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community. We urge the minister, however, to
examine the issue of the proliferation of knives and
the ability of young people, especially younger
teenagers, to obtain them, and to restrict the sale of
knives to people over the age of 18 years. The
opposition would welcome such a provision and
would cooperate on any further investigation into
means of restricting the sale of knives to young
people.
The SPEAKER - Order! Before calling the
honourable member for Glen Waverley, I seek to
clarify the position for the honourable member for
Yan Yean. Page 384 of May says:
The rules of the house ... forbid bringing certain
articles, notably weapons, into the chamber. Members
have been permitted to display articles (but not
weapons) to illustrate an argument in a speech.

Mr E. R. SMITH (Glen Waverley) - The
govenunent is extremely pleased that at long last
this bill is before the house and it is delighted that
the opposition supports it. It may be of interest to
honourable members to know, apropos of
Mr Speaker's remarks, that in the House of
Commons two red lines are drawn across the
chamber. In times past the lines were there to
separate members who brought their swords into
Parliament. Later, when weapons were banned, the
lines were retained as a means of reminding
members of the ancient tradition. The two red lines
are two-and-a-half swords' length apart.
As the honourable member for Yan Yean rightly
said, the bill has caused a vast amount of discussion
in the commWlity because most people want to see
knives banned. I shall produce figures to show how
widely knives are used in the execution of crimes.
The figures apply to a period of a fortnight, not a
year. The honourable member for Yan Yean referred
to the Premier and his carrying of a penknife. I also
include in the same group of people the Deputy
Commissioner (Operations), Mr Bob Falconer, who
also had a great deal of reserve about how the bill
would be put together. It is because of his influence
that the bill is now before the house.
Honourable members know that the Premier carries
a penknife and so does the deputy commissioner.
That was kept in mind when the bill was being
drafted!
It is valuable for honourable members to have some
idea of what the law says. If members of the
opposition would like copies of the charts that I
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have given out to govenunent members I shall
provide them. They will help us work out just where
we are going and from where we have come.
At present, there are three categories of weapons:
prescribed weapons, regulated weapons and
dangerous articles.
Prescribed weapons include flick-knives, butterfly
knives and knuckledusters - in general, offensive
weapons. Prescribed weapons are defined by
regulation. Police have the right to search for
prescribed weapons with or without a warrant.
There is no lawful excuse for carrying a prescribed
weapon other than under a limited exemption
approved by the Governor in Council after police
checks - for example, if the weapon is to be taken
toa museum.
The next category is regulated weapons - weapons
for other useful purposes - such as crossbows,
martial arts equipment and spear guns. Those
weapons are also defined by regulation. Regulatory
impact statements will apply to the inclusion of
knives in this category. That will clarify, for
example, the pOSition of collectors carrying
weapons. So collectors need not fear: the
government is not trying to prevent them from
acting in lawful ways that meet police requirements.
One interesting aspect of this category is that under
the guidelines people may have lawful excuses for
carrying those weapons, whether for lawful
employment - for example, a butcher carrying
butchers knives or a circus worker carrying circus
knives when on the job - duty or activity, sport,
recreation or a legitimate collection. The important
point is that the use of weapons in that category for
self-defence is not allowed.
The third category, dangerous articles, includes any
articles which can be adapted or modified to be
weapons or articles intended to be used as
weapons - for example, baseball bats, cricket bats
or fence pickets. That category also includes knives.
At present the police do not have the power to
search for dangerous weapons or regulated
weapons. The bill changes that. Lawful excuses for
carrying dangerous articles include lawful
employment, duty or activity, sport, recreation,
legitimate collection and self-defence. The bill takes
knives from the dangerous-article ca tegory and
places them in the regulated-weapon category, so
people carrying knives will no longer be able to
claim they are doing so for self-defence.
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Honourable members should remember that the bill
has been introduced at the behest of the police, as
have all bills introduced by the government dealing
with police powers. In other words, they are not
initiatives of the government alone. The government
has been happy to endorse and has sincerely
believed in what the police force has recommended;
but the proposed changes to the regulations have
not been introduced at the government's behest.
I shall give the house an example of the difficulties
caused by categorising knives as dangerous articles.
Police officers are called to a suburban nightclub. On
arrival they are introduced to two youths, who say
that they were threatened inside the nightclub by
two youths, one of whom was brandishing a knife.
Due to the poor lighting inside the club the youths
who were threatened are unable to describe the
knife in detail and police are unable to form a
reasonable belief that it is a prescribed weapon.
They therefore invoke the search powers available
under section 10 of the Control of Weapons Act
1990. When the two youths suspected of the offence
are asked whether either of them has a knife, one
youth admits he is carrying a knife but refuses to
produce it, saying that he has it only for self-defence.
Police are unable to take further action.
I shall give another example that honourable
members may have heard of. A girl crossing a city
bridge late one evening in company with two
friends was stabbed, for no apparent reason, by a
single male who had approached from the opposite
direction. Even if police officers had encountered the
attacker prior to the stabbing and asked him why he
was carrying a knife, they would have been
powerless to take the knife from him if he had
replied that he was carrying it for self-defence.
The government has cleverly managed to remove
knives from the dangerous-article ca tegory and
place them in the regulated-weapon category at the
same time as empowering police to search for
regula ted weapons in public places. The
government does not want these search powers to
be used on private premises. If police have cause to
believe something unlawful is taking place and take
out a warrant in the normal way, knives may well
turn up.
There has been a great deal of discussion of this
aspect of the legislation from the civil libertarian
point of view. The bill was sent for examination to
the Scrutiny of Acts and Regulations Committee,
which is chaired by the honourable member for
Doncaster. The committee gave it a clean bill of
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health. Many combinations and permutations were
considered prior to the introduction of the measure,
so the bill before the house is the best solution.
Clause 5 substitutes proposed new section 10(3),
which states:
If a request ... is made before the search takes place, the

member must comply with the request before
conducting the search.

In other words, if a person asks police officers to
identify themselves, they must give their names,
rank and places of duty. That can be done orally or
in writing. Police officers arriving at a nightclub
would normally give their names, tell the person
concerned that they suspect he or she has a knife
and search that person. The bill enables police
officers to do something they have not been able to
do in the past.

Earlier I mentioned regulatory impact statements.
The downside of the regulatory impact statement
process is that it will take about six months to collect
evidence to define what is meant by a 'knife'. Earlier
the honourable member for Yan Yean suggested that
people under 18 years should not be allowed to buy
knives. That proposal has already given lawyers
many headaches because there are practical
obstacles. The last thing the government wants to do
is stop members of the community from being able
to conduct their lawful business. Nevertheless, I
understand what the honourable member is getting
at.
Our son James, who is 12 years old, is in the scouts.
It was our decision as to whether he could have a
bowie knife. There is collaboration with the scout
leaders on the issue, and parents reserve the right to
refuse to let their children possess the knives, as is
only right. If the proposals of the honourable
member for Yan Yean are designed to achieve
similar controls over the use weapons such as those,
all honourable members would support them. That
is what the government is trying to do. But that
scenario illustrates the difficulties that could arise if
his proposals were adopted. Say, for example, that
my family was going camping and needed a set of
knives. James could be sent to Target to purchase
them. Perhaps to get around that problem he could
be sent with a note. The honourable member makes
a relevant and good point.
The opposition has at long last realised that the
government has conducted a great deal of research,
consulted the publiC and asked its own members to
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scrutinise bills dealing with police powers. The
former opposition spokesman, the honourable
member for Niddrie, and the honourable member
for Melbourne predicted all sorts of dreadful
outcomes would follow the changes that have been
made to police powers; but those changes have been
balanced by the extra disciplinary powers given to
the Chief Commissioner of Police.
The message received from the police force is that
the measures the government has taken to date have
been what the police require. They are sensible and
balanced to ensure that they will not be abused.
The suggestion by the honourable member for Yan
Yean is one the government will be pleased to
accommodate through the processes of the
regulatory impact statement and the provisions
regarding collectors and the like. The government
wants to get it right. It wants sensible input from
people like the honourable member for Yan Yean so
that the whole community will feel that the final
regulations provide the best possible protection.
Currently the community does not feel safe. A few
moments ago the police sent me some figures
outlining the incidence of knife use for the period
between 15 to 30 April. The figures will give
honourable members an idea of the widespread use
of knives. They indicate that during that period
knives were used on 32 reportable occasions. In the
same time span there was 1 incident involving an
axe or tomahawk, 16 cases involving cricket bats or
iron bars, 7 cases involving bottles and 21 cases
involving firearms. The use of knives is such a
common occurrence that the government wants to
stamp it out.
The police also sent me information outlining
16 incidents which occurred during the period of
10 February to 25 April. I will share with honourable
members just three of those.

On 10 February a shop owner was closing his shop
in Springvale when a male person entered and
asked for some cigarettes. The offender produced a
knife and demanded money but fled when the
victim also produced a knife. On 13 February at a
city hotel a male victim was involved in an
altercation with another male when a female slashed
the victim across the throat with a knife then kicked
and punched him. On 25 April a male offender
entered a service station in Clayton, produced a
knife, demanded money and then fled on foot. Those
incidents indicate the widespread use of knives. The
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whole community is extremely concerned. However,
the proposed legislation will address the problem.
The Age of 27 April contains an article headed,
'Violence simmers on the suburban streets'. It is
almost a daily occurrence for law-abiding citizens to
have their security threatened by people who, in
many cases, are out of control. The measures
proposed by the bill will certainly calm some of
those situations.
It is sad that Mr Les Twentyman, an independent
candidate for Williamstown, does not support the
proposed legislation, and he has given a number of
reasons in the media for that. Given his involvement
with youths, I would have thought he would have
liked to have seen this power given to police.
However, he thinks the police will abuse the power
and use it to harass young people. The government
and the police believe that is a furphy. The
government is trying to protect the whole
community, including young people, against an
increasing level of violence. The proposed
amendments will make police more accountable
because they will have to identify themselves. Soon
all police will be wearing name tags, anyway.

The provision will ensure that all civil libertarians I consider myself a civil libertarian and I think all
honourable members are, it just depends to what
degree - will be able to walk around at night
unafraid of being attacked, particularly by people
wielding knives. The proposed legislation will
certainly promote that.

Mr Twentyman probably wants people to be
allowed to carry knives and for police to be denied
an effective search power, but that will help no-one.
The problem must be tackled. It is pleasing that the
opposition is on side with the government on this
issue. All honourable members realise that people
from all levels of SOCiety feel threatened and that the
problem is not isolated and is widespread.
A terrible incident occurred a couple of months ago
at Glen Iris. Some young people in a
four-wheel-drive vehicle were attacked by a mob
who started to bash the car and then produced
knives. It frightened the living daylights out of the
victims. I have spoken to people who know the
young victims and how they escaped completely
unscathed, I do not know. Luck must have been on
their side. However, the results could have been
tragic purely because of an irresponsible group in
SOCiety, the members of which see themselves as big
men if they are brandishing or hiding knives.
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During the next six months the government must
use the regulatory impact statement process to
educate the community. It must also receive more
submissions, such as those of the honourable
members for Yan Yean and Keilor. Honourable
members will be able to generate publicity in their
local areas that when police have a reasonable
suspicion they will have the power to search people
in public -not in private.
The provisions in the bill will help the police curb
the gangs. The government knows it is not the
perfect answer. If other incidents occur and other
advice or suggestions are provided, the government
will entertain that advice to enable people to feel
more secure on the streets and in places of public
entertainment, such as nightclubs. I have pleasure in
recommending the bill to the house and wish it a
speedy passage.
Mr COLE (Melbourne) - I support the bill. As so
often happens when debating bills of this nature, I
am pleased to speak after the honourable member
for Glen Waverley, who spoke in his usual strident
fashion. I am pleased to hear he says we are all civil
libertarians, it is only a question of degree. The
honourable member for Glen Waverley knows at
which end of the spectrum he is; there has never
been any doubt about it. A good thing about his
contributions to debates and his sincerity is that
honourable members always know where he stands.
The opposition has serious concerns about the
Control of Weapons (Amendment) Bill and its
proposal to outlaw the use of knives not only
because of the deprivation of civil liberties but also
because of doubts about whether the problems will
be resolved. I am certain the minister has pondered
the different problems associated with the control of
weapons, particularly knives. The opposition wishes
to examine that issue and whether this bill will
resolve the problem.
It is hard to argue against the proposed change with

respect to self-defence being an excuse for carrying a
knife. In the normal course of events the opposition
would not accept that concept. We would not accept
it in relation to guns or knives. The government is
increasing the power of the police to search for
knives by changing the categories into which they
fall. That of itself is one thing we are not so
concerned about because the police can do that
anyway and it is pretty hard for them to know at the
time they go looking for a weapon whether they will
find a knife or something else.
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The government's timing is again good: opposition
members have to talk about knives after having
gone through some pretty amazing experiences. It is
certainly character building. Some of the people in
gangs with knives in some areas of Melbourne are
probably only a working-class version of the way
they see the bourgeoisie carrying on in politics. We
do some terrible things to people and the only thing
missing is the actual knife. I know the Minister for
Police and Emergency Services is concerned about
my career. I would say this is the first time in five
and a half years that I have actually backed a
winner. I have relinquished my position of
leadership of the kamikaze faction; it has been taken
over by the honourable members for Sunshine and
Niddrie. The other night as the Premier was walking
through the bar - I was not walking through but
intending to stay there for some time - the Premier
suggested that I would not give up that easily and
that he was sure I would be back there. Coming
from the Premier, who is the patron of the kamikaze
faction in view of some of the things he has done,
induding the phrase 'bungee jumping without the
ropes', that is a great statement
It is a cause for concern that the bill will not solve

the problem. Giving the police extra powers to
search for weapons and taking away the self-defence
argument will not stop the problem of gangs and
knives, it will simply allow the police to search for
those things.
I agree with the honourable member for Glen
Waverley that it is lamentable such crimes exist.
However, they have been around for a long time,
and even go back to around the time of Charles I.
There is a rule about bringing weapons into this
house, other than the mace, which is not a weapon
you can carry under your jumper.
The bill will not resolve the problem even in the
important types of cases raised by the honourable
member for Glen Waverley because an armed
robber with a kitchen knife or butter knife, both of
which are quite deadly weapons, cannot be stopped
under the proposed legislation. It is not necessarily a
prudent thing for armed robbers to carry prescribed
weapons, so they do not. Someone could use a
picket or a piece of four-by-two to commit a robbery
and nothing could be done to stop it. Problems
always arise when we try to define the issues.
When a former Minister for Police and Emergency
Services, Steve Crabb, tried to do a similar thing the
first bill produced was quite extraordinary: under its
provisiOns a common ballpoint pen, commonly
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known as a biro, could have been considered a
weapon. In fact, a ballpoint pen could be used as an
extreme form of weapon. You can do all sorts of
things with a biro.
Mr McNamara interjected.
Mr COLE - Yes, in the eye and other places. It is
hard to produce appropriate definitions because any
instrument can be damaging and dangerous per se.
The more severe examples, such as the daggers,
knives and so on carried by 15 or 16-year-old kids the majority are under 18 -are used infrequently.
Although young people claim they carry such
weapons for self-defence they are really almost
status symbols.
While there are major problems they are not
problems of the kind mentioned by the honourable
member for Glen Waverley. Australian Institute of
Criminology studies of violent assaults and knife
attacks show that by and large people involved in
those types of incidents are members of particular
groups in SOCiety. The fact that they occur in night
clubs can be addressed. Following each major
incident the police have met with night club owners
to address the problem. Most night clubs employ
bouncers who would not admit a person who was
carrying a weapon. Most honourable members
would probably have trouble getting in, but if a
member did get in he or she would not be allowed
to carry a weapon. On the other hand, it is hard to
detect some weapons because they are easily
concealed.
It is difficult to define what constitutes a weapon.
Even when definitions are drawn up, items such as
bread knives, biros and pieces of four-by-two can be
used by anned robbers. The bill will not solve
neither that problem nor the problem of groups of
kids in the western suburbs and other places like
Dandenong using weapons when they are involved
in brawls, or rumbles as they were known in the
19505. I am not saying that the police should not
have power to disperse them - that is easy, they
drive their cars up as they have traditionally done or search for weapons, which is obviously
appropriate if they believe people are carrying
prescribed weapons, but that will not solve the
problem.
The problem is a symptom of the much greater
problem of kids who are unoccupied or unemployed
being on the streets. This is not new: the rate of
medium and long-tenn youth unemployment is no
less than 20 per cent and may even be as high as
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50 per cent. In those circumstances people gather in
groups to talk, which leads to a desire to exercise
some authority.
Although we have to go through this process - I do
not mean to be disrespectful to the Minister for
Police and Emergency Services and the honourable
member for Glen Waverley - we are looking at the
quick-fix solution of extending police powers and
not the more important issue of long-term youth
unemployment. It is not a solution to introduce
powers allowing police to search for weapons to
overcome the fundamental problem of youth
unemployment. 'That is my concern about the
government and the honourable member for Glen
Waverley. They believe if the police are doing their
job quelling the masses somehow these kids will
stop doing what they are doing.
The house has debated the drug problem on other
occasions. One of the fundamental problems with
the use of knives in armed robberies is that the
robberies are done by people on drugs. We can go
down the path of punitive action for the use of
drugs, but we should look at solutions that require
an open mind and in-depth study and not try to
solve the problem from the direction taken by the
honourable member for Glen Waverley. Unless we
go to the cause of the problem we will end up like
the United States of America, which has all these
powers. It has taken a punitive approach and it has
not worked, and the American cities are not much
different from ours. Australia is more enlightened,
thank God; but the problem has not been resolved
over there, nor will it be resolved here.
The opposition will continue to argue that these
approaches are not the solutions to the problem.
They never have been and never will be. They are a
method by which people appear to be doing
something.
I know many government members will speak on
this bill. Conservatives love to debate law and order
issues and often talk about the control of weapons
being a panacea. When it comes to sentencing laws
and prisons they are over the moon.
Mr Turner interjected.
Mr COLE - The honourable member for
Bendigo West said that is why the people voted for
him. I do not think that is right. I think the former
Labor government got a few things wrong, but I do
not think the present government's mandate was
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gained because of what it is doing about law and
order issues.
Everyone is trying to grab the middle ground on law
and order. The honourable member for Glen
Waverley is to the right of centre, but his solution of
taking a harsher approach to drug use will not work.
If honourable members opposite believe their
approach will solve the problem they should go and
tell the community about it. The truth is that
weapons are not the problem: social discord and
unemployment are the problems.
The government is avoiding the issue by introducing
harsh laws and increasing penalties. We have
mammoth unemployment, isolation and dislocation
in the community.
The honourable member for Momington is not
present in the chamber -perhaps he is taping my
speech and monitoring every word in his office!
That may overstate my importance. He will say,
'Don't come in here with your bleeding heart. These
people are terrible'. That may be true, but the
opposition says this approach will not solve the
problem of weapons in the community: there will
still be major problems with the use of knives. The
bill does not cover the area of armed robbery and
assaults which may occur with legitimate weapons
such as the breadknife or, worse still, the envelope
opener.
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That argument was used in the United States of
America for the carrying of guns. We now see the
most complicated problem regarding the use of
hand guns: each year in that country something like
50 000 people are killed by hand guns alone. The
fear is that if you do not carry a hand gun you will
not be able to defend yourself, and that leads to
everyone carrying a hand gun and often using it
before they should. However, it would be unfair to
the United States to say that it alone has that
problem. I disagree with it, but that is easy for me to
say because I do not live in the United States of
America and am not subject to those difficulties.
However, in Australia the carrying of illicit and
dangerous articles for self-defence never has been
and never will be accepted. For that reason I
strongly support that part of the Bill. In my days in
the law that argument was always regarded as
inappropriate. There may be legitimate reasons for
carrying knives, which must be considered. For
example, it is possible that a person will carry a
knife for a purpose other than to inflict harm upon
another. So I accept that the self-defence argument is
of some concern to the police.
There have been problems with the search powers.
In the past, if police officers suspected a person of
carrying a weapon they would search that person
without a warrant. I am not saying the police were
acting illicitly when they did that; but it would not
be stretching the point to say that there is a fine line
between a dangerous article and a prescribed
weapon. The police officers concerned would decide
whether the person had such a weapon and whether
they needed to get a search warrant - that would
not be done - rather than their just assuming it was
a prescribed weapon. If for whatever reason they
believed the person had a weapon, off they went.

I agree with the honourable member for Glen
Waverley regarding the issue of self-defence. When I
appeared in court as a solicitor I argued the Wilson v.
Kuhl defence, which was that self-defence was an
excuse for carrying a knife or other weapon. A
self-defence argument could be that I was seeking to
defend myself but was carrying a knife for some
other purpose, or that I was carrying a knife because
I thought I might be attacked by somebody. That
attitude leads to a proliferation of the problem of
people carrying weapons. It probably has led also to
non-intervention by police because it required them
to go to court and prove that it was self-defence, a
reverse onus of proof. We do not have grounds for
saying that a person should have the right to carry a
weapon to use for self-defence because it
presupposes there will be some attack upon him.

In recent years police have alleged they have not had
the capacity to search for weapons. Although the
legislation is being changed to include knives in the
regulated-weapon category, I do not believe the
police were prohibited from searching for knives in
the past - but that is another story. One would not
want to say the police should not have the power
because, in spite of the views I hold on the matter,
the community needs some protection from people
who carry weapons - and knives in particular.

The self-defence argument should be taken in
context. I accept the minister's argument and that of
the police for imposing these restrictions, but I do
not believe we can argue self-defence to allow
people to carry various weapons.

I do not have any great objection to the change. I do
not like the idea of people carrying knives. I do not
carry one myself, although if I want one to carve-up
my apple I should be allowed to. That is covered by
the bill, which is highly desirable.
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Mr Cooper interjected.
Mr COLE - Yes, either party! An apple knife
would not be enough in the party room, more's the
pity. In my case the Special Operations Group
would be needed to assist me!
Once again the government's timing has been pretty
good. Thank God it did not bring this bill on for
debate on Tuesday! The opposition supports the bill
and accepts the intent and sincerity with which it is
proposed. Members of the opposition disagree with
some parts and have concerns about the handling of
the youth crime problem. The opposition believes
the bill will not do anything other than give the
police force extra powers to address the problem.
The bill will not solve the problem; certainly it will
not solve the sorts of problems raised by the
honourable member for Glen Waverley.
As I said, the opposition supports the bill. I know
the honourable member for MOmington will attack
the opposition yet again for feigning support but in
effect speaking against everything.
An honourable member interjected.
Mr CO LE - What a shame. He should be
speaking to it; he is a very important contributor.
The opposition supports the bill even though it
believes it will not solve the fundamental problems
underlying the violent use of knives. That would
require a much broader approach than that taken by
the bill.
Mr KILGOUR (Shepparton) - I am pleased to
support the Control of Weapons (Amendment) Bill,
which is important to law and order in Victoria. On
coming to government the coalition promised
Victorians a safer state, and the bill will help to
deliver that. I disagree with the honourable member
for Melbourne, who suggested the government
believes the bill will solve all the problems of youth
crime in Victoria.
I have travelled with police officers on their
Saturday night shifts. Any honourable member who
does so will gain a better understanding of the
frustrations experienced by members of the police
force when they cannot search somebody for a
weapon they believe he is carrying. For many years
police have asked for the power to search people for
knives. It is high time they were given that
opportunity.
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After listening to the honourable member for
Melbourne, I am not surprised that the streets of
Melbourne are not safe for our youth. Given the
thoughts that the honourable member expressed, it
is no wonder that that is the case after 10 years of
Labor government. The coalition is trying to do
something about the problem. I believe the bill will
go some way towards making the streets and trains
safer, particularly for women and children. The
police already have authority to search for
prescribed weapons such as flick-knives,
knuckledusters and so on; but problems arise
because they do not have the authority to search for
knives. Unfortunately there are more gangs carrying
knives than ever before.
I am a member of the parliamentary Crime
Prevention Committee and am involved with the
Public Transport Corporation. It is interesting to see
the damage done to trains by people wielding
knives. Nobody can say that people travelling on
trains do not carry knives. Train seats are often
slashed and the walls and floors are carved-up, all
because people are carrying knives with the
malicious intent of doing damage, not only to public
property but also to other people.
Unfortunately many people carry knives because
they fear being molested by people who are bigger
than they are. Young boys of 10,11,12 and 13 are
carrying knives because they are concerned that they
will be confronted by people they cannot deal with
unless they pull a knife. The situation is serious
because those young people can have their knives
taken from them and used against them by people
who are bigger and stronger.
The police need to be given the power to search the
people who are carrying knives with an intent to do
grievous bodily harm. The legislation does not target
individuals who have lawful reasons for carrying
knives. People have said some ridiculous things
about the possible uses of the legislation. It is not
about the butcher who leaves his butcher shop with
his knives strapped to his belt to walk down the
street to get a daily paper. Obviously the police must
have reasonable cause for believing that a person
carrying a knife intends to use it unlawfully.
If, for instance, the Minister for Police and

Emergency Services were carrying a knife on the
way from his home to his vineyard on the other side
of Nagambie and he happened to stop in the main
street of the town to buy some lunch and the knife
with which he was going to cut the grapes from the
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vine was hanging from his belt, we would not
expect the minister to be charged
However if one is confronted by a gang of youths on
a train or in a dark street at night and a knife is
wielded, obviously the police will suggest they have
reasonable cause to believe the knife should be taken
from that person.
The police statistics show that from March to
December 1990,1411 offences involving the use of
knives were reported - almost double the number
of reported offences involving the use of firearms.
The illegal and harmful use of knives in that period
resulted in 32 homicides, 354 robberies and 711
assaults. Is it any wonder that the government'is
acting responsibly in introducing legislation that
will give the police an opportunity to at least curb
the use of knives in our community?
The statistics demonstrate what the police have
discovered as a result of their investigations. One
wonders how many more incidences of the illegal
use of knives will be recorded when police are given
the opportunity of searching citizens.
The bill provides for a member of the police force,
who has reasonable cause to believe a person is
carrying in his possesSion in a public place a
prescribed weapon which could harm another
person" to search that person. The police officer must
inform the person of the grounds of his belief and,
without a warrant, the person or his belongings may
be searched. As the parliamentary committee
discovered when examining the issue of safety on
public transport, people may carry knives and other
weapons in bags or conceal them in other ways.
The other night, when watching television, I thought
of this legislation when I saw the movie, Crocodile
Dundee. Many people will remember the character in
the movie, Mick Dundee, walking the streets of New
York with a crocodile knife in the back of his jeans.
At one stage when he was confronted by local lads
who produced a flick-knife, Mick pulled out his
crocodile knife and said, 'You call that a knife - this
is a knife!' Of course the honourable member for
Yan Yean would never be seen walking around the
streets of Melbourne with a crocodile knife, but if he
did I suspect the police would ask him why he was
carrying it. I would not expect the Mick Dundees of
this world to be carrying such knives around the
city - there are not too many crocodiles on the
streets of Melbourne!
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If someone were carrying a knife, a police officer
would be entitled to ask why he or she was carrying
it. The officer must give his name, rank and place of
duty if he is to conduct a search.

I congratulate the Minister for Police and Emergency
Services on giving the police the support tha t they
look for from him and from the government. I have
much pleasure in saying that the bill will help the
police lose that sense of frustration in not being able
to search people. It will give them a better
opportunity of trying to control the use of knives in
our community.
Mr SEITZ (Keilor) - I commend the Minister for
Police and Emergency Services for his swift action
on this issue. I raised the matter in the house last
October and November. I also commend the
government for its support of the minister.
I have some concern about civil liberties, which may
be infringed when one introduces any controls into
SOCiety. However in this case Parliament should deal
with this matter in a bipartisan manner.
The carrying of knives causes concern in my
electorate. I brought the matter to the attention of
the house when Chris Evans, a journalist on a local
newspaper, had a bad experience in a shopping
centre and later commenced a local newspaper
campaign about the problem. On that day my
electorate assistant had picked up her child and was
walking home; both witnessed what happened in
the city square at Keilor. Unless and until a person
witnesses such an attack, such a fear in society
cannot be understood..
Everyone talks about the use of knives. One should
also think about hedging shears, the blades of which
can be spread and used as knives, or the other exotic
weapons we use as garden tools; one may then
realise that such incidents can be horrific.
We should also educate the community. As a former
teacher I know from 20 years experience what can
happen with knives. Some years ago because of
some gang problems in St Albans the police and
special community groups were used to try to
educate society that the answer is not simply
confiscation, that education is also important. I urge
the police, with the additional powers the legislation
will give them, to get the message across particularly
to young people about the foolhardiness of carrying
tools that have been modified into weapons.
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As a teacher I was always on guard, as teachers are
now, particularly in technical schools where boys
can manufacture anything. Honourable members
may remember the ninja series on television, with
the Japanese using their special weapons. Teachers
used to examine the purposes for which boys were
using the technical school workshops to ensure it
was not to manufacture such offensive weapons.
Today it is easy to buy a portable drill or a grinder,
costing less than $100; that machinery is readily
available to turn a harmless implement into a
dangerous weapon. I am sure that statement would
be endorsed by the police.
Migrant resource centres could be used as a starting
point to show recent arrivals to this country that we
do not carry weapons, that our society is civilised.
Many migrants come from countries where murder
with primitive weapons - perhaps home made
weapons - was common; many in those countries
used such weapons to defend themselves.
Parliament has a responsibility to educate people. I
welcome the fact that police will be given extra
power but all members of the community must feel
safe in moving and living within their areas. Today a
culture is developing where gangs of young people
wander around - but they may only be friends and
will not cause trouble. Our culture makes us think
that a gang will cause problems; that if confronted
on a footpath you must move aside. That happens in
the United States of America, and that culturewere it to occur here - should be stamped out.
I commend the local newspaper for commencing the
campaign which was then adopted by local
members of Parliament. Chris Evans talked about 20
related offences. A couple of years ago my son was
confronted by a person with a knife in a hotel disco.
That experience makes one realise what can happen.
When people are killed or injured in a school bus
accident, everyone is upset; but when something
happens in broad daylight, in the middle of a
shopping centre, no-one takes much notice. Society
must be educated about the use of dangerous
weapons.
The bill goes part of the way toward doing that by
giving certain powers to the police. I urge the
government to take up the matter of educating new
settlers in Australia. I came to Australia as a refugee
from a war-tom country. In my country it was
normal to carry weapons. When immigrants come to
Australia they often continue with the culture of
carrying weapons until they are educated. Although
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they may not carry guns, they may carry other
weapons such as knives.
Self-defence classes teach diSCipline only in theory.
Often those who have learnt the martial arts do not
abide by that discipline. When they are drunk or
have taken drugs and lost control they use the
methods they have learnt, often with weapons. Such
courses should be monitored because they can breed
violence and toughness.
Governments should steer youth towards sporting
activities, not self-defence courses. I hope the Crime
Prevention Committee will further examine the
details of the legislation to prevent further violence
in SOCiety. I support the bill.
Mr TRA YNOR (Ballarat East) - I support the
Control of Weapons (Amendment) Bill. There are
10000 stories in a naked city, but I shall speak about
one or two incidents in which I have been involved.
The first relates to an incident when I was a police
supervisor one Saturday night in my home town of
Ballarat. A 22-year-old constable who had been in
the police force some 12 months was called out to a
Ballarat nightclub brawl in which knives were used.
One 17-year-old boy had been slashed across the
face and when his girlfriend went to his aid she was
stabbed in the jaw. The girl was taken to hospital
because a nerve was severed under her cheekbone.
As a result she lost her sense of smell. The police
officer had information about those involved in the
stabbing but did not have the power to search for
weapons.
I went to the hospital and spoke to the mother of the
young girl. She asked, 'Did you get him?'. I said that
I did not. She said, 'My daughter's friends said there
was a fellow dressed in a blue jacket and he is the
one who stabbed her'. I said, 'Sorry, but my police
officer is going by the rules and has no power to
search'.
I was faced with an emotional problem; the
daughter was seriously injured and the mother was
asking me what I was going to do about it. She was
looking for advice from me as an officer with 26
years experience. What did I do? I went back to the
nightclub and made some inquiries. I had no
evidence to suggest that the man in the blue jacket
was the person who stabbed the young girl. I
grabbed hold of him and dragged him out of the
nightclub. By doing that I probably assaulted him. I
had no reason to search him. I then took him around
into the back lane - I did not give him a
thumping - took off his jacket, searched him and
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found the knife. I had to weigh up whether I was
acting legally or illegally. I acted illegally. Firstly, I
deprived him of his liberty; and secondly, I
assaulted him by taking away the knife. But at the
end of the day I had the offender. The mother was
happy he was caught. He went to court and justice
was done.
The bill addresses the problem police have in
searching people. A police officer who has a
reasonable belief that a person is carrying a knife
should have the power to search. If a knife is found
on that person, it is taken to the police station and
recorded in the property book and the property
book is signed and countersigned. The bill provides
for those safeguards.
Another incident in which I was involved related to
bikies, such as the Hells Angels, the Chosen Few and
the Vikings. One night I went to an hotel that was
smashed to smithereens. When I arrived there were
men and women yelling and screaming. People
were lying everywhere. They had been hit with
baseball bats and a couple were stabbed. One man,
who had been stabbed with a kitchen knife, was
lying on the floor with his insides hanging out.
These are the problems that confront the police all
the time. What action does one take? The
honourable member for Melbourne, being a legal
eagle, would know that policemen in my time have
had to go outside the law to achieve their objectives.
At times I have done things when I have not had the
power, but at the end of the day justice has to be
seen to be done. It is a difficult situation unless one
is on the spot. There has been enough media
attention paid to these matters. The community is
concerned about weapons and the government is
reacting to their needs. Young policemen today are
faced with the problem of not knowing what to do. I
am the first to admit that in the past I have had to
breach the law to search people for weapons. I
support the bill.
Mr TURNER (Bendigo West) - I support the
Control of Weapons (Amendment) Bill. I listened
intently to what honourable members have said and
agree with much of what the honourable member
for Melbourne said. The main purpose of the bill is
contained in the last paragraph of the
second-reading speech, which makes clear the aim
of the bill:
The government believes the bill will assist in making
Victorian streets and other public places, for example
discos, safer places in which to travel or congregate. At
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the same time, all current legitimate uses of knives will
continue to remain lawful.

I participated in a number of discussions that were
held during the development of the legislation and
agree with the honourable member for Melbourne
that it will not solve all the ills. I am sure no
honourable member thinks it will.
Statistics on offences involving weapons reported
between March and December 1993 show that 529
serious assaults involved the use of either bars and
clubs, or bottles and glasses. There were also 711
knife offences. The honourable member for Yan
Yean said he would like to see research undertaken
on the law prohibiting people under 18 from
purchasing weapons. That subject needs serious
consideration. I do not think an age limit of 18 will
solve the problems. In real life a biro can be a
dangerous weapon; it depends on what you do with
it.
The legislation attempts to address the problem of
people assaulting others in discos and on the streets.
It does not address the problem of offensive
weapons in the home because the power to search
does not extend to homes. The problem of armed
hold-ups involving weapons is a separate issue. The
bill gives police more power to search persons they
believe, on reasonable grounds, to be carrying
weapons. That is an important pOint.
The honourable member for Ballarat East mentioned
some of the problems he faced in the past. I have
had similar experiences. It is important to send the
police force and the public the clear message that the
government and Parliament will not tolerate people
carrying knives in public places for anything other
than lawful purposes. The coalition went to the last
election - I interjected when the honourable
member for Melbourne mentioned this point - with
a strong law and order policy and the bill fulfils part
of the message it was trying to deliver.
I am sure honourable members will not argue about
the reasonable powers being given to police. The
honourable member for Ballarat East was correct
when he said that in the past the police were sent
onto the streets without the proper tools and powers
to perform their duties. The honourable member for
Melbourne hinted that in the past police have had
sufficient powers and that if they did not they
undertook their duties by other means.
Mr Cole - Did you have a knife to cut the twine
on newspapers?
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Mr TURNER - Yes, 1 did. Why not give the
police sufficient powers to do something about the
gangs on the streets and the people who go into
discos with knives in their belts or down their socks?
Surely the community would agree that police
should have reasonable powers to carry out their
duties. I commend the minister on the bill and
honourable members for their broad acceptance of
the legislation, which 1 reiterate is a continuation of
the government's clear message to the people that it
is building a safer Victoria.
Mr }ENKINS (Ballarat West) -1 support the bill.
The question is: why change? History shows that
many people, including farmers, rabbiters, hikers,
scouts, goldminers, timber-cutters and tradespeople
need to carry knives that could be described as
weapons. That used to cause few problems, but
society has changed in the past decade and there is
no doubt that some ethnic people in whose countries
of origin it is the norm to carry knives for
self-defence rather than as weapons follow the same
custom in this country. Their attitude is similar to
that of farmers and tradespeople who have
traditionally carried knives.
Other speakers mentioned Crocodile Dundee and
raised the question of what is a knife. When Mick
Dundee, the innocent crocodile hunter who went to
New York, was suddenly confronted by a gang
member carrying a flick knife as a weapon, he
produced the knife he used to tackle crocodiles,
which was a tool of his trade. One can see both sides
of the argument: although knives are important
instruments for many people, we must distinguish
between need and abuse.
The bill attempts to address the problem by enabling
police to search criminals and offenders and take
appropriate action, but there has to be
understanding and tolerance of those who use
particular items as tools of their trade. I trust that
when they have the power to search, the police will
not see a need to search tradesmen such as butchers
or be overzealous in their enforcement of the law. I
am sure commonsense will prevail. Many items
classed as offensive weapons are needed for
everyday use.
How will people be affected by the bill? Security is
one of the most important elements. If we can
change the community's attitude to the use of knives
by gangs - I hope it will change as a result of the
legislation -we will feel more secure and happier
about those who wish to exercise their democratic
rights and carry knives. People will be able to catch
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a train or bus or walk down the street without
fearing that somebody will come up behind them
with a dangerous weapon for some malicious
purpose.
The problem is not as apparent in Ballarat as it
appears to be in other areas, such as in some
metropolitan suburbs. With respect, that is probably
because Ballarat does not have gangs concentrated
in particular areas. Also there are no gangs, such as
those in the city, in Ballarat. It could also be a result
of the actions taken by the honourable member for
Ballarat East who, when he was a senior police
sergeant in Ballarat, took a strong view of people
carrying weapons. Whatever it is, it has worked. I
am sure that Ballarat is a far safer place in which to
walk than some suburbs of Melbourne. I
compliment the former senior sergeant and his
efforts in that regard.
The amendment foreshadowed by the honourable
member for Yan Yean has some merit, but it will not
solve the problem of young people carrying knives.
People under 18 years of age still have access to
cigarettes and alcohol even though they are
restricted from legally purchasing them, and that
will be the case with weapons.
I am sure male members of Parliament remember
that one of the greatest gifts they had when they
were young lads was the penknife from grandma or
mum at Christmas. I remember even having one or
two sheath knives with blades about 6 or 7 inches
long which I used for whittling, scouting or cutting a
bunch of grapes from a vine. Those uses for knives
should be allowed to continue and people should be
allowed to carry knives for such purposes.
This is an important bill. It will assist to make our
community a much safer place because, as was said
earlier, it will allow better control of the wrong use
of weapons. I trust that the bill will improve society
and produce a much more pleasant community in
which to live. I support the bill.
Mr LUPTON (Knox) - I support the bill which
has been through a long examination process by the
government's bills committee. Honourable members
will agree that the measure will not solve the
problem, but it will act as a deterrent and enable
police to check people who they suspect are carrying
knives. The carrying of knives is un-Australian. It is
a culture which has been brought to this country by
people who have chosen to come here to live.
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Only last weekend I was at a market in Dandenong
and discovered a stall at which people were queuing
up to buy knives. Some ethnic people were queuing
up to buy meat cleavers. I do not care what anybody
says, a person who buys knives at stalls such as that
one do not intend to use them to whittle wood, in
scout groups or to cut grapes; they have ulterior
motives.
This knife culture is becoming more apparent in
younger groups. I accept that some people use
knives to peel their fruit and cut cotton threads off
their clothing, but using knives for unuseful
purposes is un-Australian. As people from different
ethnic cultures arm themselves with various types of
implements, Australians start carrying knives. It has
become a matter of self-defence. The bill will enable
the police to search for weapons when they have
reasonable cause. That is a fundamental aspect of
the bill.
During debate on the victim impact statement
legisla tion I referred to a case concerning a young
man who had been held up at a service station by a
girl who had walked into that service station and
who had held a knife to his neck while robbing the
till. I was in that service station last Monday night, a
fortnight after the robbery, and asked that same
young man how things were going. He told me
about how he had been held up two weeks before
and that as a result he was leaving his job. He is
giving up his job because some female was able to
walk up to him, hold a knife to his neck and threaten
his life while stealing money from the till. That same
person could be walking around the streets today
wi th a knife and police have no right to check to see
if she carries a weapon.
The bill gives the police the powers they require
without infringing on anybody's civil liberties. Civil
liberty arguments were put up during the
examination of the bill by the bills committee, which
examined it over 12 months while also working with
the Attorney-General's committee. In a nutshell the
legislation gives to police the powers they need to
stop, apprehend and search a person they believe is
carrying a knife for illegal purposes - that is, for
purposes other that paring fruit, cutting tomatoes
and soon.
The bill introduces a fundamental law that should
have existed years ago. It is not taking away
people's rights; it is giving people the right to feel
protected so that they can walk down the street in
the knowledge that the police will intervene,
apprehend and search people who carry knives for
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illegal purposes. It will not solve all problems but
will go a long way in assisting the police to create a
safe atmosphere in the community. The government
is all about making Victoria a safe place in which to
live.
As I said earlier, it is un-Australian to carry knives.
In the old days we used fists. Any fighting that was

done was done behind the back shed. The new
culture of carrying knives or meat cleavers is
unacceptable. The Minister for Police and
Emergency Services should be congratulated for
taking this great step forward for the protection of
people.
Mr ROWE (Cranboume) - As a past member of
the Victoria Police Force it is with great pleasure that
I support the bill. I do so because of the problems
which are emerging in my electorate of gangs of
youths invading schools. The most recent occurrence
was at the Cranbourne Secondary College where a
group of youths entered the school. One youth
produced a knife and threatened to cut up the
deputy principal. That was a disgusting action and it
is about time the police were given sufficient powers
to deal with unruly youths in the metropolitan and
city areas where the carrying of knives is an
extremely serious problem.
The bill is another step in implementing the
coalition's stated policy of introducing justice and
safety in Victoria, initiatives announced prior to the
last election.
The provision of the bill that requires a police officer
to give his or her name, rank, and place of duty if
requested by the person to whom the search relates
is slightly unnecessary. It is an over-reaction by the
civil libertarians, and to demonstrate this point I
direct their attention to police standing orders,
which have been in existence for many decades, in
particular section 1.5(8)(5):
A member, when asked his name, number or station by
any person, on any reasonable occasion, shall
immediately give them.

Civil libertarians are more concemed about
protecting the rights of offenders than the ability of
police to administer protection and provide the
justice that this society deserves.
I commend the bill to the house as another example
of the initiatives the government is prepared to take
to protect the citizens of Victoria from those people
who do not wish to live peacefully in this society.
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Mr McNAMARA (Minister for Police and
Emergency Services) - I thank the honourable
members for Yan Yean, Glen Waverley, Melbourne,
Shepparton, Keilor, Ballarat East, Bendigo West,
Bendigo East, Knox and Cranbourne for their
contributions and support of the Bill, and
particularly that of the members for Ballarat East,
Ballarat West, and Cranbourne who have particular
expertise in this area, being fonner front-line officers
of the police force.
I also thank the honourable member for Keilor, who,
along with other members, has called many times
over an extended period for something to be done in
this area. I am glad that both sides have been able to
reach agreement.
When an extension of police powers is mooted
concerns are always expressed about the liberties of
members of the community being threatened; but at
the end of the day a universal view exists that the
growing incidence of violence, particularly of youths
anning themselves with knives, is a trend we need
to avoid.
Obviously the bill will not completely solve the
problem of individuals carrying weapons and other
issues will have to be examined further down the
track because knives are not the only weapons that
are used in assaults or robberies. However, knives
have been removed from the definition of
'dangerous articles' and included in the definition of
'regulated weapons', which is the middle category.
The next category is 'prescribed weapons', which
has been described by other members.
The advantage of changing the category is that it
removes self-defence as a reason for carrying a knife.
It is clear from the comments made by honourable
members that we all agree there is no legitimate
excuse for a person to carry a knife for self-defence.
People who have to carry a knife lor a particular
reason, whether it be sporting, recreational, or
occupational, will not be penalised for doing so.
The honourable member for Melbourne talked about
such weapons being handy at ALP caucus meetings.
I am not sure if that is a definition the police would
accept, but that is a matter of interpretation.
Mr Cole interjected.
Mr McNAMARA - Caucus meetings are too
violent for the police!
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It is worth noting that a person found carrying a
scaling knife on St Kilda pier is obviously fishing,
and that is a legitimate reason for carrying that
knife; but it is clearly not legitimate to carry the
same knife into a local disco at eight o'clock that
night. Those are the sorts of issues the bill addresses.

The bill also restates the right of people to request
police officers to identify themselves.
I will comment briefly on the foreshadowed
amendment the opposition is no longer proceeding
with. It would have prohibited the purchase of
knives by persons under the age of 18 years. While
we agree with the sentiment, there are obviously
some administrative problems with it. For instance,
how would we deal with a boy scout who wants to
purchase a knife? How would we deal with a child
under the age of 18 years who wants to buy a set of
steak knives for mother's day this Sunday? We need
to resolve those issues, and I have already asked the
Justice Department to look at ways of pr~viding
more controls on under-age persons.
I shall also consider the suggestion of the
honourable member to refer the issue to the Crime
Prevention Committee after I receive that initial
response from the Justice Department.
The honourable member for Melbourne raised the
issue of the growing trend towards what we call the
US experience. Many commentators say it is really a
matter of how many years or how many decades we
are behind the experiences of the United States of
America.
I have a more optimistic view of Australian SOCiety.
We are quite different from the United States in both
our historical backgrounds and present cultural
aspects. After visiting the United States, three
differences between the two countries really struck
me. Firstly, it is clear the United States has an ethnic
underclass; basically, if you are black or hispanic,
you are at the bottom of the pile, and in every
opportunity that will be presented to the general
society, you will be the last to receive it.
Secondly, Australia has a welfare net that attempts
to pick up everyone. If an individual decides to
spend what they are given by social welfare on
drugs or other things, or they don't take up the
opportunity of using public hOUSing, in many cases
that is a personal decision for which the individual is
responsible; but certainly it is quite different in the
US where there is not that attempt by the welfare
societies to assist people across the board.
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Thirdly, the culture in America is one of an armed
society. The common ownership of hand guns is
something that would disturb any Australian, far
more than the carrying of knives. When I was in the
south-western state of Arizona recently I was told
that legislation was going through the state
Parliament that would ensure that persons could
carry a concealed hand gun, and the next sentence
was, 'well of course you can also carry a hand gun if
it is not concealed'. When I questioned that
comment further I was told, 'you can carry a hand
gun on the dashboard of your car, and if it is
strapped to your hip you can carry it down the main
street of Phoenix' - a city of almost 2 million
people. That is not a cultural or a social practice that
we in this country would accept in any
circumstances.
The bill reinforces the Australian tradition that we
do not want to see people, as of right, carrying
weapons; that the carriage of a weapon should not
be justified on the basis of self-defence; and that the
less armed we are as a society, the safer we are.

LAND CONSERVATION
(AMENDMENT) BILL
Second reading
Debate resumed from 22 April; motion of
Mr MACLELLAN (Minister for Planning).
Mr DOLUS (Richmond) - My reply to the
minister's second-reading speech will be equally
long and colourful. OppOSition members do not
have any problems with the amending bill. The
Land Conservation Act 1970 provides for the
establishment of the Land Conservation Council and
includes a provision which specifies that the
chairman of the council be appointed on a full-time
basis. The bill seeks to amend tha t provision to allow
some flexibility for the chairman to be appointed on
either a full-time or a part-time basis. The opposition
supports the amendment made by the bill.
Motion agreed to.
Read second time.

Responding to the problem with long periods of
incarceration is not the solution to the problem
either. We are fortunate in Victoria in that we have
only 50 per 100 000 people imprisoned in this state,
which is half the rate of New South Wales and
one-tenth the rate of California, which has 500 per
100 000 people, and I would not say I felt any safer
in Los Angeles than I do in Melbourne; in fact, there
are few parts of Los Angeles through which I would
want to walk at night, whereas most people walk
freely in the streets in our metropolitan city or any
country town. An example of that freedom is the fact
that our Premier feels quite relaxed about walking
into work from Burwood, 13 or 14 kilometres away,
several times a week without a crowd of
bodyguards. He can jog in, easily identified by
motorists coming into work and people going to
school, and be totally unconcerned about any threat
to his person.

Passed remaining stages.

FINANCIAL AGREEMENT BILL
Second reading
Debate resumed from 21 April; motion of
Mr GUDE (Minister for Industry and
Employment).
Debate adjourned on motion of Mr DOLUS
(Richmond).
Debate adjourned until later this day.

SUBDIVISION (FURTHER
AMENDMENT) BILL
Second reading

That is something that we hold preciously in
Victoria, and this Bill will further assist in
reinforcing that cuI ture.
Motion agreed to.
Read second time.
Passed remaining stages.

Debate resumed from 22 April; motion of
Mr MACLELLAN (Minister for Planning).
Mr DOLUS (Richmond) - The bill introduces
further amendments to those made in 1993 to the
Subdivision Act. The opposition has in the time
made available to it looked at the proposed
amendments and supports the bill. One should place
on the record the minister's cooperation which
enabled the opposition to move with considerable
speed to deal with the legislation because all
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briefings were provided at the right time with the
appropriate information.
Not a great deal of debate is required on the bill, but
the point I wish to make is that I have received no
representations on any matters relating to it. Clauses
3 and 6 are the two most significant components of
the bill. Clause 3 addresses the issue of the 5 per cent
of land that is to be used for public open space. The
provision is to be supported because it allows
greater flexibility in an arrangement of land and/or
money up to a total of 5 per cent of the overall value
of the land.
The amendment in the bill therefore clarifies the
situation and means that developers and councils
will know where they stand. One of the complaints
that both previous ministers and the current
minister have received in the past is that
communities or councils have been either over or
undercompensated in relation to this matter, and
developers have also faced great difficulties in trying
to work out what should be a pretty straightforward
situation. In short, the amendment in clause 3 will
give greater confidence to all concerned, and it
should receive full support.
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Clause 8 relates to extending the authority of the
Magistrates Court to determine matters of dispute
relating to subdivision of vacant land where a body
corporate is involved. The clause is supported by the
opposition because it allows greater flexibility where
there is majority support but not unanimous
support, as is required with respect to the purchase
or sale of land or the altering of the boundaries of
the land involved.
There are plenty of examples where the majority of
members of a body corporate have wanted to make
particular changes relating to their property but
were prevented from doing so. This clause will
clarify the situation. It is a sensible amendment and
the opposition supports it.
The other matters contained in the bill are of a minor
nature and we support them.
Motion agreed to.
Read second time.
Passed remaining stages.

FINANCIAL AGREEMENT BILL
Clause 6 extends the arguments acceptable in a
subdivision with respect to any easements or rights
of way to insert the assessment of amenity as a
criterion for consideration. It is not unreasonable
that an owner be compensated for acquisition or
removal of an easement or right of way. Amenity is
a much broader and more Significant consideration
than an assessment on engineering grounds alone. I
point out that although this is a positive amendment
that allows greater interpretation by the
Administrative Appeals Tribunal (AAT), the word
'amenity' is undefined and therefore its effect will
depend largely on the interpretation placed on it by
theAAT.
For the minister's information I am sounding a note
of caution that the provision may need to be
monitored to see how it is applied in practice,
because it is possible that some time in the future a
conflict of interest may arise between the planning
scheme that allows certain minimum sized lots and
the provision that may make the removal or
acquiSition of an easement more difficult because of
the need to assess ameni ty.
Therefore in older, more established suburbs of
Melbourne there is the potential that urban
consolidation measures could be affected. I ask the
minister to take note of that matter.

Second reading
Debate adjourned from earlier this day; motion of
Mr GUDE (Minister for Industry and
Employment).
Mr THOMSON (pascoe Vale) - The bill puts in
place a financial agreement between the
commonwealth, states and territories. The
opposition does not oppose the arrangements,
which have been entered into on a national basis and
which will apply an appropriate financial
framework for borrowings by the states. Given that
the opposition does not oppose the legislation I shall
not speak on the bill at length, but I will outline
some of the changes contained in the bill.
The agreement between the commonwealth, states
and territories provides for the abolition of the
restriction on borrowings by the states in their own
names, which in the past was a Significant
restriction; removes the commonwealth's explicit
power to borrow on behalf of the states; removes the
requirement for future commonwealth and state
borrowings to be approved under the provisions of
the agreement; removes references to the National
Debt Sinking Fund; and includes the Australian
Capital Territory and the Northern Territory as
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members of the Australian Loan Council and parties
to the financial agreement.
Most honourable members will be aware that the
loan council financial agreement has a long history.
It was entered into by the commonwealth and each
of the states in 1927 to regulate the borrowings by
the commonwealth and state governments. It came
into force in 1929. The agreement established the
Australian Loan Council and required the
commonwealth and each state to submit an annual
borrowing program for loan council approval. It has
been an important feature of the financial
relationships between the commonwealth and the
state governments, and over the years it has been the
subject of some controversy.
It is fair to say that the states believe they have not
had as much independence and discretion as they
would have liked under their own borrowing
programs so various financial arrangements have
been entered into by the sta tes to get around the
requirement for loan council approval. Arguments
have ensued as to whether the various arrangements
were appropriate financial arrangements. These
matters have continued to bubble to the surface
because the states believed they have not had the
financial freedom to which they were entitled or
which they needed to run their affairs in a
satisfactory way.

The original agreement was aimed at coordinating
the approaches by the commonwealth and state
governments on domestic and international markets.
In 1929 the commonwealth took over the gross
public debt that was then outstanding for each state
and assumed the obligation to pay the principal and
interest, but it also retained the right to recover that
from the state concerned. After that time the
commonwealth borrowed on the domestic and
international markets, subject to the financial
agreement, for its own purposes and for the
purposes of the states.
The original agreement provided that sinking funds
be established relating to the states' debts, which
were placed under the control of the National Debt
Commission. Commonwealth legislation has been
introduced to repeal the original legislation.
The commonwealth Financial Agreement Bill will
provide for the establishment of a trust account for
the administration of the purchase, redemption and
repayment of commonwealth debt allocated to the
states and the Northern Territory. The new trust
account will replace the former arrangements which
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applied under the National Debt Sinking Fund and
the Northern Territory Debt Sinking Fund. In doing
so, the bill formalises the arrangements that have
been agreed to between the commonwealth, states
and territories. These arrangements have applied
since July 1990.
The bill is not a significant piece of legislation in that
it gives effect to an agreement that has been in place
for some years, which is not particularly
controversial. From the mid-1980s, the
commonwealth ceased to borrow on behalf of the
states and a central borrowing authority became
increasingly involved in raising finance for the
states, both domestically and offshore, so the
responsibility for financing and management of the
existing financial agreement debt has gradually
transferred back to the states. Since 1990 the states
have been required to refinance maturing advances
under the financial agreement.
Under section 105A(4) of the Commonwealth
Constitution the parties to the financial agreement
have the ability to vary or rescind the agreement.
The agreement has been varied on seven occasions,
most recently in 1976. TItis variation will provide for
the rescission of certain sections and in so doing will
recognise that the loan council's scrutiny of public
sector borrOWings has taken place over many years
under voluntary arrangements rather than the
provisions of the financial agreement, which give
effect to that.
Complementary legislation will be required in the
commonwealth Parliament and the parliaments of
various states and territories. The legislation will
become effective at that time.
It is fair to say that the issue of commonwealth-state

financial relations, of which this bill and this area of
loan council involvement forms a part, has been
reasonably contentious and controversial over the
years. It is inevitable that there will be continuing
disputes between the commonwealth and various
states and territories regarding circumstances under
which financial matters are carried out, the various
powers allocated to the states and the various
financial restrictions under which they operate
relating to what they receive in commonwealth
grants. All those areas are subject to controversy and
we expect that controversy will occur from time to
time. It is appropriate for the commonwealth, states
and territories to endeavour to resolve these matters
to the best of their ability.
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The opposition supports the reaching of agreements
at the national level to resolve these issues.
Therefore, it does not oppose the bill.
Dr COG HILL (Werribee) - In supporting the
comments of the honourable member for Pascoe
Vale I shall pick up some of the issues he has raised.
First, I refer to the government's failure to provide a
consolidated version of the financial agreement.
That has made it difficult for members, who would
have to do a cut and paste job on the documents that
have been before the house at various times since
1927 to work out the exact interaction between the
new agreement and the preceding agreements,
which the bill amends to varying degrees, in some
cases repealing provisions.
In fairness, I have to say that when I telephoned the
Treasurer's office this morning his staff said it would
be no trouble to make a consolidated version
available to me. I expected I would require it after
lunch rather than before - in which case they
probably would have been able to assist me.
The consolidated agreement should have been made
available to the house when the minister gave the
second-reading speech. That would have given
members of the house and people in the financial
community and elsewhere who have an interest in
the agreement the opportunity to read a complete
document and to study the financial agreement
between the commonwealth and the states and
territories. That would have given them the chance
to examine its implications and to understand how it
will interact with other commonwealth-state
financial relationships and how the Australian Loan
Council will operate. Those details are
extraordinarily important to public financing.
Ratings agencies are one of the government's
favourite preoccupations. The agencies will be very
interested in the provisions of the agreement in its
final, consolidated fonn. They are interested in the
amendments; but like all the other interested parties,
they will need to compare them with both the
original agreement and the subsequent changes to
that agreement. Unless the document is read as a
whole, it may not make a lot of sense.
Schedule 1 gives the reader some idea of how the
system will operate, but there are repeated
cross-references to the original agreement. That
makes it difficult for members to properly consider
and debate the legislation. It also makes it difficult
for the ratings agencies - Standard and Poor's or
Moody's Investor Services - or anyone else to come
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to a full understanding of the new financial
arrangements between the commonwealth and the
states and territories, especially the implications of
those arrangements for Victoria and every other
state and territory that has committed itself to
complying with the agreement.
The legislation raises the complex issue of
commonwealth-state financial relations. In
particular it raises the imbalance in the revenue
allocated to the states. That imbalance was bad
enough 10 years ago; but is even worse now because
it is weighted towards commonwealth expenditure
obligations. Over the past decade or so,
commonwealth payments to the states have been
conSistently and persistently reduced. That has been
accompanied by attempts to off-load further
commonwealth responsibilities to the states. That is
a major factor behind the financial and budgetary
crises most state governments have been going
through during the past few years. The Parliament
should not run away from the issue; it cannot afford
to.
One can trace the change in attitude that has led to
that financial imbalance. In recent years the
commonwealth government and bureaucracy have
become more disdainful and contemptuous of the
states. Only a few days ago I was told about a
heavyweight senator who described what the states
did as pretty irrelevant and suggested that the only
thing that mattered was what the commonwealth
government did. Honourable members know that
that assertion is not true. We know that by and large
the responsibility for prOViding services to the
Victorian people rests with the state and local
governments.
The schools system is very much the responsibility
of the state. Its administrative and finance policies
operate entirely under the auspices of the state
government. The commonwealth is seeking to
impose a uniform minimum standard for workers
compensation, but it is not proposing a national
workers compensation scheme. The quality of the
administration of and policy framework for the
workers compensation system will remain a state
responsibility, despite the commonwealth's
announced intention to move into that field. The
administration of justice - the police, the courts and
the prison system - is the responsibility of the
states, as set out under state government
constitutional arrangements. Other than Medicare,
the provision of health services - hospitals,
community health services and paramedical
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services, including ambulance services and the
like - is primarily a responsibility of the state.

negotiated and successfully implemented to benefit
the future of the Australian federation.

Those services, which have direct impacts on the
lives of all Victorians, are ultimately the
responsibility of the state government. The public
transport system is a state responsibility, despite the
provision of some commonwealth funding.
Responsibilities such as those make a nonsense of
the disdain expressed by the commonwealth
government and some of its heavyweight members
for members of the state Parliament and state
government administration.

Since that time we have gone backwards. The states
have found themselves in an even more parlous
situation with the commonwealth and have been
treated with even more contempt and disdain than
previously. However, the opporhmity is still there
for the states and territories, through their heads of
government or Treasurers, to acknowledge their
common interest on this issue and take united
action. That action may involve those bodies
determining to raise revenue commensurate with
the reduction in revenue they suffered in recent
years from the commonwealth government.

In debating the Financial Agreement Bill, Parliament
ought to be addressing the financial relationship
between the commonwealth and the states and
territories and the imbalances between
responsibilities and revenue. The commonwealth
has repeatedly asserted that fat can be trimmed from
the administration of the states, at the same time as
bloating its own administration. The commonwealth
has made budgetary savings largely at the expense
of state revenue payments and reimbursements,
which in turn has forced the states to squeeze
human services.
States and territories can respond to that reduction
in revenue by either cutting their own expenditure
or increasing the collection of revenue from their
own sources. The states have opted for a mixture of
those two approaches. Since 1992 Victoria has
experienced a combination of cuts to services and
marked increases in state-sourced revenue.
This is not the place to debate the Victorian state
budget. However, the opportunity has been there for
the states and the territories to show more courage,
coordination and initiative in their response to the
situation forced upon them by commonwealth
government heavyweights who tend to concentrate
power more within Canberra, within the
government and within the office of the Prime
Minister.
The opportunity has arisen, and there are
precedents, for state and territory governments to
combine in a courageous, united and coordinated
effort to address the problem. Such an opportunity
arose when the former Prime Minister, Bob Hawke,
left office and the commonwealth-state financial
agreements were under consideration. A meeting
was held in Adelaide of members of the state and
territory governments at which ideas proposed by
that former Prime Minister were pushed forward.
Regrettably those ideas were not pursued,

As the major providers of infrastructure - often
through loans - the states may acknowledge that a
significant increase in expenditure, capital
investment and infrastructure would be in the
long-term best interests of the economic and social
future of their communities.
When speaking on the Appropriation (Interim
1994-95) Bill yesterday I drew attention to the
appalling situation faced by the City of Werribee. As
a consequence of state policy which has bipartisan
support, it has been asked to accommodate a large
proportion of the increased population and new
housing to be constructed in the Melbourne
metropolitan area.
I pointed out that between 1992 to 2001 the City of
Werribee is facing road improvements at an
estimated cost of apprOximately $120 million or
$130 million, yet the revenue available to the council
is nowhere near adequate to meet that amount,
taking into account the sources of revenue available
from the state and commonwealth governments, its
own revenue raising and possible contributions
from subdividers and other developers.

Anyone looking at the situation in Werribee will see
that that community and others like it on the outer
fringe of the Melbourne metropolitan area and other
major cities of Victoria will be unable to fund the
infrastructure which is absolutely essential to the
maintenance of acceptable living standards in new
residential areas. Funds are simply not available.
Funds could be provided only by the council
imposing a crippling rate burden on this generation
of ratepayers.
If the infrastructure is provided by commonwealth
and state capital funds, that investment will be
recouped through taxation revenue over the years,
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as the Werribee community and others like it
mature. It is not a matter of investing money into
roads or other aspects of infrastructure and never
seeing the benefit of it. Major benefits and revenue
will flow from the installation of necessary
infrastructure and the establishment of associated
residential, commercial and industrial areas.
I suggest that the states and territories combine to
deal with the issue rather than letting it drift on year
after year, as has been the tendency to date. I hope
that the Minister for Finance, who is at the table, will
contribute to the debate on the proposed legislation.
The opportunity is there for the Victorian
government to be constructive, show some
leadership and put aside any political differences
which may exist between it and the governments of
other states and tenitories. As members of the
Federation, they have a common interest to see that
the people for whom they are responsible have
acceptable living standards with the infrastructure
essential for the maintenance of those living
standards. They must also have the funds available
to install the infrastructure.
In that regard the states and territories may agree to
severally increase their revenue by their own
internal revenue measures. They may club together
to put a case to the commonwealth government
which, in political terms, may be irresistible.
Something needs to be done. Many honourable
members would be aware of some recently
published research material which suggests that one
of the keys to social and economic growth in
economies such as Australia's is the installation of
infrastructure. Once that infrastructure is installed,
whether it be roads, public transport, sewerage
systems or communication services, private sector
investment and other aspects of economic growth
will be stimulated and employment will increase.
That sort of empirical evidence should not be
ignored. It should be used by the states and
territories as part of an argument to put to the
commonwealth for it to provide them with a more
balanced financial situation. Rather than the states
and territories continuing to be constrained as they
are by whatever generOSity the commonwealth is
prepared to show at any particular time, they would
have the capacity to act in the best interests of the
communities for which they are responsible.
Currently a huge imbalance exists between the
revenue and expenditure of the states and tenitories.
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They are still heavily reliant on commonwealth
reimbursements. That imbalance needs to be
redressed and one way of achieving that is for the
states and the territories to club together, recognise
their common interest as members of the Australian
Federation and do something about it.
That leads me to another underlying problem. The
disdain and contempt some commonwealth
heavyweights show for the states reflect the
non-existence of a proper principle in Australia to
determine the relative powers and responsibilities of
each of the three spheres of government, to use the
term local governments prefer.
Australia does not have a principle such as the
principle of subsidiarity that applies in the European
Union and which the union reinforced in
negotiations on the Maastricht Treaty. That principle
states that decisions should be taken and
administration performed at the most appropriate
local level rather than decision making and power
being concentrated in Brussells, or in our case,
Canberra. There should be a conscious and
deliberate decision, recognised in the Australian
constitution, that deciSions, actions and
administration will be carried out at the most
appropriate local level.
I have previously been an advocate for the view that
in many cases in Victoria local government is the
appropriate level. I would apply the principle as
much within the states and territories as between
them and the commonwealth.
So far as relations between the commonwealth and
the states and territories are concerned, the states
and territories should be advocating as a principle of
subsidiarity that revenue-raising, expenditure and
administration should be devolved to the states and
remain with the commonwealth only when there is
some overriding national interest in that happening.
The founders of our federation in some ways
recognised that: the constitution as originally written
provided that foreign affairs, international trade and
interstate communications were matters for which
the commonwealth Parliament and government
would be responsible and that most remaining
matters would be state responsibilities.
The commonwealth has been able to erode that
through use of the power of the purse, particularly
the decision on income tax made during the Second
World War. There is an important and pressing need
for the states and territories to push on a united
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basis for their responsibilities to be recognised by the
commonwealth, preferably in the constitution.

Victorians to enjoy a quality of life in the future that
everyone seeks.

During the period of review of the constitution
between now and the end of the century, which is
also the end of the millennium, the states and
territories should negotiate a principle similar to the
European Union's principle of subsidiarity under
which it would be a requirement, which could be
interpreted and applied by the High Court if
necessary, that power and administration should be
devolved to the most local level: where appropriate
to the state and for things including garbage
collection and dog registration to local government.

One regularly hears commentators and business
leaders lamenting the fact that throughout this
century Australia's standard of living relative to the
standard of living in other countries has fallen and
that it has continued to fall in recent years. It should
be recognised that although Australia's standard of
living has increased in absolute tenns, the standard
of living in other countries has increased more
rapidly. Singapore is an excellent example. The
positive and constructive role of government in
Singapore and the investment of the Singapore
people, through the government, in infrastructure
have been the Significant factors in its economic
perfonna'nce and development. There are
differences between Singapore and Australia which
are obvious to everyone.

Honourable members with experience in local
government would realise that there is great
potential for that level of government to take over
many functions that are currently responsibilities of
state and territory governments or even
responsibilities of the commonwealth government.
A good municipal administration is closer to and
can be more readily accessed by its people than can
state and territory governments or the
commonwealth government, particularly in remote
areas.
Members of the Victorian Parliament and the
government, as the executive of the state, should be
actively and aggressively pushing for cooperation
between the states and territories to redress the
imbalances of power, revenue and expenditure
between the three levels of government, particularly
the imbalance between the commonwealth
government and the governments of the states and
territories.
If the state chooses to accept that leadership role
both the Victorian and Australian communities will
benefit in the long term. Although the government
may not reap the benefit of such action at the next
election, which is always a consideration in politics,
it has a responsibility to look beyond the first
Saturday in October 1996 - or is it to be October
1995 -and consider how the federation will operate
and how the next generation of Victorians will live
in the next century - in the new millennium.
There is a responsibility to establish a financial and
power relationship between the various levels of
government in Australia which will optimise the
quality of life of Australians and Victorians in the
future. That does not exist at the moment. The
current policy, which is not a constitutional
provision, squeezes the spending of the states on
infrastructure and affects the opportunities for

Mr I. W. Smith - Trade unions.
Or COG HILL - The honourable Minister for
Finance may take some pleasure from his assertion
by interjection that there are no trade unions in
Singapore, but certainly Australians would find a
number of practices followed in Singapore totally
unacceptable in our community. Freedom of speech
and freedom of assembly have long been traditions
in Australia and constitute the ultimate head of
power within which trade unions operate.
Australia needs to learn from international
experience that investment in infrastructure is a
major factor in the well-being of a community.
Investment in infrastructure requires that
considerable capital be raised, whether from
revenue or from borrowing, and a major constraint
on the raising of revenue in Australia is the
relationship that exists between the states and
territories collectively and the commonwealth.
I hope that the government and other honourable
members will heed what I have put before the house
and accept that it is in their best interests and, even
more importantly, in the best interests of the
Victorian community that there be a redistribution
of the taxing and expenditure responsibilities and
powers of the commonwealth, state and territory,
and local levels of government in Australia.
Debate interrupted pursuant to sessional orders.
Sitting suspended 1.00 p.m. until 2.04 p.m.
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ABSENCE OF MINISTER
The SPEAKER - Order! I advise the house that
the Minister for Energy and Minerals will be absent
from question time today due to business in
Canberra. The Treasurer will handle any matters for
the energy and minerals portfolio.
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services as they present at anyone time. The
statistics are very clear. We have a 95 per cent
response time of 16 minutes across the ambulance
service.
Mr Baker interjected.
The SPEAKER - Order! I warn the honourable
member for Sunshine.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE
Ambulance services
Mr THW AITES (Albert Park) - I refer the
Minister for Health to the departmental briefing note
she received in relation to the death of Michelle
Galvin on 23 April which states that this case
occurred 'at a time of peak localised demand which
caused a delay in responding. Such circumstances
are rare and unpredictable' and I ask: does this mean
that the ambulance service is being managed to cope
only with average demand levels and not peak
loadings?
Mrs TEHAN (Minister for Health) - The average
number of emergency calls during any day in March
was 356. On the day of this incident there were 421
calls. The ambulance service has indicated, as have
the Premier and I, that a delay of 19 minutes before
the first vehicle arrives and 22 minutes before the
subsequent vehicle arrives is unacceptable and too
long. I repeat: this is an unfortunate situation, but is
an extreme exception.
During the past 12 months we have markedly
extended the emergency response capability across
the metropolitan system. We have between 10 and
20 more vehicles at anyone time doing dedicated
emergency work. We have increased the number of
ambulance stations by 12, from 33 to 45, and of those
new ambulance stations - Mr THWAITES (Albert Park) - On a pOint of
order, the minister is debating the question in breach
of standing order no. 127 and her reply is not
relevant. The question is simple: is the ambulance
service being managed for the average days she has
talked about, and can it cope on the busy days?
The SPEAKER - Order! I do not uphold the
point of order. The minister's reply is relevant to the
question asked.
Mrs TEHAN (Minister for Health) - The service
is based on meeting the requirements of emergency

Mrs TEHAN - The service has increased and
improved since the government was elected. There
are more emergency vehicles available; there is a
better distribution of stations and of highly qualified
personneL There will always be occasions - Mr Baker - How many more!
The SPEAKER - Order! I have cautioned the
honourable member for Sunshine twice. I ask the
house to come to order and to hear the minister in
silence.
Mrs TEHAN - The people of Melbourne can be
confident that the accepted response levels that the
government is currently obtaining are within
international accepted best practices.

