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The SPEAKER (Hon. J. E. Oelzoppo) took the chair
at 10.05 a.m. and read the prayer.

AUDITOR-GENERAL
Special report no. 30
The SPEAKER presented special report no. 30 on
grants and subsidies to non-government
organisations.
Laid on table.
Ordered to be printed.

PAPERS
Laid on table by Oerk:
Statutory Rule under the following Acts:
Magistrates' Court Act 1989 - S.R. No. 31
Wildlife Act 1975 - S.R. No. 30
Wildlife Act 1975 - Notice of closure to areas to hunting
pursuant to section 86.

JOINT SITI1NG OF PARLIAMENT
University of Ballarat
Victoria University of Technology
The SPEAKER - Order! I have received the
following communication from the Minister for
Tertiary Education and Training:
Dear Speaker,
Section 7(2)(9) of the University of Ballarat Act 1993
provides for the council of the university to include:
three persons appointed by the Governor in
Council who are members of the Parliament of
Victoria recommended for appointment by a joint
sitting of the members of the Legislative Council
and Legislative Assembly conducted in accordance
with rules adopted for the purpose by the
members present at the sitting.

Section 8(1) of the act provides that the term of such
appointment shaU be for three years.
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The university commenced operation on 1 January 1994
and I would be grateful if you would arrange as soon
as possible for a joint sitting at which members could
be recommended for appointment according to this
provision.
Yours sincerely
HAOOON STOREY, QC, MLC
Minister for Tertiary Education and Training

I have received another letter from the Minister for
Tertiary Education and Training, which reads as
follows:
Dear Speaker,
Section 7(2)(J) of the Victoria University of Technology
Act 1990 provides for the council of the university to
include:
three persons appointed by the Governor in
Council who are members of the Parliament of
Victoria recommended for appointment by a joint
sitting of the members of the Legislative Council
and Legislative Assembly conducted in accordance
with rules adopted for the purpose by the
members present at the sitting.
Section 8(1) of the act provides that the term of such
appointment shall be for three years.
The Hon. Joan Kimer, MP, was appointed to the
Council of Victoria University of Technology for a
three-year term from 1 July 1993 to 30 June 1996.
Mrs Kimer has submitted her resignation from the
council to the chancellor of the university, creating a
casual vacancy in this position.
I would be grateful if you would arrange as soon as
possible for a joint sitting at which a member of the
Parliament could be recommended for appointment to
the Victoria University of Technology Council under
this provision. The appointment would be until 30 June
1996 to fill the casual vacancy created by the
resignation of Mrs lGrner.
Yours sincerely
HADDON STOREY, QC, MLC
Minister for Tertiary Education and Training

Mr GUDE (Minister for Industry and
Employment) - By leave, I move:
That this house meets the Legislative Council for the
purpose of sitting and voting together to choose three
members of Parliament to be recommended for
appointment to the Council of the University of Ballarat
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and one member of Parliament to be recommended for
appointment to the Victoria University of Technology
Council and proposes that the time and place of such
meeting be the Legislative Assembly Chamber on
Tuesday, 19 April 1994 at 6 p.m.
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Mr HAERMEYER (Yan Yean) - It is interesting
that the government views this matter with a degree
of frivolity because it is indeed a serious matter
which affects issues of propriety in government and
the rights of business people to get on with their
business unhindered by political interference.

Motion agreed to.
Ordered that message be sent to Council
acquainting them with resolution.

ffiGHWAY SERVICE CENTRES
Mr HAERMEYER (Yan Yean) - I wish to move
the adjournment of the house for the purpose of
discussing a definite matter of urgent public
importance -namely, the failure of the government
to announce a dear and impartial policy for the
granting of pennits in relation to highway service
centres.

Required number of members rose indicating
approval of motion being put.
Mr HAERMEYER (Yan Yean) - I move:
That the house do now adjourn.

The motion concerns this government's attitude to
the issue of pennits for service centres on highways
within Victoria, but specifically service centres along
the Hume Highway. I note that the Minister for
Roads and Ports - Mr BROWN (Minister for Public Transport) On a point of order, Mr Speaker, this matter is the
province of my colleague in the other place the
Minister for Roads and Ports. I am that minister's
representative in this place, and the opposition
spokesman for roads and ports is the honourable
member for Morwell. I seek clarification as to why a
person other than the appropriate spokesman is
raising this matter.
The SPEAKER - Order! There is no point of
order. Any honourable member may move a
motion; it is his or her right.
Mr HONEYWOOD (Warrandyte) - On a further
point of order, Mr Speaker, as the opposition does
not believe in highways or freeways, I do not

see-The SPEAKER - Order! There is no point of
order. The Chair takes a dim view of such points of
order.

The matter I raise points to the fact that this
government is dealing with truck stops or service
centres along the Hume Highway in a duplicitous
manner and it is treating certain people in relation to
such truck stops or service centres in different ways,
depending on whether they happen to have
connections in the government.
This morning I will demonstrate that the Deputy
Premier of this state, with the assistance of the
Minister for Roads and Ports in another place, has,
firstly, improperly interfered with the planning
processes as they apply to the establishment of
service centres along the Hume Highway to assist a
company by the name of Gallant Ridge Pty Ltd, in
which members and supporters of the government
parties, shady business associates, a Xavier College
classmate of the Deputy Premier and an in-law of
the Minister for Health have a beneficial interest.
Secondly, the ministers have pressured and
attempted to intimidate councillors of the Shire of
Euroa into granting a pennit - Mr BROWN (Minister for Public Transport) On a point of order, Mr Speaker, it is a
long-established tradition in this house that
members are not allowed to read their speeches. It is
very clear that from the moment the honourable
member for Yan Yean began his contribution he has
done nothing but read his speech in its entirety. The
standing orders of this house provide that members
cannot read speeches, and the honourable member
should be directed accordingly.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr J. F. McGrath) Order! At this stage the Chair does not uphold the
point of order. However, I restate the long-held
policy and tradition of this place that speeches are
not read. Members are pennitted to refer to copious
notes but, apart from honourable members who are
making their inaugural speeches, it is a tradition that
speeches are not read. I remind all honourable
members of that long-held tradition.
Mr HAERMEYER (Yan Yean) -Secondly, I will
demonstrate that the Deputy Premier, with the
assistance of the Minister for Roads and Ports, has
pressured and attempted to intimidate the council of
the Shire of Euroa to grant a permit to Gallant Ridge
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Pty Ltd to build a service facility near the northern
interchange of the Hume Freeway at Euroa knowing
that a plaruting application by the company for such
permit is not supported by the shire or by local
business and was rejected by the Administrative
Appeals Tribunal in 1993.
Thirdly, I will demonstrate that such interference is
totally inconsistent with the attitude adopted to date
by the government on an application by a
Mr Richard Hill to establish a similar service centre
on land he owns near the Seymour interchange of
the Hume Freeway. I will show that the free ride the
Deputy Premier and the Minister for Roads and
Ports have offered Gallant Ridge Pty Ltd is not
reflected in the treatment of Mr Richard Hill of
Seymour who, despite having the support of and a
permit from the Shire of Seymour, has been
obstructed at every opportunity in his attempts to
establish a similar truck-stop service centre near the
southern interchange of the Hume Freeway.
Mr Hill does not have the same connections with the
government that the people holding beneficial
interests in Gallant Ridge Pty Ltd seem to have.
Although the government preaches small business
and free enterprise, it seems that the only people
who are able to deal with the government are the
political insiders, relatives, business partners,
political accomplices and financial donors of the
government.
A Seymour businessman, Mr Richard Hill, has for a
long time been fighting a battle with VicRoads to
establish a service centre on the Hume Freeway on a
site that is currently occupied by the Seymour
drive-in. An article by Wayne Jones published in the
Sunday Herald Sun of 20 March states:
Richard Hill will have his house sold from under him
after losing his battle with the state government to
build a $15 million 'truck city' on the Hume Freeway at
Seymour.
The land was sold to Mc Hill and his wife by VicRoads
in 1985 and the authority, then eager for the
development to go ahead, issued plans for an entry and
exit ramp from the freeway to the proposed service
centre.
But VicRoads withdrew support for the proposal,
leaving the Hills with debts of more than $1.5 million.
For eight years, Mc Hill has battled bureaucracy, four
roads ministers, four premiers and countless VicRoads
officials.
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This week the battle was finally lost when his bankers
indicated they would wind up his drive-in theatre
business and sell his home and possessions to payout
the $1.5 million loan he took on the land and the costs
of developing the centre.

The State Ombudsman investigated Mc Hill's
complaint in 1991 and supported his case.
But VicRoads refused to re-enter negotiations with
Mc Hill, despite many requests from the Ombudsman's
office.
Mc Hill expects to lose his business and home next

week.

Leaving aside for the moment the issue of why
VicRoads sold Mr Hill the site and invited him to
develop the service centre proposal in the first place,
the main reason for VicRoads frustrating the
development proposed by Mr Hill is a policy that
purports to disallow freeway service centres within
2 kilometres of freeway entrance and exit ramps.
A letter dated 10 June 1993 to the former
Ombudsman, Mr Geschke, from VicRoads states:
The 2-kilometre distance mentioned is a federal
requirement for national highways, which applies to
both the Hume and Western freeways ... The selection
criteria in the information brochure mentions the
I-kilometre clearance because on the Western Freeway
2 kilometres may not be achievable and in that case it
would be necessary to negotiate with the federal
department for a clearance of less than 2 kilometres.

If VicRoads has a policy of disallowing truck stops
or service centres on sites that are within
2 kilometres of freeway interchanges, that policy
must be applied uniformly and without favour. Yet
although Mr Hill was told that his site did not
qualify for a proposed truck-stop service centre,
Gallant Ridge Pty Ltd has proposed a similar
development at Euroa virtually right on the
outbound lane of the northern Euroa interchange
with the Hume Freeway. The proposed Gallant
Ridge truck-stop service centre is no further away
from the nearest interchange than the property
owned by Mr Hill and while that proposal seems to
have the active support of the government Mr Hill's
proposal seems to have its active opposition. The
2-kilometre policy seems to apply to Mr Hill but not
to Gallant Ridge.
The Deputy Premier and the Minister for Roads and
Ports seem to have been actively lobbying for the
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Gallant Ridge proposal yet are content to allow
Mr Hill, a small businessman with none of the
political connections of Gallant Ridge, to lose his
dream, his livelihood and everything he has built up
over many years. What hope does Mr Hill have?
I visited Euroa on this matter last year and spoke to
a number of councillors and other individuals in the
town. Some Euroa shire councillors have
complained that late last year the Deputy Premier
and the Minister for Roads and Ports attended a
meeting of the council to lobby for and actively
pressure the council to support the development
It is fairly extraordinary that both the Deputy
Premier and the Minister for Roads and Ports should
attend a council meeting on a proposal of this
nature. It is true that the proposed location of the
Gallant Ridge proposal is within the Deputy
Premier's electorate, but given that it has been
difficult for anyone to dislodge the Minister for
Roads and Ports from his office since he was
appointed, it is strange that he can suddenly find
time to attend a meeting of the Euroa shire council.
A number of councillors complained that they felt
they were being pressured, that the whole meeting
with the two ministers was set up in an attempt to
pressure the council into supporting the
development. That the Deputy Premier should
pressure a municipal council on behalf of his
political mates is totally unconscionable, but it seems
to fit the way the government does business. Jeff Air,
KNF Advertising and the way shares were issued in
the Crown Casino project are some of a whole series
of events that show that unless you are a mate of the
government in Victoria you have no role in business.
It is interesting to note that only 4 of 12 councillors

were eligible to vote on the proposal. The remainder
were ineligible because they had declared a
pecuniary interest in the development Some had
shares in Gallant Ridge Pty Ltd while others owned
businesses that could have been adversely affected
by the proposal. Because they considered that their
impartiality may have been affected they chose not
to vote on the issue. It is extraordinary that only four
members of a council were eligible to vote on this
matter.
The people of the township of Euroa, other than
those who had shares in Gallant Ridge,
overwhelmingly oppose the company's proposal.
The proposed development betrayed the
undertakings given to the people of Euroa when the
government first committed itself to the bypass.
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They were told that Euroa would become a rest and
service town, which meant that people travelling
along the highway who sought accommodation,
refreshments or fuel for their motor vehicles could
leave the highway and use the facilities already
existing in the township of Euroa. The Gallant Ridge
proposal would rob the Euroa township of a large
portion of that passing trade. It has been suggested
that perhaps 60 per cent of the passing trade
travelling south along the Hume Freeway would be
lost to the Euroa township.

The township of Euroa has a large number of small
businesses. This government always talks about
what it is doing for small business. In this case it will
drive a number of small businesses to the wall if the
proposal to build a service centre at the Euroa
interchange goes ahead. People who own hotels,
restaurants, service stations, accommodation houses
and motels will all be adversely affected. Many of
the Sinney Street traders argue that their businesses
already operate on a marginal basis and that it is
only the passing trade coming off the freeway that
makes their businesses and the township viable. If
that passing trade is taken away and the people stop
coming, what will happen to Euroa? It will become a
ghost town. I should have thought that is totally
contrary to the protestations and mouthings of the
government, particularly of its National Party
members.
Mr A. F. Plowman - What is the main street of
Euroa?
Mr HAERMEYER - Sinney Street.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER - Order! The
honourable member for Benambra is out of order. If
he wishes to take the call a t the appropria te time I
will give him that opportunity.
Mr HAERMEYER - I assure the honourable
member for Benambra that I am familiar with the
layout of Euroa. I also assure him that the local
traders have a very good idea - far better than he
would have - of what is in the interests of their
businesses and the town.

Notwithstanding the fact that the Shire of Euroa
remains opposed to the development, the
government seems to have decided that the proposal
will go ahead. Although the proposal had not been
approved by the shire, a press release of 3 January
issued by the Minister for Planning announces that a
service centre will be built near the Tallarook
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weighbridge on the Hume Highway. Towards the
end of that press release he states:
The centre forms part of the 1988 Hume Freeway

service centre strategy, which includes developing
service centres along the Hume at Kalkallo, Seymour,
Euroa, Glenrowan and Wodonga.
The Glenrowan centre was completed in 1991 and
plans are under way to build the next centre at Euroa.

It seems that this may already be a fait accompli. The
government appears to have made up its mind on
the issue, despite the fact that in December last year
and again in February of this year the Minister for
Roads and Ports gave assurances that the policy on
service centres on freeways was not yet finalised and
that an announcement would be forthcoming
shortly.
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Perhaps the government intends using a reference to
the Local Government Board to dismiss the council
and have the decision in favour of the development
made by an administrator. One must ask why
Mr Hill is being discriminated against and why
Gallant Ridge is able to attract such an Wlusual
degree of high-ranking interest in its success. The
answer becomes clearer if one considers who are the
people holding beneficial interests in Gallant Ridge.
Firstly, one of the directors is a Mr Frederick John
Stringer, a prominent member of the Uberal Party
branch in Euroa and an immediate past shire
president. Another is Mr John Sullivan, a holder of
25 000 shares in the company, a Euroa councillor
and prominent member of the Euroa branch of the
Uberal Party. A third is Mr Michael Tehan, a former
classmate of the Deputy Premier at Xavier College
and a relative by marriage of the Minister for Health.

Honourable members interjecting.
The opposition waited for the announcement last
year but nothing was heard during the spring
parliamentary session. In February the government
announced that over the next few weeks
advertisements would be placed seeking expressions
of interest. Nothing has happened. We have not
heard one word about the proposal.

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr HAERMEYER - Despite the fact that the
Euroa shire council opposed a permit for the
proposal and that its position was upheld by the
Administrative Appeals Tribunal, the minister's
statement - -

Government members interjecting.
The DEPUfY SPEAKER - Order! Honourable
members on the government benches will get an
opportunity to refute the arguments put forward by
the honourable member, if that is their wish. Until
then I ask them to contain their interjections and
allow the honourable member to put forward his
argument in relative silence.
Mr HAERMEYER - The minister's statement
appears to indicate that the government is
determined to call in the matter and override the
council to give the project the all dear, contrary to
the wishes of local residents and the council. It could
hardly be argued that this development qualifies as
something of statewide Significance. It is a proposal
for a service centre on a freeway. It is not a casino,
an arts centre or an airport.

Mr McNAMARA (Minister for Police and
Emergency Services) - On a point of order,
Mr Deputy Speaker, I point out that unless
I matriculated before I reached double figures
Michael Tehan was certainly not a classmate of mine.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER - Order! There is no
point of order.
Mr HAERMEYER (Yan Yean) - There is also
Cr Ewen Cameron, a former federal Uberal member
for Indi, who was one of the councillors who failed
to vote on the issue, declaring that his wife had a
peamiary interest in the matter. It seems that
Gallant Ridge has some strong political connections.
There is a strong connection of mateship in existence.
Mr Brown - Not with the National Party. They
are all connected with the Uberal Party!
Mr HAERMEYER - Are members of the
National Party going to cross the floor?
The DEPUTY SPEAKER - Order! The Minister
for Public Transport will get his call at the
appropriate time.
Mr HAERMEYER - I thought the National Party
and the Liberal Party were members of the one
government. Are you saying that is not the case?
Mr Weideman interjected.
Mr HAERMEYER - The people who control
Gallant Ridge Pty Lld have some dubious political
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links. For example, Mr Sofra is a person who can be
described as a prominent Shepparton business
identity.
Mr McNamara - He is a barrister and solicitor.
Mr HAERMEYER - Does that make him
untouchable? Mr Sofra was implicated in the
Goulbum Valley hotel bombing in the early 1980s.
Mr Rex Piastri has a penchant for inviting people to
invest their hard-earned money in companies that
subsequently go broke.
Mr Weideman interjected.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER - Order! The
honourable member for Frankston is being a pain. I
ask him to be quiet.
Mr HAERMEYER - Mr Piastri then reacquires
the same companies at a much reduced price. Under
the Kennett government cronyism and corruption
are the order of the day. To do business in the state
of Victoria you have to be a relative, a mate, a school
chum, an associate or a crony of the Premier, the
Deputy Premier or a member of the government.
The circumstances surrounding the proposal are
extremely unusual and, I suggest, improper. Mr Hill
is a small businessman who wants to invest his life
savings to build assets. With the support of the
Seymour council he wants to establish a service
centre on the Hume Freeway.
Mr Leigh interjected.
Mr HAERMEYER - One comes to expect asinine
interjections from the honourable member for
Mordialloc. Mr Hill is prepared to invest his life
savings to establish a service centre, but he is being
frustrated to the extent that he will very soon be
relieved of the assets he has built up over a lifetime!
Gallant Ridge Pty Ltd has good connections with
both the government and prominent Euroa
councillors.
Mr Brown - You said the Liberal Party a minute
ago.
Mr HAERMEYER - Are you the government!
Gallant Ridge has had the advantage of having the
Deputy Premier and the Minister for Roads and
Ports appear at a Euroa shire council meeting to
pressure the council into approving this particular
proposal. If that does not suggest duplicity and that
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there is something smelly and strange in the way the
government is administering its policy on service
centres I do not know what does. It is a sad
situation. I hope the government will see the error of
its ways and ensure it applies the appropriate
guidelines.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER - Order! The
honourable member's time has expired.
Mr McNAMARA (Minister for Police and
Emergency Services) - I shall respond to some of
the matters raised by the honourable member for
Yan Yean, which contain little truth. The perception
the honourable member sought to portray is that
since the last election there has been a change in the
policy on establishing service centres and that some
people are receiving an inside run while others are
not.
I have been involved with Mr Richard Hill since I
was first elected to Parliament in 1982. I believe he
has an engineering background and was employed
by the former Ministry of Transport. He purchased
the old Seymour drive-in and was anxious to
develop the facility as a rest and service centre. The
Shire of Seymour and I supported the concept.
However, a number of difficulties arose, the major
one being that the road going to Puckapunyal and
Tooborac virtually abutted the property, which
would have meant that the interchange and the
acceleration lanes coming off the Puckapunyal road
would have had to cross the deceleration lane
leading into his property. That provided a major
engineenng problem for VicRoads.
Alternative concepts were put up, including one
which had the support of the municipality and
which involved the re-routing of the Puckapunyal
road interchange to the section north of Mr Hill's
property, thus enabling the problems to be
overcome. Not much happened over two years
despite the initial approval for Mr Hill's proposal.
VicRoads was concerned that he may not have had
the financial resources to enable the proposal to go
ahead.

It is important that adequate rest and service centres
be provided on our freeways because they are part
of the road safety program of this government, just
as they were part of the previous administration's
program. VicRoads officials became frustrated by
the lack of progress and approached other people
who had the financial capacity to proceed with the
alternative developments.
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The honourable member for Yan Yean referred to a
statement made by the Minister for Roads and Ports
about the establishment of a rest and service centre
on the southbound lane south of Seymour. Mr Hill's
development was on the northbound lane. The
announcement created some interest from Mr Hill
and others, but that should in no way detract from
the procedure the minister has been following. To
draw into the discussion the Gallant Ridge Pty Ltd
proposal in Euroa is inappropriate because they are
in no way linked - they are distinct proposals.
I will go through the process of re-educating the
honourable member for Yan Yean because he does
not understand the history of the proposal. The
property owned by Gallant Ridge Pty Ltd is better
known to the community as the Seven Creeks Run, a
tourist attraction reflecting the history of wool
growing and shearing in Australia that includes a
shearing shed that was transported from the
Riverina. The facility was opened in the early 1980s
by the then Prime Minister and was a major
attraction. The operators of the tourist development
experienced financial problems and the first
company went into receivership. The enterprise has
since been bought by Gallant Ridge, which has a
number of proposals aimed at reinvigorating the
original Seven Creeks Run concept. They include a
chairlift and a range of other attractions that would
encourage motorists to stop and look at the history
of the wool industry in that part of the country.
Another proposal was to include a rest and service
facility for motorists.
Mr Haermeyer interjected.
Mr McNAMARA - The honourable member for
Yan Yean says there is no support from the Euroa
community for a rest and service centre. The first
representation I made to a minister on behalf of the
Seven Creeks development was at the request of the
shire and goes back to the period when the former
honourable member for Broadmeadows was the
Minister for Transport. I took a deputation to meet
the minister. The basis of the shire's request for the
deputation was that the freeway was about to
bypass Euroa. Concern was expressed about what
would happen to employment in the Euroa
businesses servicing the through traffic; they had
seen what happened in Seymour where more than
100 jobs were lost in the first three months after the
freeway bypassed the town. Roadhouses closed
down, many fast food outlets closed early or closed
down, and so on.
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The Shire of Euroa wanted a 24-hour rest and service
centre to be established on the freeway at the fringe
of the town so that the people who lost jobs in the
township could obtain employment there. lbat
proposal was supported by the minister. He gave
the deputation an undertaking that he would
facilitate the construction of a rest and service centre
on the freeway and that it would open
simultaneously with the Euroa bypass.
There has now been a change in the composition of
the council - some councillors have the same view
and others do not The Minister for Roads and Ports
and I - especially since I am the local member are trying to resolve how best to obtain an agreed
community position about what should be done.
There is strong support in the Euroa community,
and probably from the council, for the tourism
aspects of the Gallant Ridge proposals for Seven
Creeks Run.
The issue in dispute is whether the facility should
include a rest and service centre for motorists. With
that in mind, Gallant Ridge requested a deputation
to the Minister for Roads and Ports. The minister
and I thought it would be inappropriate to meet
with the Gallant Ridge company on its own and that
we should take into account the view of the Shire of
Euroa. We suggested that representatives of the
company attend a meeting of the council-as
would the Minister for Roads and Ports and I - at
which they could put their point of view. We left it
up to the council and the company to come to an
agreed position and are still waiting for them to
come back to us with a proposal.
There has been an attempt at muckraking. I have
heard many extraordinary rumours to the effect that
I have a shareholding in Gallant Ridge Pty Ltd. I
assure the house that I have no financial interest in
the company. I have shares in a family farming
company, of which my wife and family are the sole
owners, but have no shareholding in any business.

It has been suggested tha t I chaired an annual
meeting of the Gallant Ridge company. Again,
absolute nonsense! I have never attended any
meeting of the company. As the local member I have
tried to facilitate a development to create
employment and am open to scrutiny by any
organisation that wishes to examine the activities in
which I have taken part.
I invite the honourable member for Yan Yean to
repeat his allegations of impropriety on the front
steps of Parliament House at 12 o'clock. I shall be
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happy to answer any allegations he has made. If you
have one ounce of guts, of backbone, you would
come out and admit - -

Honourable members interjecting.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER - Order! The Minister
for Police and Emergency Services has been in this
place long enough to understand that debate across
the chamber is disorderly. He should direct his
comments through the Chair.
Mr McNAMARA - I invite the honourable
member for Yan Yean to get out of the gutter, to
show a bit of backbone and to repeat the accusations
he has made against me outside the house at
12 noon. I will be there, without the protection of
parliamentary privilege, to answer every allegation
he is prepared to make. If he is willing to proceed
that way, he will not own his house when he
finishes! He should put up or shut up. It is easy to
come into the house and make all sorts of
outrageous allegations of no substance. It will take a
little more backbone and substance for the
honourable member to come outside the house and
repeat the allegations - and that is what I invite
him to do.
Mr THOMSON (pascoe Vale) - I support the
motion moved by the honourable member for Van
Yean concerning the failure of the government to
announce a clear and impartial policy for the
granting of pennits for highway service centres. I do
so by referring to a letter from the Minister for
Roads and Ports to Mr Hill, indicating his
consideration of a revised freeway service centre
policy. In his letter the minister states:
I expect to release the document next week and that
advertisements inviting proposals will appear in the
Age on 26 February or the following Saturday.

'That has not happened, which is of considerable
concern to the oppoSition, as is the lack of evidence
of a clear and impartial policy for granting permits
for highway service centres. The opposition is
concerned that in the absence of a policy the
opportunity exists for different standards to be
applied to different applicants. That is what appears
to have happened in Mr Hill's case. The criteria
applied to Mr Hill differ from those applied to other
applicants.
As the honourable member for Van Yean said, our
concern is that the Deputy Premier, with the
assistance of the Minister for Roads and Ports, has
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interfered in the planning processes relating to the
establishment of service centres along the Hwne
Freeway to assist the company referred to as Gallant
Ridge Pty Ltd; that members and supporters of the
government have beneficial interests in that
company; that a conflict of interest arises from the
way the matter is being handled; and that the
Deputy Premier and the minister have pressured
and attempted to intimidate the Shire of Euroa into
granting a permit to Gallant Ridge to build a service
facility near the northern interchange of the Hume
Freeway.
Mr BROWN (Minister for Public Transport) On a point of order, Mr Deputy Speaker, the Deputy
Premier has made it clear that he has no interest
whatsoever in the proposal. The honourable
member for Pascoe Vale is claiming that members of
the government have pecuniary interests in the
matter. That is a serious and grave allegation that
needs to be backed up. I have put the import of the
honourable member's comments on the record, so
he now has the opportunity to withdraw his claim
that members of the government have pecuniary
interests in that company. That is his claim.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER - Order! The Chair
finds itself in a difficult position. I would need to
refer to the standing orders and to May's
Parliamentary Practice, which I believe deals with
statements that require substantiation. I do not
uphold the point of order at this stage, but I will take
advice on the issue. I hope to report back to the
house before the debate is completed. I give an
undertaking to the house to take advice and to come
back to the matter.
MrTHOMSON (pascoe Vale) -If the Minister
for Public Transport wishes to make a contribution
to the debate, he should make a speech rather than
raise points of order.
The opposition is concerned that the government
has pressured and attempted to intimidate the Shire
of Euroa into granting a permit to Gallant Ridge to
build a service facility near the northern interchange
of the Hume Freeway at Euroa. The application by
the company for a planning permit is not supported
by either the shire or local businesses and was
rejected by the Administrative Appeals Tribunal in
June 1993.
The interference is completely inconsistent with the
attitude the government has displayed in the case of
Mr Rick Hill, who is seeking approval from the
government to construct a similar service centre on
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his land near the southern interchange of the Hume
Freeway at Seymour. It is the opposition's concern
that Mr Hill is being treated differently because he
does not have the same connections with the
government as those enjoyed by the company
known as Gallant Ridge.

unacceptable that the coundl has been subjected to
pressure and intimidation. Only four members of
the Euroa council are eligible to vote on the matteri
everyone else is ineligible on the ground of
pecuniary interest. But there is overwhelming
opposition to the proposal in Euroa.

While the government is preaching the importance
of small business and free enterprise, the only
people who are able to do deals with the
government are the political insiders. That has
turned out to be true in this case and in a number of
other deals that the opposition is investigating and
will expose as opportunities arise.

The proposal is in breach of the understanding local
people were given when the Euroa bypass was
proposed. They were told that the town of Euroa
would become a rest and service town so that road
users who needed accommodation, refreshment,
fuel or service for their vehicles could detour into
the township to use the existing infrastructure. The
Gallant Ridge proposal has the potential to send
many Euroa small businesses into insolvency.

The honourable member for Yan Yean directed
attention to an article by Mr Wayne Jones in the
Sunday Herald Sun of 20 March. It reported that
Mr Hill had been battling with VicRoads to establish
a service centre on the Hume Freeway. VicRoads
sold Mr Hill the site and invited him to develop a
proposal for a service centre, but it has since
frustrated the development because of what is
described as a policy to disallow freeway service
centres within 2 kilometres of freeway entrance and
exit ramps.
If that is a legitimate policy - the opposition is
interested in the government's position - it ought
to be applied uniformly and without favour. But
although Mr Hill has been told he will not be
allowed to proceed with his proposal for that reason,
Gallant Ridge has proposed a similar development,
almost right on the Euroa exit of the southbound
lane of the Hume Freeway. The opposition believes
the truck stop and service centre proposed by
Gallant Ridge are no further away from the nearest
interchange than the centre Mr Hill has proposed.
Nevertheless one project has the active support of
the government while Mr Hill's project is being
actively opposed.

Members of the opposition hope that, if nothing else,
debate on the motion will establish whether the
2-kilometre policy applies, in what circumstances it
applies and whether it is being applied
evenhandedly. The opposition is concerned that the
Deputy Premier and the Minister for Roads and
Ports have been actively lobbying for the Gallant
Ridge proposal while applying a different standard
to Mr Hill. It is also concerned by evidence that
Euroa shire councillors have been pressured to
support the Gallant Ridge proposal.
Although it might be normal for the government to
do business in this way, the opposition believes it is

In a media release of 3 January the Minister for
Planning, having announced his approval of the
building of a Mobil service centre on the site of the
Tallarook weighbridge, said:
Plans are under way to build the next centre at Euroa.

In view of the fact that the Euroa coundl has
opposed a permit for the proposal and has
successfully sought to have the decision upheld by
the Administrative Appeals Tribunal, the minister's
statement appears to indicate a determination to
override the council's wishes and give the project
the all clear, despite the wishes of local residents.

It could hardly be argued that this development
qualifies for that kind of treatment unless members
of the government are seeking to benefit from the
proposal going ahead. The directors of Gallant
Ridge are Mr Bemard Hayes, a member of the Euroa
branch of the Uberal Party; Mr Frederick Stringer, a
former Euroa shire president and member of the
Uberal Partyi Messrs Louis Renato, Geoffrey Gabriel
and Anthony Sofra - all business associates of the
brother of the Deputy Premier.
Other people who have a beneficial interest in
Gallant Ridge include Mr John Sullivan, a holder of
25 000 shares, who is a Euroa councillor and a
prominent member of the Euroa - -

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr THOMSON - No, none of them is a member
of the government, Mr Deputy
Speaker--

Honourable members interjecting.
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MrTHOMSON - You are interjecting and I am
responding to your interjection; I am not disagreeing
with your interjection.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER - Order! The Chair has
had time to review what Mily says about
imputations and aspersions in the debate and I draw
the house's attention to page 379 of the 21st edition
of Mily, which deals specifically with statements
made by members in the house that are taken to be
aspersions on members of either house of
Parliament. This process can be followed only
through a substantive motion and not by debate. I
remind the house of the ruling and ask all members
to be cognisant of that as they proceed.
Mr BROWN (Minister for Public Transport) Consequent to your ruling, Mr Deputy Speaker, the
statement has been made that members of the
government - and that can only mean members of
the government Sitting in the Assembly or in the
other house - have a direct pecuniary interest in
this company. I am unaware of the Deputy Premier
or any government member having such an interest,
and I will make it clear on the record that they do
not have any pecuniary interest in the matter.
Therefore an imputation has been cast that covers all
members of the government. I am certainly not
aware of any member of the government having a
pecuniary interest, and the statement should not
remain on the record. If the imputation is untrue
there is no basis for the statement. It is a statement
tha t is not true and holds no basis of fact or
substantiation, and I believe the honourable member
for Pascoe Vale should withdraw his remarks.
Government Members - Hear, hear!
Mr TIlOMSON (Pascoe Vale) - On the point of
order, the concern of the opposition is that members
and supporters of the government parties have a
direct interest in this issue. If members of the
government are concerned that my earlier remarks
suggest that members of the government personally
have an interest in this issue, I withdraw that
imputation, but it is a concern of the opposition that
members and supporters of the government party
have an interest in this issue and therefore it is not
being dealt with in a proper manner.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER - Order! I understand
from the acknowledgment of the minister across the
table that the withdrawal is accepted, and I call
upon the honourable member for Pascoe Vale.
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Mr THOMSON - Other people with a beneficial
interest in Gallant Ridge are Mr John Sullivan, a
holder of 25 000 shares, who is a Euroa councillor
and a prominent member of the Uberal Party;
Mr Michael Tehan, a relative by marriage of the
Minister for Health of this government and one of
the Deputy Premier's former classmates.

Honourable members interjecting.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER -Order! The
honourable member for Tullamarine will refrain
from interjecting.
Mr TIlOMSON - In the minds of opposition
members these links are the reasons why this matter
is not being handled in a proper fashion and why we
cannot understand that there is not an impartial
policy for the granting of permits in relation to
highway service centres. The community and all
Victorians are entitled to know whether this matter
and other matters regarding highway service centres
are being dealt with in a fair, unbiased and
appropriate manner.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER - Order! The
honourable member's time has expired.
Mr BROWN (Minister for Public Transport) - I
was informed approximately three-quarters of an
hour before the sitting of the house that the
opposition wished to move an adjournment motion
in the following form:
That the house do now adjourn for the purpose of
discussing a definite matter of urgent public
importance, namely, the failure of the government to
announce a clear and impartial policy for the granting
of permits in relation to highway service centres.

On the face of it, the adjournment motion indicates
that the opposition wants to raise a matter that it
states is of clear public importance and urgency in
relation to highway service centres. The motion is
only a front, as it turns out, to use cowards' castle the protection of privilege - to denigrate
individuals who have no case to answer. It was even
stated -and, I am pleased to say, withdrawnthat members of the government had a pecuniary
interest in the outcome. In other words one would
read that to mean some form of involvement and
beneficial ownership in the company that has been
referred to. I am pleased that the honourable
member withdrew the imputation, as I am sure the
opposition would have loved to keep it on the
record.
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I want to start by setting the scene of what the reality
is here today. The opposition's motion was moved
to throw mud, as it has done on other issues in the
past 18 months that this government has been
running the state.
Opposition members have stated that Michael
Tehan was a classmate - that was the term used by
both speakers for the opposition - of the current
Deputy Premier of the state of Victoria. 'That is a
blatant, outright lie. Mr Tehan may have attended
the same school, but it was at a different time from
the Deputy Premier. If any reasonable person can
stand up in the house and define that as being a
classmate, I suggest that is blatantly wrong and a lie,
and I put it on the record that it is a lie. There is no
truth in the imputation.
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large advertisement in the Age is headed "Service
Centre Development on Victorian Rural Freeways".
It is no light hidden under a bushel, it is a major
heading in broad print.
The Roads Corporation of Victoria (VicRoads) invites
proposals for the development of major commercial
service centres on sections of Victoria's rural freeway
system.
This system is currently being extended to include:
The Hume freeway from Beveridge to Wodonga -

this is something the opposition claims has never

seen the light of day The Western Freeway from Melton to Burrumbeet
The Calder Freeway from Keilor to Gisborne

Opposition members have also indicated that it was
wrong for the Deputy Premier to attend the council
meeting that has been referred to. I, as a minister of
the Crown representing the Victorian electorate
known as Gippsland West, receive constant requests
from councils in my electorate to attend meetings for
a wide variety of purposes. On occasions I organise
for another minister to attend these meetings with
me, as I did recently when the Minister for Natural
Resources and I visited parts of my electorate to
discuss the future of the water boards in South
Gippsland. We visited the township of Korumburra
and other towns in my electorate with councillors. It
is a normal and expected function for a local
member to undertake: how dare members of the
opposition allege that something is wrong with that,
particularly in the case of the Deputy Premier in his
capacity as a local member attending council
meetings for whatever reason!
I also wish to state that for the Minister for Roads
and Ports also to be in attendance would be
perfectly understood as part and parcel of his duties
to the state. It is an area that he traverses on a
weekly basis. The minister lives a little further north
in the state and knows the area like the back of his
hand. The two ministers were fully entitled, and I
would say expected, to meet with that council on
matters of Significance to it. Both opposition
speakers indicated that the government had not
honoured, in one case, an undertaking in a letter to
Mr Hill to move forward with this policy and
advertise it. They both said the same thing, and I
will read from one of the publications in which the
advertisement appeared - the Age of Saturday, 26
March 1994, at page 122. It is obvious that members
of the opposition stop reading the paper at the
comics, because it is a very large advertisement. The

The Princes Freeway east from Nar Nar Goon to
Traralgon.
The development of any freeway service centre will be
subject to an agreement with VicRoads.

I shall diverge at this point. The motion is about the
alleged failure of the government to make an
announcement about highway service centres, but
here they are widely advertised.
Mr Thomson interjected.
Mr BROWN - The honourable member wants to
know what the radius is. It is in the advertisement
and I shall read it to him. He said in debate 15
minutes ago that it had never seen the light of day.
The development of any freeway service centre will be
subject to an agreement with VicRoads. Developments
must be consistent with the safety, operation and
amenity of the freeway as well as road safety objectives.
The following services will be required on a 24-hour
7-day basis:
Parking for cars and trucks
Fuel, petrol, diesel and LPG.
Food and refreshments
Toilets and telephones
Tourist information, local and regional
Picnic areas and playgrounds
Guidelines for development proposals are available
from VicRoads.
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I shall read that again because it is pertinent to this
debate:
Guidelines for development proposals are available
from VicRoads. Proposals may be submitted at any
time; however, consideration will not be given to
proposals until after 30 June 1994.
Details of requ.i.rements for submissions of
development proposals are available from Mc Don
Purdue.

A Melbourne telephone number is given. It is there
for all to see. It is available for all comers, and that
includes Mr Hill. The bottom line is: if Mr Hill or
anyone else wants to he can apply as per the public
advertisements that this incompetent opposition has
missed or of which it was blissfully unaware.
The opposition is becoming known in the
community as the gutter party. It threw mud at the
Premier on a matter that had no foundation - -

Honourable members interjecting.
The DEPUfY SPEAKER - Order! There is a
longstanding tradition in this house that when the
Chair gets to his feet honourable members remain
silenl I intend to uphold that tradition. I am
appalled at the behaviour of honourable members. I
have said several times that I encourage a good,
healthy level of interjection to make a debate more
lively and animated, but I assure honourable
members the animation has gone beyond the pale on
this occasion.
Mc BROWN - Of course, if the opposition had
anything substantive it would pursue it through the
courts, but the fact is that the opposition has just
withdrawn a proposal to proceed through the
courts. Only yesterday this gutter opposition tried to
capitalise on the rape of a 77-year-old woman at
Spencer Street station. Spencer Street is one of the
largest staffed stations in Australia. The opposition
tried to make the direct implication that it was the
lack of staffing at stations that had in some way
contributed to the rape of the woman and that the
lack of staff was the current government's policy. A
large number of staff were at Spencer Street at the
time. The station had police patrols and
closed-circuit television monitoring, the videotapes
from which have been handed to the police. The
opposition had the audacity to try to capitalise on
that crime for political purposes. That was shameful
in the extreme. That attempt backfired.
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Yet again the opposition has thrown mud. It did not
use its spokesman on roads and ports to move this
motion but another honourable member who
obviously does not care about his credibility or
reputation, because had he cared he would not have
moved the motion or said the things he did, all of
which are without foundation. The opposition also
made the direct claim that people involved in the
company have direct links with the Uberal Party. It
may very well be that some do, but I shall not take
members of the opposition at their word, I shall
check it oul But if we assume the point is valid and
one or two directors had an involvement with the
Uberal Party, so what? If it comes to the point, the
Deputy Premier and the Minister for Roads and
Ports are not members of the Liberal Party but
senior members and leaders of the National Party,
but what does it matter if people in the company
have links with the Liberal Party? It was fallacious
for the opposition to raise that point; it did so
because it had nothing substantive to raise and was
clutching at straws.
I noted that the honourable member for Yan Yean
concluded his remarks with the statement that he
believed the issue he raised to be extremely unusual
and perhaps improper. It may well be extremely
unusual.
Mr Thomson interjected.
Mr BROWN - You have thrown mud without
any substantiation. There has been no truth in what
you have raised in relation to serious issues. The
Deputy Premier has thrown down the gauntlet and
if the honourable member for Yan Yean is to stand
by what he has said he should go out on the front
steps of Parliament House with the Deputy Premier
and face any questions. To allege that Michael Tehan
was a classmate of the Deputy Premier is a lie. To
allege that members of the government have a direct
pecuniary interest in this company is a blatant lie.
I am pleased to see that the other contributor to the
debate had the guts to withdraw, as any decent
person would. However, the comments of the
honourable member for Yan Yean are still on the
record. He has only one course of action: if there is
any foundation of substance to his claims he will
repeat them outside. If he does not do that his
remarks will be seen for what they are, blatant lies
told to score political points. That would reinforce
the view that the Labor Party in Victoria is nothing
but a gutter party.
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Mr TIIWAITES (Albert Park) - The debate is all
about favoured treatment and nothing that either
the Deputy Premier or the Minister for Public
Transport has said has in any way assuaged my
opinion that this company, Gallant Ridge Pty Ltd,
received favoured treatment. They are going to cop a
favour from the government! They will get
something that a little man, such as Mr Hill, could
not get - a rule change. This is about changing the
rules for some people but not for others. In this case
the planning permit rules were changed not in a
coincidental way but specifically for Gallant Ridge
Pty Ltd. There has been cooperation between the
people involved with Gallant Ridge and the
government, and the accusations have not been met
head on. The government has slimed around them.
It has used every slimy point of order and every

excuse.
Did the Deputy Premier have private talks with
Gallant Ridge about these proposals? He said that it
was not appropriate for the minister and him to
meet with the company. Did he speak to the
directors? Did he speak with the head of the Euroa
Liberal Party, who is a director? Did he speak with
Mr Stringer? He did, and that is why they received
favoured treatment and why they were treated in a
different way. That is the government's story. It has
one rule for its mates and a different rule for
everybody.else. This has occurred time and again.
That is why it gave Leeds Media a contract.

Honourable members interjecting.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER - Order! The level of
interjection across the chamber is not acceptable. I
ask the honourable member for Albert Park to direct
his comments through the Chair, which will allow
the Chair to maintain a reasonable code of
behaviour. The honourable member for Cranbourne
should also restrain his enthusiasm.

Mr THW AITES - The Deputy Premier said, as
did the Minister for Public Transport, that it was
acceptable for him to speak with the shire about the
matter. Of course it is proper, but it is a matter of
what one says, what one does and how one does it
that counts. The Deputy Premier did not just speak
to them -he intimidated them. That is what the
shire says and that is what the people are saying. He
intimidated them because he was giving a favour to
his mates. This is not about acting as an ordinary
backbencher of Parliament but about favouritism for
a mate.
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A planning rule applies in this matter but it appears
to have been broken. One rule that ought to apply in
planning is that everyone is treated equally on a
level playing field. Business people say over and
over again that it does not matter what government
is in power; all it wants is certainty. It wants to know
what the rules are and it can make its business
decisions based upon those rules. If it does not have
certainty it will not invest because it risks losing a lot
of money. Mr Hill sought to invest but the rules
were changed. The rule disallowed the
establishment of a service station within 2 kilometres
of an interchange. It is a longstanding rule and
concept which was upheld by the Administrative
Appeals Tribunal. Now we have seen not just the
council overruled but also the independent umpire.
That is the policy and tactics used by the
government.
What pressure will be put on the AAT if the matter
is to be dealt with there? Perhaps we will see more
members of the tribunal sacked; three have already
been sacked this year because of alleged links to the
Labor Party. Who will replace them? No doubt some
totally independent person such as a member of the
Euroa branch of the Liberal Party or the fonner shire
president and member of the Liberal Party. Those
are the people involved in Gallant Ridge. They will
be the replacements.
The cards have been stacked in favour of the
government's mates. We have seen it in business: a
company such as Gallant Ridge is favoured and an
independent person such as Mr Hill has no chance
whatsoever. We have seen it in the public service:
the AAT is being stacked as well. Just as we see Ken
Crompton come in we see the former Commissioner
for Equal Opportunity, Moira Rayner, go out. The
issue is about favouritism. The process was
undertaken without an independent review or
tendering. Anyone who has an independent view is
being removed by the government and that is why it
is trying to wipe out the AAT.

Honourable members interjecting.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER - Order! I remind the
honourable member for Albert Park that he should
direct his remarks through the Chair.

Mr THWAITES - A thread of favouritism runs
through this issue which wipes out the independent
umpire. I presume the Shire of Euroa will be wiped
out and a commissioner will be appointed. I see
acknowledgment in the smile from the honourable
member for Monbulk. Obviously he knows
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something I do not. This is another example of the
government throwing out anyone who might
criticise it. It has probably said to its mates in Gallant
Ridge, 'Don't worry about the Shire of Euroa; it will
not be around for much longer'. Who will be
appointed? Will it be a fonner member, Mr Austin,
or some other retired member who perhaps
supported the Premier in a leadership stoush?

Honourable members interjecting.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER - Order! I urge the
honourable members for Tullamarine and Frankston
to go and have a cup of coffee.
Mr THW AITES - I heartily endorse that
suggestion, Mr Deputy Speaker. Another issue
which has not been raised but which is important is
what will happen at a hearing of this matter? Will
the government give some indication that it will
allow this matter to go to an independent hearing or
will it call the matter in? This is a question that has
not been answered. If the government calls the
matter in that will be evidence of favouritism. This
matter is about giving favoured treatment to mates. I
ask the Deputy Premier when he goes out onto the
steps of Parliament House at 12 midday to address
that question and to give a clear undertaking that he
will not call the matter in.

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr THW AITES - A lot of hilarity is coming
from the government benches. The reason why the
Deputy Premier wants to go outside is to put the
matter into the Supreme Court so that it will not be
debated here.
Government members are experts at stopping
debate; they would not allow the issue of the
Premier's involvement in KNF Advertising to go to
the Supreme Court. Although the Minister for Public
Transport referred to the opposition as the gutter,
there is a very good reason for its continually raising
issues of propriety - and that is the repeated cases
of impropriety associated with the government, its
mates and its business associates. He may refer to us
as the gutter but I refer to government members as
gutless; they are too gutless to take the I<NF issue to
the Supreme Court, a step that even the Herald Sun
said ought to be taken. Of course it did not
because--

Honourable members interjecting.
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Mr ROWE (Cranbourne) - On a point of order,
Mr Deputy Speaker, I direct attention to your ruling
that the honourable member should direct his
remarks through the Chair and cease being
antagonistic by pointing his finger and making
provocative gestures to members opposite.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER -Order! I do not
uphold the point of order specifically because I want
to make it clear that members on both sides of the
chamber are making it extremely difficult for a
reasonable debate to occur. The level of interjection
across the chamber is too high and, although the
honourable member speaking has a responsibility to
ignore interjections, that is sometimes extremely
difficult. Therefore, I do not uphold the point of
order but I ask members to be mindful of their
individual responsibilities to maintain the quality of
debate.
Mr THW AITES (Albert Park) - I thought the
government was meant to be the champion of the
little man and the small business operators.
However, we see now that it is a dud champion. It is
not prepared to give the small businessman any
support unless there is a link with the Liberal Party
and the last election campaign. If we want to see
who is getting the jobs from the government, we
need look only at the supporters of the government
at the last election campaign. They provided work
for nothing, but look at the hundreds of thousands
of dollars they are getting; look at Freehills, the
solicitors.
We need look only at the advertising companies for
another example of impropriety. How many
hundreds of thousands of dollars are they getting?
And of course, companies such as Lyncroft
Consulting Group Vic, which obtained work
without tendering, is a mate of the Premier's, as is
Nettlefold Advertising.
What will they get from the government? They will
get the next contract -just watch! One can also cite
Leeds Media Communication Services or DDB
Needham. One thread runs through them all: they
are mates who worked on the last Liberal campaign.
They are members of the Liberal Party and they
have private conversations with government
members who fix all the deals and then make sure
there are no independent umpires to ensure a proper
approach is adopted in the matters. Anyone with an
independent approach gets the shove from this
government.
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House divided on motion:

Ayes, 24
Andrianopou)os, Mr (Ttll~)
Baker, Mr
Batchelor, Mr
Brumby, Mr
Coghill, Or
Cole,Mr
Cunningham, Mr
Dollis,Mr
Carbutt, Ms
Haermeyer, Mr
Hamilton,Mr
Kirner,Ms

Leighton, Mr
Micallef, Mr
Mildenhall, Mr
Pandazopoulos, Mr (Ttll~)
Roper, Mr
Sandon, Mr
Seitz, Mr
Sheehan,Mr
Thomson,Mr
Thwaites, Mr
Vaughan,Or
Wlison,Mrs

Noes, 56
Ashley,Mr
Bildstien, Mr
Brown,Mr
Clark,Mr
Coieman,Mr
Cooper, Mr
Dean, Or
Doyle, Mr (Ttll~)
Elder,Mr
Elliott,Mrs
Finn,Mr
Gude,Mr
Hayward,M~

Heffernan, Mr
Henderson, Mrs
Honeywood, Mr
Hyams,Mr
Jasper, Mr
Jenkins, Mr
John, Mr
Kilgour,Mr
Leigh,Mr
Lupton,Mr
McArthur, Mr
McGiII,Mrs
McGrath, Mr J.F.
McGrath, Mr W.O.
McLellan, Mr

McNamara, Mr
Maughan,Mr
Napthine, Or
Paterson, Mr (Ttll~)
Perrin, Mr
Perton, Mr
Pescott,Mr
Peulich,Mrs
Phillips,Mr
Plowman, Mr A.F.
Plowman, Mr S.}.
Reynolds, Mr
Rowe,Mr
Ryan,Mr
Smith, Mr E.R.
Smith, Mr I.W.
Spry, Mr
Steggall, Mr
Stockdale, Mr
Tanner, Mr
Tehan, Mrs
Thompson, Mr
Traynor,Mr
Treasure, Mr
Turner,Mr
Wade,Mrs
Weideman, Mr
Wells,Mr

Motion negatived.

Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER - Order! That outburst was a
disgrace! I ask honourable members to resume their
usual places.
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Mr ELDER (Ripon) - I inform the house that I
do not wish to proceed today with notice of motion
no. 1 standing in my name, but I wish for it to
remain on the notice paper.

SCHOOLS OF THE FUTURE PROGRAM
Mr ELDER (Ripon) - I move:
That this house congratulates the government on its
initiatives concerning Schools of the Future and
expresses its strong support for its concept and
implementation.

Since its landslide election victory in October 1992,
the government has moved with exhilarating pace to
introduce major reforms which have restored the
community's faith in the Victorian public education
system. The aims of these reforms is to give students
access to high-quality education and to maximise
their potential for the future. By the end of term 1
1995 more than 85 per cent of Victorian schools will
have joined the most comprehensive overhaul of
state education ever undertaken in Victoria. I am
referring of course to the government's Schools of
the Future program, which has been widely
accepted and embraced by school communities
throughout Victoria because principals, teachers,
parents and wider school communities recognise
that it makes good, plain commonsense. It has also
been embraced because it offers incentives for
excellence in teaching, learning, community spirit
and education culture.
The government firmly believes quality schooling
can be assured only when decision making takes
place at a local level. I am proud that my children
attend the Learmonth Primary School, which is a
school of the future. I am proud that for the first
time in the history of education in this state local
school communities will determine their school's
educational future. My wife is very involved in our
local school and is helping to formulate its charter.
Meetings are held on a regular basis - sometimes
for up to 8 hours a week - to establish a charter
which will reflect the real needs of the school
community.
Mr Hamilton interjected.
Mr ELDER - I understand why the honourable
member for Morwell is upset because, as a member
of the social left, he realises that all of the mad
ideology of the 1980s has been thrown out the door.
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He cannot come to grips with the wide community
support for the government's initiatives, in
particular for the Schools of the Future program.
As I said, the program embraces incentives for
excellence in teaching, learning, community spirit
and education culture. Real responsibility, authority
and accountability are brought together under the
program, and all of that happens at the local level.

