metal coating of the
bridge over the top of the freeway had been let to a
Sydney firm. The small businessman asked the
obvious question: why should we be supporting
Sydney companies when we have competent and
very competitive Victorian companies that can fulfil
Vicroads contracts?
I trust the rumours are unfounded. Bringing steel
from Wollongong - which is where the painting
was supposedly done - on the back of a semi trailer
would cost about $3000-odd or more per load. That
could add up to $30 000, $40 000, $SO 000 or even
$60 000, depending on the job additions. My
constituent believes that could not pOSSibly be met
by contractors in New South Wales or anywhere
else. The argument is that, most likely, a Melbourne
contractor could have got the job, which would have
meant that, because it would not have been able to
do all the work, some of it could have gone to the
Latrobe Valley.
This matter is serious given the government's
rhetoric about the importance of supporting
Victorian companies. That is certainly very
important in my electorate. The company I referred
to employs a number of people. If it does not get
contracts, especially government contracts such as
that one, it will have to put people off. The issue is
important, not only for the economic development
of Victoria's businesses but also for social
development in my electorate. We must make sure
we keep as many jobs as we can. I ask the minister to
scotch these rumours and to indicate whether the
contract has been deferred or will be available to a
Victorian company.

Bicycle couriers
Mr LUPTON (Knox) - I ask the Minister for
Industry and Employment to direct to the Minister
for Roads and Ports in another place the couriers
who travel through Melbourne on bicycles. As
honourable members in this place have observed, it
is a well-known fact that those cyclists continue to
flout the law. The matter was brought to my
attention after an elderly gentleman who got off a
tram near the intersection of Bourke and Swanston
streets was hit when crossing the road by a bicycle
courier coming down the wrong side of the road,
breaking his collarbone and putting him in hospital
for three days.
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The police officers who attended the scene took the
name and address of the courier delivery agent who
was riding the bike. When they went to charge him
with various traffic offences they discovered he had
never lived at the address they were given. The
interesting thing is that same day, as the ambulance
was taking the elderly gentleman away, a Japanese
tourist who was crossing in the same spot got
cleaned up by another courier cyclist and had to
spend a week in hospital.
The couriers ride on the footpaths, through red
lights and it is common to see them hanging on the
backs of trams, picking up momentum. When the
trams stop they race through the intersections.
Here are two cases where elderly people have been
put into hospital and honourable members would be
aware that elderly people take a long time to recover
from those injuries. I do not know what the answer
will be, but there are some alternatives the minister
could look at. If bicycles are used for commercial
purposes they should be registered, have names on
them or be regulated.
Although courier services are deregulated it is
apparent that cyclists are abusing the law and
creating hazards for people who walk on the streets
of Melbourne. I ask the minister to investigate the
matter, which will be difficult because whatever
happens there will be a hue and cry. It is time the
government did something about the cycliSts who
are knocking over and injuring elderly people.

Whittlesea Adult Training and Support
Services
Ms GARBUIT (Bundoora) - I direct the
attention of the Minister for Community Services to
the Whittlesea Adult Training and Support Services
and the Plenty Valley Skills Centre. It appears from
correspondence I have received from both those
organisations that the Department of Health and
Community Services has a five-year lease with the
Plenty Valley Skills Centre at $17 000 per annum. I
have a copy of a lease for a building at 2 Supply
Drive, Epping. The building is used by the
Whittlesea District Adult Training and Support
Services.

In February the department suddenly stopped
paying rent for those premises even though it has a
legally binding contract with the Plenty Valley Skills
Centre. It then expected the Whittlesea District
Adult Training and Support Services to pay the rent
for the premises. However, the service is moving
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from those premises -it has new premises -and it
never had a lease with anybody for that particular
location.
The department is shifting the blame for this
exercise on to its new funding arrangements. It says
the service must meet all the costs from the block
grant it receives to run all the services, conveniently
overlooking the fact that it already has a legally
binding contract to pay the rent for the premises for
which it signed a lease.
The service points out that it has already lost
funding of $130 000 a year because of the change to
unit cost funding. The impact is a decrease in office
staff and a decrease in program staff support,
leading to decreased program quality to clients,
decreased cleaning and maintenance staff support,
and decreased expenditure in all areas of operation
with increased fees for clients. Despite that, the
service is operating at a deficit of $18000. If it had to
pay the cost of the lease that would have an even
greater impact on clients.
The bottom line is that the fees clients pay for
services must be increased. Clients are already
receiving fewer services and paying more. I urge the
minister to look again at his department's behaviour
in walking away from a legally binding contract for
a five-year lease for those premises.