Taxi services
Mr McLELLAN (Frankston East) - Will the
Premier advise the house of action taken by the
government to provide Victoria with a world-class
taxi service?
Mr Baker - Another cheap stunt!
Mr KENNETI (Premier) - Not as good as the
one you pulled on Tuesday. That was a ripper. At
least ours work.
I congratulate the honourable members for
Gippsland West, Caulfield, Prahran, Werribee,
Clayton and Lowan for achieving a substantial
milestone today. It will give them a little more
independence. This is an important day for all of
them!
Taxis are an important part of Victoria's public
transport infrastructure. Last year an all-party
parliamentary committee reviewed the operation of
Victoria's taxi service. As a result of its good report
the government decided immediately to establish
the Victorian Taxi Directorate. The Minister for
Roads and Ports in the other place, the Honourable
Bill Baxter, and the Parliamentary Secretary to the
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Minister for Public Transport, the Honourable Geoff
Craige, who represents Central Highlands Province
in another place, took personal control of reviewing
the way in which taxis were run. The review was
necessary given the incidents that had occurred in
the taxi industry. It was also needed because of the
perception that taxis were not always run as they
should have been.
The Victorian Taxi Directorate is now going through
the licences of taxidrivers with the aim of removing
those drivers who have convictions for criminal
offences. It is a pity that the honourable member for
Springvale opposes this cleaning out of taxidrivers,
of people who have drug convictions and so on.
Unlike those oppOSite, we on this side of the House
are committed to putting a good service in place.
The process will include the introduction of an
English language test, as well as a test of an
applicant's knowledge of Melbourne's streets, the
best routes to take and so on. Every potential driver
will have to pass that test before he or she is able to
undergo the driving test. In future, before being
allowed to drive cabs they will need two pieces of
paper saying they have passed both tests.
On top of that a zero blood alcohol level will become
the nonn for taxidrivers. Taxis will be required to
meet new standards of cleanliness, and new
uniforms will be introduced from 1 July. From
1 o'clock this afternoon no new taxis can be ordered
that are not-Mr Baker - When will you do something real?
When will you get on with the job?
Mr Perton - You're a great taxi user anyway!
Mr KENNETI - The honourable member for
Doncaster has made a very good point: your use of
and need for taxis is a lot heavier than ours.
Mr Baker interjected.
Mr KENNETI - Listen mate, it ain't been a
good week for you. If I were you, I would just hide
my head. We were backing you - but only to come
second.
From today the new livery will come into effect for
new cabs ordered; but given that people have made
substantial investments in cabs, the new livery for
existing cabs will be phased in over the next six
years.
Mr Sheehan interjected.
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Mr KENNETT - I can only say welcome back.
Just watch the television on Sunday night. Don't say
I told you, just have a look at the news.
The SPEAKER - Order! This exchange across
the table must cease.
Mr KENNETT - Until now cabs have had a life
of eight years, but the government has reduced that
to six. Given the substantial investment made by the
owners, the government thought it only fair that the
new livery be phased in over time.
It is a two-way obligation. Firstly, the government is

improving the taxi service. I trust the public will
respect, accept and appreciate the real changes the
taxi industry has agreed to be part of, in its
long-term interest. It will be good not only for the
Victorian community but also for international
visitors to Victoria. There will now be not only a
safer, cleaner taxi service but also more
knowledgable taxidrivers.
Those who come to and move about the city will be
able to identify cabs easily. This is another good
initiative that shows the government is continuing to
govern while the opposition continues to squabble.

Ambulance selVices
Mr THW AITES (Albert Park) - I direct to the
attention of the Minister for Health the finding of the
ambulance service medical officer who inquired into
the death of Michelle Galvin:
I understand these reflect the non-availability of both
paramedic and standard ambulance crews owing to
other critical work simultaneously in progress.

Do those words mean that there are not enough
ambulances and officers available in Melbourne for
emergency cases on busy days, such as the day
Michelle Galvin died or the day a week later when
there were 417 emergency cases?
Mr McNAMARA (Minister for Police and
Emergency Services) - On a point of order,
Mr Speaker, given the way the question was
phrased I think the honourable member is seeking
an opinion.
The SPEAKER - Order! The first part of the
question was based on fact. I do not uphold the
point of order.
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Mrs TEHAN (Minister for Health) - My
interpretation of the letter from the medical officer
who gave his opinion on that particular matter is
that it clearly indicates there are adequate response
capabilities within the service to meet normal
expected demands as monitored at anyone time.
The instance that caused the Galvin fatality involved
a situation where, at that particular time and in the
most unusual circumstances, a fleet of ambulance
vehicles was engaged in other emergency areas.
That will happen from time to time. This instance
was one of the few occasions when a response was
not able to be made where it was needed, within the
usually accepted response time ..

Electricity industry reforms
Mr ASHLEY (Bayswater) - Will the Treasurer
inform the house of the government's latest reforms
of the Victorian electricity industry?
Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer) - As I said in the
autumn economic statement the government is
moving to expedite the reform process for the
electricity industry. This week further
announcements will be made on the next stage of
the structural reform that will create the opportunity
for the development of a competitive market.
Cabinet has approved in principle the
disaggregation of the generation capacity of the
Victorian electricity industry. Generation Victoria
will progressively move towards operating in a
manner analogous to that of a holding company. It
will have individual generating units that will
increase trading on independent bases, and it will
bid separately in the market on an autonomous basis.
The final decision on the number of independent
generation businesses to be established in a fully
corporatised format is expected by the end of the
1994 calendar year after further analysiS is carried
out to determine the optimal structure. That is six
months earlier than the original plan envisaged and
reflects the continuing success of the government's
reform agenda and its desire to see those reforms
further expedited.
In addition five distribution businesses will be
created from the combined SEC businesses and the
municipal electrical undertakings (MEUs).
Agreement in principle has been reached with the
MEUs for the establishment of a representative body
for their integration into the process.

Agreement has been reached with them on these
important reforms ensuring the continuing
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development of the market. In addition, a separate
company will be established with responsibilities for
controlling systems security and for the operation of
the planned market pool.
Legislation will also be introduced to establish the
Office of the Regulator-General to administer a
light-handed regulatory scheme. Current tariffs will
be continued after the initial stage of reform
commencing in the second half of the 1994 calendar
year.
Today the Business Council of Australia has
endorsed the government's reforms, as previously
had the federal Labor government. Today the
Business Council issued a press release which,
among our things, says that disaggregating the
generator of the industry is a key prerequisite to the
development of a competitively structured and
efficient electricity industry, potentially delivering
lower prices and improving reliability and quality of
service.
The major business organisation in Australia has
joined with the Victorian and national governments
in recognising that Victoria is leading the reform of
Australia's electricity industry. Sadly, yet again, the
Victorian socialist left-dominated Labor opposition
remains totally isolated as the only opponent of
reforms that are so necessary not only to generate
benefits for Australia but also to recapture the
advantage scorned in the past decade when the
Labor government saw Victoria fall from the lowest
state to third in the Australian energy stakes.

Ambulance services
Mr THW AITES (Albert Park) - I refer the
Minister for Health to her previous replies and to the
Premier's comments on radio station 3AW this
morning. Does the minister describe people raiSing
concerns about Melbourne's ambulance service as
coffin chasers?
Mrs TEHAN (Minister for Health) - Since
October 1992 the government has made the most
profound changes within health and community
services that this state has seen in the past 50 years.
It has introduced dramatic changes to acute services.

Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER - Order! I remind members of
the opposition that it is their question and question
time is being used up by fruitless interjections.
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Mrs TEHAN - Victoria now has a psychiatric
services framework that will allow the government
to deliver a range of psychiatric services which have
not been seen before. The public health authority,
which had been absolutely neglected during the past
10 years, can now hold its head high.

Those changes require considerable changes in work
practice, in staffing levels and in the whole culture
that had previously dominated the ambulance
service. Previously it provided the service and then
said, 'Give us more money'. For the past six years
the ambulance service has needed more money.

Now we are addressing one of the most difficult
problems - that is, to provide an adequate
high-quality appropriate service in ambulances in
the metropolitan area and across the state. That
requires considerable changes to be made and, most
importantly, a cultural change.

There is no doubt that there is resistance - based on
an industrial resistance from a very strong union of
ambulance employees which brings cases to the
public attention to create an anxiety level. During its
10 years in office the previous Labor government
responded by throwing money at the problem.
Money did not solve the problem! We are now
looking to bring about change and we will resist that
industrial opposition.

Until October 1992 the ambulance services had been
run predominantly by ambulance people. The
government has indicated that it requires business
people and business acumen and some efficiency in
a service that had absorbed large amounts of money
over the past five years. We are doing tha t, and
providing that service.
Mr THW AITES (Albert Park) - On a point of
order, Mr Speaker, you have ruled time and time
again on the question of relevance. Indeed, on
4 November 1992, as an example, you ordered the
Minister for Industry and Employment to stick to
the terms of the question. The question was
simple - that is, whether the minister describes
people with concerns about the ambulance services
as coffin chasers, as the Premier described them on
radio this morning.
The SPEAKER -Order~ We go through this
exercise from time to time. It is not up to the Chair to
insist on how a question should be answered. The
only two criteria that I am worried about are, firstly,
whether the minister is debating the questionwhich I rule she is not; and secondly, if the minister
is relevant - which I rule she is.
Mrs TEHAN (Minister for Health) - I am
suggesting that ambulances have had the same focus
in seeking to get better services, enhanced quality
service and better value for money, as has every
other program in the department. There are four key
criteria to be applied to ambulances, and we will be
judged by them - that is, average response time;
the acceptable response time and the percentage of
times that ambulances respond within that
acceptable response time; the number of ambulance
stations - and I remind the honourable member of
my previous answer when I said we have provided
12 new ambulance stations; and the basis upon
which we can continue to provide an ever-increasing
service.

Mr THW AITES (Albert Park) - On a point of
order, Mr Speaker, although I understand your
previous ruling, the minister has been talking for
another 2 or 3 minutes and is still debating the
question. She will not answer the question whether
she agrees with the Premier's statement that people
wi th concerns abou t the service are coffin chasers.
The SPEAKER - Order! I am in the same
position. I do not uphold the point of order. Has the
minister completed her answer?
Mrs TEHAN - Yes.

Junior wage rates
Mr PHILLIPS (Eltham) - Will the Minister for
Industry and Employment inform the house of the
government's reaction to the federal government's
decision to allow junior wage rates to continue?
Mr GUDE (Minister for Industry and
Employment) - It is interesting that hidden and
tucked away at the bottom of yesterday's economic
and employment statement was the first of what will
be many Brereton backdowns on the inefficient
legislation that has been introduced by the federal
government.
For several months this government has been calling
for the change that ultimately took place yesterday,
or was indicated would take place - in fact, ever
since the legislation was proposed and ultimately
passed through federal Parliament.
Unlike the opposition which has been rattling
around, counting numbers, stabbing people in the
back and prodding, the government has been
advocating this change. The Brereton proposal will

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE
1592

ASSEMBLY

have the effect of allowing Victorians and
Australians who are of a junior age to have an
opportunity of working at an appropriate rate. They
would never have been able to do it under the
previous legislation.
This is an important change. I suggest the federal
minister should now turn his mind to the other
changes that are necessary - to his flawed
legislation - if we are in any way to be an
internationally competitive country.
Opposition members would do well to start exerting
some influence on their federal colleagues to effect
this change instead of branch stacking, and instead
of trying to get people like Steve Sracks into Spring
Street.
Mr SEITZ (Keilor) - On a point of order,
Mr Speaker, under standing order no. 127, I suggest
the minister is debating the question.
The SPEAKER - Order! Although I may not
uphold the point of order under standing order
no. 127, I believe the minister's comments are
irrelevant.
Mr GUDE (Minister for Industry and
Employment) - I t is relevant to what this lot have
not been doing; relevant to the branch stacking.
Does the honourable member for Williamstown
believe Steve Sracks is really Stephanie Sracks Ms Sracks!
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on the opposition's federal colleagues in a way we
have not seen from this lot for the past two years.

Ambulance services
Mr THW AITES (Albert Park) - I refer the
Minister for Health to comments made by Graeme
SI oman, one of the founders of the mobile intensive
care ambulance teams, who has described the
minister's decision to split the MICA crews as,
'bloody ridiculous' and that it goes against
commonsense. Will the minister now agree to
urgently review the decision and resolve the crisis in
Melbourne's ambulance service?
Mrs TEHAN (Minister for Health) - When the
honourable member asked his first question I said it
would be far better if he could get his advice, facts
and understanding of the issues from someone other
than the unions. He will get a very biased and
predictable approach from the unions, as he has
obviously continued to do.
Or Graeme Sloman started the MICA unit 20 years
ago but has had no active involvement with MICA
ambulances or any form of ambulances for the past
15 years.

Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER - Order! I will not allow
question time to continue with a barrage of
interjections.

Mr THOMSON (Pascoe Vale) - On a point of
order, Mr Speaker, I refer to standing order no. 127.
The minister was asked about the federal
government's industrial relations changes. If the
minister were to talk about whether he was going to
proceed with his advertiSing campaign against the
changes he would be in order, but he is debating the
question and I ask you to bring him back to the
question.

Mrs TEHAN - The establishment of MICA units
was a good idea 20 years ago. The Labor
government increased the number of units to 8,
which was a good idea. In 18 months of the Kennett
government another 3 MICA units have been added,
nearly a 50 per cent increase. The increase was
decided on sound medical advice.

The SPEAKER - Order! I do not uphold the
point of order that standing order no. 127 is being
breached, but the minister is straying from being
relevant to the question. I ask him to conclude his
answer.

The SPEAKER - Order! Perhaps the honourable
member for Albert Park does not understand plain
English: I am asking for silence. He has asked his
question. A supplementary question can be
accommodated if he likes to rise in his place after the
answer.

Mr GUDE (Minister for Industry and
Employment) -One hopes that when the new
honourable member for Williamstown is ultimately
elected he or she will have the spine to do what this
lot currently do not have: to exercise some influence

Honourable members interjecting.

Mrs TEHAN - A decision has been made to split
the MICA units by taking the first recommendation
of the coroner's inquiry that was set up as a result of
problems in the ambulance unit in 1991. The coroner
examined 10 deaths and found none was the fault of
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the ambulance service. She recommended that the
MICA unit be split from two-man crews in specialist
elite cars and the crews be then spread across the
service. The government has taken that advice, and I
believe the system will work well.
Mr DOLLIS (Richmond) - On a point of order,
Mr Speaker. On a question of relevance - -

Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER - Order! The honourable
member is entitled to raise a point of order
Mr DOLLIS - Absolutely. I know something
about parents waiting for ambulances, especially
MICA ambulances. I ask the minister to address the
issue and talk to those people who must wait during
the night for an ambulance.
The SPEAKER - Order! I do not uphold the
point of order. Has the minister concluded her
answer?
Mrs TEHAN (Minister for Health) - Yes,
Mr Speaker.
The SPEAKER - Order! Time for questions has
expired.
Mr THW AITES (Albert Park) - Mr Speaker, I
have a supplementary question.
The SPEAKER - Order! Time for questions has
expired.

FINANCIAL AGREEMENT BILL
Second reading
Debate resumed.
Mr CLARK (Box Hill) - I add my support to
some of the remarks made by the honourable
member for Werribee. Before the suspension of the
sitting, the honourable member commented on the
importance of ensuring that the role of the
commonwealth government is limited and that there
be a proper balance between the roles of state and
commonwealth governments.
It would be fair to say that the commonwealth
government is proving to be one of the last of the
bureaucratic dinosaurs in this country. It has talked
loud and long about reform both of its own budget
and of state and national economies. However it has
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been one of the last to respond to the need for
change. Its continued monolithic structure and
insistence on trying to tell other people how to go
about improving their own affairs without having
regard to how it performs itself is proving to be one
of the great impediments to economic reform in this
country.
The honourable member for Werribee directed
attention to the High Court decision on taxation
powers during the wartime era as one of the factors
that has upset the balance between the
commonwealth and states, with which I agree.
However it can be said that case is at least justifiable
as a matter of legal interpretation given the wartime
situation that existed when the case was decided.
That cannot be said for some of the more recent
decisions of the High Court that have had a similar
effect in upsetting the constitutional balance
between the commonwealth and the states. I refer in
particular to the various High Court decisions on the
interpretation of the external affairs power and the
grave damage it does to the constitutional balance if
the commonwealth is empowered to make laws
with domestic application based merely on some
foreign treaty to which it has become a party.
I hope the honourable member for Werribee will join
with Senator Rod Kemp and others who are
drawing attention to the dangers that such decisions
have for the future of this country and the need to
ensure that the commonwealth exercise of its
external affairs powers is fettered.
In respect of the appropriate balance between
commonwealth and state government powers,
ultimately governments of all levels will survive and
enjoy the support of the public only if they perform,
particularly as competition and proxy competition
become more important not only within the country
but also internationally.
Those of us who believe in the importance of the
states have to take care to argue not about what are
generally described as states' rights but about
whether state governments are more efficient
providers of services to the public and closer to the
people who elect them, and whether there is a
benefit to the public in the continued existence of the
states. People will support state politicians only if
we are able to deliver the goods.
The honourable member for Werribee also referred
to Singapore. Singapore can be described as having
one of the most successful socialist governments in
the world. I understand that it was so successful it
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was expelled from Socialist International some years
ago. It seems to have gone from strength to strength
since then.
The honourable member for Werribee began his
contribution by commenting on the availability of a
consolidated financial agreement. I was surprised
that he raised this point because on my reading of
the schedule to the bill, which relates to the 1994
agreement, the agreement totally replaces all
preceding commonwealth-state financial
agreements, with the limited exception of some
clauses that will be in force until the new financial
agreement is fully operational.
Although the honourable member's remarks in that
regard might be misconceived, I fully agree with his
main point about ensuring that the commonwealth
does not continue with its overbearing manner of
recent years. The opposition's support for the
legislation is most welcome.
Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer) - I thank
honourable members for their contributions to the
debate. I appreciate the bipartisan support for the
bill and the principles that underpin it.
It is clear that the bill has led to a wide debate that
examined the important issues of
commonwealth-state financial and other
relationships. Consistent with the agreement of all
the states and the commonwealth the bill ratifies the
new financial agreement, which makes a number of
changes to the relationship between the
commonwealth and the states as part of a general
trend for the commonwealth to look to the states to
assume increasing responsibility for the conduct of
their own affairs.
As the Australian federation, while still very tightly
knit, has headed in the direction of each government
having greater accountability in the conduct of its
own affairs, rating agencies and capital markets
have discriminated between states and between the
commonwealth and each state. Although the
Victorian government supports the trend to greater
accountability, it must be understood that a number
of the challenges remain, particularly the approach
of credit rating agencies.
By comparison with what happens in other
countries there is a fairly narrow spread of credit
ratings among Australian states, but the relative
rating concept has been pushed beyond the point of
adequately recognising the interdependence of the
Australian states and the commonwealth. There is a
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good degree of consensus among governments,
including the commonwealth, that the standing of
Australian governments is linked to the
performance of those governments and that any
deterioration in the performance of anyone state or
the commonwealth itself will have an impact on the
pOSition of Australian borrowers generally. That
connotes justification for a fairly narrow spread of
credit ratings.
There has been a tendency to push the relative rating
concept beyond justification. The experience of the
present Victorian government illustrates that point.
Although it inherited an unstable budgetary
pOSition and despite the fact that there is a Labor
government in Canberra, the government has
enjoyed strong support from other Australian
governments, in particular the commonwealth, in
redressing the budgetary position in which Victoria
found itself. That has been seen by other
governments as being in their interests as well as in
the interests of Victoria.
There has been a welcome advance in
commonwealth-state relations, which manifests
itself in the bill and the agreement to which it
relates. In addition, the three-year agreement that
the commonwealth will maintain the overall level of
funding to the states in real per capita terms is an
advance on the previous arrangement. Although it
does not redress the imbalance that grew up over
the past decade, during which in total, on a net basis
the states lost revenue share to the extent of about
$3.7 billion, it certainly gives greater predictability
and shares the natural burden of reconstruction
more fairly than did previous arrangements.
Also in need of greater attention are moves to reduce
duplications in the delivery of services and to
downsize the surrounding bureaucracy, and they
are on the agenda. To some extent there is a dispute
between central agencies in both state and federal
jurisdictions and the line agencies. The line agencies
see themselves as having a community interest that
runs against the trend being pursued by the Council
of Australian Governments.
In the interests of taxpayers we support the
reduction of duplication at federal, state and local
government levels. It is nonsensical to have a huge
transport bureaucracy in Canberra when the
responsibility for transport service delivery rests
with the state. It is even more absurd to have a huge
bureaucracy in education and health when the
commonwealth does not educate one child or treat
one patient. Obviously there is room for
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rationalisation, not only to provide better
a~countability but also to achieve substantial cost
reductions across the nation.
There is a lot of talk about micro-economic reform
but precious little action in implementing it at the
national level or on a multi-state basis. The drive
tends to come from the commonwealth to a limited
extent but mostly from the state government, which
in most respects is leading the way in the
implementation of micro-economic reform. We
believe it is important that the challenge be taken up
across Australia. As Australian industries have to
benchmark their performance against their overseas
competitors, so the lesson is being driven home to us
as a nation that no area of cost structure can be
immune from the drive to improve efficiency, get
greater accountability and be competitive. Although
Victoria is content to take the lead, whether the
nation benefits fully will depend on the lead being
followed or even caught up with by the whole
nation.
This is an important bill. The financial agreement is
important and the signs of the development of a
new, positive and cooperative federalism are strong.
Some areas in which diversity and competition will
be important in demonstrating advances in policy
should not be pushed into uniformity, but overall
the bill is important in underpinning the financial
agreement and as part of a more cooperative form of
commonwealth-state relations. I commend the bill to
the house.
Motion agreed to.
Read second time.
Passed remaining stages.

TOBACCO LEAF INDUSTRY
(DEREGULATION) BILL
Second reading
Debate resumed from 21 April; motion of
Mr W. D. McGRATH (Minister for Agriculture).
Ms MARPLE (Altona) - I t has been suggested
that in this debate all speakers should confess
whether they are reformed smokers, interim
smokers or non-smokers.
Mr Kilgour - What are you?
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Ms MARPLE - As many people say about
various types of substance use, I tried it in my
student days. I am pleased that I am not a smoker
not only because I want to maintain my good health
but also because I have been saved the expense of
cigarettes over the years.
The tobacco industry has benefited from legislation
in the past. According to the second-reading speech
the bill will deregulate the industry by, firstly,
repealing the Marketing of Primary Products Act
1958 and the Tobacco Leaf Industry Stabilisation Act
1966 and, secondly, transferring the property rights
and liabilities of the Victorian Tobacco Leaf
Marketing Board to a grower-owned enterprise, the
Tobacco Cooperative of Victoria Ltd.
The Industry Commission draft report on tobacco
growers and tobacco industries released on 7 April
1994, which calls for comment on the industry,
contains a good deal of information about the
tobacco industry. Information is also available from
the Department of Agriculture, which has been
closely involved with the tobacco industry over the
years. The Quit program also produces information
about the dangers of smoking tobacco. I was also
able to gain information from growers, the Tobacco
Leaf Marketing Board and interested parties in the
community.
Although I am a non-smoker and have never grown
tobacco, I am familiar with the areas of Victoria in
which tobacco is grown. I was privileged to stand as
an ALP candidate for the federal seat of Indi which
takes in Myrtleford in north-eastern Victoria and
spoke to many growers at considerable length. That
part of Victoria is beautiful, and its high-quality soil
produced an industry that many of our early Italian
migrants took up.
Tobacco is grown in more than 120 countries. The
world production of tobacco is about 7.5 million
tonnes, of which Australia growers produce 0.2 per
cent. The largest producer of tobacco in the world is
China, which produces 40 per cent of the world's
tobacco. That is followed by the United States of
America, which produces about 10 per cent.
ApproXimately 10 per cent of tobacco leaf is traded
internationally and the rest is used in tobacco
products in the country in which it is grown.
Demand for tobacco is derived from the
manufacture of tobacco products, and 8 per cent of
tobacco leaf is used for cigarettes. Australia has four
tobacco-growing areas and about 600 growers. The
largest area is in North Queensland, where
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approximately 60 per cent of Australia's tobacco is
grown. In north-eastern Victoria around Myrtleford
a further 36 per cent of Australian tobacco is grown.
The remainder is scattered between south
Queensland and New South Wales.
According to a federal report, all the Australian crop
is sold on the domestic market, although the
Tobacco Leaf Marketing Board report says it has a
small export order for 260 tonnes of Australian
tobacco sold at international prices to Taiwan. That
information is changing all the time and it is
important to keep up with it.
As in all developed countries, the per capita demand
for tobacco products in Australia is declining.
Various programs have been put in place by all
Australian governments and that has increased the
knowledge in the community of the harm tobacco
products can cause. The policies of all Australian
governments have influenced the consumption of
domestic tobacco products by increasing taxes and
therefore the prices. As a non-smoker I am often
amazed at the cost of cigarettes when I notice
someone in front of me at a shop buying a packet.
The actions of various governments have reduced
consumption levels that may have otherwise
prevailed.
Tobacco is addictive and is one of the most difficult
drugs to give up. I am not sure why it is the most
addictive drug, but I know of friends who have had
great difficulty giving it up.
Mr W. D. McGRATH (Minister for
Agriculture) - On a point of order, Mr Acting
Speaker, we are discussing a tobacco bill, and at
3 o'clock in the shearing industry time is
traditionally allowed for a smoko. I was wondering
what consideration you, Mr Acting Speaker, have
given to the smoko today?
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr E. R. Smith) Order! While the Chair finds the remark amusing,
there is no point of order.
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The 200 growers in Victoria, who are situated in the
valleys of the north-east of the state, crop a total area
of aroWld 5000 hectares. Most are specialist growers
with average holdings of 25 to 30 hectares. Given the
changing needs of the industry, the size of the
holdings is of concern. One could traditionally with
tobacco make a reasonable return on 25 to 30
hectares, but it is not profitable to have such small
plots of land in other agricultural purSuits, so that is
one of the difficulties the growers have which may
explain why there is some unwillingness to change.
This is where we find the figures sometimes vary.
Victoria produces 37 per cent of the Australian
tobacco crop. The whole of the Australian crop is
purchased by the three remaining tobacco
manufacturers, W.D. and H.O. Wills, Rothmans of
Pall Mall (Aust.) Ltd and Philip Morris Ltd.
The industry is highly regulated and has operated
under complementary state-commonwealth
legislation, the Tobacco Marketing Act 1965, and a
series of tobacco industry stabilising plans. The
commonwealth and the states have agreed to an
extension of the current agreements only until
September 1995, hence the introduction of the bill at
this time.
Each tobacco grower has a basic quota related to the
historical allocation. Under the current
arrangements the quantity of tobacco a grower may
deliver - that is, the quota entitlement - is
determined by tobacco sales in the previous period
and the manufacturers' stocks. This, along with the
dramatic decline in income from $29 million in
1992-93 to $18 million in 1993-94, shows even in that
short time a large decline in tobacco needed, and one
would expect that decline to be even more
pronoWlced in future.
It was decided that without some government

intervention the communities of the Ovens, King
and Kiewa valleys and Myrtleford, which are
heavily dependent on the tobacco growing industry,
would suffer serious economic and social
dislocation; they would be particularly hard hit.

Ms MARPLE (Altona) - Thank you very much,
Mr Acting Speaker, I am so pleased that the minister

sticks to the award and ensures there are smoko
times. In fact, language is very important and if I
had my way I would change the expression' smoko'.
But I am pleased he is staying with the award and
not drawing up a contract that does not allow
shearers to have a break at that time.

It is pleasing to know that that social problem is
being addressed. It has always been tradition in our
country that farmers are considered during
downturns in the economy or natural disasters.
Mc W. D. McGrath - It came from government
policies from either side.
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Ms MARPLE - Yes, and I think that is
appropriate. As the minister has just indicated, no
honourable member would want this industry to
languish under low per farm levels of tobacco
production, nor would we want to see those
communities in enormous strife. Therefore, the
Victorian government is seeking to restructure the
industry. We agree that that is what should happen.
The government has considered the submissions put
by tobacco growers, and has engaged in
consultation, I am pleased to see, with all people
involved. The Treasurer, the minister and the
government are to be congratulated on that fact.
They jointly announced the provision of a
restructuring package of $3 million, which will assist
growers with an uncertain future in front of them to
leave the industry.
Part of that package provides for the deregulation of
the Victorian industry by repealing the existing
tobacco legislation. As I said before, the bill will
transfer the assets of the Tobacco Leaf Marketing
Board to a new orower cooperative, which will
market the leaf for the remaining, more viable
growers in the deregulated market.
The quota retirement scheme should be examined. It
is aimed at assisting growers who feel their
enterprise is no longer viable, and will therefore
leave the remaining growers with a larger share of
the Victorian quota in the last year of the tobacco
industry stabilisation plans. That is the agreement.
The Rural Finance Corporation is managing the
quota retirement very successfully in consultation
with the Department of Agriculture and grower
organisations. They produce some excellent
information in a simple format for the farmers; I
presume they produce the information in other
languages also. I hope so because some of the
tobacco growers who have now put many years into
the industry have some difficulty understanding
English and have asked for support. I am pleased to
note that a government funded rural ethnic access
worker has been in Myrtleford helping people
during this time of adjustment. I am sure it has been
of great assistance to the tobacco growing families to
have a liaison person working between them and the
department.
Many people would like to see the rural ethnic
access worker funded further through this stressful
time of adjustment, and I am sure the minister will
make sure that happens because in times of change
there is a need for people who can cross barriers of
time and language to assist others.
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The amount of money that growers who take up the
package will receive will vary depending on the
quota holding. On an average, growers have about
2S 000 kilos of the basic quota, and the average
payment to retiring growers is around the $50 000
mark. As all honourable members would know, that
is not a great deal of money, but it will be of great
assistance. People are already preparing for this
change, and in September 1995 deregulation will
occur. I hope it will leave us with a viable industry
and that the people who are left on the tobacco
farms will be able to continue in the industry in a
profitable way.
A great deal of support is proVided under the Rural
Adjustment Scheme (RAS). This includes household
support, which is important, and advice on handling
finances. The scheme provides information on
different ways that people can keep their homes,
which may have been their family homes for a
considerable period of time, while being able to sell
the land. I have been told that local councillors have
been most helpful in this area. It makes a difference
when people under stress receive support from their
local councils and their local member of Parliament,
who has faithfully represented them over the
years-Mr Hamilton interjected.
Ms MARPLE - And I am sure they have always
been able to rely on him. Commonwealth assistance
has also been provided in the tobacco industry, and I
hope that will continue. The Victorian government
and the tobacco growing industry made
representations to the commonwealth government
asking it to complement the Victorian government's
restructuring initiative.
In January the federal Minister for Primary
Industries and Energy established a working group
to examine a number of issues relating to the decline
in the tobacco industry and alternatives to tobacco
growing. It is interesting to read the tenns of
reference that the working group looked at: they
included opportunities for alternative crops in the
tobacccrgrowing regions of Australia, the
effectiveness of the rural adjustment scheme and
other measures that may assist adjustment in the
industry.
The working group reported to Senator Collins early
in April and he deferred any government response
on the report until after the commonwealth budget
comes down in May. However it is important that
people who have an interest in the tobacco
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industry - and there are a variety of them - take
up the opportunity to comment on the report and let
the commonwealth government know what is
needed.
There is always concern when a major change
occurs, and we can appreciate the magnitude of that
concern when we look at the national quota figures.
In 1980 the national quota was 15.1 million
kilograms; in 1993 it was 8.1 million kilograms, and
it is estimated to be about the same for 1994-95.
Mr Hamilton interjected.
Ms MARPLE - It is a considerable amount, and
I suppose smokers can take heart from that. I am not
saying that people who smoke are not concerned
about their own health and that of others, but those
of us who are deeply concerned about health would
take heart from fewer cigarettes being sold.
In times of change people worry, and a group called
the Tobacco Industry Revival Movement has been
fonned.
Mr Cole - Are they the ones with the revival bus
down in the City Square?
Mr W. D. McGrath -It's like Custer's last stand!
Ms MARPLE - I do not think the group wants to
make sure we all take up smoking again. It is
looking at the industry as a whole and seeking
alternatives for tobacco leaf. An industry based on
drug use is very profitable, and asking people to
move into less profitable industries causes a fair
amount of stress, as I am sure all honourable
members will understand. Tobacco farmers have a
skill in growing tobacco, and they have been doing it
for a long time. This is a talent they have, just as
everybody else has certain talents despite what
might be said about tobacco being a drug that causes
a lot of ill health.
Mr Jasper - It is not illegal.
Ms MARPLE - It is legal, and I will touch on
that further. All human beings, it would seem, have
some addiction or another: some of us have a
stronger need for some substances than for others,
and we express it in different ways. The Industry
Commission report entitled The Tobacco Growing and
Manufacturing Industries had some interesting things
to say about that. It discussed addiction in great
detail and talked about rational people. It would be
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interesting to note what it says about rational people
around here! The report states at page 188:
A rational person recognises that consumption of a
harmful good ... has adverse effects on future ability
and earnings .. .

The report goes on to state:
From their perspective, much depends on the meaning
of addiction ...

Mr Hamilton - Sounds like an Industry
Commission report!
Ms MARPLE -It is a ripper, isn't it! The report
goes on a great deal about people becoming
addicted to cigarettes, cocaine, alcohol, work, eating,
music, television, and standards of living. It says
that other people might be addicted to religion and
many other activities.
Mr W. D. McGrath interjected.
Ms MARPLE - This is a basic human need we
are alluding to, Minister.
The report examined the problems people encounter
in attempting to give up an addiction, and referred
to people with personalities that predispose them to
addiction problems.
An honourable member opposite said that tobacco is
a legal drug, that it is part of our history and our
lives. Making drugs illegal does not help in assisting
others to overcome their addictions. All it does is
make some people wealthy. It is important to
examine ways of helping those with distressing
addictions.
Mr W. D. McGrath interjected.
Ms MA RP LE - I believe we should consider
legaliSing other drugs. I note that the minister is
signalling another government member to take up
that point. It should be debated because what is
happening now does not assist those who are
addicted. All that happens is that we ensure the
continuation of an illegal industry that takes up the
time of the police and welfare agents and makes
some people very wealthy indeed.
It has been shown that tobacco smoking has caused

many deaths. Education and public awareness
campaigns have meant that we are far better off in
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this area, but we should look at other drugs as well.
I am sure other members will take up the issue.
The Tobacco Industry Revival Movement has many
concerns. I am sure ministers and other honourable
members have received letters from that
organisation explaining its concerns about what is
happening in the tobacco industry. It is concerned
about the government's buyout offer, which may
divide the industry into the accepted and the
rejected grower groups. Some growers are
successful but others are just surviving. The rural
ethnic access worker will assist in helping growers
work out their concerns.
As a result of the enonnous changes some people
may be discriminated against. I am sure the
minister, the government and the local member will
do what they can to ensure that this does not happen
but the concerns must be taken on board. A conflict
of interest may occur but I am sure that can be
worked through with the help of departmental
officers. They know these people well. The rural
ethnic access worker will be able to speak to those
whose English does not enable them to work out the
issues.
It has also been suggested to me, and I am sure to
others, that confidential material about the amount
grown by tobacco growers and their earnings has
been given to local banks and others who are
interested in buying out growers. Concern has been
expressed about the possible disclosure of
confidential material. I do not say that has happened
but I ask the minister to examine that matter.
Some growers feel that the smaller growers are
being sacrificed to subsidise the debt structure of
larger growers. Perhaps the more affluent and
educated fanners are able to use the system better
than the others. These are genuine concerns and they
must be worked through. We cannot have a
community divided because it believes that some
sections have not been looked after as well as others.
I am sure that will be attended to. We do not want a
feeling in the community that there are the haves
and have-nots.
At any time of change the rumour machine works
well. I am not sure how to deal with a rumour
machine-Mr Cole - You vote against it.
Ms MARPLE - I will keep that in mind. Those
who have worked in agricultural areas know that at
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times of great stress rural communities are good at
working things through. I am sure they will be
assisted by deparbnental officers and the rural
ethnic access worker. That is important and we hope
the funding will continue.
TRIM pointed out that some growers are too
frightened to speak up because they believe they
will suffer discrimination. We must take those
matters seriously. My understanding of the
restructuring is that consultation with the
community has taken place and will continue. When
change is occurring those who are undergoing
change need to feel that to some degree they are in
control, and to do that they must be fully infonned
and heard. It is one thing to consult but it is not
enough. People must be prepared to accept the rules
under which they must work. Not everyone will be
happy; that is impossible. We know that and I
believe those involved are also aware of it. I am
pleased to have the chance to put those points.
Farmers are changing their practices. An interesting
article by Claude Forell in the Age of 25 January 1994
talked about fanners having to look for other
livelihoods. Some of our fanners come from
Mediterranean countries, which are famous for their
food and wine. We are beholden to our migrant
population for sharing their knowledge and customs
with us, which we have adopted. The area under
discussion is famous for its wines. Wine, like
tobacco, is a legal drug, one that most people enjoy,
if only on rare occasions.
Mr Jasper interjected.
Ms MARPLE - It is a legal substance that
changes the way people behave. One only has to be
here late at night to see its effects.
Mr Jasper -It is not a drug.
Ms MARPLE - It is a drug. A person can
become dependent on it. Society now has a different
view of alcohol. Earlier this century it was banned.
People now understand that they can enjoy alcohol
if it is consumed in moderation. Those of us who are
old enough will remember the dreadful days of the
6 o'clock swill. Sensible trading hours for liquor
outlets have overcome that.
The ACIlNG SPEAKER (Mr Cooper) - Order! I
take it that is a passing reference.
Ms MARPLE - It concerns education,
regulations and legislation. At one stage alcohol was
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considered to be a great evil that should be stamped
out; but society has discovered it can live with it.
Although I do not have the figures for
alcohol-related deaths, many people die from
alcohol abuse. That is a problem society has fOW1d
ways of dealing with, just as it is finding ways of
dealing with tobacco consumption. The bill reflects
those changes.
The various addictions affecting our society have
been referred to. Tobacco farmers in the north-east
are considering what products they can grow other
than tobacco. Much of their land will be turned over
to food and wine production. Many farmers are
changing over to producing wine - the north-east
produces beautiful wine - and some farmers are
also growing peppermint.
An honourable member interjected.
Ms MARPLE - They might or might not make
as much money from alternative crops as they have
from producing a legal drug.
An honourable member interjected.
Ms MARPLE - I t is a pity that the honourable
member has not listened to the whole debate.
Farmers are growing for different markets, moving
from tobacco production to growing chestnuts,
walnuts, apples, cherries, blueberries, raspberries
and other summer berries. Some are engaged in
intensive cropping for the domestic and export fresh
vegetable markets, as well as for canneries. The
export market for fresh vegetables and fruit could be
greatly expanded, as could chemical-free farming.
Victoria already has the cleanest agriculture in the
world. Farmers in those valleys should seriously
consider their options. A fair amount of chemicals
are used in the growing of tobacco. The production
of organically grown fruit and vegetables could be
expanded. If honourable members are frightened of
the term 'organic', other terms can be used to
describe the crops. Along with many other people I
would be pleased to see a reduction in the use of
chemicals. Growing crops to produce essential oils is
another interesting option. Emus can be farmed for
their skin and meat, and ostrich farming is also an
interesting option.
I recommend to all honourable members who are
interested in alternative farming the Seymour field
days, which have magnificent displays of those
methods. Some people are worried about the term
'alternative farming methods'. Although farmers are
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used to broadacre agriculture - or in this case,
intensive tobacco farming - farming methods are
becoming more diverse. In the not too distant future
alternative farming methods will no longer be
considered alternative. Our grape-growing, citrus
and grain industries may not continue to use
traditional farming methods. Perhaps alternative
methods could even be used in the sheep and cattle
industries.
Value adding is necessary, and niche markets have
to be fOW1d. Farmers, or those who suddenly find
themselves W1employed cannot be expected to get
hold of a couple of acres and find a niche market to
produce for. A good deal of marketing skill is
required, perhaps directing production to the
gourmet market. I am pleased that governments of
all persuasions are aware of that need and have set
up programs to enable people to develop those
important marketing skills. Otherwise farmers may
put their hearts and souls into producing products
only to find there are no markets. Farmers need to
know how to carry out market research. I am sure
tha t some members of the house would know how
to go about that, but others would need a great deal
of training.
I have seen farmers showing off their niche-market
products at field days, including the Seymour field
days. I am always amazed not only by the variety
and quality of the products but also by the skills
shown in packaging and marketing them in ways
that buyers cannot resist. I always return home with
many jams and sauces. The enterprises begin in farm
kitchens to supplement incomes and gradually
develop into major components of the incomes of
those farms. That has also been seen in the wool
industry.
The article by Claude Forell published in the Age of
25 January 1994 refers to niche markets for gourmet
products produced in the valleys. The article states
that COW1try centres are renowned for their fine
wines, specialty cheeses, mustards and smoked trout
and that enterprising women make jams, chutneys
and pickles from the local produce.
The article refers to new restaurants soon to be
opened at the Brown Brothers Milawa winery. I am
not sure whether honourable members are aware of
how many people are employed there, but the last
time I visited it more than 100 people were working
a t the winery.
Mr Hamilton interjected.
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Ms MARPLE - We had an interesting debate
about whether wines are an addictive drug. I will
talk about that with the honourable member later.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Cooper) - Order!
That would be a good idea. Now let us talk about
tobacco.
Ms MARPLE - This is relevant to tobacco; this is
the alternative that farmers must search out, and
they must be assisted in that search.
This is not a new phenomenon, even though Claude
Forell might not have been there previously. When I
lived in the north-east for some years I enjoyed
visiting local restaurants for Sunday lunches.
However, I do not have time for that now.
People in tobacco farming communities have skills
that can be developed as they find they have to
move on. It is interesting what the next generation
has achieved in undertaking further education. As
honourable members know, migrants have always
been keen to ensure that their children and
grandchildren have the best education available to
enable them to undertake work in a variety of areas.
Migrants in north-eastern Victoria have always
handed down their skills to each generation.
Migrants are marrying the education that has been
offered by the state with the knowledge they have
brought from other countries, particularly the
Mediterranean countries. Although the area is
already extremely good at attracting visitors, it has
the potential to develop even further to enable
visitors from other countries and interstate to also
enjoy its products.
As has been the case with the wine industry, these
products have the potential for export and can
enhance our export industry. Who would have
thought 20 years ago how well Victorian wineries
would be doing now? I must confess that when I
visited the wineries 20 or 30 years ago they were not
the places they are now with vast numbers of
visitors. The locals would know where to go to get
their barrels of port, and now they must compete
with hundreds of visitors.
This area has enormous potential and I am sure it
will grow. The proposed legislation to restructure
the tobacco industry has been produced in
consultation with the local tobacco farmers and with
the support of both sides of the house. It will make a
vast difference to north-eastern Victoria and the
families involved.
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As is set out in the article I referred to, the
Department of Agriculture has done an excellent job
of informing tobacco growers that if the tobacco
industry is to survive - there are many thoughts as
to whether it will or not - the cultivation area must
be halved, and the most efficient farmers will need
to farm and manage that smaller area. The economic
and social impact on the region must be managed in
such a way that growth and stability will be
provided not only to Victorians in general but also
to the local people who did such an excellent job
beca use SOCiety asked them to.
I know those people suffer from the feeling that they
are producing a drug. After all, there has been a
great deal of discussion in the community about
tobacco. It must have been difficult for some farmers
to move away from growing a substance which so
many people smoked without any worries to
knowing that the industry in which they are
involved is causing enormous health problems
within the community. All of that must be taken into
account when restructuring an industry.
One of the statements mentioned in the article is
true: these skilled farmers are extremely adaptable
and can grow other produce. As the article says, 'If
you can grow tobacco, you can grow anything'.
Although that is true, the farmers need some
assistance and I am pleased that that is being offered.
I will mention why the growing of tobacco is such a
skill. Tobacco is a temperamental plant; it is not
something that anyone can grow in the backyard
like most people can grow plants in little pots.
Tobacco needs painstaking care. Anybody who has
been in the area knows how important the weather
is for tobacco growing, as it is for other crops such as
vines, fruit trees and vegetables. Tobacco farmers
must develop the skills to deal with the weather
conditions that prevail.
A research station at Myrtleford was established to
support tobacco farmers. Much research has been
done over the years to ensure that those farmers
produced the product society demanded. That
research station is now changing its emphasis; it is
examining what can be done not only to improve
tobacco quality and productivity but also to develop
alternative crops for tobacco farmers to grow.
An alternative crop is the harvesting of asparagus.
Asparagus cannot be harvested for two years but, as
anyone who has grown it in backyard gardens
would know, it keeps popping up. Asparagus is
more popular and in greater demand these days. It
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has few calories and people can eat it without
feeling guilty.
The article mentions formidable obstacles and the
opposition does not suggest it will be easy. The
farms are around 40 hectares in size and must be
cropped intensively to provide farmers with an
adequate income.
The tobacco industry has always been protected and
there has always been a good return for tobacco
growers. Research is needed into what land is
suitable for the various alternative products I have
mentioned. It is not enough just to say, 'Oh, it is
good soil and the weather is fine around here, let's
whack in a few vines and make a profit in a few
years'. We need to know what can be done and how
much capital each farmer will need.
Although the government is offering $3 million for
the readjustment that amount will not go far and
will work out at around $50 000 for each farmer.
Many crops I have mentioned have long
establishment lead times. In the case of walnuts and
chestnuts it is 10 years. Although such long lead
times may not apply in the case of many of the
vegetables, it is still a matter of concern. A good deal
of support is required for farmers switching from
tobacco growing to other areas of agriculture
production.
Honourable members will realise that the area under
discussion is good cattle growing country and many
of the farmers have probably run a few cattle in a
paddock or on leased land. However, many hectares
are required for the farming of cattle. Lot feeding is
an alternative, but I am not sure whether it would be
suitable in the relevant areas. I am not a great
supporter of lot feeding but it may be adopted with
gusto by government members. Lot feeding needs to
be handled carefully; the trend is towards more
intensive feeding of animals.
Another interesting alternative for which the skills
are available is the making of salami. I have no
knowledge of how to make salami, except that it
contains pork and chillies and you need to know
how to smoke it. I suppose the old tobacco kilns
could come into play there. A problem may be
compliance with health regulations which apply to
the production and sale of that type of product,
regulations which are designed to ensure the health
of the community is looked after. Perhaps the
development of niche markets in the relevant areas
should be considered, together with how regulations
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may be adjusted while maintaining health
standards. Nearby Wangaratta would provide a
ready market for many of the goods produced by
farmers taking up the alternative land uses I have
mentioned.
I hope that the skills mentioned in the article and the
skills we know are available will be utilised by those
who oversee the transition of farmers from growing
tobacco to alternative occupations so that the area
will provide an exciting future for the next
generation that wishes to settle there and so that
consumers will benefit from the availability of new
and different products.
Although it is important to consider what support
will be given to farmers affected by the
restructuring, it is also important to take into
account that up to 3000 workers are currently
employed directly or indirectly in the Victorian
tobacco industry. There is an Australian tradition of
ensuring farmers are assisted when they move out of
the industry or when they are facing crises such as
droughts and floods. The flow-on effect from
primary industries provides employment in other
areas and it is important to make sure that farmers
can move into smaller alternative farming areas that
will generate jobs for those 3000 tobacco industry
workers.
This bill is not closing down the tobacco industry; it
is making it more viable. Perhaps half of the 3000
workers may end up working in other industries
connected with the tobacco industry.
Many workers will still be employed in the industry.
As technology improves, fewer people are needed to
do the same work. All people must have a role to
play in our society and they must feel they can
contribute in some way.
The government has allocated $3 million for the
restructuring of the tobacco industry and to ensure
that farmers can move into other skills areas. We
must also ensure that people indirectly involved in
farming are able to gain employment in rural areas.
Of course, the 3000 workers in north-eastern Victoria
are not alone. The majority of workers in the tobacco
industry are in Queensland and northern New South
Wales. Many workers are employed in the
value-added industries.
Mr Hamilton - What about the workers in the
health industry?
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Ms MARPLE - Yes, they have been assisted by
the tobacco industry. The health industry is also
very important. The bill will take us into a new era.
The opposition hopes the farmers in the north-east
of Victoria will be looked after so that the state can
benefit, as the people leaving the industry are
benefiting.
Although there is some uncertainty about the
farmers concerned, I am pleased we have learned
more about tobacco. The former Labor government
did considerable work on alerting people to the
dangers of smoking. It looked at the issue as a cost to
society because every day people who smoke are
dying.
Although I acknowledge the skills of people in the
industry, including those growing the tobacco leaf, I
am pleased that the number of people involved is
being reduced and that more studies are being
carned out into smoking. I am pleased that many
people have given up their smoking habit, and I
hope that trend continues.
I am worried that many young women are taking up
smoking. We need to study why that is so. Many of
them are the mothers of the future, and I am
concerned their smoking habit will impact on future
genera tions.
It is important to examine what has been. done about

public awareness and public funding. I
acknowledge what the former Labor government
did about advertising and smoking. It is difficult to
believe that we advertise the use of drugs of
addiction that kill so many people. Society does not
talk about dying, and most young people you talk to
about the problems of smoking say, 'Well, you are
going to die sooner or later'. Smokers can die from
heart attacks or various cancers that can lead to a
slow death. I am pleased that the former Labor
government funded the Quit campaign and
developed health programs which had much to do
with countering the smoking habit. I do not back
away from governments imposing taxes on these
drugs. Governments have an obligation to make
sure that the costs of induced health problems such
as conditions caused. by tobacco smoking are
handed on or are charged to the people indulging in
that activity.
The Industry Commission report considered not just
the costs of producing tobacco leaf but also the
health costs. 1bis is a bill of substance. It enables
honourable members to examine issues of great
concern to society. The opposition hopes the bill will
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do all that it seeks to do for people in the industry. I
hope the government will continue that
commitment, although that has not been evident in
its approach to advertising. The government turns
away from that commitment when it suits. I am
thinking of the car race that everyone on the other
side thinks of the house is so wonderful. The
government appears willing to quit, to turn its back
on the health problems caused by tobacco growing.
Members of the opposition support the bill and hope
it does what it sets out to do. We hope the
deregulation process is speedy in those areas where
it is required. I am pleased the bill sets out the
deregulation process in a way that helps everybody
to know just what is happening. The bill will give
support to the people who know that changes have
to take place and will enable the industry to cope
with those changes.
The Tobacco Cooperative of Victoria is a
grower-owned enterprise. Those of us on this side
who support cooperatives - there are many on the
other side who do, too - wish it well.
Mr Hamilton - They are socialists.

Ms MARPLE - Yes, I know.
Mr Maclellan - There are a few secret ones.

Ms MARPLE - The Minister for Planning says
there are a few secret socialists on the other side! The
opposition wishes the cooperative every success and
hopes it will achieve everything it wants to. The
opposition hopes the industry will be viable despite
its having to deal with the many problems
associated with deregulation. Our society is fairly
experienced in dealing with deregulation. Some of
us are not so sure about the virtues of deregulation,
but we now have a better idea of how it must be
managed.
The bill sets out how it should happen. I know the
department is working towards ensuring that the
deregulation of the industry is as painless as
possible for the farmers involved. The opposition
wishes the bill well.
Mr MICALLEF (Springvale) - I endorse the
shadow minister's support for the bill. I learnt a
great deal from her substantial contribution, which
demonstrated her understanding of the industry.
The bill attempts to make the industry more viable. I
believe the industry is dying, so any attempt to
make it viable and healthy in its dying days is a
contradiction in terms.
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Both the financial and social aspects of the industry
must be examined. The finandal aspect is that some
3000 people earn a living from the tobacco industry.
The social aspect concerns the consequences of using
the product. Those two factors make the industry
substantial. The move towards the deregulation of
the industry shows that people have done their
homework. If that is what the growers want, and so
long as there are safeguards to ensure that
monopolies cannot grab a major piece of the tobacco
action, I do not have a problem.
The establishment of the tobacco cooperative - we
on this side of the house support cooperatives will put a bit of sodalism back into the conservative
side of politics. That will not hurt, and it should be
extended to other areas if it works well! If that
happened, it would have to be called by another
name to make it look as though it was the Premier's
initiative - and if it achieved the desired result,
members of the opposition would just quietly nod
their heads.
If the cooperative is successful and rewards those in
the industry for the hours they put in and the efforts
they make, it will be good. As is the case in every
other area, Victoria is going through a crisis in that
sense, given the demands for efficiency and so on.
So long as the cooperative is not replaced by
monopolies or cartels, the opposition will support it.

The sodal consequences of the industry must be
considered. Public awareness has given rise to
concerns about the effects of tobacco smoking, and
eventually there will be more pressure to downsize
the industry. The industry must take that important
issue into account I trust the bill can accommodate
the eventual winding down of the industry to the
stage where it will cease to exist.
The use of tobacco comes under the umbrella of
substance abuse and addiction. Its side effects are
very well known. The honourable member for
Frankston is aware of that. The three honourable
members who are or have been members of the
Victorian Health Promotion Foundation are all fully
aware of the aims and objectives of that
organisation. The money collected from a levy on
tobacco sales is used for campaigns against smoking
and to promote community health. It is ironic that
the money comes from the tobacco industry, but in
this case the contributions are put to good effect.
The social consequences go much further than that.
The Australian Medical Association has been at the
forefront in warning the community about the
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hazards of cigarette smoking. The AMA wrote to
me, as a consequence of which I wrote to the
Premier. I received a reply which pointed out, as
some honourable members have already said, that
tobacco is a legal substance. Just because something
is legal does not mean it is appropriate, proper or
should be promoted. There is a big difference! As a
community we must strike a balance. The tobacco
industry is responsible for 10 million deaths
worldwide each year, and that is a Significant figure.
In other times something that caused 10 million
deaths a year would have been called a plague; now
it is called something that is socially undesirable.
The difference between a plague and something that
is socially undesirable is that the latter is legal. 1bat
is just a play on words. The fact is that tobacco use is
responsible for those deaths. It is estimated that a
similar number of deaths from tobacco-related
diseases will occur between now and 2010.
According to the AMA, every day in Australia
252 children smoke their first cigarettes to replace
the 54 adults who die daily from their smoking
addiction. Parliament must be concerned about that.
Honourable members would be acting irresponsibly
if they were to ignore this problem and its effects on
the community and the restriction of resources
within the health sector. Many of the 54 who die
every day require substantial resources from
hospitals before they pass away. Many need
extensive and sophisticated treatment to treat
diseases like cancer. It is a serious issue.
The AMA letter further states that tobacco kills
one-third of its consumers, on average, 21 years
earlier than their non-smoking cOWlterparts. Every
now and then you meet a smoker who is aged about
90 and who says, 'I've never had a day's illness in
my life', but some people could eat lead every day
and get away with it They are the sorts of
arguments that have been used in the past, when
smoking was seen to be glamorous.
Many honourable members go home late at night,
put up their feet and watch a black-and-white movie
on television - generally to relieve the tensions of
this place! Instead of sitting up with a cigarette and a
scotch, we watch an old movie with Humphrey
Bogart and Lauren Sacall puffing away - then we
remember that Humphrey Bogart died from cancer
in his SOs.
The culture in the early days made smoking trendy;
in those days yuppies smoked, whereas now they
carry mobile phones. It is a matter of whatever turns
you on! The culture has changed. Mobile phones
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may be annoying, especially at times during the past
week with reorganisation matters under
consideration, but they certainly do not have the
same effect on health as does cigarette smoking.
I am also concerned about the promotion of tobacco
and alcohol. ill the early days of television, in
particular, the promotion of cigarettes used to be
part of the culture of advertising, particularly in
picture theatres and on advertiSing posters. Some
years ago, wherever you went you would be
confronted by tobacco sponsorship and advertising.
I will not give the sponsors a free plug, but the
world cricket series was sponsored by a tobacco
company - it used to be and probably still is known
as 'cancer stick world series cricket'! It was
promoted very effectively to attract young people,
even before they were legally able to buy tobacco.
At school I used to be into the scene of smoking
behind the sheltershed, having a puff and that sort
of nonsense; it seemed to be trendy in those days.
When I was caught I used to be belted across the
ears for doing that. I was lucky because I escaped
becoming an habitual smoker, although for many
years I had a smoke with a drink. I used to have one
cigarette a day without the need for having more. I
was considered to be a social smoker.
My contact with asbestos in industry, and the fact I
worked in an industry where asbestos was
everywhere, stopped me smoking. In those days we
were aware of the multiplier effects of smoking and
asbestos; the odds of surviving to a good age were
100 to 1. I did not like the odds so I decided not to
smoke. As a shop steward I was involved in
organising the screening of workers who came into
contact with asbestos; quite a number were
discovered to be suffering the early stages of
cancer - most were smokers. I know it is anecdotal,
but those who smoked or came into contact with
chemicals and carcinogens in various industries ran
a higher risk of contacting cancer.
That is why the AMA considers a smoker's life, on
average, will be 21 years shorter than a
non-smoker's. The quality of life for a smoker is
nowhere near the same as for a non-smoker. I
wonder how people used to smoke and then play
league football - they may have got away with it
until they were into their 30s then, but not now.
The next honourable member to contribute to this
debate is a smoker. He looks rather sickly; he should
have an X-ray and a chest check-up.
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Mr Steggall - Does he really want to know?
Mr MICALLEF - Yes, he should know. Diseases
of the chest, caused by smoking, are dangerous.
Sometimes when one speaks on the telephone to a
person one can tell that he or she is a smoker
because of the wheezing on the other end of the
telephone.
Now many workplaces and restaurants ban
smoking. Smokers are becoming social outcasts and
are forced to go outside if they wish to smoke. That
is another reason for the popularity of mobile
phones; if dining with a smoker, he or she may have
to go next door or into a separate area to smokehence, the use of a mobile phone!
Smoking has become a new field for lawyers; now
they can exploit the situation and use litigation to
earn income. I do not know whether the health of
the community has improved dramatically by
smoking being banned in many public areas, but the
practice of allowing smoking in premises leaves
open the possibility that a non-smoker may contract
a cancer-related disease and take legal action.
The opportunity to smoke is becoming more limited.
Everywhere we see smoke-free zones; we may end
up with a smoke-free planet, in which case we will
need to send smokers away from the planet!
Or Napthine interjected.
Mr MICALLEF - As the honourable member for
Portland said, some have weaknesses; I am not
saying I have none. Some people are addicted to a
whole range of things; some honourable members
are addicted to this place and never want to leave!
Tobacco advertising has an effect on young people
and has been banned by the federal government,
although it prOVides certain exemptions. Those
exemptions should not be given lightly, especially
for the grand prix. If the Parliamentary Secretary to
the Minister for Health has any pull in his party
room he should do what he can to ensure that
exemptions are not given. He should stand up to the
Premier in an attempt to stop tobacco advertising in
the state.
The heart, cancer and stroke campaigns that
endeavour to lift the health of the community will be
undermined by tobacco advertising. If exemptions
are given millions of dollars will be spent on
advertising to promote a product that costs the
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community billions of dollars financially and leads
to human misery.

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr MICALLEF - I have knocked around in
circles where pot smoking took place, and those
honourable members interjecting are just like them. I
would have them assessed because they are
obviously a bit high and into something - I suggest
an illegal substance -although some may be
growing plants in pots at the back of their farms to
make some money on the side: it is a lucrative
business.
Tobacco intrudes into family life with the
breakdown of health which then becomes a social
and community problem. Everybody should be
concerned about the impact of smoking on the
family, especially those of us who grew up in the
family home where father rolled his own cigarette
from tobacco taken out of the old Havelock tin. My
father also smoked at the table. Because of that in
our younger days we were passive smokers in the
home. Parents are role models and children often
take after their parents.
Each day 250 children take up smoking for the first
time. That is a disastrous statistic and something
should be done about it. Eventually one will have to
make a choice about making tobacco an illegal
substance; whether prohibition is the way to go is
another matter.
The shadow Attorney-General referred to the effects
of smoking on young people, especially young
women. I have pointed out many times in this place
that when my electorate office was next door to the
Springvale High School many 13, 14, 15 and
16-year-old students would eat junk food and have a
cigarette early in the morning. That is of real
concern. Not only is smoking a problem but also the
associated lifestyle that goes with it - the Big Mac
and the cigarette. It is very sad that young people
are sucked into it.
I support the deregulation of the industry and the
tightening of controls on the distribution of tobacco,
although the age at which one can smoke has been
raised. More time should be spent educating young
people on the risks of smoking. People from the
community health centres with which I am
associated visit schools on a regular basis and talk
about nutrition, smoking and other health-related
issues. More of that should be encouraged. It is far
more effective than being told to do something.
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I am also concerned about the social consequences
and the 3000 workers associated with the tobacco
industry. The government should put its money
where its mouth is and help the tobacco growers
and the workers transfer to other areas of
agricultural production, as has the federal
government with the automobile industry. We live
in a world where the proportion of available
agricultural land is shrinking. Fertile tobacco ground
can be put to good use.
I call on opposition members to put pressure on the
Premier to make the grand prix tobacco free. I place
on record my admiration of and support for the
Australian Medical Association, an organisation that
is notable for not being supportive of many
measures; Drs Brendan Nelson and Peter Beaumont
have done a great job in various campaigns
highlighting the problems associated with tobacco.
They have put their reputations and professional
status on the line. They have been effective in those
campaigns. We should take note of such headlines
as, 'The AMA launches a campaign for a
tobacco-free grand prix'.
I ask all government members who are somewhat
high on whatever they are on to have a cold shower,
and in the party room not let the big boss, the
Premier - the big thug - order them around. Stand
up to him. It is about time the wimps on the other
side of the house were united. If they want me to
help them organise the numbers I can cross the
chamber and give them some coaching lessons. I
will even act as a returning officer! I believe their
opposition would have an impact on the Premier's
decision and curtail his arrogance and cosy relations
with the tobacco industry. I hope the concerns
expressed by the community and the AMA will
have an effect and the Premier will prevent the
tobacco industry from supporting the grand prix.
I support the deregulation of the industry, which is
what the bill is all about. Tobacco growers should be
able to move into the growing of crops that are of
more benefit to society. I am sure that in years to
come tobacco growers will be growing flowers and
asparagus to the benefit of the whole community.
Perhaps the Minister for Health will then have fewer
problems with her statistics and fewer crises.
Tobacco only helps to make those crises more
frequent. I look forward to the government coming
out in strong condemnation of tobacco and I support
the concept of a more socially beneficial industry.
Mr McNAMARA (Minister for Police and
Emergency Services) -Given that the majority of
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tobacco growers are located in my electorate,
particularly the King and Ovens valleys, I have a
special interest in the bill. In the past few years the
industry has faced momentous difficulties and now
faces the major crisis of deregulation as a result of
commonwealth legislation. In future
Australian-produced cigarettes will not contain a
guaranteed percentage of Australian leaf tobacco
and the importation of processed tobacco and
tobacco leaf will be restricted, which will place great
cost pressures on the industry as it competes on the
world market with low-wage economies such as
South America and South East Asia.
I congratulate the Minister for Agriculture and the
Treasurer on the progress they have made in an
effort to provide financial assistance to cushion the
blow of the restructure. The proposal to establish a
fund to pay growers for their quotas so that they can
invest in other areas of agriculture was first mooted
by the Tobacco Growers Association, which is based
at Myrtleford, and I congratulate the people
involved on the work they did.
Alternative crops are an important issue. The
department's research station at Myrtleford has
undertaken research into crops like mint and
asparagus, and some tobacco growers have begun
growing wine grapes. In the past 10 to 15 years the
King and Ovens valleys have produced wine that is
now famous not only in Australia but also around
the world. Brown Brothers and several other wine
growers have made their mark - Mr Hamilton - Excellent wine!
Mr McNAMARA - I am glad the honourable
member for Morwell partakes of the fruit of the vine
and I encourage him to continue. Although the
tobacco industry has about 200 producers and
contributes $3 billion of tax revenue to the state and
federal governments, governments have established
structures to destroy marketing opportunities for the
product. The industry finds it hard to accept that
organisations such as the Victorian Health
Foundation, the sole purpose of which is to
discourage people from consuming the product, is
funded by a tax on tobacco. I should like the
foundation to contribute to the fund to assist tobacco
growers, particularly those who want to grow
alternative crops. It is within the guidelines of the
legislation for the foundation to make that
investment and I hope it will give it serious
considera tion.
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The proposal the government put forward would
enable tobacco growers who are forced to leave the
industry because of the pressure from imports to
move into alternative forms of agriculture. There are
about 200 tobacco growers in north-eastem Victoria,
but the Tobacco Growers Association estimates that
there is a future for about 120, so 80 will have to
consider other options.
Tobacco growing is an intensive, specialist fonn of
agriculture with high returns. Not many other legal
products give the same return! It is also highly
productive - although the industry suffered from
the ravages of the floods last spring - with growers
receiving gross returns of up to $7000 an acre for
their product. They are professional fanners whose
livelihood is in jeopardy as a result of
commonwealth legislation.
Although various medicos have talked about some
of the health problems created by tobacco, those
problems pale into insignificance compared with the
problems created by marijuana use. The Leader of
the Opposition, who is a strong advocate of the
legalisation of marijuana, in one breath says he
wants the federal government to prohibit tobacco
sponsorship for the grand prix yet in the next breath
urges the legalisation of marijuana! Perhaps we
could have a marijuana-sponsored grand prix!
Ms Marple interjected.
Mr McNAMARA - In response to that
disorderly interjection I point out that marijuana
creates major health problems. Under no
circumstances should we legalise it. Perhaps the
opposition could be more helpful by dissuading
people from using marijuana instead of advocating
its legalisation. A recent report conducted by a major
Australian university shows that a person who
mixes marijuana with alcohol is 10 times more likely
to have an accident than a person who has
consumed the same amount of alcohol but not used
marijuana.
To make the point even clearer, a person who has a
blood alcohol level of .05 has a 5 per cent chance of
having an accident, but if that person has also used
marijuana he or she has a 50 per cent chance of
having an accident. Imagine the effect on the road
toll, the number of maimed and the cost to the
hospital system and the ambulance service the
opposition keeps criticising! Imagine the problems
the state would have if we followed the opposition's
lead by legalising marijuana and encouraging
drivers to smoke it before driving!
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The opposition should take a far more responsible
approach to this serious issue. I commend the
Minister for Agriculture and the Treasurer for
introducing this legislation. It should not have been
the responsibility of the state government to
introduce this legislation, but it was initiated by the
state because the government believed it needed to
take a pre-emptive step in this matter. It urged the
Queensland and the commonwealth governments to
introduce similar legislation to help the tobacco
growers, but their reply was a very firm, 'Not
interested'.
This bill is another example of a government that is
concerned about rural and regional Victoria, a
government that is prepared to take the initiative
and to look after Victorian farmers while other state
governments sit back and do nothing. Victoria is
leading the way in the abolition of stamp duty on
the transfer of farms which will result in an average
benefit to every farming family of $25 000. This
government is the only government in Australia that
has introduced such initiatives. Although the
Queensland government abolished probate duties,
the Victorian government is leading the way in
many areas, and that can result only in benefits for
all people living in rural and regional areas.
I commend the Minister for Agriculture for his great
initiative in this area and for the support he is
providing to rural Victorians.
Mr HAMILTON (Morwell) - The way this
debate has been going it is a wonder that the
honourable member for MOrnington has not yet
risen to wax lyrical!
The DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr J. F. McGrath) Order! Please do not tempt the honourable member
for Mornington. The house has already been on a
merry-go-round debate.
Mr HAMILTON - It seems to be a day for true
confessions. For those of us who are endeavouring
to give up smoking it simply means that we leave
more time between cigarettes and hope that time
gap increases. I certainly cannot join in any debate
on the legalisation of marijuana because I have lived
for almost 58 years and have never tried or
experimented with it at any time, nor do I have any
intention of doing so in the future.
For some honourable members this is a feel-good
bilL Although the opposition has decided it will not
oppose it, I have problems in supporting it - and
there is a slight difference between those positions.
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The bill is about deregulation and, as honourable
members know, I have very firm opinions about
deregula tion.
Mr Weideman - What about tariffs?
Mr HAMILTON - I have no problem in saying
that it is absolutely stupid to proceed down the
deregulation path because it simply means that
governments opt out of their responsibilities to
regulate on behalf of the people and let someone else
do it. This is a big statement, but I would rather the
present Victorian government regulate the tobacco
industry than Philip Morris. Although the
government is not the best government in the world,
I would rather it control the industry than a
company with large world-wide interests in the
industry and a terrible reputation all over the world,
especially through the promotion and propagation
of its products in third-world countries. All it is
interested in is the almighty dollar and in promoting
substances which are proven to be dangerous to
one's health. It is against all principles of good
democratic government to opt out of the
responsibility of deregulating such an industry, and
that is where my greatest problem with this bill lies.
The bill does contain some saving graces, however,
and I am always pleased about that. The bills seeks
to downsize - there is that famous word again and establish world's best practice in the industry,
which means fewer people will earn a living from
that industry.
The bill is also a promotion of the great protestant
work ethic which says that it is apparently good for
your soul to have to work - but I do not think that
is a self-evident fact. The Industry Commission's
recommendation is, as I said yesterday, the worst
outcome of all right-wing think tanks. Has anybody
ever heard the Industry Commission recommend
anything other than deregulation? It seems to want a
free market, but a market is not free; it is controlled
by dollars, and money does not respect people or
society as groups of people.
Mr Weideman - It is the Labor Party doing that,
not us.
Mr HAMILTON - That does not make it right. I
have no problem criticising whoever happens to be
wrong. One does not have to be partisan in this
argument.
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The DEPUTY SPEAKER -Order! The
honourable member for Frankston will get the next
call, if that is what he desires.
Mr HAMILTON - One of the great beauties of
the Labor Party is its Catholicism in the real
meaning of the word. It spans a broad spectrum of
beliefs. If we were all the same, the Labor Party
would be a hell of a dull party and we would not
have had all the fun that we had on Tuesday!
Mr Weideman - I invite you to cross the floor on
this issue.
Mr HAMILTON - The problem is that the
Labor Party is supporting the government on this
bill. I would be willing to stand alone and vote
against the motion. I have explained my ideology
and where I stand on this issue.
The bill is self-explanatory. The legislation
regulating the Victorian industry will be repealed.
The assets of the Tobacco Leaf Marketing Board will
be transferred to the new grower cooperative which
will be known as the Tobacco Cooperative of
Victoria and those growers who remain in the
industry - about two-thirds of them - will be
shareholders in that cooperative. The growers who
take the government's offer of $2 a kilogram for their
product quota will not be eligible to become
shareholders. The legislation requires those growers
who take the offer to give a commitment that they
will not be involved in growing tobacco for the next
five years.
The saving grace in the legislation is that a good
socialist organisation is being established where the
people involved in it control it. That is excellent. The
opposition supports that principle. I am pleased that
this government is promoting the excellent socialist
principle of grower cooperation. It is commendable
that the officers of the Tobacco Leaf Marketing
Board will be taken on by the cooperative. I
congratulate the government for that.
There is no truth to the rumour that the reason
agricultural bills are debated for longer than other
bills in this place is that the Minister for Agriculture
says, 'I want you all to put on a good show because
agriculture is important'. That rumour is not true.
The reason they run for so long is that we are all
interested in agriculture and realise its importance to
the state.
Victoria is fortunate to have a strong and diverse
agricultural industry, but unfortunately it is under
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threat because of deregulation and GATT
agreements. Indeed, there was no choice for Victoria,
as the Minister for Agriculture said. The
commonwealth indicated that the industry would be
deregulated no later than 30 September 1995 and it
has remained firm because the CA TT agreements
made deregulation obligatory to the industry.
The industry, after this date, will be competing on
world terms. The tobacco industry stabilisation plan
required that 50 per cent of the tobacco leaf used in
production of Australian-made cigarettes had to be
grown locally. That requirement will disappear
under this exercise, and perhaps one of the reasons
why we need to reduce tobacco production in this
country is not that fewer Cigarettes are being
smoked but rather that there is less tobacco in each
cigarette, and that point ought to be noted. We
smokers have been done over because there is less
tobacco in each cigarette!
The agreement allows for approximately 80 tobacco
growers in Victoria to leave the industry. As
previous speakers have said, it is a specialist
industry that exists in one of the most beautiful and
fertile areas of Victoria. When the honourable
member for Murray Valley comes back into the
house I am sure he will want the opportunity of
speaking on the bill because we all know how he
loves to participate in debates concerning his region,
and this bill certainly affects an industry in his area.
The honourable member's area, which includes the
Ovens and King valleys, where most of the tobacco
is grown in this state, is a wonderful part of Victoria.
It is extremely fertile, and in fact I saw some figures
suggesting that the topsoil on those river flats is
approximately 20 metres deep. That is an incredible
figure, especially when compared with the
Wimmera and Mallee regions.
The industry has developed into a protected one,
and it has been so ever since we decided that it
would be a good thing for Australia to produce its
own tobacco rather than having to import it from
overseas, mainly from the United States of America
where the tobacco industry is dominant.
Some people have suggested that there is something
altruistic about the government returning some
$3 million to the tobacco industry but the tobacco
industry has paid a tremendous amount in tax over
the years, and I have no problem with some of the
taxpayers' money being used to ensure that those
growers who want to leave the industry can do so
with our assistance. Those people who have grown
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up on farms know just how big a decision it is for a
farmer who, by and large, has had the family farm
for many generations, to pack up and leave. To say
that he will stop growing that crop and move on to
other areas is a big decision, and it is important for a
government trying to opt out of regulation to assist.
It is a good thing; it is one of the saving graces of the
bill, and it is perfectly appropriate.
The question that should be asked is whether the
$3 million is a token or a real amount, and no doubt
it is important that $3 million be effective in
encouraging those 80 or so tobacco farmers to opt
out of growing that particular product. I suppose we
will not know whether it is effective until we have
tried it.
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thing to take a common approach to all the tobacco
growers.
There are intrinsically good reasons why the tobacco
industry is in decline, but unless alternative uses are
found for tobacco - which inflicts all the health and
social costs associated with the use of the
substance - the decline will continue, and nobody
will argue about that.
My great-grandfather was a wheelwright, and he
used to spend his time fitting steel rims on wooden

It behoves me to respond on behalf of the federal

spoke wheels. There are not too many of those spoke
wheels around these days except in folk museums!
Industries decline as times change, and the tobacco
industry, as a result of the excellent work done by
the Victorian Health Promotion Foundation, is
experiencing a steep decline.

government - and that has not always been my
role - regarding commonwealth assistance to the
growers during the period of deregulation of the
industry. It is Wltrue that the federal government
will not be giving assistance to the growers; rather,
in January of this year the commonwealth Minister
for Primary Industries and Energy established a
working group to examine a number of issues
relating to the decline in the tobacco industry and
alternatives for tobacco growers.

