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One outstanding achievement of the government to
help girls is the establishment of the Melbourne
Girls College at the old Richmond Secondary
College site. It has melded successfully with the
Richmond Secondary College and the Malvern Girls
Secondary College and attracted students from
throughout metropolitan Melbourne. The school
population has a diverse etlmic background. There
are many Moslem girls. On International Women's
Day I was invited to speak to the girls. I was
impressed by their attitudes, by the high standard of
the drama performance they put on and their
expectations of what girls can achieve.

the teaching service. At the primary level the
percentage is higher than that, yet women are
underrepresented as principals.

It is difficult for those of us who come from

Why aren't there more female principals? The
government established a women-in-school
leadership program last year that was an
outstanding success; it was the main cause for the
increase in the number of women principals. That
program gave women the practical help they needed
to write their curricula vitae for presentation to
panels choosing principals. Women and girls
undervalue themselves and men and boys overvalue
themselves. Women and girls are more likely to
attribute failure to themselves and success to outside
factors, such as good luck or that they had a mentor,
but men believe they have internal success and
externalise failure and blame somebody else.

Anglo-Celtic backgrounds to see veiled Moslem girls
saying that girls can achieve anything. Despite the
fact that they have their own culture, they are
thinking of the future and believe they can achieve
anything they want.
That experience was repeated in other schools the
committee visited. There is a growing feeling among
girls that they can do anything they want, but their
expectations, thoughts and hopes slide away in the
post-school years. As the honourable member for
Bundoora said, women end up finding themselves
with their fingers in the dike supporting children at
one end, ageing parents at the other and maybe
unemployed husbands.
The government's education initiatives will help
girls to make more informed choices in their
post-schoollives and to make those choices feeling
that they are worthwhile people. It will help them
make those decisions away from the pressures
society imposes on them, and making those choices
means that they will in turn bring up daughters and
sons who are able to withstand those pressures in
life and make a success of what they do.
It is those practical outcomes on which the

government should be commended. Changes will be
supported by curriculum development and
professional development courses and by
government initiatives to transform schools in the
next decade.
'
The next committee I am to chair will examine equal
opportunity for women in the Department of
Education. The honourable member for Rodney
referred to the last round of principal selections, in
which the number of female principals had
increased from 22 per cent to 30 per cent That is a
great gain, but it is not the goal that should be
achieved. Women malce up more than 50 per cent of

The committee has only just begun its work, but it
has established that the reasons for women getting
into the principal class are varied. A preliminary
study was carried out at the University of
Melbourne. It was a small sample but the study
revealed on the whole that women worked 10 hours
a week more than their male contemporaries and
they were more likely to be better qualified and
willing to undertake professional development.

That is a broad generalisation and not true in
individual cases, but it has practical outcomes when
women are presenting for positions at senior levels.
Often their curricula vitae are looked at before the
interview stage and they can devalue their life
experiences and the skills they have often learnt
through non-paid employment as wives and
mothers, voluntary employment, or lower status and
lower paid work. They think they may not get to the
interview stage. That applies not only in the
teaching service but also in other areas. Women
need support, which the government is giving them,
to undertake professional development and to have
the opportunity to participate in training programs
that not only teach them skills but also reinforce the
fact that very often they already had those skills to
offer.

It is only a matter of packaging and presentation for
women to be able to achieve the goals they may
want to reach but are prevented from reaching by a
whole range of factors both within and outside
themselves. That is quite apart from the attitudes of
professions which are overwhelmingly male and
which in many cases militate against women's
success. The government initiative to institute
women-in-Ieadership programs at Geelong over
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several weekends by itself has resulted in a huge
and certifiable increase in the number of women in
principal positions. Women are now applying for
the vice-principal positions that have been
advertised, and I am confident the women who
succeed in getting vice-principal positions will then
be in a premium position to become principals in the
next round of principal selections. That will have an
influence on the culture of our schools.
Although narrow in content, the study done at
Melbourne University also shows that women have
different management styles from men and are more
likely to be participative and collaborative with their
staff in making decisions. That often makes for
better staff relationships and has a positive effect on
the children in the school. Once again from
observing schools in my electorate, I have noticed
that the schools with women principals have a
somewhat gentler, more caring focus than other
schools. I am not saying there is not room for all
leadership styles, but education is so important that
if most of the people in senior positions are male we
are missing out on a whole range of skills, expertise
and attitudes that influence the way children grow
up and their attitudes to each other.
That is evident in the increasing incidence of
schoolyard violence. The attitude taken by many
women principals towards schoolyard violence is
that perhaps a gentler way is more likely to have
positive outcomes. Bullying is an enormous problem
in schools and the schoolyard is regarded as a grey
area. More women principals and a more
participative type of school management may result
in a more positive outcome in the schoolyard. Many
girls do not feel safe in certain areas of the
schoolyard because of assaults on their person or
personalities, and it must be equally hard for boys
who are not acceptable to the lead group in the
school. Unless we change the culture in the
playground as distinct from the culture in the
classroom we will not be doing enough for either
boys or girls.
The government's report on the opportunities for
girls in education is in the minister's hands, and I
hope the policy will be released within the next
month. The government has instituted a review of
women in the teaching service not only at school
level but also in the Directorate of School Education
where the senior management positions are and
where women are seriously underrepresented. I
hope there will be equally positive outcomes from
that.
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The government has also established the Richmond
Girls Secondary College, which is leading the way
not only in multicultural education but in the
education of girls. These are Significant practical
advances which show that the government is
prepared to allocate the state's resources to help
women and girls.
Another area in which I have had a longstanding
interest is women's prisons. I did two years of
criminology at university many years ago and the
views of criminologists have changed somewhat
since then. For many years I was an honorary
probation officer dealing mainly with teenage girls
who had committed relatively minor crimes such as
shoplifting. It gave me an insight into what we were
taught at university about people who live on the
margins of society. Most of the girls I had as
probationers came either from single-parent families
where the mother was the dominant influence or
from families where the father was present but not
an active participator in family life.
I had some extraordinary experiences. I often knew
when strikes were going to be on in the jam industry
because I had a probationer whose mother was a
union shop steward. I learnt to admire single-parent
mothers who by and large were doing a terrific job
in holding their families together, but nevertheless
accepted as a fact of life that their daughters were
involved in relatively petty crime. Generations of
families had done much the same sort of thing.

When I was a brownie leader at the high-rise flats in
Richmond I struck the same sort of syndrome:
generations of families headed by lone women
whose daughters would in turn become single
mothers and continue to live in those flats and
regard them as home. On the other hand the
Vietnamese children who were in the brownie pack
were there for only six or nine months before they
moved on to more permanent accommodation.
Often the teenagers involved in minor crime do not
continue on to a life of crime, but many do and often
their crimes are drug related and they end up in
prison. A feature of women prisoners that is
different from male prisoners is that they tend to
come from urban areas and their crimes are often
drug related. Most of them are mothers and most of
them are undereducated. When there were rumours
that Fairlea Prison was to be closed and the women
relocated to Tarrengower, Barwon or Pentridge it
was the women members of the government, led by
the Honourable Louise Asher in another place, who
organised the resistance to any suggestion that
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female prisoners should be moved from FairIea to
one of the other prisons.
There is nothing wrong with Tarrengower or
Barwon except distance from the city. It is most
important for women prisoners to be able to see
their children and for their children to be able to see
them. Geographically that would have been nearly
impossible had the women with children been sent
to Tarrengower or Barwon. Moreover the drug
rehabilitation education programs, which are a
feature of women's prisons, were located mainly at
Fairlea, although there was also one at Barwon.
However, it would have been harder for the women
to undertake those programs.
I pay tribute to the women members of the
government and to Louise Asher for the action they
took at the time. The government will now erect a
purpose-built women's prison and I hope all
government members and women members of the
opposition will be influential in deciding the sort of
prison it will be.
Women prisoners have specific needs that are
different from those of male prisoners - although I
would not want even men to be kept in some of the
conditions I have seen in Pentridge. I wonder
whether members had the opportunity of seeing the
play Somebody's Daughter which former prisoners at
Fairlea Prison put on with the Melbourne Theatre
Company last year. That showed women how
difficult life is for women who fall through society's
net after committing crimes and how great the pull
of the outside world and drugs are. Without
education, rehabilitation and support those women
would return to a life of crime and their children
would suffer as a result.
I thank the Attorney-General for the work she has
undertaken for women in prisons. I close my
remarks by mentioning briefly the proposed
women's centre at the Queen Victoria tower. The
government recognised the importance to the
women of Victoria of having a financially
self-sustainable centre in the Queen Victoria hospital
tower in Lonsdale Street that would be accessible to
and useable by all women. The government has
actually purchased the tower; it remains in
government ownership rather than being leased, as
was the case under the previous government.
The committee that I chair for the Minister
responsible for Women's Affairs has received
increchble support not only from the minister but
also from her department. It aims to ensure that the
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proposed women's centre in that tower goes ahead
and that it is accessible, welcoming and useful for all
women, regardless of their age, colour, racial
background or religion.
In conclusion, I commend the government for the
measures it has taken and the resources it has
allocated in support of Victorian girls and women.

Ms KIRNER (Williamstown) - Mr Acting
Speaker, I do not doubt the sincerity you expressed
in your contnbution to the debate as the honourable
member for Rodney. Nor do I doubt the influence of
your increasingly feminist daughter on your sense of
direction on these matters. I certainly welcome the
contribution of the honourable member for
Mooroolbark on the need for an attitudinal change
to equality, particularly in the education system. The
opposition gives wholehearted and bipartisan
support to her comments on the reactions of males
to the subjects of power and influence and on the
need for action on the Queen Victoria women's
centre.
However, it was apparent from the contributions of
the honourable members for Rodney and
Mooroolbark that even though they mentioned some
successful initiatives in women's affairs, many of
them were Labor government initiatives. I am
pleased to see that those initiatives are continuing,
although in most cases with less funding.
It is particularly worrying that even those members

of the government who are committed to equality
and understand it in some sense are having their
positions totally undermined by the government's
overall culture. Although it is pleasing that some of
those initiatives are being continued, it is of concern
to women and men that the government's culture of
competition, fear and concentrated power without a
proper process of accountability or participation is
undermining any appropriate women's program
and the very culture of participation that the
honourable member for Mooroolbark mentioned as
essential to achieving equality for women.
There is so much to say on this issue, and much of it
was covered by the shadow minister for women's
affairs, the honourable member for Bundoora. I
suppose one way of dealing with it is by examining
what the government has done to the economic
status of women. Almost the first action the
government took on the economic status of women
was to remove from the employment act the right of
women to equal pay. A right sanctioned by the
United Nations is gone. Victoria is the only state in
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Australia that does not have in its employee
relations legislation the right to equal pay for
women. This government removed from the
legislation something for which women fought for
60 years. Yet the government has the hide to move a
motion today which it will win on the numbers but
not on the argument, a motion that women are
better off under this government.
Let us examine the jobs themselves. There has been a
0.6 per cent increase in the number of unemployed
women since the Labor government left office. That
means 8000 more women are unemployed. Is that a
better or fairer distribution of resources to women in
Victoria?
A similar situation applies in occupational health
and safety. I am hearing story after story of women
who feel unsafe in the work force under this
government because their right to stand up and
have a say about their safety is being undermined. I
have heard stories of local - Uberal - members of
Parliament telephoning the office of the Minister for
Industry and Employment saying, 'You don't need
to go ahead with this occupational health and safety
issue, do you? You will interfere with the workings
of the factory. You need not go ahead with that
change'. And who is disadvantaged by the
government's actions? It is the workers. For whom is
this government and its backbenchers working?
They are not working on behalf of the women
workers but on behalf of the people who are actually
abusing the act.
If I had been Minister responsible for Women's
Affairs, I would have been ashamed to present the
Victoria Women's Budget 1992-93. Specific program
allocations one after another show cuts in programs
that are essential to women. For example, the
occupational health and safety information and
advisory network allocation has been cut by $50 000.

Mrs Peulich interjected.
Ms KIRNER - The women's employment unit is
gone altogether; it has disappeared.
Mrs Peulich interjected.

Ms KIRNER - I know the honourable member
for Bentleigh is sensitive on these issues. That is
terrific, because she could make an excellent
contribution by getting the government back in line
on women's issues.

1205

Poverty is the ultimate test of whether the
distnbution of resources is fair. Any fair-minded
assessment of what is happening in this state shows
that people on fixed incomes, who are mostly
women, now have smaller disposable
incomes -because of the increase in gas, electricity
and water prices and the $100 levy - than they had
under the previous government. If the imposition of
measures to increase the revenue - with which I
agree - were fair and in accordance with income,
one just might understand the government's actions.
But no, not under this government. The levy has to
be $100 per head, regardless of one's ability to pay.
Where do people turn to alleviate this burden? They
turn to the Department of Health and Community
Services. However, that department is reducing
services. For example, it has removed the poverty
action program. One would think the numbers
living in poverty are lower under this government
rather than greater.
I compliment the honourable member for
Mooroolbark on her education report. It is important
because it addresses a number of ongoing issues.
Mr Doyle interjected.

Ms KIRNER - You normally make an excellent
contribution. Why don't you stay in the house and
do it?

In her report, the honourable member for
Mooroolbark addresses some of the attitudinal
changes that need to take place in the education
system, building on the changes that were made by
the former Labor government and the then
education ministry. However, it is of concern to note
the contrast between her report and what is
occurring in the workplace. I was interested to listen
to her comments about women principals tending to
have a more cooperative attitude, but in reality there
is example after example of personal complaint
about the new hierarchical structure in schools.
Rather than a partnership structure emerging, it is
actually undermining women's ability to participate.
School closures have undermined women's ability
as parents to participate in their local schools. We
have an education hierarchy at the top of the senior
executive service (SES) level that has never been so
male in either numbers or attitude. It is the most
deep-seated boyo system I have seen for a long time
in education. If we want to truly address equality in
education, I suggest we start with people who are at
the top of the schools bureaucracy.
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'That is an important matter in education because the
majority of employees in education - teachers are women. One could say, 'Oh well, that is
education', but what about the rest of the system? If
the rest of the system were better we might be able
to relax a bit. Although I congratulate the
government for increasing the number of women on
boards and advisory committees, and the
Attorney-General, who is at the table, for appointing
women judges, at the SES level, particularly at the
top levels, men have claimed the power again. There
is an extraordinary attitude and language of utter
and outright damnation and fear in the public
service under this government.
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system that disadvantages new mothers in hospitals
because it will create expenditure at the other end.
One might not be so worried if at the infant welfare
centres mothers could get the service according to
need that they got under Labor, but they cannot. I
never thought in a rich state like Victoria I would see
rationing of infant welfare services. My
daughter-in-law, who lives in the Geelong
electorate, has told me, 1 cannot go back to the
infant welfare centre if I am worried about Sam
because it is not my turn, it is not my appointment. I
have to wait another few weeks'. That is because the
wonderful City of Greater Geelong will take the
state money but will not put in the extra money.

Mrs Peulich interjected.

Mrs Henderson interjected.

Ms KIRNER - I will put it in Han5Qrd, never
mind in writing. And the head of the Department of
Health and Community Services continues to tell his
male and female workers the only way to get on in
that department'is to "f" over your buddies'. If that
is the attitude of leaders of this government and the
bureaucracy, how on earth will we get a culture of
equality in which the public service is an essential
basis for good government, and a fair distribution of

resources?
Let us look now at the health service. It is important
to balance efficiency with care in case-mix funding.

People generally welcome case-mix funding when
there is that balance, but that is not happening in the
care of mothers and babies in hospitals. My second
grandchild was born on 3 January of this year. I
talked to many of the staff at the hospital in which
he was born. When I went to the opening of the
Werribee hospital with the Minister for Health, I
talked to the maternity staff. Every one of them
expressed to me her concern that the pressures were
coming on to move women out of hospital before
they had established their ability to look after their
babies and, in particular, before they had established
the flow of breast milk that would ensure that when
they left hospital they would feel confident of
looking after their babies. Already that is starting to
show up in the increased anxiety of women when
they get home from hospital.
Mr Cole interjected.

Mrs Henderson - This is very serious subject
Ms KIRNER -It is a very serious subject; one
which I think we should address in Parliament in a
bipartisan way as we have the issue of breast cancer.
There is no point in having a case-mix funding

Ms KIRNER - I know; we planned it, it was
ours. We set it up and you have claimed credit for it;
but mothers still cannot get the on-the-spot service
they need. Ask any mother whether she can! So
much for a fairer distribution of resources to
mothers and their children as this motion claims!
The honourable member for Mooroolbark started off
with a comment about older women. Older women
in my electorate were in tears because of the
government's paper on respite centres. Women
living close to me, who have served this state and
their children for years and who have kept their
children out of institutions, saw in the paper of this
government that their access to respite centres
would be rationed. That is not only wrong, it is
obscene!
I am pleased that there is some bipartisan criticism
of that paper. I hope that the Minister for
Community Services will do something about it. The
government will stand condemned if these women
are driven either to nervous breakdowns or to
putting their children in institutions.
Let us have a debate about the resources allocated to
women by the government, but let us have a real
debate about the underlying culture and
principles of resource distribution - not about the
little programs but about the total services for
women that are now being destroyed.
I am pleased, Mr Acting Speaker, that you moved
your motion on this issue. It has provided an
opportunity to truly assess where we are in terms of
fair resource distribution for women. It is getting
worse, not better. The ultimate is what happened to
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the former Commissioner for Equal Opportunity,
Moira Rayner.
Like the honourable member for Mooroolbark, I am
pleased that women will no longer be transferred
from Fairlea Prison to Jika Jika, but I am not pleased
that the alternative is to use women as guinea pigs,
as the first inmates of a privatised prison in Victoria.
The evidence is - ask the women who have done
the work on this issue - that privatised prisons are
not in the best interests of women who require a
cooperative prison abnosphere rather than the kind
of user-will-pay atmosphere of privatised prisons.
Finally, we saw on the issue of Moira Rayner and
the Office of Commissioner of Equal Opportunity a
fundamental undermining of equal opportunity in
this state. Anything that the government or anyone
else says about resources pales into insignificance in
comparison with the sacking of Moira Rayner and
the changes to the equal opportunity commission. It
is not just me saying it: it is 1000 women at a dinner;
it is the chairperson of the Victorian Council for
Civil Liberties; it is Fay Marles, who was the
previous Liberal government's Commissioner for
Equal Opportunity when we had a liberal, not
reactionary, government - they are saying that the
action of the government undermines its
contribution to equal opportunity and
fundamentally calls into question its commitment to
women. This government is not committed to
equality for women. The government's culture,
policies and resource distribution undermine equity
for women.
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unemployment rate in Victoria will be 10.5 per cent
in 1996-97 when the national unemployment rate is
already less than that, and I ask: given this appalling
admission of failure, has the Premier - The SPEAKER - Order! The honourable
member is not allowed to offer an opinion. He
should provide just sufficient facts to make his
question clear.
Mr BRUMBY - Has the Premier given up on the
unemployed, and does he endorse his Treasurer's
advice to Victorians that the sensible response to the
pain being inflicted by this government is simply to
pack up your bags and go to Queensland?
The SPEAKER - Order! The latter part of the
question is out of order.
Mr KENNETT (premier) -If the Victorian
community wanted a better illustration of how
totally out of touch the Leader of the Opposition is,
it has just seen it.

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr KENNETT - For three of the past four
months there has been an improvement in the
unemployment rate in Victoria. For the last month
the figure was higher than for any other state.
No-one should underestimate the size of the
challenge that we as a government inherited from
those who preceded us.

Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER - Order! I am required by
standing orders to now adjourn the debate. The
honourable member for Williamstown will have the
call when the matter is next before the Chair.
Debate interrupted pursuant to sessional orders.
Sitting suspended 1.01 p.m. until 2.04 p.m.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE
Unemployment
Mr BRUMBY (Leader of the Opposition) - I
refer the Premier to yesterday'S autumn economic
statement in which the government revised
upwards its budget forecast for Victoria's
unemployment rate for the next financial year from
11 per cent to 11.5 per cent and predicted that the

Mr KENNETT - We have consistently said,
quite openly and honestly, that it will take a number
of years to correct it.
Mr Brumby - You said a matter of months!
Mr KENNETT - We have consistently said that
it will take a number of years. What we have done
with our budgets - with yesterday'S economic
statement, last year's budget and other economic
statements -is quite honestly to lay down a new
foundation from which sustainable growth will
develop in the years to come. Unlike governments in
the past, federal and state, that believed it was
better--

Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER - Order! The house cannot
proceed with the barrage of interjections. I remind

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE
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opposition members that it is their question and that
unless they remain silent I will call the next question.

The SPEAKER - Order! The house will come to
order. I ask the Premier to come back to the question.

Mr KENNE'IT - The government has totally
rejected the policy of former federal and state
governments fuat the best way of handling
employment or unemployment questions is simply
to throw money at them irresponsibly, as the Leader
of the OppOSition suggested on radio this morning
when he said we should be spending more. You
cannot spend more if that increases the debt on both
this generation and future generations of Victorians.

Mr KENNETf - The government will continue
to pursue policies that will deliver sustainable
improvements in Victoria's economic and social
conditions. That is happening daily, weekly,
monthly and yearly. The opposition seeks to
introduce change one day and see it happen the
next; but the government is committed to the
long-term improvement of the state. More jobs will
be created, but they will be genuine jobs for both the
young and our senior citizens.

Honourable members interjecting.

State budget
Mr KENNE'IT - The government must ensure
that the changes it puts in place will provide
long-term, meaningful, secure jobs not only for the
young but also for those who are what I call the
middle-aged unemployed: the parents, husbands,
wives, fathers, mothers-Mr Sandon - Where are the jobs for the young?
It's around 40 per cent!
Mr KENNETf - The honourable member again
illustrates how totally out of touch he is with the
needs of the community. If we consider for a
moment the changes that have occurred on that side
of the house we notice the honourable member for
Williamstown has indicated her intention to resign
from Parliament. She wanted to be replaced by a
female member from the Australian Labor Party, but
I believe that policy is in tatters!
Mr THOMSON (pascoe Vale) - On a point of
order, Mr Speaker, the Premier was asked whether
he had given up on unemployment. He is now
debating the question, not answering it. I ask you to
bring him back to the question.

The SPEAKER - Order! I uphold the point of
order and ask the Premier to return to answering the
question.
Mr KENNETf (premier) - The government is
on about creating opportunities for all people. That
includes young people, senior citizens, males and
females. We had already slotted in a female
candidate for the seat of Williamstown, which is
soon to be vacated by the former Premier; but the
factional deals in the Labor Party ensured that a
female will not obtain ALP preselection to replace
the honourable member for Williamstown.

Honourable members interjecting.

Mr ROWE (Cranboume) - Will the Treasurer
inform the house of the government's latest
initiatives to restore integrity to Victoria's finances
and to strengthen the Victorian economy?
The SPEAKER - Order! The question is broad. I
ask the Treasurer to give a brief answer.
Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer) - Yesterday I said
that on 30 June the Victorian people could look
forward to a $2.4 billion over-achievement of the
very tough budget target that was set a year ago. It
is the most satisfactory budget outcome in the
history of this nation. Even in proportional tenns it
represents the biggest budget turnaround in more
than 60 years.
In addition, the benefits of the improvement in the
Victorian budget have already begun to flow
through. They can be seen not just in the restoration
of the proper maintenance of Victoria's public assets
but in the concerted program to recommence the
investment which the Labor Party abandoned
during its 10 years in government. Australia's
leading financial journalist has described the
10 years of the Labor era as mounting a handcart to
hell. That has now been turned around and the state
is now on a path to recovery.

The days of 1991-92, when Victoria suffered from a
Labor government and when it under-performed the
rest of Australia with a negative growth rate of
1.3 per cent, are over. No more negative growth for
Victoria! This state now leads Australia with a
growth rate of 3.7 per cent. It is recovering from the
legacy of the Labor years with projections that will
enable it to continue to close the gap between it and
the rest of Australia over the balance of the forward
estimates. The days of credit-rating downgradings,
financial collapses, confidence crises, union
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dominance and the run-down of state assets are
over. The government is rebuilding a state which
has to claw its way back from the effects of the
criminal neglect of the former Labor government.
The Leader of the Opposition is amused by my
recalling the disastrous damage the Labor Party did
to Victoria. This is the first budget in 14 years with
no bad news - and all good news. It contains hope,
not the despair the Labor Party brought to Victoria.

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr STOCKDALE - Listen to the inane
interjections. It is no wonder the Labor Party is
jealous of our progress. The budget papers have
been well received. The leading economic and
financial paper in this country, the Australian
Financial Review, has a banner headline, which has
appeared all over Australia - -

Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER - Order! I ask the honourable
members for Sunshine and Carrum to cease
interjecting.
Mr STOCKDALE - The headline proclaims
Victoria's economic miracle. The feature article
states:
Victorians are starting to see the gains ... Mr Kennett
and his ministers have pulled Victoria out of the debt
trap ... Mr Kennett started from an appallingly
inefficient base ... The Kennett government found ... the
state finances headed for the fiscal abyss.
Public finances were close to tenninal.

Pat Stone, a senior businessman in Victoria, states:
left is fixing it a damn sight more quickly than I

thought he could.

That is a recurring theme in the comments on the
government's performance. The comments are an
accurate reflection of the damage done by the former
Labor government, and they recognise that the
economy has been turned around more quickly than
people thought possible. Today's Australian states:
Yesterday Victorians began to catch their first glimpse
of blue sky.

The Age states:
They are impressive figures.
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Terry McCrann has made an accurate and detailed
analysis not just of what the coalition inherited but
of the progress of the restoration process.
The single exception to Victorians' lifting up their
heads is the behaviour of the Leader of the
Opposition. His claim, in defiance of the budget
numbers, is that Victoria is falling behind. He
Specifically referred to growth and investment, as
did the shadow Treasurer. Indeed, they both
misquoted the budget papers, because the
government has forecast increased growth and
investment. That is not just a forecast; it is being
realised.
The 1991-92 negative growth of 1.3 per cent can be
compared with the 1992-93 positive growth of
3.7 per cent. The Leader of the Opposition would
have been a great adviser to the former Premier, the
honourable member for Williamstown, because he
criticises the growth of debt while urging the
government to spend more. One only has to look
between the ears of the Leader of the Opposition to
know where the magic pudding is.
The government is confident that by the end of
1994-95 Victorians will be looking forward to a
continuing current account surplus, having
overcome the legacy of the Labor failure. The only
risk to that is the negative role played by the
opposition, which is led by a man who demonstrates
a total incapacity to understand either the damage
done in the past or the restoration job that is
renewing pride in this state.

Capital works funding
Mr BAKER (Sunshine) - Will the Treasurer
confirm that because the government has failed to
spend the $144 million allocated in the last budget
for capital works, the increase in total budget funded
works - that is, before asset sales - for 1994-95 is
$15.6 million, not $303.6 million, as claimed in the
April statement? Furthermore, given the forecast of
an inflation rate of 2.5 per cent for 1994-95-The SPEAKER - Order! The standing orders
make it dear that a member may ask only one
question. I rule that the honourable member for
Sunshine has already asked his question.
Mr BAKER - On a point of order, how can you
make that decision when you have not heard the rest
of the question? Would you kindly let me finish my
question?
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The SPEAKER - Order! Will you repeat the
question?
Mr BAKER - I will be delighted to repeat the
question.

Can the Treasurer confinn that because the
government has failed to spend the $144 million
allocated in the last budget for capital works, the
increase in total budget-funded works - that is,
before asset sales - for 1994-95 is $15.6 million, not
$303.6 million as claimed in the April statement?
Can he confirm that given the forecast of an inflation
rate in 1994-95 of 2.5 per cent - taking into account
all those variables - there has been a decrease in
real terms in funding for capital works?
Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer) - The challenge in
responding is to give an answer that is shorter than
the question! Yesterday'S autumn economic
statement shows in graph form that at about the
time the former Labor government came to office,
the state's investment record, measured in terms of
fixed capital investment per head, declined sharply
compared with the figure for New South Wales.
Almost from the beginning of its period in office the
ALP abdicated responsibility for investing in the
future of the state.

Despite the ebbs and flows of economic activity, a
large gap opened between the inadequate level of
public investment in Victoria and the performance
of the New South Wales government. It ill behoves
the Labor Party to lecture the government and
Victorians about the need for public investment.

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr STOCKDALE - You let this state go to rack
and rUin! You spent money that should have been
devoted to investment on operating costs, including
transferring virtually the whole of the state's
maintenance expenditure from the current account,
where it belonged, to the capital account. You
fudged the figures! You abdicated responsibility and
drove the state to the verge of total destruction.

The SPEAKER - Order! The Treasurer must
address the Chair.
Mr STOCKDALE - You ran public
infrastructure into the ground! In two years this
government has rebuilt the state's capacity for
investment in public infrastructure. This year
$88 million will be spent on building new schools
and upgrading school facilities. More than
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$70 million will be invested in new health capital
works; and more than $500 million will be used for
much-needed road infrastructure - and with the
support of your friends in Canberra we are
rebuilding the state's capacity for investment.
In the first place we have stopped borrowing to fund
operating costs. Next year the upgrading cost
surplus will make a positive contribution to funding
investment. We have introduced dedicated revenue
sources to fund public investment and the Agenda
21 projects, which will rebuild the state.
Mr BRUMBY (Leader of the Opposition) - On a
point of order, Mr Speaker, the Treasurer was asked
specifically to confirm that there has been a decrease
in real terms in capital works funding in this year's
budget. We do not need a lecture. It is clear that the
Treasurer has no idea what is in his economic
papers. Will he confirm there has been a decrease in
capital works funding? Answer the question!

The SPEAKER - Order! The Chair has repeated
on a number of occasions that it cannot stipulate
how a minister should answer a question. The only
task the Speaker has is to ensure that the answer is
relevant. At this stage I rule that the answer is
relevant. I ask the Treasurer to round off his answer.
Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer) - What an
extraordinary claim by the Leader of the Opposition!
We do not need a lecture - you need all the help
you can get!
This government is extremely proud of its record in
reactivating public investment. It is not a short-term
gimmick but a long-term commitment. There is a
real and genuine increase in the capital works
program, which is for rebuilding. It will produce a
tangible growth in the assets of our community. So
the answer to the long and rambling question is no,
no and no!

Japanese investment in Victoria
Mrs ELLIOIT (Mooroolbark) - Will the Minister
for Industry and Employment inform the house of
any major new Japanese investment in Victoria that
the government has facilitated?
Mr GUDE (Minister for Industry and
Employment) - I thank the honourable member for
her question because she is one of the many
members on this side who have a real commitment
to the growth and development of this state -
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unlike the other side, as has been demonstrated by
today's questions.

The SPEAKER - Order! The minister will ignore
interjections.

I am pleased to be able to advise the house that
today the Japanese food firm Sakata Seika has
undertaken to invest some $6 million in an export
rice snack plant at Laverton. That company's
investment has come about as a result of a food
seminar which I attended while visiting Japan and,
in particular, Nagoya, in November 1993. On that
occasion I met the chairman of the company,
Mr Sato, who since then has been investigating the
best location for the development of his rice snack
establishment.

Mr GUDE - It is difficult because the interjector
said we had nothing to do with it. That shows the
ignorance of honourable members opposite. It was
in a Labor electorate! I am sure the honourable
member for Altona and the fonner Premier, the
honourable member for Williamstown, are suitably
embarrassed by the inane comment of their
colleague.

It is Significant for Victoria that the initial intention

of the company was to invest in the United States of
America. Immediately following the seminar in
Nagoya, Mr Sato indicated he would be visiting
America to check out the situation, and that he
would then come to Australia to make a decision.
The company has made its decision: it has cast its
vote with its investment. The company has decided
to invest in Victoria because it correctly believes this
state is the best place in which to develop its
product. Initially the company will be selling to the
domestic market, after which it will export to
America.
It is important that honourable members recognise
that what could be described as a food revolution is
occurring in Victoria. This year Snow Brand Milk
Products Company Ltd has invested $15 million in
this state, and Tatura Milk Industries has invested
another $10 million. As part of the flow-on from the
mission I referred to, the Japanese firm Ito-En has
made a commitment to invest in the Rubicon area.
McCain Foods (Australia) Pty Ltd has spent some
$5 million; Clarke's Pies has spent another
$2 million; and Yamasa Seafood Australia Pty Ltd
has committed a further $3 million in addition to the
$15 million the company had already invested here.
Also, Herbert Adams Bakeries has committed
$13 million and Murray Goulburn Trading Pty Ltd,
some $7 million, to development in Victoria. That
adds up to about $65 million in addition to the new
investment I have already mentioned.
Today I was pleased to represent the Victorian
government in opening, with the federal Minister for
Employment, Education and Training, Simon Crean,
the new training facility at Toyota Australia Pty Ltd.

An opposition member interjected.

Today the Victorian government committed some
$200 000 in support of the Toyota project. I
understand honourable members opposite have
some difficulty when their colleagues in Canberra
want to work with the Victorian government. They
should be embarrassed because Simon Crean
supports our efforts to promote good-quality
training in that industry -just as honourable
members opposite were embarrassed when the
federal Treasurer supported the Victorian Treasurer
and the Minister for Energy and Minerals in the
developments taking place in the Victorian energy
industry. In almost every policy area this poor lot
opposite are out of step with their federal colleagues
and with Victorians. They are out of step with
developments in this state.
Victoria is on the move. Development is taking place
and new business opportunities are being created.
This side of the house - the Kennett government welcomes the new food investment.

Child protection services
Ms GARBUIT (Bundoora) - Does the Minister
for Community Services intend to maintain the
$7.1 million cut to funding for our child protection
system, and does the minister agree with the
Treasurer that upgrading the Premier's and
Treasurer's offices at a cost of $9.2 million is a higher
priority than expenditure on child protection service?
Mr JOHN (Minister for Community Services) - I
do not know how many times I have to answer the
same question. We have the best child protection
system or service that we have had in the history of
Victoria.
The honourable member for Bundoora referred to

cuts. Let me tell the house the facts of the matter.
When the government came to power 18 months ago
the statutory child protection service in this state
had a budget of $31 million. When the government
introduced mandatory reporting we knew we
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would have additional reporting of child abuse and
as a result we added more resources; in the last
budget the government put in an extra $1.8 million.
In December of last year, when we had the first
evidence of increases in reporting rates as a result of
our successful implementation of mandatory
reporting, we added another $500 000. Since then we
have been in the process of spending an additional
$1.85 million on child protection services in the state
to cope with the extra demand.
In the history of Victoria we have never had more
child protection workers. We have more than 700
child protection workers. In the history of this state
we have never had so many resources and we have
never had so much money being spent on child
protection services.

Let me assure the house that the government is
serious about child protection. We have followed all
the major recommendations of the various Fogarty
reports. It is obvious that the honourable member
for Bundoora, whose government did so little for ten
years--
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some 24 fires in the western part of Victoria. They
have occurred at a time when fire protection work
would normally have been completed. Seven of the
fires have occurred in the Portland area; 4 at Colac; 1
at Geelong; 2 at Ballarat; 4 at Horsham; 5 at Bendigo
and 1 at Alexandra. All but 4 of the fires were
brought under control by 70'clock this morning.
Two major fires are still burning: one in the Black
Range at Telangatuk East, where some 3000 hectares
of country have been burnt, and one in the Serra
Range in the Grampians, where some 6000 hectares
of country have been burnt. The fire in the Black
Range is expected to be held this afternoon and to be
under control by tomorrow morning. Unfortunately
that fire has severely damaged 30 kilometres of
vermin control fencing that was erected by local
land-holders, which represents a considerable
amount of damage.
The fire in the Serra Range in the Grampians is in
country that is fairly inaccessible so it is difficult to
control. Concern is held for the occupants of two
cars parked in one of the car parks, and as a result
back-burning has been prevented.

Mr THOMSON (pascoe Vale) - Mr Speaker, I
direct your attention to standing order no. 127,
which prohibits the minister from debating the
question. The Minister for Community Services was
asked whether he agreed with the Treasurer that
upgrading the Premier's and the Treasurer's offices
at a cost of some $9 million is a higher priority than
the provision of child protection services. I ask you
to uphold the point of order and to direct the
minister to answer the question.

Officers of the Department of Conservation and
Natural Resources together with members of the
Country Fire AuthOrity and the police force are in
attendance and have full strength at hand.

The SPEAKER - Order! I do not uphold the
point of order. The minister knows if he debates the
question I will uphold the point of order.

Fear has been expressed that the current situation in
Victoria is developing into one similar to that
experienced earlier this year near Sydney. I can
assure the house that that is not the case. Over the
past six weeks officers of the Department of
Conservation and Natural Resources have, by fuel
reduction burning, burnt a total of 180 000 hectares
in 500 locations around the state, which is a
Significant contribution to fire control and fire
suppression.

Mr JOHN (Minister for Community Services)Suffice to say that the government is closely
monitoring the child protection demand and that to
date the government has spent more per capita on
child protection than is spent in any other state in
Australia.

Bushfires
Or NAPTHINE (portland) - Will the Minister
for Natural Resources inform the house of the details
of serious bushfires that have been experienced in
the past 36 hours in the western part of Victoria?
Mr COLEMAN (Minister for Natural
Resources) - In the past 36 hours there have been

Some concern is being expressed about a possible
change in direction of the wind, which is due to
occur this afternoon. There is concern also about the
possible effects on the northern boundary of the fire
if the wind moves around to the south west.

As I said, it is late in the season for a fire to be
burning in the Portland area. As I said also, concerns
are held about two fires in particular.
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MAGISTRATES' COURT
(AMENDMENT) BILL

Introduction and first reading
Introduction and first reading
Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer) introduced a bill to
make provision for the undertaking of certain
wagering, betting and gaming businesses under
licence, to amend the Racing Act 1958, the Gaming
Machine Control Act 1991, the Club Keno Act 1993,
the Casino Control Act 1991 and certain other acts
and for other purposes.
Read first time.

TREASURY CORPORATION OF
VICTORIA (AMENDMENT) BILL
Introduction and first reading
Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer) introduced a bill to
amend the Treasury Corporation of Victoria Act
1992 and the Victorian Debt Retirement Fund Act
1990 and for other purposes.

Mrs WADE (Attorney-General) introduced a bill to
amend the Magistrates' Court Act 1989 and certain
other acts and for other purposes.
Read first time.

CASINO CONTROL (MISCELLANEOUS
AMENDMENTS) BILL
Introduction and first reading
Mrs WADE (Attorney-General) introduced a bill to
amend the Casino Control Act 1991 and for other
purposes.
Read first time.

TERTIARY EDUCATION
(AMENDMENT) BILL

Read first time.

Introduction and first reading

STAMPS (SECURITIES CLEARING
HOUSE) BILL

Mr HA YW ARD (Minister for Education) - I
move:

Introduction and first reading
Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer) introduced a bill to
amend the Stamps Act 1958 and for other purposes.
Read first time.

ARTS INSTITUTIONS (AMENDMENT)
BILL
Introduction and first reading
Mr McNAMARA (Minister for Police and
Emergency Services) introduced a bill to amend
the National Gallery of Victoria Act 1966, the
Victorian Arts Centre Act 1979, the Geelong
Performing Arts Centre Trust Act 1980, the Film
Victoria Act 1981, the Museums Act 1983, the State
Film Centre of Victoria Council Act 1983, the
Libraries Act 1988, the Ministry for the Arts Act
1972 and the Public Records Act 1973 and for other
purposes.

That I have leave to bring in a bill to amend the
Tertiary Education Act 1993 and for other purposes.

Mr BRUMBY (Leader of the Opposition) - I ask
the minister to give a description of the bill.
Mr HAYWARD (Minister for Education) (By
leave) - TItis bill is to do with the regulation of
wliversities and certain amendments to the
wliversities' act.
Mr Brumby - It is very clear that the bill is to
amend the Tertiary Education Act.
The SPEAKER - Order! The Leader of the
Opposition has already exercised his option and
cannot speak again.
Mr Brumby interjected.
The SPEAKER - Order! That is not the point. It
is not the Chair's responsibility.

Read first time.
Mr THOMSON (pascoe Vale) - To help it in
determining whether to vote for or against this
motion the opposition would appreciate more detail
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concerning the substance of the bill proposed to be
introduced by the minister. I ask whether the
minister can provide to the house more detail on the
nature of the amendments he is proposing to bring
in.
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That the Minister for Education and the Leader of the
House have leave to bring in this bill.

House divided on motion:
Ayes, 57

The SPEAKER - Order! It has been well held in
the house that a member may rightly ask a minister
to give an outline of the bill but the detail is given in
debate at a later stage.
Or COGHILL (Werribee) - The question before
the house concerns the first reading of the bill. In
some jurisdictions that constitutes the time at which
major debate on the bill occurs. That is not the
tradition in this house, but it is certainly the
entitlement of the house to have an understanding
of the nature of the legislation when in a subsequent
question it will be asked to give leave for that
legislation to be read a second time at some future
date.
Mr Speaker, you would be well aware from your
experience in this house that in previous times it has
not been commonplace but there have been many
occasions when members of an opposition sought
from ministers an outline of the provisions of bills,
and in all the precedents that come to mind the
ministers did the house the courtesy of prOviding a
comprehensive but short reply outlining the real
purpose of the bill without going to the length of a
second-reading speech.
In this case the house is entitled to know the thrust
of the bill so that it can make a judgment on whether
to give leave in accordance with the motion before
the Chair.

Mr GUOE (Minister for Industry and
Employment) - On a point of order - The SPEAKER - Order! There is no point of
order. The debate is on the motion seeking leave.
The minister was asked to give an outline of the bill.
He has done so.

Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER - Order! How the minister
answers that query is up to the minister, not the
Chair. Debate is on the question of whether the
Minister for Education and the Leader of the House
have leave to bring in this bill. Does anyone wish to
speak on the motion? The Leader of the Opposition
has already exercised his right and I shall put the
question. The question is:

Ashley,Mr
Brown,Mr
Clark,Mr
Coleman,Mr
Cooper,Mr
Oavis,Mr
Dean, Or
Doyle,Mr
Elder,Mr
Elliott, Mrs
Finn,Mr
Gude,Mr
Hayward,Mr
Heffeman, Mr
Henderson, Mrs
Honeywood, Mr
Hyams,Mr
Jasper, Mr
Jenkins, Mr
John, Mr
Kilgour,Mr
Leigh,Mr
Lupton. Mr (Tellu)
McArthur, Mr
McGill.Mrs
McGrath. Mr J.F.
McLellan, Mr
Mac1ellan, Mr
McNamara.Mr

Maughan,Mr
Napthine, Or
Paterson, Mr
Perrin, Mr
Perton,Mr
Pescott, Mr
Peulich,Mrs
Phillips,Mr
Plowman, Mr A.F.
Plowman, Mr s.J.
Reynolds, Mr
Richardson, Mr
Rowe,Mr
Ryan, Mr
Smith, Mr E.R.
Smith, Mr I.W.
Spry, Mr
Steggall,Mr
Stockdale, Mr
Tanner, Mr
Tehan,Mrs
Thompson, Mr
Traynor.Mr
Treasure. Mr (Teller)
Tumer,Mr
Wade,Mrs
Weideman. Mr
Wells. Mr

Noes, 24
Andrianopoulos, Mr
Baker.Mr
Batchelor. Mr
Brumby,Mr
Coghill, Or
Cole,Mr
Cunningham. Mr
Dollis,Mr
Garbutt. Ms
Haermeyer, Mr
Hamilton,Mr
Kimer,Ms

Motion agreed to.
Read first time.

Leighton, Mr
Loney. Mr
Marple.Ms
Micallef. Mr
Mildenhall, Mr (Tellu)
Pandazopoulos. Mr (Ttllu)
Sandon. Mr
Sheehan,Mr
Thomson,Mr
Thwaites, Mr
Vaughan,Or
Wilson,Mrs
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VOCATIONAL EDUCATION AND
TRAINING (AMENDMENT) BILL
Introduction and first reading
Mr HAYWARD (Minister for Education) - I
move:
That I have leave to bring in a bill to amend the
Vocational Education and Training Act 1990, the Adult,
Community and Further Education Act 1991 and the
Employee Relations Act 1992 and to make
consequential amendments to other acts and for other
purposes.

Motion agreed to.
The SPEAKER - Order!
Mr BRUMBY (Leader of the Opposition) - I
interrupt the minister to ask him to give a brief
description of the bill - -

Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER - Order! I am sorry, the Leader
of the Opposition has missed the opportunity.
Mr Gude - Here, have a learner's permit!
An Honourable Member - It's all over, baby!

The SPEAKER - Order! It has been the habit of
this house that an honourable member may ask a
minister a question on the question of leave to
introduce the bill. That motion has been carried by
the house so therefore - An Honourable Member - No, it hasn't!

The SPEAKER - Order! The record will show
that this motion has been carried, and the motion I
am now putting before the house is that the bill be
read a first time and that the bill be printed and read
a second time. lbat was the motion I was putting
when the Leader of the Opposition got to his feet. I
had already put the motion seeking leave to
introduce the bill and that has been carried.
The question before the house is:
That the bill be read a first time and be printed and
read a second time tomorrow.

Motion agreed to.
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Read first time.

ACCIDENT COMPENSATION
(AMENDMENT) BILL
Second reading
Debate resumed from 26 April; motion of
Mr PEScOTI' (Minister for Industry Services).
The SPEAKER - Order! Would the honourable
member for Werribee pause until the house comes to
order. I warn the honourable member for
Cranbourne about interjecting out of his place.
Or COG HILL (Werribee) - When this matter
was before the house last evening before the
adjournment, I was drawing the attention of the
house to the manner in which some of the private
organisations that carry out duties on behalf of
WorkCover were discharging their responsibilities. I
was pointing out that a number of my constituents a
number have experienced an appalling standard of
administration and an appalling treatment of the
people who are victims of the way this legislation
operates.
The two worst examples in my experience have been
with QBE Insurance Ltd and Switzerland General
Insurance Co. Ltd. Admittedly, I have not had any
particular case drawn to my attention in the past few
weeks, but the dealings I have had through my
office with these people on behalf of constituents
have shown that they are a disgrace, and it is an
indication to me of the difference between the
culture that operates in some private organisations
and the public service.
In the public service the officers are concerned with

exactly that: serving the public whose interests they
represent and carrying out and executing
instructions, whereas the primary obligation of
someone employed in the private sector is to
maximise the profits of that private sector
organisation.
There will be those who will argue that in order to
maximise profit it is necessary to give good service,
but one has only to think of the relationship that
exists in a case like this to understand that it is not
necessarily in the interests of the organisation as a
whole or its staff to put first the interests of the
WorkCover recipient, the beneficiary or the
applicant for the benefit.
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1216

ASSEMBLY

Wednesday. 27 April 1994

The primary obligation of such organisations is to
fulfil their contractual obligations to the Victorian
WorkCover Authority, and those obligations do not
necessarily coincide with the best interests of an
applicant or beneficiary under the WorkCover
scheme.

minimum national standards so that people,
whether they happen to be working in Victoria, New
South Wales, the Australian Capital Territory or any
other part of Australia, can be guaranteed a
reasonable level of protection should they be injured
as a consequence of their employment.

It certainly has been my experience in the past
calendar year at the very least when dealing with
QBE Insurance Ltd and Switzerland General
Insurance Co. Ltd to see that they have been
extremely hard-hearted, dilatory and socially
irresponsible, in my view, in the quality of service
they have provided to WorkCover applicants and
beneficiaries. That reinforces more than any other
example I can readily bring to mind the fact that
public servants and public sector organisations exist
primarily to serve the public and where those units
are well managed they can do it better than private
sector organisations.

With that in mind it is interesting to look at the
comments made in yesterday'S debate by the
honourable member for Bulleen, who quoted VECCI
extensively. Like VECCI he is an apologist for the
Kennett government and its ideological bent. The
honourable member for Bulleen did not offer
argument, he simply offered himself as yet another
apologist for the Premier's ideological bent.

I shall leave that point for the moment and turn to
some aspects of the earlier stages of the
second-reading debate. The so-called crisis in the
former WorkCare system was manufactured by this
government and particularly by the likes of the
Victorian Employers Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (VECCI). If one were a small business
operator one would be concerned about whether
VECa was representing the interests of small
business or whether it was operating as some sort of
advocate for or puppet of the Victorian Liberal Party
and the Kennett government.
When one looks at the cost of WorkCover one can
see that, although the premiums may have been
reduced in some cases, that has been at the cost of
transferring Significant expenses to employers,
parti~arly by extending the period following an
injury within which the employer must pick up the
tab.
lhat is something of which the Minister for Small
Business would be conscious, but he has not stood
up for small business in this respect. He has been
prepared to capitulate like most other members of
the government to the ideological drive of the
Premier and the Victorian Employers Olamber of
Commerce and Industry (VECCI).
Earlier in the debate it was pointed out that the
WorkCover system now operating in Victoria
compares poorly with the systems operating
elsewhere in Australia. lhat, as much as anything
else, lends weight to the argument that there should
be a national scheme and that there should be

It is evident from the published views of VECCI,
and the comments made by the honourable member
for Bulleen is that they have quite a perverse view of
the nature of Victorian society. They seem to regard
Victorian society as comprising a whole lot of
economic units, as if we deal with one another
according only to the market value of the
relationships we have with one another.
They do not acknowledge that Victorians are part of
a society in which we have relationships that are
much deeper and fuller than the economic
relationships people have with one another.
If it were a matter of purely economic relationships,
we would not persist with a lot of the things we do.
What would be the value of family life for most
people in that case? It is an expense but it is an
expense that we very much welcome and from
which we gain great satisfaction. There is no
economic return, yet.

The honourable member for Bulleen and VECCI
suggest that WorkCover should operate as part of a
society that is based on market relationships in
which people deal with each other purely according
to the economic cost of and the economic benefit
derived from the activities they undertake.
WorkCover should not operate as a market-based
system. It is and should be there at least to have
regard to the social impact on people's lives and
wellbeing of workplace injuries, which can be
absolutely crippling. An injured worker obviously
experiences a loss of productivity and sometimes it
may be a total and permanent loss of productivity.
The effect of tha t even in the short term can be
poverty which in its own way may have an
economic cost, but more Significant is the social cost.
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I shall give an example although I will not use the
gentleman's name because I wish to protect his
privacy. I shall refer to him as Mr B. Mr B has a
condition which in all probability will preclude his
returning to work at any time. He is a lone parent in
his 40s who is bringing up a son who is at present
undertaking his VCE course. Mr B has a moderate
lifestyle. He would not have the standard of living
members of Parliament are able to enjoy. From my
observations he appears to be a reasonable money
manager. I have seen no evidence to suggest that he
gambles or wastes money on other hobbies or social
life. He rents private accommodation at $125 per
week, a fairly average figure. It is nothing out of the
ordinary. His gas, electricity and telephone charges
each amount to about 530 a month. Because of his
medical condition he also spends about $50 to $55 a
month on medication. When all those costs are
added up he is left with only about $90 a week for
all his other living expenses and contingencies, such
as running his car and buying the food for his son
and himself - all those things.
Most honourable members would understand the
high cost of providing for a year 12, VCE student. It
cannot be done on the cheap; if one tries to do it on
the cheap one places in jeopardy the job prospects
and further education and training opportunities of
tha t person.
The preconditions of the Department of Social
Security precludes Mr B from entitlement to any of
its benefits. That is an extraordinary situation, which
I drew to the attention of the Minister responsible
for WorkCover in a letter dated 2 February this year.
The reply I received, date stamped 17 Februaryalthough for some peculiar reason it did not reach
me until 28 February - shows that the Kennett
government has no concern or care about Mr B's
predicament. It does nothing more than go through
a few of the statutory provisions that affect him. In
answer to my question about the interaction
between the WorkCover system and the Department
of Social Security entitlements the minister simply
said: I am unable to comment upon Mr B's
entitlement through the Department of Social
Security as it is not a matter within my portfolio.
How irresponsible! Here we have a minister who is
charged by the government with responsibility for
the wellbeing of injured workers in Victoria saying,
'I am not concerned about the interaction between
my jurisdiction and another jurisdiction. All I am
concerned about is to tell you that these are the
statutory provisions which affect Mr B. I am not

1217

particularly concerned if that consigns him to
poverty and means that his son's entire future life is
in some jeopardy because of the financial stress
being imposed on the family. I am prepared just to
ignore all those social factors and say that this is
really a legislative scheme that operates in society
that is just market-based, a society in which the only
relationship between people is the economic
relationship between them. Anything else is of no
particular interest to me as a Minister.
More than anything else it seems to me that that
treatment of Mr B's case indicates the need for a
national scheme, and the sooner that national
scheme can come in, the better, because it will
provide a minimum national standard. It will not
necessarily result in a uniform scheme throughout
Australia but it will result in uniform minimums
throughout Australia. There will be some
jurisdictions in which it will be recognised that there
are good and proper social reasons for going beyond
those minimums, having regard to the impact in that
jurisdiction of workplace injuries and accidents.
I hope the government ultimately recognises the
errors of its ways and welcomes a national set of
minimum standards in a move closer to national
harmonisation, rather than saying that it is when, in
fact, it is setting lower standards than those that
exist in other Australian jurisdictions.
Mr COLE (Melbourne) - I shall raise a few
points contained in the bill. Firstly, I shall make
some general comments and observations about the
question of premiums, unfunded liabilities and the
like and I shall draw some not insignificant
historical comparisons. There is no doubt that the
premiums paid by individual businesses have been
reduced. It is desirable to ensure that businesses do
not experience economic disincentives because of
unfunded liabilities, but it is also important to
ensure such does not come at the high price of a
substantial reduction of workers' rights and
compensation. It appears to me in a general sense
that the scheme is no longer a workers
compensation scheme but merely an income
supplement or replacement scheme because the
amount of money paid to injured workers,
especially after the first 12 months, is inadequate for
those who are allowed to remain on the scheme.
Premiums and unfunded liabilities have been
reduced because thousands of injured workers have
been dumped from the system. The fact that workers
compensation has not been handed over to the
private sector reflects the changes that have taken
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place. Prior to 1982 and through to 1985
unacceptably high levels of premiums on workers
compensation were demanded by private insurers,
even though those levels were determined by a
conservative government.
Substantial changes were made in 1985 in an
attempt to resolve the difficult issue of the level of
premiums and the relationship between the
premiums paid by Victorians and those paid in
other states. At the time it was believed that a
universal system could operate at the state level
without private sector involvement It appears that
that view is retained today. The government
believes it must control the system; it is not prepared
to risk handing over workers compensation to
private enterprise for fear that the premiums will go
through the roof.
That may not necessarily be the case because the
system which was introduced by the Accident
Compensation Act and which is being amended by
this bill is so deleterious to workers that even if it
were undertaken by the private sector it would not
have to increase the premiums because it runs at a
sizeable profit.
Nobody would argue that premiums should not be
kept down because we must consider the economic
disincentive to employers and businesses. It is a
matter of getting the balance right, which is difficult
because an employer's premiums must be balanced
against the injured worker's rights. Unfortunately
the government was hell-bent on overcoming the
issue of unfunded liability and overreacted to the
problem. It reacted in such a way that workers'
rights were negated to the extent that has not been
seen since the time before this legislation came into
being.
A dramatic shift has occurred in workers'
entitlements and in the definition of what constitutes
an injury. The sorts of claims made under common
law have been reduced. The idea of common-law
negligence as it was originally perceived is
non-existent There was an attempt to remove
common-law negligence and it was only after a
substantial campaign that that provision was
retained. Even that is a vexed question because it
comes down to a matter of resources and definitions.
The balance has shifted to such a degree that the
situation has become unfair. It is out of kilter. The
honourable member for Werribee related a number
of stories that are part of the plethora of stories
about injured workers being treated in a way that is
unacceptable in our society, if not any society. If a
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person is employed by another and that person is
injured he or she ought to be compensated under a
proper and fair system that is not loaded in favour
of the insurers.
We have a unique situation. The government not
only is the insurer and legislator but also has laid the
ground rules. It is able to say what constitutes an
injury and also provides the mechanism for
determining whether an injury exists. The
government has an onerous responsibility to ensure
that things are done fairly. On objective analysis,
which is a contradiction in terms, the system is no
longer fair. It is clearly weighted in favour of the
insurer. It is a tragedy for all those injured workers
to have moved onto federal social security benefits
after they have suffered an injury at work.
We must get the balance right. There is no doubt
that lower premiums benefit employers. In 1985 the
original legislation was designed to reduce
unacceptably high premium levels. I am aware of
the employment programs that were run in
Flemington and Kensington through numerous
workers cooperatives. One program was a security
service that employed eight employees. The service
paid $35 000 a year in workers compensation. The
premium was the same under both Liberal and
Labor governments. It was a prohibitively high cost.
When the WorkCare scheme was introduced the
premium was reduced to $2500. It is fair to say that
that was too much of a bonus because the nature of
the security work on that particular estate contained
a high risk and one can understand an insurer
wanting a higher premium than $2500 to insure the
risk.
In retrospect, had it come down to $10 000
WorkCare, as it then was, it would have been in a
better position in terms of its financial management
and its unfunded liabilities. The other problem was
the penalty schemes that were invoked.
As much as I believe in penalty schemes, it seemed
illogical to have such a low premium base rate and
then penalise people harshly if somebody was
injured by increasing the premium rate out of kilter.
It would have been better to have had a higher rate
in the first place. That is anecdotal, but it is
extremely important to put forward the difficulties
of getting the balance right.

The co-operatives I worked with employed around
50 or 60 people; it varied because of part-timers.
However, the question of workers compensation
was always difficult and the premiums always
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seemed to be extremely high. In those days an
enormous amount of money was seemingly wasted
on legal and medical costs, questions of proof, fault
and negligence and so on. It was fair that those
issues were addressed, but this government went
too far. It should have retained some of the lump
sum payments rather than forcing people on to
weekly payments. The view I express is a personal
view, and it is a view that lawyers usually put
forward. In my defence I say that I have never
actually practised in the personal injury field; I
worked at a legal service in Flemington.
Because there was no ability to get people out of the
system with a lump sum payment, injured workers
stayed in the system, which was costly and often
inappropriate for reasons I will not go into now. A
good example is that an injured police officer would
be left in limbo rather than being given a substantial
payout and then being able to do something else.
In 1991 the former Labor government saw there was
some room for using lump sum payments to help
get people out of the system. That method would
have been more appropriate than simply forcing
people out of the system by decreasing their
payments to 60 per cent of the pre-injury salary or
putting a finite time limit on how long they can
receive WorkCover payments, which is what this
government has done.

With respect to the question of balance, an
appropriate resolution could have been found to the
problem of injured workers. I used the example of
injured police officers because I know they suffer
stress and want to get out of the force, but they are
locked into a situation and must remain in the force
to continue to receive their benefits. Teachers are
another example. Had lump sum payments been
included in the substantial changes the former Labor
government made to WorkCare in 1989 the
unfunded liabilities of the scheme would have been
reduced and people would have got out of the
system in a much fairer way than is currently the
case.
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Attorney-General - was the length of the waiting
list for common-law cases because of the
compulsory conference proviSiOns and the inability
of people to settle them. I was informed that the
waiting list in Morwell for some common-law
negligence actions is 10 years.
One of the problems is that the left hand does not
know what the right hand is doing. Under section
135B of the Accident Compensation Act, personal
injury negligence cases must go to conference, and if
at the expiration of those conferences the parties
cannot settle, the matter must go to court. The
waiting time is astronomical as it is! Regional areas
seem to be affected much more than city areas.
In the case of Ballarat, a possible 20-year waiting list
is predicted. In the old days cases were settled. They
may have been settled at the door of the court or
beforehand, but only a small percentage ended up
going before a jury. Once the compulsory conference
has been completed cases must go before juries;
consequently a severe backlog will result,
particularly in country areas.

It is not all the fault of the people handling the
WorkCover system. There is an argument that not
enough resources are being injected into regional
courts, and certainly in my role as shadow
Attorney-General I argued that courts were being
neglected and that the problem could be resolved if
some time, energy and resources were put into it.
The government could make more inroads on the .
problem than it is at present.

I have spoken to many lawyers on my visits to
regional areas, such as Morwell and Traralgon, and I
have also visited the courts in those places. When I
was in Traralgon I shared time on the television with
you, Mr Speaker, in a story about a school opening
or the like. It became a school of the future and was
actually left open instead of being closed!

When criminal courts go on circuit cases can bob up
that must be heard; they cannot be deferred because
of time restraints prescribed by certain legislation.
That is particularly the case with rape charges,
which is not a bad thing because of the evidence that
is required. It is an extremely important issue and
one that has been raised before in the media. I know
that law associations have raised it with the
Attorney-General. As I said, the difficulty is that the
left hand does not know what the right hand is
doing. Again there is a simple solution to the
problem. Rather than insisting on the conference
being the end of the matter, there should be a
capacity to negotiate a settlement Very often it
would be cheaper in the sense that there would be a
substantial reduction in legal fees, but it would also
supply a better outcome for the injured worker and
for WorkCover.

What concerned me in Morwell - which is not so
much a matter for the minister as it is for the

I do not know why it was decided to go down that
path; maybe it is the fear of settlement. However, it
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is desirable for the government and the Victorian
WorkCover AuthOrity in general to consider
introducing some method of settling the issue perhaps more judges could go to regional areas, or
the government and the authority could insist that
these cases be resolved and put it on the Chief Judge
of the County Court to do so.
Another important matter I am pleased about is the
decision of the government on the Roebuck's case.
The deadline for lodging common-law claims is now
extended. Originally it was proposed to have
retrospective legislation, which is anathema to me at
the best of times because it actually takes away
people's rights. With all due respect to the minister
in another place, the other issue was a little churlish.
In the overall scheme of things one is not talking
about considerable amounts of money. It will do the
600 people concerned an enormous amount of
damage and harm. It is a tragedy that any deadline
is offered at all, but that is what happens. The
opposition has been through that debate on a
previous occasion.
I am pleased that compulsory conciliation has been
changed and that people can go to court, not after a
certificate has been offered, but after 28 days, and
take action. It would have been a dog's breakfast,
had the government said 'You have to have
certificate approval.' It would have been markedly
and considerably unfair and undesirable.
The final point is that I find it absolutely abhorrent
that workers risk having to pay both sets of costs if
they obtain less than 120 per cent of the final offer
made for claims under the table of maims in section
98. The cost prOvisions in the original bill and the
idea of attaching adverse penalties to discourage
workers from making claims under the table of
maims seems to me, apart from being immoral, to be
a method of bludgeoning people into submission. I
still believe the bulk of table of maims claims can be
settled with a bit of commonsense and according to
specific guidelines.
When putting a value on the loss of a finger, most
cases ought to fit into a single category. The fact that
these days they do not - and did not even under
the old bill - reflects a desire to fight everything
tooth and nail. People do not need to resolve matters
that way - and the bureaucratic costs end up being
higher. The concept of forcing somebody to prove
something beyond what is reasonable - that is
120 per cent - is anathema to me. I do not
understand why the government does not back off a
little on those matters.
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In conclusion, the dismissal of the Transport
Accident Tribunal judges is a great tragedy. Even if
those judges could not be retained in the
government's much vaunted changes under
WorkCover there was enormous scope for them to
be accommodated in other places. I believe one was
appointed as a magistrate. The judges could have
been accommodated according to the principles tha t
apply to judges. When the bill that created the
tribunal was debated, it provided that the
appointees would be called judges. That bill was
supported in the upper house by the then
opposition, the present government. At that time the
coalition had the opportunity to amend the bill and
call the appointees something else if it wished to do
so. The fact that it did not meant that their
appointments as judges were enshrined in
legislation. Those appointed left their current jobs
and put themselves into adjudicating positions.
Once people have adjudicated at that level it is
difficult and inappropriate for them to return to the
bar. It was not appropriate in my view that they
were terminated in the first instance; their services
could have been used elsewhere in the system. Some
of the problems in the common-law area would not
have occurred had those judges - even one or two
of them - been appointed to the County Court.
Be that as it may, the fact that the judges were so
severely misled about their futures and the fact that
the Parliament has violated international covenants,
beliefs and fundamental principles concerning the
sacking of judges - especially when the former
opposition supported the use of the word 'judges'
when debating the original legislation - stands this
Parliament in poor stead in the legal circles of this
country and internationally.

But for the petulant approach of the Premier -and I
believe the Attorney-General- it would have been
quite simple for the judges to have been
accommodated at the Administrative Appeals
Tribunal or other tribunals or the County or
Magistrates courts. Had that happened there would
be no breach of that fundamental principle of law
that says that one does not sack judges.
It is believed their employment was terminated
because they adopted particular positions in the
interpretation of the law. It is believed they did not
adopt the employer pOSition; nor did they
necessarily adopt the worker position. They adopted
positions that were independent. Their decisions
were not the current vogue of - or particularly
wanted by - the conservative government. Their
judicial independence led to the termination of their
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positions. The opposition cannot debate the bill
without considering what happened to those judges.
The government was unable to sensibly approach
the changes it so desired.
If the government said, 'We no longer want that

body to handle accident compensation matters' that
is fine. Although it has a right to do that, it has no
right to get rid of the tribunal as an excuse to get rid
of the judges. The government stands condemned
outright for not accommodating those judges. It will
not be forgotten. It was the act of an arrogant
government - and this government continues to be
arrogant. It thinks it is very much in front and
kicking with the wind. That is the case for much of
the time -until suddenly while he is in the ruck the
Premier decides to jump over the fence and punch a
spectator in the head for some reason. I am speaking
metaphOrically, of course! So, a very arrogant
government, with its tail up, decided to sack
13 judges and to violate fundamental principles.
If one examines what happened with the judges, one
finds they were told lies. They were told their
services would be retained, but they were not. As alt
honourable members are aware, they were told
many things by the Attorney-General all of which
proved to be untrue. Their departure is a symbol of
the arrogant and unlawful actions that the
government is prepared to take to pursue its own
agenda.