A report on the progress of the Schools of the Future
program has been written in cooperation with
principals. Principals have had a say in and have
been actively consulted on the program. They are
meeting on almost a daily basis to help develop
direction for the program. The government has
involved principals, the Directorate of School
Education and the University of Melbourne in the
program and it has gained a number of important
insights into principal satisfaction with the program.
As we travel around Victoria, both the Minister for
Education and I are gratified that principals in
various school communities wannly endorse the
Schools of the Future program. The report shows
that under the program principals have a higher
level of job satisfaction, their roles as educational
leaders are enhanced and they are being made
accountable for the achievements of their students.
The previous government failed to understand that
principals want to be held accountable for the
achievements of their students. Under the previous
regime principals had all the accountability but none
of the responsibility.
Major elements of the Schools of the Future program
should not be new to students of Labor's education
history. I have listened to interjections from the
honourable member for Morwell. It is unfortunate
that he did not have the vision of a former member,
the Honourable !an Cathie, who was a Labor
Minister of Education. He was one of the few Labor
ministers worthy of the title. He composed many of
the key objectives of the coalition's Schools of the
Future program. Although Mr Cathie's reform
agenda, as outlined in his policy document Taking
Schools into the 19905, was weak in many areas-it
did not impose the level of accountability that the
government requires from its schools of the
future - it contained many of the key elements of
our reforms. It is stunning that he lost his portfolio
for being a man before his time.
The honourable member for Morwell is an
educationalist who was trained and taught in
Ballarat. He should show some of the vision of the
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Honourable Ian Cathie. The government is showing
that vision by endorsing the schools of the future
principles. If the honourable member does not
demonstrate that vision, he is saying that he does
not trust his local schools to make decisions on
educational matters concerning their students and
children.
One can think of few better examples that
demonstrate Labor's sheer bloody-mindedness and
the extent to which the Labor cabinet was
dominated by the teacher unions than the way they
treated the Honourable Ian Cathie. The Labor Party
should hang its head in shame not only for the
damage inflicted upon schools during its reign but
also for the dismissal of a capable minister who
dared to challenge ingrained centralism.
Instead of Ian Cathie Victoria got the honourable
member for Williamstown. Many people recall her
enormously unpopular VCE, budget blow-outs and
financial black holes. Her administration will always
be remembered for its financially disastrous
sweetheart deals with the dominant teacher unions,
which must have virtually sat at the cabinet table.
The advancement of student interests in school
communities was thrown out the window. Greedy
unionists were hell bent on obtaining a centralised
bureaucracy so that their centralised administration
could negotiate deals that a weak government could
not resist for fear of losing teacher union support.
On 3 October 1992 it was 'exit left'. In fewer than
18 months the coalition has done more to improve
the interests of students and their communities than
Labor was able to do in a decade. The Schools of the
Future program has been embraced by school
communities throughout Victoria who are eager to
get on with the job of providing the best possible
services. To enable the house to understand the
magnitude of the government's Schools of the
Future program, it is necessary to describe each of its
essential elements.
The first element is the school charter, an essential
document that is an integral part of the Schools of
the Future program. School charters are the
cornerstone of schools of the future because they do
three things: they provide for the unprecedented
involvement of the community in the long-term
planning of schools; they provide a framework
within which schools can formulate long-term goals;
and they provide a framework for assessing how
effectively schools achieve their goals.
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That is simple management practice. It is so simple
that even socialist left members like the honourable
member for Morwell should be able to understand it!
Those are the simple, key elements of the school
charter that concern responsibility and
accountability to the school community. The charter
represents an understanding between, firstly, the
school council and the Directorate of School
Education, and secondly, the school and the
students and parents who make up the school
community. It states how the school will combine
school community aspirations and directorate
requirements to deliver quality education. Each of
the schools of the future will develop its own charter
using guidelines prOVided by the Directorate of
School Education. The government recognised the
professional development of our teachers needed to
be upgraded and allocated funds for that program in
our schools.
The charter will guide the planning and
accountability of schools by providing the schools'
mission statements; a set of measurable, achievable
and demonstrable goals; dearly defined priorities
over a three-year period, each with their own
indicators of success; and profiles of the schools'
curriculums. The charter also provides the
framework for resource allocation in a way that
coincides \yith the schools' goals, priorities and the
educational outcomes of their students.
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In the past the local administrative committees were
more interested in putting in place card-carrying
members of the union and the Labor Party. Now
they can release teachers who were suppressed by
the previous regime. They can now build dedicated
teams of teachers at their schools, teachers whose
no. 1 priority is the ~tterment of education.

To the delight of principals the government insists
that state schools be given the ability to select staff
locally. Under the old centralised system the Labor
government could shuffle its trade union mates or
ALP card-carriers around the state into strategic
seats they needed to win. Staffing decisions are now
being made at local levels. I am enthused about that.
It is something that the honourable member for
Morwell should endorse.
For the first time schools will not be staffed
according to what computers at the Rialto building
or the regional office stipulate. Principals, school
councils and staff will be able to advertise for
employees and check the references. 'That was not
allowed under the previous regime, which was
ludicrous. Someone would supply a reference
endorsing you as a good teacher but the interview
panel was not permitted to telephone any referees.
We have changed that those who write references
now are accountable for what they write.

The government has restored the educational
leadership roles of its principals. No longer does
Victoria have - the honourable member for
Morwell may dislike this -local administrative
committees that hamstring the principals and
prevent them from being the real educational
leaders in their schools. No longer do principals
have to refer to union-dominated committees that
hold guns to their heads and prevent them from
making decisions. No longer do committees threaten
principals with discontinuation of their contracts
because they have not catered to every wish and
need of their committees.

Principals, school councils and staff will be able to
advertise for and select the teachers who best fit into
the school's culture and the general ethos of the
school community. As schools take on increased
duties and responsibilities associated with the
devolution of power and the change process, the
government will provide them with additional
support funds and staff. A school of the future will
detennine and select the mix of staff best suited to
its needs within the parameters of the statewide
staffing establishment and the school's global
budget, and will be able to select and employ
teaching and non-teaching staff for particular
projects and/or to meet the school's short-term
needs.

The government is about developing real leaders
within our schools. No longer are principals the
hostages of the local union branches. They now have
genuine freedom and responsibility and they know
they will be held accountable for what they do
within their schools. The interesting aspect is that
principals can now put the interests of their students
first by building teams of dedicated teachers at
every school.

I have already referred to the additional funding for
schools of the future to enable them to increase their
administrative staff and gain access to business
management services. The government does not
believe schools have as part of their current staff all
the people necessary to meet their needs so it is
allowing them, within their global budgets, to seek
staff from outside the school community and the
Directorate of School Education. That is a first.
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Another key asset of the program is the Board of
Studies. A school of the future is nothing without an
excellent curriculum or an ability for its teachers to
have their excellent programs recognised by their
peers through accreditation by the newly established
Board of Studies. The board is another vitally
important aspect of the Schools of the Future
program. Some key people from the previous
administration who have been retained by this
government endorse the moves being made. Unlike
the previous government, which purged its
departments of many liberal government
appointees - a move it could have postponed for
another term - this government has not purged its
departments of the people with strong links to the
ALP. It respects them and has shown publicly that it
is more interested in their capabilities than their
political affiliations.
Mr Hamilton - Name one!
Mr ELDER -1bat is why the government has
kept people of the high calibre of Howard Kelly.
For the first time school curricula from prep to year
12 will be reviewed by the Board of Studies. The
board replaces the old Victorian Curriculum and
Assessment Board, which was charged with
curriculum development and planning for years 11
and 12 only. The board has introduced a number of
reforms, particularly to the VCE, that have salvaged
the VCE from Labor's ideologically driven social
engineering, which promoted mediocrity and equal
outcome over excellence and achievement.
The board will oversee the development of a
curriculum and standards program that will include
guidelines for the accreditation of courses of study;
statewide programs to assess the levels of student
achievement; reviews of the VCE and reviews of the
national curriculum statements and profiles for each
of the eight key learning areas. Within the broad
curriculum, accreditation and standards framework
established by the Board of Studies, Schools of the
Future will develop distinctive programs to meet the
interests of their students and the aspirations of their
community. While the government believes that
schools must be allowed to make decisions at the
local level it is commonsense that any increase in
authority and responsibility should be accompanied
by a commensurate increase in accountability.
Schools will be accountable to students, parents, the
local community, the wider community and the
government for the resources of the school,
educational standards and educational outcomes for
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the students. The government will require all
Schools of the Future to produce annual reports that
will be held up to the community and the
government as documentation of their achievements
in respect of the implementa tion of the goals and
priorities in their charters and student achievements.
The government is focusing on accountability and
achievement.
Every three years the Office of Schools Review will
validate school annual reports and assist with the
development of new charters that will address the
recommendations of the triennial review. The
previous regime had an ad hoc system that ran from
one year to the next. lbis government has put
certainty into planning at the local school level. The
performance of the school and the system will be
monitored by the Office of Schools Review through
the analysis of selected school council reports, school
charters and the outcome of school reviews, a
regular cycle of financial and efficiency audits, and
the analysis of data collected routinely from schools
against a series of indicators. The outcome of
improved school performance will be the
achievement of higher levels of learning for students.
The government established the Office of Schools
Review to develop the accountability framework
which will meet two needs: the first for a systematic
method of monitoring and improving the
performance of schools against a range of indicators
of educational and organisational quality; and the
second to improve the government's ability to report
to the people of Victoria, through the Parliament, on
the standards of performance achieved in the
government school system.
The other initiative of the Schools of the Future
program is the code of conduct and school discipline
procedure for 1994. Every student and every teacher
has the right to learn and to teach in a safe
environment, free from bullying, intimidation and
harassment. The government is abolishing Labor's
bureaucratic approach to the discipline of
troublesome students and is giving power to those
who know best: school principals. Schools of the
Future councils will be required to develop and
approve a student code of conduct as part of the
school charter. The code of conduct will contain
principles on the rights of all members of the school
community, standards and rules to guide the
management of student behaviour and an indication
of the school's approach to diSCipline and of the
sanctions or consequences of inappropriate or
disruptive behaviour. Students will, in effect, own
their school's set of rules because they will have had
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input into their development. That is commonsense.
Of course, the government will continue to look
after students who experience difficulties in normal
school settings by funding and developing
community schools and alternative schools that can
cater for the needs of such students. The government
has proved its commitment to schools in Richmond
and Brunswick and will continue to show that
students who do not fit into normal school settings
will have access to alternative schools.
Another key aspect of the government's Schools of
the Future program will be financial management at
the local level. Each school of the future will have
effective control over its financial resources expenditure on salaries, services, equipment,
supplies and maintenance. In other words, the
government is devolving nearly all the key elements
of financial accountability to the schools. Each
school will have control over its global budget,
which will provide all schools of the future with the
flexibility to ensure that adequate resources are
allocated to meet the goals set out in the school
charters.
Gone are the days when immediately before the end
of the financial year schools purchased a whole heap
of equipment to ensure they spent their budgets. The
government is telling schools that it will reward
those who are financially prudent. Those schools
will have an opportunity to allocate funds as they
see fit rather than being boxed in, as they were
under the previous administration. They will be able
to meet more readily the needs of their local
communities.
In 1995 schools will be funded on the basis of

individual student needs. The government's great
breakthrough is the student resource index, a
funding model which is based largely on allocations
to each student and which has an equity component
to be used to develop the global budget. That will
assist in the devolution of responsibility for financial
and personnel management. Schools of the Future
will be provided with, firstly, increased access to
administrative and business management services,
and, secondly, computer hardware and software similar to those recently installed in my children's
school - which will provide the administrative
infrastructure for all operational processes and data
transfer. The government has supported school
communities by giving them the resources they need
to take on new areas of responsibility.
The government's Schools of the Future program is
certainly neither earth-shattering nor exclusive when
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one considers world educational trends. Even the
Labor Party, under a former Minister of Education,
Ian Cathie, recognised the merits of devolution but
chose to ignore them in the face of strident union
criticism and factional and ideological clashes.
Mr McArthur interjected.

Mr ELDER - He did say it publicly. No other
government has taken devolution as far as this
government has. Its methods are being studied by
the governments of other states and countries and
by national and international educational experts.
The development of the Schools of the Future
program provides a model for effective policy and
planning in the pursuit of quality education. The
government strongly believes in self-managing
schools and in giving school communities the
responsibility and authority to manage their own
affairs, balanced by world-class standards and
accountability systems. As a result of providing our
children with schools of the future, we will ensure
that the adults of the future will be equipped to take
their places in society because of the advantages
they will have gained from improved educational
performances and higher levels of achievement.
The success of the Schools of the Future program can
be judged by the keen desire of schools to be
included in the program - almost 85 per cent of
schools are clamouring to get in - and the renewal
of community confidence in Victoria's public
education system.
As a parent of students in the government education
system, I am proud to be associated with this motion.
Mr SANDON (Carrum) - As we all know, the
philosophy of the Schools of the Future program is
closely aligned with the market-based approach to
economics - that is, privatised and autonomous
schools are seen as more competitive than those
provided under the state system. The ideology of
economic rationalism underlies the government's
market-driven approach to education. The Schools
of the Future program provides evidence of a
massive contradiction between what the
government says and what it does.
I am on record as supporting self-management; but I
do not support the way the government has driven
its Schools of the Future program. When one
examines what is happening on a day-to-day basis,
one sees the contradiction between what the
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minister says and what is going on in each school
that one visits.
One sees that resources are not being provided at the
local level. One sees that under the Schools of the
Future program self-management is a shallow and
hollow concept The principals federation has
argued that instead of more self-management being
provided the reverse is true: there is a greater
centralisation of power and responsibility. Principals
have instanced what happened in the early months
of the program immediately after the election, when
55 schools were willaterally closed, despite the then
shadow minister saying in August 1992 that there
would be no unilateral school closures. I also point
out another contradiction in the government's
approach to self-management. The number of
facsimiles coming from Mr Spring's office has lead
to the department's having far greater control than
ever before over what happens in the school
environment.
Honourable members are aware of the number of
teachers that principals were forced to claSSify as
being in excess, and we are aware of the number of
sacked cleaners. There has been no consultation,
which is an essential ingredient of self-management.
A great many directions has been given. 'This is
what you will do' is not my concept of
self-management From the centre comes a continual
pushing and shoving and directions about what
schools can and cannot do. That is not about either
collaboration or consultation; and it is not about
cooperation. It is about a more centralised dictatorial
approach to what schools shall do - and many
observers have made the point that the Schools of
the Future program is about increased centralisation.
I make those opening comments not only to set the
record straight about my commitment to
self-management but also to emphasise my lack of
commitment to the way the Schools of the Future
program is being undertaken. Whenever changes are
made, the best way to judge the education system,
the government or the minister is to look at whether
the changes have improved the system and whether
young people are better off. That is a reasonable test
of any change: how is it working and how have
students been affected? The first thing we should
examine is the extent to which the fair-test method is
applicable in our schools.
At the end of 1992 Victoria witnessed the closure of
numerous schools, after which many teachers were
named as being in excess. The government
immediately wiped out about 1500 special-needs
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teachers. From the beginning, the government
targeted teachers who in many cases were working
with students most in need - students who had
difficulties of one sort or another. This government's
character has been tested. It is not committed to kids
with disabilities, and it stands condemned for its
first major attack on special needs.
Continual changes were made in 1993, and I can
recall the words of the Minister for Education in
January of that year when he gave a commitment
that there would be no more staffing changes. As
honourable members know, throughout 1993 many
more thousands of teachers were taken out of the
system. What happened? Reading recovery
programs disappeared, remedial programs were
abolished, the first round of increased class sizes
was implemented and many specialty programs
were wiped out. As I travelled from school to school
I began to see such things as students cleaning
schools, for instance at Wodonga Primary School. I
recall visiting Ballam Park Secondary College and
seeing students being rostered through that
school-MI5 Peulich interjected.
The AcnNG SPEAKER (Mr Jasper) -Order!
The honourable member for Bentleigh will be given
the call if she stands in her place at a later date.
Mr SANDON - I am not referring to the
traditional emu approach with children picking up
pieces of paper; I am referring to the actual cleaning
of schools and emptying of bins. I was at the
Ulydale Secondary College a couple of weeks ago
and students were rostered on cleaning duty. That is
an example of the results of a market-driven
approach where schools starved of funds have to
look to their own resources.
The minister correctly said that he would like to see
students spending more time in the classroom, but
when decisions are made at a central level that
impede the ability of schools to keep students in the
classroom, a contradiction is seen in terms of the
philosophy and of what is said and done.
I will continue with the test I believe needs to be
applied to this government's actions in the
education area, and honourable members must
consider the quality provision process. The
government successfully closed many schools and in
rural Victoria, an area close to the hearts of many
people, it deliberately closed many small schools.
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Many young people have been deleteriously affected
by the government's so-called quality provision
process. The impact of that is seen through what is
happening in the classroom and in larger schools.
Are better educational frameworks and better
educational outcomes provided? This government
makes decisions based on an economically rational
approach that values education in terms of national
averages and costs per student rather than the
delivery of a better education, and the implications
of those decisions are lowering educational
standards.
The implementation of Schools of the Future
programs has resulted in fewer excursions being
undertaken because fewer teachers are available to
supervise. The Acting Speaker, the honourable
member for Murray Valley, would be aware from
schools he visits in his electorate - I have also
visited some of those schools - that excursions
cannot be provided, yet in areas of rural Victoria the
excursions are imperative to a well-rounded
education for young people.
The Victorian certificate of education students of a
secondary college I visited recently travelled to
Canberra for their politics class. The students had to
pay for that, however they had to pay over and
above the cost of the excursion for a replacement
teacher. Because the minister and the government
do not provide sufficient teachers, parents now have
to pay for replacement teachers. That is another way
the Schools of the Future program has failed our
young people.

If one consider some of the minister's words, one
can get an indication of the difference between what
is said and what is done. The minister said that the
Schools of the Future program would enable
teachers to better and more freely exercise their
profesSional skills and judgments in the classroom.
Yet what happened throughout 1993? There was an
attack on the professional development of teachers
by curriculum development days being wiped out.
How do teachers pursue greater professional
development when they are being attacked in such a
way? How is the enthusiasm, learning, knowledge
and understanding of teachers to be enhanced when
the government deliberately embarks upon a
program of denigrating teachers and their roles and
starving them of professional development
resources?
How are teachers able to exercise their professional
judgment when there are such dramatic increases in
class sizes? On the first day of term this year the
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Minister for Education was asked on radio by Neil
Mitchell what he believed to be the appropriate size
for a prep grade. The minister replied 20 to 24.
However a survey conducted throughout the
eastern suburbs clearly shows that more than 70 per
cent of young people are in prep grades with more
students than that. The minister does not know, but
his own Schools of the Future program shows how it
has failed. Teachers cannot exercise professional
skills and judgment when they are faced with larger
class sizes than is already the case.
A similar situation arises with the lack of emergency
teachers. Last year there was a dramatic cutback in
the government's commitment to replacing absent
teachers in Victoria's schools. The government is
aware of it because people wrote to it about the
problem. One of the most dramatic implications of
the Schools of the Future program is the that
teachers will not be replaced. One of the most basic
things in an education system and one of the most
important aspects of an education minister's
responsibility is to ensure that an absent teacher is
replaced.
This minister has failed in that regard because
teachers are not replaced. Last year parents of
children attending Knox Primary School were asked
to put activity items in their children's bags because
the school might not be able to provide a teacher in
the case of illness. Honourable members are all
aware of situations where the size of classes has
doubled because teachers have not been replaced.
The situation of teachers having to take over other
grades is now commonplace.
One of the most basic requirements of any school
system is sufficient teachers. The Schools of the
Future program fails because it is driven by
considerations of the size and cost of the system, and
a national average. Enshrined in any school system
should be the principle that it is driven by the
requirements of young people. The test of any
school system is whether teachers are available. The
government's system has failed to meet that test.
The minister said Schools of the Future would
enable principals to become true leaders in their
schools. Principals are in fact being isolated by a
more market-driven approach to education in which
dollars rather than educational outcomes are the
most important consideration. Principals will be
taken out of classrooms and will spend more time as
business managers. The day is fast approaching
when principals will be appointed on their
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accounting backgrounds rather than on their
educational skills.
Such an approach is not worth while. A good
education system requires commitment by those
who comprise it. During the 1980s in the education
system a partnership existed between principals,
school councils, teachers and the wider community
in the interests of students. 'That system is being
destroyed by the government's divisive approach
through the Schools of the Future program.
The minister takes a divisive approach by speaking
to some organisations but not to others. I abhor any
system that selects some people ahead of others.
Such an approach is not in the interests of students
or the education system in general. Everyone in the
education community should be treated on equal
terms. All have a role to play and all the constituent
units should be able to be heard by the minister. The
Schools of the Future program does not treat people
equally. The spirit of partnership and the
collaborative approach that used to exist in
education in Victoria have gone.
It is unrealistic to make cost the be-all and end-all of
what happens in a school. Each school is different.
Urban schools are different from rural schools.
Those things must be taken into account in
determining policies and who should be involved in
collaborative decision making.

The opposition notes with regret that the
introduction of Schools of the Future has resulted in
the passing of the collaborative approach. The
minister promised that schools would be given a
greater say in the running of and future progress of
schools. It is sad to note that school organisations are
now not aware of changes introduced by the
goverrunent until after they have been passed by
Parliament. In the last sessional period, Parliament
passed legislation that drastically changed the role
of school councils, yet councils were not consulted
prior to the introduction of the legislation.
During the 1970s and 1980s, education ministers
consulted school councils and considered them
worthy of being involved in the making of decisions
that concerned them. Decisions are now made by
management consultants in the Rialto tower, which
is why so much of the government's education
legislation is so poor. The legislation is not about
ensuring partnership in schools or improving the
education of the state's young people - its most
important resource.
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The minister promised that if a coalition government
were elected the bureaucracy would become
increasingly irrelevant and would diminish as
schools of the future made their own decisions. He
spoke of a process of concentrating resources where
they were needed most - in the schools. The
reverse has taken place: fewer resources have been
made available for schools; more than 8000 teachers
have been taken out of the system; more than 300
schools have been closed; special programs have
gone; and music, library, art and computer
programs that were once an integral part of the
school curriculum are no longer available.
The Schools of the Future program would fail any
test! Fewer teachers, fewer schools, fewer specialist
programs and activities like excursions are now
available - and the list goes on! Teachers are not
being replaced. The education system in this state
has been dismantled.
Yet the coalition promised that the opposite would
happen. In its election policy, the coalition promised
country Victoria that small rural schools would
become the focus for rural reconstruction. As a rural
member, Mr Acting Speaker, you would understand
how hollow those words were. The majority of the
schools that were closed were rural schools and the
greatest changes have taken place in rural Victoria. I
am sure that you, Sir, have had words to say behind
closed doors about the great contradiction between
what the minister promised and what he has
delivered.
The minister has failed to provide the resources that

were promised. All honourable members will recall
that school support centres were supposed to go into
schools. Have the staff who took voluntary
redundancy packages been replaced? The answer is
no. Where are those facilities and services now?
The minister has taken a user-pays approach. If
parents wish their child to have counselling or
Specialist help for learning or hearing disabilities,
the goverrunent expects them to pay a fee for that
service. The government will no longer accept
responsibility for ensuring that students gain access
to those Specialists. Although school support centres
had provided an outstanding service, their recent
performance has declined significantly. Those
specialists were an integral part of the uniqueness of
a state education system because they ensured that
young people, wherever they were, could gain
access to them. It did not depend on the income of
their parents or whether they lived in urban or rural
Victoria. The centres were available to all.
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It is a reflection on the Schools of the Future
program that those facilities have not been provided.
It is also a reflection on the minister that he has not
ensured that resources are available to schools of the
future despite their having taken hundreds
of millions of dollars out of the education system. At
the beginning of the government's term in office it
was suggested that cuts in education had to be made
because of the so-called black hole. Although
initially that black hole was calculated at $40 million,
we now know it is more than $400 million. It is
obvious that education is not a priority of this
government - it is not something on which it has a
major focus. Indeed, the government has taken the
path of the market-driven, economic dry approach
associated with dismantling the statewide system
and casting off schools to become autonomous
competitive units.
In his policy commitment to the Schools of the
Future program the minister said that the coalition's
vision for education revolved around the concept of
strong, autonomous and challenging schools. I have
no doubt that the schools remaining are strong. I
have no doubt that the schools the government has
defined as being weak - smaller schools and rural
schools - have gone. When the government
decided to go down that path it took away the
resources that were formerly available to schools.
The government saved hundreds of thousands of
dollars as a result of its decision to close schools. The
opposition is disappointed that communities will no
longer have the concept of neighbourhood schools.
The changes the government introduced in 1993
mean that the concept of a neighbourhood school in
the local commWlity no longer exists.

Mr Acting Speaker, as you represent a rural
electorate - Murray Valley - you will be aware of
the unprecedented increase in the number of
children being bussed around rural Victoria, just as
those members representing metropolitan
electorates are aware of the dramatic increases in the
number of young people travelling from one area to
another because the government no longer considers
it relevant to have neighbourhood schools. I reject
that notion and grieve for the passing of local
neighbourhood schools that were accessible to
young people and an essential feature of a Wlique
way of life for local communities in Victoria and
throughout Australia.
The minister made a commitment that schools
would be autonomous, but every decision that has
emanated from the Department of Education has
resulted in less autonomy for schools. Recently the
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Director of School Education, Mr Geoff Spring, sent
a fax in the morning issuing instructions and a
second fax in the afternoon contradicting the earlier
one. There has never been as much centralisation in
the administration of our education system as there
is now through that great centralist, Mr Spring, and
the way he has gone about introducing changes.
It is fascinating that at a time when the government
is introducing its Schools of the Future program,
closing schools and sacking 8000 teachers, it has
introduced district liaison principals, a concept
which has never been evaluated; yet it will cost the
department about $14 million if one considers the 60
positions and support staff and facilities that will be
required. The government cannot evaluate to what
extent the district liaison principals program will be
worthwhile. I suspect it is all about line
management, greater centralisation and more
control over what happens in schools. That is why
there has been so much influence on the
appointments of district liaison principals by the
director, the minister and the parliamentary
secretary.

One need only consider the person who was
appointed to the position in the
Goulburn-north-eastern region, who was not even
considered worthy of being interviewed by all the
panels. In the end as a result of the relationship with
Mr Spring through quality provision that person got
the job.
The house is also aware of what happened in
Ballarat where a person was appointed after not
having been considered worthy of being short-listed.
As a result of the intervention of the parliamentary
secretary a telephone hook-up took place and the
person was put down at no. 5 on the list. When the
list was finally issued that person was at no. 1.
Without the intervention of the parliamentary
secretary, the panel, left to its own devices, would
not even have short-listed him.
In the Latrobe Valley people who were offered
positions were not high on the list. Many people
who were listed at nos 1 and 2 were not considered
worthy of appointment because they had stood up
for a public education system. Some people
recommended by local panels had been dressed
down by the parliamentary secretary over their role
in the education system and were not offered
appointment.

Appeals that have gone to the Merit Protection
Board were not heard because the board cannot
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consider appeals on merit. It makes a mockery of
any system if one cannot go to an independent body
when one is aggrieved about a promotion or an
appointment. If one cannot appeal on the basis of
merit it makes a mockery of the Merit Protection
Board, which is an advisory body not independent
of the government or the minister.
Yesterday I referred to a Mr Peter Bond who
indicated that the Chairman of the Merit Protection
Board had discussed his case with Mr Spring. That is
highly improper and demonstrates the lack of
independence of boards in this state. It certainly
demonstrates that appointments in the education
field are not based on merit.
It grieves me greatly to think that the position
prevailing in this state is that senior people in the
education area -administrators, general managers
and district liaison principals - are more committed
to the minister of the day and the ideology of the
government than to a statewide education system,
but that is what has happened. That has been made
evident over the past three weeks of sittings as I
have given further examples of the way the system
has been usurped, the way people have been
hand-picked and the way they have been vetoed. On
not one occasion has the minister denied the
accusations or revelations of the oppOSition. He will
be damned and criticised for what he has allowed to
happen in creating schools of the future and in the
politicisation of senior appointments. It reflects on
the minister in a way that is extremely damning.

Debate interrupted pursuant to sessional orders.
Sitting suspended 1.00 p.m. until 2.04 p.m.

DISTINGUISHED VISITORS
The SPEAKER - Order! It is my pleasure to
welcome to the Speaker's gallery Mr Neil Bell, a
member of the Northern Territory Parliament;
Cr Peter Danson, the Mayor of Mildura; Cr Elizabeth
Maffei, the President of the Shire of Mildura;
Cr Marie Ross, the President of the Shire of
Walpeup; and Cr Gavin Marshmann, President of
the Shire of Karkarooc.
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QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE
Australia Air International
Mr BRUMBY (Leader of the Opposition) - Will
the Minister for Industry and Employment confirm
that prior to the $5 million grant or loan to Australia
Air International under the government's secret
industry policy guidelines to entice it to come to
Melbourne, the company had already confirmed
that Melbourne would be its base, as evidenced by
the International Air Transport Association's
approval in September 1993 of Melbourne schedules
for the airline, subsequent arrangements for the use
of first-class lounges at Tullamarine and
negotiations for the lease of suitable office space in
Melbourne?

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr GUDE (Minister for Industry and
Employment) - I thank the Leader of the
Opposition for his question, which was very long.
Although it is a little hard to recall everything the
honourable member asked about, I will endeavour
to do so.

Firstly, he suggested the government has a secret
industry policy.
Mr Brumby interjected.
Mr GUDE - We have 29 minutes; I am tempted
but I won't! There is a range of incentives available
to industry in Victoria, which the honourable
member-Mr Thomson interjected.
Mr GUDE -Are you finished little fella?
A range of incentives are available to encourage the
development of industry in Victoria. They were
released in September last year - I think it was
29 September - as part of the government's
industry statement; and to my knowledge all
honourable members have been forwarded copies of
the statement.

Honourable members interjecting.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE

Wednesday, 30 March 1994

ASSEMBLY

Mr GUDE - I regret that opposition members
are unable to read it! The statement makes it clear
that Victoria is again open for business.

Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER - Order! Question time cannot
proceed with a barrage of interjections. If the house
is not prepared to come to order, I will make
alternative arrangements. I ask the minister to
conclude his answer.
Mr GUDE -It is clear from the yapping on the
other side of the house that the Labor Party does not
want Victoria to open for business again. The
opposition does not like the fact that in the
December quarter last year some $14 billion worth
of investment was committed to the state of Victoria.
It does not like the fact that the Industrial Supplies
Office is dealing with apprOximately $15 billion
worth of investment. In the case of the particular
matter raised by - -
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changes brought about by WorkCover benefited
both employers and employees?
Mr KENNEIT (premier) - The Leader of the
Opposition has not asked me one question this year.
One can only assume that in the empty suit that sits
on the other side there is a broad brushstroke of
yellow paint where the Leader of the Opposition'S
spine should be!

Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER - Order! I believe the Premier
has used an unparliamentary expression, and I ask

him to withdraw.
Mr KENNEIT - Mr Speaker, which part was
unparliamentary?
The SPEAKER - Order! In passing, the Premier
made a remark about the colour of the spine of the
Leader of the Opposition. I ask the Premier to
withdraw.

Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER - Order! I ask the minister to
resume his seat. I have been watching the Leader of
the OppOSition intently. He must not indulge in any
interplay across the table; and I ask the Premier to
resist any temptation to respond.
Mr GUDE -In the case of the matter that has
been raised, a company has made an approach to
relocate its business in Victoria. The government has
responded to that company in the same way it has
responded and will continue to respond to other
industries that are seeking the opportunity to come
to Victoria.
The concessions that are available include the
government's forgOing payroll tax and land tax;
support for infrastructure development; assistance
with education grants; and a fast-track facilitation
processes. The company has acted properly in
approaching the government, which has also acted
properly and we will do whatever we can to attract
new industries to Victoria. 'That will lead to the
creation of jobs, which the opposition obviously has
no interest in.

Mr KENNETr - I withdraw the word 'yellow'.
He has no spine at all. He is without doubt the worst
parliamentary leader we have seen for some time.
Mr BAKER (Sunshine) - On a point of order,
Mr Speaker, my observation of your behaviour in
the past has been that you would not accept that
type of behaviour from any other member. I ask you
to treat the Premier the same way. Do not be bullied
by him! Stand him up and make him withdraw
unequivocally!

Mc KENNElT (premier) - On the point of
order, Mr Speaker, you took offence because I used
the word 'yellow' to describe the Leader of the
Opposition's spine. I withdrew the word 'yellow'
and simply added that he obviously had no spine.
As the honourable member would know, it is
unusual that not once during the sessional period
has the Leader of the Opposition asked a question. I
have conformed with the Speaker's ruling.
The SPEAKER - Order! I asked the Premier to
withdraw what I believed to be an unparliamentary
expression, and he withdrew the word. There is no
point of order.

WorkCover
Mr JENKINS (Ballarat West) - Will the Premier
inform the house of the measures the government
has taken to turn around the discredited WorkCare
scheme of the previous government? How have the

Mr KENNETI' - I return to the question so
correctly asked by the honourable member for
Ballarat West. When the coalition came to office 18
months ago WorkCare - now WorkCover - was
totally out of control. The unfunded liabilities were
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in excess of $2 billion. On top of that many workers
were given no incentives to return to work. The
average claim length in Victoria was 28 weeks
compared with only 8 weeks in New South Wales.
Regrettably the system was widely rorted,
particularly by many Labor lawyers. Unfortunately
that led to premiums being 50 per cent higher than
those in New South Wales. The government has
increased the benefits, in particular, to seriously
injured workers. It has attacked - Mr Micallef - That is rubbish!
Mr KENNElT - It is not rubbish if you
understand the scheme. Yesterday the government
increased the maximum lump sum payment for
those most seriously affected from $184 000 to
almost $300 000. I pay particular credit to the
Minister responsible for WorkCover, Mr Roger
Hallam, his committee and those who have been
working with him during the past 18 months. We
have actually reduced the unfunded liabilities from
approximately $2.3 billion to something in the order
of $223 million. That is a massive reduction.
The government has cut premiums by half a per
cent. That means that today industry is paying
approximately $200 million less in premiums. That
alone will allow industry to stabilise and grow.
Further drops in premiums are anticipated in the
1994-95 financial year.
We have also added another incentive. For so long
sufferers on WorkCare were unable to go back to
part-time work without subtracting from their
benefits. Under the government's new scheme
part-time workers will be allowed to keep 40 cents
in every dollar they earn while on benefits. That
very important change will assist people. The
honourable member for Springvale says, 'Hear!
hear!'. I think that change will be universally
supported; it was an obvious omission from the
previous scheme.
One area of concern that the government will
address this session is the explosion in claims for
hearing loss, which have risen from 2 per cent of
claims in 1985-86 to 29 per cent. In 1992-93, 47 per
cent of lump sum payments for permanent injuries
were for hearing loss. That has become a growth
industry; it is obviously being abused by both
employees and employers.
Some honourable members may have seen The
Investigators last night. The program clearly exposed
this problem and named two companies, Better Care
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Pty Ltd and U-Care Pty Ltd, which are directly
marketing minor claims. They are doing so against
the interests of the employee and certainly against
the interests of the employer. A third company,
Australian Compensation Services, is soliciting
names and assistance from employees to try to
pursue claims through mail drops, caravans and so
on at higher costs than the employees elected
representatives in unions or in-house arrangements.
Those companies have clearly been promising false
benefits. They say the average claim will be $6000 or
$10 000 when in fact it will be closer to $4000. The
coalition will introduce a 7 per cent threshold on
hearing loss claims to curb the explosion in claims
being encouraged by these parasites on the
employed. The companies are using others in a very
cruel way. Regardless of whether they are unionised
I suggest that employees leave Better Care and
U-Care alone. They should certainly leave alone
Australian Compensation Services and use the more
traditional methods of claims administration.
The government is continually refining WorkCover
to the stage where it is without doubt the most
efficient scheme in the country. It gets people back
to work and costs the community less both in terms
of payments by employers and compensation for
employees' injuries.
The government will continue to work on this issue
and others it inherited from its predecessors. They
were in an abject mess because special conditions
had been applied to assist their so-called mates. At
the end of the day the ones who have lost the most
have been their mates; they have been ripped off by
sharks in the system. Ultimately all workers and
employers are entitled to a good workers
compensation system - in this case WorkCover.
This government intends to deliver.

Industrial relations
Mr THOMSON (Pascoe Vale) - Did the
Minister for Industry and Employment recently
address a meeting of chief executive officers of
government instrumentalities, including the Gas and
Fuel Corporation, the SEC and Melbourne Water
and admit that : one, the government had got it
terribly wrong in industrial relations and had
stuffed it up; two,thegovenunenthad
underestimated the number of workers transferring
to federal awards; and three, that the govenunent
needed to provoke a major confrontation with the
union leadership by pushing for lower wages and a
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40-hour week to create industrial unrest before the
next federal election?
Mr GUDE (Minister for Industry and
Employment) - I do not know to which fairies at
the bottom of which garden the honourable member
has been speaking to, but the answer is no.

Federal industrial relations reforms
Mr DAVIS (Essendon) - Will the Minister for
Industry and Employment inform the house of the
government's response to the ringing endorsement
the federal Minister for Industrial Relations,
Mr Brereton, has given the new federal industrial
relations laws which take effect from today?
Mr GUDE (Minister for Industry and
Employment) - I thank the honourable member for
his question - -

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr GUDE - His name is Davis!
The SPEAKER - Order! I have repeatedly
warned the house that if there is not more
cooperation with the Chair I will suspend question
time for 5 or 10 minutes.
Mr GUDE - This is a black day for industrial
relations reform in this country, and today's media
commentaries do not endorse the process. The only
people who support the reform are the minister and
some trade union officials. If ever there was a reason
for legislation to be tom up and restructured, the
newspapers have given evidence of it: it has been
condemned by legal, economic, industrial and
political commentators and businessmen. The
potential damage is aptly summed up by Mr Rick
Lloyd, a Victorian storeowner, who told the Herald
Sun that the legislation would force him and his wife
to work longer hours instead of hiring someone.
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Horrendous '" a bad impact on everyone involved.

Mr Peter Schweinsberg, a small businessman, told
the Australian that it was:
An added burden that will act as a disincentive to
employers.

Mr Rob Bastian, the Chief Executive of the Council
of Small Business Organisations, said:
It will cost jobs and would not promote enterprise
bargaining.

Mr Ian Spicer, the Chief Executive of the Australian
Chamber of Commerce and Industry, told the
Australian that the legislation was:
So complex and so difficult.

The Australian was told by P. P. McGuinness that it
was:
A disgrace ... constitutionally it is outrageous ... It will
be virtually impossible to sack an employee for
incompetence.

The Australian editorial stated:
The losers would include the unemployed ... a law
designed to protect the position of unions and at odds
with the logic of the economy's internationalisation.

Mr Jim Tehan, the President of the Victorian Farmers
Federation, told the Age that the new legislation was:
Diabolical news for the rural sector.

The Age editorial stated:
The good parts are heavily outweighed by the bad.
Unions remain exempt ... the new act reinforces their
monopoly.

So far as small business is concerned the legislation
is anti-jobs; it will not create one job. It is designed to
assist two classes of people: lawyers and union
officials. They will be the sole beneficiaries of the
legislation, which takes effect from today.

Mr Reg Hamilton, the Australian Chamber of
Commerce and Industry's legal officer, told the Age:

Let us consider some of the comments available for
everyone to read in today's media. The Manager of
Salary Administration at the Geelong Hospital,
Mr Mick Tuohey, told the Australian that the
legislation was:

Alan Mitchell of the Australian Financial Review said:

It's a minefield. It's exactly what we warned the
govemmentabout.

Mr Kelty got the reform he wanted.

Steve Burrell, the economics editor of the Australian
Financial Review, stated:
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Having promised a mountain, the government brought
forth a mouse.

The Australian Labor Party of New South Wales
told the Austrtllilm:

Wednesday, 30 March 1994

series of questions about this matter, both last year
and this year in this house. The outcome of the
public tender process is such that the taxpayers of
Victoria will be saved more than $10 million a year.
The Herald Sun, the only media outlet to have picked
up the story, says:

Too complex.

Honourtlble members interjecting.
Mr GUDE - I know the opposition does not like
to hear it but that is what its colleagues in New
South Wales are saying. The federal minister himself
summed up his belief in this ludicrous legislation
when he said:
If there was someone around to take over the industrial
relations portfolio I will be happy to give it up.

That says it all. His heart is not in it, and neither is
the heart of the Prime Minister of Australia.

The Herald Sun is not suggesting Mr Graham has acted
improperly or that National Bus did not deserve to win
the tender.

That is the bottom line. The honourable member and
the journalist are trying to cast aspersions because
Mr Graham's firm, by far the best in Australia for
the purpose for which the department has employed
it, has worked for the biggest bus company in
Australia and for a number of governments, most
recently the Labor government of Queensland. I am
prepared to take this further if need be. The
honourable member and the journalist are trying to
cook up a perception - -

Met bus services
Mr BATCHELOR ('Thomastown) - I refer the
Minister for Public Transport to the fact that for 10
years Roger Graham worked for Jim Bosnjak's bus
company; he was then engaged by the Department
of Transport to work on the tendering process for
the contracting out of Met buses; and recently he has
again worked for Mr Bosnjak's bus company, which
was given the contract for 80 per cent of the Met bus
services. I ask: between what dates did Roger
Graham work as a consultant for the Department of
Transport and, if the minister cannot say, will he
give an undertaking to provide the house with the
information and the relevant documents as soon as
possible?

Mr BROWN (Minister for Public Transport) - I
can only repeat what I said yesterday because it is
the same question - -

Honourtlble members interjecting.
The SPEAKER -Order! I warn the honourable
member for Carrum.
Mr BROWN - The fact is that the honourable
member for Thomastown and one joumalist, who
has become known as the mouthpiece of the Labor
Party, have been engaged in a crusade for many
months. However, they cannot get anywhere. They
talk regularly about what they will ask next but the
bottom line is that everything that has just been
raised is on the public record. I have answered a

MrTHOMSON (pascoe Vale) -On a point of
order, Mr Speaker, the question asked by the
honourable member for Thomastown was specific:
can the minister inform the house between which
dates Roger Graham worked as a consultant for the
transport department and, if not, will he give an
undertaking to provide the house with the
information? The minister's answer is not relevant to
the specific question of which dates Roger Graham
worked as a consultant for the department. That is
what we want to know.

The SPEAKER - Order! The relevance of an
answer to a question is a difficult matter for the
Chair to decide. I believe the minister is talking on
the subject. However, I warn him that I believe he is
tending to debate the question. I ask him to come
back to the answer.
Mr BROWN (Minister for Public Transport) I will say it again. This matter has been raised a
number of times. The two of them are getting
nowhere. They are running what one might describe
as a vendetta or a personal campaign. If they want
something to be investigated they have to put the
goods on the table. The fact is that there are no
goods to put on the table so they are trying to cast
aspersions and to impugn people who have good
reputations. It belittles the institution the gentleman
supposedly represents to continue to try to make a
story where no story exists.
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Gambling addiction
Mr BYAMS (Dromana) - Will the Minister for
Community Services inform the house of the
programs and strategies the government has put in
place to assist people with gambling problems?
Mr JOHN (Minister for Community Services) This morning, with my colleague the Honourable
Haddon Storey, the Minister for Gaming, I
co-launched a pro-active strategy to assist people
who have problems with gambling or gambling
addiction. The government, through the Community
Support Fund, will provide $4.143 million over the
next three years with an integrated set of programs
and an excellent pro-active strategy which is
designed to support individuals who have gambling
problems.
As honourable members would know, some people
become addicted to gambling and as a result their
families can fall into disarray - their spouses are
hurt and their children deprived.
Often the person who is addicted to gambling is also
experiencing other problems, and the gambling
addiction is sometimes only a symptom of deeper
problems related to alcohol or drug abuse, financial
problems, unemployment and so on.
The government will be emphasising a multifaceted
set of programs involving non-government sector
community agencies, and we will work with
community agency groups and church groups at the
coalface.
Honourable members may be interested to know,
although one would wonder about that, seeing the
reaction of members opposite, because this is an
important matter which I would have thought - The SPEAKER - Order! If members of the
opposition want to sacrifice another question, I will
take action. I suggest that they remain silent.
Mr JOHN - There are a number of aspects of the
program that I wish to raise. The first is intensive
financial counselling and support at the regional
level, where the government will be auspicing
non-government community agencies to intensify
the support that will be given to these people.
Secondly, the government will involve itself in
research programs and dose evaluation of these
programs. Thirdly, the community information
program will be conducted through the media and
through the gambling facilities themselves, and the

government expects full cooperation from those
agencies. The government will also involve itself in
curriculum development at the tertiary level because
little is known about the statistics of the problems of
gambling in Victoria and throughout the world.
Finally, the government will also appoint liaison
officers to link the problems of gambling and
gamblers to the generic support services.
This government is serious about aSSisting people
with gambling addictions and problems, and that is
reflected by its commitment of $4.143 million over a
three-year period.

Met bus services
Mr BATCHELOR (Thomastown) - I refer the
Minister for Public Transport to the $200 million
sting perpetrated against the Department of
Transport and I ask: can the minister guarantee that
at no time when Roger Graham was working as a
consultant for the Department of Transport was he
giving advice to the Bosnjak family or their business
interests?
Mr BROWN (Minister for Public Transport) What a guy the honourable member for
Thomastown is to ask a question like that! He would
be the least qualified in this Parliament to ask a
question like that.

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr BROWN - What needs to be understood,
and it was made crystal clear in the debate earlier
this day, is that this opposition is in the gutter.
Yesterday the honourable member tried to exploit
the rape of a 77-year-old woman for political point
scoring. What a pathetic outcome-The SPEAKER - Order! The minister's answer is
not relevant to the question and I ask him to come
back to the question.
Mr BROWN - The honourable member is
continuing to cast aspersions around. The bottom
line is this: the tender was an open, public,
well-advertised process.
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JOINT SITI1NG OF PARLIAMENT
University of Ballarat
Victoria University of Technology
Message received from Council acquainting
Assembly that they have agreed to joint sitting to
eled members to council of University of Ballarat
and Victoria University of Technology.

CITY OF GREATER BENDIGO BILL
Introduction and first reading
Mr MACLELLAN (Minister for Planning)
introduced a bill to constitute the City of Greater
Bendigo and for other purposes.
Read first time.

ENVIRONMENT PROTECTION
(GENERAL AMENDMENT) BILL
Introduction and first reading
Mr COLEMAN (Minister for Natural Resources)
introduced a bill to amend the Environment
Protection Ad 1970, to consequentially amend the
Parliamentary Committees Ad 1968 and for other
purposes.
Read first time.

CHILDREN AND YOUNG PERSONS
(MISCELLANEOUS AMENDMENTS)
BILL
Introduction and first reading
Mr JOHN (Minister for Community Services)
introduced a bill to amend the Children and Young
Persons Ad 1989, the Community Services Ad
1970 and the Children and Young Persons
(Amendment) Act 1992 and for other purposes.
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formed to carry on the business of banking under
the law of the Commonwealth and for other
purposes.
Read first time.

FRIENDLY SOCIETIES (BENEFIT
FUNDS) BILL
Introduction and first reading
Mrs WADE (Attorney-General) - I move:
That I have leave to bring in a bill to amend the
Friendly Societies Act 1986 and for other purposes.

Mr BAKER (Sunshine) - Can the minister give
some simple explanation of the bill to the house?
Mrs WADE (Attorney-General) (By leave) - I am
only too delighted to give the honourable member
an insight into the bill. It is a fairly small bill that is
related to a problem friendly societies and their
banks have had about the banking arrangements for
friendly societies. I have no doubt the honourable
member, who has shown an interest in friendly
societies, would be aware that when a member of a
friendly society invests money with a friendly
society that money goes into a specific fund in which
the member will have decided to invest.

The bill deals with a problem relating to a mixing of
funds going into and out of friendly societies. As the
money goes through the banks, the funds are mixed
for a certain period. The banks and the friendly
societies have been concerned about whether the
provisions in existing legislation reflect the way
these funds are dealt with through the banking
process. The bill ensures that the accounting
procedures for the different funds held by friendly
societies are appropriate and it also provides for the
establishment of an inwards clearing account, an
outwards clearing account and an investment
account for a friendly society. Funds can remain in
those accounts for a short period on their way to
appropriate investment.

Read first time.
Motion agreed to.

STATE BANK OF SOUTH AUSTRALIA
(TRANSFER OF UNDERTAKING) BILL
Introduction and first reading
Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer) introduced a bill to
provide for the transfer of part of the undertaking
of the State Bank of South Australia to a company

Read first time.

LEGAL AID COMMISSION (AMENDMENT) BILL
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LEGAL AID COMMISSION
(AMENDMENT) BILL

ACCIDENT COMPENSAnON
(AMENDMENT) BILL

Introduction and first reading

Introduction and first reading

Mrs WADE (Attorney-General) introduced a bill to
amend the Legal Aid Commission Act 1978.

Mr PESCOTI (Minister for Industry Services)
introduced a bill to amend the Accident
Compensation Act 1985, the Accident
Compensation (WorkCover Insurance) Act 1993,
the Workers Compensation Act 1958, the Transport
Accident Act 1986, the Corrections Act 1986 and
certain other acts and for other purposes.

Read first time.

SENTENCING (VICTIM IMPAcr
STATEMENTI BILL
Introduction and first reading
Mrs WADE (Attorney-General) introduced a bill to
amend the Sentencing Act 1991 and the Children
and Young Persons Act 1989 and for other
purposes.
Read first time.

EQUIPMENT (PUBLIC SAFETY) BILL

Read first time.

TRANSPORT (FURTHER
AMENDMENT) BILL
Introduction and first reading
Mr BROWN (Minister for Public Transport)
introduced a bill to amend the Transport Act 1983,
the Road Safety Act 1986 and the Transport
(Amendment) Act 1993 and for other purposes.

Introduction and first reading
Read first time.
Mr PESCOTr (Minister for Industry Services) I move:
That I have leave to bring in a bill to provide for public
safety in relation to prescnbed equipment and
equipment sites, to amend the Occupational Health and
Safety Act 1985 and schedule 4 to the Magistrates'
Court Act 1989.

Mr BAKER (Sunshine) - Will the minister give a
brief description of the purpose of the bill?
Mr PESCOTr (Minister for Industry Services) (By
leave) - I find it amazing that the honourable

NATIONAL CRIME AUTHORITY
(STATE PROVISIONS) (AMENDMENT)
BILL
Introduction and first reading
Mr McNAMARA (Minister for Police and
Emergency Services) introduced a bill to amend
the National Crime Authority (State Provisions)
Act 1984.
Read first time.

WITNESS PROTECTION
(AMENDMENT) BILL

member for Sunshine should ask this question when
the opposition spokesman on this issue is here and
waiting to ask the question, too. The simple fact is
that legislation in this state deals with occupational
health and safety issues in the workplace and we are
combining that with legislative requirements for
public safety - that is, where people are using
equipment in public places as distinct from the
workplace.

Mr McNAMARA (Minister for Police and
Emergency Services) introduced a bill to amend
the Witness Protection Act 1991 and for other
purposes.

Motion agreed to.

Read first time.

Read first time.

Introduction and first reading

FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT BILL and FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT (CONSEQUENTIAL AMENDMENTS) BILL
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most significant reform of the financial and
budgetary processes and accountability to
Parliament and the systems that are at the heart and
nature of our Westminster system since the 1950s.