There has certainly been a reduction in the number
of older smokers. Unfortunately there is a long way
to go before we can stop kids from having their first
cigarette. I regret the day I had my first cigarette,
because of all the things that have challenged me in
my life giving up the next cigarette is the hardest. It
is an extremely difficult job. Most smokers have
gone through it and most smokers would love to
giveup--

The terms of reference included opportWlities for
alternative crops in the tobacco growing regions of
Australia, and we have heard discussion on them
and on the effectiveness of the rural adjustment
scheme and other measures that may assist
adjustment in the industry.
The working group reported to Senator Collins in
early April. Responses to the report will not be given
Wltil after the commonwealth budget is introduced
some time next week so it is unfair to say that the
federal government has said, 'No, we will have no
part of this'. We will not know until the
announcement comes in the budget, and I hope the
commonwealth government, which is certainly the
major culprit in the deregulation with its
throw-the-wolves-to-the-door attitude - which has
happened via the economic rationalist approach to
the world - does have some response and some
sympathy for the growers, who are faced with major
problems.
The Queensland response was somewhat
disappointing. ApprOximately 58 per cent of
Australia's tobacco crop is produced in Queensland
with about 37 per cent grown in Victoria and a little
in New South Wales. It would have been a good

An honourable member interjected.
Mr HAMILTON - Yes, you regret the day you
ever started! Because we live in changing times there
will always be change; however in this case the
government has taken a sympathetic approach to
provide Victorian tobacco leaf growers with some
capital so they can at least trial new crops on their
farms. Because of the good reputation of many
tobacco leaf farmers I am sure many of them will
grasp the opportWlity to use the government grant
positively to start new crops that will have a healthy
benefit. I do not blame the tobacco growers because
many years ago they were encouraged to set up the
industry. However I hope their new crops will not
have the detrimental health effects that tobacco
products cause.
The saving grace of the bill is the important part
rather than the real reason for its introduction,
which is deregulation. I have awful trouble
supporting the bill.
Mr WEIDEMAN (Franks ton) - I congratulate
the honourable member for Morwell on his
opposition to the bill. As he clearly stated, he
believes that Canberra's deregulatory approach to
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tariff is the wrong way to go. With expectation I wait
for him to be the only person sitting among the noes
when the bill is voted on, and I shall certainly
applaud him if he does that. If the honourable
member's party allows its members to give their
points of view and stands by the honourable
member when he votes against the bill, I will be the
first to congratulate him. I shall watch with great
interest.
The bill has nothing to do with health, although
health issues have been raised dramatically
throughout the debate: it has to do with a cash crop
and, as the honourable member for Morwell said,
deregulation - the federal Labor government's
decision to remove tariffs. Clearly the bill has taken
into account the amount of tobacco grown in the
state. The distribution of the national quota among
the three tobacco producing states is a small
component: in New South Wales it is 4.4 per cent; in
Victoria, 37.1 per cent, and in Queensland 58.8 per
cent.
In 1977-78 there were 355 quota holders in Victoria
and the average quota was 15 300 kilograms. By
1992-93 the number of quota holders had been
reduced to 212 and the average quota increased to
25709 kilograms. Obviously a number of families
took the opportunity to buy out other growers, so
more than 200 families were involved.
As a pharmacist, I point out that there are 10000
pharmacies in this country, and 1800 to 2000 of them
are in Victoria. The federal government decided in
recent years to reduce that number and provided
assistance for pharmacists who wanted to get out of
shops. It is a situation similar to that of tobacco
growers: they were provided - Mr Hamilton -It's a pretty lucrative business!
Mr WEIDEMAN -It is a similar cash trade; it is
a cash crop situation: producing the product,
prOViding the service, getting paid, paying tax and
running a business. The pharmacists had been
bought out at around $60 000 each for their
businesses, so the similarity is quite noticeable.
I make the point that nothing has been put against
the farmers of the state providing a cash crop, which
tobacco has been. It has been the manufacturers and
marketeers who have been the pervaders in
prOViding tobacco products and, as the honourable
member for Morwell pointed out, they have cheated
the public of Victoria.
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When people smoke the finer quality brand of
cigarettes they are paying a penalty in providing the
kids with 50 cigarettes at a lower price, so a real con
has been going on in the industry in Victoria. It is a
disgrace, and governments of all persuasions should
take note of the situation and do something about it.
The government is not blaming the growers. They
are running legitimate businesses and providing a
cash crop - Mr Hamilton interjected.
Mr WEIDEMAN - By 1995 the federal
government will bail out of supporting the tobacco
industry. The legislative framework for tobacco
marketing is based on three pieces of legislation: the
Victorian Marketing of Primary Products Act 1958,
which effectively arranged for the sale of all tobacco
leaf; the Victorian Tobacco Leaf Stabilisation Act
1966; and the federal Tobacco Marketing Act 1965.
The Australian Tobacco Marketing Advisory
Corporation (ATMAC) allocates a quota each year to
Queensland, New South Wales, and Victoria. As has
been stated, the concessional tariff on imported
tobacco leaf cuts the quota. If manufacturers use at
least 50 per cent of Australian leaf - and in fact they
use 57 per cent - they can import the remainder of
their leaf at a concessional tariff. The cost of the
imported leaf with concessional tariff charges is
43 per cent, and it must be less than the cost of
importing 100 per cent of tobacco at general tariff
prices.
My understanding is that imported leaf is of a
higher quality. As the honourable member for
Morwell said, there is a tobacco institute at
Myrtleford, and it has quite rightly established that
the finer grades of tobacco have a higher quality and
will retain their price and be used. by the
manufacturers of the product in Australia.

It is the lower quality tobacco leaf that is creating a
problem on the world market. For example, instead
of tobacco manufacturers paying 53 cents per
kilogram they can be provided with tobacco leaf
from South Africa at 22 cents per kilogram.
As the honourable member for Morwell stated, the
industry has experienced a decline in tobacco
consumption and the compensation has been
reviewed. In 1992 the federal government reduced
the general tariff on tobacco from 25 per cent to
15 per cent. By 1995 the tobacco stabilisation plan
will have gone altogether, so growers will be
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unassisted through the tariff scheme. By 1996
cigarette manufacturers will purchase tobacco on a
purely commercial basis, and obviously the higher
the quality, the better for producers to provide for
the market.
lbis year tax on cigarettes has provided between
$300 million and $400 million for Victoria. This has
been markedly increased because our tax on tobacco
products is 75 per cent and in other states such as
South Australia, Tasmania and Western Australia it
is 100 per cent.
The issue that tobacco growers of the state have to
face is deregulation. There has been a quota
reduction and tobacco farmers will have to adjust.
The government has decided to provide $3 million
to retire up to 1.5 million kilograms of grower quota.
That appears to be an appropriate way to deal with
the issue. I congratulate the minister on his efforts to
encourage growers to move out of the tobacco
ind ustry. Those in the Myrtleford area are being
encouraged to grow spearmint, mint, broccoli,
asparagus and grapes. Many of the growers' blocks
are small. Some years ago they could have decided
to go north but they did not do so. It is hoped that
that funding will retire approximately 80 growers
from the marketplace.
The legalisation of marijuana or cannabis has been
mentioned in the debate. When one examines the
number of drug-related deaths in 1993-94, one notes
that 20 000 Australians or 80 per cent of the deaths
were related to the use of tobacco. I have listened to
the arguments about legalisation of illicit drugs, but
I suggest honourable members should consider the
health issue as well. A study carried out in Germany
during the American occupation after the second
world war, when there was a high use of both
cannabis and tobacco, showed that the effects of
cannabis were three times more harmful than the
effects of tobacco. Where it took 30 years to develop
lung cancer, epidermis cancer and throat cancer as a
result of using tobacco, it took only 10 years for the
harmful effects to manifest after smoking cannabis.
If crops of cannabis were grown legally the

percentage of tetrahydrocannabinol in the leaf
would be increased because the plant would be
cultivated under ideal conditions. The chemical
would have a higher value and we would have
super cannabis. In the 1950s when I was an
apprentice phannacist we sold cannabis cigarettes to
asthma sufferers. It was only after it was found that
they were being smoked for effects other than
treating asthma that they were banned.
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Tetrahydrocannabinol is fat soluble and after
smoking the so-called jOints for a period one does
not need more than one or two cigarettes to be
affected. As a result one could be permanently
stoned. I should hate to be a pharmacist dispensing
prescriptions or a train driver in that condition. It is
not possible to determine - Mr Hamilton - We can't tell now!
Mr Cole -Are you stoned?
Mr WEIDEMAN - I have never been stoned. It
is important when discussing the legalisation of
drugs that health connotations are also taken into
account.
It has been argued that the direct income from tax on

tobacco is about $1.5 billion and the total tax income
throughout Australia is $3 billion, but the real health
cost to the community as a result of tobacco smoking
is $2.5 billion. In a survey carried out in New South
Wales it was found that the health cost as a result of
the use of alcohol and drugs totals $13 billion, of
which $6 billion is related to tobacco smoking. When
one compares revenue earned with the health cost
one finds a shortage of $3 billion in real terms. The
bill provides the opportunity for growers who are
producing cash crops to make a change.
I do not believe tobacco-related diseases are the
government's responsibility; they are the
responsibility of the manufacturers and those
marketing the product. It is they to whom the deaths
from tobacco products should be sheeted home.
Deaths as a result of the use of tobacco products
have decreased from 31 per cent in 1987-88 to just
under 24 per cent in 1993-94. The honourable
member for Tullamarine has just given up smoking,
and I congratulate him. The honourable member is
one of the 400 000 who have given up smoking in
this state. Melbourne has become the non-smoking
capital of the world.
British Airways announced on 1 January 1994 that it
had banned smoking on flights from Britain to
Australia and return. I congratulate British Airways
for that action. Passengers are delighted to fly on a
smoke-free flight. Qantas Airways Ltd has also
banned cigarette smoking. The airlines will make
enonnous savings because of their reduced cleaning
costs. Honourable members who travel interstate are
told by the airlines that passengers are not allowed
to smoke because of a government regulation, but
the company should state that it also saves them
cleaning costs and it benefits the health of staff. It is
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not only a government regulation but also a public
health initiative. Establishments with a smoke-free
policy, such as the National Gallery of Victoria,
theatres and restaurants find that they make large
savings as a result of cleaning costs alone. I
congratulate the minister on taking that initiative.
Cigarette advertising at sporting events such as the
grand prix has been mentioned by honourable
members. I have always maintained that the grand
prix should be free of tobacco advertising. The grand
prix and other national sporting events, such as
tennis, football and cricket must obtain an
exemption from the federal government if they are
to advertise tobacco. Benson and Hedges have a
contract with the Australian Cricket Board to
advertise its product until 1995. After that time
cigarette advertising will not be allowed. All states
and the commonwealth have virtually banned
tobacco sponsorship, and by 1995-96 it will have
almost disappeared from all sport, including football
and cricket.
In my opinion by the time the grand prix comes to
Victoria it is unlikely that there will be any direct
tobacco sponsorship of such events in this country.
What has happened throughout the world should be
recognised. In Italy, Spain and England, for
example, it is acceptable for cars to race in what are
called' colours'. The Marlboro and Rothmans teams
do not have the name of the product on the side of
their vehicles; instead they display their colours. Red
and white colours identify that a car is sponsored by
Marlboro.

I do not know whether teams coming to Australia
will be racing in colours or displaying full
monograms. If the federal government decides that
they will not be able to display names, perhaps the
displaying of colours will be acceptable. By the turn
of the century no sporting event in Australia will
have tobacco sponsorship.
The Tobacco Act was introduced in October 1987
with the support of all parties. It should be
remembered that the upper house was then
controlled by the coalition opposition. For anyone to
say that the bill was completely a Labor government
initiative is incorrect. I congratulate all those
involved in introdUCing that bill. I was a member of
the committee that negotiated some of its clauses.
The act has stood the test of time.
If in 1987 someone had said that by 199499 per cent
of all Australian sports would be free of tobacco
sponsorships, they would have been laughed at.
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Few Victorian sports are now sponsored by tobacco
companies. Although cricket and some motor racing
is still supported by tobacco companies, in the future
sport will be free of tobacco sponsorship. I hope that
will be the case with the grand prix. The last
Olympic Games were tobacco free. The grand prix
could be the first such event to be completely free of
tobacco sponsorship. Breweries and other such
companies could sponsor that event. When one
considers that that magnificent spectacle will be
viewed by some 40 million people throughout the
world, one imagines such companies will be lining
up to sponsor the grand prix.
I support the bill. Although health issues have been
raised generally by all speakers, I make it clear to the
house that the bill does not concern health; it
concerns farmers growing the cash crop of tobacco
who are having difficulty changing their approach
in light of market deregulation and the removal of
tariffs. I congratulate the minister and the
govenunent on introducing a scheme that will take
the pressure off that group of farmers in the
north-east. I wish them well with the crops with
which they experiment in the future. I hope the
$3 million will allow them to produce the crops they
wish to produce and provide them with access to
other industries. I wish the bill a speedy passage.
Mr LONEY (Geelong North) - The title Tobacco
Leaf Industry (Deregulation) Bill conjures up in my
mind - the mind of a pure non-smoker; I have
never been a smoker -a somewhat Pythonesque
image. It reminds me of a routine by the American
comedian, Bob Newhart, who was popular around
the late 196Os. Bob Newhart played on the theme of
Sir Walter Raleigh returning from the New World,
which went something like this. Upon Raleigh's
return home people asked, 'What did you find over
there, Wal?'. He said, 'I discovered tobacco'. The
people said, 'That's good. What's tobacco?'. He
started to explain that tobacco is a leaf that grows on
a plant. They said, 'That's good, Wal. What do you
do with it - eat it or what?'. Wal said, 'No, you
shred it into little pieces, roll it in a piece of paper,
put it in your mouth, and set fire to it'. When it is
reduced to that level, you realise that one of the
world's greatest marketing triumphs was turning
the smoking of tobacco into a multimillion dollar
industry.
The bill relates to the deregulation of Victoria's
tobacco leaf industry. As was pointed out by the
honourable member for Morwell, at the outset it
should be made clear that although the opposition
supports the bili and the deregulation measures it
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contains, this should not be seen in any way, shape
or form as its supporting broad deregulation
measures. There is no broad-based support for
deregulation as a whole.
I was interested to hear the honourable member for
Frankston voice his opposition to Industry
Commission decisions, for, like the honourable
member for Morwell, I have no great love of the
Industry Commission. The only people who have
ever opposed Industry Commission
recommendations hav~ been those on this side of
politics. The other side, the coalition side, has
wholeheartedly accepted the thrust of its reports.
Zero tariffs do not come from this side of the house.
The tobacco industry is under threat not just from
international competition but also from the huge
change in social attitude towards the product it
markets and sells. Honourable members, including
the honourable member for Frankston, have spoken
on that subject at length. The health implications of
the use of tobacco should also be considered. Its use
is associated with lung and throat cancers and
emphysema.
In recent years a marked change in attitude towards
the use of this product has emerged. The change has
not come about because people - free from
pressure - have simply decided not to smoke any
more. State and federal government policies have
worked towards changing attitudes. A range of
measures, including advertising bans and increased
levels of taxation, has encouraged that change. There
has been a forced change in the way the product is
depicted in society. Smoking is no longer depicted as
a glamorous activity; in many instances it is deemed
antisocial.
The change in public attitude towards tobacco
greatly affected the industry. The Quit campaign has
been remarkably successful; its aims and objectives
are thoroughly laudable and I have absolutely no
problem supporting them. Those sorts of campaigns
have created further problems for the tobacco
industry, as have increased taxes.
It is interesting to hear how people view the role of
taxes in the tobacco industry. Although taxes are
seen as totally undesirable no matter what their
purpose, taxes on tobacco have generally been
accepted by the conumlllity as having a social
benefit because they result in reduced spending on
health services. As the honourable member for
Frankston outlined, the Quit campaign has used
those taxes to engage in sponsorship replacement,
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particularly for sporting events, and the move
towards a total withdrawal of the tobacco industry
from sporting sponsorship over a period of time.
They are appropriate uses for taxes collected from
the tobacco industry.
Honourable members should note the pre-emptive
nature of the proposed legislation. In some respects
it is trying to pre~mpt a report from the Industry
Commission. The deregulation proposed by the
commission will not come as a surprise to anyone
who has followed the recommendations of that
commission over many years. It invariably makes
the same recommendation, regardless of the
industry under examination.
The sorts of recommendations it made for the
automotive industry plan were broadly in line with
those it made for every other industry, which were
that everything would be all right if they were
deregulated, if tariffs were cut and if they became
internationally competitive. It is not necessarily the
case that everything will be all right if those
recommendations are adopted.
The tip is that if the federal government adopts the
Industry Commission recommendation the demand
for local product will inevitably fall. A common
consequence of Industry Commission
recommendations is a disastrous if not catastrophic
effect on local industry.
It is interesting that such recommendations are

made at a time in Victoria's history when the Buy
Australia campaign and programs for import
replacements seem to be at their height. When
compiling a report, the Industry Commission should
have a responsibility not only to implement its
recommendations but also to address the
implications of those recommendations for
Australian industry. It clearly does not do that.
A matter it should address is what standards should
apply for products on the Australian market. When
one examines imports that are replacing local
product, the question of standards becomes
extremely important. Quite often an imported
product is simply not the same standard as that
which is produced in this country. The only
advantage of an imported product is that it is
cheaper.
In his second-reading speech the minister said he
reCOgnised that the combined pressures would make
many growers non-viable, which would have a
severe economic impact on the north~ast region of
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this state. That is also one of the consequences of
Industry Commission reports. The Industry
Commission has never been able to come to grips
with global policies having regional consequences. It
tends to view an industry as being homogeneous
throughout Australia rather than accepting that an
industry can be centred in a particular region and
therefore have an enormous influence on that
region's economy. That is illustrated in the
automotive industry in the case of the Ford Motor
Company at Geelong and the recommendations
made by the commission which initiated the Button
car plan.
As the minister pointed out, the regional
consequences of the Industry Commission report for
north-east Victoria could be drastic. In spite of my
misgivings about the product of the industry, I
support the government's move towards a package
of measures designed to assist in the industry's
restructure.
It is good to see this government and this minister

adopt policies in line with what the opposition
continually advocates in regard to the
recommendations made by the Industry
Commission. I congratulate the minister on his
preparedness to adopt poliCies that are more in line
with the views of this side of the house than those of
his own.

1615

entirely. It is important that they be encouraged to
stay and broaden the base of agriculture in the state.
The opposition supports that admirable move by the
minister.
The Minister for Tourism mentioned that most of
Victoria's tobacco growers are in his electorate. I
suggest perhaps at one stage he could put on both
his tourism cap and local member's cap and have a
look at the way tobacco is sold in the southern states
of the United States of America. It is sometimes
almost in the realms of theatre and it would be quite
a tourist attraction if tobacco were marketed in the
same manner in Australia.
The bill also provides for the assets of the Tobacco
Leaf Marketing Board to be directed to tobacco
quota owners for the formation of a cooperative. The
opposition supports that measure and supports in
particular the concept of returning assets to the
people who contributed to them. However,
government members appear to be somewhat
selective in applying the concept. The
recommendation by the majority of the Economic
Development Committee contained in the report of
the committee's inquiry into the building industry in
Victoria regarding the distribution of former BLF
hmds, that assets taken from contributions of
individual members of that union should now be in
effect confiscated and disbursed to employers in the
industry, is objectionable.

Mr Hamilton interjected.
Mr LONEY - The honourable member could be
right. The minister may well be an agrarian socialist.
The government estimates that 30 per cent of
growers will leave the industry as a result of the
changes, which is a Significant portion of the
industry. As the minister said in his second-reading
speech it is important that an early and
well-managed adjustment and deregulation process
is put in place to ensure that the Victorian industry
is prepared for national deregulation. That is an
extremely important aspect of what the minister is
attempting to achieve through the bill.
The opposition supports the proposition of the
minister to provide assistance for 30 per cent of
tobacco growers to move into other agricultural
pursuits. It does so on two grounds: firstly, to help
the people who have been trapped by the demise of
their own industry; and secondly, to encourage
those people to stay within the agricultural industry
and broaden its base in Victoria. It is important that
they do not move out of agricultural industry

The SPEAKER - Order! The honourable
member is straying from the bill.
Mr LONEY - The minister may be able to
encourage his colleagues to think about it again. The
opposition is pleased that the minister is taking
measures which will assist growers in the tobacco
industry to move to alternative jobs and allow them
to continue in agricultural pursuits.
Mr JASPER (Murray Valley) - The tobacco
industry is important to north-eastem Victoria. Most
of the tobacco growers in Victoria are centred in the
electora te of Benalla, represented by the Leader of
the National Party, with some located in the
Whorouly district of my electorate of Murray Valley
and some in the electorate of the honourable
member for Benalla.
The passage of the legislation and the changes
proposed to the industry will have a dramatic effect
on tobacco growers in north-eastern Victoria.
Tobacco growers recognise the need for change in
the industry not only because of changes in

TOBACCO LEAF INDUSTRY (DEREGULATJON) BILL
1616

ASSEMBLY

Australia but also because of changes throughout
the world in levels of protection provided to the
industry and the implementation of legislation by
the federal government.
The smoking of tobacco and tobacco products is not
illegal in Victoria. It is important to understand that.
A number of people seem to believe that there
should be no tobacco smoking whatsoever either in
Australia or anywhere else in the world.
I recognise that smoking can create some health
problems-An honourable member interjected.
Mr JASPER - Not everyone is affected. So far as
I am concerned it is quite clear: although I have
never smoked, it is not an illegal industry. I accept
that it can cause health problems, but it is an activity
in which people can be involved.
It is important to understand that the economy in

north-eastern Victoria has been bolstered to a large
extent by the growing of tobacco. It is estimated that
in recent years the industry has been worth as much
as $28 million to the area. However, in the past year
or two that figure has been reduced to less than
$20 million. The industry is important to
north-eastern Victoria. Across Australia
approximately SOO growers are involved in the
industry, of whom approximately 200 are in
Victoria. It is estimated that 2000 hectares in
north-eastern Victoria are utilised by tobacco
growers with an average holding of between 25 and
30 hectares.
It should be recognised that 37 per cent of
Australia's tobacco production comes from Victoria,
58 per cent from Queensland and a further 4 per cent
from New South Wales. The whole of the tobacco
crop is taken up by the three manufacturers in
Australia, W. D. and H. O. Wills, Rothrnans of Pall
Mall (Aust.) Ltd and Philip Morris Ltd. The industry
has been regulated since about 1965 and has been a
successful primary industry, with approximately
57 per cent of the local product being used in the
manufacture of tobacco products within Australia.
I listened with interest when the honourable
member for Altona acknowledged that people
involved in the industry as primary producers have
been efficient in their operations and have in the
main produced a high-quality product. There is no
doubt about that. In the period since 1965 we have
seen an increase in taxes on tobacco products.
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Tobacco is probably more heavily taxed than any
other product. Governments of all political
persuasions at the state and federal levels have
increased taxes for health reasons, to try to reduce
the incidence of tobacco smoking, and most
importantly to raise revenue.
In one of his budgets the former Labor Treasurer,
Rob Jolly, increased the tax on tobacco products by
20 per cent. In speaking on the measure the former
Treasurer said first that the government anticipated
that the increase in the tax on tobacco products of
10 per cent would reduce the incidence of smoking
in Victoria by 5 per cent and in the next breath that it
would raise $40 million for consolidated revenue.

I see that as a cynical exercise. Fuel, alcohol and
tobacco products are used by all governments at
both the federal and state levels to raise revenue on
the basis tha t they are easy ways of filling the
government's coffers. The imposition of those taxes
at the state and federal levels has probably reduced
the incidence of smoking, but the bottom line has
been that it has been a great revenue earner for
Victoria.
Turning to the actual percentages of tax on tobacco
products, I have a chart produced by Philip Morris
which shows that the excise on a pack of 30 Peter
Jackson cigarettes is equivalent to 25.3 per cent of
the price of the product and that the state taxes of
75 per cent amount to 35.8 per cent of the price of the
product. Taxes at both state and federal level total
61.1 per cent of the price, with the remaining
38.9 per cent going to producers, retailers and
manufacturers.
The federal government is increasing the level of tax
on tobacco products. Over the next two years we
will see a 5 per cent increase each six months in the
excise on tobacco products, as well as CPI increases,
which are now included in federal legislation in any
case. I cannot see any justification for taxing
products out of existence. That is what is being done
with taxes on tobacco. The honourable member for
Frankston should look at the taxes imposed on other
goods; fuel taxes amount to 61 per cent of the price
of a litre of petrol. Governments impose taxes as a
fundraising measure. It is important to put those
comments on the record. Tobacco growers believe
state and federal taxation has affected their industry,
and that should be recognised. State taxes on
tobacco products have risen from $48 million in
1982-83 to $360 million in 1992-93, which represents
75 per cent of the wholesale price and is a huge
increase in state revenue. The commonwealth
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government excise has risen from $790 million to
$1300 million during the past 10 years. Further
increases have been factored into the federal budget
and will come into effect in the next two years.
The Industry Commission report on the tobacco
industry, which was made available on 7 April 1994,
states:
An Industry Commission draft report on an inquiry
into tobacco growing and manufacturing has found
that the industries are not well prepared for the
deregulated environment they will soon face. It
reported that there are too many growers, that the price
for domestic leaf is much higher than for comparable
imports, and that according to cigarette manufacturers,
many growers are producing the wrong type of tobacco
leaf ...
Typically, tobacco growers are producing at less than
60 per cent of their capacity, they are uncertain about
the future prospects for tobacco growing, about future
assistance arrangements, and about the likelihood of a
quota buy-out.
The inquiry found that although there has been a
continual transfer of land out of tobacco production
since the early 1970s, the pace of adjustment has been
too slow and there is now a substantial backlog which
requires urgent attention ...
The commission was asked to report on appropriate
tariffs to apply following termination of the Tobacco
Industry Stabilisation Plan (TISP) ...
In recommending an initial tariff of 25 per cent,

reducing to 5 per cent by the year 2002, the
Commission has struck a balance between easing the
adjustment pressure on growers and growing districts,
and adding to the input costs of cigarette
manufacturers ...
While the regional economies of the two major growing
areas (Mareeba/Dimbulah in Queensland, and
Myrtleford in Victoria) are dynamic, time will be
needed for the establishment of new crops and
development of markets.

The Parliament and the government recognise that
changes should occur, but the industry must get
assistance to ensure a smooth change from the
regulated system that operated from 1965.
I congratulate the state government, particularly the
ministers involved in seeking support for the
industry located in north-eastern Victoria, on
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assisting producers to leave the industry
progressively and take up alternative occupations.
Last year the Deputy Premier, the Treasurer and the
Minister for Agriculture annoWlced a $3 million
package to assist the industry in the restructuring
process.
The Rural Finance Corporation is handling the
program. In late March each grower received details
of the proposal. Growers are to receive $2 per
kilogram for surrendering the basic quota. A
desirable outcome for the industry will require the
removal of about 1.5 million kilograms of current
quota or apprOximately 30 to 40 per cent of growers.
It is hoped that will occur over a period.
The government is taking the right attitude in
examining how the industry should be restructured.
If I had more time I could discuss the submission
Philip Morris Ltd made to the Industry Commission
about the restructure and the need for balance in the
provision of tobacco products. The report proposed
a tariff protection of 25 per cent. The tobacco
growers in north-eastern Victoria recognise that
change should occur. They are experienced industry
people who are taking up the challenge put to them
by the government. Although they recognise that
restructuring and deregulation will take place, they
believe action should be taken to protect those who
wish to remain in the industry rather than taking up
the package.
Like all primary producers, the activities of tobacco
growers are affected by weather conditions. In
October last year, because most tobacco growers
farm on river flats - particularly in the Ovens
Valley - floods devastated the industry. When
speaking with the growers whose crops had been
destroyed by floods I was disappointed to discover
that they could not re-establish their crops for the
current season. Although it is easy for honourable
members to be critical of the industry and what it
stands for, we must remember that tobacco is a legal
product. Primary producers need to be protected,
and appropriate assistance should be prOVided.
I support the bill. I believe the assistance provided
and the changes made will ensure that the industry
is deregulated satisfactorily. Although a number of
producers may remain in the industry to produce
high-quality tobacco products, some may move to
other primary industries in an endeavour to
maintain their incomes and lifestyles in
north-eastern Victoria.
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Mc A. F. PLOWMAN (Benambra) - I jOin the
honourable member for Murray Valley in
supporting tobacco growers. The main issues in the
bill are the deregulation of the tobacco industry and
the transfer of the property, assets, rights and
liabilities of the Victorian Tobacco Leaf Marketing
Board to the Tobacco Cooperative of Victoria Ltd.

In the few minutes I have available I will speak
about the effects the transfer will have on the
growers and the effect the $3 million assistance
package, which is probably the most generous offer
ever made by a state government to any primary
producing group, will have in helping them out of
the difficulties they are in. I give credit to the
government for making this offer at a time when the
industry is on its knees.

As the honourable member for Murray Valley
clearly spelt out, the tobacco industry has suffered
more from government interference than any other
primary industry. The tobacco industry is a legal
industry that contributes apprOximately $20 million
to Victoria's revenue. It plays an important role in
the national economy by contributing $1.3 billion in
federal excise and $360 million in state taxes. The
industry is a substantial revenue earner for Australia
and Victoria.
Because of its revenue earning potential, it is
important that the interests of those currently
growing a legal crop are not overlooked. I do not
want to canvass the rights and wrongs of tobacco
consumption, but the demise of tobacco growing in
this country would not stop Australians smoking
tobacco. Forcing Victorian growers out of the
industry will lead to the loss of not only $20 million
of state income but also some of the best and most
fertile agricultural country in Victoria. The land will
go begging because you cannot change the way that
highly productive country is used overnight.
The $3 million assistance package provided by the
state government to retire up to 1.5 million
kilograms of grower quota will do two things.
Firstly, it will reduce the effects of deregulation on
growers. It will assist those growers growing
second-rate leaf to get out of the industry so that
only the best grade tobacco will be grown.
Therefore, within the limits of Australia's needs, the
industry will be able to concentrate on growing
better grades of tobacco and so remain a valuable
part of the Australian tobacco industry. It is
important that growers are not further debilitated by
government intervention and that the $3 million is
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used wisely to help those people remaining in the
industry.
Secondly, the deregulation of the tobacco industry
and the transfer of the property, rights and liabilities
of the board to the cooperative parallels what
happened in the egg industry. It will mean that the
interests of the industry will be well served. If the
same degree of satisfaction can be achieved, the
tobacco growers and all those involved in the
industry in north-eastern Victoria will have been
done a great service.
The honourable member for Frankston said the
industry's main problem is its growing of
second-grade leaf. One of the problems growers face
is that second-grade leaf can result from changing
climatic conditions. In those circumstances, growers
can do nothing to eliminate that growth. The quota
buyout will go a long way towards removing
inefficient growers from the industry; but it would
be impossible to reach the situation where only top
quality leaf is supplied.
I believe the $3 per kilo offer to buy out the quota
will give a fillip to those growers who desperately
need to find alternate crops to sow. It will be a
lead-in for those who have been adversely affected
by government intervention in the industry. I
support the assistance package and I support the bill
because will assist growers to overcome problems
encountered in the transitional period.
MrW. D. McGRATH (Minister for
Agriculture) - I thank those honourable members
who have contributed to the debate - the Deputy
Premier and the honourable members for Altona,
Springvale, Morwell, Frankston, Geelong North,
Murray Valley and Benambra - for the comments
they have made in support of the legislation. The
amazing thing about the tobacco industry is the
considerable change it has experienced over time.
During the First World War and the Second World
War tobacco was issued to soldiers overseas as a
means of helping them come to terms with anxiety
and tension.
Mr Hamilton - It still works.
Mc W. D. McGRATH - The honourable member
for Morwell says it still works. Perhaps that is right
but it is an illustration of how patterns of behaviour
change. Tobacco is now seen as a health hazard.
Considerable work is being done to increase
people's awareness of the dangers of smoking
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tobacco, including the effects of nicotine and the
overall health ramifications.
The honourable member for Altona said that some
tobacco growers felt victimised. Tobacco growers
are concerned that confidential information could be
given to banks and other financial institutions. The
Victorian Tobacco Leaf Marketing Board treats all its
information confidentially. However, because
tobacco is sold openly and the sizes of the quotas
held by growers are gazetted and are therefore
public information, most people know about the
performances of individual growers. Although some
tobacco growers may feel victimised, the legislation
does not pose any threat to them.
A great deal of the contribution of the honourable
member for Springvale centred on the interesting
statistics he quoted on deaths from asbestos and
smoking. Whenever statistics are compiled it is
interesting to find out who is likely to benefit from
the results. If the statistic that 3000 people a year
would be killed on Australian roads in the 1990s had
been available before the motor car was introduced
into this country, would we have allowed it to
become a means of transport? Of course we know
what happened! 1 have always believed that
statistics are very much like the bikini: what it
reveals is interesting, but what it conceals is vital.
Ms Marple interjected.
MrW. D. McGRATH -Absolutely. The
honourable member spoke about family
breakdowns caused by health problems and
attributed some of those health problems to
smoking. The honourable member was correct in his
assertion. When an untimely and premature death
or serious health problem occurs within a family,
Significant strain is placed on family life.
The honourable member for Frankston spoke about
the viability of the plans for the tobacco farmers.
That is what the legislation is about, to assist them
rather than letting them go to the wall as would
occur when the tobacco industry is totally
deregulated by the federal government in June 1996.
The government has decided to be pro-active and
give farmers some opportunity to make the
transition to some other lifestyle or some other
industry.
The government has investigated whether the
tobacco quota buyout would be regarded as
capital - which is how the Victorian government
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would regard it - by the Australian Taxation Office
(ATO). 1 hope that office does not determine
otherwise and regard the buyout proceeds as
income. That would destroy what the Kennett
government is attempting. A decision by the ATO
that the buyout proceeds were other than capital
would be an injustice to the farmers.
I am happy about the support for the bill.
Honourable members should bear in mind that
$1.5 billion is collected by the federal government in
taxes on Victorian tobacco products; it also collects
$1.5 billion from other states' products, giving it a
tax revenue of $3 billion a year. Therefore $3 million
is a small amount to be made available by the
federal government to the tobacco growers in the
Myrtlefoid area.
I particularly thank Angie Regoni and Colin
McCormack, who have led the growers group in
Myrtleford and the Victorian Tobacco Leaf
Marketing Board, on their work with Department of
Agriculture personnel to prepare the proposal which
has led to the introduction of this bill. I also thank
the Honourable David Evans in another place for the
work he has put into the legislation by, among other
things, coordinating discussions which led to
agreement between the tobacco growers and the
government.
It is time for other state governments to support the
concept adopted in this legislation. The Victorian
government has provided for a buyout program but
there is still much to be done to re-establish growers
into other ventures. There is a need for ongOing
research, and market strategies for new products
will need to be put in place, such as embarking on
investment into the mint or wine industries, or
whatever other industries may be considered. Now
the federal government has an obligation to support
the research and marketing strategies.
Mr Hamilton interjected.
Mr W. D. McGRATH - I thank the honourable
member for Morwell for giving me that support. I
hope he writes to the federal government; it is not
much use expressing his support in this chamber for
the federal government prOViding funds for research
and marketing strategies for those who adopt new
pursuits.
The Queensland tobacco industry is in a bind; the
Queensland government does not know which way
to jump. I am pleased with the support of the
Treasurer and other ministers of the Kennett
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government for this legislation because we have
been able to provide leadership to other states. The
Myrtleford growers have cooperated with the
government and the departmental officers have
delivered on behalf of the growers what they believe
is a workable plan.
I hope the legislation will provide an optimistic and
real future for those who take up the option of a
tobacco quota buyout and, more importantly, that
opportunities will be provided for those who stay
with tobacco growing - a viable industry while
tobacco remains a legal product. If that is achieved,
everyone associated with the legislation can feel a
degree of satisfaction at the outcome.
Motion agreed to.
Read second time.
Passed remaining stages.
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The definition of an 'authority' contained in the
Water Act 1989 expressly excludes a regional
management board. The five regional management
boards of the Rural Water Corporation currently
exercise their functions under delegation from the
corporation. The proposed amendments will enable
the regional management boards to be constituted as
authorities in their own right.
This will deliver substantial long-term benefits
through enhanced local management, reduced
central office overheads, improved local cost control,
further pressure to improve services and more direct
signalling of the cost of doing so.
The new rural authorities are to be given borrowing
powers under the Borrowing and Investment
Powers Act 1987, the same as other authorities
under the Water Act. In practical terms, this means
that they will have access to loans from Treasury
Corporation Victoria but government guarantees
will not be available as of right.

Sitting suspended 6.26 p.m. until 8.04 p.m.

WATER (FURTHER AMENDMENT) BILL
Second reading
Mr COLEMAN (Minister for Natural
Resources) - I move:
That this bill be now read a second time.

The proposed legislation will enable the
government's water reform program for the rural
water sector to proceed in accordance with the
strategy as detailed in the Office of State Owned
Enterprises report of October 1993 entitled Reforming
Victoria's Water Industry: A Competitive Future.
That report identified a range of reforms for the
rural water sector which included:
the Rural Water Corporation's five regional
management boards to be transformed into
separate authorities under the Water Act on 1 July
1994;
responsibility for statewide policy, water resource
assessment and regulatory activities will transfer
from the Rural Water Corporation to the Minister
for Natural Resources; and

Given the heightened commercial focus for the new
regional rural authorities, the residual regulatory,
statewide policy and community service functions
currently undertaken by the corporation are to be
transferred to the Department of Conservation and
Natural Resources. Those functions are already
funded by the consolidated fund through the
government services contract to the Rural Water
Corporation and therefore the transfer of functions
to the Department of Conservation and Natural
Resources will be effectively cost neutral. As neither
the minister nor the department are 'authorities' for
the purposes of the act, amendment of the Water Act
1989 is required to effect the proposed changes and
to accommodate the transfer of staff.
Other amendments to the Water Act are required to
enable water trading between different types of
water entitlements. This will facilitate transfers of
water in northern Victoria where demand is high as
illustrated by the recent and successful water
auction at Swan Hill.
The bill will assist in enabling the government to
meet its goals in the reform of the rural water sector
through increasing efficiency and accountability and
will provide enduring public benefit for all
Victorians.
I commend the bill to the house.

the amalgamation of non-metropolitan urban
authorities.

Debate adjourned on motion of Ms MARPLE
(Altona).
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Debate adjourned until Tuesday, 17 May.

CATCHMENT AND LAND
PROTECTION BILL
Mr COLEMAN (Minister for Natural
Resources) - I move:
That this bill be now read a second time.

Victoria's land and water resources are vital assets
upon wt-jch the wellbeing of current and future
Victorians depends. One of the most important
challenges facing the state is the use of these
resources in a way that assists prosperity in all
regions while enhancing environmental quality and
maintaining the long-term productivity of the
resources.
This bill provides a contemporary legislative
framework to help achieve that goaL Its
development was an election commitment of the
coaiition. The legislation brings together the
processes of integrated catchment mc:nagement and
the control of land degradation and is a recognition
that land degradation can be controlled effectively
only when it is considered as part of the overall
management and use of our natural resources. The
bill follows reform of the Department of
Conservation and Natural Resources to help achieve
those aims.
The bill reinforces the importance of community
involvement in the management and protection of
land and water resources and will support the
efforts of farmers and other land-holders throughout
the state who are already working individually or as
part of Landcare and other land-hoider groups to
improve the long-term productivity of their land. It
will help to ensure that there is a closer link between
the management of land and water resources. It
applies to the management of public as well as
private land and to urban areas as well as rur2.1
areas.
In particular the bill establishes a revised system of
adviSOry and coordinating bodies for catchment
management and land protection and provides for
those bodies to oversee the preparation of catchment
strategies and area plans. Responsibility for the care
of land is defined and existing regulatory controls
are streamlined. The bili also provides ior the
control of pest plants and animals.
The legislation will repeal the Soil Conservation and
Land Utilization Act 1958 and the Verr:1.in and
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Noxious Weeds Act 1958. The bill represents an
extensive integration and modification of the
provisions contained in those two acts. A key
element of the legislation is the reform of the
existing land protection adviSOry system to reinforce
the importance of community involvement in the
management and protection of natural resources
and to enable an integrated approach to their
management.
The Victorian Catchment and Land Protection
Council is to be established by the Minister for
Natural Resources to advise the minister and other
ministers as requested on matters relating to
catchment management and land protection. The
council will also seek to ensure the cooperation of
relevant agencies and other groups in the
commWlity that are involved in the management of
natural resources. It will replace the existing Land
Pro~ection Council and the State Landcare
Committee. Regional catchment and land protection
boards are to be established throughout the state in
regions to be proclaimed by the Governor in Council
on the recommendation of the minister. Those
part-time boards are to be appointed by the minister
after consultation with the Minister for Agriculture
and will encourage a coordinated approach to the
management of natural resources within their region
in close cooperation with the regional community,
particularly land-holder groups, local government
organisations and water authorities and promote
community awareness and involvement. They will
advise the government on strategies and priorities
for catchment management and land protection and
will replace at least 24 existing advisory groups.
Initially 10 regional boards that will cover the whole
state are expected to be established. Their
membership will be based on the necessary range of
skills and experience in local government,
conservation, primary industry, water management
and land protection.
The bill reflects the importance of assigning clear
responSibilities for the control of land degradation.
There is a general duty of care for all landowners to
take all reasonable steps to avoid causing or
contributing to land degradation on land owned by
another party. Those duties apply to public as well
as private land. Duties relating to the responsibility
of landowners for the control of pest plants and
animals are also included.
Each regional catchment a!1d land protection board
is to oversee the preparation and maintenance of a
regional catchment management strategy as a
principal coordinating tool and as the basis for its
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ongoing advice to government. Initially these will
build upon the existing regionallandcare plans.
Following agreement by the Minister for Natural
Resources after consultation with other ministers
whose interests will be affected by the strategy, all
public authorities in undertaking their own activities
must have regard to the strategy.
Within each region special areas can be identified by
the catchment and land protection board, be
declared by the Governor in Council and be the
subject of special study, planning and action. Such
areas could include, for example, water supply
catchments or areas associated with major salinity or
soil erosion problems. The special area plans are to
be prepared under the guidance of the catchment
and land protection board in collaboration with
parties who will be affected by the plan. The special
area plans will outline the appropriate management
arrangements for the area, including cost-sharing
arrangements necessary to put in place the measures
required to meet the objectives of the plan. Such
measures may include drainage works, revegetation
schemes, farm assistance programs, research and
monitoring.
Special area plans may contain provisions for
land-use conditions to be applied to all or part of the
land under consideration in a manner similar to
such conditions under the current Soil Conservation
and Land Utilization Act, 1958. However, conditions
will need to be justified as part of the plan and
agreed by the catchment and land protection board,
the Minister for Natural Resources and other
relevant ministers. The need for such conditions in
association with controls over the development of
land through the Planning and Environment Act
1987 must be justified in the area plan. The costs of
implementing the land use conditions are to be
shared between the beneficiaries through
arrangements to be developed and agreed upon by
the catchment and land protection board as part of
the special area plan.
The management of water supply catchments will
be enhanced. Existing proclaimed catchments will
become special water supply catchment areas. The
responsibility for recommending the proclamation
of water supply catchments is transferred in the
legislation from the Land Conservation Council to
the regional catchment and land protection boards
as part of the preparation and revision of their
regional catchment management strategies so there
will be an improved ability to link the management
of land and water. The special area plan will replace
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the existing land use determinations for water
supply catchments.
The government is committed to encouraging sound
land management practices through a range of
measures that will result in voluntary changes by
land managers. They include improved awareness
through effective education and extension programs,
financial incentives, market mechanisms and similar
policy instruments. There is, however, a continuing
need to require landowners or land managers to
carry out remedial action in appropriate
circumstances through the issuing of land
management notices. The bill provides simplified
arrangements for the preparation of notices relating
to the management of land. These land management
notices will replace the six different types of notices
or orders contained in the existing legislation.
The Victorian Catchment and Land Protection
Council will recommend guidelines for the issue of
land management notices. A notice can be issued by
the Secretary of the Department of Conservation and
Natural Resources to a landowner when the
landowner contravenes the duties prescribed in the
legislation. Before a notice can be issued, the
secretary must be able to show that attempts have
been made to obtain voluntary compliance and,
except for issues relating to pest management, must
seek agreement of the relevant catchment and land
protection board to the issue of a notice.
The bill provides for rights of appeal from land use
conditions and land management notices. These
rights are significantly enhanced over the provisions
of the existing legislation and have been extended to
apply to the making of the notice or condition itself
and to any of the specific provisions they may
contain. Provision is made in the bill for an interim
land management notice to be issued by the
secretary to obtain temporary control over urgent
situations pending long-term resolution.
The government is conscious that Crown land
managed by the Department of Conservation and
Natural Resources must satisfy the duty of care
provided in the legislation. In the case of such land
the catchment and land protection board for the
region may recommend to the minister that the
secretary be instructed to undertake action to ensure
such compliance. In addition, each board will report
annually on catchment management and land
protection for all land in its region.
The Soil Conservation and Land Utilization Act 1958
provides for control over the impact of shallow
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extraction of soil, sand, gravel, stone or other similar
materials. This bill retains those provisions which
require a person carrying out such activity to obtain
authority. The authority may contain special
provisions to ensure that extraction sites are suitably
rehabilita ted.

between the parties or an agreed special area plan
for roadsides within a particular region is developed
and approved. The development of an integrated
approach to roadside management is thereby
encouraged while providing for the management of
roadside pests in the absence of such plans.

The infestation of pest plants and animals is a major
form of land degradation. The bill updates and
improves many of the provisions contained in the
Vermin and Noxious Weeds Act 1958 for the control
of pest plants and pest animals. The Governor in
Council can proclaim plants and animals to be pests
in all or part of the state. The four categories of
proclaimed pest plants relate to the distribution of
the plant and the ability to control or eradicate it.
Proclaimed pest animals are to be allocated to one of
four categories depending upon the magnitude of
their threat and the extent to which the pest is
already established in the state. Pest animals are to
be managed through the prohibition of the import,
keeping or sale of certain non-indigenous animals,
the licensing of places to keep certain animals and
the control of established pest animals by
landowners or government agencies. Those
categories for pest animals are in line with nationally
agreed guidelines.

The bill has been developed through extensive
consultation with relevant community groups and
government organisations. The government is
grateful to the representatives of the 15 statewide
non-government organisations that have
participated on the consultative committee for this
legislation since mid-I993. In July 1993 a discussion
paper on the proposals was widely circulated.
Discussion was encouraged by a set of regional and
statewide workshop meetings and conferences. The
government is grateful to all those who have
participated in those activities. This process has been
under the guidance of Mr Graham Hunter who for
10 years has been involved in the salinity bureau
which has evolved under his leadership.

The categorisation of weeds is to be recommended
by the Victorian Catchment and Land Protection
Council and the regional ca tchment and land
protection boards for statewide and regional
categories respectively. For the categorisation of pest
animals the minister will be advised not only by the
council and boards but also by an expert advisory
committee - the Pest Animal Advisory
Committee - to be established under this legislation.
The responsibilities for managing pest plants and
animals are clearly defined. Owners of public and
private land must take all reasonable steps to
eradicate regionally prohibited weeds, prevent the
growth and spread of regionally controlled weeds
and prevent the spread of established pest animals.
The secretary of the department must take all
reasonable steps to eradicate state prohibited weeds
from all land in the state.
Considerable attention has been paid to the
management of roadsides. The bill provides for the
continued responsibility of landowners to prevent
the spread of regionally controlled weeds and
established pest animals on most roadsides that
adjoin their land. A new provision in the bill enables
the responsibilities of landowners for the adjoining
roadsides to be changed where there is agreement

I make the following statement under section 85(5)

of the Constitution Act 1975 of the reasons why this
bill proposes to alter or vary section 85 of that act.
Clause 94 provides that it is the intention of that
clause to alter or vary section 85 of the Constitution
Act 1975 to the extent necessary to prevent the
Supreme Court from entertaining actions of a kind
referred to in clause 19 and to limit that court's
jurisdiction in matters under the proposed act where
exclusive jurisdiction is given to the Administrative
Appeals Tribunal.
Clause 19 gives an immunity from action to a
member of the Catchment and Land Protection
Council, a regional catchment and land protection
board or the Pest Animal Advisory Committee, if
the member performs in good faith a function under
this bill or the regulations, or acts in the reasonable
belief that he or she is performing such a function.
The reason for limiting the Supreme Court's
jurisdiction in the way I have mentioned is to
prevent the administration of the new act being
hindered by actions before the court and to
encourage persons to submit themselves for
membership of the bodies created by this bill.
The limitation of the Supreme Court's jurisdiction in
relation to certain appeals arises from the
application of the Planning Appeals Act 1980 and
carries through in this legislation the notion that the
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appeals are the exclusive jurisdiction of the
Administrative Appeals Tribunal.

Thursday. 5 May) 994

Mr COLEMAN - It will remain adjourned for
two weeks and if more time is then needed the
government will consider the request.

In summary, this bill represents a new chapter in the

long-term management of Victoria's natural
resources. It will provide a statewide capacity for the
coordinated management of land and water and
assist joint action across the state by the community
and governments to improve productivi ty and
environmental values of our natural resources. The
bill also improves our capacity to take a long-term
strategic approach to catchment management,
clarify responsibilities, and streamline regulatory
provisions as part of the range of measures to
encourage the sustainable use of our resources. As a
result, there will be an improved capacity to manage
the state's natural resources for the benefit of present
and future generations.
I commend the bill to the house.
Debate adjourned on motion of Ms MARPLE
(Altona).
Mr COLEMAN (Minister for Natural
Resources) - I move:
That the debate be adjourned until Thursday, 19 May.

Mr HAMILTON (Morwell) - This is an
extremely important, large and complex bill. I note
the minister's comment that there has been a lot of
consultation on the bill, but given that the
opposition must consult with a number of interested
parties I ask whether it is possible for additional
time to be made available if the opposition requests
it.
Mr COLEMAN (Minister for Natural Resources)
(By leave) - As I have said, there has been wide
consultation on the bill. A committee has been
established comprising 15 different groups as a
means of trying to facilitate its progress. I
acknowledge the comments of the honourable
member for Morwell and I am sure we can provide
him with as much assistance as he needs to
understand the content of the bill. However, there
are real benefits for this bill proceeding in this
session.
Mr Hamilton -Perhaps it could be brought
forward in the last week rather than the second last
week.

Motion agreed to and debate adjourned until
Thursday, 19 May.

STATE TRUSTEES (STATE O\VNED
COMPANY) BILL
Second reading
Mr STOCK DALE (Treasurer) - I move:
That this bill be now read a second time.

The State Trustees (State Owned Company) Bill
provides for Significant improvements to be
achieved in the provision of public trustee services
to the people of Victoria. It provides for State
Trustees to be established as a company which will
be wholly owned by the state. The proposed
company, State Trustees Ltd (STL), will be subject to
the Corporations Law, the State Owned Enterprises
Act and the Trustee Companies Act.
The new structure will free State Trustees from
many of the public sector restrictions to which it has
been subject to date and will enable it to continue
the process of reform which it has successfully
undertaken in recent years. It will also put State
Trustees on a more equal footing with other trustee
companies.
The bill preserves the existing rights of clients of
State Trustees and makes provision for community
service obligations of the type now provided by
State Trustees to continue to be provided under
contract to the government. Initially this contract
will be with State Trustees Ltd with flexibility for
contracts to be awarded to other parties in the future.
In respect to the employees of the corporation, it is
proposed that State Trustees be declared a
designated body for the purposes of section 81A of
the Public Sector Management Act and that the
procedures set out in that section will apply. Part 1
of this bill sets out the preliminaries. The Australian
company number for STL is not yet available
pending approval of the name from the
commonweal th.
Part 2 of the bill retains certain provisions of the
State Trust Corporation of Victoria Act 1987 which
ensures that services currently provided by the
corporation can continue to be supplied by STL.
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Part 3 contains general provisions including the
provision of a limited government guarantee for STL
and the preservation of the rights of STCV clients
existing at the time of commencement of the
legislation. Part 5 repeals the STCV Act. Part 6
amends the Guardianship and Administration
Board Act 1986 by inserting in that Act certain
provisions previously contained in the STCV Act.
Part 7 amends the Administration and Probate Act
by inserting in that Act certain provisions previously
contained in the STCV Act. Part 8 provides for
consequential amendments to other Acts.
I wish to make a statement under section 85(5) of the
Constitution Act 1975 of the reasons for altering or
varying that section by the bill. Clause 40 re-enacts
an existing provision of the State Trustees
Corporation of Victoria Act which amends the
Administration and Probate Act 1958 by inserting a
new section 30D in that act with the intention to
alter or vary section 85 of the Constitution Act to the
extent necessary to prevent the Supreme Court
entertaining claims where State Trustees has
distributed the assets of a deceased person after a
period of three months of serving a notice of refusal
to recognise a claim where no proceedings to enforce
the claim have been instituted within that period.
The reason for limiting the jurisdiction of the
Supreme Court is to remove uncertainty and
facilitate prompt distribution of estates by ensuring
that subsequent claims are not recognised.
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announcement by establishing the Victorian Funds
Management Corporation, which will provide funds
management and advisory services to participating
authorities on a voluntary and contractual basis.
In making the decision to establish a funds
management corporation, the government has taken
into account the observations of the Auditor-General
in his November 1993 report on the investment
performance of government instrumentalities. The
Auditor-General concluded that:
The achievements of the Transport Accident
Commission in particular have been excellent with
returns over the last five years exceeding many large
and medium-sized private sector funds. The
commission has achieved these returns while
maintaining a very low-risk profile.

The vision embodied in this bill is tha t the
investment system and strategies developed and
utilised by the TAC in the past should now be made
available to other funds and authorities in the public
sector on a voluntary and contractual basis.
The corporation will have the objective of providing
professional fund management and adviSOry
services to public sector funds and authorities that
qualify as participating authorities. The corporation
will provide those services through pooling the
funds of its participating authorities in one or more
trusts which will be established by the corporation
and of which the corporation will also be the trustee.

I commend the bill to the house.
Debate adjourned on motion of Ms MARPLE
(Altona).
Debate adjourned until Thursday, 19 May.

VICTORIAN FUNDS MANAGEMENT
CORPORATION BILL
Second reading
Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer) - I move:
That this bill be now read a second time.

In December 1993 the government annowlced that it
would establish a central funds management
authority for public sector funds and authorities.
When the investment portfolios of the funds and
authorities in the public sector are aggregated, the
public sector has an investment portfolio of over
$13 billion. This bill gives effect to that

It is intended that the funds pooled in the trusts will
be allocated to specialist funds managed by
specialist private sector fund managers. Although
the active securities management will be conducted
by the private sector specialists, the passive portion
of the portfolios may be managed by the corporation
if this lowers costs. The performance of the private
sector fund managers will be rigorously monitored
by the corporation against investment mandates and
benchmarks set by the corporation.

The investment products offered by the corporation
will necessarily take into account the investment
strategies and asset allocations determined by its
participating authorities. Although responsibility for
setting investment strategies and asset allocations
rests with, and is the responsibility of, the individual
boards of the participating authorities, participating
authorities will be able to avail themselves of the
corporation's advice in setting their strategies and
asset allocations should they so choose.
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Although the corporation will be required to operate
within the prudential and reporting framework
established by the Treasurer, it will also be expected
"'to act on sound and prudent commercial principles
and adhere to standards adopte~ by equivalent
organisations in the private sector.
It is the government's intention to appoint to the
Victorian Funds Management Corporation a
commercial board comprising people of the highest
calibre who have established records in commerce
and relevant fields. Subject to the requirements of
the prudential framework established by the
Treasurer and the requirements of its participating
authorities, the board of the corporation will be
required to exercise independent judgment in the
making of its investment decisions. To ensure that
this independence is preserved the bill contains a
clause that specifically prevents the Treasurer from
influencing individual investment decisions of the
board.

The establishment of the corporation will provide
significant benefits to its participating authorities
through:
increasing the range of markets and managers
available to participating authorities and thereby
enabling them to diversify their investment
portfolios. It is through diversification that
participating authorities will be able to lower the
level of their portfolio's risk. In the case of smaller
funds the establishment of the corporation is
particularly important as it will enable them to
access products which previously were outside
their reach;
economies of scale. The establishment of the
corporation will lead to lower fees for the volume
of trading undertaken by the corporation and
savings on administrative costs; and
access to the services of a corporation able to
attract and retain skilled professionals, dedicated
to overseeing the management of the investments
of the public sector.
The establishment of the corporation, which
complements the initiatives already taken to manage
the state's debt and financial liabilities, is part of the
government's drive to establish a more efficient
public sector. The corporation has the potential to
contribute significantly to the rebuilding of the
Victorian economy and the reinstatement of
financial confidence in the public sector. I look
forward to the corporation's participating
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authorities testing the capacity of the corporation to
offer a range of products which enable them to
diversify their risk and enhance their returns.
I commend the bill to the house.
Debate adjourned on motion of Ms MARPLE
(Altona).
Debate adjourned until Thursday, 19 May.

MELBOURNE WATER CORPORATION
(AMENDMENT) BILL
Second reading
Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer) - I move:
That this bill be now read a second time.

The bill does two things by way of amendment to
the Melbourne Water Corporation Act 1992:
it broadens the power of Melbourne Water
Corporation to delegate; and

it gives the Treasurer power to direct Melbourne
Water Corporation in relation to the exercise of its
power of delegation.
While simple in themselves, these amendments are
part of the government's strategy of reviewing the
form and functions of large state authorities.
The government has already announced its intention
of separating Melbourne Parks and Waterways from
Melbourne Water. The bill will facilitate that.
I announced in my second-reading speech on the
autumn economic statement 'the proposed
separation of Melbourne Water Corporation into
three regional businesses and a headworks
business'. The bill will also facilitate that change.
Melbourne Water has already been restructured
internally into operating divisions including a
headworks division and three regional distribution
bodies. The bill is designed to facilitate
corporatisation of separate bodies reflecting this
structure. Further decisions will be required as to the
allocation of other elements of the industry,
including sewage treatment works and associated
assets.
This proposed disaggregation will result in separate
businesses, each with full responsibility for service
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delivery, asset management and financial viability.
This will focus management resources on
competition by comparison and thus stimulate
efficiency. With management closer to the customer,
further improvement in service performance and
cost management can also be expected.
Melbourne Water Corporation will become the
head works business after disaggregation.
The management and performance monitoring of
operating licences for water and sewerage within
metropolitan Melbourne will be enhanced with
disaggregation compared to Melbourne Water
Corporation remaining a vertically integrated single
entity.
I commend the bill to the house.
Debate adjourned on motion of Ms MARPLE
(Altona).
Debate adjourned until Thursday, 19 May.

WESTERNPORT (CRIB POINT
TERMINAL) BILL
Second reading
Mr COLEMAN (Minister for Natural
Resources) - I move:
That this bill be now read a second time.

Due to the decline of crude oil prod uction from Bass
Strait, which from 1995 is estimated to fall markedly,
there will be a need increasingly to use overseas
crude for processing petroleum products.
The operators of Victoria's two oil refineries, Mobil
Oil Australia and Shell Australia, as a joint venture,
have formed a company, Crib Point Terminal Pty
Ltd, and have purchased the former BP refinery site
at Crib Point on Western Port, which is adjacent to
the port of Hastings. That location has been chosen
by the joint venture partners as it is a site where they
consider an oil terminal facility can be constructed to
enable the economical offloading and storage of
imported crude prior to its conveyance to the
refineries for processing.
The bill will assist the development and operation of
the proposed new terminal. The legislation applying
to the old BP site and an adjacent parcel of land is
overhauled by the bill to smooth the path for this
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critical commercial development, which the
government firmly supports.
The principal act, the Westernport (Oil Refinery) Act
1963, is heavily amended by the bill to ensure its
proper application to the new terminal project. The
bill renames this act as the Westernport (Crib Point
Terminal) Act. While much of the principal act and
in particular the agreement it gave effect to in
relation to the responsibilities of the government
and at that time BP are no longer relevant, the act
remains important in so far as it prOVided for the
initial construction and subsequent operation of an
authorised pipeline from Crib Point to Dandenong
along an approved route.
The prime purposes of the bill, in simple terms, are
to ensure that the route of that pipeline is clearly
identified and to ensure the easements for the
pipeline are in effect transferred to the new
company for its oil terminal purposes. Most of the
non-Crown land subject to the pipeline and relevant
title particulars and easement information has been
located and identified, thereby enabling Crib Point
terminal to effectively step into BP's shoes for the
purposes of these pipeline easements. In the case of
Crown land and certain parcels of freehold land
where rights and burdens in relation to the existing
pipeline could not be determined with certainty, the
bill provides for the creation of statutory easements
and covenants. The overall intention and effect is to
ensure a clearly identifiable pipeline route and
easements with consistent rights and obligations
applying throughout.
The bill also provides for a parcel of land adjacent to
the Crib Point jetty to vest in the Port of Melbourne
Authority. This land was effectively taken away
from its then beneficial holder, BP Australia Ltd, and
returned to the Crown in 1991 by operation of the
Westernport (Oil Refinery) Land Act 1990 in the
hope that the state could lease or licence it for a
commercial development then in prospect.
That development did not eventuate and the current
arrangements for ownership mean that, before the
Port of Melbourne Authority as the manager of the
associated port of Hastings can negotiate on any
commercial development on land that is declared to
be part of the port of Hastings, the authority must
seek the agreement of the Department of
Conservation and Natural Resources. Accordingly,
potential users of the Crib Point jetty facility face
dealings with two levels of bureaucracy, which is
unacceptable.

SWAN HILL PIONEER SETILEMENT AUTHORITY (REPEAL) BILL
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CONSTITIJTION ACT 1975 - SECTION 85(5)
STATEMENT

liabilities of the authority to the Swan Hill City
Council.

I make the following statement under section 85(5)
of the Constitution Act 1975 of th,e reasons why the
bill alters or varies that section.

The Swan Hill Pioneer Settlement was established in
the 1960s and was the first folk museum in Victoria.
It was originally administered by the Swan Hill City
Council and the assets and liabilities transferred to
the government when the statutory authority was
established in 1975.

Clause 7 of the bill inserts new section 16 in the
principal act which states that it is the intention of
that section to alter or vary section 85 of the
Constitution Act 1975 to the extent necessary to
prevent the Supreme Court entertaining actions for
compensation in circumstances in which no
compensation is payable by virtue of section 15.
New section 15 provides that no compensation is
payable by the Crown or the company in respect of
the extinguishment, creation or variation by this act
of any interest, right, privilege or obligation over
land.
The reason for preventing the Supreme Court from
having the actions referred to brought before it and
for preventing the court from awarding
compensation are that these might frustrate or
impede the purposes of the bill, which are to give
effect to a scheme which will be beneficial to the
community as a whole. It is important to recognise
that the pipeline easements dealt with by the bill
have existed over relevant land for many years and
the bill basically confinns their existence.
I commend the bill to the house.
Debate adjourned on motion of Mr HAMILTON
(Morwell).
Debate adjourned until Thursday, 19 May.

SWAN HILL PIONEER SETTLEMENT
AUTHORITY (REPEAL) BILL
Second reading
Mr COLEMAN (Minister for Natural
Resources) - I move:
That this bill be now read a second time.

In order to enable the more efficient running of the
Swan Hill Pioneer Settlement it is proposed to
transfer the management of the Swan Hill Pioneer
Settlement to the Swan Hill City Council. This will
entail the repeal of the Swan Hill Pioneer Settlement
Act 1974 and the transfer of all the assets and

The Swan Hill Pioneer Settlement AuthOrity and the
Swan Hill City Council have each made
representations to both this government and the
previous government to repeal the legislation which
set up the authority. It is considered by both parties
that the settlement can be run with reduced
administrative overheads by the Swan Hill City
Council.
The bill simply transfers the operation to the Swan
Hill City Council and is in accordance with the very
clear policy of the government to lessen involvement
in tJle ownership and management of operations
which can more effectively and efficiently be run by
other bodies. The council will be granted a
long-term lease of between 21 and 50 years at a
peppercorn rental of 10 dollars per year. This will
enable the council to concentrate it') energy on
running the operation as a success without any fear
of an increase in rental which would effect the
ongoing viability of the settlement.
Finally, the bill repeals the Coal Creek Historical
Park Act 1975 and the Gippsland Folk Museum Act
1976, which mirror the Swan Hill legislation in that
these acts, in each instance, establish a statutory
authority to manage a historical park. Neither the
Coal Creek nor the Gippsland Folk Museum acts
have been proclaimed however, and satisfactory
administrative arrangements are currently in place
with the two historical parks being run by
committees of management. It would therefore be
inappropriate for the government to step in and
assume ownership and management of those parks.
I make the following statement under section 85(5)
of the Constitution Act 1975 as to the reasons why it
is proposed in the bill to alter or vary section 85 of
this Act. Section 17 provides for the limitation of the
jurisdiction of the Supreme Court to prevent it from
entertaining actions for compensaticn as outlined in
section 16. It is essential that the transfer of the
activities of the pioneer settlement to the Swan Hill
City Council proceed without delay and without
being impeded by such claims for compensation. It
is in the public interest t..~at the council's
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management of the pioneer settlement be ratified by
Parliament.
I commend the bill to the house.
Debate adjourned on motion of Mr HAMILTON
(Morwell).
Mr COLEMAN (Minister for Natural
Resources) - I move:
That the debate be adjourned until Tuesday, 17 May.

Mr HAMILTON (Morwell) - On the question of
time, the opposition understands that the bill needs
to be dealt with quickly while Swan Hill City
Council remains and is not amalgamated.
Motion agreed to and debate adjourned until
Tuesday, 17 May.
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TI-is restructuring needs to be accompanied by an
effective regulatory framework which ensures that
market participants work and trade in a competitive
manner. The regulatory body will promote and
safeguard competition arising from the new
industry arrangements. In the case of any remaining
natural monopolies, it will ensure the simulation of
competitive market conduct and prevent the misuse
of monopoly power.
The government sees the establishment of the Office
of the Regulator-General as necessary to ensure that
the competitive benefits of the industry
restructuring are passed on to household,
commercial and industrial consumers. The office
will do this by:
ensuring that industry participants adhere to
market rules and licence conditions;
preventing misuse of market power;

OFFICE OF THE
REGULATOR-GENERAL BILL
Second reading
Mr COLEMAN (Minister for Natural
Resources) -On behalf of the Minister for Finance,
I move:

facilitating entry to the regulated industries;
enforcing rules which will provide for
non-diSCriminatory access to the natural
monopoly components of the restructuring
industries; and
regulating prices for specified goods and services.

That this bill be now read a second time.

This bill is a vital part of the government's
micr~conomic reform program. We are
determined to bring the state's economy to the
forefront of efficiency and competitiveness.
The government is now well advanced in the
planning of major reforms of Victorian industries
which have been dominated for many years by
vertically integrated government business
enterprises (GBEs). These industries include the
electricity, gas and water industries. The old
monopolistic structure of these industries is no
longer appropriate in today's competitive
environment. It is crucial that these services should
be provided in the most cost-effective manner
possible.
The pace of the government's refonns will quicken
during 1994-95. Where appropriate, large GBEs will
be disaggregated to encourage competition and
efficiency, small and inefficient local bodies will be
amalgamated, and GBEs will be corporatised and
privatised.