The opposition only hopes that in the not-too-distant
future the government will not be there and the
opposition will be able to restore the balance and
give something back to workers in compensation.
Maybe the opposition will be able to atone for the
sins of the government in d.ismissing the judges in
the way it did.
Ms MARPLE (Altona) - Although I wish to
make only a short contribution to the debate on this
important bill I direct to the attention of the house
the problems faced by many of my constituents
because of the current act and discuss the changes
proposed in the bill. I will also discuss the way
women have suffered because of the changes and
why the opposition suggests the legislation should
be changed. All opposition speakers have dealt with
the concerns about which people in my electorate
feel so strongly - the change from WorkCare to
WorkCover. They spoke about the major issues
facing working people, who, when injured at work,
feel that everything is against them. Many people
believe the coalition puts people last in all its
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considerations, particularly under the current act
which leaves many people suffering.
Examples were given of people being forced back to
work too early only to find they were suffering
permanent injuries and could not work in the future.
I do not know if any honourable member would
know what it means not be able to work. Work is
fundamental to most people - for many
professionals it becomes their whole life - and
workers in the workshops and on assembly lines
have a sense of self-worth because they have an
ability to use their hands and minds to enable them
to obtain their wage packet a t the end of the week.
When they learn at any early age that they are no
longer able to work - many in their mid-40s because of the constant work they have been doing,
they lose their dignity. This bill will not enable them
to restore the dignity they have achieved during
their working lives. They feel rejected by the
government and therefore by society.
I turn now to women and work. During debate this
morning mention was made of how the government
has dealt with women and how women feel they are
suffering because of legislation passed in this place.
Under this bill people are thought of as workers who
should work to their last drop of blood and not
receive compensation. Some may say that is
nonsense, but that is what is happening. One must
examine what has happened to women: when
permanently incapacitated they have been forced
out of WorkCover and onto social security benefits.
The majority of women suffering from work-related
injuries are now left without income or any sense of
worth. They have often been put in that situation
because their spouses earn income. It is difficult for a
family if one parent is incapacitated.
The statistics on household incomes show that in the
1990s the total of two incomes is only 6.6 per cent
higher than the amount a single male worker
received in 1973. There are also fewer services. The
basic income for the major income earner in the
western world has declined by 19 per cent. There are
various theories on why that has occurred, but one
must examine its impact on the family. The act and
the bill leave injured people on a much lower
income and with a much lower standard of living.
Not only are those women without income but the
family unit as a whole is in a precarious position.
Poverty has increased in many households.
Why does the government believe it is economically
positive to have so many families with a lower
standard of living or on limited incomes - and in
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many cases living in poverty? Often the situation is
brought about not because of anything the workers
have done but because of their working conditions.
Many of those conditions are getting worse. Some of
that has been brought about by so-called individual
contracts and negotiations; women are on lower
incomes with worse conditions of work, especially
etlutic women, who have added difficulties in
getting iniormation. They are working in
sweatshops because they are unaware of their rights.
Some would say that that is not true, but those
.
women now often do not have union representation
or information available to them. They are no longer
encouraged to have union representation. Because of
that they are suffering.
The government should review the bill to enable
women with work-related injuries to be treated
more fairly.
Mr PESCOTI (Minister for Industry Services) I thank the honourable member for Springvale who
was the lead speaker in the debate for the
opposition. I also thank the honourable members for
Morwell, Melton, Geelong North, Footscray,
Werribee, Melbourne and Altona, and from the
government side, the honourable members for
Bulleen and Gippsland South for their contributions
to the debate.
I acknowledge the personal interest and experience
on this subject which the honourable member for
Springvale has because it goes to his time before he
entered this place. He has had a lot of experience
and gained a lot of knowledge of the three systems,
if I can call them that, the system before WorkCare,
WorkCare and now WorkCover.
I shall not go into the various provisions of the bill
because I did that in the second-reading speech. I
shall make some general comments because most
honourable members, particularly opposition
members, used examples of particular cases in their
electorates or cases that had come to their attention
which were used to criticise the system.

sustained injuries through no fault of their own and
who have had their lifestyles and the lifestyles of
their families changed. Through occupational health
and safety education the government is trying to
prevent accidents and to encourage people to return
to work as soon as possible when accidents occur.
There are always bad employers, bad employees,
bad doctors, bad lawyers and bad rehabilitation
companies that abuse the system. The amending
legislation is trying to close those loopholes. Even
before the WorkCare legislation was introduced,
worker's compensation legislation has attempted to
tighten the system and prevent people from abusing
it. That inevitably means that some people will get
caught in ways which were not intended, and it is
those examples which have been brought forward in
the debate.
This amending bill further refines and improves the
legislation so that those things which were
unintended in the original legislation are fixed up
and so that we can keep changing the system as
people abuse it. The honourable member for
Springvale will agree that discovering which people
abuse the system the most is difficult. Many people
who have gone through the WorkCare and
WorkCover systems have been looked after
extremely well. Many people have been handled
under those systems, but legislation must try to
cover every eventuality and prevent people from
gaining extra benefits from the system.
Again I thank honourable members for their
contribution to the debate, and I wish the bill a
speedy passage in the upper house where the
opposition will propose some amendments.
The SPEAKER - Order! A statement has been
made under section 85(5)(c) of the Constitution Act
that the second reading of the bill must be carried by
an absolute majority of the house. As there are fewer
than 45 members of the hou..c;e present, I ask the
Clerk to ring the bells.

Bells rung.
Accident compensation legislation always deals
with the limits to which people can abuse the
system. There is no doubt that there was some abuse
of the WorkCare system and there is still abuse of
the current system. The government is doing what it
can to eliminate that abuse and to bring to the
system some balance, as the honourable member for
Melbourne said, in the way this important issue is
addressed - that is, how to compensate people who
have gone to work in the morning and who have
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TRANSPORT (FURTHER
AMENDMENT) BILL
The SPEAKER - Order! As a statement has been
made Wlder section 85(5)(c) of the Constitution Act,
I am of the opinion that the second reading of this
bill requires to be passed by an absolute majority.

Second reading
Debate resumed from 31 March; motion of
Mr BROWN (Minister for Public Transport).
Mr BATCHELOR (Thomastown) - The bill has
three parts. The first seeks to separate the roles and
responsibilities of the Department of Transport and
the Public Transport Corporation; the second seeks
to establish zero blood alcohol requirements for
certain operational workers in trams and trains; and
the third seeks to establish the Victorian Taxi
Directorate.

Although the opposition does not oppose the bill, it
will move some amendments in the committee
stage. The bill contains essentially housekeeping
amendments. The government needs it to pursue its
so-called reform program. In fact, it is possible that a
number of amendments contained in the bill,
particularly those relating to the separation of the
roles and responsibilities of the department and the
corporation, should have been introduced much
earlier. That reflects sloppy administration.
The bill covers areas of transport administration,
public transport operations and roads matters. On
behalf of the opposition I shall deal primarily with
the first two aspects of the bill and my colleague the
honourable member for Morwell will deal with the
roads aspect.

Motion agreed to by absolute majority.
Read second time; by leave, proceeded to third
reading.

Third reading
Motion agreed to by absolute majority.
Read third time.
Passed remaining stages.

The first aspect is the clarification of the role of the
Department of Transport vis-a-vis the Public
Transport Corporation. When it embarked on its
so-called reform in this area the government failed
to realise that some basic administrative changes
would be necessary. These are particularly
important to the government because they go to the
very core of its philosophy of separating the
purchasers and the providers of services. This is an
important point to Wlderstand because it is the
essential thrust behind the first part of the bill. The
need to separate purchasers and providers of
services is really the mantra of the Thatcherite
philosophy on which the Minister for Public
Transport very much depends.
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The government wants to bring about changes that
will enable the Department of Transport to be the
purchaser of certain transport services on behalf of
the people of Victoria. Under this government the
Public Transport Corporation will be only one of
many providers of public transport services.

transferred to private hands have been queried.
When one realises that that was not done in
accordance with the separation required following
the establishment of the purchaser-provider
dichotomy, one can understand why the bill has
been introduced.

The government's so-called refonn package called
for private owners to undertake the provision of not
only bus services but also rail services. Two private
companies, Hoys and West Coast Railways, provide
rail services to Shepparton and Warrnambool.
Metropolitan bus services have been contracted out.
A private company, the National Bus Company,
obtained 80 per cent of the PTC's metropolitan bus
services. That company was successful in gaining
access to the most lucrative and best patronised
services.

In the rush to contract out Public Transport

Tram services are yet to be divided in the same way.
Tram services are still provided by the Public
Transport Corporation. No doubt, people in the
bureaucracy are working away, trying to split those
services to satisfy the government's
ideologically-driven reform package. The PTC is
being relegated to the same status as that given to
other suburban transport suppliers, including the
local bus companies that are run by small family
businesses. It is a pity that the PTC, once the sole
provider of our great public transport system, is
being downgraded in this way.
The bill changes the objectives of the Department of
Transport by recognising the department's
responsibility to administer contracts properly. That
goes to the nub of the first part of the bill. The bill
also contains provisions that give the secretary to the
department the authority to enter into contracts on
behalf of the Crown with any person or body for the
provision of transport services. The bill allows the
PTC to assign to the Department of Transport
contracts it has already entered into. There appears
to be little to disagree with in that simplistic
explanation, even though it sets the context for
dividing the public transport system between
transport purchasers and transport providers.
However, a closer look shows that the government
should have got it right when it introduced its
reform process.
In recent times a great deal of controversy has
surrounded the letting of contracts for metropolitan
bus services, which were taken away from the
Public Transport Corporation and allocated to the
National Bus Company. The circumstances under
which 80 per cent of our bus services were

Corporation services, the government found that it
was not in a pOSition, either administratively or
philosophically, to provide adequately for the
change. We have witnessed the ludicrous situation
of the Public Transport Corporation tendering
against private competitors for some of its own
work even though it has been the body letting the
contracts. If there are to be private providers in
public transport, the government must ensure that
there is a proper separation between the Department
of Transport and the Public Transport Corporation.
The Public Transport Corporation cannot be put in
the ludicrous if not invidious pOSition of asking the
private sector to lodge tenders with it while having
to compete against those tenders.
The government should have introduced legislation
such as this at the commencement of the refonn
process. If it had done so, when it chose to
implement its policy it would at least have had the
correct legislative framework in place to enable it to
carry out its tasks. It is important that the
government ascertain that the process has not been
corrupted and that the tenders have been treated
impartially. The opposition wants to make sure that
this is not a case of the government's closing the gate
after the horse has well and truly bolted.
The bill enables the Public Transport Corporation to
assign contracts that it has previously entered into to
the Department of Transport. That provision is
needed to help the government get off the hook it
has put itself on in letting Met bus contracts to the
Natio~l Bus Company. It may well get the
government off the hook so far as tidying up the
process after the event is concerned; but it will in no
way get the government off the hook as regards the
substantial abuses that have occurred in the
contracting out of those services. It does not let the
government off the hook for the series of conflicts of
interest that have occurred or for the attempt by the
government, the Public Transport Corporation and
the Department of Transport to cover up to try to
prevent the facts of the matter from emerging.
As each day goes by and more information becomes
available - more infonnation will become available,
particularly after the freedom of infonnation request
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has been through the Administrative Appeals
Tribunal and is fully satisfied -we will find there is
much more to the contract with the National Bus
Company than the government suggests at the
moment.
The bill also allows the Department of Transport to
enter into service agreements with providers of
transport services to set standards for the delivery of
services. That is an appropriate course of action
given the dichotomy between the providers and
purchasers of the service.
The opposition requests that government ensures
service agreements are made only after public
consultation. We wish to be sure that the citizens of
Victoria have the ability to enter into some sort of
dialogue and discussion on service agreements. We
wish to have some mechanism through which users
of the system can have their say as to the sort of
service the government should be expecting from
the providers of transport services.
We would also like some mechanism of publiC
accountability during the life of the agreements. We
do not want service agreements - whether they be
with the Public Transport Corporation or anyone
else - to be entered into if they do not have these
sorts of issues set out up front.
The opposition wants initial consultation, ability for
consumer input and some sort of mechanism during
the life of the agreement to provide for public
accountability. We want not only the Department of
Transport but also every user of the public transport
system to know the dimensions of the service
agreements so that they too can measure and hold
accountable the providers of public transport
services.
At the expiration of a service agreement there ought
to be a fonn of open process by the government to
allow members of the community to have input into
the evaluation of the agreements so that the lessons
from the past are well and truly learned before new
agreements are entered into.
Service agreements are important because it is in the
area of service that the government has neglected
the people who use the public transport system in
Melbourne. Recently the government set
performance criteria for the PTC to work towards in
an attempt to improve the abysmal quality of service
outcomes being delivered in the public transport
system. Those performance criteria were not good
enough; they should have been higher.
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The government set a service standard under which
trams would appear at some time during the day.
There was not even a requirement for them to run to
a timetable. With respect to the reliability and
punctuality of trains, instead of aiming for 100 per
cent the government laid down a performance
criterion for peak hour trains of 88 per cent - 88 per
cent of trains must arrive within 5 minutes of the
scheduled time. That leaves a fairly wide margin.
Ordinary commuters find that wide margin is
unacceptable, particularly in peak hour travel and
for commuters who are required to make
connections with other trains or modes of public
transport to get to and from work.
Such wide service criteria do neither the government
nor the public transport service any good. Public
transport authorities should have been aiming at a
much higher level of service: to get every train
running and running on time.
Service in other areas has either been cut to ribbons
or completely ignored. Yesterday the government
announced that from 1 May train timetables for
various lines will have to be purchased at a cost of
20 cents each. Although 20 cents is not an enormous
amount of money in itself, the government is
introducing a precedent. It is the thin edge of the
wedge. It is a miserable and mean-spirited act on
behalf of the government. To ask people to pay 20
cents to find out for themselves what time trains are
supposed to arrive is an insult.
The government often prides itself on its efforts to
promote tourism, get additional tourists to come to
Melbourne in particular and to revitalise the city.
The imposition of this user-pays charge for people
requiring transport information will not only
backfire on the PI'C, but also on the attempts of the
government to increase tourism and persuade
tourists to return.
In other areas the quality of the service outcomes has
been shot to ribbons. I was in Richmond on the
weekend and happened to notice a tram heading to
North Richmond. It had stopped at Swan Street to
allow a large number of passengers - about 20 to
30 - to get on board. Because the tram was
operated by a driver only people had to purchase
tickets or show them to the driver as they got on,
causing a delay. The tram was stopped at Swan
Street and behind it was a long line of people
queuing to get on board. There was also a very long
line of cars banking right back to the Yarra River. It
was holding up other trams.
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That is another example of how transport service
under this government has deteriorated
dramatically. I thought this was to be the year when
the Public Transport Corporation (PTC) would pay
some attention to improving the service, but nothing
could be further from the truth. The service is bad
and is getting worse. It is completely unsatisfactory.
When Parliament is sitting not a day passes without
someone raising the lack of service with me either by
telephone or letter, or honourable members relating
during the adjournment debate or in notices of
motion examples of the dramatic deterioration in the
service delivery of the public transport system. Is it
any wonder - Mr BROWN (Minister for Public Transport) On a point of order, Mr Acting Speaker, I raise the
question of relevance. I have been patient with the
honourable member for Thomastown for more than
20 minutes.

The bill has three aims: firstly, it clarifies the role of
the Department of Transport and the Public
Transport Corporation; secondly, in the interests of
safety it sets a statutory control of the blood alcohol
content of employees in the system; and thirdly, it
establishes the Victorian Taxi Directorate.
It is normal for lead speakers to be given some
leeway in making introductory remarks, but I
suggest that after 20 minutes it is time for the
honourable member to address the bill. So far he has
not addressed any aspects of the measure. It is only
right and proper that he now be directed to do so.
Mr BATCHELOR (l'homastown) -On the point
of order, Mr Acting Speaker, I direct to your
attention clause 6 of the bill which proposes to insert
new sections 5 to 6C. Proposed new section 5(c)
refers specifically to contracts for the provision of
transport services. It states that the Secretary to the
Department of Transport has authority:
to enter into a service agreement with the Public
Transport Corporation relating to the provision by that
Corporation of any transport services.

When discussing this bill it is entirely appropriate
for me to talk not only about services but also about
service agreements, formalised contracts and aspects
of the agreements that will flow from the actions of
the government following the passage of the bill.
The ACIlNG SPEAKER (Mr E. R. Smith) Order! It is the normal practice of the house to allow
the lead speaker for the opposition to canvass
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widely varying aspects of the proposed legislation
during his or her contribution. Although I remind
the honourable member of the requirement to be
relevant, I do not uphold the point of order.
Mr BATCHELOR - I was about to move on to
the zero blood alcohol content aspects of the bill, but
service outcomes are also crucial to the bill. If it were
my wont to continue to talk about those, it would
not only be relevant but also particularly useful.
However, bearing in mind the time and the fact that
other honourable members would like to contribute
to the debate before the suspension of the sitting I
will now address the zero blood alcohol content
proviSiOns.
The bill provides legislative sanction for procedures
that by and large already operate in the workplace.
It will empower the courts to impose fines on those
who offend, but that is in addition to existing
disciplinary procedures. The government is seeking
to impose additional penalties on those who breach
alcohol prOvisions, and the opposition does not
oppose that. There is no place for alcohol in the
workplace of people employed by the public
transport system.
However, I raise two specific aspects with the
minister. The first relates to the circumstances of
workers, particularly those employed by the PTC,
but it could apply to any area because the provisions
also relate to all trains and trams in Victoria. As I
understand it, the provisions will also apply to
national freight trains.
Employees of the Public Transport Corporation who
have left work, for a whole range of reasons and
circumstances, can be contacted and called back to
work. Emergency situations may arise where there is
an urgent need for the replacement of staff who have
suddenly become ill. There is the odd occasion
where there are late arrivals - perhaps people are
travelling to work by public transport! Rostered
days off and other absences that create problems
result in other PTC workers being called in to work
on those days. The legislation already provides for
those workers to be called out. I ask the minister to
clarify what happens to people who are called out in
certain circumstances.
One must bear in mind that there is a requirement or
expectation in the PTC that employees will work
reasonable amounts of overtime. There is an ethos or
an attitude of mind among most, if not all, of the
work force that they should do whatever they can to
keep the system running. There is a preparedness by
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many people, despite the fact that they have been
rostered not to be at work, following an approach
from their supervisors in special and unforeseen
circumstances, to attend work. We do not want
people who return to work in unexpected
circumstances to be disadvantaged in some
unintended way by the consequences of the bill. If a
person has finished the working week, has gone
home and had a drink after work or at a social
engagement and is called back to work, how does
one know that even the small quantity of alcohol
that the person may have consumed does not
remain in his or her blood?

The clause applies to drivers, other people in the
driving compartment, guards, conductors, shunters,
signal operators or people who in any other capacity
may affect the movement of rolling stock. It also
applies to maintenance workers and people who are
on the look out for maintenance workers. In the
construction area it applies to the supervisors of
construction areas, the lookouts and the persons
working on construction tasks. It also relates to
persons involved in operational procedures and
emergency responses, authorised officers, and it
affects work that is prescribed as safety work for the
purposes of the definition.

The provisions set out in clause 12 are very strict,
because they require all those workers to have a zero
blood alcohol content. I do not want to see a person
who has gone out of his way to keep the public
transport system operating being prosecuted
because he has a small amount of alcohol in his
system. How does a person learn to judge not
whether he or she is impaired but whether there is
even a minute amount of alcohol in his or her
bloodstream? The potential exists for the anomalies
in the clause to affect well-intentioned people. The
minister should carefully consider the provision. If it
is not made more tolerant, people will have to make
sure they do not imbibe any alcoholic beverages
even when they finish work. Alternatively, if they
drink at social functions they will have to decline
requests to assist the system.

The opposition has no argument with any aspect of
the definition of safety work except to say that it
does not go far enough. Although the definition is
broad, it does not extend to supervisors or
managers, who should be included. That shows up
the government's inconsistent approach. Some
honourable members may say that it reflects the
government's style in that there is one rule for some
and another rule for others. That is repugnant to the
opposition. Some honourable members may also
suggest that the philosophic thrust of the
government is to blame the workers. That puts the
spotlight on those at the coal face and keeps it away
from supervisors and managers.

The clause requires people to make value
judgments. One way to assist employees of the
Public Transport Corporation would be to allow
them to undertake an educational course on the use
of alcohol and the effects of different metabolic rates
on alcohol. The employees will have to comply with
the new regulations, but that compliance should be
based on informed and reasoned consent.
Many of the new provisiOns draw heavily on similar
provisions in the Road Safety Act. Although I do not
propose to go through those in detail, in essence
they provide for preliminary breath testing and for
blood testing where necessary. A worker who is
guilty of the offence of carrying out safety work
while having some alcohol in his bloodstream or
who refuses to have a breath test faces a substantial
penalty. Although there are other dimensions to the
provisions, they stem from those two basic tenets. In
addition to any internal disciplinary penalty, the
court may impose a fine of not more than $1200 and for a subsequent offence, a fine of not more than
$2.500. In some cases a term of imprisonment may be
imposed.

Alcohol has no role to play in the running of a
transport system. But the overriding duty to take
care applies to all those working in the system - not
only the drivers, guards and maintenance and
construction workers but the supervisors and
managers. The importance of that overriding duty of
care has been accepted by operational workers for
many years. Those requirements are nothing new.
As I understand it, by and large the proposals have
been accepted by drivers, members of work gangs,
signal operators and members of emergency crews.
The responsible attitudes required by the bill have
been part and parcel of their modus operandi for
some time. They welcome the provisions, which are
already part of their disciplinary codes.
But the opposition would like to know why the
additional regulations or safeguards do not apply to
managers and supervisors. You cannot have one
rule for the workers and another rule for the
managers. Train drivers and signal operators cannot
afford to be drunk or impaired by alcohol - and the
same applies to the people supervising or managing
them. It is just not on.
In the past managers have been sacked for drunken
behaviour, and rightly so. But the bill lets them off
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by shielding them from any legislative sanctions or
additional penalties imposed by the courts. There is
no rhyme or reason for that provision.
I am told there is a culture among some PTC
managers who believe they are above the law. That
is completely unacceptable. I am also told there is a
well-worn path from the back of the high-rise
Transport House to the back bar of Markillies
Hotel - about three short stumbles and you are in
the back bar for a heart-starter.
Mr Brown - That is outrageous.
Mr BATCHELOR -If strict rules are to apply to
the workers, including the drivers, the same rules
should apply to the management team. The people
who supervise the workers and those who are
responsible for safe-working practices and
emergency responses, for example, should be
covered by the provisions. The government believes
that to some extent because the maintenance and
construction functions apply to supervisors - but
not to the managers. The supervisors and managers
are not included in other aspects of the safe-working
definitions, but they should be. The government
should accept the amendments the opposition will
move in the committee stage to include the
managers and the supervisors of employees
working in safe-working capacities under the same
provisions.

Although the opposition does not oppose the bill, it
will propose constructive amendments, a copy of
which I have handed to the minister. I hope the
government will accept the amendments.
The aspect of the bill relating to the taxi industry and
the transferral of responsibilities to the Minister for
Roads and Ports in the other place will be dealt with
by the honourable member for Morwell.
Mr COOPER (Momington) - In the light of the
final stanza of the contribution by the honourable
member for Thomastown, I shall deal first with the
question of zero blood alcohol content for rail and
tram workers involved in safety work. At the outset,
I found the description by the honourable member
for Thomastown of the people employed at
Transport House to be abhorrent. He blackened the
reputation of virtually every employee in the
building.

On reflection the honourable member for
Thomastown may regret having made those
statements. He threw a blanket of discredit over
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every employee in stating that employees regularly
'stumbled' to Markillies Hotel for a heart-starter.
Unless the honourable member is able to
substantiate his claim, name names and show he is
not taking a cheap shot or trying to grab a cheap
headline, he should apologise to those employed at
Transport House for what I regard as an outrageous
allegation. He made that allegation while trying to
make the point that people managing safety workers
should be included in the zero blood alcohol content
provisions. He is entitled to argue that view, but he
is not entitled to blacken the reputations of the
employees in Transport House, the vast majority of
whom are trying to do their jobs in a sober and
professional way. On their behalf, I say to the
honourable member for Thomastown that his
allegation was uncalled for. He should reflect on its
outrageous nature and apologise.
As the honourable member for Thomastown said,
the question of zero blood alcohol content is not
new. It has been on the agenda in Victoria for some
time and has been adopted in New South Wales. The
government acknowledges that public safety is
paramount. Zero blood alcohol content provisiOns
have applied to Victorian bus drivers for some years;
and the drivers have adapted to that requirement.
The government is now saying that in the interests
of public safety workers employed in the rail and
tram systems must adapt to the requirement in the
same way as bus drivers have adapted to it.
The safety of those who travel by public transport
should not be viewed in isola tion. The bill also deals
with the safety of transport workers because the
issue is important to the government and, I assume,
to honourable members opposite, as well as to all
those who ride on the system.
Mr Hamilton - Hear, hear!
Mr COOPER - I am heartened by the comment
of the honourable member for Morwell. The
honourable member for Thomastown suggested the
opposition supports the provision. But he has called
upon the government to consider including
management in the net. I shall leave the considered
response to the call by the honourable member for
Thomastown to the Minister for Public Transport.
However, as I said when I began my contribution to
the debate, the view expressed by the honourable
member for Thomastown is reasonable and it is also
reasonable for him to call on the government to give
the matter some consideration.
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On many occasions during consideration of a
number of bills, blood alcohol content has been
debated. It is worth restating the reasons that it is
considered necessary for people employed in areas
that affect public safety to have a zero blood alcohol
content Some time ago the officer in charge of the
traffic alcohol section of the Victoria Police Force
issued for members of the force a document entitled
TAS Times. It addressed the issue of drinking and
driving, particularly for members of the police force.
Chief Inspector Lane referred to zero blood alcohol
content (BAC). What he said in one small section of
the document brings into perspective what will be
required by the Transport (Further Amendment) Bill
of safety workers in the rail and tram sections of the
public transport system of this state:
As a scenario let's assume you party to 2 o'clock in the
morning and attain a BAC of 0.140 per cent.

He says it is not an unreasonable blood alcohol
content to attain if one settles down to have a few
drinks with friends. That is, without going into a
heavy booze session, as it were, one can easily attain
a blood alcohol content of 0.140 per cent. Further on
in the article he said:
To return merely to .05 per cent will take some 12 to 13
hours and to return to zero, will take up to 18 hours!

People employed in jobs addressed by the bill will
have to confront the scenario described by Chief
Inspector Lane: that is, they will have to heed the
caution given to police officers by the chief inspector
when he said:
for each standard drink you consume .. ' it will take
your liver 1 hour to eliminate it from your system.
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grog, so to speak, in even a reasonable way for many
hours before going to work.
The honourable member for Thomastown posed the
question: what about people who are asked to turn
out on an emergency basis - that is, people who are
suddenly required to fill a vacancy for someone who
is ill or just does not turn up for work or whatever?
My reply to the question is that such a situation has
to be confronted now and has been confronted for
some years by bus drivers in this state. They have
had to adjust their lifestyles and continue to do so. I
suppose the toughest possible response is: if you do
not want to do that - that is, if having a few beers
in the knowledge that you may be called back to
work and that may require that you have a zero
blood alcohol content is more important than the job
you are doing - you should be seeking other
employment.
The reason for such a response is that all the time
one must come back to the question of what is the
most important thing. Is the most important thing
public safety and the safety of fellow workers? I
suggest the answer is a resounding yes! Honourable'
members cannot do much more than applaud the
government for introducing into the bill the
provision relating to the requirement for zero blood
alcohol content.
The third part of the bill establishes a Victorian Taxi
Directorate. The honourable member for
Thomastown said that another member of the
opposition will address that issue. I want to say a
few things about the establishment of a taxi
directorate because in recent times I have been a taxi
user, which is an unusual position for me.
Mr Hamilton - Did you lose your licence?

When referring to a standard drink, the chief
inspector was referring to a 7-ounce glass of beer
and he said that it takes an hour to eliminate the
alcohol content of a standard drink from the system.
He said further:
for each standard drink you average 0.015 per cent into
your system ... your liver will eliminate 0.011 per cent
per hour on average.

So in reality anyone who is required to maintain a
zero blood alcohol content, whether he or she be an
airline pilot, a bus driver or a rail or tram safety
worker, will have to accept that part of the
requirements of the job is to be aware that one
cannot turn up for work if one has been hitting the

Mr COOPER - I was once a taxidriver! In recent
times I have been acting as a proxy for Sir James
Gobbo as a member of the Centenary of Federation
Advisory Committee. I have had to make a couple of
trips interstate with the honourable member for
Williamstown and others. I have been required to
take taxis from home to Tullamarine airport and
back and to take taxis when I have arrived interstate.
During my taxi drives between MOmington and the
airport I have had the opportunity to have - as one
must -lengthy conversations with the taxidrivers. I
can infonn the house that I am a bit of a hero when I
get out of the plane at Tullamarine because they just
love that fare!
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During those trips one of the interesting responses
that I have had from taxidrivers has been that they
are delighted with the way the industry, as one put
it to me recently, is coming together under the
direction of the government. Business is brisker, and
they consider that the provisions being introduced
to clean up the industry will be nothing but
beneficial for them.
I have been amazed to compare today's taxis with
the taxis of a few years ago, even two or three years
ago. Today the taxis being driven in the city of
Melbourne are cleaner than those of a few years ago.
The drivers of the taxis are better informed than
drivers in the past. I am speaking in general terms
because only the other day I was told that somebody
got into a taxi here at Parliament House and asked
to be taken to Moray Street, South Melbourne and
the driver had to consult a Melway directory before
taking the person there! However, overall, members
of the taxi industry are responding well to the
reforms the government is asking them to
implement.
The government has led the way and the industry
has responded well. The reforms and the
establishment of the taxi directorate and the whole
thrust of the government's approach to the taxi
industry is supported widely by owners and drivers
because they consider the government's approach to
be in their best interests and for their benefit. I
congratulate the government and I sincerely
congratulate the members of the industry.
It is a long time since I drove a taxi. I can remember
that in those days getting a taxidriver's licence was
very difficult because an applicant was
automatically failed on the first attempt. The testing
officer would ask the applicant to give the address
of some obscure government department buried in
Flinders Lane and of course hardly anyone knew
where it was so the applicant would fail on that first
test. The waiting period was two or three weeks
before the applicant could return for another test. It
was one way of ensuring that the applicant was
serious about obtaining a taxidriver's licence.

I compare that situation with the development in the
industry over the years. Drivers became harder to
find because the violence that taxidrivers were
subjected to increased dramatically. The hours that a
taxidriver had to spend on the road to earn a decent
income also increased dramatically. The result was
that many people left the industry. It became an
industry that was not attractive for people to go into.
Under pressure from the owners, the authorities
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lowered the standard of requirements for
taxidrivers. A result of that was that many of the
people who were driving taxis should not have been
doing so. The end result was that the reputation of
the taxi industry fell dramatically. It was in need of
Significant reform and required redirection. It is
more than just encouraging; it is highly
commendable that the industry has responded so
well to the requests of the government on the matter
of reform.
I congratulate the taxi industry and believe it will
rapidly regain the excellent status it had many years
ago.
I come back to the main purpose of the bill, which is
to reform the public transport system and improve
its efficiency and accountability. That is a
high-blown phrase that could perhaps be better
brought down to: mending the mess that Labor
made. The government is fixing up a system that
was nothing short of a catastrophe when it was
taken over in October 1992.
The honourable member for Thomastown made
some remarks about the public transport system. I
did not have a chance to write down all of the points
he made, but one that staggered me was that the
service reforms the government is implementing are
simply not good enough. He believes we have not
set the bar on the high jump high enough and he is
demanding that every tram and train turns up on
time every minute of every day. That is a
commendable thought but it is absolutely fantastic
that a Labor spokesman for public transport should
be demanding that level of service to the
community. It is a pity that when he first entered
Parliament he was not put straight on the front
bench and made the minister responsible for public
transport. He would have replaced the person
whose photo is in the magazine I have - the former
minister is the one on the right; the chook is on the
left. He could have done a far better job because all
honourable members who were here prior to 1992
know that what Labor did for service delivery in the
public transport system was abominable. For a
Labor spokesman to come in here now and say that
what this government is doing is not good enough is
breathtaking in its gall.
I have related to the house on previous occasions the
public transport tale of woe under Labor between
1982 and 1992, and in the few minutes that are left to
me I do not intend to walk over that ground again.
However, it is incumbent on me, having regard to
the remarks made by the honourable member for

TRANSPORT (FURmER AMENDMENT) BILL
Wednesday, 27 Apri11994

ASSEMBLY

Thomastown, to put on record what Labor did or
did not do and then to say what the bill will do to
correct the situation. The best way I can demonstrate
the shortcomings of public transport delivery under
Labor is to refer to key performance indicators,
because they tell the story where nothing else can.
The infonnation I have is from public documents
published by the Labor government at the time. It
shows where the Labor government set its targets
and where it failed. In all areas of key performance
indicators such as patronage on the Met service,
cancellations, on-time running, passenger revenue,
V /Une on-time running, V /Une freight, V/Une
freight revenue, patronage by millions of journeys,
passenger revenue and cost recovery, the previous
government failed to meet its targets not just in one
year but in every year set out in the documents I
have here from 1985-86 to 1989-90. I assure the
house that from 1989-90 through to the time when
Labor left government the same picture was
produced. Not only did Labor miss its targets, it
missed them by massive amounts. We can only go
upwards from there, and that is the direction we are
taking at present.
It is admirable of the honourable member for
Thomastown to come in here and say the
government should be doing better. Everyone
aclcnowledges that the public transport system
should be better, but a few things must be put back
into place before we can start making it as good as
we would like it to be. Issues such as debt, efficiency
and inefficiency, and recovery rates on costs need to
be revisited for the education of the opposition. The
opposition is so slow at picking up what happened
between 1982 and 1992 that every time a transport
bill comes into this house opposition members have
to be reminded of the issues.
The opposition spokesman would have done better
to consider the bill in a positive light. His big point
was, 'Gee, it's awful of the government to charge
people 20 cents for a timetable'. That is nitpicking at
the most extreme level. We are now down to the
level of trivial pursuit from the honourable member
for Thomastown. The government inherited a mess,
and everybody knows it. There is not much point in
trying to cover it up or slide away from it. It should
have been incumbent on the honourable member for
Thomastown to say that this is a bill that starts to
correct some of the things that went wrong between
1982 and 1992.
It does not pretend to be the answer to all of the sins
of the public transport system. We have been
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progressively working since October 1992 to try to
get service into the system, but one cannot turn on a
tap and expect the disasters of the past 10 years to be
fixed overnight or even in a year or two. In some of
his more rational and honest moments the
honourable member for Thomastown would have to
aclcnowledge that Significant improvements have
been made by the Minister for Public Transport. He
is the man who has achieved things that no Labor
transport minister was able to achieve. For example,
four Labor ministers failed to come to any kind of
agreement with the transport unions. That was a
major achievement for the current minister and it
has brought relative - although not complete peace to the public transport industrial relations
arena. That solid base was not achieved without
hard work and long hours worked through the night
not only by the minister and his staff but, to their
credit, by members of the public transport unions.
That is the base from which public transport reforms
will bring us close to the line that the honourable
member for Thomastown says should be achieved. It
will bring us closer to that line than ever would have
been achieved under a system where we had trams
stacked up and down Bourke and Elizabeth streets
under the stewardship of Minister Kennan, who
created a debacle.
Revisiting that pOint, I should have thought that
today would be an excellent opportunity for the
honourable member for Thomastown to have come
into this house and said, 'Okay, we now have the
Transport (Further Amendment) Bill before the
house and we support the bill. We have a few
queries such as the matter of the zero blood alcohol
content and we want to address those, but we
support this bill because we see it as the vehicle by
which the public transport system in this state can
be reformed and better service delivery can be
achieved for the public transport users in this state'.
Instead the house has heard the usual two-bob each
way approach and it is pretty disappointing for
honourable members on this side of the house,
because out there in the general community, and
acknowledged by leading writers in the media, there
is an acknowledgment that the government is
initiating significant reforms in public transport.
For example, today in the Australian Financial Review
there is a laudatory article headed 'Kennett's budget
breakthrough'. It has the subheading 'Transport and
health at the cutting edge'. The article states that the
Minister for Public Transport:
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... claims that his three-year plan - due to be
completed in June 1995 -will have cut a $SOO million
(1993) deficit in operations of the Public Transport
Commission by about $245 million.

Here is one of the aims of the bill to get some
reforms into the accountability and debt reduction
systems of the transport sector in this state; here is
one of the aims for the honourable member for
Thomastown and all other honourable members of
the opposition in this Parliament to see: a
$500 million deficit in the operation of the Public
Transport Corporation has been cut by $245 million.
That is a matter for praise; that is a cause for the
opposition to be able to say, 'Well done' to the
government, and it should do so for such an
amazing turnaround. But not one word of praise has
been expressed: not even a remote hint that things
might be on the improve. The house just heard the
usual backbiting and trivial pursuit stuff from the
honourable member for Thomastown that
unfortunately we have all come to expect in this
place.
The article goes on to say that productivity
improvements of more than 20 per cent in some
cases have now been announced by the minister.
These are the sorts of things which will see the
releasing of funds to provide the improvements,
services and rolling stock that everybody in this
state who uses public transport wants to see.
More importantly, the bill provides the chance for a
viable option - i f not today, certainly in the near
future - for people who since 1982 have abandoned
the public transport system for other forms of
transport and for people going to work who say they
would rather drive their cars or take some other
means of transport to work rather than public
transport.
It is important that we encourage people to return to
the public transport system for a variety of reasons.
It is to everyone's benefit: not just the government's
benefit, but the community's benefit as well, and it
should be to the opposition's benefit, too.
Talking down the system, nitpicking and finding
fault with anything simply because the opposition is
not prepared to say nice things about the major
refonns that have been achieved should be
condemned.
I am not surprised although I am certainly
disappointed with the contribution made by the
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honourable member for Thomastown. I hope the
other members of the Labor opposition will look at
the bill in the most positive way. If they do so they
will be in stark contrast to the honourable member
for Thomastown and perhaps we might see
something that one rarely sees in this place: an
agreement across the table that some things should
be praised rather than condemned.
Ms MARPLE (Altona) - It is of great importance
to the people of Victoria that their system of
transport - that is, the movement of people around
the state and around the city - is first class.
Therefore the bill that sets out the government's
desire to achieve the world's best practice in the
provision of public transport services is one that we
should all welcome.

All honourable members should be looking at the
bill in a critical way because it is important for all of
us to be actively involved in debating all bills so that
ministers and shadow ministers can fonn policy
and, in the case of ministers, put those contributions
into practice. The three areas clearly defined in the
bill have been covered by both speakers so far, and
each of them has a role to play in making sure that
we get the best possible public transport services.
The bill sets out the roles of the transport
organisations and the separation of the roles of the
Department of Transport and the Public Transport
Corporation (PTC) so that they are clear and people
can see exactly what services are being given and
what their roles are so that not only ministers and
the people who work in the organisation have a
clear idea, but the public in general has guidelines
and can see where the Department of Transport is
heading.
The second-reading speech states that the role of the
Department of Transport is to determine policy and
establish appropriate regulatory mechanisms; to
negotiate community service obligations and to
purchase transport services from public and private
providers, and I shall look at each of those.
One would hope that the regulatory mechanisms are
those that make sure that we have our transport
service under regulations that give us the services
we are looking for.
Although I enjoy the privilege of having and using a
car, as a member of the general public I would like
to make sure that our public transport system
enables us to get to our destination as quickly and
efficiently as possible. Unfortunately what one finds
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these days with the privilege of individual car
services is that everything now revolves around that
service, and that means that people you work for
and with expect you to be at certain places within a
certain amount of time, which is usually measured
by how quickly a car can get there; and people do
not always take into account the time involved in
searching for a parking space.
The other area I wish to raise is the negotiation of
community service obligations: moving people
around the city and the state. I hope the government
will look strongly at these community service
obligations and that they will not simply be
measured in terms of cost.
Unfortunately it appears that the government uses
that measurement to a great extent for all services,
and I put forward the case that there is more to
community service obligations than always to be
looking at the costs involved. The community must
urge the government to ensure that public transport
fares are at a cost that all people can afford and that
services are provided to areas where people need to
travel, whether it be to their places of employment
in Melbourne and country areas, sporting fixtures,
hospitals or places where, for example, religious
gatherings are held. Community service obligations
are vitally important irrespective of whether
transport services are provided by the public sector
or private providers.
The Public Transport Corporation is a provider of
tram, rail and bus services, and it has a
responsibility to deliver cost-effective services,
through the department and through its annual
service agreements with commercial services. It is
important that the cost of public transport is
compared with costs in other years, but this may be
difficult because of the way in which calculations
have been made. It is important to examine the
provision of a commercial public transport system
and the need for community service obligations. I
cannot stress those matters too highly.
Reform is a word that is much used by many people
and also by the government. The government is now
saying that a train is late if it is 5 minutes late
whereas it used to be late if it were 3 minutes late.
That may not seem a great deal of time but when
one examines the statistics one finds that because of
that definition, fewer trains are now late than was
the case 6 or 12 months ago, which can be
misleading. It is important that the public be
informed about those measurements so that it
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understands whether apples are being compared
with apples or with oranges.
The public considers that a safe public transport
system is important. However, I do not believe the
members of the Transit Police should have to carry
guns when on duty. I find their presence
intimidating. A number of complaints have been
directed to my office about why transit police, in
such large numbers, must carry guns when
patrolling trains. Most people would be satisfied
with a transit patrol group that did not carry guns.
What do they intend using their guns for?
I have received a number of complaints about the
method of collecting tickets. There are many stories
about people being harassed because they did not
have a ticket. The reason why people do not have
tickets is often that their stations were not staffed.
The station closest to me is rarely staffed and the
closest outlet for buying tickets is a considerable
walk away. Those who have difficulty walking a
distance find it difficult to buy tickets, and when
they arrive at their destinations they are often given
a difficult time.
We should encourage people to use the public
transport system and we should make them feel
comfortable. They will not be comfortable if they are
fearful about being asked to produce a ticket, and
not having one, are harassed by people who believe
it is their right to give people a hard time. I know we
must ensure that people pay for the public transport
service. It is true in our society -although I would
like it to be different - that people value the things
they must pay for; that is the reality. I and my family
have had experiences of being harassed because we
did not have tickets. One has only to glance at
comments in the media about the public transport
system to know that others have come to the same
conclusion. A letter in the Age on 27 January 1994
referred to two school-aged boys who had a'
problem with their tickets. This letter is from the
father of the boys, Brian Heard of Coburg. They
managed to get some tickets at Flinders Street where
they had to change trains before travelling to their
Frankston destination, but the tickets they
purchased were not sufficient. Even though they
explained the facts when they arrived at Frankston
and were willing to pay the extra, they were still
fined $100 on the spot. It is not the way to encourage
the next generation to use train services.
I will mention country trains, as I did in 30 seconds
during last night's adjournment debate. I have
received letters from people in rural areas, including
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the one from Wangaratta which I drew attention to
yesterday. Those people are not being encouraged to
use the train services. The same situation exists in
Benalla, where my family lives. They are not sure
when the station is open. When they go to the
station, it is not always open, nor are the waiting
rooms or the toilets and the lighting is inadequate.
The number of passengers using Victorian transport
services is decreasing. A responsibility that I hope
will be taken seriously by the government with the
introduction of the bill is the encouragement of the
public to use the services. People want the public
transport system to be improved, not only because
they want to use it to travel from one place to
another but because they know it is an
environmentally friendly service and reduces the
number of cars on the road. Honourable members
know only too well that if public transport services
are not functioning more cars travel on the roads as
a result.
People living in Melbourne suffer on these wann
autumn days. Pollution increases, which causes
stress to those who suffer from asthma. It is not
good for health in general and certainly not good for
the environment.
Will the minister answer the following question?

Before the election the government promised that
there would be free travel in the city. Many students
have been looking forward to that. Unfortunately
they have not - Mr Brown interjected.
Ms MARPLE - What do they call it, the gravy
coloured tram that will whiz around paid by the
federal government? No, that is not the one they
want. They want to know about the free travel in the
city that was promised. I suppose the government
will get around it by using the excuse of the tourist
tram.
The public transport system is important to the
tourist industry. Our trams are a plus for Melbourne
and we are pleased for those who fought for them
some years ago when it was decided to go modem
and use buses. Victorians should be grateful to the
people who fought to save those trams because they
are now well known around the world.
They are not simply a tourist attraction; they are not
simply there for a little ride through the past. What
is good about our trams is that the general public
use them and tourists use them in the same way.
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People see that as a special phenomenon and one we
should retain.
The other area of the bill relates to blood alcohol
controls, and in the time I have left I will touch on
that All honourable members will agree that this is
an important area. We do not expect people to
attend work under the influence of alcohol; in all
areas of work one would prefer that people were not
under the influence of alcohol.
It has become a way of life that when people go
home after work they have a glass of alcohol. I am

not against that, but some people are dependent on
it and it causes problems when they go off to work
again.
An honourable member interjected.
Ms MARPLE - Yes, even before they get home.
One of the problems that people have found perhaps knowledge has increased - is the impact a
number of glasses of alcohol has. People may go to
sleep, get up in the moming, drive to work believing
they are all right and be picked up for driving with a
blood alcohol level over the legal limit. Education
programs are needed to help people understand
that It is one thing to introduce a bill providing that
some workers must have a blood alcohol level of
zero when they are at work, but those workers must
also be assisted to understand exactly what that
means.
I agree with and support the amendment included
in the bill and acknowledge that it is important not
only that workers at the coalface looking after the
community's safety in direct ways but also that
supervisors and managers have zero blood alcohol
content while at work. It is important that those
people developing policy on how we will work in
the future consider seriously the influences people
are under when going to work. There is no doubt
that this is an important area and I am pleased to see
the provision in the bill. I hope that when it is put
into practice, all workers will be given as much
support as possible to make sure it works well.
Matters relating to taxis are now under the
responsibility of the Minister for Roads and Ports.
All government functions relating to taxis are to be
centrally located and that will make the situation
clearer.
Everybody who works in the city is aware of the
number of taxis that are available and anybody who
uses the airport knows the need for the taxi service.
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People in country towns who do not have cars also
need taxi services.
It is important to have taxis under a definite

umbrella, and that will now be the case with the
Victorian Taxi Directorate. It is one thing to make
that change; it is another to ensure that taxis deliver
the services that Victorians expect.
The previous speaker said he had found that taxi
services had improved, but I need a little more
evidence of that. Unfortunately, taxis are not as safe
as Victorians used to think they were. When I lived
in the country and, as a student, used to catch a taxi
to the hostel from the train I used to think that was
the safest way to travel. Nowadays we
unfortunately hear of passengers sometimes having
dreadful experiences of harassment and sometimes
physical-Mr Hamilton - A few drivers have been
harassed, too.
Ms MARPLE - Yes, I understand that drivers as workers - have a difficult time. However,
passengers have also had some experiences that the
opposition would like to see eradicated from the
Victorian taxi service. I hope the key functions of the
taxi directorate reach fruition to ensure that
Victoria's taxi service is equal to the highest world
standards. The opposition will not have people
frightened to use taxi services. People should be able
to use taxis and know they will be safe to do so.

Educational programs also need to be examined. It is
not enough to have driver certificates, regulations
and standards. The government must ensure that
there is enough education, support and staff to make
sure that the regulations, standards, certificates and
licensing are carried out in the best possible way. I
am pleased to support the bill and, in so doin~ to
mention some of the public transport concerns
people have expressed to me as their local member.
Although members of my family would like to use
the train service, they have found that it is not as
convenient as it once was. Of course my family
members might be a little prejudiced - but I do not
think so! I think they are open-minded. They have
always used the service and they look forward to
being able to use it again. I hope the bill will ensure
the service reaches the world standards referred to
by the minister. I encourage the minister and
honourable members opposite to support the
amendment.
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Mr ROWE (Cranbourne) - I acknowledge the
contribution of the honourable member for Altona.
It is a pity that some members of her party did not
realise her value as a local member. Perhaps the
Labor Party should preselect on ability rather than
on a factional basis.
It is a great pleasure to speak to the bill, because I
am a member of the minister's bills committee. I am
also a member of the Crime Prevention Committee,
which investigated safety on public transport as well
as the taxi industry. The Labor Party fails to
understand what the government is doing - it
wants to change the culture of union nepotism that
has become entrenched in the railway unions and
the public transport system for more than 10 years.
The government is changing the culture - it is
trying to get employees to think about their service,
their customers, and their attitudes towards the
public. By changing the culture, the government will
be able to turn the system around; it will turn it into
the service described by the minister.

The honourable member for Altona referred to
manning levels on railway stations. She also referred
to the so-called safety issues. It is interesting that the
Crime Prevention Committee is an all-party
committee; its recommendations were agreed to
unanimously. Therefore, after investigating the
public transport system and the taxi industry
members of the Labor Party voted with coalition
members in a bipartisan way.
The committee's inquiry into public safety on trains
found that manning levels have no relationship to
safety on public transport. Safety on public transport
is a public perception; and that perception is
mitigated by the media - and the electronic media
in particular - publiciSing crimes at railway
stations.
It does not matter whether a crime occurs in
Footscray or Altona, but if it occurs 100 metres from
the railway station, the media refers to the
Kananook railway station. I do not know what that
has to do with Altona or Williamstown - or
anywhere else - but the residents certainly think
their railway station is the worst station in the
system even though it has had many thousands of
dollars spent on lighting and other security devices
such as closed-circuit television, landscaping and
security lighting in the car park. The honourable
member for Altona said she does not like seeing
police on trains.

Mr Hamilton - With guns.
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Mr ROWE - I thank the honourable member for
Morwell for his interjection. It is interesting to note
that the only group I know of that has ever refused
to disarm was the Transit Patrol that operated under
the previous government. On New Year's Eve,
although all the police at the Flinders Street railway
station were unarmed, Transit Patrol officers refused
to disarm. They refused to take off their guns - they
were the real cowboys of the system. They were
totally out of control. Many of them had criminal
records for serious assaults and assaults on
passengers; yet they were still employed on the
transit system. Those people deserved to get the
flick. They were flicked off the system and more
responsible people rightly took over the safety of the
system. I travelled by train today and last Tuesday.
A police officer patrolled the train on which many
young schoolgirls were travelling in safety.
As a compliment to the Minister for Public
Transport and Mr lan Dobbs, the Chief Executive of
the Public Transport Corporation, I point out that
the trains were spotless and they arrived on time.
Not only that, when I alighted from the train at
Flinders Street railway station the platform was
clean and the platform assistant had his tie on
properly, his shoes polished and his fly done up.
That is a distinct improvement on the position three
years ago.

Mr Batchelor interjected.
Mr ROWE - With some of the staff who worked
on the system one would not have to check too far.
In fact, their uniforms did not fit properly, although
they had a choice of hundreds in storage.
Also today there was a customer service officer at
the gate. I wanted to ask her a question about the
loop. I did not identify myself as a parliamentarian, I
was a general joe who alighted from the train. She
was most courteous and helpful with the
information she provided. While I was there she also
provided directions for an old lady and helped her
towards the tram. What a changing culture that is
from the bloke leaning up against the ticket box with
a fag hanging out of his mouth, dirty shoes and the
tie turned halfway round his neck. That was
tolerated by the Labor government. This
government is here to change that culture.
The Victoria Police form a big part of that cultural
change; they are now patrolling the system in
uniform. When people see the police they feel safe.
·Regardless of what the honourable member for
Altona said, people in my electorate, who use the
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Dandenong rail line, are happy that the line will
soon be electrified to Cranboume.
Mr Batchelor interjected.
Mr ROWE - The honourable member for
Thomastown says that that is due to the federal
government. I must thank the federal government
for the money. Prior to the coalition achieving
government the former Labor government
suggested a diesel shuttle service from Dandenong
to Cranbourne and return. It said it would cost
$43 million to electrify the line. The present
government received $28 million from the federal
Laborgovernment.
Mr Brown - They made a promise.
Mr ROWE - Yes, as was done at every election
for 10 years. My electorate has one of the fastest
growing populations in Victoria - the second or
third fastest rate of population growth in Australia.
All the former government was going to provide
was a diesel rail service.
Since coming to government Ministers Brown and
Maclellan have approached the Public Transport
Corporation and said, 'We really think you guys had
better check your figures again'. Guess what? They
found that the line could be electrified for
$28 million. Minister Brown went to the federal
government and did some horse trading, and the
federal government agreed that the figures were
right. As a result Cranboume will have an electrified
rail line by June 1995. On the latest figures I have
from the chief engineer, that electrification will be
completed by December this year.
We are a can-do government with a can-do minister
who is there to provide the service to the public
rather than kowtowing to union nepotism. The
unions realise that and are prepared to deal and talk
with the government and introduce changes that
they know and have known for many decades the
system requires.
The bill is a further indication that the government is
prepared to take pre-emptive action to ensure that
things happen and services pick up. It is pleasing
that the opposition supports the railway and
tramway safety provisions in the bill. It is important
that those who drive equipment weighing 50 tonnes,
plus the load, should have zero blood alcohol
readings. Airline pilots, bus drivers and P-plate
drivers must have zero blood alcohol and drivers of
passenger cars must be under .05 blood alcohol. It is
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only reasonable that operators involved with the
conveyance of large numbers of passengers should
have zero blood alcohol levels. It is also reasonable
that those who replace the brake pads and the wheel
bearings, repair the points and check the overhead
wires and signalling equipment should also have
zero blood alcohol readings. One would not like an
air traffic controller turning up to work drunk,
making an air collision over Melbourne likely. A
similar thing could happen with the train system.
The bill has been strongly promoted by the Minister
for Public Transport, and it is a credit to him and the
government that it is now being introduced to
improve safety on our public transport and service
delivery to the public.
I turn to the taxi industry, which is dear to my heart,
particularly safety and driver regulation.

Mr Hamilton interjected.
Mr ROWE - I am not a former taxidriver, but
being a former member of the police force I have an
understanding of some of the people - and the poor
character of a number of them, a minority - who
were operating in the taxi industry.

It became apparent to the Crime Prevention
Committee, of which I am a member, while carrying
out its inquiry into the taxi industry, that under the
former Labor government the operation of VicRoads
totally failed; there was no will to enforce the rules.
There were cases where people with criminal
records for assault were applying for and being
issued with taxi licences. There was even a case
where a multiple murderer, after being released
from gaol, was issued with a taxi licence. That
person had chopped up a victim and put him in a
«-gallon drum, filled it with concrete and dumped
it into the river. Is granting that licence dereliction of
duty? I say it is.
The irresponsible ministers of the former Labor
government should have been held to account.
There was no will to have the enforcement division
of VicRoads operate in an efficient manner. There
were cases of major vehicle failure where sub-frames
cracked. Any vehicle that does 300 000 to 400 000
kilometres on the roads suffers stress fractures.
Those vehicles were not pulled off the road. No
endeavour was made to enforce the age limit on
cars, and that increased the probability of accidents.
The first recommendation of the Crime Prevention
Committee is that a taxi registry be established
within the Department of Transport to regulate the
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taxi industry. The government has acted on that
report immediately and, under the direct patronage
of the Premier and with the assistance of Mr Craige,
an honourable member in another place, that
registry has been established. Work on the registry
has started and the weeding out of rotten apples has
commenced. I understand that it has already
uncovered numerous cases of taxidrivers with rape
and sexual assault convictions.
Those kinds of things were allowed to prevail under
the former Labor government because it had no will
to enforce the rules. Perhaps it had no money to
enforce them because it used it for other things. I
should have thought the massive amount of money
it was borrowing could have been used to provide a
safe and effective transport service for the Victorian
public, but it was not. The former government
hocked our trams and trains and none of the money
raised was spent on transport. More importantly,
none of it was spent on safety on public transport.
Another area that should be examined is driver
safety. Older drivers in the taxi service in Victoria
seem to have fewer problems and are less likely to
be assaulted than younger drivers. That is a result of
the commonsense of older drivers and their being
able to handle situations better than younger drivers.
The Crime Prevention Committee also
recommended the adoption of a standard training
program for taxidrivers. Drivers must be able to
speak, understand and read English because there is
nothing worse than getting into a cab, as committee
members did in Sydney, and discovering that the
person driving the cab cannot spell Woolloomooloo,
let alone find it. We ended up going around in
circles looking for Woolloomooloo, and we soon
learnt that there are a lot of o's in Woolloomooloo.
Taxidrivers should be able to read and understand
English so that they can communicate with their
passengers and read road directories - I wonder
whether the honourable member for Springvale
would qualify under those new regulations.
Taxidrivers should be able to communicate properly
with their passengers so that they can provide a
proper service.
Another recommendation of the committee is that
safety screens, which have now been approved by
VicRoads, be optional at the request of the driver.
Those screens, which are held into place by the head
rest and which clip under the seat, give some
protection to the driver. Unfortunately, an
attempted murder occurred in my electorate. A
taxidriver was trapped in his seat belt when it was

TRANSPORT (FURTHER AMENDMENT) BILL
1238

ASSEMBLY

pulled tight by a passenger in the back while a
passenger in the front seat stabbed him. Had that
taxidriver been able to use a screen, that would not
have happened because the passenger in the back
would not have been able to pull on the seat belt.
That raises another point - that is, that drivers
should not be required to be wear seat belts when
they are carrying fare-paying passengers. The
removal of that requirement in other states has not
resulted in a general increase in the number of
injuries to taxidrivers, but has allowed them to
escape in the event that they are assaulted.
New South Wales undertook process similar to the
process Victoria is now undertaking. More than
50 per cent of driver certificate holders in New South
Wales failed to renew their certificates after harsher
regulations for qualification to drive a taxi were
introduced. Once the new licence criteria are
introduced in Victoria I am sure that only 5500 to
6000 of the existing 11 000 certified Victorian drivers
will remain.

'This bill is an indication of the determination of the
Minister for Public Transport to turn a system into a
service. It will not set transport legislation in
concrete because it is a living, breathing document,
just as the service is a living, breathing service.
Regardless of the criticism of the shadow minister,
the government will continue to amend the
transport legislation where necessary to enable the
facilitation and implementation of that service. The
government is a 'can do' government and this bill is
putting Victoria on the move in transport. I
commend it to the house.
Mr HAMILTON (Morwell) - Before addressing
my remarks to specific provisions of the bill I cannot
resist responding to the comments of some
government members. I hope - in fact, I know that I will not be so bitter and twisted when there is
a change of government and that I will be able to
recognise the good things that have happened
during this government's term in office. It is very
disappointing to hear government members blame
every ill in transport on the previOUS 10-year
administration. Patently that is not true and it shows
a very poor analysis of the real facts.
Between 1982 and 1992 the former government got
rid of the red rattlers and the blue Harris trains that
were full of asbestos and provided an excellent
transport system to the Latrobe Valley. Those good
things cannot be denied..
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Mistakes were made, but we must remember the old
adage that if you never make a mistake you will
never make anything. If we are to refer to anecdotal
accounts of things that went wrong under previous
ministers, I assure this minister that the pigeons will
come home to roost. This minister will make
mistakes because he is not Mr Perfect, although one
would think he was if one believed everything the
honourable member for Cranbourne said. Mistakes
will be made and inevitably the chickens will come
home to roost. Therefore, we must be careful about
throwing mud. I always remember the adage: if you
throw mud some of it will stick - perhaps to your
own shoes. Honourable members should remember
that.
I was pleased to hear the honourable member for
Cranbourne talk about public transport being a
service. He said it is not a system but a service. It
was refreshing to hear that in this day and age,
when we hear about businesses, efficiency and
world-best practice - that is always mentioned but
never defined. Everyone knows what service is. That
is a word the public and, I trust, members of
Parliament understand. It was great to hear it and I
congratulate the honourable member for
Cranbourne for talking about it.
I also congratulate him on his comments about the
electrification of the Cranbourne line. That is an
excellent idea. It will also help keep a few people in
the Latrobe Valley in jobs because they will provide
the electricity for it I hope he does not go crook if
we are forced to cut off the electricity.

So far none of the government members who have
spoken in the debate - including, to the best of my
knowledge, the Minister for Public Transport have indulged in union bashing. In fact, the
government has been praised a great deal for the
way it has been able to work with the public
transport unions. I am pleased to hear that. I hear far
too much union bashing in this house. It seems to be
a sport for some members of the government party.
I trust the honourable member for MOrnington did
not really mean what I interpreted him to say about
workers having a responsibility to be aware of the
long time alcohol takes to pass through the system.
Although I do not argue with that, the honourable
member said that if a worker is not prepared to be
on emergency stand-by he ought to get out and let
somebody else have the job. That is very negative
and, as the honourable member for Thomastown
said, it places the responsibility back on the worker
rather than on management.
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Management should implement a roster system so
that workers are aware that they may be called out
as emergency replacements and they can therefo~e
take the necessary action. Any management that IS
so incompetent that it fails to advise its workers that
they may be called out is abrogating its duties and
responsibility to ensure it can respond
appropriately. I do not believe the honourable
member for Mornington, who is an honourable man,
would have meant those words to come out the way
they did.
It seems I have won the raffle again; my speech will
again be interrupted by the dinner break.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER - Order! The
honourable member could conclude by the dinner
break.
Mr HAMILTON - That is not likely! The final
reform in the bill is the establishment of the
Victorian Taxi Directorate, which will lead to the
provision of world-dass taxi services in Victoria. The
opposition supports and comrnends that m~ve by
the government. The minister's second-readmg
speech states:
The bill also fonnaUy establishes the Victorian Taxi
Directorate (VfD) ...

Incidentally, if one did not know better, one would
think the Minister for Public Transport was done
over by his counterpart in the other house, the
Minister for Roads and Ports. This is clearly and
unequivocally a public transport system, albeit ~
many cases a door-to-door one or one you can p1ck
up anywhere in the street, yet it has been taken over
and relegated - perhaps' divided evenly' would be
a better way of putting it - to the Minister for
Roads and Ports.
One minister has been charged with the
responsibility for all the activities and func.tions of .
the Victorian Taxi Directorate. That is sensible, but 1t
is not sensible to have two ministers managing
transport. However, the bloke who is in worse
trouble is the Secretary to the Department of
Transport, Mr John McMillan - he has to answer to
two ministers. Honourable members know that it is
difficult to answer to one minister, so they would
appreciate it would be almost impossible to have to
answer to two. Mr McMillan deserves a pat on the
back for serving two ministers. The second-reading
speech states:
The key functions of the VTD are:
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policy development and regulation review -

that is obviously an important function for the
ongoing activities of the directorateindustry and consumer liaison/consultation;

There has to be industry and consumer liaison and
consultation if good policy development is to occur.
These are important functions. The opposition
comrnends the government for the inclusion of those
functions.
Debate on vehicle licensing has continued forever,
and I shall return to that after the suspension of the
Sitting. The VTD will also have the function of driver
certification. The honourable member for
Cranbourne raised some concerns - I am sure they
are genuine concerns - felt by many members and
the industry itself. Its reputation has certainly been
sullied by the negative publicity it has received.
Another function is the enforcement of regulations
and standards. We will see whether the government
has any more luck putting that in place than the
previous government did. It is easy to say but hard
to do.
I understand the taxi directorate has been
established since 14 February and has some 25
officers. In bureaucratic terms it is a fairly small
directorate, but it is gathering - there will be
ongoing development - some excellent s~ff who
are finding their feet, discovering what thell
challenges are and getting on with the job.
Because the current taxi regulations expire in June,
one of the challenges that will have to be met
urgently is the creation of new regulations. They will
have to be devised, revised and put in place to
prevent a hiatus when the sunset provision causes
the current regulations to expire.
If the directorate is to carry out its functions
correctly and put the new or revised. regulatio~ in
place, it must keep in mind the secon~ part of Its
functions - industry and consumer hcuson and
consultation. If the new regulations are to mean
anything they must be devised properly. There is
not a long time between now and June, so that needs
to be done quickly. The new Victorian Taxi
Directorate will have to face some real challenges,
the first of which will be the clarification in some
parts of the industry of the difference between taxis
and hire cars. That is not a new issue. Debate has
been occurring for some 140 years, but it has
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certainly created a great deal of concern for a
nwnber of people and needs to be resolved.
Sitting suspended 6.30 p.m. until 8.04 p.m.
Mr H.t'.MJtTeN - This is the second night in a
row that my observations have been interrupted by
the dinner break. Honourable members must be
pleased we have dinner breaks!
The DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr J. F. McGrath) Order! It could be seen as an opportunity for an
hour and a half's reflection.
Mr HAMILTON - It is not as though I needed
extra time to prepare my speech. So far the
contributions have been made in good spirit; and
given the minister's mellow mood I hope the debate
will continue in the same spirit.
I have addressed some of the issues affecting the
Victorian Taxi Directorate, which the bill establishes.
I have mentioned the need for cooperation on
matters concerning taxis and hire cars. The Victorian
Taxi Association believes the Victorian Taxi
Directorate should control the registration and
operations of hire cars. Perhaps the Minister for
Roads and Ports in another place could take that
suggestion on board and examine whether the
regulation of the hire car industry is as rigorous as
that expected of the taxi industry.