Railway crossings: Wodonga
Mr A. F. PLOWMAN (Benambra) - I direct the
attention of the Minister for Public Transport to the
railway system that dissects Wodonga which has led
to the creation of 18 railway crossings. That has had
a disastrous effect on traffic flow through a city the
size of Wodonga.
The railway crossing dissects not only the town; it
dissects the main street of the town. It has an
impeding effect on the natural growth and
development of the city.
Not only does it do that through the cities of
Wodonga and Albury, but the railway line between
the two tities has the sharpest bend between
Melbourne and Sydney. That has a dramatic effect
on trains running between the two capitals, and will
particularly affect the trains to be run on the
proposed national freight line between Melbourne
and Sydney that will be more than a kilometre long.
At their maximum efficiency they will run at about
80 to 100 kilometres an hour, but when going
around that bend they will have to reduce speed to

ADJOURNMENT

Wednesday, 7 September 1994

ASSEMBLY

about 30 to 40 kilometres an hour in order to stay on
the rails.
A transport review has been carried out by a task
force funded jointly by both state and federal
governments. It is my belief that the minister has
had a briefing from the chairman of the task force
about the results the task force interpreted from its
work and about the summary of its report.
In the event of that report coming out in favour of
either the railway being removed from the main
street in the centre of Wodonga - that is the
standard gauge railway line - or an alternative
system, I request that the minister act quickly and in
accordance with the results of that report.

May I suggest that he work on the opportunity to
extract as much as possible from the federal
government by way of the white paper delivered on
the basis of infrastructure expenditure in areas
external to Melbourne. I ask for the minister's
support on this matter.

Proposed Newport shopping complex
Mr BRACKS (Williamstown) - I direct my
question to the Minister for Finance, who is the
proponent of the sale of land on Melbourne Road,
Newport, which he would have as a shopping
complex similar to the Altona Gate shopping centre,
competing with both that shopping centre and the
Highpoint City shopping centre, which is about to
expand by 44 000 square metres. There is enonnous
opposition in Williamstown to this proposal.
The opposition is not about not wanting
competition. It is about wanting to ensure that the
assets that have been built up in the area are
protected and preserved. One of those assets is an
effective small business community that is trading
well, has already found a niche in the market and
can see no need for a duplication of either the
Highpoint or Altona Gate shopping centres.
There really is no justification for the complex. It
would be about two-thirds the size of the Altona
Gate shopping centre complex. The proposal is
based on the fact that people will spend more when
there is no increase or projected increase in
population in Williamstown. There is no great
increase in disposable income or people spending
money in the area. In fact retail sales are down in
clothing, footwear and foodstuffs. All it will mean is
that something will have to go. We know what will
go: the shopping centres that have been built up.

145

The Minister for Finance has the opportunity to look
at the other proposals that would work for that land,
particularly for a retirement village - which has
community support - or hOUSing, or some
combination of both. That would gain enormous
acceptance from the Williamstown community and
would be a winner for him as the proponent and
seller of the land.
The minister wishes to sell the land without cleaning
up the site. I suggest that the best and the easiest
way to do it is to cap the land with concrete and
build a shopping complex on the top. The hardest
way of doing it is to accept the responsibility as a
custodian for the property, it being old railway land,
and clean up the contamination, which is very low
level contamination.
I have no argument with the panel that has been set
up because it is something that the community will
accept as a process, but I ask the minister when
presenting his submission before the panel to look at
options other than the shopping complex option,
and to look at the site with a broader perspective
rather than that of just selling off the land to one
developer with one idea in mind.