The Office of the Regula tor-General will be
concerned with the economic regulation of a range
of industries, including electricity, gas and water.
The bill provides the flexibility to require the office
to regulate other restructuring industries as well if
that is considered appropriate at the time.
The fact that the office will be regulating more than
one industry will underpin its independence.
Together with its powers to make determinations, its
independence from ministerial direction and the
transparent na ture of its processes, this will be vital
in ensuring the office's reputation for integrity in the
community and with industry participants.
It is not the intention of this legislation in any way to
detract from the joint commonwealth-state process
for refonn of competition policy begun by the
Hilmer report. It is envisaged that economic
regulation of the refonning industries could be
transferred to the relevant commonwealth
authorities when the Victorian reforms have been
settled down. This will only happen, however, when
the government is satisfied that the new national
institutions concerned with competition policy and
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industry regulation are sufficiently developed to
look after the interests of Victorian consumers and
industries equally as well as the Victorian economic
regulator.
Part 1 of the bill sets out the preliminaries, including
the purpose of the act, which is to establish the office
and to create an economic regulatory framework for
regulated industries which promotes and safeguards
competition and competitive market conduct. Part 1
also describes how the Governor in Council will
declare which industries are to be regulated, which
powers defined in legislation relating to regulated
industries are to be exercised by the Office of the
Regulator-General, and how the office would
resolve any perceived conflict between the objectives
in this legislation and the regulated industry'S
legislation. The act is to be interpreted and
administered in accordance with statements of
government policy.
Part 2 of the bill is concerned with the establishment
of the Office of the Regulator-General, its objectives,
functions, powers, its relationship with government,
and staffing arrangements. The office will be a body
corporate, and the office will comprise one member
appointed as the Regulator-General by the Governor
in Council. The Regulator-General will be appointed
for a five-year term. Removal of the
Regulator-General from office would require a
similar process as is reqUired to remove the
Auditor-General, involving a resolution by each
house of Parliament. The Regulator-General will be
supported by ASsociate-Regulators General and by
staff and consultants, where necessary.
The objectives of the office include to promote
competitive market conduct; to prevent the misuse
of market power; to facilitate market entry; to
facilitate efficiency; to ensure that users and
consumers benefit from competition and efficiency;
and to further the objectives specified in legislation
for the regulated industries.
The functions of the office include to advise the
minister on matters relating to economic regulation
and to conduct inquiries and report on matters
relating to regulated industries. In addition, the bill
provides for the office to undertake functions
specified under legislation for regulated industries.
The office must perform its functions and exercise its
powers in a manner which it considers best gives
effect to any relevant statement of government
policy. Such a statement would be published in the
Government Gazette in the form of an Order made by
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the Governor in Council. The office has the broad
power to do all things necessary to perform its
functions or achieve its objectives.
An important aspect of the office will be its
independence, and to this end the office is not to be
subject to the direction or control of the minister in
respect of any determination, report or inquiry.
Part 3 defines the specific powers of the Office of the
Regulator-General. It will have the power to
determine prices for prescribed goods and services,
taking into account a number of factors including
the costs of production, returns on assets, interstate
and international benchmarks, the financial
implications of the determination and the factors
specified in relevant legislation.
The office may also exercise powers conferred on it
in relevant legislation relating to quality standards
of supply, licensing arrangements, and market
conduct. Determinations are to be published in the
Government Gazette and in newspapers and will not
take effect until they are published.
Part 4 is concerned with the inquiries and reports of
the Office of the Regulator-General. The office may
choose to conduct an inquiry, or it may be required
to do so by the minister in written terms of
reference. The office must publicise inquiries.
Written submissions may be made, and at least one
public hearing must be held in the case of each
inquiry. The office has certain powers to require
persons to provide information. Within 30 days of
receiving the office's final report, the minister must
ensure that a copy is available for public inspection
and then for public purchase.
Part 5 of the bill contains a number of general
provisions relating to enforcement, appeals,
proceedings and other matters. Any appeals against
a determination of the office must be on the grounds
that there has been bias or a misinterpretation of
facts, and appeals are to be heard by a panel of three
people selected by the minister from a pool of
people who will be appointed by the Governor in
Council. Appeals must be heard and decided within
two weeks of the appeal being lodged.
I wish to make the following statement under
section 85(5) of the Consti tution Act 1975 of why the
bill alters or varies that section. Clause 41 of the bill
provides that it is intended to alter or vary section 85
of the Constitution Act 1975 to the extent necessary
to prevent the Supreme Court from entertaining
applications referred to in clauses 32(8) or 40.
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Clause 32(8) excludes civil proceedings for damage
that may be suffered in respect of providing
information or documents to an inquiry. The reason
for limiting the jurisdiction of the Supreme Court
with respect to clause 32(8) is to give persons who
wish to make statements or provide information a
degree of confidence that their statements or
information can be made without fear of litigation.
This is likely to enhance the quality of the
submissions and information made available to the
office, and thus contribute to the quality of its
reports.
Clause 40 of the bill provides that proceedings
cannot be brought in respect of a determination,
provisional order or final order except on the
ground that there was no power to make the
determination or order or that the procedural
requirements in relation to the making of the
determination or order have not been complied
with. The bill provides for an appeals panel and
process associated with the office, and the
commercial nature of the industries to be regulated
requires that appeals be heard and decided as
quickly as possible. It is considered that the appeals
mechanism would satisfy the requirements for
appellants to be given a fair hearing and for a
considered decision on any appeals to be made.
Similarly it is necessary to ensure that where the
Regulator-General makes orders to comply with
de terminations or with the terms of any licence they
should operate without risk of questions challenging
the substance of the order being referred to court
except on the grounds mentioned, since direct and
effective enforcement is essential to the scheme of
economic regulation provided for in the bill.
The Office of the Regulator-General will play an
important role in reinforcing the government's
economic reform objectives. The government is
determined to make this state's economy the most
efficient and competitive in the nation, and an
integral aspect of achieving this objective is to
ensure that the benefits of the micro-economic
reform of the key service industries are passed on to
users at all levels, including households, commercial
premises and industrial customers. The Office of the
Regulator-General will fulfil this role very
effectively.
I commend the bill to the house.
Debate adjourned on motion of Mr HAMILTON
(Morwell).
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Debate adjourned until Thursday, 19 May.

APPROPRIATION (INTERIM 1994-95)
BILL
Second reading
Debate resumed from 4 May; motion of
Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer).
Mr JASPER (Murray Valley) - During the few
minutes I had last night to begin my contribution to
the deba te I highlighted the hypocrisy of the
opposition. I spoke after the honourable member for
Dandenong. Speaker after speaker from the
opposition benches criticised what the government
has done since coming to office in October 1992, but
they conveniently forgot to mention the 10 years of
Labor mismanagement and the subsequent
difficulties this government had to face. I will
highlight the great problems confronting the
government in its efforts to return the state to
economic prosperity and to its rightful pOSition as
the dominant state in Australia.
In contrast to opposition speakers, the honourable

member for Dromana, like government speakers
before him, highlighted the need for a state
government that supports private enterprise and
people who show initiative. Government members
spoke of the benefits of limiting government
intervention and looking to private enterprise for
increased efficiencies to enable the state to be
returned to working order. Articles on pages 60 and
61 of yesterday'S Herald Sun highlight the changes
that have occurred in Victoria under this
government. One headline reads 'Victoria steams
back in the race to catch up'.
Mr Sercombe interjected.
Mr JASPER - Would the deposed Deputy
Leader of the OppOSition care to read the article?
After I have quoted from it and made a few
comments, I will let him read it. If he does, he will
understand what is happening in Victoria. He will
understand the reasons for the widespread
recognition that Victoria is back on track. The
government has got the state moving - not only
metropolitan Melbourne but country Victoria.
One million dollars is being spent on reinstating and
maintaining the rail service between Tocumwal and
Strathmerton. I shall quote some of the points made
in that Herald Sun article:
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The economic recovery in Victoria is under way and
the state is growing.
But Victoria's growth will not be as great as that in
other states, particularly Queensland and Western
Australia.

The article continues:
The reason is Victoria fell into a much deeper recession
hole than any other state-

that was caused by the mismanagement of the Labor
government between 1982 and 1992 so when the rest of the country started enjoying the
fruits of the recovery Victorians had nothing to smile
about.
Now, the trend is changing. Consumer confidence in
Victoria is ahead of the national average and reflected
by a lift in leading indicators.
Victorians are spending more in the shops, car sales
have risen from a four-year slump, investment is up
and the state is leading the manufacturing export drive.
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They are typical of the observations made by
commentators in Victoria and throughout Australia,
all of whom recognise the new-found confidence in
this state. As a person whose family is involved in
business and who frequently speaks to business
people, I know that confidence was at a low ebb
prior to the change of government in 1992. Business
had no confidence in the way the Laber government
was running the state. It was generally recognised
that the fonner government had been borrowing
money to pay the interest on the debt and to develop
capital works.
That situation partially led to the disastrous financial
situation in which the state found itself in 1992.
Voters recognised that at the election, which saw the
Labor Party thrown out with a massive win for the
coalition government. Victorians recognised the
need for a change because the 10 years of Laber
government was disastrous.
Those of us who were members at the time will
remember that in 1982 when Labor came into office
the Premier at that time said that it was the start of a
new era.
An honourable member interjected.

Another article headed 'The shoppers return' states:
Victorians are finally starting to loosen their belts and
spend some money ...
It has been a disastrous couple of years for the state's
retailers. Victorian retail spending has failed to keep
pace with the rest of Australia.

But that seems to be behind us.
Victoria, in terms of consumption and retail trade, is
now growing at about the same rate as Australia as a
whole.

To make sure that all the facts are before the
Parliament, I will read from another article headed
'Things are looking up':
Victorians are more optimistic about the economy than
the rest of Australia, according to the Roy Morgan
Research Centre -

Mr JASPER - That is right; it was a new era. In
1992 you were thrown out as a result of 10 years of a
new era! Honourable members will recall the
comments made by the former Premier, John Cain,
and his Treasurer, Rob Jolly. At one time he claimed
he was the greatest Treasurer in the world, and that
is what he was described as. He assisted in breaking
the state and creating the massive debt problems
this government is now facing. At last there is a
recognition of a new-found confidence in the state.
The great disaster was the federal coalition losing
the federal election and the Labor Party being
re-elected to office. Victoria's economic recovery will
be retarded because it will not receive the support it
should receive from the federal Labor govenunent.
A complete change of govenunent throughout
Australia is needed; a conservative government is
needed both in Victoria and at the federal level.
Then we will be cooking with gas! The major
difficulty facing the state government is having to
contend with a federal Labor government.

not the govenunentconsumer confidence is the highest it has been in
Australia and Victoria since surveys began in March
1973, according to the centre's consumer confidence
rating.

I will refer to some of the comments made by the
Treasurer in his autumn economic statement
delivered in Parliament last week:
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Refonning our habits and practices will remain an
ongoing challenge. Other countries similarly recognise
the need to become more competitive. They will
continue to present new chaUenges to us to work more
productively and use our resources more effectively.

Surely that is what must happen. Confidence must
be transferred into the private sector to bolster
development. The Treasurer spoke about the
increased momentum for economic reform:
The Victorian government is leading micro-ecoriomic
reform, labour market reform and reduction of imposts
on business -
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Mr JASPER - The honourable member for
MOmington summed it up. She does not have a true
understanding of what happens in country Victoria.
She should try to represent her electorate and leave
country people to do what they do best - that is,
represent country areas.
The critical factor of the economic statement is that
the overall budget deficit in 1993-94 was estimated
at $3.9 billion, but that figure is reduced to
$1.2 billion. That reduction represents a massive
turnaround and indicates that this government is
recognising - -

Honourable members interjecting.
that is a critical point so far as the government is
concemedin the form of costs of infrastructure services, costs of
workers compensation insurance and costs of
complying with government regulation.

Those are the sorts of reductions the government is
examining to assist business generally. It has
examined the developments and announcements for
the capital works projects. No doubt there must be
spending to create development and consequently
jobs so that the state can move forward.
The Treasurer announced that over a certain period
$1 billion would be spent on capital works projects
across Victoria. That was one of the most important
points raised.
Mr Sercombe interjected.
Mr JASPER - I will come to that - relax. I am
interested to hear the deposed deputy leader's
interjections. I want to make sure he hears what is
going on in north-eastem Victoria. The critical factor
that one should - An honourable member interjected.

Mr JASPER - The honourable member for
Altona is yapping away. She should listen to some
of this. It is interesting that that honourable member
makes contributions about the importance of
country Victoria. Some of her contributions are quite
reasonable. However, although she lived in the
country once for only a short time, she conveys the
impression that she has a true understanding of
what occurs in country Victoria. Does she
understand? No way!

Mr Cooper interjected.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER - Order! The Chair has
been tolerant until now by allowing a reasonable
level of interjection. I emphasise the word
'reasonable', and I ask honourable members to
restrain themselves.
Mr JASPER - During the years I have been a
member of Parliament I have heard inane comments
from opposition members who do not have much
understanding of what is happening and what they
should be doing. It is interesting that the deposed
Deputy Leader of the Opposition mentioned what is
happening in country Victoria. I want to ensure that
he understands that much more is being done in
country Victoria than what he or other members of
the opposition acknowledge, and one need only look
at what has happened with schools to realise that.
It is interesting to see the honourable member for
Williamstown in the chamber. She is a person with
considerable educational experience whom I respect.
The changes to education have been accepted in
country Victoria and in my electorate. They have
produced and will produce in the long term a better
outcome for schools generally.
The number of schools in country electorates
presents difficulties for members representing those
electorates. There are 36 primary and secondary
schools in my electorate.
Mr Steggall interjected.
Mr JASPER - The honourable member for Swan
Hill asks whether that is all. The facts are that many
country electorates have many schools. Last year I
visited all the schools in my electorate and discussed
wi th principals and staff and school councils
representatives the proposed changes and how they
thought their schools should operate.
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In my electorate only five schools were closed and
they each had fewer than 12 students. In the current
circumstances they could not be justified and the
people representing those schools in discussions
recognised that having fewer than 12 students was
unviable.

The Bobinawarrah East school with 12 students was
closed, and they now attend the Markwood Primary
School. Burramine South school with 7 students was
closed and they now attend the Tungamah Primary
School. The Everton Upper school closed voluntarily
and the 7 students that attended that school now
attend Everton Primary School. Eldorado primary
school had some difficulties and a small number of
students have been taken by Carraragarmungee
Primary School and Tarrawingee Area Primary
School. 5t James Primary School was the other
school that closed voluntarily. The parents voted
with their feet. At the end of second term last year
they closed the school and moved some of the
students to Tungamah Primary School and some to
Oevenish Primary School.
Overall the government achieved an excellent result
and as schools settle into the new system there will
be a better result for students in country Victoria. It
is important to put on record that coalition country
members had extensive discussions with the
minister and the senior representatives of the
department and were able to put to the minister
what they believed were areas of concern and how
they believed they could get a better outcome for
people they represent in country Victoria.
The government was able to give an assurance that a
second full-time teacher would become available to
schools once their enrolments reached 27. 1hat was
important to many of the smaller schools in my
electorate of Murray Valley. Extra staff was
provided for secondary school with enrolments of
less than 500.
All honourable members know of the importance of
the conveyance allowances and the provision of free
school bussing to country students. The maximum
allowance of $300 per year had not been raised since
1981. In 10 years of Labor government, despite
representations by country members seeking a
review of the allowance, the allowance was not
raised once. The allowance ranged from $50 in some
areas to a maximum of $300. Conveyance
allowances have been reviewed and will be
increased -the first increase since 1981!
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The MARC and MACC support vans that were
provided to small country schools have been
retained following representations to the
goverrunent. The interest subsidy provided to
schools to assist them to take on capital projects has
been retained and extended. Clerical assistance for
small country schools, which had been reduced, was
revised back to the original level, prOViding support
for smaller country schools and a recognition of the
special difficulties of schools in remote areas of the
state.
The minister also announced $176 million of capital
works projects to Victorian schools over the next two
years. That is important because during the past 10
years there was a massive run down of the capital
works program for schools and there is a need for
capital works spending. The government has
promised an increase in capital works spending to
bring schools up to a reasonable standard.
Eleven country schools have been included in the
specialist physical education program, including
Rutherglen High School and Cobram Consolidated
School in my electorate.
There has also been capital works spending in my
electorate. It is interesting that there are honourable
members opposite who are interested in hearing
how some of the money is to be spent. Rutherglen
High School will have $330 000 to spend on
much-needed development that will assist in
providing a higher standard of education for its
students. Cobram Consolidated School will also
spend $300 000 and Katamatite Primary School will
have $45 000 for renovations.
One of the largest high schools in Victoria, with an
enrolment of 1300 students, Wangaratta High
School, received $600 000 for its maintenance
program and the Wangaratta College ofTAFE
received $250 000 for the development of student
accommodation. As a member of the Wangaratta
College of T AFE cOWlcil, I am pleased that result has
been achieved in recognition of the importance of
TAFE training in country areas, particularly based at
Wangaratta in my electorate.
It is important that the government is taking a
positive approach to the provision of educational
facilities in country Victoria.

Another important area is the provision of police
stations and support services in country Victoria. I
am pleased that over the years - it was supported
by the former government - new police facilities
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have been developed. There are new police stations
at Cobram, Yarrawonga and Rutherglen in my
electorate and a new $13 million police headquarters
and 24-hour station at Wangaratta was opened last
year by the Minister for Police and Emergency
Services. I am pleased that was put in train prior to
the change of government because had that not been
so the minister, who is the honourable member for
Benalla, may have wished to relocate the
headquarters in Benalla rather than leaving it at
Wangaratta.
The new $25 000 police station at Numurka was
badly needed. Nurnurka police were operating out
of a former water supply authority residence that
was converted to a police station in 1946. Although
it had undergone some renovations and additions in
the period since then it was substandard
accommodation and not conducive to the provision
of good policing in Numurka and the surrounding
areas. The police stations across my electorate are in
excellent shape, including the small, one-man
stations.
The recent opening of a section of the Hume
Freeway by the federal Minister for Transport and
the Minister for Roads and Ports was an excellent
result. The freeway now bypasses every city and
town between Melbourne and Wodonga. The
bypass project was estimated to cost $110 million
but following the introduction of the competitive
tendering process in recent years the final cost was
only $84 million.
In the early 19805 a coalition federal government

introduced a 3-cent levy on fuel to provide funds for
construction on the Hume Freeway. It was proposed
construction would commence in the early 1980s
and that the project would be completed by the 1988
bicentenary. FollOWing delays over a number of
years the completion date was extended and the
completion date looked more likely to be 1996.
Government members from north-eastem Victoria
made strong representations when funding for the
Hurne Freeway project was redirected to projects in
other parts of country Victoria and Australia. The
pressure we were able to bring to bear resulted in
additional funds being provided and the project
being completed by April 1994, almost two years
ahead of schedule. That will be important for
north-eastem Victoria and Wangaratta. The 3-cent
additional tax imposed by the Victorian government
for roadworks will be of great benefit to country
Victoria, with a third of those funds being directed
to country road projects. Many road projects are
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under way in my electorate, and country people
appreciate the additional funding allocated for rural
Victoria.
I am extremely disappointed at the high level of
taxes imposed on motorists by the federal
government. The excise on fuel is apprOximately
50 per cent of the cost of a litre, about 35 cents, of
which 7 cents is returned to the state and the balance
paid into consolidated revenue. The state
government allocates nearly all the fuel tax it collects
on roadworks.
The federal government has made no secret of the
fact that there will be further increases in fuel taxes
in the future. The motorist is a rnilch cow for the
consolidated revenue.

If I had more time I would refer to the further
development in the tourism and wine industries in
my electorate. Today I spoke to a businessman who
told me that the government must look after the
business people who are still left in Victoria because
so many of them have given up. The government is
creating the right climate for people to invest,
develop their businesses and increase employment,
which is what it is all about. The government cannot
employ everyone; private enterprise is the way to go.
Mr BATCHELOR (Thomastown) - I am pleased
that I am following the honourable member for
Murray Valley, because I shall take up his comments
on the road transport industry. The honourable
member has a reputation for standing up for his
electorate, even to the extent of opposing his
coalition colleagues. Obviously he has fallen victim
to the subterfuge in the figures for the transport
budget. A close examination of the statement shows
that the government is not telling the truth. It says
that capital works spending will increase by
$128.9 million next financial year, an increase of
24.7 per cent.
Following the Treasurer's announcement the
television news and media reports the next day also
fell victim to the subterfuge. The reality of the
transport budget, particularly the capital works
program, is that accountants within Treasury have
manipulated the statement to put the government in
a good light.
The government has got away with the subterfuge
because of the confusing way figures are presented
and changes made in budgets and economic
statements. Apples cannot be compared with apples.
Tables are prepared differently and economic data
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are presented to confuse the media, the public and
obviously even members of the government.
I shall examine the figures to present a correct
analysis of the capital works program in the
transport portfolio. The increased allocation for
capital works in 1994-95 of nearly $130 million
includes $93 million of capital works expenditure
which was to be spent in 1993-94. The government
was not able to spend that money on roads so it
repackaged the program and transferred the money
to the 1994-95 financial year. It is now hailing this
supposed increase in capital works funding as a
major achievement. It is a disgrace!
Mr A. F. Plowman interjected.
Mr BATCHELOR - The honourable member for
Benambra is defending the deferral of this
expenditure. I am sure that many roads in the
honourable member's electorate could have
benefited from road programs. The government was
incapable of spending its road program allocation
for this financial year so road programs that should
have been completed will be deferred until the next
financial year. Projects to improve road conditions
where people have been killed have been put off
until the next financial year! For almost 12 months
communities in rural Victoria and metropolitan
Melbourne will have to put up with poor road
conditions because of the incompetence of the
government and the maladministration of the
transport portfolio. If the money had been spent
when it was intended, the capital works program for
1994-95 would have been $558.3 million compared
with the 1993-94 allocation of $616.4 million.
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presented the budget he said a number of
accounting or presentation format changes would be
implemented. That has happened in many
departments. The changes did not occur in the last
transport budget; they occurred in the autumn
economic statement. Clearly the government
deferred the decision to implement the accounting
and presentation changes until the economic
statement, rather than the previous budget. From
the beginning, the government knew it was having
trouble meeting its commitments and making the
expenditure. It needed a device to try to hide what
was going on from Parliament and the community.
A further examina tion of the transport section of the
economic statement reveals that, of the total amount
deferred - that is, funds that were not spent, even
though they had been promised and
committed - Treasury was not referring only to
roads funding. In addition to the money not spent
on roads other moneys due to be spent this year
remained unspent and were transferred to the
following year. And the government again tries to
claim it is increasing expenditure. Therefore, in
addition to the $93 million not spent on roads
another $8 million was the transport component of
the Better Cities program. Capital expenditure of
$10 million was deferred by the Public Transport
Corporation and $34 million worth of ports capital
expenditure was deferred. The real tragedy particularly the deferral of $8 million worth of
capital expenditure on the Better Cities program is that the program was an initiative of the federal
government that was designed to improve the
quality of life for urban Australians. It was designed
to increase expenditure on public infrastructure
while increasing employment opportunities. The
negligence of the coalition in administering the
program is an ongoing indictment of its ability to
care for people in the community.

If the capital expenditure had been spent as planned,
those extra roads would already be in existence. If
the funds had been spent when the commitment was
given to spend them, a decline of $57.1 million in
capital works expenditure would have occurred
between 1993-94 and 1994-95. That, in effect, would
have amounted to a drop of 9.3 per cent. Because of
the government's administrative incompetence and
bungling and because of the need to defer
expenditure of this important social infrastructure
through to the year 1994-95, the opposition argues
that the real impact of the capital work's budget for
roads is, in effect, a drop of nearly 10 per cent. It is
not the increase of almost 25 per cent that the
government attempts to portray.

The government decided to limit the extension of the
Bundoora tramline in the northern suburbs, a
decision targeted deliberately at the people in the
northern suburbs so that the government could
reallocate the funds to the city tram loop. The
community will be even angrier when it realises that
not only was the money taken from northern
suburbs residents, but all Victorians have suffered
because the government has not spent the correct
amount of money this financial year. It is an
absolutely disgrace!

The government stands condemned for attempting
to hide the facts in the new, complicated structural
format of the transport budget. When the Treasurer

I refer to the new capital works projects for 1993-94
and 1994-95. The relevant expenditure on new
capital works in the transport portfolio is separated
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into two categories: roads and public transport.
Roads has the huge allocation of $559.55 million.
Although that was the amount announced, in actual
fact only $42 million is to be spent in 1994-95. Of the
total announced allocation of $560 million, the
largest single initiative relates to the Goulburn
Valley Highway, which has an allocation of
$214 million. That allocation has been made because
the Goulburn Valley Highway has been declared a
national highway and will be federally funded. It is
interesting to repeat those figures: a staggering
allocation of more than $0.5 billion was announced.
The goverrunent attempted to gain large amounts of
political credit from that announcement. The biggest
single component of that allocation was the federally
funded national highways network, which
represents part of the highway connection between
Melbourne and Brisbane - the Goulbum Valley
Highway. It is also interesting to note that, of the
$1.14 billion in new works programs, $476 million is
actually funded by the commonwealth. Victorians
have witnessed yet another public relations exercise
in the form of this autumn economic statement,
particularly in respect of transport.
When one examines it closely, one finds that the
autumn economic statement is all froth and bubble,
with little substance. Much of its funding comes
from the federal goverrunent. Why does the federal
government allow the state government to take the
credit for so much of the capital it provides to
Victoria?
Some $51 million is to be spent on new works by the
Public Transport Corporation, of which $23 million
is to be spent next year. ApprOximately $16 million
of those total new works relates to the introduction
of driver-only trams. The other initiative is the
standardisation of the western rail line, which will
cost $20 million. The same trick is being attempted:
although an announcement is made about huge
transport allocations, in reality only a small portion
of those allocations will actually be spent next
financial year.
It is interesting to note the comparison between new

roads capital works for 1993-94 of $386 million and
Public Transport Corporation capital works of
$144 million, which includes an amount for the new
automatic-ticketing system. The new
automatic-ticketing system is worth examining in its
own right. I understand it is part of the deferred
component of capital works expenditure in the PIC
that was transferred from 1993-94. The amount
involved is $10 million, and I suspect a substantial
part of that was deferred until 1994-95 because the
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implementation of the automatic-ticketing system
was months behind schedule.
Earlier we heard that the automatic fare collection
system would be phased in from the beginning of
this year. The PTC told its administrative staff to
prepare for the introduction of this new ticketing
system in February or March. Now it is unlikely to
be introduced until September. Therefore, the need
has arisen to defer capital expenditure because the
government has got it wrong.
The government has encountered all sorts of
problems in the introduction of the system. The PTC
found that when the new electronic, computerised
machines were installed on the trams, the movement
along the old tracks combined with vibrations and
interruptions to the power supply - a design
feature of the trams when passing insulation points
along the overhead electrical cormections - meant
the automatic ticketing machines could not function,
thereby causing a Significant delay in the installation
of the equipment.
Matters that were an intrinsic part of the system
were not taken into account - that meant a large
amount of the capital expenditure destined for this
financial year has been deferred to the following
year. The government then has the audacity to
trumpet loudly that it is increasing capital
expenditure. Nothing could be further from the
truth.
The current outlays for 1993 and beyond should be
examined in the autumn economic statement read to
the house last week by the Treasurer. The PTC has
experienced months of job shedding. Thousands of
people have left the employ of the PTC, having been
forced out by deliberate government decisions. That
process obviously will continue through into the
next financial year.
The economic statement proudly announces that the
government intends to get rid of another 3500
people from the public service, the majority of
whom, it identifies, will come from the PTe.
Honourable members should speak to regular users
of public transport. They will be told that the system
is on its knees. It is being systematically destroyed
by the government. The public will say that
problems that arise within the public transport
system can be related back to the so-called reform
package. They will be staggered to learn that the
government will continue this systematic and
deliberate removal of people who provide the
service. The people at the so-called coalface - that
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is, those who provide the service and security to the
public transport system - are being removed. The
general public at large will be staggered to learn that
many of the remaining public transport employees
will be squeezed out.

In 1994-95, $400 million has been alloca ted to the
voluntary departure program. Most of the
employees who will depart will be from the public
transport area. Other initiatives will affect the
current account outlays in the public transport
sector, particularly policies relating to
superannuation and capital charges.
Superannuation is to be included in departmental
outlays but the departments will be refunded for
any increase in liability. According to Treasury
estimates, the following superannuation amounts
will be allocated to the Department of Transport in
1994-95: for the ministry and the ports area of the
department, $1.47 million; for the PTC, $36.4 million;
and for roads, $17.3 million.
The other impact on the current account outlays will
be in the area of capital charges. The government

has said capital charges will be imposed on new
capital works from 1994-95 so that many of the
announcements made will have an impost of a
capital charge, therefore affecting the capability of
the service to be prOVided. It will apply particularly
to the standardisation of the western wheat rail
lines. It will make it more expensive for that
business unit within the PTC to provide an
economic return and will create great difficulties for
the corporation to deal with this budget initiative.
In the remaining time before the debate adjourns
tonight, I shall refer to another area of transport that
has a huge and ongoing impact on Victorians. I
direct to the attention of the house the case of a
constituent of mine who gained much media
attention today about a difficult experience he was
forced to encounter when he could not get
ambulance services; neither could his family obtain
any satisfactory non-emergency medical transport.

I have been contacted by the Capanna family of
Lalor, who have an horrific story to tell. Earlier this
year Mr Frank Capanna, who is nearly 70 years of
age, had an unfortunate health condition which
required him to have triple bypass surgery.
Following that serious condition he was unfortunate
enough to be required to have one of his legs
amputated; shortly thereafter the second leg was
amputated. This gentleman was already suffering
from dementia, and a triple bypass operation
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followed by a double amputation had a huge impact
on him and his family.
I notice honourable members on the government
side making a joke about the difficulties this
gentleman found himself in. I assure the house there
is nothing funny about the circumstances of
Mr Capanna's health. There is nothing funny about
the shabby way in which he was neglected and left
abandoned by this government, yet we see and hear
the rabble on the other side trying to defend the
deplorable state in which this man was left.
The SPEAKER - Order! The time appointed
under sessional orders for me to interrupt the
business of the house has now arrived.
Sitting continued on motion of Mr MACLELLAN
(Minister for Planning).
Mr COOPER (Mornington) - On a point of
order, Mr Speaker, firstly, the honourable member
for Thomastown referred to government members
as rabble and, secondly, accused them of laughing
and making a joke of the matter he is relating to the
house. The second claim is deliberately false.
Mr Batchelor interjected.
Mr COOPER - Why don't you listen, you little
man. I take it as a deliberate affront. I object to his
calling government members rabble, and I ask for
that remark to be withdrawn.
The SPEAKER - Order! It is clear from
precedents of former Speakers that an expression
used against a party is not the same as an expression
used against an individual. There is no point of
order.
Mr BA TCHELOR (fhomastown) - On a recent
occasion Mr Capanna had to be taken from the
nursing home where he is convalescing to his
surgeon to have stitches removed from the stump of
his leg. At 10.00 a.m. on the day in question the
nursing home contacted the ambulance and
requested assistance. The ambulance service was
unable to commit itself; there were insufficient
services available because of government cutbacks.
The nursing home decided to try to get
non-emergency medical transport.
The request for service commenced at 10.00 a.m. and
the transport arrived finally at 2.45 p.m.
Mr Capanna, having missed his appointment, had to
be taken finally from the nursing home in Preston to
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a medical suite opposite the Austin Hospital for the
short procedure. Upon completion of the surgery
staff assisted Mr Capanna to obtain medical
transport to take him back to the nursing home.
Mr Capanna, a man who is convalescing from triple

bypass surgery and a double amputation, was not
able to obtain medical transportation. At 7.00 p.m. a
daughter in desperation gave up waiting and
wondering where her father was. She arrived at the
medical suite in a small family sedan to provide
personal transport beca use the medical transport
had not arrived.
The SPEAKER - Order! The honourable
member's time has expired.
Debate adjourned on motion of Mr MACLELLAN
(Minister for Planning).
Debate adjourned until next day.

ADJOURNMENT
Mr GUDE (Minister for Industry and
Employment) - I move:
That the house do now adjourn.

Sheriff's Office
Or COGHILL (Werribee) - I raise for the
attention of the Attorney-General the administration
of the Sheriff's Office. This week Mr Keith
McQualter of 14 Cormorant Crescent, Werribee,
received from the Sheriff's Office a warrant for an
outstanding speeding fine that resulted from the
detection of a vehicle exceeding the speed limit on
26 November 1992. The warrant was addressed to
Mr McQualter of 21 Marcus Avenue, West
Footscray. When Mr McQualter left that address in
October 1992 he notified the Road Traffic AuthOrity
and his former landlord of his new address and took
the step of arranging with the local post office the
redirection of his correspondence. Mr McQualter did
not receive any advice about the matter until the
warrant arrived at his current address this week.
This is not the first time I have heard of the Sheriff's
Office failing to determine the current address of a
person who is the subject of a warrant. I should like
the Attorney-General to examine the matter and,
more particularly, deal with the underlying problem
of the administration and management of the office.
It has been my experience that individual officers
attempt to assist wherever they can and are
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generally reasonable and cooperative. Clearly the
management of the Sheriff's Office does not require
that the current address of a person be properly
determined before a warrant is issued. I ask that in
all such cases the office take the proper steps to
determine the current address relevant to the
warrant being executed.

Lakes Entrance police station
Mr TREASURE (Gippsland East) - I direct to
the attention of the Minister for Police and
Emergency Services the police station in Lakes
Entrance. It is the second largest town in Gippsland
East and is growing rapidly. Over the years it has
become a popular tourist destination and is home to
the state's - if not the nation's -largest fishing
fleet. The police station was constructed in 1966 and
in its early days it housed about four officers. As the
town has grown the number of officers has increased
and now 11 permanent officers are stationed there.
At busy times such as holidays 16 police officers are
on duty 24 hours a day.
The only alterations to have been made to the police
station in that time are some modest internal
changes; no external buildings have been added
since construction. There is ample room on the block
for a new building to be constructed in front of the
existing one without disrupting police activity in
any way. The site is ideal. It is on the corner of
Myer Street, close to the esplanade and the main
shopping centre.
The local community expected the Labor
government to do nothing about capital works in
Lakes Entrance, and that was what happened. The
police station has been neglected and the officers
operate in what could be referred to as a dogbox
because it is too small for the efficient operation of
the officers. I ask the Minister for Police and
Emergency Services to look into the needs of the
Lakes Entrance community and their police station.
People can walk through the muster and interview
room while police are interviewing people. The
telephone facilities lack privacy and it is difficult to
take calls without people at the front desk
overhearing. When drugs or like products are
seized, there is no adequate place to keep them.
The cells are deteriorating. There are anchor points
in all the cells and the exercise yard, which is part of
the cells, are corroding badly from the salt air. That
gives a picture of the state of the cells.
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The SPEAKER - Order! The honourable
member's time has expired.

Sydenham bus service
~.~r CL Nl\..i ... \.., . _,-,.,,. ~1\.leHon) - I Olrect to the
attention of the Minister for Public Transport the
possibility of extending a bus service from
Keilor-Taylors lakes to Sydenham and the Melton
shire boundaries so that a basic service is provided
for the residents of Sydenham and Melton East. The
distance of the trip would be only 5 kilometres, or a
lO-kilometre round trip. Such a service would
benefit families with only one car, yOWlg mothers,
children, students and the elderly, who desperately
need access to public transport.

I raised this matter with the Minister for Public
Transport in November 1992 and he said he
accepted that Melton is a growth area. That has been
further acknowledged by the government's
annOWlcement of the construction of a new
Sydenham primary school to be opened for the 1996
school year. A bus service could be part of the
infrastructure of the new school and a recognition of
the massive growth in the area.

In his reply in 1992 the Minister for Public Transport
also said:

It is the government's policy to tender out the entire
Metropolitan Transit Authority bus fleet to private
enterprise, and that procedure will be undertaken next
year. That will result in Significant savings to the
taxpayer on the cost of providing bus services in the
metropolitan area. The government proposes to use
some of those savings to expand bus services on the
basis of merit.

Mr A. F. PLOWMAN (Benambra) - On a point
of order, Mr Speaker, if the honourable member is
referring to a document, he should table it.
The SPEAKER - Order! I understand the
honourable member is referring to notes.
Mr CUNNING HAM (Melton) - The document I
am referring to is available to the house - it details
the comments of the minister. The minister also said
in his reply in 1992 that it was the government's
intention to address the transport problem that
clearly exists in the area. He went on to say that the
service would be provided when the government
was able to do so.
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It would be appreciated if the service could be
considered even on a trial basis so as to gauge the
people's support. They live in hope; but as we know,
hope is a good breakfast but a bad supper.
Nevertheless, the community hopes the minister can
help in some way.

Frankston brothel permit
Mr WEIDEMAN (Franks ton) - I raise a matter
for the attention of the Attorney-General and
possibly the Minister for Planning. On 10 October
1992, some seven days after the election of the
government, whose policy is to allow local
communities to make decisions regarding planning
permits for brothels, the Frankston council received
an application from Peter Neve of 7 Heversham
Drive, Seaford. It appears that between 10 October
1992 and 9 November 1992 there was a great deal of
haste in making a decision on the permit. A motion
was proposed by several councillors, but it was
defeated by seven votes to five. Three members who
voted for the motion were labor cOWlcillors.
The Administrative Appeals Tribunal considered
the matter on 23 February. On 15 March 1993 the
minister said a moratorium would be imposed on all
applications for permits for brothels. Any builder or
developer would be amazed at the speed with
which the decision was made. It seems suspiciOUS to
me. I have received almost 100 letters on this issue,
as has the honourable member for Frankston East,
and it worries me that our political opponents are
suggesting that the government has been lax in this
area.
The Attorney-General should have the committee
examine this situation because I understand a
number of permits were not approved. I suggest to
the people of Frankston that they are being duped
on this issue. It would seem that the council knew
that even if someone opposed it the permit would be
approved on the basis that one cannot use moral
grounds to oppose permits for the development of a
brothel in a light industry area, but it t<x>k more than
a year for the brothel to open.
It caused enormous problems in my community,
and I ask the minister and the government to reflect
on our policy at the time and re-examine the issue. I
have been in public life a long time and this one
really smells.
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Industrial safety audits
Mr HAMILTON (Morwell) - I raise for the
attention of the Minister for Industry Services a
matter concerning a Mr Michael McInnes, who is a
constituent of mine. The matter is also one to which
the Minister for Industry and Employment could
apply his considerable flair.
Mr McInnes, who lives at Boolarra, rang me recently
to inquire about how he may obtain some contacts to
establish a private consultancy business to carry out
safety audits in industrial plants. The concept, or his
vision, as he calls it, is to be able to go to a plant and
use his considerable skills and experience to
discover what occupational hazards exist, examine
ways of overcoming them and provide the company
with a number of options for solutions.
The concept appears to be worth while. If we can
encourage industry to provide safer workplaces by
haVing someone from outside inspect plants and
conduct audits with a fresh view of the problems,
and perhaps remove hazards not recognised by
people without skills and experience, it would be a
good thing.
He has had some experience in carrying out similar
operations in major industrial plants in our part of
the world through his former employer, Australian
Paper Manufacturers at Maryvale -one of our
excellent local industries that is doing a great job.
He is at a loss to know where to seek assistance on
whether there is an avenue for the business so he can
sell himself to not only the larger companies around
the place, but also medium-sized plants. He is
seeking advice on how he may become involved in
what is an extremely important part of industry worker safety. It is too late once something has gone
wrong and an inspector arrives and fines a company
for having an unsafe workplace. If that situation
could be prevented everyone would benefit. The
concept is excellent, and I ask the minister to give it
some thought to see whether there are avenues
through which the service may be promoted and
facilitated.

Templestowe Road, Lower Templestowe
Mr PERRIN (Bulleen) - I ask the Minister for
Industry and Employment to direct to the attention
of the Minister for Roads and Ports in another place
the section of Templestowe Road, Lower
Templestowe, between Gordons Road and Airds
Road.
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A couple of weeks ago a serious accident happened
at this location - two young people were killed in a
two-car collision. One was 19 years old and the other
was 17 years old. Templestowe Road is a declared
VicRoads road. A series of accidents has occurred at
that location since before Christmas. As a result of
the previous accidents VicRoads, in conjunction
with the City of Doncaster and Templestowe,
undertook a number of works it hoped would
reduce the tendency for accidents to happen on that
bend of Templestowe Road. At some cost the roads
were resurfaced and new guardrails were put up to
protect the local residents.The light poles that were
knocked down in previous accidents were restored
and a number of other works were undertaken.
I have been contacted by one of my constituents
whose son was involved in one of those accidents.
Fortunately he was not seriously injured, but
obviously the local community is concerned about
that section of Templestowe Road, which is near my
home. On a number of occasions power poles have
been knocked down as a result of accidents, causing
blackouts.
I seek from the minister a realignment of the serious
bend in the road. Although a lot of work has been
completed on the road surface, the bend needs to be
realigned to alleviate some of the problems. Clearly
the previous works have not been effective, and one
of my constituents received a letter from VicRoads
indicating that if the present works were not
effective funds would be provided from the budget
next year for the realignment of the road. I seek from
the Minister for Roads and Ports an adherence to the
previous undertaking.

N orthland Secondary College
Ms KIRNER (Williamstown) - I raise a matter
for the attention of the Minister for Education and in
his absence through the minister at the table,
although I hope the Minister for Education will
appear in the house.
One of the definitions of racism is that the race with
the decision-making power makes decisions for and
on behalf of other races that disadvantage the other
races. That has been the theme in the
decision-making of this government on the issue of
Northland Secondary College. There have been three
examples: firstly, when the school was arbitrarily
closed despite the fact that the royal commission
into Aboriginal deaths in custody said it was one of
the best mainstream schools for Aborigines in

ADJOURNMENT
ASSEMBLY

1642

Thursday. 5 May 1994

Australia and that it was a lighthouse school. The
excuse given for its closure was lack of maintenance.

Ullydale, Upper Yarra and Healesville, so it covers a
large area.

When the Aboriginal community negotiated with
the Minister for Education saying that the
government should be able to part with funds for
maintenance, somebody at the top in the
government overrode the decision of the Aboriginal
community because that person knew best! The
Aboriginal community took the government to the
Equal Opportunity Board and used its scarce
resources to take on all the government QCs. The
Equal Opportunity Board decided that the school
should remain open and so instructed the
government, but the government knew better than
the Aboriginal community and took the matter to
the Supreme Court. The case has been adjourned
and will be heard again on 1 June.

Unfortunately funding for the unit has been nil. It is
typical of the fonner government, which looked
after the west and forgot the rest! These
municipalities have a large ageing population but do
not have facilities where palliative care can be
successfully introduced because no funding has
been provided.

That is bad enough, but the worst thing is the
outcome for Aboriginal children. There are
50 Aboriginal children no longer attending school in
this state because Northland Secondary College has
been closed.
Mr Kennett interjected.
Ms KIRNER - Because they choose not to, the
Premier says! It is because you have stopped them
from going to school.

Honourable members interjecting.
Ms KIRNER - The one person standing as a
bridge between them and an education is Dedrie
Bux, who is the teacher aide. She has been told that
she is not going to receive funding. Her pay has
been stopped on the instruction of Reg Macey, a
former Uberal member of Parliament who works in
the minister's office.
It is a disgrace. I ask the Minister for Education to

overrule that racist decision and return this woman,
who stands between those kids and destruction, to
her rightful job.

Knox palliative care unit
Mr LUPTON (Knox) - I direct a matter to the
attention of the Minister for Aged Care in another
place, through the Minister for Industry and
Employment. I refer particularly to the minister's
visit last Saturday to the outer east palliative care
unit in the city of Knox. The unit caters for people in
the municipalities of Knox, Sherbrooke, Croydon,

During the minister's visit last weekend he
expressed his concern about that and his
appreciation of the fact that the community had seen
fit to become involved in starting a palliative care
unit. That was achieved as a result of continual
pressure from the honourable member for
Bayswater and me over a considerable period. It is
important that we continue to pursue funding for
palliative care because we can no longer afford to
have people sitting in hospital beds when they
would choose to stay in their own homes and
receive suitable care when they are tenninalIy ill.
Not all people who require palliative care are
elderly, but there is a definite need in the outer east
for those people to be cared for. I ask that the
minister examine the situation with a view to
finding a way of prOViding funds to help the outer
east palliative care unit get off the ground and
become a viable, successful operation. There is a
genuine need for the unit and it is to be regretted
that nothing has been done in the past to provide
funding for this service in the outer east.

Dandenong waste oil project
Mr PANDAZOPOULOS (Dandenong) - I direct
to the attention of the Minister for Energy and
Minerals his reply in the adjournment debate on
Tuesday night when he offered excuses to the
honourable member for Gippsland South as to why
the Toora wind farm would not proceed, but I shall
not focus on that. At that time the minister
mentioned a number of cogeneration projects, which
he is supporting and which he said would produce
177 megawatts of electriCity. He stated:
Through the waste oil project at Dandenong a total of
11 hydro plants have come on stream '"

It is of great concern to the people of Dandenong
that the minister is supporting a project which has
not even gone through the proper planning process,
which has been rejected by the City of
Dandenong - i t may go to the Administrative
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Appeals Tribunal-and which is questionable in
terms of its environmental performance and impact
on the area.
The house may recall the front page story of the
Sunday Herald Sun about pollution and the industry
in the area. Since the mid-1980s the people of
Dandenong have worked extremely hard with local
councils, local politicians, environmental groups,
community groups and local industry to improve
the outlook for Dandenong so that industry can
improve its image, environmental performance and
consultation with the community. However, this
project, which is intended for Dandenong, could
harm the image that the community has tried so
hard to build.
The Premier, the Minister for Industry and
Employment and the Minister for Small Business
have supported local business, which is good. But I
am worried by the support of the Minister for
Energy and Minerals for a project that gives rise to
grave environmental concerns.
The house should not forget that a few weeks ago
Melbourne had a major pollution problem. Under
the cogeneration project Dandenong Power Pty Ltd
will use 18 million litres of used oil from Shell. The
Environment Protection Authority has said that
most of Melbourne's air pollution comes from used
oil. The use of a large quantity of waste oil, which is
to be transported from Shell to Dandenong Power,
will result in more pollution in Dandenong. I ask the
minister to seriously reconsider his support for the
project. My area needs industry development and
jobs; but clean industries, not polluters, are wanted.
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These fwlding cuts have affected neighbourhood
houses in growth areas, despite increasing numbers
of people coming through their doors wanting to
participate in programs. Neighbourhood house
representatives have had to get together and
approach the local council, asking for extra funding
of $85 000. That is the amount they say they need.
The executive officer of the Narre Warren
neighbourhood house, Mrs Vrieze, said she believed
two or three neighbourhood houses within the City
of Berwick could be lost. The situation is serious.
Mr Madellan interjected.
Ms GARBUlT - The minister suggests that
Berwick has money to bum. Perhaps the minister
should tell the City of Berwick what he thinks. It is
obvious from the minister's comments that the plan
is to make neighbourhood houses go to the council
and ask it to make up for the government's funding
cuts. The alternative is that the neighbourhood
houses will close.
The government's funding cuts have left the houses
struggling to survive. It would be false economy to
allow them to close. The important community
networks provided by these houses are being
crippled by fwlding cuts. Figures show that
volunteer work at the centres amounts to more than
57000 hours a year, which is equivalent to a saving
of more than half a million dollars each year. Despite
tha t the neighbourhood houses are being subjected
to savage funding cuts, forcing them to go to the
local council for assistance. It is obvious that that is
what the local member expects them to do.

Youth suicides in western suburbs
Berwick neighbourhood houses
Ms GARBUlT (Bundoora) - I ask the Minister
for Industry and Employment to direct to the
attention of the Minister for Community Services my
concerns regarding a group of neighbourhood
houses in the Berwick municipality on which
funding cuts have been imposed by the state
government.
Funding cuts have been made to the Narre Warren
child-care program. I was told by the Doveton
coordinator that coordination time at that
neighbourhood house had been cut from 14 to
8 hours. Funding from the Adult, Community and
Further Education Board for the Endeavour Hills
neighbourhood house has also been cut.

Mr SEITZ (Keilor) - I direct to the attention of
the Minister for Community Services a matter of
grave concern to me and to my community in the
western suburbs. Earlier I noted an interjection
suggesting that the Labor government spent all its
money in the western suburbs. Obviously it did not
spend enough, given the Liberal Party's 27 years of
neglect of the region!
I am concerned about youth suicides. The
unemployment situation places pressure on young
people in particular. In the western suburbs there
has been an alarming increase in the suicide rate
among young men. That is a shocking indictment of
oll! society. I ask the minister to consider the
possibility of initiating a program to assist young
men. They do not know which way to go. They are
seeking jobs, security and standing in society, but
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the unemployment situation adds to the pressures
they feel in trying to sort themselves out.
Perhaps the government could set up a program
similar to that offered by neighbourhood houses.
Although neighbourhood houses cater for women in
the main, a program encouraging men to participate
in courses to develop self-esteem would be
beneficial.

Responses
Mr BROWN (Minister for Public Transport) - It
is appropriate that I have been given the call first
tonight on this extremely important occasion for me
and some of my colleagues.
The SPEAKER - Order! I advise the minister not
to push his luck!
Mr BROWN - Thank you, Mr Speaker. I have
been pushing it for 15 years, but I will refrain from
pushing it any further.
An honourable member interjected.

Mr BROWN - The honourable member for
Melton referred to improvements to bus services. It
is only fair to reiterate that until 18 months ago the
Labor Party had been in power for 10 years.
Throughout that time it did not make many of the
changes now being requested. Notwithstanding
that, I acknowledge that the honourable member for
Melton is one of the better members of the Labor
Party and represents his constituency rather well.
He attends Anzac Day lunches and is generally well
respected in the local area.
In addition to making many other reforms to
transport, this government has made major changes
to the way buses are run in Melbourne. The
privatisation of services has provided the
community with better services at a much reduced
cost.

I undertake fully to investigate the issues put
forward by the honourable member. The
government is prepared to make changes to bus
services that are cost neutral and provide better
services to the local community. I cannot answer
tOnight whether the changes the honourable
member for Melton mentioned fit into that category.
However, I acknowledge his interest in obtaining
better services.
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For the past 10 years services could have been
improved but they were not. I undertake to have
officers of the Department of Transport investigate
the honourable member's request to determine
whether the government can improve the services in
the near future rather than the long term.
Mr PESCOTI (Minister for Industry Services)The honourable member for Morwell referred to
safety audits and the possibility of people in his
district and elsewhere in Victoria conducting those
audits. As I understand it, the honourable member is
talking about the possibility of people running their
own small businesses in order to run those audits.
I inform the honourable member that a number of
companies already run such businesses, mainly for
some of the larger firms. I understand that the
constituent who raised this matter previously
worked with a large firm, Australian Paper
Manufacturers, at Maryvale. One finds that the
larger firms are prepared to employ people outside
the government's inspection service so that they can
satisfy themselves that the standard of occupational
health and safety is high without having
government inspectors come to do it.
I will provide a contact point to the honourable
member to pass on to his constituent, and I will ask
the Minister for Small Business to provide the
honourable member for Morwell with some advice
for his constituent on how to establish a small
business in that area.
Mr McNAMARA (Minister for Police and
Emergency Services) - The honourable member for
Gippsland East referred to the Lakes Entrance police
station. Some weeks ago I had the opportunity of
inspecting that police station. I visited Lakes
Entrance to announce that it would hold the world
championships in kite flying, an event that will
attract more than 10 000 people from all over the
world. It is an important event in the tourism
calendar and demonstrates that major events are
occurring not only in Melbourne but throughout
Victoria.

Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER - Order! The Chair is calling for
some decorum. I ask that the minister be heard in
silence.
Mr McNAMARA - While I was in Lakes
Entrance the honourable member for Gippsland East
arranged for me to inspect the local ?olice station. It
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is in need of upgrading and unfortunately, after 10
years of neglect by the former Labor administration,
had been placed on the bottom of the list.
The Labor government never got off the tram tracks,
but this government has a broader vision for the
state. It is interested in all Victoria and is ensuring
that the prosperity is shared by all.

Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER - Order! The level of interjection
is far too high. I know it is late in the evening, but
the forms of the house must be observed.
Mr McNAMARA - The issues raised by the
honourable member for Gippsland East are
important. I shall ensure they are properly
addressed. The work done by Senior Sergeant
Adrian Lalor, who is in charge of the station, and his
team of officers is excellent. It exemplifies the type of
community policing we have grown to expect.
Many aspects of the station need refurbishment,
including its size. I shall ensure the matter is
brought to the attention of the police department.
Mr HAYWARD (Minister for Education) - The
honourable member for Williamstown referred to
Ms Dedrie Bux. I am extremely grateful that the
issue has been raised because it gives me the
opportunity of informing the honourable member
and the house of the facts. Ms Bux is an employee of
the Directorate of School Education, but for some
time she has been involved in the conduct of
programs not authorised by the directorate while
still remaining an employee. Although the programs
were not authorised the Director of School
Education has received legal advice that the
directorate nonetheless could be subject to legal
liability because one of its employees, namely
Ms Bux, is involved in them.
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college from 18 April 1994. Banksia Secondary
College was specifically chosen by the Director of
School Education because it is intended that the
college will play a Significant role in the
government's program to improve educational
opportunities for Koori students. The government
intends to make those programs the best in
Australia. Victoria intends to become the leader in
Australia in providing educational opportunities for
Koori students, as I told the meeting of education
ministers last week. The Directorate of School
Education has a formal partnership agreement with
the Victorian Aboriginal Education Association Inc.
(V AEAI). The directorate consulted VAEAI on the
transfer of Ms Bux, and the associa tion expressed no
concern. Ms Bux has refused to comply with the
direction of the director.
Mr HAERMEYER (Yan Yean) - On a point of
order, Mr Speaker, it is clear that the minister is
reading from a document. I ask you to ask him to
table the document he is reading from.
The SPEAKER - Order! It is common practice
for ministers to use aides-memoires. Is the minister
quoting from a public document or is he using it as
an aid to memory?
Mr HAYWARD (Minister for Education) - I
should like the agreement of the opposition to have
the whole document incorporated in Hansard.

Leave granted; document as follows:
COMMENT BY IAN SMITH, PRESS SECRETARY
TO THE MINISTER FOR EDUCATION
Ms DEDRIE BUX
5 MAY 1994
Ms Dedrie Bux is an employee of the Directorate of
School Education.

Ms Kimer interjected.
Mr HAYWARD - The honourable member for
Williamstown may not want to hear the facts. The
directorate was concerned that it could not
guarantee the safety of children at the pavilion
provided by the Northcote council. For example, if
any child attending the program suffered an injury,
the directorate could be liable for the actions of
Ms Bux, even though it was not authorised. As a
consequence, on 6 April the Director of School
Education, Mr Geoff Spring, wrote to Ms Bux
requesting that she commence duties at Banksia

For well over a year, she has been involved in the
conduct of programs that have not been authorised by
the Directorate of School Education while remaining a
paid employee of the directorate.
While these programs have not been authorised by the
Directorate of School Education, the directorate has
received legal advice that it could nonetheless be
subject to legal liability because one of its employees,
namely Ms Bux, was involved in these programs. The
directorate was concerned that it could not guarantee
the safety of children at the pavilion provided by the
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Northcote council. For example, if any child attending
the program suffered an injury, the directorate could be
liable for the actions of Ms Bux.
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The SPEAKER - Order! The honourable
member for Williamstown is out of order.

Honourable members interjecting.
Consequently, on 6 April 1994, the Director of School
Education, Mr Geoff Spring, wrote to Ms Bux
requesting that she commence duties at Banksia college
from 18 April 1994.
Banksia Secondary College was specifically chosen by
the Director of School Education because it is intended
that this college will play a significant role in the
government's program to improve educational
opportunities for Koori students.
The Directorate of School Education has a formal
partnership agreement with the Victorian Aboriginal
Education Association Inc. (VAEAI). The directorate
consulted with V AEA! on the transfer of Ms Bux and
VAEAI expressed no concern.
Ms Bux has refused to comply with the direction of the
director. Consequently, her pay has been suspended by
the directorate. Mr Lawrie Anderson of the north-west
metropolitan region of the directorate communicated
this to Ms Bux. He informed Ms Bux that he was acting
on behalf of the Director of School Education.
Mr Reg Macey is an employee of the Directorate of
School Education. He became a member of staff of the
directorate in August 1992, prior to the change of
government. He has never been and is not presently a
member of staff of the Minister for Education.
Mr Macey has worked on a number of community
projects for the directorate, including strategies to
improve the provision of educational opportunities for
Koori students. He did not prepare or convey any
instruction to Ms Bux.

Mr HAYWARD - Ms Bux has refused to comply
with the direction of the director. Consequently her
pay has been suspended by the directorate. The
honourable member for Williamstown saw fit to
mention Mr Reg Macey. Mr Reg Macey is an
employee of the Directorate of School Education. He
became a member of the staff of the Department of
Education in August 1992 while the honourable
member for Williamstown was still the Premier. He
has never been and is not currently a member of my
staff. He did not prepare or convey any instructions
to Ms Bux.
Honourable members interjecting.
Ms Kimer - What happens to the kids in the
school?

Ms Kirner - They do not go to tha t school.
Mr Kennett - They do not go to any school.
The SPEAKER - Order! I remind both sides of
the house of standing order no. 43.
Mrs WADE (Attorney-General) - Two matters
were directed to my attention. The first was raised
by the honourable member for Werribee and
concerned the administration of the Sheriff's Office.
Although I was not actually in the chamber at the
time, I was listening to proceedings on the speaker.
As I understand it the honourable member for
Werribee referred to a constituent of his who is
alleged to have been speeding on 26 November
1992. The first the constituent heard of the allegation
was when a warrant of arrest was issued. His
constituent did not receive the earlier notices he
should have received. At the time of the offence the
constituent was living in Footscray.

Perhaps the constituent had left Footscray before the
offence occurred and had subsequently
re-established himself in the Werribee electorate.
I receive quite a number of complaints about
warrants of arrest being issued where people say
they have not been aware that they have been found
to have committed various traffic offences. People
who are issued with warrants of arrest fall into three
different categories. A number of people deliberately
avoid paying any penalty as a result of parking or
speeding offences. They arrange their affairs so it is
difficult for the Sheriff's Office to catch up with them.

A second group, not in that category, tend to move
from one address to another; they are not caught up
with until they subsequently apply for new driving
licences or register their cars, at which time they
register their new addresses. Then they are
confronted with warrants for their arrest.
The third group of people take all the appropriate
action and register new addresses, which are
somehow not picked up by the relevant road traffic
authority or Sheriff's Office. If the honourable
member for Werribee provides me with the
appropriate information about his constituent I will
pass that on to the people responsible for the
collection of fines to see which of those categories his
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constituent falls into. It may well be, if he falls into
the third category, that we can sort something out.
The honourable member for Frankston raised with
me the problem about a brothel established in his
electorate. The subject of brothels has been a matter
of great concern to the coalition government, which
inherited what can only be described as a
completely unsatisfactory situation in regard to the
regula tion of brothels.
In 1986 the previous government moved to
decriminalise brothels in certain circumstances,
which were set out in great detail in legislation
passed by this Parliament. Prostitution in brothels
was decriminalised in circumstances where the
brothel obtained a planning permit; where the
owner went through licensing procedures; and
where certain powers were to be conferred on the
police and health authorities in concert with the first
circumstance.
In what can only be described as an absolute fraud,
the previous government proclaimed only half of the
provisions; it did not proclaim the provisions
requiring owners to go through licensing
requirements, nor the provision that gave police
powers to enter brothels to ensure that under-age
children were not working there, and to ensure that
certain other provisions were complied with.
As soon as the coalition government was elected I
established a working party to examine the whole
question of prostitution and particularly the way in
which the Prostitution Regulation Act was being
administered. That working party was established
immediately after the election in, I think, November
1992.
The working party has had difficult problems to
deal with. It has found that only a small percentage
of the prostitution industry, if you can call it an
ind ustry, is being regula ted and tha t a large part of it
is opera ting in unlicensed brothels and escort
agencies.
The particular problem raised by the honourable
member involves a brothel that applied for a brothel
planning permit in October 1992 - that is,
immediately after the election. The application for a
planning permit appears to have been dealt with in
what can only be described as a very speedy manner
by the Frankston City Council.
A number of other applications that were then in the
planning pipeline went through the normal
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procedure and took some time. When those
applications were considered a Liberal-National
Party govenunent had put into place a moratorium
on brothels until the working party was in a position
to report to the govenunent.
An application for a planning pennit for this
particular brothel was made on 10 October 1992,
immediately after the election and in what can only
be described as a most speedy process it was dealt
with by the Frankston council on 9 November.
Although three ALP members on the council voted
in favour of the pennit, it was refused; but because
the council dealt with it in such a speedy way the
applicant was able to go to the Administrative
Appeals Tribunal sooner than would normally be
anticipated. The matter was dealt with by the
tribunal prior to the moratorium instituted by the
coalition government coming into effect.
The council is now trying to say that the brothel has
been established under procedures introduced by
the coalition government. It is clear that the brothel
was established as a result of what I have previously
described as a fraud on this Parliament by the
former Labor government.
It would also appear that the application was
expedited by the Frankston council in such a way
that the provisions put in place by the government
did not apply to this application. That is in contrast
with a number of other applications that were on
foot at that time which were caught up by the
moratorium and did not go ahead. In some areas,
not only brothels, the undesirable policies of the
former Labor government could not be overturned
by this government within a matter of a few weeks;
it takes somewhat longer to overcome such
undesirable policy decisions.
It is unfortunate that the application was dealt with
so speedily by the Frankston council and did not get
caught up in the moratorium. The Frankston
community should make it clear to the council that it
is not happy with the way the application was dealt
with.

Mr GUDE (Minister for Industry and
Employment) - The honourable member for
Bulleen raised for the attention of the Minister for
Roads and Ports a motor accident in which two
young people were killed in the Templestowe Road
area. The honourable ~mber is recognised in this
place as a person who dues greatly about incidents
and events in his electorate. I shall raise the matter
with the minister. It mayor may not be dealt with in

ADJOURNMENT
1648

ASSEMBLY

the current round, but I assure the honourable
member that the minister will pay particular
attention to this issue and do all he can to facilitate
improvements that are necessary to correct the
situation.
The honourable member for Knox raised for the
attention of the Minister for Aged Care the palliative
care concerns he has in his electorate. The
honourable member is well known for his activities
former as a councillor and for his knowledge of the
area. He was able to identify something that many of
us have felt, but did not understand so graphically:
that there were 10 years of neglect by the former
Labor government and because of selective political
influence funds were allocated in favour of areas
other than the outer eastern suburbs.
I assure the honourable member that the Minister for
Aged Care does not do things on political
judgments; he takes into account the interests of all
Victorians. I am sure the need that has been
identified is real and the minister will respond in an
appropriate way.
The honourable member for Dandenong raised for
the Minister for Energy and Minerals the
cogeneration of electricity, particularly the use of
waste oil products by the Shell company, in the
Dandenong area. I took it from the remarks the
honourable member made that he does not oppose
the project so long as the appropriate environmental
safeguards are in place.
Mr Pandazopoulos interjected.
Mr GUDE - Apparently the honourable member
does oppose the project. I am glad it is clearly on the
record that he opposes job creation in his electorate.
When the matter was raised in this house the other
night the Minister for Energy and Minerals gave a
number of examples, one of which was the Anglesea
power station where electricity is generated by
Alcoa, 'used by the smelter at Point Henry and
served back into the grid. The honourable member is
not sufficiently switched on to understand that
cogeneration is the way of the future and that it
offers real benefits and job opportunities. I feel sorry
for the electorate the honourable member for
Dandenong supposedly represents.
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In contrast to the previous administration, this

government has put a great deal of energy into
developing projects and industries in a range of
areas. As the honourable member pointed out, albeit
begrudgingly, the Premier and I have been to the
area recently. Only this week I went there to open a
factory that has generated more than 100 jobs.
Cogeneration is an enVironmentally sensitive
industry but it has made a commitment to develop
world best practice in environmental controls. I pity
the electorate of Dandenong for having a
representative who is hidebound and bigoted and
has his head in the sand.
The honourable member for Bundoora raised for the
Minister for Community Services the subject of
neighbourhood houses in Berwick. I will raise the
matter with the minister.
The honourable member for Keilor, in his usual
caring and knowledgeable manner, raised for the
Minister for Community Services the problem of
youth suicide. The honourable member has correctly
identified the fact that suicide in young men in
particular is very high and of great concern. The
honourable member seeks support and assistance in
his area and, no doubt as a result of contacts within
his constituency - he is always available to his
constituents - he has his finger on the pulse. I will
raise the matter with the minister and I am sure he
will share the honourable member's concerns.
Mr Haermeyer interjected.
Mr GUDE - The honourable member for Yan
Yean jabbers on across the table and makes light of
an important social issue, unlike his colleague the
honourable member for Keilor, who is very
concerned about the matter. I will make sure the
minister contacts the honourable member for Keilor
and mentions the matter in due course.
Motion agreed to.
House adjourned 11.05 p.m.
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amalgamation with the shires of Mansfield and
Alexandra.
And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

The SPEAKER (Hon. J. E. Delzoppo) took the chair
at 10.05 a.m. and read the prayer.

PETITIONS
The Clerk - I have received the following
petitions for presentation to Parliament:

Maternity care

By Mr HAERMEYER (14 signatures)
Laid on table.

PAPERS
Laid on table by Clerk:
Annual Reporting Act 1983 -

To the Honourable the Speaker and members of the
Legislative Assembly in Parliament assembled:

Notification by the Minister for Finance of
extensions of time granted to Ministers under
section 8 in relation to 1992-93

We, the undersigned citizens of Victoria, petition for
the essential changes, to the maternity care given in
Victorian public hospitals.

Notification by the Minister for Finance of
directions or exemptions from provisions or from
regulations granted to public bodies and details of
extensions of time granted under section 15(1)(b)
in relation to 1992-93

1.

2.

Maternity care be extended to a minimum of 5 days,
to allow lactation to be established, or ensure
mothers are afforded the time and assistance
required to make an informed decision on their
feeding method.
Maternity care after a caesarean section birth, be
extended to a minimum of 7 days.

3.

The mother may apply for an early discharge,
providing home support and domiciliary care are
available locally.

4.

Legislation be implemented immediately that
provides the above changes be maternity-care
policy for all Victorian public hospitals.

And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

By Ms GARBUTI (54 signatures)

Annexation of Kinglake
To the Honourable the Speaker and members of the
Legislative Assembly in Parliament assembled:
The humble petition of the ratepayers of the City of
Whittlesea living in the Kinglake area and the
undersigned citizens of the state of Victoria sheweth
that because the ratepayers are dependent on urban
Melbourne for employment, education and commerce,
in order to preserve the present standards of service to
ratepayers and their access to the offices and amenities
of the municipality, your petitioners therefore pray that
the Parliament oppose the proposed annexation of the
Kinglake area into the Shire of Yea, and its

Notification by the Minister for Finance of
directions that a public body submit an annual
report within a certain period pursuant to
section 15(1)(a) in relation to 1992-93
Statutory Rule under the Racing Act 1958 - S.R. No. 55.

ADJOURNMENT
Mr GUDE (Minister for Industry and
Employment) - I move:
That the House, at its rising, adjourn until Tuesday,
17May.

Motion agreed to.

MELBOURNE EXHIBITION CENTRE
BILL
Introduction and first reading
Mr GUDE (Minister for Industry and
Employment) introduced a bill to establish a
Melbourne Exhibition Control Trust to administer
a Melbourne Exhibition Centre and for other
purposes.
Read first time.

APPROPRIATION (INTERIM 1994-95) BILL
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APPROPRIATION (INTERIM 1994-95)
BILL
Second reading
Debate resumed from 5 May; motion of
Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer).
Mr PERTON (Doncaster) - I am surprised to be
opening the debate today on the appropriation bill.

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr PERTON - I t comes at an important time for
the Victorian community. Yesterday the Committee
for the Economic Development of Australia hosted a
luncheon at which the guest speaker was
Mr Bill Emmott, the editor of The Economist, an
international magazine based in London covering
world economic issues.
The editor of the magazine made one important
point for this Parliament and other Parliament in
Australia: in this new world trading environment,
where incredib~e growth is taking place in Asia,
where the United States and South America appear
to be coming out of recession, as does Europe after
the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade which the Minister for Agriculture has recently
addressed on a number of occasions in this house there is nowhere to run or hide.
The Victorian economy is now very much part of the
world economy. The competitiveness of our
government and industry, the quality of our
education system and our community services are
all relevant to our place in the world.
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to the performance of the government I will be more
than happy to follow the lead of the honourable
members for Mordialloc and Mornington, who
described the inane economic mismanagement of
the last government.
The government has established a program to
restore the credibility of the Victorian community.
The first part of the government's economic strategy
was to bring the economy into line. The government
inherited a deficit of more than $2 billion per
annum, and it has moved rapidly but senSitively to
reduce the size of that deficit.
International agencies such as Moody's Investors
Service and Standard and Poor's, which analyse the
state of our government sector and make judgments
affecting the cost of interest to the state and therefore
the total level of debt and debt servicing to the
Victorian public, were able to positively reassess us.
They have noted that the government is heading
precisely down the right track.
The second part of the strategy was to improve the
performance of the government sector. In education,
for instance, over many years the Labor government
diverted funds away from the maintenance of
schools and the conduct of education to the salaries
of the teachers. That move came as no surprise
because in the lead-up to the 1988 election, the
teacher unions were among the largest contributors
to the Labor Party's campaign.
However, under the strong management of the
honourable member for Prahran - the Minister for
Education - we have actually set about
rationalising and reintroducing quality to the
education system.