Another area of concern is multipurpose taxis,
relative newcomers to the marketplace. In my
electorate taxi operators are worried that all the
issues have not been properly sorted out
Multipurpose taxis - for example, minibuses
capable of carrying a substantial nwnber of
passengers - are important in the transport of
disabled people, especially those confined to
wheelchairs. The minister, or more importantly the
Director of the Victorian Taxi Directorate, should
take note of those concerns.
The Victorian Taxi Association was consulted when
the bill was introduced. By and large, the association
supports the bill. A letter from the association states
in part:
We see the creation of the VTD -

that is, the Victorian Taxi Directorate as a real opportunity for the industry to work
cooperatively with government to improve standards,
quality and security for taxi users.
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'That is a positive comment on the bill by
representatives of the taxi industry. The letter
suggests that the directorate be responsible for
policy and procedural matters not just for taxis but
also for hire cars. The association also flags a couple
of other areas of possible concern to the industry.
Firstly, the association says it is interested in
maintaining a watching brief on the appeal process
for suspended or cancelled driver certificates. The
penultimate paragraph of the letter should be read
in full:
We are content at this stage to monitor the system
under the control of the VTD as we believe the current
officers of the VTD have the will to pursue properly
their charter of accountabilities.

'That should be seen as a compliment for the officers
working in the Victorian Taxi Directorate.
The letter continues:
However, should we believe that the system does not
result in the desired outcomes, we will pursue a review
of the appeals process.

It is important to record positive as well as critical
references during debates on bills.

As the honourable member for Cranbourne said, a
good deal of the impetus that led to the creation of
the Victorian Taxi Directorate came from the Crime
Prevention Committee. In October last year it
published a report entitled 'Developing A Safer Taxi
Industry'. The report contains some
70 recommendations. In its wisdom the government
has implemented only some of them.
Recommendation no. 1 is:
that a taxi registry be established, within the
Department of Transport, to regulate the taxi industry.

The legislation implements that recommendation.
Recommendation no. 4 is:
that all legislative powers, relevant to the regulation of
the taxi industry, currently afforded the Roads
Corporation, VicRoads or any other government
department, be amended to empower the registrar.

The legislation implements that recommendation,
which all members of the house should support
because it will ensure a far more sensible and
progressive result for the industry.
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Recommendation no. 9 is:
That all taxidrivers display their identification number,
photograph and first name, in a form approved by the
registrar, at all times whilst in charge of a taxi.

That is already operating. It is a good thing because
it gives the public more confidence in any situation
of conflict or misadventure that may take place.
Certain things have not been implemented and I
have no doubt they will be part of the charter of the
VTD to examine.
Recommendation no. 12 states:
That all existing driver certificates be cancelled, and
existing licence holders, wishing to reapply may do so.

That would be a fairly large task. There are some
11 000 certificated drivers and if all the certificates
were cancelled at once and the holders had to
reapply the vro would need more than 25 staff
members.
The report contains recommendations relating to
taxi vehicle inspections, induding a
recommendation that taxis up to two years old
undergo an annual inspection and that taxis
between two and four years old undergo
six-monthly inspections. I ask rhetorically whether
that will be implemented. The minister in another
place may wish to respond.
The report contains a number of recommendations
relating to the safety and the operation of taxis
themselves. Recommendation no. 52 states:
A promotional campaign be supported by the registrar
to market the new initiatives of identification to the
public.

The general public would be pleased that that has
already commenced. Recommendation no. 53 states:
That all vehicles which transport holders of disabled
concession cards be fitted with computerised swipe
readers linked to the drivers PIN, the vehicle
registration, the card holder and the metered fare.

That recommendation is worthy of implementation.
No doubt it could not be implemented without cost
and, as the minister so often tells us, money does not
come out of thin air. Such initiatives must be paid
for and there would need to be some consideration
of how that would be done. Eventually the public
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would pay one way or another; it is just a matter of
how it is seen to be paid for.
Recommendation no. 54 states:
That self-regulation not be proceeded with and that
co-regulation be deferred until such time as the
registrar-

perhaps for 'registrar' we should read 'the
government' is convinced that a cohesive, professional and
representative body exists within the taxi industry.

If that qualification is met there will be no need for

deregulation.
Much of the publidty given to the taxi industry late
last year related to recommendations by the
Industry Commission that we should have complete
deregulation of the industry. In all of the publidty
about the right-wing think tanks like the Tasman
Institute, the Institute of Public Affairs and others
one never sees the name of the most right-wing of
the right-wing think tanks, the Industry
Commission. The commission would have to be one
of the worst organisations ever created. If it is so
good it should deregulate itself out of existence. It
has never come up with anything positive in any of
its recommendations.
I am glad to see that the government, despite its
rhetoric that it believes in deregulation, has not
actually done it. No-one would be game enough to
deregulate the taxi industry -it would be a
complete and utter farce. The government will not
deregulate the taxi industry in the life of this
Parliament. Although it remains to be seen what will
happen in the future, the government will probably
not have the opportunity of doing it because it will
not be in office.
There is no way the government will adopt the
recommendation of the Industry Commission. It was
a stupid recommendation in the first place, as are
most deregulation recommendations. It is utter
rubbish - bovine excrement! - to talk about
deregulation. Deregulation simply means that
someone else other than the government regulates,
whether it be big players in Australia or
multinational finance companies. There is always
regulation; it is just a matter of who does it and who
is accountable. The most accountable body will
always be the Parliament of this state, in which any
government at any time is accountable.
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I have been disappointed by some of the negative
pUblicity given to the taxi industry in the press. In
any industry involving 11 000 people there will be
some who do not do the right thing. However,
anything done by a cab driver makes the newspaper
headlines. Newspapers can give a false impression
of the industry, whereas by and large the services
provided by taxi companies in the Latrobe Valley
and in Melbourne are excellent. My son always
travels in taxis and feels perfectly safe. By and large
the industry is conducted professionally and well. It
is sad and does not do anyone any good when
newspapers come out with negative publicity.
An article entitled 'Regulating taxi operators: some
historical insights' by David J. Williams and Michael
J. Aitken. taken from Occupational Regulation and the
Public Interest, published by the Centre for
Independent Studies of St Leonards, New South
Wales gives a good history of the taxi industry in
Melbourne. The article states on page 175:
In January 1848, the Melbourne City Council (MCC)
petitioned successfully for the legislative committee of
the MCC to frame a by-law to regulate hackney
coaches ... The regulations set standards on such things
as the quality of roadworthiness of the cab, insurance
requirements, driver qualifications and behaviour, the
site of taxi ranks, and maximum fares to be charged.

So taxi fares have always been an item for debate.
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taxi meters, which started a whole new trend of
putting meters in cabs. I remember the yellow cabs
in Melbourne. At that time all the company taxis in
Melbourne were yellow cabs. Some time later the
red cabs and checker cabs were introduced. The
success of the yellow cabs probably gave the
Premier the idea that all the taxis in Melbourne
could be painted pink. I understand the Premier has
now withdrawn that proposition.
In 1927 some 1100 cabs were plying for hire in
Melbourne, and that is when the major arguments
commenced. In 1931 the industry suggested that
only 770 cab licences should be issued, but no limit
was set. The article goes on to record the history of
the regulation of the taxi industry and the number of
licensed taxicabs. There is nothing new in the taxi
industry; the same arguments were around 60 years
ago.
The opposition wishes the bill a speedy passage and
trusts it will assist in controlling the Victorian taxi
industry.
Mr BROWN (Minister for Public Transport) - I
thank the honourable members for Momington,
Cranbourne, Altona, Morwell and Thomastown for
their contributions to what has been a measured
debate where some good points haye been made by
both sides of the house. The glaring exception was
the lead speaker for the opposition, but I will come
to that in a few moments.

Further on the article states:
Motorised taxicabs were introduced to Melbourne
sometime during the period 1902 to 1906 -

I guess they introduced something we would know
as the hire-car system when people who owned automobiles were
approached by nearby residents for rides to specific
destinations at a negotiated price.

That was the beginning of the taxi industry. There
was a deal of consternation when the motorised cabs
came in. The article states:
... horse cab owners feared the competition motorised
cabs presented.

Nothing changes!
In 1924, three Melbourne entrepreneurs introduced
to Melbourne the highly successful yellow cabs from
Chicago. They imported the cabs together with the

The honourable member for Morwell raised some
valid points in his contribution. He said we should
all appreciate the importance of the taxi industry to
the state. The taxi industry is a statewide industry,
not simply a Melbourne industry, and Victoria is
lucky that by and large the proprietors and their
staff provide good service. Unfortunately, as with
any enterprise, a few bad apples can ruin the good
name of the industry. The taxi industry has had
some terrible examples where major crime has been
perpetrated against cab passengers, including
assaults, bashings and even murder.
Mr Hamilton - A few drivers have been hit, too!
Mr BROWN - As the honourable member for
Morwell interjects, the same can be said about
assaults by passengers. In recent years there have
probably been even more stories in the media about
vicious and nasty assaults on taxidrivers, and there
have certainly been a number of cases where they
have been murdered.
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No government can sit idle while there is a need to
ensure the taxi industry is as good as it can posSibly
be in any law-abiding society. The reason that the
all-party parliamentary committee was asked to
inquire into the taxi industry and put forward
recommendations was that the government wanted
to address the problems confronting the industry. It
was keen to ensure a better outcome and provide a
higher standard of service to the travelling public.
The honourable member for Morwell also praised
the government and government members who
contributed to the debate for using the word
'service' when speaking about public transport.
Over the past 18 months the government has had a
purposeful policy direction to change what has been
a system into a service. The process has been slow.
When a government is paying hundreds of millions
of dollars to sustain public transport, as this state
still does, it has the right to expect and demand that
the highest possible service will be delivered. That
was not the case for the full 10 years of the former
Labor government. The transport system became a
horrendously expensive operation. The former
government increased the number of staff and
allowed standards to drop. The unions were calling
the shots.
There is now a general agreement between the
coalition government and all unions representing
the interests of their members in public transport to
jointly find better ways to provide the service, with a
keen eye on the cost. lbat is how the service should
always have operated.
As minister I have been pleased to be involved in
long overdue reforms that are being introduced in
Victoria without open warfare between the
government and the unions. It is better for the state,
better for its citizens who foot the bill and better for
union members.
The honourable member for Morwell expressed
some concern about honourable members
occasionally making mistakes and said they should
be careful when they are throwing mud. He even
indicated a degree of concern that one day I could
make a mistake. I am modest enough to say that a
mistake is always a possibility - and I will be very
conscious of his words in that regard.
In the few minutes I have remaining I will refer to a
mistake I made, which was not as bad as the one
made by the honourable member for Thomastown
who, in attacking each and every employee in
Transport House, effectively labelled them all
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drunkards. That is an outrageous slur that he will
live to regret.
I commend the contribution of the honourable
member for Altona, who gave a measured and well
thought-out speech in addressing the bill. Although
I would not agree with all the points she made, she
tried to argue what she thought were valid points
and conducted herself and represented her party in
a proper manner. Nevertheless, one of the issues
with which I disagree was her statement that
members of the Victoria Police Force are on the
system and are armed.
Prior to the state election one of the coalition's
policies was to ensure that the police took over the
role of protecting the community on publiC
transport. I must say that the feedback I get shows
that the community welcomes that protection.
Members of the community like to have the security
the police force provides.
The honourable member also referred to the
inability of travellers to obtain tickets at some
railway stations. lbat is nothing new. There were
many unmanned stations when the Labor
government was in office. For a long time we have
needed a fully automated ticketing system that
allows patrons to purchase tickets on any station
anywhere in the city of Melbourne, day or night, just
as people can in London, Hong Kong, New York
and anywhere one might wish to travel in the
modem world; even Sydney and Adelaide have
modem transport systems. The government is
dragging Victoria's system up to current standards
so that by the end of next year it will have a
world-class transport system.
The honourable members for Momington and
Cranboume covered a large range of issues which I
will not have time to respond to today. Suffice it to
say they take a keen interest in public transport and
they have certainly served the needs of their electors
well.
Mr Micallef - There is very little public
transport in Cranboume!
Mr BROWN - That is an illustration of how
lacking in understanding some members of the
opposition are. Cranboume is one of the fastest
growing areas in Australia. The government is
currently spending $30 million to electrify the line to
Cranboume. Unlike the Labor Party, which for 10
years lied to the community that it would electrify
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the line to Cranbourne but never did it, the
government has commenced operations.
The honourable member for Thomastown in
attacking public transport employees in Transport
House has done his party a grave disservice. He told
the house that transport employees regularly leave
their workplace to stumble across the road - I think
he said three steps - to a hotel to partake in the
consumption of alcohol.
Mr Cooper - For a heart-starter, he said!
Mr BROWN - The honourable member for
Thomastown used the term 'for a heart-starter'.
Some years ago I made a mistake by attacking Bill
Gurry using information that was subsequently
proved to be wrong. I indicated at the time that my
attack was based on information that I believed to be
true. I subsequently told Mr Gurry that I sincerely
regretted what I said. I have apologised to him and
his family unreservedly, and I do so again tOnight.
The honourable member for Thomastown labelled
as drunkards all the officers working in Transport
House. I do not know whether he made his
statement based on information supplied to him or
whether he fabricated it. The offices at 60 Market
Street are empty, and the offices at 50 Market Street
will soon be empty. The lessees will take control of
the buildings next year because nearly all the public
servants employed by the corporation have moved
into the 17 floors of Transport House.
When I was in opposition I had mixed views about
some of the public servants working for the
corporation. But I have worked with them for the
past 18 months and I have found them to be honest,
decent and hardworking people who take their roles
seriously. The first thing the new chief executive, Ian
Dobbs, did when he took up his job was to place a
total prohibition on the consumption of alcohol in
the workplace - and that included the chief
executive and all senior management. Yet the
honourable member for Thomastown had the
audacity to suggest that public servants leave
Transport House during work hours to go to the pub
to get drunk. He will rue the day he said that. He
has made a mistake; if he is wise, he will face up to
his mistake tonight, withdraw the statement and
apologise unreservedly. Mistakes can be made when
the information given to you turns out to be wrong;
but in this case the honourable member should
withdraw his statement and face up to his mistake.
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The honourable member referred to the Department
of Transport controlling both private and public
sector services, which is true. The government does
not want the Public Transport Corporation to
regulate, control or police its competitors. The
Melbourne-Shepparton and
Melbourne-Warrnambool railway services have
been contracted out and both are working
successfully. It would be wrong if the corporation
acted as the watchdog of those services. The bill
makes the Department of Transport the responsible
authority, not the corporation. That is the way it
should be, and that is the way it will be.
The bill also allows for service agreements. The
corporation will be responsible to the department
for the contracting out of a wide range of services,
including bus services. The honourable member has
constantly raised the issue of the contract with the
National Bus Company, and he raised it again in the
house last week. The firm to which he refers did not
participate in the evaluation of the tenders. The
tender box was taken away by Price Waterhouse,
which independently evaluated the tenders. The
salient feature of the terms of reference given to
Price Waterhouse was that it alone was responsible
for the independent evaluation of the tenders. At no
time did Roger Graham see the tenders; nor was he
given information regarding their content. None of
the other parties called in by Price Waterhouse to
seek clarification of certain aspects of the
advertising, which were made public at the time or
when interest in the tenders was expressed, was
given information regarding the content of the
tenders. The honourable member for Thomastown is
wrong on that issue. I advise him again to examine
what he has said, to make a full retraction and to
apologise to Price Waterhouse. He should pray that
the Price Waterhouse lawyers do not come after him
because of what he has said outside the house. If I
were him, I would take advice, pen a public apology
to Price Waterhouse quick smart and hope for
mercy. The honourable member laughs, but he may
rue the day he made the statements.
Timetables are free at specific stations but the
corporation has been forced to impose a 20 cent
charge because many children have been taking
handfuls of timetables for no reason and throwing
them away further down the track. Adults were
taking them to read just to fill in time.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER - Order! I am of the
opinion that the second reading of this bill is
required to be passed by an absolute majority. As
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there is not an absolute majority of the members of
the house present I ask the Clerk to ring the bells.

should apply to those listed in proposed subsections
l(d), (e) and (f).

Bells rung.

There should not be one rule for one class of workers
and another rule for others. The government should
treat all the people who carry out safety functions
equally regardless of how their positions are
defined. The same applies to the managers and
supervisors of the people who work on our trams
and in trains. The amendments are sensible and the
opposition will be disappointed if the government
does not accept them. If the government is fair
dinkum - if it is trying to set up a culture which
says that alcohol has no place in the workplace the same rules should apply to workers, supervisors
and managers.

Required number of members having assembled
in chamber:
Motion agreed to by absolute majority.
Read second time.
Committed.

Committee
Clauses 1 to 11 agreed to.
Clause 12
Mr BATCHELOR (Thomastown) - I move:
1.

Clause 12, page 9, line 32, after "stock" insert "or as a
manager or supervisor of a person working in any
such capacity".

2.

Clause 12, page 9, line 34, after "a" insert "manager
or".

3.

Clause 12, page 9, line 38, after "a" insert "manager
or".

4.

Clause 12, page 10, line 3, after "response" insert "or
as a manager or supervisor of a person with such
duties".

5.

Clause 12, page 10, line 4, after "officer" insert "or as
a manager or supervisor of an authorised officer".

I wish to reply to some of the comments the minister
made during his contribution to the second-reading
debate because they are pertinent to the
amendments, which seek to add to the definition of
'safety work' in clause 12. The amendments add to
the definition of work carried out by managers and
supervisors of people undertaking safety work. As I
said during the second-reading debate, the
definition contains a number of prOvisions that the
opposition is seeking to amend.
In some circumstances it is acknowledged that

workers in the maintenance and construction areas
must have zero blood alcohol contents. The
opposition argues that in those cases supervisors
and managers should have to submit to the same
requirement. The same zero blood alcohol content
requirements that apply to the employees referred to
in proposed subsections l(a), (b) and (c) of section
93 - drivers, guards, conductors and the like -

The minister said that the new Chief Executive of the
Public Transport Corporation had issued
instructions that the work environment was to be
alcohol free, a move the opposition applauds. But it
is a pity that the government has not implemented
the suggestions made by the opposition. That would
set an example and build a better team spirit.
The other point I take up concerns the absolutely
wild and exaggerated extrapolations made by the
minister. At no stage did I say that each and every
employee at Transport House could be labelled a
drunkard. What the minister said was untrue. I ask
that commonsense prevails. I have been told that in
the past people have been sacked because of
drunken behaviour. It is a practice which is
absolutely unacceptable and which the new chief of
the corporation is trying to end. I applaud the action
taken by Mr Dobbs. But if the government is serious
in backing up Mr Dobbs, it will accept the
oppositions amendments. That will be the true test.
The amendments have been moved en bloc because
they deal with the same issue.
As can be seen, the first amendment will make
managers and supervisors subject to the same
regulations as the people they supervise. How could
the government be described if it rejects the
amendments? The opposition has put forward a
reasonable and sensible proposition that the
government apparently will not accept even though
it accords with the actions taken by the new chief of
the PTc.
It is hypocritical of the government to claim that
there is no place for alcohol in the PTC workplace
and that any workers who do not comply will be
penalised by the courts while saying that the
requirements outlined in the bill will not apply to
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people in managerial and supervisory positions.
There is no question that they do, and they should
be applied by the government. The situation should
have been rectified by now and I am surprised by
the government's apparent reluctance to accept the
amendments.
I will be interested to see how the minister attempts
to extend or expand on the statements I have made.
It is untrue that I have attacked each and every
employee at Transport House. The minister is
incorrect. I have not labelled them as drunkards.
People who leave the building for those reasons
deserve the criticism I have levelled at them. I would
have expected the minister to criticise those people.
If the Minister for Public Transport cannot criticise

the people to whom I have referred he should stand
up and indicate the government's support for the
proposed amendments. They are straightforward
and the government should be supporting them.
The fact that the government is not supporting the
proposed amendments shows clear hypocrisy on its
part!
Mr BROWN (Minister for Public Transport) - I
respond firstly to what the lead speaker for the
opposition is saying now. My recollection is that he
said there were people - 'stumbling' I think was the
word he used - only three paces from Transport
House to a hotel to have what he called a
'heart-starter'. That is what I thought he said.
Mr Batchelor interjected.
Mr BROWN - The honourable member disputes
that he said that. I will need to check the record
tomorrow - perhaps even the tape - to check on
exactly what he said. I understood him to say
employees were in effect stumbling from Transport
House to a pub near their work to consume alcohol.
If that is what he said, the implication is that all the
workers at Transport House are under suspicion of
having done that.
Mr Batchelor interjected.
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that you cast aspersions on people at Transport
House and said they were leaving work, stumbling
to a hotel to consume alcohol.
Mr Batchelor interjected.
Mr BROWN - I hope I am wrong, for your sake!
The implication is that the honourable member said
there were drunkards at Transport House. That is
certainly how it came across to me. I repeat: we will
check the record.

I refer to matters raised in respect of the provisions
relating to zero blood alcohol content. I make it clear
that the government will not accept the proposed
amendments on good grounds. The lead speaker for
the opposition cited an example of a worker called.
out after hours for some wtforeseen reason such as a
staff shortage or an accident - that is, being called
on urgently to respond and go on duty. Such a
situation is the exception rather than the norm. It
does not happen regularly that staff will be called on
after they have knocked off, but if that were the case
and a staff member were called on for duty for an
operational reason, to drive a tram or a train - and
if it were a train the driver might have several
hundred people in his charge - the expectation
would certainly be that if the person had recently
been consuming alcohol he would tell the
immediate supervisor who would be" making the
phone call that he could not come in if it is to drive a
train. That would be the obvious response if the guy
had consumed an amount of alcohol and was called
in to drive a train or tram or undertake duties
requiring safety procedures.
Firstly, for some time it has already been that way
for bus drivers. I am not aware of problems that
have arisen for bus drivers who are subject to the
requirement. It is wtfair that only bus drivers are
responsible at law not to consume alcohol and not to
have any alcohol concentration in their blood while
they are driving buses when the same requirement
does not exist for drivers of trams or trains that
usually have much higher numbers of passengers on
board. The government is extending the requirement
so that it covers all employees in similar roles.

Mr BROWN - Unless you name who it is - Mr Micallef interjected.
Mr Batchelor interjected.
Mr BROWN - You did not qualify it. What are
you saying? Only a few? I will need to check. The
suspicion will be in the minds of my staff when they
hp;- r '."ha! has been alleged. As I said, we will need
to check the record, but my recollection is clearly

Mr BROWN - I am coming to that - that is
right, except staff; not just supervisors and managers
but other staff throughout the work force: for
example, office workers in general, stenographers
and secretaries, and people who clean the buildings.
Obviously there is no need for them to be subject to
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the requirement to have zero blood alcohol
concentrations when they are not in charge of
vehicles or directly responsible for safety
procedures. There is no valid reason why the people
to whom I have referred should have such a
requirement applied to them.
I agree that an educational process must be
undertaken in respect of the measures the
government is introducing. The government does
not propose to introduce the changes reflected in the
provisions of the bill until! January of next year.
Sufficient time will be available for an educative
process to be undertaken by the employees who will
be directly involved. in the provision of the services
to which the bill relates. As I said, the measure
applies primarily to operational and safety roles.
The proposed amendments are not only
unnecessary; they are unjustified. The bill applies
statutory zero blood alcohol content controls on
workers who would most obviously have the
potential to cause a serious accident if they were
affected. by alcohol. As I said, they are workers who
drive trains, trams or buses and those who are
engaged. in support activities to back up the public
transport services. The provisions will enhance
safety on public transport.
In drawing up the forms of work to be covered
under the provisions relating to zero blood alcohol
content the government looked closely at relevant
legislation in other jurisdictions, including the
United Kingdom and New South Wales. Legislation
in those jurisdictions does not cover the areas
suggested. by the proposed amendments.

Officers of the Department of Transport and the
Public Transport Corporation negotiated
exhaustively with both management and the unions
on the proposals. Agreement was reached with the
unions - basically the public transport union which, as I said, worked. through various processes
exhaustively. Initially the pOSition of the union
officers - I emphasise 'initially' - was that
everybody in the PTC should be covered by
statutory zero blood alcohol content controls. The
view was not pursued.. The union officers turned. to
other aspects of the zero blood alcohol content
package and the negotiations were fruitful and
amicable. The views expressed by both sides
resulted. in the bill that is being considered by the
COlTh-nittee tonight.
The bill represents a major reform in public
transport. If the legislation were to cover supervisors
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and managers as the proposed amendments require,
the bill would be an overkill. Clearly a line had to be
drawn somewhere. Nobody would argue that
janitors should be subject to provisions relating to
zero blood alcohol content. The government
maintains that the people who operate vehicles and
those who are responsible for safe working
programs are those who should be covered by the
provisiOns, as they are in modem systems around
the world.
Nevertheless I point out clearly that the government
has the view that alcohol should not be consumed at
work, even by janitors. While anyone is at work, for
whatever hours he or she is employed and paid by
the taxpayer, he or she should not consume alcohol.
That is the view of the government. The statutory
provisions relating to zero blood alcohol content are
introduced to apply to those to whom they should
obviously apply, that is, those whose work could
result in lives being jeopardised. It is hard to
argue - even the unions did not pursue such a line
of argument - that a person sitting in an office who
does not get out and does not have direct control,
that is, an operational approach to a train, tram or
bus, could potentially place the life of anyone in
jeopardy. However, that is clearly so in respect of
the work undertaken by operators.
The government is not prepared. to accept the
proposed amendments. They would extend the
provisions relating to zero blood alcohol content to
people who in no way, shape or form should
sensibly be required to be subject to the provisions.
Mr COOPER (Momington) - The minister has
pointed out to the house the Significant difference
between good management practice and legislative
strictures on matters such as we are now addressing.
It is clear that by way of amendment the opposition
wants to extend legislative control over an area that
should simply be a matter of good management
practice. As the minister said, the Chief Executive of
the Public Transport Corporation had insisted on no
drinking on the job, and he is determined. to see that
that applies to all employees in the transport arena.
The purpose of the bill is to create a legislative
control over safety workers so that people who use
the public transport system are guaranteed that staff
running the system, the drivers, train controllers,
signallers and so on, will not be affected by alcohol
during working hours. That is simple commonsense.
One wonders where it would finish if it were
extended to the general management area. Officers
of the Public Transport Corporation and the
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Department of Transport should not be affected by
legislative stricture of that type. For that reason the
government will reject the amendments.

Markillies Hotel to have a heart-starter, that they are
derelict in their duties and that they are less than
desirable employees and citizens of this state.

I also wish to address another matter raised by the
honourable member for Thomastown: his response
to the intemperate remarks he made about
employees at Transport House during his
contribution to the second-reading debate. I have a
clear recollection of his remarks, which were made
not long before he finished his contribution. I was
the speaker who followed him and I addressed his
remarks as soon as I stood up. Tomorrow the
Hansard record will show - and if it does not the
tapes will, and they may need to be examined
carefully if Hansard does not show it - what the
honourable member for Thomastown said. He said
that employees from Transport House stumbled
across the road to Markillies Hotel for heart-starters.
He did not qualify his remarks and say it was one or
two employees, he put a blanket over every
employee at Transport House. He targeted them and
labelled them with the tag of drunkards and
alcoholics having to go over the road for
heart-starters in the morning. That clearly is a
nonsense, as the minister has pointed out, but it is a
disgraceful slur on the reputations of hundreds of
employees in Transport House. The remark should
be withdrawn by the honourable member at the
earliest opportunity.

The honourable member has a further opportunity
before the committee stage has finished to withdraw
and apologise, and I hope he takes that opportunity.
The honourable member cannot evade culpability
for his remarks. He should be honourable for
perhaps once in his life and withdraw and apologise.

I am disappointed that the earliest opportunity has
passed and he has neither withdrawn the remark
nor apologised. He knows he said it and he knows
he is wrong; he has already intimated that by
weaving and ducking around and trying to make
out to the chamber that he did not make those
remarks. The record will show that the honourable
member for Thomastown has led himseU into the
position of having slurred the character of hundreds
of public transport employees who work in
Transport House. He should apologise and
withdraw unreservedly. To do anything else would
be to leave that slur on these people.
Longstanding members of this house know that
occasionally we say things in the heat of debate that
afterwards we wish we had not said or had put in
another way. I am sure that deep in his heart the
honourable member for Thomastown wishes he had
expressed himself in a different way. But the reality
is that he did not do that and the people at Transport
House will hear tomorrow through the inevitable
grapevine that their reputations have been slurred
and that they have been described as drunkards and
as people who need to stumble across the road to

Mr HAMILTON (Morwell) - I wish to return to
the debate on the amendments before the committee
from which I believe by accident or intent the debate
has moved well away. I do not wish to jOin in the
pontificating that has been evident during this
debate. The amendments refer to clause 12 and to
those managers or supervisors of people involved in
safety work. I have heard the remarks of the
minister and the honourable member for
Momington, who say that it is important for a
message to be given to the public that people
driving buses, trams and trains or carrying out
direct operations will have zero blood alcohol
readings. That is an important point and I support it.
However, it is equally important that the managers
and supervisors of those people should be
unimpaired by alcohol. If a manager or supervisor
gives incorrect instructions, the worker is left in an
invidious pOSition. Does he or she deliberately
disobey that instruction because he or she knows it
to be wrong? I consider that to be an important and
a logical point in terms of the amendments the
committee is considering. There was no way that the
amendments implied that there should be a zero
blood alcohol content for a janitor or a typist.
I am pleased to hear the minister say that there is a
general policy in Transport House - -

Honourable members interjecting.
The CHAIRMAN (Mr J. F. McGrath) -Order!
The honourable members on the opposition benches
are making it extremely difficult for the honourable
member for Morwell to make his contribution.
Mr HAMILTON - Actually, I was not too
worried about it. My point is that the amendments
are directed to managerial decisions, and those
decisions should not be affected by alcohol.
I do not know whether the minister is a teetotaller,
but I am sure that if he had to make a difficult
decision under pressure he would not wish his
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judgment to be impaired by alcohol or any other
inebriating substance.

supervisors and those down the line who have to
implement the decisions.

It is just as important that the decisions of people

If the government is serious about the safety of the
system it should be looking at it on that basis and
not resorting to cheap political point scoring, as
government members have done in this debate
when the shadow minister attempted to make a
point about the government's different treatment of
category workers.

who are direct managers or supervisors, or safety
workers, as they are defined in the bill, should not
be influenced by alcohol. Therefore the zero blood
alcohol provision is perfectly logical, and is a pity
that the input of these amendments has been
somewhat detracted from by the divergence of the
debate. It would have been better if all honourable
members understood why the amendments were
moved so they could be considered on their merits.
Mr MICALLEF (Springvale) - It is always
interesting to follow the honourable member for
Momington who, in his exaggerated way, sounds as
though he has had a few heart-starters before he
came into the house because he seems to get into the
gutter very easily. For someone to whom I have
listened for many years to denigrate workers with
the hypocritical garbage that he has come up with is
pretty hard to take.
I have heard the honourable member in debate after
debate getting stuck into the workers as malingerers,
especially in respect of WorkCare and industrial
relations matters. The honourable member for
Momington is always attacking the worker. Today
the committee has heard his garbage in defence of
certain categories of workers.
The intent of the amendments is to treat workers on
an equal basis. If you introduce regulations for one
category of workers and then single them out in an
organisation where some very serious and
responsible decisions are made you have to sell that
to the workers.
The minister is attempting to make a difference
between the people who are driving trains and
trams and those who are driving the system. As the
honourable member for Morwell pointed out,
managers and supervisors have many
responsibilities - sometimes more than the person
who is driving a tram or a bus. By introducing a
category of regulation to apply within one part of
the workplace, the shadow minister is extending
that category to all workers in the organisation.
I will remind honourable members who are ignorant
of the fact that the general duty of care provision
under the occupational health and safety regulations
states that the government is responsible for the
health and safety of all employees within an
organisation, and that includes managers and

The general duty of care provision makes it a
responsibility for the government, and the
regulations under that act are binding on the Crown.
The government is responsible for providing a safe
working system and has the added responsibility of
protecting the general public when transporting
people.
I suggest that the minister look at those amendments
properly and listen to the arguments instead of
resorting to cheap point scoring, and if he does so he
may receive some cooperation from the opposition.
If the minister is going to consider zero blood
alcohol requirements - and he talked about an
education program - it means that people who go
out with the honourable member for Warmambool
when he holds his social functions will not be able to
drink alcohol the night before because it takes
several hours for it to diSSipate from the body. That
is especially the case for women, who will be
discriminated against because alcohol affects
women in a different way from men. It is a
scientifically proven fact - -

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr MICALLEF - I have been on the Social
Development Committee inquiry into drink-d.riving
where experts have appeared before that
committee - and you might laugh and be
smart--

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr MICALLEF - I am not an expert; however I
have listened to experts.

The CHAIRMAN - Order! It would assist the
debate if honourable members made their comments
through the Chair and not across the table. I direct
my remarks to all honourable members sitting at the
table.
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Mr MICALLEF - Alcohol takes a long time to
dissipate from the body, so it curtails people's social
activities the night before. If one wanted to have a
zero blood alcohol level that would create a lot of
concern amongst the work force, and that needs to
be treated sensitively. However, the point I am
making is that if the government is going to
introduce that measure for one category of workers,
why not introduce it across the board? That is all the
shadow minister is saying. Government members
should refrain from their cheap political point
scoring and the henchmen sitting at the back of the
chamber should be sent out for the night to have a
few heart-starters!

their supposed consumption of alcohol during
working hours. I know the dim view I believe they
will take.

Mr BROWN (Minister for Public Transport) - I
have heard all the contributions in this debate in the
past hour. There is nothing that has been said that
would change the government's view in any way,
and I shall focus on the issue before the Chair, which
is whether it is reasonable, right and proper for the
government of the day to place the same legal
requirement on people who are in direct operational
control of trams and trains as people who drive
buses: that they not be intoxicated while in control of
the vehicle.

Mr BATCHELOR (Thomastown) - I want to
clarify some misapprehensions. The government has
extended the debate and the meaning of the
amendments. They do not provide that every person
who works for the department should be required to
have a zero blood alcohol level.

It is also right and proper, as is the case around the
world - I have checked the situation in the United
Kingdom and in New South Wales -that the
provision should extend to staff involved in work
safety-related undertakings such as signalling.

The fallacious argument that is being put forward is
that because we are going to require these
employees to guarantee to the public that they are
not drunk while in charge of taking patrons around
the system, we are going to extend it to everybody.
It is a ridiculous assertion and there is no Validity to
the suggestion. It is like a young kid on the street
seeing a younger child with a new toy, going up and
smashing the toy on the pretext that 'If I can't have
one, you won't have one either'.
The opposition is saying that because the people
who should be required to be free of alcohol when in
charge of a vehicle that transports the travelling
public around the state are so required, we want to
extend the provision to everybody. The matter has
been debated with the unions, who were not keen to
have it brought in in the first place. I am sure that
members of the unions involved will not thank the
opposition for this. They will say 'To hen with that
idea', just as the workers at Transport House will
make their judgments when they read what has
been said by the opposition spokesman in relation to

I suggest to the honourable member for
Thomastown and to the opposition that the union
movement will not support the extension of this
provision to every worker in the department. It is
right and proper that officers employed by the
department around the state should be subject to
this provision, but the government does not accept
that it should be extended to all employees and
accordingly both here and in another place the
government will not accept the amendments.

Mr Perrin - The honourable member for
Springvale said that.
Mr BATCHELOR - The amendments are
specific. They relate to managers or supervisors of
those people carrying out safety work. They relate
only to the units doing what is defined as safety
work, which is set out in the bill. They do not relate
to typists, janitors or anyone else that the minister
tried to extend them to. He knows that. The
amendments deal only with those areas where
safety work is being carried out The definition
suggests that some supervisors already ought to be
included in the parameters of a requirement for a
zero blood alcohol level. It is mischievous for the
minister to suggest that the amendment extends the
provision to every worker. That is not the case and
the minister knows that full well.

It is common practice these days for work teams to
establish a mode of sensible working conditions. We
suggest that those who are involved in work teams
and those who have direct and indirect work
responsibility for the safe working operations of the
public transport system should have the same sorts
of restrictions applied to them. If it is good enough
for operational workers, it is good enough for their
supervisors and managers. We do not suggest
anything beyond thallf the government were fair
dinkum about perpetuating a culture that provides
no place for alcohol for these types of employees, it
would readily accept the amendments. However, it
is misrepresenting what the opposition says and
trying to put words in my mouth, saying that I have
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attacked every worker at Transport House. The
honourable member for Momington said it was a
blanket condemnation that covered everybody; that
is simply not the case and the minister and the
honourable member know it, and if that was the
impression that was made because of the comments
made by the honourable member for Momington or
by the minister, it is unfortunate and it is they who
should be apologising.
More importantly the minister and the government
should be attempting to change the culture to
introduce a non-alcohol regime in the workplace. If
it is good enough for the workers, it is good enough
for the supervisors and the managers. It is good to
have a system where people work happily together
in constructive work teams, understand safe work
practices and absolutely and unconditionally reject
the need for alcohol during their work process. The
opposition rejects any attempt by the minister and
the honourable member for Momington to say
anything different. They have changed the words
and the context, but it will not fool anyone because
the people at the coalface, the operational workers
and those who supervise and manage them, reject
alcohol in the workplace. There is no reason why the
government should not accept these amendments.
Amendments negatived; clause agreed to; clauses
13 to 31 agreed to.
Reported to house without amendment.
Reported adopted.

Third reading
The SPEAKER - Order! As a statement was
made under section 85(c) of the Constitution Act, I
am of the opinion that the third reading of this bill is
required to be passed by an absolute majority. As
there is not an absolute majority of the members of
the house present, I ask the Clerk to ring the bells.
Bells rung.
Required number of members having assembled
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ROAD SAFETY (AMENDMENT) BILL
Returned from Council with message relating to
amendments.
Ordered to be considered next day.

WITNESS PROTECTION
(AMENDMENT) BILL
Second reading
Debate resumed from 31 March; motion of
Mr McNAMARA (Minister for Police and
Emergency Services).
Mr HAERMEYER (Yan Yean) - The bill
removes a sunset clause placed in the original
legislation at the request of the current Minister for
Police and Emergency Services when it was
introduced in 1991. I suggest that this bill should not
have been necessary; if the minister had concerns
about the original bill at some stage it would have
been possible to have moved amendments to it.
Instead we must go though this exercise of removing
the sunset clause.
The sunset clause expired on 22 April, but as this bill
to remove that sunset clause was introduced into the
house prior to that date the legislation will have
some continuity. However, I understand that there
are some potential problems which I hope will not
eventuate in the hiatus between the expiration of the
sunset clause and the proclamation of the bill. If
charges are laid under the provisions of the bill they
will have to be held in abeyance until the bill is
proclaimed.
The opposition supports the bill. It notes that the
witness protection legislation was introduced by the
former Labor government. All honourable members
should acknowledge that it was trailblazing
legislation. It is my understanding that Victoria had
the first such legislation and set the scene for many
of the recommendations that came out of the federal
joint committee on the National Crime Authority
report into witness protection in 1989.

in chamber:

Motion agreed to by absolute majority.
Read third time.
Passed remaining stages.

It is also understood that further major changes are
to be introduced to this legislation in the spring
session. Those changes are complementary to
commonwealth legislation soon to be introduced.
That situation is well overdue. It is necessary for
there to be a national approach to witness
protection. Witness protection is not a matter that
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can be handled in isolation by any individual state,
for reasons which I will come to shortly.
At the moment Victoria handles about 6 to 10 new
witness protection cases each year. A total of about
40 witnesses are currently under protection.
It is extremely important to understand that
information from informers is responsible for the
detection of and the solution to a great number of
crimes in this state. It must be acknowledged that,
particularly in the case of crimes such as drug
trafficking, illegal gambling, sale of illegal
pornography, crimes associated with organised
prostitution and usury, it is often unlikely that
someone will lodge a complaint to bring about
charges relating to those crimes. That was
highlighted by the Stewart royal commission.

That royal commission pointed out that the failure
of law enforcement agencies in Australia to come to
tenns with organised crime groups is directly
related to the absence of a flow of information from
traditional informers. The sorts of informers that
police traditionally deal with are not the sorts of
informers who will make any great revelations
about organised crime. It is essential to somehow
permeate those organised criminal groups and
extract some witnesses from those groups to be able
to effect prosecutions.
Mr Justice Stewart recommended the cultivation of
minor figures in organised criminal groups as
witnesses against the principals. To secure
cooperation of such minor figures it is necessary to,
firstly, assure substantially reduced penalties in
return for cooperation and, secondly, assure those
people of protection against reprisals by former
associates. Those reprisals are not simply threats; in
the past they have been very much the fact.

Although the history of the intimidation of
witnesses in Australia is not as colourful or
extensive as that of the United States of America,
there is evidence to suggest that figures suspected of
cooperating with police, or the families of those
suspected of cooperating with police, may be
murdered to prevent them from testifying as a
payback for having testified in the first place. A
pertinent example in Victoria is the case of Douglas
and Isabel Wilson. A report of the commonwealth
parliamentary jOint committee on the National
Crime Authority titled Witness Protection reinforces
that very case:
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On 28 May 1978 Duncan Robb, a heroin addict and
dealer, was arrested for possession of heroin and gave
information to Customs and Narcotics Bureau officers
naming Douglas Wilson and Clark as his suppliers. He
was granted bail on 29 May and according to the
Stewart Royal Commission on 2 June Clark and two
associates picked him up and took him to Ku-ring-gai
Chase National Park where Clark assaulted him with a
baseball bat, breaking his left elbow and a bone in his
left hand. Douglas and lsabel Wilson, heroin addicts
and, according to the Stewart Royal Commission,
distributors for the syndicated, were arrested along
with Clarlc in Brisbane on 9 June 1978. On 12 June the
Wilsons were interviewed for three and a half hours by
officers of the Queensland drug squad and the Federal
Narcotics Bureau. They provided details of the
syndicate's methods of heroin importation and
distribution as well as information on the murder of
Lewis and the assault on Robb. In April 1979 Clark
arranged through Robert Trimbole to have the Wilsons
killed because he had discovered they were informers
and Gianfranco Tizzoni once again hired BazIey to
carry out the murders. Their bodies were found, poorly
concealed at a beach at Rye on Port Phillip Bay, in May
1979 but it was not until April 1986 that Bazley was
convicted of their murders.

That report is peppered with examples of
intimidation, murder, physical assaults and threats
such as those against witnesses in organised crime
cases. Each example gives enforcers of organised
crime a powerful psychological edge when they
threaten other potential witnesses. To a potential
witness it then becomes not just a threat but
something that is very much a reality. Every time
one of those examples is allowed to become real,
organised crime has another major victory by
discouraging many other potential witnesses from
testifying.
The parliamentary joint committee's Witness
Protection report refers to numerous examples of
constant harassment, physical attacks on witnesses
and their families, and even contracts on their lives.
If informers live in fear of their lives or physical
wellbeing - or the lives or physical wellbeing of
their families - they are far less likely to cooperate
with police. That amounts to a victory for organised
crime, thugs, enforcers and criminals.
Society has an obligation to protect all witnesses, not
just those in organised crime cases. There is a greater
need in organised crime cases because crime groups
habitually and methodically resort to violence and
intimidation of witnesses to avoid detection and
punishment.
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Arrangements for protection of such witnesses need
to be more elaborate; and they need to continue after
the trial is over. They sometimes need to continue
for the rest of a witness's life. It is clearly in the
interests of the state to provide protection to such
witnesses. However, without such protection the
principals of organised crime groups will not be
brought to trial.
The report on witness protection points out that
probably the most effective and widely recognised
witness protection system in the world today is the
Marshall system developed in the United States of
America. That system is almost totally dependent on
relocation of witnesses and immediate anonymity
under new identities. The program provides
codification of assistance to ensure that witnesses do
not use new identities to reoffend or avoid
obligations under civil and family law. It provides
24-hour safe house protection only during the period
of the trial.
Witness protection in Australia has traditionally
been left to the states. Only Victoria and New South
Wales, together with the Australian Federal Police
and the NCA, have effective witness protection
systems and legislation. A witness protection
scheme must be flexible, depending on the assessed
level of threat. Often increased protection for
witnesses in their homes is sufficient. However, in a
small number of cases - they are the high-profile
cases that tend to attract attention - that is not a
safe course of action. However, 24-hour safe house
protection is not feasible as a long-term method of
post-trial protection because it imposes pressure on
witnesses and is prohibitively expensive.
In 1982, well prior to the introduction of the current

Witness Protection Act in Victoria, the cost of
providing witness protection in just one case was
$4.5 million. That was because it was predominantly
based on safe house-type protection. An article by
John Silvester, which I recommend to anybody
interested in the subject, and dated 10 April points
out the costs involved in providing safe house
protection. He states:
To guard one witness for a week would normally take
a team of six police, costing about $13 500 including
wages, food, rent and cars.

Victoria currently has 40 people in its witness
protection program and I understand the amount
required to provide witness protection in Victoria
this financial year under the current legislation is
$1.5 million - that is $1.5 million to protect 40
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people as against $4.5 million in the 1982 case. It is
important to make sure that relocation in other
states is facilitated and provided for by an effective
witness protection scheme. However, difficulties
arise when relocating witnesses across state
boundaries, particularly in states where there is
either no legislation or inadequate legislation to
facilitate witness protection. Witnesses live under
new names. They cannot obtain social security
benefits, file tax returns or obtain drivers licences
tha t would stand inspection.
Clearly, if one is to make a witness protection
system attractive - and make it work - that
situation cannot be sustained or tolerated. A national
approach to witness protection must be adopted. It
must be supported by complementary federal and
state legislation. I understand that will be
forthcoming in the spring session. The legislation
must give clear legislative authority for the
relocation of witnesses. A national witness
protection agency must maintain a central, secure
register with full details of the relocation. It must
identify the change, including the person's criminal
record under their old identity.
To illustrate the difficulty associated with relocating
witnesses across state boundaries I again refer to
John Silvester's article of 10 April. Mr Silvester
reports the case study of a Miss Jones, an assumed
name to protect her identity. Miss Jones was a
prostitute in Melbourne who was running drugs and
guns before she became a protected witness. She
was given indemnity from prosecution by the
Victorian, New South Wales and federal
governments in exchange for giving evidence
against a former detective, Roger Rogerson. She was
given a police guard when her life was at risk and
was relocated to South Australia and given a fresh
identity after the 1990 court case. She went to work
as a clerk in a government department.
Basically Miss Jones reformed almost entirely and
married a policeman. She led a normal life for a
number of years. However, authorities in that state
discovered her background and informed her
husband. The marriage broke up. She was
constantly harassed by South Australian authorities
to the extent that she left the witness protection
scheme and fled to Tasmania.
The witness protection scheme must ensure that
when a witness is relocated to another state all the
good work that has been done in providing a new
identity and a new start in life is not blown because
of inadequate legislation. There are problems with
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the system as it currently operates. It is not an
inadequacy in the state legislation, it is an
inadequacy in our approach to witness protection on
a national basis. I look forward to legislation in the
spring sessional period that will facilitate that
national approach.

Mr E. R. SMITH (Glen Waverley) - The
National Crime Authority (State Provisions)
(Amendment) Bill is a short bill that extends the
sunset provision. Concern was expressed by all
members of the former Legal and Constitutional
Committee, which investigated the witness
protection program. The sunset clause was not a
matter of concern to only the then opposition, it was
also of concern to other members at the time - Jean
McLean, Joan Coxsedge, Mr Long and the then
honourable member for Pascoe Vale. The legislation
was new and it was dangerous. Changing people's
identities can be beneficial in some cases.
The events cited by the honourable member for Yan
Yean and referred to in Mr Silvester's article had a
dramatic effect on Miss Jones. We are all aware of
how easy it is to change names and addresses in
government departments - I shall not go into that
because I do not want to blow it, but it is easy and
can be misused.
In the forthcoming sessional period a number of
issues will be examined, such as changing the names
and identities of individuals and families, the
licensing system, motor car driver licences and so
on. The system has worked well, but concern has
been expressed about what can go wrong, not only
for the people who have decided to turn Queen's
evidence but also in cases where the system has
assisted somebody who may have committed other
crimes by changing his or her identity and allowing
that person to escape punishment.

The extension of the sunset clause should be under
constant review by both sides of the house. There
should be a bipartisan view because witness
protection can be dangerous and can be misused in
the wrong hands.
Costs were another issue of concern and were one of
the reasons why the former Chief Commissioner of
Police, Mr Glare, initially approached the committee
and the government of the day. I remember the
current minister and me talking with Mr Glare about
the incredible costs of prOviding witness protection.
The police were doing it anyway, it was an open
secret, and the committee was trying as best it could
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to legalise what was already common, although not
widespread, activity within the police force.
As a member of that committee I am confident that
that program has been working as well as one could
expect. Complaints have been made and the Deputy
Ombudsman has investigated the matter. I should
like another briefing between now and the spring
sessional period. I am sure that when I go along the
minister will allow the honourable member for Yan
Yean to attend so that the bipartisan approach can
continue. This is an important and potentially
dangerous piece of legislation that has to be
constantly monitored.
As the minister has said, it is a short bill that has
wide ramifications. I commend the bill to the house.

Mr McNAMARA (Minister for Police and
Emergency Services) - I thank the honourable
members for Yan Yean and Glen Waverley for their
contributions to debate on the bill. The legislation
provides for an extension of the witness protection
scheme for a further three-year period. There is an
difference between the date when the act is deemed
to come into operation, 22 April 1994, and the date
when I have been advised the current act sunsets, 26
april1994. I am sure the legislative advisers will
ensure that that is remedied. The matter raised by
the honourable member for Yan YeaR will be picked
up in the process if there is any slip between the cup
and the lip. I commend both honourable members
for their contributions to the debate.
The legislation received tripartisan support in 1991
when it was introduced, and subsequently has
received support from both sides of the house in the
process of renewal. The government recognises the
value of a witness protection scheme. Certain
individuals who have information on criminal
matters and who may to some degree be implicated
in the crimes can help the criminal justice process by
providing evidence to police and testifying in court,
leading to the apprehension of offenders involved in
serious criminal matters and a higher level of
convictions. The future lives of those men and
women must be protected. That is precisely what the
witness protection program is all about.
The SPEAKER - Order! The time appointed by
sessional orders for me to interrupt the business of
the house has now arrived.
Sitting continued on motion of Mr GUDE
(Minister for Industry and Employment).
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Mr McNAMARA (Minister for Police and
Emergency Services) - The bill provides for new
birth certificates and the establishment of new
identities for those individuals who provide
evidence in court cases which assists police in
convicting serious criminals. The witness protection
program will be reviewed continually and the
government intends to make further amendments to
the legislation.
I accept the point raised by the honourable member
for Yan Yean about getting a more integrated
approach between other state jurisdictions and the
commonwealth because that can only provide
greater effectiveness in the scheme. We must rely on
other jurisdictions not only for new drivers licences
but also for new social security identities. Although
those provisions will need to be refined in the
future, the bill assists police in apprehending serious
offenders, and I hope it will make society safer for
all.
Motion agreed to.
Read second time.
Passed remaining stages.

ADJOURNMENT
Mr GUDE (Minister for Industry and
Employment) - I move:
That the house do now adjourn.

Generation Victoria: redundancies
Mr HAMILTON (Morwell) - I raise an
important matter for the attention of the Minister for
Energy and Minerals concerning a number of
workers in the Latrobe Valley employed by
Generation Victoria. I do not raise this matter to
score political points because it should be treated
with sensitivity and sympathy by the minister.
Presently some 700 workers employed by
Generation Victoria are at a loss to know where their
future is.
By and large they are average workers who need
advice and they are paranoid about the state of
limbo they are now in. They visit my office, and any
other place they can think of, seeking advice on
what they should do about their future. I am unable
to provide them with advice about whether to
accept voluntary redundancy packages or whether
to wait and see what will happen to them.
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Honourable members should understand that some
of these people have worked for the same
organisation for 20 or 30 years and many of them are
in the SO-year age bracket Most of them have family
commitments and are at a stage in their lives when
they should be secure. I am sure the minister
understands the plight of these people and will
ensure that they receive the best possible
independent advice. I am sure Generation Victoria is
also sympathetic to their plight and will assure the
workers that they will not be dumped and thrown
on the scrap heap. They have been loyal and
valuable workers over the years and their plight is
very sad.
I do not know what to do, and I appeal to the
minister to take on board the concerns I am raising
and to deal with them in a non-political way. I want
the best possible solution for those workers.

ALP fundraising
Mr FINN (Tullamarine) - I raise for the attention
of the Minister for Police and Emergency Services
the possibility that a fraudulent advertisement may
have encouraged people to give money to an
organisation under false pretences. An
advertisement was placed in the Age earlier this year
soliciting donations for a cause, but shortly
thereafter that cause ceased to exist. The
advertisement clearly stated that a trust fund for a
special purpose had been set up, but that purpose
ceased to exist shortly after the advertisement
appeared in the newspaper. Will the minister
investigate whether money has been returned to the
people who donated it?
Mr Leigh interjected.

The SPEAKER - Order! I warn the honourable
member for Mordialloc. He is interjecting out of his
place and it is the third occasion on which I have
had to deal with him.
Mr FINN -If the money has not been returned,
where is it? Have well-intentioned Victorians been
ripped off? The advertisement I refer to, which
appeared in the Age on 2 March 1994, is headed
,ALP Justice Fund' and is authorised by Heather
Horrocks, 23 Drummond Street, Carlton South.
Mr Mildenhall interjected.
The SPEAKER - Order! I also warn the
honourable member for Footscray.
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Mr FINN - Has that money gone back to those
people who donated it or have honest, decent and
hard working Victorians been ripped off? It would
be appalling if the Australian Labor Party were
involved in that sort of thing, although, given that
the ALP has a history of crooked officials, that could
be a possibility. The minister should set the matter
straight for the good of all and not just for the good
of the government, the ALP or the people who
donated money.
Will the minister investigate whether fraud is
involved or whether money has been taken under
false pretences? Will he take the appropriate action
to ensure that justice is done, which is what the ALP
wanted from its justice fund?

Western Ring Road
Ms GARBUTr (Bundoora) - I direct to the
attention of the Minister for Industry and
Employment, as the representative in this place of
the Minister for Roads and Ports, the opening on
Friday of a section of the RS, or Western Ring Road,
between Greensborough Road and Plenty Road.
Extra traffic will be travelling on Plenty Road and
existing traffic patterns will be changed. Currently
there are insufficient traffic lights at the intersections
of Plenty Road and Oxley Avenue, and Taunton
Drive and Greenhills Drive. Some of those roads will
be signalised in planned tram extensions, but they
are not yet complete and traffic signals are not in
place. The signals are necessary because it is difficult
for local people trying to turn into or out of the
streets off Plenty Road.
Other local streets, such as Mc Leans Road, and
further north in my electorate ChUds and
McKimmies roads, will have to carry many extra
cars because of the change in traffic patterns. They
will need additional traffic controls so that local
people do not suffer excessively. I ask the minister to
place those matters under active consideration. In
fact, the controls should have been in place before
the opening of the ring-road was contemplated.
Although the ring-road is on the boundary between
my electorate and that of the honourable member for
Mill Park, neither of us received an invitation to the
opening. The federal member of Parliament received
an invitation because it was organised through the
federal government, but the state members
representing the area were not invited. That is a
great insult to us because we have taken a great
interest in the project over the years. We have raised
the issue of the R5 road in this house many times;
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we have written to the Prime Minister; and we took
a deputation to the previous Minister for Transport,
whom I took out to Greensborough to examine the
problems. We were pleased that our efforts were
rewarded with federal road funds, but the state
government is now trying to claim credit for
something it did not initiate or fund.
We are now lobbying for the extension of the road to
the Hume Highway and have written more letters
and made more speeches. We welcome the
announcement that funding will be made available
for partial extension of the road, albeit only to
Dalton Road rather than right to the Hume
Highway. That will have an economic impact in the
northern suburbs because industry will locate along
the existing ring-road with access to the Hume
Highway, which connects to ports, other highways
and the airport. Because the road will not continue
right through to Greensborough the economic
development of the area will suffer.

Oil and gas industry in Sale
Mr RYAN (Gippsland South) - The matter I
raise for the attention of the Minister for Industry
and Employment concerns the promotion of the oil
and gas industry in Sale and the immediate region.
No doubt it is common knowledge among
honourable members that in Sale and the immediate
area there are approximately 25 entities that have a
proud history of service to the oil and gas industry.
They are involved in three primary functions:
exploration, construction and production.
Those industries have various skills in exploration,
sub-sea specialist services, drilling, steel fabrication,
instrumentation and various other elements that
make up the industry. Their involvement in the area
spans almost three decades. These days companies
remain in Sale that have a capacity to actually
involve themselves in the oil and gas industry right
from the exploration stage to the construction of the
oil rigs and the production of oil and gas from those
facilities.
With the change in the operation of the industry
over the years there has been a change in focus of
those entities in Sale. Last Friday, 22 April, those
companies met with the intention of forming a
group that would sell its collective skills in the
marketplace not only in Australia but also beyond,
particularly the Asian rim.

ADJOURNMENT
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The SPEAKER - Order! 1 have asked the house
on several occasions to come to order. The level of
conversation is too high.
Mr RY AN - 1 ask the minister to ascertain what
facilities are available in his department to assist in
the process that has been undertaken by these local
entities, bearing in mind that their aim is to expand
their capacity to market their collective abilities,
particularly in refining, not only in Australia but
also in new and opening areas of Asia, especially
Vietnam.

It is with that in mind that 1 ask the minister to make
some assistance available through his department in
a form that will enable consultancy services, for
example, to be engaged to assist in the process. 1 am
sure with the passage of time this will represent an
enormous opportunity in the development of the
natural competitive advantage that exists in the City
of Sale and its immediate surrounds.

Old CastIemaine gaol
MrTHOMSON (Pascoe Vale) -1 raise with the
Minister for Corrections, who can perhaps pass it on
to the Minister for Finance for investigation and
report, the future of the old Castlemaine gaol. The
Castlemaine Community Enterprise and Training
Centre has provided me with a copy of a proposal
for the use of the old gaol. It is a lengthy document
containing a number of suggestions.
The gaol operated as a general prison until the
beginning of the 20th century, when it was
threatened with closure. During that period
13 hangings took place at the gaol, the last in 1903. It
subsequently operated as a juvenile detention
centre. Later it was closed and the front buildings
used as teacher accommodation. It reopened and
was used as a rehabilitation centre for alcoholics and
later served as accommodation for special prisoners.
During the late 1980s it was threatened with closure
and was finally closed in August 1990. The gaol has
had a colourful and varied history.
The gaol has simply been empty for the past two
years. An excellent proposal has been put for its
future use that requires its sale to the Castlemaine
council. 1 understand the council wants to buy the
gaol but cannot do so without a proper valuation
and sale process.
The people who raised the matter with me are
concerned that the government has been sitting on
its hands and doing nothing with the facility.
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The SPEAKER - Order! The honourable
member mentioned the Minister for Corrections. I
take it he is directing the matter to the Minister for
Finance.
Mr THOMSON - It may be passed on to the
Minister for Finance, I am not sure. I wish to know
about the process of valuation and sale and ask the
Minister for Finance to investigate and respond to
me about his department's intentions for the gaol
and, in particular, the proposal put forward by the
Castlemaine Community Enterprise and Training
Centre, which appears to be worth while.
In the meantime there is a risk that the building may
be vandalised. There have been some reports of
pilfering. The government needs to act on this
matter and make the best possible use of the facility
at the earliest opportunity.

Everton Upper primary SChool site
Mr JASPER (Murray Valley) - I direct to the
attention of the Minister for Education the closed
Everton Upper primary school in my electorate. The
minister will be aware that it dosed voluntarily in
June last year and that the children now attend the
Everton Primary School.
An opposition member interjected.

Mr JASPER - Let us get it absolutely correct: it
was closed voluntarily and the community
cooperated to ensure the correct result was achieved.
I raise with the minister the future of that school
building and site. The school community in the
Everton Upper area has a keen interest and has had
a close involvement in the development of the
school over a long period. In fact, many trees have
been planted around the school, there are
commemorative plaques on the site and a time
capsule was buried there in 1984.
The school community wishes to retain the school
and the site for future community use. 1 point out
that the community has continued to use the school
and that the management committee is paying the
electrici ty bills.
The Everton Upper Primary School building is also
used for meetings by a LandCare group. Late last
year representatives of the school put forward a
submission to the Directorate of School Education.
There has been some investigation of the future of
the site; the Department of Conservation and
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Natural Resources investigated the future of more
than 100 sites in country Victoria. The department
recommended that the Everton Upper Primary
School site be retained in its present form.
I have received some correspondence from the
minister indicating that the Directorate of School
Education does not require the Everton Upper
Primary School site for educational purposes. I seek
an assurance from the minister that he will support
the retention of the school site and that it will be
handed over to the members of the Everton Upper
community, firstly, because of their cooperation in
the closure of the school and, secondly, to ensure
that both the site and the school are retained for the
future use of the people of Everton Upper and
surrounding areas.

Elmore District Hospital
Mr THWAITES (Albert Park) - I direct to the
attention of the Minister for Health the proposed
closure of the Elmore District Hospital. The
honourable member for Rodney said yesterday that
the Elmore hospital had no chance of remaining
open. It appears that because of the government's
policies the hospital will be forced to close on
31 August this year.
The honourable member for Rodney is the same
member who in this house on 10 September 1991
said that the Elmore hospital was a small but
efficient and caring organisation. He is the same
member who urged the then Minister for Health to
reconsider a proposal to close the hospital because it
was needed to cope with local accidents and the
needs of the aged and because of the hospital's
importance to Elmore's economy.
The SPEAKER - Order! Will the honourable
member state what action is required of the minister?
Mr THWAITES - I ask the minister to ensure
the continued operation of the hospital.

The then Minister for Health listened to the request
of the honourable member for Rodney and the
Elmore community. The honourable member thinks
this is a big joke; but in 1991 he gave an undertaking
that if the coalition government won the election the
Elmore hospital would remain open. Now that the
honourable member is part of the government, he
and the Minister for Health are forcing the Elmore
hospital to close, breaking their promise to the
Elmore community and all country communities.
They have breached the trust of country people.
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In September 1991 the current Minister for Health,
then the opposition spokesperson, stood on the steps
of Parliament and announced that if the Elmore
hospital was still open when the coalition came to
power, she would keep it open. The government has
let the people down. I ask the minister to prevent the
closure of Elmore hospital. The minister should use
some of the $9 million being spent on the Premier's
Taj Mahal and the $250 000 being spent on the
upgrading of her rooms to save the Elmore hospital
and to address other country concerns. If she does
not, local people will be sickened by the hypocrisy of
the minister's saying before the election that a
coalition government would keep the hospital open
when, on coming to power, the government has
decided to wipe it out.

The SPEAKER - Order! The honourable
member's time has expired.

O-class submarines
Mr LUPTON (Knox) - I direct to the attention of
the Minister for Tourism the O-class submarines
manufactured in Australia. Australia has six O-class
submarines. One is in Sydney, another is in
Adelaide, two will be cannibalised and two are
proposed to be sold as going concerns. I understand
that that is what the City of Port Melbqurne has been
told. Now I understand Fremantle has been given a
submarine.
That class of submarines will become obsolete. I
believe it would be appropriate if the minister
investigated the posSibility of obtaining a submarine
for Victoria. Previously J-class submarines were
based in Victoria. It is regrettable that, because of
lack of interest, five of them were scuttled in Port
Phillip Bay. One is being used by the Sandringham
Yacht Club and another was lost in the North Sea.
Last Friday the Premier said that he was prepared to
spend some money to commemorate the BOth
anniversary of the landing at Anzac Cove. It would
be a fitting tribute to our submariners if the people
of Victoria obtained an O-class submarine. I
understand the commonwealth government is
selling them cheaply. The submarine would act as a
monument and as a tourist attraction. There is no
doubt that submarines and ships are a great tourist
attraction throughout the western world, as overseas
and Australian experience shows.
If the submarines could be obtained for a reasonable
price, their purchase would be of benefit to the
people of Victoria. I would hate to see these
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submarines leave the country, particularly the two
that are to be sold as going concerns. The United
Kingdom has 12 of the submarines and cannot give
them away for love nor money. I ask the Minister for
Tourism to investigate purchase of an O-class
submarine for the people of Victoria.