Pontville
Mr PERRIN (Bulleen) - The matter I raise for the
attention of the Minister for Planning concerns the
historic property in the City of Doncaster and
Templestowe called Pontville, which is a
150-year-old building in a derelict condition. It is
presently located on the Yarra Valley metropolitan
path, which is managed by Melbourne Parks and
Waterways. Pontville is an historic building on
government land, and I am aware that the
government has funds available for the restoration
and preservation of government buildings on
government land.
I point out that the building is very important
because it is the oldest building in the City of
Doncaster and Templestowe. Major Charles
Newman, who built Pontville 150 years ago, was the
first settler to cross the Yarra River and settle on the
eastern part of the river, so it does hold a
tremendous historic significance.
I happen to be the chairman of the Pontville steering
committee, which is intent on preserving the historic
building, having it assessed and making sure it is
restored to its fonner glory. The committee is made
up of representatives of Melbourne Parks and
Waterways, the City of Doncaster and Templestowe,
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the Doncaster-Templestowe Historical Society, the
Warrandyte Historical Society and an officer from
the minister's heritage department.
The committee has applied to have Pontville listed
on the historic building's register and I am sure that
there will be a successful application given that the
homestead is 150 years old.
I have had tremendous support from the
community, the local rotary clubs and other
historical societies in Doncaster and Templestowe
wanting to make sure that Pontville is restored. The
honourable member for Warrandyte has been very
supportive because it is such an important project.
I hope that the minister will find his way clear in
putting some money towards the restoration of
Pontville because Melbourne Parks and Waterways
is likely to make a contribution, as is the City of
Doncaster and Templestowe. I hope that the
Victorian government will also make a contribution
to the restoration of this historic homestead, which
holds an historic significance for the whole of the
eastern suburbs of Melbourne.

Petrol pricing
Or COGHILL (Werribee) - The matter I raise for
the attention of the Premier concerns a large parcel
that I have with me. This morning the honourable
member for Murray Valley and I received petitions
from a deputation of concerned country people led
by Mr AIan Vickers, Mr Basil Cley, Mr Ern Trickey
and Mr Joseph 19ini, all from the Echuca area.
Those enterprising people, who range in age from
very senior years to middle aged people, have put a
lot of effort into circulating a petition in northern
and western Victoria expressing concern about the
level of petrol pricing, particularly the differential
between metropolitan and country petrol prices.
The Premier is most concerned about the matter.
Not long ago he visited East Gippsland, where the
petrol companies, in an extraordinary action,
reduced the price on the eve of his visit, which
tactically was an unwise and an impolitic thing to
have done. But it highlights the capacity of the
petrol companies to manipulate the price of petrol
according to their own whim rather than according
to the real costs of supplying and delivering fuel to
country areas. What is not well known is that in the
metropolitan area there is a very competitive
environment because the petrol companies have a
number of people who act as scouts and who
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monitor the prices at individual outlets of their
competitors.
When they see a movement in the price at one or
more of their competitor's outlets, they adjust the
prices at their own outlets accordingly. But, for
reasons that are obvious to all, there is a less
competitive environment in country areas. As a
consequence, the petrol companies take advantage
of the situation. I understand that the price
differential today, or at least this morning, between
Echuca and the metropolitan area was about
13 cents a litre whereas the delivery cost is less than
a 2-cent differential.
There is no excuse whatever for this antisocial
activity of the petrol companies. 1 ask the Premier to
follow through the things he said he would do
following his visit to East Gippsland and to
seriously take on the petrol companies' antisocial
behaviour and ensure that the people of country
Victoria have their genuine needs taken into account.
The SPEAKER - Order! The honourable
member's time has expired.

Bushfire mitigation
Mr McARTHUR (Monbulk) - I refer the
Minister for Natural Resources to the statements
made in the house this afternoon by his colleague
the Minister for Energy and Minerals regarding
mitigation work to reduce the risk of bushfires,
especially in the area I represent, the Dandenong
region, which is one of the most fire-prone areas in
the world. Fires in that area tend to be severe,
resulting in large losses of bushland, property and
on a number of tragic occasions, as you Mr Speaker
would be aware, large losses of life.
This issue is particularly relevant this year because a
serious drought is spreading southwards from
Queensland through New South Wales and seems to
be moving further into Victoria. I point out to the
house - I know you, Mr Speaker, are well aware of
this - that the Dandenongs contain significant areas
of natural bushland, areas that the people of
Melbourne enjoy on a regular basis. Those areas are
known throughout the world for their natural
beauty and they attract many visitors to the state.
The Dandenongs also contain some of the most
fire-prone bushland areas in the state. I need only
refer to the 1983 Ash Wednesday bushfires to
illustrate how severe the fires can be in those areas.
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The Country Fire Authority brigades in the area are
some of the best equipped, best trained and most
effective brigades of those in the Victorian CFA; that
means they are among the world's best. The CFA
has a reputation for being at the forefront, at the
cutting edge, of world teclmology and firefighting
ability, but in the case of a serious fire in the
Dandenongs the brigades are three orders of
magnitude below the capacity of a natural bushfire.
I ask that the minister keep a watching brief on the
weather situation in Victoria over the coming
months, that he regularly assess the condition of the
understorey - that is, the fuel source - in the
Dandenongs and other fire-prone areas and that he
develop contingency plans for fuel reduction
measures in late spring and early summer if the
drought gets worse. It is no good waiting until next
autumn; if we go into a bad drought in the coming
summer by then it may well be too la te.
I ask for some early action on the part of the
minister's department to prepare contingency plans
to ensure that the areas of bushland we all
appreciate are well protected in the coming fire
season if the weather does not treat us kindly in
Victoria.
The SPEAKER - Order! The honourable
member's time has expired.