Ms Marple interjected.
Mr PERTON - The honourable member for
Altona pipes up and says that is true, and I am glad
that one member on her side of the house
acknowledges that point because the government's
program over the past 18 months has been to rectify
the mismanagement which characterised the
administration o f - Mr Hamilton interjected.
Mr PERTON - The honourable member for
Morwell interjects with a derogatory comment. He is
not in a pOSition to comment in the area of policy. I
was proposing in this contribution to concentrate on
the future but if the honourable members for
Morwell and Altona continue to interject in relation

As I move around my electorate and talk to teachers,
principals and parents, I find that they are beginning
to see the benefits of the programs introduced by the
Minister for Education.
Mr E. R. Smith interjected.
Mr PERTON - Indeed, as the honourable
member for Glen Waverley says, there is
accountability, and one of the best initiatives of
recent times is the proposal of the government to
introduce testing at various levels of schools so that
parents and the community are actually in a position
to assess the quality of the school system.
After education a very important component of
government activity is the health system. It is
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interesting that our almost revolutionary case-mix
funding management in the Victorian health system
has received initial approval around the world.
Sensible jurisdictions, which believe in giving
proper care to people in an efficient manner that
guarantees the largest number of patients are treated
in a reasonable time, are looking at the Victorian
experiment with approval.
Waiting lists are declining; more people are being
treated. We actually have a system that will deliver
more benefits to the community. It is extraordinary
that the opposition has no philosophy on which to
base its criticisms of our government. Its socialist
philosophy has died, and one does not know
whether it wants to achieve the greatest good for the
greatest number, or whether it wants to achieve - Mr Sandon interjected.
Mr PERTON - I can only respond to the
honourable member for Carrum with a comment
made by the Minister for Plaruling yesterday, who
remarked to some council pla1U1ers who had
provided a very 1980s-style proposal that, 'This is
Victoria, not Havana'. The health system is
operating not only more efficiently but for the
greater good of the community.
Two weeks ago Melbourne University honoured the
former Prime Minister of Singapore, Mr Lee Kuan
Yew, with an honorary doctorate of law. This move
has been subject to some criticism. I was not happy
about the award, and Mr Lee, in coming to this state,
was critical of the Australian system of democratic
rights and civil liberties.
Ms Marple interjected.
Mr PERTON - The honourable member for
Altona is interjecting, yet she and I probably agree
on the matter about which she is interjecting.
Singapore is different from Australia. However,
Dr Malcolm Smith, the head of the Asian Law
Centre at Melbourne University, made the point this
morning that while we in Australia could not live
under the regime in Singapore - our spirit, morality
and society are different - nevertheless the
Singaporean experiment has resulted in people
feeling safe and secure on the streets, and in
improving the economy of that island. Its people
now have one of the highest living standards in
Asia, if not the world. Dr Smith made the point that
although our conception of human rights is not
reflected in Singapore's government, Mr Lee
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addressed human rights by increasing economic and
social rights. The people of Singapore are now living
healthy and fulfilled lives and their life expectancy
has increased from 50 years to 80 years.
Although Australians would not want to adopt
Singapore's system, we can see it has achieved
something. We can learn from it. Our reforms to the
system of justice attempts to create an environment
where people feel safer and more secure in their
homes than on the street.
Mr E. R. Smith interjected.
Mr PERTON - As the honourable member for
Glen Waverley said, poverty is being eliminated, but
just as importantly the government has introduced a
number of reforms to the policing and justice system
to ensure that the sentence fits the crime.
The government's introduction of cumulative
sentencing rather than the previous government's
system of concurrent sentencing means that sexual
offenders will be properly punished.
Ms Marple interjected.
Mr PERTON - The honourable member for
Altona is interjecting, but she can hardly argue
against the proposition that a man convicted of eight
rapes should get better than one year a rape in the
sentence delivered.
Ms Marple interjected.
Mr PERTON -She says that of course she does.
The new sentencing legislation that the government
has put in place is an important component.
The government has increased police powers in
respect of testing body samples and the like;
however it has maintained good provisions relating
to civil liberties under which the police are required
to give their names and addresses to persons who
are being searched, and this will protect the civil
liberties of the individual.
If the opposition wants an example of sensible
reform of the policing system it need only look at the
new weapons legislation that came into the house
this week. The community has demanded that the
government control access to knives by street gangs,
and the government has responded to that call but
has acted in a way that does not infringe the civil
liberties of young people in the streets or of the
community in general.
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The government has achieved those reforms, and
one may ask what the next two years hold for the
government and the community.
Agenda 21 is an important component of this for
Victorians. The government will rebuild the civic
institutions of the state: the new library, the new
museum and the exhibition centre will be projects
that the community can be proud of.
Only three years ago when rating cities around the
world the Washington-based organisation for
population control named Melbourne as one of the
three most livable cities in the world, the others
being Montreal and Seattle. The rating was made at
a time of economic distress, when our civil
institutions were in decline and their problems had
not been addressed for some time.
What is the government doing? The government is
rebuilding Victoria's institutions on the basis not of
debt but of income and when the new museum, the
library, the exhibition centre, the Eastern Freeway
extension, the Domain tunnel and the new sports
centre, which was announced this week, are
completed, Melbourne will be a city that Victorians
will be proud of and a better place to live than it is
now. It may stand alone in the next assessment of
livable cities.
What else has the government done? It has brought
the grand prix from Adelaide to Melbourne. That is
only one small aspect of our program because it falls
only one week in a year, but it will be an important
showcase for Victoria to the rest of the world. The
formula one grand prix is watched by hundreds of
millions of people around the world. After the
disappointment of missing out on the OlympiC
Games and Sydney's success at winning them for
the year 2 000, the Melbourne community has had to
fight hard to establish the circumstances to enable
Victoria to pick up economic growth from L'1e
Asia-Pacific region.
What else is the government doing for Victoria? It is
finally bringing discipline into the electricity
industry and the water industry. The changes in the
electricity industry are no longer revolutionary. The
government has been in power for only 18 months
and it is doing as much as it can; however
privatisation and competition in basic services are
important components of a changing world.
I opened my contribution to the debate by referring
to Bill Emmott - -
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Mr E. R. Smith interjected.
Mr PERTON - I thank the honourable member
for Glen Waverley. I opened my speech by referring
to the editor of The Economist, Mr Bill Emmott. He
made it clear in his comments in that publication
that a place like Australia must not only incorporate
itself into the Asian growth market but market itself
around the world. We must pick up the advances of
the food industry and leave the impression in Asia,
Europe and the United States that the Australian
food industry is the cleanest, freshest and healthiest
in the world!
We have to pick up on the fact that not only is
Victoria good at producing commodities but it is
fantastic at producing technology of the New Age. It
was not just Bill Emmott who talked about this time
as being the technological age; a number of writers
have now been talking about the defining
characteristic of the new world order as a
technological age. It does not matter if one sells
apples, computer software, medical, educational or
engineering services: in this day and age we are all
dealing in information.
Mr E. R. Smith interjected.
Mr PERTON - As the honourable member for
Glen Waverley said, our fanners are the most
efficient in the world.
We need to make sure that we are the best
purveyors of information; that at the end of the day
we know and understand what the customer
demands, and we are doing that. Yesterday I sat
next to a businessman who was selling earthmoving
services at Hong Kong airport. Last week I met with
a business firm that is selling the software that will
run the entire air safety system in Hong Kong. Two
weeks ago I had a briefing from Telstra, the overseas
arm of Telecom based in Melbourne, which is selling
telecommunications into Kazakhstan. These are
fantastic achievements and they are aB coming out
of Victoria.
Although Victoria is opening itself up to the world
as part of Australia, this new spirit of confidence, of
civil institutions and prosperity for Victorians owes
its strength and vitality to ~'1e philosophy of the
Victorian government - that is, the philosophy of
the Victorian people. We are a liberal people; we are
a tolerant people; we believe in a fair go; and we
believe in getting things done. The government
exemplifies all of those characteristics and will
ensure that for the next 2, 4, 8 or 12 years and
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beyond the Victorian people will maintain their
confidence in this government.
Honourable Members - Hear, hear!
Mr SANDON (Carrum) - In such a short period
the Stockdale economic statement of 1994 continues
the Kennett government's tradition of placing an
unfair burden on the people least able to afford such
burdens. The statement calls for economic
management and management of debt: that has a
logical ring about it, but when one analyses it, one
can see that the goals have been set without regard
to the costs to the men, women and children of
Victoria.
The Kennett government has forgotten - if it ever
believed it - that the duty of a government is to
govern for all Victorians. One would remember
hearing those words in October 1992, and they were
reiterated by the Governor in his speech to the
Parliament. The Kermett government governs for
just a few. For the private sector, the government has
cut expenditure, reduced employment and raised
taxes. It has not governed equally for all ordinary
Victorian families. I am sure that a prosperous
businessman living in Toorak does not mind paying
a $100 state deficit levy - he would see the
imposition of that levy as a responsible action by a
responsible government - however $100 for people
in my electorate of Carrum is hard to find. They
cannot write it off as a business expense. For the
people of my electorate that money comes out of
their scarce resources.
In 15 months the Kennett government has

introduced a dramatic increase in taxes and charges
to the Victorian people. We have seen gas and
electricity charges go up - An Honourable Member - By 20 per cent!
Mr SANDON - We have seen water and
transport charges go up; we have seen a myriad of
taxes and charges go up at an alarming rate. Many
new taxes are now being imposed where the
government previously took responsibility. It
disturbs me that many new levies have been
introduced into our schools. Former education
ministers understood their constitutional obligation
to provide teachers, but now parents must pay for
what the government and the minister previously
prOVided. Music teachers are an example of this
change of attitude. They are not available because of
teacher cutbacks.
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We have fewer teachers in Victoria than we had in
1975 as a result of 8 000 teachers being driven out of
the profession. This has meant that there are fewer
subject choices, curriculum options and specialty
programs available in schools. If parents are
committed to having a range of options available to
their children they must pick up the tab. If your
children a ttend Black Rock Primary School and you
want them to be taught music, you have to pay for it
yourself. Children attending secondary college in
rural Victoria probably do not go on excursions any
more because the teachers are not available. At one
secondary college in the metropolitan area the
parents of students studying VCE politics who were
going to Canberra on an excursion found they had to
pay an extra $10 levy on top of the excursion cost for
the teacher who replaced the teacher going with the
students.
Taxes and charges have been increased and indirect
taxes and levies have been introduced. The
government is demanding much more of its citizens.
Each year Victorian families must pay
approximately $1500 to $2 000 in higher taxes.
Families living in Toorak may be able to cope with
those extra costs but those in Carcum certainly
cannot. The government is prepared to govern for
some but not for all. Whilst the government has been
determined to reduce expenditure it has been
demanding more in taxes and charges, which
impacts greatly on Victorian families.
Funds have been cut to kindergartens and schools,
and teachers have been driven out. As a result
voluntary agencies have had greater demands
placed upon their services. The Citizen Advice
Bureau, which is an outstanding organisation
designed to assist people not only with information
but also with practical help and at times financial
support, has had enormous demands placed upon it.
I will give you an example of what has occurred. In
the past schools had teachers available to counsel
students with problems at home, with teachers and
so forth. The teachers were called student welfare
coordinators. They were able to sit with young
people and counsel them about their difficulties.
Those teachers are no longer available to give
counselling; they are in the classrooms. It is sink or
swim in our schools; voluntary agencies such as the
Citizens Advice Bureau must counsel the young
people instead. At a time when the government is
cutting expenditure it is also cutting grants to the
bureaus. The bureau in Chelsea has found that its
volunteers are taking on greater responsibilities
because the government is determined to cut the
number of teachers.
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Each honourable member has seen expenditure cuts
in his or her electorate that have led to a cut in
services. Railway lines and hospitals have been
closed, the morale of Ambulance Services Victoria
has been destroyed and rural areas have had their
guts ripped out because government services are no
longer available. At a time of high unemployment,
in a bid to reduce public debt, the government has
borrowed more money to encourage public sector
employees to become unemployed when they take
redundancy packages. That action alone accounts
for the fact that Victoria is suffering increased
unemployment levels, unlike other states.

approach to education but education is about
ed uca ting young men and women by providing
services, teachers and a wide curriculum to allow
young people to develop their full potential.

There has been a mass exodus of people to other
states from what was once the most livable city in
Australia: it has now become a city without hope!
Each day 219 people leave Victoria - 6570 each
month, or 78 840 each year. That is bad enough, but
the economic ramifications of those figures is that
$1 billion of production is lost as a result of those
people leaving the state. It does not make economic
sense in any shape or form.

As all honourable members know, averages are
made up of highs and lows. Averages mean that
some people are doing well at the expense of others.
The process is divisive because the government is
not starting from the point of looking at what each
school needs to provide a quality education; instead
the drive in Treasury is towards national averages,
national perspectives and comparisons of
expenditure in other states. It is a drive towards the
bottom line.

Whilst the Kennett government is demanding so
much of Victorian families it is not demanding the
same pain of itself. The government has one rule for
itself and another rule for Victorians. The
government has an increased numbers of ministers
to manage a vastly reduced public sector at a cost of
millions of dollars. There are more jobs for the boys.
Yes, they are boys; I do not see any parliamentary
secretaries of the other gender! They are the people
we call ministers in waiting!
Most outrageous of all is the fact that Victorian
pensioners have been told they must continue to pay
the $100 state deficit levy when the state has been
turned around as a result of the dramatic increase in
taxes and reduction in expenditure. The budget is
now in surplus and it is not necessary to continue
with this iniquitous tax. The government has its
priorities wrong. Its actions are hurting Victorians. It
is not operating in the interests of all Victorians.
After its term in office there will be more
millionaires in Victoria. The actions of the
government have made this a reality fOI: some but
tragically its policies are having an impact on those
who can least afford it. They are suffering the
consequences of increased taxation and reduced
expendi ture.
As the shadow Minister for Education, I have seen
all too often the way the divisive policies of the
government have affected education. The
government has adopted an economic rationalist's

Parents do not know whether, when they send their
children to school, teachers will be there or will be
replaced or whether decent curriculums will be
provided. Primary schools cannot guarantee that
music, library, art and physical education courses
will be available. In the drive towards a national
average subjects such as those are all too often
regarded as optional extras.

Victoria used to pride itself on being the leader in
the education field. Not only the previous Labor
government but all governments took account of the
partnership in education between parents, teachers
and the community. The integration program was a
world leader and resulted from the community's
desire to let all children have a go. It was not about
the ideology of one government dictating what
should happen. It is Significant and sad that that
integration has now been lost because of the
government's divisive approach.
That punitive approach can be seen in the
government's talking to one parent organisation but
not another, based on what it saw the previous
government do. It is not correct to govern by
retribution. Governments should govern for all the
people. The previous government may have made
errors in choosing to whom it spoke, but this
government should not adopt a vindictive approach.
The government does not need to be divisive - but
it is. Young people observing a party's actions in
government will remember what they have seen,
and when their time comes they will extract as much
revenge as they see this government extracting. It is
not necessary - indeed, it is wrong - for the
coalition to seek revenge and retribution; it should
govern on behalf of all Victorians. The education
changes have been motivated by a desire for
retribution.
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The government's hatred of trade unions has led to
its excluding them from discussions and
negotiations on the salary levels of principals while
including the Victorian Principals Federation. It is
right and proper that principals be involved; I have
absolutely no difficulty with that. The best decisions
a minister makes are those that involve the people
who will be affected. Involving public servants in
decision-making keeps them honest and brings up
questions and concerns that otherwise may not be
considered, as is illustrated in the television series
Yes, Minister. The minister will not speak to certain
teacher unions; when there is a review of salaries
and conditions they are excluded. That approach
does not make sense and leads to poor management
and poor administration. That again reflects the
divisive nature of the coalition's approach to
governing the state.
It is no accident that more young people are leaving

the secondary education system than ever before.
Last year some 9852 young people left the system.
The minister will say they have gone to technical
and further education colleges or have got jobs. He
will answer in some way that tries to suggest that
this is not a scandal and a disgrace, but Victorians
know it is. The government has made its intentions
plain - the teachers and the programs are there no
longer. Year 11 students are sent home from Deer
Park High School on Tuesday and Friday afternoons
because there are no teachers. The Victorian
certificate of education accounting class of
26 students is held outside school hours; there are so
few teachers that it is impossible to schedule that
class within school hours. Parents and students can
see what is happening. SpeCial programs are not
available and students cannot get the help they
need, which is why they have gone elsewhere.

It is not right that that is happening at a time when
education is paramount to enhanced life chances
and rewarding lifestyles. Recent Australian studies
show that a person who does not complete the
Victorian certificate of education or an equivalent
qualification is four times more likely to be
unemployed. Honourable members recognise that a
person's lifestyle and life chances are severely
impaired if he or she does not complete year 12
schooling.
It is a divisive government that cuts education
expenditure dramatically without having any
understanding of the impact of the cuts on young
people. Independent observers have sounded the
alarm, saying that it has to stop; but instead of
taking notice of the warnings the government puts
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up foolish defences. Government members should
be saying to themselves: 'Let's look again. Maybe we
have cut too deeply and need to review the changes'.
Instead of trying to hide from the repercussions,
government members should admit that there is a
need to review the implications of those policies.
The reverse is true of the Treasurer's economic
statement. Cuts in education will continue. In
November 1992 the Minister for Education gave a
commitment that there would be no more big cuts in
education. In April 1992 there were further
education cuts of $145 million over two years. On
3 September 1993 the minister said on the
Ranald Macdonald radio program that the cabinet
had made a commitment to cutting not a dollar
more from education. But last year's budget papers
and the April economic statement show more
money being taken from the education budget. I cite
a comparison of capital works spending. In the
economic statement the government makes great
play of its spending $67.5 million on capital works in
education. I welcome that; it is certainly needed. But
the government should be honest and not claim that
they are new capital works. It should not parade the
spending as evidence of an outstanding
commitment to education. In last year's budget
papers more than $99 million was allocated to
capital works spending.
Regardless of which side of the house they sit on,
honourable members know there are lies, damn lies
and budget figures. Although we have to live with
that, let's have some honesty about the extent of the
cuts. The government should look members of the
community in the eye when it makes these cuts. It is
too frightened to do that; instead, there is
subterfuge. Our young people will not get the
education they deserve and are entitled to.
Education is perhaps the most important thing a
state can provide. Despite that, the government
continues to cut the education budget.
The ramifications are that the opportunities for
training and acquiring knowledge that are so
necessary in a modem economy will be lost.
Victorians will not be able to grow, learn and
develop. The effects of cutting down on teachers,
programs and curriculums mean that young people
will be left on the streets; they will not be able to
obtain jobs. Those young people who do get jobs
will be the first to be retrenched in an economic
downturn, and they will have no continuity in
employment.
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The bill will also have an impact on those in the
community who are working. Each and every
worker will have to pay more for services because of
the cuts made in education, the effects of which are
circular and cumulative. Because Victoria has a
growing percentage of older people, those left in the
work force will have to be trained and retrained
throughout their working lives so that goods and
services - the gross domestic product - will be
sufficient to maintain those older people. The money
has to come from those who work. It does not make
any economic sense at all to cut the education
budget in the way in has been cut. In the long run
we will all have to pay - in every sense of the word
- for the cuts.
The government's philosophy that the market
determines the degree to which people have access
to goods and services is wrong. Choices should not
be available only to those who can afford them - to
those parents, for example, who can afford to send
their kids to different schools. This is not a budget
for all Victorians; it is not a budget that ensures all
Victorians have fair access to goods and services.
Why is Victoria not sharing in the national recovery?
Let us examine the indicators. From memory
Victoria's unemployment rate is 11.7 per cent.
However, in areas like Frankston the unemployment
rate is around 15.7 per cent. In rural Victoria it is
probably about 20 per cent. As you possibly know
better than I do, Mr Deputy Speaker, there is
probably a lot of hidden unemployment. If they
thought there were jobs for them people would
register their names. That is one of Victoria's
tragedies. We must get people back to work and we
need policies that are designed for that purpose. The
economic statement is not doing what should be
done to get people educated, trained, retrained and
working. And it all comes back to bite you in the
end. Victoria's growth is lagging behind that of the
rest of the nation because this government has failed
to get its priorities right.
Another indicator is retail sales. Why are Victoria's
retail sales down? The reason is that people are
frightened. There is less money to spend as a result
of increased taxes and charges - the indirect taxes
and charges to which I referred and which include
having to pay for teachers or for replacement
teachers, having to pay for school maintenance and
having to run more fetes and impose higher levies.
Schools are now demanding more parental and
community support because the government does
not give them sufficient resources to provide a
decent education for young people.
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Retail sales are down, which has a multiplier effect
on jobs. We know from experience that when we
buy goods and receive services it has a compound
multiplying impact on other parts of the economy.
When people are frightened, when they do not
know whether they will continue to have jobs or will
be able to maintain their family budgets - fears this
government has generated through its policiesretail sales suffer. The government is presiding over
a state that is going backwards rather than forwards.
We have heard much spoken about debt. But this
government has increased debt. It is fascinating to
compare the present government with the
governments of the 1960s. When one compares the
debt ratios that existed in those days one realises
that the debt levels of the governments of the 1980s
were not excessively high. That is a fact. All one has
to do is compare the present government with the
Bolte government.
The present government is increasing debt
dramatically to drive people out of paid
employment. That does not make economic sense; it
deprives the state of the goods and services those
people could produce. Victoria faces losing $1 billion
a year in production because 78 000 people have left
the state. That says a lot about the government's
policies. The average person expects much more
from government. Victorians expect their
government to govern for all Victorians, not just for
their mates. As a result of the government's poliCies
and this economic statement, the only increase in
Victoria will be the number of millionaires. The
government stands condemned: it governs for a
minority, not for all Victorians.
Mr ANDRIANOPOULOS (Mill Park) - I join
the debate on the Appropriation (Interim 1994-95)
Bill to express some views about the Treasurer's
economic statement, which was delivered to the
house just over a week ago. The Treasurer
trumpeted his belief that the economic statement
would result in the current account deficit being
turned into a surplus of some $300 million.
In the budget debate last September, the then
shadow Treasurer and other members of the
opposition clearly revealed that the current account
was in surplus. To use the words of the honourable
member for Carrum, it was lies, lies and budget
figures. The current account showed an artificial
deficit because of a one-off, $1.4 billion
superannuation payment and the transfer of some
$450 million from the capital maintenance account.
The maintenance of that deficit was driven by the
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ideology of the coalition and its need to further
justify cutbacks in the public service and other
services.
This morning the house heard two very different
contributions. The honourable member for Carrum
gave a caring and thoughtful contribution about
what has happened to the Victorian community,
while the honourable member for Doncaster, in his
nonnal flowery and over-the-top manner, described
some major projects that would be the salvation of
us all. In my view those major projects will not be
our salvation. Sure, the museum, the tram loop and
the grand prix are welcome initiatives. However,
they cannot be the only initiatives that drive a
government. The initiatives that affect ordinary
people in the suburbs, such as those in my electorate
of Mill Park, are just as important and need to be
considered by governments when calculating
budgets.
The interim appropriation legislation will see one of
the most regressive taxes introduced by this
government continue to be imposed upon Victorian
residents. I refer to the $100 home levy. In the case of
an electorate such as Mill Park where most residents
are owner-occupiers who bought their houses
recently and are still paying massive mortgages, the
$100 levy is an over-the-top and Wlfair measure.
Without expanding on the details of the inequity of
that tax, it is most improper that all occupants,
irrespective of the value of their homes and their
incomes, are asked to pay $100. I would have
thought that the Treasurer would have corrected
that situation in this bill to relieve some of the
hardship imposed on Victorian families as a result of
that measure.
As a consequence of the regreSSive measures
imposed by the government, Victorians have been
fleeing the state at the rate of approximately 200 a
day. The government has Wldertaken a program to
borrow and increase state debt to payoff public
sector employees, but those people are taking
Victoria's money interstate.
An electorate such as Mill Park has a high
proportion of people of ethnic commWlities. The
cutbacks imposed by the government on the Ethnic
Affairs Unit of the Department of the Premier and
Cabinet in May last year had a disastrous effect on
those commWlities. I was among the first to warn of
the alterations to that Wlit and the subsequent
cutbacks in fWlding for ethnic affairs in the last
budget which resulted in a Wlit that is totally
impotent.
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During the recent conflict among a number of ethnic
communities, the unit was not in any shape to deal
with that situation. I would have thought that the
Premier, who is the Minister for Ethnic Affairs and
has been making much about his concern for ethnic
communities, would have done something in the
autumn economic statement to make the ethnic
affairs unit a much more viable organisation,
capable of dealing with crises as they arise.
The Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for
Ethnic Affairs, the honourable member for
Warrandyte, said the other day that the government
was doing much for ethnic communities,
particularly in the area of employment. It has
recently annoWlced a program in the north-western
suburbs of Melbourne in which cOWlcillors will
assist people from ethnic communities to learn about
employment opportunities, how to write curriculum
vitae, how to acquire language skills and how to
place themselves in a better position to find
employment. What a pity that the program employs
only four people to cover the whole north-western
area of Melbourne. At a rough estimate they are
responsible for looking after approximately 40 000
Wlemployed people in the western and northern
suburbs. That is not doing much at all. If the
parliamentary secretary and the minister were
serious, they would take better measures than
allocating only four people to that program.
This government is about trying to convince the
Victorian public that it is doing something. During
its first year of office this government totally
eliminated the previous government's ethnic affairs
program - it reduced the fWlding from $3 million
to zero. As a result of ethnic community pressure,
the government reinstated the program in last year's
budget, but only $200 000 was allocated.
It is a pity that the government has not proceeded to

make any allocations, despite the fact that last
December it advertised for submissions, the closing
date for which was 28 January this year. To this day
ethnic commWlities want and demand to know
what this government is up to and whether it
proposes to allocate further fWlds this financial year.
I call on the minister to honour the budget
commitment and make an annOWlcement about that
program shortly.
During their contributions to the debate on the
economic statement much has been said by
government members about the proposed $1 billion
capital and infrastructure works program. However,
a close analysis of the statement clearly reveals that
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the program is nowhere near that figure. When one
takes into account the allocations from the
commonwealth government and allocations and
expenditure for the state in future years, one sees
that the figure is nearer to $100 million than
$1 billion.
In order to create jobs more should be done to
develop infrastructure in Victoria. In Mill Park my

constituents, like most Victorians, have been calling
for the completion of the F5 ring-road, which will
open up the western and northern suburbs and will
afford opportunities for people to move through the
region for employment opportunities. It will have
major economic benefits for motorists, transport
industries and the economy.
The federal government recently announced the
provision of funding for the completion of the
section of road between the Hume Highway and the
Princes Highway or Geelong Road, as it is
commonly known, by 1996. However, the ring-road
does not stop at the Hume Highway but extends
around Melbourne. The road has been constructed
to Greensborough. It was a pleasure to have the
Minister for Roads and Ports and the honourable
member for Eltham at the opening of what is known
as the Greensborough section last week when the
announcement was made that a further stage would
be conshucted between Plenty Road and Dalton
Road. What a pity the government is not extending
it further to the Hume Highway.
Mr Lupton interjected.
Mr ANDRIANOPOULOS - The honourable
member for Knox should support this project, as a
member of a government that advocates major
capital works programs for infrastructure in
Victoria. I call on the government to work in tandem
with the commonwealth and local government to
ensure that the remaining section of the ring-road is
funded in the next budget allocation so that the
section from Greensborough to the Princes Highway
can be in place by 1996.
One infrastructure project dear to my heart that
could assist metropolitan Melbourne is the extension
of the Bundoora tramline to Mill Park. It is not a
question of funding, because that was approved by
the federal government almost two years ago under
the Better Cities project: the same project that
provided the funding for the extension of the
tramline in Spring Street to enable the tram loop to
proceed. What a pity that the government does not
care about the ordinary people in the suburbs in the
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same way. It demonstrates that the government
prefers to put on a show to indicate that it is doing
something. I hope the project will proceed in the
not-too-distant future.
Much has been said about hospitals and the health
services. I remind the government that not a single
dollar has been allocated to the northern hospital
project in Epping. I recall how the government tried
to use that issue in the lead-up to the state election in
1992 and the federal election last year. One would
have thought the Minister for Health would do some
work on the project. The minister pulled a stunt one
week before the last federal election when hailing
the work that the then federal member for McEwen,
the Honourable Fran Bailey, had done to convince
people that the project was imperative for the
northern suburbs and should proceed. That was the
announcement of the finding of the minister's own
study into previous studies conducted by the former
Labor government, which all came to the conclusion
that the Epping site was the most appropriate
location for a northern hospital. It is a pity that the
government has not fulfilled its promise to make an
allocation so work on the project can commence.
The honourable member for Carrum correctly
pointed out that the government has attempted to
duplicate previous announcements. In the budget
last September the government announced the
funding of the next stage of the Mill Park Secondary
College, yet I note in the interim appropriation bill
the government has announced there will be a new
campus at Mill Park. Welcome as that decision is, I
would have thought that instead of relying on
one-off publicity stunts the government would be
more concerned to ensure tha t something is
happening on the ground. I have indicated
previously that if the Mill Park Secondary College
senior campus is not developed by 1996 there will be
massive overcrowding, which will make the
provision of quality education difficult to achieve.
I call on government to provide the infrastructure
that is needed to guarantee services for ordinary
Victorians.
Mr MICALLEF (Springvale) - I spent my
formative years in the northern suburbs. It seems
nothing has changed. During the 27 years of
conservative government from 1955 to 1982 the
northern suburbs were deprived of services. That
was one of the things that attracted me to join the
Labor Party during the late 1960s - to fight for a
better deal for people in the suburbs of Preston,
Reservoir, Thomastown, Mill Park, Bundoora and so
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on. The battle to get appropriate resource allocations
for those areas continues. The opposition is fortunate
to have people of the calibre of the honourable
members for Mill Park, Thomastown and Bundoora
to take up those issues with the government.
The first matter that must be dealt with is the extent
to which the government has destabilised Victoria.
The destabilisation has been caused by Liberal Party
branch stacking. It is obvious from the calibre of
honourable members sitting on the other side that
Liberal Party branch stacking has been going on for
many years. The lack of quality is obvious. There is a
difference between quality and quantity - and it
shows.
It is disgraceful that that group of backbenchers has
allowed the Treasurer to get away with a statement
such as this. It amazes me that government members
who represent areas that are looking for some
leadership and additional resources go to their local
schools, hospitals and community centres and try to
justify what is going on. The stock phrase for the
first year or so was, 'Well, we inherited a black hole'.
I have said it before and I will keep on saying it: it is
about time the government stood on its record and
outlined its plans for Victoria - instead it's just cut,
cut, cut.

Through their branch stacking Michael Kroger and
others of his ilk in the Liberal Party have attempted
to get rid of people such as the honourable member
for Mordialloc. They have only partially succeeded:
they have foisted him on a part of the world that can
do without honourable members of his calibre.
Members such as the honourable member for
Mordialloc do not care about the issues. Attracting a
headline and getting one's name in the paper is what
they think being a politician is all about. That is the
type of result achieved by branch stacking.
I would have mentioned the honourable member for
Mornington, but given that he is in the chair I will
exclude him from my analysis of the scheme to
destabilise the Liberal Party. The scheme has been
effective in the sense that the Liberal Party is now a
mediocre group of people who day after day allow
the Premier to bully the Parliament in the same way
that he bullies the caucus room. The Premier is
obviously very effective: he gets away with it. He
needs some active lobby group within the caucus to
take him on in the same way that the federal Labor
caucus took on the federal Labor government after
the last federal budget. As a result the up coming
federal budget will reflect the involvement of the
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whole caucus, as well as the involvement of
community groups.
Governments of all colours run the risk of becoming
arrogant and alienated if they do not get effective
input from caucus members. One has only to read
the federal government white paper to see the
effective contributions made by government
backbenchers and the backbench working party.
That is evident in the way industry and, indeed, the
whole community has responded to the federal
government's initiative. While Victoria is burning and while people such as the Treasurer are fuelling
the flames with highly flammable materials - the
federal government is building a new city around us
through the Better Cities program. The federal
government's program is reaching people.
It is the old approach of working on and overcoming

a weakness and producing the goods. That is why
the Labor government did extremely well at the last
federal election. The polls expected that Dr Hewson
would become the Prime Minister and that the
conservatives would be ruling the federal and
virtually all the state governments. Victorian's
responded to that threat magnificently and voted
against letting the conservatives take total control in
Victoria. There is now a counterbalance to the
coalition government's attack on community
services such as hospitals and schools. There would
not be one honourable member who has not had a
call from educationalists asking, 'How many schools
have closed down in your area?'.
Mr Steggall - When was the last one you had?
Mr MICALLEF - Last week. The opposition
accepted the fact that some rationalisation was
needed, but it did not expect the massive and
unwarranted onslaught that forced schools to close.
A number of schools in my electorate have closed and in some cases there may have been good
reasons. Keysborough Park Primary School was an
excellent school and there was no need to close it.
The year before Bangholme Primary School was also
forced to close. There are good reasons for having
those types of smaller schools in the same area.
Some students do not fit in to large schools. Students
came to those smaller schools from many kilometres
away - out of the area - because they preferred
the smaller school environment. There is a good
argument for allowing a number of those schools to
stay open to provide caring and understanding
environments for students who are unable to fit into
larger educational institutions. After reading the
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autumn economic statement I ask, 'What is in it for
Springvale?' .
Mr McLellan interjected.
Mr MICALLEF - Exactly, the honourable
member for Frankston East says, 'nothing'. He ought
to be ashamed to be part of a government that
delivers nothing.
What is in the Treasurer's statement for Springvale
and for Victoria? I represent a rather diverse
electorate in that it has a mixture of cultures and
socioeconomic groups. Its expectations have
certainly been dampened in the past few years.
There are in my electorate at least 106 different
ethnic groups who speak more than 40 languages.
Honourable members may therefore perceive the
plethora of problems that constituents bring to my
electorate office.
The government has cut funding to electorate
offices, therefore affecting the many needs of the
constituents who wish to complain to me. Victorians
are under siege and threat from this government.
The 106 groups in Springvale are concerned that the
Ethnic Affairs Commission is being run down. The
commission has lost its teeth and funds have been
removed, leaving a shell. The ethnic communities of
Victoria regard 1993 as the year that did not exist.
They have looked forward to some grants to their
communities in this legislation - perhaps to
purchase a community bus for my electorate; to
assist the ethnic elderly; to help small ethnic groups
get started, or as an encouragement for existing
groups - but the cuts mean they will go without. It
is disgraceful that the government has treated ethnic
communities in that way.
Much has been said about the mischievousness of
the Premier, through his getting involved in ethnic
affairs issues in Victoria! So much for all the work
put into developing a multicultural community that
works together in a positive manner. Given the
diversity and background of the communities in my
electorate, it is sad that the government is driving
wedges into those communities and undennining a
lot of good work. The sooner we have a racial
vilification bill that pulls people like the Premier
back into line, the better this country will be.
I look forward to some ethnic communities taking
on the government instead of waiting for the fruits
of the budget process. They are now waking up to
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the fact that unless they jump up and down and
pressure the government they will receive little.
Other groups in my area like the SICMA association
have received grants. That is a positive step by the
government, as I said to the Minister for Industry
and Employment - but it is nowhere near enough.
Prior to the introduction of the federal government's
white paper, about $10 million was injected by the
state government into the labour programs
compared with $2 billion from the federal
government. I know state governments do not have
the resources of the federal government but there is
a big difference between $10 million and $2 billion.
This state should do more with labour market
programs, to dovetail into the federal government's
new initiatives so that Victoria can take advantage of
federal assistance and help the community.
Last night I attended a meeting with health
representatives of my area at the Monash Medical
Centre, which is in my electorate. They say that the
departure in droves of excellent and qualified staff
from the centre is causing much concern. The
Monash Medical Centre was established by the
Labor government; as the local member I was
involved in the turning of the first sod of soil at the
commencement of its construction. That hospital has
become one of the world's leading medical centres
because of the resources provided by the fonner
Labor government. It has had a full-time secretariat
to assist overseas visitors who wish to survey and
study the operations of the hospital. I suggest the
number of visitors from overseas may start to
dwindle because of the funding cuts that are
reducing the ability of hospitals like Monash
Medical Centre to maintain their standards. The
impact of those cuts will affect the attitude of health
representatives in other countries who are looking
for ideas because the Monash Medical Centre is one
of the last hospitals of that type to have been built in
the world. It is an example of what can be done if a
health system is supported by a government.
The Dandenong and District Hospital services my
electorate. It is ironic that even though the hospital is
in Dandenong, more people from Springvale than
from Dandenong use it. The population of
Springvale is now 93 000 compared with 62 000 in
Dandenong.
In the next couple of weeks the Springvale
neighbourhood house will celebrate its 10th
anniversary. During the 1980s, the community
health and neighbourhood house facilities received a
massive injection of funds. Tha t resulted in many
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people becoming involved in community
development issues, as well as educational and
support programs.

discredi ted because premier Goebbels - or prime
mover Goebbels - was like Premier Kennett and his
henchman, the Treasurer.

The Keysborough learning centre does an excellent
job on a shoestring budget. Any governments that
do not fully support community initiatives,
especially in the neighbourhood house area, will see
the resultant closure of such ventures. The support
by the federal government of other areas is
amazing - and the state government should
support those centres!

What have they done? They have introduced a
property tax which hits people in a nasty way. If
honourable members have their electorate offices
next to a city hall they would see their constituents
paying the inflated rates and the filthy
discriminatory home tax which drastically affects
lower income people. The $100 levy will continue
year after year to attack people who can ill afford to
pay it - they will have to go without a lot of other
things. Those who have been fortunate enough to
purchase their own homes should be looked after
when they are elderly. Their efforts should be
acknowledged rather than penalised by the
government.

The government should support community health
centres and neighbourhood houses in Springvale.
They operate on a budget of $1.2 million and staff of
26; they service 93 000 people in the municipality of
Springvale and in the Oakleigh portion of the
Springvale electorate. Those centres and houses are
legacies of the Labor government. The community
health movement should be developed because the
results from the resources already put in place have
been worthwhile.
Given the government's move towards case-mix
funding for hospitals and throughput, there is a
need for community-based resources for patients
who leave hospital immediately after surgery.
The other morning I listened to Mr Burdekin on a
radio program discussing the way the state
government is handling mental health issues, the
reduction in resources and the closure of
institutions. I support his views. If institutions are to
be closed community-based resources must take
their place. The Burdekins of this world are
attracting attention about the impact the lack of
resources is having on the community.
We have before us a so-called economic statement. I
remember during my trade union days when
autumn oEfensives took place in Europe and
workers campaigned to raise the living condi tions of
their communities. For example, the autumn
offensives of workers in Italy were successful in
achieving a higher standard of living, given the
resources of the country. Italian workers achieved
superannuation benefits well before the so-called
wealthier countries like Australia.
The government's autumn economic statement takes
Victoria backwards, not forwards. The tactics of the
statement are in tune with what happened in Nazi
Germany about the big lie. Small untruths were
politically worthless but the bigger the lie the more
one would get away with it. Nazi Germany was

It is a nonsense for the Treasurer to say that if there
is not a balanced budget the state is broke. The debt
per head of population in Sir Henry Bolte's day was
higher than it is today. One only had to read last
weekend's newspaper to learn what happened to
the state under his leadership. It is nonsense to say
that Victoria should have a balanced budget.
The economic statement is not good news for the
state. Some of the facts on which the government's
philosophy is based are erroneous. It is important to
identify some of the misleading financial figures in
the document. Alternative policies should be
considered. The most fundamental error of fact of
the government's financial policy is encapsulated in
the Treasurer's statement at page 4:
It is impossible to turn around a decade of
mismanagement in eighteen months.

The Treasurer will not get away with such nonsense.
The government cannot blame all the ills on the
former Labor government - it must now stand on
its own record.
Mr Finn interjected.
Mr MICALLEF - The honourable member for
Tullamarine will no longer be here after the next
election. Although I will miss his smiling face, he
will be out digging trenches or doing some other
activity to occupy the many hours of leisure he will
have. The voters of Tullamarine have flirted with
change and have learnt the consequences. What did
the voters of Tullamarine get? The booby prize, the
prize that took them nowhere.
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The budget will impact on marginal seats, like the
one held by the honourable member for
Tullamarine. The decade of Labor mismanagement
is part of the Treasurer's big lie. In 7 of the 10 years
of Labor government Victoria had the best
employment and economic growth record of any
state in Australia. Victoria was doing extremely
well, but then there were the crashes of
organisations such as the Pyramid Building Society,
a private sector organisation for which the coalition
government must take some responsibility. The
issues that were debated in the other place would
have put controls on organisations such as Pyramid,
but nothing was done.
The National Safety COWlcil of Australia (Victorian
Division) was another private sector organisation
whose demise was not the fault of the fonner
government. The failure of such organisations,
particularly Pyramid, took billions of dollars out of
the Victorian economy during the recession at a time
when restructuring was taking place, such as the
downsizing of the metal industry. Victoria suffered
because of its manufacturing base. Those matters
were outside the control of the Victorian
government of the day, as was the demise of
entrepreneurs like the Skases, the Bonds and the
other corporate cowboys who got away with far too
much. Such people have an identity crisis and an
involvement with the conservative parties of this
nation.
Mrs WILSON (Dandenong North) - I support
the comments of previous opposition speakers and
suggest to the Treasurer that our football team
probably has more public support than the autumn
economic statement!
Mr Stockdale - That's not so!
Mrs WILSON -Our football team has an
unbeaten record, which I am sure the Treasurer does
not have by any stretch of the imagination.
The economic statement ignores completely the
human suffering, devastation anci enormous decline
in living standards caused by the government's
economic rationalist approach. Although the
Treasurer has been somewhat successful in painting
a rosy picture and fooling many financial
commentators, who have reported on the statement
in glowing terms, the theory and reality are very
different. Somewhere along the line something has
gone terribly wrong with Victoria's economy. If the
autumn statement paints a true picture one has to
ask why only 600 new full-time jobs have been
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created in Victoria while 40 000 new full-time jobs
have been created in the other states collectively.
It is fortunate that this week the federal government
released its white paper on employment, which
signals some hope for the many people who are
looking for work, because no job growth is predicted
in the autumn statement. The devastation and loss of
dignity felt by people who are unable to find paid
employment touches us all and needs to be
addressed by both the federal and state
governments.
If things are so good in this state, why are so many

Victorians leaving to live in Queensland and
northern New South Wales? Some of them are even
going to Tasmania, which says a lot about what
Victoria can offer them. If things are so good in
Victoria, why are the Premier and the Treasurer
continuing to punish ordinary, decent,
hard-working Victorians by subjecting them to more
financial pain and a decline in living standards?
The autumn economic statement is an attempt to
persuade Victorians that things are improving. If he
were to go out in the real world the Treasurer would
find it extremely difficult to find people who agree
with him, because they are hurting. They are
certainly hurting in my electorate. Things cannot be
improving: we are still stuck with the state deficit
levy; we are being told that gas, electricity and
transport charges will increase; retail sales are not
improving; and unemployment is still a big problem.
In the Age of 27 April, Mr Kenneth Davidson
summed up the situation very simply when he
wrote:
The operation was a success, it is a pity the patient is
dying.

The patient certainly is dying!
Kenneth Davidson went on to say that the Kennett
government would never admit that its policies of
retrenchment have magnified the recession. The
opposition knows that is the truth and it knows
what happened to Kenneth Davidson: so many of
his comments touched a raw nerve that the
government used its not inconsiderable muscle,
through government advertising, to have him
partially silenced.
In October 1992, Victoria voted in a new
government. People were hopeful because the then
opposition made a lot of promises prior to the
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election. It promised to solve Victoria's economic
and employment problems, to implement many
good things and to look after the weak and
vulnerable. However, those problems were not
peculiar to Victoria; they were being experienced by
the other states and by most of the western world.

passed on to either the Premier or the Treasurer, or if
they have been they have not been listened to. The
Premier and Treasurer do not listen to their back
bench. The Liberal philosophy is that everyone pays
irrespective of whether they are millionaires or
pensioners.

People did not expect miracles or believe that things
would change overnight. They realised that the
policies of governments differ but they did not
expect the brutal treatment that has been meted out
to them and were not prepared for the measures
implemented by the current government or the
subsequent drop in living standards.

I will mention a few examples of the way the
government's economic decisions have affected
some groups and individuals in this state. For
example, during question time in the past couple of
days the Minister for Health has been blaming the
ambulance unions for the delays in ambulance
response times, as well as the former government although the former government did not seem to
have the problem to the same extent as this
government.

People expected the government to honour its
pre-election promise that no Victorian would be
worse off. They expected the problems of the state to
be addressed in a mature, sensitive and consultative
way and believed that getting people back to work,
which should be the first priority of any
government, would be the government's first
priority. Instead, there have been massive
retrenchments from the public service, with an
indication in the autumn statement that there are
more to come.
As Kenneth Davidson said, the government has
greatly magnified Victoria's recession. The state is
lagging behind the other states because of the
massive unemployment brought about by
considerable retrenchments from the public
service - and there is no sympathy from the
government. Victorians want sensible solutions to
their problems, not the slash-and-burn actions they
have seen so far; they do not want Victoria turned
upside down by the economic policies that have
been introduced over the past 18 months. The
government has forgotten that its role is to protect
the weak and vulnerable while stimulating business
and trying to create employment.
The government has forgotten that not all Victorians
are the wealthy ones it rubs shoulders with on a
daily basis. Many people are very poor, must live
from week to week and cannot afford their existing
income to be reduced. They are the people who have
been brutalised by this government. They are the
single parents, the elderly on pensions, the disabled
and other low-income earning groups and they are
being forced to pay again and again for the
economic policies of the government. Government
members, just like opposition members, must have
many constituents coming to them expressing their
concerns and telling them how difficult it is to make
ends meet. Obviously, those concerns have not been

The delays in response times have resulted in the
untimely deaths of a number of people. The minister
and the government in general never seem to want
to take responsibility for their unpopular actions; it
is always someone else's fault. They always want to
sheet home the blame to someone else because they
are never to blame and they are never wrong.
Government backbenchers must realise that if a
significant amount of money or a Significant number
of personnel are removed from any government
support service, obviously there will be a Significant
effect. Services like the ambulance service should
not be seen primarily in terms of dollars and cents;
they should be seen as services to the community
and should be constantly under review. I agree with
the minister in that regard: the ambulance service
should be accountable and efficient, but money
should not be the sole criterion because it must
always be remembered that people's lives are at
stake.
I am sure every honourable member has a great deal
of sympathy for the family of the young woman
who died a fortnight ago after suffering an asthma
attack when the ambulance did not arrive in time.
Although none of us knew that young lady, next
weekend it could be a member of our families or
someone close to us who is caught in the same
emergency situation and requires an ambulance.
It is Significant that senior officers of the ambulance
service have been forced to resign because they
could not continue in a job where they believed
people's lives were going to be put at risk. In his
speech the Leader of the Opposition wondered how
appropriate it was for the Treasurer to allocate
$9 million for upgrading the offices of the Premier
and the Treasurer when the ambulance service was
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not responding to the needs of ordinary Victorians.
What are the priorities of this government? How can
it equate spending that amount of money while
people's lives are being threatened?
How can the government justify its failure to open
hospitals like Werribee? People in that area certainly
need the hospital beds that are waiting and ready,
but the minister has declared that she has no
intention of appointing an independent arbitrator to
try to resolve the situation. Therefore, those people
still have to wait for their hospital facilities.
Case-mix funding, of which the Minister for Health
appears to be very proud, is an inappropriate way of
caring for elderly Victorians before they are
admitted to hospital. Older people are more frail,
need more nursing and take longer to recover than
young people. Also, the discharge planning that is
supposed to be in place in most hospitals appears
not to be working. The opposition is constantly
being told about cases where inadequate discharge
planning took place before older people were sent
home.
My colleague the honourable member for Albert
Park and I attended a seminar on case-mix funding
and discharge planning at Mount Eliza some weeks
ago and some of the anecdotes we heard at that time
are of concern and should be of enormous concern to
the minister. One story concerned an elderly cancer
patient who was discharged in the small hours of
the morning and sent home to an elderly and
partially blind wife. That woman had not been
advised that her husband was being sent home in a
taxi - ambulances cannot accommodate very sick
people being discharged from hospital. He was
worried about disturbing his wife in the middle of
the night because he did not have a key and he
would have to get her up out of bed so that she
could let him into the home. Because of that worry
and because he was sent home without adequate
discharge planning, that man was back in hospital a
couple of days later.
We also heard a story about an elderly lady from a
nursing home in Frankston who sat for two days in
the emergency section of the Frankston hospital
waiting for a bed. It is unacceptable for elderly
people to be subjected to that type of treatment. I
note that a government member is nodding - Mr Perton interjected.
Mrs WILSON - I do not believe that. The
Department of Health and Community Services and
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the Minister for Health should investigate the
discharge planning procedures of all Victorian
hospitals. I think the elderly in particular should not
be sent home from hospital unless there is absolute
certainty that support is available for them in the
community and someone can care for them at home.
Home and community care workers should not be
depended upon to provide paramedic services, and I
have already expressed my concern about that to the
Minister for Aged Care.
Case-mix funding is also responsible for a number of
hospitals becoming selective about the type of
patient they will admit to their hospitals. Because of
budget constraints there is a tendency for hospitals
not to take patients who will not fit into the neat
little boxes determined by the various
diagnostic-related groups. Peter Elsen, the Director
of Medical Services at the Alfred hospital puts it this
way in a statement he gave to a conference recently:
Converting the complexity of people's health and
illnesses to numbers as a means of paying for health
services has a price - it erodes the importance of
individual differences.

That is exactly what case-mix funding is doing in
Victorian hospitals. It classifies everyone into little
boxes, and if they do not fit within the parameters of
those boxes they become problems. Case-mix
funding needs to be constantly monitored and new
formulas need to be introduced for the elderly, in
particular. If hospitals continue to be selective about
the patients they admit we could well see replicated
the situation that is alarming so many people in the
United Kingdom at present.
From my reading of it, the shadow Minister for
Health in the United Kingdom has recently accused
his counterpart of ignoring the needs of the frail and
elderly who are finding it almost impossible,
because of their age, to gain admittance to acute
public hospitals. I am sure that is not what we want
in Victoria, and I am positive that that is not what
Victorians would consider acceptable.
I was pleased that the federal government allocated
additional funds from the Medicare levy for
palliative care. Of all the health services that deal
with older people, palliative care is the one that has
my utmost admiration.
Dandenong has a very fine palliative care service. It
is starved of funds, of course, as are many other
health services, but does a remarkable job with the
funds it has available it. It covers an enormous area

APPROPRIA TION (INTERIM 1994-95) BILL
Friday, 6 May 1994

ASSEMBLY

1665

and a significant number of people are grateful for
its care. It has been able to recruit a number of
volunteers who are trying to raise funds so that
additional services can be provided.

to four-year-old children from a year at preschool
prior to going to primary school. We must ensure
that no child is denied a year at preschool because of
financial difficulties.

It appears that drug and alcohol abuse problems are
increasing because of the number of unemployed
people in the present economic situation. In the
Dandenong area the Westemport drug and alcohol
association is extending assistance to people who are
caught in the trap of alcoholism, depression or drug
abuse.

Most of the committees of the kindergartens are
working extremely hard to raise additional funds,
and their members understand that it is very
difficult to raise money in the present environment
with so many competing causes.

All members of this house have received numerous
complaints from parents with children of
kindergarten age. The government has tended to
trivialise the concerns of the opposition about the
decrease in funding for kindergartens and the
consequential rise in fees for those establishments.
There have been real problems in a number of areas,
particularly those where there are large numbers of
single parents and people living in flats. Two
kindergartens in my electorate have had great
difficulty filling the number of places available
because the parents have not been able to afford the
increase in fees. One kindergarten has children of 10
different nationalities, so one can only assume that
the kindergarten directress of that particular
establishment is either a miracle worker or a person
of infinite patience and sensitivity.
We are talking about parents with so few of this
world's goods that many of them do not even have a
television in their own house. Their children
desperately need to go to kindergarten and
kindergartens desperately need extra money from
the government to accommodate that need.
I was interested to hear the Minister for Community
Services respond to the honourable member for
Bendigo West in the adjournment debate a few
nights ago when he was told that one of the
kindergartens in his area, which is in a similar
situation to mine, would receive additional funding.
I hope the minister will ensure that additional
funding applies to all kindergartens in similar
situations right across the state. It would be
extremely unfair if he were to apply that to only one
kindergarten in the electorate of a government
member.
I have had a long and personal association with
many of the preschools in my own electorate. Most
of the female members in this house and many of
the male members understand the enormous benefit

It is no secret that intellectual disability services is an
area in which I have enormous interest.
Intellectually disabled people are perhaps the most
vulnerable people in our SOCiety; they need the
support not just of the government but of the
community as a whole.

I have a personal involvement with a group known
as Wallara, established in the Dandenong area for
more than 30 years. That group has suffered a 30 per
cent decrease in funding. It has to find that money
itself to keep the centre running. We are now also
threatened with the closure of the hostel at Walla ra,
which accommodates 30 intellectually disabled
people. This is despite the fact that the residents all
wish to remain in residence at the hostel and that the
hostel is extremely cost effective.
I thought that fact would have been very attractive
to the government. It costs $11 200 per annum to
keep an intellectually handicapped person at a
hostel like Wallara; yet the government has said it
wants those people to be placed in community
residential units, which cost apprOximately $35 000
per annum per person.
Hostels seem to be appropriate for other groups of
people, such as the elderly, so one has to ask: why
not for the intellectually handicapped?
I am extremely disappointed at the withdrawal of
funding that had been committed by the previous
government for a community health centre at
Dandenong. The previous government had given
the Dandenong community health centre committee
sufficient funds to purchase a building and to have
core staff employed. Unfortunately, when this
government came to office through its
penny-pinching and cost-cutting measures it
withdrew that funding because the committee had
not been able to find a suitable building.
I emphasise to the Minister for Health that
Dandenong has a large elderly population, a high
percentage of migrants and a large number of young
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unemployed people. As the minister would also
know, we have an environmental health problem
coming from the Dandenong offensive industry
zone, so the need for a health centre in that part of
Melbourne is probably more pressing than in many
other areas, and I urge the minister to give the most
serious consideration to restoration of the funds and
to assist in the establishment of a community health
centre.
In conclusion I shall comment on the lack of
information in the budget and generally from the
government to the opposition. Victorians do not
enjoy open government. At present many things that
are relevant to our constituents are cloaked in
secrecy. I believe in a democratic SOCiety. All
Victorians should have the same information made
available to them through their local members. This
important information should not be the prerogative
of government members alone.

Ms KIRNER (Williamstown) - The
Appropriation (Interim 1994-95) Bill and the
economic statement on which it is based are
suffering from an overdose of market ideology. It is
an ideology based on a narrow market-based
approach: an approach that places constraints on
fiscal management to the exclusion of almost
everything else. It makes the fundamental mistake of
eliminating outcomes for people and equity from its
appropriation equation.
I am the first to admit that there are extraordinarily
effective elements in the Treasurer's economic
statement, and I acknowledge the role that he has
played in the past 18 months. There are some parts
of his approach that I admire and that are in the best
interests of Victoria.
For example, I believe the creation by the Treasurer
of an effective Treasury bureaucracy and
consultancy apparatus which is capable of providing
good financial analysis, estimates and trends is
important for Victoria, and the task of my
government would have been made much easier if
the bureaucracy had not been allowed to collapse
after the departure of Mr Jolly and Mr Sheehan.
The creation of the Treasury Corporation of Victoria
has been most important for Victoria in managing
debt and investment in an integrated way. Normally
I am a forgiving person, but it will take me quite
some time to forgive the honourable member for
Brighton and the opposition at the time for refusing,
in an apparent desire to maximise the debt and
defidt for political purposes prior to the election, to
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allow the fonner government to set up the Treasury
Corporation of Victoria. The former government
wanted to do it but was not allowed to, and the
Treasury Corporation of Victoria is now working
effectively for Victoria. This fact is shown in the
outcome of the economic statement.
I believe it was absolutely essential to increase the
revenue of the state in line with expenditure. I do
not agree with the inequitable impact of the revenue
measures in the bill and the economic statement;
however I understand that it is absolutely essential
to increase the revenues of the state to a better
balance.
I certainly wish it had been done some five years
ago. It is infuriating to see that the very proposals
that were put forward in many economic revenue
measures by my government and opposed by the
fonner opposition have now been included, quite
rightly, in the document.
One measure that the opposition would never have
included is the inequitable $100 poll tax. The poll tax
is one of the most cynical pieces of government
action in a long time. It is cynical in two ways:
firstly, because it is applied equally to all people
regardless of their income levels, and secondly,
because it is perfectly clear from every analysis of
the economic statement and appropriation bill that
the Victorian recurrent budget is already in balance.
Therefore the $100 poll tax is being left on simply for
blatant political purposes: the government thinks
people will feel a lot better if they are told that it can
come off just before the next election.
The $100 poll tax is not necessary and it is not even
good financial management, because good financial
management includes confidence. There is an
increase in confidence in the Victorian economy as
people move further away from the disasters of
Pyramid, the State Bank and the national and
international recession, but there is not an increase
in consumer spending - indeed it has declined over
the past couple of months. It is important in a
financial sense to do something about the issue of
the $100 poll tax, which stands as a symbol of
ineffective financial management and blatant
political grandstanding.
It is financial management, not economic
management, that drives the economic statement.
Although the government is doing well in tightening
fiscal management, it is of concern to most economic
analysts that total economic management has not yet
been embraced by the government.
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Mr Perton interjected.
Ms KIRNER - Yes, it is, actually; I will come
back to that, and I am appreciative of the
interjection. Economic management - that is,
management of the total Victorian economy - is
about not only fiscal management but economic
strategic planning, environmental delivery and
social service delivery. What is disappointing about
the bill and economic statement is that they look
only at fiscal management as a road to recovery, yet
the indicators on matters like employment show
clearly that fiscal management is not a sufficient
road to recovery.
Mr Perton - It is a necessary element!
Ms KIRNER - Absolutely, a necessary element.
Although one might disagree with parts of that, it is
certainly an essential element, but unless it is
balanced with the role that the public sector and
services can play in rejuvenating the economy, it is
likely to be as out of balance as effective
mismanagement can be to an economy.
Mr Perton interjected.
Ms KIRNER - Indeed!
Mr Perton interjected.
Ms KIRNER - I would love to answer these
interjections but it is disorderly to do so when the
honourable member is not sitting in his place. If he
would go and sit in his place I would be delighted to
answer his interjections, but - Mr Perton interjected.
Ms KIRNER - I do not want to be disorderly.
The ACTING SPEAKER (MrRichardson)Order! The honourable member for Doncaster is
being disorderly, and the honourable member for
Williamstown is encouraging him.
Mr Finn - Shameful!
Ms KIRNER - Does tha t remain on the record,
that I actually encouraged the honourable member
for Doncaster? What a worry!
Mr Perton - Not one Labor member is present!
Ms KIRNER - I suspect they are out doing
much more important things.
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Honourable members interjecting.
An Honourable Member - Counting the
numbers!

Ms KIRNER - Never mind: sanity prevails in
the house, if not elsewhere.
The ACTING SPEAKER - Order! I believe the
score to be about 15 all, and I would like the game to
end there.
Ms KIRNER - It is clearly not a love game,
anyway.
Mr Perton - TIlat is appalling!
Ms KIRNER - Yes, that was pretty awful,
wasn't it? The Victorian economy is in continuing
and grave danger of being outstripped by the
Western Australian and Queensland economies.
What the Evatt Foundation report showsalthough it gives high marks to the fiscal
management of the current government - is a
potential undermining of economic outcomes. This
is reflected by the government's positioning of the
public sector of a state literally under siege. There is
no other way to describe the government's attack on
the public sector. It has been predicted that by the
end of the period 1991 to 1994,58000 people will
have left the public sector - the majority during the
period of this government. TIlat figure represents a
decline of approximately 21 per cent in public sector
employment, which would be the largest decline in
the public sector anywhere in the world.
This has caused concern because of the effect it has
had on services such as public transport. It is clear to
most people using Melbourne's roads that although
public transport reform had to be undertaken, staff
reductions and other reforms have resulted in an
overload of the road system. Road traffic has
increased to an unacceptable level, which is having
an increasing impact on the environment. It is a
matter of balance, and any government that is not
totally obsessed by its credit rating with Moody's
Investors Service would take the issue on board.
The government has removed 7500 teachers from
the profeSSion, which is the greatest attack on
students and schools by any government in
Australia. Although there was room for some
reforms there is no doubt the government has gone
too far. In fact it has gone further than the education
bureaucrats who deal with the budget, who are not
known for their competence - -
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Mr Perton interjected.
Ms KIRNER - No, you have employed new
ones. Those bureaucrats who are not known for their
competence in the area of budget projections now
find they have gone too far. Those honourable
members who have complaints about the cuts to the
breadth of the curriculum programs, the number of
social welfare coordinators, the amount of sport and
the number of camps and excursions could go to the
education department and ask: 'Have you actually
exceeded your budget targets? Have you put more
people out of the system than you meant to? What
effect is this having?'. Teachers are being driven into
the ground. They are losing their capacity to deliver
a full education program to students and as a result
conditions are returning to those that obtained
during the days when teachers believed the only
role they could fulfil when dealing with large classes
and a lack of specialist staff was to manage by using
day-to-day classroom techniques. Tha t is not the
way to run a good education system.
The future of our economy, as the Minister for
Industry and Employment knows, rests in the level
of education and training of the state's citizens. The
competitive strength of this state rests in the quality
of its education and training. Victoria had the best
education and training systems in Australia. That
was acknowledged by analyst after analyst.
However, that is being put at risk. It is possible for
the government to do something before it is too late.
It should redraft the bill and the economic statement
and put these matters in balance. The bill should be
withdrawn, not for political reasons or because there
might be an election in 12 months time, but to
protect the competitive strength of our state in
education and training.
We can see the chinks in the retention rates for the
first time in five years. Retention rates are declining,
and that is a disgrace. It is a direct result of the
education cuts. The children of Melbourne now
know that the government is not serious about their
finishing their education.
The measure that I am most proud of those achieved
during the former government's time in office was
the increase in retention rates from 25 per cent to
75 per cent. That is an extraordinary achievement in
one decade. We did not do it with resources because
the resources actually levelled out in the last couple
of years of our government, but we did it because
we believed all students should be given the
opportunity of completing their schooling. The
honourable member for Bendigo West knows what I

Friday. 6 May 1994

am talking about because in his electorate - I am
pleased to see he is working hard for it - is one of
the best schools in the state, Bendigo Senior
Secondary College. In fact it is the best senior college
in the state, and that is because when we were in
government, and I was education minister for part
of that time, we believed the students were entitled
to an education as good as they would get at Scotch
College or any other private school.
We not only increased retention rates but also began
to arrest the move of students from government to
non-government schools. That is the case in Bendigo
where its senior college wiped the floor with the
non-government schools, not from an ideological
position but because of the opportunity that was
given to students. Because of the drastic education
cuts to education resources, the drift from
government to non-government schools has
increased.
Mr Jenkins - But not in Bendigo!
Ms KIRNER - Yes, not in Bendigo. Every school
should be not only as effectively resourced as the
dendigo Senior Secondary College but also as
effectively led by its principal, teachers and school
council. However, the opportunity of doing that
must be provided and the government is not doing
that.
The aspect that has caused most concern in the bill is
the government's consistent ideological attack on the
public sector, whether it be quality of service, the
ability of the public service to provide frank and
fearless advice or the fact that the government has
gone for the jugular and removed the ability of
people to be advocates for themselves or obtain
adequate information to make their own decisions. I
shall give the house one example of the frank and
fearless advice being provided by a bureaucrat.
Recently, as local member, I rang a department
because I wanted some information about a
constituent issue. It took me three telephone calls to
get somebody who was game enough to take the call
from me as the member for Williamstown. I do not
believe the minister said, 'Don't take telephone calls
from the member for Williamstown'. It is because of
a climate of fear in the bureaucracy that public
servants are not prepared to move until they have
checked with somebody else. Staff are no longer
prepared to give frank and fearless advice.
Whenever I meet them casually at parties or in the
street, that is exactly what they say. Why is there
that climate of fear? It is because they know that
these days the essential purpose of the public service
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is to deliver advice to a Premier who regards any
criticism of the government as un-Victorian.

Hr .Jurable members need only consider the
incidents at Northland Secondary College over the
past couple of days. A woman who is the best
Aboriginal teacher-educator in the state, Dedrie Bux,
has been running what is called a rebel school in the
sporting pavilion. She has been all that has stood
between the few Aboriginal children left at
Northland staying at school and their roaming the
streets. She has been directed by Geoff Spring to go
to Banksia Secondary College because this
government believes the Banksia college can
eventually offer a decent Aboriginal education.
The Aboriginal community does not want its
children to go to Banksia Secondary College,
regardless of the minister's view of what is good for
Aborigines. Dedrie has said, 'No, I am going to stay
with the students'. What has the government done?
Has it sat down with the Aboriginal community and
the parents of the children and asked what is the
best way to fix the problem? Don't be silly! The
government knows best. It adopts its usual
hobnail-boot approach and says, 'She will not do
what she is told. We will stop her pay'. Never mind
that under the liberal traditions of previous Liberal
governments - and under our liberal traditions there was a policy of allowing Aboriginal
communities to determine who were employed as
Aboriginal educators and where they were
employed.
I am sure each member of the house, no matter on
which side, could tell a story about the climate of
fear that is a feature of this government's rule. lhat
is sad for the future of effective financial
management. Strong public sector functions and
structures are an essential underpinning of a strong
private sector. It is simply not true to say that a
strong public sector undermines the strength of or
crowds out the private sector.

Much of the American economic analysis that is
being carried out under the Clinton-Gore
administration makes that point strongly. An
advanced private sector needs an effective public
sector. That does not mean the public sector has to
be huge, but it has to be effective and
people-oriented. The Evatt Foundation report, which
was launched in Victoria yesterday, makes that
point well:
Ratings agencies tell us next to nothing about whether
a government is fulfilling its major obligations to the

public. Yet Australian governments rely on such
analyses to make decisions that ultimateJ~,. affect the
lives of ordinary people.
The State of Australian Government is the first attempt
undertaken in this country to broaden the evaluation of
government to encompass not just fiscal but social and
environmental performance as well. Drawing together
all the available statistics, it offers an exacting and
comprehensive assessment of Australian governments
and ranks the states in a 'league table' according to
their performance.
The State of Australian Government judges Australia's
governments by their capacity to advance the rights of
citizens.

That is the way the economic statement should be
judged. If it is judged in that way, it will be found
wanting in employment policy. I would be the first
to admit that, by themselves, state governments
cannot resolve employment issues. Of course, that
was the view of the then coalition opposition before
it came to government.
Members of the public and I resent the Premier's
instant change of mind on employment. I can
remember him standing up, full of confidence, to
take part in the debate on Channel 9 just before the
election. His first promise was that he - not the
federal government and not the private sector but
he, Jeff Kennett - would restore employment to the
state of Victoria. What has he done?
An honourable member interjected.
Ms KIRNER - He has set the pattern all right.
He has set a pattern of increased unemployment.
Unemployment in Victoria is now higher than it was
when my government left office. What an
indictment of this government! Why is that so? In
part it is because the cuts to the public sector have
been made too deeply and too quickly to maintain
growth in the private sector.
I know that reading Tim Colebatch with his Weeties
upsets the Treasurer. I have never known a
Treasurer who, after reading Tim Colebatch with his
Wee ties, feels that he has to write little letters to the
editor venting his spleen just so the rest of his day is
not upset. In Shakespearian terms, which would be
dear to your heart, Mr Acting Speaker, methinks he
protests too much. The fact is that this Treasurer and
this government have increased unemployment.
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That brings me back to the point I made at the
beginning of my contribution. The economic
statement and the appropriation bill are flawed
because basically they are about only financial
management. The statement is not about economic,
environmental or social progress. It does not
guarantee equitable outcomes for the people of
Victoria; and it continues to take power away from
the people.
One interesting aspect of the statement is its promise
of what is described as a vast new capital works
program. I was impressed with the promise to build
10 new schools - 4 fewer than are needed and
4 fewer than were promised in the budget two years
ago! If the government had not been so ideologically
pure, those schools and the many other building
projects referred to in the budget would have been
on the drawing board now and our unemployment
figures would look as though they were going down.
The promises for capital works in the environment
area are interesting. Who says we need a
backpackers' hostel at Wilsons Promontory that
caters for 40 people a night? Wilsons Promontory
has been built up to the stage where the
environment is unlikely to be able to cope with any
more people. During Easter and Christmas Wilsons
Promontory becomes a small town. Yet for tourist
reasons this government wants to build a
backpackers' hostel in the area; and it will be able to
do so because the Minister for Conservation and
Environment in the other place has taken to himself
the powers our government so carefully gave to the
people. That is only a little promise but in many
ways it sums up the arrogance, lack of care, lack of
participation and lack of a broad approach to
financial planning of the government.
That is the underlying philosophy of the statement:
it puts figures first rather than people and it puts
means first rather than outcomes - it is essentially a
political document rather than a statement about
Victoria's future.
Or VAUGHAN (Clayton) - The Victorian
community is facing continued economic hardship
and is falling behind other sections of the Australian
community: negative trends are continuing, Victoria
is the home of the highest unemployment rate in
Australia, everyone knows somebody who has
either moved or is considering moving to
Queensland, basic services have been slashed in the
most ruthless way and optimism about the future
has been crushed. Although optimism might be felt
elsewhere in Australia, any sense of optimism in
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Victoria has been £la ttened by a misguided
government.
When in opposition the present government set out
on a political course to deliberately sabotage the
Victorian economy to meet its own political ends: it
either threatened to block or did block necessary
revenue increases designed to address growing
economic problems in the Victorian economy,
blocked improvements to the efficiency and
financial management of the Victorian public sector
and talked down the economy.
In its early months in office the present government

inflicted on the community massive changes in state
taxes and charges and after almost two years in
power continues to hold those taxes and charges at
extremely high levels. In addressing short-term
budgetary considerations the government has
inflicted considerable economic and social damage
on the Victorian community. It has attempted,
fortunately unsuccessfully, to impose on the
community potentially damaging industrial
relations policies and has pursued a policy of high
unemployment through a process of talking down
the Victorian economy and excessive downsizing of
the public sector.
I would be interested to know who history will
judge as the so-called 'guilty party' of the 19805. If
the Labor government that held power between
1982 and 1992 had one fault it was failing to win
control of the Legislative Council. It was hamstrung
in the process of governing by a ruthless, uncaring
and politically opportunistic opposition's control of
the Legislative Council. Paradoxically, in my view
the stranglehold that the present government has on
political power in Victoria is also its greatest
weakness.
Since 1992 there has been almost unchecked political
power in the hands of the executive government in
Victoria. Signs abound of the abuse of that power
and over time the stench of corruption will surely
follow. I am not making a personal accusation about
anyone, but the lesson of history is that when there
is no effective check on the power of an arrogant
government, corruption will surely follow.
You can tell a lot about a government by its attitude
to those that criticise or oppose it, or who merely
question the direction being taken. Since October
1992 those sections of a fairly intimidated media in
Victoria that have dared to continue to question the
actions of the government and the Premier have
been the subject of a torrent of abuse, intimidation
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and, in some instances, boycott. The experiences of
the 7.30 Report and Sunday Age journalists are
examples. The bullies in the current government
have attempted to browbeat, intimidate and harass
those in every section of the media who merely
question the wisdom of government policies.
Not only has the media been subject to this policy of
intimidation, prominent Australians such as
Mr Justice Fogarty and the former Commissioner for
Equal Opportunity in Victoria, Ms Moira Rayner,
have been subject to even more personal and vicious
levels of intimidation.
The politics of abuse in Victoria have been raised to
an art form by those who wield executive power.
They should know better because the capacity to
listen to those who criticise and question the
direction being taken, even if they are wrong, is
fundamental to good democratic government.
However, I suspect that much of the criticism being
made of the current government is not terribly
wrong at all. We have a government that does not
listen but responds aggressively and with a torrent
of abuse to anyone who questions the wisdom of its
policy directions and decisions.
The restructure of local government is causing a
great deal of interest across Victoria.The former
Labor government attempted to achieve progress on
that issue. That government's failure to win control
of the Legislative Council and its attempts to govern
without it had a lot to do with why so little was
achieved. The ruthless and unprincipled opposition
in the Legislative Council blocked the change that
was obviously needed and exploited the
opportunity for its own political ends, putting the
coalition's march towards power and privilege
ahead of the wellbeing of the Victorian community.
Debate interrupted pursuant to sessional orders.
Sitting suspended 1.00 p.m. until 2.06 p.m.