Second reading

We found that a serious and concerted attempt was
made to deal the Governor out of the process of
discussion of the bill on two occasions when he took
rare and brief trips away. It is no coincidence that at
the heart of the matter was an attempt to remove the
Governor's warrant and authority and to allow the
power of the executive to proceed in an
untrammelled way. Because of the weight that was
brought down on him by the Governor, the
Treasurer included a rather timid and craven
comment in his second-reading speech on the
Financial Management Bill:

Debate resumed from 19 November 1993 and 10
March; motions of Mr I. W. SMITH (Minister for
Finance) and Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer).
Mr BAKER (Sunshine) - These important bills
are to be debated together, and the opposition will
oppose them for reasons I shall come to later. First, I
bring to the attention of the house an extremely
serious concern about how the Financial
Management Bill found its way here and how there
appears to have been an attempt to nobble the
authority of His Excellency the Governor,
Mr Richard McGarvie, and bypass his authority.
Bills of this type are required to go to the Governor
for assent, after which a message would be
presented to this house.
My understanding from various unimpeachable
sources is that on two occasions that the Financial
Management Bill was sent to Government House and not by coincidence - the Governor was away
and the Acting Governor was present. The bill
received assent by the Acting Governor and the fix
was in! The Governor is known to pay close and
vigorous attention to his work, not just because of
his distinguished and eminent legal training but
because such is his nature and character. I have seen
him in action. He can be a bother to a minister who
is in a hurry because he insists upon examining
every minute detail in bills and asking questions
that are sometimes extremely difficult to answer.

Honourable members -

what he really means is, Your Excellency, and he
doffs his cap should note that the bill preserves the roles of the
Auditor-General and the Governor in the issue of
moneys from the consolidated fund.

I am assured by various sources that that process
occurred - I do not propose to name the sources
because doing so would cause them trouble. It was
not considered by the Governor to be a coincidence.
His Excellency summoned the Treasurer to
Government House and directed him to reinsert the
provision, which is now clause 17 of the Financial
Management Bill, because a failure to do so would
have removed the Governor's involvement in the
"ppropriation of public funds.

The Treasurer's second-reading speech does not tell
the story I have just told the house. It does not reveal
the dirty doings at the diggings! I have considerable
regard for the way in which the Treasurer comports
himself in public life - I have indicated that
before - although I do not agree with his views in
many respects but I have never known him to
behave in this fashion before. I can only conclude
that the old adage, 'If you lie down with dogs you
get fleas' is finally beginning to apply to him. People
in the town are talking. Honourable members are
starting to hear, especially from the old money in the
city, that the grifters and sharpies are gathering
around the government If you know someone or if
you are one of the mates you can get in. The word is
out that there is a bit of a smell about the
government The casino farce is one of the best
examples. The man from Las Vegas has arrived talk about accountability to Parliament! There are
some odd aspects about the way the licence was
approved and the proposal to increase the hotel size
around the time the prospectus was issued.

The Treasurer's second-reading speech is a bit of a
joke because it assures us that the bill contains major
reforms to improve budget sector management and
reporting, and to provide for enhanced
accountability to Parliament. It also states that when
taken wit.h the Audit Bill these bills represent the

The same old names are cropping up that have been
around Significant persons in the government since
they were young. A small-time group of grifters and
sharpies are running the state. They are getting
special favours. The phones are ringing in the
opposition's rooms, in the board rooms and
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newspaper offices. An old journalist can smell the
onset of decay, which is bordering on corruption,
that is hanging around the government. Let us not
talk about the attack on civil liberties that has been
mounted on another front. We have also seen a
concerted campaign in Parliament to remove the old
notions of accountability under the guise of a fiction
that the state's finances are in such a parlous state
that we cannot focus on anything else. Those
examples are much more clear cut and no less
sinister than the first category of concern I raised of
the removal of any form of independent criticism, or
underwritten statutory-funded criticism of the
government, such as that prOVided by the fonner
Equal Opportunity Commissioner, Ms Moira
Rayner. The attacks on the Director of Public
Prosecutions to remove - Mr E. R. SMITH (Glen Waverley) -On a point
of order, Mr Acting Speaker, I direct your attention
to standing order no. 127 and the question of
relevance. For at least the last half hour we have
listened patiently to the honourable member for
Sunshine going on and on about things that bear no
relevance to the bill. Although we know that lead
speakers traditionally are entitled to have a
broad-brush approach to their speeches, I direct
your attention to the section on relevance and ask
that you direct the honourable member for Sunshine
back to the bill.
Mr BAKER (Sunshine) - Mr Acting Speaker, on
the point of order - The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Cooper) - Order! I
have heard enough. The honourable member for
Glen Waverley is referring to standing order no. 99,
not no. 127, which relates to relevancy in general
debate. However, the point the honourable member
is making is whether the remarks of the honourable
member for Sunshine are generally relevant to the
bill.

At present I believe the honourable member for
Sunshine is setting the scene for a relevant
contribution to the debate. I am sure his remarks
will become even more relevant in the very near
future.
Mr BAKER (Sunshine) - A wise and gracious
ruling, Mr Acting Speaker. I was just completing the
lead -n before moving on to the gravamen of my
remarks. In addition to removing the authority of
the equal opportunity commissioner and attacking
the authority of the Director of Public Prosecutions
attacks have been made on the independence of the
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Auditor-General. And now we have reached the
Governor himself. He has been sucked into the
vortex. A serious attempt has been made to remove
his authority from a bill before Parliament without it
being put under his nose and discussed. That is a
serious omission.
Turning to the bill itself, although I highly approve
of many aspects, it is a pity that so many aspects are
lumped together. Il I were Treasurer of the state I
would have been inclined to introduce many of
these changes which, as the Treasurer said in his
second-reading speech, are critical
recommendations shared between the Nicholls
report on Victorian public finances and the more
recent Victorian Commission of Audit.
They are standard views shared by anybody with an
interest in trying to bring modem financial
management techniques into a system of
parliamentary appropriation and accountability that
dates from way back, depending on where you want
to see the first point, but certainly from the
prescriptions that Gladstone established in Britain
late last century.
As I have told the house many times the main
elements of change as I perceive them are, firstly, the
removal of the need to balance the consolidated
fund and the decision to allow limited borrowings
against future appropriations; secondly, the decision
to allow for the carrying forward of amounts
unspent at the end of a financial year; thirdly, the
provision for annual budget estimates to come to
Parliament with output information by program,
sources of funds and a statement of departmental
receipts; and fourthly, the requirement or the
mechanism of an omnibus, catch-all requirement for
annual reporting. All of those, either on a
stand-alone, cumulative or collective basis, are
strongly supported by the opposition. It is not before
time that these measures are introduced.

I have some minor observations to make about some
elements of the changes. There are some upon which
I have quite major and, unfortunately, reasonably
lengthy comments to make. However, the first of
two concerns I have is one about which I have been
totally consistent ever since I came to Parliament even as a junior government backbencher. It won me
no great credit from the Treasurers of that time, and
I was regarded as a bit of a smartie and a renegade,
someone who would not go anywhere fasl
However, members of the Economic and Budget
Review Committee at that time who are now in
government may appreciate exactly what a high-risk
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strategy I adopted in the interests of expressing
honest views. I still hold to them.

where all the trails are. They cannot be blamed for
thal It is human nature. Change threatens all of us.

The first of those is that with all these changes it is
absolutely essential that we move to an
accrual-based accounting system. It has been done
the wrong way around, just as the previous
government - I criticised it for it at the timeimplemented many of its financial reforms,
especially program budgeting, before tackling the
central problem. We should move to a system that
actually shows the financial transactions as they
occurred in the year - not just on a cash-in,
cash-out or invoice-and-receipt basis.

At the time the Cain government was introducing its
first financial reforms, the Greiner government in
New South Wales was going the other way, and
Mr Nicholls had a great deal to do with that. The
first thing the Greiner government did was to
introduce accrual-based accounting and its further
reforms, many of which are replicated in this bill,
built upon that. I am concerned that the state
government is not contemplating following that
lead. Rather than give me the standard political
response of, 'It is in hand. We have a group working
on that', I ask the government to take stock of the
matter and pull some political levers to ensure that
accrual accounting is adopted soon, because we will
not realise the full benefit of these reforms until that
occurs.

Anybody who has studied elementary accounting
does that as a first exam question; you do the books
for a service station or some other business. It is
presented to you on a cash basis and you use
accounts payable and accounts receivable and find
extraordinary differences in the circumstances of
that year for whatever small business it is.
Those lessons have stayed firmly implanted in my
mind. Merv Lincoln, the great runner, struggled to
teach me accounting - he didn't teach me much
about running, I might say - and I formally thank
him for his patience. He would be most amused to
know how his name came to be used! However, to
introduce these reforms without adopting
accrual-based accounting is a serious deficiency.
I realise the response from the government will be
that the Labor government did not do it, that it takes
time and that the government is getting there. The
government will say the bureaucracy has promised
it is getting there. But many bureaucrats have a
vested interest in not doing it; those who are the
keepers of the mystique and the keepers of the
wisdom may be overrun by the chains it brings.
Honourable members should remember that I
worked not in the minister's office but below deck in
the then Department of Management and Budget
where I learned much about how the public service
really operates -not how it operates in terms of
what they tell you in the minister's office or what
they tell the minister's viziers. They have totally
different perspectives from those in the minister's
office. They do not want this because old Fred who
knows where all the hollow logs are buried and old
Jack who has been doing it that way since he started
out as a bicycle boy and did his accounting at night
school - those characters are fictitious! - will be
overrun by the change. And quite often only three or
four people really know where all the money is and

My concerns relating to the need to balance the
consolidated fund are minor and this group of major
initiatives will lead to the use of the government's
new financial statistic formulas, which have been
agreed to by all states. At last we will be able to look
at accounts and within reason make comparisons
with the commonwealth, something we have not
been able to do in the pasl That will be extremely
useful. The artificial balance of the consolidated
fund, which has been an WU\ecessary drag upon the
demands of modern government and modern
financial organisations, has always been
meaningless. Although I take up the gentle warning
given by Mr Nicholls, the result of revenue minus
expenditure should be recorded somewhere in the
budget papers so that there is some notion of what is
happening in the cash flow of the consolidated fund.
I know there will be cash flow projections of a more
sophisticated kind, but it would be better for the
budget papers to indica te the flow of cash in and
cashoul
Although many people are alanned about allowing
limited borrowings against future appropriations,
the procedures should be formalised so that the
community is secure in the knowledge that those
appropriations are not fiddled with. I note that the
level of appropriation for future borrowings has
been set at an overall level of 1 per cent and an
individual departmental level of 3 per cent. I have
no quibble with that, and I am pleased that some
discipline has been introduced, but I am concerned
about what that may mean in an election year. The
temptation always exists for governments of any
political persuasion - I am not suggesting my own
side is any more circumspect than any other in this
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regard - to sweeten the pot a little, and that may be
especially attractive in light of recent federal
by-elections for marginal seats. On that basis for
future appropriations my guesstimate is that
somewhere between $100 million and $200 million
could be accrued in an election year; that represents
a significant temptation to all of us who are but
human and political creatures, especially in the
lead-up to an election. The government should make
some further prescriptions for election years. I
commend to the attention of the government the
way the New Zealand government has dealt with
this matter while still allowing for modest future
appropriations.
It is commonsense to allow for the carrying forward

of amounts unspent at the end of the financial year.
Many people have been advocating that for some
time. For a start, it removes that extraordinary and
bizarre imperative for people in government
departments to spend every cent of their budgets as
the end of the budget year approaches. Under that
system you started your next budget year on
unchanged policy and with the same expenditure, so
you were a dill if you underspent because you
started the year from a lower base than the year
before. Rather than getting credit for being a good
money manager, you were penalised and profligacy
was rewarded. I welcome the opportunity for
departments to carry that unspent money over to the
next year, and I note that the bill provides for the
Treasurer to specify that clearly in the budget.
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Auditor-General of that ministry and directed the
chief executive officer to quickly attend to those
matters.
Secondly, I asked the chief executive officer to issue
a note saying that a new minister had been
appointed and that if annual reports were not
presented to Parliament on time the persons
responsible would be sacked. I took it seriously. For
example, it was amazing how many reports that
were two or three years behind time were suddenly
presented to Parliament by the Department of
Agriculture! Because of my background I can say it
is an important issue. I am concerned about courtesy
and respect for Parliament and about the absolute
discourtesy of those people who would prefer
Parliament not to sit at all and not to interfere with
what they believe is their rightful role in governing
the state.
Within my own party there is a good deal of
anguished soul-searching about how a future Labor
government would act as a financial manager given
the lessons of the 1980s and the stain of the mistakes
of that time. It is a lively debate; and as you would
expect, Mr Acting Speaker, I am engaging in it in a
lively manner! I have certain views on the
development of principles and precepts and on the
many other issues in which I will be interested when
I become the Treasurer of Victoria after the next
election.
Mr Reynolds interjected.

The provision of annual budget estimates to the
Parliament with output information by program and
sources of funds with departmental receipts is an
excellent idea, although not Wlique to this
government. For too long public sector finances
have been driven by inputs and many of the
financial problems of the former government can be
attributed to that dominance of an interest in inputs
to the exclusion of any output analysis. I do not
disagree with that provision. Information provided
in that form will be extremely useful for all
honourable members.
The offer of an omnibus requirement for annual
reporting is also useful. Once again I have no quarrel
with it except to repeat one of my standards - that
is, I am not satisfied that all authorities meet that
requirement because not enough diSCipline is placed
upon them. I can say that safely in the knowledge
tha t any inspection of my own performance as a
minister will show that I was red hot on that.
Whenever I went to a new ministry, I did two
things. Firstly, I looked at the criticism of the

Mr BAKER - The portents are there even
though the ides of March have gone. There are
important issues the Labor Party must come to grips
with as it considers how it will frame budgets and
run the finances of the state. I believe -these are
my own ideas, not necessarily the views of the Labor
Party - that there are some simple notions that
many people still do not understand. For example, a
state budget is a closed system that cannot be
accurately compared with either a federal budget,
because a federal government can print money, or a
private sector budget, although many
apprOximations may usefully be made. Nor can the
demands of portfolios in one state be rigidly
compared with the demands of those in other states,
principally because of the different traditions,
cultures and the economic and demographic
make-ups of the various states. The rigid
benchmarking of portfolios, even in circumstances
where it is useful to have benchmarks, is not
necessarily the best guide.
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Approximately 75 per cent of state government
outlays - in the case of the education portfolio the
figure is about 80 per cent - go to maintaining jobs
and the contingent liabilities associated with them,
such as oncosts and the resources they soak up.
Monuments to the cargo-cult expressions of
government and social interests result in the
application of yet another standard. The museums,
art centres, and tennis centres are not one-off costs.
Although that point has been made in various
reports, the issue is not often understood. Many
people believe that, for example, the building of a
museum is a one-off cost, not a continuing cost to
the budget. However, there are maintenance and
staffing costs, as well as the costs associated with the
interest payments on the money the state has
borrowed to pay for the monument. Those costs
must be provided for on a conservatively costed
basis.
I have another message for those who seek to play
this game. They should remember that once a set
revenue has been decided on and the costs have
been deducted, including the interest the state is
required to pay on the debt, the process becomes
competitive and the various constituencies cannot
get everything they want. They are simple messages
but they are often misunderstood.
In the forums of my own party I have listened to a

speaker request more money and resources for a
lobby group or particular constituency and be
cheered for it. I have then listened to the next
speaker request more money and resources for a
different constituency and be cheered for that - and
so on for the third speaker. They have to understand
that they are not competing against the Premier or
the Treasurer of the day but against each other. That
is the way it has to be. Basically, when you know
what the plot is, government is about choices. A lot
of people in political life and political parties on all
sides of politics never understand that, because they
get caught up in the game-playing aspects of politics
or they are so obsessed with their own interests that
they cannot see beyond them and think
governments are there to exact more taxes.
The final'omily, or homily, depending on where the
honourable member for Glen Waverley went to
school, is that many government members do not
understand that a healthy public financial balance
sheet, a low debt-servicing ratio and a AAA credit
rating would not in themselves produce a buoyant
Victorian economy. The benefit would come from a
competitive ability to provide superior services,
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infrastructure and lifestyle as an incentive to growth
investment and accelerated economic activity.
The only benchmarks in which I would be interested
as the best indicators of the health or lack of health
of any public sector finances over which I was in
control are the ratio of interest on debt to revenue
and the ratio of interest on debt to outlays. That
message was drummed into me at the Melbourne
University business school, which is not a place that
usually caters to people from my side of politics. It is
my personal belief that those ratios are the critical
ones that one must bear down on.
I point out to those who have some understanding
of these matters that in snapshot those ratios reflect
the influence of most other oft-quoted
measurements. They must be confusing to the
layperson and the ordinary public, especially when
economists become involved. I remind the house
once again that the great Cambridge economist Jane
Robinson once said, 'The reason we study economics
is not so much to find specific economic solutions to
specific economic questions, but rather so that we
will not be deceived by economists'.
When one is running a sta te budget there is an
expectation that one will mind the till, and the Labor
Party understands that. I certainly understand that
and point out that my own budgets in agriculture
always came in $2 million underspent. If I am
running the state till at any future time, just as has
been the case with any budget I have ever nul, it will
come in under budget, the reason being tha t I will be
watching"that ratio of interest on debt to revenue.
It is a ratio ordinary people can understand because
they know what the interest bill is for the various
items they have purchased, such as the family home,
a car, white goods or anything else. They know how
that relates to their income. It is as simple and as
complex as that. It is like any good mathematical
expression that works, it is able to be stretched and
broken up to pick up a range of other things. More
than any other measure - including perhaps the
debt financing requirement, which is becoming a
popular measure and which I support - it reflects
the public sector financing requirement; gross state
product; growth; the velocity of economic activity that would be shown in the revenue, especially the
tax options that are available to state governments
because they are so sensitive to the velocity of
economic activity in terms of paper flows and
money movement; investment; population;
employment and employment participation rates;
consumer sentiment; inflation; interest rates; credit
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ratings; tariffs; sectoral shifts in the economy; the
level of financial assistance grants; the
mass-and-time profile of the debt and contingent
liabilities; the provision of infrastructure; asset sales;
public sector staffing levels; revenue surges; and the
level of provision of services across portfolios. There
is nothing left! That is why I like it, because it is
sensitive to all those things.
What happened to Victoria in the 1980s? Due to the
circumstances of the time and to some degree of
mismanagement, which I admit, and a failure to
pick the recession, that debt-servicing ratio climbed
to about 30 cents in the dollar. For every dollar of
revenue coming in, 30 cents was going to service
debt. That was partly due to incredibly high interest
rates and the shutdown of the Victorian
manufacturing base because it could not compete
globally and partly due to the state government of
the time abiding by the family pledge and not
increasing taxes and charges.
I argued that taxes and charges should be increased
because I was worried about that ratio, especially
interest rates, not the massive debt - the Tattslotto
style numbers that were run in the newspapers at
the time and used with great political skill. If things
are on the run and going well and interest rates are
coming down, as they are, that ratio will be affected.
What did Nick Greiner, the former Premier of New
South Wales, do during the good times? He took
some of the increased cash flows that were coming
from the buoyant economy and the frenetic activity
on the stock exchange and repatriated debt. He
managed to get his state's debt-servicing ratio under
control. The Victorian Treasurer has not made a dent
in our debt-servicing ratio. I am sure he will tell us
about that just before the next election. He will say,
'Give me another three or four years and I will really
fix it up'.
I have the November 1993 Access Economics report. I
believe there is a more recent report but I like that
agency's work and this report makes a lot of sense to
me. Table 4.4 refers to the state net debt on output
ratios. The report does not relate them to revenue;
there are just a number of ratios. In 1992-93
Victoria's ratio of state net debt to output was
30.3 per cent. The next highest ratio was South
Australia, with 27.7 per cent. The ratio for Tasmania
was 37 per cent; for the Northern Territory, 35.1 per
cent; for Western Australia, 20.1 per cent; and for
Queensland, 3 per cent. My own party has to
understand that you do not borrow to finance the
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gap if you decide to increase spending on services or
infrastructure.
There is a great need to start spending more on
infrastructure and education, both of which will
produce key economic benefits. We should be
preparing our children for success in the global
society by giving them a superior education in
maths, sciences, technical and other rigorous
disciplines - I am being a bit of a snob - and Asian
languages. That money would be well spent; it
would produce obvious economic benefits and
enhance Victoria's cultural traditions. The increased
spending would be supported because it would
boost the economy and improve people's lives. That
is consistent with one of the themes in the bills
which I am pleased about: focusing on outputs
rather than having an obsession and a fixation with
inputs.
I notice that the Access Economics report includes a
prediction of the debt-to-output ratios in 1996-97.
The alarming thing is that although it predicts
significant improvements for the other states - the
New South Wales ratio is expected to go down to
13.3 per cent - the Victorian ratio is expected to
stay much the same -at 28.9 per cent.
My attitude is that additional money can be spent
only as that gap is narrowed, because that is the
game. The gap can be narrowed in a range of ways:
redUcing publiC funding, obtaining an increase in
commonwealth funding through federal assistance
grants, repatriating debt, increasing taxes and
charges, and economic growth. Anybody with any
sense looks for a shandy of those components - but
the trend must be one way.
I know that the situation will not be fixed overnight.
I am certainly not promising that any Treasurer, me
included, could fix it quickly. The primary focus of
the next two or three terms of government must
be - it will be if I am Treasurer - to move one way.
Unlike his immediate predecessors this Treasurer
will get the benefit of reduced interest rates, !lot
those generated by credit-rating improvements but
those generated by economic circumstances and
international interest rates.
The opposition has some concerns about me
Financial Management (Consequential
Amendments) Bill. What a ridiculous name! What
race is that running in? Other speakers will take up
the issue of the removal of the appropriation
requirement from a range of acts including, you will
be pleased to hear, Mr Acting Speaker, the Swine
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Compensation Act. From memory, I believe the
Swine Compensation Fund contains some
$6 million, which 1 could never get my hands on and a good thing too! At least I was able to say to
other people who wanted to get their hands on it, '1
am sorry but you cannot touch it'. The list also
includes the Wire Netting Act and the Patriotic
Funds Act. There are a number of other acts that do
not look as eccentric as those.
The opposition objects to the provision because, in
the name of expediency and modern financial
arrangements, the government will be able to move
those funds around as it sees fit without coming to
the Parliament to debate why the changes are being
made and why the money is being shifted. That
reduces another important aspect of parliamentary
accountability.
The thing that most annoys the opposition - the
Treasurer must understand this - is the lack of any
opportunity for people with similar attitudes on a
range of matters to reach agreement. I am sure the
Treasurer would have experienced that, although I
doubt that he would have shared many of Rob
Jolly's attitudes. Perhaps that is an overstatement!
The difficulty springs from the communique issued
after the Council of Australian Governments
(COAG) meeting and the loan council meeting.
There is supposed to be a ministerial agreement. 1
have read the communique; it does not say any of
the things the Treasurer and the Premier have
claimed it says. In fact, an interpreter is needed
because it is totally unintelligible. Last week the
government promised the opposition that the new
financial agreement would be made available. The
Treasurer has not taken the opportunity to make a
ministerial statement describing the new financial
agreement and telling Parliament what went on at
the COAG and loan council meetings. Nobody
seems to know!
It does the government no good to have dorothy
dixers served up in question time, in answer to
which ministers deliver 7-minute soliloquies,
lapsing into the unfortunate tendency to slap at
anything that moves. The government's arguments
have to be more substantial, rigorous and detailed
than that.

1 shall give the house an example of the strange case
of section 96. Nobody knows what the then Premiers
and Treasurers and others had in mind when they
wrote section 96, which is a constitutional
afterll-tought. Garran was thrown out of the room -
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it was the only time he could not get in - so we
have no record of what the Premiers discussed.
When they went back to their home Parliaments
they thought the section was so inconsequential that
they did not mention it to anyone! There is no record
anywhere of what they had mind in drafting
section 96, which has dominated federal-state
financial relations ever since.

It may well be that some poor unfortunate is trying
to find out what happened recently in Hobart or
Canberra - what was in the financial agreement;
whether it exists; and whether it travelled from
Ghent to Aix. The government has not told us. 1
suspect that the same thing has happened time and
time again. The only person who spoke about
section 96 was a New South Wales Treasurer, who
returned to Parliament and made a speech that filled
about three paragraphs. Nobody has a clue what
they discussed in that room. The opposition does not
know what is in the Treasurer's mind -if anything.
It would be most useful if he took advantage of the
opportunity to give a brief report, allowing the
opposition a chance to respond during a decent
debate. The debate would revolve around criticisms
similar to those the coalition made when in
opposition.
For those reasons 1 am disappointed that 1 am forced
to lead the opposition on this legislation. If the bills
were separate and if I had certain approval for a
party position supporting the first bill, which has
much to commend it, I would have been only too
pleased t~ support it.
Mr E. R. SMITH (Glen Waverley) - 1 am pleased
to support this bill at this stage of the government's
term of office. The state has been crying out for the
implementation of this legislation, which will bring
Victoria back into line with proper standards of
financial accountability.
It is a shame the honourable member for Sunshine
said the government was trying to remove
accountability because he later contradicted himself;
at bottom the bill is about accoWltability. Members
of the Public Accounts and Estimates Committee
will applaud the way the legislation has been
drafted.

1 was disappointed not to hear the honourable
member for Sunshine express any policy initiatives.
He seemed to rely on the current line of the
opposition: in the absence of any new policies it
throws up the old charges of corruption and graft.
No new initiatives or policies were announced. I am
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sure the public is sick and tired of hearing an
opposition that has nothing new to offer - only
criticism.
The only new policy document published by the
opposition since the 1992 election is the one written
by the Honourable Theo Theophanous concerning
the financial management of the state under the
Labor government. It was endorsed by the
leadership of the Labor Party, but on last Monday's
Ranald Macdonald radio program the former
Premier, the honourable member for Williamstown,
bucketed the document. At one stage during the
interview she described the document as rubbish
and said it did not attack the real problems. She also
referred to the negative attitude of the opposition.
The honourable member for SWlShine, the
opposition spokesman on Treasury matters, today
has had the opportunity to put forward his
well-reasoned arguments, but they are not the
policies of the oppOSition. The honourable member
has yet to produce a document, either in line with or
running counter to his views, to tell Victorians about
the approach the opposition has adopted to financial
management.
At no stage has there been an apology from the
Labor Party for what it did to the Victorian economy
for 10 years. As the Honourable Theo Theophanous
has had to admit, the debt totalled $70 million. His
document refers to what went wrong but does not
delineate everything. He offers excuses for what
went wrong and constantly uses words such as
'perhaps' and 'if'. He does not say that in many
cases the financial mismanagement during that time
was due to incompetence and arrogance.
At the height of the Labor Party reign Rob Jolly, who
was then the Treasurer, had the arrogance to call a
trotter he bought Modfinman, which stands for
'modem financial management'. That sort of
arrogance was the basis on which the economy was
run. No wonder the 29-page document presented by
Mr Theophanous is full of excuses - or, as the
honourable member for Williamstown said, is
nothing but rubbish.
What do Victorians really think? In what direction
should we be heading? In the absence of a policy the
Labor Party is obviously happy with the approach
the govermnent is taking to financial management.
The bills are about accountability. In his opening
ramblings the honourable member for SWlShine
referred to the Governor becoming involved with
the legislation. Every honourable member knows
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that such ramblings can be neatly answered by the
Treasurer in his reply. The honourable member has
done nothing more than throw in red herrings. The
legislation has the full support of the
Auditor~eneral, who has been consulted
throughout the drafting and is happy about the way
the legislation has been drafted.
The measures in the legislation have been called for
by the Public Accounts and Estimates Committee. I
fail to see why the honourable member for SWlShine
should make the accusation that the legislation
removes accountability - that is the opposite to
what the government is on about. In his document
entitled Economic and Financial Management of
Victoria under Labor Mr Theophanous expresses the
view:
Just as it is necessary to dispel the myths about the
extent of the policy failures in the above cases it is also
necessary to honestly examine the effects of actions and
policies which contributed to the state's financial
problems - even if they are not popularly referred to
or understood.

That sort of continual waffle is the reason why the
honourable member for Williamstown described the
document on radio as nothing but rubbish. I remind
the house that the leadership of the Labor Party
supports the document; perhaps that is why the
honourable member for Sunshine, who is not in the
leadership group, believes he could deliver a better
document. The publiC and honourable members
want to know the views of the honourable member
for Sunshine.
Mr Theophanous continues:
But this analysis also shows that the real problem was
not then and probably is not now the total level of the
state debt but the capacity to service such debt by
maintaining a surplus on the current account. This,
Labor was unable to do.

That is the closest the document comes to an
apology. The sentiment, 'We are sorry. We will not
do it again. What we did to the Victorian economy is
our fault and now we have found the right
direction', is conspicuous by its absence. There is
nothing like that. All we get is the constant harping
of the honourable member for SWlShine on the
measures he believes are necessary.
Mr Theophanous further states:
When Labor came to office in 1988 it did so in the belief
that strong growth in the economy, stimulated by
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government pump-priming, would allow its social
agenda (and state debt) to continue to expand without
the need for extra taxes. This was the economic
philosophy that underpinned the 'family pledge': not
to increase taxes and charges beyond the CPI.
The pledge was not made simply because it was
politically popular, it was based on an uncritical faith
in the state government's capacity to create growth.

No doubt the pledge was made on the
recommendation of a fonner Treasurer, whose own
fate was, as the name of his trotter suggests,
Modfirunan - modem financial management.
When the previous government was eventually
ousted from office in 1992, modem financial
management was shown for what it is - a sham.
Mr Theophanous goes on to say that when the
economy began to contract there was little will to
break the pledge in order to maintain state revenue
or to cut back on government spending. It is to the
credit of the honourable member for Sunshine that
he recommended in cabinet that state taxes and
charges be raised to contain the debt. However, this
must have been a cry in the wilderness in cabinet
because, as honourable members know, the debt had
begun to soar to unmanageable proportions by the
time the Labor Party was tipped out of office. It is a
shame the honowable member for Sunshine has not
put out a discussion paper, because I am sure
Mr Theophanous shares many of his ideas. As I said,
he could not get his ideas through. Why could he
not get his ideas through to Mr Theophanous? Was
he about to produce such a document?
Mr Theophanous talks about interest swaps, which I
will refer to in a moment. I refer to page 9 of his
report:
The above action was compounded by some highly
questionable financial transactions including certain
types of interest swaps. Interest swaps, which are a
legitimate tool of financial management that help
governments to hedge fixed interest rates against
variable rates and vice versa, were used to acquire
up-front payments in lieu of interest.

Whether he is trying to criticise the honourable
member for Coburg or to attribute to him some new
fiendish fonn of financial devilry that no-one in this
house has heard of, I do not know. No wonder the
report has been referred to by the honourable
member for Williamstown - the fonner Premier of
Victoria and the person responsible for the latter
part of tl-te financial mismanagement - as rubbish.
It certainly is. That is part of the explanation of why

Wednesday, 30 March 1994

this state got into the trouble it did. Clause 61 of the
Financial Management Bill says:
The application of the sum of $34 887 1lD.03, being
money paid to the state, in payment of financing
charges payable by the Capital Works Authority on or
about 27 March -

we did not even know when it was and before 27 June 1990, is deemed to have been
authorised and amounts equal to that sum are deemed
to have been appropriated from the Consolidated Fund
for the purpose of the payment of those charges.

What is happening now? A year and a half after
being elected, the present government has to try to
fix up the former government's mismanagementsome would call it negligence.
That mismanagement has not been picked up by
either Mr Theophanous or the honourable member
for Sunshine, but it is there and it has to be fixed. For
the books to be balanced in a responsible way the
legacies of the 10 years of Labor mismanagement
have to be addressed. They are matters about which
the public is crying out; it wants to ensure that the
financial management of this state is carried out on a
sound basis. To me the accusations made by the
honourable member for Sunshine against the
accountability side of this proposed legislation are
meaningless unless he can produce something
positive.
The government and the Treasurer are extremely
lucky because they have had the benefit of the
advice of experienced public servants to help in the
drafting of the proposed legislation. In the bills the
government has a means of financial management
tha t will carry Victoria well into the next century in
the way the people of this state require.
In his report Mr Theophanous refers to the tram
strike and the chaos the transport industry was
thrown into during that period. My reaction is that
the debt was accumulated because of the political
decisions of the Cain government to buy votes to
sl:2y in office, together with the fact that it was not
courageous enough to make tough decisions and
face the music. The honourable member for
Sunshine says in retrospect that he warned them but
no-one took any notice. That is a hollow claim; I
imagine members of his own party sniggered to
themselves when they heard him make claims of
that sort in this house.
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The Cain and Kirner governments claimed to be
helping the working people by trying to keep
charges below the recommended consumer price
index increases. That eventually failed because not
enough revenue was raised to maintain services and
the state deficit crept up. The Kennett government
came into office when the accumulation of deficit
had reached such a crisis stage that drastic action
had to be taken. One method the government has
adopted is the introduction of the state deficit levy.
The payment of that levy is a hardship for many
people, but they appreciate why it is necessary. I can
assure honourable members that when a sustainable
surplus is reached, these sorts of measures will not
be necessary. The financial mess the coalition
inherited after being elected to government required
the severe measures that were taken.
The proposed legislation contains measures to
maintain accountability. Honourable members
know that not only does the government have to
consider financial audits but perfonnance audits.
At page 25 of his document, Mr Theophanous talks
about the Labor party being committed to a
responsible growth strategy and encouragement of
state-owned enterprises. The opposition has not
learned its lessons, which are that in many cases
these types of enterprises are the business of free
enterprise and the market place and not the business
of government.
Even when the previous government became
involved in those areas it did not appoint the
appropriate people to properly manage them.
Invariably mates of the Labor party were appointed
who mismanaged the enterprises. No wonder they
caused such problems. That mismanagement can be
seen with State Bank Victoria, which was eventually
forced to be sold by the previous government. That
was one of the greatest indictments of the former
government, and I am sure it was one of the
measures in the minds of the many Labor voters
who voted for the coalition the last time around.
It was inevitable that the bank had to be sold when
the types of people who were managing it owned
racehorses and trotters, such as Modfinman. That is
the mismanagement and negligence that got the
state into trouble before 1992, and the measures
outlined in the proposed legislation will ensure that
those sorts of things do not happen again. The
measures taken by the present government so far are
applauded far and wide throughout Australia,
particularly in business circles.
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Although in the past business organisations have
usually been the first to bucket the conservative side
of politics, they realise that the measures now being
implemented by the coalition government are good
not only for the state but also for business. The
management of Victoria over the past approximately
18 months has been the envy of other states and the
pinnacle to which they aspire.
There is a long way to go before we are out of the
financial morass brought on by the former
government, but measures such as the Financial
Management Bill and the Financial Management
(Consequential Amendments) Bill, together with the
vigilance of the Office of the Auditor-General, will
help Victoria monitor on an almost daily basis the
resources and financial capabilities of the state.
Except for the vigilance of the Auditor-General
during the years of Labor government it would not
be possible for the current government to remedy
the problems the former government caused. If the
Auditor-General had not blown the whistle the
previous government may have been able to get
away with what it was doing. Fortunately the
Auditor-General conducted an astute examination
and the measures he recommended are contained in
the bills. Those measures will assist Victoria on its
path to again becoming the jewel in the crown of
Australia's financial community.
Eventually people will again have confidence in the
Victorian economy and large business organisations
will again establish their financial headquarters in
Victoria. Victoria will again be known as the
financial capital of Australia rather than, as
happened during the Labor years, the butt of almost
every financial joke around. I wish the bills a speedy
passage.
Dr COGHILL (Werribee) -1 trust that the
honourable member for Glen Waverley will judge
the behaviour of his own government with the same
diligence and concern with which he sought to judge
the actions of the former government Whether the
current government wins the next election will
depend as much as anything else on its own
conduct, on the ethics and morality it applies to its
own behaviour and on the level of accountability it
is prepared to accept. The honourable member for
Glen Waverley chose not to comment on those
matters, but they are directly related to and are in
part dealt with in the Financial Management Bill.
In so far as the bills purport to enhance
accountability to Parliament, they belatedly
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acknowledge that Parliament comprises three
elements and that under longstanding constitutional
arrangements going back to the fact that the
monarch was once the undisputed controller of the
executive, the Governor is an element in our
constitutional arrangements and ought properly be
involved in the authorisation of the expenditure of
money. Although that is provided for in clause 17 of
the principal bill, the opposition is assured it was
not intended to be included in the bill as originally
drafted. That is an indication of the extent to which
the government is prepared to abandon convention,
custom and the trust bestowed on it by the electorate
at the last election.
Parliament is comprised of the Governor and the
members of each of the two houses of Parliament.
The government must understand that it cannot
continue to reject and ignore the fundamental
aspects of the Constitution and the accountability
implicit in it. It will do so at its own peril.
As the honourable member for Sunshine said earlier,
it is wUortunately rare that this house is able to
debate matters that are central to the way
government operates in Victoria. A ministerial
statement should have been made on the new
financial agreement reached a few days ago between
the heads of governments of the states, territories
and the commonwealth, yet we have had nothing
but a passing reference to it. The house has been
given no substantial explanation about the
implications for Victoria of that financial agreement.
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trust involved, which as much as anything else will
determine the survival of his party in government
and himself as a member of the government.
One need not look far to see how easily things can
go off the rails and how an individual or small
group of individuals within a government can lead
to the complete undoing of that government and of
the entire system of government. An examination of
the report of and evidence given to the royal
commission into what is known as WA Inc. and
subsequent proceedings reveals that it takes only the
unprincipled actions of one person in a leadership
position, as happened in the case of a former
Premier of Western Australia, to cause the
breakdown and collapse of a complete system of
government.
It requires only one person to do the sorts of things
that the current Premier of Victoria has shown
himself capable of doing to lead to the complete
breakdown of the government, both as a group of
individuals and as a system intended to serve the
public interest.

Unfortunately there is potential in Victoria for such a
breakdown. One hopes that the honourable member
for Glen Waverley will, within the confines of his
own parliamentary party, be at least as vigilantone hopes more Vigilant - about what is happening
within the government and what its ministers are
doing as he has sought to be with regard to the
actions of the former Labor government.

Those matters are not considered or addressed in
this jurisdiction, even though they have been the
subject of much consideration at both the
commonwealth level and in other Australian
jurisdictions, partly as a consequence of the failure
of ethics in public administration that in recent times
occurred in Queensland and Western Australia.

The honourable member will observe that there is a
widespread view within the government that it is
there with the right to play winner take all, to do as
it likes, irrespective of the public interest with which
it is entrusted. We have seen from the leading
elements of this government and a large section of
its backbench a rejection of the fact that the
government has been given a public trust. The
government has been entrusted by the public to
preserve, defend and be an advocate for the public
interest. It has rejected the fact that it has a
responsibility to exercise that trust on behalf of the
entire Victorian community, not just for the period
1992 to 1996 but in the long-term interests of the
individuals who comprise that community and the
corporate entity of Victoria, if I can put it in those
terms.

The honourable member for Glen Waverley referred
to what he considered as the failings of the previous
government but failed to address the core issues of
the underlying factors of the ethics, morality and

The government appears to believe it can rule
according to its own whim and according to the
influence of what the honourable member for
Sunshine described as the grifters and sharpies. The

Just as serious, and in the long term perhaps much
more serious, is that there has been no debate on
what ethics and morality should apply in the
administration of the Victorian government and the
nature of the trust that the government and
Parliament enjoy from the public - the public
interest. What are the constitutional principles on
which the government and Parliament should
operate?
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honourable member also suggested that the
government was associated particularly with
Melbourne's new money. I remind the house that
not only are the people with new money associated
with various practices that might lead them to be
characterised as grifters and sharpies but that only a
few weeks have passed since newspaper editorials
were calling for one of the doyens of the Melbourne
establishment to step down as the managing director
of one of Australia's major corporations.
Mr CLARK (Box Hill) - On a point of order,
Mr Acting Speaker, earlier you encouraged the
honourable member for Sunshine to terminate his
Wide-ranging remarks and- to direct his comments to
the provisions of the proposed legislation. The
honourable member for Werribee has also been
making wide-ranging remarks, some of which have
been only marginally relevant to the bills. I ask you
to direct him back to the bills.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Cooper) - Order! I
would encourage the honourable member for
Werribee to commence addressing the general tenor
of the bills. Although I appredate that he is
responding to the general remarks made by the
honourable member for Glen Waverley and that the
proposed legislation is reasonably wide ranging, I
believe he should concentrate his remarks more
closely on ,the bills.
Or COG HILL (Werribee) - Irrespective of the
provisions of the proposed legislation, the good
finandal management of the state depends on the
ethics, morality and trust that are accepted by the
government in the exercise of its responsibilities.
There should be a strong interaction between the
nature of the ethics and morality the government
applies to its administration and the provisions of
the proposed legislation, as I will continue to
explain. I was simply saying it is well known that
the govenunent has close affiliations with a number
of people, some of them new money, some old
money, in the Melbourne area, who can well be
categorised as grifters and sharpies - people who
are quite prepared to take advantage of their
positions to seek further economic advantage,
irrespective of the morality of the action that is
involved.
Unfortunately what we see in the Premier and other
leading members of the govenunent is a lack of any
demonstration of a moral or ethical basis for their
actions. Honourable members on both sides of the
house recognise that the Premier is quite prepared to
change a policy pOSition if it looks as though the
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numbers or the polls are running against him. As
govenunent members well know, that happened
recently in the party room. I suggest that goes to the
core of public accountability.
The Treasurer in his second-reading speech asserted
that the proposed legislation would increase public
accountability. But to repeat a tenn used by the
honourable member for Sunshine: accountability to
the Parliament is not a mere courtesy; it is a
fundamental aspect of the operation of effective
government in a parliamentary system. Without
public accountability the sorts of things that
happened in Western Australia and Queensland in
particular will thrive and flourish. The grifters and
the sharpies will be granted more and more
opportunities by their mates in the government of
the day, particularly when the government of the
day is headed by a man who has failed to
demonstrate any moral or ethical basis on which he
proceeds in his leadership of the government.
The ACTING SPEAKER - Order! As a fonner
Speaker in this house, the honourable member for
Werribee would be well aware that in using
offensive or unbecoming words in reference to any
member of the house and imputing motives to a
member he is treading on standing order no. 108. I
suggest he has now done tha t twice in referring to
the Premier. I ask him to desist from any further
similar references or I will be forced to deal with
him.
Or COG HILL - I understand the point you are
making, Mr Acting Speaker, and I am happy for you
to read what I said and to reflect on that at a later
time.
I express concern about the way public
administration is proceeding in Victoria: rather than
having public accountability there appears to be
encouragement of some code of behaviour in the
public service which relies on loyalty to the
government rather than an understanding of the
public interest which the public service traditionally
and quite properly has served.
It is well summed up in a statement attributed to
C. A. Hughes, a well-known academic authority on
codes of behaviour, who is reported as having said
in 1991:
Malfeasant ministers who can spot compliant officials
and steer clear of the troublemakers may be able to sail
through a code.
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He was pointing to the danger of a code which is a
loyalty orientation code rather than one that relies
on obligation and responsibility to the public
interest and professional ethics. I suggest to the
house that in fairness to this government and its
predecessors in Victoria it is not so much that we
have lost our way on this issue as the fact that we
probably never found our way. Certainly these are
issues Victoria did not consider as seriously as they
should have been considered since the introduction
of public service legislation in 1883. We now find
that there is not an understanding in Victoria
reflected in this and other legislation before the
house of the importance of the government and its
public servants accepting that they have a duty of
trust to the public as a whole.
Those issues will fundamentally affect the operation
of the Financial Management Bill. They are issues
that have been well canvassed in the commonwealth
jurisdiction over the past couple of decades. The
most appropriate reference is probably the Coombs
Royal Commission into Public Administration.
I refer to a chapter written by John Uhr, one of
Australia's leading authorities on public service
ethics, published in the Handbook of Administrative
Ethics edited by Terry Cooper of the University of
Southern California, which states:
Coombs entertained four main institutional
components of administrative responsibility: two inner
checks of administrative responsibility; and two outer
or external checks of public accountability.
Ethics comes in through this front door of
administrative responsibility and is always likely to be
shown out again through the back door of public
accountability. The internal institutions are (i) codes of
ethics, which as Coombs understood them are
primarily forms of professional self-regulation; and (ii)
the ethics components in management training and
guidelines for official conduct. The external checks are
(i) parliamentary review bodies and (ii) those other
forms of administrative review of official decisions
Australians now associate with 'the new administrative
law'. Coombs's preference was for a regime of
'accountable management' focusing on one of each of
the inner and outer checks: unpreferred were just that
alignment which is now being pushed hard by some of
the agents of accountability: regulatory codes and
direct parliamentary accountability. Coombs opted for
management guidelines and training in ethics as a
component of public management, together with
merits-based external review of administration.
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Given Coombs's extensive experience in public
administration dating from the war years up to and
beyond the royal commission report, one must give
high regard to his comments. I highlighted the need
for the present government and future governments
to re-crea te an ethical and moral basis - a basis of
trust - in the operation of the Victorian public
service. That would be in the public interest and not
simply out of loyalty to the government of the day.
I also direct the attention of the house to two federal
Parliamentary reports. The first is the House of
Representatives Standing Committee on Finance
and Public Administration, which was published in
1990 and is entitled Not Dollars Alone. The second is
the Senate Standing Committee on Finance and
Public Administration. It, too, was published in 1990
and is entitled Development of the Senior Executive

Service.
Both reports drew attention to the need for the
public service to be educated in morality and ethics
when carrying out its responsibilities. Attention was
drawn to the fact that the complexity of modern
government administration makes it unrealistic to
expect that public accountability can be only
through the minister. Public servants who exercise
discretion delegated by ministers must be publicly
accountable. And that must be taken into account in
the forms of accountability prOVided. That reality I believe it to be a reality - is not reflected in the
legislation before the house; so far as I am aware, it
has not been the subject of any debate or comment
in the house by the government.
I will now comment on the Financial Management
(Consequential Amendments) Bill, a bill with which
I dealt as a member of the Scrutiny of Acts and
Regulations Committee. Honourable members who
have studied Alert Digest No. 3 of 1994 will see that
page 2 contains a paragraph dealing with the real
level of accountability that will be available to the
Parliament as a consequence of the legislation. For
the sake of the Hansard record I will read the
paragraph:
Clause 3 relates to schedule 1. Schedule 1 provides
details of amendments and repeals to existing
legislation to implement the financial management
improvement initiatives provided for in the Financial
Management Act 1994. The amendments are directed
towards implementing the introduction of global
appropriations.
The committee sought clarification in respect of clause
3 which amends the appropriation provisions by
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substituting the word 'available' for the words
'appropriated by Parliament'. The committee requested
that an officer from the department be made available
to explain the basis or the purpose of the substitution.
An officer from the department attended the
committee's meeting on Monday 28 March 1994 to
clarify the committee's concerns. The committee
appreciated the attendance of Mr Robert Clarke, MP -

that is, the honourable member for Box Hillthe Treasurer's parliamentary secretary who briefed the
committee.

I endorse that appreciation for the honourable
member's attendance, which was helpful to me and
the committee. Having heard his contribution, the
committee completed its report as follows:
The committee notes that expenditures hitherto
recorded by line item in the annual appropriation bill
will no longer be reported in a similar form and has
sought an assurance that similarly detailed information
will be available to the Parliament for debate on the
budget.

I hope the Treasurer has noted that and will make
some comment during his closing of the
second-reading debate. I further hope that his
departure at this stage is purely coincidental!
As a member of the committee I am
concerned - the committee is also concerned - tha t
the provisions of the bill, as it is currently written,
contain no assurances that the Parliament will have
before it when the next budget is debated the
outcome of the previous year's expenditure on a
program or line-by-line basis. There is reference in
the second-reading speech to the provision of an
annual budget estimates document that will report
estimates at the program level. If my understanding
of those words is correct that document will refer to
the program level estimates for the forthcoming
financial year.
When considering a forthcoming budget it is
important that both houses have access to the actual
program level expenditures for the previous
financial year - for the period concluding 30 June
1994. Without that information Parliament will not
be able to exercise the same level of accountability
and the same level of debate about budgetary
directions, strategies and outcomes that was possible
in the past. It is my understanding that that detailed
information on the budgetary outcomes will be
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included in the annual reports of the individual
departments.
Under the Annual Reporting Act it is not necessary
for reports to be available by the time honourable
members would normally expect the budget to be
debated. That is the core of my concern. If I am to
make a sensible contribution on any portfolio area in
the upcoming budget debate I need to know the
actual program level expenditures for the previous
year. If the annual report which includes that
information has not been tabled in the house, that
information will not be available to the house and
neither will it be available to me as an individual
member to speak in the budget debate.
That is a serious matter; and I note the honourable
member for Box Hill is taking notes. I hope he is
now in a better position than he was on Monday
afternoon to provide further information and advice
to the house. A major diminution in the
accountability of the budget sector will be witnessed
as a consequence of the passage and operation of
this legislation if the house does not have the actual
program level expenditures for the previous year.
That would be contrary to the public position of the
government that is set out in the rhetoric of its
second-reading speeches. However, I am sorry to
say that that would be consistent with the lack of
any moral or ethical basis thus far exhibited by the
Kennett coalition government.
We need the government's commitment to be
translated into the codes that apply to the public
service and into the high standards of ethics and
morality in public administration and accountability
and its acceptance of the fact that its administration
must observe the highest - not the minimum levels of trust in its responses to the public interest.
In Victoria there is too much of a tendency to
minimise the standards government must observe.
That has also been the case in other jurisdictions in
Australia. Ministers, parliamentary secretaries and
public servants should be required to maximise the
observance of the broader public interest in the
actions they take rather than seeking to apply a
winner-takes-all philosophy and a belief that the
government can do what it thinks is opportune,
expedient and in its immediate political interests or
the interests of the grifters and sharpies who are
close to this government.

I close by saying that the provisions of the Financial
Management (Consequential Amendments) Bill,
which contains the requirement for specific
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appropriations to be identified in the appropriation
legislation and substitutes the word 'available', are
there only for the convenience of the executive.
There is no suggestion that by making the change
the government will be more accountable or more
efficient. It is a continuation of the trend we have
seen in Victoria over many generations - going
back long before the entry to this place of the
Minister for Finance - of the government seeking to
reduce the role of Parliament and the Parliament
allowing its role to be reduced. Whenever it was
argued that it was in the interests of modem
financial management or efficiency, the Parliament
allowed its role in the appropriation and application
of funds to be eroded. That is not desirable. It is
desirable that the Victorian Parliament and the
government follow the lead of what has been done
almost under duress in Queensland and Western
Australia and voluntarily in the Australian
Parliament.
Mr THOMPSON (Sandringham) - I support the
Financial Management Bill. A former Australian
Prime Minister once noted that the public service
provided a level of competence below which no
government could fall. I am pleased that the Kennett
government has introduced this fine piece of
legislation which will assist the very important work
of the publiC service in the long term.
Yesterday among a gathering of people in the dining
room I saw someone I knew 20 years ago. He is a
person of great speed of thought and intellectual
integrity, and he is a public servant. It is gratifying
to know that the administration of the state is in the
hands of some very capable public servants. In the
private sector very worthwhile systems of financial
management have been developed to enable
enterprises to prosper, to promote their work in the
marketplace and to survive for the long haul. No
johnny-come-latelies would survive in business in
the long term. One Caulfield enterprise with which I
am familiar and which employs 15 or 16 people has
survived for more than 40 years because there is no
waste or inefficiency in the way it conducts its
business. In the main boardroom is the laminex table
that was part of the kitchen some 40 years ago.
Earlier this week in a meeting convened in Queen's
Hall by the Minister for Industry and Employment
six stories were told by companies that have gained
support in business administration from the national
industry extension scheme. All the speakers alluded
to the important principle that enterprises need an
overall objective and need to be able to create
international competitive advantage in a specific
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area, and said that as part of their company's
activities they had analysed their strengths,
weaknesses, opportunities and threats and in the
light of that analysis they had instigated specific
programs to improve their performance.
Today's Age contains a warning to future Labor
governments from the outgoing member for Coburg
that they must keep debt under control and reject
policies that could not be adequately costed and
accounted for. The Financial Management Bill is
directed towards applying worthwhile measures of
accounting to government practice and operation.
The honourable member for Glen Waverley alluded
to a report prepared by Mr Theophanous. The Age
editorial of 11 February states:
The long way back for Labor in Victoria started
yesterday when it finally admitted what the electorate
has long understood: economic mismanagement and
giving in to the unions were the primary causes of
Labor's landslide defeat at the polls in October 1992.
The way back will be hard and it may take a long time,
but a charter document released by its finance
spokesman, Mr Theophanous, at least sets it on the
right track .,.
A future Labor gOh._ tIll.ent, according to the 3O-page
report, would insist that all spending, whether on
education, health or social welfare, should not rise
above the national average.