West Gate Bridge: road signage
Ms MARPLE (Altona) - I raise a matter for the
Minister for Roads and Ports in another place and
ask the Minister for Industry and Employment to
convey to him my concern about the habit of drivers
changing lanes on the West Gate Bridge. Those of us
who live in the western area of Melbourne
appreciate the bridge and the easy access it gives us
to the other side, as we call it, of Melbourne.
The West Gate Bridge has a long history and we
know that many workers' lives were lost in the
building of it. The majority of drivers are regular
bridge users and are courteous. However, it has
been my observation over the past seven years that
drivers are changing lanes when they should not.
There has been a drop in the number of accidents on
the bridge because the speed limit has been reduced
to 80 kilometres an hour. There are unmarked lines
but that does not stop drivers moving from one lane
to another. It is when two lanes merge that accidents
occur. Signage should be erected at each end of the
bridge to point out the good sense of staying in one
lane. I believe there was signage indicating that but

147

it was removed. Such signage would benefit
everybody because it may save lives and reduce the
time drivers take to get to work. Will the Minister
consider the matter?

Oil and gas industry
Mr RYAN (Gippsland South) - The matter I
raise with the Minister for Industry and
Employment relates to the oil and gas industry in
Sale and the promotion of that industry on a group
basis not only with markets in Australia but
overseas. There are about 20 to 25 entities in Sale
which historically have been associated with the
development of the oil and gas industry in Bass
Strait.
With the passage of time, the dwindling supply of
oil and the growth and significar.ce of the gas
industry, particularly with Esso moving out of Sale
and taking its administrative headquarters to
Melbourne, the local markets that were once
available to those companies are no longer available.
Those companies as a combined unit have
broadened their horizons and marketed their
collective skills in regions beyond Bass Strait so they
can sell capacities in Australia and, more
particularly, offshore.
My query to the minister is in relation to his
department promoting the capacity of these
industries on a collective basis to sell their skills in
foreign markets, particularly in the Asian rim. I am
aware that there are opportunities in Vietnam in
particular and various other Asian countries, and
that several of the corr. panies in Sale such as Eastern
Instruments have recently concluded contracts
involving instrumentatit "1 services to BHP in its
oilfields in Vietnam. I wish to know the initiatives
being undertaken by the minister's department that
would serve to promote the capacities of those
industries to collectively sell their skills to foreign
markets, not only for the benefit of the local
industries but also for the benefit of Victoria and
Australia at large.