ABSENCE OF MINISTERS
The SPEAKER -Order! I advise the house that
the Minister for Community Services and the
Minister for Agriculture will be absent from
question time today, as will the Minister for Small
Business and the Minister for Energy and Minerals.
The Minister for Finance will handle matters relating
to the community services portfolio and the Minister
for Industry and Employment will handle any
matters relating to the agricultural portfolio.
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QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE
Grand prix
Mr BRUMBY (Leader of the Opposition) - I
refer the Premier to today's resignation from
Melbourne Water of Mr Richard Burke, the man
responsible for maintaining Albert Park and its
surrounds, and to his comments that the grand prix
will destroy Albert Park and that the whole process
has been conducted in secret with no consultation.
Will the Premier instigate a full, open and public
inquiry into the suitability of Albert Park for the
grand prix compared to other sites, such as
Sandown and Phillip Island?
Mr KENNETT (Premier) - The Leader of the
OppOSition is absolutely predictable in everything
he asks. That is such a stupid question; even Clyde
Holding would not have asked it. Clyde Holding, a
former opposition leader, did not once ask such a
stupid question, and he went on to higher office!
Mr Dick Burke made some comments today. He was
the manager of Albert Park until January 1992 and
served that park and the community of Victoria well
for over 30 years.
An honourable member interjected.

The SPEAKER - Order!
Mr KENNETf - In January 1992, when
Melbourne Parks and Waterways was appointed to
manage Albert Park by the former government,
Mr Burke was appointed as the operations manager.
Over the period that has ensued a new manager has
been appointed at Albert Park, a Miss Ann Oldham,
who has been totally responsible for its future
planning and development.
In March Mr Burke advised Melbourne Parks and
Waterways that he intended to retire. Today he
again made some comments. At no stage has
Mr Burke been involved in the development or the
layout of the track or the subsequent - Mr Brumby interjected.
Mr KENNEIT - If he was not involved, how
would he know, stupid? How would he know?
Mr Brumby interjected.
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Mr KENNElT - You are an Empty Suit--

Honourable members interjecting.
U?pOSlllOn Has d~,'l:"':' ms queshon ana i ask him to
listen to the answer in silence.
Mr KENNETf - Mr Burke has no knowledge of
the extensive programming that has been done, not
only for the Albert Park grand prix track, but for the
entire area. The presentation of the track was put to
the safety and circuits committee of the Federation
Intemationale de l' Automobile. It was approved,
with slight changes being made to some safety
aspects in the conduct of the race, which will be
taken into consideration.
When the plans are announced at the end of this
month, after the first meeting of the new board that
will run the grand prix for the next 10 years, the
people of Melbourne and the community will realise
that this is a major revitalisation of the entire park
and its environs. The park will be available to the
community in a way that it is not available today; it
will add to the asset base of the state.
There will be no further review. The only people
who ever ask for committees or reviews are those
who cannot make decisions. That is exemplified by
the stupid question that the Leader of the
Opposition asked today.

Employment: federal white paper
Mr TURNER (Bendigo West) - Will the Premier
advise the house of the impact on Victoria of the
federal government's white paper on employment
opportunities?
Mr KENNETT (Premier) - As the community of
Victoria knows and as Parliament appreciates, over
the past 18 months Victoria has been involved in a
program to re-secure its financial base and put into
place opportunities for long-term growth and
development of the state.
I have said before, and I say again, that the
government has a good working relationship with
the federal government. There is a very good
personal working relationship between the Prime
Minister and me and the federal Treasurer and the
state Treasurer. That benefits all communities. We
disagree - sometimes quite profoundly - over
some issues that are obvious to all.
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Honourable members interjecting.
Mr KENNElT - The tragedy for Victorians and
Australians is that the white paper seeks to turn
back the clock to the 1970s by developing programs
which have been tried in the past and which have
failed. It is important for Australians to understand
that although the programs may provide some
short-term opportunities for the unemployed, as the
subsidy periods expire, and as occurred in the past,
the people in the programs lose access to
employment. In the meantime, the programs
increase Australia's debt and deficit. Interest rates
for housing, white goods and motor vehicles will be
forced up substantially.
The package does not address the fundamental
ingredient that Australia requires to be addressed:
the industrial relations issue that holds the country
back.
Based on past experience, the package will not and
cannot work. No country in the region is adopting
that approach to address the challenges of the
future. The Prime Minister is not only putting at risk
Victoria's recovery, but also Australia's economic
performance as it goes into the 21st century.
Honourable members opposite, particularly those
making the inane interjections, will probably move
through their lives in some comfort, but the young
men and women who are finishing tertiary
education and those currently in secondary
education now know clearly that the federal
government is not able to put into place the
programs necessary to meet their aspirations and
provide for their security.

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr KENNETI - The white paper will not
provide the opportunities it seeks to provide. It is
the wrong approach for the 1990s and the 21st
century and, unfortunately, its impact will flow to
Victoria and reduce by some percentage the good
work the government is doing with the community
to restore opportunities for the majority.

Am bulance services
Mr THWAITES (Albert Park) - I refer the
Minister for Health to her excuse in the house
yesterday that on 23 April, the night Michelle Galvin
died, there were 421 emergency ambulance calls
compared with an average in March of 356. Given
that on the following Saturday there were
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417 emergency calls and on the previous Saturday
396 emergency calls, will the minister assure
Victorians that ambulance services on Saturday
nights are adequate and that older people, asthma
sufferers and motorists are not at risk?

Mrs TEHAN (Minister for Health) - I thank the
honourable member for Albert Park for his great
interest in ambulance services as reflected over the
past few days. Yes, I can give an unqualified
assurance that the people of Melbourne are being
well served by the Metropolitan Ambulance Service.
I can give four reasons why they are not only well
served but far better served than they were two
years ago when the state was administered by the
former Labor government. Over 24 hours, there are
between 10 and 20 more emergency vehicles
available than there were in 1992.
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Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer) - Shortly after
question time I will be releasing the March
Niemeyer statement at a press conference outside
the back door of Parliament House. The current
account deficit for March is $615 million compared
with an original budget target of $1521 million. That
puts the government on track. It again exceeds the
plans that would have represented the biggest
turnaround in Australia's history. It does not
warrant a policy change of the kind for which the
Leader of the Opposition constantly calls.
The Leader of the Opposition has a contradictory
pOSition in more than one respect. Although he
acknowledged that the previous Labor government
made mistakes in the past, now the author of all the
mistakes - the socialist left real Treasurer - has
been elevated to the position of policy adviser to the
Leader of the Opposition.

Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER - Order! I will not allow
question time to proceed in its current fashion. The
honourable member for Albert Park has asked his
question and deserves to have the answer heard in
silence.
Mrs TEHAN - How can I give the unqualified
assurance that the people of Melbourne are well
served by the ambulance services? As I said, there
are now more emergency vehicles. Since the Labor
government lost power 12 new manned stations
have been added. The number of manned stations
has increased from 33 to 45. Whereas in 1992 there
were 108 paramedics, in 1994 there are 126, with 30
in training. There has been a considerable increase in
the response time. In 1992, 90 per cent of
emergencies were addressed within 16 minutes; in
1994, 95 per cent of emergencies are regularly met in
16 minutes. They are the four criteria: the increased
number of emergency vehicles, the number of
paramedics, the number of stations and the
improved response time. That is why I can
confidently say yes to the honourable member's
question. The government has confidence that the
old, the asthmatics and people with serious illnesses
will receive a very good -and improvingresponse from the Metropolitan Ambulance Service.

Niemeyer statement
Mr LUPTON (Knox) - Will the Treasurer advise
the house when the Niemeyer statement will be
released and what the figures show about the
government's economic and financial poliCies over
the past 19 months?

Mr THOMSON (Pascoe Vale) - On a point of
order, Mr Speaker, I direct your attention to
standing order no. 127. The Treasurer was asked a
question about the March Niemeyer statement and
the performance of the government's economic
policies over the past 19 months. The Treasurer is
now debating the question. I ask you to bring him
back to the question.
Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer) - On the point of
order, Mr Speaker, nothing could be more relevant
to the government's economic policies and what the
Australian Financial Reviw has called Victoria's
economic miracle than to contrast it with the
muddle-headed approach of the Leader of the
OppOSition.
The SPEAKER - Order! I have heard sufficient
on the point of order. Although I am not prepared to
invoke standing order no. 127, I ask the Treasurer to
keep his remarks relevant to the question.
Mr STOCKDALE - The Niemeyer statement
reports on the progress of the government's financial
and economic management. Nothing could more
relevantly mark the brighter future Victoria is seeing
opening up before it than to point to the causes of
the problems with which the government has to
grapple and to point to the alternative offered by the
Leader of the Opposition. In the coming budget year
the government is looking at improving Victoria's
financial position to the point where it will have
virtually a zero borrowing requirement in 1994-95.
For practical purposes, in a budget of approximately
$15 billion the government is budgeting for an
outcome of an overall budget deficit of less than

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE
1674

ASSEMBLY

$100 million. No previous Victorian
government - particularly the Labor
government - came anywhere near slowing the
growth in debt.
We know that, although the Leader of the
Opposition said he did not want to be shadow
Treasurer, he now must be; that was a condition the
socialist left imposed on him as a means of keeping
his position. In the Age of 17 February the now
shadow Treasurer - and Melbourne Grammar
boy - said he did not enjoy studying commerce and
that he studied commerce-The SPEAKER - Order! Under the standing
orders I am compelled to interrupt the Treasurer,
who is now straying from the question. I ask him to
come back to the question.
Mr STOCKDALE - Victorians have a
tremendous interest in the government's
achievements in turning around the financial mess it
inherited from the fonner government.
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recurrent spending. The Leader of the Opposition
has repeatedly called for increases in recurrent
spending. The Niemeyer statement records that
Victoria has had to increase revenue while
protecting its business base from those revenue
increases. The Leader of the Opposition has
repeatedly called for tax reform and reductions. The
government is increasing capital spending. While
asking for reductions in debt, the Leader of the
Opposition is calling for even bigger increases in
capital spending. Those two factors are simply
incompatible. The Leader of the Opposition recently
said:
All honourable members opposite would do well to
learn something from the Victorian Treasurer so that if
they ever do win government again they will not botch
it up as much.

That is, as much as in the past. The only problem is
that he was speaking about Rob Jolly, who created
the mess this government must dean up.

Ambulance services
An opposition member interjected.

Mr STOCKDALE - Your personal presence on
the front bench is lasting evidence of the paucity of
talent on your side of the house. We now have a
threat to the progress reported in the Niemeyer
statement: the Leader of the Opposition said the
only reason he studied commerce at Melbourne
University was 'because that's what my father did'.
He did not much like commerce and clearly the real
shadow Treasurer - the honourable member for
Northcote - did not like commerce, either. It was he
who actually took the Labor Party into opposition and now the Leader of the Opposition is trying to
keep them there! The government has reduced
recurrent spending. The Leader of the OppOSition
stands for reducing recurrent spending - Mr DOLLIS (Richmond) - On a point of order,
Mr Speaker, you are well aware of standing order
no. 127. I ask you to observe the standing orders and
ask the Treasurer to answer the question.
The SPEAKER - Order! The Speaker must walk
a fine line and exercise a fine point of judgment. The
Treasurer is quite entitled to compare and contrast. I
judge that he is doing so now. I do not uphold the
point of order. I ask the Treasurer to complete his
answer.
Mr STOCKDALE - The Niemeyer statement
records the fact that the government is reducing

Mr THWAITES (Albert Park) - I refer the
Minister for Health to the death of Mr David FeIU1
who was struck and killed by a car on the West Gate
Freeway. No ambulance was available and an
ambulance officer was forced to travel in a police
car - which presumably is one of the additional
ambulances - to the scene, arriving 15 minutes after
the accident and without equipment. Did this occur
because there are now 20 fewer officers and 11 fewer
ambulances available for emergencies in the western
suburbs.
Mrs TEHAN (Minister for Health) - I thank the
honourable member and the mouthpiece for the
ambulance union, who will no doubt continue to
bring in all manner of incidents that the unions
continue to feed him for questions. I said
categorically in answer to a previous question that
because of the four key criteria, the ambulance
service in Melbourne is providing far better service
than it ever did under 10 years of Labor government.

Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER - Order! I remind the opposition
that it is their question. If the barrage of interjections
continues, I will call the next question.
Mrs TEHAN - The honourable member referred
to services in the western suburbs of Melbourne. I
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refer him to a recent article in the Western Times
which says:
Thomastown's new ambulance has substantially
bettered emergency response times in its area.

11lat article was from the local paper in
Thomastown.

Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER - Order! I have already advised
the house that I will call the next question. I warn
interjectors to remain silent.
Mrs TEHAN - I refer to a number of new
stations around Melbourne including Thomastown,
Cranbourne and Montrose - all across Melbourne. I
refer especially to Thomastown because it is a
Labor-held seat, and is indicative of the neglect of
the western suburbs and even Labor-held seats
during the past 10 years!
The government has brought improved services to
those areas that were so neglected by Labor. Let me
tell the house what has happened in Thomastown,
according to the press article to which I earlier
referred:
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The SPEAKER - Order! It is not up to the Chair
to direct a minister how she should answer a
question.
Mrs TEHAN (Minister for Health) - The 12 new
ambulance stations are across metropolitan
Melbourne; some are in the western suburbs. One is
at Montrose, one at Thomastown and one at
Cranbourne. There is no doubt that the response
times have improved dramatically. The differences
in response times, in capacity, in vehicles and in
paramedics - Mr Baker - There are a million people out there.
The SPEAKER - Order! I advise the honourable
member for Sunshine that there may be one million
and one because he will be joining them! There has
been enough interjection.
Mrs TEHAN - On those four key criteria there is
no doubt that across metropolitan Melbourne,
including the western suburbs, there is an improved
service by marked degrees. There will always be
some incidents when the response cannot be met in
the acceptable time. I repeat: 95 per cent of responses
are within the acceptable time.

Flinders Street railway station
Thomastown's new ambulance has substantially
bettered emergency response times in its area.
Thomastown team manager with the Metropolitan
Ambulance Service, Mr Michael CostoIloe, said the
team averaged 7 minutes to reach 150 - -

Mr HAERMEYER (Yan Yean) -On a point of
order, Mr Speaker, the question was about - -

Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER - Order! I caution the
honourable members for MOrnington and
Mordialloc. They are to remain silent.
Mr HAERMEYER - The question was about
ambulance services in the western suburbs. The
minister has been talking for some 2 minutes about
Thomastown, which is nowhere near the western
suburbs. Will you draw her back to the question?
The SPEAKER - Order! There is no point of
order.

Honourable members interjecting.

Mr THOMPSON (Sandringham) - Will the
Minister for Public Transport inform the house of
the government's future plans for Hinders Street
station?
Mr BROWN (Minister for Public Transport) - I
thank the honourable member for his question about
what is undoubtedly the symbol of Melbourne.

Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER - Order! Will the minister pause
until the house comes to order?
Mr BROWN - Certainly, Mr Speaker, I have
plenty of time.

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr BROWN - Another 15 years!
If you ask anyone which city building best
symbolises Melbourne, the answer of course is
Flinders Street railway station. It is as much an icon
in this city as our much-loved W<lass trams.
Flinders Street station is one of the world's greatest
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railway stations. It is the jewel in the crown of the
public transport system and is used daily by more
than 100 000 commuters. Even its docks have been a
traditional meeting place for some generations of
young Melburnians.
It is well known that under the 10 years of the Labor

government the station was generally allowed to
decay and deteriorate, despite quite grand plans for
redevelopment. It is true to say that a decade of
Labor government left this grand station a shadow
of its fonner self.
Last year I announced a 10-point plan to revitalise
the station.
Mr Sandon interjected.
Mr BROWN - I am not having a press
conference at the rear of Parliament House. I want to
make it clear what is happening!

Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER - Order! I have already said that
question time cannot proceed with a barrage of
interjections. I ask the house to use some discretion
and judgment. I call the Minister for Public
Transport to complete his answer.
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Street railway station. It is possible that many of the
trains that now terminate at Spencer Street station,
particularly those with rural commuters, could come
to the more central point of Hinders Street station.
I also wish to determine whether a link between the
new casino and the National Tennis Centre through
Hinders Street station is a viable pOSSibility. If the
study which we are commissioning shows it is
possible to put most of the trains into Hinders Street
station as the termination pOint, particularly for
those from rural Victoria, it will dearly be beneficial
to hundreds of thousands of commuters in the
future.
I assure the house that whatever the outcome of that
study, Spencer Street station will continue to operate
as an important part of our rail network. However
all honourable members would agree that the
central role of Flinders Street station in Victoria's
public transport system must be protected and, if
possible, enhanced. Today's announcement will
ensure that that remains the case.

APPROPRIATION (INTERIM 1994-95)
BILL
Second reading
Debate resumed.

Mr BROWN - Today I am pleased to announce
the first external refurbishment and painting of the
station in more than a decade, at a cost of $1 million.
It will get a long-overdue facelift which, I have
directed the Public Transport Corporation, will be
finished by the end of this year.
An Opposition Member - What colours?

Mr BROWN - I am coming to colours. I have
thought long and hard about the colours. I am aware
that pink is popular with some people nowadays
and in some quarters yellow is now popular. I am
not tatking about the Leader of the OppOSition, but
about colours!
We have had fantastic feedback on the new city
circle trams but I have decided that the station will
be repainted in its original heritage colours. I say
that as a result of negotiations with the National
Trust of Australia on what is Melbourne's most
important public transport building.
I also announce today that I am commissioning a
study to detennine the future of Flinders Street
station vis-a-vis the trains that now go to Spencer

Dr VAUGHAN (Clayton) - Before the
suspension of the sitting I advised the house of my
intention to speak on local government
restructuring, which was supported and attempted
on several occasions by the former Labor
government. It was a much needed initiative that
was blocked by the then opposition using its
numbers in the other place. Local government in
Victoria must be restructured in the interests of
efficiency and better delivery of services. In
principle, local government restructuring as
suggested by the Local Government Board is
supported by the opposition for various regions of
the state.
The initiatives suggested for Ballarat, Bendigo,
Geelong and the 21 inner suburban councils in
metropolitan Melbourne all have merit. The main
criticism the Victorian community can level at the
actions of the Kennett government is the denial of
local government democracy. That serious criticism
can also be levelled at the local government reforms
currently W1der consideration.
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In general the opposition supports local government
restructure in Victoria. Although I support the
restructuring, with some trepidation, I suggest it is
time for the Victorian community to consider
another tier of local government, a fourth tier of
government. Many of the local government reforms
being pursued by this government are modelled on
the Thatcher years in the United Kingdom. Larger
local government units and compulsory competitive
tendering were initiatives pursued in Britain during
the 19805. Even in the 1990s the most local level of
local government has survived all of the efforts to
restructure in England and Wales over a long
period. I refer to what is commonly known as the
community council, the parish council, the parish
meeting or organisations with similar names in
various places in England and Wales.
I am suggesting with some trepidation that there
may be a role for a fourth tier of government in
Victoria. The concept of a community council, being
a much smaller unit than the units of 100000
persons being talked about for the Melbourne
metropolitan area, would apply in the Melbourne
metropolitan area, and would apply perhaps more
appropriately in rural Victoria than in the provincial
and metropolitan areas of the state.
A community council would be a focus of
community interest and activity. In parts of rural
Victoria it may embrace only a few hundred or a few
thousand people, but in metropolitan Melbourne it
would embrace some thousands of people. It would
be much smaller than the local government units of
100 000 the Local Government Board is discussing.
A local community council would manage the local
halls, sporting facilities and parcels of land here and
there. It would be the body that auspices such things
as community festivals. It would put the 'local' back
into local government. It is a concept worthy of
considera tion.
One of the strong arguments used in the bush in
opposition to local government restructuring is that
local communities would be robbed of their local
focus of community opinion and action in hamlets
across the state. It is an issue that on economic
grounds has been overlooked in the current
restructuring of local government. The government
should consider a fourth tier of government that
does not have a rating power or provide full-time
employment; it may provide only for a part-time
secretary as its entire payroll. It may not even have
that - it may be voluntary in every aspect of its
activities - but it would have a place in the better
governing of the state of Victoria.
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Mr E. R. Smith - What is it called?
Dr VAUGHAN - One could call such bodies
what one wishes, but the concept of a community
council or board adequately describes the matter
about which I am speaking. Its name is something
for others to decide; perhaps for the local
community. There is a place for a more local level of
local government without a taxing power; probably
without any employees, but pOSSibly with a minimal
administrative assistance that really puts the 'local'
back local government, that acts as the focus for that
community's actions and a channel for its opinions.
I return to the issue of local government
restructuring in Victoria and relate my remarks to
the community I represent. In the south-eastern
suburbs local government restructuring is a topical
conversation point. The councils with which I
regularly interact include the cities of Oakleigh,
Moorabbin, Springvale and Waverley. They all
eagerly await the work of the Local Government
Board in the coming months.
The City of Oakleigh has proposed to the Local
Government Board an innovative idea for a new
City of Monash that would include that great
Australian univerSity, Monash University, from
which there are a few graduates in this place. It
would also include the Monash Medical Centre,
which was one of Australia's great hospitals until
recent budget cuts rewrote its discharge policy. It
would also include the planning precinct known as
the Monash technology precinct, which is the home
of many Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial
Research Organisation divisions, the university, the
hospital and all its research actiVity, and many other
public and private sector research establishments,
including BHP's research centre and a growing
number of high technology and information-based
industries that relate to those academic and research
institutions.
I say to the Minister for Local Government, the
Premier and publicly to the Local Government
Board that the concept of the City of Monash has
merit; it is a creative idea by the City of Oakleigh
and deserving of consideration.
Another point I should like to make is that in
restructuring local government in and around my
electorate it is important for the Local Government
Board to take into account the horrendous legacy of
sand mining, the horrendous legacy of putrescible
landfill operations and the horrendous legacy of the
inappropriate use of land from Warrigal Road in
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South Oaldeigh to Springvale Road in South·
Springvale. Into that sandy soil the community has
poured putrescible garbage and who knows what
else. What makes it even worse is that the watertable
is almost at surface level. Some people have
described the area as the largest rubbish dump in
the world. People who have worked in the landfill
industry over a lifetime can tell you stories that
would make your hair stand on end, if drinking the
ground water from the area had not made it fall out!
Victorians have to accept responsibility for doing
something about the horrendous legacy of
sandmining, putrescible tipping and the pollution of
the ground water, not to mention the everyday
environmental blight the local community has to
endure. People who live in the vicinity of the current
and former landfill operations should have the
number of the EPA pollution watchllne stuck on the
refrigerator door or beside the telephone. Sadly,
however, after years of ringing the EPA, many of
them have given up thinking they will ever be
heard. Therefore, when an appeal for the next
putrescible land fill operation comes to the
Administrative Appeals Tribunal and the EPA is
asked to provide evidence of the complaints, the
database will be a fraction of what it should be.
The environmental consequences of sandmining,
putrescible tipping and the pollution of the ground
water will be so complex and costly to repair that
the sites should all fall within the responsibility of
one local government unit, yet the solution is
beyond the resources of any particular local
government body. I am sure the three main areas
with tips - Springvale, Oaldeigh and Moorabbin would be pleased if after local government
restructuring the landfill were hived off to
somebody else. Landfills are an economic burden to
whatever body has ownership of and responsibility
for them and the solution to the environmental
problems is beyond the resources of the
municipalities in which they are presently located.
Honourable members should ask the City of
Oakleigh what it thinks of the growing bill for
addressing the legacy of receiving Melbourne's
garbage. It is not Oaldeigh's garbage; it is
Melbourne's garbage, and it is in the ground water
strata. Resolving such a problem is expensive. So
horrendous is the problem that I think some of the
tips will have to be dug up and processed. They
cannot all be treated in situ, but on economic
groW1ds that may be the initial approach. The cost of
addressing the environmental legacy is so large that
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it has the capacity to destroy the local government
body that inherits the problem.
It is desirable that all the problems be put together,
but the cost has to be shared across Melbourne, if
not across Victoria.

Mr E. R. Smith - Would you drain it first?
Dr V AUGHAN - I am being prompted by the
honourable member for Glen Waverley to propose a
scientific solution to the problem. With due humility
let me say that I have a background in this sort of
activity-Mr E. R. Smith - That's why I'm asking!
Dr V AUGHAN - The problem is so serious that
it will be extremely expensive to solve. Trying to
find appropriate solutions, let alone implementing
them, will be expensive enough, but the problem
needs the attention of the state government and
should not be left hidden under the carpet or
dumped on local government. It is desirable that the
problem areas fall within the responsibility of a
single municipality and that the municipality receive
financial support from the state government,
perhaps from a metropolitan-wide levy, to provide
an ongoing solution. It may be a generation or two
before the problem is solved but it has to be
addressed. A city cannot bury its garbage in an
unsafe place for several generations and assume the
problem will disappear in time.
I should like to conclude by mentioning a matter
close to my heart and that of the community - that

is, the government's deceit and dishonesty in respect
of the so-called state deficit levy or $100 home tax.
The government said clearly that the tax would
remain until the deficit was addressed. The figures
in the last budget were justification for the removal
of the levy. But what is the government going to do?
It is going to impose it for another year. It has
targeted ordinary Victorians - not the people the
government is concerned about - who struggle to
find that $100 every year. It is analogous to
Mrs Thatcher's poll tax and deserves the same fate.
The government has performed disgracefully in
respect of that particular tax. It will remain a symbol
of dishonest and unjust taxation.
Debated adjourned on motion of Mr E. R. SMITH
(Glen Waverley).
Debated adjourned until next day.
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allows the Metropolitan Transit AuthOrity
Superannuation Fund to be wound up and its eight
remaining members transferred into the Transport
Superannuation Fund, as part of the government's
promised rationalisation of fund administration.

Mr I. W. SMITH (Minister for Finance) - I move:
That this bill be now read a second time.

Last year following an historic agreement with the
unions representing Victoria's public sector workers,
the government legislated for comprehensive reform
of the state's public sector superannuation schemes.
I am pleased to be able to report that those reforms
have already resulted in a dramatic improvement in
the financial health of the schemes and a reduction
in the burden that they will place on the state's
finances in years to come.
This bill will assist the progress of the reforms by
clearing up a small number of technical problems
which have been discovered since last year in the
superannuation legislation. The first two
amendments concern the Parliamentary
Superannuation Scheme. It has been suggested that
the present definition of 'child' in the Parliamentary
Salaries and Superannuation Act 1968 does not
cover adopted children or step-children. Clause 3
therefore amends that definition to bring it into line
with the definition in the other superannuation acts.
Clause 4 of the bill corrects an anomaly in the
transitional provisions for parliamentary pensions
which would have resulted in retired members of
Parliament having to wait two years before
receiving an increase in their pensions in respect of
the pay rise deferred by Parliament last year.
Clause 5 amends the Hospitals Superannuation
Act 1988 to provide for equal representation of
employers and employees on the Hospitals
Superannuation Board, as is required by
commonwealth legislation. Clause 6 resolves an
ambiguity in the definition of 'salary' for contract
officers under the State Superannuation Act 1988.
Officers who are declared to be contract officers
under the new provisions inserted into the act last
year can now have their salary for superannuation
purposes specified in their employment contracts in
the same way as executive officers.
Clauses 7 and 8 clarify the provisions in the State
Superannuation Act for calculation of the
entitlements of members transferring from the
revised scheme to the new scheme, so as to remove
possible doubts about their interpretation. Clause 9

Clause 10 amends the definition of employee in the
Emergency Services Superannuation Act 1986 so as
to ensure that regulations under that act for the new
accumulation scheme can cover casual employees in
the emergency services. Clause 11 is a standard
piece of statutory revision to repeal spent provisions
in the Public Sector Superannuation
(Administration) Act 1993.
Although none of those changes are of major
Significance, taken together they will improve the
administration of public sector superannuation and
ensure that the government's refonn program and
the resulting savings to Victoria can continue.
I commend the bill to the house.
Debate adjourned on motion of Mr HAERMEYER
(Yan Yean).
Debate adjourned until Friday, 20 May.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT
(COMPETITIVE TENDERING) BILL
Second reading
Mr GUDE (Minister for Industry and
Employment) - I move:
That this bill be now read a second time.

This bill has one clear aim - to introduce
competition to require councils to look hard at their
own operations and improve efficiency. It can be
simply stated but its significance is profound. The
bill heralds a cultural change which goes to the very
core of the way councils operate. Councils will be
compelled to review and specify just what it is they
do and to test those specifications in the
marketplace. If in-house staff fail to measure up to
the competition, those who can provide better
service should take over, just as they do in any other
organisation which claims to be accountable to its
constituents. Ratepayers are entitled to expect value
for money from council services.
In August last year, the Minister for Local
Government asked the Local Government Board to
consider the best way to implement compulsory
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competitive tendering (CCT) and the board
submitted its final report to the minister on
22 December. Its key recommendation is that instead
of prescribing services such as garbage or recreation
centres for CCT, a percentage of a council's expenses
each year should be expended through competi tive
tendering. The minimum share of total expenses that
councils will have to market test will rise from 20 to
30 to 50 per cent over the next three years.

process, whether for the supply of goods or
services or the undertaking of works either to or
for a council or by a council. It also includes an
in-house agreement, and any contract or in-house
agreement approved by the minister under
proposed section 208F. Employment contracts
and other contracts and in-house agreements
lasting longer than five years are not competitive
arrangements.

Councils will be able to decide for themselves to
which services CCT will apply. Further, CCT will
not be administered by regulation; instead,
procedural guidelines will be developed jointly with
the industry.

Proposed section 208C identifies a competitive
process for the award of a contract or in-house
agreement as one in which tenders are submitted
following public notice, all tenders considered,
the contract or in-house agreement awarded to a
tenderer and any other requirement in
regulations observed.

Those recommendations substantially reflect the
views expressed by local government during a
comprehensive process of consultation, public
hearings and seminars. Not surprisingly the board's
readiness to consult and to heed the views of those
consulted has been widely applauded within the
industry. The pro-active approach taken by local
government in this instance is very encouraging.
However the government has very clear policy
objectives in relation to CCT and will be mOnitoring
progress to ensure those results are being achieved.
If they are not, the government will not hesitate to
adopt a more rigorous and regulatory approach.
I turn now to the provisions of the bill. Clause 1 sets
out the purpose of the legislation, which is to require
councils to use competitive tendering arrangements
for a percentage of their total expenditure each year.
Clause 2 provides commencement dates for the
different sections of the legislation. The section
imposing general requirements on councils to tender
before entering into contracts worth $50 000 or more
is to come into effect on 1 October 1994, or earlier by
proclamation. The sections on competitive tendering
arrangements are to come into effect on 1 October
1994.
Clause 3 inserts a new division into the act to
provide for competitive tendering arrangements:
Proposed section 208A requires a council to be a
party to competitive arrangements valued at 50
per cent or more of its total expenses for the year.
For the phase-in period, the targets are 20 per cent
in 1994-95 and 30 per cent in 1995-96.
Proposed section 208B defines'competitive
arrangement' to include contracts entered into by
a council after it has engaged in a competitive

Proposed section 208D provides that an in-house
agreement is an agreement entered into by a
council with a member or members of its staff
after a competitive process. The agreement is in
writing, describes the staff obligations and sets
out the annual cost and performance criteria
relating to those obligations.
Proposed section 208E identifies how to assess the
value of each type of competitive arrangement.
Proposed section 208F allows the minister to
approve as competitive arrangements contracts or
in-house agreements which are entered into
without the council engaging directly in a
competitive process or which have or could have
a life of more than five years.
Proposed section 20BG requires a council to
prepare a competitive tendering statement in
accordance with regulations and submit it to its
auditor and to the minister. If a council has failed
to comply with the percentage target required for
the year it must also give the minister a written
explanation for that failure.
Clause 4 inserts a definition of 'competitive
tendering statement'. Clause 5 requires a council to
include the competitive tendering statement in its
annual report together with its explanation for any
failure to comply with the percentage target
required for that year, and the auditor's report on
the competitive tendering statement.
Clause 5 also requires a council's auditor to report
on the competitive tendering statement in the form
and containing the details required by regulations.
The auditor must submit a copy of the report to the
minister as soon as practicable.
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Clause 6 substitutes a new section on the power of a
council to enter into contracts over a certain value.
Before a council enters into a contract for the
purchase of goods or services, or for the carrying out
of works valued at $50 000 or more, it must:
(a) invite tenders by public notice, or,

1681

ELECfRICITY INDUSTRY
(AMENDMENT) BILL
Second reading
Mr S. J. PLOWMAN (Minister for Energy and
Minerals) - I move:

(b) invite expressions of interest by public notice

before inviting tenders from all or some of
those whose expressions of interest have been
registered by the council.
A council is not obliged to accept the lowest or any
tender.
Certain contracts, for example those entered into
because of an emergency, are not affected by this
provision. Contracts withpublic bodies including
other councils or which are for professional services
are included.
Clause 7 provides for the Governor in Council to
make regulations for competitive tendering and for
matters related to the power of a council to enter
into contracts.
These provisions outline the scope of the
competitive tendering environment in which
councils will function from 1 October 1994. For each
c~uncil the discretion left by the legislation requires,
firstly, that it describe clearly the operations in
which it intends to be or to remain involved.
Achieving that clarity in terms of the strategic
selection of services and works for tendering and in
the documentation of individual supply, service or
works contracts is the challenge now before each
council.
As tendering progresses, the challenge for the whole
local government industry will be to ensure that due
process is adhered to and all bidders treated fairly.
Local government stands to make Significant
efficiency and productivity gains under competitive
te~dering. It c~~t afford to undennine those gains
or Its own credIbilIty by a less than rigorous
adherence to scrupulous tendering standards.
I commend the bill to the house.
Debate adjourned on motion of Mr LEIGHTON
(Preston).
Debate adjourned until Friday, 20 May.

That this bill be now read a second time.

This Significant piece of legislation further facilitates
the implementation of the government's reform
strategy for the electricity supply industry in
Victoria. The reform strategy has been undertaken to
increase the competitiveness and efficiency of the
electricity supply industry on a sustained basis, to
empower electricity consumers by creating a basis
for reductions in the cost of electricity in Victoria
and to assist in the reduction of state debt.
In early October 1993 the State Electricity
Commission of Victoria was divided into three
separate businesses in preparation for
corporatisation and further division after 30 June
1994. The three existing businesses are:

Generation Victoria, responsible for the
production of power to meet the energy
requirements of the electricity system;
National Electricity, responsible for high-voltage
transmission, the balancing of supply and
demand and for security of supply across the
electricity system; and
Electricity Services Victoria, responsible for
low-voltage distribution and the sale of electricity
to retail customers.
To achieve the government's principal objectives it is
necessary .t~ cr~ate a competitive electricity industry.
A competitive mdustry requires a large number of
individual businesses trading with each other and
their customers on a commercial basis through a
wholesale electricity market. The wholesale
electricity market has two main functions: to bring
buyers and sellers together commercially through a
pool and to ensure a safe and secure operation of the
electricity supply system - system security.
This bill is enabling legislation which further
progresses the creation of an efficient and
competitive structure for the operation of the
electricity industry for Victoria. In taking this path
the government has been advised by the ESI Reform
Unit within the Office of State Owned Enterprises of
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the Department of the Treasury, which was
established specifically to analyse and recommend
appropriate reform strategies for the Victorian
electricity supply industry and in addition by a
range of independent international experts. A
recently released public information paper outlined
the government's plans for the future course of
electricity industry reform.
The government now intends to embark on the
second stage of structural reform by dividing the
three existing businesses into eight new companies,
each with its own independent board. From
mid-I994 the structure of the electricity supply
industry in Victoria will comprise Generation
Victoria, which will be an interim generating
structure comprising separate business divisions
which will trade independently of one another; a
transmission grid company which will own,
maintain and manage the high voltage grid
(GridCo): this is a natural monopoly and will remain
state owned; an independent statutory corporation
that will monitor and control the wholesale
electricity market and ensure the security of
electricity supply (PooICo); and five regionally
based distribution companies comprising former
assets of Electricity Services Victoria and the 11
municipal electricity undertakings. lbree
distribution companies will service metropolitan
Melbourne, and two will service rural Victoria.
These companies will be created under and operate
in accordance with the Corporations Law.
These structural changes separate the natural
monopoly elements from the potentially competitive
parts of Victoria's electricity supply industry. lhis is
a necessary but not sufficient condition for
competition. The mechanism that will bring these
elements together will be the wholesale electricity
market controlled by PooICo and regulated through
the Office of the Regulator-General. Consumer
choice and demand management will be encouraged
through competition in generation and energy
retailing, giving consumers an incentive to seek the
lowest tariff consistent with their energy
consumption patterns and overall demands. lhis
represents a Significant advantage of empowering
purchasers in a competitive market.
This bill is designed, by way of amendments to the
existing electricity restructuring act, the Electricity
Industry Act 1993, to give legislative authority for
each separate statutory corporation so that it may
carry out its functions; in the case of each of the new
entities, to provide for staff transfers with the
preservation of entitlements and to allocate the
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rights, liabilities and assets of Electricity Services
Victoria, the 11 municipal electricity undertakings
and National Electricity in an orderly and prudent
way, and to provide appropriate mechanisms for
each separate electricity business to function
effectively within the proposed scheme.
Part 1 of the bill sets out the preliminaries to it.
Part 2 specifies the principal amendments to the
Electricity Industry Act 1993 to provide for the
establishment of PooICo and the recognition of the
distribution companies. This part has the effect of
setting out the ground rules for operation of each of
these businesses to ensure that they are accountable
for their actions and managed on the same basis as
the existing electricity corporations. These
provisions are modelled on those in the State Owned
Enterprises Act 1992 and encompass the conduct
and duties of directors, the preparation of corporate
plans, provision for the performance of
non-commercial functions, annual reports and audit
and the payment of dividends. Procedural
arrangements relating to the appointment of board
members and the chief executives, together with the
conduct of meetings, which are applicable to the
existing electricity corporations are also to apply to
PooICo and each of the distribution companies until
such time as they cease to be wholly owned by the
state.
Part 3 of the bill provides for the allocation and
transfer of property from Electricity Services
Victoria and the 11 municipal electricity
undertakings to the new distribution companies and
{-rom National Electricity to PooICo. The current
provisions for interim arrangements governing the
rights of electricity corporations in relation to
transferred property under the Electricity Industry
Act 1993 will continue to apply to the electricity
corporations and the new entities during the
transitional period from the establishment of the
new businesses until 31 March 1995.
Part 4 sets out the new provisions to be inserted in
the Electricity Industry Act 1993 to deal with
regulation of the electricity supply industry.
Honourable members should note the importance of
these provisions in this extensive reform process.
These provisions specifically provide for the
electricity industry to be a regulated industry under
the Office of the Regulator-General Act 1994 in order
to protect the consumer, monitor and maintain the
integrity of supply and ensure the market operates
fairly. Technical regulation will continue through
the chief electrical inspector appointed under the
Electricity Industry Act 1993.
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Further, this part prohibits any person who does not
have an appropriate licence or exemption from
generating electricity for supply or sale or
transmitting, distributing, supplying or selling
electricity or operating a wholesale electricity
market. Detailed provisions regulate the issue,
variation or revocation of licences and the terms and
conditions of licences. Licences are to be issued,
varied or revoked by the Office of the
Regulator-General.
In performing its functions under the Electricity
Ind ustry Act 1993 as amended by this bill the Office
of the Regulator-General is required to take into
account the policy objectives specified in the
Electricity Industry Act 1993 as amended by this bill,
in the Office of the Regulator-General Act 1994 to
the extent that they are not inconsistent with those
specified in this bill, and in any statement of
government policies made under the Office of the
Regulator-General Act 1994. The policy objectives to
be taken into account by the Office of the
Regulator-General under the bill are: firstly, to
promote competition in the generation, supply and
sale of electricity; secondly, to ensure the
maintenance of an efficient and economic system for
the generation, transmission, distribution, supply
and sale of electricity; thirdly, to protect the interests
of consumers with respect to electricity prices and
the safety, reliability and quality of electricity
supply; and fourthly, to facilitate the maintenance of
a financially viable electricity supply industry.
Part 5 sets out the further amendments required to
the State Electricity Commission Act 1958 and the
Electric Light and Power Act 1958 to make them
consistent with the intent of this legislation and to
make consequential amendments to other acts so
that there is consistency in application of legislation.
Victoria is progressing well towards its target of a
reformed electricity industry. This bill is a Significant
move in that process. Each part of the industry will
have clear and transparent responsibilities.
The government plans to continue its restructuring
initiatives with a view to substantially completing
the reform process over the next year. Further
reform includes creation of competition in
generation. Work is proceeding on this area
simultaneously with the development of more
competitive wholesale trading arrangements. The
government is committed to the development of an
open, integrated domestic market which matches
world's best practice in the electricity industry.
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Clearly this bill is an important step in achieving this
objective.
I commend the bill to the house.
Debate adjourned on motion of Mr HAMILTON
(Morwell).
Mr S. J. PLOWMAN (Minister for Energy and
Minerals) - I move:
That the debate be adjourned until Friday, 20 May.

Mr HAMILTON (Morwell) - Given that it is an
important bill, I ask the minister if more time could
be permitted.
Mr S. J. PLOWMAN (Minister for Energy and
Minerals) (By leave) - At this stage I am not
prepared to agree to more time being allowed, but I
am prepared to provide opposition members with
any necessary briefings during the two-week period
so that they can be well and truly up to speed with
all the provisions of the bill.
Motion agreed to and debate adjourned until
Friday, 20 May.

MELBOURNE EXHIBITION CENTRE
BILL
Second reading
Mr GUDE (Minister for Industry and
Employment) - I move:
That this bill be now read a second time.

The exhibition industry is a growth industry with
direct and indirect benefits to Victoria of more than
$40 million per annum and to Australia of more than
$200 million per annum. It is also extremely
competitive, with modern centres in Sydney,
Brisbane, Singapore and Hong Kong vying for an
increased market share.
A new exhibition centre, to be located at Southbank,
was announced by the government as part of the
Agenda 21 program. The overall project delivery
time for the new centre is currently scheduled for a
late 1995 or early 1996 completion.
Since the construction of the exhibition centre is
about to commence, an ownership entity needs to be
put in place quickly to ensure the project is managed
through to completion by the organisation which
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will be accountable for the performance of the
exhibition centre. Early establishment of the
ownership entity will enable their participation in
the development and establishment of the
management and marketing arrangements. These
arrangements will have a major impact on the
performance of the centre.
The objectives of the Victorian government for this
centre are:
to promote the international competitiveness and
strengths of Victorian industry and firms; and
ensure that Melbourne is the nation's leading city
of exhibitions and trade shows.
The government aims to create and maintain
Australia's largest exhibition centre and provide an
international standard exhibition facility which can
attract both important Australian and international
exhibitions and trade shows to Melbourne.
It should be stressed that the primary purpose of
this bill is to put in place an ownership vehicle. It is
the government's intention that the trust will, as a
priority, set in train processes for the management of
the centre by the private sector. We are therefore
taking the first step, albeit an important one.

The trust will be small in its membership,
numbering three to five people selected for their
commercial expertise. It will be provided with all the
powers necessary to carry out its functions,
including the power to acquire land by agreement,
to enter into arrangements with other public sector
agencies, to close roads and so forth. In other words,
such powers as may facilitate construction,
operation and maintenance of the exhibition centre.
It will also be empowered to enter into agreements
with the private sector for the management and
operation of the centre.
The bill establishes an area of land within which the
Melbourne Exhibition Centre Trust may operate.
Since the plans for the centre have not been
finalised, the bill delineates the area within which
the centre may be built and is shown in schedule 1.
Honourable members will notice that this area
includes the maritime museum, which is
permanently reserved land. Some demolition works
will be reqUired on the reserve. The bill therefore
enables these works to be undertaken subject to the
consent of the minister responsible for the Crown
Land (Reserves) Act and the committee of
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management. It does not, however, otherwise affect
the reserve or the responsibility of the committee of
management.
Upon completion of construction, the land required
for the centre will be vested in the trust. It is likely a
portion of the reserve will be required for
construction of the centre and agreement with the
committee of management on the new boundary is
nearing completion. This will, of course, require
further legislation in accordance with the Crown
Land (Reserves) Act before any of this reserved land
could be vested in the trust.
It should be pointed out also that all private land
required for the construction of the exhibition centre
has been acquired.
In conclusion, I must emphasise the significance of
the new exhibition centre to the revival of Victorian
trade and industry. This will be a focus for our
manufacturing, our science and technology, our
research and development. The centre will be a
showcase which re-establishes Victoria as an
industrial powerhouse, recognised internationally.
I wish to make a statement under section 85(5) of the
Constitution Act 1975 of the reasons for altering or
varying that section by this bill. Clause 35 provides
that it is the intention of that clause to alter or vary
section 85 of the Constitution Act. The provision
precludes the Supreme Court from entertaining
actions for compensation where the bill provides
that no compensation is payable in respect to actions
taken under clauses 21 and 24 of the bill.
Clauses 21 and 24 deal with road closures and the
use of land reserved under the Crown Land
(Reserves) Act 1978 respectively. The reasons for
restricting the Supreme Court's jurisdiction in this
way are to ensure that the Crown's ability to deal
with this land as part of the exhibition centre project
is not restricted by any claim which members of the
public may have and which may arise from the
previous dedication of the roads to the public or the
nature of the reservations.
I commend the bill to the house.
Debate adjourned on motion of Mr HAERMEYER
(Yan Yean).
Debate adjourned until Friday, 20 May.
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ADJOURNMENT
Mr GUDE (Minister for Industry and
Employment) - I move:
That the house do now adjourn.

Ballarat housing office: opposition visit
Mr LEIGHTON (Preston) - I direct to the
attention of the Minister for Housing through the
Minister for Industry and Employment the
cancellation of my scheduled visit to the housing
office of the Department of Planning and
Development in Ballarat. I have been advised that
the minister has vetoed my visit to the office. I call
on him to review that decision and reverse it.
I shall be visiting Ballarat on Monday with other
members of the shadow cabinet to attend a meeting
and to familiarise ourselves with the various local
issues. Each shadow cabinet member has a useful
and beneficial itinerary while in Ballarat.
As I have pointed out, my itinerary included a visit
to the local housing office. This morning I contacted
the regional manager, Mr Mick Murrihy. He
informed me that he had been directed by the
minister not to meet me. I certainly would not
accuse Mr Murrihy of being rude. He was polite and
courteous but also brief and non-specific, as are
many public servants these days.
The minister should explain why he feels it is
necessary to veto my visiting that office. It is in the
interests of the people of Ballarat that the opposition
be allowed to visit that office and ascertain the
housing needs of the Ballarat community. It is
obvious that access is to be denied. In one sense it is
petty, vindictive and spiteful; but in another sense it
has major implications for parliamentary democracy.
Will the Victorian government continue to operate
under the Westminster system or will Victoria
become a one-party state? One wonders who will be
the next person denied a visit to that housing office.
I hope it is not someone in urgent need of hOUSing.
One wonders whether other ministers will also deny
shadow ministers the opportunity to be briefed and
to visit various government offices. At this late stage
I call on the minister to review his decision in the
interests of the housing needs of the people of
Ballarat and of the proper functioning of our
Westminster system of parliamentary democracy.
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Local government restructure
Mr LEIGH (Mordialloc) - I ask the Minister for
Industry and Employment to bring to the attention
of the Minister for Local Government in another
place the activities of local councils during this time
of proposed mergers. The government should
ensure local government officers examine what
councils are spending.
By way of example I refer to the City of Springvale.
The Mayor of Springvale, the adviser to the Leader
of the Opposition, Mr John Brumby, and the
honourable member for Springvale, now one of the
most powerful people in the state, have concocted a
little deal, hiring International Public Relations Pty
Ltd, a well-known public relations firm. The socialist
left Springvale council, led by its mayor - the
adviser to the honourable member for
Broadmeadows - has hired the company to protect
it from mergers. This week in an article in the
OakJeigh-SpringvaJe Times the mayor accuses me of
being a sniping member of Parliament. He says he
knows the difference between politics and working
for his party. He is quoted in the article as saying:
What were the words of Neville Wran? If a car door
opens you hop in.
If the opportunities present themselves I'll take them
but I am not looking for any.

I often say to my partner, Linda, we will probably end
up running a pasta bar or something.

An honourable member interjected.
Mr LEIGH - Perhaps a sandwich shop would be
better. Those comments were made by a senior
adviser to the Leader of the OppOSition. My concern
is that some councils are using lobbyists and
consultants to protect themselves from mergers.
After mergers have taken place, the local
government accounting section should examine
whether councils have conducted themselves
responsibly.
The City of Springvale - a great city with
wonderful residents - is unfortunate that the
majority of those who control the council are
members of a crazed group of individuals in society
known as the socialist left. The honourable member
for Springvale, Mr Micallef, and others are seeking
to protect themselves from the democratic principles
currently being applied in this state to ensure that
councils provide the best service possible.
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Those honourable members are trying to protect
their power base, and that is why they are prepared
to use companies such as International Public
Relations. I am told that after the tips issue the
company actually hides them. Apparently I am a
serious threat to the citizens of Springvale and the
socialist left. I certainly regard myself as a threat to
the socialist left of the Labor Party, to which I say
good riddance!
The SPEAKER -Order! The member's time has
expired.

Sunshine police station
Mr MILOENHALL (Footscray) _. In the absence
of the Minister for Police and Emergency Services, I
direct to the attention of the Minister for Industry
and Employment, who is at the table, the
substandard facilities and appalling overcrowding
at the SWlShine police station. The police station
consists of a small 1956 building incorporating a
former residence. It now houses 37 uniformed
officers and until very recently it also housed 17 CIB
staff.
The cells at the rear of the facility are totally
inadequate; there are three 3 x 3 metre cells that
have recently accommodated up to 12 people at
once. The police station staff have made an urgent
request for a portable building to be used as a
change facility to free up a few more square metres
of urgently needed work space. The extremely small
waiting area of 3 x 3 metres, in which there is often a
crowd of 10 or so people, is a main thoroughfare
used by senior officers to walk from their offices to
work areas. It is a totally inadequate layout and
situation.
The contract to redevelop this facility had been
prepared and signed by the previous government,
but upon the change of government it was one of the
projects of Fletcher Construction Australia Ltd that
were cancelled. The priorities have not changed.
According to police sources SWlShine and Foster
constantly vie with each other for the title of the
police station with the worst conditions in the state.
With the rhetoric that has been directed towards the
need for improved infrastructure, I would have
thought the SWlShine facility would have been given
some sort of priority.
I ask the minister to urgently review the police
station redevelopment by inspecting the current
facility and determining what priority should be
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given to a construction program for that site and
other sites in the metropolitan area.

Direct Cameras
Or NAPTHINE (Portland) - In the absence of
the Minister for Fair Trading, I direct to the attention
of the Minister for Industry and Employment, who
is at the table, the seam operating in and affecting
the people not only of Portland but also of Victoria
and Australia.
This seam preys on vulnerable people in particular,
especially the elderly and those who are not able to
understand financial procedures and can be easily
conned into paying money for goods which they do
not want and have not ordered. The seam is
operated by a firm called Direct Cameras, which has
a post office box address in Hong Kong and the
Queensland addresses of post office box 464,
Southport, and 109 Upton Street, Bundall.
People receive what looks like an official document
or letter by air mail. When it is opened one sees the
words 'Official delivery notice' followed by:
Attention: first and final request - only for -

it then has the name of the person to whom it is
addressed.
All other persons please disregard. This urgent goods
reservation notice is to advise you of prerelease goods
reserved in your name for delivery to the address
below. Please return this form in the envelope provided
with the fee shown below for acquisition of the
photographic equipment currently held at the
Australian clearing house for you. Immediate delivery
guaranteed.

The letter is presented in a form to indicate it is an
order system to dupe the person into believing he or
she or somebody on their behalf has ordered camera
equipment. It specifies the exact type of camera
equipment and the amount of money involved. It is
clearly a seam with the intent of duping people,
particularly those more vulnerable, into sending
money in the mistaken belief they have ordered the
equipment or have an obligation to pay for it.
I ask the minister to investigate this matter to ensure
that Victorians are protected from what is obviously
a scam being run out of Queensland and Hong
Kong. After initial diseussions with the minister, my
advice is that this is not the first time the seam has
operated. All honourable members would condemn
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this marketing practice as disreputable and preying
on the more vulnerable people in the community.
The minister should take whatever action she can to
stop this seam.

Police comment on child protection
Mr HAERMEYER (Yan Yean) - I direct to the
attention of the Minister for Police and Emergency
Services through the minister at the table an article
in the Dandenong Journal of 18 April, which refers to
the political gagging of a police officer who spoke
out against and drew attention to the lack of child
protection facilities. The article states:

1687

Naval ammunition storage complex
Mr FINN (Tullamarine) - I direct to the attention
of the Minister for Planning a matter I first raised in
the house on 19 May last year concerning the
appropriateness of locating a naval ammunition
storage complex next to the Greenvale reservoir in
the north-western suburbs of Melbourne. It is next to
Roxburgh Park and Roxburgh Heights, where a
large number of people are building and moving
into homes. There is considerable concern, as there
was almost 12 months ago, about a storage dump of
that type being located in that residential area.
Mr Mildenhall interjected.

Bureaucratic 'gagging' of local police critical of the
child protection services may lead to a Daniel
Valerio-type tragedy in the Dandenong region.

The article points out that a local police sergeant,
Sergeant Mark Seamer, who was reported in the
daily newspapers as having spoken out about cuts
to the child protection services in the region, saying
that their resources were at crisis point, has been
gagged. The article goes on to say:
Asked to comment further on his claims in a
metropolitan newspaper, that the Hallam CPS was
unable to cope with the unexpected increase in child
abuse notifications which made up to 60 per cent of the
unit's workload, Sergeant Mark Seamer told 'The
Journal' he had been told not to make any further
comment and to contact the district Superintendent, Bill
Jackson.

Mr FINN - It would not be the first time. The
federal Labor minister ignores most things. I ask the
minister to continue his efforts to have the
ammunition dump shifted. I also ask him to
continue his contact with the federal Minister for
Defence, Senator Robert Ray. I hope the minister,
who is in charge of the Urban Land Authority, will
be able to find a more appropriate use for the
land - either as parkland or for extra hOUSing.
I am disappointed that I must ask the minister to
follow this through. I understand that two of the
local members, the honourable members for
Broadmeadows and Yan Yean, are good mates, as
the Labor Party likes to say, of Senator Ray. I
thought they would have used any contacts they
had-Mr Phillips interjected.

When 'The Journal' made contact, Superintendent
Jackson said he was not prepared to make any
comment.

I have been advised that the order forbidding
Sergeant Seamer from making further comment
came not from Superintendent Jackson but from
much higher up. The order that Sergeant Seamer
should not comment on matters that he has some
critical knowledge of can be based only on the most
cynical political considerations.
The situation smells of political interference, of the
government interfering with police officers' abilities
to carry out the duties they are expected to carry out.
I ask the minister to investigate the matter and to
find out where the interference came from.

Mr FINN - They do use sharp knives - both of
them. I should have thought those honourable
members would have used their contacts with
Senator Ray to represent their constituents properly.
Unfortunately that has not occurred. 'That is why I
feel it necessary to get to my feet in defence of the
constituents of the honourable members for
Broadmeadows and Yan Yean. One can understand
why those members, particularly the honourable
member for Broadmeadows, have not been able to
find the time to speak to Senator Ray. The Leader of
the Opposition in particular has been too busy
branch stacking! It requires a considerable amount
of time to sell one's soul to the socialist left! I ask the
Minister for Planning to go into bat for the people of
Greenvale and Roxburgh Park.
Mr Haermeyer interjected.
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Mr FINN - He has no soul to sell. The
honourable member for Yan Yean says it all. It
would appear that there is a strong case for the
federal minister to take up the matter immediately
and to get the site shifted. The government should
take a firm stand, because it is obvious that the local
Labor members could not care less.

Grand prix
Mr THW AITES (Albert Park) - I direct to the
attention of the Minister for Health a matter relating
to the health effects of the grand prix, which is to be
held at Albert Park. I ask the minister to conduct a
full inquiry into the health effects of the grand prix.
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Victoria is regarded as a model of health worldwide,
if the grand prix were allowed to have tobacco

advertiSing, the state would lose its pre-eminence in
that area.
In the short time available I shall refer to a specific

danger presented by the grand prix - that is, traffic
accident casualties. A report on the South Australian
grand prix concludes that road accident casualties
increase when the grand prix is held. Casualties over
that period were far higher than casualties for the
whole of the year. To a small extent that can be
explained by traffic problems, including accidents as
a result of what is called the hoon effect. That is
something the honourable member for Mordialloc
would know about.

Honourable members interjecting.
Honourable members interjecting.
Mr THW AITES - Honourable members
opposite laugh because they have no real concern.
Mr Leigh interjected.
The SPEAKER - Order! The honourable
member for Mordialloc is interjecting from out of his
place. He is being doubly disorderly.
Mr THW AITES - Honourable members
opposite are laughing. They are not concerned about
the health of the ordinary residents of Melbourne.
They are not concerned about serious health issues
in this state. If the minister is not prepared to carry
out an inquiry, will she give the house a
guarantee - Mr McARTHUR (Monbulk) - On a point of
order, Mr Speaker, the honourable member for
Albert Park is raising a matter relating to the grand
prix. I believe that has very little to do with the
portfolio of the Minister for Health and would be
more appropriately directed to another minister.
The SPEAKER - Order! There is no point of
order. The honourable member for Albert Park has
made it clear he is talking about health matters.
Mr THWAITES (Albert Park) - If the minister is
not prepared to carry out an inquiry, will she give
the house a guarantee that the health of local
residents will not be detrimentally affected by the
grand prix? Why do honourable members opposite
laugh when academics such as Professor Mark
Wahlqvist, the chairman of medicine at Monash
University, say the state government underestimates
the apolitical opposition among doctors to the grand
prix being held at Albert Park? As he said, although

The SPEAKER - Order! The level of interjection
is too high. I have had cause to criticise the
honourable member for Cranboume; I ask him to
remain silent. The honourable member's time has
expired.

Monbulk Primary School
Mr McARTHUR (Monbulk) - In the absence of
the Minister for Education, I direct to the attention of
the Minister for Industry and Employment the
performance of an excellent school in my electorate.
The efforts of the school administration and the staff
should be reCOgnised, because they are exemplary.
They could be used as an example not only of the
way school communities can respond not only to the
challenges facing education in the coming years but
also of the ways schools can restructure the
programs offered in the interests of students to
ensure they obtain sound and professional
educations.
I am speaking about Monbulk Primary School. In
1993 the school had about 340 students. The largest
class was grade 2, which had 31 students. The class
sizes ranged from 31 down to a low of 25. The
average size was 28.3. This year, because of
demographic reasons, the enrolment has dropped
slightly. The school now has 323 students. It has
restructured its staff time and, through skilful use of
resources and despite fewer students, has managed
to run more classes this year than last year. The
school now has 13 classes, and the average class size
has fallen from 28.3 to 24.8. Now the Vice-principal
is teaching in the classroom.
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The school offers a wide range of programs for
students including art, physical education and music
as well as a library program. It is developing an
integration program and a keyboard program and
individual recorder tuition and after-school music
are available. An extraordinary range of programs is
available to students at Monbulk Primary School.
The SPEAKER -Order! What matter is the
honourable member raising?
Mr McARTHUR - I ask the minister to examine
the school's excellent record and to promote it as an
example for other schools. It has adopted the types
of changes that are possible in the education system.
Its example should be followed by other schools in
this state in the interests of present students,
students of the future and future communities. That
school's good news story should be told. Opposition
members should recognise the positive changes now
happening in education.
The SPEAKER - Order! The honourable
member's time has expired.

Werribee railway underpass
Or COG HILL (Wenibee) - I wish to raise a
matter for the attention of the Treasurer, although it
extends beyond his portfolio. It concerns the
availability of funds for the construction of the
Derrimut Road underpass beneath the
Melbourne-Geelong railway line in Werribee. The
issue has arisen because of the rapid population
growth in Werribee and the fact that traffic is
restricted to using the three railway level crossings
in the town.
There is now added concern that with the
construction of the standard gauge rail line to
accommodate the National Rail Corporation traffic
between Melbourne and Adelaide via Geelong,
additional closures of level crossings will further
aggravate the disruption that already occurs as a
consequence of the high volume of the electrical
suburban rail services and V/Line services linking
Melbourne and Geelong.
This matter became an issue late last year when the
Minister for Roads and Ports wrote to his federal
counterpart suggesting that the Victorian
government contribute $3 million, the federal
government $3 million and the City of Werribee $1.5
million to enable that project to be completed.

1689

At that time the federal government made $2 million
available for the state under the Better Cities
program. That would have been entirely appropriate
to allocate to this project, which is related as much to
the growth of urban population as to the level of rail
traffic. The Victorian government did not use the
$2 million made available for that purpose by the
federal government but diverted it to another project
as it was able to under the provisions of the
commonwealth-state agreement affecting the Better
Cities program money.
In those circumstances it is unreasonable for the

Victorian government to again go cap in hand to the
federal government for another $2 million or
$3 million to fund this project. The money was
available and the Victorian government decided to
use it for another purpose. Will the Treasurer ensure
that any funds made available by the
commonwealth are allocated to the project as is the
commonweal th' s desire?

Broadmeadows electorate officer
Mr HONEYWOOD (Warrandyte) - I refer the
Attorney-General to the Leader of the Opposition's
shabby political deal to sack his electorate assistant
and to the provisions of the Equal Opportunity Act,
which should be of importance to all honourable
members. As part of the deal with the socialist left
faction to defend his position as leader, Mr Brumby
said he would get rid of him.
Will the Attorney-General inform the house whether
under the Equal Opportunity Act an electorate
assistant can be sacked as a result of a political
arrangement between factions of the ALP when that
person could be hard working, performing his
duties well and looking after his constituents?
An honourable member interjected.
Mr HONEYWOOD - That may come under the
heading of political adviser. The Equal Opportunity
Act provides for exemptions for political advisers
but in their day-to-day work electorate assistants
have to deal with constituents. Will the
Attorney-General investigate whether it is
appropriate for the Leader of the Opposition to
dismiss a hard-working employee who also happens
to be a well-respected member of the Turkish
community, who has done a great deal of good work
for that community and who has been loyal to the
Leader of the Opposition?
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The front page of the weekly Turkish Report has a
photograph of Mr Tayfun Eren smiling and
embracing the Leader of the Opposition. The
photograph was taken the day before the coup.

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr HONEYWOOD - I commend the
newspaper to all honourable members - I read it
every week. If the photograph had been taken some
days later I do not think Mr Eren would be smiling.
Will the Attorney-General investigate the matter?
Mr HAERMEYER (Van Yean) -On a point of
order, Mr Speaker, perhaps the honourable member
for Warrandyte could tell the house what action he
is asking the minister to take.
The SPEAKER - Order! The honourable
member for Warrandyte has asked for an
investigation. There is no point of order.
Mr HONEYWOOD (Warrandyte) - The
government is rapidly developing a good
relationship with this particular newspaper and
looks forward to the article that will appear next
week.

Responses
Mrs WADE (Attorney-General) - In explaining
why he believes a seam is operating in his electorate
and possibly other areas, the honourable member for
Portland said that some of his constituents have
received apparent invoices from a company called
Direct Cameras, whose address is a post office box
in Hong Kong. The invoice or official delivery notice
says that the person to whom it is addressed has
waiting for him or her a reserved camera which can
be purchased for the relatively low price of $19.95,
and it describes the camera prOVided.
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The office has advised me that it has examined the
wording of the material and, given that the cameras
are available, it does not appear that the notices
contravene any consumer laws. However, when
people contact the office they are advised that they
should be cautious about ordering goods and
sending money overseas because if they are not
satisfied with the goods or do not receive them no
remedy is available. The honourable member for
Portland mentioned that this particular delivery
notice contains a Queensland address, and I advise
him that the fair trading office has contacted the
Queensland consumer affairs department to ask for
further investigation.
The honourable member for Warrandyte referred to
a member of staff employed in the electorate office
of the Leader of the Opposition. There has been a
certain amount of publicity to the effect that the
Leader of the Opposition is about to sack or has
sacked this person as a result of a deal - Mr Haermeyer interjected.
Mrs WADE - I said there has been a lot of
publicity to the effect that the Leader of the
Opposition has sacked or is about to sack this
electorate officer as a result of a deal done between
the "Leader of the Opposi tion and the socialist left
faction of the Australian Labor Party. It would
appear that staff of political parties, ministers and
members of Parliament, including the Leader of the
Opposition, do not have the protection that is
afforded to other employees under the Equal
Opportunity Act.
Section 21(4)(c) of the Equal Opportunity Act
provides that the provisions that make it unlawful
for an employer to discriminate against a person on
the grounds of the person's political belief do not
make it unlawful if an employee is discriminated
against:

As requested by the honourable member I will raise
the matter with the fair trading office. But I advise
him that about 18 months ago complaints were

... on the ground of the holding or not holding of any
lawful political belief or view or the engaging in or
refusal or failure to engage in any lawful political
activities with respect to the offering of employment to
a person as a ministerial adviser, member of the staff of
a political party, member of the electoral staff of
another person, or in other similar employment;

received from people throughout Victoria about
exactly this sort of delivery notice or invoice. As I
recall, the office investigated the complaints and
learnt that if the recipient of a notice sent it back
with the appropriate amount of money he or she
would receive a camera in accordance with the
description in the notice.

It is not clear whether that will exempt the Leader of

Complaints about the current promotion began to
filter through to the fair trading office two weeks
ago so this promotion appears to be relatively new.

the Opposition from having a complaint made
against him under the Equal Opportunity Act
without, as the honourable member for Yan Yean
said, the full details of the arrangement between the
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Leader of the Opposition and the socialist left being
in the public arena. The exemption is limited and it
may not apply to these particular circumstances. I
suggest that the honourable member for Warrandyte
might like to make it known to the employee
concerned that he should carefully consult the Equal
Opportunity Act and obtain legal advice.

adjoununent debate than there is at question time.
Although I understand the honourable member for
Yan Yean has raised a point of order under standing
order no. 108, at this stage I am not prepared to
uphold it because if standing order no. 108 were to
be applied in every situation there would be no
debate in this chamber.

Now that this matter has been raised, it does seem
that the staff of the Australian Labor Party and the
Leader of the Opposition are particularly
disadvantaged in the area of equal opportunity.
There seems to be far more likelihood of
discrimination against and consequent problems for
members of staff of ALP members and people
employed by the ALP given the factions that are
involved in the party. As we have seen this week, it
is not a matter of the factions that have been
identified over the years but that the factions are
splitting into mini-factions. No longer is it enough to
be employed by a person in a particular faction if
your political beliefs are in line with that
faction--

Mrs WADE (Attorney-General) - I had virtually
finished what I was going to say, but in the past few
minutes I have had the opportunity of further
perusing the Equal Opportunity Act. I refer to
section 2l(4)(c) that I read out earlier. In the time
available to me I would not wish to give a legal
opinion on this matter, but I note the exemption is
an exemption for:

Mr Haermeyer interjected.
Mrs WADE - Thank you for the compliment. I
watch your party with great interest; I find it
intriguing.
It could be that the person employed by the Leader

of the Opposition belonged to the same faction as
the Leader of the Opposition, was engaged in branch
stacking on behalf of the Leader of the Opposition
and that their aims and objectives were similar.
Notwithstanding that, the Leader of the Opposition
found the need or desire to hold on to his own job
and put at risk that employee's job, which
apparently has now been lost.
Mr HAERMEYER (Yan Yean) - On a point of
order, Mr Speaker, under standing order no. 108 I
suggest that the Attorney-General is making
imputations against the motives of the Leader of the
Opposition, and she should withdraw.
Mr HONEYWOOD (Warrandyte) - On the
point of order, Mr Speaker, these statements are on
the public record. It is a registered deal within the
ALP that this person is to be dismissed not because
of the work he was employed to do but because he
has been working for a faction of the ALP. It is not
an imputation, it is a public fact.
The SPEAKER - Order! There is a great deal
more latitude afforded to members during the

discrimination on the ground of the holding or not
holding of any lawful political belief or view or the
engaging in or refusal or failure to engage in any lawful
political activities with respect to the offering of
employment ...

It would not appear to apply to the reason why the
person was dismissed. Everyone in this chamber is
concerned about discrimination and equal
opportunity principles. It would be highly desirable
if the person sought advice from the Equal
Opportunity Commission as to whether or not he
has a justifiable complaint under the Equal
Opportunity Act of being discriminated against.
Mr MACLELLAN (Minister for Planning) - The
honourable member for Tullamarine raised a matter
regarding the naval ammunitions storage dump in
the Greenvale area of Roxburgh Park.
Mr Haenneyer interjected.
Mr MACLELLAN - The ships do not get there;
the ammunition goes to the ships. As Melbourne has
developed and expanded it has become clear that
many once remote sites have now been overtaken by
development, and in this particular case a reservoir
in the area would be subject to pollution in the event
of any unfortunate accident during the storage of
ammunition materials. As the honourable member
would be aware - Mr Haenneyer interjected.
Mr MACLELLAN - I suggest to the honourable
member for Yan Yean that the group sessions do not
seem to be doing him any good and that he should
return to the traditional medicine that he has
abandoned.
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Mr Haermeyer interjected.
Mr MACLELLAN - Just take another pill and
keep quiet! It seems from the honourable member's
i:-cterjections that he hr.'" absolutely no concern for
U::.: :d~t that ~;,(: _
vi:wealth authorities are
storing large quantities of ammunition in close
proximity to residential suburbs in the area, and as
he points out it has been there for years, and I
presume the honourable member, after 10 years of
Labor govenunent, is anxious for it to remain there
for more years whereas - Mr Haermeyer interjected.
Mr MACLELLAN - Take another tablet! It is
perfectly clear that the honourable member for
Tullamarine, on behalf of the people who live in that
area, is concerned about the storage of the
ammunition in close proximity to residential
developments. He wants it removed.
It is equally clear that the hysteria from the

honourable member for Yan Yean suggests he does
not want it moved.
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Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER - Order! I shall explain in simple
terms to the honourable member for Yan Yean, who
has recently been elevated, that when the Chair asks
him to come to order the Chair expects to be obeyed.
I will not take action against him at this stage, but he
is to remain silent.
Mr THOMSON (Pascoe Vale) - On a point of
order, Mr Speaker, the minister is seeking to debate
the matter about which he has been asked. It would
be more conducive to order in the house if he
responded to the matter that has been raised with
him. The way the minister is responding invites
interjection.

Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER - Order! It is very hard to know
which comes first, the debate or the interjections, but
I will say that if the Chair happened to have the
luxury of making some sort of reflection on this
matter it would say that many members in this place
are a bit like Murphy's dog: they can give it but they
cannot take it.

If he does not want it moved we will know what

side of the argument he is on; perhaps it would be in
the interests of all concerned if the residents of the
area were circulated some kind of notice to say that
the honourable member for Yan Yean wants it kept
there and the honourable member for Tullamarine
wants it removed!
That is the dividing line in this Parliament. The
opposition and the honourable member for Yan
Yean want to keep the ammunition storage next to
his electors and the honourable member for
Tullamarine wants the ammunition storage moved,
and it needs to be moved.

Mr MACLELLAN (Minister for Planning) - I am
assured by a disorderly interjection from the
honourable member for Yan Yean that the matter is
apparently completed and the removal of the
ammunition dump will be accomplished and that I
am irrelevant to the process, so I shall have pleasure
in announcing on behalf of the honourable member
for Yan Yean that despite Senator Ray's recent
correspondence and his reaction, Senator Ray is
under a misapprehension: he has not yet become
aware that he is to remove the ammunition dump at
the behest of the honourable member for Yan Yean,
who has now interjected and announced it in the
Parliament.