Gravel Hill Primary School site
Mr MILDENHALL (Footscray) - I direct to the
attention of the Minister for Education the future use
of the former Gravel Hill Primary School site. At the
end of 1992 the school was closed against the wishes
of local residents but with the compliance of the
local member, the Minister for Community Services.
The school building is registered under the Historic
Buildings Act and therefore cannot be demolished.
A group of local residents has come up with an
innovative proposal for the property. The residents
want to establish an archive and records office for
the Bendigo area, storing the records of schools,
councils and other organisations and making them
accessible to local residents. The residents have been
told that the official records of these organisations
will be transferred to the Public Record Office in
Laverton and will not be accessible to the public for
15 years, by which time they will have been
recorded on microfiche and filed. A publicly
accessible, locally available records office would
enable local people to become aware of the history
of the important organisations in their local area.
It is clear that the government has no real policy on
the disposal of those assets. The history of the
Institute of Educational Administration shows that
the government has an extremely flexible approach
to such matters and is prepared to discount
enormously the price of sites. With that in mind and
given that no capital funds were allocated to
Bendigo in yesterday'S economic statement, I ask the
minister to review the plans for the disposal of the
property and to investigate the feasibility of the
innovative proposal of the North Central Regional
Archives and Museums Group for the use of the
Gravel Hill Primary School property.
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The Australian standard for septic tank concrete is
ASl546, and concrete septic tanks are manufactured
in Victoria to that standard. Manufacturers are
audited by Standards Association of Victoria
auditors, who ensure that standards are maintained.
A new product is on the market: injection-moulded,
structurally-foamed, polypropylene septic tanks.
The tanks have been approved for use in New South
Wales for three years. Approval for the use of the
tank in Victoria has been suggested by the
Environment Protection AuthOrity under regulation
CA038/93.
The two manufacturers are Rein Plastics Pty Ltd and
Team Poly Pty Ltd, which are both located in New
South Wales. Advice has been given to the
Environment Protection AuthOrity in this state that
both tanks comply with Australian standard AS
1546. The problem is that the tanks are failing
physically in all states of Australia.
Vehides being driven over the tanks have fallen into
them, causing them to break. Access manholes can
be removed by small children, exposing them to
serious danger. Tanks have been known to collapse
while being pumped out for desludging. More
importantly, during the New South Wales fires,
tanks melted down. In one instance a volunteer fire
crew ended up with its truck in a tank. I can imagine
the comments of the crew!
More seriously, I am reliably informed that the
person from the Environment Protection Authority
of New South Wales who gave approval for the
tanks has now left that body and is working for one
of the manufacturers promoting the tanks.
I ask the Minister for Conservation and
Environment to take urgent action to halt the
installation of this type of tank in Victoria until a full
investigation has taken place and the reliability of
the units has been tested to ensure they conform
fully with AS 1546 and provide safe and efficient
operation for residents - and protect drivers of fire
trucks.

Responses
Septictankindusby
Mr JENKINS (Ballarat West) - I ask the Minister
for Industry and Employment to direct to the
attention of the Minister for Conservation and
Environment in another place the crisis in the septic
tank industry in Victoria.

Mr S. J. PLOWMAN (Minister for Energy and
Minerals) - The honourable member for Morwell
raised an important matter concerning employment
in the Latrobe Valley and, in particular, workers
employed by Generation Victoria.
The honourable member stated that following the
commercialisation of Generation Victoria,
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approximately 700 workers will probably be
regarded as in excess of the number that body
considers appropriate for its work force. The
honourable member raised the matter in a
non-political way. I know he is genuinely concerned.

their full termination accrued benefits from
superannuation entitlements with no age
qualification. The requirement that members of
other schemes must be aged 55 or over to gain a full
entitlement does not apply in this case.

The honourable member is also no doubt well aware
that the work force of the former SEC has been
significantly reduced over the past five years, and
that a significant proportion of those reductions
have taken place in the Latrobe Valley. Those
reductions had bipartisan support. The former
government recognised that in order for the SEC to
remain viable the Latrobe Valley work force had to
be reduced, and that the future of Generation
Victoria and the electricity industry depended on
Victoria's competitiveness with other states.

The VDP is a straight incentive agreed to by the
government to give these people an opportunity to
obtain a cash payment and receive their
superannuation and termination benefits so that
they can settle elsewhere - I hope in Victoria - and
take up new job opportunities.

It is alarming to consider that in 1982 Victoria had
the cheapest electricity prices on the eastern coast of
Australia, followed by Queensland and New South
Wales, yet by 1992 the order was reversed:
Queensland had the cheapest prices and Victoria
had the third cheapest. The former government
clearly recognised something had to be done and
over the same period reduced the overall numbers
employed in the SEC from approximately 22 000 to
approximately 11 000. It appears that approximately
700 of those remaining must still go.

The work force and union movement have
recognised that Victoria must stay competitive,
particularly with the impending advent of the
eastern states high voltage grid and the competition
that will ensue with New South Wales and
Queensland. If Victoria is to remain the electricity
hub of eastern Australia it must meet the challenge.
The Latrobe Valley must meet that challenge.
It is a matter of concern for those people to face the
loss of their jobs in a time of high unemployment.
What do they do? As the honourable member for
Morwell said, it is difficult for him to give advice to
them. What do we do about it?
I am pleased to advise the house that, as no doubt
the honourable member for Morwell knows, last
week the government approved an enhanced
voluntary departure package (VDP) for workers in
the Latrobe Valley. It is the most generous package
being offered in Victoria. Workers who take the
package can receive 4 weeks pay with $5000 cash up
front and two weeks pay for every year of service
with no limit on the number of years of service - in
other areas there is normally a limitation of 15
years. The icing on the cake is that they will receive

I stress that the enhanced benefits will be available
until only 30 June. The workers involved must come
to a decision quickly. Following 30 June, in line with
the new Brereton legislation and the expiry of the
current enterprise agreement, the offer will revert to
the former VDP opportunity, which is nowhere near
as generous. In line with federal legislation and new
enterprise agreements, the package will not preclude
the inclusion of targeted separation arrangements,
which has not happened in the past.
The management of Generation Victoria and the
union movement deserve praise for their work in
counselling the people involved and assisting them
on retirement, investment, training and employment
issues. They have also assisted in finding them
alternative employment.
Once the base number of employees in the Latrobe
Valley is reached, which is probably 700 fewer than
the current number, the future of the work force,
economy and social fabric of the Latrobe Valley will
depend on the performance of Generation Victoria.
There is a much improved spirit among the work
force in the Latrobe Valley that will help achieve
improved efficiency, cost-effectiveness and
competitiveness and allow members of the work
force to hold their heads up high as part of the best
electricity industry in Australia.
The people of the valley are equal to the challenge.
The government and I will do everything possible to
assist them to achieve that aim and provide a real
future for the Latrobe Valley.
Mr I. W. SMITH (Minister for Finance) - In
raising a matter for my attention the honourable
member for Pascoe Vale said he had been contacted
by people residing in the electorate of the
honourable member for Bendigo West. If the
honourable member and those who contacted him
had been in touch with the honourable member for
Bendigo West they would have discovered that the
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honourable member for Bendigo West is right up
with the issue and is in fact ramrodding it through
to the benefit of his community, which is not
surprising.
The honourable member for Pascoe Vale would also
have discovered that the local municipality has
requested a delay until 13 May so that it can raise
sufficient funds to meet the Valuer-General's
valuation, which has already been agreed. The
people who contacted the honourable member for
Pascoe Vale would have been better served if they
had contacted their assiduous and active local
member.
Mr HAYWARD (Minister for Education) - The
honourable member for Murray Valley raised the
future use of the former Everton Upper primary
school site and made a strong case for the site to be
used by the local community. As the honourable
member mentioned, discussions are under way with
the Department of Conservation and Natural
Resources about the site. I will take a close note of
the points he raised and will try to resolve the issue
as soon as possible.
The honourable member for Footscray made
suggestions concerning the future use of the former
Gravel Hill primary school site in Bendigo. I will
take the honourable member's suggestions into
consideration and advise him accordingly.
Mrs TEHAN (Minister for Health) - The
honourable member for Albert Park raised with me
the question of the Elmore hospital, and again it
seems that the Australian Labor Party has sent a boy
on a man's mission. Firstly, the honourable member
would be hard pressed to know where Elmore is let
alone appreciate the circumstances of the hospital.
Secondly, he seemed to imply that it was purely a
matter of money and that funds were needed to
solve the issue.
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Hospital, and, more importantly, the needs of the
Elmore community. At the time of the 1990-91
budget the former Minister for Health, Maureen
Lyster, announced that she would be closing the
Elmore hospital because the government did not
have enough money to keep it operating. There was
surprise and shock - -

Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER - Order! I will not allow the
adjournment debate to continue with a constant
barrage of interjections and the undertone of private
conversations. The honourable member for Albert
Park has raised a matter on the adjournment debate
and courtesy would have it that he would listen to
the reply in silence.
Mrs TEHAN - When the 1990-91 budget was
delivered the then health minister announced that
the Elmore hospital would be closed. After the initial
shock on hearing that announcement without any
consultation whatsoever with the Elmore
community strong protests were made, to which I
gave my full support. Consequently the hospital was
allowed to stay open providing that it agreed to a
merger with the Rochester hospital. For the past two
years there has been a successful amalgamation of
the Rochester and Elmore hospitals.
At present the Elmore campus has seven
nursing-home and four acute-care beds. The four
acute beds at the hospital have not been used
because, as has been revealed in many areas, people
are not using very small hospitals for a number of
reasons, including clinical standards, especially for
surgical or serious medical needs.

Recently his leader indicated that the ALP would
support a balanced budget strategy, that it had
learnt its lessons of having deficit budgets year after
year and that in the future it would be looking for
some form of balanced budget. The honourable
member for Albert Park regularly asks for more
money to solve problems. This is not a matter of
money. It is a matter of appropriate services being
available to serve the Elmore community.

The Rochester-Elmore Hospital board decided that
the funding currently available to the combined
campus will be maintained but could be used far
more appropriately in providing services that the
people of Elmore would use. The local community is
not using regularly or frequently enough the acute
beds that are currently being funded. Alternate
services would include community-based services, a
14-hour nursing service, an extension of the day-care
facilities to assist older people, telephone contact
between the Bendigo and Northern District
Hospital, which provides a retrieval service, and
increased services for local people to meet their
needs.

The honourable member for Rodney has spoken to
me about the needs of the Elmore hospital, which is
now part of the combined Rochester-Elmore

The honourable member for Rodney has been very
involved in the proposal by the combined
Rochester-Elmore Hospital. He attended a public
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meeting last Monday night; he is meeting with the
board on Friday; and he is liaising with the regional
office of the Department of Health and Community
Services. I have no doubt the Rochester-Elmore
Hospital board will come up with a proposal so that
the funds provided to the hospital will meet the real
needs of the local community. There is no point in
the hospital funding empty beds that do not service
the local people.

have been made to the Australian Labor Party and
that the moneys have not been appropriately used or
accounted for. Out of concern for a citizen within his
electorate he was quite rightly seeking to ensure that
the ALP has not been the perpetrator of false and
misleading advertising or, worse still, responsible
for misappropriating funds in a trust fund account. I
shall direct that matter to the attention of the
Minister for Police and Emergency Services.

The honourable member for Albert Park should
undertake more research and take a little more time
and trouble to understand the issues before he
stands in this chamber and demands more money to
solve what he sees as the hospital's problems. The
party of which he is a member created the problems
the government inherited in 1992. He should get out
into country areas and consider whether the services
that have been there for the past 10 years are still
appropriate.

The honourable member for Bundoora directed to
the attention of the Minister for Roads and Ports in
another place an issue relating to the R5 ring-road. I
shall direct that matter to the minister's attention.

Mr TIIWAITES (Albert Park) - On a point of
order, Mr Speaker, I am trying to understand what
the minister is saying but she is attacking me - -

The SPEAKER - Order! The Chair is becoming a
little tired of honourable members raising frivolous
points of order when they hear statements from
members on the other side of the house that are not
to their liking. Unless the honourable member can
advise me of the standing order that is being
transgressed, I will no longer hear him.
Mr THWAITES -It relates to relevance. As you
are well aware, Sir, it is the custom and practice of
the house that responses should be relevant. Instead
of attacking me, if the minister were - -

The SPEAKER - Order! The Chair has listened
carefully to the point of order. The honourable
member should learn that a minister has far greater
breadth in responding to matters raised during the
adjournment debate than he or she does at question
time. There is no point of order.
Has the minister concluded her answer?
MI5 Tehan - Yes.

Mr GUDE (Minister for Industry and
Employment) - The honourable member for
TuUamarine raised for the attention of the Minister
for Police and Emergency Services a matter that he
described as the fraud of a trust fund or a
circumstance in which funds were elicited in a most
uncharitable fashion. He suggested that donations

The honourable member for Gippsland South raised
for my attention the development of oil and gas
reserves in his electorate which will affect the
development of industries in that region and the
prospect of export opportunities. The honourable
member identified opportunities in the Asia-Pacific
region and, in particular, Vietnam. It is clear the
honourable member has undertaken considerable
work on behalf of his constituents in bringing
together various industries to ensure that they have
the best opportunity to generate jobs in that region
and Victoria generally, as well as recognising that
the oil and gas industry is part of the international
marketplace.
When the Premier and I visited Vietnam in May last
year we visited a community known as Vung Tau,
where BHP has a large oil and gas operation. That
community expressed interest in the establishment
of a sister-city relationship. It is possible for the City
of Sale to effect a liaison with Vung Tau if that is its
wish, and I will support that and offer any assistance
I am able to provide.
The honourable member also requested assistance in
the development of market opportunities in the
Asia-Pacific region, particularly Vietnam, for
consultancy and analysis work. I believe we can
work through this process on a
company-by-company basis or even with the
combined group that the honourable member has
worked so hard to put together. I congratulate him
on the tremendous job he has done and I assure him
and his constituents of every support to achieve that
goal.
The honourable member for Knox raised for the
attention of the Minister for Tourism O-dass
submarines. I shall direct that matter to the attention
of the minister. The honourable member is always
seeking to develop constructive opportunities for
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employment and development within his own
constituency and throughout Victoria. It comes as no
surprise that he should suggest this initiative.

concerns of the honourable member to the minister. I
hope the matter is resolved quickly and does not
continue to be on the nose.

The honourable member for Ballarat West raised for
the attention of the Minister for Conservation and
Environment in another place the Australian
Standards Association ASl546 relating to
polypropylene septic tanks. I shall direct the

Motion agreed to.
House adjourned 10.54 p.m.
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The SPEAKER (Hon. J. E. Delzoppo) took the chair
at 10.05 a.m. and read the prayer.

ABSENCE OF MINISTERS
The SPEAKER - Order! I advise the house that
the Minister for Education will be absent today as he
will be attending a ministerial council meeting in
Sydney and the Attorney-General will be absent due
to personal reasons. The Premier will handle any
matters on behalf of the Minister for Education and
the Minister for Community Services will handle
any matters on behalf of the Attorney-General.

PETITIONS
The Clerk - I have received the following
petitions for presentation to Parliament:

Kerford Clinic, Mayday Hills
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whereas the Parliament of the state of South Australia
has seen fit to protect the human rights of its lesbian
and gay constituents and citizens on the basis of their
sexuality;
whereas the Parliament of the Australian Capital
Territory has seen fit to protect the human rights of its
lesbian and gay constituents and citizens on the basis of
their sexuality;
whereas the Parliament of the state of Queensland has
seen fit to protect the human rights of its lesbian and
gay constituents and citizens on the basis of their
sexuality;
whereas the Parliament of the Northern Territory has
seen fit to protect the human rights of its lesbian and
gay constituents and citizens on the basis of their
sexuality;
and whereas the Parliament of the Commonwealth of
Australia, in compliance with Australia's international
human rights obligations, has seen fit to protect its
lesbian and gay constituents and citizens from
discrimination on the basis of their sexuality:

To the Honourable the Speaker and members of the
Legislative Assembly in Parliament assembled:

Your petitioners therefore pray that

The humble petition of the undersigned citizens of the
state of Victoria in the Albury-Wodonga region
sheweth that we, the petitioners, consider that Kerford
Clinic at Mayday Hills, Beechworth, should be
available for those clients with acute mental illness.

the Legislative Assembly as part of the Parliament of
the state of Victoria move to protect the human rights
of its lesbian and gay constituents and citizens - as
recommended by the Scrutiny of Acts and Regulations
Committee - by amending the Equal Opportunity Act
1984 to prohibit discrimination on the grounds of a
person's sexuality.

Your petitioners therefore pray that Kerford Clinic will
remain open so that the clients have security and a
place in which to live and be looked after. If it is closed,
the clients will not have anywhere to go.

And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

By Mr Micallef (10 signatures)

And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

Laid on table.

By Mr A. F. Plowman (401 signatures)

Sexual discrimination
To the Honourable the Speaker and members of the
Legislative Assembly in Parliament assembled:

PAPERS
Laid on table by Oerk:
Council of Adult Education - Report for the year 1993
Exhibition Trustees - Report for the year 1993

The humble petition of the undersigned citizens of the
state of Victoria showeth that
whereas the Parliament of the state of New South
Wales has seen fit to protect the human rights of the
lesbian and gay constituents and citizens on the basis of
their sexuality;

LOCAL GOVERNMENT
(COMPETITIVE TENDERING) BILL
Introduction and first reading
Received from Council.

APPROPRIA TION MESSAGES
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Read first time on motion of Mr MACLELLAN
(Minister for Planning).

APPROPRIATION MESSAGES
Messages read recommending appropriations for:
Financial Agreement Bill

Thursday. 28 April 1994

I refer the house to a recent article in the Age by
Jacqui Macdonald and David Wilson, which states:
While the NCA's focus on asset-seizure was intended
to cripple the financial base of organised crime, it will,
some NCA officers concede, spark a fury within the
ranks of organised crime. The officers believe that
financia1loss - perhaps even a lifetime's ill-gotten
gains - is worse than a prison term.

Public Prosecutions Bill
Victorian Institute of Marine Sciences
(Amendment) Bill

NATIONAL CRIME AUTHORITY
(STATE PROVISIONS) (AMENDMENT)
BILL
Second reading
Debate resumed from 31 March; motion of
Mr McNAMARA (Minister for Police and
Emergency Services).
Mr HAERMEYER (Yan Yean) - The opposition
supports the bill, which is effectively procedural; it
brings the state legislation into line with
commonwealth legislation.
However, I wish to highlight the incongruity of the
state government's introduction of a bill supporting
commonwealth National Crime Authority
legislation when, at the same time, it makes it clear it
does not support the NCA and that it would like to
see it disbanded. The government has criticised the
NCA ceaselessly.
The NCA has played a valuable role since its
formation in 1984. Until then, Australia did not have
a national agency able to coordinate investigations
into organised crime, particularly into white-<ollar
crime, the drug trade and international money
laundering. Those types of crimes are normally
organised across state and sometimes national
boundaries. The NCA has taken on a crucial role in
the investigation of those types of crimes. As I will
later demonstrate, the NCA has achieved a rather
high success rate investigating those crimes.
Lately it has focused on asset seizure, particularly
since Tom Sherman, QC, become chairman of the
authority. The intention of that focus is to cripple the
financial base of organised crime. Evidence suggests
that has been somewhat more successful than
simply relying on gaol sentences or other forms of
penalty.

Of course it is important to get organised crime
where it hurts. Prison terms are rather ineffective as
deterrents to organised crime cartels which operate
on a national and even international basis. To gaol
individuals from crime cartels does not affect the
capacity of those cartels to operate. Their power is
fundamentally based on their financial wherewithal.
Asset seizure removes the ability of organised crime
to corrupt and wield financial power. There is no
doubt that the NCA has had its problems in the past.
It has had its share of critics, who at times have been
justified. The NCA has played a major role in getting
at organised crime - the drug trade, the money
launderers and the white-<ollar criminals - who
until its formation operated without significant
hindrance.
However, the NCA is not simply a federal
government agency. It was established ID
consultation with the states. It works closely with
local law enforcement agencies in each state and
territory as well as with the Australian Federal
Police. To facilitate the NCA's role as a coordinating
agency and because of the legal jurisdiction that the
states and territories have over many of the
investigatory activities of the NCA, it is necessary
for each Australian state and territory to have
underpinning legislation in support of the
commonwealth legislation, the National Crime
AuthOrity Act. This bill brings Victoria's
underpinning legislation into line with the
commonwealth legislation.
As the Minister for Police and Emergency Services
said in his second-reading speech, the underpinning
legislation in Victoria is the National Crime
AuthOrity (State Provisions) Act. The amendments
proposed in the bill are mainly housekeeping
amendments which bring the terminology and
provisions of the state act into line with the
commonwealth act. Where the bill contains
amendments of substance, particularly about the
introduction of notations on summonses and notices
issued by the authority, reflecting changes to the
commonwealth act -which the opposition believes
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will improve the functions of the act - such
substantive changes will enhance the effectiveness of
the NCA and work to protect the reputation of
persons under investigation from innuendo and
premature and unwarranted reflections.
In the recent prosecution against Mr John Elliott,
allegations were made that details of the NCA
investigations into Mr Elliott's affairs had been
leaked, thereby somehow impugning his integrity;
at the same time, suggestions were made that the
means by which Mr Elliott sought to prevent
charges from being laid - and bringing that to the
front pages of the newspapers - had frustrated the
NCA in its role. The use of the front pages of the
newspapers or, in some cases, the use of rumour is
not constructive to the very important role that the
NCA has to play.
The changes will also maintain the integrity and
confidentiality of the NCA's investigations. It
becomes an offence, where a notation is issued, to
leak or to inform people about those particular
investigations. Given incidents in this house last
week, with the Minister for Police and Emergency
Services making it clear that for political purposes
he had given information about confidential police
files to another minister who had passed it on to the
ACI' opposition, I am pleased the NCA is not
follOwing his example.
A further benefit of the legislation is that it extends
the list of agencies or persons to whom evidence of
an offence may be given by the NCA. At the
moment, in the case of certain authorities in some
states - for example, the Independent Commission
against Corruption in New South Wales - it is
arguable that they are not technically covered by the
legislation and may not be advised of any evidence
of an offence which the NCA may have. Although
that does not apply in Victoria at the moment,
should any authority similar to the Independent
Commission Against Corruption or the Criminal
Justice Commission be set up in Victoria, this part of
the legislation will be important. I will deal with the
detail of the amendments later.
The opposition believes the amendments to the
legislation are worthy but it has difficulty
reconciling the incongruity of the government's
support for the National Crime Authority when the
Premier has repeatedly attacked it and has virtually
called for it to be disbanded. On the one hand the
government introduces legislation which says the
government is supporting the legislative
underpinnings of the federal National Crime
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AuthOrity legislation, yet on the other hand the
Premier says that the NCA should be disbanded
because it has never done anything substantial. On
the Neil Mitchell show immediately after the attack
on the NCA headquarters the Premier tastelessly
and insensitively said that the NCA has:
'" destroyed lives ... because of these officers and their
ability to use endless amounts of public money.

He said the NCA's costs are unjustified and its
performance has been negligible and abysmal. He
also said NCA investigations have cost tens
of millions of dollars and have not resulted in
convictions but in the destruction of people's lives.
Who is he talking about? Whose lives have been
destroyed - Abe Saffron's, Bruce Snapper
Cornwall's, Barry Richard Bull's? I do not think so.
He also said that the National Crime AuthOrity has
not stitched up a single prosecution. The Age
of 6 March reports the Premier as saying:
I am not sure if they have been successful in a
prosecution or any major prosecution since their
establishment ... They are obviously continually trying
to justify their existence.

The Premier's attack came soon after Jhe tragic
bombing of the Adelaide offices of the National
Crime AuthOrity and were totally tasteless and
without foundation. He provided absolutely no
evidence to support his assertions. His comments
were motivated by base political motives and a
hidden agenda. It was totally insensitive to both the
surviving victims and the families of the victims of
the Adelaide bombing. The Premier said he was not
impressed with some of the excuses that were
forthcoming and that the National Crime AuthOrity
should be held to account for its own lack of security
practices.
He also said:
That a letter bomb could get through the mail seems ...
is just absolutely inexcusable.

That is a thoughtless statement for any Premier or
senior public figure in any government to make. It is
like suggesting that the Victoria Police Force should
hold itself responsible and accountable for the
extremely unfortunate Russell Street bombing or
that if someone decides to vent his or her spleen on a
law enforcement authority and someone dies or is
seriously injured as a result, it is that authority's
fault because of negligence. The National Crime
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Authority has the same standards for bomb
detection and mail screening as the Victoria Police. I
hope that the Premier is not attacking the
procedures adopted by the Victoria Police.
The Premiers comments have been condemned by
relatives of the people involved in the Adelaide
bombing. I shall quote from a letter in the Herald Sun
of 12 March from Ms Alison Zehnwirth, the sister of
the Ballarat lawyer, Peter Wallis, who was injured in
the attack. She states:
Dear Sir,
I write as a sister of Peter Wallis, the lawyer injured in
the bombing of the NCA Adelaide office. My family
and I are deeply offended by Mc Kennett's recent
comments and unyielding stance about this matter.
Whilst suffering shock and anguish at Peter's horrific
injuries and death of his close friend, we saw
Mc Kennett parading in front of the cameras
attempting to score political points.
It is obvious that all Mc Kennett did score was the
contempt and disbelief of the nation and
simultaneously hurt and enraged me and my family ...
I deplore Mc Kennett's unspeakable insensitivity.

I can only assume he has a hidden agenda and is
indifferent, not only of our pain, but that of the
committed and courageous staff of the NCA.

She then goes on to say at the end of her letter:
The value of the NCA in our society cannot be
overestimated. In fact, the bombing further validates
this point.

A further comment by the brother of Mr Geoffrey
Bowen, the police officer killed in that bombing,
Senior Detective Constable Simon Bowen of the
Western Australia Police Force was referred to in the
Age of 6 March 1994:
As far as Mc Kennett is concerned, maybe he should
either leave things so that the family can deal with
matters before he starts making comments, or at least
speak to the chairman of the NCA (Mr Tom Sherman)
if he has got a problem ... or have a think about his
comments before he starts making them. Maybe he
does not even know what goes on inside the NCA.
Maybe he should get his facts right

What are the facts? The Premier has alleged that the
NCA costs tens of millions of dollars and produces
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no results. The reality is that in 1993-94 the NCA's
budget was $39 million. That needs to be offset
against the fact that $12.15 million in seized assets
has been returned to the commonwealth
government's trust fund. More importantly, NCA
investigations have lead to $152 million of assets of
alleged criminals being restrained. That is almost
four times the NCA's budget of $39 million. On any
cost-benefit analysis the Premier's statements in
relation to the cost of the NCA cannot be sustained.
The notion of asset seizure is important because
often the loss of a lifetime of ill-gotten gains is far
more effective than prison terms; asset seizure
cripples the power and ranks of organised crime.
The Premier alleged that he was not sure whether
the NCA had been successful in a prosecution since
its establishment. The fact is that since 1984 the
National Crime AuthOrity has recorded
298 convictions. It has charged 533 people with
2541 charges relating to murder, corruption,
extortion, fraud and drug-related matters. It has also
been instrumental in the arrest of a further
109 people on 793 charges in jOint NCA-state task
forces. Obviously, the Premier was not aware of
that. As usual the Premier put his mouth into gear
without researching the facts.
The Premier then claimed that the NCA has
destroyed lives. Whose lives has it destroyed?
Whose reputation is the Premier seeking to defend?
That of Bruno Romeo, the West Australian drug
lord? Or those of !an Saxon or Ben Garcia or Paul
Casey - also drug lords involved in a $77 million
international money laundering seam?
Despite the low esteem in which I hold the Premier,
I do not think he is seeking to protect or defend their
reputations. The person whose reputation the
Premier is seeking to defend is his good mate, John
Elliott.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Cooper) -Order!
The honourable member for Yan Yean has been a
member of this house long enough to be fully aware
of the ramifications of the statements he is making,
particularly with regard to standing order no. 108.
Obviously he needs to be reminded of what that
standing order says, so I shall read it to him:
No member shall use offensive or unbecoming words
in reference to any member of the house and all
imputations of improper motives and all personal
reflections on members shall be deemed disorderly.
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The honourable member for Yan Yean has made
such an imputation of improper motives against the
Premier and I ask him to desist from such action in
any further matters he brings before this house.
Mr HAERMEYER - In the interests of this
debate I withdraw the remarks you seek to have
withdrawn, Mr Acting Speaker. However it is
important to point out that Mr Elliott is a former
federal president of the Liberal Party and a key
player in Vic Ltd. His real importance to the Kennett
government is his role as the chief corporate
fundraiser for the Victorian Liberal Party.
Mr GUDE (Minister for Industry and
Employment) - On a point of order, Mr Acting
Speaker, you have just given good advice to the
honourable member, which he is now ignOring.
Mr Sercombe interjected.
The ACTING SPEAKER - Order! The Deputy
Leader of the Opposition will remain silent.
Mr GUDE - Are you finished or are you going
to keep prattling on like a stupid little boy?

Mr Sercombe interjected.
The ACTING SPEAKER - Order! I have just
given an instruction to the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition, and if he does not wish to obey I will
call the Speaker and have the Speaker deal with him.

Mr GUDE - The opposition spokesman is
clearly flouting your direction and is not addressing
the bill. I ask, Sir, that he be brought back to the bill
in a proper and constructive fashion.
Mr HAERMEYER (Yan Yean) - On the point of
order, Mr Acting Speaker, I am not sure what the
Leader of the House is referring to, because I did not
repeat the statements I made; I was Simply making a
statement of fact that did not in any way address the
issue of anybody's motives.

Mr SERCOMBE (Niddrie) - On the same point
of order, I understand that it could be regarded as
impugning someone's reputation to suggest that he
was a fundraiser for the Liberal Party, and if offence
is taken to that I am sure the honourable member for
Yan Yean will withdraw the remark, but the reality
is that this is a nonsense point of order. The
honourable member for Yan Yean is addressing the
bill; he is referring to a particular individual; he is
not impugning a member of this house. The Leader
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of the House is simply too sensitive and is seeking to
stifle free debate.

Mr McNAMARA (Minister for Police and
Emergency Services) - On the point of order,
Mr Acting Speaker, perhaps for the assistance of the
Chair, the opposition spokesman can identify the
clause to which he is referring.
The ACTING SPEAKER - Order! The point of
order requires that the Chair ascertain whether there
is any relationship between the remarks the
honourable member for Yan Yean has made and the
bill. I assume that the point of order is made with
regard to relevancy and also with regard to the
previous ruling the Chair gave on standing order no.
108. I do not uphold the point of order, but I remind
the honourable member for Yan Yean that he has a
responsibility to relate all his remarks to the bill and
address them to the Chair. I ask that he relate any
future remarks to the bill. Gratuitous remarks that
tread a fine line with regard to standing order
no. 108 will not be tolerated by the Chair.
Mr HAERMEYER (Yan Yean) - Thank you,
Mr Acting Speaker. The comments I am making are
relevant to the debate in so far as the bill seeks to
provide support for the commonwealth National
Crime Authority legislation, yet at the same time we
have a government, particularly a Premier,
criticising and condemning the National Crime
Authority and basically calling for its abandonment.

That incongruity bears closer examination. What is
bringing this about? As I have said, Mr Elliott is
effectively the treasurer and company secretary of
Vic Ltd. He is the man who has extracted hundreds
of thousands, and posSibly millions, of dollars worth
of donations from the big end of town towards the
Kennett government's re-election in 1996. It is in that
context that the Premier's attacks on the National
Crime Authority need to be viewed.
The ACTING SPEAKER - Order! I am in a
quandary to work out how I can emphasise to the
honourable member for Yan Yean that he simply
cannot make those kinds of statements and impute
those kinds of motives during his contribution to the
Bill.
He is weaving around and trying to impugn the
Premier in direct contravention of standing order
no. 108. I suggest that he drop the line he is
presently pursuing and get on with addressing the
bill, and I will hear no more of the kind of stuff that
he has just been pushing out. I hope I have made
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myself quite clear to the honourable member for Yan
Yean. He has now had this point directed to his
attention twice, directly by me, and also through
points of order addressed by other members in the
house.
He should get on with his speech on the bill and
stop trying to use the debate to mount a personal
attack against the Premier and impute motives to the
Premier.
Mr Sercombe interjected.
The ACI1NG SPEAKER - Order! And you will
remain silent! I will not put up with that continual
nonsense from you. I suggest that if the honourable
member for Van Yean wants to mount an attack on
the Premier he should do so by way of a substantive
motion. At the moment he does not have the
authority to maintain the line he is taking and
should get on with the bill.
Mr HAERMEYER - I thank you, Mr Acting
Speaker. I make the point, however, that the
Premier's criticisms of the National Crime Authority
are particularly relevant to clause 1 - the purpose
of the bill:
The chief purpose of this Act is to amend the National
Crime Authority (State Provisions) Act 1984 to take
account of changes that have been made to its
Commonwealth counterpart.

In other words, the bill seeks to support
commonwealth legislation, yet clearly the comments
that the Premier has made and the attacks he has
made on the National Crime Authority are not
supportive of or consistent with this legislation.
They can be taken only in the context of the rather
strident campaign he has also waged against the
NCA and the Director of Public Prosecutions. His
campaign of attacks has included the equal
opportunity commissioner and members of the
Administrative Appeals Tribunal.

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr HAERMEYER - The Premier's attacks on the
National Crime Authority are based on the fact that
it is doing things he does not like and it is not under
the absolute legislative control of the Victorian
government. Our system of government separates
the legislature from the judiciary, and it demands a
high level of independence for its law enforcement
agencies and judicial institutions. Under the Kennett
government we have seen direct interference in state
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authorities and agencies concerned with law
enforcement. As I said, the attempts to nobble the
Director of Public Prosecutions, the instructions by
the Attorney-General - The ACI1NG SPEAKER - Order! The
honourable member for Yan Yean would assist the
Chair if he could advise it how he relates his present
remarks to the bill. Would the honourable member
for Van Yean please explain that?
Mr HAERMEYER - Mr Acting Speaker, I am
putting the Premier's remarks and attacks on the
National Crime Authority into a total context, and
those remarks or attacks are particularly relevant to
the bill because they sit diametrically opposed to its
purposes and intentions.

The ACI1NG SPEAKER - Order! I thank the
honourable member for Yan Yean for his
explanation, which I do not accept. It is not relevant
for the honourable member to use this bill as the
basis for a general debate on law and order or on the
attitude of any member, whether it be the Premier or
anyone else, to law and order issues or to
government law and order agencies.
The bill is the National Crime Authority (State
Provisions) (Amendment) Bill; its purposes are set
out in the bill, and the second-reading speech that
was given to the house on 31 March by the Minister
for Police and Emergency Services sets the
parameters within which the bill is to be debated.
If the honourable member for Yan Yean is not aware
of the parameters set by the second-reading speech
he should acquaint himself with them, and all other
members who wish to participate in this debate
should do likewise.

However, this is not an opportunity for the
honourable member to go rampaging through every
kind of law and order issue that he believes might be
relevant to the debate. The debate is about the
National Crime AuthOrity, and therefore any
passing remarks the honourable member has made
so far can be taken as such, but if his whole
contribution is going to be devoted to the line that
he has been giving to the house he will be out of
order.
Mr SERCOMBE (Niddrie) - Mr Acting Speaker,
on a point of order, I invite you to reconsider your
remarks in the light of the well-established practice
of this house, particularly for lead speakers. There is
a well established convention that I have heard the

NA TIONAL CRIME AUTHORITY (STATE PROVISIONS) (AMENDMENT) BILL
Thursday, 28 April 1994

ASSEMBLY

1271

current Speaker refer to a number of times in this
chamber, that some latitude be provided in
second-reading debates, particularly to opposition
lead speakers as well as government speakers on
important matters that are before the house. With
respect, Sir, I suggest that you are taking an
excessively narrow view of what is relevant to the
debate in the light of the comments the Speaker has
made from time to time.

contributions by lead speakers for the oppOSition. I
accept that what he said is correct, and I believe that
latitude has been given to the honourable member
for Van Yean. The latitude that is extended to lead
speakers for the opposition allows them to canvass
in passing issues that they believe may be relevant to
the bill, and that is acceptable to the Chair, but it is
not acceptable from other speakers who wish to
contribute to the debate.

During the debate the honourable member for
Van Yean has repeatedly referred to the fact that,
particularly on clause 1, he is debating the purposes
of the bill. As a member of the house he is perfectly
entitled to debate the motivations that may relate to
comments made by the Premier and other members
of the government on the National Crime Authority,
which this bill is clearly about and which impact on
the bill.

The honourable member for Yan Yean canvassed a
number of issues which I do not believe are germane
to the bill, and I have asked him simply to note them
in passing. He has now been concentrating for quite
some time on an issue that is not relevant to the bill,
and therefore the latitude that the Deputy Leader of
the Opposition seeks for the honourable member for
Van Yean has indeed been given.

Mr Acting Speaker, may I, with respect, suggest that
you are adopting an excessively narrow view of the
conventions of this house and of debate, and invite
you to be more tolerant with respect to matters that
relate to the bill and impact on it but also canvass
other matters.

Mr McNAMARA (Minister for Police and
Emergency Services) - Mr Acting Speaker, on the
point of order, I certainly support your ruling
because this bill is a narrow piece of legislation.
Clause 1 talks only about the Victorian act being
brought into line with recent amendments made by
the commonwealth; it is not talking about the
ratification of the whole principal act of the
commonwealth or the principal act of this state.
The bill deals only with minor technical
amendments introduced in the federal Parliament
that we now bring our own legislation into line with.
The only Significant change is in clause 11, which
introduces the inclusion of a notation on NCA
summonses and prevents the disclosure of
information on them.
The other parts of the bill cover procedural matters,
and I would certainly welcome from the opposition
spokesman a detailed contribution to the
second-reading debate, particularly aroW1d the
issues concerning clause 11, which are the only
fundamental issues in this bill.
The ACTING SPEAKER - Order! The Deputy
Leader of the Opposition is quite right in making the
statement that various Speakers and Acting
Speakers have allowed latitude in second-reading

I now ask the honourable member for Van Yean to
address the content of the bill and point out that any
remarks he may make that are not germane to the
clauses should be made in passing only. A
concentration of remarks that are not relevant will
not be accepted by the Chair.
Mr HAERMEYER (Yan Yean) - Thank you,
Mr Acting Speaker. As I have said, I believe attacks
on the NCA by the Premier or anybody else are
totally relevant to clause 1 because the bill supports
the commonwealth act. It is basically an expression
of legislative support by the Victorian government
for the commonwealth act, yet the head of the
government does not seem to share the support
expressed in that legislation.
The National Crime AuthOrity is not subject to any
direct interference by the Victorian government, as
some of our local law enforcement agencies or
judicial institutions may be, so the Premier has
chosen to use the airwaves and the newspapers to
attack the authority and W1dermine its credibility.
That is sending out a very dangerous message - An Honourable Member - Since the Mafia has
had poor press!
Mr HAERMEYER - What the government is
saying to the international crime cartels - to the
Triads and the Mafia syndicates which have so far
been absent or at least have been operating on a
relatively low level in Victoria - is that W1der the
front of legitimate businesses they may establish
operations in Victoria as long as they can get close to
the Kennett government. If the government does not
have the decency to protect the integrity and
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independence of our legal processes, the National
Crime Authority must assume an even more
important role. It would be the best argument I have
heard for possibly merging the National Crime
Authority with the Australian Federal Police to form
a:< FBI- '-:-:-t~ ,~- . - - J-:,!'c~mE'nt 3gr-..-:y. I can
understand ine government's sensitivity on the issue.
I shall make a number of points on specific clauses
other than clause 1. Most of the clauses are purely
procedural, bringing the terminology of the
principal act into line with that of the
commonwealth act. For example, clause 13 changes
'chainnan' to 'chairperson'. Some redundancies are
removed - for example, references to 'acting
members'. Those references are redundant given the
general power concerning acting members provided
under section 27 of the commonweal th act.
The legislation also clarifies some existing
provisions. Clause 6 clarifies the fact that members
of the National Crime Authority are able to seek
telephone-issued warrants in urgent circumstances.
In the past that issue has been contentious. Clause 5
clarifies the fact that individual members of the
National Crime AuthOrity, rather than the National
Crime Authority as a whole, are able to carry out
certain functions relating to search warrants.

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr HAERMEYER - I do not know what the
galahs in the corner are concerned about.

The ACI1NG SPEAKER - Order! The
honourable member for Van Yean should ignore
interjections.
Mr HAERMEYER - Thank you, Mr Acting
Speaker. I was getting a bit hot under the collar! In
the past it has been argued that because of the way
section 12 and a number of other sections were
phrased, certain powers of the National Crime
AuthOrity could be exercised only by the authority
as a whole and therefore could not be devolved to
individual NCA officers. The clause seeks to clarify
that issue.
Other changes enhance certain powers. Clause 12
widens the grounds for issuing an arrest warrant to
include offences or likely offences under section 19,
which deals with the failure of witnesses to attend
hearings of the NCA or with people who refuse or
fail to answer questions. Again, in the past the NCA
has experienced difficulties in enforcing its capacity
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to summon people to hearings, either as witnesses or
as people who are likely to be charged.
Similarly, clause 4 extends the list of people to
whom evidence of an offence against
commonwealth, state or territorial law must be
given. The current definition does not include
semiautonomous agencies in other states such as the
Independent Commission Against Corruption and
the Criminal Justice Commission. It can be argued
that the Victorian corporate crime group might not
be properly covered by the clause. The extension of
the list of people to whom that evidence may be
given tightens that clause. By and large the change
will probably have little relevance in Victoria at the
moment; but if at some stage in the foreseeable
future the state of Victoria were to set up an ICAC, a
CJC or a body of that type for some other purpose,
the clause would have some impact.
A substantive amendment under clause 11
introduces notations on certain summonses or
notices. That is basically to prevent disclosure or the
leaking of information about a notice or summons or
about matters associated with that. It requires that
the National Crime AuthOrity member issuing a
summons or notice under section 18 of the principal
act must in certain circumstances include a notation
which would prohibit disclosure of information
about the summons or any official matter connected
with it other than to those people Specified in the
notice or summons or to those people specifically
exempted under the act. That may include either
people from whom legal advice might be sought or
people who are agents for a body corporate subject
to a notice or summons.
The benefits of the clause are fairly straightforward.
Firstly, it assists the protection of the safety or
reputation of a person implicated in an NCA
investigation. In other words, if someone is under
investigation by the National Crime AuthOrity, that
in itself does not mean that person is guilty. The
person should not have his name dragged through
the mud simply by virtue of the fact that he is the
subject of an investigation.
Anyone can be the subject of an investigation. I
could go to the nearest police station tomorrow and
make an allegation against someone about whom I
have a beef. I presume someone at the police station
would then investigate the allegation I have made. It
could then be said that that person was under
investigation by the police, which would have all
sorts of connotations. Similarly, the suggestion that
someone is under investigation by the National
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Crime Authority has been used in the past to make
all sorts of imputations against that individual.
Secondly, the clause assists in the fair trials of people
who have been charged with offences. It seeks to
ensure that incidents such as those that occurred
when charges were brought against Mr Elliott are
not repeated. Basically the charges were fought out
on the front pages of our newspapers. Such a
situation could be used maliciously either to
prejudice a case against a defendant or, as has
sometimes been the case, to prejudice a case in
favour of the person charged.
Thirdly, the clause would mitigate publicity or
rumours that might prejudice the effectiveness of an
investigation. Publicity or rumours can impugn a
person's integrity and at the same time adversely
affect the ability of the National Crime AuthOrity to
conclude its investigations properly. It is not helpful
to the successful conclusion of investigations when
rumours and suggestions are the subject of public
debate and are bandied about on the front pages of
the newspapers, because National Crime AuthOrity
investigations often require a considerable degree of
discretion and secrecy.
Fourthly, the clause provides that in certain
circumstances an individual under investigation will
not be made aware of the investigation until charges
are laid. That has the benefit of denying the person
who will be the subject of a charge advance
warning, which could otherwise enable him to hide
or alter evidence.
Fifthly, the clause also provides that the reputation
of any person under investigation is protected until
charges are laid; it prevents the act of the conduct of
an investigation being used to imply guilt. That
touches on the point I made earlier, that the fact that
someone is under investigation by the National
Crime Authority is used to virtually imply that the
individual has organised crime links or has
committed a crime.
Finally, the clause will also prevent a person under
investigation and about to be charged -again the
Elliott case may be used as an example - from
utilising the media to frustrate investigations and
pending legal procedures. It could be argued that
considerable media interest and public debate could
prejudice a trial or impede investigations.
Clause 11 seeks to get rid of the whole notion of
leaks and innuendo and prevent the investigations
and trials initiated by the NCA being the subject of
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media debate which may impugn the individuals
involved and affect the capacity of the NCA to
operate, and which may in the end prejudice the
outcome of legal proceedings.
The opposition supports the National Crime
Authority and welcomes any improvements in the
effectiveness of its operations that it is hoped the
legislation will bring about. Unfortunately the
opposition does not see that that support is
forthcoming from the government. The government
needs to decide whether it supports the NCA or not.
If it does, the Premier should shut up and cease his
sniping and attacks on the NCA - he should stop
undermining it and let it do its job. If it does not, the
Premier should substantiate his case and offer some
alternatives to the way that the authority is going
about its business.
The opposition supports the bill, but is keen for the
government to address the incongruous situation of,
on the one hand, its support for the legislation and,
on the other, the continuing attacks on the NCA by
the Premier.
Mr SERCOMBE (Deputy Leader of the
Opposition) - Clause 11 was identified by the
Minister for Police and Emergency Services, the
relevant minister, in his point of order as the meat of
the bill - he said it was the most substantial part of
the bill. Clause 11 deals with the disclosure of
information by the National Crime AuthOrity (NCA)
and creates offences for the disclosure of information
by the officials of the authority, which is an integral
part of Australia's law enforcement agencies.
I agree that the provisions introduced in clause 11
are the meat of the bill. They are important for two
reasons: firstly, because of advances in technology
the maintenance of citizens' liberties depends upon
responsible and effective legislative and other
controls on the way data and information held by
law enforcement agencies is handled. That is an
important feature of our modem society, and I
regret that Victoria does not have privacy legislation
that can provide citizens with some protection in
this area.
The other reason why the provision is such a
fundamental feature of the legislation dealing with
law enforcement agencies - in this instance the
NCA - is that the integrity of police and law
enforcement information is absolutely fundamental
to the effective operations of those organisations.
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Members of the NCA and their colleagues in brother
or sister organisations need to be absolutely
confident that intelligence and other infonnation
held in the records of law enforcement agencies is
secure. The implications of such infonnation not
being secure are frightful not only for the civil
liberties of individual citizens but also for the
effectiveness and capacity of law enforcement
agencies to do their tasks properly.
An article published in the July 1992 edition of the

AustraiiJzn and New Zealand Journal of Criminology
entitled 'Inter-agency relations: some hidden
obstacles to combating organised crime' states in the
headnote:
This article critiques the argument that poor
relationships between law enforcement agencies in
Australia has acted as a major barrier to combating
organised crime. The significance of legislative
secretive provisions restricting the communication of
information between agencies is examined as well as
the role of organisationa}'sub-cultures'.

The article points out that in Australia in the last
decade the 1983 Stewart Royal Commission report,
the 1983 report of the Office of the Special
Prosecutor, a number of reports of the national
Parliament and the 1989 Fitzgerald inquiry report in
Queensland all went to considerable pains to
reinforce the absolute necessity in Australia of
ensuring the integrity of infonnation that is held by
organisations.
We have seen in a number of Australian
jurisdictions what happens when that is not
achieved. We saw the institutionalised corruption
under the National Party in Queensland, which for
several decades was simply unable to distinguish
between the operation of the police and the use of
police information and the political imperatives
used by that government in its own interests. The
consequences are amply demonstrated for all in the
community when a government is unable to
properly manage its relations and understand the
separation of powers that is a necessary part of the
complex relationships between a government and its
police force.
Several years ago the New South Wales Independent
Commission Against Corruption dealt with
unauthorised access by police officers in its
jurisdiction to its Eagle information system.
Honourable members may recall a scandalous set of
circumstances in which police officers were
apparently selling off infonnation from police
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databases and infonnation systems to a range of
people in the community, including insurance
companies.
One of the reasons the opposition supports the
legislation, and clause 11 in particular, is that it is
designed to put in place barriers to that type of
abuse elsewhere. It is a pity that the Victorian
government does not take a leaf from the New South
Wales book and enact provisions concerning police
infonnation. Honourable members will be familiar
with the report of the Deputy Ombudsman (Police
Complaints) on the Operation Iceberg investigation
concerning leaked confidential police infonnation
and related matters. We are all aware that the
current Minister for Police and Emergency Services,
when leader of the National Party in opposition in
June 1992, was, according to the Deputy
Ombudsman, apparently up to his eyeballs in
matters related to that investigation. The minister
ought to examine some of the provisions that he has
caused to be enacted because no doubt the
commonwealth government is insisting on
appropriate provisions for this concurrent state
legislation.
The minister ought to examine the legislation to
ensure that the police have jurisdiction to deal with
its positive features in a Victorian context. Over
recent years coordination arrangem~nts have been
made for the better sharing of information and
intelligence across police jurisdictions. It is
imperative that that is done with integrity. A
national exchange of police information, known as
NEPI, access system has recently been agreed to. It
will be a vital component in the work of all police
and law enforcement agencies in Australia so that
they can deal with the complexities of crime,
particularly serial offenders who operate across state
boundaries.
In a recent grievance debate I referred at length to
the need for Victoria to be more closely involved in
the police infonnation exchange system. I referred to
the police minister's conferences, which provide a
basis for vital cooperation. A Significant obstacle to
the sharing of information has recently been put in
place, which may make it difficult for the police to
gain access to the ongoing infonnation of other
police forces and law enforcement agencies,
including the NCA: namely, the lack of confidence
in the way this minister handles police information.
The Attorney-General in the Australian Capital
Territory, Mr Connolly, recently made public
statements about the conduct of the minister and his
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colleague, the Minister for Sport, Recreation and
Racing, which were a threat not only to the NCA
and its capacity to have confidence in information
sharing but also areas of national security such as
dealt with by the Australian Security Intelligence
Organisation. The minister does not understand the
principles contained in the bill with respect to the
integrity of police information. In the Australian
Capital Territory Legislative Assembly on 20 April a
question, which relates to clause 11, was asked of the
Attorney-General about the events in Victoria by
another member, Mr Berry, the ACT Deputy Chief
Minister:
... where information has been dug out by the liberals
for use for which it was never intended, could the
minister inform the Assembly under what
circumstances he would release sensitive police records
to members of opposition political parties, in other
states?

This matter goes to the heart of clause 11. The ACT
Attorney-General replied:
... there are no circumstances where as a minister of this
Labor government I would release police files, or police
records, or police opposition to anyone, let alone
members who may be personal friends of mine, and
members of Labor front benches, in other parts of
Australia.
The practice relating to access to criminal records from
the AFP is very clear. The document was tabled during
the debate last week, which I am happy to table again,
which makes it clear that the Australian Federal Police
would only provide me with such records, if it was
for - necessary for me to know that for the purposes of
conducting my official capacities as Attorney-General
of the Australian Capital Territory.
I would expect that if I was to ring the assistant
commissioner and say, 'I want to know the criminal
records of some people that my mates in the Labor
opposition in Victoria are pursuing', the assistant
commissioner would quite rightly say, 'Mr Attorney, 1
cannot provide you with that information'. That is the
way it should be. There is a fundamental issue at stake
here, that has been undennined by this cavalier attitude
of the Liberal's offtce. Although, I notice that
MrsCamell-

the leader of the ACT Liberal Party did say in the paper yesterday that it would be
unacceptable to use police records for that purpose .. ,
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Mr Connolly went on to quote the Age editorial with
which he agreed. He then states:
If the records of the Australian Federal Police, which,
by definition, are linked into Australian criminal
records across Australia, because we are a federal
system, if they are available for political parties to pass
around willy-nilly to their mates around Australia to
run political point-SCOring exercises, as we have seen
here, to go and get a ministerial scout -

perhaps it should be 'scalp' citizens of this country could well be expected to lose
confidence in the police force. The politicisation of a
police force, by ministers using access to secret police
ftles for partisan political purposes ...

Police flies are, quite properly, secret, Madam Speaker,
and so they should be ... I have not even heard the most
passionate components of open government suggesting
that we should set up a little computer terminal in the
police foyer so that people can come in and tap into the
police criminal records database. The material is, quite
_ properly, regarded as secret information, as
information only to be used for offtcial purposes and if
they are used for grubby partisan political purposes as the Victorian government has shown in its cavalier
approach it is prepared to do and as this opposition is
prepared to conniving, although when trying to take
the high moral ground in the Canberra Times,
Mrs Camell says, 'No, no, that's unacceptable', while in
the meantime, getting involved in the process and
happily making use of them - the citizens of Australia
ha ve a right to lose confidence in the police force.
In months to come, in years to come when ViTAB and
VicTAB and all the circumstances surrounding that are
long forgotten the issue of politicisation of a police
force - the issue of political use of police files by the
Victorian liberal government will still be around. It is
an issue that 1 intend to take very seriously through my
colleague police ministers at the upcoming police
ministers' ministerial forum, and I would expect to get
a strong reaffirmation from that forum, that it is
completely unacceptable for ministers of the Crown to
get access to police records, to then pass around to their
political mates in order to run a political job. Even
assuming the defence of Mc Reynolds, his proper
course was clear, it was - if he felt that information
needed to be communicated - it was to communicate
it to either Mr Berry, as the minister responsible at the
time, or communicate it to me as chief law officer.
If he felt - and his defence is this - his defence is
this - his defence is that he was justified in getting into
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secret police files and passing that to the opposition
because they r~ a serious ... the document that I
have just tabled shows the very limited circumstances
in which even I, as police minister, have access to them.
U he believes that that material, which he
acknowledges was derived from police sources - and
he has acknowledged that in the Victorian Parliament
... if you go into police records and you think that
shows something that is very significant, you have a
clear duty to pass that on to the chief law enforcement
officer in the jurisdiction under question.

That is a ringing condemnation, especially under the
legislation that the government is now seeking to
introduce, of the actions of the minister and his
colleague, the Minister for Sport, Recreation and
Racing. It is a serious matter. The minister
responsible for law enforcement in another
jurisdiction has said that ministers of this
government have placed in jeopardy the security of
police information and also the extent to which their
colleagues in other governments can be confident
about the way in which they conduct themselves
when sharing information. If Victorian police
information is to be made available willy-nilly for
political purposes, other jurisdictions will not
provide necessary information or share information
with them because they will not be able to trust the
integrity of the system. The bill deals with these
most important matters. The actions of those two
ministers have put at risk, in the eyes of other law
enforcement agencies, the security of Victorian
police information, which is scandalous. The
ministers stand condemned!
Mr COLE (Melbourne) - I support the basic
thrust of the amendments to the act contained in the
bill, and I shall speak about the National Crime
AuthOrity in general. I do not believe the
continuation of the NCA is a course that the Premier
supports because he regularly criticises it. He seems
to believe crime fighting can be done in other ways.
I will refer to the points raised by the Deputy Leader
of the Opposition about the release of confidential
documentation. The other week the police released
information to the Minister for Police and
Emergency Services, who passed it on to the
Minister for Sport, Recreation and Racing, who
passed it on -allegedly in the interests of the
world - to the Liberal Party in the Australian
Capital Territory to be used for blatant political
purposes.
Numerous issues are involved with that. The main
issue referred to in the bill is in proposed section
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1BB, which deals with offences concerning the
disclosure of information. The Minister for Police
and Emergency Services passed on confidential
police information which ultimately ended up with
the opposition in the ACT. As yet honourable
members have not been informed of whether the
police were informed at that time what would be
done with the information.

The ACflNG SPEAKER (Mr Richardson) Order! I remind the honourable member for
Melbourne that the provisions of this bill are quite
narrow. It is appropriate for him to make a passing
reference to the matters that he is raising now, but
his entire speech should not be on that subject. It is
appropriate to refer to matters relating to
information in the terms that he is using at the
moment; however, his remarks from now should
relate to the National Crime Authority (State
Provisions) (Amendment) Bill and the notations
which are specifically referred to in clause 11.
Mr HAERMEYER (Yan Yean) - On a point of
order, Mr Acting Speaker, clause 11 specifically
enshrines principles relating to the confidentiality of
information in relation to investigations by the
National Crime Authority. In other words, it
enshrines those principles of the integrity of
investigations, information and records of law
enforcement authorities. The honourable member
for Melbourne specifically referred to that. The point
he is making is simply drawing the distinction
between the principles enshrined in this legislation
and the principles that the government has been
practising in recent weeks in relation to police
records in Victoria.
Mr COLE (Melbourne) - On the point of order/
Mr Acting Speaker, I do not propose to speak at
length about it in any event but it is covered by
clause 11 and it is also covered by clause 4, which
extends the list of the people to whom and
organisations to which evidence may be given. It
seems to me that when confidentiality and privacy
are involved - at the federal level even more so it is relevant to this bill to talk about that particular
incident and others.
The ACIlNG SPEAKER - Order! I have
already said that it is appropriate to make a passing
reference to a particular incident. However, the
member's entire speech should not be based on a
particular incident. The second-reading debate is
concerned with principles and is more wide ranging
than the committee stage. There is no point of order.
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I ask the honourable member to keep in mind the
remarks I made a moment ago.

The ACTING SPEAKER - Order! the Chair is
pleased that the point has been made.

Mr COLE - I respect what you say, Mr Acting
Speaker, and I agree. I will keep it as a passing
reference, which should not and will not diminish
the importance of what I say. In relation to the
matter involving the Minister for Sport, Recreation
and Racing, confidential police information was
released about particular individuals which could
have easily been given to the police in the ACf if
there was such a great concern about it. That would
have resulted in the information being used perhaps
in legal proceedings. Alternatively, the information
could have been passed on to the government or the
minister's counterpart in the ACf government.

Mr COLE - You have also made your point well.
I hope such an event does not happen again and that
police ministers realise what their roles are and do
not get involved in operational matters - as this
minister seems hell-bent on doing - for political
purposes more often than not

The point of this story is that the information was
not used for that purpose at all; it was used for deep
political purposes, which is wrong. The fact that
information can be released in that manner is also
wrong and in my view the police were in the wrong
to release it for purely political purposes.
Aside from the specifics of the Tom Reynolds affair,
the major issue involving this bill is that people are
entitled to believe that if the police have information
that cannot be obtained readily other than through
the proper mechanisms, such as the checking of
registration or licence numbers, then that is exactly
where it should stay. That information is private and
should not be released to anybody, ineluding the
Minister for Police and Emergency Services, unless
there are extremely good reasons for it.

The opposition supports the NCA and almost
impossible job that it has. The problem of organised
crime is growing every day. A friend of mine has
been a policeman for some 30 years. He said to me
that once upon a time organised crime was when
two people got into a car and decided to do a
burglary; that is about as far it ever went Now it is
much more complicated; more money is involved
and people's lives are taken. Nefarious people are
involved in it and often it is not known who they
actually are. That means a broad and sophisticated
approach is required to deal with this extremely
difficult problem.
I remember when the NCA was formed and some of
the arguments that were put against it I was one of
the people who put forward an argument to the
federal Attorney-General, Gareth Evans, that it
would not be as effectual as it should, that it would
not operate across state borders and-that the matter
was being approached from the wrong direction. I
think I was wrong. However it would be fair to say
that I have been wrong occasionally before.
Mr McNamara interjected.

In cases such as that there is the added difficulty of

police ministers gaining information that they then
use for political purposes. There must be a clear
distinction in the role an Attorney-General or a
minister plays when they receive information - that
is, they should act as an Attorney-General or a
minister, not as a political operative, which is what
both the Minister for Police and Emergency Services
and the Minister for Sport, Recreation and Racing
were alleged to have done.
The ACTING SPEAKER - Order! The Chair
has been more than tolerant. If the honourable
member constantly returns to a particular issue
rather than dealing with the principles of the bill as a
whole, then the Chair will hear him no longer.
Mr COLE - Mr Acting Speaker, the point has
been made; I do not need to take it any further.

Mr COLE - That is right. I did not realise I had
such great support from the Minister for Police and
Emergency Services. He said I have never been
wrong. I hope that includes my suggestion that he
politicised the police ministry.
Mr McNamara interjected.
Mr COLE -It was said with irony, was it? I am
pleased. I would not have known if you had not
have told me. I think I was wrong.

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr COLE -It was just one of the rare occasions
when the Minister for Police and Emergency
Services actually had humour attached to one of his
jokes and it made me laugh. When considering
organised crime one must also consider the drug
trade. I have views about resolutions to the drug
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trade, but there is no doubt that there must be a
national authority to deal with organised crime in
the drug trade.
It would be a nonsense to suggest that the bulk of

heroin and amphetamines are produced in
Australia. They are not; they are produced outside
Australia. By and large, they come from those great
bastions of law and order - Singapore, Malaysia
and lbailand. We must accept that because of the
nature of the trade it cannot be handled at a state
level.
The last time a government attempted to handle
those types of problems at a state level was when
guns were placed at one of the harbours down the
road in expectation of a Russian attack! It would be
wrong to think that we could somehow solve the
enormous problem - Mr McNamara interjected.
Mr COLE -lbat is true. As the Minister for
Police and Emergency Services points out, the
Russians never arrived in force. Whether or not it
was because of the placing of those guns, the
Russians never quite made it; they never actually
invaded us. The attack on the drug trade needs to
have a national focus and to be undertaken in
conjunction with all the other states.

Without wishing to go back over the point I made
before, the major problem with the National Crime
AuthOrity - I do not think it will be disputed - is
that it requires the cooperation of police and other
organisations in all states. Although I am sure the
Premier and other ministers would object strongly, I
believe it would be more logical if it had a more
centralised focus. I say that with some trepidation: I
have read the two-volwne biography of J. Edgar
Hoover, so I am aware that there can be problems
with a centralised body. I see that the police minister
has a smile on his face. I do not know whether he is
trying to emulate him or not.

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr COLE - I was not referring to establishing an
FBI-type body; I was alluding to J. Edgar Hoover's
releasing confidential information or doing jobs on
people on a regular basis, including eight or nine
preSidents. I cannot quote it because it would be too
bad to repeat, but former President Nixon's
comment when he discovered that J. Edgar Hoover
had arrived was an absolute ripper. He referred to
him as a certain type of person. I cannot quote the
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term in Parliament; all I will say is that Richard
Nixon referred to him as a certain type of sucker and it was not the type who got sucked into doing
things he did not want to do! It can safely be said
that Victoria does not want a J. Edgar Hoover. It is
not a bad thing that the states are involved in and
have some influence over the operations of the
NCA, which would not be possible if it were a
centralised body.
As the bill points out, it is not a federal or
commonwealth body. It must work as part of a
federation, which is desirable. The national focus of
the NCA enables it to attack major criminal
problems that cannot be attacked at the local level.
The National Crime AuthOrity has a crucial role to
play in dealing with white-collar crime. By and large
the states will play less Significant roles in this area.
In the past there have been major problems with
resources and expertise. I know that Commander
Allan Bowles's corporate crime group is doing some
very good work. I was at university with Allan so I
know his history. After being badly injured he
demonstrated his loyalty to the police force by
staying on and taking a different direction. lbat has
paid dividends, both for him and for the police
force. lbat aside, the prosecution of white-collar
crime at the state level will never be the same.
There are two principal reasons for a national
approach to white-collar crime. When we talk about
white collar crime we talk about the offences
prescribed in the federal corporations legislation.
The bill is not concerned with people defrauding
banks by going over their Bankcard limits. lbat is
not to say we are not concerned about that because
we are; but that is the type of issue that can be
handled by local police.
The second reason is the enormity of the task and
the amount of resources and expertise needed. With
all due respect to fonner police officers, the days of
police performing major accounting-type
investigations are well and truly over. The lateral
entry of accountants into the police force will
become more common. I have a personal view on
that Although I do not want to refer too much to the
FBI for fear of being mistaken for a supporter, it is
interesting to note that it was J. Edgar Hoover who
said that all the members of the FBI should be
lawyers. As a lawyer I agree with that. lbat shows
the expertise the United States law enforcement
agencies believed their agents needed to help them
deal with the complex matters they were faced with.
In the years ahead increasing nwnbers of people
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with academic qualifications will join the police
force - many of them with law and accounting
degrees. They will spend 3,4 or 5 years on the beat
and then proceed into other areas. I do not see a
problem with that so long as they come through the
ranks and move on quickly. My view is that they
should not be given lateral entry, but that is an issue
for another day.
When we consider the degree of difficulty involved
in solving those particular crimes, we realise that we
need an organisation such as the NCA. Without it
Victoria would not be able to play its part in
properly coordinating the attack on the crime
problems in Australia.
The opposition believes the Premier's attack on the
NCA was at best untimely and at worst disgraceful.
Although I do not want to labour the point it is hard
to understand how the Premier can support the bill
on the one hand yet publicly denounce the NCA on
the other. The Premier's assertions after the
Adelaide bombing that the NCA's security was slack
and that the organisation had not been effective and
so on were terrible and were a blight on Victoria.
Given that somebody lost his life it would have been
better if the Premier had kept his mouth shut.
One wonders what would have happened if, after
the death of Angela Taylor, who was killed by a
bomb, a government leader had said that the police
force had attracted and encouraged that kind of
activity because of the way it victimised and
attacked people. The comments were imprudent and
wrong and are best forgotten. They are among the
worst things I have heard said about law
enforcement agencies.
It did not stop there. Other comments were made
which left a lot to be desired. It is easy - people do
it all the time - to attack police and others involved
in prosecutions. But the Premier's attack on the
NCA for doing what I believe was its job at the same
time as a senior member of the Liberal Party namely, a fonner federal president -was being
investigated by the authority, left a lot to be desired.
The Premier said the NCA had destroyed lives
because of its activities and its ability to use endless
amounts of public money.
The Premier went on to say that the cost of the
National Crime AuthOrity is unjustified, its
performance is negligible and abysmal and that its
investigations have cost tens of millions of dollars
and have resulted not in convictions but only in the
destruction of people's lives. It is mind-boggling to
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think that the Premier has publicly denounced the
National Crime AuthOrity on radio. He obviously
made the statement because of his underlying belief
that what he was saying was true and that the
authority was attacking people he knew or who
were associates of the Liberal Party.
Whatever the reasons for making the statement, the
fact is that he was wrong. If the Premier had
bothered to examine the nature of the investigations
of the NCA he would appreciate that they are all
costly. There are no short cuts. There is no way of
investigating organised crime other than through a
long, rigorous process, which is expensive. No-one
understands the risk; no-one understands how hard
it is to coordinate these campaigns unless they are
involved in the process.
The people with whom I have spoken tell me that
these investigations are extremely difficult to carry
out and that they have a low success rate. However,
it must be balanced against the overwhelming
preponderance of the problem. For instance, if the
authority caught an Abe Saffron, which is difficult to
do, it would miss out on all the other people
involved in crime.
I am concerned that the Premier and others have a
view that these organisations are attacking part of
the Establishment or brotherhood that exists in this
country. Some people do not want to expose
white-collar crimes, which are often perceived as
business practices. In some sense they are, and that
is the difficulty. It is extremely difficult to determine
what is a business practice and what is an illicit,
illegal or corrupt action.
As I pointed out before, it is disturbing that the
Premier has said that the authority has not been
successful and has destroyed lives. Lives may well
have been destroyed, and one would hope they were
not innocent people who have been hurt, which can
happen, but crime authorities have to investigate in
a manner which often means people will be hurt.
I was disturbed at the attempt by John Elliott to
prevent the Director of Public Prosecutions, acting
on behalf of the NCA, to lay charges against him. If
other people go down that path - and I believe the
bill addresses the problem to some extent - every
time an officer is given the responsibility of charging
someone after an investigation we will be in for a
hard time. It puts the lie to the view that
governments are trying to curb white-collar crime
and the drug trade.
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In examining the efforts the Premier has gone to on
behalf of other people at the most inappropriate
times one is led to the conclusion that he is unfit to
perform the role of Premier. No-one should make
statements like that about the NCA, the Victoria
Police Force or other law enforcement organisations
unless they have substantial information and
support to back them up. The truth is the Premier
was on his own. He did not have any information to
support the proposition that he was putting. Many
Australians were suitably outraged, and I hope
people will not forget what the Premier said or that
a person was killed one day and the Premier's
response was not to moum that death but to attack
the authority.
Mr TURNER (Bendigo West) - On a point of
order, Mr Acting Speaker, standing order no. 108
states that honourable members must not cast
imputations against other members. The honourable
member for Melbourne is now making an
imputation against the Premier, and I ask that you
bring him back to the bill.
The AcnNG SPEAKER (Mr Richardson) Order! I do not uphold the point of order because I
do not believe standing order no. 108 has been
transgressed at this point. However, I remind the
honourable member for Melbourne of the prOvisions
of that standing order.