Responses
Mr MACLELLAN (Minister for Plaruting) - The
honourable member for Bulleen referred to historic
building funding. As the honourable member would
be aware, today's budget provides additional
funding for urgent works on historic buildings. The
honourable member for Warrandyte asked me to
consider the possibility of funding for Pontville,
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which is what remains of an historic homestead in
his electorate. The honourable member for
Warrandyte is not responsible in any way for that
property being in a fairly ruinous condition - I am
sure he would rather it was in better condition. It
just happens to be in his electorate.
With my usual goodwill, I am happy to make the
sum of $20 000 available under the program: $20 000
to the honourable member for Warrandyte and
$20 000 to the honourable member for Bulleen. That
amounts to $40 000, which is the sum announced as
part of the overall program for the restoration of the
Pontville homestead site.
Honourable members from all sides of the house
will be getting advice on the particular targets of the
program in their electorates. I hope they will take
advantage of that advice to highlight the merit of the
work being done to historic schools, hospitals and
government buildings - courthouses in
particular - across the state so as to retain the
heritage buildings in as sound a condition as
possible with the limited funds available.
The honourable member for Bulleen made a good
point in drawing attention to the significance of
Pontville, which is one of the oldest buildings in the
eastern area of Melbourne. It should lead to a better
appreciation of the pioneer spirit that led people to
the area. From the building of that homestead came
the development of the area into the modern suburb
we know today. The area will benefit from a
recognition of its early colonial period. The sum of
$40 000 is an appropriate amount. It was
recommended to me by the executive officer of the
Historic Buildings Council.
Mr COLEMAN (Minister for Natural
Resources) - The honourable member for Monbulk
referred to fire control, particularly in his electorate,
and more generally across the state. This year the
potential exists for a conflagration of some size.
Since early autumn the Department of Conservation
and Natural Resources has been conducting fuel
reduction burning right around the state. Burning
has continued throughout the winter. Given that
there has been a sustained period of below-average
rainfall it has been possible to maintain fuel
reduction burning. Substantial areas have been
burnt in the last seven or eight months, perhaps
equal to what was burnt in the previous two years.
A fortnight ago the government approved the
appointment of summer crews - people trained in
firefighting and a range of other activities. Those
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crews will be located in fire-sensitive areas and will
undertake further fuel reduction work by way of
burning or, in the case of the electorate of the
honourable member for Monbulk, slashing where
that is considered appropriate.
Those two issues suggest that we are perhaps as
well prepared as we have been for some time to
protect public land. The comments made earlier
today by the Minister for Energy and Minerals
suggest a preparedness across the state that will
equip us well for any outbreaks that may occur.
Given the sustained period of below-average
rainfall, some areas will not have the volume of
material to bum in any case. However, there is still
time for that situation to change. It is early
September and it is reasonable to expect that the
growth period will run through into November.
The government will be vigilant, but at present the
fire services are well equipped to handle any
outbreaks that may occur.
Mr GUDE (Minister for Industry and
Employment) - The honourable member for
Morwell raised for the attention of the Minister for
Roads and Ports in the other place a firm in his area
seeking a government contract, no. 2918. I shall refer
the matter to the minister, but in his remarks the
member referred to a government preference for
Victorian firms. I remind the honourable member
that a former Premier, the Honourable John Cain,
was largely responsible for the removal of state
preference arrangements in Victoria and, indeed, in
the commonwealth. Now that the Labor Party is in
opposition, the honourable member wants this
preference system reinstated. I agree with the
removal of state preference and support the
proposition that companies that are able to compete
constructively with the best price and most efficient
product and/or service should be rewarded with the
contracts.
I shall raise the matter for the attention of the
minister in another place to ensure that all
contractual arrangements regarding the matter
raised by the honourable member are considered.
The honourable member for Knox also raised for the
attention of the Minister for Roads and Ports in the
other place the problem of people being struck by
bicycles. During the course of his remarks he
seemed to think that an interjection from his
colleague the honourable member for Eltham
indicated that his colleague was not interested in the
matter he was raising. On the contrary, the
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honourable member for Eltham was expressing his
similar concern for citizens struck by people riding
bicycles. The honourable member called for
appropriate controls, and I shall direct the matter to
the attention of the minister so it can be examined.
The honourable member for Bundoora raised for the
attention of the Minister for Community Services the
Whittlesea District Adult Training and Support
Services group. She asked for funding support from
the Department of Health and Community Services
and she referred to a loss of $130 000 and an
operating deficit of $18 000. The honourable member
is concerned about continuing support for activities
operated by the group, including the rental of a
property at 2 Supply Drive, Epping. I shall direct
that matter to the attention of the minister. I regret
that I cannot respond other than to relay my
preparedness to refer the matter on.
The honourable member for Benambra raised for the
attention of the Minister for Public Transport the
problems of a rail terminal at Wodonga and the fact
that jOint funding is necessary to alleviate the
problems of the rail link going through that area.
The honourable member said it had the sharpest
bend on the rail system between Melbourne and
Sydney and that there were real difficulties at the
terminal splitting the Albury-Wodonga areas. I shall
refer the matter to the Minister for Public Transport.
I am sure he will follow up the serious
representations made so ably by the honourable
member for Benambra.
On his first day in this place the honourable member