The article went on to say that admitting the
mistakes of the past is commendable. Unfortunately,
not all members of the Labor Party accepted the
thrust of that report. An article in the Age of the
same date states:
The Secretary of the Trades Hall Council,
Mr Halfpenny, yesterday bitterly rejected an
assessment by Mc Theophanous ...

The article quotes Mr Halfpenny as saying that the
3O-page document was more suitable for recycling
than serious debate and states that his views are:
... believed to be strongly endorsed by the education,
health and public service unions which are likely to
fight any moves by the parliamentary wing to have the
Theophanous document endorsed by the ALP state
conference.

During debate earlier this week the honourable
member for Sunshine stated his regard for the
Treasurer. It is noteworthy that he also welcomed
the document prepared by Mr Theophanous as a
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circuit breaker and the beginning of an important
policy debate. The Age article continues:
He expected some people who wanted to protect their
places in history would not be pleased with the
document.

There was considerable division in the Labor Party
regarding the acceptability of the document. In some
ways the position taken by the shadow spokesman
for finance and the shadow Treasurer is akin to
George Washington's confession as a boy that he
chopped down the cherry tree. It is to be
commended; however, in this case the opposition
finance spokesman's position might be more
accurately said to be chopping down the olive tree.
The peace he offered was rejected and is now
reflected in the discord in the Labor movement. In
policy terms the honourable members for Sunshine
and Coburg have suggested that expenditure should
not exceed income in the context of future policy,
which is very important.
The Financial Management Bill is an important bill
to ensure that the day-te-day operations of the
government reflect an accurate and well-balanced
statement of accoW\ts.
The genesis of the Financial Management Bill is in
the Econo.mic and Budget Review Committee report
of 1983 entitled Improving government management
and accountability. There were a number of
recommendations in the report, and for the benefit
of the Hansard record I will incorporate them. The
report states:
The committee recommends the following designation
of managerial responsibilities of permanent heads,
boards or commissioners of statutory authorities be
provided in a new Govenuilent Management and
Accountability Act:
(i)

achieving the objectives set for the organisation by
the minister, government or legislation, and
ensuring that these objectives are understood at all
levels in the organisa tion;

(ii) developing adequate mechanisms to monitor
progress towards achieving these objectives;
(iii) the development of adequate budgeting, accounting
and other information systems, including the
development of accounting and other procedural
manuals;
(iv) the development of adequate forward planning
mechanisms, including the development and
maintenance of corporate plans;
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(v) efficiency and economy of operations and the

avoidance of waste and extravagance;
(vi) containing expenditure within budgeted or
appropriation limits;
(vii) observance of all relevant flnancial management
legislation, reg:uIations and rules-

and I might add at this point that that was not
always done during the 19805(viii) the adequacy of internal controls and checks
including adequate mechanisms for monitoring
the efflciency of the organisation;
(ix) the development and maintenance of an adequate
internal audit function;
(x) regular reviews of fees and charges and the proper
collection of all moneys due to the organisation or
collected for government by the organisation; and
(xi) the adoption of efflcient and effective personnel
policies, in particular, staff development programs
and the maintenance of harmonious industrial
relations within the organisation.

I understand that the previous government
administration introduced the Annual Reporting Act
in 1983, but no action was taken to legislate for the
deficiencies identified by the committee in respect of
accountability. The accountability requirements
incorporated in the Financial Management Bill
underpin the requirements of section 13 of the
Public Sector Management Act of 1992, which is
fundamental to public sector reform.

It is appropriate to refer to the objects of the Public
Sector Management Act which include the objectives
of promoting among public sector employees a spirit
of service to the community and to emphasise the
principles of merit, responsible management,
management competence and efficiency within the
Victorian public sector.
Section 13(1) of the Public Sector Management Act to
which the Financial Management Bill is tied and
underpins states:
A department head is responsible to the appropriate
Minister or Ministers for the general conduct and the
effective, efficient and economical management of the
functions and activities of the Department ...

I turn now to the bill itself and make a number of
comments on its provisions. The purposes of the
Financial Management Bill are to improve the
financial administration of the public sector and to
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make better provision for the accountability of the
public sector.

year, and the consolidated fund is appropriated
accordingly.

Part 6 of the bill inserts important provisions that
relate to budget management, which will be of great
practical benefit in the day-to-day administration of
govenunent activity. Clause 28 states that the
Governor in Council may approve the allocation to a
department of amounts in addition to the amounts
appropriated to the recurrent services and works
and purposes of that department in the annual
appropriation.

I understand that in the financial period ending
30 June 1993 it may have allowed for an aggregate
sum of some $80 million to be spent in that way. In
addition, the amount prOVided for under this head
to a specific department must not exceed an amount
equal to 3 per cent of the amount appropriated to
the services of that department in the overall
appropriation for the ensuing year, so that is a very
worthwhile reform.

What I understood that clause to mean is that it is
possible in a financial year for a department to
exceed its budgeted amount in a given period
because some outstanding works may need to be
completed. For example, even though a high school
under construction is allocated $2 million for the
project in its first year it may have the opportunity
to draw on further funds in the foUowing year. If the
project is proceeding ahead of schedule owing to
very good industrial relations on site and to fine
weather, rather than the project being delayed as a
result of funding not being available, it is possible
for a department to draw upon the appropriation for
the next financial period.

Clause 29 enables a department to appropriate
certain receipts, and I trust that I might have the
example that I am about to give to the house
correctly noted for the record. It may be that a
department decides to produce a poster such as the
one created by the Ministry for Conservation and
Environment promoting Victoria's national parks
and, as a consequence of the excellent production,
the poster sells very well. However, in the budget
allocation there may not have been enough funding
to enable the poster to be reprinted even though it
was a very worthwhile project.

Another example may be a local primary school that
is taking advantage of the interest subsidy scheme
reintroduced by the Victorian govenunent earlier
this year. It is a fine scheme which enables local
school communities to borrow money from the
government interest free or with the interest
payments subsidised but with the obligation to
repay the principal to the government. The scheme
has involved many projects ranging from libraries to
gymnasiums, general purpose rooms and other
worthy projects.

Clause 29 enables the department to use some of the
proceeds and allows an internal decision to be made
to produce more of a particular product. That will
give a greater level of discretion to the minister and
the departmental heads to better utilise resources,
and I am sure this prOvision will be welcomed by
govemmentdepartments.
The third sensible amendment that follows the line
of the last two amendments is the alteration of items
under clause 30, dealing with departmental
expenditure. Clause 30(1) states:
The relevant minister may determine that an amount,

If a school embarked upon a particular project and
did not qualify on the region's list of priorities for
works within the present accounting period but it
was desirable that the project be completed prior to
the onset of winter, it may be possible for the
minister to use this provision to allocate from the
following year's budget a certain sum of money to
enable the school to complete the works required
and thereby result in the attainment of a worthwhile
outcome.

There are some sensible constraints to that
provision. In clause 28(4) the minister is limited in
the amount he is able to issue for such a purpose in a
financial year to a total amount equal to one half of
one per centum of the annual appropriation for that

or any part of an amount, assigned to an item of
recurrent expenditure of a department under an annual
appropriation Act for a financial year be transferred to
another item of recurrent expenditure of that
department for that year.

That provision would lead to the opportunity for
greater flexibility in the administration of a
department's budget.
Over the past 20 years or so as one moved about
town one would come to the realisation that around
30 June each year a fair level of economic activity
would take place in the private and public sectors.
Some companies would endeavour to sell items such
as computers or office furniture and take advantage
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of budgets being expended prior to the close of the
financial year. That process of having a rush date by
which to complete purchase orders did not
necessarily lead to good administration. One
example is a local company that had the benefit of
government support and was required to invest in
computer equipment by a specified date even
though after careful evaluation the company formed
the view that the equipment was not fit for the
purpose. It argued for more time but the fine line of
government regulation was not lenient in its
overview and it did not accommodate that sort of
discretionary decision making. I am pleased to
report that clause 32 will enable a government
department to withhold expenditure and carry it
over to the following financial period - to the
following 31 December I understand - to allow it to
make an appropriate acquiSition decision. It is a
sensible measure that will lead to proper and
accountable government and will result in
worthwhile expenditure of government resources.
An important provision of the Financial
Management Bill is to be found in part 7, which
relates to accountability and reporting. Under clause
42 an accountable officer must be appointed for each
authority, and that would usually be the head of the
government department. In addition, under clause
43, further officers, including a chief finance and
accounting officer, are to be appOinted - officers
whose duty it is to receive money and officers whose
duty it is to make payments. The chief finance and
accounting officer is responsible to the accountable
officer for ensuring that proper accounting records
and systems and other records are maintained in
accordance with the regulations and directions.
To those involved in government that might seem to
be a straightforward approach. However, suburban
accountants could report the experience of new
people in business arriving on their doorsteps with
shoe boxes full of receipts because proper accounts
had not been kept. There would likewise be a
variable degree of quality in the reporting of income
and expenditure within government departments.
Clause 44 stipulates that accounts are to be kept, and
it is perhaps worth specifically quoting the clause:
The accountable officer of an authority must ensure
that there are kept proper accounts and records of the
transactions and affairs of the authority and such other
records as sufficiently explain the financial operations
and the financial position of the authority.
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Accounting records are defined in clause 3(b) as
such working papers and other documents as are
necessary to explain the methods and calculations
by which accounts are made up. If those working
papers and other documents had been available in
Canberra in recent times we perhaps would not
have seen the unfortunate spectacle of $30 million of
taxpayers' funds being disbursed. Taxpayers' money
belonging to members of this house and the people
of Victoria were disbursed in a manner whereby
proper accounts were not available for the public
record. Another example might be found in the
Tricontinental report, an abridged summary of
which is reported in the Age of 7 September 1992:
Accountability, together with checks and balances,
were the necessary elements which were sadly lacking
at Tricontinental.
The lack of important documentation in many
transactions means that the problems of proof beyond
reasonable doubt would be very great

That referred to the prospect of prosecutions being
initiated, which was not possible owing to the lack
of proper documentation.
Clause 49 states that the financial statements to be
prepared must contain such information as is
required by the minister. It is noteworthy that
subclauses (c) and (d) provide that those financial
statements must present fairly - and I give due
emphasis to the word 'fairly' - the financial
transactions of the authority during the financial
years to which they relate and must present fairly
the financial pOSition of the authority as at the end of
that year. There can be no cooking of the books
under these provisiOns.
Clause 61 refers to the 'application of certain
amounts deemed to have been authorised'. Prior to
my entry into this house I understand a $35 million
interest swap was determined as illegal. The
Auditor-General investigated the deal and refused
to approve it; in fact he disallowed the interest
expenditure the former government had netted off
as representing the $35 million up-front payment
received. Under clause 61, for the purpose of proper
accounting and bookkeeping, that payment is
deemed to have been authorised and the sum of
$34 887110.03 is now regarded as being the sum
paid to the state for financing charges payable by the
Capital Works AuthOrity on or about 27 March 1990
and before 27 June 1990. That has been necessary
because of the poor financial record-keeping and the
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inappropriate transactions that took place during the
period in office of the fonner government.
Today is significant in a number of respects. Nine
years or so ago the fine Age newspaper writer
Martin Flanagan referred to the accountancy in the
batting style of Australian test captain, Alan Border.
Those of us who are keen followers of the game of
cricket would understand what Flanagan meant by
the accountancy in Border's batting style: it was safe,
it was reliable, it was technically correct and it
enabled him to lead from the trenches many assaults
and defences against opposing bowlers. Whether
Border's recent innings of 42-not-out in the third test
in South Africa will stand as his last test innings I do
not know, but I believe these bills reflect a number
of AIan Border's characteristics in being reliable,
sound and technically correct. I commend the bills to
the house.
Ms MARPLE (Altona) - Every time I am in this
house at least one of the boys refers to one of the
boy's sports. Although I agree with the description
of AIan Border given by the honourable member for
Sandringham, I am not sure that it applies to these
bills. But I am sure that if he looked hard enough the
honourable member could find an excellent writer to
remark on the same characteristics in the captain of
our netball team. One day we will hear remarks
along those lines from the boys.
It is important that we take the opportunity of

debating the bills that come before us, especially
when they are financial management bills. It is not
enough to deal only with subjects that are dear to us
because of our experience, we must also take an
interest in all areas, especially financial
management. Those who have studied law,
economics and other intellectual pursuits are able to
guide us but it is also important that the experiences
of others are brought to bear.
Earlier speakers have pointed out that the Financial
Management Bill will be helpful to balance the
books. It is important, whether for families or small
or large business, that at the end of the day
something is left. It is important to be watchful of
finances to ensure that there is something left for the
times when less money is coming in. Buzz words are
used by accountants and economists for a time but
in the end we must balance what is coming in
against what is going out.
Mr W. D. McGrath interjected.
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Ms MARPLE - I am pleased the minister is keen
to be part of this discussion. Financial management
is not only the columns in cash books. They are
important, but one must have a social conscience as
well that cares for those in our society, not only the
winners. It is necessary to consider what the bill
means to the people of Victoria. During the past few
days many people would have come to the
conclusion that the government is interested only in
its mates.
The honourable member for Glen Waverley said that
Victoria is the envy of other states, but that is not
what many Victorians believe, because they are
leaving the state in droves. It may well be because of
the philosophy behind the government's financial
management. Other speakers from this side have
mentioned this and I do not intend to go over it any
further. It is important that it be considered because
otherwise we will have a divided society where
many will not survive under a system where the
winner takes all.
The honourable member for Sunshine said the
opposition will support the Financial Management
Bill but it has reservations about the Financial
Management (Consequential Amendments) Bill, and
as a result the opposition will not support these bills
concurrently. The Financial Management Bill
provides reforms that have been pointed out by
other honourable members. The honourable
member for Sandringham referred to a report
released in 1988 and more recent reports such as the
Nicholls report, the report of the Victorian
Commission of Audit and many others. We must
carefully watch what is happening with money
coming in and going out.
We believe the Financial Management Bill will
improve accountability of the public sector. It will
also enable those who are not accountants but who
are recipients of the government's financial
management to understand what is happening.
Other speakers from this side have pointed out that
the bill provides for annual budget estimates to
Parliament containing output information on
programs, information on the source of funds and
statements of departmental receipts, which is
pleasing to the opposition.
The honourable member for Werribee expressed
concern about the necessity to wait for individual
reports from each department before budgeting
information can be discussed. There is no doubt that
the expression 'information is power' is true. A level
of knowledge about how things work means that we
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can ensure that the government is accountable. The
opposition is concerned that that information will
not be provided. Occasionally we get that
impression.
A ministerial statement on the way things will work
in the future, now that the Premiers Conference has
been held, would have been appreciated by
honourable members. It has been necessary for
members to pick up hints from newspaper reports
because we are not getting that information from the
government. One would have thought that that was
the responsibility of the government, but we have to
wait until departmental reports are tabled in
Parliament to find out information about their
spending. When the departmental reports are
received honourable members will have all the
information at their fingertips, and that is most
important. The Financial Management Bill
introduc~ the option for borrowing against future
appropriations, which could offer the opportunity
for $100 million or $200 million to be put together in
what could be called a pot of money to be used in an
election year. All governments deny that that is
what they do, but it appears that that would be
allowed under this bill. That is of some concern.
The shadow Treasurer pointed out that he would
have liked to see the introduction of accrual-based
accounting. I have not been fortunate enough to be
an economics student, but in his speech he referred
to this as being a first-year exercise in accounting
and he explained how a service station may have its
accounts for one year all neat and tidy but that does
not give the overall picture of what may happen the
following year. The information needs to be put on
the table so that what may happen in the future can
be seen, taking into account moneys committed for
the following year and moneys that mayor may not
be available. It is important that that be done.
It is a shame that the government has not taken the
opportunity to introduce that type of accounting
under this bill. It would provide a broader picture
and send any danger signals to a government and its
ministers a little earlier than is possible under the
proposed system.

The second bill being debated is the Financial
Management (Consequential Amendments) Bill, and
the opposition has many concerns about it It is
interesting to consider how many acts the proposed
legislation will repeal. Of major concern is the
deletion of the requirement for reference to
Parliament in the case of certain funds. In each case
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the bill removes a requirement that moneys be
appropriated to particular funds for that purpose.
The shadow Treasurer gave an example of the Swine
Compensation Act and how when he was the
Minister for Food and Agriculture he would have
liked to have had his hands on the money in the
fund relevant to that act because, after all, ministers
want to do the best by their departments. However,
he was compensated because he knew that others
could not get hold of that money and that the
distribution of the funds to the people who needed it
had to be decided by Parliament.
Members of the opposition see the proposed
legislation as another way of diluting the
Parliament's scrutiny and saying it does not
necessarily count. It sure does not count when the
government has the numbers in both houses because
it simply decides it wants to do something and then
goes ahead thus watering down Parliament's
scrutiny.
To a dictator or a government with that tendency it
would not matter what was provided in acts; it
would probably still go ahead and do what it liked.
However, it is of benefit to Victorians to know what
is provided in the proposed legislation and that the
opposition has the opportunity to tell the
government that it is not good enough, even if it
does not have the numbers and cannot change what
the government proposes to implement. At least
opposition members can contribute to the debate
before the house and talk to people outside about
what is happening. If that does not happen and if
Parliament is not used as a place of accountability,
people who are unaware of what is happening
cannot say that they are unhappy because they do
not have the information.
This is a place of gathering information and
referring it back to the people of Victoria. People
would say it does not really matter, and one has
only to consider some of the acts to support that
argument - for example, the Wire Netting Act and
the Swan Hill Pioneer Settlement Act. They may not
be of major importance. However,65 acts are
mentioned under schedule 1 of the Financial
Management (Consequential Amendments) Bill; that
is a large number of acts, and I am sure each one of
them is important to the people concerned. For
instance, act no. 65 listed in schedule 1 is the Youth
Affairs Act 1986. As has been said by members on
both sides of the house, we are all concerned about
young people because they are the future of our
country. The proposed legislation will result in the

FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT BILL and FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT (CONSEQUENTIAL AMENDMENTS) BILL
730

ASSEMBLY

accountability of that act being taken away from
Parliament.
Other acts are of interest to other individuals and to
me; I refer to acts such as the Soil Conservation and
Land Utilization Act 1958. I have worked under that
act and I know the importance of it, because our soil
is fundamental to our ability to produce and our
ability to maintain the way of life we have now.
Many other acts are listed in the bill: the Education
Act 1958 and the Health Services Act 1988, to
mention a couple. The bill proposes to remove two
sections from the Forests Act 1958, which means that
for all those people who work under that act,
Parliament will no longer be able to scrutinise what
will happen with the funds prescn"bed by the act.
The government will say committees will undertake
the scrutiny, but that is nothing like facts being
presented to Parliament so that each member is able
to seek information and hand it on when any
government is asking for money to be appropriated.
Although many people will claim that this is not of
any major consequence, when added to a number of
other governmental activities, it starts to eat away at
that accountability.
Opposition members are concerned about that
matter. As the honourable member for Werribee
stated earlier, it is the beginning of the abandonment
of the trust of the people of Victoria. I am pleased
and proud that many opposition members wish to
speak on the important subject of the introduction of
the bills. Although they may be regarded as part of
the system of financial management and therefore as
being about dollars and cents, they are also about
ethics and trust in the parliamentary system. The
opposition believes that trust is being eroded by the
introduction of the second bill and therefore cannot
support the bills fully.
The measures allow ministers to act without

reference to Parliament. Although I am sure all
government ministers are sincere in their intentions,
there is a need for checks and balances for the
benefit of all honourable members, including current
and future ministers. I am pleased that at least 10
opposition members will speak on the bills. All
honourable members have a role to play.
Although the opposition is pleased to support the
Financial Management Bill, which will improve the
system of checks and balances, it is concerned about
the effect of the second bill, which seems to run
counter to the direction of the first bill. Every bill
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that comes before the house is underpinned by the
government's philosophy. These bills demonstrate
not only the government's lack of ethics in not
enforcing the checks and balances of Parliament, but
also the philosophy that underlies all its actions. Its
actions demonstrate that it is a government for
winners, for the people who will always make a
profit. In basic terms that means there will also be
losers.
The opposition agrees with a philosophy of finandal
management as set out in the first bill but also
believes a government should demonstrate a social
conscience and ensure that failure by some sections
of the community does not result in a divided
SOCiety. There is no doubt that the more we move to
part-time employment the more the ability of some
people to be part of a capitalist society will be
eroded. If that happens some people will be unable
to buy a house or plan for the long-term future and what will happen then?
The trickle-down theory - the theory that there will
always be some winners in society and that the
wealth will trickle down to support the losers -has
been shown in many countries not to be successful.
These bills send the same message. It is important
for the opposition to direct attention to the problems
it sees with the Finandal Management
(Consequential Amendments) Bill, which alters the
ability of Parliament to discuss what is happening
with government funds.
I know you, Mr Speaker, believe in the philosophy
that Parliament is part of our tradition of
government, part of the checks and balances that
exist not only in a financial sense but also as part of
our social fabric.
Mr CLARK (Box Hill) - The contribution of the
honourable member for Altona was a combination
of doctrinaire socialism and some basic
commonsense ideas. It was a peculiar mixture. She
not only trotted out the mandatory passages of
Labor Party mythology but also, particularly in her
opening remarks, said a few sensible things. I noted
one passage that encapsulated the idea of
responsible financial management. If I wrote it
down correctly, she said:
What it is all about is balancing what comes in with
what goes out and making sure there is something left
over for hard times.

It is hard to improve on that as a statement of what

financial management is all about. One regrets that
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the honourable member was not in Parliament in the
time of the previous government; she could have
made sure that some of that commonsense was put
into practice rather than kept in theory. The
honourable member will not thank me for saying so,
but her remarks reminded me of very similar
remarks by another famous person who went on to
become prime minister of her country. I refer to
Margaret Thatcher, who also encapsulated the need
for financial reform in a few very simple and well
chosen expressions.
The bills bring in some fundamental financial
reforms and lay some important building blocks for
an ongoing process of financial reform. It is fair to
acknowledge that in the earlier years of the previous
government there were also significant moves
toward financial reform such as the move to
program budgeting, the move to eliminate many
superfluous and outdated trust funds and some
other sensible moves. It was a pity that those moves
ran out of steam as the term of the government
progressed. I hope that fate does not befall the
current government.
I described the reforms in these bills as building
blocks for financial reform. It would not be correct to
describe them as a comprehensive package of
financial reforms. There is a long way to go in the
process of getting a systematic, vigorous and
comprehensive scheme of reform in place. Certainly
the current government has been pushing forward
in that direction on a number of fronts. As the
honourable member for Sandringham pointed out,
in some respects the measures in these bills are
complementary to the public sector management
legislation that was passed some time ago.
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honourable member for Coburg when he was
Treasurer - the infamous $35 million swap
transaction. In that instance an attempt was made to
offset by an up-front payment under a series of
swap contracts an amount of interest liability, so as
to bring the total interest liability of the state within
appropriation.
The Auditor-General said it was beyond the pale,
and the former Labor government brought a
proposal before the house to ratify the transaction.
The then opposition said it would not ratify the
transaction until some political accountability was
accepted by those responsible for the transaction.
With the passage of time the electorate has inflicted
the appropriate political penalty on those concerned
and the government is now taking the opportunity
of clearing up that outstanding issue.
Similarly, and largely symbolically, the government
is clearing up an issue that has been outstanding
since 1970. It involves the sum of $21.7 million that
was left hanging in the system, as it were, when the
consolidated fund was established. It is really only a
book entry that should have been cleared up years
ago.
Mr Jasper - That's a fairly big book entry!
Mr ClARK - I acknowledge the comment of the
honourable member for Murray Valley. However,
once we moved to the system of GFS accounting it
became apparent that it was only a book entry. The
elimination of that amount will have absolutely no
effect on the finances of the state in the format that is
now regarded as the standard format. It should have
been tidied up years ago. It is symbolic that the
present government is fixing up something that
could well have been fixed up previously.

The building blocks to reform are a mixture of
tidying-up exercises stripping out redundancies and
needless complication. Sensible techniques are
needed to give more flexibility to departments, in
particular, and to managers so that they can manage
the money entrusted to their care free of excessive
centralist regulation from agencies such as Treasury,
the Ministry of Finance or the Department of the
Premier and Cabinet.

The point of difference with the transaction
involving the honourable member for Coburg is that
there were certainly no funny-money transactions
surrounding the $21.7 million figure; it was left over
from a sensible reform - but it should not have
been ignored since 1970.

Some of the tidying-up exercises were not referred
to by opposition members - and perhaps that is
understandable. Clause 61 deals with the sum of
$34.8 million, which was commented on by the
Auditor-General as being an inappropriate
expenditure of funds. It was purportedly for the
payment of interest and financing charges and
related to the transaction overseen by the

Both government and opposition members have
touched on the other more substantial innovations in
the legislation. There is a limited power for
departments to borrow forward into their current
year's budget funds that would otherwise be spent
in the next financial year. As the honourable
member for Sandringham and others have said, that
allows projects to be carried through and not put on
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hold simply because funds allocated in a particular
year would otherwise be consumed before the end
of that financial year.
However, it must be dearly recognised that if a
department borrows forward in one year its
appropriation for the following year will be reduced
to offset that fact It has to be a genuine borrowing.
To prevent abuse of the provision, limits have been
placed on the amount of forward borrowing that is
permitted.
On the other hand, no limits are imposed on the
ability of departments to carry forward unspent
appropriations prOVided the carry forward takes
place by arrangement with the minister responsible
for the relevant prOvision of the act. As honourable
members would know the present government
introduced carry-forward arrangements by
administrative action prior to the end of the last
financial year. Although it was a time of
considerable financial stringency a number of
departments realised it was much more sensible to
carry forward amounts to the following financial
year and spend them on good purposes than embark
on the traditional end-of-year spend-up referred to
by the honourable member for Sunshine.
I should point out, however, that the honourable
member for Sunshine was inaccurate in one respect
under his own government as well as under the
present government, if a department had an
expenditure shortfall in one year it did not
automatically mean its appropriation for the
following year was reduced. The previous
government introduced a sensible reform to
eliminate that practice. Even though the following
year's appropriation was not reduced because of
underspending, nevertheless the money not spent in
a particular financial year was lost to the department
and that, of itself, was enough to encourage
departments to go on spending sprees.
All sorts of anecdotal evidence abounds about
various agencies - supported by Commwtity
Services Victoria - being forced to rush out and buy
motor vehicles and photocopiers before 30 June to
ensure that their capital allocations were used up.
Last year administrative action put an end to that
procedure. Now the legislation creates a statutory
mechanism to ensure that it remains that way.
The honourable member for Sunshine mentioned
the elimination of the artificial requirement to
balance the consolidated fund. Everybody knows
that the state has been running deficits for years. To
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have to go through the sham of putting borrowed
funds into the consolidated fund to achieve a
notional balance was ridiculous and that
requirement has now been eliminated.
There is provision in the legislation for a
comprehensive estimates statement and, again as the
honourable member for Sunshine said, one of the
features of the estimates statement is to encourage
an emphasis on the importance of outputs and not
single-minded obsession about the cost of the inputs.
They are two elements of the equation and both
need to be carefully supervised. However, in the
past Parliaments, politicians, the media and perhaps
the public have unduly concentrated on the number
of dollars being applied to a particular area and not
on what we are getting for the money being spent.
The provision for the estimates statement and
recognition of outputs is intended to change that
focus and achieve far more public attention and far
more political debate. One hopes debate will be
focused on what we are getting for our money rather
than what it is costing.
In addition, the proposed legislation introduces
comprehensive and systematic annual reporting
provisions rather than the hotchpotch of reporting
provisiOns existing in many acts to date. To a large
extent these systematic reporting provisiOns had
been adopted by the Annual Reporting Act of 1983,
but the consequential amendments bill removes
many of the outdated provisions in particular acts
that made special provision for annual reports.
Many of those provisions had not been operative for
years because they had been overridden by the
Annual Reporting Act.
In relation to the annual statement of financial
operations - the equivalent of what has been
known to date as the finance statement - the
government has provided for the reporting of a
number of specified items to ensure that Parliament
is aware of them, particularly when there is an
alteration, a movement of funds between
expenditure items or when funds are either
borrowed or carried forward. As I said earlier, the
bill establishes important building blocks for more
systema tic and ongoing financial refonn.

The honourable member for Sunshine referred to
more general questions of financial refonn. He
referred specifically to accrual accounting and urged
the government to move more quickly to ensure its
introduction. I should make it clear that the
government is moving towards the introduction of
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accrual accounting. I believe work was started under
the previous government and it has certainly been
carried forward by the present government.
Several 1992-93 annual reports of agencies that were
tabled this financial year include balance sheets
prepared on an accrual accounting basis, and those
balance sheets will provide the starting point for
subsequent reporting by agencies on an accrual
basis. There must be a starting balance sheet to get
the figures on the books, and in the year following
the establishment of that balance sheet the agency
can for the first time report its income and
expenditure on an accrual basis and then have its
closing balance sheet on an accrual basis. The agency
would then be up and running and reporting on an
accrual basis, and the program will extend that
process throughout government.
It is appropriate to debate at what speed the
government should be moving to introduce that
refonn. Within profesSional and academic circles
there are some differences of opinion between
people who have had training in economics and
those with accounting backgrounds on the relative
merit of accrual accounting vis-a-vis government
finance statistics as used by the Australian Bureau of
Statistics and as recently agreed to by all state
governments.
The academic rivalry between accountants and
economists is unfortunate because in many instances
both systems have hold of elements of truth. As
someone with training in both disciplines, it appears
to me that they are harmonious: they accurately
represent and validly analyse different aspects of the
one issue; they are certainly not contradictory.
Although there is room for discussion about the
speed at which accrual accounting is introduced, the
government has set out a program to introduce the
reform over the next few years.
Many countries around the world are grappling
with the conceptual questions of financial refonn. I
commend to honourable members chapters 5 and 6
of the Victorian Commission of Audit report which
discusses those conceptual issues in some detail and
also examines international practice. In essence we
are now facing the need to adjust some aspects of
government finances recognising that the
Westminster model as it relates to financial matters
has become strained as the size of government has
grown.
The honourable member for Werribee, in his
contribution, referred to the role of the Governor. As
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I understand the position, when the Governor deals
with expenditure matters he is not acting in his
capacity as the third element of Parliament; he is
acting in an executive capacity as the representative
of the Crown. The traditional Westminster theory,
going back to the days when the Crown was indeed
the driving force behind government, was that the
Crown appointed ministers to assist it in running the
country, to assist the Crown in the expending of
funds and to achieve certain results. The process was
very much driven from the top down. If we were to
apply modern parlance, the managers at various
levels would set their priorities by reference to the
wishes expressed from the Crown at the top.
While the size of government was small and the
Crown was able to communicate its wishes almost
directly to those who had to carry out its
instructions, this technique was probably
reasonable. Those who had to make judgments
about priorities, expenditure and so on could make
those judgments by referring to a fairly good
knowledge of what the Crown wanted. But as
government got bigger the model became less valid.
It was difficult - and still is today for those charged
with expending money and implementing policy to accurately assess the priorities that were being set
from the top. We need some other management or
control techniques to signal to officers what is
expected of them.
Indeed the same problems occur to a lesser extent in
the private sector. There has been much
management school writing on the optimal size of
corporations; people have spoken about the
break-up of big corporations and about small
business enterprises being far more manoeuvrable,
flexible and so on. Despite that, large corporations in
the private sector have one additional element of
control and management that is lacking in the public
sector. For example, the corporate headquarters of
BHP can judge the performance of the regional
manager of an offshoot retailing steel in some
obscure part of South Australia by the region's
financial perfonnance - that is the bottom line.
One of the difficulties of the public sector is that
there is no bottom line by which outputs and
performance can be measured. In theory, one can
measure the performance of a manager by referring
to the quantity and quality of the outputs that he or
she achieves or delivers. If you consider outputs you
can ask whether a manager has achieved a good
result in terms of those outputs. However, there is
no ready way of comparing the value of those
outputs against their cost.
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The technique that has been put forward in a
number of jurisdictions to deal with that - and the
technique advocated by the Commission of Audit
report - is the establishment of a customer
service-provider relationship between the
government on the one hand and departments on
the other. If that were taken to its logical conclusion
purchase agreements would be arranged between
the government or the minister representing the
government on the one hand and the department or
departmental head on the other. The government
would enter a contract to buy various outputs from
the department and in turn the department would
be paid a certain amount for those outputs.
Supporters of that regime wax lyrical about its
benefits.
Under that regime the government would have a
firm idea of what it is getting for its money. Because
the government has a firm idea the taxpayer also
knows what is being purchased with the money that
is being applied for that purpose. The department
would be bound to the delivery of certain outputs in
exchange for specific funding and far less input
control would have to be exercised on the
department. The secretary and officers of the
department would have far more flexibility in the
way they manage and operate the department. To
use a popular slogan, you can let the managers
manage because the accountability mechanism is in
place to deliver the specified outputs in exchange for
a specified sum of money.
This technique also has an advantage at budget time
when a department puts forward its expenditure
proposals for the following year: it would put
forward, in effect, a quote for the prOvision of
various services and it would attach a dollar cost to
the services that would be provided in various areas.
That would allow the minister or government the
option of saying, The cost of providing policy
advice in this area is excessive. We do not want it'.
The government is in a position to make a good
policy decision on that subject; if it wishes it can
simply eliminate that service from the departmental
budget. It provides far more control to government,
to politicians, and therefore to the public.
These sorts of opportunities for further reform need
to be considered and investigated, to build upon the
building blocks of reform contained in these bills.
I now turn to some of the objections of the
honourable member for Werribee to the Financial
Management (Consequential Amendments) Bill. The
honourable member is concerned that detailed
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information will not be available to Parliament at the
time the budget is debated. However, the legislation
provides that the annual financial statements
contain extensive information, in particular
concerning the shift in the amount of funds between
expenditure items contained in the appropriation
legislation.
If the honourable member wants to be able to
compare last year's budget against last year's actual
expenditure when debating the current year's
budget, that will be possible to achieve by looking at
the current year's budget papers - that is the
appropriation paper and what is now known as
Budget Paper No. 4. The papers will show last year's
actual expenditure as well as the current year's
budget. Barring changes in the structure of
programs or appropriations from one year to
another, any honourable member will be able to take
last year's budget, open the corresponding page of
the current year's budget and see the current year's
actual, which he or she can compare against the
budgeted amount of the previous year. I am sure
that will provide almost all the information an
honourable member might want in that regard.

The honourable member for Werribee and others
should also be encouraged to pay more attention to
outputs than to inputs. For example, it is generally
not a particularly fruitful line of inquiry to seek an
explanation for why a particular department which
budgeted, for example, for an expenditure of
$3.1 million on wages and salaries actually spent
$3.2 million on salaries and wages. A far more
fruitful line of inquiry is to examine what sort of
outputs that particular department expected to
produce in the budget year and what outputs it
achieved. The significant variations between the two
and the justification for those variations should be
considered. Given all those factors, there is not much
substance to the main concern of the honourable
member for Werribee.
The honourable member also complained that the
bill deletes from various acts references to moneys
appropriated by Parliament for the purposes of
those acts and therefore will remove from the
appropriation act special appropriation lines for the
purposes of various acts. In many cases those
provisions have been dead letters for a long time. If
one compares the various acts listed in the
consequential amendments bill and goes through
last year's appropriation legislation, one sees that
very few of them had appropriation lines. If a
minister wants to spend moneys for the purposes of
a particular act, the minister does not need a
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particular appropriation line in reference to that act
to do so. The minister can spend moneys from the
general global appropriation for the purposes of that
act or a department, and that was just as true under
the fonner government as it is under the present
government.
Mr Baker - But you do not get the debate.
Mr CLARK - If the honourable member for
Sunshine is suggesting that we should be stepping
back from the practice of the previous government,
let him put forward arguments for that. If the
honourable member is suggesting it is important for
Parliament to debate appropriations for the
purposes of particular acts, he should say why it is
important. Frankly, I cannot see that it is important
because in many instances expenditure for the
purposes of an act cannot be separated from general
expenditure. Take for example the Adoption Act.
Much of the expenditure of the Department of
Health and Community Services relates to adoption,
but only some of that may relate to the Adoption Act
itself. Some may relate to other matters that are not
specifically relevant to that act.
Mr Baker - What about the Swine
Compensation Act.
Mr CLARK - If the honourable member wants
to cite examples of particular measures. he should
have done so in his contribution to the debate.
The honourable member for Werribee also said that
what is being done is only for the convenience of the
executive. His reference to convenience of the
executive could well mean the time and effort spent
on generating information. He should show why the
infonnation is useful before he asks for it.
The honourable member also drew attention to the
reforms he introduced to the funding provided for
members of Parliament to maintain their electorate
offices. When he was the Speaker, he initiated a
procedure to partially globalise those funds and
eliminate separate lines for stamps, transport,
Hansard reports and various others things because it
was recognised that there was no merit in that
individual itemisation and that it was far more
flexible to have one global figure. Exactly the same
philosophy underlies the reforms in these measures.
Mr THOMSON (pascoe Vale) - The purposes of
the Financial Management Bill are to improve
financial administration of the public sector, to make
better provisions for the accountability of the public
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sector and to provide for annual reporting to
Parliament by departments and public sector bodies.
It defines 'authority' to mean a department, a public
statutory authority, or a state business corporation
within the meaning of the State Owned Enterprises
Act 1992. That can cover a broad range of
departments and authorities. Schedule 2 of the
Financial Management (Consequential
Amendments) Bill refers to the repeal of section 19
of the Melbourne Water Corporation Act, and it is
that matter and the financial accountability of the
public sector and the annual reporting of
departments and public sector bodies to Parliament
to which I wish to direct my remarks.
Melbourne Water established what was known as
the parks and waterways levy, which was valued at
about $39 and to which all ratepayers in the
metropolitan area were expected to contribute. The
funds raised from that levy were then spent by
Melbourne Water. Under the former government
this was done through what was referred to as the
Open Space 2000 committee, which was
non-partisan and which distributed grants
throughout the metropolitan area. Last year the
Open Space 2000 committee was replaced by the
Melbourne Parks and Waterways AdviSOry
Committee chaired by the honourable member for
Warrandyte, and it has no representative from the
northern or western suburbs. I expressed concern
about that at the time the committee was
established, but that concern was minimal compared
to the concern I now have about the way grants to
local government and community groups are
distributed by that committee.
Of a total of $2 600 450 only $339 000, or 13 per cent,
of those grants have gone to local government areas
which can be described as Labor electorates,
whereas some 87 per cent of the money $2 261 450 - has gone to local government in
Liberal electorates. That is a ratio of more than 6:l.
The community grants total $206 292. I have
identified grants totalling $184 410 which relate to
areas that I cannot find in the Melways, so I have not
allocated those grants to either political party. But of
the community grants only $56 895, or 31 per cent,
went to Labor areas and $127515, or 69 per cent,
went to Liberal areas, a ratio of more than 2 to 1. The
total of local government and community grants is
$2 784 860. Of that $395 895 went to Labor areas and
$2 388 965 went to Liberal areas. More than 85 per
cent of the funds were allocated to Liberal areas
while only 14.2 per cent went to Labor areas, a ratio
of 6 to 1. I am greatly concerned at this improper
allocation of funds.
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One possible explanation is ~a~d on the .
government's having the maJonty of seats m the
Legislative Assembly as a result of the last state
election. But my figures reveal that the Labor Party
holds 23 of the 55 seats - 42 per cent - in the areas
covered by the Melbourne Water levy and the
Melbourne Parks and Waterways program, so the
figures cannot be justified on that basis. NO.r c~n
they be justified on the basis that the or~aru~tions
in Labor Party areas failed to make applications for
grants. I refer specifically t~ ~e Ci~ of
Broadmeadows which partiCIpated m the
Melbourne Parks and Waterways program.
In February last year the city was involved in a .

series of workshops which were attended by offIcers
from Melbourne Water, Melbourne Parks and
Waterways, the Department of Conservation and
Natural Resources, local councils and creek
committees of management. The workshops
concerned the Moonee Ponds Creek and the
Maribymong River catchment as well as the Merri
Creek catchment. The aims of the workshops were
to identify priorities in the region and foster
cooperation between agencies so that join.t
applications could be made to ensure proJec~ .
submissions met the set criteria and were wIthin the
available budget allocations.
The intention was to create the circumstances in
which councils could make their submissions with
confidence. The projects submitted by the City of
Broadmeadows included a joint submission with the
Shire of Bulla and the City of Preston, which were
voted on at the workshop stage to ensure
consistency and that the priorities-Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer) - On a point of
order, Mr Deputy Speaker, the issues to which the
honourable member for Pascoe Vale refers may be
fascinating but the bills are about the financial
administration of budget sector agencies. The
honourable member appears to be addresSing an
issue concerning Melbourne Water and its
relationship with local government, which has
nothing to do with the bills.
Mr THOMSON (Pascoe Vale) -On the point of
order, as set out in clause 1 the purposes of the
Financial Management Bill are:
(a) to improve financial administration of the public
sector;
(b) to make better provision for the accountability of the

public sector;

(c)
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to provide for annual reporting to the Parliament by
departments and public sector bodies.

Nothing could be more relevant to the
administration of the public sector and ensuring its
accountability than examining whether Melbourne
Water funds are being appropriately allocated.
Mr Deputy Speaker, I also direct to your attention
the definitions clause of that bill, which says that
'authority' can mean a department, public statutory
authority or state business corporation within the
meaning of the State Owned Enterprises Act, as well
as a person or body prescribed for that purpose. In
addition, clause 53 of schedule 2 of the Financial
Management (Consequential Amendment) Bill
repeals part 5 of the Melbourne Water Corporation
Act. Clearly my remarks on the operation of
Melbourne Water are relevant to the purpose of
improving the management, administration and
accountability of public entities.
Mr CLARK (Box Hill) - On the same point of
order, Mr Deputy Speaker, it is not enough for the
honourable member to argue that his remarks relate
to Melbourne Water or even to the finances of
Melbourne Water. He must show that in some way
they not only relate to accountability mechanisms
but are relevant to the issues set out in the bills. The
second.
question before the house is whether
reading of the bills be agreed to. Even If It were.m
order for him to make passing reference to particular
examples, the honourable member would have to
show that the detail and complexity of the matters to
which he refers in some way help the house to agree
to the motion.

a:e.

Mr MILDENHALL (Footscray) - On the same
point of order, I have paid some attention to the
debate. Any observer would admit that it has
ranged widely across a number of topiCS, from the
propensity of certain members' ancestors to st~~l
Clyd~ales to the ancient principles and tradItions
on which the legislation is based. I should have
thought that the honourable member for Pascoe Vale
is citing specific examples which relate to the
objectives of the bills and which are much closer to
its subject than earlier comments.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER - Order! The Chair is
in a difficult position because it has not been privy
to the comments made previously in the debate. At
the time the point of order was taken, I was
examining the Financial Management Bill to see
whether the remarks of the honourable member for
Pascoe Vale were relevant because he appeared to be
giving a dissertation on issues relating to the
allocation of grants.
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I shall not uphold the point of order, although I
accept that the house should be mindful that the
bills deal with specific issues. Although some
latitude may have been given to earlier speakers, the
Chair may not continue to follow that path. I ask the
honourable member for Pascoe Vale to relate his
remarks to the bills.
Mr THOMSON (pascoe Vale) - It is unfortunate
that members of the government take exception to
these matters being raised in a wide-ranging debate
such as this because the allocation of grants is an
important aspect of financial management. The
figures I have cited demonstrate unequivocally the
hypocrisy and double standards of the Liberal
government. Members of the federal Liberal Party
complained bitterly about the allocation of grants by
the fonner Minister for Sports, Arts and Territories,
Ms Ros KellYi but I wonder whether Mr Peter
Costello, the Federal member for Higgins, would
show the same enthusiasm for investigating grants
of this nature.
Melbourne Water should justify its allocation of the
grants, and the government should table the public
records relating to all applications, whether accepted
or rejected. It should depoliticise the advisory
council, which was politicised when the honourable
member for Warrandyte was appointed as its
chairman.
The intention of the legislation is to improve
financial management and accountability. All
honourable members support that objective. We live
in times of change. Financial management and
accountability standards have been changed by the
Annual Reporting Act and the use of various other
styles of reporting financial matters.
I am concerned that the quality of information in the
budget documents has deteriorated since the
coalition came to office. It is harder to establish
program expenditure and revenue. I hope the
changes proposed in the bills improve the situation.
The broad-ranging legislation deals with a variety of
matters, including the consolidated fund, the public
account, the trust fund, the annual statement of
financial operations, budget management,
accountability and reporting, and various matters to
do with the Audit Act and the Public Account Act. It
makes a number of transitional and consequential
changes.
The objective of the legisla tion is to improve public
and financial accountability, an aim with which no
honourable member would take issue. However, the
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opposition takes issue at the way the government
has altered the financial accountability
arrangements. In September the Minister for
Industry and Employment issued guidelines
regarding funds for investment in industry projects.
No doubt the guidelines were received in good faith
by people interested in seeking government support.
However, a couple of days ago on ABC radio the
Treasurer said the guidelines are not public; the
government cannot advise people on the guidelines
associated with financial support.
Mr Stockdale interjected.

Mr THOMSON - The criteria for evaluation are
secreti they are not to be made public. We should
not do that. The effect of that is to render the
guidelines issued by the Minister for Industry and
Employment a nonsense. It produces the possibility
of some groups being aware and some groups being
unaware of the criteria for evaluation. To say the
only criteria by which the applications are to be
judged is net public benefit is simply inadequate.
Net public benefit is in the eye of the beholder and
depends on what-Mr Stockdale interjected.
Mr THOMSON -It depends on your values. All
members, ministers, governments and people have
different views about what constitutes net public
benefit in various investment projects. The
opposition is concerned about state government
support for industry investment arising out of the
Australia Air International deal. Some $5 million has
been granted to a company that said in 1993 that it
would have flights into Melbourne in any event. The
opposition is concerned about the way that decision
was made. The Treasurer said he did not attend the
meeting. In due course many other ministers will
want to say they were not at the meeting either.
The bill needs to improve financial administration
and public accountability rather than allowing
ministerial discretion to be exercised in ways that
are not open for all to judge whether they are biased.
Grants made by Melbourne Parks and Waterways
cause the opposition considerable concern because
they have been skewed dramatically in the direction
of government electorates. The government's
defence, which as best I understand it is that you
should remove the peninsula area when making
such calculations, is nonsense. To understand the
program properly you must include the $2.5 million
that has been allocated to the peninsula area at the
expense of the Maribymong region which lost
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$800 000 this year, the Yarra region which lost
$500 000 and the south-eastern region which lost

$430000.
If we are to have proper financial accountability the
records of Melbourne Parks and Waterways should
be made available. Proper records should be kept of
all applications received and the way they are
considered. Better information should be made
available about the basis on which the decision was
made to provide $5 million to Australia Air
International. Better financial records should be kept
for grants to youth groups and the like so that the
opposition and the broader community can
understand the purpose for which they are made
and to ensure that the government is distributing
public funds properly without impropriety or bias.

The shadow Treasurer and other honourable
members opposite have outlined the opposition's
concern with the legislation. Financial management
is of great importance to Victoria. Considerable
pressure has been placed on state finances in recent
years. The recession has had a serious impact on
revenue and the commonwealth has continued to be
tight with state funding. It is appropriate that the
government should be considering financial
management issues. It should ensure that the public
sector is well administered and made as accountable
as possible. Although the opposition considers the
legislation desirable, it needs to be assured that it
achieves the planned objectives.
The legislation makes a number of changes to the
consolidated fund - and loans from it - the
liability under guarantees and the way in which
commonwealth grants are to be appropriated.
Significant changes are also made to the annual
reporting requirements. I hope the refonns will be a
step forward. The opposition hopes its concerns will
be taken into account and that the legislation will
lead to some improvements in the state's financial
management as a whole.
Sitting suspended from 6.30 pm until 8.07 pm.