Mr COLE (Melbourne) -If I was being honest I
would definitely transgress that standing order. The
fact is that the Premier should not have made the
criticisms of the NCA that he did. I shall leave the
matter at that because I know many members of the
Liberal Party are embarrassed by his remarks.
The opposition supports the bill and the actions of
the NCA in its valiant attempt to resolve this
enormous problem. Investigating organised crime is
difficult and costly and will often be the subject of
criticism, whether authorities are successful or not,
given the nature of the people being charged.
The opposition wants the NCA to act with authority.
It agrees with the provision regarding warrants and
other enforcement methods encapsulated in the bill.
I hope the Premier either keeps his mouth shut or
puts his foot in it before he feels the need to make
similar comments. I hope the Victoria Police Force
and the government take a positive approach to the
operation of the NCA. I also hope the Minister for
Police and Emergency Services will not get involved
in operational matters or do jobs on people
politically any longer.
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Mr McNAMARA (Minister for Police and
Emergency Services) - I thank honourable
members who have made contributions to the
debate and the opposition for its support of the bill.
The legislation makes a number of minor
amendments to the principal act to complement
amendments made to the commonwealth legislation
in order to bring this bill and the commonwealth
legislation into line.

Clause 11 inserts sections 18A and 18B into the
principal act to prevent the disclosure of information
about a notice or summons. The purpose of that
provision is to ensure ongoing security of
investigations. Summonses and notices can be
issued at an early stage, and should the suspect
become aware of the investigation relevant evidence
may be destroyed or witnesses unduly influenced.
The notation also has an additional advantage of
protecting the reputation of individuals being
investigated by reducing the likelihood of media
attention being brought to the investigation until
charges have been laid.
Honourable members have commented on where
the National Crime Authority is heading and on its
coordinating role in examining more serious
criminal activity in Australia. For some years the
Victorian government provided a lead role in
bringing about that coordination. It may be of
benefit to revisit how we came to that pOSition with
theNCA.
In 1964 the Victorian government commissioned
Mr Cusack, a police officer from the United States of
America, to study and report on a series of murders
and attempted murders at the Queen Victoria
Market in Melbourne. In August of that year
Mr Cusack reported that there was a secret criminal
society of Calabrian origin operating in Victoria and
Australia and he recommended that a bureau of
criminal intelligence be established within the
Victoria Police Force to assist in dealing with
organised crime. Until that time there was no such
bureau.
The honourable member for Melbourne spoke about
earlier policing methods and the crime that took
place in the 1920s and 1930s where it was
fundamentally localised and disorganised crime,
more of a petty nature. Much of the big money in
crime today is structured, almost in a corporate
sense. It is not focused only within particular
suburbs, such as the petty larceny that I believe will
continue forever and a day, but crosses state and
international borders. Mr Cusack said that Australia

NA TIONAL CRIME AUTHORITY (STATE PROVISIONS) (AMENDMENT) BILL
Thursday, 28 Apri11994

ASSEMBLY

was getting into the sort of crime that America had
been experiencing for some time.
In August 1973 the New South Wales government
appointed Mr Justice Moffitt to head the Royal
Commission into Organised Crime in Clubs. At that
time the licensed club industry was in its growth
phase in New South Wales but was becoming a
bigger player in the gambling market, and large
amounts of money were involved. As the
honourable member for Yan Yean said, if the money
trail can be broken it effectively halves the focus on
crime across borders, especially organised crime.
The commission examined allegations that the Sally
poker machine company was allegedly linked to
organised crime in America. Mr Justice Moffitt
recommended a frank and drastic review of the
methods of investigation of organised crime of
overseas and local origin and that particular
procedures be established appropriate to that as a
special class of crime.

Four years later the New South Wales government
appointed Mr Justice Woodward to head the Royal
Commission into Drug Trafficking following the
disappearance of anti-drug campaigner Donald
Mackay. He was asked to inquire into the drug trade
in Australia and, in particular, the alleged existence
of organised crime based on ethnic groups. The
commission received evidence of the existence of a
secret Calabrian society operating in New South
Wales.
In the same year the governments of Victoria,
Tasmania, Western Australia, Queensland and the
commonwealth appointed Mr Justice Williams to
head the Australian Royal Commission into Drugs.
Almost all jurisdictions in Australia recognised there
was a problem and they established a royal
commission to examine the issue. Mr Justice
Williams noted that the criminal law in Australia
was ill-equipped to deal on any organised basis with
illegal activities. Justices Woodward and Williams,
in a jOint memorandum to the New South Wales and
commonwealth governments, pointed to a critical
lack of coordination between federal and state
agencies, wasteful deployment of resources and
duplication of effort. They recommended that a joint
task force be set up to secure the conviction of
persons engaged in drug trafficking.
In 1980 the commonwealth and Victorian
governments appointed Mr Frank Costigan, QC, to
head a royal commission to inquire into the
Federated Ship Painters and Dockers Union and its
involvement in criminal activity at the
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Williamstown naval dockyard. The commission's
original inquiries led to a much broader
investigation into fraud, tax evasion and corruption.
Mr Cole interjected.
Mr McNAMARA - I take up the interjection by
the honourable member for Melbourne. Following a
change in federal government in the early 1980s the
Costigan royal commission was wOWld up. That
was a disgrace. Frank Costigan was on the verge of
entering into important investigations. I believe both
sides of politics supported him but some
individuals, for reasons of their own, particularly the
Prime Minister at the time, decided it was time for
the commission to be wOWld up. I know that Frank
Costigan's political roots are that of the opposition
rather than this side of the house, but he was
appointed by a conservative government because he
was regarded as a person of the highest principles
and integrity and he should have been allowed to
complete his investigations. No-one in society, no
matter how influential they are, should be above the
law. That is an important principle of the justice
system.
In 1981, a year after the Costigan royal commission
was established, the commonwealth, New South
Wales, Victorian and Queensland governments
appointed the Royal Commission into Drug
Trafficking headed by Mr Justice Stewart. Mr Justice
Stewart noted that investigations into organised
crime were long term, demanding and complex and
that the resources, powers, procedures and
techniques available to existing law enforcement
agencies were inadequate to deal with the problem.

The National Crimes Commission was then
established in response to community and political
concerns which arose following the findings of the
long series of royal commissions. Australian
governments began to consider the need for a new
law enforcement agency at the national level,
equipped with the coercive powers, skills and
resources necessary to lead the fight against
organised crime.
In December 1982 the commonwealth Parliament
passed the National Crimes Commission Act 1982
which established the commission and which,
among other matters, would assume for
investigation issues identified by the Costigan royal
commission. Among the rationale for establishing
the commission was that giving the required
coercive powers to a body of limited size, specialist
qualifications and special status would be more
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acceptable to the community than giving the same
powers to large existing generalist police forces.

to make decisions in relation to the arrangements of
ViTAB and the Totalizator Agency Board in the ACT.

In March 1983 there was a change of commonwealth
government. The incoming government reviewed
the National Crimes Commission Act and the then
yet-to-be established National Crimes Commission.
Following widespread consultation and
intergovernmental negotiations between all state
jurisdictions, the commonwealth Attorney-General
and police ministers from the various jurisdictions
reached agreement in September 1983 on a model
for the National Crime AuthOrity.

Mr Cole - We can sleep well at night knowing
that.

The question should be asked whether the original
proposal for the commission to follow the
Costigan-type investigation was a more appropriate
course. The honourable member for Melbourne nods
in agreement that that was the course. We have
taken a slightly different course.
The National Crimes Commission examined the
need to avoid fragmentation, to continue the work of
the Costigan royal commission and to ensure it had
those coercive powers we have seen with a royal
commission-type investigation. That is what led us
to today's legislation. It is important to recognise the
role of the NCA and the way in which we have
arrived at the current pOSition. We need to continue
a monitoring role and consider further areas of
improvement in the fight against crime. It is
certainly an issue on which we would find
agreement from all sides of every Parliament.
The legislation will add in a minor way to the
manner in which the NCA operates and should
assist in improving its efficiency. I am sure all
honourable members wish the bill a safe passage
through the house.
Finally I will respond to some of the issues not
precisely concerned with the bill, when the shadow
minister and the honourable member for Melbourne
drifted onto the subject of recent requests I had from
the Minister for Sport, Recreation and Racing who
was concerned about certain characters who were
involved in partnership arrangements with the
Totalizator Agency Board.
The minister contacted my office requesting details
of those individuals as he believed he needed that
information to determine whether the partnership
arrangements, particularly with the ACT Totalizator
Agency Board, were to continue. I prOVided that
information to him and as a result he has been able

Mr McNAMARA - For the benefit of the
honourable member for Melbourne, when I receive a
request from a minister of the Crown I will make a
determination as to whether I believe it is
appropriate for the information to be provided to
him or her because at the end of the day we are all
concerned to ensure we have a non-involvement of
criminals within a range of areas covered by state
jurisdictions. The gaming area is of particular
concern.
Motion agreed to.
Read second time.
Passed remaining stages.

ALCOHOLICS AND
DRUG-DEPENDENT PERSONS
(AMENDMENT) BILL
Second reading
Debate resumed from 22 March; motion of
Mrs TEHAN (Minister for Health).
Mr THW AITES (Albert Park) - The opposition
does not oppose the legislation although it is
concerned about the way in which the government
is implementing alcohol and drug services.
The purpose of the legislation, in part, as outlined in
clause 1, is:
... to permit the private sector to provide, under
contract, services for the purposes of the Alcoholics and
Drug-dependent Persons Act ...

The private sector already provides a range of
services in the alcohol and drug area; at present
some 50 non-government sector agencies provide
those services.
This legislation legitimises a process that has already
partly taken place. Section 19 of the act provides a
system for the listing of non-government sector
organisations and provides for their regulation and
inspection by an inspectorate; the bill amends that
section. The opposition is on record as having
supported legitimate and appropriate reform to the
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state's health and community services system. One
only has to examine the significant range of reforms
that the former Labor government introduced in
intellectual disability services and hospitals, as well
as in children and young persons services, to
understand the level of that reform.
Many of the reforms that the government claims
credit for, and has been trumpeting around the
countryside, were commenced by the former Labor
government and by public servants who, in many
cases, were appointed by the Labor government to
carry out reform for a better health system.
I place this bill in the context of the importance of
alcohol and drug services. At present about 20 per
cent of all hospital admissions are due to
alcohol-related diseases. TIlat demonstrates the
importance of adequately funded alcohol and drug
treatment services. At present an estimated
$1.4 billion is spent by the government on
alcohol-related problems, according to the strategy
papers of the 1993 National Campaign Against Drug
Abuse.
In the recently-released strategy of the government

on new directions in alcohol and drug services, the
government noted that the net cost of alcohol and
drug-related harm to Victorians was calculated to be
a minimum of $3 billion a year; it is a very
Significant problem. More than 2S 000 Australians
die each year from drug-related causes, which is
20 per cent of all Australian deaths.
Perhaps most tragically, between the ages of 15 and
34, one death in three is drug-related. At the level of
loss of young lives we are dealing with preventable
death. The health system must do everything
possible to prevent that type of unnecessary death.
I was somewhat amazed by a press clipping earlier
this year which stated that a study has shown that
'5 million Australians have been brain-damaged by
grog'. That research was carried out at Curtin
University of Technology. It stated that between
5 million and 6 million Australians suffer from brain
damage caused by alcohol. Evidence of that may be
the Employee Relations Act, which the minister said
was drafted one night after half a bottle of scotch!
The problem is not confined to those needing acute
care but is prevalent throughout the whole
community. Not only does alcohol abuse cost a great
deal, but also drug abuse costs approximately
$14.3 billion a year. Tobacco is also a harmful and
dangerous drug and its use is a massive problem
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which costs $6.8 billion a year. Community-based
alcohol and drug services in Victoria currently treat
10000 people a year for drug and alcohol-related
problems. TIlat represents a substantial expenditure
of government funds. According to the na tional
drug strategy, alcohol continues to be Australia's
biggest problem drug, accounting for more than half
of the people receiving treatment in rehabilitation
centres. Another distressing figure relates to binge
drinking among young people, and I am sure all
members have encountered that problem in their
electorates. Unfortunately binge drinking is also
associated with psychiatric problems. I have spoken
to a number of psychiatrists in the public and
private health system and they have said that a new
phenomenon is emerging of teenagers drinking to
excess and also suffering psychiatric problems.
Figures also show a high percentage of young girls
smoking tobacco, and that is a major problem for
any drug strategy to deal with. It is young teenagers
who may be most influenced by tobacco advertising,
therefore, it is important that inappropriate
advertising of tobacco is not allowed at sporting
events and that tobacco companies are not allowed
to sponsor the grand prix. A report released by the
health department in 1993 shows that cigarette
smoking is increasing among school children. That
adds to the reason why the grand prix should not
receive any support whatsoever from "tobacco
companies.
Concern has also been expressed about the
regulation of private providers under the bill.
Neither the bill nor the second-reading speech
mention quality controls for non-government
providers. Although the bill sets out the criteria for
the tennination of contracts between the
government and private providers and provides for
the appointment of an administrator, it contains no
clear indication of what quality controls private
providers must meet. If it is serious about providing
quality services the government should make its
service standards clear either in the bill or in the
house so that the community clearly understands
what those service standards are.
The opposi tion is also concerned that the bill
contains no guarantee of equity of access to
proposed privatised services. The bill fails to assure
people that they will be able to use those services
without being charged a fee. There is a real
possibility that private operators will impose fees
because they have to make profits. The Victorian
Association of Alcohol and Drug Agencies raised
that matter when the plan to privatise drug
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treatment was first mooted. The director of VAADA
said that the government had several choices, and
one was to charge clients fees. The director said that
a lot of people would not be able to pay for
treatment and therefore would not be treated.
The agencies were concerned also about the
possibility of the government putting out to tender
certain treatment services that could be picked up by
groups of doctors or private hospitals. That could
lead to the appointment of agencies more interested
in profit and skimming the cream than in providing
services.
The opposition is also concerned about the lack of
consultation with a number of agencies. Of course,
an issue related to that is the cutting of funding to
the central coordinating body, VAADA. Last year
the government announced that the money to
VAADA would be cut off over a two-year period,
which would leave Victoria as the only state without
a central coordinating agency. If the government is
trying to set up its own agency, it is certainly being
done in a secretive manner. The community,
especially the affected community, should be more
involved. The opposition is not sure why the
existing coordinating agency could not continue
carrying out the role it has carried out in the past. It
would appear that by cutting funding to this body
the government is more interested in saving money
than properly coordinating drug and alcohol
services.
That leads to my next general point relating to
funding. Major concern has been expressed about
the funding of alcohol and drug services. The
minister has indicated by way of press release, that
the funding level for alcohol and drug programs,
which is approximately $27.5 million, will be
maintained. I understand that a Significant part of
that funding comes from the commonwealth
government. Regardless of that, the government has
reduced the 1991-92 funding of $29 million for
alcohol and drug programs to $25.7 million. That is a
significant cut and is consistent with the
government's slash-and-burn record in the health
area. As the government continues to make those
major cuts, we will see the results. The major result
will be the lowering of standards of service, and that
is being seen all over Victoria.

Mrs Tehan interjected.
Mr THWAITES - Given that I do not have the
time, I do not propose to go through the numerous
examples. However, over the next year I will
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happily debate with the minister the major decline
of services in this state, particularly in the health
system. Today I limit my comments to the alcohol
and drug area and to the hill.
A promise to maintain a level of funding at
$25.7 million is not much of a promise when the
funds have already been cut it by some $4 million.
Mr Honeywood interjected.

Mr THWAITES - I will come to the outcomes.
The government has not yet been properly judged
on the outcomes of its policy documents because
they are just bits of paper. The government has not
yet performed. The experts in the field are saying
that the government's policies, although they may
look good in glossy brochures, are not necessarily
going to work.
There is a Significant difference between the rhetoric
and the reality. One example of that of course is the
situation which arose at Heatherton. The treatment
of the alcohol and drug clinic at the Heatherton
Hospital was a debacle. The government refused to
release information on time and simply made
announcements. A community meeting was held in
November last year at which more than 200
concerned staff and users of - Mr Honeywood - Staff come first.
Mr THWAITES - This government is entirely
dismissive of the people who work in the field
because it thinks it always knows what is right. The
people who actually work in the field have a
devotion to their clients and patients. They do care,
so the government should not treat them with
contempt. In my experience most of those people
have as their primary concern the care of their
patients.
People other than staff also attended the meeting,
including families of the people involved, former
clients, many of whom had been alcoholics but had
managed to change their behaviour, and
representatives of the Salvation Army, and the
Australian Catholic University.
The public meeting was attended by people from a
whole range of alcohol and drug services, but there
was no representative from the Department of
Health and Community Services. The government
was represented by the honourable member for
Mordialloc. I am not sure in what context he was
representing the government, because some of the
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comments he made did not endorse the
government's actions, and he made a statement to
the meeting that the whole process of closing alcohol
and drug services was not the work of the
government.
He claimed that it was, rather, the work of the
department. He blamed it on 'some Sir Humphreys',
which leads one to presume that he meant Sir John
Paterson rather than Sir Humphrey. Maybe that is
what is coming after the AO for Or Paterson-a
knighthood!
The reports are that when the honourable member
for Mordialloc made that comment the meeting
erupted. He appeared to be publicly dissociating
himself from the government and the decision to
close the Drug and Alcohol Clinic at Heatherton.
Some of the people who have to cope with the
situation on the ground believe that that decision
will lead to chaos.
As recently as last week in the Moorabbin Standard,
Sister Lyn, a lay chaplain and member of the
Anglican Church's Community of the Holy Name
said treatment services would be fragmented by the
closure of the Drug and Alcohol Clinic at
Heatherton Hospital. She predicted that following
the State government's decision to privatise
treatment of drug and alcohol-addicted people,
chaos looms. The people on the ground do not have
the confidence that the Minister apparently has that
everything will be all right.
Sister Lyn referred to a number of cases where
people with acute problems that need to be treated
in that acute context are already having trouble
getting treatment; and how much worse will it be
without those beds at Heatherton?
Within the government's new direction the
fundamental thrust of alcohol and drug services is
towards primary care rather than tertiary
intervention, and that thrust is supported by the
opposition because we have traditionally been at the
forefront of primary care and prevention programs
around the world.
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became serious symptoms - a stance your
government is now undennining.
But leaving aside the politics of the situation, while
we support primary intervention, there is a
transitional problem: a number of people are in that
tertiary phase now, and they need the tertiary
treatment. There will be a long-term benefit from
putting more emphasis on primary care, but until
you reap the benefits and reduce the numbers of
people in that tertiary phase, you cannot afford to
close all those tertiary units.
Mrs Tehan interjected.

Mr THW AITES - The minister says she is just
spreading them a bit. If, in fact, the total number of
beds in Victoria is not being reduced, the opposition
will be much happier. But I understand the
government is actually removing acute beds from
the tertiary area.
Mrs Tehan interjected.
Mr THWAITES - That is a cut. The minister has
acknowledged there will be a cut in the number of
acute beds. That is not appropriate when there is
such a demand. It might be that in five or ten years,
when the primary intervention programs have had a
chance to be successful, it will be appropriate; but it
is not now. Having referred to the honourable
member for Mordialloc's attendance at that meeting,
apparently not on behalf of the government, I
should also say that he was reported as saying there
would probably never be enough beds, and that the
change to a privatised system followed international
best practice. As Sister Lyn replied, if there are not
enough beds now, it is not really appropriate to
remove more.
Mr Leigh's comments were described as callous in a
letter to the local paper, and in fact another person
said that she had read with horror the plight of
people with drug and alcohol addiction at
Heatherton hospital. I refer to a letter written from
someone who has suffered from alcoholism. She
says, 'God bless sisters Lyn and Margaret' and
'Down with the politicians'.

Mrs Tehan interjected.
Mr THW AITES - There was nothing there at all
under your Liberal predecessors. The whole concept
of health promotion was pioneered here in Victoria
through VicHealth, the tobacco levy and other
programs aimed at preventing problems before they

The ACflNG SPEAKER (Mr Richardson) Order! The honourable member should cite the
journal or newspaper from which he is quoting.
Mr mWAITES - This is in the article I quoted
previously from the Moorabbin Standard of
Wednesday, 6 April. The people in the field, the
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Sister Lyns and Sister Margarets and others, have
real concerns about the way the government is
carrying out its proposals.
Another example is in Ballarat, where alcohol and
drug services have been closed. The closure of the
residential alcohol and drug treatment program in
Ballarat has increased difficulties for those trying to
treat people with alcohol and drug difficulties in
Ballarat, and the Ballarat Hospital no longer has a
detoxification service where once it did. So we are
seeing a cut in services, and for those who need
acute treatment, that acute treatment will not be
there.
I emphasise that while the government and
opposition are in broad agreement over the need for
improvements and increases in the primary care and
primary intervention level, that cannot happen, at
least in the transitional period, at the expense of
those who need acute services.
Mr DOYLE (Malvern) - I agree with the
honourable member for Albert Park that this is a
facilitating bill that allows certain mechanisms
through which alcohol and drug services can be
delivered by non-government organisations.
However, I take issue with him in that it also
provides for quality of service provision.
The honourable member for Albert Park pointed out
a difference between rhetoric and reality, and
highlighted his distress at our rhetoric and reality. I
point out that his rhetoric was that there was no
quality control, but if he had read the bill he would
know that new section 4A(2)(c) as contained in
clause 4, under 'provision of services under contract'
may provide for a termination of a contract under
this section by the Chief General Manager if the
Chief General Manager is of the opinion that, any
performance standards specified in the contract in
relation to the provision of service are not being met
by the contracted service provider. That concept has
a direct reference in the bill to the way quality of
service provision can be monitored and how
accountability for that quality can be tracked, and
that is why there are provisions for termination of
the contract and the appointment of an
administrator.
The bill does not just safeguard the quality of
service; it also provides a better partnership between
government and non-government services. That was
another point that the honourable member for
Albert Park missed when he was talking about the
service providers, and in his comments - which
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were often prefaced by reference to people on the
ground and complaints that the service was being
diminished in some way - he did not mention the
geographical or clinical isolation that currently exists
in the services. None of that was mentioned, nor was
what might be a better service proviSion, and that is
something I would like to come back to later, time
permitting.
This is a small but critical bill. If I may be
philosophical for a moment, I point out that
whenever we as members of Parliament think about
the fabric of our society and the glue that holds it
together, we focus on things that we might argue
about on different sides of Parliament. I refer to a
book I have been reading recently, an excellent read
entitled Re-inventing Australia: the mind and mood of
Australia in the 90s by Hugh Mackay, in which he
talks about a growing emphasis on concepts, which
seems to be returning to basics. He lists words and
concepts like responsibility, restraint, moderation,
integrity, Simplicity, balance, safety, loyalty,
discipline, and the family.
I would add to those concepts things like hard work
or rule of law or a fair go, to use the Australian
vernacular. Although all those terms have infinite
shades of meaning they are pretty popular signposts
to what we would see as the fabric that holds society
together.
•
The other side of the coin is to know the symptoms
of when a society is falling apart. What are the signs
that tell us that we should have concerns about out
society? I consider those signs to be domestic
violence, road trauma, hospital wards filling up with
people because of substance abuse, crime rates
rising, child abuse - all of those things are
indicators of when a society is not working.
Therefore it is interesting to consider some facts
about alcohol and drug abuse. Unlike the
honourable member for Albert Park, when I am
talking about drugs I will not refer to cigarettes and
tobacco - I refer the honourable member to my
speech on the tobacco legislation for that - but shall
concentrate on substances that are presently legal.
These are some of the facts: in 1988 the National
Health Survey said that 240 000 people were
drinking at hazardous or harmful levels. The
problem with that is that only 10000 or 4 per cent
presented for treatment in that period. In 1993, a
Victorian household survey found that 40 000
Victorians were characterised as injecting drug
users; 1 in 5 hospital casualty admissions were
alcohol and drug related; alcohol was involved in
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64 per cent of domestic violence incidents
investigated by the police; a sample of child abuse
cases registered with the Department of Health and
Community Services found that alcohol and drug
use was a contributing factor in at least 43 per cent
of families; in 1990 drugs caused 6587 deaths: almost
1 in 5 of the state total, as the honourable member
for Albert Park pointed out. In 1991 some 19 000
convictions for drug offences were recorded, and
more than half of Victoria's prisoners are reported to
have committed their offences to support alcohol or
drug habits. The honourable member for Albert Park
referred to road trauma: the survey found that of the
548 persons killed in road accidents in 1990, a
quarter had blood alcohol readings above the legal
limit of .05.
When one looks at these matters which we see as
symptomatic of our society falling apart it is
interesting to note how many of them are covered by
the bill, because it provides for improvements to
service delivery in the alcohol and drug-dependent
persons area. That is why this small bill is critical
because when one looks at the terrible human cost,
not just to the community but to the individuals
who make up the community, one realises that the
social costs are the worst, and none of us would
minimise those. But it is important also not to
minimise the economic costs estimated at $3.7 billion
every year, which reflects the damage done to
SOCiety through these abuses.
The truly tragic aspect is that many of the problems
we are looking at are preventable. We can do
something about the drug and alcohol problems and
the health problems.

An honourable member interjected.
Mr DOYLE - That is what we are here today to
do! The difference between rhetoric and reality in
the speech of the honourable member for Albert
Park was again not matched by talking about what
we are doing to improve alcohol and drug services.
He mentioned three levels of intervention and
carped about the current resource allocation. As he
pointed out, at the moment alcohol and drug
services are predominantly focused on tertiary
intervention: that is, with people with dependencies.
One of the principal aims of the redevelopment that
the minister is encouraging, which this bill is a part
of, is to correct the imbalance between the three
types of services mentioned: primary, secondary and
tertiary. The problem has been that when you
emphasise one of these it is at the expense of the
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others, and over the past 10 years it has been at the
expense of preventive measures at the primary and
secondary levels. It is at the secondary level, which
the honourable member failed to mention, that
world trends and worldwide research show us the
best value is obtained for the resources allocated to
health services, provided they are well targeted and
delivered by people who are trained.
The honourable member for Albert Park also talked
about the fact that there were no early intervention
services, and that is so, but the minister's strategy is
to redress that imbalance. Indeed, $2 million was
allocated for secondary interventions, but our
predecessors did not do anything about it. What
would their answer have been if they had tackled
the early intervention problem? Given the history of
the past 10 years I believe it would have been, 'Let's
throw more money at it'. The former government
did not even do that because there was not any! That
is not the way we operate.
We have shown time and again that the solution is
not found by simply reaching into a non-existent
bottomless bucket of money. There is no such thing,
and the Labor Party found that out after 10 years.
What really marks the difference between rhetoric
and reality is that the former government did not
provide those services - they were not even there!
Even the opposition's own philosophy could not
bring it to that point. That is what the minister is
doing, and that is what the honourable member for
Albert Park so carefully glossed over: enabling
secondary interventions by achieving effidendes in
tertiary service delivery. If the opposition expects
the government to make apologies for seeking
greater effidencies in service delivery, I am sorry;
we are not going to come to the party. The
government will improve those effidencies and
redress an imbalance that has been there, to the
shame of the Labor Party, in services that it did not
provide. It is all right now for the opposition to
support the bill and bleat about how we have got to
have these services; they were not provided before
but they will be from now on. That will not have and the honourable member for Albert Park was
correct on this point - an immediate dramatic
outcome, but it is something that we all agree has to
be done if we are to tackle the problems long term.
Given the scope of the problems I outlined before,
anything we can do to move us forward will be an
important initiative and one on which the minister
deserves commendation.
One small statistic that the department provided to
me is that if we were to have a 5 per cent reduction
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in drug-related hanns we would save $10 million
annually, and that is a very important aspect of the
way we go about our reforms.
Looking at the whole picture, I believe that what we
also need to do is to balance services, and that is
what the minister is doing. The services have to be
accessible, responsive to needs, and efficient. We
will not get there by throwing more money at the
problem, and that is something I want to take up
with the honourable member for Albert Park
because he referred to glossy brochures and 'how
you haven't done it', but surely there is some benefit
to having a game plan. Surely there is some benefit
in saying, This is how we can achieve the
efficiencies and this is what we see as a better service
for Victoria'. If the opposition wishes to decry that
view it does not have any grounds to stand on.
Although Drug Services Victoria has improved the
framework for service provision dramatically there
are still fundamental problems there, and I think
both sides would agree with that.
Earlier I raised the matter of the geographical and
clinical isolation from and therefore limited access
by most of the affected community to the
mainstream health services, and certain
infrastructure problems need to be addressed. What
does one do to deliver services better? One looks at a
treatment system that puts services where Victorians
need them and that has the capacity to intervene at
earlier stages. The opposition agrees on that, and it is
something that the strategies which were decried by
the honourable member for Albert Park provide a
game plan to do. The government agrees that we
need drug withdrawal services, counselling and
support services, methadone services and primary
care programs. The range of services that the
minister has outlined will provide for clients who
are experiencing mild, moderate and severe drug
and alcohol problems, individuals who are at risk of
developing problems, general health and welfare
providers and the community in general. 1bat is an
important aspect of the plan the minister has
unveiled.
Let us consider specifically what the honourable
member for Albert Park criticised and what the
minister has proposed for new drug withdrawal
services. It will be found that the minister's
proposals are more responsive to a broad spectrum
of client needs. They use clinical approaches based
on experience and needs; provide treatment to
clients closer to where they live, which is important;
and use planning models to determine service
location and mix. Also drug withdrawal services
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will help non-government organisations to provide
services within the framework of an agreement or
contract. The bill helps provide the overall
framework. The honourable member for Albert Park
missed that point entirely.
Although money was previously thrown around,
where was the tracking of outcomes? If the strategies
the minister has suggested are put in place, 10 per
cent more people will be treated - and that is what
is important. There will not be a return to the
delivery of services through four large centres:
Pleasant View Centre, Smith Street Clinic, Gresswell
Rehabilitation Centre and the Heatherton unit. That
did not work.
The minister is proViding a way of moving forward
to ensure that services are provided where they are
needed. That is one of the underlying and unifying
themes of the bill and the health strategy in general.
There has to be a partnership between the
government, the department and service providers.
That will result in effective outcomes, guaranteeing
quality services, as does this bill. I commend it to the
house.
Mr LEIGHTON (Preston) - I wish to express the
sorrow I felt when I first read the bill as the minister
gave her second-reading speech. My sorrow is as
much for what the bill does not contaiit as for what
it contains. The minister and the government have
missed a golden opportunity to introduce a new act.
It is generally reCOgnised by everyone interested in

alcohol and drug abuse that the 1968 Alcoholics and
Drug-dependent Persons Act has never worked; it
has never been satisfactory. It would have been
better if the government had rewritten the act
completely. Instead it introduced a bill that deals
almost solely with the contracting out and
privatising of services.
As the minister acknowledged in her second-reading
speech, a number of reviews were held throughout
the 1980s. Although contentious issues did arise
during those reviews, broad consensus was reached
on a number of other issues. I served on two of the
three reviews, and if this is all the government has to
say on the future direction of alcohol and drug
services I regard the bill as an insult.
One need look no further than the title of the
amending bill, which preserves the title of the 1968
act and continues to use expressions like' alcoholics'
and 'drug-dependent persons'. When the 1968 act
was introduced to repeal the Inebriates Act 1958, the
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expression 'inebriates' was no longer considered
appropriate. I put it to the house that in 1994 it is no
longer appropriate to use expressions like
'alcoholics' and 'drug-dependent persons'. My
personal preference would be the expression
'substance abuse'. Regardless of the title used, the
notion of blaming and labelling people should be
avoided. On that score alone the bill fails.
It has been generally recognised across the field that
the 1968 act had major problems. Although the act
was passed in 1968, it did not come into operation
until November 1974, and the problem was that a
number of assessment and treatment centres had yet
to be built. By 1983 it was generally accepted that the
1968 act had major problems principally concerning
section 13, which provided that persons who had
been convicted and sentenced in the courts had to be
referred to the alcohol and drug system and had to
enter into a recognisance.

A working party was set up in 1984 by the Victorian
Association of Alcohol and Drug Agencies
(V AADA). The working party considered
particularly section 13 of the act. Finally, in 1991 the
Sentencing Act repealed section 13, transferring
those prOvisions to section 28 of the Sentencing Act.
That is certainly a more appropriate place for those
provisions. However, a number of other issues
remain.
An interdepartmental steering committee, of which I
was a member, was established in June 1985. It
made a series of recommendations for a new act.
That was followed in 1990 with what was called the
committee to finalise the review of the Alcoholics
and Drug-dependent Persons Act 1968. That
committee provided further recommendations for a
new act.

But today we do not have a new act; all we have is a
bill to amend one part of the act to provide for the
contracting out and privatising of services. To my
mind that demonstrates where the government's
priorities lie. Although the bill speaks of the rights
and obligations of private service providers, it says
absolutely nothing about the rights and entitlements
of clients who use services or about the need for
comprehensive services. It has no vision. It fails to
recognise that a comprehensive alcohol and drug
service is needed, providing services ranging from
initial assessment and treatment to rehabilitation.
Furthermore, in providing those services, a range of
organisations and persons with various skills and
expertise is needed.

1289

The 1968 act had two principal faults: firstly, it was
based on services being centralised. Throughout the
1980s and into the 1990s, a devolution of services has
evolved. The other major flaw of the 1968 act is that
it was based on medical authoritarianism. One need
look no further than section 19 of the act, which
provides for an Inspector of Treatment Centres, and
section 18 of the act, which provides that if staff
allow clients to escape from an assessment or
treatment centre they may be fined and gaoled.
To this day those provisions remain. They fail to
recognise that, perhaps with the exception of cases
where intervention is necessary in medical
emergencies, the state should not be telling clients
that they must have treatment - rather, clients
should recognise they need treatment and give
consent. Without that client commitment to
undertake treatment, services will fail.
A difficulty I have is that various provisions in the
Alcoholics and Drug-dependent Persons Act 1968
allow for clients of various assessment and
treatment services to be detained against their will. I
presume that under the bill privatised services will
also be able to detain persons without their consent.
That is a major problem. It raises a potential conflict
of interest for agencies that have been funded to
provide those services.
Section 9 of the 1968 act prOvides for a client to seek
voluntary admission for assessment. Having gained
admission a client may be held for not more than
two clear days after submitting a written application
to be discharged. Section 10 provides that clients
who voluntarily admit themselves to a treatment
facility are required to give three-months notice of a
desire to leave.
Under sections 11 and 12 of the act, which deal with
civil committals, a person such as a relative can sign
a complaint or two doctors can request that a person
be admitted. In such cases the civil detention is
potentially indefinite. Those provisiOns should be
repealed.
The only basis on which I could support the state
having the right to incarcerate someone in an alcohol
and drug facility would be if a person was in an
acute stage of delirium tremens or was in a life
threatening situation or medical emergency
situation. In such a case the state should in the first
48 hours or so be able to intervene or require the
person to have treatment without his or her consent,
but past that time there is no point in detaining a
person in an assessment or treatment centre unless
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he or she is willing and wishes to participate in that
treatment I shall be interested to hear whether the
Minister for Health agrees that under the provisions
of the bill private organisations that prOVide drug
and alcohol services now have the capacity to detain
persons against their will.

The outcome of the closure will be a deskilling of
professionals in the alcohol and drug field. I have
heard nothing to indicate that the skills, training and
experience of current professional staff will be
required to be maintained and used in the new
privatised services.

Another area in which the bill is deficient is that it
provides no goals, objectives or principles under
which services are to be prOVided. The only avenue
currently available to clients is the provision for
official visitors in the 1968 act. I understand that that
provision has never been used. The proposed bill
has no provision for official visitors or inspection of
treatment services.

I fear that the closure of this facility, which now
provides a comprehensive range of services, will
result in services being fragmented. No longer will
the whole range of specialist medical services be
available from the time of the intervention through
to longer term rehabilitation.

A number of other pieces of the legislation, such as
the Mental Health Act 1986 and the Intellectually
Disabled Person's Services Act 1986, provide various
rights for clients of services. The bill should also
contain such prOVisions. It should provide for a
review board, community visitors and a statement
of rights to be provided to clients as to the processes
of review and appeal available to them.

Sitting suspended 12.58 p.m. until 2.05 p.m.

Those matters have become more important now
that private organisations will provide a range of
services.

Mr BRUMBY (Leader of the Opposition) - I
refer the Premier to his comments in the house last
April when he said that the government should set
an example by exercising restraint in the use of
taxpayers' funds and I ask: given that during the
first 18 months of office the government has spent
$225 000 on office renovations for the Minister for
Health; $300 000 on office renovations for the
Minister for Energy and Minerals; and work has
been done on the offices of the Minister for Police
and Emergency Service and the Attorney-General,
can the Premier justify spending $9.2 million on
renovations for his office and that of the Treasurer,
which is more than the entire funds that the
government has allocated to job creation?

The government should have attempted to deal with
the thorny issue of gaps in services, such as when an
argument arises as to whether a person is mentally
ill or is suffering from some form of drug abuse. The
bill does not deal with that matter.
The contracting out of services has paved the way
for the government to close two of its facilities.
According to the minister's announcement, Pleasant
View Centre is to close between April 1994 and June
1995 and Heatherton Hospital is to close between
December 1994 and June 1995. The closure of
Pleasant View will be a major loss to the service. The
basis of the closure of Gresswell Rehabilitation
Centre, which a government member referred to by
way of interjection, was the accommodation of
services at Pleasant View. We will now lose those
services.
What will happen to detoxification and other
services provided at Pleasant View? Although
community groups may be interested in picking up
longer-term rehabilitation, what will happen if
somebody goes into delirium tremens? It is not
satisfactory for people to go to their local general
practitioner; it is a medical emergency that requires
the intervention of trained and specialist staff.

Debate interrupted pursuant to sessional orders.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE
Treasury Place renovations

Mr KENNETf (premier) - The answer is yes,
and I will now go about doing so. The government is
about restoring the economic health of this state.
Since the election we have achieved - Mr Brumby interjected.
Mr KENNETf - Do you want to listen to the
answer?

Mr Brumby interjected.
The SPEAKER - Order! The Leader of the
Opposition asked his question; he must remain
silent.
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Mr KENNETI - Part of the program is the
rehabilitation of properties owned by the
government. The Minister for Finance has the
responsibility for that area of government
administration. We own a few buildings but not
many. Some of those buildings are in what is
described as the government precinct, which
includes the Old Treasury building, which is being
restored; 1 Macarthur Street; 1 Treasury Place; and 3
Macarthur Street, which is currently occupied by the
Department of Agriculture.
The building at 1 Macarthur Street is still riddled
with asbestos. It was closed down by the fonner
government, which decamped. It was then decided
not to sell but to take rental accommodationwhich was a real option - and provision was made
to restore the building so that it would be operable.
A sum of $10 million was allocated to 1 Macarthur
Street to remove the asbestos so that government
departments currently occupying rented space can
return to that building, which in a short period will
mean considerable savings to the people of Victoria.
The building at 1 Treasury Place has four or five
storeys. It was built at the same time as the building
housing the State Chemistry Laboratory owned by
the Department of Agriculture, 30 years ago. The
buildings are old and nothing has been spent on
them. They cannot accommodate computer
technology, as the fonner government also found.
We intend t o - Mr Sandon interjected.
Mr KENNETI - It just shows how petty this
mob really is! They have no concept of good
government at all. The money will be spent to
remove all the air-conditioning that is no longer
serviceable. The building has an old boiler - Mr Brumby - You can't get a decent shower!
The SPEAKER - Order! The Leader of the
Opposition has asked his question.
Mr KENNETI -If the air-conditioning and the
boiler are to be operating at the same time it is
necessary to have maintenance staff for 24 hours a
day. It is not comfortable. If the air-conditioning for
that building - Mr Brumby interjected.
Mr KENNETI - Yap, yap, yap! If the
air-conditioning were to be restored it would cost
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approximately $3 million or $4 million for that one
area alone. The State Chemistry Laboratory is
currently used for testing soil. Over time it will also
decamp because we do not believe it is
appropriately located. It will be moved out of the
centre of the city. lntirnately, the building at 1
Treasury Place, which is occupied by the Treasurer
and his department, and me and my
department - Mr Thomson - Are you going to put in an office
for Ron Walker?
Mr KENNE'IT - The building at 1 Macarthur
Street will also house the Department of Finance.
I believe most members of the public understand
that if the government owns an asset - unlike the

previous government that did not maintain them it wants to make it serviceable.
Those offices were built well before the computer
age and are not functional for computers. There is so
much computer cabling that spot fires have been
caused. The government makes no apology for
renovating these assets for Victoria, which will, I
hope, last for another 30 years.
The alternatives were to sell the offices if a
reasonable price could be obtained -It probably
could not - or to knock the buildings down and
rebuild. The cost to rebuild those three buildings
would have greatly outweighed the cost of restoring
them. They will provide accommodation and release
current occupation of buildings that are leased by
the government and therefore the community of
Victoria.

Debt recovery progress
Mr RYAN (Gippsland South) - Will the
Treasurer infonn the house of progress the
government is making in correcting the state's debt
problems?
The SPEAKER - Order! The question is very
wide. I will allow it but ask the Treasurer not to
dwell too long on the answer.
Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer) - The major
reason for the Victorian current account being in
deficit at all this year, as the opposition has alleged,
is the fact that the government has had to refinance
an effective borrowing by the previous Labor
government from the state superannuation scheme.
If it were not for that, the present government would
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have cast off the legacy of the Labor government in
having to borrow every year just to fund operating
costs. 'That has been the major reason for the
escalation in state debt over recent years.
Unfortunately for the people of Victoria, it is not a
recent phenomenon of the past couple of years. The
fact is that during the time the Labor government
was in office - if we take as an example the past
three years, a period to which the Leader of the
Opposition referred on radio yesterday - the
Victorian public sector net debt increased by
$4.4 billion in the space of three years. Unlike the
present government, however, the major reason for
that was not investment; it was to fund the
operating costs of the previous government. The
budget sector net debt increased over that period by
just under $5 billion in only three years. If there is
any fault to be attributed in respect of the growth of
public sector debt and budget sector debt in this
state, it rests fairly and squarely with the Labor
government
This government will reclassify maintenance to take
away the fiddle of putting maintenance expenditure
into the capital account For the whole of its period
in office, in not one year did the previous
government run a current account surplus. Indeed,
every year the Labor Party was in office it borrowed
to fund operating costs, including maintenance. It
added to debt because it was not paying its way.
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Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer) - The honourable
member for Northcote called me a liar by
interjection. Not only is he out of order, but his
attitude demonstrates how Victoria got into this
mess. The sad fact is that before the last election
there was an incompetent Treasurer who destroyed
any confidence whatever in international capital
markets in Victoria among rating agencies.

Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER - Order! I suggest that the
Treasurer is now debating the question and he
should come back to the answer.
Mr STOCKDALE - The fact is that this
government has a debt reduction strategy. The first
and most Significant element of that strategy is to
eliminate the current account deficit that it inherited
from the previous government and put the state's
borrowings back on a more sound footing, for
example, not to commit us to pay 6 per cent on the
debt that the previous government ran up with the
State Superannuation Fund.
This government is funding investment without the
addition of debt. It has introduced dedicated
funding sources for capital investment in the Better
Roads Victoria fund, by the allocation of casino
revenue and by a portion of the revenue from
gaming machines; it is reactivating investment
without addition to debt.

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr THOMSON (pascoe Vale) - On a point of
order, Mr Speaker, I draw your attention to standing
order no. 127. The Treasurer is debating the
question. If he were to outline to us his vision of a
ministerial-office-renovation-Ied recovery, he would
be in order.

The SPEAKER - Order! AlthQugh I am
prepared to listen to the honourable member for
Pascoe Vale on a point of order, he well knows that
it is not an opportunity to raise political points. Has
he completed his point of order?
Mr THOMSON - Yes, Sir.

The SPEAKER - Order! I have listened carefully
to the Treasurer's answer. He is allowed to compare
and contrast various sets of figures, which I
understand he is doing. At this stage I do not believe
he is engaging in debate. I call the Treasurer.

Over the next year, as the current account moves
into sustainable surplus, more than half the
investment program will be internally funced.
Expressed as a proportion of gross domestic product
(GDP), commencing from the year after next the end
result will be that the Victorian state debt will
continually fall and debt will diminish as a problem
for Victoria instead of increase. At the same time, the
ratio of interest cOmmitments, the extent to which
state taxes and charges are borne by Victorian
taxpayers because of debt, will also decline.
The current budget year marks the end of the era of
dealing with the Labor Party's debt crisis. This
government's debt position will be on a sustainable
footing. It will be internally funding revenue and its
ratio of debt to GDP will decline rapidly from
thereonin.

Treasury Place renovations
Mr BRUMBY (Leader of the Opposition) - I
direct the attention of the Premier to the $9.2 million
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that the government will spend on renovations to
1 Treasury Place, which contains his office and that
of the Treasurer. Will the Premier conduct an open
day so that the people of Victoria can see his office
and make their own judgment about just how tough
the Premier is actually doing it?
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12 months, if the work is completed then, pales into
insignificance with the example of what was done
under the previous administration. Let me take
Mr White's fantastic contribution in terms of the
SEC building.

Honourable members interjecting.
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER - Order! Unless the house comes
to order, I will delay question time. The Premier will
be heard in silence.
Mr KENNE1T (premier) - New political heights
are being reached in this place with these sorts of
questions. It is interesting that at the end of the last
question the Leader of the Opposition asked of me I
saw him look to the press gallery. He saw Mark
Forbes and nodded and grinned. I guess we know
what will be in the Sunday Age on Sunday! It is a
long, close relationship. Mr Forbes then left the press
gallery having got his story.

Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER - Order! Gestures,
commWlications, nods, winks or any other
movement of the body between the people in press
gallery and the public gallery and members are
against the standing orders.
Mr KENNE1T - The only question I want to ask
is whether Mark Forbes asked the Leader of the

Opposition to ask the question or whether the
honourable member actually thought it up himself!

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr KENNETT - We do not think he has
that--

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr KENNE1T - The government will not
conduct open days. We will continue to - -

Mr THOMSON (pascoe Vale) -On a point of
order, Mr Speaker, standing order no. 127 provides
that in answering a question a member shall not
debate the matter. The Premier was asked whether
he will conduct an open day, and he has apparently
said that he will not. He is not at liberty to go on and
debate the question.

Mr KENNETT (Premier) - On the point of
order, Mr Speaker, question time is designed to
allow ministers to provide information in response
to questions asked. Mr Speaker, you have ruled
many times that ministers may answer as they see
fit. I was attempting to draw a comparison based on
the question the Leader of the Opposition raised
about the $9 million. In this day and age $9 million is
not a great deal of money to spend when one
considers what happened with the SEC. I argue that
I am absolutely in order in proceeding in that way.
The SPEAKER - Order! I do not uphold the
point of order.
.
Mr KENNETf - The Leader of the Opposition
asked me about a $9 million renovation program
that will take place over one year. In his dealings
with the SEC, Mr White, a former Labor Minister for
Manufacturing and Industry Development
committed the people of Victoria to a rental of
$32 million per year, which was five times the
commercial price - and Mr White was warned
about it. The real perpetrators of waste and
mismanagement are the members of the former
Labor government. The new Leader of the
OppOSition is so absolutely irrelevant that he acts in
this place only as an agent for the Age newspaper.
~o~en'srefuges

Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER - Order! The Chair has a strategy
in a case like this; the Chair either waits until the
house comes to order or calls the next question. I
remind members of the opposition that it is their
question; they should listen to the answer.
Mr KENNE1T - By comparison I mention that
the amount of money to be spent over the next

Mrs McGILL (Oakleigh) - Will the Minister for
Community Services inform the house whether any
of the security refuges for women escaping domestic
violence will close?
Mr JOHN (Minister for Community Services) - I
welcome the question of the honourable member for
Oakleigh on this important matter. The short answer
is no, there will be no reductions in the bed capacity
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of the domestic violence services provided by the
government. I will repeat that so it is clear to the
honourable member for Bundoora and other
members of the opposition: there will be no
reductions in the bed capacity of the domestic
violence services provided by the government. No
refuges will close.
There are 24 refuges in Victoria, none of which will
close. The government will expand the system. At
present there are 17 outreach services in Victoria.
The government will expand the outreach services
after the Labor government's 10 years of neglect of
women's issues, particularly those concerning
women who suffer from domestic violence. As I
outlined the other day, the government plans to
double the bed capacity in this state from 420 to SOO.
The government is putting in more money.

Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER - Order! The level of interjection
is too high. I ask both sides of the house to come to
order.
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minister that he may not debate the question. I ask
him to conclude his answer.
Mr JOHN (Minister for Community Services) The government is injecting an additional $SOO 000
into the domestic violence services system,
increasing the budget from $8.5 million to
$9 million. The government has never made budget
savings or cuts in this area. I consider it irresponsible
of the honourable member for Bundoora to alarm
and frighten women when the government is
expanding the service, providing an excellent
system and meeting the needs of women who are
subjected to domestic violence.
The government will provide an extra refuge in the
Grampians region. Even though there are nine
regions in Victoria, under Laber the Grampians
region had none. The coalition government will
provide an extra refuge in that area as well as
providing 24-hour emergency services in every
region in Victoria. The government is meeting the
needs of women in the 1990s.
Mr Baker - We want to hear about the city circle.

Mr JOHN - I consider it outrageous and
irresponsible that the honourable member for
Bundoora is saying on the airwaves that the
government will close refuges, alarming women
who are subjected to domestic violence. You are
irresponsible; you are irrelevant!

Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER - Order! The minister may not
directly address another member. I ask the house for
moderation.
Ms GARBUTT (Bundoora) - On a point of
order, Mr Speaker, I refer to standing order no. 127. I
believe the minister is debating the question - and
not only that, he is not answering. The question
refers to high-security refuge beds, and there is no
doubt that the number of high security refuge beds
will be reduced.
The SPEAKER - Order! The honourable
member for Bundoora may not use a point of order
to put across a political point.

Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER - Order! There are those in this
place who at one moment are raging bulls but who,
when the debate goes against them, become shy
little violets. The change is amazing! I instruct the

The SPEAKER - Order! If the honourable
member for Sunshine continues in that vein he will
be able to inspect the city circle directly.,

Ambulance services
Mr THWAITES (Albert Park) - I direct to the
attention of the Minister for Health the recent tragic
deaths of Victorians while waiting too long for
ambulances. There are some 30 fewer ambulances
and 80 fewer ambulance officers available for
emergencies than there were one year ago. Will the
minister provide enough additional ambulances and
ambulance officers to ensure that tragic deaths such
as those are not repeated?
Mrs TEHAN (Minister for Health) - Over the
past seven years the media has constantly been used
to indicate and illustrate isolated problems with
ambulance services. There will always be some
unfortunate circumstances where, despite a very
high standard of service, problems will arise. At
present the average response time in Victoria is
9.5 minutes. We have an accepted maximum
standard of 16 minutes, and 95 percent of the time
emergency responses respond within 16 minutes,
the average response time being 9.5 minutes.
I shall compare that with the situation in Sydney,
where the metropolitan ambulance service is second
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in size only to that of Manchester. Sydney's average

response time is 9 minutes, half a minute faster than
Melbourne's. Some 97 per cent of responses are
within the maximum time, compared with 95 per
cent for Melbourne. The comparison shows that
Melbourne's response times are very close to those
of Sydney's.
The situation last Saturday, when someone died
from an asthma attack, was most unfortunate. The
response time was 19 minutes, part of that 5 per cent
of cases that continue to be unacceptable. During the
past 18 months the government has done more to
overcome the 5 per cent of cases that are
unacceptable than the former Labor government did
in its 10 years in office.
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attack early this week. A highly qualified MICA
ambulance officer, accompanied by a general
ambulance officer, arrived within 6 minutes to treat
that person. Under the old system two ambulance
officers would have attended - probably within the
average period of 6 minutes from the call first being
made. They would have most likely called for a
specialist service, which would have taken another 5
or 6 minutes.
By spreading MICA officers throughout the service
we have doubled the capacity of the service to treat
people quickly and expertly. The government
accepted the recommendations of a review
committee which included a number of medical
officers and which said - -

Although during the last three years of the Labor
government the amount of expenditure on
ambulance services increased by 50 per cent, there
was a reduction of 12 per cent in the number of
patients treated. Despite a 50 per cent increase in
funding from subscriptions and from government,
the number of patients decreased by 12 per cent and
response times stayed the same!

Mr THOMSON (pascoe Vale) - On a point of
order, Mr Speaker, the minister was asked whether
she would provide additional ambulances and
ambulance officers to ensure these deaths are not
repeated. The minister is debating the question
rather than answering it. The government can find
the money for office renovations, but cannot provide
money for additional ambulance services.
.

During the past 12 to 18 months the government has
spread the range of services across the community.
Five ambulance stations are now collocated with fire
services. Approximately 12 months ago there were
108 mobile intensive-care ambulance officers. They
provide a highly skilled service. Now there are 128
MICA officers. In that period the officers worked in
pairs from 8 MICA ambulances; there are now
11 MICA ambulances. In addition, there are 13
clinical support officers - another high standard
service - operating a small fleet of vehicles.

Mr KENNFIT (Premier) - On the point of
order, Mr Speaker, this subject is one of the most
serious issues confronting the community at the
moment. The opposition asked the question and the
Minister for Health was giving a detailed answer in
response to that question. There is no point of order
because the minister is providing a detailed answer
to a question that has considerable community
significance. This is a perfect example of a question
being answered profesSionally.

Honourable members interjecting.
Mrs TEHAN - Do you want me to continue?
The SPEAKER - Order! If the Deputy Leader of
the Opposition utters the words 'keep going' once
more he will be going!

Mrs TEHAN - The spread of MICA and general
ambulance services has improved significantly. The
Metropolitan Ambulance Service is currently
introducing MICA ambulances as first-response
vehicles, but that is being resisted by MICA officers
because they have traditionally worked in pairs and
have operated as second-response teams.
I turn to the incident to which the honourable
member referred - the man who suffered a heart

The SPEAKER - Order! I listened carefully to
the response of the Minister for Health to the
question. She is giving information that I believe is
in line with the question asked. The minister is not
debating the question. There is no point of order.
Mrs TEHAN (Minister for Health) - There has
been some industrial resistance from MICA officers
to change their work practices. They like working in

pairs - as many people do - and they like being
second-response units. They do not want to be
first-response units and have to cope with the wide
range of services.
The community requires the specialised service as a
first response rather than having that service as a
back-up. They can more readily assist people
suffering from heart attacks, asthma or other

ALCOHOLICS AND DRUG-DEPENDENT PERSONS (AMENDMENT) BILL
1296

ASSEMBLY

emergency illnesses. This process is increasing the
standard of clinical support throughout the service.
More MICA officers are required and an extra 30 are
in training. They require ongoing education to work
with the general ambulance service, and the service
is addressing that issue. Although the decision may
not be in the comfort zone of MICA officers, it is in
the best interests of the public from a service and
clinical perspective.

ALCOHOLICS AND
DRUG-DEPENDENT PERSONS
(AMENDMENT) BILL
Second reading
Debate resumed.
Mr MILDENHALL (Footscray) - Prior to the
interruption to the debate I said that it was dear that
the policy and administration of government was in
need of an overhaul. The Titanic needed a refit, but
the bill seeks to intimidate the cabin crew!
I shall take up some of the themes of the honourable
member for Malvern, who spoke about the need for
partnership and prevention in the wider social
context of the alcohol and drug area. There is a need
to develop the most efficient system for the delivery
of this important service, but the difficulty with the
legislation is that it seeks to establish a one-sided
relationship or contract in the same way that
legislation concerning school councils and other
agencies through which government services are
delivered is one-sided by placing unrealistic,
unreasonable and unfair constraints upon the
agencies delivering the services.
School councils are not the only agencies to bear the
brunt of the government's actions. Although the
Victorian Health Promotion Foundation also had a
contract or a performance agreement with the
government, a glance at that contract reveals that
that agency had approximately 30 pages of
requirements to perform compared with the one line
of expectations that the agency had of government.
It is a one-sided relationship. As the honourable
member for Malvern said, it is dependent on
effectiveness and preventive activity. If the
government had a priority there would be no need
for an $8 million cut to the Victorian Health
Promotion Foundation, which has been remarkably
effective in dealing with the basic conditions of
alcoholism and other substance abuse.
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My first objection to the bill illustrates the
inadequacies of the consultative process that led to
its development: it is incumbent upon a government
seeking to establish a relationship with a range of
agencies required to deliver services that there be an
open exchange of views with a jointly developed
partnership or product.
As the honourable member for Albert Park said,
there was very little consultation. People will say
that the standard contracts through which these
services will be delivered, which agencies will be
forced to sign if they are to receive funding from the
government, are being developed behind closed
doors. It should be a two-way process. The nature of
the conditions under which the services will be
delivered are indicative and consistent with that
approach.
There is a fundamental misreading of the nature of
the relationship with the agencies. The government
has made a mistake about the devolution and
decentralisation of services with the establishment of
branch agencies. A branch agency of the department
would be an agency that delivers services under the
direct control of the department and under precise
terms and conditions.
In contrast, a contract with a devolved self-managed
agency is one where an agreement that lists the
outcomes and output of the service, the results on
the ground and the benefit to the community is
struck. There should be an allowance for selfmanagement of an agency for local characteristics
and different means of service delivery. The bill
tightly controls the centralised form of contracting to
a department.
Clause 4 of the bill is fundamentally unfair to the
agencies; it is consistent with the often repeated
view of the secretary of the Department of Health
and Community Services that non-government
agencies are feral, that they should be brought into
line and cannot be trusted. It is similar to the local
government legislation which provides for a
devolved service delivery but then introduces a
form of extreme centralism in addition to a
constraint around the failure of a contracted service
to produce a contracted output according to an
assigned agreement with an agency which should be
the primary relationship. The approach is, 'If you
don't deliver the service you don't get the money'.
That is the dimension by which the government
relates to those service delivery agencies. There are
additional punishments.
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Mrs Tehan interjected.
Mr MILDENHALL - I am suggesting that if
they do not deliver the service they should not
receive funding. Other provisions in the bill are
unwarranted and unreasonable. A contract may be
terminated if the chief general manager is of the
opinion that the service is inefficiently or
incompetently managed. It does not matter if the
outputs are not reached or if the service is not
working; it is only if the chief general manager is of
that opinion or if the contracted service provider is
unable to provide an effective service due to
financial reasons. What does inefficiency and
incompetence mean in the legislation? It is not
defined. How and when will they be defined? What
does it mean for a contracted service? What if the
government fails to meet its side of the bargain?
What if the files are lost? What if the faxes that are
issued to alter policy or guidelines do not turn up?
What if wrong information is provided or it is sent
to the wrong agency? What if the funds do not turn
up on time? It is a one-way street.
Some weeks ago the Minister for Industry and
Employment launched a community-based
employment scheme. If somebody working with an
agency asked, 'Why was it not announced months
ago and why haven't you produced the goods?' the
answer would be, 'Because the money has not
turned up'. It appears that there was a delay
between the funding announcement and the arrival
of funds. There are no penalties the other way - no
requirement for the government to keep its side of
the bargain.
The appointment of an administrator is another
example of the extreme approach the government
has taken to set up a contract. It is heavy-handed.
The bill provides for an objection to be lodged if the
minister sacks a committee of management and
appoints an administrator. Again there is no
protection in the bill.
I take the Scrutiny of Acts and Regulations
Committee to task because it did not go into detail
on that issue. The bill does not provide for such
details as to whom an objection can be made or if a
hearing will be held. There is no guarantee that there
will be a hearing or who will hear the case. Under
what conditions and rights do funded agencies have
representation or participation in those hearings?