Mr Haermeyer interjected.
Mr Thomson - There is no point speaking to
you about it!
The SPEAKER - Order! The farce has gone on
long enough. The level of interjection is far too high.
Mr MACLELLAN - The honourable member
should realise that the matter has been raised with
Senator Ray. The honourable member for
Tullamarine invited honourable members on the
opposition side of the house to use their influence
with Senator Ray--

I can say only that I am intensely grateful to the
honourable member for Tullamarine for raiSing the
matter and extracting a promise from the
honourable member for Yan Yean that the
ammunition dump is going to be moved, and I
cannot wait for it to happen!
I am delighted to know that the state government
and I will not be of any particular relevance to that
decision; I can only hope that the federal
government is not expecting to take it to West Point
Wilson or to Point Wilson because obviously the
matter would have to be considered both in
environmental and planning effect terms by me and
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the Minister for Industry Services, but mere details
like that mean nothing when one actually hits the
political soft spot in a member like the honourable
member for Yan Yean.
In other words, he will promise anyone anything if
he thinks it is going to get him out of political
difficulty. The only trouble is that the honourable
member is now going to have to perform on the
promise he has made. He is going to have the
storage dump moved and his performance will be
the touchstone.
I commend the honourable member for Tullamarine
for his concern about the matter and for bringing it
to the attention of the Parliament. I am delighted
that opposition members are reaffirming their
commitment by announcing that they have arranged
with their good mate Senator Ray to have it moved. I
am delighted also to feel that I am irrelevant to the
matter, so presumably the state government is not
going to be asked to contribute any money towards
the cost of the removal, and this is a bonus. On the
strength of the assurance of the honourable member
for Yan Yean we should start marking Roxburgh
Park as an ammunition-free zone, because that is
what the honourable member for Yan Yean is about.
He is misleading everybody who purchases land in
that area by saying that he has arranged for the
ammunition dump to be moved. If people buy land
in the area in that belief I hope that, on the basis of
the Evatt case in regard to tort claims which was
established in New South Wales, people who are
disappointed that the ammunition dump is not
removed will sue the honourable member for Yan
Yean for misleading them.
It is typical of the Jollys, the McCutcheons and the

open-mouthed Labor Party. They say it first and
think, 'To hell with the truth and the consequences;
just make a political response'.
Since its election the government has held the view
that it is inappropriate to have the ammunition
dump in that area. I have written to the federal
minister and I have sought an assurance that the
ammunition dump will be moved. The moving of
the ammunition dump to Point Wilson is part of a
transaction that is under way after appropriate
environmental studies have been undertaken.
If the ammunition dump is not to go to Benalla and
is stored in an area such as this with the Australian
Defence Industries, it should not be located in the
immediate vicinity of a residential area. As the
honourable member for Tullamarine stated, it is
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inappropriate for the dump to be stored in a
suburban setting, such as the Roxburgh Park area.
I am disappointed that the matter did not attract
bipartisan support. I should have thought members
of the opposition would be much more comfortable
if they had said they too urged the federal
government to make a sensible decision, rather than
claiming credit for a decision not yet made by the
federal govenunent. Undoubtedly the
embarrassment that the honourable member for
Tullamarine has caused Senator Ray, as a result of
the outburst by the honourable member for Yan
Yean, will be sufficient to inspire the federal
government to carry out the open-mouthed policy of
the honourable member for Yan Yean.
Mr LEIGHTON (Preston) -On a point of order,
Mr Speaker, is the Minister for Planning going to
respond to the matter I raised with him for the
attention of the Minister for Housing in another
place? I understand the Minister for Planning
represents the Minister for Housing in this place and
I would like him to wax lyrical about my concerns as
well.
There appears to be nothing stopping a minister
who has not been present in the chamber during the
time matters are raised during the adjournment
debate, to then come in and respond, particularly to
a matter raised by a government member. I am
interested in the minister's response to the matter I
raised.
Mr MACLELLAN (Minister for Planning) - In
response to the honourable member for Preston, I
will have much pleasure in referring the matter he
raised to the Minister for Housing in another place
and I shall ask the minister to respond to the
honourable member.
Mr GUDE (Minister for Industry and
Employment) - The honourable member for
Preston will be relieved I am not going to wax
lyrical. I can only suggest that the Minister for
Housing in another place may not wish to allow the
honourable member to visit the Ballarat housing
operation as a consequence of the honourable
member's misleading performance this week.
Mr HAERMEYER (Yan Yean) - On a point of
order, Mr Speaker, the matter has already been
addressed by the Minister for Planning. I suggest
that the Minister for Industry and Employment is
covering previously traversed ground.
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The SPEAKER - Order! It did occur to the Chair
that that was happening, but I thought in the
interests of the honourable member for Preston that
if there were any additional information that the
Leader of the House could add I would allow him
that luxury. However, the honourable member for
Yan Yean has directed my attention to standing
orders and I instruct the minister to consider that
that item has already been covered.
Mr GUDE (Minister for Industry and
Employment) The honourable member for Mordialloc directed to
the attention of the Minister for Local Government
in another place extravagant expenses incurred by
councils at this time of local government mergers. In
particular he raised Springvale council's use of
International Public Relations Pty Ltd. I will draw
that matter to the minister's attention.
Cr Phil Reed, the personal assistant and adviser to
the Leader of the Opposition and Mayor of
Springvale, is driven to and from his job at
Parliament House every week courtesy of the
taxpayers of Springvale. I am sure they would not
wish their rates to be spent on conveying him
around the state for his personal convenience,
although that would be typical of the misallocation
of funds for which Springvale council is legendary.
I will direct to the attention of the Minister for Police
and Emergency Services the matters raised by the
honourable members for Footscray and Yan Yean.
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I will direct to the attention of the Treasurer the
matter raised by the honourable member for
Werribee concerning funding of the Derrimut Road
underpass.
The honourable member for Monbulk, in his usual
caring way, directed to the attention of the Minister
for Education the performance of Monbulk Primary
School. His comments drew some provocative
remarks from across the table. I suggest that if
honourable members on the other side of the house
understood the substantial and innovative changes
and improvements that have taken place at that
school they would not jeer.
Class sizes have been reduced from 29 to 21 for
preparatory students and from 30 to 22 for grade 1
students. Grade 6 class sizes have also been reduced
and the average grade size has gone from 28.3 to
24.8 students. Young students at that school are
getting real service. The school obviously has a
quality administration and as a school of the future
is looking after the futures of its fine, young students.
As the honourable member said, the staff and
parents at the school deserve full commendation. I
understand that the minister is aware of the matter
and I have no doubt that he will write to the school
and recognise the quality work of its dedicated
teachers and fine young students in the way
suggested.
Motion agreed to.
House adjourned 4.33 p.m. until Tuesday, 17 May.

I will direct to the attention of the Minister for
Health the matter raised by the honourable member
for Albert Park.
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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
Police and Emergency Services: legal representation and expenses incurred
(Question No. 158)
Mr HAERMEYER asked the Minister for Police and Emergency Services:
In respect of legal expenses incurred by each department, agency or authority within his administration for the period
3 October 1992 to date:
1.
What were the cases in which these legal expenses were incurred?
2.
What expenses were incurred in each case?
3.
What was the purpose for engaging legal representation in each case?
4.
What was the outcome of each case?
5.
What the names are of legal counsel engaged in each case?
6.
What was the name of the city and court in which each case was heard?

Mr McNAMARA (Minister for Police and Emergency Services) - The answer is:
Provision of the requested information would require excessive time and resources and cannot be justified.

Corrections: legal representation and expenses incurred
(Question No. 159)
Mr HAERMEYER asked the Minister for Corrections:
In respect of legal expenses incurred by each department, agency or authority within his administration for the period
3 Octobr 1992 to date:
1.
What were the cases in which these legal expenses were incurred?
2.
What expenses were incurred in each case?
3.
What was the purpose for engaging legal representation in each case?
4.
What was the outcome of each case?
5.
What the names are of legal counsel engaged in each case?
6.
What was the name of the city and court in which each case was heard?

Mr McNAMARA (Minister for Corrections) - The answer is:
Provision of the requested information would require excessive time and resources and cannot be justified.
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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

Community Services: expenditure on conferences, seminars, workshops and training
courses
(Question No. 187)
Mr HAERMEYER asked the Minister for Community Services:
In respect of expenditure on conferences, seminars, workshops and training courses or like events by each department,
agency or authority within his administration for the period 3 October 1992 to date:
1.
What was the name of each conference, course, seminar, workshop or like event attended indicating - (a) locality
and venue; (b) purpose; and (c) the name of each person attending?
2.
What was the cost of each event indicating - (a) accommodation; (b) entertainment; (c) meals and refreshments;
(d) travel; (e) car hire; (f) taxis and hire cars; and (g) other expenses?
3.
Whether the event was externally organised; if so what was the name of the person(s), organisation(s) or
companies engaged and at what cost?

Mr JOHN (Minister for Community Services) - The answer is:
The information requested is unavailable in the format requested and the time taken to align available information with
the questions asked would involve excessive administrative expenses. Hundreds of courses were delivered by Health
and Community Services (H&CS) Staff Development Branch and the Information Systems Training Unit during this
period.
Information has been collected and provided in the following formats:
(i)
Listing of all courses offered by H&CS Staff Development Branch and Information Systems Training Unit
from 3 October 1992 to date. (Attachment 1).
(ii)
Management reports covering the period requested indicating numbers, work location and categories of
participants in these courses. The length of each course is also indicated in this data. This is in booklet form
and will be provided to you under separate cover.
(iii)
Summary of expenditure under available categories that are compatible with those requested in the
question. (Attachment 2).

<Attachments 1 and 2 referred to in answer have been supplied to honourable memb" and a copy tabled in the Parliamentary
Library).

Health: expenditure on conferences, seminars, workshops and training courses
(Question No. 188)
Mr HAERMEYER asked the Minister for Health:
In respect of expenditure on conferences, seminars, workshops and training courses or like events by each department,

agency or authority within his administration for the period 3 October 1992 to date:
1.
What was the name of each conference, course, seminar, workshop or like event attended indicating - (a) locality
and venue; (b) purpose; and (c) the name of each person attending?
2.
What was the cost of each event indicating - (a) accommodation; (b) entertainment; (c) meals and refreshments;
(d) travel; (e) car hire; (f) taxis and hire cars; and (g) other expenses?
3.
Whether the event was externally organised; if so what was the name of the person(s), organisation(s) or
companies engaged and at what cost?
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The answer is:

The information requested is unavailable in the format requested and the time taken to align available information with
the questions asked would involve excessive administrative expenses. Hundreds of courses were delivered by Health
and Community Services (H&CS) Staff Development Branch and the Information Systems Training Unit during this
period.
Information has been collected and provided in the following formats:
(i)
Listing of all courses offered by H&CS Staff Development Branch and Information Systems Training Unit
from 3 October 1992 to date. (Attachment 1).
(ii)
Management reports covering the period requested indicating numbers, work location and categories of
participants in these courses. The length of each course is also indicated in this data. This is in booklet form
and will be provided to you under separate cover.
(ill)
Summary of expenditure under available categories that are compatible with those requested in the
question. (Attachment 2).

(Attachments 1 and 2 referred to in answer have been supplied to honourable member and a copy tabled in the Parliamentary
Library).

Aged Care: expenditure on conferences, seminars, workshops and training courses
(Question No. 204)
Mr HAERMEYER asked the Minister for Community Services, for the Minister for Aged Care:
In respect of expenditure on conferences, seminars, workshops and training courses or like events by each department,
agency or authority within his administration for the period 3 October 1992 to date:
1.
What was the name of each conference, course, seminar, workshop or like event attended indicating - (a) locality
and venue; (b) purpose; and (c) the name of each person attending?
2.
What was the cost of each event indicating: (a) accommodation; (b) entertainment; (c) meals and refreshments; (d)
travel; (e) car hire; (f) taxis and hire cars; and (g) other expenses?
3.
Whether the event was externally organised; if so what was the name of the person(s), organisation(s) or
companies engaged and at what cost?

Mr JOHN (Minister for Community Services) - The answer supplied by the Minister for Aged Care is:
The information requested is unavailable in the format requested and the time taken to align available information with
t)1e questions asked would involve excessive administrative expenses. Hundreds of courses were delivered by Health
and Community Services (H&CS) Staff Development Branch and the Information Systems Training Unit during this
period.
Wormation has been collected and provided. in the following formats:
(i)
Listing of all courses offered by H&:CS Staff Development Branch and Information Systems Training Unit
from 3 October 1992 to date. (Attachment 1).
(ii)
Management reports covering the period requested. indicating numbers, work location and categories of
participants in these courses. The length of each course is also indicated in this data. This is in booklet form
and will be provided to you under separate cover.
(ill)
Summary of expenditure under available categories that are compatible with those requested. in the
question. (Attachment 2).

(Attachments 1 and 2 referred to in answer have been supplied to honourable member and a copy tabled in the Parliamentary
Library).

Community Services: interstate travel
(Question No. 219)
Mr HAERMEYER asked the Minister for Community Services:
In respect of expenditure on interstate travel by each department, agency or authority within his administration for the
period 3 October 1992 to date:
1.
What the name was of each individual undertaking such travel and to what destinations?
2.
What was the purpose of visiting each destination?
3.
With whom did the minister or persons undertaking such travel meet and for what purpose?
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5.
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What costs were associated with the travel, indicating -<a) airfares;(b) car rental and hire cars, including
type of cars hired or rented; (c) taxis; (d) accommodation, including name of establishment and the
itemised costs; (e) entertainment, including nature, venue and itemised costs; and (f) other expenses?
Whether family members, associates, or guests accompanied the traveller(s) on each trip; if so at what cost?

Mr JOHN (Minister for Community Services) - The answer is:
To answer this question from departmental records would entail an examination of all personal expense claims. Each
employee may have many entries which would have to be investigated to determine if they relate to an interstate trip.
The time and resources required to do this cannot be justified.
However, National Australia Bank Travel (NABT) is the contracted agent for the provision of interstate air travel to the
department and the bank has been able to provide a report for the designated period on:
passenger name;
destination;
airfare costs.
This report is attached and has been used to provide the information below.
1.
There was a total of 710 interstate trips undertaken by staff of the Department of Health and Community
Services within the designated period 3.10.92 - 24.11.93. A list of names of staff and destinations is
attached.
2.
The time and resources required to answer this question for all 710 trips cannot be justified.
3.
The time and resources required to answer this question for all 710 trips cannot be justified.
4.
(a) The total cost for the Department of Health and Community Services for all 710 trips within the
designated period is $293 431.38.
(b) - (f)
The time and resources required to answer this question for all 710 trips cannot be justified.
5.
During the designated period only travel by officers of the department on official duty was paid for by the
department.

<Attachment referred to in answer has been supplied to honourable member and a copy tabled in the Parliamentary Ubrary).

Health: interstate travel
(Question No. 220)
Mr HAERMEYER asked the Minister for Health:
In respect of expenditure on interstate travel by each department, agency or authority within his administration for the

period 3 October 1992 to date:
1.
What the name was of each individual undertaking such travel and to what destinations?
2.
What was the purpose of visiting each destination?
3.
With whom did the minister or persons undertaking such travel meet and for what purpose?
4.
What costs were associated with the travel, indicating - (a) airfares; (b) car rental and hire cars, including
type of cars hired or rented; (c) taxis; (d) accommodation, including name of establishment and the
itemised costs; (e) entertainment, including nature, venue and itemised costs; and (f) other expenses?
5.
Whether family members, associates, or guests accompanied the traveller(s) on each trip; if so, at what cost?

Mrs TEHAN (Minister for Health) - The answer is:
To answer this question from departmental records would entail an examination of all personal expense claims. Each
employee may have many entries which would have to be investigated to determine if they relate to an interstate trip.
The time and resources required to do this cannot be justified.
However, National Australia Bank Travel (NABT) is the contracted agent for the provision of interstate air travel to the
department and the bank has been able to provide a report for the designated period on:
passenger name;
destination;
airfare costs.
This report is attached and has been used to provide the information below.
1.
There was a total of 710 interstate trips undertaken by staff of the Department of Health and Community
Services within the designated period 3.10.92 - 24.11.93. A list of names of staff and destinations is
attached.
2.
The time and resources required to answer this question for all 710 trips cannot be justified.
3.
The time and resources required to answer this question for all 710 trips cannot be justified.
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(a) The total cost for the Department of Health and Community Services for all 710 trips within the
designated period is $293 431.38.
(b) - (f)
The time and resources required to answer this question for all 710 trips cannot be justified.
During the designated period only travel by officers of the department on official duty was paid for by the
department.

(Attachment referred to in answcr has been supplied to honourable membcr and a copy tabled in the Parliamentary Library).

Aged Care: interstate travel
(Question No. 221)
Mr HAERMEYER asked the Minister for Community Services, for the Minister for Aged Care:
In respect of expenditure on interstate travel by each department, agency or authority within his administration for the

period 3 October 1992 to date:
1.
What the name was of each individual undertaking such travel and to what destinations?
2.
What was the purpose of visiting each destination?
3.
With whom did the minister or persons undertaking such travel meet and for what purpose?
4.
What costs were associated with the travel, indicating - (a) airfares;(b) car rental and hire cars, including
type of cars hired or rented; (c) taxis; (d) accommodation, including name of establishment and the
itemised costs; (e) entertainment, including nature, venue and itemised costs; and (f) other expenses?
5.
Whether family members, associates, or guests accompanied the traveller(s) on each trip; if so at what cost?

Mr JOHN (Minister for Community Services) - The answer supplied by the Minister for Aged Care is:
To answer this question from departmental records would entail an examination of all personal expense claims. Each
employee may have many entries which would have to be investigated to determine if they relate to an interstate trip.
The time and resources required to do this cannot be justified.
However, National Australia Bank Travel (NABT) is the contracted agent for the provision of interstate air travel to the
department and the bank has been able to provide a report for the designated period on:
passenger name;
destination;
airfare costs.
This report is attached and has been used to provide the information below.
1.
There was a total of 710 interstate trips undertaken by staff of the Department of Health and Community
Services within the designated period 3.10.92 - 24.11.93. A list of names of staff and destinations is
attached.
2.
The time and resources required to answer this question for all 710 trips cannot be justified.
3.
The time and resources required to answer this question for all 710 trips cannot be justified.
4.
(a) The total cost for the Department of Health and Community Services for all 710 trips within the
designated period is $293 431.38.
The time and resources required to answer this question for all 710 trips cannot be justified.
(b) - (f)
5.
During the designated period only travel by officers of the department on official duty was paid for by the
department.

(Attachment referred to in answcr MS been supplied to honourable member and a copy tabled in the Parliamentary Library).

Community Services: overseas travel
(Question No. 251)
Mr HAERMEYER asked the Minister for Community Services:
In respect of expenditure on interstate travel by each department, agency or authority within his administration for the
period 3 October 1992 to date:
1.
What the name was of each individual undertaking such travel and to what destinations?
2.
What was the purpose of visiting each destination?
3.
With whom did the minister or persons undertaking such travel meet and for what purpose?
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What costs were associated with the travel, indicating - (a) airfares; (b) car rental and hire cars, including
type of cars hired or rented; (c) taxis; (d) accommodation, including name of establishment and the
itemised costs; (e) entertainment, including nature, venue and itemised costs; and (f) other expenses?
Whether family members, associates, or guests C'ccompanied the traveller(s) on each trip; if so at what cost?

Mr JOHN (Minister for Community Services) - The answer is:
The time and resources required to collate this information for each agency and authority within the administration of
the Minister for Community Services cannot be justified. The following information is provided in respect of overseas
travel within the Department of Health and Community Services. Ministerial overseas travel is conducted within the
administration of the Department of the Premier and Cabinet and I understand the Premier will be providing
information on ministerial travel.
1.
Tracey O'Halloran and Ian Freckelton - USA and Canada
2 & 3. Interview of witnesses in relation to the Children of God court case.
The aggregate of costs associated with the travel to the Department of Health and Community Services is
4.
$11 148.84. The time and resources required to itemise all costs cannot be justified.
5.
The Department of Health and Community Services incurred only costs for the travellers.
1.
Carolyn Blair - USA
2 & 3. Attendance at the First International Conference of the National Association of Children's Hospitals
and Related Institutions.
4.
The aggregate of costs associated with the travel to the Department of Health and Community Services is
$1975.61. The time and resources required to itemise all costs cannot be justified.
5.
The Department of Health and Community Services incurred only costs for the traveller.
1.
Or Christopher Brook - The Netherlands
2 & 3. Presentation to the meeting of the International Society on Quality Assurance in Health Care
registering Victoria as a proposed site for the placement of its permanent secretariat.
4.
The aggregate of costs associated with the travel to the Department of Health and Community Services is
$5625.47. The time and resources required to itemise all costs cannot be justified.
5.
The Department of Health and Community Services incurred only costs for the traveller.
1.
Jennifer Luntz - USA
2 & 3. To examine and report on preventative programs for children whose parents suffer from mental illness
(Creswick Foundation Travelling Fellowship).
4.
The aggregate of costs associated with the travel to the Department of Health and Community Services is
$223.68.
5.
The Department of Health and Community Services incurred only costs for the traveller.

1.
Or Robert Simpson - USA
2 & 3. Completed a Master of Public Administration at Harvard University (Victorian Health Promotion
Foundation Overseas Fellowship).
4.
The aggregate of costs associated with the travel to the Department of Health and Community Services is
$416.80.
5.
The Department of Health and Community Services incurred only costs for the traveller.
1.
John Prent - Romania, The Netherlands and Thailand
2 & 3. Negotiation of a new intercountry adoption program with the Romanian Committee for Adoption.
Concluded Australia's contribution to the development of The Hague Convention on Intercountry
Adoption. Negotiation of a new intercountry adoption program in Thailand.
4.
The aggregate of costs associated with the travel to the Department of Health and Community Services is
$12240.30. The time and resources required to itemise all costs cannot be justified.
5.
The Department of Health and Community Services incurred only costs for the traveller.
1.
Or David Tofler - USA and Germany
2 & 3. Recall to duty to attend the Sixth Congress of the International Psychogeriatric Association in Berlin.
Examination of latest advances in the field of psychogeriatrics at the McLean Hospital Psychogeriatric
Unit in Boston.
4 & 5. The Department of Health and Community Services did not incur any costs associated with the travel.
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Health: overseas travel
(Question No. 252)
Mr HAERMEYER asked the Minister for Health:
In respect of expenditure on interstate travel by each department, agency or authority within his administration for the
period 3 October 1992 to date:
1.
What the name was of each individual undertaking such travel and to what destinations?
2.
What was the purpose of visiting each destination?
3.
With whom did the minister or persons undertaking such travel meet and for what purpose?
4.
What costs were associated with the travel, indicating - (a) airfares; (b) car rental and hire cars, including
type of cars hired or rented; (c) taxis; (d) accommodation, including name of establishment and the
itemised costs; (e) entertainment, including nature, venue and itemised costs; and (£) other expenses?
5.
Whether family members, associates, or guests accompanied the traveller(s) on each trip; if so at what cost?

Mrs TEHAN (Minister for Health) - The answer is:
The time and resources required to collate this information for each agency and authority within the administration of
the Minister for Community Services cannot be justified. The following information is provided in respect of overseas
travel within the Department of Health and Community Services. Ministerial overseas travel is conducted within the
administration of the Department of the Premier and Cabinet and I understand the Premier will be providing
information on ministerial travel.
1.
Tracey O'Halloran and lan Freckelton - USA and Canada
2 & 3. Interview of witnesses in relation to the Children of God court case.
4.
The aggregate of costs associated with the travel to the Department of Health and Community Services is
$11148.84. The time and resources required to itemise all costs cannot be justified.
5.
The Department of Health and Community Services incurred only costs for the travellers.
Carolyn Blair - USA
2 & 3. Attendance at the First International Conference of the National Association of Children's Hospitals
and Related Institutions.
4.
The aggregate of costs associated with the travel to the Department of Health and Community Services is
$1975.61. The time and resources required to itemise all costs cannot be justified.
5.
The Department of Health and Community Services incurred only costs for the traveller.
1.

1.
Or Christopher Brook - The Netherlands
2 & 3. Presentation to the meeting of the International Society on Quality Assurance in Health Care
registering Victoria as a proposed site for the placement of its permanent secretariat.
4.
The aggregate of costs associated with the travel to the Department of Health and Community Services is
$5625.47. The time and resources required to jtemise all costs cannot be justified.
5.
The Department of Health and Community Services incurred only costs for the traveller.

Jennifer Luntz - USA
2 & 3. To examine and report on preventative programs for children whose parents suffer from mental illness
(Creswick Foundation Travelling Fellowship).
4.
The aggregate of costs associated with the travel to the Department of Health and Community Services is
1.

$223.68.

5.

The Department of Health and Community Services incurred only costs for the traveller.

1.
Or Robert Simpson - USA
2 & 3. Completed a Master of Public Administration at Harvard University (Victorian Health Promotion
Foundation Overseas Fellowship).
4.
The aggregate of costs associated with the travel to the Department of Health and Community Services is
$416.80.
5.
The Department of Health and Community Services incurred only costs for the traveller.
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1.
John Prent - Romania, The Netherlands and Thailand
2 & 3. Negotiation of a new intercountry adoption program with the Romanian Committee for Adoption.
Concluded Australia's contribution to the development of The Hague Convention on Intercountry
Adoption. Negotiation of a new intercountry adoption program in Thailand.
4.
The aggregate of costs associated with the travel to the Department of Health and Community Services is
$12240.30. The time and resources required to itemise all costs cannot be justified.
5.
The Department of Health and Community Services incurred only costs for the traveller.

1.
Or David Tofler - USA and Germany
2 & 3. Recall to duty to attend the Sixth Congress of the International Psychogeriatric Association in Berlin.
Examination of latest advances in the field of psychogeriatrics at the McLean Hospital Psychogeriatric
Unit in Boston.
4 & 5. The Department of Health and Community Services did not incur any costs associated with the travel.

Aged Care: overseas travel
(Question No. 252)
Mr HAERMEYER asked the Minister for Community Services, for the Minister for Aged Care:
In respect of expenditure on interstate travel by each department, agency or authority within his administration for the
period 3 October 1992 to date:
1.
What the name was of each individual undertaking such travel and to what destinations?
2.
What was the purpose of visiting each destination?
3.
With whom did the minister or persons undertaking such travel meet and for what purpose?
4.
What costs were associated with the travel, indicating - (a) airfares; (b) car rental and hire cars, including
type of cars hired or rented; (c) taxis; (d) accommodation, including name of establishment and the
itemised costs; (e) entertainment, including nature, venue and itemised costs; and (f) other expenses?
5.
Whether family members, associates, or guests accompanied the traveller(s) on each trip; if so at what cost?

Mr JOHN (Minister for Community Services) - The answer supplied by the Minister for Aged. Care is:
The time and resources required to collate this information for each agency and authority within the administration of
the Minister for Community Services cannot be justified. The following information is provided in respect of overseas
travel within the Department of Health and Community Services. Ministerial overseas travel is conducted within the
administration of the Department of the Premier and Cabinet and I understand the Premier will be providing
information on ministerial travel.
1.
Tracey O'Halloran and Ian Freckelton - USA and Canada
2 & 3. Interview of witnesses in relation to the Children of God court case.
4.
The aggregate of costs associated with the travel to the Department of Health and Community Services is
$11148.84. The time and resources required to itemise all costs cannot be justified.
5.
The Department of Health and Community Services incurred only costs for the travellers.
1.
Carolyn Blair - USA
2 & 3. Attendance at the First International Conference of the National Association of Children's Hospitals
and Related Institutions.
4.
The aggregate of costs associated with the travel to the Department of Health and Community Services is
$1975.61. The time and resources required to itemise all costs cannot be justified.
5.
The Department of Health and Community Services incurred only costs for the traveller.
1.
Or Ouistopher Brook - The Netherlands
2 & 3. Presentation to the meeting of the International Society on Quality Assurance in Health Care
registering Victoria as a proposed site for the placement of its permanent secretariat.
4.
The aggregate of costs associated with the travel to the Department of Health and Community Services is
$5625.47. The time and resources required to itemise all costs cannot be justified.
5.
The Department of Health and Community Services incurred only costs for the traveller.
1.
Jennifer Luntz - USA
2 & 3. To examine and report on preventative programs for children whose parents suffer from mental illness
(Creswick Foundation Travelling Fellowship).
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The aggregate of costs associated with the travel to the Department of Health and Community Services is
$223.68.

5.

The Department of Health and Community Services incurred only costs for the traveller.

1.
Or Robert Sirnpson - USA
2 & 3. Completed a Master of Public Administration at Harvard University (Victorian Health Promotion
Foundation Overseas Fellowship).
4.
The aggregate of costs associated with the travel to the Department of Health and Community Services is
5416.80.

5.

The Department of Health and Community Services incurred only costs for the traveller.

1.
John Prent - Romania, The Netherlands and Thailand
2 & 3. Negotiation of a new intercountry adoption program with the Romanian Committee for Adoption.
Concluded Australia's contribution to the development of The Hague Convention on Intercountry
Adoption. Negotiation of a new intercountry adoption program in Thailand.
4.
The aggregate of costs associated with the travel to the Department of Health and Community Services is
$12 240.30. The time and resources required to itemise all costs cannot be justified.
5.
The Department of Health and Community Services incurred only costs for the traveller.
1.
Or David Toiler - USA and Germany
2 & 3. Recall to duty to attend the Sixth Congress of the International Psychogeriatric Association in Berlin.
Examination of latest advances in the field of psychogeriatrics at the McLean Hospital Psychogeriatric
Unit in Boston.
4 & 5. The Department of Health and Community Services did not incur any costs associated with the travel.
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Extractive industries, 2093
Fair Trading and Business Affairs, Office of
Introduction agencies, 220i
Health Computing Services ltd, 70
Law Refonn Committee
Law of wills, 1867
Magistrates Court, 2190
National Road Trauma Advisory Council, 641
Obstetric and Paediatric Mortality and Morbidity,
Consultative Council on, 1867
Ombudsman, 1713
Public Accounts and Estimates Committee
1993, 1713
1993-94 budget estimates, 2189
Erratum, 367
Victorian public hospitals, 1867
Public Bodies Review Committee
Metropolitan Fire Brigades Board, 429
Scrutiny of Acts and Regulations Committee

Alert Digest, 10,367,641,855, 1133, 1412, 1713
Annual, 903
Subordinate legislation, 10
Water regulations, 10
Supreme Court judges, 2190
WorkCover, 10,855, 1713
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SUBJECTS
(q = question without notice)

Apprentices
Training, 1767
Transport subsidies, 814
(See also Tertiary education and training)

A
Aquarium, Proposed Melbourne, 1115, 1119
Aboriginal health funding, q 2026
Accommodation services, Emergency, 1478
Active at Any Age program, 670, 675
Administrative Appeals Tribunal
Planning decisions, 1320
Aged Care
Abuse of the elderly, 420
Active at Any Age program, 670, 675
Elderly person units, 1114, 1463
Home and community care workshops, 1558
Inner West Linkages program, 423
Knox palliative care unit, 1642
Supported accommodation, 894
Agenda 21, q 1502
Agriculture, Department of
Camperdown office, 1463, 1468
(See also Minister for Agriculture)
Airshow Down-under, q 793

Auditor-General
Grants and subsidies to non-government
organisations, 679
International student programs, 70
Ministerial portfolios, 1955
Purchasing practices, 2190
Australia Air International, q 362, q 455, q 536, q 538,
q 702
Australian Compensation Services, q 704
Australian Football League, 2114
Australian Labor Party
Branch stacking, 1949, 1952
Fundraising, 1255
Performance, 1489
Australia-Taiwan air services agreement, q 635
Autumn economic statement (See Appropriation
(Interim 1994-95) Bill in BILLS)
Avalon Airshow, 768

B

Albert Park
Revitalisation, q 2212
(See also Grand prix)
Albert Park, Honourable member for
(See Members)
Ambulance services
Advertising campaign, q 1711, q 2124
Contracting out, q 796, 814, 817, q 1804, q 1893, 2013,
2015
Footscray station, 669
Management, q 1707
Private operators, q 633
Reforms, q 1590, q 1592, q 1672, q 1674
Response times, q 1294, q 1405, q 1406, q 1407, q 1504,
1565, q 1588, q 1589, q 1672, q 1674, q 1708, q 2212
AN CA Pty Ltd,446
Anzac Day
Observance, q 1103, 1183
Train services, 1174

Ballarat, City of
Bus access to new library, 2085, 2090
Spraying of elm trees, 192, 195,242,246,248,671,676,
761,764
Banyule House, 1489
Better Care Pty Ltd, q 704, q 797, 2119, 2184
Births, Deaths and Marriages, Registry of, q 1892
BLF Custodian reports, 10
Braeside Metropolitan Park, 420, 424,761,763,896,897
Brothels
Frankston permit, 1640, 1647
Budget
Capital works funding, q 1209
Debt reduction, q 1291
Improvements, q 1208
Burglar alarms, 1769, 1771
Burwood Highway, Ferntree Gully, 811
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Children

Buses
Contracting out of Met services, q 634, q 635, q 637,
q 638, q 706, q 707, q 794, 984, 987, 1070, 2112
Croydon-Femtree Gully service, 984, 987
Greenvale services, 2182
Hampton Park service, 1073
Little River school service, 1858, 1862
Reforms, 89, q 2123
School, 245, 249
Sydenham service, 1640, 1644
Wangaratta crash re-enactment, 892, 899
(See also National Bus Company, and Roger
Graham and Associates)

Child abuse, 433
Family group homes, q 539
Mandatory reporting, 191, 197
Protective services, 191, 197, q 1211, 2275, 2279
Children of God, 1176, 1179
Chung Corporation Ltd, q 1705, q 1706, q 1800, q 1802,
q 1803, q 1889, q 1890, q 1891, q 1892, q 1978, q 2022,
q2312
(See also Totalizator Agency Board)
Cigarette sales, 1768, 1772

Bushfires (See Fire)

Clinic Care Pty Ltd, q 1893

Business and industry

Clinictrans Pty Ltd, 814, 817, 2013, 2015, q 2311

Assistance guidelines, 811, 819
Hong Kong trade mission, 2110
Investment initiatives, q 929, q 1123
Japanese investment in VictOria, q 1210
Links with Greece, q 848
Opportunities in Asia, q 360
Overseas trade missions, 2087
Regulation reform, q 459
Small business growth, q 1710

Cobram-Yarrawonga Adult Training Centre, 1464,
1466

Coburg, Honourable member for
(See Members)
Cockatoos, Sulphur-crested, 1859, 1864
Commonwealth Grants Commission, q 224

Business of the house (See Parliament)

Commonwealth Industrial Relations Act, q 637, q 705,
q 793, 812, 813, 821

Bux, Ms Dedrie, 1641, 1645

Commonwealth Parliamentary Association, 1473

c
Calder Highway speed limit, 193
Capital City Policy project, q 1711

Commonwealth-state financial relations, q 224, q 359,
q537
Communications, Director of
Performance, 1492

Capital works (See Budget)

Community-based employment programs, 442

Cars (See Vehicles)

Community residential units, 2010, 2016

Case-mix funding (See Hospitals)

Community Support Fund, 434

Casino

Conservation and Natural Resources, Department of

Hudson Conway Ltd managing director, q 1403
Tender process, q 1124, q 1500, q 1503
(See also Crown Casino Ltd)
Casino Management Act, 1412
Centre Road, Bentleigh, 1069
Centres against sexual assault, q 3
Chemicals
Fruit spray registration, 1177, 1179
Relocation of Coode Island storage facility, q 1016,
2093
Yarraville fire, 1320
(See also Herbicides)

Fire buffer zones, 421, 424
Platypus deaths in Genoa River, 61, 67
Constitution Act
Alleged breach, 9, 15, 103
Consumer Resource and Advocacy Centre, Outer
East, 2088, 2091
Coode Island chemical storage facility, 2093
Corellas, Long-billed, 1859, 1864
Council of Australian Governments, q 1
County Court
Judges report, 2190
Scaffolding, q 226
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Credit rating (See Finance)
Criminal justice system, 1793
Crown Casino Ltd, q 852, q 929, q 1500, q 1503, q 1979
Crown land, Echuca, 2086

Drugs
Drug-taking apparatus, 983
Legalisation of illegal, 1481
New Directions in Alcohol and Drug Services, q 639
OS and C Developments Pty Ltd, 431, 757

Cystic fibrosis services, 1861, 1865

E

D
East Gippsland winter family games, 1861, 1866
D and M Painters, 431

Echuca Crown land, 2086

Daily Hansard, 903, 924, 1075

Eastland shopping centre, 1947, 1950

Dairy industry

Ecclestone, Bemie (See Grand prix)

Dumping of Dutch cheese, 1556, 1560
Investment initiatives, q 929
Dandenong court complex, q 2024
Dandenong Ranges, 1178, 1180
Daylight saving, q 634
Debt, State (See Finance)
Dental services
At Latrobe Regional Hospital, 1317
Deputy Ombudsman (Police Complaints), 1860,1864
Diamond Valley, Shire of
Planning agreement, 2012, 2018

Economic Development Committee
Appointments, 2285
Victorian building and construction industry, 1411,
2189
Education
Gender issues, 1471
Gifted children, 925
Leaming assessment project, q 1014
LOTE programs, q 638,1948,1951
Physical and sport education, q 2022
Schools of the Future program, 693
(See also Preschools, Schools and colleges,
Students, Teachers, and Tertiary education and
training)

Direct Cameras, 1686, 1690

Elderly person units, 1114

Disability services

Electoral redistribution, q 2311

Aids for disabled program, 893
Kew Cottages, 815, 818
Payments, 2088
Respite care, 424, 425, 510, 511

Electricity industry
Reforms, q 5, q 1590
(See also Generation Victoria, and SEC)
Electricity Services Victoria (See SEC)

Distinguished visitors, 1, 96,221,359,460,702,847,
1800,2120,2211,2312

Employee Relations Act, q 1130

Division list, correction of, 767

Employment

Dogs, Savage, 193, 196
(See also Pit bull terriers)

Domestic violence
Services review, q 1126
VVangaratta, 61,66
(See also Women)
Domson Pty Ltd, 430
Dookie railway land, 981, 987
Drug and alcohol services, q 639

Community-based programs, 442, q 1014
Federal white paper, q 1672
Jobskills program, 436
Labour force trends, q 1705
(See also Unemployment)
Environment and Natural Resources Committee
Eductor dredging, 1471
Extractive industries, 2093
Environment Protection Authority
Gas bumoff, 1069
Herbicide overspraying in Ballarat, 192, 195,242,246,
248,671,676,761,764
Testing station, 2181
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Environment Victoria

Footrot control program, 1559, 1561

Advertising, 1768, 1771

Footscray, City of
Expenses of chief executive officer, 671, 1175
Land acquisition, 2100

Equal Opportunity Board
President, q 1128, q 1707

Forensic Medicine, Department of, q 3, 245, 248

Essendon Airport
Composting facility, 1949
Ethnic Affairs Commission
Grants, 2351, 2358
Interpreter cards, 2353, 2359
Racial vilification, 1765, 1769, q 1800

Forests
East Gippsland, 61, 67
Foster care
In western suburbs, 2276, 2280

Exhibition Centre, Southbank, q 1502

Francis Nicholson Homes Pty Lld, 430

Exports

Fruit fly, q 1891, 1950, 1953

National growth, q 2211
Victorian, q 2211
(See also Business and industry)

F
Fair Trading
Direct Cameras, 1686, 1690
Geelong West town hall sale, 1557, 1562
(See also Minister for Fair Trading)

Fruit sprays (See Chemicals)

G
Gallant Ridge Pty Ltd, 680, 814, 817
Gambling addiction, q 707
Gaming (See Casino, T ABcorp, Totalizator Agency
Board,f and Victorian Gaming Commission)
Geelong Interchange Youth Group, 982

Family, l11e, 1176, 1179
Family group homes, q 539
Family Week, q 2028
Federal Airports Corporation, q 8
Fightback
Policy document, 241
Finance
Debt reduction, q 1291
Niemeyer statement, q 1673
State credit rating, q 4, q 853
State debt, q 96
Fire
Buffer zones, 421, 424
Bushfires in western Victoria, q 1212
Yarraville chemical, 1320
Fishing industry
Mesh nets, 244, 247

Generation Victoria
Redundancies, 1255, 1259
Gippsland repeater station, 1071
Gippsland Water
Charges, llB, 1120
Gladstone Park young citizens group, 242, 246
Government
Media contracts, 516, 2108
Office accommodation, q 1804
Grand prix
Albert Park track, q 1101, 1476, q 1671, 1714,2098,
2354
Alternative sites, 2098
Costs, q 931, q 1122, q 1404, q 1410, 1475, 1714,2097,
q 2211, q 2307
Health effects, 1688, 1714
Melbourne Major Events Company Ltd, 1476, 1714,
q2307
Tobacco sponsorship, q I, q 2021, 2098

Floods
In north-eastern Victoria, 243, 247

Food
Premises in residential areas, 856
Standards, q 1978

Greater Geelong, City of, 2278
Greece
Cultural links, q 848
Grief counselling, 445
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Grievance days, 201, 1471

(11 )

House Committee
Appointments, 2285

H
Housing
Health
Albert Park, honourable member for: allegations,
q 2308, 2352, 2357
Breast screerting, 422,426
Cigarette sales, 1768, 1772
Compression garments for lymphoedema sufferers,
2278
Cystic fibrosis services, 1861, 1865
Drug and alcohol services, q 639
Maternal and child health services, 2117
McTits sandwich shop, 59, 63
Pap smears, 894,898
Rural services, q 2021
(See also Aged Care, Ambulance services, and
Hospitals)

Building practices, 1071
Government contracts, 429, 757
Shared home ownership scheme, 1112, 1177
(See also Accommodation services, Emergency, and
Planning)
Housing Guarantee Fund Ltd, 63, 66, 431, 1174, 1766
Hume Freeway
Wangaratta bus crash re-enactment, 892, 899
Hume Weir, 2183

I
Incinerators
Effects on environment, 1070

Health and Community Services, Department of
Capital works expenditure, q 1410
Health Computing Services Ltd report, 70
Herbicides
Overspraying in BaHarat, 192, 195, 242, 246, 248, 671,
676,761,764
(See also Chemicals)

Industrial relations
Federal reforms, q 637, q 70S, q 793, 812, 813, 821,924,
1483, q 1889, q 1890
Junior wage rates, q 1591
National wage
Guidelines, 812, 813, 821
Increase, q 797
State, q 704, 1483

Hightower Pty Ltd planning permit, 2278

Industrial safety audits, 1641, 1644

Highway service centres

Industry (See Business and industry)

Euroa,680,814,81~2103

Intellectually disabled
Hitz FM, 192, q 225

Cobram-Yarrawonga Adult Training Centre, 1464,

Home and community care services, 1558

Men's netball championships, 813, 818
Residential services, 1114

Horticultural Development, Institute of, 194, 196
Hospitals
Case-mix funding, q 6, 60, 65, q 1016, 1557, 1561,
q 1708, q 2214
Country, q 100
Elmore District, 1258, 1261
Footscray Psychiatric, 62, 64
Laboratory science course, 760, 762
Latrobe Regional dental services, 1317
Maternity care, 60, 65
Mordialloc-Cheltenham Community, 1557, 1561
Mount Royal Rehabilitation Unit, 982, 989
Prince Henry's, q 1979
Proposed northern,2184
Rochester and Elmore District Health Service, 757, 762
Shortage of speCialists, q 539
Waiting lists, q 1708
Wangaratta District Base, 1861, 1865
Werribee Mercy, 190
Wodonga District obstetric services, 985, 989

1466

Interpretercards,2353,2359
Interstate migration, 70
Introduction agencies
Report of Office of Fair Trading and Business Affairs,
2207
Investment (See Business and industry)
Irrigation
Goulbum Valley and Sunraysia districts, 1558, 1560

J
JGK Nominees, 9, IS, 103
Jiangsu Province, q 1893, q 2027
Jobskills program, 436
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K
Keilor, City of

M
McTits sandwich shop, 59, 63

Activities of council, 437
New municipal centre, 892, 897
Kew Cottages, 815, 818
Kindergartens (See Preschools)
KNF Advertising, 9, 15, 103

Magistrates Court
New technology, q 2122
Report, 2190
Malvern, City of
Boundaries, 893, 897
Meat industry

Knox, City of
Femtree Gully shire hall, 1073

L
Land title anomalies, 1117
Langi Kal Kal Prison, 1768
Law Reform Committee
Law of wills, 1867

Inspectors, 509,513, q 540
Mediation services, q 1130
Medibank Private claim, 2106
Melbourne Airport
Privatisation, q 932, 1072
Melbourne Major Events Company Ltd
prix)

(See

Grand

Melbourne Parks and Waterways, 1117, 1119
Lawcare, q 1982
Melbourne sports centre, Proposed, q 1406
Leeds Media and Communication Services Pty Ltd
Accreditation, q 2023, q 2024, q 2028, q 2121
Alleged breaches of media council rules, q 1015,
q2214
Government contracts, q 1016, 1492, q 2024, q 2028,
q2122
Tender processes, q 2309
Legal aid
Lawcare, q 1982
Level crossings (See Rail)
Liberal Party
Federalleadership, q 1980, q 1982
Fightback policy document, 241
Library services, q 2123

Melbourne Water
Melton water levy, 1117, 1119
(See also Water)
Melton, Shire of
Water levy, 1117, 1119
Members
Albert Park: allegations, q 2308, 2352, 2357
Behaviour, 1121
Coburg
Election of Mr Carlo Carli, 1705
Resignation of Honourable T. W. Roper, 799, 847
Williarnstown: resignation of Honourable}. E.
Kirner,2343
(See also Opposition)

Liquor Control (Amendment> Act, q 1015,1115

Menada Pty Ltd, 814, 817

Livestock theft, 2279, 2355, 2360

MerIynston commuter car park, 1318

Local government

Mews project, East Melbourne, q 1406

Municipal electrical undertakings, 760, 764
Restructures, 857,892,893,897,904, 1116, 1118, 1685
Voting by permanently disabled, 2276
Local Government Board
Comments of chairman, q 1126
Municipalrestructures,892,893,897
London Transport Bus Tours, 2012, 2015

Mining industry
Exploration in Bendigo, 1113, 1118
Government initiatives, q 854
Minister for Agriculture
Trip to Middle East and Europe, q 1127
Minister for Fair Trading
Performance, 1859, 1863

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY

(13)

Parliament

Ministry
Office renovations, q 1290, q 1292
Shadow, 1412
Moody's Investors Service, q 853
Moomba gas pipeline, q 1802
Motel quality assurance control, 1072
Mount Stirling ski development, q 359

Business program, 18,201,368,547, 641, 857, 1143,
1412,1715,2030
Division list, 1991
JOUntsitlings, 679, 708,878,901
Leader of the Opposition: naming, 1103
Members: behaviour, 1121
POUnts of order: ruling, 1109, 1131
Sessional orders: suspension, 1097
Parliament House

N
National Bus Company, q 634, q 635, q 637, q 638,
q 706, q 707, q 794, 984, 987, 1070, 2112
(See

also Buses, and Roger Graham and Associates)

National Road Trauma Advisory Council report, 641

Rats Un grounds, 1557, 1562
Parliamentary committees, 2030
(See also list of REPORTS)
Parliamentary Contributory Superannuation Fund
Actuarial investigation, 429

Naval ammunition storage complex, 1687, 1691
Pedestrian crossings (See Roads)

Neighbourhood houses
Berwick, 1643
Management structure, 1950, 1952
New Directions in Alcohol and Drug Services, q 639
Niemeyer statement, q 1673
Notices of motion
Admissibility, 2283

o
Obstetric and Paediatric Mortality and Morbidity,
Consultative Council on: report, 1867
Oil and gas industry
Dandenong waste oil project, 1642, 1648
In Sale, 1256, 1262

Shell refinery dispute, q 1404
Old Castlemaine gaol, 1257, 1260
Olympic Games, Special, 673, 675
Ombudsman
SpeCial report, 1713
Opposition
Deputy Leader: appointment, 1403
Leader
Electorate officer, 1689, 1690
Naming, 1103
Place of residence, 438

p
Parkinson'S disease support group, 2089, 2090

Personal explanations
Mr Hayward, 189
Mr Leigh,2164

Mr McLellan, 1058
Mr Mac1ellan, 9
Mr Roper, 515
Mr Seitz, 1831
Mr Thwaites, 2319
Petitions
Altona hospital, 9
Annexation of Kinglake, 1649
Battery hens, 855
Capital and corporal punishment, 1471
City of Altona, 9
City of Greater Geelong, 2029
Clothing requirements for food preparation outlets,
2189
Creek pollutants, 855
CrossUngs at Laverton, 2284
CSR Softwoods, Dartmoor, 903
Disability services, 515, 1076
Fairlea Prison, 640
Glengala Park primary, Glengala primary and
SunshUne special development schools, 640
Grand prix, 2284
Human life experimentation, 69
Kerford Clinic, Mayday Hills, 1265
Loyola semUnary, 1133
Malvern community health services, 1712
Maternal and child health services, 367, 767
Maternity care, 69, 429, 767, 1565, 1649
Merinda Park railway station, 1565
Mount Stirling, 1955
Neighbourhood houses, 69
Police stations and court complexes, 1410
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Pool and spa fencing, 640
Preschool and after-school fees, 69
Preschoolfunding,367,767,1712
School closures, 767
Sexual discrimination, 1265, 1773,2284
Speech pathology service, 1565
State deficit levy, 10, 768, 1471
State education system, 640
Studentunions,2028,2189,2283
Totalizator Agency Board, 1133
Werribee District Hospital, 10
Petrol prices, q 457
Physical and sport education, q 2022
Pit bull terriers, 2355, 2361
Planning
Frankston brothel permit, 1640, 1647
Hightower Pty Ltd, 2278
Mews project, East Melbourne, q 1406
Mornington scheme amendment, 60, 64
Port Melbourne appeal, 511, 512
Procedures, 1774
St Kilda planning scheme, 1319
(See also Housing)
Planning and Development, Department of
Government housing and construction contracts, 429,
757
Housing office: opposition visit, 1685
Platypus deaths, Genoa River, 61, 67
Point Gellibrand, 1464, 1468
Police
Bayswater, 2356, 2360
Capsicum spray in cells, 421
Comments on child protection, 1687
Confidential information, q 847, q 850, q 854, q 933,
q 1709
Deputy Ombudsman (Police Complaints), 1860, 1864
Firearm training procedures, q 636
Forensic Medicine, Department of, q 3,245,248
Impounding of cars, 1555, 1559
Lakes Entrance station, 1639, 1644
Speed cameras, 2089
Sunshine station, 1686
Port of Melbourne Authority
Oil spill, 1069
Post Newspapers Pty Lld, 421, 424
Premier
Alleged breach of Constitution Act, 9, IS, 103
Overseas mission with Treasurer, q 96

Premiers Conference, q 359
Preschools
Bendigo West, 1463, 1466
Bowerbird, 674, 677
Closures, 2085,2089
Enrolments in Footscray, 985
Funding, 447,449,451,453, 1556
William Hovell, 1462, 1466
Private Parking Services (Vie.) Pty Lld, 1465, 1468
Public Accounts and Estimates Committee
1993 report, 1713
1993-94 budget estimates, 2189
Erratum, 367
Victorian public hospitals, 1867
Public Bodies Review Committee
Metropolitan Fire Brigades Board, 429
Public Prosecutions, Director of, q 360
Public Record Office
Joint committee records, 2030
Public sector
Code of conduct, q 2026
Shellcards, q 1980, 2014, 2017
Superannuation, 2183, q 2309
Voluntary departure packages, q 97
Public transport
Commercial development at stations, q 365
Reforms, 89, q 2123
Waverley Park interchange, 506
(See also Buses, Rail, and Trams)
Public Transport Corporation
Dookie railway land, 981, 987
Property portfolio, q 1709
Travel concessions, 1946

R
Racial vilification, 1765, 1769, q 1800
Rail
Commercial development at stations, q 365
Flinders Street station, 1675
Melton timetable, 2182
Reforms, 89, q 2123
St Albans
Level crossing, 1559, 1563
Service, 244
Travel concessions, 1946
Upfield line, 2012, 2018
V /Line freight, q 1128, q 1504
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Wangaratta station, 1178
Werribee underpass, 1689
Real estate subagents, 509, 513, 1858, 1862
Respite care, 424, 425, 510, 511, 1764, 1770
River Murray levee banks, 2182
Road Safety Committee
Appointments, 2285
Roads
Braybrook pedestrian crossing, 1465
Burwood Highway, Femtree Gully, 811
Centre Road, Bentleigh, 1069
Highway service centres, 680, 814, 817, 2103
Roadside maintenance, 508
Templestowe Road, Lower Templestowe, 1641
Traffic offence anomalies, 454
Wangaratta bus crash re-enactment, 892,899
Wellington Road duplication, 670, 677
Western Ring Road, 1256
Roads Corporation (See VicRoads)
Rochester and Elmore District Health Service, 757, 762
Roger Graham and Associates, q 634, q 635, q 637,
q 638, q 706, q 707, q 794, 984, 987, 1070,211
(See also Buses, and National Bus Company)
Rosebud Lifesaving Club, 509
Rulings by the Chair
Addressing Chair, 1786,2071,2072,2094,2102,2103
Admissibility
Adjournment matter, 242, 246, 761, 892, 895, 1116,
1690,1765,1861,2014,2353
Amendment, 124
Motion, 680, 1183
~estion,224,225, 1013, 1980
Response, 1694
Alleged breach of Constitution Act, 2, 18, 105
Anticipating debate, 441, 673, 2356
Availability of documents, 140, 155, 156
Complicated questions, 108
Conduct of members, 692, 703, 988, 991, 992, 1121,
2213
Correct titles, 122, 867, 1102, 1500, 2101, 2359
Debates in other house, 904
Debating question, 362, 366, 633, 635, 796, 849, 850,
1124, 1126, 1208, 1212, 1292, 1293, 1294, 1295, 1406,
1503, 1505, 1591, 1592, 1593, 1673, 1674, 1692, 1706,
1710,2122
Display of articles, 1568
Hansard gUidelines, 1075
Incorporation of documents, 675,1488
Length of answers, 98, 101,223,457, 538, 1018, 1805
Limitation of discussion on adjournment matter, 896
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Naming of Leader of the Opposition, 1103
Obeisance to Chair, 1646
Order of business, 102, 104
Parliamentary committee minority reports, 1411
Personalexp11nations,1783,2319,2357
Question seeking opinion, 1589
Reading
From documents, 851, 986, 991, 1285, 1640, 2102
Of speeches, 681, 955,985, 1020,2067,2070
Reflection on Chair, 986
Relevance, 46, 90,94, 116, 159, 160,162,164,169,180,
209,370,384,385,456,457,636,644,706,711,721,
736,739,740,790,793,795,820,852,865,867,900,
905,906,914,930,931,934,1009,1027,1039,1078,
1085,1094,1102, 1144,1210,1226,1270, 1271, 1276,
1456, 1501, 1512, 1513, 1588, 1591, 1592, 1593, 1675,
1706,1708,1729,1896,1898,1899,1907,1957,2035,
2036,2055,2056,2123,2186,2192,2215,2222,2231,
2245,2248,2249,2251,2255,2259,2310,2320,2321,
2322,2361
Shadow ministry, announcement of, 1413
Spurious and vexatious points of order, 164,531,680,
1072,1129,1262,2071,2353,2361
Sub judice rule, 423, 973, 1765
Tabling of documents, 851, 986, 991, 992, 1645, 1907
Tedious repetition, 2321
Unparliamentary and offensive remarks, 21, 95, 97,
120,121,125,129,161,166,369,501,548,550,675,
686,688,703,721,740,762,793,849,934,98~988,

989,1014,1103,1104,1105,1106,1107,1116,1132,
1133, 1268, 1269, 1280, 1512,1514, 1638, 1691, 1766,
1770,1801,1895,1906,1916,1981,2009,2037,2047,
2054,2057,2068,2076,2099,2185,2186,2250,2283,
2302,2329,2353,2354,2359
Unresolved point of order, 1110

s
St Kilda, City of
Planning scheme, 1319
Restructure, 1116, 1118
Sale, City of
Sporting facilities, 1319
Salju, Sabri, 1477
Schools and colleges
Cheltenham Primary, 1464, 1468
Churchill North Primary, 759, 764
Coburg Secondary, 812, 815, 2355
Disadvantaged, 672, 676
Doveton West Primary site, 981, 986
Everton Upper Primary site, 1257, 1261
Flinders Park Secondary, 1321
Gladstone Park Secondary, 2011, 2014
Gravel Hill Primary site, 1259, 1261
Heidelberg West Primary, 672, 676
Kent Park Primary, 759
Korweinguboora Primary, 1174, 1178
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LOTE programs, q 638,1948,1951
Maintenance, 1494, 1499, q 1706
Mill Park Secondary, 758, 764
Monbulk Primary, 673, 677,1688
Montrose Primary, 445
Munro Primary, 507, 1858
New Rowville Primary, 1555, 1560
Northland Secondary, 1641, 1645
Preston Secondary, 812, 815,2355
Rutherglen High, 1949, 1951
School councils, 422
Security, 2277,2281
Self-management, 673, 677
Sunbury Primary, 2011, 2014
Westmeadows Primary, 758, 764
(See also Teachers, and Tertiary education and
training)

INDEX
South channel pile light, 1317
Southbank exhibition centre, q 1502
Spaceline Pty Ltd, 430
Speed cameras, 2089
Sport and recreation
Funding, 1948,1951
Proposed Melbourne sports centre, q 1406
Springvale, City of
Tip site, 191, 194,420,424,761,763,896,897
Standing Orders Committee
Private members' and opposition business, 1076
State debt (See Finance)

Schools of the Future program, 693

Stock agent loan repayments, 423

Scrutiny of Acts and Regulations Committee

Street collectors, 2087

Alert Digest, 10, 367, 641, 855, 1133, 1412, 1713
Annual report, 903
Appointments, 2285
Subordinate legislation, 10
Water regulations, 10

Street Kids policy, q 2121
Students
Travel concessions for tertiary, 2277
Submarines, O-class, 1258

SEC
Charges, 193
Headquarters, q 222
Reforms, q 5
Vehicles, q 458
(See also Generation Victoria)
Senior Citizens Week, 244
Septic tank industry, 1259
Serrated tussock weed, Melton, 2356, 2361
Sessional orders

Sunday trading, 895
Sunshine Cabinets, 1175, 1180
Sunshine youth accommodation project, q 1013
Superannuation (See Public sector)
Supported accommodation assistance program, 1478
Supreme Court
Appointment, q 1013
Judges report, 2190

Suspension, 1097
Sexual discrimination
Lesbians and gay men, 439
Shamford development company, 2011,2019
Shared home ownership scheme, 1112, 1177
Shell refinery dispute, q 1404
Shellcards, q 1980, 2014, 2017
Sheriff's Office, 1639, 1646
Small business (See Business and industry)
Snow Brand Pty Ltd, q 929
Soccer
World Cup final, 2180, 2185

T
TABcorp Holdings Ltd
Appointments, q 1408
(See also Totalizator Agency Board, and ViTAB Ltd»
Taxis
Echuca dispute, 1321
Multipurpose, 815, 816
Reforms, q 1588
Teachers
Bux, Ms Dedrie, 1641, 1645
District liaison principals, q 5, q 6, q 8, q 97, q 99,
q 221, q 223, q 224, q 226, q 364, q 366, q 459, q 460"
q 540, q 639
School principals, q 96, 243, 248, q 364
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Senior appointments, 18
Staff amenities, q 2214
Stop-work meetings, 1318
(See also Schools and colleges)
Telecom
Charges, q 455
Templestowe Road, Lower Templestowe, 1641
Tertiary education and training
Apprenticeships, 1767
RMIT laboratory science course, 760, 762
TAFE accreditation, 445
University of Ballarat, 679, 708, 878, 901
Victoria University of Technology, 679, 708, 878, 901
Tobacco industry
Alternative crops, q 2124
Toilet paper
Purchase by former government, q 99
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Treasury Place renovations, q 1290, q 1292
(See also Government)

u
U-Care Pty Ltd, q 704, q 797
Unemployment
Budget forecast, q 1207
Geelong youth, 440
Government policies, 641, q 1014, q 1207
(See also Employment)
Unions
Activities on building sites, 191, 198
Meat inspectors, 509, 513, q 540
Universities (See Tertiary education and training)
Urban Land Authority
Jiangsu Province, q 1893
Restructure, q 1015
(See also Planning)

Toora wind farm, 1462, 1467

v

Totalizator Agency Board
Chung Corporation Ltd, q 1705, q 1706, q 1800,
q 1802, q 1803, q 1889, q 1890, q 1891, q 1892,
q 1978, q 2022, q 2312
Crown consortium, q 929
Privatisation, q 363, q 1408
Tourism
London Transport Bus Tours, 2012, 2015
Motel quality assurance control, 1072
Tourism Victoria
Australia-Taiwan air services agreement, q 635
Dandenong Ranges, 1178
Promotional campaign, q 540
Rural and regional, q 1405, 1497

Vehicles
Assessment program, 2087, 2090
Commercial vehicle registration, 2013
Impounding of cars, 1465, 1468, 1555, 1559
Veterinary laboratories, Regional, q 795,982, 1860,
1864

VicRoads
Financial policy, 1766, 1771
New car assessment program, 2087, 2090
Victorian Casino Control Authority, q 852
Victorian Gaming Commission, 434

Tow-truck drivers, 62

Victorian Institute of Animal Science, 672, 676

Trade missions

Videos, X-rated, q 460

Hong Kong, 2110
Overseas, 2087
(See also Business and industry)
Trams

ViTAB Ltd, q 847, q 850, q 854, q 933, q 1709
V/Line (See Rail)
Voluntary departure packages, q 97

Reforms, 89

w

Transport Accident Commission
Claim by Jeffrey Craig Gaylard, 1947, 1951

Walker, Mr Ron, q 2215
Water

Treasurer
Overseas mission with Premier, q 96

AuthOrity reforms, 1176, 1179, 1767, 1771
Gippsland charges, 1113, 1120
Melton levy, 1117, 1119
Monbulk mains pressure, 62, 67
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Wellington Road duplication, 670, 677
Western Ring Road, 1256
Williamstown, Honourable member for
Resignation, 2343
Women
Centres against sexual assault, q 3
Government policies, 1184
In education, 446
In science and technology, q 365
In trade unions, 507
Refuges, q 1293, 1478,2181
(See also Domestic violence)
Wool
Geelong sales centres, 447
WorkCover
Advertising campaign, q 1803
Industrial deafness claims, q 796, 2119, 2184
Refonns, q 703
Reports, 10,855, 1713
World Cup
Soccer final, 2180, 2185

y
Yackandandah private garden, 1320
Yalloum Bowling Club, 2086
Youth
Refuges, 1478
Street Kids policy, q 2121
Suicides in western suburbs, 1643
Sunshine youth accommodation project, q 1013
Unemployment, Geelong, 440
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MEMBERS
ANDRIANOPOULOS, Mr (Mill Park)
Adjournment
Interpreter cards, 2353
Mill Park Secondary College, 758
Bills
Appropriation (Interim 1994-95) Bill, 1656
Points of order, 2353, 2354

ASHLEY, Mr (Bayswater)
Bills
Children and Young Persons (Miscellaneous
Amendments) Bill, 945
Sentencing (Victim Impact Statement) Bill, 1042
Questions without notice
Aboriginal health funding, 2026
Electricity industry reforms, 1590
Hospitals: shortage of specialists, 539
Mining initiatives, 854
BAKER, Mr (Sunshine)
Adjournment
Fightback policy, 241
Bills
Agent-General's Bill, 201
Audit Bill, 377, 412, 413, 414,417,418
Borrowing and Investment Powers Bill, 543
Economic Development (Repeal) Bill, 18
Electricity Industry (Amendment) Bill, 2150
Equipment (Public Safety) Bill, 709
Financial Management Bill, 710
Financial Management (Consequential Amendments)
Bill,710
Friendly Societies (Benefit Funds) Bill, 708
:Melbourne Water Corporation (Amendment) Bill,
2254
Public Prosecutions Bill, 2054
State Bank of South Australia (Transfer of
Undertaking) Bill, 1110
State Insurance Office (Amendment) Bill, 755
Tertiary Education (Amendment) Bill, 2234
Victorian Funds Management Corporation Bill, 2290
Petitions
Glengala Park primary, Glengala primary and
Sunshine special development schools, 640
Points of order, 21, 116,209,242,384,385,457,538,703,
738,739,895,1013,1020,2122,2310
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Questions without notice
Australia Air International, 362
Capital works funding, 1209
Local Government Board, 1126
BATCHELOR, Mr (Thomastown)
Adjournment
McTits sandwich shop, 59
National Bus Company, 984, 1070
Proposed northern hospital, 2184
St Albans train service, 244
Tertiary student travel concessions, 2277
Travel concessions, 1946
Waverley Park transport interchange, 506
Bills
Appropriation (Interim 1994-95) Bill, 1635
Food (Amendment) Bill, 789
Transport (Further Amendment) Bill, 1223, 1245, 1250
Daily Hansard, 1075

Grievances
National Bus Company, 2112
Petitions
Clothing requirements for food preparation outlets,
2189
Points of order, 89, 93, 531, 635, 636, 790, 795, 984, 986,
987,992,1226,1765
Questions without notice
Met bus services, 634, 635, 637, 638, 706, 707, 794
BILDSTIEN, Mr (Mildura)
Adjournment
Fruit fly eradication, 1950
Bills
Children and Young Persons (Miscellaneous
Amendments) Bill, 968
Wheat Marketing (Amendment) Bill, 866
Points of order, 867,1954
Questions without notice
Fruit fly, 1891
BROWN, Mr (Gippsland West) (Minister for Public
Transport)
Adjournment
Ballarat library bus access, 2090
Burwood Highway, Femtree Gully, 816
Croydon-Femtree Gully bus service, 987
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Dookie railway land, 987
Highway service centres: Euroa, 817
Little River school bus service, 1862
Multipurpose taxis, 816
National Bus Company, 987
New car assessment program, 2090
St Albans level crossing, 1562
Sydenham bus service, 1644
VicRoads financial policy, 1771
Wellington Road duplication, 677
Bills
Arts Institutions (Amendment) Bill, 1838
Medical Practice Bill, 543
Transport (Further Amendment) Bill, 709, 780, 1242,
1246, 1250
Westernport (Crib Point Tenninal) Bill, 1506. 2317
Highway service centres, 688
National Road Trauma Advisory Council report, 641
Points of order, 674, 680, 686, 688, 984, 1226
Questions without notice
Commercial development at railway stations, 365
Flinders Street railway station, 1675
Met bus services, 634, 635, 637, 638, 706, 707, 794
Public transport, 2123
Public Transport Corporation properties, 1709
Rail freight system, 1129
V/Line freight, 1504
BRUMBY, Mr (Broadmeadows) (Leader of the
Opposition)
Adjournment
Elm trees in Ballarat, 761
Industry assistance guidelines, 811
Rosebud Lifesaving Club, 509
Anzac Day, 1183
Bills
Appropriation (Interim 1994-95) Bill, 1413
Arts Institutions (Amendment) Bill, 1832
Casino Control (Miscellaneous Amendments) Bill,
1894
Electricity Industry (Amendment) Bill, 2127
Gaming and Betting Bill, 1726, 1956, 1959, 1961, 1996,
1998,2000
Land (Revocation of Reservations) Bill, 1956, 2319
Melbourne Water Corporation (Amendment) Bill,
2236
Public Prosecutions Bill, 2066
Stamps (Securities Clearing House) Bill, 1817
Tertiary Education (Amendment) Bill, 1213
Treasury Corporation of Victoria (Amendment) Bill,
1806, 1816

Vocational Education and Training (Amendment)
Bill, 1215
Business of the house
Program, 547, 642, 1715,2031
Coburg, Honourable member for: resignation, 802
Constitution Act: alleged breach, 15, 107, 119
Daily Hansard, 903

Grand prix, 1714,2097
Grievances
Grand prix, 2097
Local governrnentrestructure, 857,904
Opposition, Deputy Leader of the: appoint 1403
Petitions
Speech pathology service, 1565
Studenturrions,2189,2284
Planning procedures, 1774
Points of order, 15, 107, 119, 121, 124, 155,369,548,674,
852,931,1102,1103,1104,1105,1106,1121,1132,
1183,1210,1501,1706,1957,2015,2036,2123,2186,
2320,2321,2352
Questions without notice
Australia Air International, 536, 538, 702
Casino, Melbourne, 1124, 1403, 1503
Chung Corporation Ltd, 1705, 1706, 1800, 1802, 1803,
1889,1890,1891,1978,2022
Crown Casino Ltd, 852, 929,1500
District liaison principals, 221
Federal industrial relations refonns, 793
Federal Liberal Party leadership, 1980, 1982
Grand prix
Albert Park track, 1101, 1671
COSG,931, 1122, 1404,2211
Melbourne Major Events Company Ltd, 2307
Tobacco sponsorship, 1,2021
Leeds Media and Communication Services Pty Ltd,
2024
Library services, 2123
Mount Stirling ski develop 359
Petrol prices, 457
Police: confidential infonnation, 847,850,854, 1709
School principals, 96
Treasury Place renovations, 1290, 1292
lJnemployrnent, 1207
ViTAB Ltd, 850, 854
Unemployment, 641
Williamstown, Honourable member for: resignation,
2346
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CARLI, Mr (Coburg) (Elected 14 May 1994)
Adjournment
EPA testing station, 2181
Upfield railway line, 2012
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Business of the house
Points of order: ruling, 1131
Constitution Act: alleged breach, 181
Petitions

Bills
Appropriation (Interim 1994-95) Bill, 1965
Electricity Industry (Amendment) Bill, 2158
Tertiary Education (Amendment) Bill, 2202
Vocational Education and Training (Amendment)
Bill,2174

State deficit levy, 10
Werribee District Hospital, 10
Points of order, 139, 155, 1105, 1109, 1126
(See also Rulings by the Chair in SUBJECTS)
COLE, Mr (Melbourne)

CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES, The (Mr J. F.
McGrath) (See Rulings by the Chair in SUBJECTS)

Adjournment
Anzac Day: train services, 1174

CLARK, Mr (Box Hill)
Bills
Audit Bill, 394
Borrowing and Investment Powers (Further
Amendment) Bill, 543
Financial Agreement Bill, 1593
Financial Management Bill, 730
Financial Management (Consequential Amendments)
Bill,730
Interstate migration, 84
Points of order, 385, 721, 736, 739

COG HILL, Or (Werribee)
Adjournment
Housing Guarantee Fund, 1174
Little River school bus service, 1858
Sheriff's Office, 1639
Werribee Mercy Hospital, 190
Werribee railway underpass, 1689
Bills
Accident Compensation (Amendment) Bill, 1173, 1215
Albury-Wodonga Agreement (Amendment) Bill, 409
Appropriation (Interim 1994-95) Bill, 1535
Appropriation (Parliament) (Interim 1994-95) Bill,
1742
Audit Bill, 386, 414, 418
Economic Development (Repeal) Bill, 41
Financial Agreement Bill, 1584
Financial Management Bill, 719
Financial Management (Consequential Amendments)
Bill,719
Land (Further Miscellaneous Matters) Bill, 662
Medical Practice Bill, 1095
Tertiary Education (Amendment) BUl, 1214