Mr HONEYWOOD (Warrandyte) - I support
these bills. The Financial Management
(Consequential Amendments) Bill is designed to
improve budget sector management and
accountability and deserves the support of all
honourable members. You cannot compare its
proposals with what happened during the 11 years
of ineptitude that prevailed under the former Labor
government.
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I shall address the example the honourable member
for Pascoe Vale raised in his poor contribution to the
debate prior to the suspension of the sitting. I am
upset with the honourable member for Pascoe Vale
because we have had a number of private
discussions about the issue, and I have gone to great
lengths to explain to him that the Melbourne Parks
and Waterways program, for which I chair the
committee, has bipartisan support. It is supported
by Labor, the Uberals and the Democrats. Three of
the nine volunteer committee members were
members of the committee under the former Labor
government committee. Members of the committee
belong to the Australian Democrats and the Labor
Party; I don't even know of another Liberal Party
member on the committee. The decisions have been
unanimous and 9S per cent of the recommendations
by the independent Melbourne Parks and
Waterways conservation officers have been
approved.
It was another attempt by the opposition to get into

the gutter, in this case the Melbourne Water
sewerage system, and dredge up the next
supposedly good story it can come up with. It tried
to justify an attack on what has always been a
bipartisan committee of which I am proud to be a
volunteer member. The honourable member for
Pascoe Vale - if I could use the word 'hypocrisy' I
would - has the audacity to be Chairman of the
Moonee Ponds Association, which sought and
gained funds from the former government, and he
now attacks me for being the chairman of a similar
body! Where are his bona fides; where is he coming
from? Don't do as I do, do as I say!
When one examines the figures the honourable
member for Pascoe Vale alluded to one realises that
he has it wrong again. The current Metropolitan
Improvement Fund area has a total of $S million for
allocation. The 26 Liberal seats gained $2.1 million
and the 22 Labor seats gained $2.9 million. The party
with four fewer seats in the catchment area gained
$780 000 more than did Liberal seats. Where are the
honourable member's figures coming from?
As the honourable member for Pascoe Vale knows
because I had prior discussions with him, this year is
the first year that the municipalities of Hastings,
Ulydale, MOmington and Sherbrooke have been
included.
Mr BAKER (Sunshine) - On a point of order,
Mr Acting Speaker, there has been considerable
licence in this debate, which is reasonable given that
this is such a wide-ranging topic, but I fail to see
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what the honourable member's contribution has to
do with the specific purposes of the bill.
Mr HONEYWOOD (Warrandyte) - On the
point of order, Mr Acting Speaker, the honourable
member for Pascoe Vale was given great liberty and
was not prevented by the Acting Speaker who was
then in the chair from talking about the Melbourne
Parks and Waterways funding program, a program
that has always been bipartisan and audited every
year.
Mr Thomson interjected.
Mr HONEYWOOD - The honourable member
for Pascoe Vale interjects, 'Until you got involved in
it'. That program is audited every year by the best
auditors in the country. They are currently going
through the audit process, of which the honourable
member is fully aware.
The ACIlNG SPEAKER (Mr Cunningham) Order! I ask the honourable member for Warrandyte
to come back to the purposes of the bill.
Mr HONEYWOOD - I have had 4 minutes, he
had 15. The honourable member for Pascoe Vale
used the debate on these bills to argue the need for
better financial accountability in that program. I will
show how the Melbourne Parks and Waterways
program meets the provisions of the bill and how
financially accountable it is.
Mr Thomson interjected.
Mr HONEYWOOD - The honourable member
for Pascoe Vale by way of interjection said that the
program is no longer audited. I correct that lie; it is
audited every year by the best auditors in
Melbourne. All decisions by the nine volunteer
members, who come from all political parties, have
supported the grants program unanimously. In
attacking the program the honourable member for
Pascoe Vale ignored the fact that 95 per cent of the
recommendations come from Melbourne Parks and
Waterways officers. As he well knows from prior
discussions, the only departure from those
recommendations has been, for example, the
$1 million to the Royal Botanical Gardens because of
their dire need for additional funding. For all the
years it has run the program has been audited by the
best auditors. Last year was the first full year of a
coalition government and the auditors found, based
on all the electoral boundaries, that there was an
even distribution of funds. This year I predict that
the Labor seats will do better than the Liberal seats
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in the previous program - $2.9 million for Labor
seats against $2.1 million for Uberal seats. This
matter is relevant to the bill because the honourable
member for Pascoe Vale used that program as an
example.
Mr BAKER (SWlShine) - On a point of order,
Mr Acting Speaker, the honourable member for

Warrandyte is somewhat confused about your
. previous ruling. I ask you to bring him back to the
broad ambit of the bill, which is about financial
management. The honourable member should be
suggesting specific ways of handling accountability
to the Parliament. He should have listened to some
of the contributions made earlier and picked up on
some of the features.
Mr COOPER (Momington) -On the point of
order, Mr Acting Speaker, from first-hand
experience, having occupied the chair during the
early stages of this debate, I can say that at least two
opposition speakers, the honourable member for
Sunshine as lead speaker for the opposition and the
honourable member for Werribee in support, were
given considerable latitude to enable them to
develop the case they were arguing.
They were allowed to develop that argument in a
right and proper way because this is an
all-embracing bill. That is precisely the way in which
the honourable member for Warrandyte is
approaching this debate; he is attempting to set the
scene so that he can then address the real issues
covered by the bill. He is entitled to the same
treatment that was given to the honourable
members for SWlShine and Werribee.
Mr THOMSON (pascoe Vale) -On the point of
order, Mr Acting Speaker, I raised the matters to
which the honourable member for Warrandyte is
referring. The Treasurer, who was in the chamber,
raised a point of order with the Acting Speaker who
occupied the chair at the time and, in essence, that
point of order was upheld. I was told that I was not
to continue down that path. The Hansard record of
what I subsequently said will show that from that
point on my remarks were relevant. Given that I was
to all intents and purposes ruled out of order, the
point of order raised by the honourable member for
SWlShine is accurate. If the honourable member for
Warrandyte wants to justify his use of the
whiteboard he should do so on some other occasion.
Mr ClARK (Box Hill) - On the point of order,
Mr Acting Speaker, I supported the Treasurer on the
point of order referred to by the honourable member
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for Pascoe Vale. The Acting Speaker encouraged the
honourable member for Pascoe Vale to return to the
bill and demonstrate the relationship between his
example and the bill. However, my recollection is
that the Acting Speaker did not uphold the point of
order. The honourable member for Pascoe Vale was
allowed to complete his example before showing
some relevance to the rest of the bill.
The honourable member for Warrandyte is about
halfway through canvassing his assessment of the
same example. He should be allowed to complete
his example before relating it back to the bill.
The ACTING SPEAKER - Order! I have heard
enough on the point of order. I will give the
honourable member for Warrandyte the benefit of
the doubt for the moment, prOVided he returns to
the bill.
Mr HONEYWOOD (Warrandyte) - The
opposition can dish it out but it cannot take it! In
addressing the program the honourable member for
Pascoe Vale used as an example of poor financial
accountability the independently appointed auditors
who examine the program every year and who have
noted the following factors:
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On examination of the figures that have been given
to the auditors the honourable member for Pascoe
Vale must know that he is wrong and admit that he
has lied. I do not use that word loosely - The ACTING SPEAKER -Order! That is
unparliamentary and I ask the honourable member
to withdraw it
Mr HONEYWOOD - Mr Acting Speaker - The ACTING SPEAKER - Order! I ask the
honourable member to withdraw it.
Mr HONEYWOOD - I withdraw, but it is true.
The ACTING SPEAKER - Order! An
unqualified withdrawal!
Mr HONEYWOOD - I give an unqualified
withdrawal. The honourable member for Pascoe
Vale has been attempting to flog this beat-up around
the press gallery for some weeks. Initially he offered
it exclusively to the Age, but when it was given
access to all the documentation on the program and
after a thorough investigation the Age, of all
newspapers - -

histOrically, most of Melbourne Water's parks
have been located in the eastern suburbs but are
used by all Melbourne residents; and

The ACTING SPEAKER - Order! The
honourable member for Warrandyte should come
back to the bill.

the distinct shortage of volunteer environment
groups in the northern and western suburbs will
be overcome by the auditors' recommendation
that, as part of the financial management that will
be instituted by this bill, environmental agencies
such as the Department of Conservation and
Environment and the Victorian National Parks
Association - which the opposition might like to
attack while it is attacking the environment
generally - will be funded in those suburbs
instead of having to rely solely on volunteer
groups. As a result of private discussions I have
had with him I know the honourable member for
Pascoe Vale is well aware that it is difficult to
examine one year's grants in isolation from those
of other years - for example, some projects are
funded recurrently over two or three years. More
than $1 million was spent on bicycle paths in the
electorates of Williamstown and Albert Park. One
cannot argue that the government is funding only
liberal electorates when a great deal of funding
has gone to those areas.

Mr HONEYWOOD - The Age said there was no
story, so the honourable member went to the SundJzy
Age-The ACflNG SPEAKER - Order! I ask the
honourable member to return to the bill.
Mr HONEYWOOD - I am summarising my
points. The Sunday Age refused to nul the story so
the honourable member - -

The ACfING SPEAKER - Order! Is the
honourable member for Warrandyte defying the
Chair?
Mr HONEYWOOD - No, I am not, Mr Acting
Speaker. My comments are based on the bill. I have
shown beyond - Mr Baker - Keep on going!

The ACTING SPEAKER -Order! The
honourable member for Sunshine!
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Mr Baker - Keep on going!
Mr HONEYWOOD - How much have you had
to drink tonight?
Mr Baker - Not one!
The ACIlNG SPEAKER -Order! The
honourable member for Warrandyte on the bill!
Mr HONEYWOOD - I should like to read from
the bill, if the honourable member for Sunshine
would show me the courtesy - -

Mr Baker - Talk on the bill! You've had
incredible licence! Do the decent thing!
Mr HONEYWOOD - Would you like to give
him the call, Mr Acting Speaker?
The ACIlNG SPEAKER - Order! The
honourable member for Warrandyte on the bill.
Mr HONEYWOOD - I am trying to say - I
point out that my contribution has been briefer than
that of the honourable member for Pascoe Valethat the grants program is financially responsible
and accountable according to the prOvisions of the
bill, and the government has had bipartisan support
for it. The most professional auditors in the country
have given the program a dean bill of health year in,
year out and the nine committee members, who are
drawn from every political community one can
imagine, unanimously supported the committee's
recommendations. I point out that 95 per cent of the
grants recommendations came about as a result of
priority one recommendations from the
environmental officers of Melbourne Parks and
Waterways.
The program fits the bill by ensuring that better,
more financially accountable programs will come
before Parliament. I am proud to support the
Melbourne Parks and Waterways program, despite
the attempt by the honourable member for Pascoe
Vale to descend into the gutter.
Mr MILDENHALL (Footscray) - The debate
tempts me to ask for some base level of qualification
for those who want to speak on the legislation,
because whenever the house is considering a bill
that relates to business government members
expend much energy on examining the backgrounds
of members of the opposition. I am tempted to ask
how many experienced public servants and
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successful public sector employees there might be
on the government side.
As the honourable member for Sunshine said, what
goes on below the decks? What happens in detail?
What happens in the government machinery?
Despite the self-proclaimed expertise in the
government, running a huge machine on accounting
standards is not a straightforward process. I would
follow that argument if I had not rejected the same
line of logic when it was used against me.

The bill has a series of practical steps to which I shall
speak if I am allowed. to proceed and to which the
opposition has no great objection until it comes to
the accountability requirement in the consequential
amendments.
It is convenient for analysis to follow the steps of the
second-reading speech. Fairly early in that speech
the minister said that a number of the reforms were
recommended in the Independent Review of
Victoria's Public Sector Finances, commonly known
as the Nicholls report. I was taken aback by that
comment because it is not widely known that the
then opposition embraced any components of the
Nicholls report, that it was a reference point used in
public debate or that it contained any
recommendations the then opposition would have
taken up.
I must admit that in going over the literature I have
found the Nicholls report to be more dispassionatei
it does not have the political gloss that was imposed
on the subsequent Victorian Commission of Audit
report. Obviously instructions were given to ensure
that that report could be used for the political
purposes for which it was commissioned.
The first of the changes is the removal of the need to
balance the consolidated fund. As the Nicholls
report says, the difficulty is that there is no
definition of 'balance'. Both the reports suggest that
the consolidated fund is an artificial device designed
to cover the need to trace cash movements in other
accounts and transfers brought in to balance that
account. Through the consolidated fund a series of
inquiries was set up to work out the nature of that
balance.
I would have thought that this prOvision will
increase the importance of the consolidated fund.
Without those artificial arrangements the
consolidated fund can now assume Significance
because one can glance through the accounts to find
primary indicators of the health of the budget.
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The documentation and the second-reading speech
note that the move to present accounts in the
government financial statistics format will provide a
set of figures that will enable governments across
Australia to be compared on an equal basis. This
approach was developed in the latter years of the
previous government, proposed at a meeting of the
states and agreed to by the states. That initiative
should be contrasted with the rhetoric of
government members. They speak of the ineptitude
of the former government and its failure to take
steps to improve financial reporting, but the
Independent Review of Victoria's Public Sector
Finances suggests that Victoria should be
commended on this initiative, an initiative that
originated hom the former government's public
account reform process. The initiatives of the former
government are always glossed over by members of
the government. They should bear in mind the
initiatives of the former government so that they
have a balanced account of what took place in this
context.
The creation of working accounts is proposed by the
legislation. This will provide the flexibility long
sought by public servants required to work within
the structure of the public service accounting
system. Such flexibility at the activity level, at the
level of individual expenditure items - far below
the level of information seen by parliamentarians will allow managers in the service to focus their
attention on outputs. That is one of the objectives of
the bill.
My experience is that there is a great need to free up
this area of regulation. Many activities of
government can earn revenue and have a place in
the market, but the requirement for public servants
not only to have the full costs of an activity provided
for in a budget but also to return any income
derived from an activity back to consolidated
revenue robs many public service managers of an
incentive and a mechanism for finding the right
place in the market for the products or services for
which they are responsible.
Conferences are one example of an activity
appropriately run by the government. Members of
the community - and dare I suggest business
leaders - are often looking for an independent body
to conduct conferences and seminars, a body that is
not trying to peddle its wares and has credibility in
the field. Another example is that the cost of
prodUcing publications could often be recouped.
Subscription to databases and other information
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systems could also provide income to cover
establishment costs.
Under the accounting and financial management
system previously in place such mechanisms were
not easily established. Documentation indicates that
independent reviews take a dim view of trust
accounts set up for purposes as minute as that.
There are obvious vulnerabilities and risks in that
approach, but the higher level of accountability
required to ensure the success of such activities is
positive in that it will ensure the supervision of less
conventional activities than those normally expected
of a standard public service operation.
Another area covered by the bill is the requirement
by the Auditor-General to provide an audit opinion
on the annual financial statements. Previously there
was a requirement for the Auditor-General to
explain the government's financial statements but
the new proviSion, which is supported by the
opposition, provides for the Auditor-General to give
an independent view.
The interesting aspect is that, as occurred with a
number of the government's other sensible
provisions, when the former government introduced
this exact provision in its 1992 legislation it was
knocked back. This is typical of the government:
when it was in opposition it said the provision was
no good, and now that it is in government it is
saying the provision is sensible. It is reminiscent of
the bed tax bill. When the present government was
in opposition it said: 'We will not allow the
government to do this. It is appalling. We will not
touch it. We promise in knocking back the bill that
the people of Victoria will be safe'. This government
has since doubled taxes, which is typical of the
government's two-standard approach when framing
legislation.
Part 6 of the bill makes formal provision for the
carrying forward of amounts unspent at the end of
the financial year. To the government's credit this
was introduced by administrative action towards
the end of the last financial year. The lack of a
provision like this was a major source of distortion
in the financial planning process; budget time lines
rarely allowed for adequate planning and then
expenditure periods for cash had to be brought into
the operational expenditure area.
The prOvision for the estimate on a three-year basis
is also relevant. In that context the ability to produce
a much more reasonable plan and to execute
government projects is greatly enhanced. By the
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time an initiative was prepared and government
assent finally granted to proceed with a new area of
government activity, it was frequently September,
and by the time the documentation flowed through
from the passing of the budget, the officer
responsible for an area of activity would be caught
around the November period.
I can recall one budget not being approved and not
being able to flow through until the November
period, and by that time departmental financial
managers were getting nervous about levels of
expenditure, which were usually dealt with around
April of the financial year. One had a very short time
frame in which to act to implement government
activities, so this provision is a marked
improvement.
It is interesting that the bill goes into the Nicholls

report, as it goes hand in hand with a
recommendation that overexpenditure by a
government department ought to be deducted from
the following year's accounts. By public service
standards that is a fairly draconian provision, but it
is that sort of constraint and penalty that in these
days of heightened accountability would not be
inappropriate, and it is interesting that the bill did
not go to that extent.
The introduction of accrual accounting is, as the
honourable member for Sunshine said, a primary
provision of the bill, and my experience certainly
bears out the need for this measure as well. In the
department I was involved in we were running
grant programs where indications needed to be
given up to 18 months in advance because of the
planning guidelines. Those indications of financial
support would, in the final analysis, be done on the
basis of guesswork, levels of confidence and
anticipation. An accrual accounting system will
allow commitments to be made and recognised and
a longer planning period to prevail.
Clause 39 states that temporary advances will not be
required to be paid in the financial year. Although
the bill increases flexibility, it also heightens the
requirements for accountability. When reading the
report of the Yellow Peril - the Scrutiny of Acts and
Regulations Committee - Mr Stockdale interjected.
Mr MILDENHALL - It is interesting to note that
the Treasurer would make those remarks by way of
interjection because he has not been particularly
complimentary of the committee in the past. I noted
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that the committee had reason to seek an
explanation on the lessened accountability
provisions in the bill, and the parliamentary
secretary was able to provide that. The committee
suggested that the explanation that the
parliamentary secretary provided to the committee
should also be made available to the house, but
I was disappointed with the remarks previously
made by the parliamentary secretary, which were
not detailed or particularly convincing; they centred
around the greater details to be provided in the
financial statements.
The budget papers will provide current year to
previous year actuals, and that is terrific provided
all the programs are not turned upside down on a
yearly basis. I would have thought that if one looked
at the government budgets in many principal areas
over the past five years one would find it very
difficult to make a direct comparison with previous
years' expenditures. The opposition was encouraged
to look at outputs and to focus its attention upon
them. That would be terrific if the government
practised what it preached because, as the past 12
months have shown, although this government has
used the rhetoric of modem financial management
practices and has picked that up, its practices are a
long way short of achieving those standards.
We need to encourage auditors to focus on the
outputs because of the disgraceful examples we
have seen in the Parliament in the past 12 months. If
we focused on the outputs rather than having the
input fixation this government has about the past I
am sure the statements about outputs could be seen
in a different context.
Recently the honourable member for Pascoe Vale
revealed the disgraceful Melbourne Water rorts
affair, with 40 per cent of the electorates being
allocated only 15 per cent of the funds. The
constituents of Footscray have seen a massive shift
in the resources allocated to education. Funds have
virtually disappeared, especially from areas where
they are most needed - for example, for programs
for the teaching of English as a second language.
When one examines the correlation between outputs
and needs one finds a fundamental distortion.
Victoria has experienced the shambles of
community-based. employment programs, the
financial management of which has hit an all-time
low. The schemes have been announced with
government fanfare but without any financial
management - and the funds have not been
forthcoming.
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The Office of Youth Affairs report shows that funds
have been shifted to government electorates. The
community health and psychiatric services in my
area are suffering because of the government's low
levels of capital expenditure, and sick people are
being thrown onto the streets. The government
knew that its plans to introduce the mandatory
reporting of child sexual abuse would increase the
reporting rate. Even though it must have expected
an increased demand for services, the government
cut $7 million from the department's budget, giving
no recognition to the importance of outputs. For
financial reasons alone the government is removing
the only reception service available in the area for
child abuse cases.
I welcome the government's focus on outputs even
though it still wishes to brag about inputs while
leaving the outputs for members of the opposition to
discover and reveal to the house.

Mr MY AMS (Dromana) - The Financial
Management Bill is a Significant but unspectacular
step in a broader and quite spectacular program of
public sector management reform. When the
government came to office it brought with it a
well-prepared and comprehensive agenda to
redefine the role of government and restructure the
public sector. Inherent in those plans was the need
to rectify the state's finances, improve the quality of
public services and introduce a range of financial
and management reforms.
It is now well known and widely accepted that
reform of the public sector is long overdue. It is hard
to believe that as late as the 1980s and early 19905
Victoria was anguishing under such archaic and
inappropriate public sector management principles.
Uttle wonder that during the 1980s, when
incompetents were put into responsible positions,
things went so horribly wrong. Even ignoring the
Labor government's inappropriate ideology and
perverse motives there was no possibility of its
having the managerial expertise to operate under
such an outmoded system let alone initiate a range
of reforms and improvements that had been so
necessary for so long.

The shortcomings in the management and financial
practices of the public sector have been identified,
documented and targeted by the government. Until
now management has been based on procedures
and controls, with accountability coming from an
obedience to the rules and the avoidance of
mistakes. The focus has been on inputs, not on
outputs or outcomes. There has been little or no
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emphasis on improving the quality of service. It is
now important, essential and urgent that a new set
of objectives be put in place and that an entirely
upgraded management framework be implemented.
In case there is any lingering doubt about the need
for the reform of Victoria's public sector, one need
look only at the excellent report produced by the
Victorian Commission of Audit. The commission
emphaSised a number of important managerial
shortCOmings including the existing focus on inputs
and a medium-term perspective leading to
poor-quality decision making. It also emphasised
budgetary processes that inhibited change and
highlighted the flexibility that was needed to
achieve improved efficiency and effectiveness. It
referred to a confusion about management and
reporting responsibilities.

Among that commission's recommendations were a
number of key items. It recommended that budgets
should fund clearly-defined and measurable
outputs, that accountability in the public sector
should be explicit and that funding arrangements
must be transparent. The government is showing its
respect for the report by implementing a range of its
recommendations, both in the Financial
Management Bill and the Financial Management
(Consequential Amendments) Bill.
The purposes of the Financial Management Bill,
which are perfectly explained in clause 1, bear
repeating. They are:
to improve financial administration of the public sector;
to make better provision for the accountability of the
public sector;
to provide for annual reporting to the Parliament by
departments and public sector bodies.

The bill contains nine parts which I do not intend to
go through in detail, not only because the
honourable member for Box Hill has given the house
a clear explanation of their purposes and functions
but also because, with the possible exception of the
two points raised by the honourable member for
Sunshine, there appears to be bipartisan support for
the legislation.
The main themes of the Financial Management Bill
are improved accountability and improved
reporting in the public sector. TIlis bill provides the
mechanisms for the financial management of
government departments. Part 2 contains provisions
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similar to those in section 4 of the Public Account
Act but removes the outmoded and now irrelevant
need to balance the consolidated fund every year.
Part 3 covers the receipts, payments, banking and
investment of public moneys, and part 4 mirrors the
provisions of the Public Account Act which deal
with trust accounts and allow the investment of
moneys held in trust accounts.
Working accounts for departments and some
specific governmental operations within
departments can be established with the Treasurer's
consent. Part 5 provides for the annual statement of
financial operations that will replace the finance
statement. This will be a most important accounting
document audited, as one would expect, by the
Auditor-General. In the future an explanation of this
statement will more appropriately be given by the
minister responsible for the statement and no longer
by the Auditor-General.
Part 6 improves the arrangement for accountability
and reporting in the budget sector. New restricted
borrowings against future appropriations are
sensible, business-like measures that are welcomed,
as is the provision allowing departments to carry
forward unspent funds into the following financial
year. It was on this matter that the honourable
member for Sunshine made the second of his two
points. He admitted that it was a relatively minor
objection when he questioned the ability to borrow
against future appropriations, especially in an
election year.
Obviously there is skerrick of merit in that argument
because one can never legislate for or exhaustively
exclude by legislation the possibility of
misbehaviour or malpractice by ministers, cabinets
or governments. The great benefits that come from
flexible and sensible financial management far
outweigh the kind of paranoia that may be left over
as a result of the borrOwings against future
appropriations by the Labor government during the
1980s. Borrowings under this clause are
appropriately restricted and are perfectly adequate
for the purposes of protecting the taxpayer and the
community against malpractice.
Part 7 provides for an accountable officer for each
authority. It includes the need to maintain a formal
accounting system and other financial information.
Part 8 introduces further practical measures and part
9 provides for transitional and consequential
measures.
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The only other point made by the opposition that is
worth commenting on was made by the honourable
member for Sunshine about the desirability of
accrual accounting. I found his comments
appropriate and I sincerely hope the government
will continue to pursue that with increased vigour.
We will never have a truly meaningful and
accountable system until we have fully adopted
accrual accounting, including balance sheets and
financial statements that reflect all the benefits of
accrued finances. In the 19905 it is totally
inappropriate in a modem commercial world for
any economic entity, and certainly an entity as
important as the state of Victoria, to proceed any
longer without fully accurate, meaningful and useful
financial statements, and accrual accounting will be
a Significant step towards these goals.
Behind this broad and continuing package of
refonns being introduced by the government is the
recognition that Victoria must jump out of the
managerial stone age directly into the 21st century.
The goal for financial management in Victoria is to
achieve world best practice. Performances must at
least match those found in other states, the
Commonwealth of Australia and elsewhere in the
world. World best practice in simple terms means
not that we need to improve our current position
because that is merely a half step forward. If John
Konrads improved his time for the 1500 metres at
the 1956 Olympic Games - at the time it was a
world record - by two laps, in the 1992 Olympic
Games he would have been beaten by another two
laps by Kieren Perkins. It is not good enough just to
take small steps forward. We have to be able to
match the best practice in the world.
The Financial Management Bill is a significant leap
forward and translated into policy principles and
action it means that, among other things, there will
be fresh new emphasis on financial responsibility
and accountability in Victoria. The bill is a major
move forward in the government's reform program.
I am pleased to have the opportunity of giving it my
full support.
Mr SHEEHAN (Northcote) - I congratulate the
honourable member for Dromana on his criticism of
the Financial Management Bill because he directed
the attention of the house to some of its basic
shortcomings. One of the temptations of the
defeated politicians - a bit like former boxers - is
to seek either vindication or revenge. Far be it for me
to classify myself in either of those categories.
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1 found illuminating the third paragraph of the
Treasurer's second-reading speech, in which he said
that a number of reforms:
... were recommended by the Independent Review of
Victoria's Public Sector Finances and the report of the
Victorian Commission of Audit.

My eyes went to that line. Surely the Treasurer did
not mean the review 1 initiated as a member of the
former government? Surely that cannot be the
review that the now Treasurer said was clearly a
political exercise by which the former government
determined its terms of reference of what it could or
could not have access to and that would determine
only what I, as the then Treasurer, wanted to know?
Does this review form the basis of the Financial
Management Bill? It is the review about which a
Herald Sun headline said, 'Libs blast $300 000 state
audit'. Could this be the review that the now
Treasurer in July 1992 blasted as a fraud and a
ridiculous stunt? He stated:
Mr Sheehan is wasting his time and taxpayers' money.

The headline of an article in the Herald Sun of 10 July
1992 was, 'Financial review a stunt - Libs' and the
following day another headline was, 'A stunt jibe on
audit'. The then opposition leader, now the Premier,
claimed that the audit was timed for release during
the election campaign. Apparently Les Carlyon of
the Business Review Weekly made some comments. 1
am not sure what Les Carlyon knows about finances
but 1 suggest as a racing writer he should stick to
horses rather than finance.
The Age of 11 July 1992 carried the headline, 'Audit
plan is a fraud, says Kennett'. In the article the now
Treasurer confirmed that the author of the report,
Don Nicholls, had been approached by the then
opposition to undertake its foreshadowed audit
commission. Nevertheless he was prepared to court
a fraud. The Age, with its uncanny insight, said that
as a general rule of political prudence, governments
do not voluntarily set up an inquiry into their
administration without knowing what the answers
will be. However, it states:
Yet here is the Treasurer establishing an independent
audit of state finances to restore a measure of
credibility to the embattled government. Mr Sheehan
must be either very confident or rather reckless.

There we have it. Could that be the same
independent review of Victoria's public sector
finances that the Financial Management Bill is based
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upon? Perhaps it is. In considering the nine parts,
one sees an uncanny similarity between references
to the consolidated fund, the public account, the
trust fund, an annual statement of financial
operations, a series of budgetary reforms and
accountability and reporting mechanisms and the
material covered in this report, which was
supposedly a fraud, a con, a stunt, a waste of
$300 000 and the subject of political interference.
The members of the panel were John McIntosh, the
Chairman of McIntosh Securities Ltd; Mary Crooks,
the Chairperson of the Social Justice Consultative
Coundl; Michael McGinnis, a partner with Price
Waterhouse; Don Nicholls, AM, an independent
reviewer; and George Pappas, a director of the
Boston Consulting Group. What did they say about
political interference? It is worth reading the public
letter issued by the review panel, which says:
The review panel was required to assess the report of
the independent reviewer in its draft stages and
provide views on the reasonableness, adequacy and
accuracy of the report's findings. In so doing, the panel
was expected to be involved from the very start of the
exercise and to participate in such aspects as
determining the structure of the report, commenting on
agency questionnaires, meeting with selected agency
heads and relevant organisations, reading and
contributing comments on all drafting and providing
their own views on issues raised in the report.
In accordance with the terms of reference, the panel's
views have been taken into account by the reviewer in
the preparation of the report.

Those people cannot be described as members or
supporters of the Labor Party, because they were
appointed for their integrity and capacity to
contribute to the public debate. The letter continues:
The review panel believes the report fulfUs the
requirements of being an independent examination of
Victoria's public sector finances and has met the
demands of reasonableness, adequacy and accuracy.

What does the reviewer, Mr Don Nicholls, say? He
says:
In negotiating the terms of reference ...

Far from setting the terms of reference, the
government went to the reviewer and asked him
what he thought would be the appropriate terms of
reference. The reviewer stipulated that the:
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.. , review was to be free of political and bureaucratic
interference. It is confirmed -

I emphasise those words that no interference was experienced during the course
of the review and that government agencies cooperated
fully with the reviewer and the panel, despite the
demands on them for information at a very busy time
of the year.

The Financial Management Bill is based on a report
the coalition when in opposition described as a con
job, a stunt and a waste of money.
It is a shame that that was done, because not only

was the review established with the best intentions
but also it was meant to contribute to the
stabilisation of the Victorian economy and the
financial markets in this state. That it did not do that
at the time is a sad reflection on the opportunism of
the then shadow Treasurer and the present
government.
The political charges laid against the report are
damned. In accepting the report, the former
government, with me as Treasurer, noted that the
Nicholls report made some 97 recommendations.
The authors said essentially four things about
reporting and accounting in Victoria, as distinct
from the state of the finances. Firstly, that the then
government's financial reporting overall was
accurate, useful and compared well with the
financial disclosure of other states. Secondly, they
praised the then govenunent's reforms in financial
reporting and accounting over the past 10 years and
described it as a leader in the area. Thirdly, the
report confinned the accuracy of government
reporting on debt and other liabilities. Fourthly, the
review acknowledged the former government's
attempt to pass legislation further reforming
financial accountability.
In tenns of reporting on the accuracy and adequacy
of Victoria's financial information, the review stated
that the reporting and accounting processes were
pretty good. However, as the honourable member
for Dromana so rightly pointed out, Victoria is on a
continuum of reform and because things are good
now, or at a certain point in history, does not mean
the government should not take account of changes,
plan for them, accommodate them and be in a
continual state of change.

It was on that basis that the review made some
97 recommendations, 92 of which the then
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government accepted. 1hat is a matter of public
record. I support most of the provisions of the
Financial Management Bill because most of them are
based on the work of the independent review and
the Victorian Commission of Audit. However, the
problem is that the bill falls short because the key
recommendations relating to reporting and
accountability are omitted. The opportunity for
improved accoWltability has been missed.
The government had the opportunity to make a
quantum leap, as the honourable member for
Dromana said, in financial management in Victoria.
However, on matters relating to budget and debt
management, particularly the issues of accrual
accounting and what is broadly called
benchmarking or the debt ratio indicators which are
flagged in the Nicholls report, the government has
missed those opportunities. The Financial
Management Bill is a conservative or inadequate
reflection of the Nicholls report and the
recommendations of the Victorian Commission of
Audit. The bill falls far short of being adequate. I
would like the opportunity at another stage to go
over that in detail. There is an opportunity to do
something constructive, but the government is
neglecting it. I understand that other honourable
members wish to enter the fray, so I will stop now
and give them that opportunity.
It is ironic that the government, which has savaged

the report on which the recommendations were
based, has introduced a bill dealing with financial
management but has not gone as far as the review
recommended.
Mr COOPER (Mornington) - The Financial
Management Bill and the Financial Management
(Consequential Amendments) Bill are, as the
honourable member for Northcote said, part of a
continuum of refonn. It is part of the important
reform of what happened particularly in the latter
years of the Labor government that held office in
this state between 1982 and 1992.
Although the honourable member for Northcote
claimed credit in his contribution for some of the
actions he took when Treasurer of the state, while at
the same time acknowledging the role the Victorian
Commission of Audit played in that, he simply
glossed over some of the worst examples of the
financial mismanagement that occurred during his
time as Treasurer and when other members of the
Labor Party were Treasurers of Victoria.
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As we come to the dying stages of consideration of
the bills we need to remember that the
overwhelming reason for the legislation was in some
way addressed by the lead speaker for the
opposition, the honourable member for Sunshine,
when he spoke about some of the dangers that can
exist in financial management and falsely alleged
that the government is associated with what he
called sharpies and grifters. As you would be well
aware, Mr Speaker, nothing is further from the truth;
the government does not have such associations.
I refer to an article published in the Australian of
7 May last year following publication of the report of
the Victorian Commission of Audit. In regard to that
report the article states:
The short answer is because the Cain and Kimer Labor
governments, with the active assistance of the Victorian
Trades Hall Council and its public sector unions, so
debauched the state's finances and public services that
even with harsh policies it will take until early next
century to restore them to health ... It blew out
spending, failed to raise taxes to pay for it and went on
borrowing well beyond any prudent limit when
economic circumstances suggested it should have been
winding debt down.
The Kimer government was more than incompetent, it
was deceitful. The commission confinns the evidence of
other inquiries on this.
It routinely cooked the books with, in the words of the
commission,'a view to enabling it to report lower
levels of borrowings - to the loan council as wen as
the public - than would otherwise have been the case'.
This is the public sector equivalent of the private sector
behaviour that has led the shabby entrepreneurs of the
1980s into courts from Perth to Brisbane.

TIlat article by the economics editor of the
Australian, Alan Wood, was saying that the charge
levelled at the government by the honourable
member for Sunshine was simply transferring the
opposition's level of perfonnance and its standards
of morals and financial management over to this
side of the house. Opposition members judge others
by their own low standards. That is what the
honourable member for Sunshine was saying today.
If opposition members do not like the Australian,
perhaps they will accept their own paper, the Age. In
its editorial of the same day, 7 May 1993, the Age
states:
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The commission does not accuse the Labor government
of illegality, but it does say that it exploited accounting
techniques to mislead the public over its borrowings,
and to make its accounts look healthier (or at least less
\U\healthy) than they were.

That is confirmation by the editor of the Age of the
statements made by the economics editor of the
Australian.
I was fascinated with the contribution of the
honourable member for Sunshine. As you would be
aware, Mr Speaker, I sat through the entire
contribution of both the honourable members for
Sunshine and Werribee. The honourable member for
Sunshine stated that although there were faults in
the financial administration of the Labor
government, if only cabinet had listened to him
everything would have been all right. He said he
was the only sane voice in cabinet, the only one to
try to get some commonsense into controlling
expenditure.
I am sure the honourable member for Northcote, the
honourable member for Coburg, in his remaining 24
hours in this place, and Mr Rob Jolly, a former
Treasurer whose absence is not lamented, would
also be fascinated by the statement of the
honourable member for Sunshine.
His remarks show not only arrogance but also that
cabinet confidentiality is nothing so far as the
honourable member is concerned - he is prepared
to let it all come out! Leading for his party on the
Financial Management Bill he told the house that he
was the only sane person in the Labor Party when it
was in government so far as economic management
was concerned. The contribution by the honourable
member for Sunshine raises grave doubts about who
was in charge in the madhouse when Labor was in
government, but seems to indicate that one of the
chief lunatics may well have been aspiring to that
position.
The opposition has informed the house that it
opposes the bills. That is not surprising, considering
that the bills deal with bringing accountability in
financial management not just to Parliament but also
to the people of Victoria. As the honourable member
for Northcote so rightly said, it is part of the
continuum of reform in public financial
management and accountability, for which he claims
some credit. He is obviously on the outer - we
know he has been on the outer for a long time but he
is obviously even more on the outer now - because
although he has said there is a lot to commend the
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bills, the opposition will oppose them because of a
rumour the honourabie member for Sunshine has
heard about the Governor.
What kind of wanky opposition do we have in this
state? We have an opposition that is prepared to
oppose a bill that will reform public accountability
and make the current and future governments more
accountable to Parliament and to the people of the
state. That tells the public of Victoria that we have
an incompetent opposition that is out Simply to
oppose for the sake of opposition, although it will
probably be no surprise to the people of Victoria that
the opposition has made the decision it has.
I have much more to say on the bill but I understand
that economic geniuses from the opposition, such as
the honourable members for Keilor and Springvale,
wish to make contributions. In conclusion, if the
opposition wishes to have credibility with Victorians
it should reconsider its pOSition on this bill. To
blindly oppose legislation which is essential and
which has been commended by an ex-Treasurer, the
honourable member for Northcote, is simply saying
to the people of Victoria that the opposition is
irrelevant to major political debates in this state.
The opposition is telling the people of Victoria that it
is completely irrelevant and has no place in
mainstream political debate. That is sad because
good government deserves good opposition.
Fortunately this good government will remain a
good government, despite the paucity of talent on
the opposition benches.
Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer) - I thank
honourable members for their contributions to the
debate which has been of high quality despite the
fervour with which some of the arguments have
been presented and despite the fact that, although
there has been bipartisan support across Parliament,
the opposition opposes the substantive principle
that underpins one of the bills in the cognate debate
and a number of its specific provisions. To some
extent, there has been bipartisan criticism, more
about what is not in the bill than about what is in it.
It is important for the community to recognise the
high degree of consensus about the nature of the
agenda for budget and financial management
reform and, in particular, for the maintenance of
accountability of the executive government to
Parliament via mechanisms such as the annual
appropriation process and the role of the
Auditor-General.
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Firstly, I wish to comment on some factual matters. I
was not able to be present during the address of the
honourable member for Sunshine about the input of
the Governor in relation to the prOvisions dealing
with warrants. However, I understand he put
forward material that is both unfair to the Governor
and unfair to me as well as being factually
inaccurate.
I do not wish to comment on discussions I had with
the Governor, which were in association with, if not
at, meetings of the Executive Council. However, it is
important to say that at no stage has the Governor
behaved with anything other than the utmost
propriety, dignity and courtesy. Anyone who knows
the Governor would find alien the suggestion that
he had actually summoned a minister to
Government House to read the riot act. But that was
the connotation conveyed by the honourable
member for Sunshine, and that is an unfair reflection
on the Governor. It certainly did not happen, and
the general tenor of what I understand him to have
said is certainly not true.
Indeed, in relation to the warrant issue I have never
regarded it as a matter of particular significance
either way. I certainly did not have a firm view
about it and I have never had a serious
disagreement, or indeed any disagreement, with the
Governor about that subject. Substantive issues had
been raised by the public servants working on the
bill that, given modem parliamentary and
management practice, the warrant procedure is an
anachronism. It does not impose the real
accountability on the executive government.
Last year I signed a warrant for, from memory,
$13 billion. It was a single warrant, and any
suggestion that that procedure imposes
accountability on the Parliament or, indeed, on
anybody else in the executive government simply
flies in the face of reality.
Also raised was a concern of the Auditor-General
that the procedure as it stood -and as it stands in
the legislation - requires the Auditor-General to
countersign the warrant and then to report on the
finance statement and various other financial
documents. As I understand it, auditors generally,
not just the Auditor-General, take the view that it is
certainly open to doubt whether it is wise to have
them participating in the executive process and then
auditing that performance.
As I said, I do not have a strong view about that, and
nor does the government. It is a fact that the
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Governor suggested that in his view it was an
important accoWltability mechanism that he wished
to see preserved. As the legislation reveals, the
government accepted that point of view; it did not
result in any conflict. I am sure that if the Governor
were in a position to respond he would also make
the point that the suggestion that there was any
conflict between the government and the Governor
is simply incorrect.
There is no doubt that the Governor regards it as an
important issue. I do not share his enthusiasm for it
as a means of accoWltability but, as the bill reflects,
the government readily accepted the view he put
forward.
The government is prepared to consider the matters
raised during the debate about the annual finance
statement, which it considers to be an important
document of accountability. Honourable members
said it is a convenient form for the presentation of
comprehensive information showing actual
performance against budgeted performance. The
government will certainly examine its content in that
light. It is keen to preserve appropriate
accoWltability to Parliament.
The government has supported the adoption and
development of accrual accoWlting. It has taken
initiatives towards the gradual implementation of
measures that will lead to a more accurate reflection
of accrued expenses in the accounts of departments
and in budget documents. As was previously
annoWlced the government is in the process of
implementing further reforms that will represent
substantial steps towards the implementation of
accrual accounting. We share the opposition's
support for accrual accoWlting. My view is that
some conceptual issues concerning valuation of
assets remain unresolved by the accounting
profession to date which have prevented the
government moving as speedily as some would like
towards accrual accounting. However, the
government is strongly supportive of the view that,
firstly, the accounts of departments and the budget
documents should be as dose as practicable to the
standards of the private sector, and secondly, that
they should provide useful management
information and actually reflect the expenses
accrued in the course of delivering programs. That
interrelates with the movement towards more
output-orientated budgeting, particularly implicit or
given expression in Budget Paper No. 4.
Issues were raised about the describing of programs
being covered by funds appropriated to Parliament
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for the purposes of the act. Some debate took place
about whether the wording should be changed to
'funds available'. That, of course, reflects the
different dynamics of global budgeting. I
understood that the opposition supported the
introduction of global budgeting provided the code
had appropriate accountability mechanisms.
I do not think any dispassionate reader could fail to
agree that the last set of budget papers gave detailed
information that was much more useful to
Parliament and the people who follow the
performance of government than had ever been
provided before. In particular, the combining of
actual planned expenditures, the heads of
appropriation and other funding mechanisms had
never been provided in anything like the same form.
That reflected not just a change in budget
presentation but a manifestation in the budget
documents of the government's management
philosophy, which is -within overall financial
parameters - to devolve to managers in the public
sector, particularly in the budget sector, a greater
degree of flexibility and control but to hold them
accountable against measures that actually relate to
what the community derives from their operationthat is, their outputs rather than their inputs.
We have moved on a number of fronts to give
managers more authority and control over
resources, but to hold them accountable not just to
the executive government but to Parliament through
the enhanced role, for example, of the
Auditor-General. A good degree of bipartisan
support' exists for that measure. It is important to
recognise that that is the source of the change.
Provisions that refer to funds appropriated for the
purposes of particular acts are clearly anachronistic
when we have moved to global budgeting because
the funds are no longer appropriated for the
purposes of particular acts. That does not mean,
however, that the department is freed from
operating within the constraints of its statutory
responsibilities as well as within the constraints of
its budget.
I understand the concern of honourable members
about what appears to be a Significant change, but I
view it simply as a means of reflecting in the various
acts the dynamics of global budgeting. There has
been strong support for that concept.
A question was also raised about the disclosure of
the consolidated fund's deficit or surplus outcome.
The government has not totally finalised its
consideration of the format of the finance statement,
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but I envisage that the finance statement will clearly
reveal the deficit, surplus or balance outcome of the
consolidated fund.
The honourable member for SWlShine also
expressed concern - I do not think he used the
expression 'slush fund' - about the breadth of the
provision for borrowing forward against future
appropriations. This matter has exercised the
government's mind considerably. In opposition the
coalition was concerned about the potential abuse of
such a provision, particularly in election years, and
expressed those reservations when similar
provisions were proposed by the former Labor
government in its last year in office. I believe there is
some force in the argument mounted by the
honourable member for Sunshine. The government
will monitor how the provisions work over the next
year or so. The experience so far of allowing
departments to carry forward the unexpended
portion of their budget appropriations has proved
successful. I have already advised the house that in
the space of just a few weeks departments that were
telling the government they would be unable to
meet their budget targets were suddenly making
applications to carry forward unexpended amounts.
The change of culture has been almost
instantaneous. I suspect we may well have more
subtlety exhibited in the use of entitlements to
borrow against forward appropriations, and I look
forward to seeing how the provision works.
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(Consequential Amendments) Bill, the primary
concerns raised about the Financial Management Bill
will not prevent it from passing with the support of
all parties.
The SPEAKER - Order! The resolution of the
house has instructed the Chair that debate on these
bills be dealt with concurrently. Certain members
have said they would be prepared to support one
bill and not the other. To accommodate them I will
put the second readings separately.
I shall deal with the Financial Management Bill first.
The question is:
That this bill be now read a second time.

Motion agreed to.
Read second time.
The SPEAKER - Order! I shall now deal with
the Financial Management (Consequential
Amendments) Bill. The question is:
That this bill be now read a second time.

Motion agreed to.
Read second time.
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The government is sensitive to the points made by
the opposition in debate. It is keen to monitor the
position and listen to opposition comments in future
debates on amending bills. The government will
have time to consider the matter before it becomes
relevant in the context of an election year. I agree
with the honourable member that we should
examine the issue. Given the reaction of public
sector managers so far we may find that the
provision will not be abused but will be used in the
spirit in which it has been included as one of the
government's financial reforms.
This has been a useful debate. The government has
apprecia ted the high degree of consensus obtained
for the general thrust of the reforms. The criticism
offered by some honourable members about the
detail of reforms should not overshadow the
legitimate arguments raised by members on both
sides of the house. I am delighted with the high
degree of bipartisan support for the reforms, even
though there are reservations about some matters of
detail. Although some incidental matters were
raised about the Financial Management

Committed.

Committee
Clauses 1 and 2 agreed to.
Clause 3
Mr STOCK DALE (Treasurer) - I move:
1.

Clause 3, line 10, after "authority" insert "or public
body".

2.

Clause 3, line 11, after "authority" insert "or public
body".

3.

Clause 3, lines 21 to 33, omit the definition of
"authority" and insert ""authority" means (a) a department; or
(b) a person or body prescribed as an authority for

the purposes of this Act;".
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4.

Clause 3, page 3, line 2, after "authority" insert "or
public body".

5.

Clause 3, page 3, line 20, omit ", in Part 7,".

6.

Clause 3, page 3, after line 20 insert "(a) a public statutory authority;
(b) a State business corporation within the meaning

of the State Owned Enterprises Ad 1992;".
7.

Clause 3, page 3, line 21, omit "(a)" and insert "(c)".

S.

Clause 3, page 3, line 2S, omit "that Part" and insert
''Part 7'.

9.

Clause 3, page 3, line 30, omit "(b)" and insert "(d)".
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Amendment agreed to; amended clause agreed to;
clauses 17 to 22 agreed to.
Clause 23
Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer) - I move:
16. Clause 23, page 11, line 17, after "authority" insert
"or public body".

Amendment agreed to; amended clause agreed to;
clause 24 agreed to.

Clause 25

10. Clause 3, page 3, line 32, omit "(a)" and insert "(c)".

Amendments agreed to; amended clause agreed to;
clauses 4 and 5 agreed to.
Clause 6
Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer) - I move:
11. Clause 6, line 12, before "The" insert "Unless
inconsistent with another Act,".

Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer) - I move:
17. Clause 25, line 34, omit ''Bank''.

Amendment agreed to; amended clause agreed to;
clauses 26 to 30 agreed to.
Clause 31
Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer) - I move:

Amendment agreed to; amended clause agreed to;
clause 7 agreed to.

18. Clause 31, line 18, after ''Parliament'' insert "or of the
Parliament".

Clause 8

19. Clause 31, line 22, after ''Parliament'' insert "or of the
Parliament".

Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer) - I move:

Amendments agreed to; amended clause agreed to.

12. Clause 8, line 25, after "authority" insert "or public
body".

Clause 32

Amendment agreed to; amended clause agreed to;
clauses 9 to 13 agreed to.
Clause 14
Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer) - I move:
13. Clause 14, line 26, omit "Bank".

Amendment agreed to; amended clause agreed to.
Clause 15
Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer) - I move:
14. Clause IS, page S, line 5, omit ''Bank''.

Amendment agreed to; amended clause agreed to.
Clause 16
Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer) - I move:
15. Clause 16, line 13, omit ''Bank''.

Mr STOCK DALE (Treasurer) - I move:
20. Clause 32, line 15, after "authority" insert ", a House
of the Parliament or the Parliament".
21. Clause 32, line 22, after "authority" insert It, the
House or the Parliament, as the case requires,".
22. Clause 32, line 26, after "authority" insert ", the
House of the Parliament or the Parliament".
23. Clause 32, lines 31 and 32, omit "the Consolidated
Fund is, to the necessary extent, appropriated" and
insert "the amount appropriated for the services of
the authority, the House of the Parliament or the
Parliament, as the case requires, in the next
financial year is deemed to have been increased".

Amendments agreed to; amended clause agreed to;
clauses 33 to 41 agreed to.
Clause 42
Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer) - I move:
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24. Clause 42, line 19, omit "authority" and insert
"department and public body".

Amendment agreed to; amended clause agreed to.
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36. Clause 49, page 26, line 6, after "officer" insert "fOf
the department or public body".

Amendments agreed to; amended clause agreed to;
clauses 50 to 51 agreed to.

Clause 43
Oause52

Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer) - I move:
25. Clause 43, line 27, omit "an authority" and insert "a
department or public body".
26. Clause 43, line 29, omit "authority" and insert
"department or public body".

Amendments agreed to; amended clause agreed to.

Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer) - I move:
37. Clause 52, line 20, omit "an authority" and insert "a
public body".
38. Clause 52, line 22, omit "authority" and insert
"public body".
39. Clause 52, line 24, omit "1993" and insert "1994".

Clause 44
Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer) - I move:
27. Clause 44, line 7, omit "an authority" and insert "a
department or public body".
28. Clause 44, line 9, omit "authority" and insert
"department or public body".
29. Clause 44, line 11, omit "authority" and insert
"department or public body".

Amendments agreed to; amended clause agreed to.
Clause 45
Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer) - I move:
30. Clause 45, line 18, omit "of" and insert "for".
31. Clause 45, line 23, omit "of" and insert "for".
32. Clause 45, line 31, omit "of" and insert "for".

Amendments agreed to; amended clause agreed to;
clause 46 agreed to.

40. Clause 52, line 28, omit "an authority to prepared"
and insert "a public body to prepare".
41. Clause 52, line 30, omit "authority" and insert
"public body".

Amendments agreed to; amended clause agreed to.
Clause 53
42. Clause 53, line 3, omit "authorities" and insert
"public bodies".
43. Clause 53, line 4, omit "authorities" and insert
"public bodies".
44. Oause 53, line 10, omit "authorities" and insert
"public bodies".
45. Clause 53, line 13, omit "authorities" and insert
"public bodies".

Amendments agreed to; amended clause agreed to.
Clause 54
Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer) - I move:

Clause 47
Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer) - I move:
33. Clause 47, line 12, omit "of" and insert "for".

Amendment agreed to; amended clause agreed to;
clause 48 agreed to.

46. Clause 54, line 18, omit "an authority" and insert "a
public body to keep or prepare accounts, or
arrange the audit of accounts or".

Amendments agreed to; amended clause agreed to;
clauses 55 to 58 agreed to.
Clause 59

Clause 49
Mr STOCK DALE (Treasurer) - I move:
Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer) - I move:

47. Clause 59, after line 27, insert-

34. Clause 49, page 26, line 2, omit "authority" and
insert "department or public body".

()

standards and controls for computerised
accounting systems;

35. Clause 49, page 26, line 5, omit "authority" and
insert "department or public body".

()

the custody and disposal or writing off of assets
other than money and the recording of and
accounting for those assets;".
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48. Clause 59, line 35, after "purchase" insert "or
supply".

7.
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Schedule 2, page 16, after item 53 insert -

"DD.

49. Clause 59, line 36, after "State" (where first
occurring) insert ", works and services".

Amendments agreed to; amended clause agreed to;
clauses 60 to 66 agreed to; schedules 1 and 2 agreed
to.

8.

Schedule 2, page 17, after item 58 insert-

Sections 22A, 22B and 22C are repealed.".
9.

FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT
(CONSEQUENTIAL AMENDMENTS)
BILL

Optometrists Registration Act 1958

"EE.

Reported to house with amendments.
Passed remaining stages.

Mmtal Health Act 1986

Sections 135, 136, 137, 138 and 139 are
repealed." .

Schedule 2, page 17, after item 59 insert-

'"H.

Physiotherapists Act 1978
Sections 22, 22A and 22B are repealed.".

10. Schedule 2, page 18, after item 71 insert-

"GG.

Committed.

Small Business Development Corporation
Act 1976

Sections 18 and 19 are repealed ....

Committee

11. Schedule 2, page 18, after item 73 insert-

Clauses 1 to 4 agreed to.

"HH.

Schedule 1

Section 81 is repealed ....

Mr STOCKDALE (freasurer) - I move:
1.

Schedule 1, page 5, after item 12 insert-

12. Schedule 2, page 20, after item 90 insert '11.

In section 5(6), omit "out of moneys
appropriated by Parliament".".
2.

Schedule 1, page 6, item 22, omit "appropriated"
and insert "made available".

3.

Schedule 1, page 7, after item 29 insert -

Amendments agreed to; amended schedule agreed
to.
Reported to house with amendments.
Report adopted.

Third reading

Frimdly Societies Act 1986

In section 113, sub-section (1) is repealed ....
4.

Urban LAnd Authority Act 1979
Section 13 is repealed ....

"l3. Consumn- Affairs Act 1972

"AA.

State Electricity Commission Act 1958

Mr STOCKDALE (freasurer) - I move:

Schedule 1, page 9, after item 49 insert-

USB.

State Electricity Commission Act 1958

Section 80 is repealed.".

Amendments agreed to; amended schedule agreed
to.
Schedule 2

Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer) - I move:
5.

Schedule 2, page 14, item 29.2, after "Sections" insert
"491<,".

6.

Schedule 2, page 14, after item 29 insert-

"Cc.

Estate Agents Act 1980

Section 98 is repealed ....

That this bill be now read a third time.

House divided on motion:
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Mr BAKER (Sunshine) - The bill is a
housekeeping matter relating to the sale of the State
Insurance Office and the obvious need to
reduce--

Mr Leigh interjected.
Mr BAKER - LOok, if you keep going I will
speak for half an hour!

The SPEAKER - Order!
Mr Leigh interjected.

Mr BAKER - Are you going to keep going, or
are you going to be quiet?
The SPEAKER -Order! The honourable
member for Mordialloc is interjecting from out of his
place.
Mr BAKER - Everybody knows what the
honourable member for Mordialloc is. Mindful of
the agreement made with the Leader of the House it
would be mischievous to debate the bill at any great
length unless I was greatly aroused, which I am not.
The opposition supports the bill.

Motion agreed to.
Read second time.
Ordered to be commiHed later this day.

Motion agreed to.

Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer) - I move:

Read third time.

That it be an instruction to the committee that they
have power to consider amendments and new clauses
to provide for the inclusion of amendments to the State
Insurance Office (Sale) Act 1991 relating to the
resignation from the public service of certain persons
employed in an acquired business within the meaning
of that act.

Passed remaining stages.
The SPEAKER - Order! The time appointed
under sessional orders for me to interrupt the
business of the house has now arrived.
Sitting continued on motion of Mr GUDE
(Minister for Industry and Employment).

STATE INSURANCE OFFICE
(AMENDMENT) BILL
Second reading
Debate resumed from 10 March; motion of
Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer).

Mr BAKER (Sunshine) - The opposition
supports the motion. It is another indication of
sloppy administration and legislation in the
Department of Finance, which has a poor record in
such matters.

Motion agreed to.
Committed.