The provision in the bill relates to contracted
services. It is conceivable that administrators will be
appointed to administer a service if the minister
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believes it is inefficiently or incompetently run. It is
conceivable that a situation could arise where
programs within an agency, such as one in my
electorate which has four or five major alcohol and
drug programs, are not all funded from the same
department. Many agencies have different objectives
and forms of administration. It is conceivable that
the minister could step in and appoint an
administrator who would control the administration
of funds, staff and details associated with more than
one program.
A number of staff could be working in one agency
for two different supervisors or administrators. Two
programs could be run by the agency - one by a
properly-administered body and one by a person
appointed by the minister. It could end up as a real
dog's breakfast!
Why can we not have a simple relationship that is
well-established in government agency circles? If
they deliver the services, they are funded; otherwise,
no funding is available. The provisions seem hardly
consistent in the approach towards purchase
providers in the marketplace. If an agency does not
deliver, you remove the funds and allocate them to
another agency in whom you have confidence.
The concentration should be applied at the front end
of the business rather than through punitive
measures. How do you let the contracts or enter into
arrangements? In the first place, greater scrutiny
should be given to an agency's track record to be
able to deliver the service. The government is
looking at the wrong end of the program and should
be setting up contracts.
Perhaps the minister could illustrate episodes or
scandals that have led to this punitive regulation
and legislation. What has led to this legislation? It is
driven by the ideology of this government - it
wishes to embrace sell-management because it is
cheaper! It is driven by dollars but the government
cannot cope with the lack of direct control. It is
driven by the view that non-government agencies
are often feral and outside the reach of the minister,
but that contradicts the idea of decentralisation or
devolution. Perhaps the minister could apply a more
rational approach or defence to this system; only
then would I feel comfortable with it
Although the opposition does not oppose the
legislation, I have reservations about the worrying
attitudes manifest in some of the clauses to which I
object.
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Mrs TEHAN (Minister for Health) - I thank the
honourable members for their contribution to this
small but important bill. The contributions from all
honourable members revealed their support for the
new directions the government is taking in meeting
a number of very obvious needs.
The first is the need for a better focus on earlier
prevention and intervention, for assessment services
as opposed to what had been the major priority,
which was the Significant concentration of virtually
all the resources in this program into the end
product - that is, treatment of people with real and
chronic problems of alcohol and drug abuse.
The second need behind the legislation is to achieve
the implementation of a much more equitable
resource allocation across the state, provide an
opportunity for people to be able to access
services - predominantly the early intervention,
community-based and prevention services - and
ensure that acute services are more easily available
across the whole state.
The third aim of the legislation is to implement
another plan in the government's policy: where
possible, non-government agencies should be the
providers of services; and there is no need for
governments or departments to provide services
directly. It is the government's responsibility to
ensure that services are available and that they meet
quality and standard requirements; that they are
provided at an efficient unit cost for those services;
and that services are provided where they are
needed.
The government will meet its objectives by using the
very capable and experienced non-government
agencies that currently provide the services and
which, I hope, will provide expanded services
through contracts with the government. The
purpose of the bill is to enshrine in legislation the
opportunities for governments to purchase that
wide provision of services through contract
arrangements.
A number of honourable members commented on
and expressed concern about aspects of the bill.
Although I support most of the comments of the
honourable member for Albert Park in his support
for the legislation when leading the debate for the
opposition, he raised the concern that the
publication, New Directions in Alcohol and Drug
Seruias - quite a marked change in the delivery of
services that will be effected by the government may be only rhetoric, and that the services may not
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be improved to the extent necessary or in the way I

have said they will be effected.
He spoke of the residential withdrawal services that
may be affected because of the new direction. I refer
the honourable member for Albert Park to page 7 of
the publication, where the number of available acute
beds under the old and the new systems is detailed.
Under the old system 124 beds were spread
unevenly and inequitably across the regions; the
Hume and Gippsland regions had no available beds
while the Northern region had 66 beds and the
Southern region, 42 beds. Of the 124 available
beds - because of the variance between the 66 and
42 beds in two regions - the Grampians, Loddon,
Hume, Gippsland and Eastern regions had none.
The proposal for new residential withdrawal
services, and the continuing non-government
residential services that the government will
contract, will provide a total of 123 beds which will
be spread equitably across the regions. They will be
accessible to patients where they most need the
services.
Similarly, the honourable member referred to
rhetoric but was not concerned about what the
government has done to implement the move to
more primary care-focused services.
Only this week, on Tuesday night, I opened a
meeting where more than 120 people, including 90
general practitioners, were involved in launching a
new service as part of an expansion of the Drug and
Alcohol Clinical AdviSOry Service (DACAS) under
the chairmanship of Professor Whelan of the Drug
and Alcohol Institute at St Vincent's Hospital; that
service was established about eight months ago in
conjunction with the Department of Health and
Community Services. It has provided a clinical
advisory service to health professionals and general
practitioners, but on a limited basis of five days a
week, from 9.00 a.m. to 5.00 p.m.
The changes to funding spelt out in the document is
proof of its implementation. DACAS will operate 24
hours a day, seven days a week. General
practitioners will man the service and emergency
departments of hospitals and community health
centres will provide people with the help and
expertise they may need from that service at any
time.
On that same night last week I attended the launch
of a training and education program proposed by
the Victorian Medical Postgraduate Foundation, at
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which 90 general practitioners were present. That
program will train GPs to assess more accurately
and more quickly the obvious needs of people
suffering some form of alcohol or drug dependency
so that they can receive special treatment
immediately. At that launch Professor Thompson
from Monash University mentioned the opportunity
GPs have for quickly recognising the problems of
alcoholics. If GPs recognise a problem immediately
or are told by the family or carers that there might be
a problem, 9 times out of 10 the dependent person
will say, '1 am glad you recognised that symptom
because 1 think I have a problem', even if that person
may not have indicated there was a problem.
General practitioners now have the ability at an
early stage to recognise, assess and place in
appropriate treatment those people who may have
dependency problems. Presently funds are going to
treating those patients after the event rather than
helping them at the early stage of dependency.
The inequity I referred to is broadly based. The
document New Directions in Alcohol and Drug Services
says that in some regions only 80 cents per capita is
being spent on drug and alcohol services, whereas in
other areas it is as high as $3.84. It is imperative that
the $26 million currently being spent on drug and
alcohol services through programs of the
Department of Health and Community Services is
spent effectively and equitably and that programs
focus on broader and earlier intervention
arrangements. The honourable member for Malvern
clearly spelt out for the honourable member for
Albert Park the precise problems that had arisen.
The honourable member for Footscray queried
whether it was appropriate for the terms of contracts
to be subject to legislative standards. The act made it
possible for the department to fund non-government
agencies, but it was unclear. The bill clarifies the
ability of the department to contract services and to
fund non-government agencies providing a range of
services for drug and alcohol dependents. I
understand the honourable member's concern about
legislative support in ensuring that contracts are
both appropriate and, more importantly, enforceable.
There was considerable discussion about the use of
legislation for that purpose, but there is no doubt
that if we had relied solely on commercial or
contractual obligations there was the real possibility
that by the time a contract had been entered into and
tied in to the conditions as expertly and legally as
possible - which are predominantly about the
quality and standards of the funding needed but not
met by the provider - there could have been a
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hiatus in the provision of those services. Therefore it
seemed more appropriate that an opportunity for
ministerial intervention be available at an early stage
if services are being managed inefficiently or
incompetently, if a service fails to provide an
effective contracted service, or if the contracted
service provider fails to comply with the contract
under section 4(a). It is an opportunity to ensure a
second stage for speedy intervention so that
inappropriate services are not being funded by the
department while services the community needs are
not being provided.

New Directions in Alcohol and Drug Services is
probably one of the most important program
changes made in the 18 months of this government.
People representing drug and alcohol dependents
did not lobby for action to be taken in this area, and
that obviously was the case under the former Labor
government. We could easily have continued
spending $26 million every year, half of which
would have gone to non-government agencies
which do a lot of good things but are not measured
or coordinated and which do not provide continuity
of care.
The government's priority could have continued to
focus on only the end stage with most of the
$10 million being spent on the services at the
Heatherton Hospital and the Pleasant View
Assessment Centre, but that is not good enough for
a problem that is as widespread and broad as drug
and alcohol dependency. As the honourable member
for Albert Park said, we must examine how to
distribute resources more equitably and focus on
early intervention in recognising problems so that
those problems can be arrested before they reach the
end stage.
Acute beds and the provision of residential
withdrawal services are needed. There has been a
reduction of 1 bed from 124, but those 123 beds will
be spread right around Victoria, as opposed to the
situation I saw when I visited Pleasant View where
patients from Phillip Island and Gippsland stayed
for five days a week and went home at weekends.
People are travelling across Victoria to two centres.
There is no need for the services to be
institutionalised and provided at only two centres. It
is important that the services are spread out while
maintaining the number of available beds. More
importantly, early intervention and recognition of
dependency by GPs is essential.
GPs are an underutilised resource in early
recognition and intervention. They see people on a
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regular basis. Their contact with the general
community is huge, probably second to none. If they
are willing and able to be trained, as they are, to
provide support through the Drug and Alcohol
Clinical Advisory Service we will quickly make a
real impact on what has been a neglected and
narrowly based program.
Motion agreed to.
Read second time.

Passed remaining stages.

ADMINISTRATION AND PROBATE
(AMENDMENT) BILL

property. If the matrimonial home is part of a farm,
regardless of whether the intestate's interest in the
matrimonial home is severable or not, the
matrimonial home will include the entire farm.
In a nutshell, it is a commonsense amendment that
was made and agreed to by the Legislative Council.
Mr COLE (Melbourne) - I support and endorse
the minister's comments. It is a commonsense
amendment, and because of the broader definition
of matrimonial home we hope it will prevent the
severe suffering that has been endured in the past in
relation to these matters. I am pleased that it has
come forward in its present form.

Motion agreed to.
Message from Council relating to amendment
considered.
Couna1's amendment:
Clause S, page S, after line 36 insert '(10)U a matrimonial home is part of a larger

property and the intestate's interest in the
matrimonial home cannot be severed from the
intestate's interest in the larger property
without subdividing that property, a reference
to the matrimonial home in this section is to
be read as a reference to that property.

ROAD SAFETY (AMENDMENT) BILL
Message from Council relating to amendments
considered.
Council's amendments:
1.

l,S".

2.

()

Mr JOHN (Minister for Community Services) - I

If the matrimonial home is located on a large
property the intestate's interest in the matrimonial
home can be severed from the intestate's interest in
the rest of the property. For instance, where the
matrimonial home is situated above a shop and the
home and shop are on different titles, the
matrimonial home would include only the house.

However, if severance of the interest cannot be
obtained without subdividing the property, the
matrimonial home would include the entire

If a provision referred to in sub-section (2) does
not come into operation before 1 August 1994,
it comes into operation on 1 August 1994.".

3.

Clause 12, page 10, line 8, after "not" insert If, except
with the leave of the court,".

4.

Clause 19, page 16, line 32, after "not" insert", except
with the leave of the court,".

That the amendment be agreed to.

The amendment clarifies the meaning of
'matrimonial home' in proposed section 37(A)
where such home is located either on a large
property or on a farm.

Clause 2, page 2, lines 1 and 2, omit sub-clause (2)
and insert"() Subject to sub-section (3), the remaining
provisions of this Act come into operation on
a day or days to be proclaimed.

(11) Despite sub-sect:ion (10), if a matrimonial home
is part of a farm, a reference to the
matrimonial home in this section is to be read
as a reference to the entire farm.":.

move:

Clause 2, line 9, omit "Section I" and insert "Sections

Mr GUDE (Minister for Industry and
Employment) - I move:
That the amendments be agreed to.

The SPEAKER - Order! As the required
statement of intention has been made pursuant to
section 85(5)(c) of the Constitution Act 1975, I am of
the opinion that the amendments require to be
passed by an absolute majority of the house. As
there are less than 45 members of the house present,
I ask the Clerk to ring the bells.
Bells rung.

TREASURY CORPORATION OF V1CfORIA (AMENDMENT) BILL
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Required number of members having assembled
in chamber:
Motion agreed to by absolute majority.

TREASURY CORPORATION OF
VICTORIA (AMENDMENT) BILL
Second reading
Mr GUDE (Minister for Industry and
Employment) -On behalf of the Treasurer, I move:
That this bill be now read a second time.

The Treasury Corporation of Victoria Act 1992
enables a range of public sector bodies and the State
to participate in the benefits of borrowing through
and using the financial expertise of the corporation.
The act permits the corporation to transact with
state-owned companies and trusts but not with
privately owned entities.
This bill amends the definition of 'public authorities'
in the act to enable the Home Opportunity Loans
Scheme Trust, its trustee, and Victorian Housing
Bonds Ltd to be accepted by the corporation as
participating authorities. These entities are privately
owned by banks and financial institutions and
therefore do not fall within the current definition of
'public authorities' in the Treasury Corporation of
Victoria Act.

The home opportunity loans scheme is the low start
home finance scheme established by the previous
government Under the scheme bonds are issued
into the capital markets through Victorian Housing
Bonds Ltd, which on-lends to the home opportunity
loans scheme trust. The trust in turn makes low start
loans to clients of the Director of Housing. The
structure, while secured by the mortgages it takes
from clients, is also backed by an indemnity from
the Director of Housing which is ultimately
supported by the consolidated fund.
In view of the nature of the scheme's liabilities, the
bill amends the principal act to enable the home
opportunity loans scheme entities which are
specified to transact with the corporation and to take
advantage of the corporation's facilities for risk and
liability management The amendment is consistent
with the corporation's objectives of enhancing the
financial position of the state and acting as a
financial intermediary for the benefit of the state and
participating authorities.
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The bill also amends the principal act to insert
provisions validating previous transactions entered
into by the Victorian Public Authorities Finance
Agency, known as VicFin. The corporation was
established under the principal act as the successor
to VicFin in 1992. The corporation assumed
responsibility for VicFin's rights and obligations.
The term 'public authority' was not defined in the
Victorian Public Authorities Finance Act 1984, and
this led to uncertainty as to whether certain bodies
were public authorities and therefore eligible to be
accepted as participating authorities by VicFin. The
principal act removed such uncertainties by
explicitly permitting a range of public sector bodies
and the state to participate in the benefits of
borrowing through and using the financial expertise
of the corporation.
The previous government set up the Capital Works
Authority by means of an order in council rather
than by act of Parliament. Due to uncertainty as to
the effect of the definitions of the expressions 'public
authority' and 'participating authority' under the
previous VicFin legislation, a legal opinion was
obtained prior to the entry by VicFin into certain
transactions on the question whether the Capital
Works AuthOrity was a public authority and capable
of being a participating authority.
Subsequent legal advice has, however, cast doubt
upon that earlier advice. As a precautionary
measure, general provisions have therefore been
included in this bill to remove any doubts as to the
powers of VicFin with regard to those previous
transactions and any other transactions of VicFin for
which the corporation is now responsible.
Accordingly, all transactions of VicFin whether
entered into before or after the establishment of the
Capital Works AuthOrity will be unequivocally
validated, thus providing investors with confidence
and security.
The bill provides that if, before the corporation
became the successor of VicFin, VicFin had entered
into a transaction or arrangement with a person,
body or entity that was not or may not have been a
participating authority within the meaning of the
Victorian Public Authorities Finance Act, the
transaction is taken to have been authorised and
may be enforced as if it were a transaction or
arrangement VicFin was authorised to enter. The bill
is intended to validate such transactions or
arrangements whenever they occurred.

STAMPS (SECURITIES CLEARING HOUSE) BILL
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The bill also provides that the validity of an act or
transaction of the corporation, as the successor in
law of VicFin, shall not be called into question in any
proceedings on the grounds that a person, body or
entity was not or may not have been a participating
authority within the meaning of that act. The bill
further provides that the validating provisions are
not to result in a civil wrong for the corporation, the
state or any other person, or to cause a person to be
in breach or default, or to cause the tennination or
modification of any agreement or the release of any
obligee from its obligations.
The bill also amends the financial reporting
provisions in the Victorian Debt Retirement Fund
Act 1990 to further clarify that the corporation's
obligations to report and its duty to keep proper
accounts and records relate to the corporation's
responsibilities under that act. These amendments
are intended to emphasise that the corporation is
responsible for the management of the Victorian
Debt Retirement Fund but that its assets and
liabilities remain separate from those of the
corporation and do not require incorporation into
the corporation's accounts. These provisions apply
in respect of the year ending 30 June 1994. The
annual reporting provisions for 1994-95 and
subsequently will be dealt with under the Financial
Management Act.
The bill also amends the definition of state debt in
the Victorian Debt Retirement Fund Act to include
liabilities of the state in respect of financial
accommodation whether incurred or assumed
directly by the state or through the Capital Works
AuthOrity. This amendment is consequential to the
government's decision to abolish the Capital Works
Authority. The final clause makes minor statute law
revision amendments to the principal act.
I commend the bill to the house.
Debate adjourned on motion of Mr COLE
(Melbourne).
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The purpose of the bill is to make technical
amendments to the Stamps Act 1958 to facilitate the
introduction by the Australian stock exchange of the
new electronic transfer and settlement system for
marketable securities known as CHESS, and to
remove certain exemptions from the stamp duty
payable on notices of acquisition and applications to
register motor vehicles which are currently available
to municipalities and certain water boards.
The clearing house electronic subregister system
developed by the Australian stock exchange will
facilitate the speedy settlement of share transactions.
Pursuant to CHESS, transfers of marketable
securities quoted on the stock exchange will be
transferred electronically without the need for an
instrument of transfer. Amendments to the stamps
legislation of each jurisdiction are required to allow
CHESS to be operative. The proposed amendments
are the result of significant consultation between the
stock exchange and the revenue authorities of each
state and territory. The intention of the stock
exchange is that CHESS will be utilised by brokers
conducting on-market share transfers and by certain
CHESS participants who will trade shares off market.
Currently the Stamps Act allows sharebrokers to
pay stamp duty by way of return. This bill makes
amendments to the act to provide for the payment of
duty by brokers on electronic transfers of marketable
securities.
The bill enables CHESS participants to pay duty in
respect of electronic off-market transfers by way of
return. Arrangements have been made between the
Australian stock exchange and all relevant
jurisdictions whereby the participants are to pay the
relevant duty to the securities clearing house, which
will then forward the duty on to each jurisdiction.
The bill also provides for certain exemptions which
have been agreed upon by all states and territories
and for a uniform rate of duty for CHESS transfers.
It is anticipated that CHESS will become operational
on 1 July 1994.

Debate adjourned until Thursday, 12 May.

STAMPS (SECURmES CLEARING
HOUSE) BILL
Second reading
Mr GUDE (Minister for Industry and
Employment) - On behalf of the Treasurer, I move:
That this bill be now read a second time.

As a result of the restructure of the requirements for
the registration of motor vehicles announced in the
1993-94 budget speech, state and local government
bodies are subject to registration fees in relation to
their vehicles. In addition, stamp duty is payable on
registration documents unless an exemption is
applicable. Consequently most state government
bodies are now subject to motor vehicle stamp duty.
However, two exemptions remain in the Stamps Act
which exempt certain water boards and local
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government bodies from stamp duty on registration
documents.
The removal of the exemption from stamp duty
payable on an application to register or notice of
acquisition of a motor vehicle currently enjoyed by
municipalities and certain water boards will remove
the barrier to fair competition between small
business and government. The exemptions will be
removed with effect from 1 October 1994.
I commend the bill to the house.
Debate adjourned on motion of Mr COLE
(Melbourne).
Debate adjourned until Thursday, 12 May.

ARTS INSTITUTIONS (AMENDMENT)
BILL
Second reading
Mr GUDE (Minister for Industry and
Employment) - On behalf of the Minister for Police
and Emergency Services, I move:
That this bill be now read a second time.

The purpose of the bill is to amend the various acts
within the arts portfolio to facilitate greater
operational efficiencies, improve management
practices and update statutory membership terms
and related provisions. In particular, specific
amendments to the State Film Centre of Victoria
Council Act will enable the state film centre to work
more effectively within the film and
communications industries and improve its service
to the commwtity through partnerships with
industry and the private sector. Secondly,
amendments to the Public Records Act will update
and clarify provisions and remove anomalies.
Thirdly, amendments to the acts will generally
update and standardise common issues.
I will deal firstly with the State Film Centre of
Victoria Council. Since its inception the state film
centre has been an important part of Victoria's film
industry through its roles as collector and manager
of the state's film and video heritage, as an educator
and as a film arts exhibitor.
The history of the film centre has been one of
continued development and assistance to the state's
film culture during a period when the film industry
has matured and cinema diversity and culture have
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grown. The state film centre is today the leading
government film library and educational service in
Australia.
The proposed amendments to the State Film Centre
of Victoria Council Act will enable this development
role to continue within a framework that allows the
centre to act, in accordance with its objectives, as an
industry partner as well as an arts institution, thus
further extending its role in cooperation with others
in one of the most important industries of the 21st
century - the information industry, in particular
dealing with information conveyed through the
moving image.
It will be of interest to honourable members that,
with the increasing diversity of media technologies
becoming available, the general word 'film' is itself
being redefined. The growing use of the term
'moving image' recognises that the storage and
viewing of moving pictures has moved away from
just one medium. The technology is no longer
dominated by the can of film or the film reel. The
majority of the film centre's business today is
electronic and digital.

While the name of the film centre may imply a past
technology, its activities demonstrate not only its
important arts and cultural role but a leading role in
the state's new multi-media industry. The centre is
committed to increasing appreciation of the moving
image and promoting public interest in the culture
of the moving image. It currently does this through
the collection, dissemination and educational use of
film and video.
The State Film Centre of Victoria has an enviable
reputation among government film libraries for the
reach and innovation of its programs. It has always
been a leader and has the government's support in
its efforts to integrate more closely with the
information industry, while maintaining its clearly
defined community service and cultural role.
The proposed amendments to the act will enable the
centre to develop suitable structures so as to
respond to opportunities in an industry that is
changing at an ever increasing rate.
Amendments are required to the Public Records Act
1973 to update and clarify provisions and to remove
anomalies. The various amendments have been
considered and approved by the Public Records
AdviSOry Council. The council, chaired by Mr Peter
Kirby, has as members representatives of the various
users of the Public Record Office including
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government departments, historians and
genealogists. The amendments include measures to:
adjust the membership of the Public Records
Advisory CoWlci1 to include a member with
experience in business administration and finance;
assist in the permanent preservation of records by
enabling the keeper of public records to withhold
from public access fragile original records;
assist in ensuring that prescribed records - that
is records that were once public records but for
some reason have strayed from public custody,
are eventually returned to the Public Record
Office; and
clarify that, where a standard has been issued
Wlder this act, it is lawful for a public record to be
disposed of.

Section 9 of the Public Records Act relates to records
determined to be of such a personal and private
nature as to warrant closure. To ensure that this
provision is administratively manageable, the
Victorian Government Solicitor has proposed an
amendment to enable the responsible ministers to
determine the period of closure of the records at the
time of the original decision that they should be
closed.
An amendment to section 10 of the same act
provides for the Minister, by notice published in the
Government Gazette, to declare specified records to be
closed for a period of not more than 30 years after
the date of their transfer to the Public Record Office
rather than the present renewable five-year periods.
This will overcome problems for agencies such as
the cabinet office and Registrar of Probates in terms
of the confidentiality of records transferred to the
custody of the Public Record Office. It will also bring
the Victorian provisions into line with those
applying elsewhere in Australia. Access to
documents under freedom of information legislation
will, of course, still apply.

A final amendment to the act will protect Public
Record Office staff from civil actions of defamation
or breach of confidence that might arise from the
release of information. This provision was
recommended by the parliamentary Legal and
Constitutional Committee in 1989.

The impact of the proposed amendments to the
Public Records Act should be a more efficient Public
Record Office and a more workable records
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management regime for the whole of the Victorian
government.
Thirdly, the bill proposes a number of other
amendments that will provide for improved
management practices and update and standardise
common issues in the arts acts.
Those institutions currently without by-law making
provisions will be empowered to make by-laws for
matters including the admission of persons, care
protection and management of facilities,
conservation of collections and preservation of good
order and decency. While a general
regulation-making power will remain in the acts, the
prescribing of fees and charges will be excluded
from the regulations as these are determined by the
Treasurer in the context of annual budgets and, as
such, are subject to detailed scrutiny and review.
The functions of the institutions as provided for in
their acts are specific and, in most instances, have
over time allowed for little variation that may have
been desirable to meet changing circumstances and
expectations and to enable the exploitation of
opportWlities. Consequently the bill provides for the
minister to give approval to an institution to
perfonn additional functions appropriate to its
operations.
In addition, for those institutions not already so
required, the bill provides that in performing their
functions and exercising their powers Wlder their
acts they are subject to the general direction and
control of the minister.
It is proposed to amend the de-accessioning

provisions for the National Gallery of Victoria, a
process which currently takes a minimum of
10 years to finalise. The effect of this amendment
will be to ensure that the CoWlci1 of Trustees of the
National Gallery of VictOria, following receipt of the
best possible advice, has the opportWlity to
recommend through the minister to the Governor in
Council that a work or works should be
de-accessioned. Any decision to de-accession a work
will be given careful consideration and be in accord
with very strict guidelines to ensure that the
composition of the state collection is not harmed in
anyway.
The Geelong Performing Arts Centre Trust Act and
the Victorian Arts Centre Act provide for each trust,
with the approval of the minister, to employ persons
necessary to fulfil their functions and to determine
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appropriate conditions, remuneration and
allowances.

bodies concerned which have to work within their
constraints on a regular basis.

Each institution operates in a dynamic commercial
environment and needs the ability to respond
quickly and effectively to changing needs and
demands to ensure peak efficiency. In particular, the
trusts need the capacity to employ casual and
temporary staff to meet fluctuating operational
levels. The bill responds to this need by deleting
from the employment provisions of these two acts
the requirement for ministerial approval except in
the case of appointments to the positions of general
manager.

I commend the bill to the house.

In addition, and in accordance with the
government's policy of ensuring that the arts centres
are able to operate without undue restraint, the bill
deletes the requirement for the centres to obtain
ministerial approval to present performances and
entertainment outside their venues.

Mr GUDE (Minister for Industry and
Employment) - On behalf of the Attorney-General,
I move:

Further management issues in the bill provide that
the chief executive officers of Film Victoria and the
two arts centres shall, subject to general direction
and control from their management bodies, have
control of the day-to-day affairs of the institutions as
is the case with the other arts institutions. The bill
further provides that in performing its functions and
exercising its powers under its act, the Council of
Trustees of the National Gallery of Victoria
represents the Crown; and to overcome some minor
confusion, the name of the operational account of
the Victorian Arts Centre Trust is changed to the
Victorian Arts Centre Fund.
'Through the bill the opportunity is taken to
standardise, where appropriate, the terms of
membership for statutory appointees to the
management bodies of the arts institutions.
Provision is made for three-year terms with a
maximum membership period of nine years; the
filling of extraordinary vacancies; the payment of
sitting fees with the proviso that membership does
not constitute an office of profit under the Crown;
and the introduction of gender neutral terminology.
In addition, the representation of interest and
reference groups on some bodies is amended to
reflect current and future requirements; and the
frequency of meetings of the Council of the State
Library is varied.
A number of these issues are of a minor nature but
they are of some importance and significance to the

Debate adjourned on motion of Mr COLE
(Melbourne).
Debate adjourned until Thursday, 12 May.

MAGISTRATES' COURT
(AMENDMENT) BILL
Second reading

That this bill be now read a second time.

The Magistrates' Court is constituted by the
Magistrates' Court Act 1989 and is responsible for
the bulk of civil and criminal litigation in Victoria. It
handles over 300 000 charges and 100 000 civil
complaints annually. As such, the court is the forum
in which Victorians are most likely to come into
contact with the judicial process.
The bill makes a number of Significant changes to
the court's procedures to improve their
effectiveness. In particular, it:
implements recommendations of the Pegasus
Taskforce to promote the more efficient and less
costly disposition of summary criminal matters;
enhances the Sheriff's capacity to collect unpaid
fines;
permits closure of proceedings and the making of
suppression orders in hearings about offences
involving an act of sexual penetration; and
makes a number of miscellaneous amendments to
improve the general operation of the court.
PEGASUSPROPOSALS
The Pegasus Taskforce was made up of senior
members of the judiciary and magistracy,
representatives of the legal profession, the Office of
the Director of Public Prosecutions and Legal Aid
Commission and senior departmental officers. It
published its report in September 1992. Two of its
chief recommendations are implemented by the bill
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Firstly, the principal act's provisions which allow
practitioners in evil proceedings to be penalised for
improper, negligent, wasteful or other unreasonable
conduct is extended to cover legal practitioners in
criminal proceedings. Section 131, which gives the
court its general discretion in respect of costs, is also
amended to specifically direct the court's attention
to unreasonable conduct by or on behalf of a party
which prolongs any proceeding before the court.
The High Court decision in Latoudis v. Casey
substantially widened the circumstances in which
costs could be awarded to defendants in summary
criminal matters. The bill provides that if the court
decides to award costs against an individual police
informant, they should be awarded against the Chief
Commissioner of Police. This addresses police
concerns about the liability of individual officers as a
result of the High Court decision.
Secondly, the taskforce emphasised the need for
early disclosure of evidence by the prosecution to
promote early resolution of issues, early
identification of guilty pleas and speedier and less
costly dispOSition of cases. The bill adds to the
government's initiatives in the Crimes (Criminal
Trials) Act 1993 which were designed to reduce
delay in Supreme and County Court criminal cases.
It establishes a Magistrates' Court procedure for
disclosure of prosecution evidence relevant to the
case, including witness statements and names and
addresses of witnesses.
A police informant may refuse to comply with such
a requirement if, among other things, it would
prejudice an investigation or law enforcement
procedures or prejudice the fair trial of a person or
endanger the lives or safety of witnesses or law
enforcement personnel.
This scheme is consistent with the March 1992
decision of the Full Court of the Supreme Court in
relation to a freedom of information application in
which the court held that disclosure of material on
the police brief would not prejudice the prosecution
and was desirable in the interests of justice.
The bill also provides for early disclosure by both
prosecution and defence of forensic and other expert
witness reports to minimise the poten~al for trial by
ambush or surprise.
FINE ENFORCEMENT POWERS
The bill will close a number of loopholes which
currently allow evasion of fines and will enhance the
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Sheriff's powers to collect outstanding fines under
the Penalty Enforcement by Registration of
Infringement Notice (PERIN) system established by
schedule 7 to the act. The system is used to expedite
the collection of fines in simple or regulatory
matters. Non-payment of fines is a growing problem
for the government and the community generally.
While some offenders default through reasons of
genuine hardship, there is a proportion of offenders
who use the current system to evade their
obligations all too easily. There were $131 million
worth of outstanding fines in 1992-93, including
$30 million which accrued during that year.
For both civil liberty and budgetary reasons, the
government's policy is that imprisonment should be
a remedy of last resort.
The major change effected by the bill is a provision
which will empower the Sheriff to seize the personal
property of a fine defaulter and only to imprison the
offender if he is unable to find sufficient assets to
satisfy the fine. This will encourage many offenders
to pay fines who might otherwise be willing to go to
jail to expiate them. Successful execution against
property will cost the community nothing as both
the amount of the fine and the cost of recovery are
included in the amount recovered.
The Sheriff's powers will mirror his existing powers
to seize property in civil matters and will contain
similar safeguards. However, the Sheriff will have
an additional power of forcible entry of the
residence or business of an offender. This is
necessary to ensure that the power is effective and
cannot be thwarted by the refusal of entry.
Members should note that the bill provides that the
Sheriff's powers are to be exercised in accordance
with the court's rules, practice and procedure as
adopted by the Sheriff in civil proceedings. In
particular, the Sheriff is unable to seize necessary
household goods, and when goods are seized,
'walking possession' is given in all circumstances
unless positive evidence exists to indicate the seized
goods may be disposed of or hidden.
'Walking possession' occurs when goods are left
with a person made responsible for their
safekeeping and is normally used in domestic
situations. This practice allows an offender to apply
for an instalment order or for time to pay before the
property is sold. The Sheriff will not act any further
in relation to the warrant while any such order is
complied with.
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One of the problems the Sheriff has encountered in
giving 'walking possession' in civil cases is where
the debtor disposes of or interferes with the goods in
breach of his or her undertaking not to do so. At
present, the Sheriff's only remedy is the
cumbersome sanction of contempt of court
proceedings. The same problem is likely to occur
with penalty enforcement warrants.
Accordingly, the bill reinstates the offence of rescue
which was contained in the Magistrates (Summary
Proceedings) Act 1975. If the Sheriff has given
walking possession and served a notice on the
person responsible for the goods advising them of
their responsibilities, an offence is committed if a
person interferes with or disposes of the goods
which they know to be subject to the warrant.
The Sheriff anticipates that his powers under the bill
will be used principally in relation to the seizure of
motor vehicles.
The bill also strengthens the Sheriff's powers to
enforce fines against companies by targeting the
directors who may be using the protection afforded
by the corporate veil to evade responsibility for
infringements. The Sheriff knows of a number of
shell companies which consistently incur and refuse
to pay parking penalties and the bill will ensure that
such fines are paid.
CLOSURE OF MAGISTRATES' COURT
PROCEEDINGS
The bill addresses an anomaly highlighted by a
recent committal hearing in the court. The principal
act provides that the evidence of the complainant in
any proceeding which relates to a charge for a
'sexual offence' may be heard in closed court. The
court may also make suppression orders in relation
to the publication of evidence likely to cause undue
stress or embarrassment.
These provisions apply only to 'sexual offences' as
defined by the Crimes Act. They do not apply to
other offences even if the offence is essentially
sexual. Hence, when an mv-positive man was
charged with recklessly engaging in conduct likely
to result in death through infection of his victim
with the mv virus, the court was unable to be
closed to receive evidence of the victim's sexual
history with the accused and others and her now
illV-positive status. Nor did the provisions of the
Health Act 1958 relating to suppression orders in
cases where a person is mv positive assist the
victim.
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It is important to ensure that witnesses are not
subject to so much distress or embarrassment that
they are lUlable to give proper testimony and that
complainants are not discouraged from coming
forward for fear of being publicly identified or
subject to public examination. While many witnesses
may undergo some degree of stress or
embarrassment as a result of giving evidence, the
presentation of evidence of a sexual nature has
widely been recognised as being particularly
sensitive and likely to traumatise the witness or
victim of the crime.
The bill amends the principal act, the Evidence Act
1958 and the Judicial Proceedings Reports Act 1958
to include offences where the offending conduct is
constituted wholly or in part by an act of sexual
penetration among those offences which may be
subject to a hearing in closed court or to a
suppression order. The provision is narrowly
drafted and balances the public right to know of
court proceedings with the government's
commitment to assisting victims of crime.

OTHER MATIERS
The bill also makes a number of amendments to the
principal act which have arisen as a result of
monitoring its operation since its commencement. In
respect of the changes to the County·Court's powers
on appeal, members should note that the County
Court is undertaking a more comprehensive review
of its appellate powers and the legislation should
not be interpreted as pre-empting that review.
The bill also will allow local government laws to be
prescribed under the PERIN system of fine
enforcement. The selection of local law offences for
prescription will be the subject of careful discussion
between officers of the Department of Justice and of
the Victorian Office of Local Government to ensure
that only those offences that are simple and
regulatory in nature and hence consistent with the
PERIN scheme's objectives are included.
The bill will make very substantial improvements to
the efficiency of summary criminal procedures; to
the rights of victims of crimes of a sexual nature; to
the ability of the state to collect the large amount of
fines currently outstanding; and to the general
operation of the court. It illustrates once again the
government's commitment to the enforcement of the
law and the improvement of the justice system.
I commend the bill to the house.

CASINO CONTROL (MISCELLANEOUS AMENDMENTS) BILL
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Debate adjourned on motion of Mr COLE
(Melbourne).
Debate adjourned until Thursday, U May.

CASINO CONTROL (MISCELLANEOUS
AMENDMENTS) BILL
Second reading
Mr JOHN (Minister for Community Services) - I
move:
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In making a determination, the minister must take
into account whether TAB betting is available on the
race. It is intended that if TAB betting is available
approval will be granted only in special
circumstances.

The Minister for Gaming will be empowered to give
notice to the casino operator not to conduct a class or
kind of betting where that betting would be
offensive or would be contrary to public policy. For
example, betting on the number of casualties in a
war or betting on the outcome of a trial may invoke
this section.

That this bill be now read a second time.

The bill provides that the Casino (Management

The amendments proposed to be made to the Casino
Control Act have come about as a result of
recommendations from the Casino Control
Authority in consultation with the casino operator
and various government agencies. The amendments
are not substantial but will be to the benefit of
Victoria by helping to ensure the Melbourne casino
is a world-class casino and free from criminal
influence.
The bill permits Sportsbetting to be offered in the
casino, enables the body responsible for building
control for the casino to have responsibility also for
ancillary works, clarifies the liquor licence
arrangement, provides for self-exclusion orders and
contains other miscellaneous amendments.
Sportsbetting is an important ingredient of
world-class casinos overseas. Under clause 20 of the
schedule to the Casino (Management Agreement)
Act 1993 it is mandatory that the casino operator
operates the Melbourne casino complex as a
high-quality, international-class casino complex. The
Casirio Control Act presently enables the Victorian
Casino Control Authority to approve the games
which may be played in the casino. Legislative
amendment though is required to enable
Sportsbetting because of the legal distinction
between gaming and betting.
Sportsbetting will enable patrons to bet on national
and international sporting events. Sportsbetting will
only be available to patrons placing bets within the
casino. There will be no telephone betting.
While the bill would enable Sportsbetting to be
offered, it is not intended that it should operate as a
second TAB. The bill therefore will enable the
responsible minister to withhold approval in the
case of betting on any horse, harness or greyhound
race at a race meeting in Australia or New Zealand.

Agreement) Act does not apply to Part SA approved betting competitions, which deals with
Sportsbetting. This provision makes it clear that
Sportsbetting is regulated under the Casino Control
Act.
The Casino Control Act presently enables the
minister administering the Building Control Act to
determine who is to be responsible for building
control in respect of the Melbourne casino site.
Ancillary works outside the site will be required. It
has always been intended that all works necessary
for the casino should be subject to one hod y
responsible for building control. The bill therefore
gives effect to this intention.
The Casino Control Act enables the Director of
Casino Surveillance, the casino operator or the
person in charge of the casino to prohibit a person
from entering the casino. An excluded person may
appeal to the Victorian Casino Control AuthOrity
against an exclusion order. The New South Wales
act also provides for a person to apply for a
self-exclusion order to be made excluding him or her
from entering the casino. There is a right of appeal to
the authority to have the order overruled. The bill
proposes similar provisiOns for Victoria.
Section 69 of the act provides for regulations to be
made in relation to junkets. The amended statutory
provision is intended to cover only the incentives
offered to the high-turnover players. The two
situations which need to be addressed are junkets
and premium-player arrangements.
A junket is a term commonly understood in the
casino industry as referring to an arrangement
whereby a group of persons or an individual is
introduced to the casino operator by a junket
organiser or promoter who receives a commission
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based on the turnover of play accrued by the patron
or patrons introduced by the organiser or promoter.
A premium player arrangement is an arrangement
in which the casino operator agrees to give a patron
a commission in cash or kind based on the patron's
turnover or results of play. In the case of a premium
player arrangement there is no promoter involved.
The definition of junket in the act is currently too
wide in that it includes the giving by the casino
operator of what are known in the casino industry as
complementaries. Complementaries consist of
incentives such as free or discounted travel,
accommodation and food.
The amendments are therefore designed to exclude
complementaries from the definition of junkets and
to enable the regulation of premium player
arrangements.
The bill clarifies the application of the Liquor
Control Act to the casino. The bill provides that the
casino is deemed to be premises licensed under the
Liquor Control Act and that certain sections of the
Liquor Control Act will not apply to the casino and
enables regulations to be made to vary the
provisions which are to apply.
The amendment also gives the casino licensee a
liquor licence for restaurants adjacent to the
temporary casino at the World Trade Centre Galleria
for a limited time.
The casino operator is prohibited from entering into
any contract for the supply of goods or services,
with certain exceptions, unless the Casino Control
AuthOrity is first notified. If the authority objects, the
operator must not enter into the contract. The intent
of these provisions was to ensure that there could be
no opportunity for criminal influence via the back
door. This would involve the authority checking the
individuals associated with contracts, not in
determining whether or not a particular contract
should be entered into.
The bill therefore reinforces this intention by
amending the Casino Control Act to enable the
authority to give the operator approval to enter into
contracts with Specified persons for specified goods
or services. In addition, the authority would
continue to monitor all significant contracts to
ensure that the integrity of all aspects of the casino
operations is preserved.

1309

Casino special employees are prohibited from
accepting gratuities from a patron in the casino. This
provision was intended to prevent any special
treatment being given to a patron by staff
responsible for conducting gaming. The prOvision,
however, is too limited in that an employee could
with impunity accept a gratuity from a patron of the
casino by merely stepping outside the casino. The
bill will close this loophole.
The authority intends to require more than just the
gaming employees to be licensed as special
employees. It is, however, standard casino industry
practice for certain employees, who are not directly
involved in gaming activities, to be permitted to
accept gratuities. Amendment is therefore included
to enable the authority to specify persons or classes
of persons who may accept gratuities.
Finally, the other amendments in the bill will:
require all security and surveillance staff of the
casino operator to obtain special employees'
licences;
enable the Director of Casino Surveillance to
approve the use of chips and cash for restricted
training and testing purposes and to approve the
use of a procedure or device for dealing cards
other than from a card shoe; and •
prohibit persons who have been directed to apply
for a licence because of their special relationship
with the casino as defined in section 40 from
gambling in the casino.
I commend the bill to the house.
Debate adjourned on motion of Mr THOMSON
(Pascoe Vale).
Debate adjourned until Thursday, U May.

TERTIARY EDUCAnON
(AMENDMENT) BILL
Second reading
Mr GUDE (Minister for Industry and
Employment) - On behalf of the Minister for
Education, I move:
That this bill be now read a second time.

There are two main purposes of this bill: to
implement the government's policy commitment to
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ensure that membership of student organisations in
tertiary institutions is voluntary; and to provide for
the involvement of Parliament in decisions to
approve institutions other than recognised
universities to operate in Victoria.
Prior to the last election the coalition made dear its
intention of making student union membership
voluntary, and it is proposed to implement that
policy promise through the provisions of this bill.
The provisions are intended to apply to the
operations of post-secondary education institutions
in Victoria.
The fundamental principle underlying this dedsion
is freedom of association. The government seeks to
remove any compulsory requirement for students at
our tertiary institutions to be members of a student
union or association. No person should be required
to join an association against his or her will.
That principle is supported by the right of freedom
of association as laid down by the United Nations.
The present situation in Victoria's universities and
some technical and further education colleges does
not accord with this principle.
Student unions provide useful services and
contribute to the variety and quality of life on the
campuses of our colleges and universities. However
the government does not believe students should be
compelled to join them. Compulsory student
unionism is an abrogation of fundamental rights, the
rights of freedom of choice and freedom of
association.
The bill prevents the governing bodies of tertiary
institutions from requiring students to jOin student
organisations. It prohibits the compulsory
imposition of student fees for membership of
student organisations. It does not prevent the
collection of compulsory fees for services, activities
or facilities which the governing body believes to be
needed.
The bill introduces several measures to ensure ilie
intention of the government is not circumvented. It
prevents discrimination against students who elect
not to join student organisations and requires that
compulsory fees collected can be passed on to
student organisations only to provide facilities,
services or activities of direct benefit to students or
the institution, following a proper competitive
tendering process. That arrangement preserves the
capacity of the institutions to provide needed
services and places the responsibility for this
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squarely with the properly constituted governing
bodies of the institutions, subject to tendering and
audit procedures which are common for public
bodies.
The new arrangements will not take effect until the
1995 academic year. During the intervening period,
the government will consult with vice-chancellors
and college directors about transition arrangements
and will assist where necessary in working out
processes to resolve administrative difficulties that
might arise.
The government is confident that the governing
bodies and institutional managements will recognise
why these steps are being taken and will cooperate
to ensure a smooth transition. The government
intends that voluntary student unionism will be
implemented fully and effectively.
Regrettably the commonwealth government has
legislated to impose financial penalties on states
which choose to properly exercise their
constitutional responsibility and take action to
preserve basic individual freedoms on tertiary
campuses which are their statutory responsibility. It
has amended the commonwealth grants legislation
spedfically to enable deductions to be made to
financial assistance grants to states to replace money
lost to a student organisation if an wtitution is
prevented or hindered in imposing fees for the
organisation. It has sought to justify this step by
claiming the states are attempting to undermine
services to students and to interfere with the
administrative responsibility of universities. It is
clear from the provisions of this bill that that is not
so.
The government does not intend to allow the
commonwealth to interfere in this way. The
Victorian government does not agree that state
universities should be used by the commonwealth
as a conduit for funding student organisations at the
expense of Victorian taxpayers. Accordingly, a
provision is included in the bill to prevent an
institution from receiving funds for transmission to
student organisations under these arrangements.
When the Tertiary Education Act was passed last
year provision was made for the first time for formal
recognition of the provision of university level
programs by institutions other than recognised
universities and for such institutions to operate as
universities. Those provisions were made to increase
opportunities for study for Victorian young people
and to allow greater diversity in Victoria's education

VOCATIONAL EDUCATION AND TRAINING (AMENDMENT) BILL
Thursday, 28 April 1994

ASSEMBLY

system. The process of approval was intended to be
a rigorous one to ensure that the high quality of
university education was maintained and that
people enrolling in such programs could have full
confidence in them.
Although the recognition of institutions to operate
as universities was to follow a rigorous assessment
against generally accepted university recognition
criteria, it must also be flexible to cover a range of
possible circumstances, which might include a major
overseas university wishing to provide services in
this state, a private university to be established in
Victoria, or an existing private teaching institution
seeking university status. For this reason the
responsibility for approval was given to the minister
rather than requiring a separate act of Parliament in
each instance, as has been done for public
universities in this COWltry.
There are still valid reasons, however, for some
degree of involvement by Parliament in decisions of
this importance, and this issue was raised by the
Scrutiny of Acts and Regulations Committee last
year. Consideration has been given to ways of
achieving parliamentary involvement while
maintaining the flexibility required. Amendments to
the act to achieve this result are now being made.
The process will involve an order by the minister
published in the Government Gazette, followed by
tabling in Parliament. By treating the order as a
statutory rule Wlder the Subordinate Legislation Act
it will be possible for it to be considered by
Parliament with a possibility of being disallowed.
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higher education courses extends to circumstances
where the award is to be granted by another
institution. Clause 8 repeals a redundant clause and
act relating to antecedent institutions of the
University of Ballarat and clause 9 makes an
editorial correction.
I commend the bill to the house.

Debate adjourned on motion of Mr THOMSON
(Pucoe Vale).
Mr GUDE (Minister for Industry and
Employment) - On behalf of the Minister for
Education, I move:
That the debate be adjourned until Thursday, 12 May.

Mr THOMSON (Pascoe Vale) - The bill
contains some major provisions which may require
substantial consultation and discussion with
members of the community and tertiary institutions.
Will the minister make more time available if the
opposition requires it?
Mr GUDE (Minister for Industry and
Employment) (By leave) - Adjournments of two
weeks have long been the standard. I suggest that
the opposition spokesman consult with the Minister
for Tertiary Education and Training iIi. another
place, but at this stage debate on the bill will be
adjourned for two weeks.

Motion agreed to and debate adjourned until
Thursday, 12 May.

In addition to those major provisions the bill makes

several minor amendments. These include removing
an ambiguity in the case of an institution operating
in Victoria to provide a course of study leading to an
award offered by an institution located elsewhere,
and removing a section and repealing another act,
both of which are redWldant following
establishment of the University of Ballarat - a fine
institution.

MAJOR PROVISIONS OF THE BILL
Clauses 1 to 3 set out the purpose of the bill,
commencement provisions and modifications in
definitions. Clauses 4 and 5 make provision for
abolition of compulsory unionism and related
matters. Clause 6 amends procedures for approval
of institutions to operate as universities to provide
for involvement of Parliament. Clause 7 amends
section 11 of the act to make it clear that the
provisions for approval for an institution to offer

VOCATIONAL EDUCATION AND
TRAINING (AMENDMENT) BILL
Second reading
Mr GUDE (Minister for Industry and
Employment) - On behalf of the Minister for
Education, I move:
That this bill be now read a second time.

The first main purpose of this bill is to reform
governance and accountability mechanisms within
the state training system. The second purpose is to
implement the agreement entered into between
commonwealth, state and territory governments to
establish a national vocational education and
training system. 1bis government is committed to
improving the efficiency and accountability of the
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public sector. 1his bill advances that objective in the
training sector.

more flexibility to meet their clients' needs and to
compete in an open training market.

The bill clarifies the respective roles and
responsibilities of the minister and the State Training
Board. The State Training Board will be restructured
and its functions will be altered. In the government's
view, the board should consist of a small, high-level
group of individuals chosen for their expertise in
industry and training rather than a large number of
members selected as representatives or delegates of
interest groups. The new board will have six
members.

To this end, the bill restructures college councils.
They will be reconstituted in line with current
business practices. Councils will have fewer
members but these members will be selected for
their management and professional expertise. They
will not be appointed as representatives of special
interest groups. But persons with experience in
industry, further education and local communities
will be appointed because of their expertise in those
areas. The bill acknowledges that councils are
responsible for the management of their colleges. In
future, delegations to colleges must be issued to
councils, not their staff. Councils can then determine
whether to delegate the functions to their staff.

The board's primary role is to provide expert advice
to government on vocational education and training.
Its membership must reflect this. The government
considers the key to a successful and effective
training system is the continuing development of a
strong partnership with industry. In selecting board
members, the government will ensure that the board
includes members with significant industry
experience.
It is also important that the board will have a good
understanding of TAFE college governance and
operations. Therefore, in choosing board members,
the government will consider views of key
stakeholders in the state training system.

The bill implements in Victoria the agreement
reached by federal and state governments to
establish a national vocational education and
training system. The Australian National Training
AuthOrity (ANTA) will be authorised to perform its
functions in Victoria pursuant to that agreement.
Similar legislation has been passed or is being
prepared in other states and territories.
The bill designates the State Training Board as
Victoria's state training agency for the purposes of
the ANTA agreement. The board will develop for
ANTA a state training profile for Victoria. These
profiles will set out training objectives for the state
in accordance with the national training priorities
approved by a council of state and federal training
ministers. In performing its functions as a state
training agency and in allocating training funds, the
board will be subject to the direction of the state
minister.
TAFE colleges in Victoria are among the most
efficient in the country. The Victorian government's
policy is to give colleges as much operational
independence as is consistent with the demands of
public accountability. In this way, colleges have

The bill alters the statutory functions of industry
training boards. Following a recent review of
industry training boards, it is proposed that, in
future, their functions will be centred upon the
development of quality training plans for their
respective industry sectors. This is their most
important function because the government and
providers rely heavily on industry training boards'
advice in determining training priorities. Most
ancillary functions of industry training boards will
be removed from the legislation.
The bill also alters requirements for the composition
of industry training boards. While their membership
will have to include persons from both employer
and employee backgrounds, the bill deletes the rigid
tripartism formula which requires all boards to have
a balance of representatives of unions, employers'
associations and government. In the government's
view, members should be chosen for their expertise
and ability to contribute, not as delegates of interest
groups.
The bill makes a number of other reforms designed
to improve the efficiency of the state training
system. I will briefly outline some of the more
Significant reforms. Firstly, the course accreditation
and private provider registration systems will be
brought into line with national standards agreed by
state and federal governments. This will provide
national consistency in training standards and
improve the portability of qualifications between
states. The bill also allows for the recognition of
Defence Force training courses and institutions.
Secondly, the bill will allow community-based
providers of further education courses, such as adult
literacy courses, to be registered by the Adult,
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Community and Further Education Board to deliver
accredited courses. Thirdly, the bill establishes a
proper legislative framework for industry
placements of TAFE students. TItis is designed to
protect the interests of those students, of colleges
and of the host employers.
Fourthly, the bill will bring training legislation into
line with the Employee Relations Act. Finally, the
bill will make a number of amendments to the
administrative machinery provisions, such as the
powers of inspectors, and will increase penalty
levels in line with those in the Tertiary Education
Act.
STATEMENT RELATING TO SECflON 85 OF THE
CONSTITUTION ACT
1.

Clause 61 of the bill proposes to insert a new
section 93A in the Vocational Education and
Training Act 1990 that is intended to alter or
vary section 85 of the Constitution Act 1975 to
the extent necessary to prevent the bringing
before the Supreme Court of an action of the
kind referred to in the proposed new
section 91A.

2.

Clause 59 of the bill proposes to insert a new
section 91A in the Vocational Education and
Training Act 1990 which has the effect that no
action lies against any person for breach of a
duty which would otherwise be owed to
another person as a student at a TAFE
provider while the student is employed
under a practical placement arrangement.

3.

The reason for the prevention of the bringing of
such an action is that it is impossible for
college staff to exercise effective supervision
of a student while that student is working in
accordance with a placement arrangement. In
effect, that student is working in an
employment situation under the supervision
of the employer with whom the student is
placed. The rights of students to
compensation for work-related injuries in
relation to placements are adequately
protected because they are deemed to be
workers for the purposes of the Accident
Compensation Act 1985 by the definition of
'worker in section 5(1) of that act.

The bill represents a major reform in the governance
arrangements for the state training system. It will
implement in this state national agreements relating
to the national vocational education and training
system. The bill will promote greater efficiency in
the delivery of training in this state.
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I commend the bill to the house.

Debate adjoumed on motion of Mr THOMSON
(Pascoe Vale).
Debate adjoumed until Thursday, 12 May.

GAMING AND BETfING BILL
Second reading
Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer) - I move:
That this bill be now read a second time.

The Gaming and Betting Bill is a landmark piece of
legislation which provides the necessary regulatory
structure for the most far-reaching reforms of the
gambling industry since the establishment of the
Totalizator Agency Board (TAB) in 1%1. This
legislation will cement Victoria as the racing capital
of Australia and establish the legal framework for
the successful float of the TAB as a public company,
to be formally known as Tabcorp Holdings Ltd,
early in the 1994-95 financial year. The legislation
will deregulate the racing industry to give it
freedom and flexibility while at the same time
strengthening probity requirements across the
Victorian wagering industry. Further, it consolidates
the regulatory environment for wagering, gaming
and other forms of approved betting in Victoria
under one new authority to be known as the
Victorian Casino and Gambling Authority.
The TAB float will be of tremendous benefit to all
Victorians. It will be the largest public float of a
Victorian-based company and the rapidly growing
company will be highly attractive to institutional
investors. The float will be designed to appeal to
smaller investors and the government is confident
that a large number of Victorians will be attracted to
invest, including many first-time shareholders.
Members of racing clubs will also be given
preferential access to the float at a slightly
discounted price.
The TAB will be freed from past constraints on its
capital funding capacity and on its ability to make
commercial business decisions, to enable it to
compete more effectively in the gambling industry
and to offer an expanded and more innovative range
of products and services to consumers. The new
company will be in a very strong position to expand
interstate and overseas.
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The net proceeds from the float are estimated to be
at least $600 million, and this will be applied
towards reducing state debt. This is a very
important development in the government's
financial strategy to reduce Victoria's high debt level.
The legislation will provide the opportunity to
cement Victoria's position as the premier racing
state in Australia. New arrangements have been
entered into with the racing industry designed to
secure the financial health of the industry and to
provide for a large degree of self-determination in
relation to racing and wagering. No longer will the
racing industry be subjected to excessive and
prescriptive regulation which even dictates the time
on which individual races must start. The
government will maintain regulation in respect of
matters of public interest and probity. The industry
will have a participating interest in the Victorian
wagering and gaming operations of the privatised
TAB through a proposed joint venture, providing a
more secure level of income into the future than
would be available under a continuation of the
current arrangements.
The government would like to place on record its
appreciation of the racing industry's professional
approach to negotiations that resulted in this
mutually beneficial outcome which secures the
future of the racing industry and unleashes a new,
dynamic and rapidly growing private sector
company. Punters can now expect Tabcorp Holdings
Ltd to become a service oriented business that will
provide an ever broadening range of products to
punters at highly competitive prices. The company
will also provide a unique investment opportunity
for investors and will strengthen Victoria's position
in the national gambling market.
This legislation also gives effect to a 31.8 per cent cut
in state taxes on wagering turnover. The tax rate on
wagering will be reduced from an average of
approximately 6.6 per cent of wagering turnover including fractions - to the equivalent of 4.5 per
cent of wagering turnover. This will put wagering
on a more competitive basis with other gambling
products and will help secure the long-term future
of the Victorian racing industry.

The dedication of revenue from wagering taxes to
the Hospitals and Charities Fund will continue and
planned funding for the health budget will be
Wlaffected by the new tax rate.
The federal government stands to be a Significant
beneficiary of these reforms because it will receive
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income tax from the profits of Tabcorp Holdings
Ltd. In addition, the state government has sacrificed
revenue by reducing the wagering tax rate as a
Specific micro-economic reform initiative designed
to strengthen the Victorian racing industry and
make it more competitive in the gambling industry.
The Victorian government believes it has a very
strong case for structural assistance from the
commonwealth reflecting the windfall tax gain it
will receive from Tabcorp Holdings Ltd. The
Victorian government will continue to pursue this
issue vigorously with the commonwealth. It will the
first big test of the commonwealth's financial
commitment to miao-economic reform since it
publicly endorsed the Hllmer report on national
competition policy.
The bill also provides for the deregulation of
deduction rates applied to wagering to bring it into
line with the arrangements which currently apply to
gaming and the casino. This will effectively provide
a minimum dividend return to punters which is
broadly in line with current dividend returns.
Importantly, there will be no maximum limit on
dividend returns. This will provide scope for the
holder of the wagering licence to use dividend
returns to punters as a direct marketing tool to
attract punters from interstate and overseas. This
will significantly enhance the competitive position
of the Victorian racing industry relative to other
states and overseas.
At the current stage of development of the rapidly
expanding Victorian gambling industry, it is
appropriate to establish a single regulatory authority
to regulate wagerin~ gaming and other forms of
gambling. The bill provides for the merger of the
Victorian Gaming Commission and the Victorian
Casino Control AuthOrity into one body to be
known as the Victorian Casino and Gambling
AuthOrity.
The present Chairman of the Victorian Casino
Control Authority will become the chairman of the
new authority.
The government considers that both current bodies
have served the community well, but in view of the
completion of the Victorian Casino Control
Authority's task of selecting a licensee for the
Melbourne casino, the government considers it is
now appropriate to have only one regulatory body.
The merger is a logical step in view of the similar
regulatory roles of the two existing bodies. It will
ensure a consistent approach to regulation of all
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aspects of gaming, it will enable the pooling of
existing regulatory expertise and, of course, it will
provide the opportunity to achieve efficiencies in
carrying out like functions. The new authority will
also assume responsibility for regulation of
wagering and approved betting competitions.
The authority will have clear powers, through
continued scrutiny and thorough disciplinary
processes, to ensure that the public interest is
protected and that the highest standards of probity
are observed. This will reinforce public confidence
in the industry, with beneficial effects not only for
Victorians but also for visitors from interstate and
overseas.
At present, the costs of the Victorian Gaming
Commission are charged against the Community
Support Fund, while the costs of the Victorian
Casino Control AuthOrity and the Director of Casino
Surveillance are appropriated from the consolidated
fund and are broadly offset by the casino
supervision and control charge payable by the
casino operator. In keeping with general
government policy to ensure the efficiency of
government agencies, the bill provides that the
funding of the authority and the directors and their
staff will be determined by the Treasurer in
consultation with the minister and effected by way
of standing appropriation from the consolidated
fund. The holder of the wagering and gaming
licences will be required to pay a supervision charge
which will be determined by the Treasurer in
consultation with the minister, having regard to the
reasonable costs and expenses of the authority.
As the costs of the Victorian Gaming Commission
are presently a first charge against the Community
Support Fund, the funding arrangements provided
for in the bill are expected to increase the funds
available in the Community Support Fund to
support the other applications of fund moneys,
including sport, recreation, tourism, the arts,
financial support for families in crises and the
treatment of compulsive gambling.
The legislation is designed to provide a rigorous

regulatory framework for the privatisation of the
TAB, and to provide the appropriate mechanisms
for the regulatory framework to function properly
and effectively.
Part 1 of the bill sets out the preliminaries, including
commencement mechanisms. Part 2 establishes the
conditions under which the initial, and subsequent,
wagering and gaming licences are issued, and
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provides for Tabcorp Holdings Ltd - the privatised
TAB company - to be issued with the first such
licences for 18 years if it meets certain probity
requirements. The part also permits the holder of the
licences to appoint a subsidiary company as an
operator of either or both of the licences under
stringent conditions.
Part 3 makes provision for licensed racing clubs to
conduct on-course totalisators, subject to the
approval of the Victorian Casino and Gambling
Authority. This part sets down the conditions under
which a licensed club may conduct an on-course
totalisator, including probity requirements and a
requirement to satisfy the authority that it has the
necessary financial resources.
Part 4 regulates shareholdings in the licensee, to
ensure that there is a diverse ownership structure,
with no single dominant shareholder. The part
places a limit on the total number of voting shares
which may be held by non-residents of Australia,
representing 40 per cent of the voting shares on
issue. Each individual investor who is an Australian
resident is limited to S per cent of the voting shares,
and each individual investor who is a non-resident
of Australia is limited to 2.5 per cent of the voting
shares. Each investor holding more than 2.S per cent
of the voting shares will be subject to a probity
review.
Part S sets out conditions for the conduct of
approved betting competitions. Part 6 provides for
the conduct of totalisators and the making of betting
rules by the licensee for wagering and for approved
betting competitions.
Part 7 specifies the commissions, dividends and
taxes relating to the wagering licence payable by the
wagering licensee, including those relating to
approved betting competitions. It is important to
note that this part provides for the maintenance of
continued funding to the Hospitals and Charities
Fund from the government's taxes on wagering.
Part 8 establishes the Victorian Casino and
Gambling Authority which will have powers Wlder
this act, the Gaming Machine Control Act 1991, the
Casino Control Act 1991, the Club Keno Act 1993,
and the Lotteries Gaming and Betting Act 1966.
Part 9 specifies the statutory appointment of a
Director of Gaming and Betting who will be
empowered to investigate compliance with the act,
the betting rules and the licences, and to generally
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assist the authority in relation to the operation of the
act.
This position is supported by the provisions of part
10 of the bill, which permit the appoinbnent of
inspectors to carry out investigative functions in
wagering and approved betting competitions. This
part also includes offences which may result from
obstructing inspectors.
Part 11 establishes the offences under the act,
including acceptance of bets from minors and
offences relating to totalisators. Part 12 makes
general provisions. Among other aspects it outlines
requirements on the holder of the wagering licence
for banking, accounts and audits.
Part 13 establishes the mechanisms for the transfer
of TAB staff to Tabcorp Holdings Ltd and its
subsidiaries, with provisions to safeguard the
entitlements of transferred staff. This part also
provides the mechanism by which property, rights
and liabilities of the TAB are allocated either to
Tabcorp Holdings Ltd or its subsidiaries or the state.
Part 14 contains transitional provisions. The changes
I have outlined require Significant amendment to
related acts which govern the industry.
Part 15 amends the Racing Act, to remove obsolete
or redundant provisiOns, to deregulate the conduct
of racing, except in relation to matters of probity and
public interest, and to ensure consistency with this
bill. Part 16 amends the Gaming Machine Control
Act. Part 17 amends the Club Keno Act, and part 18
amends other acts, to provide consistency with this
bill.

CONSImITION Acr 1975: SECfION 85(5)
STATEMENf
I wish to make a statement under section 85(5) of the
Constitution Act 1975 of the reasons for altering or
varying that section by clause 141 of this bill.
Clause 141(a) of the bill states that it is intended to
alter or vary section 85 of the Constitution Act to the
extent necessary to prevent the bringing before the
Supreme Court of actions in respect of acts or
omissions referred to in clause 62.
Clause 62 provides that no liability attaches to the
minister, the authority or the licensee or any officer
or auditor of the licensee for any act or omission in
good faith and in the exercise or discharge or
purported exercise or discharge of a power or duty
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under part 4 governing the regulation of
shareholdings. The reason for preventing the
bringing of such an action is to ensure that the
maximum levels of shareholdings stipulated in the
bill can be enforced by a relatively simple procedure
and without prejudice to the interests of other
shareholders.
Clause 141(b) states that it is intended to alter or
vary section 85 of the Constitution Act to the extent
necessary to prevent the bringing before the
Supreme Court of actions in respect of a right or
interest referred to in clause 203.
Clause 203 extinguishes any right or interest of a
club in money or other property of or held by the
TAB whether arising under section 116Q of the
Racing Act 1958 or in any other way whatsoever and
subsisting immediately before the commencement of
clause 203.
The reason for preventing such actions is to ensure
that the arrangements affecting the TAB and the
racing industry implemented in the bill are in full
settlement of any outstanding rights and interests in
property of the TAB.
The bill is a Significant and exciting move which will
restructure the regulation of the gambling industry
in Victoria. It establishes a rigorous-legislative
framework to:
progress the government's policy of
micro-economic reform;
facilitate the successful public float of the TAB;
free the privatised company from unnecessary
regulatory constraints to enable it to compete
more effectively in the expanding Victorian
gambling industry, with flow-on benefits to
consumers;
provide for the repayment of state debt from the
proceeds of the float;
secure the financial health of the Victorian racing
industry and cement Victoria's position as the
premier racing state;
ensure that the highest standards of probity are
maintained in the Victorian gambling industry;
and
provide the opportunity for all Victorians to
invest in a major new Victorian-based gambling
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company, under dynamic private sector
management
The standards being implemented in Victoria for the

development and regulation of the gambling
industry will clearly be the envy of other states.
Victoria is leading Australia on a wide range of
reforms and this bill is one of the clearest example of
leadership in the current micro-economic reform
debate.
I commend the bill to the house.

Debate adjourned on motion of Mr THOMSON
(Pascoe Vale).
Debate adjourned until Thursday, 12 May.

ADJOURNMENT
Mr GUDE (Minister for Industry and
Employment) - I move:
That the house do now adjourn.

Latrobe Regional Hospital dental services
Mr HAMILTON (Morwell) - I direct a matter to
the attention of the Minister for Health. It concerns
the very serious problem in the Latrobe Valley specifically at the Latrobe Regional Hospital which is unable to attract a dentist to service the
needs of, by and large, low-income and
disadvantaged groups.

The hospital has done all within its power to attract
a qualified person. It has advertised on a number of
occasions. On one occasion an offer was made to a
dentist to occupy the position. which has now been
vacant for at least six months. 11lat offer was refused
and the dentist took up a better offer elsewhere.
There was some evidence that horse-trading was
involved in that instance. As a result of the last
advertisement, one telephone call was received from
interstate, but no subsequent applications were
received.
The situation has become serious, especially for the
people with denture problems. People with broken
dentures are not able to have them fixed. Others
have been unable to have dentures fitted because a
dentist has not been available. Cost has prevented
those people from visiting private dental
practitioners.
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In view of the dire circumstances that are
acknowledged by the hospital, I ask the minister to
review the situation as a matter of urgency. Perhaps
some alteration should be made to the employment
contract offered. Perhaps a private dentist could be
employed on a part-time basis or a dental mechanic
could be employed to carry out the urgent denture
work.
The problem is creating considerable community
concern. Its members have become frustrated - and
rightly so. I ask the Minister to examine this matter
urgently in view of the needs of constituents who
are disadvantaged through no fault of their own
and, I might add, through no fault of the hospital.

South channel pile light
Mr SPRY (Bellarine) - I direct the attention of
the Minister for Planning to the south channel pile
light in Port Phillip Bay. The structure is becoming
derelict and is a threat to shipping in the area. I
understand it is under the control of the Port of
Melbourne Authority, which has no further use for
the structure. The structure, which is well over
100 years old, has a very colourful history. It consists
of timber piles and has four habitable rooms, which
were built for permanent occupation. One of the last
light keepers was William John Ferrier, who
occupied this structure with his wife Frances
Elizabeth early in the 1900s. They lived on the
structure for weeks at a time and when they were
stormbound they had to rely on eating fish caught
from the structure and on a supply of potatoes. Two
of their sons are still living in Queenscliff: Frank,
who is now in his 80s and Lewis, an identity in the
township of Queenscliff.
I mention these points because the light has
significance to Queenscliff. The Queenscliff
Maritime Centre and Museum has a profound
interest in acquiring the structure, having first
expressed an interest in 1985. The Queenscliff
Maritime Centre and Museum is part of the
Maritime Museum of Victoria, which consists of
about nine museums, all of which have nautical
themes but different focuses. The focus of the
Queenscliff museum is on maritime support services
and navigation lanes, and this structure certainly
falls within that ambit. The Queenscliff Maritime
Centre and Museum has earned an enviable
reputation in Victoria. It is the only museum in the
Geelong region to have gained registration in the
museums of Victoria accreditation scheme.
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Or Henry Hudson, president of the centre, and his

committee believe the logical place for the
structure's permanent residency is in Queenscliff.
Will the minister investigate the feasibility of
granting this structure to the care of the Queenscliff
Maritime Centre and Museum?