Bills
Accident Compensation (Amendment) Bill, 1217
Administration and Probate (Amendment) Bill, 461,
1300
Agent-General's Bill, 212
Albury-Wodonga Agreement (Amendment) Bill, 403
Appropriation (Interim 1994-95) Bill, 1451
Arts Institutions (Amendment) Bill, 1835
Children and Young Persons (Miscellaneous
Amendments) Bill, 948
Control of Weapons (Amendment) Bill, 1571
Financiallnstitutions (Victoria) (Amendment) Bill,
2266
Friendly Societies (Benefit Funds) Bill, 972
Land (Further Miscellaneous Matters) Bill, 660
Legal Aid Commission (Amendment) BUl, 878
Magistrates' Court (Amendment) Bill, 1839
National Crime Authority (State Provisions)
(Amendment) Bill, 1276
Public Prosecutions Bill, 2034
Sentencing (Victim Impact Statement) Bill, 977, 992,
1045, 1047
State Trustees (State Owned Company) Bill, 1885
Tertiary Education (Amendment) Bill, 2216
Business of the house
Points of order: ruling, 1132
Constitution Act: alleged breach, 187
Law Reform Committee
Law of wills, 1867
Planning procedures, 1790
Points of order, 1276, 1456, 2035, 2036, 2037, 2047, 2071,
2076,2283
Questions without notice
Director of Public Prosecutions, 360
Equal Opportunity Board preSident, 1128
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COlEMAN, Mr (Bennettswood) (Minister for 1\:atural
Resources)
Adjournment
Crown land at Echuca, 2092
East Gippsland forests, 67
Elm trees in Ballarat, 195,246,248,676,764
Environment Victoria advertising, 1771
Fire buffer zones, 424
Floods in north-eastern Victoria, 247
Gippsland Water charges, 1120
Long-billed corellas and sulphur-crested cockatoos,
1864
Melton water levy, 1119
Mesh net fishing, 247
Monbulk water pressure, 67
Platypus deaths, Genoa River, 67
Proposed aquarium, 1119
Water authority reform, 1179
Water industry, 1771
Bills
Catchment and Land Protection Bill, 1506, 1621, 1624
Environment Protection (General Amendment) Bill,
708,770,1067
Fisheries (Amendment) Bill, 2034, 2125
Land (Further Miscellaneous Matters) Bill, 101,238,
667,669
Office of the Regulator-General Bill, 1629
Swan Hill Pioneer Settlement Authority (Repeal) Bill,
1628, 1629
Victorian Institute of Marine Sciences (Amendment)
Bill, 934, 1052, 1965
Water (Further Amendment) Bill, 1506, 1620, 1945
Westernport (Crib Point Terminal) Bill, 1627

Sentencing (Victim Impact Statement) Bill, 1040
Transport (Further Amendment) Bill, 1228, 1247
Westemport (Crib Point Terminal) Bill, 2300
Grievances
Legalisation of illegal drugs, 1481
Local government restructure, 912
Points of order, 90, 94, 121,241,550,739,905, 1027,
1116,1638,1895,1916,2035,2302
Public Bodies Review Committee
Metropolitan Fire Brigades Board, 429
Public transport reforms, 89
(See also Rulings by the Chair in SUBJECTS)

CUNNINGHAM, Mr (Melton)
Adjournment
Melton water levy, 1117
Public transport in Melton, 2182
Serrated tussock weed: Melton, 2356
Sydenham bus service, 1640
Bills
Accident Compensation (Amendment) Bill, 1161
Equipment (Public Safety) Bill, 1080
(See also Rulings by the Chair in SUBJECTS)
DA VIS, Mr (Essendon)
Bills
Appropriation (Interim 1994-95) Bill, 1516

Points of order, 2245, 2255
Questions without notice
Questions without notice
Bushfires, 1212
MOWlt Stirling ski develop 359
Water regulations, 10

Capital City Policy project, 1711
Federal industrial relations reforms, 705
Mews project, 1406
Superannuation, 2309
VolWltary departure packages, 97

COOPER, Mr (Momington)

DEAN, Or (Berwick)

Adjournment

Bills

Momington planning scheme amend 60
Union activities on building sites, 191
Bills
Appropriation (Interim 1994-95) Bill, 1445, 1752
Casino Control (Miscellaneous Amendments) Bill,
1915
Financial Management Bill, 747
Financial Management (Consequential Amendments)
Bill,747
Local Government (Competitive Tendering) Bill, 2329

Administration and Probate (Amendment) Bill, 473
Arts Institutions (Amendment) Bill, 1837
Legal Aid Commission (Amendment) Bill, 888
Magistrates' Court (Amendment) Bill, 1853
Public Prosecutions Bill, 2063
Questions without notice
Dandenong court complex, 2024
Lawcare, 1982
Sporting facilities, 1407
Urban Land AuthOrity, 1015
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DELZOPPO, Mr (Narracan) (See SPEAKER, The
(Hon. J. E. Delzoppo»

Local government restructure, 917
Petitions
Grand prix, 2284

DOLLIS, Mr (Richmond)
Adjournment
Hightower Pty Ltd planning permit, 2278
Shamford development company, 2011
Bills
Environment Protection (General Amendment) Bill,
1058, 1068
Land Conservation (Amendment) Bill, 1581
Land (Further Miscellaneous Matters) Bill, 645
Melbourne Exhibition Centre Bill, 2179
Melbourne Water Corporation (Amendment) Bill,
2258
Southgate Project Bill, 2285, 2286
Subdivision (Further Amendment) Bill, 1581
Victorian Institute of Marine Sciences (Amendment)
Bill,1961
Westernport (Crib Point Terminal) Bill, 2303, 2313

Points of order, 790, 2192
Questions without notice
Agenda 21, 1502
Daylight saving, 634
Family Week, 2028
Totalizator Agency Board, 363
WorkCover advertising campaign, 1803
ELDER, Mr (Ripon)
Business of the house
Shadow ministry, 1412
Education of gifted children, 925
Points of order, 223, 1412, 1435
Schools of the Future program, 693

Business of the house
Program, 552, 2032
Food premises in residential areas, 856
Petitions
Loyola seminary, 1133
Planning procedures, 1781
Points of order, 97, 456, 541, 548, 549, 793,849,850,
1107,1129,1593,1674,2186,2259
Questions without notice
Grand prix, 1410
Williamstown, Honourable member for: resignation,
2347

DOYLE, Mr (Malvern)
Adjournment
Malvern municipal boundaries, 893
Bills
Alcoholics and Drug-dependent Persons
(Amendment) Bill, 1286
Appropriation (Interim 1994-95) Bill, 1530
Medical Practice Bill, 1097
Tertiary Education (Amendment) Bill, 2199
Vocational Education and Training (Amendment)
Bill,2167
Grievances
Child abuse, 432

ELLIOTT, Mrs (Mooroolbark)
Adjournment
Multipurpose taxis, 815
Bills
Public Prosecutions Bill, 2058
Sentencing (Victim Impact Statement) Bill, 1021
Tertiary Education (Amendment) Bill,2234
Grievances
ANCA Pty Ltd, 446
Grief counselling, 445
Montrose Primary School, 445
Preschool 6wnding, 447
TAFE accreditation, 445
Women in education,446
Questions without notice
Japanese investment in Victoria, 1210
LOTE programs, 638
Physical and sport education, 2022
SEC headquarters, 222
Women's affairs, 1200

FINN, Mr (Tullamarine)
Adjournment
ALP fundraising, 1255
Bus services in Greenvale, 2182
Gladstone Park young citizens group, 242
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Keilor City Council, 892
Melbourne Airport, 1072
Naval ammunition storage complex, 1687
Racial vilification, 1765
Sunbury Primary School and Gladstone Park
Secondary College, 2011
Westmeadows Primary School, 758
Bills
Appropriation (Interim 1994-95) Bill, 1436
Children and Young Persons (Miscellaneous
Amendments) Bill, 963
Grievances
Australian Football League, 2114
JobskilIs program, 436
Keilor City Council, 437
Leader of the Opposition: place of residence, 438
School maintenance, 1499

INDEX
Grievances
Emergency hOUSing services, 1478
Maternal and child health services, 2117
Preschool funding, 451
Petitions
Disability services, 515, 1076
Maternal and child health services, 367, 767
Maternity care, 69, 429, 767, 1565, 1649
Neighbourhood houses, 69
Preschool and after-school fees, 69
Preschool funding, 367, 767
School closures, 767
Points of order, 370, 450, 1294,2231
Questions without notice
Child protection services, 1211
Family group homes, 539
Police forensic services, 3

Planning procedures, 1788
Points of order, 125, 2259

Williamstown, Honourable member for: resignation,
2349

Questions without notice

Women's affairs, 1191

Business opportunities in Asia, 360
Federal Airports Corporation, 8
Melbourne Airport, 932
Racial vilification, 1800

GUDE, Mr (Hawthorn) (Minister for Industry and
Employment)
Adjournment

GARBUlT, Ms (Bundoora)
Adjournment
Berwick neighbourhood houses, 1643
Child protection services, 2275
Children of God, 1176
Community residential unit costs, 2010
Intellectually disabled
Kew Cottages, 815
Residential services, 1114
Maternity care, 60
Preschools
Closures, 2085
Funding, 1556
Respite care, 424, 1764
Western Ring Road, 1256
Bills
Appropriation (Interim 1994-95) Bill, 1440
Children and Young Persons (Miscellaneous
Amendments) Bill, 935
Office of the Regulator-General Bill, 2273
Tertiary Education (Amendment) Bill, 2231
Business of the house
Program,368,643

Air World Australia, 820
Australia Air International, 820
Dandenong Ranges, 1180
Dandenong waste oil project, 1648
Federal industrial relations reforms, 820, 821
Industry assistance guidelines, 819
Langi Kal Kal Prison, 1772
Meat inspectors, 513
Melbourne Airport, 932
National wage guidelines, 820
Nokia Telecommunications, 819
Oil and gas industry in Sale, 1262
Real estate sub agents, 513
School bus transport, 249
School security, 2281
Sunshine Cabinets, 1180
Supported accommodation for the aged, 899
Tow-truck drivers, 67
Union activities on building sites, 198
Wangaratta bus crash re-enact 899
Bills
Agent-General's Bill, 232
Albury-Wodonga Agreement (Amendment) Bill, 233
Alcoholics and Drug-dependent Persons
(Amendment) Bill, 376
Arts Institutions (Amendment) Bill, 1303

LEGISLA TIVE ASSEMBLY
Drugs, Poisons and Controlled Substances
(Amendment) Bill, 374, 376
Economic Development (Repeal) Bill, 44
Employment and Training (Amendment) Bill, 59
Financial Agreement Bill, 1048
Financial Management Bill, 368
Financial Management (Consequential Amendments)
Bill, 368
Food (Amendment) Bill, 373, 374
Local Government (Competitive Tendering) Bill, 1679
Magistrates' Court (Amendment) Bill, 1305
Medical Practice Bill, 461
Melbourne Exhibition Centre Bill, 1649, 1683, 2179,
2180
Melbourne Water Corporation (Amendment) Bill,
1506
Office of the Regulator-General Bill, 1507
Road Safety (Amendment) Bill, 1300
Stamps (Securities Clearing House) Bill, 1302
State Trustees (State Owned Company) Bill, 1506
Tertiary Education (Amendment) Bill, 1309, 1310
Treasury Corporation of Victoria (Amendment) Bill,
1301
Victorian Funds Management Corporation Bill, 1506
Vocational Education and Training (Amendment)
Bill, 1311
Business of the house
Postpone 2350
Program, 18,201,368,371,553,641,857, 1143, 1412,
1715,2030
Sessional orders: suspension, 1097
Constitution Act: alleged breach, 16, 157, 166

lJnemployment, 1014
Road Safety Committee, 2285
Scrutiny of Acts and Regulations Committee, 2285
University of Ballarat, 901
Victoria University of Technology, 901

HAERMEYER, Mr (Yan Yean)
Adjournment
Administrative Appeals Tribunal, 1320
Forensic Medicine, Department of, 245
Highway services centre: Euroa, 814
Macedon water supply, 508
Police comment on child protection, 1687
Wangaratta bus crash re-enact 892
Bills
Appropriation (Interim 1994-95) Bill, 1986
Control of Weapons (Amendment) Bill, 1566
Magistrates' Court (Amendment) Bill, 1851
National Crime Authoritv (State Provisions)
(Amendment) Bill, 1266
Sentencing (Victim Impact Statement) Bill, 1038
Small Business Development Corporation
(Amendment) Bill, 504
Witness Protection (Amendment) Bill, 1251
Grievances
Highway service centres, 2103

Economic Development Committee, 2285

Highway service centres, 680, 2103

Grievance days, 201

Interstate migration, 86

House Committee, 2285

Petitions

Joint committee records, 2030
Joint sittings of Parliament 901
Opposition, Leader of the: naming, 1104
Points of order, 16,21,46, 155,423,547,548,644,761,
895,1110,1144,1269,2099,2353
Questions without notice
Airshow Down-under, 793
Australia Air International, 455, 538, 702
Employee Relations Act, 1130
Federal Airports Corporation, 8
Federal industrial relations reform, 637, 705, 793, 1890
Industrial relations, 705
Industry investment, 1123
Japanese investment in Victoria, 1210
Jiangsu Province, 2027
Junior wage rates, 1591
National wage increase, 797
Shell refinery dispute, 1404
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Annexation of Kinglake, 1649
Points of order, 101, 121, 160, 169,223,369,500,900,
930,934,1269,1276,1645,1675,1690,1691,1693,
1766,1805,2100,2213,2215,2361
Questions without notice
Police: confidentialuuormation, 933
Walker, Mr Ron, 2215

HAMILTON, Mr (Morwell)
Adjournment
Capsicum spray in police cells, 421
Churchill North Primary School, 759
Environment Victoria advertising, 1768
Generation Victoria redundancies, 1255
Gippsland Water charges, 1113
Industrial safety audits, 1641
Latrobe Regional Hospital dental services, 1317
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INDEX

Muruo Primary School, 507, 1858
Port of Melbourne oil spill, 1069
Transport Accident Commission claim, 1947
Tow-truck drivers, 62
Yallourn Bowling Club, 2086

Westmeadows Primary School, 764
Bills
Tertiary Education (Amendment) Bill, 1213
Vocational Education and Training (Amendment)
Bill,1215,2177,2178,2179

Bills
Accident Compensation (Amendment) Bill, 1157
Albury-Wodonga Agreement (Amendment) Bill, 408
Appropriation (Interim 1994-95) Bill, 1543
Catchment and Land Protection Bill, 1624
Economic Development (Repeal) Bill, 30
Electricity Industry (Amendment) Bill, 1683, 2135
Employment and Training (Amendment) Bill, 46
Equipment (Public Safety) Bill, 1082
Land (Further Miscellaneous Matters) Bill, 653
Melbourne Water Corporation (Amendment) Bill,
2246
Mineral Resources Development (Further
Amendment) Bill, 517
Office of the Regulator-General Bill, 2268
Petroleum (Amendment) Bill, 534
Stamps (Securities Clearing House) Bill, 1825
State Trustees (State Owned Company) Bill, 1881
Swan Hill Pioneer Settlement Authority (Repeal) Bill,
1629
Tobacco Leaf Industry (Deregulation) Bill, 1608
Transport (Further Amendment) Bill, 1238, 1248
Water (Further Amendment) Bill, 1944
Westemport (Crib Point Terminal) Bill, 2296
Wheat Marketing (Amendment) Bill, 870
Interstate migration, 82
local government restructure, 915
Points of order, 46, 866, 2245, 2248, 2249, 2302

HAYWARD, Mr (Prahran) (Minister for Education)

Personal explanations, 189
Petitions
Sexual discrimination, 1773,2284
Questions without notice
District liaison principals,S, 6, 8, 97, 99, 100, 221, 224,
225,226,364,366,459,460,540,639
Learning assessment project, 1015
LOTE programs, 638
Physical and sport education, 2022
Schools
Appointments, 96
Maintenance fundin& 1706
Principals, 364
Teacher amenities, 2214
Women in science and technology, 365
HEFFERNAN, Mr (Ivanhoe) (Minister for Small
Business, and Minister responsible for Youth Affairs)
Bills
Small Business Development Corporation
(Amendment) Bill, 101,236,506,516
State Bank of South Australia (Transfer of
Undertaking) Bill, 1110
Questions without notice
Business regulation reform, 459
Liquor Control (Amendment) Act, 1015
Small business growth, 1710
Street Kids policy, 2121

Adjournment
Churchill North Primary School, 764
Coburg and Preston secondary colleges, 815
Doveton West Primary School site, 986
Everton Upper Primary School site, 1261
Gladstone Park Secondary College, 2014
Gravel Hill Primary School site, 1261
Heidelberg West Primary School, 676
Kent Park Primary School, 764
Korweinguboora Primary School, 1178
LOTE programs, 1951
Mill Park Primary School, 764
Mill Park Secondary College, 764
Northland Secondary College, 1645
Rowville educational needs, 1560
Rutherglen High School, 1951
School self-manage 677
Sunbury Primary School, 2014

HENDERSON, Mrs (Geelong)
Adjournment
City of Greater Geelong, 2278
Geelong Interchange Youth Group, 982
Geelong West town hall sale, 1557
Savage dogs, 193
Bills
Children and Young Persons (Miscellaneous
Amendments) Bill, 951
Sentencing (Victim Impact Statement) Bill, 1020
Grievances
Youth unemployment in Geelong, 440
Points of order, 1020

LEGISLA rIVE ASSEMBLY
Questions without notice
Airshow Down-under, 793
Case-mix funding, 2214
Chemical storage facility, 1016
Electoral distribution, 2311
Overseas mission by Premier and Treasurer, 96
Victorian Women's Council, 1505

(27)

Bills
Appropriation (Interim 1994-95) Bill, 1554, 1631
Small Business Development Corporation
(Amendment) Bill, 488
Tobacco Leaf Industry (Deregulation) Bill, 1615
Petitions
Capital and corporal punish 1471
(See also Rulings by the Chair in SUBJECTS)

HONEYWOOD, Mr (Warrandyte)
Adjournment
Broadmeadows electorate officer, 1689
Eastland shopping centre, 1947
Bills
Appropriation (Interim 1994-95) Bill, 1539
Environment Protection (General Amendment) Bill,
1063
Financial Management Bill, 738
Financial Management (Consequential Amendments)
Bill, 738
Land (Further Miscellaneous Matters) Bill, 656

JENKINS, Mr (Ballarat West)
Adjournment
Elm trees in Ballarat, 246
Intellectually disabled men's netball championships,
813
Septic tank industry, 1259
Bills
Control of Weapons (Amendment) Bill, 1578
Grievances
Hong Kong trade mission, 2110

Points of order, 680,739,1691,2352,2353
Questions without notice
HYAMS, Mr (Dromana)
Bills
Agent-General's Bill, 219, 226
Appropriation (Interim 1994-95) Bill, 1546
Financial Management Bill, 744
Financial Management (Consequential Amendments)
Bill,744
Treasury Corporation of Victoria (Amendment) Bill,
1809
Questions without notice
Gambling addiction, 707
Learning assessment project, 1014
Moomba gas pipeline, 1802
Premiers Conference, 359
TABcorp Holdings Ltd, 1408
JASPER, Mr (Murray Valley)
Adjournment
Apprentice transport subsidies, 814
Cobram-Yarrawonga Adult Training Centre, 1464
Domestic violence in Wangaratta, 61
Everton Upper Primary School site, 1257
Footrot control, 1559
Real estate subagents, 509
River Murray levee banks, 2182
Rutherglen High School, 1949
Wangaratta District Base Hospital, 1861
Water authority reform, 1176

Allegations of honourable member for Albert Park,
2308
Commonwealth Grants Commission, 224
Public transport, 2123
Rail freight system, 1128
WorkCover, 703
JOHl', Mr (Bendigo East) (Minister for Community
Services, and Minister responsible for Aboriginal
Affairs)
Adjournment
Bendigo West kindergarten, 1466
Bowerbird Preschool, 677
Child protection
In western suburbs, 197
Services, 2279
Children of God, 1179
Cobram-Yarrawonga Adult Training Centre, 1466
Foster care in western suburbs, 2280
Gladstone Park young citizens group, 246
Intellectually disabled men's netball championships,
818
Kew Cottages, 818
Neighbourhood houses, 1952
Parkinson'S disease support group, 2090
Preschool closures, 2089
Respite care, 425, 511, 1770
William Hovell Preschool, 1466
Bills
Administration and Probate (Amendment) Bill, 1300
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INDEX

Casino Control (Miscellaneous Amendments) Bill,
1308
Children and Young Persons (Miscellaneous
Amendments) Bill, 708, 774, 970
Questions without notice
Aboriginal health funding, 2026
Child protection services, 1211
Domestic violence services, 1126
Family group homes, 539
Family Week, 2028
Gambling addiction, 707
Women'sreruges, 1293
KENNETI, Mr (Burwood) (Premier, and Minister for
Ethnic Affairs)

Leeds Media and Communication Services Pty Ltd,
2024
Library services, 2123
National export growth, 2211
Overseas mission by Premier and Treasurer, 96
Premiers Conference, 359
Public service code of conduct, 2026
Sunshine youth accommodation project, 1013
Taxi services, 1588
Telecom charges, 455
Treasury Place renovations, 1290, 1293
Unemployment, 1207
Walker, Mr Ron, 2215
WorkCover
Advertising campaign, 1803
Industrial deafness claims, 797
Reforms, 703

Adjournment
ALP branch stacking, 1952
Ethnic Affairs Commission grants, 2358
Interpreter cards, 2359
London Transport Bus Tours, 2015
Post Newspapers Pty Ltd, 424
Racial vilification, 1769, 1800
World Cup soccer final, 2185
Bills
Appropriation (Parliament) (Interim 1994-95) Bill,
1759
Business of the house
Members: behaviour, 1121
Coburg, Honourable member for: resignation, 801
Points of order, 361, 703, 930, 988, 1105, 1293, 1295
Questions without notice
Agenda 21,1502
Albert Park revitalisation, 2212
Anzac Day, 1103
Business opportunities in Asia, 360
Casino, Melbourne, 1125, 1403, 1503
Commercial and cultural links with Greece, 848
Council of Australian Governments, 2
Crown Casino Ltd, 1500
Dairy industry investment, 929
Daylight saving, 634
Electoral redistribution, 2311
Employment: federal white paper, 1672
Federal industrial relations reform, 1889
Food standards, 1978
Grand prix
Albert Park track, 1102, 1671
Costs, 1122, 1404
Tobacco sponsorship, 2021
Hitz FM, 225
Labour force trends, 1705

KILGOUR, Mr (Shepparton)
Adjournment
Dookie railway land, 981
Fruit spray registration, 1177
Irrigation, 1558
Real estate subagents, 1858
Women's refuges: northern Victoria, 2181
Bills
Control of Weapons (Amendment) Bill, 1574
Tertiary Education (Amendment) Bill, 2220
Grievances
Commonwealth Parliamentary Association, 1473
Questions without notice
Dairy industry investment, 929
KIRNER, Ms (Williamstown) (resigned 27 May 1994)
Adjournment
Chemical fire, Yarraville, 1320
Northland Secondary College, 1641
Point Gellibrand, 1464
Respite care, 510
Bills
Appropriation (Interim 1994-95) Bill, 1666
Coburg, Honourable member for: resignation, 804
Grievances
Coode Island chemical storage facility, 2093
Resignation, 2343
Women's affairs, 1204

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY
LEIGH, Mr (Mordialloc)
Adjournment
ALP branch stacking, 1949
City of Footscray: expenses of CEO, 671, 1175
Grand prix, 2354
Local government restructure, 1116, 1685
Springvale tip site, 191,420,761,896
Women in trade unions, 507
Bills
Appropriation (Interim 1994-95) Bill, 1454
Friendly Societies (Benefit Funds) Bill, 976
Grievances
Australian Labor Party, 1489
Footscray land acquisition, 2100
Personal explanations, 2164
Petitions
Creek pollutants, 855
Points of order, 122, 164, 165, 169, SOl, 955, 973, 984,
1071,1115,1456,2014,2067,2068,2070,2071,2094

LEIGHTON, Mr (Preston)
Adjournment
BaHarat housing office: opposition visit, 1685
Coburg-Preston Secondary College, 2355
OS and C Developments Pty Ltd, 757
Federal industrial relations reforms, 813
Heidelberg West Primary School, 672
Housing Guarantee Fund, 1766
SEC charges, 193
Shared home ownership scheme, 1112, 1177
Bills
Alcoholics and Drug-dependent Persons
(Amendment) Bill, 1288
Appropriation (Interim 1994-95) Bill, 1971
Local Government (Competitive Tendering) Bill, 2323
Business of the house
Program, 551
Constitution Act: alleged breach, lOS, 108

Employee relations: meeting in Parliament House,
1483
Government housing and construction contracts, 429
Petitions
State deficit levy, 1471
Points of order, 105, 1411, 1693,2332,2356

LONEY, Mr (Geelong North)
Adjournment
Flinders Park Secondary College, 1321
Impounding of cars, 1555
School bus transport, 245
Shellcards, 2014
Sunday trading, 895
William Hovell Preschool, 1462
Avalon Airshow, 768
Bills
Accident Compensation (Amendment) Bill, 1166
Administration and Probate (Amendment) Bill, 476
Appropriation (Interim 1994-95) Bill, 1526
Appropriation (Parliament) (Interim 1994-95) Bill,
1761
Casino Control (Miscellaneous Amendments) Bill,
1927, 1933, 1935
Children and Young Persons (Miscellaneous
Amendments) Bill, 965
Employment and Training (Amendment) BilL 52
Gaming and Betting Bill, 1997, 1998
Land (Further Miscellaneous Matters) Bill, 650
Melbourne Water Corporation (Amendment) Bill,
2260
Sentencing (Victim Impact Statement) Bill, lOll, 1018
Small Business Development Corporation
(Amendment) Bill, 481
Stamps (Securities Clearing House) Bill, 1822
Tobacco Leaf Industry (Deregulation) Bill, 1613
Wheat Marketing (Amendment) Bill, 876
Business of the house
Postpone 2350
Program, 643
Grievances
Wool sales, 447

Economic Development Committee
Victorian building and construction industry, 1411,
2189

Petitions
City of Greater Geelong, 2029

Federal industrial relations reforms, 924

Points of order, 895, 1019,2102,2103

Grievances

Questions without notice

Banyule House, 1483

(29)

Liquor Control (Amendment) Act, 1015

(30)
LUPTON, Mr (Knox)
Adjournment
Bayswater police services, 2356
Burwood Highway, Femtree Gully, 811
Croydon-Femtree Gully bus service, 984
Elderly person units, 1114
Ferntree Gully shire hall, 1073
Kent Park Primary School, 759
Knox palliative care unit, 1642
O-class submarines, 1258
Roadside maintenance, 508
Rowville educational needs, 1555
Street collectors, 2087
VicRoads financial policy, 1766
Bills
Control of Weapons (Amendment) Bill, 1578
Sentencing (Victim ImpactStatement) Bill, 1029
Grievances
Preschool funding, 449

INDEX
Petitions
Pool and spa fencing, 640
Points of order, 1688
Questions without notice
Moody's Investors Service, 853
School maintenance funding, 1706
Shellcards, 1980
Tourism Victoria, 540
McGILL, Mrs (Oakleigh)
Bills
Sentencing (Victim Impact Statement) Bill, 1030
Questions without notice
Case-mix funding, 6
Commercial and cultural links with Greece, 848
Prince Henry's liospital, 1979
Street Kids policy, 2121
Women's refuges, 1293

Points of order, 2356
Questions without notice
Case-mix funding, 1016
Jiangsu Province, 2027
Niemeyer state 1673
SEC vehicles, 458

McGRATH, MrJ. F. (Warmambool) (See Chairman of
Committees, The (Mr J. F. McGrath»

McGRATH, Mr W. D. (Wimmera) (Minister for
Agriculture)
Adjournment

McARTHUR, Mr (Monbulk)
Adjournment
Better Care Pty Ltd, 2184
Consumer Resource and Advocacy Centre, Outer
East, 2088
Dandenong Ranges, 1178
Fire buffer zones, 421
liorticulturalresearch,194
Land title anomalies, 1117
Meat inspectors, 509
Monbulk Primary School, 1688
Monbulk water pressure, 62
RMIT laboratory science course, 760
School self-manage 673
Bills
Appropriation (Interim 1994-95) Bill, 1522
Mineral Resources Development (Further
Amendment) Bill, 528
Wheat Marketing (Amendment) Bill, 875
Grievances
Better Care Pty Ltd, 2119
School maintenance, 1494

Agriculture, Department of: Camperdown, 1468
Dumping of Dutch cheese, 1560
Footrot control, 1561
Fruit fly eradication, 1953
Fruit spray registration, 1179
Horticultural research, 196
Irrigation, 1560
Pit bull terriers, 2361
Savage dogs, 196
Serrated tussock weed: Melton, 2361
Veterinary laboratories in regional Victoria, 1864
Victorian Institute of Animal Science, 676
Bills
Tobacco Leaf Industry (Deregulation) Bill, 1050, 1618
Wheat Marketing (Amendment) Bill, 461, 546
Business of the house
Program, 547
Constitution Act alleged breach, 186
Points of order, 187, 1596
Questions without notice
Fruit fly, 1891
Meat inspectors, 540

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY
Minister for Agriculture: trip to Middle East and
Europe, 1127
Petrol prices, 458
Regional veterinary laboratories, 795
Tobacco growers, 2125
McLELLAN, Mr (Frankston East)

(31 )

Points of order, 17, 103, 104, lOS, 119, 124,848,906,911,
1782,1861,2283
Questions without notice
Capital City Policy project, 1711
Jiangsu Province, 1893
Mews project, 1406
Urban Land Authority, 1015

Bills
Sentencing (Victim Impact Statement) Bill, 1031
Small Business Development Corporation
(Amendment) Bill, 503
Grievances
Salju, Sabri, 1477
Personal explanations, 1058
Questions without notice
Albert Park revitalisation, 2212
Commercial development at railway stations, 365
Electricity reforms,S
Small business growth, 1710
Taxi services, 1588
MACLELLAN, Mr (Pakenham) (Minister for Planning)
Adjournment
Diamond Valley planning agree 2018
Eastland shopping centre, 1950
Keilor City Council, 897
Malvern municipal boundaries, 897
Mornington planning scheme amend 64
Naval ammunition storage complex, 1691
Point Gellibrand, 1468
Port Melbourne planning appeal, 512
Shamford development company, 2019
Shellcards, 2017
Springvale tip site, 194,424, 763, 897
Upfield railway line, 2018

McNAMARA, Mr (Benalla) (Minister for Police and
Emergency Services, Minister for Corrections, and
Minister for Tourism)
Adjournment
Bayswater police services, 2360
Capsicum spray in police cells, 426
Deputy Ombudsman (Police Complaints), 1864
Forensic Medicine, Department of, 248
Impounding of car, 1559
Lakes Entrance police stations, 1644
Livestock theft, 2360
Bills
Arts Institutions (Amendment) Bill, 1213
Control of Weapons (Amendment) Bill, 934, 1580
National Crime Authority (State Provisions)
(Amendment) Bill, 709, 782, 1280
Swan Hill Pioneer Settlement Authority (Repeal) Bill,
1507, 1876
Tobacco Leaf Industry (Deregulation) Bill, 934, 1606
Wheat Marketing (Amendment) Bill, 877
Witness Protection (Amendment) Bill, 709, 783, 1254
Coburg, Honourable member for: resignation, 2803
Constitution Act: alleged breach, 156, 159
Daily Hansard, 903

Highway service centres, 684
Points of order, 160, 683, 1269, 1271, 1589
Questions without notice

Bills
City of Greater Bendigo Bill, 708, 768
Land Conservation (Amendment) Bill, 992, 1112
Local Government (Competitive Tendering) Bill, 1265
Southgate Project Bill, 1506, 1717, 1718,2285,2287
Subdivision (Further Amendment) Bill, 935, 1111
Westernport (Crib Point Terminal) Bill, 2313
Constitution Act: alleged breach, 9, 17, 103, 104, 105,
109
Local government restructure, 908
Personal explanations, 9
Planning procedures, 1779

Australia Air International, 536
Crown Casino Ltd, 852
Police
Confidential information, 850, 933
Firearm training procedures, 636
Tourism: regional and rural, 1405
Tourism Victoria, 541, 635
ViTAB Ltd, 850
Williamstown, Honourable member for: resignation,
2345

MARPLE, Ms (Altona)
Adjournment
Agriculture, Department of: Camperdown, 1463
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INDEX

Elm trees in Ballarat, 192,242,671
Livestock theft, 2279, 2355
Motel quality assurance control, 1972
Neighbourhood houses, 1950
Parkinson's disease support group, 2089
Platypus deaths, Genoa River, 61
Stock agent loan repayments, 423
Veterinary laboratories: regional Victoria, 982, 1860
Wangaratta railway station, 1178
Bills
Accident Compensation (Amendment) Bill, 1221
Administration and Probate (Amendment) Bill, 472
Albury-Wodonga Agreement (Amendment) Bill, 406
Appropriation (Interim 1994-95) Bill, 1518
Catchment and Land Protection Bill, 2079
Economic Development (Repeal) Bill, 37
Electricity Industry (Amendment) Bill, 2134
Environment Protection (General Amendment) Bill,
1066
Financial Management Bill, 728
Financial Management (Consequential Amendments)
Bill,728
Gaming and Betting Bill, 1732
Land (Further Miscellaneous Matters) Bill, 656
Melbourne Water Corporation (Amendment) Bill,
2242
Mineral Resources Development (Further
Amendment) Bill, 530
Sentencing (Victim Impact Statement) Bill, 1007
Tobacco Leaf Industry (Deregulation) Bill, 1595
Transport (Further Amendment) Bill, 1232
Water (Further Amendment) Bill, 1937
Wheat Marketing (Amendment) Bill, 857

Bills
Children and Young Persons (Miscellaneous
Amendments) Bill, 956
Wheat Marketing (Amendment) Bill, 873
Women's affairs, 1184
(See also Rulings by the Chair in SUBJECTS)
MICALLEF, Mr (Springvale)
Adjournment
Ethnic Affairs Commission grants, 2351
Bills
Accident Compensation (Amendment) Bill, 811, 1144
Appropriation (Interim 1994-95) Bill, 1658
Electricity Industry (Amendment) Bill, 2147
Employment and Training (Amendment) Bill, 54
Equipment <Public Safety) Bill, 1076
Land (Further Miscellaneous Matters) Bill, 659
Sentencing (Victim Impact Statement) Bill, 1026
Tobacco Leaf Industry (Deregulation) Bill, 1603
Transport (Further Amendment) Bill, 1249
Vocational Education and Training (Amendment)
Bill,2170
Business of the house
Program, 2033
Petitions
Sexualdi~ation,

1265

Points of order, 420, 762, 896, 984, 1027,2352,2357,
2358,2359

Grievances
Discrimination against lesbians and gay men, 439
Education: gender issues, 1471
Petitions
Altona hospital, 9
Battery hens, 855
City of Altona, 9
Crossings at Laverton, 2284
Points of order, 423, 1954

MAUGHAN, Mr (Rodney)
Adjournment
Compression garments for lymphoedema sufferers,
2278
Crown land at Echuca, 2086
Floods in north-eastern Victoria, 243
Rochester and Elmore District Health service, 757
Taxi dispute, Echuca, 1321
Water industry, 1767

MILDENHALL, Mr (Footscray)
Adjournment
Aids for disabled people, 893
Ambulance services: Footscray station, 669
Braybrook pedestrian crossing, 1465
Building practices, 1071
Child protection in western suburbs, 191
Footscray preschool enroiments, 985
Footscray Psychiatric Hospital, 62
Foster care in western suburbs, 2276
Gravel Hill Primary School site, 1259
Inner West Linkages program, 423
Minister for Fair Trading: performance, 1859
New car assessment program, 2087
Rats in Parliament House grounds, 1557
Sports funding, 1948
Sunshine police station, 1686
World Cup soccer final, 2180

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY
Bills
Accident Compensation (Amendment) Bill, 1170
Alcoholics and Drug-dependent Persons
(Amendment) Bill, 1296
Appropriation (Interim 1994-95) Bill, 1432
Audit Bill, 400
Casino Control (Miscellaneous Amendments) Bill,
1911
Children and Young Persons (Miscellaneous
Amendments) Bill, 960
Electricity Industry (Amendment) Bill, 2144
Employment and Training (Amendment) Bill, 57
Financial Management Bill, 741
Financial Management (Consequential Amendments)
Bill,741
Gaming and Betting Bill, 1724, 1960, 1994, 1999,2000
Medical Practice Bill, 1098
Small Business Development Corporation
(Amendment) Bill, 491
Stamps (Securities Clearing House) Bill, 1819
Business of the house
Program, 2032
Grievances

PANDAZOPOULOS, Mr (Dandenong)
Adjournment
Oandenong waste oil project, 1642
Doveton West Primary School site, 981
Hampton Park bus service, 1073
Bills
Appropriation (Interim 1994-95) Bill, 1550
Children and Young Persons (Miscellaneous
Amendments) Bill, 953
Small Business Development Corporation
(Amendment) Bill, 500
Tertiary Education (Amendment) Bill, 2221
Grievances
Tourism facilities, 1497
Local government restructure, 920
Petitions
Merinda Park railway station, 1565
State deficit levy, 768
Points of order, 955, 1106,2222, 2359

Grand prix, 1475
PATERSON, Mr (South Barwon)
Local government restructure, 923
Questions without notice
Petitions
Police stations and court complexes, 1410
Points of order, 736, 1094, 1916,2102,2329
Questions without notice

Hospital waiting lists, 1708
Magistrates Court, 2122
Videos, X-rated, 460
PERRIN, Mr (Bulleen)

Chung Corporation Ltd, 1892
Adjournment
N APTHINE, Or (Portland)
Adjournment
Allegations of honourable member for Albert Park,
2352
Direct Cameras, 1686
Long-billed corellas and sulphur-crested cockatoos,
1859

Federal industrial relations reforms, 812
National wage guidelines, 812
Templestowe Road, Lower Templestowe, 1641
Bills
Accident Compensation (Amendment) Bill, 1154
Agent-General's Bill, 215
Appropriation (Interim 1994-95) Bill, 1969
Sentencing (Victim Impact Statement) Bill, 1032

Bills
Food (Amendment) Bill, 791
Medical Practice Bill, 1091
Petitions
CSR Softwoods, Dartmoor, 903
Points of order, 2283, 2319
Questions without notice

Environment and Natural Resources Committee
Eductor dredging, 1471
Extractive industries, 2093
Points of order, 2055, 2071, 2321, 2322, 2353
(See also Rulings by the Chair in SUBJECTS)
PERTON, Mr (Doncaster)

Bushfires, 1212
Adjournment
LOTE programs, 1948
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INDEX

Bills
Agent-General's Bill, 209
Appropriation (Interim 1994-95) Bill, 1650
Casino Control (Miscellaneous Amendments) Bill,
1899, 1934
Criminal justice system, 1793
Interstate migration, 79
Points of order, 209, 1896, 1898, 1906, 1907, 1916, 1926,
2057,2222,2231,2248,2249,2250
Scrutiny of Acts and Regulations Committee

Alert Digest, 10,367,641,855, 1133, 1412, 1713
Annual report, 903
Subordinate legislation, 10
PESCOTI, Mr (Mitcham) (Minister for Industry
Services)
Adjournment
Industrial safety audits, 1644

Bills
Accident Compensation (Amendment) Bill, 709, 805,
811,1222
Albury-Wodonga Agreement (Amendment) Bill, 101,
411
Equipment (Public Safety) Bill, 709, 779, 1083
Grievances
Coode Island chemical storage facility, 2095
Questions without notice
Chemical storage facility, 1016
PEULICH, Mrs (Bentleigh)
Adjournment
Centre Road, Bentleigh, 1069
Hitz FM, 192
London Transport Bus Tours, 2012
Proposed aquarium, 1115

Bills
Sentencing (Victim Impact Statement) Bill, 1023
Tertiary Education (Amendment) Bill, 2207, 2216
Questions without notice
Council of Australian Governments, 1
Equal Opportunity Board president, 1707
Hitz FM, 225
Mediation services, 1130

PHILLIPS, Mr (Eltham)
Adjournment
Diamond Valley planning agree 2012
Questions without notice
Federal industrial relations reforms, 637
Industry investment, 1123
Jiangsu Province, 1893
Junior wage rates, 1591
PLOWMAN, Mr A. F. (Benambra)
Adjournment
Breast screening, 422
Hume Weir, 2183
Victorian Institute of Animal Science, 672
Wodonga District Hospital obstetric services, 985
Yackandandah private garden, 1320

Bills
Audit Bill, 416
Tobacco Leaf Industry (Deregulation) Bill, 1618
Petitions
Kerford Clinic, Mayday Hills, 1265
Points of order, 1640
Questions without notice
Domestic violence services, 1126
Rural health services, 2021
Telecom charges, 455
Tobacco growers, 2124
VI Line freight, 1504
PLOWMAN, Mr S. J. (Evelyn) (Minister for Energy
and Minerals, and Minister Assisting the Treasurer
on State Owned Enterprises)
Adjournment
Generation Victoria redundancies, 1259
Mining and exploration in Bendigo, 1118
Municipal electrical undertakings, 764
Toora wind farm, 1467

Bills
Electricity Industry (Amendment) Bill, 1507, 1681,
1683,2161,2164
Mineral Resources Development (Furt.l-ter
Amendment) Bill, 102, 234, 532
Petroleum (Amendment) Bill, 102,237,535,542
Points of order, 1512, 1513
Questions without notice
Mining initiatives, 854

LEGISLA TIVE ASSEMBLY
REYNOLDS, Mr (Gisbome) (Minister for Sport,
Recreation and Racing)
Adjournment
Active at Any Age program, 675
East Gippsland winter family games, 1866
Special Olympic Games, 675
Sports funding, 1951
Bills
Gaming and Betting Bill, 1735
Questions without notice
Chung Corporation Ltd, 1705, 1706, 1800, 1802, 1803,
1889,1890,1891,1892,1978,2022
Crown Casino Ltd, 929,1979
Police: confidential infonnation, 847, 850, 1709
Sporting facilities, 1407
Totalizator Agency Board, 2312
ViT AB Ltd, 847, 850

RICHARDSON, Mr (Forest Hill)
Bills
Appropriation (Parliament) (Interim 1994-95) Bill,
2008
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Questions without notice
Food standards, 1978
State budget, 1208
Sunshine youth accommodation project, 1013
Toilet paper purchase, 99
RYAN, Mr (Gippsland South)
Adjournment
Dumping of Dutch cheese, 1556
Oil and gas industry in Sale, 1256
Sale sporting facilities, 1319
Toora wind fann, 1462
Bills
Accident Compensation (Amendment) Bill, 1162
Casino Control (Miscellaneous Amendments) Bill,
1908
Economic Development (Repeal) Bill, 33
Land (Further Miscellaneous Matters) Bill, 652
Legal Aid Commission (Amendment) Bill, 883
Magistrates' Court (Amendment) Bill, 1846
Publ!c Prosecutions Bill, 2072
Local government restructure, 922
Questions without notice

Points of order, 369, 2009,2354
Standing Orders Committee, 1076
(See also Rulings by the Chair in SUBJECTS)

Business regulation refonn, 459
Debt recovery, 1291
Labour force trends, 1705
Victoria's credit rating, 4

ROPER, Mr (Coburg) (Resigned 31 March 1994)
SANDON, Mc (Carrum)
Adjournment
Coburg and Preston secondary colleges, 812

Adjournment
School principals, 243

Business of the house
Program,371
Resignation, 799, 847

Bills
Appropriation (Interim 1994-95) Bill, 1653
Vocational Education and Training (Amendment)
Bill,2164

Personal explanation, 515
Education of gifted children, 927
ROWE, Mr (Cranboume)
Adjournment
Bowerbird Preschool, 674
Bills
Appropriation (Interim 1994-95) Bill, 1423
Control of Weapons (Amendment) Bill, 1579
Gaming and Betting Bill, 1731
Sentencing (Victim Impact Statement) Bill, 1010
Transport (Further Amendment) Bill, 1235
Points of order, 692, 892, 1729

Petitions
State education system, 640
Questions without notice
District liaison principals, 5, 6, 8, 97, 99, 223, 224, 226,
364,366,459,460,540,639
Women in science and technology, 365
Schools of the Future program, 697
Senior education appointments, 18

INDEX
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SEITZ, Mr (Keilor)
Adjournment
Apprenticeship training, 1767
Calder Highway speed limit, 193
Disability payments, 2088
Housing Guarantee Fund Ltd, 63
St Albans level crossing, 1559
School councils, 422
Youth suicides in western suburbs, 1643
Bills

Constitution Act: alleged breach, 177
Interstate migration, 77
Points of order, 1981

SMITH, Mr E. R. (Glen Waverley)
Adjournment
Teachers: stop-work meetings, 1318
Bills

Administration and Probate (Amendment) Bill, 478
Appropriation (Interim 1994-95) Bill, 1459
Control of Weapons (Amendment) Bill, 1575
Melbourne Water Corporation (Amendment) Bill,
2250

Personal explanations, 1831
Points of order, 820, 985, 988, 989, 1500, 1505, 1592,
1706,1765,1770,2250

SERCOMBE, Mr (Niddrie)
Adjournment
Public sector superannuation, 2183
Special Olympic Games, 673
Bills
Agent-General's Bill, 217
Casino Control <Miscellaneous Amendments) Bill,
1918
National Crime Authority, 1273

Agent-General's Bill, 227
Appropriation (Interim 1994-95) Bill, 1984
Audit Bill, 382, 413, 415
Control of Weapons (Amendment) Bill, 1568
Financial Management Bill, 716
Financial Management (Consequential Amendments)
Bill, 716
Public Prosecutions Bill, 2050
Sentencing (Victim Impact Statement) Bill, 1035
Witness Protection (Amendment) Bill, 1254
Grievances
Medibank Private claim, 2106
Preschool funding, 453
Traffic offence anomalies, 454
Planning procedures, 1784
Points of order, 384, 711, 1990,2036
(See also Rulings by the Chair in SUBJECTS)
SMITH, Mr I. W. (Polwarth) (Minister for Finance)

Constitution Act: alleged breach, 17, 103
Grievances
Community Support Fund, 434
Petitions
Fairlea Prison, 640
Totalizator Agency Board, 1133
Points of order, 17, 103,366,851,992, 1017, 1104, 1106,
1269, 1270, 1916
Supreme Court appointment, 1013

Adjournment
Ferntree Gully shire hall, 1073
Old Castlemaine gaol, 1260
Bills
Land (Revocation of Reservations) Bill, 1955, 1956,
2009,2010,2322
Office of the Regulator-General Bill, 2274
Superannuation Acts (Amendment) Bill, 1566, 1679
Constitution Act: alleged breach, 174
Parliamentary Contributory Superannuation Fund,
429

SHEEHAN, Mr (Northcote)
Points of order, 1981,2320,2321
Bills
Appropriation (Interim 1994-95) Bill, 1426
Audit Bill, 397
Financial Management Bill, 745
Financial Management (Consequential Amendments)
Bill, 745
Swan Hill Pioneer Settlement Authority (Repeal) Bill,
1868

Questions without notice
Ambulance services, 2124
Government office accommodation, 1804
Leeds Media and Communication Services Pty Ltd,
1016,2023,2028,2214,2121,2122,2309
Local Government Board, 1127
Prince Henry's Hospital, 1979

LEGISLA TIVE ASSEMBLY
SEC
Headquarters, 222
Vehicles, 458
Shellcards, 1980
Superannuation, 2309
Toilet paper purchase, 99
SPEAKER, The (Hon. J. E. Delzoppo)
Auditor-General
Grants and subsidies to non-government
organisations, 679
International student programs, 70
Ministerial portfolios, 1955
Purchasing practices, 2190
BLF Custodian reports, 10
Business of the house
Division list, 1991
Members: behaviour, 1121
Casino (Management) Act, 1412
Coburg, Honourable member for
Election of Mr Carlo Carli, 1705
Resignation of Honourable T. W. Roper, 80S, 847
Daily Hansard, 924

Distinguished visitors, 1,96, 221, 359, 460, 702, 847,
991,1800,2120,2211,2312
Division list, 767
Documents: tabling, 991
Economic Development Committee
Victorian building and construction industry, 1411
Joint sittings of Parliament 679,878
Opposition, Leader of the: naming, 1103
University of Ballarat, 679
Victoria University of Technology, 679
Victorian WorkCover Authority reports, 10,855, 1713
(See also Rulings by the Chair in SUBJECTS)
SPRY, Mr (Bellarine)
Adjournment
Council voting by permanently disabled, 2276
Mesh net fishing, 244
Port Melbourne planning appeal, 511
Bills
Land (Further Miscellaneous Matters) Bill, 649

(37)

Victorian Institute of Marine Sciences (Amendment)
Bill,1962
Westernport (Crib Point Terminal) Bill, 2315
Questions without notice
Federal industrial relations reform, 1889
Police: confidential information, 850
Shell refinery dispute, 1404
Tourism Victoria, 635
ViTAB Ltd, 850
STEGGALL, Mr (Swan Hill)
Bills
Food (Amendment) Bill, 787
Swan Hill Pioneer Settlement Authority (Repeal) Bill,
1871
Water (Further Amendment) Bill, 1941
STOCKDALE, Mr (Brighton) (Treasurer)
Adjournment
Local government restructure, 1118
Transport Accident Commission claim, 1951
Bills
Appropriation (Interim 1994-95) Bill, 1134
Appropriation (Parliament) (Interim 1994-95) Bill,
1143
Audit Bill, 411, 412, 413, 414, 415, 416, 418, 419
Borrowing and Investment Powers (Further
Amendment) Bill, 102, 235
Electricity Industry (Amendment) Bill, 2139
Financial Agreement Bill, 934, 1594
Financial Management Bill, 749, 751, 752, 753, 754
Financial Management (Consequential Amendments)
Bill, 102,238, 749
Gaming and Betting Bill, 1213, 1313, 1716, 1740, 1956,
1958, 1960, 1961, 1992, 1993, 1994, 1995, 1996, 1997,
1998,1999,2000,2001,2002,2003,2004,2005,2006,
2007,2008
Melbourne Water Corporation (Amendment) Bill,
1626,2263
Stamps (Securities Clearing House) Bill, 1213, 1829,
1831
State Bank of South Australia (Transfer of
Undertaking) Bill, 708, 776
State Insurance Office (Amendment) Bill, 102, 236,
755,756,757
State Trustees (State Owned Company) Bill, 1624,
1887, 1888
Treasury Corporation of Victoria (Amendment) Bill,
1213, 1717, 1813, 1816
Victorian Funds Management Corporation Bill, 1625,
2294
Commonwealth Grants Commission, 224
Constitution Act: alleged breach, 103, 106

(38)
Interstate migration, 75
Points of order, 103, 106, 736, 1673

INDEX
Rochester and Elrnore District Health Service, 762
Wangaratta District Base Hospital, 1865
Wodonga District Hospital obstetric services, 989

Questions without notice
Australia Air International, 362
Capital works funding, 1210
Commonwealth-state financial arrangements, 537
Debt recovery, 1291
Electricity reforms, 5, 1590
Grand prix, 931, 1410, 2211, 2307
Moody's Investors Service, 853
Moomba gas pipeline, 1802
Niemeyer state 1673
State budget, 1208
TABcorp Holdings Ltd, 1408
Totalizator Agency Board, 363
Victoria's credit rating, 4
Voluntary departure packages, 97

Bills
Alcoholics and Drug-dependent Persons
(Amendment) Bill, 101, 1298
Drugs, Poisons and Controlled Substances
(Amendment) Bill, 101,799
Food (Amendment) Bill, 101, 792
Medical Practice Bill, 1099, 1107, 1108, 1109
Constitution Act alleged breach, 179
Health Computing Services Ltd report, 70
Obstetric and Paediatric Mortality and Morbidity,
Consultative Council on, report, 1867
Points of order, 1017
Questions without notice

TANNER, Mr (Caulfield)
Adjournment
Burglar alarms, 1769
Impounding of car, 1465
Bills
Electricity Industry (Amendment) Bill, 2133
Mineral Resources Development (Further
Amendment) Bill, 522
Petitions
Human life experimentation, 69
Mount Stirling, 1955
Student unions, 2028
Points of order, 1107, 1513

TEHAN, Mrs (Seymour) (Minister for Health)
Adjournment
Allegations of honourable member for Albert Park,
2357
Ambulance services, 817, 2015
Case-mix funding, 1561
Cigarette sales, 1772
Clinictrans, 817
Cystic fibrosis services, 1865
Elmore District Hospital, 1261
Footscray Psychiatric Hospital, 64
Health screening programs, 898
McTits sandwich shop, 63
Menada Pty Ltd, 817
Mordialloc-Cheltenham Community Hospital, 1561
Mount Royal Rehabilitation Unit, 989
Rats in Parliament House grounds, 1562
RMIT laboratory science courses, 762

Allegations of honourable member for Albert Park,
2308
Ambulance services, 633, 796, 1294, 1405, 1406, 1408,
1505, 1588, 1590, 1592, 1673, 1674, 1707, 1708, 1711,
1804,1893,2212
Case-mix funding, 6, 1017, 1708,2214
Clinictrans, 2311
Country hospitals, 100
Drug and alcohol services, 639
Grand prix tobacco sponsorship, 1
Health and community services, 1410
Hospitals
Shortage of specialists, 539
Waiting lists, 1708
Rural health services, 2021
Williamstown, Honourable member for: resignation,
2348

THOMPSON, Mr (Sandringham)
Adjournment
Cheltenham Primary School, 1464
Pit bull terriers, 2355
Bills
Administration and Probate (Amendment) Bill, 469
Financial Management Bill, 724
Financial Management (Consequential Amendments)
Bill,724
Legal Aid Commission (Amendment) Bilt 886
Small Business Development Corporation
(Amendment) Bill, 495
Questions without notice
Anzac Day, 1103
County Court scaffolding, 226
Flinders Street railway station, 1675
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Registry of Births, Deaths and Marriages, 1892
THOMSON, Mr (Pascoe Vale)

(39)

Points of order, 2, 16,98, 102, 103, 104, 116, 120, 122,
124,156,159,160,162,223,361,364,441,644,673,
688,706,736,739,851,895,986,991,1017,1123,1133,
1208, 1212, 1292, 1293, 1295, 1405, 1503, 1512, 1592,
1673,1692,1710,1803,1899,1982,2009,2192

Adjournment
Essendon airport composting facility, 1949
LangiKalKalPrison, 1768
Liquor Control (Amendment) Act, 1115
Merlynston commuter car park, 1318
Mount Royal Rehabilitation Unit, 982
Municipal electrical undertakings, 760
Old Castlemaine gaol, 1257
Overseas trade missions, 2087
Pollution by gas bumoff, 1069
Post Newspapers Pty Ltd, 421
Sunshine Cabinets, 1175

Bills
Appropriation (Interim 1994-95) Bill, 1511
Appropriation (Parliament) (Interim 1994-95) Bill,
1755
Casino Control (Miscellaneous Amendments) Bill,
1922
Drugs, Poisons and Controlled Substances
(Amendment) Bill, 376
Electricity Industry (Amendment) Bill, 2154, 2337
Financial Agreement Bill, 1582
Financial Management Bill, 735
Financial Management (Consequential Amendments)
Bill,735
Gaming and Betting Bill, 1737, 1957
Land (Further Miscellaneous Matters) Bill, 664
Mineral Resources Development (Further
Amendment) Bill, 524
Public Prosecutions Bill, 2060
State Trustees (State Owned Company) Bill, 1879,
1888
Swan Hill Pioneer Authority (Repeal) Bill, 1874
Tertiary Education (Amendment) Bill, 1213, 1311,
2190
Treasury Corporation of Victoria (Amendment) Bill,
1812
Victorian Funds Management Corporation Bill, 2288
Business of the house
Program, 370, 857, 1143, 1715,2030
Constitution Act: alleged breach, 16, 103, 104, 157, 162
Grievances

Questions without notice
Australia Air International, 455
Employee Relations Act, 1130
Industrial relations, 704
National wage increase, 797
Public service code of conduct, 2026
Unemployment, 1014
University of Ballarat, 901
Victoria University of Technology, 901
Williamstown, Honourable member for: resignation,
2343

THWAITES, Mr (Albert Park)
Adjournment
Ambulance services, 814, 2013
Case-mix funding, 1557
Clinictrans, 814
Cystic fibrosis services, 1861
Elmore District Hospital, 1258
Grand prix, 1688
Menada Pty Ltd, 814
Mordialloc-Cheltenham Community Hospital, 1557
St Kilda planning scheme, 1319
Ambulance services, 1565
Bills
Alcoholics and Drug-dependent Persons
(Amendment) Bill, 1282
Appropriation (Interim 1994-95) Bill, 1975, 1982
Drugs, Poisons and Controlled Substances
(Amendment) Bill, 798
Food (Amendment) Bill, 784
Medical Practice Bill, 1084, 1108, 1109
Constitution Act: alleged breach, 170
Government media contracts, 516
Grievances
Director of communications, 1492
Government advertiSing contracts, 2108

Community-based employment, 442
Highway service centres, 691
Highway service centres, 686
Interstate migration, 70
Joint sittings of Parliament, 901
Notice of motion, 2283

Local government restructure, 910
Personal explanations, 2319
Petitions
Malvern community health services, 1712
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INDEX

Preschool funding, 1712
Planning procedures, 1785

Bills
Appropriation (Interim 1994-95) Bill, 1507
Control of Weapons (Amendment) Bill, 1577

Points of order, 180, 633, 796, 914, 1262, 1588, 1591,
1708, 1861

Points of order, 1280

Questions without notice

Questions without notice

Ambulance services, 633, 796, 1294, 1405, 1406, 1407,
1504, 1588, 1589, 1590, 1592, 1672, 1674, 1707, 1708,
1711,1804,1893,2124,2212
Case-mix funding, 1708
Clinictrans,2311
Leeds Media and Communication Services Pty Ltd,
1015,1016,2023,2028,2121,2122,2214,2309

Employment: federal white paper, 1672
Federal industrial relations reform, 1890
Meat inspectors, 540
Regional veterinary laboratories, 795
Teacher amenities, 2214
VAUGHAN, Or (Clayton)

TRAYNOR, Mr (Ballarat East)
Adjournment
Ballarat Library bus access, 2085
Deputy Ombudsman (Police Complaints), 1860
Korweinguboora Primary School, 1174
Bills
Appropriation (Interim 1994-95) Bill, 1429
Control of Weapons (Amendment) Bill, 1576
Questions without notice
Drug and alcohol services, 639
Public Transport Corporation properties, 1709
School principals, 364
Tourism: regional and rural, 1405
TREASURE, Mr (Gippsland East)
Adjournment
East Gippsland
Forests, 61
Winter family games, 1861
Gippsland repeater station, 1071
Lakes Entrance police station, 1639
Economic Development Committee
Victorian building and construction industry, 1411
Questions without notice
Country hospitals, 100
Minister for Agriculture: trip to Middle East and
Europe, 1127
National export growth, 2211
WorkCover: industrial deafness claims, 796
TURNER, Mr (Bendigo West)
Adjournment
Bendigo West kindergarten, 1463
Mining and exploration in Bendigo, 1113

Bills
Appropriation (Interim 1994-95) Bill, 1670, 1676
Sentencing (Victim Impact Statement) Bill, 1022
(See also Rulings by the Chair in SUBJECTS)
WADE, Mrs (Kew) (Attorney-General, Minister for
Fair Trading, and Minister responsible for Women's
Affairs)
Adjournment
Broadmeadows electorate officer, 1690
Case-mix funding, 65
Consumer Resource and Advocacy Centre, Outer
East, 2091
Direct Cameras, 1690
Domestic violence in Wangaratta, 66
Frankston brothel permit, 1647
Geelong West town hall sale, 1562
Housing Guarantee Fund Ltd, 66
Maternity care, 65
Minister for Fair Trading: performance, 1863
Real estate subagents, 1862
Sheriff's Office, 1646
Bills
Administration and Probate (Amendment) Bill, 102,
233,479
Casino Control (Miscellaneous Amendment) Bill,
1213, 1930, 1933, 1935, 1936, 1937
Control of Weapons (Amendment) Bill, 1049
Financial Institutions (Victoria) (Amendment) Bill,
1806,1867,2268
Friendly Societies (Benefit Funds) Bill, 708, m
Legal Aid Commission (Amendment) Bill, 709, 777,
890
Magistrates' Court (Amendment) Bill, 1213, 1855,
1857
Public Prosecutions Bill, 934, 1053, 2075
Sentencing (Victim Impact Statement) Bill, 709, 778,
1019, 1043, 1046, 1047, 1048
Office of Fair Trading and Business Affairs
Introduction agencies, 2207
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Points of order, 1488, 1896, 1899, 1907, 1908, 1925, 2035,
2036,2037,2047,2054,2056,2068
Questions without notice
County Court scaffolding, 226
Dandenong court complex, 2024
Director of Public Prosecutions, 360
Equal Opportunity Board president, 1128, 1707
Lawcare, 1982
Magistrates Court, 2122
Mediation services, 1130
Police
Confidential information, 854
Forensic services, 3
Registry of Births, Deaths and Marriages, 1892
Supreme Court appointment, 1013
Victorian Women's Council, 1505
Videos, X-rated, 460
ViTAB Ltd, 854
Supreme, County and Magistrates courts reports, 2190

WEIDEMAN, Mr (Frankston)
Adjournment
Commercial vehicle registration, 2013
Frankston brothel permit, 1640
Health screening programs, 894
Incinerators, 1070
Senior Citizens Week, 244
Speed cameras, 2089
USA green card offer, 1946
Bills
Agent-General's Bill, 229
Tobacco Leaf Industry (Deregulation) Bill, 1610
Business of the house
Points of order: ruling, 1131
Points of order, 246
Public Accounts and Estimates Committee
1993-94 budget estimates, 2189
Erratum, 367
Victorian public hospitals, 1867
(See also Rulings by the Chair in SUBJECTS)
WELLS, Mr (Wantirna)
Adjournment
Cigarette sales, 1768
Drug-taking apparatus, 983
School security, 2277
Wellington Road duplication, 670

(41 )

Bills
Economic Development (Repeal) Bill, 27
Employment and Training (Amendment) Bill, 51
Sentencing (Victim Impact Statement) Bill, 1003
Tertiary Education (Amendment) Bill, 2226
Vocational Education and Training (Amendment)
Bill,2173
Questions without notice
Commonwealth-state financial arrangements, 537
Government office accommodation, 1804
Health and community services, 1410
Police firearms training procedures, 636
WILSON, MI5 (Dandenong North)
Adjournment
Abuse of the elderly, 420
Active at Any Age program, 670
Elderly person housing, 1463
Home and community care recipients, 1558
Supported accommodation for the aged, 894
Bills
Appropriation Gnterim 1994-95) Bill, 1662
Casino Control (Miscellaneous Amendments) Bill,
1904
Gaming and Betting Bill, 1719, 2003
Questions without notice
Crown Casino Ltd, 1979
Totalizator Agency Board, 2312

INDEX

(42)

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
Questions on notice answered during period covered by this index
Qn

Subject matter

24
26
108
123
142
144

Education: Balliang East Primary School
Dr Coghill
Education: Balliang East Primary School
DrCoghill
Publication: Towards Prosperity
Dr Coghill
Education: legal advice expenditure and consultancies Mr Micallef
Child Care: policy on hours of attendance
Dr Coghill
Attorney-general: legal representation and
expenses incurred
Mr Haermeyer
Finance: legal representation and expenses incurred
Mr Haermeyer
Energy and Minerals: legal representation and
expenses incurred
Mr Haermeyer
Planning: legal representation and expenses incurred Mr Haermeyer
Natural Resources: legal representation and
expenses incurred
Mr Haermeyer
Public Transport: legal representation and
expenses incurred
Mr Haermeyer
Community Services: legal representation and
expenses incurred
Mr Haermeyer
Health: legal representation and expenses incurred
Mr Haermeyer
Police and Emergency Services: legal representation
and expenses incurred
Mr Haermeyer
Corrections: legal representation and expenses incurred Mr Haermeyer
Regional Development: legal representation and
expenses incurred
Mr Haermeyer
Roads and Ports: legal representation and
expenses incurred
Mr Haermeyer
Housing: legal representation and expenses incurred
Mr Haermeyer
Tertiary Education and Training: Legal representation
and expenses incurred
Mr Haermeyer
Local Government: legal representation and
Mr Haermeyer
expenses incurred
Major Projects: legal representation and
expenses incurred
Mr Haermeyer
Fair Trading: legal representation and expenses incurredMr Haermeyer
Sport, Recreation and Racing: legal representation
and expenses incurred
Mr Haermeyer
Aged Care: legal representation and expenses incurred Mr Haermeyer
Tourism: legal representation and expenses incurred
Mr Haermeyer
WorkCare: legal representation and expenses incurred Mr Haermeyer
Attorney-General: expenditure on conferences, seminars,
workshops and training courses
Mr Haermeyer
Finance: expenditure on conferences, seminars,
workshops and training courses
Mr Haermeyer
Energy and Minerals: expenditure on conferences,
seminars, workshops and training courses
Mr Haermeyer
Industry Services: expenditure on conferences, seminars,
workshops and training courses
Mr Haermeyer
Planning: expenditure on conferences, seminars,
workshops and training courses
Mr Haermeyer
Small Business: expenditure on conferences, seminars,
workshops and training courses
Mr Haermeyer
Industry and Employment: expenditure on conferences,
seminars, workshops and training courses
Mr Haermeyer
Agriculture: expenditure on conferences, seminars,
workshops and training courses
Mr Haermeyer

146
147
149
153
154
155
156
158
159
160
161
163
166
167
168
169
171
172
173
174
176
178
179
180
181
182
183
184

Asked by

Answered by

Page

Mr Stockdale
Mr S. J. Plowman
Mr Stockdale
MrHayward
MrJohn

251
251
2379
251
252

MrsWade
Mr I. W. Smith

252
555

Mr S. J. Plowman
Mr Mac1ellan

2380
620

MrColeman

1355

MrBrown

357

MrJohn
Mrs Tehan

2377
2376

MrMcNamara
MrMcNamara

1695
1695

MrMcNamara

1325

MrBrown
Mr Mac1ellan

620
823

MrHayward

252

Mr Maclellan

556

Mr Maclellan
MrsWade

841
253

MrReynolds
MrJohn
MrMcNamara
Mr Pescott

307
2378
253
1325

Mrs Wade

258

Mr I. W. Smith

557

Mr S.J. Plowman

2381

Mr Pescott

2370

Mr Mac1ellan

558

MrHeffernan

2371

MrGude

2372

Mr W. D. McGrath

564
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Qn

Subject matter

185

Natural Resources: expenditure on conferences, seminars,
workshops and training courses
Mr Haermeyer
Public Transport: expenditure on conferences, seminars,
Mr Haermeyer
workshops and training courses
Community Services: expenditure on conferences,
seminars, workshops and training courses
Mr Haermeyer
Health: expenditure on conferences, seminars,
workshops and training courses
Mr Haermeyer
Education: expenditure on conferences, seminars,
workshops and training courses
Mr Haermeyer
Police and Emergency Services: expenditure on
conferences, seminars, workshops and training courses Mr Haermeyer
Regional Development: expenditure on conferences,
seminars, workshops and training courses
Mr Haermeyer
Roads and Ports: expenditure on conferences, seminars,
workshops and training courses
Mr Haermeyer
Housing: expenditure on conferences, seminars,
Mr Haermeyer
workshops and training courses
Tertiary Education and Training: expenditure on
conferences, seminars, workshops and training courses Mr Haermeyer
Local Government: expenditure on conferences, seminars,
workshops and training courses
Mr Haermeyer
Major Projects: expenditure on conferences, seminars,
workshops and training courses
Mr Haermeyer
Fair Trading: expenditure on conferences, seminars,
workshops and training courses
Mr Haermeyer
Sport, Recreation and Racing: expenditure on
conferences, seminars, workshops and training courses Mr Haermeyer
Aged Care: expenditure on conferences, seminars,
Mr Haermeyer
workshops and training courses
Tourism: expenditure on conferences, seminars,
workshops and training courses
Mr Haermeyer
WorkCover: expenditure on conferences, seminars,
workshops and training courses
Mr Haermeyer
Attorney-General: interstate travel
Mr Haermeyer
Finance: interstate travel
Mr Haermeyer
Energy and Minerals: interstate travel
Mr Haermeyer
Industry Services: interstate travel
Mr Haermeyer
Planning: interstate travel
Mr Haermeyer
Industry and Employment: interstate travel
Mr Haermeyer
Agriculture: interstate travel
Mr Haermeyer
Natural Resources: interstate travel
Mr Haermeyer
Public Transport: interstate travel
Mr Haermeyer
Community Services: interstate travel
Mr Haermeyer
Health: interstate travel
Mr Haermeyer
Education: interstate travel
Mr Haermeyer
Police and Emergency Services: interstate travel
Mr Haermeyer
Corrections: interstate travel
Mr Haermeyer
Regional Development: interstate travel
Mr Haermeyer
Roads and Ports: interstate travel
Mr Haermeyer
Housing: interstate travel
Mr Haermeyer
Tertiary Education and Training: interstate travel
Mr Haermeyer
Local government: interstate travel
Mr Haermeyer
Major Projects: interstate travel
Mr Haermeyer
Fair Trading: interstate travel
Mr Haermeyer
Sport, Recreation and Racing: interstate travel
Mr Haermeyer
Aged Care: interstate travel
Mr Haermeyer

186
187
188
189
190
192
193
195
198
199
200
201
203
204
205
206
208
210
211
212
213
215
216
217
218
219
220
221
222
223

224
225
227
230
231
232
233
235
236

Asked by

(43)

Answered by

Page

MrColeman

1356

MrBrown

311

MrJohn

1696

Mrs Tehan

1696

MrHayward

2382

MrMcNamara

2363

MrMcNamara

2373

MrBrown

311

Mr Maclellan

823

MrHayward

1333

Mr Maclellan

592

Mr Maclellan

842

Mrs Wade

258

Mr Reynolds

311

MrJohn

1697

MrMcNamara

258

Mr Pescott
Mrs Wade
Mr I. W. Smith
Mr S. J. Plowman
Mr Pescott
Mr Maclellan
MrGude
Mr W. D. McGrath
MrColeman
MrBrown
MrJohn
MrsTehan
MrHayward
MrMcNamara
MrMcNamara
MrMcNamara
MrBrown
Mr Maclellan
MrHayward
Mr Maclellan
Mr Maclellan
MrsWade
Mr Reynolds
MrJohn

2374
1365
592
2384
593
1338
1328
594
1356
605
1697
1698
2385
260
2391
1329
331
826
1354
605
842
1393
332
2398
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Qn

Subject matter

Answered by

Page

237
238
240
242
243
244
245
247
248
249
250
251
252
253
254
255
256
257
259
261
262
263
265
268
269
270
271
272
273
274
275
277
279
280
281
282
283
284
285
287
288
291
292
293

Tourism: interstate travel
Mr Haermeyer
MrMcNamara
WorkCare: interstate travel
Mr Haermeyer
MrPescott
Attorney-General: overseas travel
Mr Haermeyer
Mrs Wade
Finance: overseas travel
Mr I. W. Smith
Mr Haermeyer
Energy and Minerals: overseas travel
Mr Haermeyer
Mr S. J. Plowman
Industry Services: overseas travel
Mr Haermeyer
Mr Pescott
Planning: overseas travel
Mr Haermeyer
Mr Maclellan
Business and Employment: overseas travel
MrGude
Mr Haermeyer
Agriculture: overseas travel
Mr Haermeyer
Mr W. D. McGrath
Natural Resources: overseas travel
MrColeman
Mr Haermeyer
Public Transport: overseas travel
MrBrown
Mr Haermeyer
Community Services: overseas travel
Mr Haermeyer
MrJohn
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