STATE INSURANCE OFFICE (AMENDMENT) BILL

ASSEMBLY

756

Committee

(a) that person is entitled to make an election
("the second election'') under section 46 of
the State Superannuation Act 1988 (in the
case of a revised scheme member) or
section 58 of that Act (in the case of a new
scheme member) within 1 month after the
commencement of section 10 of the State
Insurance Office (Amendment) Act 1994;
and

Clause 1
Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer) - I move:
1.

Clause 1, line 4, after "1984" insert" and the State
Insurance Office (Sale) Act 1991".

Amendment agreed to; amended clause agreed to;
clauses 2 to 8 agreed to.

(b) any amount of cash benefit payable to the

person under the second election must be
reduced by the amount of cash benefit
received by the person under the first
election.

New clauses
Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer) - I move:
Insert the following new clauses to follow clause 8-

"AA.

(4) If a person to whom sub-section (1) applies had
made an election under section 69(4) of the

Amendment of State InsuTance Office
(Sale) Act 1991

State Superannuation Act 1988 as in force
immediately before the enactment of the
Public Sector Superannuation
(Administration) Act 1993 to be entitled to a
deferred retirement benefit -

In section 10(11) of the State Insurance Office
(Sale) Act 1991 after"In this section" insert
"and section lOA".
BB.
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New section lOA inserted

"10A. Resignation of continuing staff member

(a) section 69(5) of the State Superannuation
Act 1988 as in force immediately before
the commencement of section 10 of the
State Insurance Office (Amendment) Act
1994 applies to that person; and

(1) If a person, being a continuing staff member

(b) that person is entitled to make an election

After section 10 of the State Insurance Office
(Sale) Act 1991 insert -

employed in an acquired business, makes an
election under section 10(5) (whether before or
after the commencement of section 10 of the
State Insurance Office (Amendment) Act
1994), the person(a) resigns as an officer of the public service;
and
(b) resigns as an officer for the purposes of the

State Superannuation Act 1988; and
(c) ceases to be a continuing staff memberon the making of that election.
(2) For the purposes of sub-section (1) an election
by a continuing staff member that section 10
not apply to that member is deemed to be an
election under section 10 (5).
(3) If a person to whom sub-section (1) applies had
made an election ("the first election'') under
section 69(4) of the State Superannuation Act
1988 as in force immediately before the
enactment of the Public Sector
Superannuation (Administration) Act 1993 to
be entitled to a cash benefit equal to a refund
of contributions and interest at the prescribed
rate-

under section 69(5) within 1 month after
that commencement.
(5) This section applies despite anything to the

contrary in any other Act or instrument. ...
3.

long title, after ''1984'' insert "and the State
Insurance Office (Sale) Act 1991."

Every now and then, even inside the dome of the
chamber of the Victorian Legislative Assembly,
manna drips from heaven. This is one of those
occasions because the honourable member for
Sunshine has just delivered a round-arm, swingeing
condemnation of the administration which resulted
in the need for this amendment. No doubt he
thought he was delivering a fatal body blow to the
Minister for Finance. Unfortunately he is dealing
body blows to former Labor Treasurers and finance
ministers because this amendment corrects an
oversight - it would not be going too far to say an
error - in the drafting of the bill that resulted in the
act produced by the former Labor government.
The way the bill was drafted in the days of the tabor
govenunent left some doubt about whether people
who were public servants who transferred to take
up employment with the Government Insurance
Office (GIO) were subsequently entitled to receive
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resignation benefits when they resigned their
employment in the Victorian Public Service with
certain rights that were conferred on a continuing
basis by the statute.
Since that time members of the GIO staff wishing to
make their transfers permanent have elected to defer
benefits under the superannuation scheme, while
others have sought to resign and take resignation
benefits. On the basis of legal advice the State
Superannuation Board has argued that it is not
lawfully entitled to allow resignation benefits to
persons in that position because they have
continuing rights in relation to their previous public
service employment.
The amendments make it clear that a member who
notifies the public service that he or she is giving up
the continuing rights is entitled to resignation
benefits effective from that date. Because that might
work some injustice against people who, having
been advised that they could not obtain resignation
benefits, have elected to take deferred benefits, when
proclaimed the bill will give those persons the right
to elect to take resignation benefits in place of the
deferred benefits they earlier elected to take.
I do not want to make too much of this, but we
cannot allow the moment to pass without endorsing
the sentim.ents underlying the comments made by
the honourable member for Sunshine. TItis is
another example of the government having had to
mop up after the incompetence so accurately
described.

New clauses agreed to.
Long title
Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer) - ! move:
3.

Long title, after "1984" insert "and the State Insurance
Office (Sale) Act 1991."

Amendment agreed to; amended long title agreed
to.
Reported to house with amendments, including
amended long title.
Passed remaining stages.

ADJOURNMENT
Mr GUDE (Minister for Industry and
Employment) - I move:
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That the house do now adjourn.

OS and C Developments Pty Ltd
Mr LEIGHTON (Preston) - I ask the Minister
for Industry and Employment to raise with the
Minister for Housing in another place the failed firm
of OS and C Developments Pty Ltd and the projects
it registered under the Housing Guarantee Fund. I
should like the minister to clarify whether the
Department of Planning and Development notified
the Housing Guarantee Fund of a claim on those
projects and whether a solicitor, Mr John Hoban,
asked for information about the lodging of the claim
with the Housing Guarantee Fund.
Acting on behalf of one of the subcontractors
affected by the collapse of OS and C Developments
Pty Ltd, Mr Hoban lodged freedom of information
claims on 1 December 1992 and 20 September 1993.
Last week in this place I said that an FOI request did
not reveal any evidence of a claim. The Minister for
Housing responded yesterday by saying that the
solicitor, Mr Hoban, either forgot or chose not to ask
for information on those claims. I refer the house to a
freedom of iplormation claim lodged by the solicitor
on 20 September 1993, which states in part:
(3) All correspondence and contracts concerning the
Housing Guarantee Fund Ltd relating to the
developments.

I have a variety of correspondence confirming that

the department received the FOI request from the
solicitor. The department has confirmed that he
asked for all correspondence relating to the Housing
Guarantee Fund. That is not consistent with the
minister's statement in another place that the
solicitor did not or chose not to ask for that
informa tion. I therefore call on the minister to
acknowledge that on 29 March he misled the
Legislative Council, stating that no request had been
made by the solicitor.
As I have outlined, the solicitor asked for the
documentation. I have a copy of his freedom of
information request and a copy of correspondence
from the department. I call on the minister to
acknowledge that he misled the Legislative Council
because it is clear in my mind that he did.

Rochester and Elmore District Health
Service
Mr MAUGHAN (Rodney) -1 direct to the
attention of the Minister for Health the need for
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additional nursing home beds for the Rochester and
Elmore District Health Service. I visited the hospital
recently and met the chief executive officer,
Mr Dennis Boyd, and the director of nursing, Jill
Dunbar, both of whom expressed their absolute
satisfaction with case-mix funding. They said the
hospital has benefited from case-mix funding and
explained to me how staff numbers have been
reduced from 70 to 42. Although staff members are
working remarkably hard, they are very satisfied
and enjoy high morale - and the efficiency of that
hospital has increased dramatically.
I pay tribute not only to the chief executive officer
but also to the board of that hospital for being
pro-active and innovative in taking action to enable
the hospital to benefit from case-mix funding.
Additional equipment has been provided for the
operating theatre, and the hospital has been able to
attract visiting specialists from other areas. The
throughput of that hospital has increased to the
extent that the year-to-date percentage increase on
target is a massive 19.4 per cent.
The Rochester and Elmore District Health Service
has a well-equipped hospital in Rochester, an
excellent aged care hostel and an excellent nursing
home, but it wants to improve the services it offers
by expanding its nursing home. Currently there are
16 nursing home beds, which the hospital wants to
increase to 30 so that it can benefit from care
aggregated module-standard aggregated module
(CAM-SAM) funding while using the existing 16
nursing home beds for acute care.
As I have already said, the hospital has performed
very well. I ask the Minister for Health, together
with the Minister for Aged Care, to use their
influence to obtain additional nursing home beds for
the Rochester and Elmore District Health Service so
that it has the 30 nursing home beds it requires to
operate efficiently and to gain the maximum benefit
from CAM-SAM funding.

Mill Park Secondary College
Mr ANDRIANOPOULOS (Mill Park) - I raise
for the attention of the Minister for Education the
senior campus of the Mill Park Secondary College.
The college took students for the first time in 1992,
and in that year 187 students were enrolled. In 1993
the figure jumped to 419 and in 1994 the college has
749 students. One does not have to be a master
mathematician to work out that on the present
growth rate that is occurring in Mill Park the
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projected figure for the school will be 1755 students
by 1996-97.

It is imperative for the government to reach a
decision about the senior campus that is being
proposed for the college. The current site is clearly
not going to be adequate to cater for the number of
students predicted for the 1996 year, and unless
planning to get the senior campus operational is not
commenced now, by the year 1996 the college will
have a jungle of portable classrooms on the existing
site, making quality education totally unachievable
and the housing of so many students on the site
totally impossible.
The school has taken this matter up with the
Directorate of School Education, and the Mill Park
Secondary College Parents Association believes that
a decision is due on this matter as it has been before
the directorate for the past four months. At this stage
the only advice that has been received is that the
case for a senior campus at Mill Park Secondary
College is under active consideration. That is not
good enough. The Minister for Education must be
made to account for this project and must satisfy the
Mill Park school community as to when planning for
the secondary college campus - -

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr ANDRIANOPOULOS - Or is the minister
reconsidering the whole question of a senior campus
a t this college?
The SPEAKER - Order! The honourable
member's time has expired.

Westmeadows Primary School
Mr FINN (Tullamarine) - I raise with the
Minister for Education the urgent need of the
Westmeadows Primary School for a gymnasium or
multipurpose room. The population of
Westmeadows is expanding rapidly, and the needs
of young people are uppermost in my mind.
The physical education and sports skills programs
offered at the school form a very large part of the
curriculum, but such programs are restricted during
periods of inclement weather, particularly in the
winter months and to a lesser extent on days of hot,
dry, northerly winds. The school is in an area where
there is very little shelter and, keeping in mind the
proximity of Tullamarine airport, it is in a high wind
zone.
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At Westmeadows Primary School all children
receive physical education lessons from two
experienced senior staff. The school has a history of
commitment to physical education and the
development of sport skills in young people. The
school staff have often accepted extra workloads in
the form of official roles in the local district sports
association, and parents assist greatly by
contributing their time and efforts to the sports
programs.
The lack of a gymnasium was the deciding factor in
the school not forwarding an expression of interest
in the pilot schools program in physical education.
The provision of an appropriate gymnaSium at
Westmeadows Primary School would clearly extend
and further enhance every child's opportunity and
access to a quality physical education program.

second-class school because it is not a school of the
future.
The Churchill North Primary School has given me
examples of discrimination, including the loss of a
staff member. The student enrolment of 181 entitles
that school to 8.6 staff. One teacher went to a school
of the future which had only 168 enrolments,
creating a teaching complement at the school of 9.4.
The school about which I am concerned has applied
for an updated classification in accordance with
information from the Directorate of School
Education, but the school has been told it cannot be
given the update. One of the greatest insults was
when the school asked for equipment As reported
in a letter to me, the regional office asked:
Are you a school of the future?

A gymnasium would provide after-school activity
for the pupils. The excellent principal of
Westmeadows Primary School, Mr Anton Mahoney,
has spoken to me at length about the gymnaSium
which the school needs and which the school council
has been working towards for many years.
One cannot help but think that after 10 years of
Labor government in an area it once regarded as its
own - although I hasten to add it will never get it
back again .- the former government turned its back
on its own people. No wonder people regard the
Labor Party with contempt! Certainly no-one would
be surprised that the Labor Party did not deliver.
I ask the government to give this matter its urgent
attention. I hope the school can celebrate its 125th
anniversary next year with the opening of this
excellent project

Churchill North Primary School
Mr HAMILTON (Morwell) - I direct a serious
matter of great concern to the attention of the
Minister for Education. Having heard the
honourable member for Ripon wax lyrical this
morning about the Schools of the Future program, I
raise a question concerning a real school in my
community - a non-school of the future - that is,
Churchill North Primary School.

The president of the school council has written to me
indicating the concern of the school for the children
who are just as precious and whose education is just
as precious as those who attend schools of the
future. Indeed, the school claims it is being
discriminated against and is becoming a

When representatives of Churchill North said no,
the regional office replied:
Sort it out yourselves, we are too busy helping schools
of the future.

Complaints have also been made because Churchill
North has a very good record with its Japanese
volunteer teacher and a Japanese class but it receives
no allowance for the program. The school has had
doubts about the future of its reading recovery
programs and other special programs that it was
able to deliver before it became a non-school of the
future.
The school did not qualify as a school of the future
for legitimate reasons, one being the
non-appointment of a principal due to staff taking
leave and retiring. The school council is upset that
the children at the school are being discriminated
against simply because the school is not a school of
the future. I hope the minister takes the matter
seriously.
The SPEAKER - Order! The honourable
member's time has expired.

Kent Park Primary School
Mr LUPTON (Knox) - I direct to the attention of
the Minister for Education the Kent Park Primary
School located in the Knox electorate. This school is
20 years old and since it was first constructed it has
had no maintenance of any permanent nature. It still
bears the original paintwork. The downpipes are
rusted through and the window frames are rotting.
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That is of concern to the school community which
has been very good in providing facilities at the
school and in bringing maintenance up to some sort
of acceptable standard. It appears that the former
government discriminated against the school
because the parents had been so willing to maintain
it to an acceptable standard for their children.
The parents and teachers are very proud of the
school and have taken a great deal of trouble to
beautify the surrounding area. The school has
received a number of local awards for its gardens.
The school cleaner works beyond his conditions. He
keeps the school in immaculate condition and does
ongoing maintenance. Next year the school will be
21 years of age, but it has not had a second coat of
paint. It is deplorable that a school that is dedicated
to parents, teachers and support for students is in
this position. I ask that the minister consider the
school's position. During the past decade the outer
east has been neglected. Some sort of permanent
maintenance should be provided over the next year
as part of the capital works, which will improve the
school and make the school council and parents
happy.
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scheme will not be able to continue to make
contributions to those schemes. What arrangements
have been made to cover contributors to those
schemes? When the LASB was approached about a
future superannuation scheme, it was found that
options were available and that amendment to
various acts would allow continued coverage of
employees of the new authorities or, alternatively, a
new superannuation fund could be created at the
minister's discretion. Those who raise this important
matter are most concerned to discover the
government's intention.

RMIT work experience
Mr McARTHUR (Monbulk) - I direct to the
attention of the Minister for Health the concerns of
30 students enrolled in a course at the Royal
Melbourne Institute of Technology to complete a
Bachelor of Applied Science in medical laboratory
science. One of the requirements for the successful
completion of the course is that students must
undertake a significant period of work experience in
a laboratory. In the past arrangements have been
made with hospitals, reference laboratories,
veterinary laboratories and the Commonwealth
Serum LaboratoriE' .

Municipal electrical undertakings
Mr THOMSON (pascoe Vale) - I direct to the
attention of the Minister for Energy and Minerals the
future of municipal electrical undertakings and the
announcement about Victoria's electricity reforms
stage 2. The announcement said in part that all
management and staff in the three state bodies and
11 municipal electrical undertakings will be
employed by the new companies on existing terms
and conditions.
Concern has been expressed to me about precisely
what that means and what employees will have in
store for them. The minister will be aware that there
is a wide discrepancy in the terms and conditions for
staff of electricity authorities. For the minister to say
that employees will be employed by the new
companies under existing terms and conditions
would mean that different terms and conditions will
apply within the same company.
The future of superannuation arrangements is also a
mystery. Currently electricity industry employees
belong to one of three separate schemes: the SEC
scheme; the Local Authorities Superannuation Board
(LASB) scheme; or the Melbourne City Council
scheme. However from 1 July contributors to the
LASB scheme and the Melbourne City Council

The difficulty that arises is that since 1989 or
thereabouts, hospitals have actually been reducing
the numbers of their required trainee positions for
laboratory science technolOgiSts. As it was becoming
a problem, in 1990 the Royal Melbourne Institute of
Technology set up a review committee, following
which a series of recommendations were made.
In July 1993 an in-principle agreement was reached

with the health department that it would provide
funds for the establishment of 30 bursaries to be
given to students involved in the degree course at
hospitals. Some technical problems with that
proposal have resulted in its implementation being
delayed, which has caused severe problems for
students involved in that course. The government
and the community generally support the idea that
people should be encouraged to complete degrees in
the science and technology field.
The matter has been brought to my attention by one
of my constituents, Tiffany Symes. Tiffany is not in a
good situation. She started her work experience in
February this year, but because of the delay in the
procedures, she has had no money coming in from
the bursary. She is now doing the work experience
but is not receiving any of the bursary funds. She is
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borrowing money to live, a situation which she finds
difficult.

chooses. Should he or she wish to do that by asking
questions, he or she is quite at liberty to do so.

I have raised this issue with the Department of
Health and Community Services and with the office
of the Minister for Health. I understand that an
agreement has been successfully negotiated, but I
seek the minister's assurance that the matter will be
rapidly resolved, that the agreement will hold, that
the money for the bursaries will be available to those
30 students and that will be back dated to when they
started their work experience in February this year.
People need to be encouraged to take on and
successfully complete these courses in laboratory
training because they are exactly the sorts of
qualifications that the community needs for the
future.

Mr BRUMBY (Leader of the Opposition) - It is
in the province of the minister to investigate and
respond. The opposition wishes to know the time
frame for the public inquiry and who will meet the
costs of replacing the trees that die in the avenue of
honour. Quotes of more than $500 000 have been
suggested. Will the government meet that cost?

Elm trees in Ballarat
Mr BRUMBY (Leader of the Opposition) - In the
absence of the Minister for Natural Resources I
direct to the attention of the Minister for Industry
and Employment, who is at the table, the damage
and devastation to the elm trees in the avenue of
honour at Ballarat, which has been caused by the
aerial spraying of Valpar. According to the Minister
for Conservation and Environment in the other
place, an area of 800 square kilometres has been
affected by the aerial spraying.

Last night the Minister for Natural Resources was
asked to indicate to the house when he was first
aware of this disaster and he refused to answer the
question so I ask it again: when was the Minister for
Natural Resources first aware of this matter?
The people of Ballarat want to hear answers to a
number of questions. Who will head the inquiry?
Who undertook the aerial spraying? Was the correct
application used? Was the code of practice for aerial
spraying properly applied? What was the total area
affected by the wrongful spraying of this chemical?
Who will meet the costs?
Mr GUDE (Minister for Industry and
Employment) - On a point of order, Mr Speaker,
question time is for questions; the adjournment
debate is for raising issues and to seek action from
the government. Thus far the honourable member
has simply asked a series of questions.
The SPEAKER - Order! I do not uphold the
point of order. An honourable member can raise a
matter on the adjournment in any way he or she

The opposition also wishes to know the results of
the testing of local water supplies and whether those
supplies have been affected; and if not, why the
government will not publicly release that
information? The opposition also wishes to know
whether spraying in the area by the same
contractors who mistakenly applied the spray
previously is continuing.
The SPEAKER - Order! The honourable
member's time has expired.

Springvale tip site
Mr LEIGH (Mordialloc) - In the absence of the
Minister for Planning I direct to the attention of the
Minister for Industry and Employment, who is at
the table, the continuing issue of the Springvale City
Council and the pollution caused by the tip it
manages. I do not wish to be uncharitable to the
honourable member for Coburg, who is a former
minister responsible for planning, but he was
reported last week in a local newspaper as saying he
did not go out and check the soil, yet he paid more
than $1 million for the site and exempted the citizens
of the cities responsible for the pollution. The
current government now has to pay almost $250 000
in respect of the Dingley bypass.
An honourable member interjected.

Mr LEIGH - You great conservationists can
laugh! On top of that, Braeside Park is in serious
danger of damage from a tip managed by the
council controlled by the honourable member for
Springvale, the local equivalent of Mayor Daley of
Chicago, and his offsider, the adviser to the Leader
of the Opposition, Mr Reid.
Mr MICALLEF (Springvale) - On a point of
order, Mr Speaker, I am sick of accusations that I
control the Springvale council. I do not and never
have controlled that council. It is a separate and
independent entity.
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Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER - Order! The honourable
member will resume his seat.

Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER - Order! In moments like these
the Chair has to exercise judgment as to what action
it will take against an honourable member. I am
prepared to overlook the behaviour of the
honourable member for Springvale in consideration
of the fact that it is Holy Week.
Mr LEGH (Mordialloc) - I call on the
government to take action against the City of
Springvale - it should be prosecuted by the
Environment Protection Authority. The city has
illegally constructed drains that pour pollution into
thebay-An honourable member interjected.

Mr LEIGH - It has been established that it has!
The City of Springvale operates a tip that is
destroying one of Melbourne's best parks.
Mr Micallef interjected.
The SPEAKER - Order! I warn the honourable
member for Springvale that I will not put up with
any more nonsense.
Mr LEIGH - What the City of Springvale is
doing is not good enough. If it were a private
company it would by now have been prosecuted for
its actions. The Leader of the Opposition's adviser
and the honourable member for Springvale claim to
be conservationists, yet one of the parks they are
supposed to be concerned about is being destroyed.
It is a disgrace! I ask the minister to take action.
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Responses
Mrs TEHAN (Minister for Health) - The
honourable member for Rodney referred to
additional nursing homes for the Rochester and
Elmore District Health Service. I commend the
service on the remarkable facilities it prOvides, the
basis on which it accepted the challenge of case-mix
funding and the advantages it offers to hospitals
such as the combined Rochester-Elmore campus.

Honourable members will recall that some years ago
the former government sought the closure of the
Elmore hospital. Community resistance at the time
was enormous. During the past 6 to 12 months the
two small hospitals have combined; their size and
the flexibility of the services provided have made
the service viable. More importantly, the service is
flOurishing under case-mix funding which has been
introduced in Victoria over the past eight months.
The honourable member's proposal for the
Rochester and Elmore District Health Service is
certainly worthy of consideration. I will raise it with
the Minister for Aged Care. All honourable
members are aware that the commonwealth has set
a 3O-bed minimum for CAM-SAM funding for
nursing homes. Rochester has six beds and Elmore
has seven which, when added to the combined
campus, gives a total of 23 beds. The service is
seeking an additional seven beds to bring it up to the
minimum requirement of 30 beds. That will also
establish the ongoing viability of the service's
nursing home component.

Mr MlCALLEF (Springvale) - On a point of
order, Mr Speaker, I find the accusations offensive
and ask for them to be withdrawn.

I will certainly raise the matter with the Minister for
Aged Care. I am sure he will be sympathetic to the
request - mainly because the combined campus has
demonstrated its commitment, firstly, to provide
appropriate services, and secondly, to work within a
tight budget that provides rewards for the work
performed. If at all possible we should allow the
service to continue to provide nursing home beds. I
am hopeful that we can positively resolve the matter
raised by the honourable member.

The SPEAKER - Order! The honourable
member for Springvale puts the Chair in an
awkward position. I did not hear any offensive
words spoken by the honourable member for
Mordialloc. There is no point of order. Had there
been offensive words, I would have asked the
honourable member to withdraw, as I have done
from time to time. The honourable member for
Mordialloc's time has expired, as has the time for the
adjournment debate.

The honourable member for Monbulk referred to the
interesting matter of the need for bursary support
for students undertaking the applied medical
laboratory science course at the Royal Melbourne
Institute of Technology. Honourable members will
be interested to know that the course has been
operating for almost 30 years. In 1977 it was made
into a three-year course, 48 weeks of which is
devoted to hands-on experience in an approved
laboratory. The current practice requires that that
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hands-on work experience be spread over a number
of weeks in the third year and into a fourth year.
Since July 1993 the Department of Health and
Community Services has provided 30 bursaries to
enable students to undertake work experience in the
hospital or in other medical laboratories. However,
the students are mainly placed in the public hospital
system.
The bursaries provide $12 880 per student; the
30 bursaries therefore total $386 400. The 1994
academic year started on 14 February and the
bursaries will be paid through the hospitals on
6 April. They will be backdated to the
commencement date.
It is a satisfactory outcome to a somewhat difficult
situation in which RMIT was having difficulty
finding placement for work experience and hospitals
were not in a position to provide direct employment
to the students. The bursary component which
provides for the funding to be paid to hospitals and
from hospitals to RMIT enables this important work
experience within the Bachelor of Applied Science
(Medical Laboratory) course to continue and ensures
that we will have trained, experienced, qualified
medical scientists working in this important medical
laboratory area.
Mr MACLELLAN (Minister for Planning) - The
honourable member for Mordialloc raised the matter
of the Springvale environmental crisis which I will
certainly have investigated. I am heartened by his
suggestion that it is not my tip that is responsible for
the leakage of material into the Braeside
Metropolitan Park, which is a matter that might
become the subject of legal action.
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The SPEAKER - Order! The honourable
member for Springvale has already been warned by
the Chair. I will not warn him again.
Mr MACLELLAN - In the real world one has to
accept that the fonner minister must have had some
knowledge of an environmental issue being
associated with the property, and that is why the
special clauses were inserted in the contract.
Mr Micallef interjected.

Mr MACLELLAN -If there is a mixture of
environmentally noxious leakages out of the various
mismanaged tips in the area affecting public
parkland, roadworks and households in the area I
believe that is a crisis. It is incumbent on the
government to explore every legal avenue to bring
those responsible to acknowledge their
responsibility and pay to clean up the mess they
have made.
It has long been the principle in this Parliament that
the polluter pays. I believe that proposition has had
bipartisan support from both sides of the house for
upwards of 20 years. When that principle is
understood by all I fail to understand why the
former government would enter into a contract for
the sale of a tip and include in the contract excusing
clauses to allow managers of the area to escape their
responsibility for the cost of cleaning up the mess
that they have made to the Springvale environment.

I am sure Parliament will have the support of the
honourable member for Springvale in demanding
that those who are responsible for the mess should
pay to clean it up.
Mr Micallef interjected.

It is with some regret that I advise the house that
when the other tip that I as minister now own was
purchased special provisiOns were made in the
contract that apparently had the intention of
indemnifying the council from any claim in respect
of its previous management of the area. It seems
inconceivable that the idea that there might be an
environmental problem was not in the minds of the
parties - that is, the former minister and the
council - when the contract was drawn up. One
might reasonably ask, if they had no idea that there
was an environmental problem, why in heaven's
name specific clauses were included in the contract
of sale for which the government spent $1 million to
provide an indemnity.

Mr Micallef interjected.

Mr MACLELLAN - The honourable member for
Springvale interjects and says, 'The City of
Waverley'. He is suggesting that the owner, not the
polluter, should pay. That is the distinction he has
carefully drawn by his interjection. He wants the
City of Waverley, which owned the land, rather than
the City of Springvale, which managed the land, to
pay. That is not the principle that Parliament has
had for more than 20 years. Parliament has held the
view that the polluter should pay. The managers of
the property should pay - not the shelf company,
the tax haven company or the other municipality
that owns it.
Therefore, responsibility should certainly rest with
the Springvale council. This matter is characterised
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by a strange set of circumstances, and the remarks of
the honourable member for Mordialloc were related
to a property of which I, as Minister for Planning,
am the unproud owner.
Mr Micallef interjected.
Mr MACLELLAN - I am not the manager of it; I
am the owner.
Mr Micallef - Who is managing it?
Mr MACLELLAN - It is being monitored to find
a problem that the honourable member for
Springvale has tolerated in his electorate for more
than 10 years. He has not made one squawk about it
in this house, and that should be to his shame. He
was silent about the problem in the Labor years and
now in the coalition years he is embarrassed to find
out what-has been happening in his own backyard.
The principles of the matter should be examined.
The honourable member for Mordialloc also
mentioned another tip, which I am delighted to say
is not in my ownership and which I do not manage.
Apparently this tip is the source of some pollution in
the Braeside Metropolitan Park area. I will
encourage my colleague the Honourable Mark
Birrell in another place to ask the Environment
Protection AuthOrity to commence prosecutions for
any breaches of its legislation at the earliest possible
opportunity.
The honourable member for Preston raised yet
another chapter of his claims that there is corruption
and vice in the Ministry of Planning and
Development. I will refer his remarks to my
ministerial colleague and ask him to reply next
week. I will be on leave next week and he will be
acting for me during that time.
Mr HAYWARD (Minister for Education) - The
honourable member for Mill Park referred to Mill
Park Secondary College and the senior campus. I am
conscious of the needs of the area. The matter he
raised is under active consideration. I understand
his well-founded interest in the matter and assure
him that the resources will be provided as soon as
possible. It is unfortunate that the previous
government did not make those resources available
during its term of office.

The honourable member for Tullamarine referred to
West Meadows Primary School and its desire for a
gymnasium at the school. I will look into the matter
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closely and take into account the points raised by the
honourable member.
The honourable member for Morwell raised a
number of matters concerning Churchill North
Primary School. I will look into each of those matters
and respond as soon as possible.
The honourable member for Knox referred to Kent
Park Primary School, which is an excellent school
and which has done a great deal to ensure that its
premises are in the best possible condition. It also
has a fine reputation in the garden state awards. The
honourable member raised a number of matters
concerning the maintenance of the school. I made a
careful note of those concerns and I will respond to
them as soon as possible.
Mr S. J. PLOWMAN (Minister for Energy and
Minerals) - The honourable member for Pascoe
Vale directed to my attention his concerns regarding
both the terms and conditions of employment of
those municipal electrical undertaking employees
transferring to the five new distribution corporations
and their current superannuation arrangements. The
honourable member will be aware that those matters
are being negotiated, and the government will
receive recommendations from the reform unit on
the issues involved. The transfers will be done in
ways that ensure that no-one is disadvantaged. It
would be unconscionable if transfers were to take
place without employees' terms and conditions of
employment and superannuation benefits and
entitlements being maintained. The negotiations are
continuing. When they are complete and the
government has made its determination, I shall be
happy to let the honourable member have the details.
The honourable member for Keilor tried to direct a
matter to my attention, but I shall be happy to
respond to him tomorrow if he has the opportunity
of raiSing the issue he is concerned about.
Mr COLEMAN (ML'1ister for Natural
Resources) - The Leader of the Opposition directed
to my attention the spotted elms in Ballarat. I
thought he raised a different issue from the one he
tried to raise last night by interjection, which says a
great deal about the honourable member for Altona!
Last night I provided a response to the honourable
member for Altona and tOnight the house has been
regaled by yet another series of questions. I ask the
Leader of the Opposition to read the response given
by the Minister for Conservation and Environment
to a similar question asked in the Legislative
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Council. I shall treat the questions asked tonight as
questions on notice and give the honourable
member an answer in due course.
Motion agreed to.
House adjourned 11.08 p.m.
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Preschool funding
To the Honourable the Speaker and members of the
Legislative Assembly in Parliament assembled:

The SPEAKER (Hon. J. E. Delzoppo) took the chair
at 10.05 a.m. and read the prayer.

DIVISION LIST
The SPEAKER - Order! I Wonn the house that
on Wednesday, 30 March 1994, during a division on
the third reading of the Financial Management
(Consequential Amendments) Bill the honourable
member for Springvale was recorded as having
voted with the ayes instead of the honourable
member for Rodney. The Clerk has verified with the
tellers for the ayes that the honourable member for
Rodney was in the house at the time. The
honourable member for Springvale has now been
recorded as having voted only with the noes. The
Clerk will make the necessary corrections to the
division list.

PETITIONS
The Clerk - I have received the following
petitions for presentation to Parliament:

Maternity care

The humble petition of the undersigned citizens of the
state of Victoria showeth that the savage funding cuts
to preschools will lead to enormous increases in fees
and fundraising, which parents cannot afford. This will
create an elitist system with many children unable to
attend preschool and suffering educational
disadvantage.
Your petitioners therefore pray that the government
restore adequate funding to preschools and restore the
central payment scheme for salaries.
And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

By Ms Garbutt (261 signatures)

Maternal and child health services
To the Honourable the Speaker and members of the
Legislative Assembly in Parliament assembled:
The humble petition of the undersigned citizens of the
state of Victoria showeth that:

To the Honourable the Speaker and members of the
Legislative Assembly in Parliament assembled:

The maternal and child health service is an extremely
valuable preventative health and family support
service, accessible and affordable to all Victorian
families.

We, the undersigned citizens of Victoria, petition for
the essential changes to the maternity care given in
Victorian public hospitals.

The government proposal to limit funding to
10 standard visits, by appointment, is a backward step
which threatens to undermine the basis of this service.

1.

Maternity care be extended to a minimum of five
days, to allow lactation to be established, or ensure
mothers are afforded the time and assistance
required to make an informed decision on their
feeding method.

2.

Maternity care after a caesarean section birth be
extended to a minimum of seven days.

3.

The mother may apply for an early discharge,
providing home support and domiciliary care are
available locally.

4.

Legislation be implemented immediately that
provides the above changes be maternity care
policy for all Victorian public hospitals.

Decisions about when to visit the maternal and child
health care sister should be made by the mother, based
on her needs or the needs of her baby, not by a
govenunent-determined formula.
Your petitioners therefore pray that the house take all
necessary steps to ensure the minister withdraws these
proposals.
And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

By Ms Garhutt (36 signatures)

School closures

And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

By Ms Garbutt (201 signatures)

To the Honourable the Speaker and members of the
Legislative Assembly in Parliament assembled:
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The humble petition of the undersigned citizens of the
state of Victoria showeth that Victorian schools offer a
unique service to the community and are a vital part of
securing Victoria's future prosperity as well as creating
enhanced opportunities for our children.
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address this issue as a matter of urgency to ensure that
the airshow, which is worth around $50 million to the
Victorian economy in addition to massive tourism
benefits, is not lost to Victoria.

Leave refused.
Your petitioners therefore pray that the Right
Honourable Mr Hayward, Minister for Education,
review his decision to forcibly close over 210 Victorian
schools.

ADJOURNMENT
Mr GUDE (Minister for Industry and
Employment) - I move:

And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

By Ms Garbutt (276 signatures)

State deficit levy
To the Honourable the Speaker and members of the
Legislative Assembly in Parliament assembled:

That the house, at its rising, adjourn until Tuesday,
19 April.

Motion agreed to.

CITY OF GREATER BENDIGO BILL
Second reading

The humble petition of the undersigned citizens of the
state of Victoria wish to strongly voice objection to the
$100 levy imposed on all rateable properties.

Your petitioners therefore pray that the house will take
all necessary steps to ensure that the decision to impose
this horrendous tax on the citizens of Victoria is
withdrawn.
And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

By Mr Pandazopoulos (20 signatures)

Laid on table.

PAPER
Laid on table by Oerle
Education Administration Institute - Report for the
year 1992-93, together with an explanation for the delay
in tabling.

AVALON AIRSHOW
Mr LONEY (Geelong North) - I desire to move,
by leave:
That this house notes the enormous benefits that the
highly successful A valon Airshow brings to Victoria,
including some 222 000 visitors to the Geelong region,
and expresses its grave concern at the potential loss to
Victoria of the Avalon Airshow because of bungling by
the Kennett government in relation to the setting of
dates for the airshow and the proposed formula one
grand prix and accordingly calls on the government to

Mr MACLELLAN (Minister for Planning) - I
move:
That this bill be now read a second time.

This bill is a critical element of the government's

reform program for restructuring local government.
It establishes a Greater Bendigo City Council to take
the place of five former councils - the City of
Bendigo, the Rural City of Marong, the Borough of
Eaglehawk, the Shire of Huntly and the Shire of
Strathfieldsaye. This new structure will provide one
voice for local government in the Bendigo region
and pave the way for more effective local
government for ratepayers.
The new council will have a population of 81 110,
total expenditure of about $40 million and a total
rate revenue of about $27.02 million. Strong
population growth is projected for the region and
the new structure will ensure its great potential can
be translated into maximum economic and social
benefits. Long-tenn annual savings of up to
$8 million are expected as a result of the merger.
The proposal before the house follows closely the
recommendations of the Local Government Board in
its final report on the structure of local government
in the Bendigo region. The board was given a
reference in September last year to undertake a
review of the area. An interim report was
distributed in January 1994, and following further
consultation and consideration of the results of a
poll a final report was made available in February.
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This review was conducted under the new
framework for boundary restructure established last
year by amendments to the Local Government
Act 1989. Provided a review has been conducted by
the board and the Minister for Local Government
has considered the recommendations of the board's
final report, the act provides for a new local
government structure to be put in place by order of
the Governor in Council. Because of the attempt of
the Rural City of Marong to halt that process the
matter has been brought back to Parliament to
ensure the smooth implementation of the
restructure. The proceeding initiated by the Rural
City of Marong is being opposed in the Supreme
Court but legislation is being introduced now to
ensure that the benefits of restructure can be
implemented without delay.
I now turn to the main provisions of the bill, which
closely follows legislation debated in the house last
year for restructuring councils in the Geelong region
and for reconstituting the City of Melbourne. Clause
5 is the key provision. It constitutes the new council,
gives it a name and fixes its new boundaries. The
five former councils are abolished and their
councillors go out of office, to be replaced by an
interim administration comprising the
commissioners appointed under clause 7. All these
changes take effect on the appointed day, which is
defined to mean the day the bill receives royal assent.

The role of the commissioners, as for Geelong and
Melbourne, is to oversee the transition to elected
councillors, scheduled for 5 August 1995, to put in
place a new organisational structure and to map out
the council's future directions in a three-year
corporate plan.
The functions, powers and duties of the
commissioners are set out in clauses 8, 9 and 10, and
they include a duty to ensure that the operations of
the new council are carried out in the most efficient
and effective manner possible during the transition
period.
Clause 11 makes transitional provisions for staff
with all existing staff becoming staff of the new
council on the same tenns and conditions as those
with the former councils. Clause 13 deals with the
first election of councillors and the restoration of an
elected council. The date of the election is to be 5
August 1995, and before that time new ward
boundaries will need to be drawn.
Clauses 15 and 16 provide for orders to be made by
the Governor in Council in relation to any matter
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necessary or convenient to give effect to the act and
enable the effective implementation of the Bendigo
restructuring. Clauses 17 to 22 deal with specific
transitional matters such as valuation and rating
issues, planning schemes, borrowings and the
preparation of a corporate plan. Clause 16 pegs rates
and charges for the 1994-1995 rating year at the
previous year's levels, which represents the first of
many tangible benefits to flow to ratepayers.
Clause 23 of the bill prevents proceedings being
brought in the Supreme Court against any person in
respect of any action taken or purported to have
been taken or proposed to be taken pursuant to
sections 7(1), 7(2), 7(3), 7(4), 13(3), 14(3) or 15 of the
act.
Clause 24 provides that it is the intention of that
provision to alter or vary section 85 of the
Constitution Act 1975 to the extent necessary to
prevent the Supreme Court from entertaining the
applications referred to in clause 23.
Finally, it is necessary for me to make a statement
under section 85(5) of the Constitution Act 1975 of
the reasons for altering or varying section 85 by this
bill.
Each of the provisions referred to in clause 23 allows
orders in council to be made to implement key
aspects of the Bendigo restructuring. Sections 7(1),
7(2),7(3) and 7(4} will allow orders in council to be
made in relation to the appoinbnent of
commissioners for the new council. Section 13(3}
will provide for orders in council to be made in
rela tion to the first election of councillors and section
14(3) in relation to the first meeting of councillors.
Section 15 is the general enabling provision
described above which enables orders to be made
for a range of purposes associated with the
implementation of the act.
The orders that can be made under each of the
provisions listed deal with critical aspects of the
municipal restructuring proposed in the bill. It is
essential for the successful implementation of the
restructuring that the matters addressed in such
orders proceed smoothly and without challenge.
Councils have resorted to litigation in the past as a
means of frustrating proposals for boundary change.
The provisions will ensure that the courts cannot be
used to delay and frustrate the implementation of
the restructuring and the will of the Parliament.
I commend the bill to the house.

ENVIRONMENT PROTECTION (GENERAL AMENDMENT) BILL
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Debate adjourned on motion of Mr LEIGHfON
(Preston).

parties have had ample opportunity to review and
comment on the proposal.

Debate adjourned until Thursday, 14 April.

The goal of the accredited licensee system is
improved environmental performance through
cooperation, with benefits for the community,
industry and government. Accredited licensees will
have greater scope to manage their environmental
performance for a site in the most cost-effective
manner, with savings from a streamlined licence
which outlines broad performance criteria for the
site as a whole, no works approval requirements for
all but significant works within licence conditions,
and licence fee reductions.

ENVIRONMENT PROTECIlON
(GENERAL AMENDMENT) BILL
Second reading
Mr COLEMAN (Minister for Natural
Resources) - I move:
That this bill be now read a second time.

The bill amends the Environment Protection Act
introduced by a Uberal government in 1970. These
positive refonns implement key commitments in the
coalition's 'cleaner, safer, better' environment policy
and signal the government's approach to
environment protection in Victoria.
In particular, the government aims to better

integrate environmental and economic factors in
decision making and to emphasise a collaborative
approach between industry, the community and
government to achieve sustainable development.
These amendments aim to boost confidence in
investing in a clean, growing Victorian economy and
to provide new, more flexible legislative tools to
achieve high standards of environment protection at
least cost. The bill encompasses the key areas of new
approaches to project approvals, improved
development of statutory environmental policy
instruments, and clarification of the environmental
liabilities of lending institutions.
I will now outline the intent of the 10 key elements
of the bill.
1. TIIE ACCREDITED UCENSEE SYSTEM

The bill establishes an innovative, flexible,
performance-orientated licensing system which
builds on quality assurance approaches being
adopted by industry. The bill enables the
Environment Protection Authority (EPA) to grant
companies with a proven capability and
commitment to environment protection the status of
accredited licensees.
The accredited licensee system was developed
initially by an industry-EPA working group which
resulted in the public release of the 'Question of
Trust' discussion paper in July 1993. All interested

This approach will lead to improved environmental
performance by industry and greater confidence
within the community. Accredited licensees must
comply with state environment protection and
industrial waste management policy and licences.
Checks and balances will be prOVided by the
prerequisites of third-party accreditation of
environment management systems by independent
bodies; an EPA-approved environment audit
program involving an independent auditor, and the
implementation of an environment improvement
plan involving the local community; and through
annual public performance reports signed by the
site's senior executive, and a review at least every
five years. Companies which fail to meet these
obligations or which pollute will lose their
accredited licensee status and revert to more
prescriptive licence conditions.
The EP A will expend fewer resources on assessing
and monitoring these good environmental
performers. Scarce EP A enforcement and technical
expertise will therefore be better targeted to
identifying genuine polluters and supporting
cleaner production efforts, especially among smaller
businesses.
The community will have improved access to
information about accredited licensee operations,
forward plans and performance and greater
opportunities to discuss its concerns with companies
through forums such as local community liaison
committees.
The accredited licensee proposal is an example of
world-best practice environmental regulation. It will
provide a model for further development
throughout Australia of environment performance
agreements between industry and government.
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2. WORKS APPROVAL TIMING
In recognition of the costs to businesses from delays

in project approvals, the bill reduces the maximum
period for the EPA to issue or refuse a works
approval from 6 to 4 months. This reform reflects the
improved quality of works approval applications
now being received which can be more readily
assessed by the EP A. It does not affect any referral,
public comment or appeal provisions for works
approval. Where works approval applications are
inadequate, the EPA retains its powers to require
further information before assessment proceeds.
3. RESEARCH, DEVELOPMENT AND
DEMONSTRAnON (RD and D) APPROVAL
The bill provides for a simple approval process for
RD and D projects to encourage the innovation vital
for further growth of Victorian industry and
protection of the environment. RD and D ranges
from laboratory experiments to the construction of
major pilot plants. While the environmental impacts
of laboratory experiments are too limited to merit
EPA control, some big RD and D projects can pose
significant environmental risks and are therefore
subject to works approval. However, many
RD and D projects (e.g. testing a new product
formulation or waste treatment technology) fall
between these two extremes.
Requirements for such projects under the current act
are uncertain, acting as a deterrent to the
development of promising products and services,
including those which protect the environment.
Works approval is too costly and lengthy, and
existing exemptions from works approval are too
narrow. The new RD and D approval will provide
certainty, substituting for any works approval that
might otherwise have been required. The EPA will
consider whether a project constitutes RD and D on
the basis of scale, duration and environmental
impact, and grant or refuse the application within
30 days subject to conditions such as monitoring.
This initiative should not only encourage RD and D
but allow the EPA to monitor more effectively such
activity.
4. INTEGRATING ENVIRONMENT EFFECTS
STATEMENTS (EES) AND WORKS APPROVALS
The government has a clear commitment to
streamlining project approval processes and
encouraging investment in Victoria. To assist in
achieving these aims, the bill provides for the
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integration of public environmental assessment
processes for major projects which undergo both
EES and works approval.
Where the comprehensive public process under the
Environment Effects Act 1978 is instituted, it will
now be the sole public process for that project. The
EES process typically involves a public scoping
phase, advertisement and public exhibition of the
EES for comment, and appointment of a public
inquiry panel.
Currently, once an EES is required, consideration of
any works approval by the EPA effectively stops. On
the completion of the EES, works approval
recommences. This is confusing and time wasting
for all concerned. By integrating all public concerns
into one process a more informed final decision can
be made. Where there is an EES and a works
approval, the bill provides for joint advertisement,
public comment, and consideration by the EES panel
with no further third-party process. This reform is
consistent with recent amendments to the Planning
and Environment Act 1987 which allow the Minister
for Planning to integrate planning and EES
approvals.
The EPA will have the responsibility to ensure that
issues considered in the works approval process,
such as the emission of wastes, are considered in the
EES and that the final works approval is consistent
with the EES assessment.
5. STAGED UCENCE FEE PAYMENTS
In recognition of the need to assist Victorian

industry in this time of economic recovery, the bill
will provide for licensees who make an application
on the basis of financial hardship to pay their licence
fees on a periodic (e.g. quarterly) basis.
Currently, the Environment Protection Act 1970
requires licence fees to be paid annually in a lump
sum on their dates of issue. Amendments to the act
in 1990 led to Significant fee increases. Coupled with
the recent economic downturn, this has led to
increased cases of cash-flow difficulties and
subsequent requests for more flexible pay
arrangements. The amendments seek to assist
businesses to meet their financial and environmental
responsibilities.
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6. STATIlTORY ENVIRONMENT POUCY
DEVELOPMENT

comment and response from the EPA; parliamentary
tabling and scrutiny; and a review every 10 years.

The bill amends the process for developing state
environment protection policies (SEPPs) and
industrial waste management policies (IWMPs) to
require explicit impact assessment and more
rigorous review by decision makers, including
Parliament.

By initiating this right of parliamentary review, we
recognise that SEPPs and IWMPs are ultimately
expressions of community values, and as such it is
appropriate that they be considered by elected
representatives.
7. LENDER LIABILITY CLARIFICATION

The coalition made a commitment to require such
impact assessment in its 'Cleaner, Safer, Better'
environment policy. Similarly, the November 1993
Report to Parliament upon an Inquiry into the
Subordinate Legislation Act 1962 by the Scrutiny of
Acts and Regulations Committee recommended that
legislation for SEPPs be amended to ensure they are
subject to rigorous impact assessment, public
consultation and independent review.
I note that while the successive Premiers of the
previous government made announcements about
the need to focus a public impact assessment on
environmental policies - for example, in the
June 1991 Economic Statement and the March 1992
Priority Victoria statement - that government failed
to do so. Through these amendments the coalition
will make its commitment to soWld policy making a
reality.
SEPPs establish environmental quality objectives for
Victoria which all government agencies, industry,
and the community must work together to achieve.
SEPPs guide the development of detailed controls
and programs, such as regulations, market
mechanisms, licensing and education campaigns.
They are complemented by IWMPs which set
frameworks for the management of industrial waste.
SEPPs and IWMPs are developed through a
comprehensive public process provided for in the
Environment Protection Act 1970. However, to date
this process has not included explicit policy impact
assessment.
The bill will amend the policy development process
to require preparation of a commonsense assessment
of the key possible financial, social and
environmental impacts of the proposed policy and
key alternatives. Such a practical assessment should
aid the community and the government in
considering whether the anticipated benefits of a
SEPP or IWMP outweigh its likely costs. The
minister is empowered to request independent
advice on the adequacy of this impact assessment. In
addition, the policy development process is
amended to require: more extensive advertisement,

The bill reassures passive lenders, who simply lend
money and are not involved in the management of a
site, that they will not be liable for pollution
clean-up costs or offences under the Environment
Protection Act 1970. The bill does this by excluding
passive lenders from the definition of occupier
Wlder the act. The bill also limits the liability of
financial institutions which act as mortgagees in
possession, controllers or managing controllers to:
making the site safe -Le. abating any existing
hazard; and ensuring any further opera tion does not
cause pollution.
I note that the previous government, through the
former Minister for Conservation and Environment,
Barry Pullen, promised in Parliament in June 1992 to
reassure lenders as to their environmental liabilities
by amending the Environment Protection Act but
did not do so.
Financial institutions such as banks and building
societies are concerned that they may be used as
deep pockets to fund the clean-up of contaminated
sites or be made subject to other environmental
liabilities where other parties cannot be found or
made to pay. Court action in the United States of
America finding banks liable for clean-up costs have
increased such concerns. The amendments give
financial institutions a level of certainty when
realising the security for a loan or working out of a
troubled customers business. Providing this
assurance will encourage financiers to remain in the
lending process and restructure the asset, avoiding
the creation of orphaned sites which might
otherwise become the responsibility of government.
These amendments are yet another measure to build
confidence in investment in Victoria. For example,
these provisions should ensure that businesses that
may pose environmental risks as well as produce
Significant environmental and economic benefits,
such as the waste-treatment sector, can gain access
to financing.
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In discussing these amendments, financial

institutions have accepted that to protect their
security they must:
consider environmental liabilities in loan
assessment;
encourage high standards of environmental
management amongst their debtors; and
ensure the environment is protected when they
are in possession or control of a premises.
The bill ensures that lenders will manage the
environmental hazards they inherit and take full
responsibility for the further environmental
performance of businesses which they actively
manage. However, lending institutions will not be
directly liable for past pollution, except through the
nonnal commercial risk of devaluation of their
security, for example, through land contamination.
Under the bill, environmental liability remains with
polluters and previous occupiers of the site.
These amendments accord with current EPA
practice and approaches being adopted nationally,
such as the lender-liability provisions of recent
South Australian environment protection legislation.
8. STATEMENTS OF ENVIRONMENTAL AUDIT

The government aims to minimise risks posed by
contaminated sites and by encouraging clean-up
appropriate to the given use of the site. Therefore
where land is rezoned from industrial to a more
sensitive land use the Minister for Planning has
directed that an environmental audit should be
undertaken.
The bill provides a statement of environmental audit
to be issued identifying the uses to which that land
can be safely put. EPA-appointed environmental
auditors may be requested to issue a certificate of
environmental audit for potentially contaminated
land. A certificate may not be issued if
contamination is detrimental to any existing or
potential beneficial use of the land, and therefore
provides a high level of security to financiers,
vendors and purchasers.
However, many contaminated sites, particularly in
urban areas, do not qualify for a certificate but are
suitable for some land use such as industrial,
commercial or high-density residential development.
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For such sites statements of environmental audit will
provide vendors and purchasers with an assurance
that residual levels of contamination do not pose
unacceptable risks to proposed land uses.
Unless contaminated sites pose immediate risks, the
EPA leaves markets to drive the extent and timing of
site clean-ups. Contamination typically limits the
manner in which a site is used and therefore the
value of that land. Statements of environmental
audit should assist financial institutions, developers
and others in encouraging clean-ups and
appropriate land use.
9. LEAD LEVElS IN PETROL
The bill provides legislative backing for new lead
reduction targets agreed with Victorian industry. As
part of the national lead strategy negotiated by the
commonwealth, the petroleum industry across
Australia agreed to reductions of 0.1 grams per litre
of lead in petrol in most states, accompanied by
reduction in octane ratings.
Victoria has long had the lowest levels of lead in
petrol at 0.3 grams per litre. In further negotiations
with the EPA the Victorian industry has agreed to
achieve 0.25 grams per litre of lead in petrol from 1
January 1994 and 0.2 grams per litre by 1 January
1995.
The Environment Protection Act 1970 prescribes the
old 0.3 grams per litre lead in petrol level. The bill
will amend the act to reflect the levels agreed to by
the Victorian industry and will allow any further
reductions to be prescribed in regulations. The new
levels agreed to by the industry will ensure that
Victoria remains the state with the lowest lead in
petrol levels in Australia.
10. INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY RIGHI'S
Since its inception in 1970 the EPA has developed
considerable expertise, systems and knowledge of
the various facets of environment protection which
are increasingly in demand in other states and
overseas, particularly in the Asia-Pacific region.
The bill strengthens existing body corporate powers
to specifically allow the EPA to make commercial
agreements in relation to its intellectual property.
This reform will ensure that the EPA retains control
of its intellectual property and is able to recoup
taxpayers' funds used to develop this expertise.
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CONCLUSION
Victoria's success in environment protection is the
result of evolution of the state's environment
protection system over the past 24 years. TItis bill
contains a number of important reforms which will
build on the strengths of this system, and addresses
some of its weaknesses.
The bill will give the financial sector reassurance
about the environmental liabilities of lenders,
boosting confidence in financing important new
developments and businesses. It will ensure that
statutory environmental policies are developed in an
open and accountable way, and that
decision-makers have a clearer understanding of
their financial, social and environmental impacts.
The bill will introduce greater flexibility into
Victoria's environment protection system,
simplifying and streamlining environmental
approvals wherever possible without compromising
any environmental standards in any way. The
hallmark of this approach will be the accredited
licensee system. TItis legislation signals to Victorian
industry that environment protection is not just a
matter of regulation and compliance, but that
initiative and performance will be recognised.
I believe the bill will keep Victoria at the leading
edge of environmental protection in the 1990s, and it
will provide other states, territories and the
commonwealth government with a model to follow.
I commend the bill to the house.