Merlynston commuter car park
MrTHOMSON (pascoe Vale) - I draw to the
attention of the Minister for Public Transport the
commuter car park at Merlynston. 1have raised this
matter with the minister on a couple of occasions,
most recently on 17 March. He responded to me on
21 April stating:
The Public Transport Corporation has requested
VicRoads to give the maintenance of the car park a high
priority. However funding is not available at this stage
to reconstruct the car park in the current financial year.

Assuming that reference is to the 1993-94 financial
year, will the minister take steps to ensure that
funding is available to construct a car park during
1994-95?
We are approaching winter and the present car park
has substantial pot holes and gets wet and muddy
during the wet season. The car park is unsuitable for
commuters who wish to use it and who must
negotiate it in order to get to the Merlynston railway
station. It is a matter of some concern to people who
use the Merlynston station and the Upfield railway
line.
The minister should be doing his best to ensure that

funding is provided for the construction of the car
park at the earliest opportunity. If it is not possible,
as the minister says in his letter, to construct it
during this financial year, VicRoads should at least
give it high priority for construction during 1994-95.
It is well used by commuters but I am sure it would
be used by more commuters if it were in a better
condition than it is presently. I ask the minister to
give that matter his attention.

Teachers: stop-work meetings
MrE. R. SMITH (Glen Waverley) -In the
absence of the Minister for Education, I direct to the
attention of the minister at the table, the Minister for
Industry and Employment, an article in the Waverley
Gazette which refers to rolling strikes being carried
out in schools in the eastern suburbs. Apparently
students are being left without supervision for up to
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45 minutes while teachers hold stop-work meetings
to discuss so-called cuts in education.
This action by teacher unions is irresponsible, and is
yet another body blow to the morale of students
who are finding it hard enough as it is to cope with
the rigorous educational program that they have to
undertake.
As an excuse the teachers are saying that class sizes
might be rising by one or two students, and they
claim this will create dangerous precedents.

Anyone who has ever been a teacher, particularly 20
or 30 years ago, would know that it was not unusual
to have 48 or 50 children in a class; it is a fatuous
argument for teachers today to claim that it is
dangerous to have slightly more than 30 pupils. One
of the comments in the Waverley Gazette is:
The meeting was addressed by VSIA Deputy
President, Mary Bluett, who said their action was not
selfish but showed. they cared. for students.

If they cared for students they would either be
contacting their members of parliament or would
be-Ms Kimer interjected.
Mr E. R. SMITH - The honourable member for
Williamstown was guaranteed to come in on that
one. As I was saying, they would either contact their
MPs or take the proper action of formulating decent
arguments and; if they were newsworthy enough,
having them presented in the national press or the
metropolitan press.
Their arguments are so fatuous they Carulot get the
publicity needed, so they are taking it out on the
children who should be their first responsibility. If
they want to take this type of action and go on strike
they should donate the money they would have
eamed to charity - and 1 hope their pay was
docked for taking the day off!
The first priority of these teachers should be giving
full attention to their students because that is their
prime responsibility. I am not criticising individual
teachers but rather the teacher union because it is
hard for some teachers, with peer pressure, to resist
the temptation to go out on strike with the others.
The unions ought to be condemned because in the
last few months they have been shown to be nothing
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but irrelevant. Their actions are those of a desperate
last-ditch effort.
The SPEAKER - Order! The honourable
member's time has expired.

St Kilda planning scheme
Mr THWAITES (Albert Park) - I raise a matter
for the attention of the Minister for Planning,
although that title would seem to be something of a
misnomer. The issue I raise is his decision to
introduce a site-specific amendment to the St Kilda
planning scheme to permit the redevelopment of the
Diplomat Hotel in Adand Street.
His decision to bypass the normal planning process
and to introduce a specific scheme has angered and
dismayed St Kilda residents. Not only has he
introduced the scheme, he has exempted himself
from the normal requirements to notify residents, to
give the council an opportunity to consider the
matter through the planning process, and to give
residents an opportunity of having their say.
This intervention is unwarranted, and I seek from
the minister an indication as to whether, if the
amendment does proceed, it ought not to be revoked
by Parliament pursuant to the Planning and
Environment Act.
The matter concerns a former motel site, and the
effect of the amendment will be to create a great deal
of additional traffic in an area that is already highly
trafficked. St Kilda is the most densely populated
municipality in Australia.

It will also lead to a major parking problem in an
area where there is already insufficient parking
because it is likely that another 100 cars will be
placed in the area without adequate parking
provision.
There is nothing particular about this development
that justifies the minister's intervention. There is no
requirement for the development to go through
without proper consideration by the council. There
is no question of this development being in the
overriding interests of Victoria: it is a normal
development - a normal residential conversion.
The St Kilda council has facilitated a number of
residential conversions such as the Hotel Majestic
development and other motel conversions. The
council has assisted in speeding up the process for
developers by consultation with the residents, and
in all those cases the developments went ahead
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without appeal. The residents in the present case are
understandably upset and angry and are likely to
seek their own legal redress: who knows, the matter
may end up in the Supreme Court.
The Minister for Planning is a man with a great
facility for words, but he is not the sole repository of
knowledge in the planning area. He would be better
served if he followed the proper process and gave
the residents and the council a proper say in a
development that they will probably all be able to
live with, and will have to live with if they get their
opportunity to have a say.
The SPEAKER - Order! The honourable
member's time has expired.

Sale sporting facilities
Mr RVAN (Gippsland South) - I raise a matter
for the consideration of the Minister for Sport,
Recreation and Racing and in his absence ask the
Minister for Industry and Employment to pass on
my concern about sporting facilities in the city of
Sale and the immediately surrounding region. Sale
has a population of 15 000 and other centres close by
have a similar population base. That general
population group uses the extensive sporting
facilities in Sale.
About two years ago when I was chairing a local
economic group the city undertook the task of
forming the Sale and District Sports Commission,
the role of which has been to attract sporting groups
to Sale for the conduct of state and Australia-wide
championships in their various spheres of interest.
The commission has attracted 87 interest groups
representing a plethora of diverse sporting
organisa tions.
The city wishes to maintain the excellent facilities it
has historically enjoyed, but the difficulty is to
decide how long they will continue to serve the
purposes for which they were originally designed.
The ma tter I raise is whether any funding support
would be available to the city to enable it to compare
its present facilities with others around Victoria and
beyond to determine whether they can be updated
and extended so that the people of the Sale region
can continue not only to use the facilities but also to
pursue the very profitable initiative of the formation
and operation of the sports commission. I ask the
minister to address those matters.
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Chemical fire, Yarraville
Ms KIRNER (Williamstown) - In the absence of
the Minister for Industry Services I direct to the
attention of the Minister for Industry and
Employment the chemical fire which occurred early
yesterday morning at Exopest Australia Pty Ud in
Whitehall Road, Yarraville, in my electorate and
which required full emergency service attendance.

The firemen had difficulty finding the manifest;
there was supposed to be a manifest on the
container and another away from the container. The
manifest on the container was obviously a bit messy
and could not be read and the firemen had difficulty
finding the manifest stored away from the container,
so they put water on the fire. Subsequently fumes
were emitted and seven firemen were affected.The
firemen then had to bring in sand to bury the fire.
I raise this matter because I drive along Whitehall
Street regularly, travelling to and from work, and
often see a new group of small operators setting up
storage or transport businesses in the area. By and
large, it is true that large transport companies are
careful about safety matters, but I am not at all
convinced that the same can be said of some of the
small moveable-feast-type operators. I have often
wondered what was behind the walls of Exopest
Australia Pty Ud, the old Gas and Fuel Corporation
walls. The firemen found that difficult to find out;
they were wondering too.
I seek an assurance on behalf of my constituents
who live opposite Coode Island that there will be a
thorough investigation under both the Minister for
Industry Services and the Minister for Police and
Emergency Services; they are both involved. Also I
would like to see a thorough check of the area
within and including Whitehall Street and Dynon
Road. No member would want to see a repeat of the
Butler chemical fire.
It appears there might well be a slight build-up of
less than careful procedures in the area with the
changes of ownership that have taken place. I ask
the Minister for Industry and Employment, who is
at the table, to bring this matter to the attention of
the two appropriate ministers and assure my
constituency that their best safety interests will be
protected.

Yackandandah private garden
Mr A. F. PLOWMAN (Benambra) - I bring to
the attention of the Minister for Planning the use of a
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private garden by charities and non-profit
organisations. People in the Yackandandah area
benefit from viewing the magnificence of the
garden. It is also used as a fundraising mechanism.
This is a case of local government gone mad.
Because of the number of people visiting the garden,
local government has decided to require that a
permit be obtained by the owners of the garden so
that it can operate as a tourist attraction.
That is ridiculous because the garden is used on only
two or three occasions a year - and it is well
supported on those occasions. It has never been
used, nor will be, as a private income source. No
charge is levied at the gate. I suggest that it is one of
the most delightful private gardens in the
Yackandandah area.
An objection was raised by a neighbour. Without
establishing the reasons for the objection, and
because of the obvious success of the garden, council
officers visited the owners of the garden and
suggested it was a tourist facility. According to the
council's definition, a tourist facility means:
buildings, works or lands used for the purpose of a
flora and fauna park, or other facility including a
museum used for depicting an historic era, illustrating
a culture, demonstrating a technology or like purpose,
entrance to which mayor may not be ~ubject to
payment of a charge but excludes a camping area,
motel or the like.

Obviously the garden does not fit that category. It is
not a flora and fauna park.
Ms Kimer interjected.
Mr A. F. PLOWMAN - The honourable member
for Williamstown knows what a delightful area my
electorate is. I welcome her to join me any time.
I ask the Minister for Planning to consider whether
the requirement to obtain a permit for the use of a
private garden for charitable purposes can be
revoked.

Administrative Appeals Tribunal
Mr HAERMEYER (Yan Yean) - I raise a matter
for the attention of the Attorney-General. I hope that
she will consult with the Minister for Planning on
the matter because it also concerns him.
I recently received a letter from Mr Uonel Stirling
concerning difficulties that his father, Mr Len
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Stirling, is experiencing with the Administrative
Appeals Tribunal (AAT) over a certain planning
decision. As the result of the AAT overturning one
of its own decisions, Mr Stirling's father now stands
to lose his house and suffer severe personal and
financial hardship.

In 1987 Mr Len Stirling was notified of a proposed
expansion to a neighbouring service station. Acting
upon legal advice, Mr Stirling lodged an appeal
under the planning laws in relation to the proposed
development. Although the extension to the service
station was approved, a full-height noise absorbing
fence was granted as an amenity concession to
Mr Stirling.
The fence was never built and Mr Stirling lodged an
application with the AAT, which was heard by
Mr Atkins of the tribunal. Although the application
was successful the local council again ignored the
ruling of the tribunal. On the advice of the deputy
registrar of the AAT, Mr Stirling lodged a third
application with the tribunal seeking enforcement of
the earlier ruling and the awarding of costs to him.
At the third hearing the Shell Company of Australia
Ltd hired expensive counsel. The tribunal, with
Mr Webb presiding, overturned Mr Atkins's
previous decision, found for the company and
awarded costs against Mr Stirling. Mr Stirling has
now received demands from Shell for $29 000 and
from the Shire of Hastings for $6500.
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group, which operates out of Moama, has three taxis
and one hire car. Friction exists between the groups,
which operate on their respective sides of the river.
Although both operators can deliver across the
border they are technically prohibited from picking
up fares in the other state. It is alleged that the
Moama group comes over to the Victorian side and
poaches fares from the Echuca group. The problem
has been going on for many years.

On 20 January this year a meeting was arranged
between the groups and officers of VicRoads and the
New South Wales Department of Transport. At the
meeting VicRoads and the New South Wales
department proposed arrangements that would
have solved the problem and eliminated barriers
existing in the prevailing legislation. The proposed
arrangements would have solved the problem in the
short term and had the ultimate objective of
achieving some sort of amalgamation between the
two groups. Although the Echuca group agreed to
accept the proposals, in a letter of 20 January Moama
taxis rejected them and argued for a more
favourable arrangement. The matter has been
causing friction for many years and is getting out of
hand.
I ask the Minister for Roads and Ports to consult
with his New South Wales counterpart to resolve
this most unsatisfactory situation between rival
companies operating along the River Murray.

Flinders Peak Secondary College
Will the Attorney-General investigate the case? How
can the people of Victoria retain confidence in the
Administrative Appeals Tribunal in light of these
events?
Given their earlier indications of support for
Mr Stirling, why on coming to government did the
honourable member for Momington and the former
opposition spokesperson on and now Minister for
Planning, Mr Maclellan, turn their backs on him?
With the Sheriff about to knock on Mr Stirling's
door, the matter demands urgent attention.

Taxi dispute, Echuca
Mr MAUGHAN (Rodney) - I direct to the
attention of the Minister for Roads and Ports,
through the Minister for Industry and Employment,
a border anomaly concerning the use of taxis in
Echuca. The Echuca Moama taxi group, which
operates out of Echuca, has seven taxis and one
multi-purpose vehicle licensed in Victoria. A second

Mr LONEY (Geelong North) - I direct to the
attention of the Minister for Education staffing
difficulties currently being experienced by the
Flinders Peak Secondary College. The college needs
an art, ceramics and photography teacher. It is one
under establishment. The pOSition was advertised in
the Education Gazette during first term but
subsequently was not filled in any manner by the
Directorate of School Education.
The school currently has a casual replacement
teacher in the position. He was appointed at the
beginning of the second term on a three-week basis,
and that appointment is about to expire. At this
stage the Directorate of School Education has offered
the teacher a further three-week appointment but
that option leaves both the teacher and the school in
a difficult position. The teacher has been offered
work elsewhere but cannot take it up because of the
three-week extension, and he may miss out on the
other position. The school wishes to fill the position
on a more satisfactory basis. The principal is happy
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with the teacher and is keen to have the directorate
make a decision so that the teacher and the school
can continue the curriculum offered. I urge the
minister to give urgent attention to this matter and
to respond forthwith to satisfactorily resolve the
position for Flinders Peak Secondary College.

Responses
Mr GUDE (Minister for Industry and
Employment) - The honourable member for
Morwell raised the difficulties of the Latrobe
Regional Hospital for the attention of the Minister
for Health. It is having difficulty attracting a dentist;
and attracting a dental mechanic was also
mentioned as a supplementary concern.
The honourable member for Bellarine raised the
matter for the Minister for Planning of the derelict
nature of the south channel pile light. He provided a
lucid and interesting dissertation on the history of
the light but his prime interest was to secure the
safety of people in the area. He identified the fact
that it has been in existence for 100 years and that a
number of people have occupied it. I will direct that
to the attention of the Minister for Planning.
The honourable member for Pascoe Vale raised car
parking at Merlynston railway station, and I shall
direct that to the attention of the Minister for
Transport.
The honourable member for Glen Waverley raised
rolling strikes by teachers in the eastern suburbs for
the attention of the Minister for Education. He
roundly condemned, and correctly so, the
irresponsible scaremongering attitude of trade
unions involved in this area. He expressed the view
that the vast majority of Australians and Victorians
expect responsible educational professionals to put
children first, but that is not the situation, although
one hopes there will be a change of heart in due
course.
The honourable member for Albert Park raised the
matter of site-specific amendment in St Kilda for a
former motel site, which I will refer to the minister.
The honourable member for Gippsland South raised
the sports facility in Sale for the attention of the
Minister for Sport, Recreation and Racing. He said
that Sale had a population of 15 000 and that a
similar number of people lived in the surrounding
district. He sought to secure proper updating and
maintenance of the facility in the interest of his
community so that it could provide for the plethora
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of sporting activities that are part of the life in the
Gippsland area and attract events of significance to
the area, which would be beneficial for the
participants, tourism and the local economy.
The honourable member obviously believes in the
adage that the squeaky wheel gets the most grease.
He is certainly a most active member on behalf of his
constituents.
The honourable member for Williamstown referred
to a chemical fire at the Exopest Australia Pty Ltd
storage facility in Whitehall Street, Yarraville and
asked that I draw it to the attention of the Minister
for Industry Services and the Minister for Police and
Emergency Services. I share the honourable
member's concern that a manifest was not able to be
found away from the area that was particularly
contaminated.
I note with some pleasure that the honourable
member indicated that a number of new operations
have taken place in the area with the setting up of
new businesses. That is part of the rejuvenation of
Victoria - Victoria on the move. It is good to see a
number of new businesses being established. I am
pleased that the former Premier is recognising that
change. However, she quite rightly raises the need
for there to be proper inventory checks. I will draw
it to the attention of the Minister for Industry
Services so he can investigate the matter.
The honourable member for Benambra raised the
matter of the use of a private garden to be directed
to the attention of the Minister for Planning. He
described it as local government gone mad with the
introduction of a permit fee for a particular
non-profit organisation seeking to use the garden on
two or three occasions throughout the year. It
appears to be an extremely excessive, heavy-handed
and unwarranted intrusion. I will draw the matter to
the attention of the Minister for Planning because I
know the honourable member for Benambra has a
strong association with all of the non-profit groups
within his area and acts actively on their behalf in
his usual caring and effective way.
The honourable member for Yan Yean raised a
matter for the attention of the Attorney-General. He
referred particularly to a planning decision in the
Administrative Appeals Tribunal affecting
Mr Uonel Stirling. I found the honourable member's
contribution this evening somewhat of a contrast to
the contribution he made in a debate earlier this day
when he was addressing the National Crime
Authority (State Provisions) (Amendment) Bill. On
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that occasion he made a strong play of the fact that
ministers and other officers in government should
keep right away from authorities and courts. Yet in
this debate that same member asked that the
minister interfere with the legal processes of a court
through the Administrative Appeals Tribunal.
It goes to show that this member is either extremely
flexible or he really does not know what he is talking
about. Notwithstanding the honourable member's
deficiency I will take up the matter with the
Attorney-General.
The honourable member for Rodney referred to a
border anomaly for the attention of the Minister for
Roads and Ports. I had some difficulty
understanding the detail of that, however I
understand that it related to a technical problem
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with respect to buses and taxis picking up people
across the border. I had the pleasure of being with
the honourable member last weekend and can attest
to his deep involvement with matters such as this. I
will have it raised with the Minister for Roads and
Ports, whom I am sure will be able to adequately
resolve the matter with his coalition colleague in
another state.
The honourable member for Geelong North raised a
staffing difficulty at Flinders Peak Secondary
College. I will direct that matter to the attention of
the Minister for Education.
Motion agreed to.
House adjourned 5.15 p.m. until Tuesday, 3 May.
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Tuesday, 19 April 1994

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
Regional Development: legal representation and expenses incurred
(Question No. 160)
Mr HAERMEYER asked the Minister for Police and Emergency Services, for the Minister for Regional

Development:
In respect of legal expenses incurred by each department, agency or authority within his administration for the period 3
October 1992 to date:
1.
What were the cases in which these legal expenses were incurred?

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

What expenses were incurred in each case?
What was the purpose for engaging legal representation in each case?
What was the outcome of each case?
What the names are of legal counsel engaged in each case?
What was the name of the city and court in which each case was heard?

Mr McNAMARA (Minister for Police and Emergency Services) - The answer supplied by the Minister for
Regional Development is:
Department
The areas of the Department of Business and Employment within my portfolio of regional development exclusively
utilised the legislation unit maintained by the department for any legal services required.
Geelong Regional Commission
The Geelong Regional Commission, which ceased operations on 3 December 1993, retained the services of external legal
advisers, Ralph Lloyd, Sampson, for matters such as:
general legal advice;
issues involving the Geelong Regional Planning Scheme;
Administrative Appeals Tribunal cases;
contracts for the purchase, sale and lease of properties; and
debt collection.
LaTrobe Regional Commission
The LaTrobe Regional Commission has at times sought advice from external legal advisers on matters such as:
general legal advice;
contracts for the purchase, sale and lease of properties; and
debt collection.
The time and resources to collate information about each case is not available at this time. If the honourable member
seeks specific information, I will be happy to provide it.

W orkCare: legal representation and expenses incurred
(Question No. 174)
Mr HAERMEYER asked the Minister for Industry Services, for the Minister responsible for WorkCare:
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In respect of legal expenses incurred by each deparbnent, agency or authority within his administration for the period 3
October 1992 to date:
1.
What were the cases in which these legal expenses were incurred?
2.
What expenses were incurred in each case?
3.
What was the purpose for engaging legal representation in each case?
4.
What was the outcome of each case?
5.
What the names are of legal counsel engaged in each case?
6.
What was the name of the city and court in which each case was heard?

Mr PESCOIT (Minister for Industry Services) - The answer supplied by the Minister responsible for
WorkCover is:
Department
The areas of the Deparbnent of Business and Employment within my portfolio of WorkCover exclusively utilised the
legislation unit maintained by the deparbnent for any legal services required.
Victorian WorkCover Authority
LEGAL EXPENSES
1 OCTOBER 1992 TO 30 NOVEMBER 1993
Case

Expenses
Incurred

Purpose

Outcome

Legal
Counsel

City &
Court

AtroOffice
Supplies Pty
Ltd (in
liquidation)
vVWA

$4000

Defending claim
for a refund
of levy

Settled
out of
court

Graham
Riches

Melbourne,
Federal
Court of
Australia

Gary Forester
v Accident
Compensation
Commission

$199406

Defending an
action for
alleged unlawful
dismissal

Settled
out of
court terms of
settlement
are
confidential

Richard
Tracy
and
Will
Houghton

Melbourne,
Federal
Court of
Australia

Confectionary
Workers' and
Food Preserves'
Union and others
vVWA
APPROVED:

$29600

Resisting an
injunction
against the
exchange of
information
between the
VW A and Claims
Agents

Application
for
injunction
by Union
dismissed
with costs
against
Union

Ron Markel
QC and
Tony
Cavanough

Melbourne,
Supreme
Court of
Australia

VWAvGimson

$35956

Case of
alleged lack
of good faith
concerning
claims handling

Workers'
claim
struck out
at first
instance.
Appeal is
pending

GraemeUren
QC and
Jeremy
Ruskin

Melbourne,
Supreme
Court of
Victoria

Darlington
v Battlay

$500

Defending a
claim arising
out of alleged
professional
negligence

Still
proceeding

Paul
Tipping

Melbourne,
County
Court of
Victoria
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Compensation
Business
Services v VW A

$800

Defending claims
for legal costs
arising out of
collapse of CBS

Still
proceeding

Dom
Benvenuto

Melbourne,
Supreme
Court of
Victoria

VWAvCEHeath
Underwriting;
VWAv Baltica
General Insurance
Company

$261577.57

Dispute over
supplementation
funds' payment

Still
proceeding.
Decision
of High
Court
awaited

Ron
MarkelQC,
Michael
Fleming,
John
Middleton QC

Melbourne
and Canberra;
Supreme Court
of Victoria;
High Court

Roux, Rogers

$20850

Defamation
proceedings
against the
ABC

Settled
out of
court with
public
apology by ABC

Ron Madrel
QC and
Will
Houghton

Melbourne,
Supreme
Court of
Victoria

Franklins
Limited v VWA

$14000

Dispute,
involving 5
Supreme Court
actions, over
amount of levy
payable by
Franklins

Still
proceeding

Nathan
Moshhinsky
QC and
Tony
Cavanough

Melbourne,
Supreme
Court of
Victoria

C E Heath
(Kazaridis) v
VWA

$350

Claims
against the
Guarantee Fund

Still
proceeding

Michael
Fleming

Melbourne,
Supreme
Court of
Victoria

VW A v Federal
Commissioner of
Taxation

$23 215

Defending
claim by Taxation
Commissioner
against the
Beneficiaries
Fund inherited by
the VW A from the
former Accident
Compensation
Tribunal

Claim by
Taxation
Commissioner
upheld bya
majority of
four to
three in
the High
Court

DrIan
Spry and
Phill
Kennon

Melbourne and
Canberra;
Supreme Court
and High
Court

Godfrey Stewart
at Coltmans v
Accident
Compensation
Commission

$7881

Defence against
claims on the
Insurers
Guarantee Fund
for legal costs
incurred by the
plaintiff firm
on instruCtions
from NEM Insurance
Ltd (in Liquidation)

Still
Proceeding

TMclean
J Barnard
QC and
Michael
Fleming

Melbourne,
Supreme Court
of Victoria

VWAats
Commonwealth
of Australia

$4300

Test case on
5.162 of Social
Security Act 1947
as to whether VW A
is a person liable
to make a payment
byway of
compensation

Still
proceeding

Ray
Frankelstein
QC and
Kate
McMiJlan

Melbourne,
Supreme Court
of Victoria

at Rogers v ABC

.
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Industry and Employment: interstate travel
(Question No. 215)
Mr HAERMEYER asked the Minister for Industry and Employment:
In respect of expenditure on interstate travel by each department, agency or authority within his administration for the

period 3 October 1992 to date:
1.
What the name was of each individual undertaking such travel and to what destinations?
2.
What was the purpose of visiting each destination?
3.
With whom did the minister or persons undertaking such travel meet and for what purpose?
4.
What costs were associated with the travel, indicating - (a) airfares; (b) car rental and hire cars, including type of
cars hired or rented; (c) taxis; (d) accommodation, including name of establishment and the itemised costs; (e)
entertainment, including nature, venue and itemised costs; and (f) other expenses?
S.
Whether family members, associates, or guests accompanied the traveller(s) on each trip; if so, at what cost?

Mr GUDE (Minister for Industry and Employment) - The answer is:
The time and resources required to provide the detailed information requested cannot be justified. Accordingly, the
time frame of the reply has been brought forward from the requested start time of 3 October 1992, to 1 July 1993, being
the date when the department's financial recording systems were consolidated.
The department has provided the following information in respect of my portfolio:
Department of Business and Employment
129 interstate trips were undertaken by officers during the period 1 July 1993 to 31 December 1993 at a cost
of $82253.
Overseas Projects Corporation of Victoria (OPCV)
74 interstate trips were undertaken by corporation officers during the period 1 July 1993 to 31 December
1993 at a cost of $29671.
Employee Relations Commission of Victoria
1 officer of the commission made an interstate trip during the period 1 July 1993 to 31 December 1993 at a
cost of $378.
Exhibition Trust
7 interstate trips were undertaken by trust officers during the period 1 July 1993 to 31 December 1993 at a
cost of $2550 (1 trip included 2 cities).
Details regarding the destinations and the number of trips made to each city are as follows:
Destination

Department

Canberra
Sydney
Brisbane
Adelaide
Hobart
Perth
Other

48
61
4
7
2

Overseas Project
Corporation

Employee Relations
Commission of Victoria

Exhibition
Trust

45

19
6
3

4

2

3
4

The purposes for the trips covered a range of official matters involving meetings with officers of commonwealth and
state governments, conferences, seminars, business meetings, etc.
Accommodation costs and personal expenses incurred with this travel were in accordance with government
expenditure guidelines for domestic travel.
The only family member who accompanied a traveller was Mrs P Gude who represented the Premier's wife at an
official function in Sydney. Air fares were paid for by the Department of the Premier and Cabinet but no other costs
were claimed.
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Regional Development: interstate travel
(Question No. 224)

Mr HAERMEYER asked the Minister for Police and Emergency Services, for the Minister for Regional
Development:
In respect of expenditure on interstate travel by each department, agency or authority within his administration for the

period 3 October 1992 to date:
1.
What the name was of each individual undertaking such travel and to what destinations?
2.
What was the purpose of visiting each destination?
3.
With whom did the minister or persons undertaking such travel meet and for what purpose?
4.
What costs were associated with the travel, indicating - (a) airfares; (b) car rental and hire cars, including type of
cars hired or rented; (c) taxis; (d) accommodation, including name of establishment and the itemised costs; (e)
entertainment, including nature, venue and itemised costs; and (f) other expenses?
5.
Whether family members, associates, or guests accompanied the traveller(s) on each trip; if so, at what cost?

Mr McNAMARA (Minister for Police and Emergency Services) - The answer supplied by the Minister for
Regional Development is:
Department
1.
Nine officers from the Office of Regional Development travelled interstate between 3 October 1992 to 30 November
1993. Canberra and Sydney were the destinations.
2.& 3.The purposes of the visits varied from meeting with commonwealth colleagues about joint programs, such as
Albury-Wodonga arrangements, to meeting with industry representatives about attracting investment to
Victoria.
4.
The total cost of these trips was $4021.46. The costs incurred with this travel were in accordance with the
government expenditure guidelines for domestic travel.
5.
No costs were incurred in respect of travel by family members, associates or guests accompanying the travellers on
each trip.
Geelong Regional Commission
The Geelong Regional Commission did not incur any expenditure on interstate travel in the period 3 October 1992 to
the date the commission ceased operations on 3 December 1993.
Latrobe Regional Commission
1.
Twenty-one officers from the Latrobe Regional Commission travelled interstate between 3 October 1992 to 30
November 1993. Canberra, Sydney, Launceston, Albury, Wagga and Whyalla were the destinations.
2. & 3.The trips covered a range of official matters involving meetings with officers of the commonwealth and state
governments, conferences, seminars and business meetings.
4.
The total cost of these trips was $11174. The costs incurred with this travel was in accordance with the government
expenditure guidelines for domestic travel.
5.
No costs were incurred in respect of travel by family members, associates or guests accompanying the travellers on
each trip.
.
No other interstate travel was undertaken at public expense by the minister, ministerial staff or anyone reporting to the
minister, family or associates of the minister within my portfOlio of regional development.

WorkCare: interstate travel
(Question No. 238)
Mr HAERMEYER asked the Minister for Industry Services, for the Minister responsible for WorkCare:
In respect of expenditure on interstate travel by each department, agency or authority within his administration for the

period 3 October 1992 to date:
1.
What the name was of each individual undertaking such travel and to what destinations?
2.
What was the purpose of visiting each destination?
3.
With whom did the minister or persons undertaking such travel meet and for what purpose?
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What costs were associated with the travel. indicating -(a) airfares; (b) car rental and hire cars, including type of
cars hired or rented; (c) taxis; (d) accommodation, including name of establishment and the itemised costs; (e)
entertainment, including nature, venue and itemised costs; and (f) other expenses?
Whether family members, associates, or guests accompanied the traveller(s) on each trip; if so, at what cost?

Mr PESCOTI (Minister for Industry Services) - The answer supplied by the Minister responsible for
WorkCover is:
As the time and resources required to provide the detailed information sought cannot be justified, the following
information is provided by way of reply.
Victorian WorkCover Authority
1.
Fifty officers from the Victorian WorkCover Authority travelled interstate during the period 1 October 1992 to 30
November 1993. The destinations were Canberra, Sydney, Brisbane, Adelaide, Perth, Hobart and Darwin.
2.& 3.The visits covered a range of official matters involving meetings with representatives of interstate workers
compensation schemes, conferences, seminars and business meetings.
The total cost of these visits was $33 037.89. The costs incurred with this travel was in accordance with the
4.
government expenditure guidelines for domestic travel.
The Victorian WorkCover Authority incurred. no costs in respect of travel by family members, associates or guests
5.
accompanying the travellers on each trip.
Department
No interstate travel was undertaken at public expense by officers of the Department of Business and Employment
within my portfolio of WorkCover.
Minister's Office
1.
One interstate trip was undertaken by a WorkCover ministerial adviser on 13 May 1993 to Canberra.
2. & 3.1he purpose of the trip was to meet with the Insurance Superannuation Commission.
The expenses for the trip were $300. The costs incurred. with this travel were in accordance with the government
4.
expenditure guidelines for domestic travel.
5.
No costs were incurred in respect of travel by family members, associates or guests on the trip.

Regional Development: Overseas travel
(Question No. 256)
Mr HAERMEYER asked the Minister for Police and Emergency Services, for the Minister for Regional

Development
In respect of expenditure on overseas travel by each department, agency or authority within his administration for the
period 3 October 1992 to date:
1.
What the name was of each individual undertaking such travel and to what destinations?
2.
What was the purpose of visiting each destination?
With whom did the minister or persons undertaking such travel meet and for what purpose?
3.
4.
What costs were associated with the travel indicating - (a) airfares; (b) car rental and hire cars, including type of
cars hired or rented; (c) taxis; (d) accommodation, including name of establishment and the itemised costs; (e)
entertainment, including nature, venue and itemised costs; and (f) other expenses?
Whether family members, associates, or guests accompanied the traveller(s) on each trip; if so, at what cost?
5.

Mr McNAMARA (Minister for Police and Emergency Services) - The answer supplied by the Minister for
Regional Development is:
In regard to overseas travel undertaken at public expense, no travel was undertaken by the minister, ministerial staff or
anyone reporting to the minister, family or associates of the minister or employees and consultants working for the
department or any statutory agencies or bodies within the portfolio of regional development.
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WorkCare: overseas travel
(Question No. 270)
Mr HAERMEYER asked the Minister for Industry Services, for the Minister responsible for WorkCare:
In respect of expenditure on overseas travel by each department, agency or authority within his administration for the
prior 3 October 1992 to date:

1.
2.
3.
4.

5.

What the name was of each individual undertaking such travel and to what destinations?
What was the purpose of visiting each destination?
With whom did the minister or persons undertaking such travel meet and for what purpose?
What costs were associated with the travel indicating - (a) airfares; (b) car rental and hire cars, including type of
cars hired or rented; (c) taxis; (d) accommodation, including name of establishment and the itemised costs; (e)
entertainment, including nature, venue and itemised costs; and (f) other expenses?
Whether family members, associates, or guests accompanied the traveller(s) on each trip; if so, at what cost?

Mr PESCOTI (Minister for Industry Services) - The answer supplied by the Minister responsible for
WorkCover is:
Victorian WorkCover Authority
OVERSEAS TRAVEL: 1 OcrOBER 1992 TO 30 NOVEMBER 1993
Title

Destination

Commenced

Purpose

Cost

Note

Director,
Finance &:
Corporate
Services

London

14.11.92

Attend the liquidation
committee meeting of
NEM

$664.55

(a)

Chief Executive

Paris
London
New York
Boston/Cambridge
Chicago
San Francisco

25.6.93

Research on World
$12816.95
"Best Practice" of
workers' compensat;ion
and to consult with
VWA's overseas fund
managers

TOblcost

$13481.50

Notes:
(a) : Airfare and accommodation paid by liquidators, incidentals by VW A.
The cost incurred with this travel was in accordance with the government expenditure guidelines for overseas travel.
The Victorian WorkCover Authority incurred no costs in respect of travel by family members, associates or guests
accompanying the travellers on each trip.
Department
No overseas travel was undertaken at public expense by the minister, ministerial staff or anyone reporting to the
minister, family or associates of the minister or employees and consultants working for the department within my
portfolio of WorkCover.

Child Care: enrolments
(Question No. 274)
Ms GARBUIT asked the Minister for Community Services:
1.

2.

How many children were enrolled for government subsidised four year old pre-school for 1994 as at 1 October
1993, indicating what percentage of eligible children this is?
What the enrolment trends are for 1994 as indicated by departmental officers' reports?
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Mr JOHN (Minister for Community Services) - The answer is:
1.
2.

The total number of anticipated preschool enrolments for 1994 at 1 October 1993 was 56 649. The number of
confirmed preschool enrolments in February 1994 was 55 861. Coverage of the eligible population, taking into
account first year enrolments only and allowing for changes to school entry age, is 92.8 per cent.
The participation rate, taking into account a decline in the eligible population of four year olds and changes in
school entry age, increased when compared with the 89.6 per cent participation rate of the eligible four-yearold population recorded for 1993.

Community Services: regional residential staff
(Question No. 275)
Ms GARBUlT asked the Minister for Community Services:
In relation to direct care staff at properties managed by regional residential associations:
1.
What was the total number taken over by housing and community services on 1 December 1992?
2.
What was the total number as at 1 October 1993?

Mr JOHN (Minister for Community Services) - The answer is:
1.
2.

The staff of the regional residential associations, both administrative and direct care, were employed by the state
government under either division 4 of the Public Service Act or under division 8 as 'exempt' staff. As at
19 November 1992 these staff totalled 930.
On 1 December 1992 the services previously provided by the regional residential associations were integrated into
the departmental regional services provided by the Department of Health and Community Services. The
services were reconfigured into a revised service arrangement, therefore an accurate number of staff that were
previously associated with the regional residential associations is unable to be given.

Child Care: subsidised preschool enrolments
(Question No. 277)
Ms GARBun' asked the Minister for Community Services:
How many children were enrolled in government subsidised four year old pr~ools for 1993 as at 1 March 1993,
indicating what percentage of eligible children this is?

Mr JOHN (Minister for Community Services) - The answer is:
There was a total of 59 718 children enrolled in preschools in March 1993. This figure comprised 57456 children

enrolled in preschools for the first time and 2322 children attending for a second year of subsidised preschool. The
children enrolled for a first year of preschool represented 89.6 per cent participation of the eligible four-year-old

population.
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Tertiary Education and Training: expelJdJture on conferences, seminars, workshops and
lralnmg courses
(Question No. 198)
Mr HAERMEYER asked. the Minister for Education, for the Minister for Tertiary Education and Training:
In respect of expenditure on conferences, seminars, workshops and training courses or like events by each department,
agency or authority within his administration for the period 3 October 1992 to date:
1.
What was the name of each conference, course, seminar, workshop or like event attended indicating - (a) locality
and venue; (b) purpose; and (c) the name of each person attending?
2.
What was the cost of each event indicating - (a) accommodation; (b) entertainment; (c) meals and refreshments;
(d) travel; (e) car hire; (f) taxis and hire cars; and (g) other expenses?
3.
Whether the event was externally organised; if so what was the name of the person(s), organisation(s) or
companies engaged and at what cost?

Mr HAYWARD (Minister for Education) - The answer supplied by the Minister for Tertiary Education
and Training is:
In response to the honourable member's question, I am not able to provide the detail required as it wo~d necessitate
the diversion of deparbnental resources from priority work at very substantial costs.
The following lists for the period 3 October 1992 to 11 November 1993 conferences, seminars, workshops and training
courses attended by officers of the Department of Education involved in work associated with my portfolio and all the
costs other than salaries involved in attendance. The list excludes similar activities and costs involving staff of
universities and TAFE colleges.

LocationIVenue

Total Cost of Event

AlC Conferences -Sydney Hilton

1998.35

Aust. Evaluation Society - Brisbane Hotel

1m.00

Hersda - Uni NSW Sydney

840.00

IIR Pty. Ltd. - Sheraton Brisbane

1743.22

Networkshop - World Congress

320.00
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Total Cost of Event
$

Melbourne
Council of Adult Education

220.00

Melbourne
Concert Hall

390.00

Melbourne
Box Hill College of T AFE

180.00

Melbourne

300.00

Melbourne

300.00

Melbourne
Footscray College of TAPE

75.00

Melbourne
Footscray College of TAPE

75.00

Melbourne
Footscray College of TAPE

75.00

Melbourne
Footscray College of TAPE

75.00

Melbourne
Victoria University

150.00

Melbourne
Victoria University

150.00

Melbourne

150.00

.

Brighton
Melbourne
Southern Cross Hotel

187.50

Melbourne
Southern Cross Hotel

187.50

Melbourne
Hilton Hotel

994.00

Melbourne
Southern Cross Hotel

89.00

Melbourne
Southern Cross Hotel

89.00

Melbourne
Southern Cross Hotel

89.00
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Location/Venue

Total Cost of Event
$

Melbourne
MIS Training

390.00

Melbourne
Word Processing Training

950.00

Melbourne
Word Processing Training

775.00

Melbourne
Word Processing Training

150.00

Melbourne
Technisearch Ltd

525.00

Melbourne
MIS course

410.00

Melbourne
Latrobe University Workshop

60.00

Melbourne
National Adult Literacy Forum

1495.00

Melbourne
ESL Working party

325.00

Melbourne
ESL Task Force

225.00

Melbourne
ESL Task. Force

431.00

Melbourne
National Centre for Vocational Research

375.00

Melbourne
RMIT Workshop

120.00

Melbourne
Vila Borghese

4272.00
(Total)

UTS CACOM Conference

195.00

Melbourne
Hawthorn Institute

20.00

Melbourne
Working party

220.00

Melbourne
Communications workshop

600.00

.
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Total Cost of Event
$

Melbourne
National Strategy ALBE

1333.00

Melbourne
ACE Conference

135.00

Sydney
AAACE Conference

55.00

Melbourne
ANTA Address

10.00

Melbourne
ANTA Address

10.00

Melbourne
National Centre for Competency

307.00

Melbourne
Community Management Seminar

800.00

Melbourne
Victorian Association of TAFE Directors

300.00

Melbourne
Family Literacy Forums

1000.00

Melbourne
Vic Assn of T AFE Directors

40.00

Melbourne
National Centre for Competency Based Training
Symposium No.2

5125.00
(Total)

Melbourne
National Centre for Competency Based Training
Symposium No.2

5065.00
(Total)

LocationIVenue

.

Total Cost of Event
$

Melbourne
Southern Cross Hotel

89.00

Melbourne
Southern Cross Hotel

89.00

Melbourne
World Trade Centre

155.00

Melbourne
World Trade Centre

155.00

Melbourne
World Trade Centre

155.00

Melbourne
World Trade Centre

155.00

Melbourne
World Trade Centre

155.00
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LocstionNenue
NatJonai <..;entre For Competency Based Training
Rialto Joint Venture
I.I.R. Pty Ud Savoy Street Plaza
Institute Of Educ Admin
National Centre For Competency Based Training
National Centre For Competency Based Training
Sagamore Industries
Victorian Deaf Society
After Competence Conference
CEDAlBudget Night Analysis) Regent Hotel
Gordon Technical College
Royal Institute Public Admin
Royal Institute Public Admin
Rialto Joint Venture
Vic Association of T AFE
National Centre For Competency Based Training

I.I.R Pty Ud The Wmdsor
IIA Seminar Centre
Maddock Lonie & Chisolm
McMillian Shakespeare
Melboume University
Vie Association ofTAFE
Vie Association of T AFE
Westem Metropolitan College ofTAFE
National Centre For Competency Based Training
Holmesglen College of TAFE
Loddon Campaspe College T AFE
National Centre For Competency Based Training
Rialto Joint Venture
Royal Institute Public Admin
Victorian Club Ud
Quality Assurance Consul
Royal Institute Public Admin
Armadale Rovender
National Centre For Competency Based Training
~oyallnstitute Public Admin
Vie Association ofTAFE
Seminars Australia P/l
DGR Consulting P/l
Seminars Australia P/l
National Centre For Competency Based Training
National Centre For Competency Based Traini~
Fioyal Institute Public Admin
Aoyal Institute Public Admin
Total Concept Conferences
Australian Into Industry
Networkshop'93 Bloornbury Conference Services
William Angliss College of T AFE
Ozone Hotel
~oyal Institute Public Admin
VIC Business Retreats
lOP Conference Lal<eside Canberra
National Centre For Competency Based Train~9
The Centre For Independent Studies
Northern Metropolitan CoU~e of T AFE
Royal Institute Public Admin

1337

Total Cost
of Event

720.00
25.00
1,195.00
5,661.75
108.00
400.00
207.00
2'1.25
724.00
179.00
120.00
1so. 00
35.00
75.00
300.00
102.00
795.00
199.00
40.00
35.00

SO.OO
280.00
40.00
90.00
291.00

387.SO
26. SO
35.00

62.SO
70.00
960.00
495.00

SO.OO
166.75
143.00
330.00
300.00
445.00
495.00
445.00
543.00

SO.OO
95.00
so. 00
300.00
100.00
320.00
924.00
1,468.00
550.00
1,250.00
840.00
6,000.00

SO.OO
95.00

140.00
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Planning: interstate travel
(Question No. 213)

Mr HAERMEYER asked the Minister for Planning:
In respect of expenditure on interstate travel by each department, agency or authority within his administration for the
period 3 October 1992 to date:
1.
What the name was of each individual undertaking such travel and to what destinations?
2.
What was the purpose of visiting each destination?
3.
With whom did the minister or persons undertaking such travel meet and for what purpose?
4.
What costs were associated with the travel, indicating - (a) airfares; (b) car rental and hire cars, including type of
cars hired or rented; (c) taxis; (d) accommodation, including name of establishment and the itemised costs; (e)
entertainment, including nature, venue and itemised costs; and (f) other expenses?
5.
Whether family members, associates, or guests accompanied the traveller(s) on each trip; if so, at what cost?

Mr MACLELLAN (Minister for Planning) - The answer is:
The following information on interstate trips applies to staff in the Department of Planning and Development who are
involved in planning and related matters and by members and staff of statutory authorities within the planning
portfolio.
The Urban Land Authority's (ULA) total direct expenditure on interstate travel since 1.10.92 is $5890. Reasons for travel
included meeting with counterparts in other states and participating in national policy bodies, studying interstate land
development and joint venture models and attending major conferences. Most of those trips were completed in less
than one day. The total expenditure on meals, accommodation and other incidentals incurred by staff is estimated at
$1500. The time and resources to compile the detailed information on travel are not available within the ULA at this
time. If the honourable member seeks information on any specific type of travel, I will be happy to provide it.

~

~
~

Purpose

Name and DestJnation

Attend international Fire Safety
Engineering Conference

Stuart McLennan
Sydney

Cost
$458.64
Nil
Nil

Airfare
Car rental
Taxis
Accommodation
Hyatt Kingsgate Hotel
Entertainment
Other expenses

$232.75
Nil
Nil

Family Members or
Assoc. Accompanied at
What Cost
Not applicable
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o
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~

Lyall Dix
Sydney

AustralialNew Zealand Building
Standards Policy Board Meeting

Airfare
Car rental
Taxis
Accommodation
Entertainment
Other expenses

$458.64
Nil
Nil
$256.00
Nil
Nil

Not applicable

Lyall Dix
Perth

AustraUalNew Zealand Reciprocity
Association Conference

Alrfare
Car rental
Taxis
Accommodation
Burswood Resort Hotel
Entertainment
Other expenses

$1034.88
Nil
Nil

Not applicable
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en
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~

$477.50
Nil
Nil
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Lyall Dix & Barry Nicholls Meeting of Australian Unifonn
Building Regulations Co-ordinating
Sydney
Council (AUBRCC)

--

Airfare
Car rental
Taxis
Accommodation
Entertainment
Other expenses

$917.28
Nil
Nil
Nil
Nil
Nil

Not applicable

.....

c;
W

\0
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*
Name and Destination

Purpose

Cost

Lyall Dix
Canberra

Airfare
Meeting between AlDAB and
AUBRCC on building regulatory aid Car rental
Taxis
to Vietnam
Accommodation
Entertainment
Other expenses

$378.28
Nil
Nil
$370.00
Nil
Nil

Kim Lovegrove
Sydney

Seminar "Building a New Culture In
the Construction Industry"

Alrfare
Car rental
Taxis
Accommodation
Entertainment
Other expenses

$390.28
Nil
Nil
$170.00
Nil
Nil

Lyall Dlx
Sydney

Peter Nassau
Sydney

Meeting with General Manager,
Standards Australia to discuss
changes to Building Code of
Australia

Meeting of AUBRCC Industry
Liaison Committee

Family Members or
Assoc. Accompanied at
What Cost
Not applicable

Not applicable

>
Vl

Airfarc
Car rental
Taxis
Accommodation
Hotel
Entertainment
Other expenses

$468.44
$91.30
Nil
Nil
Nil
Nil
Nil

Not applicable

Airfare
Car rental
Taxis
Accommodation
Entertainment
Other expenses

$468.44
Nil
Nil
Nil
Nil
Nil

Not applicable
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Name and Deslination

Purpose

Cost

Peter Nassau
Canberra

Meeting of AUBRCC Editorial
Committee

Airfare
Car rental
Taxis
Accommodation
Entertainment
Other expenses

$378.28
Nil
Nil
$267.75
Nil
Nil

Peter Nassau & Jack
BramweU
Sydney

Meeting of AUBRCC Executive

Airfare
Car rental
Taxis
Accommodation
Entertainment
Other expenses

$936.00
Nil
Nil
$507.20
Nil
Nil

Peter Nassau
Sydney

Attend a special AUBRCC meeting
on occupational health and safety.

Peter Nassau
Brisbane

Meeting of AUBRCC Industry
Liaison Committee

Stuart McLennan
Sydney

Meeting of AUBRCC on Smoke
Control

':!
tv
o

Family Members or
Assoc. Accompanied at
What Cost
Not applicable
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Not appUcable

o~
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Airfare
Car rental
Taxis
Accommodation
Entertainment
Other expenses

S468.44
Nil
Nil
$218.72
Nil
Nil

Not applicable

Airfare
Car rental
Taxis
Accommodation
Entertainment
Other expenses

$633.08
Nil
Nil
$260.75
Nil
Nil

Not applicable

Airfare
Car rental
Taxis
, Accommodation
Entertainment
Other expenses

$331.24
Nil
Nil
Nil
Nil
Nil

Not Applicable
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Name and Destination
Peter Nassau
Brisbane

Jack Bramwetl
Brisbane

Jack Bramwell
Sydney

Peter Nassau
Bonython Halt Adelaide
University

Purpose

Cost

Family Members or
Assoc. Accompanied at
What Cost
Not applicable

Airfare
Car rental
Taxis
Accommodation
Oasis Resort and
Conference Centre
Entertainment
Other expenses

$727.16
Nil
Nil

Alrfare
Car rental
Taxis
Accommodation
Oasis Resort and
Conference Centre
Entertainment
Other expenses

$627.20
Nil
Nil
$382.50
Nil
Nil

Meeting of Joint AustralialNew
Zealand Standards Committee on
thennal efficiency in Buildings.

Airfare
Car rental
Taxis
Accommodation
Entertainment
Other expenses

$403.76
Nil
Nil
Nil
Nil
Nil

Not applicable

Attend Professional Development
Seminar "Beyond the Regulations"

Airfare
Car rental
Taxis
Accommodation
Entertainment
Other expenses

$220.50
Nil
Nil
$397.35
Nil
Nil

Not applicable

Meeting of AUBRCC Executive

Meeting of AUBRCC Executive

$539.95
Nil
Nil
Not applicable
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Name and DesUnation

Purpose

Cost

Peter Nassau
Sydney

Meeting of AUBRCC Editorial
Committee

Airfare
Car renlal
Taxis
Accommodation
Entenainment
Other expenses

$454.10
Nil
Nil
$218.75
Nil
Nil

Peter Nassau
Adelaide

Meeting of AUBRCC Executive

Airfare
Car rental
Taxis
Accommodation
Barron Townhouse
Entenainment
Other expenses

$391.10
Nil
Nil

Airfare
Car rental
Taxis
Accommodation
Mclaren Conference
Entenainment
Other expenses

$397.10
Nil
Nil

Max Croxford
Adelaide

Peter Nassau
Sydney

Meeting wIth AUBRCC Executive
attended as New Director, Building
Control

Meeting of AUBRCC Industry
Liaison Committee

Airfare
Car rental
Taxis
Accommodation
Entenainment
Other expenses
Lunch

N

o

Family Members or
Assoc. Accompanied at
What Cost
Not appUcable
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Not applicable

$567.80
Nil
Nil
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Not applicable
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$248.60
Nil
Nil
$391.40
Nil
Nil
Nil
Nil
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Not applicable

$23.80

.
5

~

~

-t
Name and Destination

Purpose

Cost

Penny HoUoway
Canberra

Better Cities Technical Seminar
No. 1: Infrastructure co-ordination
and urban land release systems.

Airfare
Car rental
Taxis
Accommodation
Entertainment
Other expenses

$400.00
Nil
$30.00
Nil
Nil
$11.85

Penny HoUoway
Sydney

Better Cities Technical Seminar
No. 2: Affordable Housing in High
land Value Locations.

Airfare
Car rental
Taxis
Accommodation
Travel Lodge
Camperdown
Entertainment
Other expenses

$400.00
Nil
Nil

Penny Holloway
Adelaide

Penny HoUoway
Launceston Tasmania

Better Cities Technical Seminar No. Airfare
Car rental
3: Designing Subdivisions to save
Taxis
and manage water.
Accommodation
Hilton International
Entertainment
Other expenses
Better Cities Seminar No. 5:
Contaminated sites: Legal and
Financial Responsibility and
Planning Solutions.

Airfare
Car rental
Taxis
Accommodation
International Travel
Lodge
Entertainment
Other expenses

.

Family Members or
Assoc. Accompanied at
What Cost
Not applicable

Not applicable

I:)

$170.00
Nil
$20.00
$440.00
Nil
$27.67
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$97.00
Nil
$63.40
$400.00
Nil
$58.30

~

> o
2:
~tr:l o

Cl)
Cl)

2:

Z

§
("'}
~

Not applicable

$170.00
Nil
$20.00

~

n
Q.
0

n

~
III

':!
N

0

>

"0

:I.

6

1=
~
~

~

Name and DestJnation
Paul Reed
Adelaide

Paul Reed
Perth
27-29/4/93

Paul Reed
Brisbane
3-4/6/93

David SCOll
Sydney

Purpose
Australian Institute of Urban
Studies, Annual Conference National Government Involvement
in Urban Affairs.

Better Cities Seminar No. 6:
Strategic Public Transport
Development.

Better Cities Technical Seminar
No. 7: Infrastructure Funding
Techniques.

Electricity Supply Association of
Australia Conference

Cost
Airfare
Car rental
Taxis
Accommodat ion
Taft Motor Inn
Entertainment
Other expenses
Registration

$367.00
Nil
138.82

!

IV

Family Members or
Assoc. Accompanied at
What Cost
Not applicable
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$325.35
Nil
$1t.85
$346.00

Airfare
R. Ellison
Car rental
Taxis
Accommodation
Quality Prices Hotel
R. Ellison
EntertaJnment
Other expenses

$782.00
$782.00
Nil
$106.75

Alrfare
Car rental
Taxis
Accommodation
Park Royal Brisbane
Entertainment
Other expenses

$538.00
Nil
$109.30
$355.50
Nil
$12.00

Airfare
Car rental
Taxls
Accommodation
EntertaJnment
Other expenses

$294.00
Nil
Nil
Nil
Nil
Nil

Accompanied by Mr Rob
Ellison of the Public
Transport Corporation
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$463.00
$207.00
NU
$26.00
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Attended as an SECV
Commissioner. Land
Conservation Council
reimbursed
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Name and Destination

Purpose

Family Members or
Assoc. Accompanied at

Cost

What Cost
Ian Miles
Sydney

Ian Miles
Sydney

David ScoU and Ian Miles
Canberra

Parks and Forests Study

Coastal Management Conference

Parks and Forests Study

$195.00

AJrfare
Car rental
Taxis
Accommodation
Entertainment
Other expenses

Nil
Nil
Nil
Nil

AJrfare
Car rental
Taxis
Accommodation
Entertainment
Other expenses

Nil
Nil
Nil
Nil

$32.60
$294'.00

$662.00
Nil

$238.10

Offensive Petroleum Environment
Review Project Scientific Forum

Airfare
Car rental
Taxis
Accommodation
Entertainment
Other expenses

David Scott
Sydney

Meeting with NSW officials

Airfare
Car rental
Taxis
Accommodation
Entertainment
Other expenses

Not applicable

$182.15

Airfare
Car rental
Taxis
Accommodation
Entertainment
Other expenses

David Scoll
Canberra

Not applicable
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Nil
Nil
$19.60
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Not applicable

Nil
$14.50
$198.72
Nil
$14.00
$422.75
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Name and DesUnatlon

Purpose

Cost

David Scott and Don
Hough
Canberra

Briefing for the Commonwealth
Interdepartmental Committee on
Coasts.

Airfare
Car rental
Taxis
Accommodation
Entertainment
Other expenses

$624.00
Nil
$626.40
Nil
Nil
Nil

Brad MHes
Sydney

National Wilderness Conference.

Airfare
Car rental
Taxis
Accommodation
Entertainment
Other expenses

Nil
Nil
Nil
$337.20
Nil
$21.00

Not applicable

David Scott
Canberra

Brad Miles
Canberra

IV

Family Members or
Assoc. Accompanied at
What Cost
Not applicable

Briefing on accreditation of Land
Conservation Council under
Intergovernmental Agreement on
the Environment.

Airfare
Car rental
Taxis
Accommodation
Entertainment
Other expenses

$366.70
Nil
$20.00
Nil
Nil
Nil

Not appUcable

Meeting to assist with criteria for
Identification of wilderness

Airfare
Car rental
Taxis
Accommodation
Entertainment
Other expenses

Nil
Nil
Nil
$281.80
Nil

Not appUcable
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Name and Destination
Peter WilUams and
Jeffrey Keddie
AdelaJde

George Wright
Adelaide

Denis Keating
Canberra

(van Motley
Coolangana

Purpose

Airfare
Annual meeting of the Architects
Accreditation Council of Australia, Car rental
attended as delegates to the Council Taxis
Accommodation
Ramada
Entertainment
Other expenses
To advise on planning around
vineyards

Attend Building Better Cities
Seminar

Attend 1992 Population Workshop

Family Memben or
Assoc. Accompanied at
What Cost

Cost

Airfare
Car rental
Taxis
Accommodation
Entertainment
Other expenses

$1080.00
Nil
$54.50

Not applicable

$846.65
Nil
Nil
Not applicable
All
travelling
expenses
met by the
Southern
Devt. Board
Adelaide

Airfare
Car rental
Taxis
Accommodation
Entertainment
Other expenses

$370.44
Nil
$73.90
Nil
Nil
Nil

Not applicable

Airfare
Car rental
Taxis
Accommodation
Entertainment
Other expenses
Lunch

$623.28
Nil
Nil
$60.00
Nil

Not applicable
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Name and Destination

Adonis Arletos
Sydney

John Hanna
Brisbane

John Hanna
Sydney

J. Reynolds
Adelaide

Cost

Purpose

Mosaix Training Course

Attend Building Better Cities
Seminar

Funding local Infrastructure

Attend 1993 Population Workshop

$300.00
Nil
Nil
$232.75
Nil

IV

o

Family Members or
Assoc. Accompanied at
What Cost

>
'0

Not applicable

~

Airfare
Car rental
Taxis
Accommodation
Entertainment
Other expenses
Registration

$900.00

Airfare
Car rental
Taxis
Accommodation
Entertainment
Other expenses

$661.00
Nil
Nil
Nil
Nil
Nil

Not applicable

Airfare
Car rental
Taxis
Accommodation
Entertainment
Other expenses

$478.00
Nil
Nil
Nil
Nil
Nil

Not applicable

Airfare
Car rental
Taxis
Accommodation
Entertainment
Other expenses

$450.00
Nil
Nil
Nil
Nil
$190.40

Not applicable
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Name and Destination

Purpose

Family Members or

Cost

Assoc. Accompanied at
What Cost
Not applicable

Robin Saunders
Canberra

Attend the National Environmental
Law Association Annual
Conference

Airfare
Car rental
Taxis
Accommodation
Entertainment
Other expenses

$155.00
Nil
$68.60
$337.20
Nil
Nil'

Robin Saunders
Sydney

A meeting of the Albury-Wodonga
Bypass EIS Steering Committee

AJrfare
Car rental
Taxis
Accommodation
Entertainment
Other expenses

$199.00
Nil
$72.50
Nil
Nil
$64.15

Not applicable

Attend the Environmental Institute
of Australia 1993 Conference

Airfare
Car rental
Taxis
Accommodation
Entertainment
Other expenses

$390.00
Nil
Nil
$535.90
Nil
Nil

Not applicable
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Paul Jerome
Sydney

Meeting with senior planning
officers from all States and
Territories.

Airfare
Car rental
Taxis
Accommodation
Entertainment
Other expenses

$199.00
Nil
$50.00
Nil
Nil
Nil

Not applicable

Paul Jerome
Adelaide

Local Approvals Reviews Program
(LARP) tlrst national workshop to
facilitate improvements in local
government development approvals

Airfare
Car rental
Taxis
Accommodation
Royal Coach Motor Inn
Entertainment
Other expenses

$155.00
Nil
$45.00

Not applicable
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Name and Destination

Purpose

Ray Tonkin
Canberra

Attend the National Heritage
Officials Working Group on
National Co-ordination of
Assessment Procedures

Airfare
Car rental
Taxis
Accommodation
Entertainment
Other expenses

Ray Tonkin
Canberra

Attend the National Heritage
Official Working Group

Airfare
Car rental
Taxis
Accommodation
Entertainment
Other expenses

Ray Tonkin
Canberra

Ray Tonkin
Sydney

Attend the National Heritage
Official Working Group

Attend the National Heritage
Officials meeting and Heritage
Agencies Chairs meeting

>
"0

Family Members or

Cost

As5OC. Accompanied at
What Cost
$331.24
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~

Not appUcable

Nil
Nil
Nil
Nil
Nil
$331.24

Not applicable

Nil
Nil
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Nil
Nil

Airfare
Car rental
Taxis
Accommodation
Entertainment
Other expenses

$311.64

Airfare
Car rental
Taxis
Accommodation
Koala Inn. Oxfom Square
Entertalnment
Other expenses

$422.72
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Nil
$50.00

Nil
Nil
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Name and Destination

Purpose

Family Members or
Assoc. Accompanied at

Cost

What Cost
Ray Tonldn
Canberra

Attend National Heritage Officials
meeting

AJrfare
Car rental
Taxis
Accommodation
Entertainment
Other expenses

$309.70
Nil
Nil
Nil
Nil
Nil

Not appUcable

Sarah Keroeroine
Sydney and Canberra

To conduct archival research at
public and private collections and
institutions regarding historic
shipping on the River Murray

AJrfare
Car rental
Taxis
Accommodation
Entertainment
Other expenses

$513.95
Nil
Nil
Nil
Nil
Nil

Not applicable

A meeting of the ANZECC working AJrfare
Car rental
Group on EIA
Taxis
Accommodation
4 nights
Entertainment
Other expenses

$155.00
Nil
$65.30

Not applicable

A meeting of the ANZECC working Airfare
Car rental
Group on EIA
Taxis
Accommodation
Entertainment
Other expenses

$199.00
Nil
$66.40
$168.60
Nil
Nil

Robin Saunders
Hobart

Robin Saunders
Sydney
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Name and Destination

Family Members or
Assoc. Accompanied at
What Cost

Cost

Purpose
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Wendy Morris
Brisbane

Meeting of National Urban Refonn
Working Group (sub-committee of
Australian housing Industry
Development Council)

Airfare
Car rental
Taxis
Accommodat ion
Entenainment
Other expenses

$280.00
Nil
$70.00
Nil .
Nil
Nil

Not applicable

BruceTumer
Sydney

Attend Course on Multi-Pany
Facilitation Skills (ie mediation)

Airfare
Car rental
Taxis
Accommodation
Entenainment
Other expenses

$199.00
Nil
Nil
Nil
Nil
Nil

• Accompanied by family
at own expense
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Yvonne Rust

Peter McNabb
Sydney

Attend conference - Crime and
Elderly People conducted by the
Australian Institute of Criminal
studies

Airfare
Car rental
Taxis
Accommodation
Entenainment
Other expenses

$220.00
Nil
Nil
Nil
Nil
Nil

Not applicable

Attend Conference on shopping
centres

Airfare
Car rental
Taxis
Accommodat ion
Entenainment
Other expenses

$390.00
Nil
Nil
$237.00
Nil
Nil

Not applicable
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Robert Maclellan
Minister for Planning.
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Tertiary Education and Training: interstate travel
(Question No. 230)
Mr HAERMEYER asked the Minister for Education, for the Minister for Tertiary Education and Training:
In respect of expenditure on interstate travel by each department, agency or authority within his administration for the
period 3 October 1992 to date:
1.
What the name was of each individual undertaking such travel and to what destinations?
2.
What was the purpose of visiting each destination?
3.
With whom did the minister or persons undertaking such travel meet and for what purpose?
4.
What costs were associated with the travel, indicating - (a) airfares; (b) car rental and hire cars, including type of
cars hired or rented; (c) taxis; (d) accommodation, including name of establishment and the itemised costs; (e)
entertainment, including nature, venue and itemised costs; and (f) other expenses?
5.
Whether family members, associates, or guests accompanied the traveller(s) on each trip; if so, at what cost?

Mr HAYWARD (Minister for Education) - The answer supplied by the Minister for Tertiary Education
and Training is:
In response to the honourable member's question, I am not able to provide the detail required as it would necessitate
the diversion of departmental resources from priority work at very substantial costs. The following provides a
summary of the costs of travel and associated costs for the categories of persons shown for the period 3 October 1992 to
11 November 1993. Travel and associated costs incurred by staff of universities and TAPE colleges are not included.

Travel and associated costs from 3 October 1992 to 11 November 1993
Minister for Tertiary Education and Training
Staff of the Minister for Tertiary Education and Training
Officers of the Department of Education engaged in work associated
with the portfolio of the Minister for Tertiary Education and Training

$1839.12
$3241.84

$150384.23

The majority of these costs were incurred in travel related to attendance at ministerial meetings and
commonwealth/state working groups and committees.
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Natural Resources: legal representation and expenses incurred
(Question No. 153)
Mr HAERMEYER asked the Minister for Natural Resources:
In respect of legal expenses incurred by each department, agency or authority within his administration for the period 3
October 1992 to date:
1.
What were the cases in which these legal expenses were incurred?
2.
What expenses were incurred in each case?
3.
What was the purpose for engaging legal representation in each case?
4.
What was the outcome of each case?
5.
What the names are of legal counsel engaged in each case?
6.
What was the name of the city and court in which each case was heard?