for Williamstown raised for the attention of the
Minister for Finance a matter concerning a property
development in the electorate of Williamstown. I
congratulate him on his earlier speech in the
address-in-reply debate and welcome him to the
chamber.
The development has raised some local community
interest and has received a good deal of publicity. I
will not go over all the whys and wherefores of the
project but will draw to the attention of the minister
the honourable member's concerns on behalf of his
constituents.
The honourable member for Werribee raised a
matter for the attention of the Premier. I am glad the
honourable member has a strong back, because he
certainly had a heavy load of petitions he had
received from Mr Alan Vickers and three other
people in the Echuca area concerning petrol pricing.
The honourable member referred to the
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13-cent-a-litre levy disparity between the price of
petrol in metropolitan and country areas. If I
referred back to the time when his government was
in office I could say that that disparity has existed
for more than 10 years. I am thrilled to find that,
now that his party is no longer in office, he has a
renewed interest in rural Victoria.
The concerns expressed by the Premier were sincere.
I understand he has made representations to the
honourable member's colleagues in Canberra to see
what they may be able to do about the matter.
Control of petrol prices is a commonwealth matter,
not a state matter. The commonwealth fixes the
prices. The honourable member knows that, and I
can understand why he would be squirming in his
seat for having raised the matter. I will, nonetheless,
draw the matter to the attention of the Premier.
The honourable member for Altona raised a matter
for the attention of the Minister for Roads and Ports
in another place concerning drivers changing lanes
on the West Gate Bridge. The honourable member
made an interesting historical reference to the
bridge. As a person who has resided in the Geelong
area and commuted to Melbourne for 15 years, I
have probably crossed the bridge as many times as,
if not more than, most other members, and I
appreciate the problem raised by the honourable
member.
I will direct the matter to the attention of the
minister. I, like the honourable member, believe the
reduced speed limits and other controls that have
been put in place on the bridge, particularly at times
of high winds, together with the support given over
a number of years by the Victoria Police in achieving
sensible controls, have had a salutary effect. I guess
when people have completed their daily toil and are
heading home they sometimes lose concentration
and perhaps go a smidgen faster than they should.
Ms Marple interjected.
Mr GUDE - The honourable member says that it
takes place in the morning. Perhaps they are so
enthusiastic about being in Victoria that they are in a
hurry to get to work to make a contribution to the
growth and development of the state. I can
understand that. The nice thing about that is that in
the six months to June of this year 66 000 more
Victorians were able to do the same thing, because
66 000 new jobs were created.
The honourable member for Gippsland South raised
for my attention the development of and the
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problems that have been part of the oil and gas
industry in the Sale area. Following the movement
of the Esso company's headquarters from Sydney to
Melbourne, the change in that company and changes
in the general oil industry in the area, how do we
continue to provide opportunities for the competent
people - one might even say experts - who have
been trained to provide the support services and
infrastructure development which were part of the
emerging gas and oil industry in the Sale area and
which still exist for maintenance purposes?
Contact has certainly been made between the state
government and the people of Vietnam through
visits that both the Premier and I have made to the
area. I am pleased to advise the honourable member
that only a matter of eight weeks ago I was
privileged to join with the federal Minister for Trade
in officially opening the office of the Vietnam
Chamber of Commerce and Industry in St Kilda
Road, which is an indication of the closer links that
are being forged between Vietnam and this country
and state. Victoria is the only state where the
chamber of commerce has located, I think
Significantly for Sale, within the offices of the Metal
Trades Industry Association of Australia (MTIA),
because in the context the honourable member has
raised the matter the organisations that are located
in the Sale area are members of the association.
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I have no doubt that the MTIA, its sister chamber
from Vietnam and the governments of that country
and this state will do all they can to assist
organisations in that area to further enhance
employment opportunities both within fue
immediate Sale district and also in fields fuat are
likely to become more accessible, at least in terms of
job opportunities in ofuer parts of the state like
western Victoria, in the next 12 to 18 months, one
would hope, through fue activities of BHP and
ofuers and also, as the honourable member quite
rightly pointed out, in terms of export opportunities.
The honourable member is well aware that BHP has
established a major facility at Vung Tou in Vietnam
and that there are increasing business opportunities
in that area. No doubt fuey will be looking at fue
repository of knowledge, skill and capability that is
available wifuin this state, particularly in fue Barry
Beach-52-le area.
The SPEAKER - Order! The house stands
adjourned until next day.
House adjourned 10.47 p.m.