Debate adjourned on motion of Mr DOLLIS
(Richmond).
Debate adjourned until Thursday, 14 April.

CHILDREN AND YOUNG PERSONS
(MISCELLANEOUS AMENDMENTS)
BILL
Second reading
Mr JOHN (Minister for Community Services) - I
move:
That this bill be now read a second time.

The Children and Young Persons Act 1989
establishes the jurisdiction of the Children's Court
which consists of two divisions: the family division
and .the criminal division. The purpose of this bill is
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to make a number of amendments to the act as it
relates to both divisions of the court. This is to
improve the effectiveness of the act.
The family division of the court deals with
protection applications. A number of amendments
to the act relate to child protection proceedings. This
illustrates the government's intention to constantly
review the effectiveness of child protection law and
practice and to ensure that improvements are made
where necessary.
The bill amends part 3 of the act to increase the
ability of the court to make orders prior to contested
applications being heard and determined. Division 4
of part 3 relates to interim accommodation orders.
An interim accommodation order is an order which
deals with where a child will live pending the full
hearing of a protection application by the Children's
Court. This division will be significantly amended
by this bill. Among other things it provides for the
extension of interim accommodation orders if the
protection application is not ready to proceed. The
amendments also allow for the making of interim
accommodation orders if a proceeding in the family
division is adjourned. If it appears to the court that a
child is at risk, the court will be able to make an
order which removes the child from potential
danger until the court is able to hear and fully
determine the matter before it.
After a protection application is proven the court
can make an interim protection order if it wants to
test the appropriateness of a particular course of
action. When the interim protection order expires it
can then make a final protection order. At present
the power of the court to make such a final order
after the interim protection order has expired is
unclear. This situation can arise when proceedings
are adjourned. These amendments clarify this
anomaly by making it clear that a protection order
can be made even after an interim protection order
has expired.
As a result of amendments proposed in the bill,
supervision orders and supervised custody orders
made by the court are to be deemed to continue until
the hearing of a breach application is dealt with by
the court. TItis will allow the court to make a new
protection order if there is a finding of breach even
if, without this section, the original protection order
would have lapsed prior to the hearing.
This will be preferable for all parties involved. At
present proceedings must often be discontinued and
a fresh protection application made in respect of the
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child, creating delays and causing additional anxiety
for those involved in the proceedings.

the need to know that it was part of a notification or
which person notified the department.

The need to constantly review the legislation and
procedure in this area was made abundantly dear
by Mr Justice Fogarty in his report last year
regarding child protection. The following two
amendments implement recommendations
contained in that report.

It is important that people can contact the
department with their concerns, confident that they
will not be identified as a notifier unless it is
determined by the court to be necessary. In
determining whether that is necessary, it is expected
that when exercising its discretion, courts will
consider seriously the public interest in ensuring
that people can make notifications to the department
in the knowledge that they will not be stigmatised as
a "notifier". For the child protection system to
operate effectively it is vital that the community is
encouraged to make notifications.

Section 87 of the act is to be amended to specify
clearly that in making orders, the need to protect
children from harm, to protect their rights and to
promote their welfare are the paramount
considerations that the court must take into account.
All other matters that the court is required to take
into account are subordinate to those considerations.
This government is serious about ensuring that the
children of this state are protected and given an
upbringing which promotes their welfare.
Section 95 of the act specifies the orders that the
court can make after there has been a finding of
breach of a supervision order. Upon a finding of
breach, at present the court can confirm the original
order, vary any conditions of the order or revoke the
order and substitute a new order if it is satisfied that
the child is still in need of protection. Some
confusion has existed as to whether the court could
make a new supervision order. The bill makes it
clear that a further supervision order can be made
after the court finds that there has been a breach.
The total period that a child can be on a supervision
order cannot exceed an aggregate of two years.
The last amendment to the family division proposed
in the bill to which I wish to draw the attention of
the house is clause 10 concerning notifications made
to protective interveners that a child is in need of
protection. The effect of this clause is to prohibit any
question in a court which is likely to lead to the
identification of the person who makes a notification
as the notifier or to the identification of any evidence
as forming part of a notification unless the court
gives leave for that question to be asked. This means
that while a notifier can give evidence in a
proceeding, he or she cannot be identified as a
notifier and his or her evidence cannot be identified
as a notification made to a protective intervener.
A court will be able to grant leave for the person to
be identified as a notifier in certain circumstances.
However it is anticipated that it will be rare for the
court to do so. In the vast majority of cases, it will be
sufficient for the court to hear the evidence without

The bill also makes a Significant change to part 4 of
the act which governs children and the criminal law .
It amends probation orders, youth supervision
orders and youth attendance orders to give the court
greater scope when sentencing an offender who is
nearly 18 at the time of sentence. At present, if a
child appears before the court just before his or her
18th birthday, there are few sentencing options
available to the court given that these orders
currently expire on a child's 18th birthday. The bill
amends the act so as to allow these orders to operate
until a child's 19th birthday to remedy this hiatus in
the law.
I now wish to make a statement under section 85(5)
of the Constitution Act 1975 of the reasons why
clause 33 of the bill amends the act to alter or vary
that section. Clause 33 inserts a new section 279A
into the act which provides that it is intended to
alter or vary section 85 of the Constitution Act 1975
to the extent necessary to prevent the bringing
before the Supreme Court of a matter over which the
Children's Court has exclusive jurisdiction as a
result of these amendments.
The section has been included to make it clear that
the Children's Court can make orders when a child
is 17 which extend beyond the person's 18th
birthday and that while the order is in force the
court can hear applications for variation and
revocation in relation to those orders.
A number of other technical amendments are also
contained in the bill. This bill is a reflection of the
government's commitment to the improvement of
child protection services in this state and ensures
that the Children's Court has the sentencing options
available to it to adequately deal with young
offenders.
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I commend the bill to the house.
Debate adjourned on motion of Ms GARBUIT
(Bundoora).
Debate adjourned until Thursday, 14 April.

STATE BANK OF SOUTH AUSTRALIA
(TRANSFER OF UNDERTAKING) BILL
Second reJlding
Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer) - I move:
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The Victorian Stamps Act exempts the Crown that is, the government - from the payment of
stamp duty on the transfer of various types of assets.
As the legislation is currently drafted this exemption
does not, however, extend beyond Victoria since the
exemption is restricted to the Crown 'in the right of
Victoria'. It could be argued that the Victorian
legislation is unduly restrictive in this regard and
there is an intention in principle to exclude the
Crown as a generic category from any liability for
stamp duty. In all events, it is the normal practice in
Australia that one government does not tax another
government. This is also the situation at
intemationallaw.

That this bill be now read a second time.

The South Australian government has determined to
corporatise the State Bank of South Australia as a
preliminary step to its ultimate sale. It is proposed to
vest the operating assets and the retail deposits of
the bank in a new corporate entity, to be known as
the Bank of South Australia Ltd while retaining the
non-operating assets of the bank in the existing
corporate structure.
Certain of the operating assets that will be
transferred from the existing to the new corporate
structure are located in Victoria and the South
Australian government has requested the Victorian
government to enact legislation which will facilitate
the vesting of the operating assets and retail deposits
in the new bank and exempt the transfer of the
assets from Victorian stamp duty.
The South Australian proposal involves complex
legal issues and, on the available legal advice,
cannot be achieved by South Australian legislation
alone. The legal difficulty arises from the need to
split the existing organisation and to transfer assets
between the two resulting bodies. The transfer of
interstate assets in such a situation could be
achieved by South Australian legislation alone only
if all the rights and obligations in the pre-existing
body are transferred to a single new body -that is,
the transfer is by a 'universal succession clause'. In
the case where an existing body is restructured into
two or more bodies it is necessary to transfer each
property right separately in accordance with the
relevant law of the jurisdiction where the property is
situated. Interstate obligations cannot be transferred
except by consent and in this context the South
Australian government is seeking interstate support
by way of complementary legislation from all the
other relevant governments in Australia.

The State Revenue Office has also advised that the
type of asset transfers that will occur as a result of
the South Australian government's proposal would
in all probability be exempt from the payment of
stamp duty pursuant to section 137R of the Stamps
Act. Under that section of the act - the corporate
reconstruction provisions -assets that are
transferred between different entities within a
corporate structure are exempt from the payment of
stamp duty where there is no change in the
underlying ownership of the assets concerned. In
this case, the ultimate ownership of the assets at the
corporatisation stage of the proposal would remain
with the South Australian government.
The assets of the State Bank of South Australia could
be transferred separately in respect of each property
right in accordance with the relevant Victorian
legislation and, as I have noted, the transactions
would probably be exempt from the payment of
stamp duty under section 137R of the Stamps Act.
However, if South Australia were required to
proceed along this route, the process would be
extremely cumbersome and time consuming even
though the end result would not be significantly
different than if Victoria were to pass legislation on
this matter. The legislative route would speed up
matters considerably and ensure certainty in the
outcome. This is important since the South
Australian government has given undertakings to
the commonwealth government that the
corporatisation will be completed by 30 June 1994.
I commend the bill to the house.

Debate adjourned on motion of Mr BAKER
(Sunshine).
Debate adjourned until ThUISday, 14 April.
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FRIENDLY SOCIETIES (BENEFIT
FUNDS) BILL
Second reading
Mrs WADE (Attorney-General) - I move:
That this bill be now read a second time.

The bill amends the Friendly Societies Act 1986.
Provisions of the present act dealing with the
operation of bank accounts have resulted in
uncertainty as to what the act permits in respect of
accounts for benefit funds.
The bill makes it certain that friendly societies must
maintain separate bank accounts for, and have
separate accounting in respect of, each benefit fund.
However, to permit friendly societies to conduct
their banking business efficiently and effectively the
bill permits friendly societies to temporarily mix the
money of benefit funds in clearing accounts.
Friendly societies will be permitted to operate three
types of clearing accounts: an inward clearing
account, an outward clearing account and an
investment clearing account. The bill makes it clear
that money is to be in these accounts only on a
temporary basis and that payment to the
appropriate benefit fund, to the person entitled, or
into the investment concerned must be made
promptly.
I commend the bill to the house.
Debate adjourned on motion of Mr CO LE
(Melbourne).
Debate adjourned until Thursday, 14 April.

LEGAL AID COMMISSION
(AMENDMENT) BILL
Second reading
Mrs WADE (Attorney-General) - I move:
That this bill be now read a second time.

The bill makes a number of important amendments
to the Legal Aid Commission Act 1978. The act
established the Legal Aid Commission of Victoria,
which has responsibility for the provision of legal
aid to people in need.
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In recent years the commission's services have been
under substantial pressure as a result of which it has
had to tighten its guidelines for assistance. It has
also had to seek out better ways of delivering its
services. The bill will help bring under control the
increasing cost of prOviding legal assistance and, in
particular, the cost of major trials and the
administration costs of legal aid grants.
FRANCHISING
The commission incurs substantial administration
costs in assessing legal aid applications from private
solicitors and then mOnitoring and controlling
expenditure in those matters where assistance is
granted. Private solicitors conduct three-quarters of
legally assisted cases. The application process is
complex and uneconomic with Significant
duplication of effort. Solicitors spend a great deal of
unpaid time communicating with the commission
and the commission expends significant resources in
dealing with the applications. To reduce these
administration costs, the bill will allow the Legal
Aid Commission to franchise to private practitioners
its power to grant legal assistance.
Franchising is a procedure in which selected private
practitioners will be given the power to assess
applications for legal assistance, grant legal aid with
or without conditions and terminate assistance. It is
envisaged that selected legal firms will be awarded
contracts to carry out these functions in relation to a
fixed number of cases for which they would receive
a fixed payment. The franchisee will be required to
consider applications in accordance with existing
means test and merit test guidelines thus ensuring
consistency in decision making and adherence to
Legal Aid Commission policy. The commission will
put in place monitoring and audit procedures to
ensure that decision making is consistent and correct.
Initially, the commission proposes to conduct a pilot
study of franchising by selecting a number of
experienced practitioners to undertake assessment
tasks in summary criminal matters. Franchising may
then be extended to other areas such as family law.
The bill will allow the franchising proposal to
proceed by amending the principal act to include
private legal practitioners in the class of persons to
whom the commission may delegate its powers.
TENDERING

Expensive trials have been of particular concern to
the commission in recent years as they represent a
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significant drain on its resources and ability to meet
the general demand for its services. The bill will
allow the commission to tender out representation in
major trials. Assistance will be granted for an
applicant to be represented by a particular
practitioner on the basis of the practitioner's 'bid' for
the case. A successful tender will not necessarily be
the lowest priced bid as a range of factors, such as
the skill and experience of the tenderer, will
determine which bid is successful. It is anticipated
that the tendering process will generate substantial
savings for the commission. The bill amends the
principal act by widening the criteria for the
commission to make guidelines on the allocation of
work to private practitioners and to exclude an
applicant's right to choose a private practitioner
from a panel in cases which are subject to tender.
These amendments are part of a wider review of the
commission's operations being undertaken by the
government. The Auditor-General recently
conducted a performance audit of the commission.
His recommendations will be considered by a jOint
commonwealth/state review of the commission's
structure and operations to be undertaken later this
year. I note that the Auditor-General supported
tendering and franchising arrangements as ways to
improve the effectiveness of the legal aid dollar.
The initiatives contained in the bill will improve the
quality and efficiency of services provided by the
Legal Aid Commission and will contribute to the
continued improvement of the Victorian justice
system.

LAW INSTITtITE POWERS OF INVESfMENT
The commission receives part of its funding from the

Solicitors Guarantee Fund which is established by
the Legal Profession Practice Act 1958. The bill also
amends that act to allow the Law Institute of
Victoria, which manages the fund, to appoint an
investment manager to handle the investment of
moneys in the fund and of the statutory deposits
which solicitors are required to make with the
institute. Substantial extra revenue will be generated
for the fund and its beneficiaries, including the
commission, as a result of this change. Currently, the
institute decides on the fund's investments upon
advice from fund managers but this is an unwieldy
process and the appointment of a professional fund
manager will increase the fund's returns.
The power is identical to the Estate Agents Board's
power to appoint agents to invest money held in the
Estate Agents Guarantee Fund. A fund manager will
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not be given unlimited powers as the investments
will continue to be made within the act's definition
of 'authorised investment'.
I commend the bill to the house.
Debate adjourned on motion of Mr COLE
(Melbourne).
Debate adjourned until Thursday, 14 April.

SENTENCING (VICI1M IMPAcr
STATEMENT) BILL
Second reading
Mrs WADE (Attorney-General) - I move:
That this bill be now read a second time.

As recognised by the coalition's law and justice
policy, victims of crime have been neglected in our
criminal justice system. A fundamental principle of
the criminal justice system is that the processes of
prosecution and punishment are the province of the
state acting in the public interest. That does not
mean that victims should be disregarded, however,
many victims have voiced the complaint that the
effect of the crime on their lives has not been
acknowledged by the courts and they have
expressed dissatisfaction with their alienation from
the criminal justice system. The community has a
responsibility to respond to the needs of victims of
crime.
The introduction of victim impact statements
through this bill is one means of acknowledging the
rights of victims. The bill provides for victims of
crime to have a right to present relevant material to
the sentencing court without impinging on the rights
of the offender.
The bill provides for victims to present on a
voluntary basis a written statement to the court
containing details of any injury or loss which they
have experienced as a direct effect of the crime.
Provision is made in the bill for additional material
to be provided in support of the statemenl It is
acknowledged in the bill that as the material may
have an effect on sentence it may be subject to
cross-examination.
The intention of the bill is to provide the sentencing
court with the discretion and responsibility, in the
interests of the fair administration of justice and in
accordance with the relevant legislative provisions,
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to determine such issues as whether a particular
person or body falls within the definition of victim
and the nature and extent of the material placed
before the court in support of the victim's impact
statement.
In conjunction with the bill is the development of

comprehensive written infonnation which can be
distributed to victims of crime and the public in
general. The material will include a victim impact
statement fonn and infonnation regarding the
procedural aspects of making a victim impact
statement together with general infonnation about
the criminal justice system and the role of victim
impact statements within the system.

HOSPITAL SECURITY ORDERS AND INDEFINITE
SENTENCES
The bill also amends section 18E of the Sentencing
Act. Concern has also been expressed that a hospital
security order under section 18E of the Sentencing
Act may not be viewed as an indefinite sentence. As
this was the intention the amendment removes any
Wlcertainty .
The bill redresses the problem experienced by many
victims of crime of being ignored by the criminal
justice system without prejudicing the rights of the
offender.
I commend the bill to the house.

CHILDREN AND YOUNG PERSONS ACT 1989
The inclusion of the requirement that victim impact
statements are to be presented when child offenders
are sentenced not only ensures that there is
unifonnity in sentencing practices but that victims'
rights are the same irrespective of the age of the
offender. Consultation has indicated that there is the
potential that young offenders may become more
fully aware of the consequences of their crimes as a
result of the presentation of victim impact
statements.
The bill responds to community concern that the
rights and needs of victims are ignored. The
introduction of victim impact statements is a step in
ensuring the criminal justice system is aware of the
often long-tenn and far-reaching effects of particular
crimes such as sexual and violent offences on the
lives of members of our community.
Finally, the bill contains some minor technical
amendments. It amends section 3 of the Sentencing
Act. Section 8 of the Sentencing Act provides for
cumulative sentences in specific circumstances. It
was intended that those provisions would apply to
the Magistrates Court when sentencing a serious
sexual offender for a sexual or violent offence while
on parole. As the definition of 'sexual offence' and
'violent offence' in the Sentencing Act refers to
'presiding judge', there has been concern that the
Magistrates Court has no jurisdiction to deal with
sexual and violent offenders. The amendment
clarifies the intention of the legislation and remedies
the problem.

Debate adjourned on motion of Mr COtE
(Melbourne).
Debate adjourned until Thursday, 14 April.

EQUIPMENT (PUBLIC SAFETY) BILL
Second reading
Mr PESCOTI (Minister for Industry Services) I move:
That this bill be now read a second time.

A brief history of the lead-up to this bill is necessary
to put the legislation in context. When the
Occupational Health and Safety Act was drafted
there was a clear intention that the act would replace
all the equipment safety legislation in place at the
time - that is, the Occupational Health and Safety
Act would take the place of the Lifts and Cranes Act,
Boilers and Pressure Vessels Act and Scaffolding
Act. Powers to revoke those acts were included in
the Occupational Health and Safety Act. Over time it
has been found that the Occupational Health and
Safety Act does not provide for public safety as
comprehensively as does the earlier legislation. The
Occupational Health and Safety Act, by definition, is
an act primarily concerned with workplaces and has
only one provision that refers to safety requirements
for people other than employees. That is section 22,
which refers to an employer's obligations to take
care for the safety of non-employees as a result of
the activities of the employer's undertaking. The
older equipment safety legislation on the other hand,
places requirements on proprietors of equipment
irrespective of the location of the equipment; it is of
no concern to that legislation whether the equipment
is used in a factory or at a school working bee.
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The government wants to rationalise the number of
pieces of legislation covering equipment safety and
ensure that the legislation is appropriate to the need
for statutory control. The earlier equipment safety
legislation does not allow for that. These acts, for the
most part, are drafted in the older, prescriptive,
inflexible language which does not suit a modem
implementation and enforcement approach.
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Debate adjourned on motion of Mr MICALLEF
(Springvale).
Debate adjourned until Thursday, 14 April.

TRANSPORT (FURTHER
AMENDMENT) BILL
Second reading

Because the Occupational Health and Safety Act
made allowance for 'staged' or progressive repeal of
the older legislation much time and effort has been
spent on various ways in which that legislation
could be 'eased' out of operation. In the final
analysis it was concluded that a clean break had to
be made to avoid a host of problems that could arise
from having parts of legislation being used to
address some problems and the Occupational
Health and Safety Act dealing with the remainder.
In addition, there was the glaring contrast in penalty
levels for non-compliance between the old
equipment safety legislation and the Occupational
Health and Safety Act.
In 1991 Parliament partially dealt with a bill, also
called the Equipment (Public Safety) Bill. The
current Equipment (Public Safety) Bill is essentially
the same as its 1991 predecessor with one Significant
difference. That difference is that there is no
provision for the continuation of the scaffolding
permit system in the bill before the house.

The 1991 bill contained some consequential
amendments to the Occupational Health and Safety
Act which gave municipalities the power to appoint
occupational health and safety inspectors with
limited power to regulate the scaffolding permit
system within their municipality. It is generally
recognised however, that the permit system is
anachronistic and inefficient and consequently the
decision has been made to abolish the scaffolding
system in Victoria. That means the consequential
amendments to the Occupational Health and Safety
Act are no longer needed.
The bill's primary function is to provide a clear,
modern statutory control over the use of potentially
dangerous equipment used in the public domain. In
doing that an opportunity arises to rationalise the
regulatory controls over equipment generally and so
produce a better environment for business in
Victoria.
I commend the bill to the house.

Mr BROWN (Minister for Public Transport) - I
move:
That this bill be now read a second time.

The bill introduces three further transport reform
measures. The first measure concerns clarification of
the roles of the Department of Transport and the
Public Transport Corporation (PTC) to establish a
more efficient public transport system with clearer
lines of accountability. The second measure involves
the introduction, in the interests of the safety of the
public, of statutory controls on the blood alcohol
levels of workers on railway and tramway systems
in the state. The final reform is the establishment of
the Victorian Taxi Directorate, which will lead to
world-c1ass taxi services being provided in Victoria.
ROLES OF TRANSPORT ORGANISATIONS

The primary focus of the government's transport
reform program is to significantly reduce the
transport deficit while achieving world's best
practice ~ the provision of public transport services.
A number of recent major studies, including the
report of the Victorian Commission of Audit, the
Hilmer report and the draft report of the Industry
Commission's inquiry into urban transport have
recommended that this objective should be
facilitated by defining a clearer role for central
government in determining policy, regulation,
funding priorities and the most cost-effective ways
of providing transport services.
As a consequence, separate and clear roles are being
defined for the Department of Transport and the
Public Transport Corporation. The department will
determine policy, establish appropriate regulatory
mechanisms, negotiate community service
obligations and purchase transport services from
public and private providers. The PTC, through its
constituent businesses - metropolitan tram, rail,
bus and country passenger services - and private
sector operators will be responsible for the
cost-effective delivery of services. The department
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will contract for services with the PTC through an
annual service agreement. The agreement will
separate the cost of the efficient provision of
commercial services from the cost of providing
non-commerdal services. The department will hold
the PTC accountable for its performance. Similar
accountability will be applied to private operators
through commercial contracts. As a result, the real
cost of providing transport services will be clear and
will distinguish between commercial operations and
community service obligations.
The bill facilitates these arrangements and its
provisions in this regard are consequential on
commencing establishment of new organisational
responsibilities. Clear authority is conferred on the
Secretary to the Department of Transport to enter
into contracts on behalf of the Crown for the
provision of transport services by the PTC and
private operators. Associated amendments are made
to the objects and functions of the department and to
the function of the PTc.
BLOOD ALCOHOL CONTROLS

The bill also introduces blood alcohol controls for
appropriate rail and tram workers. The term
'worker' is defined to include contractors, as well as
trainees and volunteers, on railway and tramway
systems throughout Victoria. I stress that the
purpose of the controls is to promote the safe
operation of those systems.
The introduction of blood alcohol controls for work
classed as 'safety work' on railway and tramway
systems is long overdue in Victoria. The community
rightly expects that such systems, be they mass
transit or tourist, will be safely operated. However,
safe operation will not exist where workers in
safety-sensitive jobs on those systems might be
affected by alcohol.
The bill establishes a zero blood alcohol requirement
for workers and provides for appropriate offences in
cases of non-compliance. In contrast to the pOSition
under the previous government, there will now be,
at least in the case of major train and tram operators,
two lines of protection against worker misuse of
alcohol. The first will be internal disciplinary
policies or codes. But these are not sufficient by
themselves and accordingly the second line of
protection will be the controls and offences
introduced by the bill. Nonetheless, I would expect a
court to take into account in mitigation of penalty
for an offence under the new legislation any
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disciplinary penalty meted out to a worker, as such
penalties can be quite substantial.
The need to further safeguard transport users and
other members of the public and to go beyond
internal policies and codes has led to the
introduction of similar statutory blood alcohol
controls elsewhere in Australia, prindpa1ly New
South Wales, as well as in a number of overseas
countries. Such blood alcohol controls have spread
to cover many different transport modes, such as
motor vehicles, aviation, shipping and boating, and
now to train and tram operations. It is easy to see
why such controls are needed. The potential
horrendous consequences of accidents arising out of
the use of alcohol in the case of each of these modes
is obvious to all, as we see all too regularly with
motor vehicle accidents.
The government has determined that zero is the
proper blood alcohol level to provide in the bill. The
community has a right to expect workers in such
safety-sensitive roles to have a zero blood alcohol
content. Logically the level could be no higher.
There would be no comfort in drivers, signal
operators, train controllers or any other workers
who can affect the safe operation of trains and trams
testing above zero. The community expects strict
standards in transport as shown, for example, by
requirements on bus drivers who have been subject
to a statutory zero blood alcohol content for a
number of years.
The classes of work to be covered by the bill have
been carefully considered to promote public safety
as the prime consideration. Nevertheless, a desirable
consequence of the bill will be that many workers
will work in safer workplaces.
I also wish to advise that this initiative has been the
subject of much consultation including with
industry and unions. The government thanks those
groups and especially recognises the very genuine
concern for safe system operation shown by those
unions that were closely interested. in the proposal
and whose contributions were most helpful.
CONsnnmON ACT 1975 -SECTION 85(5)
STATEMENT

I wish to make a statement under section 85(5) of the
Constitution Act 1975 of the reasons for altering or
varying that section of the Transport Act 1983 as
proposed to be amended by this bill.
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Clause 28 of the bill inserts a new section 255A in the
Transport Act, which is intended to alter or vary
section 85 of the Constitution Act to the extent
necessary to prevent the bringing before the
Supreme Court of an action of a kind referred to in
proposed new sections 96(12), 97(7) and 98(10).
Proposed new section 96(12) provides that no action
lies against a legally qualified medical practitioner in
respect of anything properly and necessarily done
by the practitioner in the course of taking any
sample of blood which the practitioner believed on
reasonable grounds was allowed to be taken under
proposed new section 96(8).
Proposed new section 97(7) provides that no action
lies against a doctor in respect of anything properly
and necessarily done by the doctor in the course of
taking any sample of blood which the doctor
believes on reasonable grounds was required or
allowed to be taken from a worker under new
section 97.

Thursday, 31 March 1994

Roads and Ports. Now all government functions
relating to taxis are to be centrally located.
The key functions of the vro are:
policy development and regulation reviewi
industry and consumer liaison/ consultation;
vehicle licensing;
drivercenificationiand
enforcement of regulations and standards.
The government is confident that its policy mandate
for the future development and improvement of the
taxi industry, which will be developed in
conjunction with that industry, will result in a
world-class taxi service that will meet taxi users'
needs and the needs of the tourism industry.
I commend the bill to the house.

Proposed section 98(10) provides that if a legally
qualified medical practitioner is requested to make
an examination or to collect a sample of blood for
the purposes of proposed section 98 and if the
worker to be examined or from whom a sample of
blood is to be collected has expressed consent to that
examination or collection, no action lies against the
legally qualified medical practitioner who acts in
accordance with that consent even if it subsequently
appears that the worker was in fact incapable, by
reason of his or her mental condition, of effectively
giving consent to the examination or collection.
The reason for preventing the bringing of
proceedings against medical practitioners who take
blood samples under sections 96, 97 and 98 as
proposed to be inserted in the Transport Act 1983 by
this bill is that, without such protection, such
medical practitioners would be reluctant to take a
blood sample from a worker as the prOvisions allow
and this would seriously impede the proper
operation of the legislation.

THE VICTORIAN TAXI DlREc..-rORATE
The bill also formally establishes the Victorian Taxi
Directorate (VTD) and provides it with powers to
facilitate the proper operation of the taxi industry.
This is a major government initiative. Matters
relating to taxis are now consolidated under the
Department of Transport reporting to my colleague
the Honourable Bill Baxter, MLC, the Minister for

Debate adjourned on motion of Mr BATCHELOR
(Thomastown).
Debate adjourned until Thursday, 14 April.

NATIONAL CRIME AUTHORITY
(STATE PROVISIONS) (AMENDMENT)
BILL
Second reading
Mr MeN AMARA (Minister for Police and
Emergency Services) - I move:
That this bill be now read a second time.

The National Crime Authority primarily investigates
major crime which was perpetrated or has victims in
or has effects on more than one Australian
jurisdiction. The National Crime Authority was
established by and operates under the
Commonwealth National Crime AuthOrity Act and
underpinning legislation in each Australian
jurisdiction. In Victoria, the underpinning legislation
is the National Crime AuthOrity (State Provisions)
Act 1984.
The National Crime Authority (State Provisions)
(Amendment) Bill is solely aimed at bringing
Victoria's underpinning legislation in line with the
Commonwealth Act, which has been amended on
two main occasions.

WITNESS PROTECTION (AMENDMENT) BILL
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Most of the amendments in the bill are purely
procedural, for example, the changing of 'Chairman'
to 'Chairperson', or deleting reference to 'acting
members of the authority' in individual sections
because a general provision already exists to permit
acting members to carry out all necessary functions.
The main amendment to be introduced by the bill is
the placing of notations on certain summonses or
notices issued by the authority. This process will
prevent the disclosure of information about the
notice or summons and matters associated with the
summons or notice. The making of a notation is
mandatory when the member issuing the notice or
summons is satisfied that disclosure of information
about the notice or summons could reasonably be
expected to prejudice the safety or reputation of any
person, the conduct of a fair trial against a person
charged or who may be charged with an offence, or
the effectiveness of the investigation.
The issuing member has a discretion whether or not
to make a notation where he or she believes any of
the above criteria may occur, or where not making a
notation might be contrary to the public interest.
Notations will therefore be made in the interests of
protecting both an investigation and the reputation
of the individual being investigated. In this context it
should be noted that the summons or notice is often
issued very early in the investigation as an
information gathering tool, and should the suspect
become aware of the investigation at this stage, time
would be available for him or her to hide or destroy
incriminating evidence, influence witnesses or
otherwise pervert the course of justice.
The notation itself can list exemptions to the
non-disclosure principle, and certain exemptions are
also included in the proposed act. The main
exemption is that the person on whom the
summons/notice is issued may disclose information
in seeking to obtain legal advice or legal aid.
Notations are cancelled when legal proceedings
commence, or where an investigation is completed
and no offence has been disclosed. When the notice
is cancelled the authority must inform the person on
whom the notice or summons was served. The
offence of unlawful disclosure of information
covered by a notation bears a penalty of up to one
year's imprisonment and a fine of $2000.

I commend the bill to the house.
Debate adjourned on motion of Mr HAERMEYER
(Yan Yean).

Debate adjourned until Tuesday, 19 April.

WITNESS PROTECflON
(AMENDMENTI BILL
Second reading
Mr McNAMARA (Minister for Police and
Emergency Services) - I move:
That this bill be now read a second time.

This bill simply seeks to extend the life of the
Witness Protection Act 1991 which will sunset on
23 April 1994.
The act empowers police to seek permission from
the Supreme Court to be able to issue new birth
certificates for individuals who give Significant
evidence in court against major criminals. This
process protects these witnesses from physical harm
or intimidation, assists them to commence a 'new
life' and encourages persons to come forward with
evidence about major criminal activity in this state.
The act has operated relatively smoothly, though
some complaints have been made to the Deputy
Ombudsman (police Complaints) and police are
themselves examining proposals for improvement to
the internal operation of the witness protection
scheme.
More Significant amendments to the act are
proposed for the 1994 spring sitting to account for
and facilitate the proposed commonwealth witness
protection scheme and, where appropriate, to make
legislative amendment to reflect recommendations
currently in the process of development by the
Deputy Ombudsman (police Complaints) and the
Victoria Police. Parliament will be given the
opportunity to fully scrutinise the act when more
Significant legislative proposals are put forward in
the spring sitting.
I commend the bill to the house.
Debate adjourned on motion of Mr HAERMEYER

Passage of the bill will assist the National Crime
Authority in its important work of serious crime
investigation.

(Yan Yean).

Debate adjourned until Tuesday, 19 April.

FOOD (AMENDMENT) BILL
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FOOD (AMENDMENT) BILL
Second reading
Debate resumed from 22 March; motion of
Mr GUDE (Minister for Industry and
Employment).
Mr TIIWAITES (Albert Park) -It is interesting
that the first bills I am dealing with as shadow
Minister for Health concern food, alcohol and drugs.
Dr Napthine - And poisons!
Mr TIIW AITES - I assure the house that
although I enjoy indulging in the first two, I do not
indulge in the latter.
The Food (Amendment) Bill is important. It seeks to
amend the Food Act to improve the administration
and regulation of the food industry in Victoria. It is
appropriate that a food bill should be the first bill I
handle as opposition spokesman, because in my
previous career as a barrister my first job concerned
the prosecution of food cases for local councils. I also
recall an occasion in the Owen Dixon Chambers
when all the other barristers were talking about their
murder cases, and I was asked, 'What are you doing,
Thwaites?'; I replied, 'Smelly hamburger in Bacchus
Marsh'. Soon after I graduated from Bacchus Marsh
to Williamstown courthouse, which had some
interesting and enjoyable cases. I learned quite a lot
about food from a former colleague of mine, Gary
Testro, at Price, Brent and from Food Law in Australia
by M. W. Gerkens, which was an extremely helpful
text.
The purpose of the Food Act is to protect the public
by ensuring that standards of purity and hygiene
apply to food that is for human consumption. In this
country we tend to take the availability of clean, safe
food somewhat for granted, but it has not always
been so, and it is certainly not so in all parts of the
world.
The minister's second-reading speech refers to the
book of Leviticus, which actually sent me running to
read the Bible, something I must confess I had not
done for some time.

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr THW AITES - It has been a real learning
experience. I now know that we 'may eat any animal
that has a split hoof completely divided and that
chews the cud'. In practical terms that meant the
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ancient Hebrews did not eat pig or rabbit meat, and
that approach has flowed through to other religions,
including the Islamic religion. Although it is well
accepted that many of our eating habits had a
religiOUS context, the health aspects are also
important. As a result of rules regarding cleanliness,
which was also referred to in Leviticus, the Hebrew
and Jewish communities were much healthier than
they otherwise would have been
At the beginning of the century there were cases in
the United States of America and Australia
involving massive scandals in the food and health
industries. Many of those cases were portrayed in
some famous novels. Honourable members will also
be aware of many individual cases. It is important
that we should not take the provision of healthy
food for granted. We must keep vigilant to ensure
that the food we eat is of a high standard and is not
adulterated.
In recent years there have been disturbing reports of
syringes being found in chickens and maggots in
sandwiches, and of the poor individual who
discovered that there was a new milkshake flavour,
crushed cockroaches, as he sucked the insects'
remains through a straw. Those instances were of
major concern to the unlucky people who consumed
that food. They should also be of concern to council
health surveyors who are responsible for enforcing
food legislation. Consumers have expressed concern
about the quality of the food available to them.
Many of my constituents have expressed concern to
me about the quality of food and standards in the
food industry. They are worried about the products
that are added to food and want to ensure that
products are labelled properly so that they can
recognise what those additives are.
La te last year a survey undertaken by the
Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research
Organisation revealed that 65 per cent of males and
78 per cent of females were worried about the levels
of additives and pesticides in imported foods. That
is of relevance to one of the amendments in the bill
which will limit the availability of the implied
warranty defence. There is dear community concern
about food additives, particularly in imported foods.

Another issue of concern is the number of cases
involving the deliberate contamination of food
whereby individuals, for whatever reasons, have
inserted contaminants - sometimes dangerous
contaminants - into food, perhaps for political or
commercial reasons but overwhelmingly because
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they have no understanding of the terrible
consequences of their actions.
Australia has a uniform food law system, although it
is probably not as uniform as it might be. As with
many arrangements where there is agreement for
common provisions, at the beginning the states are
full of enthusiasm, but as the years go by their acts
diverge. Australia has a national food standard that
is incorporated in every state act. It is important that
all honourable members carefully monitor that
standard to ensure that it continues. I am pleased
that it has been adopted by the Victorian act.
I have had difficulty in obtaining a copy of the
national food standard-Mr SteggaJl-And then understanding it!
Mr THWAITES - As the honourable member
for Swan Hill interjects, understanding it was an
even greater problem. It is probably the reason there
were many guilty pleas in the cases in which I acted
as prosecutor. "

The national scheme was introduced in Victoria in
1982 by the then Minister of Health, Mr Tom Roper,
and in the second-reading speech he said:
Before outlining these provisions it is necessary to
make the point that this bill preserves the essential
aspects of the model act, especially the heads of power
to make regulations.
This is of paramount importance as the real
significance of this legislation is to enable Victoria to
adopt proposed model food regulations and model
food hygiene regulations so that common standards for
food and for food packaging and labelling, can be
implemented right across Australia.

The legislation introduced by Mr Roper, the
honourable member for Coburg, was only one of the
many initiatives he introduced as health minister. As
I probably will not have another opportunity in
Parliament, I take this opportunity to pay tribute to
the honourable member for Coburg for his
contribution to this Parliament and to health services
in Victoria.
I will now concentrate on individual clauses of the
bill. Clause 5 relates to implied warranty defence.
The purpose of section 16 of the principal act is to
provide a defence to a defendant in a food
prosecution if that defendant purchases a food
product from a wholesaler and does not change the
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food in any way so that he is not responsible for any
contaminants or adulteration of that food. However,
a problem arises if the wholesaler is not in Victoria,
because if food is contaminated, the council cannot
charge anyone. There must be some limit on the
extent of this defence so that if the wholesaler is
outside Victoria, the retailer or middle wholesaler in
Victoria can be charged.
This amendment has been introduced to overcome a

loophole that occurred in a case involving the City of
Swan Hill. In that case the solicitors acting for the
council raised their concern with the health
department that the wholesaler, which was an
Egyptian company and which had delivered the
food to the retailer in Victoria, could not be charged
because the company was not in Victoria. The bill
limits that defence to a defence where the vendor
carries on business in Victoria.
The opposition supports the intention of that
provision, although I am concerned that the clause
may not achieve its stated purpose by using the
words, 'the vendor carries on business in Victoria'
because it may not cover businesses that have no
assets in Victoria, no registered office in Victoria and
no place to serve a summons. Accordingly, a council
may find that it may be impossible to proceed with a
charge when a retailer raises this defence and it then
tries to prosecute the vendor, who may be carrying
on business in the state but may not have a
registered office, premises or property in the state.
The New South Wales legislation is more specific,
particularly section 70(2), which provides that the
warranty defence may be relied on only if the
vendor is a person resident in New South Wales, a
corporation having a registered office in New South
Wales or a £inn having a place of business in New
South Wales. As soon as I was notified of this
problem I raised it with the minister but I do not
know if it has been addressed. The department may
need to look at that matter.
Apart from the section 16 defence, two other
defences are available to a retailer charged under the
Food Act firstly, the reasonable precautions defence
provided for in section 17; and, secondly, the retailer
can always bring to court a third party responsible
for the adulteration under section 46.
I turn now to clause 6 of the bill which refers to
notices which may be given by the chief general
manager or a council to close premises if there is
adulterated food or if certain action is not taken to
prevent the adulteration. My only concerns with this
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clause are with subclauses (l)(d) and (2)(a) in which
it appears that a notice can prescribe that certain

actions are to be taken to minimise adulteration of
food. TIlat seems to be completely inconsistent with
the absolute prohibition in the act of any
adulteration of food. Indeed adulteration of food is a
strict liability offence which carries a penalty of up
to $10 000. A council could be embarrassed if it were
to specify that a food vendor minimise adulteration
because it would appear that the council condones
that adulteration.
I turn now to clause 7 which refers to the powers of
authorised officers. Subclause (1) amends section 20
of the principal act to omit the requirement that a
delegate of the chief general manager has to hold a
prescribed qualification. It will allow the chief
general manager to authorise an officer to exercise
powers under the act even if he or she does not hold
the relevant qualifications. TIlat change is not
referred to in the second-reading speech. I have
raised this matter with the minister and she said that
it would be limited to envirorunent officers.
However, my reading of the bill together with
section 91 of the Local Government Act shows that
this delegation power would not be limited to
envirorunent officers. It would allow non-authorised
officers of the health department to carry out health
inspections. I am concerned about that because the
regulation of food is a complex area and officers
need to be properly qualified and trained in this
skilled and important job. Indeed, most municipal
health officers must complete a three-year course.
Food strikes at the heart of public health and it
would be inappropriate if this bill were to take away
the requirement for health officers in the health
department to be qualified.
I turn now to clause 16, which is a transitional clause.
Mr Richardson interjected.
Mr THW AITES - I am trying to deal with
clauses in the bill.
Mr Richardson interjected.
Mr THWAITES - I appreciate the assistance of
the honourable member for Forest Hill. I will
attempt to talk on the general themes -although I
intend to work together with the minister to achieve
the desired results.
The ACfING SPEAKER (Mr Jasper) - Order!
The honourable member for Albert Park seems to be
dealing with the bill clause by clause. I remind him
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that this is a second-reading debate, during which
the general principles of a bill are discussed. I am
aware of the circumstances, but I ask the honourable
member to keep that in mind.
Mr THW AITES - I am debating in general
terms whether the transitional provision dealing
with contracts for the sale of food will achieve the
objectives suggested in the second-reading speech. I
hope the minister will address my concerns by
having the provision amended, either here or in
another place.
The bill removes the requirement to register food
vending machines. The second-reading speech says
that that will not amount to a change in practice
because food vending machines are already
exempted under section 38. The opposition has no
qUibble with the repealing of the requirement.
However, I am concerned about the justification
used in the second-reading speech - that food sold
through most vending machines is now prepacked
and therefore does not present a particular risk to
public health. The vast majority of food we buy is
prepacked, which does not in any way eliminate the
risk of contamination. Some of the most famous
cases of contamination - needles found in Pepsi
cans in the United States and the salmonella scares
in Australia over the years - have occurred in cans
of drink and tins of food. Those types of processes
present particular risks. I should have thought that
that justification is not valid.
My final point concerns the delegation powers in
clause 14. The clause extends a council's delegation
powers by including the short-circuiting
discretionary powers in section 46 of the principal
act. Section 98 of the Local Government Act contains
a general discretionary power allowing a council to
delegate any of its powers duties or functions under
that or any other act. It has been suggested to me
that clause 14 could demonstrate an intention on the
part of the Parliament to somehow limit that
section - and I do not put it any higher than that. I
do not believe it demonstrates that intention. It may
well be that it has been included in an excess of
caution to make it clear that a council has that
delegation power.
The opposition supports the bill. Food standards
and regulations are vital to our continued good
health and well-being, and the amendments are
clearly directed at improving the regulation of the
food industry.
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Mr STEGGALL (Swan Hill) - I thank the
opposition for supporting the legislation and for
raising some legal issues associated with it. The legal
background of the shadow Minister for Health was
evident in his first contribution since being elected
as opposition spokesman. He examined the
legislation through the eyes of a barrister rather than
through those of a politician. Nevertheless, as a
legislator I appreciate his raising those issues, which
will have to be clarified before the bill is passed.

The bill deals with that rare parliamentary subject,
food standards. When the complementary National
Food AuthOrity (NFA) legislation was debated in the
house in 1992 many honourable members did not
understand either the work of the authority or its
relationship with the Parliament and the state - and
the authority's relationship with the other states and
territories was also confused.
It was not until I became involved with the authority

through Food Victoria that I was able to understand
that the states had an important role to play. For the
first time I discovered that politicians had interesting
points of view on many of the functions the NFA
had been carrying out for some time.
Vitamin and mineral standards are issues that have
been floating around state bureaucracies and the
scientific world for 14 years. Those issues are yet to
be tackled, and the course being adopted by the
NFA means that it will be another 4, 5 or 6 years
before we resolve issues to do with the fortification
of food with vitamin and mineral additives.
Legislators throughout Australia must come to grips
with the testing of food. They must recognise the
importance of clarifying what they want food
standards to achieve. They need to work out
whether they want food standards to apply to the
health and safety aspects of imported food or
whether they want them to apply to a whole range
of consumer interests.
That debate will start this year. We must clarify
what we, as legislators, want food standards to
contain, not only in Victoria but throughout
Australia. Through Food Victoria the Victorian
government is endeavouring to convince the
responsible commonwealth minister to direct the
National Food AuthOrity and the food standards
review towards an examination of health and safety
issues and the quality of the information provided to
consumers as a matter of major concern. The
government and the industry are trying to achieve
that goal.
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Food Victoria has brought together the various
heads of the Victorian food industry - in other
words, the heads of the Australian food
industry - government representatives and senior
bureaucrats to try to reach a clear understanding of
what the food standards should include.
Recently a health minister's council meeting in
Western Australia discussed the vitamin and
mineral issue, which has been debated for a number
of years. The Minister for Health led the charge to
try to instil a sense of direction and the right
approach in the scientific and bureaucratic fields.
Her efforts to resolve the issue were supported by
the other state and commonwealth ministers.
The communique stated that the National Food
AuthOrity (NFA) had a responsibility to report to the
council within two months on the approach the
authority will take to food standards, and I look
forward to the outcome. Based on the discussions I
had with members of the authority earlier this week,
I understand that there has been a change of heart
and that the authority now understands that the
ministers who make up the council have had
enough of going around in circles. We must ensure
that uniform food standards are adhered to
throughout Australia.
I also discussed the pOSSibility of the harmonisation
of Australian and New Zealand food standards.
Food Victoria will use its links with the food
industry, the government and the bureaucracy to
hold discussions with New Zealand authorities to
try to achieve a standard Australasian approach to
food regulation. We must become cleverer in this
area. Over the years our approach to the inclusion of
food standards from other areas has been half
hearted. Some scientists and bureaucrats believe we
should have an international food standards policy.
Over the past year Victoria has argued strongly that
any government wishing to run a nutrition policy
should do so separately and not under the guise of
food standards. The second-reading speech refers to
a matter in Swan Hill, which I call the bee-in-the-jam
affair. The matter attracted a lot of interest in Swan
Hill because it related to imported fruit productsin this case, jam. Matters such as this are watched
with some interest, especially in our horticultural
and agricultural areas. The adulterated food
product came from Egypt. The City of Swan Hill
and its health surveyor attempted to resolve the
matter, which ended up in court but did not go to
judgment. Although the amending provisions were
never tested, there was a belief there were
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reasonable grounds for success. The clause will
clarify the matter. I appreciate the comments made
by the shadow minister and I hope that while the
bill is between here and another place a common
approach will achieve the result desired by both the
government and the opposition.
The jam issue also came to the notice of the tities of
Chelsea, Springvale and Knox, but the producing
and consuming sectors give a different weighting to
the importance of adulterated food products. The
City of Swan Hill tried to resolve a problem of
which all of us are aware. The standards that are
applied to imported products are not always the
same as those applied to domestic products. As a
result, governments both state and federal are
becoming more aware of the quality of imported
food products.
I turn to the matter of clean food, the production and
marketing of which Australia - and Victoria, in
particular - prides itself on. Australia is perceived
as one of the world's cleanest food producers, a
reputation we must protect and improve wherever
we can.
The National Food Authority has four areas of
responsibility, some of which it shares with the
Australian Quarantine Inspection Service. The first
area of responsibility is the Australian Market
Basket Survey. The survey was first conducted in the
1970s and is now an annual event. The primary aim
of the survey is to protect public health by
determining the total intake of contaminants in the
normal diets of people of different ages and sex. So it
determines the total residue and contaminant load
rather than examining the quality of foodstuffs and
agricultural produce per se.
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The NRS has operated since the early 19605 and
continues to increase in size and complexity. There
is an annual random testing program of 50 000
samples, 85 per cent of which are meat. It monitors
residues in raw plant and animal materials - meat,
eggs, honey, grains, fruit, vegetables and some
processed dairy products, and it will soon cover
farmed fish. It monitors more than 100 residues of
agricultural and horticultural chemicals, veterinary
drugs, food additives, environmental contaminants
and some heavy metals. The program enables
domestic and international consumers to feel
confident about the quality and safety of the food
they eat.
I turn to the surveillance databank, which has been
around for some time and which involves the
incorporation of all the available infonnation on
food standards and contamination at the
international, national, state and municipal levels. I
hope the National Food Authority will encourage
the progress of the databank because it will join up
very well with state initiatives designed to make
sure that the production of food is properly
understood, that the containers used are safe and
that we monitor our products to the best of our
ability. The completed food standards review will
streamline those initiatives.
The commonwealth government is also examining
the inspection procedures for imported food. The
three categories are high risk, medium risk and
general risk. I am assured that all high risk imported
products are tested and that the medium and
general risk products are tested according to
concerns that may arise at the time. It has long been
felt that imported food products are not subject to
the same standards of inspection as our own
products--

In every season except summer shopping lists are

compiled and baskets of goods are purchased from
retail outlets in three randomly selected areas of
each capital city. The purchased foods are cooked or
prepared as they would be in the home and samples
of the prepared food are analysed. The Australian
Market Basket Survey has the scope to look for
contaminants in food, such as food additives,
extractive solvents and chemicals leached from food
containers, which are outside the scope of other
surveys. Detailed results are forwarded to the World
Health Organisation (WHO) for inclusion in both the
international databank and WHO-FAO publications
throughout the world.
A National Residues Survey (NRS) is conducted by
the Department of Primary Industries and Energy.