Mr COLEMAN (Minister for Natural Resources) - The answer is:
The Department of Conservation and Natural Resources employs legal officers to provide legal advice on the follOWing

areas of law:
Insurance
Industrial relations
Litigation
Administrative law
Negligence
Statutory interpretation
Legal drafting
Contracts
Prosecutions
Natural resources and environmental law
Property
Intellectual property
Public sector employment
Company and trade practices law
WorkCover
In most of the above categories counsel has been engaged through the Victorian Government Solicitor'S Office from
time to time either to represent the department or to provide specialist advice. The department also seeks advice from
extemallegal advisers from time to time on matters relating to insurance, contracts, industrial relations, company and
trade practices law and WorkCover.
Portfolio agencies such as the Melbourne Water Corporation, the Rural Water Corporation and the Alpine Resorts
Commission also require extemallegal advice from time to time for a variety of matters including:
Treasury, banking and finance matters
Reconstruction and commercial work
Commercial advisory and contractual matters
Litigation services
Debt recovery
Property services
Environmental services
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WorkCover services
Personal injury services
Employment services
Construction contract services
Freedom of information cases
Administrative Appeals Tribunal cases
Organisational restructure
Industrial relations matters
Insurance matters
Flooding claims
Production of information about individual cases would require excessive time and resources and, consistent with past
practice, cannot be justified.

Natural Resources: expenditure on conferences, seminars, workshops and training
courses
(Question No. 185)
Mr HAERMEYER asked the Minister for Natural Resources:
In respect of expenditure on conferences, seminars, workshops and training courses or like events by each department,
agency or authority within his administration for the period 3 October 1992 to date:
What was the name of each conference, course, seminar, workshop or like event attended indicating - (a) locality
1.
and venue; (b) purpose; and (c) the name of each person attending?
2.
What was the cost of each event indicating - (a) accommodation; (b) entertainment; (c) meals and refreshments;
(d) travel; (e) car hire; (f) taxis and hire cars; and (g) other expenses?
3.
Whether the event was externally organised; if so what was the name of the person(s), organisation(s) or
companies engaged and at what cost?

Mr COLEMAN (Minister for Natural Resources) - The answer is:
Conferences are attended by departmental and agency staff where it is considered that the conference can provide an
effective means of information exchange on issues, research and development related to the portfolio's programs, and
can assist both the delivery of programs and the development of staff. The Department of Conservation anc.. Natural
Resources has developed guidelines to ensure that attendance at conferences by departmental staff meets these aims.
The time and resources required to collate information on every conference attended throughout the portfolio - and in
particular for departmental staff - would be excessive and, consistent with past practice, cannot be justified.
Seminars, workshops and training courses are conducted frequently at most departmental and agency offices. They
include skills development training, information seminars on policy or management issues and planning sessions for
middle and senior management or for specific work groups. The time and resources required to collate information on
each of these activities is not available at this time. If the honourable member is seeking information about
departmental or agency approaches to the provision of certain types of training, I will be happy to provide further
information.

Natural Resources: interstate travel
(Question No. 217)
Mr HAERMEYER asked the Minister for Natural Resources:
In respect of expenditure on interstate travel by each department, agency or authority within his administration for the
period 3 October 1992 to date:
What the name was of each individual undertaking such travel and to what destinations?
1.
2.
What was the purpose of visiting each destination?
With whom did the minister or persons undertaking such travel meet and for what purpose?
3.
4.
What costs were associated with the travel, indicating - (a) airfares; (b) car rental and hire cars, including type of
cars hired or rented; (c) taxis; (d) accommodation, including name of establishment and the itemised costs; (e)
entertainment, including nature, venue and itemised costs; and (f) other expenses?
Whether family members, associates, or guests accompanied the traveller(s) on each trip; if so, at what cost?
5.
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Mr COLEMAN (Minister for Natural Resources) - The answer is:
Production of the information requested by the honourable member would require excessive time and resources and,
consistent with past practice, cannot be justified.

Natural Resources: overseas travel
(Question No. 249)
Mr HAERMEYER asked the Minister for Natural Resources:
In respect of expenditure on overseas travel by each department, agency or authority within his administration for the
period 3 October 1992 to date:
1.
What the name was of each individual undertaking such travel and to what destinations?
2.
What was the purpose of visiting each destination?
With whom did the minister or persons undertaking such travel meet and for what purpose?
3.
4.
What costs were associated with the travel indicating - (a) airfares; (b) car rental and hire cars, including type of
cars hired or rented; (c) taxis; (d) accommodation, including name of establishment and the itemised costs; (e)
entertainment, including nature, venue and itemised costs; and (f) other expenses?
5.
Whether family members, associates, or guests accompanied the traveller(s) on each trip; if so, at what cost?

Mr COLEMAN (Minister for Natural Resources) - The answer is:
Details of overseas travel undertaken by staff of the Department of Conservation and Natural Resources and the
portfolio agencies for which I am responsible, are provided in the attached lists for the period October 1992 to
December 1993.
No overseas travel was undertaken in that period by staff of the Alpine Resorts Commission or the Victorian
Plantations Corporation.
Department of Coneervation and Natural Rnoure"
Overseas Travel - October 1992 - December 1993
Name:
Designation:
Countries Visited:
Dates:
Purpose:
Maximum Funds Approved:

MrGGooIey
SCI-3, Snobs Creek
Singapore, Philippines
25.10.92 -3.11.92
Attend 3rd Asian Fisheries Forum
$3950.00

Name:
Designation:
Countries Visited:
Dates:
Purpose:
Maximum Funds ApproVed:

Ms A Murray
Geographic lnfonnation Systems Officer
USA
16.11.92 -14.5.93
Officer exchange with Suislaw National Forest in Oregon
Salary only - trip funded externally

Name:
Designation:
Countries Visited:
Dates:
Purpose:

MrDCorbett
Land Protection Advisory Officer
South Africa
4.3.93 -25.3.93
Recipient of Victorian State Foresters Award to undertake
study tour in South Africa
Salary only - trip funded externally

Maximum Funds ApproVed:
Name:
Designation:
Countries Visited:
Dates:
Purpose:
Maximum Funds ApproVed:

Or L Gunthorpe
Marine Scientist
Portugal
25.3.93 - 20.4.93
Present paper at First SETAe World Congress - Ecotoxicology
and Environment Chemistry - a Global Perspective
Both trip &t salary funded externally
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Name:
Designation:
Countries Visited:
Dates:
Purpose:
Maximum Funds Approved:

MrBRees
Aviation Training Officer
Canada

Name:
Designation:
Countries Visited:
Dates:
Purpose:

DrGArnott
Scientist
Spain, the Netherlands

Maximum Funds Approved:

$1300.00

Name:
Designation:
Countries Visited:
Dates:
Purpose:
Maximum Funds Approved:

MrW Incoll
Scientist
Solomon Islands

Name:
Designation:
Countries Visited:
Dates:
Purpose:
Maximum Funds Approved:

Mr D Farrar
Ranger Grade TA-2
United Kingdom

Name:
Designation:
Countries Visited:
Dates:
Purpose:
Maximum Funds Approved:

Thursday. 21 April 1994

19.4.93 -28.5.93

Officer exchange with British Columbian Forest Service
$6135.00

10.5.93 -31.5.93

Attend World Aquaculture International Conference and the
Seafood Europe International Exhibition

4.6.93 -13.6.93

Provide advice on Australian aid project to Solomon Islands government
Salary only - trip funded externally

1.7.93 -14.12.93

Officer exchange with Brancaster National Trust in Norwich, UK.
Salary only - trip funded externally
MrJ Weiss
Research Scientist, SCI-1
France, Spain
1.9.93 - 6.10.93

Continue works on program of biological control ot Horehound
(Marrubuim vulgare) and review.plan European part of program
Salary only - trip funded externally

Name:
Designation:
Counbies Visited:
Dates:
Purpose:
Maximum Funds Approved:

MrSCover
Native Vegetation Planning Officer
Italy

Name:
Designation:
Counbies Visited:
Dates:
Purpose:
Maximum Funds Approved:

MrRRawson
Director Forests Division
Malaysia

Name:
Designation:
Counbies Visited:
Dates:
Purpose:

Mr H Combellack
Team Leader, Pest Plant Research, Keith Turnbull Research Institute
United Kingdom

Maximum Funds Approved:
Name:
Designation:
Countries Visited:
Dates:
Purpose:
Maximum Funds Approved:

16.9.93 -5.11.93

Take part in a Rotary International Group Study Exchange Team
Salary only - trip funded externally

11.9.93 -22.9.93
Attend the 14th Commonwealth Forestry Conference in Kuala Lumpur
$4269.00

26.9.93 - 24.12.93

Take up senior fellowship with Department of Agricultural Sciences,
University of Bristol.
Salary only - trip funded externally
MrSGrant
Fire Simulator Project Officer, SCI-2
Canada
2.10.93 -15.11.93

Train in fire simulation technology at Alberta Forestry Technical School
Salary only - trip funded externally

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

ASSEMBLY

Thursday, 21 April 1994

Name:
Designation:
Countries Visited:
Dates:
Purpose:
Maximum Funds Approved:

1359

MsKBrown
ManagerHRM
Singapore, United Kingdom, USA
17.10.93 -2.11.93
Participate in a study tour with the Swinbume University
of Technology Council
Salary only - trip funded externally

Environment PIotection Authority
Onneaa Tranl - October 1992 - December 1993
Name:
Countries Visited:
Dates:
Purpose:
Maximum Funds Approved:

Ms Andrea Hinwood
Canada, US
4.9.92 - 3.10.92
Attend Emergency Response training course

Name:
Countries Visited:
Dates:
Purpose:

Mr Darrel Reeve
France, UK, Sweden, Netherlands, Gennany, Austria, Italy, Israel, India
24.10.92 -21.11.92
Attend UNEP annual working group leaders meeting at Waste
Minimisation and Cleaner Technology Conference and visit various
overseas cleaner production technology networks
Salary only - trip funded externally

Maximum Funds Approved:

$3130.00

Name:
Countries Visited:
Dates:
Purpose:

Mr Robert ADen
US
29.1.93 -26.2.93
Attend US EPA Hazardous Wastes Investigations training course
and work with the US National Enforcement Investigation Centre.

Maximum Funds Approved:

$8022.44

Name:
Countries Visited:
Dates:
Purpose:
Maximum Funds Approved:

Mr Norm Parris
India
1.11.92 -8.11.92
Attend Commonwealth Science Council training course
Salary only - trip funded externally

Name:
Countries Visited:
Dates:
Purpose:

Ms Andrea Hinwood
Netherlands
20.3.93 - 26.3.93
Chair UNEP Technical Options Committee Technology and
Economic Assessment Panel
Salary only - trip funded externally

Maximum Funds Approved:
Name:
Countries Visited:
Dates:
Purpose:
Maximum Funds Approved:

Brian Robinson, Chainnan EPA
Indonesia
2.4.93 -7.4.93
Visit Indonesia on behalf of OPCV who were bidding for the newly
created Environment Protection Agency, BAPEDAL
$4242.18

Maximum Funds Approved:

Or Helen Tope
Canada
10.7.93 -18.7.93
Attend UNEP Technical Options Committee Technology and
Economic Assessment Panel
Salary only - trip funded externally

Name:
Countries Visited:
Dates:
Purpose:
Maximum Funds Approved:

Or Jeff Bazelrnans
New Zealand
12.10.93 -17.10.93
Attend ANZECC Ozone Depletion Working Party meeting
51755.22

Name:
Countries Visited:
Dates:
Purpose:
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Name:
Countries Visited:
Dates:

Purpose:
Maximum Funds Approved:
Name:
Countries Visited:
Dates:
Purpose:
Maximum Funds Approved:

Name:
Countries Visited:
Dates:
Purpose:
Maximum Funds Approved:
Name:
Countries Visited:
Dates:
Purpose:
Maximum Funds Approved:

Thursday. 21 April 1994

Mr Darrel Reeve
South Korea, Japan, China
5.10.93 -16.10.93
Present papers at World Congress ID (Engineering and Environment)
meeting in Beijing; hold promotional seminars in Japan and
Korea with the Asian Productivity Organisation.UNEP
Salary only - trip funded externally
Mr Douglas Munro
Malaysia
17.10.93 - 22.10.93
Present papers at the International Association for Natural
Gas Vehicles Seminar
Salary only - trip funded externally

Mr Dennis Monahan
Indonesia
10.10.93 -15.10.93
Represent Commonwealth EP A at a series of workshops on
Environmental Management for Indonesian Agencies and Industry
Salary only - trip funded externally
Mr Phillip Sinclair
Finland
15.10.93 -24.10.93
Represent Australia at the OECD workshop on Chemical
Safety in Ports workshop
$2169.00

Royal Botanic Gardens
Oveneas Travel - October 1992 - December 1993

Maximum Funds Approved:

Ms T Faye-Smyth
Gardener, Royal Botanic Gardens
China
28.10.92 -26.11.92
Undertake field collections of plants in conjunction with
Sydney and Shanghai Botanic Gardens
Salary only - trip funded externally

Name:
Designation:
Countries Visited:
Dates:
Purpose:
Maximum Funds Approved:

MsE Almond
Public Programs Group, Royal Botanic Gardens
Canary Is, United Kingdom
3.5.93 - 8.5.93
Attend Second International Congress on Education in Botanic Gardens
Salary only - trip funded externally

Name:
Designation:
Countries Visited:
Dates:
Purpose:

Zoological Board of Victoria
Overseas Travel - October 1992 - December 1993
Name:
Designation:
Countries Visited:
Dates:
Purpose:
Maximum Funds Approved:
Name:
Designation:
Countries Visited:

Dates:
Purpose:
Maximum Funds Approved:

Ms DCrosby
Gardener, Royal Melbourne Zoo
USA
19.4.93 -1.6.93
Participate in Chicago Botanic Gardens internship for
specialised training in the care of Japanese Gardens
Salary only - trip funded externally
Ms U Weiher
Keeper in Charge, Royal Melbourne Zoo
United Kingdom
14.6.93 - 21.6.93
Accompany Gorilla Mzuri to the Jersey Wildlife Preservation Trust
Salary only - trip funded external\y
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Name:
Designation:
Countries Visited:
Dates:
Purpose:
Maximum Funds Approved:

Ms HWenk
Primate Keeper, Royal Melbourne Zoo
United Kingdom
22.7.93 - 29.8.93
Attend Jersey Wildlife Preservation Trust's Summer School
Salary only - trip funded externally

Name:
Designation:
Countries Visited:
Dates:
Purpose:
Maximum Funds Approved:

Mr C Larcombe
Chief Executive Officer, Zoological Board of Victoria
Belgium, Holland, Germany, USA and Britain
21.8.93 -10.9.93
Attend International Union of Directors of Zoological Gardens
Conference and the Captive Breeding Specialist Group meeting.
Salary only - trip funded externally

Name:
Designation:
Countries Visited:
Dates:
Purpose:
Maximum Funds Approved:

Ms N McCracken
Public Relations Manager, Healesville Zoo Park
Singapore
10.9.93 -16.9.93
Participate in Travel Australia Britain Seminar 1993
Salary only - trip funded externally

Name:
Designation:
Countries Visited:
Dales:
Purpose:

MsJ Anketell
Zoo Keeper, Werribee Zoo Park
USA
21.9.93 -29.11.93
Participate in a training program about African
Ungulates (hoofed mammals)
Salary only - trip funded externally

Maximum Funds Approved:
Name:
Designation:
Countries Visited:
Dates:
Purpose:
Maximum Funds Approved:
Name:
Designation:
Countries Visited:
Dates:
Purpose:
Maximum Funds Approved:
Name:
Designation:
Countries Visited:
Dates:
Purpose:
Maximum Funds Approved:
Name:
Designation:
Countries Visited:
Dates:
Purpose:
Maximum Funds Approved:

Mr M de Oleveira
Curator of Horticulture, Royal Melbourne Zoo
USA
23.9.93 -16.10.93
Attend the annual conference of the Association of
Zoological Horticulture
Salary only - trip funded externally
Mr PStroud
Curator of Animals, Werribee Zoo Park
Indonesia
7.11.93 -14.11.93
Attend the Asian Elephant and Sumatran Rhinoceros
Population and Habitat Viability Assessment Workshop
Salary only - trip funded externally
MsGHamilton
Director, Werribee Zoo Park
USA, Africa
1.12.93 -31.1.94
Gather information on marketing, transport, display design and
construction for development plans for Werribee Zoo
Salary only - trip funded externally
MrNDowsett
Acting Keeper in Charge, Royal Melbourne Zoo
India
21.1.93 - 8.2.93
Accompany a male Orang utan to Hyderabad, as part of a
c()-()perative breeding program
Salary only - trip funded externally
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Rural Water Corpontion
Overseas Travel - October 1992 - Decftllber 1993
Name:
Designation:
Countries Visited:

Ms Joanne O'Toole
Senior Microbiologist

Dates:

November 1992
Attend the American Water and Wastewater Association Water
Quality Confe~ and a water sample detection training course
Salary only - trip funded externally

Canada

Purpose:
Maximum Funds Approved:

Mr David Plant
Water Management Systems Project
USA
August 1993
Training course on computer-based technology for automated
irrigation systems in Massachusetts, New York,. Missouri and California

Name:
Designation:
Countries Visited:
Dates:

Purpose:
Maximum Funds Approved:

$5400.00

Name:
Designation:
Countries Visited:

Mr Clare Ballard
Chief, Water Management
Netherlands, UJ(
September - October 1993
Attend International Commission on Irrigation and Drainage Annual
Con~ and pre<onference workshops, and post conference
tour of irrigation works in south-eastem England

Dates:

Purpose:

Maximum Funds Approved:

$4700.00

Melboame Water Corpontion
Oveneas Travel - October 1992 - December 1993
Name:
Designation:
Countries Visited:

Mr Gordon Thompson
Manager International Business
China

Dates:

16.10.92 -4.11.92

Purpose:
Maximum Funds Approved:

$4000.00

Name:
Designation:
Countries Visited:

Ms Jill Thompson
Director Human Resources
UlC, France, USA

Dates:

Purpoee:
Maximum Funds Approved:

22.4.93 -24.5.93
Review human resources benchmarking and best practices
$16000.00

Name:
Designation:
Countries Visited:

Mr Arthur Pierce
Manager Farming Services
China

Dates:

2·U.93 -9.5.93

Purpose:
M~umFundsApproved:

Australia~ina Agricultural Co-operation Program
Externally funded

Name:
Designation:
Countries Visited:

Mr Eddy Pereira
Manager Commercial Development
China

Dates:
Purpose:

24.4.93 -11.5.93

Maximum Funds Approved:

Externally funded

Name:
Designation:
Countries Visited:

Mr Graeme Addison
Manager New Technologies
China

Dates:

24.4.93 -9.5.93

Purpose:

Austra1ia~a Agricultural Co-operation Program
Externally funded

Maximum Funds Approved:

Launching of Australasian Water Alliance

Australia~ina

Agricultural Co-operation Program
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Name:
Designation:
Countries Visited:
Dates:
Purpose:
Maximum Funds Approved:

Mr Matthew Giesemann
Manager Planning Services
USA
30.4.93 -10.5.93
Attend the ''No Dig '93" Conference in San Jose
$5000.00

Name:
Designation:
Name:
Designation:
Countries Visited:
Dates:
Purpose:
Maximum Funds Approved:

Mr Gordon Thompson
Manager International Business
Mr Graham Middleton
Strategic and Marketing Manager, International Business
Indonesia
4.5.93 -19.5.93
BUSiness/Fact Finding Mission
$6800.00

Name:
Designation:
Countries Visited:
Dates:
Purpose:
Maximum Funds Approved:

Mr Gordon Thompson
Manager International Business
China
7.5.93 -16.5.93
Australia-China Agricultural Co-operation Program
Externally funded

Name:
Designation:
Countries Visited:
Dates:
Purpose:
Maximum Funds Approved:

Mr Greg Hennessy
Manager Systems Technology &: Projects
China
17.5.93 - 11.6.93
Consultancy service for Shanghai sewerage construction project
Externally funded

Name:
Designation:
Countries Visited:
Dates:
Purpose:

Maximum Funds Approved:

Mr Peter Harford
Regional Manager South East
UI<, France, USA
21.5.93 -16.6.93
Review privatisation, financial structures, pricing regimes and
regulatory processes and examine infonnation, technology
and management
$15310.00

Name:
Designation:
Countries Visited:
Dates:
Purpose:
Maximum Funds Approved:

Mr Gordon Thompson
Manager International Business
Republic of Nauru
3.7.93 -8.7.93
Consultancy Study
Externally funded

Name:
Designation:
Countries Visited:
Dates:
Purpose:
Maximum Funds Approved:

Mr Graeme Addison
Manager New Technologies
Pakistan
10.7.93 -14.7.93
Business/Feasibility Study for I<arachi Reclaimed Water Project
57000.00

Name:
Designation:
Countries Visited:
Dates:
Purpose:
Maximum Funds Approved:

Mr Gordon Thompson
Manager International Business
China
25.7.93 - 6.8.93
Marketing
$6500.00
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Mr Greg Hennessy
Manager Systems Technology and Projects
China
18.8.93 - 21.8.93
Providing consultancy service for Shanghai sewerage
construction project
Externally funded

Name:
Designation:
Countries Visited:
Dates:

Purpose:
Maximum Funds Approved:

Maximum Funds Approved:

Mr Gordon Thompson
Manager International Business
China, Hong Kong
5.9.93 -11.9.93
Attend Australia-China Forum - Though the Open Door
(Beijing); discuss subconsultancy agreement (Hong Kong)
$6500.00

Name:
Designation:
Countries Visited:
Dates:
Purpose:
Maximum Funds Approved:

Mr Gordon Thompson
Manager International Business
New Zealand
22.9.93 - 25.9.93
Marketing visit - at request of Austrade
$1400

Name:
Designation:
Countries Visited:
Dates:

Maximum Funds Approved:

Mr Rob Cranston
Director Water Services
France, USA, UK, Hong Kong
30.9.93 -4.11.93
Attend Water Environment Federation Conference (USA)
and investigate Asset Management Systems
$20000.00

Name:
Designation:
Name:
Designation:
Countries Visited:
Dates:
Purpose:
Maximum Funds Approved:

Mr Greg Hennessy
Manager Systems Technology and Projects
Mr Peter Mitchell
Operations Manager Maribyrnong
China
10.10.93 -30.10.93
Provide Consultancy Services
Externally Funded

Name:
Designation:
Countries Visited:
Dates:

Purpose:

Purpose:

Victorian INtitute of MuiDe Sciences
Overseas Travel - October 1992 - December 1993
Name:
Designation:
Countries Visited:
Dates:
Purpose:
Maximum Funds Approved:

Or Greg Jenkins
Senior Scientist
USA
August 1993 - 2.5 weeks
Give conference paper on "King George Whiting -laval
transport and recruitment"
Externally Funded
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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
Attorney-General: interstate travel
(Question No. 208)

Mr HAERMEYER asked the Attorney-General:
In respect of expenditure on interstate travel by each department, agency or authority within her administration for the

period 3 October 1992 to date:
1.
What the name was of each individual undertaking such travel and to what destinations?
2.
What was the purpose of visiting each destination?
3.
With whom did the minister or persons undertaking such travel meet and for what purpose?
4.
What costs were associated with the travel, indicating - (a) airfares; (b) car rental and hire cars, including type of
cars hired or rented; (c) taxis; (d) accommodation, including name of establishment and the itemised costs; (e)
entertainment, including nature, venue and itemised costs; and (f) other expenses?
5.
Whether family members, associates, or guests accompanied the traveller(s) on each trip; if so, at what cost?
Mrs WADE (Attorney-General) - The answer is:

The relevant information is contained in the attached table.
Where information is not shown in the table, it should be assumed that the information was not readily accessible, or
that the records maintained do not provide the detailed breakdown of the items as requested.

w
~

ATTORNEY-GENERAL'S PORTFOLIO
INTERSTATE TRAVEL
MINISTER'S OFFICE
NAME

J. Wade, M.P.
It

11

"

"

"

"
"

"

ACCOMMODATION
Price
Place

OTHER
EXPENSES

PURPOSE OF VISIT

DESTINATION

DATE

AJIUI'ARES

Attend meeting
To attend Ministers'
conference
To attend MCCA
meeting
To attend AttorneysGeneral meeting.
To attend SCAG

Adelaide
Sydney

3/2/93
1415193

$518.00
$574.00

$518.00
$574.00

Sydney

2917/93

$574.00

$574.00

Sydney

3111193

$574.00

$574.00

Darwin

22/6/93

$1440.00

$1440.00

Sydney

29n193

$574.00

$574.00

Sydney

2017193

$478.00

$478.00

TRIP
TOTAL

>
tIl

tIl

~
tD

meetin~

P. Jenkins
(Advisor)
PJenkins

"

"

"

n

It

"

TOTAL

To attend officers
meeting
To attend MCCA
meetinA
To attend officers
meeting
To attend officers
meeting
To attend SCOCAM
meetin...&

r

-<

~o
z
C'Il
o

Z
Z

-~

n
Sydney

28/6/93

$445.00

t':I

$445.00
!

Sydney

9/6/93

$478.00

$478.00

Sydney

14/5/93

$526.00

$526.00
56,181.00

'TI

O.
Q.

~

~

>

'0

2:

f

'Tl
::2.

SECRETARY'S OFFICE

Q.

~
N
N

I
NAME

PURPOSE OF VISIT

DESTINATION

DATE

AIRFARES

Mr. C. Neave

To attend Courts
Gro~ meetiq

Adelaide

22110/92

~dJley

1112/92
13/11/92
20/1193

$388&
$27.00
$478.00
$478.00
$450.00

11

"

11

"

M. Schilling

NBFI
Office of Fair Trading
and Business Affairs
Review

Sydney
Adelaide

ACCOMMODATION
Place
Price

OTHER
EXPENSES

>
"0

TRIP TOTAL

2:

$415.00

~

$478.00
$478.00
$450.00

TOTAL

--~

--

$1821.00

LEGISLATION UNIT

,0

o

~

NAME

K. Ettershank
J. Birch
J. Stone
S. Nish
K. Ettershank

1. Birch
1. Stone
R. Wortley
S. Nish
J Birch
J. Stone

1. Stone
J. Birch
S. Nish

1. Stone
J. Stone

PURPOSE OF VISIT
Meeting re censorship
MINCO Meeting
MINFIN Meeting
SCAGMeeting

DESTINATION
Sydney
Sydney
~dney

Sydney

DATE

8/10/92
12/11192
12/11192
16/12192

AIRFARES

ACCOMMODA nON
Place
Price

$398.00
$398.00
$398.00
$398.00

OTHER
EXPENSES

168.60 inc
accommodation

$398.00
$398.00
$398.00
$566.60

Adelaide
Canberra
Canberra
Adelaide
Adelaide
Adelaide
Sydney

19/11192
14/1/93
14/1/93
4/2193
As above
As above
1712/93

$438.00
$398.00
$398.00
$438.00
$438.00
$438.00
$398.00

The Russell
Venue nJk
As above

The Russell

$168.60

$564.50
$566.60
$566.60
$470.60
$470.60
$470.60
$566.60

Brisbane
Brisbane

$694.00
$694.00

Beaufort
Beaufort

$168.60
5674.40

$922.00
$1368.40

SCAG meeting
Leg. Sub-committee
MINFIN meeting

Sydney
Brisbane
Sydney

25/3/93
24/3/9328/3/93
6/5193
22/4/93
30/4/93

$398.00
$694.00
$398.00

Beaufort
TheRussell

Nil

$32.60
$32.60
$32.60

Nil

Nil

Nil

$32.60
$168.60
$168.60

3::
r

o

Il'

-<

CIJ

Z
Z

o~

~
rtj

I

Censorship
MlNCO meeting
MINFIN Meeting
SCAG Meeting
As above
MINCO Meeting
Friendly Society Sub
Committee
MINFIN meeting
NBFI

$126.50
$168.60

o
z

tTl

I

~

en

>
en

TRIP TOTAL

$430.60
$862.60
$566.60

c;
~

w
~

CHIEF PARLIAMENTARY COUNSEL'S OFFICE - 3/10/91 - 30/11/93

NAME

PURPOSE OF VISIT

DESTINATION

DATE

AlRFARE
S

RM. Armstrong

Meeting of
Parliamentary
Counsel's. (CIW,
States and Territoriesl

Sydney

4/12/92

Not known

Canberra

11- 1212193

NIK

..

..

..

..

--~~-

A

ACCOMMODATION
Place
Price

OmER
EXPENSES

TRIP TOTAL

Not known

Information not
available

$217

J
$217 plus airfare and
accommodation

I

An costs Incurred were In accordance wltb P.S. Determination!.

(;)

OFFICE OF VICTORIAN GOVERNMENT SOLICITOR

~
(I)
NAME

R Beasley

1. Ruddle

Hugh McArdle

H. McArdle
R. Madders

K. Gregory

PURPOSE OF VISIT

To attend conference of
Australian Government
Solicitors.
To attend a Court hearing
as an insrtucting solicitor.
To attend a court hearing
to instruct Counsel and
confer with witnesses.
To instruct Counsel at a
court hearing.p
To attend High Court
hearing as a Instructing
Solicitor
Attend training
seminar/conference.

DESTINATION

DATE

AlRFARE

ACCOMMODATION
Place
Price

OTHER
EXPENSES

TRIP TOTAL

$232.75
Oxford
Apartments

$30.00

$641.03

$527.70
The
Pavillion
Intercontinental Hotel.
Expense not claimed

$60.00

$918.94

$40.00

$518

-<

$378.28

112/933/2/93
101219311/2193

$331.24

Sydney

19/2/93

$438.00

N/A

$30.00

$468

Canberra

19/4/9322/4/93

$311.64

$527.20
Venue not known

$70.00

$597.20

17/6/93 20/6/93

$478.00

Holiday
Inn at
Menzies

$90.00

Canberra
Sydney

$478.00

=
t"'"

19/11/9220/11192

Canberra

~

$535.95

i

."
::3.

$1103.95

~CIJ

oZ
Z

§
~
~

I

i

Sydney

§

~
N
N

>
'0
2:

~

NAME
R Beasley

1. Ruddle
1.Ruddle
E. Mokas

L.Zass
H. McArdle

C.O'Bryne

PURPOSE or VISIT
To attend conference and
confer with CSNSW.
To attend High Court as
an instructina solicitor.
To attend High Court
hearin2.
To attend High Court
hearing as an instructing
solicitor.
As above
To attend High Court
hearing to instruct
Counsel and confer with
other Darties.
To attend High Court
hearin.R as a witness.

OTHER
EXPENSES

TRIP TOTAL

$30.00

$341.64

$337.20
The
Pavillion
$168.60
The
Pavillion
University $337.20
House

$60.00

$716.68

$60.00

$~95.30

$90.00

S762.36

ACCOMODATION
Place
Price
Not claimed

DESTINATION
Sydney

DATE
711/93

AIRFARE

Canberra

$319.48

Canberra

9/8/93·
1118/93
24f8l93·

Canberra

8/9-10/9/93

$335.16

Canberra

13/9-16/9193

$335.16

Intercontinental.
Not claimed

$110.00

$445.16

Sydney

4/10-5/10/93

$468.44

N/A

$40.00

S508.44

A1bury

17/11/93

$174.44

$311.64

$366.70

2~f8/93

'"r1
::l.

I

e':!

~

>

"0

2:

I

~

I

~

S174.44
$7791.14

TOTAL

>

Cl)
Cl)

~
to
~

NAME

PURPOSE OF VISIT

DESTINATION

K. Ettershank

Censorship

Sydney

1. Stone

Sydney

R Wortley

MINFIN cl MINCO
meetings
SCAG meeting

Darwin

K. Ettershank
A. Coletta
L. Maracca
S. Nish

Censorship mcctinK
FOI Conference
As above
SCAG Meeting

Sydney
Adelaide
Adelaide
Sydney

1. Birch
K. Ettershank
R Wortley
K. Ettershank
K. Ettershank
TOTAL

MlNCO meetin,Censonhi~ meeting
SCAG meeting
SCAG meetinR
Censorshi~ mcctinA

Adelaide
Sydney
Sydney
Sydney
Adelaide

DATE
20/5/9324/5/93
26/5193·
2815193
2216/93·
25/6/93
20n/93
2119193
21/9/93

9/9/931219/93
15/10/93
8/9/93
3/11/93

3/11/93
19/11193

AIRFARES
5458.00

ACCOMMODATION
Place
Price
The Russell
$~05.80

$398.00

The Russell ........ S337.20

$735.20

$1320.00

Melia Hotel

$1895.80

$398.00
$438.00
5438.00
$398.00

N/A

5438.00
$398.00
$526.00
$526.00
5414.00

Not known
S168.6O
Not known
S168.6O
Intercontinental $165.00
I'Continental $496.80

OTHER
EXPENSES

TRIP TOTAL
$963.80

.

$398.00
$775.20
$775.20
$735.20

I
I

$606.60
$566.60
$691.00
$661.20
$414.00
SI8,804.70

~

Z

§
~

I

I

The Grosvenor $337.20
As above
The Russell
$337.20

~

III

n

I

I

$575.80

;

t;;
~

OFFICE OF THE PUBLIC ADVOCATE

....

w

NAME

PURPOSE 011' VISIT

DESTINATION

DATE

B. Bodna

Conference on the
Abuse and Neglea of
Older Persons. Met
with QLD Council of

Brisbane

30/10/927/11/92

Sydney

24 -26/2/93

AlRll'ARE
S
$308.00

ACCOMMODATION
Place
Price
NO CLAIM
SUBMlITED FOR ANY
EXPENSES

OTHER
EXPENSES

~

TRIP TOTAL
$308.00

Carers

M. Montague

Projea work-Privacy
projea

$398.00

Reimbursed
byC/W

J. Hallenstein

"

J. Briton

B. Carter

L. Barnes

Govt.
As above

Sydney

"
"

Nationa1 Family Law
Court of Aust.
Conference. Delivered
aPaoer
Natic.na1 Guardianship
Confefence. Delivered
a Paper

Sydney

I -31111993

"

"

"

"

Sydney

$189.00

$365.00

28-

"

"

Nll..

ALL EXPENSES MET
BY COMMONWEALlH
GOVT.
$92.60. Venue not
$116.45
known

Nll..

Nil

$76.00

I

$458.05

~
>
en
en

$441.00

301111993

tT1

"

$318.00

"

$96.00. Venue not

$211.35

:s:

$685.35

~

r'"

known

"
J. Briton

ALL EXPENSES MET
BY COMMONWEALlH
GOVT.

"
"

$445.00

$48.00. Venue not

to(

$89.40

52414.80

AIRFARES

PURPOSE 011' VISIT

DESTINATION

DATE

G. Craven

To attend meeting

Canberra

14/12192

O. Craven

"

"

Adelaide

3/2-4/2/1993

G. Craven
O.Craven
TOTAL

"

To attend AttorneysGeneral meetinR
SCAO Meetina

.

$386.00
$225 cl

ACCOMMODATION
Place
Price
All other expenses met
by sponsoring committee
As above

OTHER
EXPENSES

Sydney

3111193

$574

Darwin

22/6/93

$1320.00

"TI

$386.00

:l.

$143.00

':!

>
"0

00
~

N
N

As above

$574.00

As above

$1320.00
$3023.00

rt1

TRIP TOTAL

$518 return

Z

( ')

--

CROWN COUNSEL

NAME

zrn
oZ

~

$582.40

known

TOTAL

E
o

~

~

'TJ
::l.

DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC PROSECUTIONS - 3/10/92 - 16/11193

00
Q)

~
N
N

NAME

PURPOSE OF VISIT

L. Cannody

To attend various
conferences,seminars,
courts and meetings
with other agencies.

B. Bongiomo

11

11

11

"

n

11

"

"

"

"

"

"

G Lawrence
N. Toohey
PTobin

"
n

..

"

..

..

DESTINATION

Sydney

..
"

..

"

5468.44
5441.00
$366.70
$394.94

5401.35
$337.20
$220.15
$1,738.17

..

..

B.Bongiomo

"

11

n

Sydney

11

"

n

11

n

n

M. Carter
B. Bongiomo
A. Bendelier
B. Bongiomo
K. Riven
N. Parkinson
N. Papas
R. Read

"

..

..

K. Riven

B. Bongiomo
TOTAL

~

..

11

"

11

11

..
..

..

..

"

"

..

"

.

..

"

"

11

.."

..
..
..

..

"

$87.11

Sydney
Adelaide
Canberra
Hobart

..

..
..
..

Place
$484.40

..
..

..

1. McAlpine

$243.04

$252.90
$795.47
$99.75
5740.60
5627.00
5361.20
$198.75
5h180.20
$385.60
5288.75

P. Tobin

L. Parker

EXPENSES

5436.10
$263.60
$391.40
$441.00
5575.26
5366.70
$366.70
$410.40
$385.00
NIK

"

n

N

NIK

"

..

11

S

$429.24

..

11

..

OTHER

$358.23
408.98
$985.13
$190.00
$190.00
NIK

..

..

ACCOMMODATIO

$233.24
$429.24
$429.24
$390.04
5390.04
$429.24

Adelaide
Sydney

"

"

AIRFARE

11

"

..

DATE

11

Sydney/ Adelaide
Brisbane
Canberra
Canberra
Hobart

>
2:

TRIP TOTAL

'0

-~

Price

$727.44.

$87.11 plus
ai rfa re
$591.47
$838.22
$1414.37
$580.04
$580.04
$429.24 plus
accommodation
$429.24 plus
accommodation
$689.00
$1059.07
5491.15
51181.60
$1202.26
$727.90
$565.45
$1590.60
$770.60
$288.75 plus
airfare
$869.79
$778.20
$586.85
$2133.11
SI8,611.50

I:;

c:::

.

>
en
en
I

AJI travel was properly approved for tbe purposes related to tbe operations of tbe Office. The Information sougbt "as not readily accessible.
No penoa accompanied at the elpeale of the Government.
11 Various Extraditions for tbe period totalled $ 50,158.04
11 Witness elpenses from 1/7/93 totalled $510.452.00. Tbls figure Indudes personal elpenscs. travellaterpreter costs and loss of Income Prior to tbat date elpenses
controlled by Courts.
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SOLICITOR-GENERAL - 3/10/92 - 3/12193
NAME

PURPOSE OF VISIT

DESTINAnON

DATE

AlRFARES

D. Graham, Q.C.

High Court
AnnMlnllnce
Conf. SolicitorsGeneral

Canberra

112-212193

Not known

Adelaide

21/3 - 2213/93

$540.00

Sydney

514- 6/411993

$574.00

Canberra

19/4- 2214/1993

Canberra

Sydney

"

..

"

..

It

It

..

..
..

"

..

..

..
..

"

"

..

"

'----

•

..

HighCowt
Appearance

..

"

..

..

..

Conf. with Solicitor
General
High Court
A

..

.

Conf of Solicitors
General.
Accompanied by wife
who travelled at her
own expense
High Court
Appearance (Paid by
State Revenue Office)
Conference of
Solicitors General

ACCOMMODATION
Place
Price
Not known

OTHER
EXPENSES
$77.32

TRIP TOTAL

$140.32

$954.44

9/8 - 1118/1993

$464.00

Not Known

$90.44 personal
eq>enses (inc in total
below
$309.28 personal
eq>enses( incl in total
below)
$154.44

$902.94

$464.00

Hindley Parkroyal Hotel
(Rate $145.00 x 2 nights)
ParkroyaJ
$238.50
Hotel (included in figure
shown below)
S460.50

18/8/1993

$.574.00

Canberra

9/9 - 10/91993

$464.00

5143.00

Canberra
AJice Springs

13/9 - 16/9/1993
3110 - 7/10/93

$464.00
51.176.00

$416.00
5625.00 (.5 X $125.00

$1233.78

522.80

$618.44 plus accommodation
5.596.80

$399.72

$1006.72

$366.27

$880.00
$2167.27

,0

>
tIl
tIl

~

=
~

PER NIGHT)
I

§
~

f:Il

~

Z

§
n

~

I

I

Canberra

15/11 •
16/1111993

Canberra

311211993

NOT

$464.00

PAID BY STATE

GOVERNMENT

$9.80

5473.80
.-

IN RESPECT OF ALL INTERSTATE TRAVEL UNDERTAKEN BY THE SOLICITOR GENERAL AND SHOWN HERE THERE WAS A TOTAL OF .7
NIGHTS ACCOMODATION AND INCLUSIVE OF ALL MEALS AND REFRESHMENTS FOR ALL TRAVEL UNDERTAKEN THE TOTAL EXPENSE
INCURRED WAS S2,968.08.

'Tl
:2.

a.

IN RESPECT OF ALL TRAVEL UNDERTAKEN TAXI FARES TOTALLED $397.37•

~

IV
IV

>

"0

2,;

i

'"r1
::2.

~N

COMMISSIONER FOR EQUAL OPPORTUNITY

N

>

"0

NAME

PURPOSE OF VISIT

Moim Rayner

Attendance at RIPAA
Perth IUld Sydney
National Conference.
Meeting with HREOC
Commissioners IUld
State Commissioners.
To attend meeting of
Canberra
Skillshare Funding
Committee of Review.
To attend meeting of
Canberra
Commonwealth,
Territory cl State Antidiscrimination
Comissioners and
Council for Aboriginal
Reconciliation. Met
with Minister, R.
Tickner, HREOC
Commisioners, State
Commisioners IUld
Aboriginal leaders and

.

11

H

"

"

.

DESTINATION

DATE

AIRFARES

ACCOMMODATION
Place
Prlce

OmER
EXPENSES

TRIP TOTAL

18 -

Paid by
organisers

YWCA

$431.55 travel
expense aUowlUlce for
Sydney accomrn.
only.

$524.15

23/11192

13/1 15/1/93

Paid for by
DEET

Paid for by DEET

2711/932811/93

$253.00

University
House

$92.60

$87.50

-2:~

Nil

Not claimed

$340.50

,0

I

>
en
en
I

i

~

0::1

~

Sydney

~

fIl

o2!
2

-~

n

fI1

bureacrats.

To attend meeting re:
Proposed National
Children's and Youth
Legal Centre.
Bicentennial Youth
Foundation. Met with
Board members.

~
~

1512193

Paid by
Foundation

Paid by Foundation

Nil

c;

......
w

c;

~

NAME
M. Rayner

.

"

11

11

DATE

DESTINATION

PURPOSE OF VISIT

FARES

Adelaide
To attend National
Child Protection
Council's Annual
Workshop-to present
paper on the rights of
children.
.. To attend meeting
Sydney
with new sex
Discrimination
Commissioners and
meeting of National
Children's and Youth
Law Centre. Met with
Sue WaJpole and other
NCYLC members.
..
Sydney
To attend launch of
Report on Children's
Rights, NCYLC
meeting.
Sydney
" To convene the first
meeting of the
NCYLCBoard
.. To attend conference, Canberra
Position of Indigenous
Peoples in National
Constitutions. met
with M.Johns, Mr
Tickner, Aboriginal
leaders and Aust
Constitutional
Centenary Foundation.
-

---

~

----- -----

AIR

4/3/93

Paid by
Council

23/3193

Paid by
NCYLC

ACCOMMODATION
Price
Place
Paid by Council

OTHER
EXPENSES

TRIP TOTAL

Nil

Nil

Paid by NCYLC

Nil

Nil
~

>
en

en

lTl

~

m
2714193

As above

"

~

Nil

Nil

11

~

~

oz

§n
f!)

18/5193

As above

"

Nil

Nil

11

I
i

4.(,/6/93

$189.00

.

$538.80

Not claimed

$349.S0
Canberra
RexHotel
Travel expense allowance
for accomlmea1s1
incidentals

d!

Q.

~
N

N

-

--

-

------

------- -----------

-

L - ._ _ _ _ _ _

-

>

1

!

~

0.

DESTINATION

NAME

PURPOSE OF VISIT

M. Rayner

Perth. Sydney
Launch of WiUde's
"Women cl Social
Security fraud" Curtin
University's
Consortium for Social
Policy Research and to
give address on
mandatory reporting.
Official opening of
NCYLC at Sydney
Law School. Met with
Crime Research
Centre at the
University ofW.A.
Author M. Wilkie,
Chief Justice ofW.A..
Prof. R. Han:IinR.
Sydney
Attendance at 1st
World Congress,
Family Law and
Children's Rights and
pvepapcr,
Specialisation Board
Meeting. Met with
Prof R. Cbisbolm,
C.Sidoti (ALRC). B.
8unIekin,Chicf
Justice Nicbol50D, Prof
B. Hoggctt, NSW Law
Society's
Specialisation Board,
Victorian Govt.
Solicitor.
To present paper to the Adclaide
National Early
Childhood Educators
Con!. Met with
conference members
including Archbishop
of Adelaide.

"

"

"

"

-

DATE
10/6 1516193

6f7193 9n193

AIR
FARES
$353.00
Majority
paid by
organisers
of Perth
Launch.l

ACCOMMODATION
Place
Price
Not claimed

$338.00

Not claimed

OTHER
EXPENSES
$442.00 inclusive of
meaJs and incidentals
as per P.S. allowance.

$430.00 inclusive of
meals and incidentals
as per P.S. Regs..
Conference fee of
5800 waived by law
Counctl of Aust.

TRIP TOTAL
$795.00

~

~

>

'0

2;

~

5768.00

~

(I)

~

=
~

~o
~

~

§n
tIJ

16nl93

Paid by ECE PaidbyECE

Not claimed

Nil

c;
-...l
VI

VJ

-.J
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PURPOSE or VISIT

NAME
M. Rayner

"
"

"

Jane Patrick

~-.

"

"

"

DESTlNAnON

Meeting of National
Sydney
Committee OD
Discrimination iD
Employment cl
Occupation as
representatives of Vict.
Govt. Met with
HREOC
Commissioners,
delegates for other
States and Territories,
B. Noaks.
Meet with HREOC re: Sydney
co-operative
anangemenls.
Speaking engagement, Hobart
labour, lawyers
Conferencc and
Employment
discrimination
clenterprisc
agreements. Met with
Michela Kirby,
Conferencc delegates
and sPC8kers.
Attendancc at Roma
Adelaide
Mitchell Oration. Met
with Children's
Interests Bureau staff,
Dame Roma Mitehell,
P. Holdsworthy,
Minister and others.
To discuss complaints Sydney
process and
jurisdictional issues
with S.Ellis, M. Lees
and others.

DATE
2718193

rARES

ACCOMMODAnON
Place
Price

$318.00

NIA

AIR

omER

TRIP TOTAL

EXPENSES
Not claimed

$318.00
I

I:)

I

8/9193

$234.00

N/A

Nil

I

1110 3/10193

Paid by
organisers

Not claimed

5130.00 (meals
and incidentals
claimed ONLy)

~

$234.00
$130.00

> :!
o

Cl'}
Cl'}

2!

~ o
IX'
2!
fI)

~

2!

§
n

~

8/10/93 10/10/93

5269.00

1618193

$189.00

.

Not claimed

Not claimed

5269.00

Nil

SSO.OO taxis

$239.00

'TI

::2.

~

~

>

"0

2:

~

"t1
::3.
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IV

>

~

2:

f
NAME

PURPOSE OF VISIT

DESTINATION

DATE

AIR
FARES

Jane Patrick

To attend Disablity
Discrimination Work
shop. Met with
persons from DDU.
Human and Equal
Opportunity Comm
and other state offices.

Sydney

2729/10/93

Paid by
HREOC

..

K.ONeill
K.ONeill

J.Monk

L. Mosso

JOTAL

..

National Conciliators
Conference. met with
conciliation staff from
other State E.O.C
National Conciliators
Conference. Met with
Conciliation staff from
all State Equal Opp.
Commissions
To attend National
Conciliators
Conference
--

--

-----

.

..

Adelaide

81919310/9193

ACCOMMODATIO
N
Place
Price
Hyde Park $371.20
Plaza
Travel expense
allowance for
Accomlmeals 1
IncidentaJs

..

11

Not
applicabe
(drove)

TRIP TOTAL

Included in allowance

$371.20

,0

o

..

Earl of
$388.75
Zetland Hotel

OTHER
EXPENSES

11

11

$371.20
$388.7S plus
allowance

Travel allowance as
per P.S Regs.

>

tIl

en

~

!Xl

J

Adelaide

8/910/9193

As above

Adelaide

--

-

-

-

-

-

--

N/A Drove.

Earl of
Zetland
Hotel

As above

As above

L-

$388.75

As above.

$388.75 plus
allowance

r

-<

~

~
C'Il
o
Z
Z

~

-

n

I

tt:I

As above

__________________ '--

$388.75 plus
allowance
-

S60§5.10

w
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W
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STATUTORY AUTHORITIES

00

LEGAL AID COMMISSION
NAME

PURPOSE OF VISIT

DESTINATION

DATE

AIRFARES

Director

Costing of
commitment seminar.
Organised by Directors
of Legal Aid clOlAFS

Sydney

4-5/12/92

DepDir.
Assignments
Special Projects
Officer
Finance Manager

"

"

"

"

"

"

4/121926/12/92
4/12/92

Brisbane

29110- 3/11192

$279.00

4- 6/11/92
28-2911193

$727.16
$727.15

$583.16
$220.15

$1310.32
$947.31

4-5/12/1992

$370.44

5190.00

$560.44

Director
Director of
Regional Offices
Special Projects
Officer

Director
Dep Dir. Family
Law

Time Recording
meeting. Meeting with
working party
convened by Directors.
National Family Law
Stretegy Conference.
meeting convened by
Commission Directors.
Director's Meeting
Simplification of
Procedures meeting

CLECo-ord.

Legal needs

Director of Family
Law

CLEOfficer

I

Finance Directors
meeting
Directors meeting
Office Systems Project

DepDir. Education and
Information Div.

Conference
National Community
Legal Education
meetinK
National Media Policy
meeting

"

"

"

"

Adelaide

ACCOMMODATION
Place
Price

$390.04

TRAVEL
ALLOWANCE
$303.91

$696.95

$390.04

$168.60

$558.64

$429.24

$32.60

$461.84

TRIP TOTAL

10

$279.00

>

Cl)
Cl)

ITl

~

ttI

r

-<

Brisbane

$675.22

23-2612193

$367.35

$1042.83

10-1213/93
30/6193

"

11/6193

Brisbane

11171817/1993

Hobart

$441.00
$403.76.
Reimbursed
byOLAFS
$403.76

$568.83
$32.60. Reimbursed by
OlAFS

$1009.83
$436.36

$32.60

436.36

~595.84.

Re-imbursed
byOLAFS
$364.00

1-417193

$595.84

."
:::I.

Q.

$596.75

'::.
~

>

-

----

-----

-
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-
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§
~

Cl!

$232.75

o

33

(")
I

Adelaide
Sydney

g

'0

....2:
:g

'T1

::I.
Q..

NAME
Director- Family
Law
ISU Manger
H.R. Manager

PURPOSE OF VISIT
Family law Strategy
meeting
Technical review
Committee
Conference

DESTINATION

DATE
30/6-217/1993

$468.44

Brisbane

May 1993

$633.08

$202.60

$835.68

Sydney

5403.76

$557.35

$961.11

$326.00.
Reimbursed
byOMA
5641.25

$9.80. Reimbirsed by
OMA

$338.50

59.80

12-13/8/93
9-1119/93

$319.48
reimbursed
byOMA
$454.10
$391.40

$298.12
401.35

5752.22
5792.75

26-30/9/93

$398.00

$704.55

$1102.55

Legal Needs Steering
Committee meeting

Canberra

Program Advisor
CLCFunding
CLEOfficer

National CLE Conf.

Brisbane

12-1817/93

National audit of CLE
run by MulticuJturaJ
Affairs
Directors'meeting
2 meetings

Sydney

2317/93

Aust Le~al Convention

Hobart

Director. Family
Law
CLE CO-ordinator
Director
Program AdvisorCLC funding
Dep Dir Family
Law
Solicitor. Crim
Law
Co~rd. CLE
TOTAL

~

Sydney

CLE Officer

ISUManager

ACCOMMODATION
Place
Price

TRAVEL
ALLOWANCE
$367.35

1817/932117193
717193

Director
Program Advisor
CLEFunding
ActingDirector-Ed
clInfoDiv.
Dep Director
CLE Officer

AIRFARES

11
11

TRIP TOTAL
$835.79

~

>

'0

2:

~

$641.25
$9.80

t:J

>

VI
VI

~

OJ

Conference
National Legal Needs
meeting-Multicu1turaJ
Affairs
Technical Review
Committee meeting
Family Law Strategy
meeting
National audit of CLE
Direlors' meeting
OLAFS meeting
Simplification of
Procedures meeting
Seminar
Legal Needs Steering
Committee

Hobart
Canberra

1/10-3/10/93
26/10/93

5423.36
$309.70
reimbursed

$337.20
$9.80

$760.56
$9.80

Brisbane

$577.60

$232.75

5810.35

Canberra

19/10/9320/10/93
24-27/10/93

356.00

$535.95

$891.95

Sydney

4/11/93

59.80

59.80

Canberra

4-5/11/93
25-26/11/93

$422.75
reimbursed
$338.20
$378.28

$349.18
5202.60

$687.33
$580.88

.

$348.88

$32.60

$381.48

$339.08

$32.60

5371.68

$339.08

$32.60

$371.68

11

11

18/11/93

"

2114/93

11

2814/93
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VICTORIAN FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS COMMISSION - 1/10/92 - 31/10/93
NAME

PURPOSE OF VISIT

DESTINATION

DATE

AIRFARES

ACCOMMODATION
Place
Price

J. Gilbert

Meeting at ARC with
D. Knott cl G.

Brisbane

12-13/10/93

$890

Heritage

NIK

$890.00

Sydney

10-11/10/93

$478

Shemton

NIK

$478.00

Brisbane
Sydney

10/9/93
28n193

$816
S574

Brisbane
Sydney

"

16nl93
Inl93
30/6/93-ln

$816
S526
$574

Hobart

22/6/93

$518

M. Hodges
B. Parker

Meeting with F.
Caswell re:
examinations
Training SAOPS staff
Inspection

Adelaide
Sydney

22-23/6/1993
23/5291511993

B.Omizzolo

"

"

"

J. Gilbert

Meeting with
FINCOM
Meeting with Mr. A.
Reyment
ICC meeting
ICClQOFSIARC
meetings
ICCMeeting

OTHER
EXPENSES

TRIP TOTAL

Carmichea1
A. Sarsfield
A. Thorp-Hincks

J. Gilbert
A. Sarsfield
F. Pietersc
J. Gilbert

J. Gilbert

G. Sutherland

J. Gilbert
F. Pieterse
D. LaFrancru

J. Gilbert

Legal Issues Group
Meeting
ARC Meeting
Fincom CE Interview
Panel
ARC Legislation
ICC meeting

"

"

J. Gilbert

AAPBS annual
seminar
Training-AlC
Conferences
NBR Conferences

J. Sambel

"

M. Hodges

, A. Sarsfteld

Training

"

$67.05 taxi
hire

Novotel

$170

$36.55 taxi
hire

$816.00
$641.05
S816.00
$526.00
$780.55

I:)

$518.00

>
en
$450
$338

The Terrace $140
$526.50.
Waldorf

"

$338

Waldorf

$526.50

"

13-14/5193

$574

Novotel

$165

Brisbane

6-7/5/1993

$890

Hilton

"

5-6/5/1993
5-7/5/1993

$890
$890

Gateway Hotel

"

5-9/5/1993

$890

"

29/4/93

$574

20/4/2114/1993
1814-20/4/93

$238

"
BrisbanclGold
Coast
Sydney

"

"
"
"

"
13/414/4/1993

Gazebo

$258.05

$590.00
$1,122.55

$198.00
$33 taxis
$33.00 taxis

$1095.50

NIK

$87.70 taxis

$977.70

NIK

##31.30 taxis

$921.30
$890.00

$49.70 taxis

$939.70

$57.40 taxis

$651.40

$159

~

$85.60 taxis
Sheraton

$180

$40.95 taxis

$659.60
$574.00
$608.95
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$574
S574
$388

~
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$758.00

$397.00
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VICTORIAN FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS COMMITTEE (cont)

N

N

»
"0
NAME

PURPOSE OF VISIT

DESTINATION

DATE

AIRJlARES

1. Gilbert

Meeting with
FINCOM
AlCUM Seminar

"

10/3/93

$574

Albury

"

"

213-4/3/1993
28/2-3/3/1993
28/2-213/1993
1012/1993

A. Rouse
F. Pieterse
1. Gilbert

"

"

"

Meeting

Canberra

B. Hamley
F. Pieterse

"
Interstate Consultative
Committee Meeting

"

1. Gilbert
A. Sarsfield

11

"

"
"

Aust PkMont

$444
$414

"

"

"

27/1-

$378
$138

291111993

OTHER
EXPENSES
$74.10 taxi
hire

$50

"

11

"

11

$444

"
27/128/111993

Adelaide

ACCOMMODATION
Place
Price

$43.10 taxi and
car hire
The Terrace

$120.00

The Terrace
The Terrace
$120.00

SI20.00

$50.00
$50.00
$50.00
$487.10
$444.00
$534.00

$45 car hire
S30.00 taxi
hire

Sydney

22/111993

$359

I. Maclachlan
G. Sutherland

"

"

"

"

21112/92

$359
$300

"

10/1211112192

$438

Hyde Park Plaza $135.00

$573.00

$478
$329
$398

Hyde Park Plaza $135.00
$180
Sheraton
Regent
$400

$613.00
$556.65
$1047.60

The PavilJion $155.00

1. Gilbert

"

"

"
"

1. Gilbert

Aust Friendly Societies
Meeting

Canberra

3/12-4/12/93

$386

"

ICCmeeting
ICCMeeting
CU Conference

Sy_dney

10/11/92

"

"

Hamilton
IslandlBrisbane
Brisbane

3/11-5/11193

S478
$478
$1112

14/10-

NIK

G. Sutherland

Meeting with Mr.
Reyrnentof QLD
Treasury

»

Cl)
Cl)

$359.00

"

15/10/92
-

$24.30 taxis

3:

$383.30
$300.00

0:1
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NBR meetings
NBR Conference

F. Pieterse
1. Gilbert

~

~
(T1

"
8/12-9/12/92
6/12-8/12192

F. Pieterse
A. Sarsfield
A. Rowan

o

$543.00
$288.00

Meeting with building
society
Meeting with Registrar
for Friendly Societies
Interstae Consultative
Committee meeting

i

$648.10

S. Glenfield

"

2:

TRIP TOTAL

Hamilton Island Resort
$33.75
Hillon

$47.65 taxis
$249.60 taxis,
meals
incidentals
$45.90 meaJs
$96.80 car and
taxi hire
$36.75 taxis
$39.55 taxis
$45.10 taxi
hire
$92.00 taxi
hire

I

$528.70

$514.75
$517.55
$1190.85

I

$92.00 plus
airfare
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STATE ELECTORAL OFFICE 3/10/91- 16/11/93

or VISIT

DESTINATION

NAME

PURPOSE

Dr. G. Lyons,
Electoral
Commissioner &,
Mr C. Barry, Dep.
Electoral Comm.

Sydney
Annual Conf. of
Senior Aust Electoral
Officials.
Conferenceinvolves
meeting blw senior
electoral officials from
Aust Electoral Comm.,
P.N.G and N.Z.
Addressed current
issues facing electoral
administrations.
Perth
To attend meeting to
establish Aust Joint
Roll Council and to
observe conduct of
W.Aust State Election.
Reps of each electoral
adrnJn observed the
conduct of the W.A
State ElectioD.
To attend 2nd meeting Canbena
of Aust Joint Roll
Council and observe
conduct of federal
Election. Electoral
Commissioners and
Chief electoral Officers
of C/W and every State
met to discuss electoral
roll management
issues.
Sydney
To discuss electronic
roll scanning for future
Victorian eJections
with TCG Inf. Systems
(scanning suppliers)

As Above

As above

C. Barry. Deputy
Electoral
Commissioner

DATE

AIRF'ARES

ACCOMMODATION
Price
Place

2-4/12/92

Total
$936.88

Mamot
Hotel

4/2 - 6/2/1993

$1,838.48
total

Quality Langley Hotel
Total $1,264.50
inclusive of meals and
all other expenses

$918.38

OTHER
EXPENSES

TRIP TOTAL

$15.50

$1870.76

$65

$3167.98
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1213-14/3/1993

24/3/93 '

$756.56
total

RexHotel

$468.44

Nil

Canbena

$843
allinc

$101.50

$1701.06

$24.15

$492.59
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STA TE ELECTORAL OFFICE (cont)
'Tl
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NAME

PURPOSE OF VISIT

DESTINATION

DATE

AIRFARES

DrG. Lyons

To participate on
interview panel for
position of Excc Sce.
Aust Joint RoD
Council. Six
interviews conducted.
To attend meeting of
Aust Joint Roll
Council.

Canberra

2718/93

$366.70

As above

ACCOMMODATION
Place
Price
Nil

OTHER
EXPENSES
$9.S0

TRIP TOTAL

tv

>

$376.20

"0

2:

~
Canberra

2-3/9/1993

$378.28

Pavilion Hotel

$53

$831.41

$400.13 inclusive of

meals and other
~xpenses

TOTAL

$8440

,:;

ESTATE AGENTS BOARD - 3/10/92 - 16/11193

>
en

NAME

PURPOSE OF VISIT

DESTINATION

DATE

AlRFARES

John Richards

National Licensing
Conference

Sydney

3/12192

$390.04

WiUiamSage
SueCoben
Neil Dalton

"
"

"

Royal Inst. of PubUc
Admin. Conference
Visit to Commercial
Tribunal
National Aooouotants
Conference
National Real Estate
ReKSitrar's Meeting
Real Estate lost. of
Tasmania. Com.

"

"

"

"

"

"

"

Rod Stokes

"

"
"
"

Christine Nigro

"

LynnKirk
Neil Dalton

Mutual recognition
R/Estate Service
Council
REISA Conference

John Baker -Smith
TOTAL

"

"

ACCOMMODATION
Place
Price
Sheraton
$149.00

en

OTHER EXPENSES

TRIP TOTAL

$63.00

$602.04

"

1 -4/12/92

" "

"

"

" " "
" " "

" "
" "

"

"
"

Perth

18-22/1192

$468.44

Sheraton

"

$298.00
$447.00
$447.00
$500.00

556.30
$54.20
131.00

$744.34
$891.24
$1166.59
$1302.34

$429.S5
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I

Adelaide

19 -20/4/93

NIK.

Hobart

26 - 291"93

5302.82

Brisbane

9 -12/6/93

$527.24

Grosvenor
$85.00
Hotel
Innkeepers
$297.00
Lenna of Hobart
Gazebo Hotel 5160.00

$333.90

5215.15

I

i

$328.00

$927.81

$456.93

51144.17

I
I

I
I

Hobart

23 -27/6/93

$204.82

Hobart

" "

$263.62

Brisbane
Sydney

11-12111/93
12n193

5627.20
$311.64

Ml. Gambler

28-29n193

NlA

"

Westside
Hotel
Westside
Hotel.

$320.00

$327.20

5852.02

$320.00

$319.50

5903.11

$198.75

$494
$120.15

$1319.95
5431.79

$59.00

$36.20

59S.20
510.705.77

N/A
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STATE TRUST CORPO RATIO N OF VICTORIA - 3/10/91-16111/93
NAME

PURPOSE OF VISIT

DESTINATION

DATE

AlRPARES

B. Pyke- ManagerSales &
Devlopment
P. ScholemGeneral ManagerBusiness Services

Aust Public Trustees
Marketing Conference

Hobart

Feb. 1993

S503

Sydney

Dec 1992

S423

Adelaide

March 1993

$185

NolaKimGeneral Manager Corporate
Information
Services
L. Larke-General
ManagerCorporate
Information
Services
B. Davis, Manager
Taxation Services
D. Turco, Systems
Administrator Info
Services

World's Best practice
Conference covering
Total Quality
management Practices
Visit to Public trust
Office of South
Australia.
establishment of
Equity Common Fund
GCS Computer User
GroupConf

Trustee Companies
Assoc -Taxation Conf.
Assessment of possible
standby computer
equip for purposes of
disaster recovery.
Trustee Companies
B. CarmodyManaJdng Director AssocConf
Required as part of
R Muir- Trust
admin of a Deceased
Officer Deceased
Estate client.
Estates
B. Pyke- Manager- Aust Public Trustees
Marketing Conference.
Sales and
Development
Trustee Companies
B. Carrnody
Managing Director Assoc Cont, and visit
to Public Trust Office
ofSth Aust.
TOTAL

ACCOMMODATION
Price
Place
S164

OTHER
EXPENSES

TRIP TOTAL
1

5667

I
$423

$356

I

$541
I:)

Sydney

Marcb 1993

$421

$148

$569

>
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~

$589

Adelaide

April 1993

$589

Sydney, Hobart

July 1993

$751

$223

$974

Sydney

July 1993

$302

$289

$591

..

July 1993

$454

Brisbane

Sept 1993

$705

I

$894

$728

$1138

'"r1

::1.

Adelaide

<>et 1993

$410

Q.
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56840
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$454

$189
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