Mr Baker -It's absolutely ridiculous!
Mr STEGGALL - It is ridiculous that the
standards for home-grown products are not applied
to imported products. Fortunately that is changing,
and I am sure our minister's intervention in Perth
recently, combined with the industry's efforts and
the interest the Premier and Food Victoria have in
this issue, will bring some commonsense to the
regulations. Enormous progress has been made in
the past six to eight months.
The discussions that were held with Senator
Richardson's staff before he retired were positive,
and I cannot help wondering how matters will
progress with the new minister; however, I am sure
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she will be keen to see that a good understanding of
the standards is in place and that our trading
partners in New Zealand and throughout the
commonwealth have a sensible approach to the
standards and regulations and the testing of
imported products. I could tell some fwmy stories
about food imports: for example, often when we
wish to sell an imported product to another country
it does not meet our own export standards! I hope
such occurrences will soon be a thing of the past.
At the state level the clean agricultural program is
carried out by the Department of Agriculture. We
are trying to get farmers to understand the
importance of their methods of producing and
handling their products, the impact they have down
the line in the processing, marketing and packaging
areas and their general responsibilities as primary
producers. They must appreciate the value of the
way they produce their products. The program was
established in 1987 after problems occurred on the
peninsula, and it is progressing well.
Food Victoria is a statewide surveillance program
that compiles information about the food testing that
is conducted throughout the state. It starts at the
municipal level with environmental health officers.
Food Victoria is getting its act together, and I hope it
will be successful and will become part of the
national d.atabank that is being established.
Environmental health officers are the people at the
front line.
It was a municipal health officer who started the ball
rolling in respect of the earlier legislation. Every year
the officers take three samples for every 1000 head of
population in their municipality, and the foods are
tested to make sure they are up to standard. While it
is a random sample operation, their attention is
drawn because of a strong network that alerts them
to areas where a certain food or food outlet might
create problems.
This subject is long overdue for debate. We must
understand what the regulations and standards are
all about The government is trying to introduce
national food standards and is concentrating on the
health and safety issues and the outcomes for the
entire industry. There will be many public
arguments and discussions about consumer rights
and requirements and it is easy to get bogged down.
I hope all governments will understand that
Australia wants to make sure the food it produces
and markets internationally is safe. We are
concerned about consumer protection and the
objectives of fair trading, promotion of trading and
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commerce and harmonisation. Those issues need to
be resolved but they cannot be resolved Simply by
food standards, which are designed to give
confidence to consumers who will understand that it
is a health and safety matter. If governments wish to
deal with other areas they should do so - I have no
problem with that --:- but that should not be through
the impOSition of the food standards of the nation.
I welcome the legislation and repeat that it is nice to
have a minister who is keen to participate in the
issue of food standards. Federal and state health
ministers are busy people, and the food standards
issue is not high on their agenda. In fact, the health
minister in the last government did not realise that
she had responsibility for food standards until the
issue was raised with her. I understand that it is not
a big issue for health ministers, but it is important
for Australians and Victorians and their industries
that we get food standards right and that there is
harmonisation, which I believe can be achieved.
Much ground has been made this week, particularly
with New Zealand.
The bill will make the introduction, processing,
packaging and marketing of our food products
throughout the world far easier than it is at present.
Mr BATCHELOR (Thomastown) - The
observations of the honourable member for Swan
Hill were prophetic: the act and the regulations are
not uppermost in the minds of health ministers.
Earlier this year I wrote to the Minister for Health
about her administration of the Food Act and its
regulations. I was disappointed that when an
opportunity was presented for the house to address
food standards, the minister took no steps to correct
the matter I raised with her.
The bill presents the minister with the ideal
opportunity for her and the government to show
their commitment to the changes to the Food Act
and food regulations necessary to address the
ongoing problem of food premises trying to increase
their sales by providing a topless service, both
within the establishment and through a home and
factory delivery service.
I specifically refer the minister to the business
known as McTits, located at Settlement Road,
Thomastown. This business is the sleaziest of the
sleazy, the lowest of the low, and action should be
taken against it. On 8 March this year I raised with
the minister during the adjournment debate my
abhorrence of the topless sandwich shop trading as
McTits. The minister gave an encouraging response,
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acknowledging no support or sympathy for such a
business. Referring to the topless sandwich shop in
Thomastown, the minister stated:
... which I find offensive and which I do not believe is
in the best interests of women.

She continued:
I have asked my department to examine the food
regulations to see whether any breach has occurred and
what powers the department has at its disposal. If there
are powers to deal with the issue, they will be enforced.
I will do everything possible within the regulatory
powers available to the department. Appropriate action
will be taken under the regulations.

Since that matter was raised in Parliament on
8 March, the business has continued to operate. It is
boasting that it is preparing to extend its operations
into other areas.
Mr DOYLE (Malvern) -On a point of order,
Mr Acting Speaker, although I object to the salacious
and sensationalist opportwUsm and cheap politics of
the member, my point of order concerns standing
order no. 99, which deals with digression from
debate. The honourable member for Thomastown
has just quoted the minister. No member would
question the seriousness of the matter he raises, but
there is not even a tenuous connection between the
matter he is raising and the bill. Instead of
continuing this cheap political diatribe, I challenge
the honourable member to state the clause to which
the matter he is raising relates. I put it to you,
Mr Acting Speaker, that under standing order no. 99
this is a digression and you should sit the member
down.
Mr BATCHELOR (Thomastown) - On the point
of order, Mr Acting Speaker, it is ironic that despite
the fact that the bill deals with regulations in the
Food Act and I am talking about those regulations,
the honourable member for Malvern is trying to
stifle debate. It is interesting that during the
previOUS contribution the Acting Speaker had drawn
to his attention the fact that during the
second-reading debate members are not supposed to
refer to the bill clause by clause. I put it to you,
Mr Acting Speaker, that the matter I am referring
to - the regulations in the Food Act - are covered
by the bill and that it is appropriate for me to
continue.
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The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Cunningham) Order! Enough has been said on the issue. I believe
the honourable member is within the established
traditional areas covered by the second-reading
debate. There is no point of order.
Mr BATCHELOR - It is disappointing that
members of the government are trying to prevent
me raising this issue in Parliament. It will not be
looked upon favourably in my electorate or the
wider electorate that members of the government
are giving tacit support to this type of offensive
business.

The ACTING SPEAKER - Order! I did not
uphold the point of order, but I suggest to the
honourable member for Thomastown that he should
not overdo it.
Mr BATCHELOR - The Parliament has the
opportunity to ensure that the government has
sufficient and proper powers to deal with
establishments such as McTits. The opposition
wants the minister to take action. A promise was
made earlier this month, but the minister has failed
to deliver. Either the regulations are sufficient as
they stand and action should have been taken
already, or if they are insufficient to deal with such
sleazy businesses this is the ideal opportunity for the
government and the minister to honour that
commitment and introduce to Parliament a measure
containing sufficient powers to enable the
government to act decisively and quickly.
If the government does not have sufficient powers
within its arsenal to deal with such offensive
businesses, I ask the minister to reconsider aspects of
the bill and to make the necessary amendments
before it is debated in the upper house so that the
issue can be dealt with decisively once and for all.
The opposition believes that is the appropriate way
to go about this.

To get an understanding of the sleazy nature of the
business, one need only go to a recent edition of the
Picture magazine, which shows a partially clad male
with long barbecue tongs chasing a topless shop
assistant with a long-bladed knife who is slashing
backwards at her pursuer. This is the sort of image
that McTits wants to create in the public mind, and
it is this sort of business The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Richardson) Order! The honourable member, having made his
reference to this issue - and I believe it came within
the ambit of the bill dealing with health regulations

FOOD (AMENDMENT) BILL
Thursday. 31 March 1994

ASSEMBLY

and food service - should address his remarks
specifically to matters that are dealt with in the bill.
Undue concentration on the subject that he has dealt
with should be discontinued.
Mr BATCHELOR - What I was saying is that
McTits creates an image or impression, and this bill
is inadequate to deal with it. The minister stated her
commitment in regard to the issue, and in her
second-reading speech she said:
The purpose of this bill is to resolve some legal and
administrative problems which have arisen since the
enactment of the Food Act in 1984.

Central to my contribution today I point out that
there are administrative problems that arise under
this act for the minister in dealing wi.th the
commitment she gave to me. I may be wrong; it may
be that the minister has already received advice
which will enable her to close down this type of
establishment and prevent others from opening, but
if that is not the case it would have been wise and of
benefit to the people of the northern suburbs and
women in particular to have those regulations
already in force. If no prOvisions exist, as I said
before, this is the ideal opportunity for the
government to resolve those problems.
One of the pther areas of government regulation that
is available to the minister under another act is the
administration of cleanliness regulations, which are
due to expire in May of this year. As I understand
the new draft regulations, they will not prevent
topless sandwich shops and home delivery services
from being in business, so in either case it appears
that these regulations were framed at a time when it
was never envisaged that people would want to
serve or deliver food while only partially dressed. It
is clear that in this instance the regulations are not
sufficient and that in the forthcoming regulations
under the other acts they will also be inadequate.
In conclusion I ask the minister once again to take
this matter into consideration and to amend the bill
before it reaches the upper house so this matter can
be resolved once and for all.
Or NAPTHINE (Portland) - Let me say from the
outset that honourable members on the government
side appreciate the support of the opposition on this
legislation. In his speech the lead speaker for the
opposition, the honourable member for Albert Park,
addressed major parts of the bill and made
suggestions concerning areas that should be
examined.
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It is important to put in context this whole debate
concerning food regulations and food legislation,
and my colleague the honourable member for Swan
Hill, who has long had a great interest in this area,
made a very positive contribution concerning the
national food standards and how they fit in with the
Victorian regulation system.
It goes almost without saying that we need to
remind everybody in Victoria and throughout
Australia that we are the leading food producers in
the world in terms not only of quantity but of
quality - the cleanliness and wholesomeness of our
foods. Australia is recognised throughout the world
as a source of clean, wholesome food. In my
previous career with the Department of Agriculture
I found there was strong emphasis in the
department, as the honourable member for Swan
Hill pointed out, on ensuring that the quality
standard of our food was maintained.

While much of our food in Australia and Victoria is
exported as a raw product, such as wheat and
barley, considerably more is now being processed
within Australia, and it is a clear future direction for
Victoria and Australia. Certainly the leadership
being provided by the Kennett government in
promoting the food processing industries in this
state will ensure that it remains a very Significant
industry not only now but well into the future as we
seek to provide food to the world, particularly to the
growing Asian markets. I am talking about food not
just in its raw form but in the value-added processed
form.
For those circumstances to occur the government
needs to guarantee that Victoria has proper
standards to ensure not only that food is fit for
human consumption but also that any processes or
additives put into food to help with its preservation
or preparation are dearly identified.
As stated in the second-reading speech and by the
honourable member for Albert Park, history shows
that over the centuries races and nations of people
have been determined in their efforts to ensure that
dean food was supplied to their people. Indeed,
many of those rulings became religious laws and
codes of practice in the broadest sense for those
communities. The honourable member for Albert
Park mentioned references to food in the Bible and
the book of Leviticus and referred to the situation of
Jewish and Muslim people who will not eat pork.
That practice is soundly based on reasons of hygiene
and health, because for many centuries the pigs of
the world - and I make it dear that disease does
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not exist in the Australian pig industry - were
afflicted with a parasite called Trichinella spiralis
which resides in the flesh of pigs. If the meat was not
cooked properly all the way through, the people
who consumed it got very ill and could die within
hours of consuming it if it was heavily contaminated
with Trichinella spiralis.
Clearly that was a sound and logical basis for the
peoples of ancient times to say that eating pig meat
was dangerous and therefore they ought to have a
rule or a code of practice not to eat pig meat because
pigs are scavengers and therefore unclean. lbat was
the rule that was built up and is now translated into
the religiOUS laws of both the Jewish and Muslim
faiths. That shows how people over time have
treated food laws, and as time goes on it is
important that we adapt to different ways of
assessing whether food is wholesome and clean.
In recent decades there have been two basic
approaches to regulations concerning food and other
areas. The first approach is the older, more
traditional prescriptive style of regulation that states
in fine detail how things are to be done and may
include, for instance, a prescription of what sort of
surface must be on the floor of a sandwich shop and
how high the lino must go up on the walls so they
can be kept dean.

People can be prosecuted or taken to court because
the prescriptive standards, which often bear no
relationship to the quality of food in that shop, are
not met. Indeed, the other approach to regulation is
what is broadly called an outcome-based standard
where there may be concern about the quality of the
food produced in a factory or shop. The quality will
be measured by examining the food produced; if it is
found to be inadequate or contaminated, the
government will take action.
The government's approach to food is moving more
to an outcome-based standard not only in the food
industry but also in the meat industry where the
government is moving towards quality assurance
methods rather than adopting a prescriptive base.
lbat approach is also being adopted in the dairy
industry and the car industry, where the emphasis is
on the outcomes rather than stipulating the strength
of steel in each car. The bill addresses that process
because food regulations are regarded as part of that
process. We are moving more to an outcome-type
standard and taking action when necessary.
I commend the bill to the house, and I am pleased it
is supported by both sides of the house. Having
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contacted major organisations such as the Municipal
Association of Victoria and the association
representing environmental health officers, I can
assure the house that the legislation has widespread
community support.
Mrs TEHAN (Minister for Health) - I thank the
opposition and the honourable members who have
contributed to the debate for their support of what
are very important amendments to the act. Food
impacts on religious customs and practices; the
house has heard as many biblical references or
quotations in this debate as have been heard in any
other debate during this session.

There can be no doubt about the social implications
involved in the consumption of food; the honourable
member for Swan Hill referred to its application in
trade and industry, and in agriculture. The debate
has been wide ranging, but pertinent comments
have been made about the need to continue to
require high standards in the preparation of food.
Everyone benefits from such high standards.
Late last night the honourable member for Albert
Park raised with me a number of technical and legal
concerns. His concerns have been raised again this
morning. I suggest we consider all of the honourable
member's suggestions because on the face of it it
appears some may have merit while others could be
argued. Those concerns will be dealt with when the
bill reaches the other house. It may be decided in
that place that minor amendments should be made
to the bill as a result of the concerns expressed by the
honourable member.
Again I thank the opposition for its support. I thank
the members of my health committee under its
convenor, the honourable for Portland, Or Napthine,
for carefully examining this legislation. The
honourable member for Thomastown said that other
amendments to the act should have been made
because of a specific problem he raised with me and
of which I am conscious, but he does not realise the
complexities of introducing legislation into this
place. The preparation of the bill commenced about
eight months ago. The government had hoped it
would have been ready for introduction at the end
of the spring 1993 sessional period but because of
the need. for technical correctness and accuracy, it
was held over until now.
Certainly the bill has been well scrutinised by
members of the health committee, and the
regulatory and legal sections of my department have
worked closely on it. They have received
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correspondence from the Municipal Association of
Victoria, the Victorian Hospitals Association, the
City of Waverley, the Australian Institute of
Environmental Health and, importantly, the
Institute of Hospital Catering, all of which have
examined the amendments contained in the bill and
are pleased to endorse its principles. All have
expressed their appreciation of the bill as it is now
before the house.
The combined effort involved in the preparation of
the bill will lead to an improvement in standards to
the benefit of all Victorians. The legislation will
continue to maintain and enhance the excellent
standards in Victoria's food production industry. I
commend the bill to the house.
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Mr SERCOMBE (Niddrie) -Out of deference to
the Chair, Mr Speaker.
Mr GUDE (Minister for Industry and
Employment) - I will even ignore the withdrawal!
The facts are that a briefing was given to the heads
of the quaSi-autonomous bodies on the industrial
relations strategy that is being undertaken by the
Victorian government. Mr Ian Douglas, QC,
attended and an officer from my department also
presented to the meeting, and no reference was
made to any major changes to the federal Industrial
Relations Act. This and other assertions that have
been made in question time yesterday and today by
the Leader of the OppOSition are wrong.

Airshow Down-under
Motion agreed to.
Read second time.
Passed remaining stages.

Mrs HENDERSON (Geelong) - Will the
Minister for Industry and Employment infonn the
house of the government's attitude to the running of
the Airshow Down-under at Avalon Airport in
March 1995?

Sitting suspended 12.55 p.m. until 2.05 p.m.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE
Federal industrial relations reforms
Mr BRUMBY (Leader of the Opposition) - I
refer the Minister for Industry and Employment to
the briefing of the heads of statutory authorities
which was held on Tuesday, 15 March in room K in
Parliament House at 5.30 p.m. at which Mr Ian
Douglas, QC, outlined the government's position on
changes to the federal Industrial Relations Act when
he indicated that the government's legal challenge in
the High Court was unlikely to be successful. Will
he infonn the house whether he was at that meeting?

Mr GUDE (Minister for Industry and
Employment) - I thank the Leader of the
Opposition for his question; however, I shall correct
the facts in it. Firstly, the meeting was not to brief
members of the quasi-autonomous bodies on the
changes to federal industrial relations legislation but
toadvise-Mr Sercombe interjected.
The SPEAKER -Order! The Deputy Leader of
the Opposition has used an unparliamentary
expression, which I ask him to withdraw.

Mr GUDE (Minister for Industry and
Employment) - Unlike the yapping jackals on the
backbench of the oppOSition, the honourable
members for Geelong, Bellarine, and South Barwon,
and Mr Hartigan in another place who represents
Geelong Province, might be called the Geelong
coalition team. They are deeply committed to the
airshow. The government has committed $2 million
to secure the event for 1995 and, through contractual
arrangements, to secure the event to the year 2009 or
2011 depending upon the frequency with which it is
held.
The previous airshow, which honourable members
who had an interest in it will recall, was conducted
at a time of exceedingly inclement weather.
Following that KPMG Peat Marwick undertook an
economic benefits analysis of the airshow which
indicated that Victoria obtained an economic benefit
of approximately $45.6 million. The government
believes it is worthwhile to make further investment
in another airshow.
Mr DOLLlS (Richmond) -On a point of order,
Mr Speaker, the house has a great desire for the
Premier to answer a question. I wonder whether the
previous question should have been directed to the
Premier.
The SPEAKER - Order! There is no point of
order.
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An Honourable Member - Sit down!

Mr DOLLIS - The young thugs on the opposite
side should keep quiet.
The SPEAKER - Order! There is no point of
order.
.
Mr GUDE (Minister for Industry and
Employment) - I realise now how ill-infonned the
opposition is. Let me make it clear for the
honourable member for Richmond. It is a matter that
comes directly within my portfolio; even the Leader
of the Opposition would not be so stupid as to make
the comments you have just made.
The aerospace and aviation industry is of vital
importance to Victoria. That sector is fast growing,
notwithstanding the difficulties that it has had at an
intemationallevel. The government has identified a
zoning area between Fishermens Bend, Point Cook,
and down to Avalon as a key aerospace region
within Australia and particularly Victoria. I inform
the house that the industry employs some 8000
workers and has a turnover of some $600 million.
The government's support for Aerospace
Technologies of Australia Pty Ltd at Avalon is
significant and has resulted in that organisation
winning major contracts from All Nippon Airways
and from British Airways. I understand why
opposition members do not want to hear about good
news. They do not want to hear about jobs or
initiatives; but some people do. Perhaps they will be
more interested when I inform them that yesterday
one of their colleagues from Canberra, Senator
Robert Ray, the Minister for Defence, made a
commitment that the next major purchase in the
defence area would be in the aerospace sector.
Where do you think we are likely to get some
benefits? Down at Avalon! That is part of the reason
for this particular approach.
We have the opportunity for the greatest speed
show on land and on sea as a consequence of the
grand prix and arguably one of the best
international air show expos in the country let alone
the world coming to this state. The government will
not turn its back on that opportunity; the opposite is
the case. It has worked to achieve it, it has put up the
money and is negotiating with the organisation to
secure it for the future.
I contrast that with the mealy-mouthed attempt by
the honourable member for Geelong North to move
that the house adjourn. He has had no interest or
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involvement in and no commitment to the process
whatsoever.
I conclude by simply quoting the words of Mr Ian
Honnery in a conversation he had with me this
mOrning, 'Phil, we will walk through the fires of hell
before we let this get away from Victoria'.
Have no doubt. It is secure. It will be here.

Met bus services
Mr BATCHELOR (Thomastown) - I refer the
Minister for Public Transport to the Met bus scheme
and to his flawed defence to Parliament that the
evaluation of the tender process was carried out by
Price Waterhouse. I ask the minister to advise the
house of when he first became aware that Price
Waterhouse were the tax agents and consultants for
Jim Bosnjak's bus company?
Mr BROWN (Minister for Public Transport) - I
first became aware of that allegation when I read of
it in the media. I would denote Price Waterhouse as
one of the best firms in this nation. For the
honourable member for Thomastown to impugn
that firm in this house is an outrage.
Upon inquiry, the Department of Transport was
informed that the Melbourne partners have a
separate operation to the Sydney partners and they
deny absolutely any conflict of interest. The house
must understand that this honourable member,
along with the mouthpiece for the Labor Party, is
running a classic ALP conspiratOrial theory. They
are making allegations, and whether they are false or
not is of no interest to those honourable members.
They are saying that nobody is denying the
allegations, therefore they must be true.
The honourable member has not presented one
shred of evidence to back up the smears he has
made. There is no question that he has smeared one
of the most reputable firms in Australia in so far as
accounting procedures are concerned. The firm that
he is impugning, namely, Roger Graham and
Associates, has previously worked for a large
number of individuals and organisations. It is only
proper that the house understands the breadth and
experience of the company.
The firm has been employed by the New South
Wales government. In fact, the head of the firm
worked as director of development for the Urban
Transport Authority and he was a board member of
the State Transit Authority in New South Wales. In

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE
Thursday, 31 March 1994

ASSEMBLY

both positions he had the responsibility for buses
and ferries. He has also been employed as the
marketing manager for the New South Wales
railways and has been engaged as a consultant by
virtually dozens of bus companies around the
nation. The company has worked for the New South
Wales Bus and Coach Association-Mr BATCHELOR (Thomas town) - On a point of
order, Mr Speaker, I raise the question of relevance.
All this week I have asked specific questions of the
Minister for Public Transport, which he has not
answered. Today for the first time he has prOvided
an answer; he indicated that he did not know of the
relationship until he read about it in the paper. I put
it to you, Sir, that he has concluded his answer.
The SPEAKER - Order! There is no point of
order. The minister's reply is relevant, but I ask him
to conclude his answer.
Mr BROWN (Minister for Public Transport) - I
find it truly amazing that the honourable member
for Thomastown complained that I have not
answered questions but because I have answered
this one I should sit down. It is just unbelievable!
TIlis company has also undertaken work for the
New South Wales Bus and Coach Association and
the Australian Bus and Coach Association, of which
the Victorian Bus Proprietors Association is one of
the largest members. With this conspiratOrial
theory - without one shred of evidence being put
forward - the honourable member is impugning
not simply the names of individuals but also the
name of one of the most reputable accountancy
finns in this nation.
The conumm.ity will judge this individual. It is a
direct reflection on the Leader of the OppOSition that
he is prepared to allow a member of his front bench
to impugn a firm with the reputation of Price
Waterhouse. It is outrageous and it is something he
will rue.

Regional veterinary laboratories
Mr TURNER (Bendigo West) - Will the Minister
for Agriculture inform the house what benefits will
flow to Victoria from private sector involvement in
managing and operating Victoria's four regional
veterinary laboratories?
Mr W. D. McGRATH (Minister for
Agriculture) - The honourable member for Bendigo
West, who has had a specific interest in this subject
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for some time, has been helpful and supportive in
the process of tendering out the operation of
veterinary laboratories in regional Victoria.
All honourable members should understand that the
veterinary laboratories were established in the late
1960s or early 19705 for the specific purpose of
dealing with the eradication of brucellosis and
tuberculosis in cattle herds.
An honourable member interjected.
Mr W. D. McGRATH - We will get around to
that - under you they would have!
The SPEAKER - Order! The minister will ignore
interjections.
Mr W. D. McGRATH - It is fair to say that the
arrangements in respect of Centaur International Pty
Ltd are coming to fruition. I give the farming
conununity and all honourable members an absolute
assurance that the contractual arrangements to be
entered into will be directed towards ensuring that
issues of animal health are dealt with appropriately
in the contract.
Conunents from the shadow minister for agriculture
and rural affairs demonstrate that she is purely
carrying the can for the State Public Services
Federation, which is trying to scuttle the
negotiations. Those negotiations will result in
additional job opportunities in regional Victoria,
rather than what was proposed in the Baker review.
A document entitled Review of Agricultural Research
in Victoria, which was prepared while the
honourable member for Sunshine was the minister
responsible for agriculture in the former
government, states:
... all regional veterinary laboratories should be subject
to a further revenue assessment within two years of the
introduction of charges for diagnostic services. After
this assessment, DARA should critically examine
whether all four regional veterinary laboratories should
remain.

There is no doubt that if the Labor government had
remained in office it would have closed those
laboratories.
I have taken the conscious view that the laboratories
provide a great deal of expertise to the farming
conununity. The contractual arrangements with
Centaur International will provide potential for
expanded job and business opportunities at
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Hamilton, Bendigo, Baimsdale and Benalla. It is a
real opportunity to increase the number of jobs at
the laboratories from the current 54 to something
like 200 by the year 2000. All we get from the
shadow minister for agriculture and rural affairs is
harping. If she wishes to help agriculture it is time
she took a positive view and lent some support,
rather than simply carrying the can for the State
Public Services Federation, which is concerned only
about protecting its union base.
The program the government is undertaking will
provide positive benefits to the farming community
and workers in the industry and will increase the
potential for the creation of new job and business
opportunities in Victoria. The program echoes what
the government is on about

Ambulance services
Mr rnwAITES (Albert Park) - I refer the
Minister for Health to the contracting-out of
ambulance services, and I ask: was a tender process
conducted prior to the appointment of seven
subcontracting firms which now provide services
formerly carried out by the Metropolitan Ambulance
Service?
Mrs TEHAN (Minister for Health) - I thank the
honourable member for his question. He is
obviously showing a real interest in ambulances no doubt briefed by the ambulance union, which is
the basis of all his information - and is now
examining a new, innovative and effective means of
improving the productivity of the Metropolitan
Ambulance Service.

When the honourable member raised a similar
question earlier this week I said it was apparent that
although at the end of at least the last five years of
Labor government the Metropolitan Ambulance
Service had absorbed a 50 per cent increase in
funding there had been a reduction in the number of
cases treated and no improvement in the response
time. The ambulance industry, like the health
industry, was operating at the behest of the
Ambulance Employees Union of Victoria.
Psychiatric services could not be improved under
Labor because the union - -

Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER - Order! Will the minister please
resume her seat. The honourable member for
Melbourne is interjecting time and again. His
behaviour is unacceptable.
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Mrs TEHAN - The Health and Community
Services Union dominated health decision making
under the Labor government and the ambulance
union dominated decisions about the prOvision of
ambulance services.
The only effective way of breaking that stranglehold
of influence is to introduce a comparative and
competitive means of transporting patients. The
Metropolitan Ambulance Service has introduced a
system of contracting out services for
non~mergency patients. That has been done under
the auspices of the service and under a contractual
arrangement that imposes exactly the same
standards as those that apply to direct services - in
fact, they are frequently higher standards.
The system employs fully qualified ambulance
officers and, in the short time it has been operating,
has markedly increased productivity by treating
more patients.
Mr rnw AITES (Albert Park) - On a point of
order, Mr Speaker, I direct your attention to
standing order no. 127 and ask that you direct the
minister to stick to the question. On repeated
occasions you have directed that ministers must
stick to the question. The question was simple: was
there a tender or not?
The SPEAKER - Order! Standing order no. 127
states, in essence, that a minister giving an answer
may not debate the question. I do not believe the
minister is debating the question. If the honourable
member for Albert Park is raising a question of
relevance, I rule that the minister's answer is
relevant
Mrs TEHAN (Minister for Health) - During the
past 18 months there has been a marked
improvement in the ambulance service provided in
Melbourne. We have not heard--

Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER - Order! I call the next question.

Industrial deafness WorkCover claims
Mr TREASURE (Gippsland East) - Will the
Premier inform the house whether the Victorian
WorkCover Authority has received complaints
regarding the conduct of certain companies involved
in the promotion of claims for hearing loss?
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Mr KENNETr (premier) - As all honourable
members will be aware, I made comments yesterday
concerning hearing loss claims that had been
pursued by three companies that I named, and by
two of those companies in particular. Since the
matter was raised both in the ABC television
program The Investigators and here yesterday, a
flood of information has been received by the
WorkCover office.
In particular I warn all those who may be in genuine
need of assistance that those two firms, Better Care
Pty Ltd and U-Care Pty Ltd, are currently in a
position of absolute conflict of interest because not
only are they advocating that employees should use
their services, often as a result of false advertising,
but also they have hearing aid and appliance
companies that actually supply such products.
Therefore, there is a very real conflict of interest.
In the past nine months companies owned by
U-Care received $2.15 million for hearing aids and
appliances and $1.5 million went to companies
owned by Better Care Pty Ltd. More importantly,
many workers who have tinnihls - a ringing in the
ears - are getting hearing aids when they do not
need them for that complaint; the hearing aids are
only making their hearing problems much worse.

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr KENNFIT - It is interesting to note that
when the government takes on board the interests of
the workers those who claim to represent them are
simply not interested in their welfare. This is a very
real indication of how the current Labor Party has
absolutely lost its way and its base.

not act in their interests and are probably and in
many cases certainly will further add to the injury
that a worker is likely to suffer. Both Better Care and
U-Care should be avoided at all costs.

National wage increase
Mr THOMSON (Pascoe Vale) - I refer the
Minister for Industry and Employment to a press
release of 26 November last year in which he said
that all Victorian workers covered by the Employee
Relations Act who were eligible for the $8 national
pay rise would receive the increase prior to
Christmas. Given that no worker received it prior to
Christmas and that only about 13 per cent have
received it to date, will the minister inform the
house to which Christmas he was referring?

Mr GUDE (Minister for Industry and
Employment) - I regret that I am not wearing attire
like the honourable member for Wi1liamstown or
else I might be regarded as Santa!
The government suggested prior to Christmas last
year that it would introduce amending legislation to
enable the Victorian Employee Relations
Commission to hear a reference from me as minister
for a flow-on of the $8 that was part of the federal
national wage decision. At the time it was made
clear that the principles that had been enunciated by
the federal commission would be the same
principles followed by the Employee Relations
Commission in Victoria and that it would be a
matter for trade unions and others to make
application for the flow-on. Unfortunately for some
workers in Victoria their representative
organisations have been a little tardy.

One worker, a unionist, has been given enough
hearing aid batteries to last him for another 310
years! Workers who do not wear hearing aids nor
want them are getting them, and claims are being
pursued even when workers have asked that the
claims not continue. It is a serious matter of
fraudulently obtaining benefits under WorkCover in my opinion it is a criminal activity through
misrepresentation -and, worse still, it is actually
increasing the hearing problems of many workers,
particularly some who suffer from a ringing in their
ears, which is a naturally occurring hearing
complaint.

I assure the house that the Employee Relations
Commission has been following through all the
matters that have been raised and has been granting
the flow-on to low-paid workers. This is consistent
with the federal award decision and is being
handled in exactly the same way as the Australian
Industrial Relations Commission and other state
jurisdictions are handling the matter.

I said yesterday and I say again that those
companies in particular should be avoided. They do
not deserve to continue to exist. I issue a clear
warning to all employees that those companies will

Debate resumed from 22 March; motion of
Mrs TEHAN (Minister for Health).

DRUGS, POISONS AND CONTROLLED
SUBSTANCES (AMENDMENT) BILL
Second reading

DRUGS, POISONS AND CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES (AMENDMENT) BILL

798

ASSEMBLY

Mr THW AITES (Albert Park) - The opposition
supports the bill. As there is only a brief time
available for debate I will refer only to the
amendments that have been introduced. In general
terms the bill modernises and introduces flexibility
into the regulation of drugs and poiSOns in Victoria.
In particular it provides for greater flexibility for
general practitioners in the prescription of drugs of
addiction to both non-drug-dependent and
drug-dependent patients. The opposition supports
those amendments, which are a part of the
harmonisation policy that governs the approach to
drugs and poiSOns.
The bill removes some of the administrative
difficulties that both the department and
manufacturers would have in dealing with schedule
7 poisons, which are industrial and agricultural
chemicals, and it simplifies the renewal of licences
and permits. In future renewals may be due on the
anniversary of issue rather than on 31 December.
The bill removes some anomalies in the penalties
that currently apply so that the general penalty is
raised from the current 20 penalty units to 100
penalty units.
Clause 6 relates to hypodermic needle exchanges.
The clause makes it possible for an organisation or
class of persons to become a needle exchange simply
by an order in council. Previously there was a
requirement that there be a regulation made under
the act. In general terms the opposition is prepared
to support that provision on the understanding that
this will make the appointment of new needle
exchanges simpler and less cumbersome. However,
the opposition would not want the provision to be
used in any way that would eliminate existing
needle exchange programs because they are doing
an excellent job. In the short time I have available I
will highlight the importance of needle exchange
programs.
We should be justly proud of the success we have
had in preventing the spread of HIV-AIDS in
Australia. In overseas countries where there is no
comprehensive HIV-prevention strategy or legal
needle exchange program, there have been massive
increases in the percentage of injecting-drug users
who have contracted AIDS. A survey referred to in
the national HIV-AIDS and drug strategy papers
reveals that in three European cities between 1982
and 1985 the number of injecting-drug users who
suffer from AIDS increased from 0.7 per cent to
35 per cent.
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There is no efficient needle exchange program in the
United States of America and as a result about
60 per cent of the 200 000 injecting-drug users in
New York have HIV. In Victoria approximately
1 per cent of injecting-drug users have HIV - and
that percentage has not increased for some time.
lbat rate is directly attributable to the needle
exchange and education programs in this state.
Needle exchange programs have three aims: firstly,
they provide safe, clean needles; secondly, they
enable the safe disposal of needles; and thirdly, they
transmit education programs on safe practices to
injecting-drug users. I suggest Utat has been one of
the greatest successes of needle exchange services.
Mr Weideman interjected.
Mr THWAITES - When referring to needle
exchange services I include pharmacists. As the
honourable member points out, almost half of the
needles distributed in the exchange program are
provided through pharmacists. The Salvation Army
needle exchange service in my electorate distributes
approximately 50 000 needles each month and is the
largest needle exchange centre in Victoria. There are
125 needle exchange program centres in the state.
The Salvation Army Crossroads centre is a model of
what a good community centre should be all about.
It provides not only needle exchange and disposal
facilities for drug users but also a range of other
services, including programs to help people get off
drugs. It provides crisis counselling. material aid
and accommodation; it also assists drug users onto
methadone programs. All of that contributes to a
position where the level of those suffering from
HIV-AIDS among injecting-drug users in this state is
far lower than it is overseas. It is estimated that
between 60 000 and 80 000 Victorians are
injecting-drug users.
The main way HIV-AIDS is likely to be spread in the
heterosexual community is by the partners of
injecting-drug users. In the USA there are
frightening statistics indicating that 75 per cent of
heterosexuals with AIDS were the sexual partners of
injecting-drug users, and that 80 per cent of the
children with AIDS were the children of
injecting-drug users.
Victoria has led the world in its success with those
programs. I compliment the Minister for Health
who, when she first took on the portfolio, was
reported as having expressed doubt about the
needle exchange program. She subsequently
supported it and followed the sensible advice of the
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ministerial advisory committee on AIDS. She also
sensibly restructured the program. As a result the
An::»prevention programs in this sta te have
continued. We all hope the spread of the disease will
continue to be at a far lesser rate than the rate
overseas.
The return rate of needles at the Salvation Army
needle exchange is 62 per cent, which is an
extremely good result; initially it was only 16 per
cent. It demonstrates that the return rate increases
with education programs. It has enormous benefits
for the general community and local residents. Many
residents have expressed fear about the existence of
needle exchange centres in their areas. It is
important for them to recognise that drug use will
continue irrespective of whether those services are
provided. If the services are pushed out of the areas
where drug users live, participation in education
programs and the level of usage of clean needles will
decline. More needles will be found in the streets,
which will be even more dangerous to residents.
Recent studies undertaken by the needle exchange
centres reveal that a lower percentage of
injecting~rug users are sharing needles than was
previously the case, which is a major achievement.
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and the government wants to ensure that it
continues, otherwise we will be creating as many
problems with an improper arrangement as we
would be with no program.
The advice I am getting from Professor John Spicer,
the Chairman of the AIDS Advisory Committee, is
similar to that I was given when Professor Priscilla
Kincaid-Smith held the position. The advisory
committee is representative of a number of people
who are expert and experienced in this area. Over
the time we have had the advisory committee it has
provided good advice to the former minister and to
me.
Of the 69 organisations that were given an
opportunity to comment on the legislation,
18 responded in detail. Again, that is indicative of
the widespread community support for the
legislation. I thank the opposition for its support of
the bill and those involved in presenting it.
Motion agreed to.
Read second time.
Passed remaining stages.

The opposition hopes the bill will be used to
maintain and support existing and new needle
exchange programs. It does not want the provisions
to be used to reduce the important role played by
those programs. The opposition supports the bill.
Mrs TEHAN (Minister for Health) - I thank the
opposition for its support of the bill, which covers a
range of issues pertaining to the use of drugs,
poisons and controlled substances. The first point
made by the opposition spokesman concerned the
expansion of time in which general practitioners can
treat drug users with drugs of dependence or their
substitutes from four to eight weeks, which is in the
best interests of those patients and public health.
His comments on the needle exchange programs,
which can now be authorised by order in council as
opposed to a regulatory requirement, are valuable. I
recognise and endorse his comments and provide an
assurance that there will be no reduction in the
number of needle exchange centres. I understand
that in the past 7 to 10 days the number of
community health centres and hospitals that are
authorised to provide needle exchange services has
increased. However, such a service must be seen as a
needle exchange program, not a needle supply
program. I agree that a return rate of 62 per cent of
needles is good. It is a move in the right direction,

HONOURABLE MEMBER FOR COBURG
Mr ROPER (Coburg) (By leave) - I thank the
house for granting me leave to speak. As I have said
to a number of people, the time has come in my
parliamentary career to give the electorate of Coburg
a change. That is why after 21 years I intend to leave
Parliament before the Easter break. I have served
this place in both opposition and, more fortunately,
in government and have witnessed significant
changes in Parliament during that time. When I first
became a member - I am sure very few honourable
members remember that - this house would meet
at 4 p.m. on Tuesday, often not making it to dinner,
and on Wednesday afternoon for only a couple of
hours. It was only toward the end of the session that
the house met on Wednesday night or Thursday. At
that time there were no electorate officesmembers would deal with their constituency
matters in their own homes - no staff or facilities
for members in this building, and parliamentary
committees did not deal with important matters of
the day as they do now. One often wondered what
they were dealing with, if anything at all. During my
time as a member of Parliament huge changes have
occurred.
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When I first came here, I did so to my surprise. I had
never considered a career in state Parliament. Before
becoming a member, prior to the 1972 federal
election I wrote much of the education policy
material for Gough Whitlam. I was expecting to
become a full-time member of the Schools
Commission when the former member for Albert
Park, Val Doube, asked me to come to Parliament
House for a discussion with Clyde Holding who,
although he did not offer me the seat of Brunswick
West because it was not his to give, suggested that I
run for the seat. It was a great lesson because I won
preselection by 27 to 21 on the third or fourth ballot.
Mr KenneH interjected.
Mr ROPER - My time here lasted for some time,
as the Premier well knows, although he had
different views on my future when I was first
elected.
Before mentioning the changes that have occurred in
this place over those years, I will thank a variety of
people who have assisted me greatly during those
21 years. I begin by thanking the three Clerks I have
worked with, John CampbeU, Ray Boyes and John
Little, because I have not always been as easy to get
along with as people would have liked. I
recommend that one of the first things a member
should do upon coming here is to read MIly and the
standing orders and then engage in discussions with
the Clerks and the Speaker. Each of the Clerks I have
thanked has, in his own way, assisted me
enormously, just as the Speaker and other
departmental officers have.
Although I have not always given the greatest
speeches, Hansard has done its best with them. It
often used patterns of language which resulted in
my 'averring' things, and although that word has
been attributed to me in Hansard, I never used it
until today! Hansard staff have always done an
excellent job under difficult circumstances. I
remember once giving what I had thought was a
good speech, but when the rough came back it
appeared as though I had said virtually nothing.
Unfortunately, during my speech the reporter had
collapsed with a work-related illness, of which I
hope I was not the cause, and Hansard very kindly
overcame the problem and put the speech back in.
The library has always been of great assistance to
me. The Chief Librarian, formerly Miss McGovern
and now Bruce Davidson, and the staff have done a
great job. When I first came to Parliament a number
of senior members took me aside and said, 'We hear
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you have a reputation as a bit of an academic and if
you want to get on, it would be wise not to be seen
in the hbrary too often - the bar is beHer for votes'.
I do not know whether that is still the case but I
ignored that advice. I have found the library a good
place for my research and the staff have always been
helpful.
Many people ensure that this place runs well. The
current chief attendant, John Nixon, and those
before him and their staff have always been patient,
even when we are not so patient. The staff in the
papers office, the readers office, the dining room and
the House Committee have also helped me in my
years as a member of Parliament. I have also found
the staff in the typing pool very helpful, including
your secretary, Mr Speaker, Margaret Moy, who is
always prepared to help despite being under great
pressure. A number of people do a great deal of
work to make this place work as effectively as
possible.
I am sure others agree that this place could function
better. I hope that one day ministers have
appropriate offices so that they can do their work
more efficiently. I hope the same can be said for the
offices of all members of Parliament. It is often
difficult for ministers such as the Treasurer and their
staff to efficiently carry out their work and have
meetings with the facilities they now have. That
could apply across all departments, including the
press, whose conditions, while certainly better than
they were 20 years ago, are still not all that flash.
The availability of resources for members should
also be considered. My electorate now has double
the population it had when I was first elected and
the services prOVided to electorate officers require
ongoing attention from both Parliament and the
executive.
The only criticism and regret about the present
arrangements that I would like to make - I have
mentioned this to a number of people - is that the
introduction of the new standing orders has not
been completed before I retire. The members of the
Standing Orders Committee in the last Parliament
did a lot of work and produced a report which
should be accepted. The report included reforms to
question time. One of my regrets is the failure to get
agreement on the proposal to allow a guaranteed
number of questions during question time. I had
difficulty persuading my colleagues and the then
Premier that that should occur even though it would
reduce the time that members could speak. I hope
the Parliament will adopt the report of the Standing
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Orders Committee, as well as its recommendations
on the other issues it is dealing with to ensure that
private members in particular and opposition
members in general are guaranteed time to
contribute to debate. Over the past few years the
deficiencies resulting from the absence of that
guarantee have become apparent
Given the way this place now operates we need to
examine the ways in which bills and amendments
can be more effectively considered. Often bills do
not go through the committee stage; and I have
rarely seen a bill that could not be improved by
being examined in committee. When I was a
minister I would frequently accept amendments to
bills, not because of the dictates of the upper house
but because members of the opposition had made
useful suggestions to improve the legislation.
Despite the views of some honourable members
about the work of the Scrutiny of Acts and
Regulations Committee, it is important that
members of Parliament have the opportunity to
examine legislation to see whether it can be
improved.
lbat does not mean that the executive and the
government forgo their rights to their successes and their failures - but it has the effect of giving
Parliament more time to examine bills. I regret the
laclc of time for debate; and I hope that in this
sessional period changes are made for the good of
Parliament.
I thank my constituents for both electing me in the
first place and continuing to elect me at elections
thereafter. I have represented various parts of five
municipalities - Melbourne, Fitzroy, Brunswick,
Coburg and Preston. When I was first elected,
Brunswiclc was a marginal seat, having gone to
preferences at the previous election. It could hardly
have been described as a safe seat. I can remember
that the then liberal government did not seem to be
aware of that - either that or it did not care. When I
met Undsay Thompson at a function before the
election he said, We will be seeing you shortly in
Parliament'. I was glad he did not realise that the
liberal candidate for the seat was the mayor of
Coburg, who was running the first campaign in
which a local candidate had his own television
advertisement, which he funded himself. The
liberal candidate ran a very vigorous campaign, yet
the government did not realise it was a seat it could
have won.
Since then there has been a Significant swing to
Labor in the area. At the last election the Labor vote
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in the biggest booth increased from 54 per cent to
67 per cent. I suspect that has had little to do with
me and more to do with other factors such as the
demise of the Democratic Labor Party. I have been
fortunate in being chosen to represent the electorates
of Brunswick and Coburg, although it was
unfortunate that I lost a key part of my former
electorate of Brunswick in the redistribution before
last. More often than not, whenever I was invited to
various weekend functions I had to explain that I
was unable to attend because I had an important
meeting in my electorate - Carlton was playing at
Princes Park. I cannot quite cop the change of name
to Optus Oval! Unfortunately that very important
part of the electorate was taken away at the same
time as I lost that argumentative part of my
electorate known as the Melbourne general
cemetery, which was nearly my biggest and most
active branch!
Mr Speaker, I thank you and your predecessors for
your assistance. As honourable members can
imagine, I leave this place with a mixture of sadness
and gladness. I am glad that the next time the house
meets at night and members and staff are wishing
they were anywhere but here I will be anywhere but
here. I am sad that the involvement I have had with
this place is coming to an end. I am fortunate to have
had one of the few offices in this place with a view
of the outside world. The state of members'
accommodation is another weakness of this place,
but it is almost impOSSible to overcome.
In the 19705 I saw the righteous and reasonable
demonstrations against the then liberal
Government; during the 1980s I saw misguided
people protesting in Bourke Street; and in more
recent times I have again seen people marching up
the street for strong and Wlderstandable reasons. I
will miss the hurly-burly of this place.

I hope this Parliament continues to be a Significant
place where the views of the Victorian people are
expressed and good government is provided. I
thank everyone for putting up with me during my
21 years as a member of this place. It has not always
been easy!
Mr KENNE1T (premier) (By leave) - I can recall
this happening only once before. The last time was
when a fonner Premier, Undsay Thompson,
annoWlced his resignation and left the Parliament
midway through a session. As I said then, and I shall
say it again now, it is a pleasant change to be able to
praise an individual while he or she is still in this
place to hear it! Too often our comments about
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retired members are made only after they die, when
their families read things that are said because the
occasion demands it and not as a mark of any
association with the individuals concerned.
Tom's retirement from this place is an indication
that the type of Labor Party member I became
acquainted with when I was first elected to this
place in 1976 has almost disappeared. After the
honourable member for Coburg's retirement the
longest-serving members of the Labor Party in this
house will be the honourable members for Werribee
and Clayton, and neither of them will be here after
the next election. The average lifespan of a Labor
member of Parliament, taking into account the
swings of government, is getting shorter and
shorter. That has its good points because, as many
would agree, the process is all about regeneration, to
use Labor's terminology. But it is offset by the fact
that it leaves too few members of the opposition
with any experience of and feeling for Parliament as
anything but a place to use to get into power.

In my time in Parliament I have seen a number of
opposition members who have been good
parliamentary contributors - Bob Fordham was one
and Tom Roper is clearly another. I do not intend to
get into a debate on the policies Tom was associated
with. We always had our differences, and those
debates took place at a different time and in
different circumstances.
Tom has always been a very tenacious
parliamentarian. In 1982 the government changed
hands after a long period of liberal rule. A principal
reason for the change was the way in which Tom, as
the shadow Minister for Health, used to crisscross
the state - in what I could only describe as a next to
perfect car - diligently carrying out his duties. He
was tenacious in advocating the policies of the party
he represented. His was a good example for others
to follow. I still refer to it as a means of encouraging
others to greater efforts. One does not see much of
that sort of personal commitment these days.
The sad thing is that Tom's retirement leaves the
team depleted - and I say that based on his vast
parliamentary experience. There comes a time when
people have to make decisions. Tom has made his
and will now join his wife and his children in
pursuing a diHerent lifestyle. There is no-one left on
the opposition benches who has anything like Tom's
political experience. In the nicest and most loving
way I say that that has been obvious in the past few
weeks, when he has not been part of the team that
manages the business of the house. Tom is more
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experienced than anyone else. We on this side of the
house always used to say that, regardless of the
issue, Tom would always argue it out. Time and
again we said, 'Tom could talk even under bloody
cement'. Although at times it was very frustrating,
he always participated fully; he prOVided verve to
the side of politics he represents.
On the one hand today is a sad occasion because we
are losing a parliamentarian; yet, on the other hand,
as Tom said, he made the choice freely and is
looking forward to a new life. We wish him the very
best in pursuing whatever he decides to do. As I told
him yesterday, and publicly on air today, I do not
rule out the possibility that, if he agrees, the
government may see fit at some time in the future to
use his services - and even those of the retiring
honourable member for
Williamstown - in some way that further advances
the interests of the community. It is true to say that
when one reaches a certain level of responsibility,
having contributed for a number years to a career,
the skills gained can be of benefit to the community
as a whole.

We wish Tom well. Today we do not judge him on
areas for which he had administrative responsibility.
His party has dealt him a hard blow; and the
preselection will weaken the party's parliamentary
performance. But the mantle will fall to others. By
the time of the next election some of Tom's
colleagues will have either departed or be in the
process of departing. Although the Parliament will
end up with a very young team of people, they will
lack the commitment, knowledge and experience of
Parliament that comes only with the passage of time.
On behalf of Felicity and the government, I wish
Tom well; he has made the right decision by retiring
at the time of his choice rather than allowing the
electorate - or ultimately the party - to dictate
when that should be. That is an option that is not left
to many; most tend to stay far too long and therefore
feel the backlash from either the party or the public.
We wish Tom well. I trust in the future -who
knows? - that at some stage he may continue in his
role of serving the people of the state by drawing on
the vast experience gained over the past 21 years.
Mr BRUMBY (Leader of the Opposition) (By
leave) - Tom Roper was somewhat concerned about

the form of the debate this afternoon; he thought it
might sound like a condolence motion! Of course it
is nothing like that. Tom made a decision in his own
good time - without losing preselection - to leave
this Parliament 21 years after he jOined it.
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It is important to place on the record the heartfelt
appreciation of the parliamentary Labor Party and, I
am sure, all members of the party for Tom Roper's
21 years of distinguished service to the state. Tom
was elected in 1973 at the age of 28 years; it was the
second year of the Whitlam government. That is a
long time ago. I first met Tom when I was the
candidate for the seat of Midlands in the 1979
Victorian election. Midlands took in part of Bendigo
and a large part of central Victoria. Tom Roper was
the shadow health minister at the time. A week
would not pass without Tom Roper travelling
through central Victoria visiting hospitals, health
centres or other places associated with his portfolio.
He always had a knack of ensuring that the media
covered his visits.
I do not think there was a health issue Tom Roper
did not know about; there was not a hospital or
health centre he had not visited. Tom knew the
shadow health portfolio better than anyone else. He
was an important part of the team that comprised
Steve Crabb, John Cain, David White and others
who worked to win back government for Labor in
1982. Although many people said Labor could never
win back government, through the work of that
team and Tom's inspiration and example, Labor
won back government in 1982.
I remember attending a Labor Party hmdraiser one
Sunday in 1988 at the Maldon Pottery. Tom was the
guest speaker and he arrived at 11.00 a.m. Although
he looked unwell, he gave his speech and departed
not long after, saying he was going home to rest. I
found out the next day at the Ballarat by-election,
which Labor won - the candidate was David
Williams - that Tom had had pneumonia for the
best part of a month. Instead of being at home
resting, he was out day after day campaigning to
ensure that Labor won the by-election.
Tom has always given 100 per cent to the labour
movement and its campaign efforts. He will be
acknowledged and remembered by everyone in that
movement for his commitment to the campaign. In
government Tom held many portfolios; I will not list
them all. However, he was Treasurer for a while. As
he said in a press conference the other day, he was
not a volunteer in or a volunteer out. At various
times Tom was minister for health, transport,
Aboriginal affairs and others. His contribution over
21 years has been enormous.
I shall say a few words about the health portfolio
because, with due respect to former health ministers
and the current Minister for Health, Tom was the
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best health minister this state ever had. Tom worked
with the federal government to build up the
community health system Victoria enjoys today. He
also developed the Monash Medical Centre and
introduced many initiatives for the intellectually
disabled. Tom made many changes to the
psychiatric system that endure to this day.
As transport minister he was responsible for the Port
Melbourne and St Kilda light rail development and a
range of essential road works, such as the West Gate
Bridge extension, the start of the Western Ring Road
and the South Eastern Arterial.
Tom Roper brought to Parliament and the party his
great intellect and enormous energy and
enthusiasm. He applied those qualities to every
portfolio he managed. As the Premier said, Tom has
earned the respect of this Parliament; he will be
greatly missed by his colleagues. During the Easter
break honourable members on this side of the house
will study May. We will return knowing every word
of it! We have called the new leader of opposition
business 'Son of Tom~ as a mark of respect to Tom
Roper. I know all members of Parliament join me in
wishing Tom, his wife Anita and family every
success and good health in the future.
Mr McNAMARA (Minister for Police and
Emergency Services) (By leave) -It is most unusual
for honourable members to serve more than two
decades in this place, given the swings of politics,
parliamentary machinery changes in electorate
boundaries and many other imponderableS. Tom
Roper held a safe Labor seat. He will be remembered
for the way he tackled every issue presented to him
and every portfolio he held. He was one of the
chamber's most vigorous workers, and those of us
who had dealings with him were always surprised
by his understanding of any portfolio. At times he
even corrected his departmental staff on matters of
detail. His retentive memory is a gift, and is handy
for a career in politics.
Tom is always good-natured. Whether he was on the
receiving end of a bucketing in the chamber or
vigorously handing one out, he could always smile
and speak civilly when it was over. There might
have been strong philosophical differences between
the parties but he was never affected on a personal
level. That is an ability people need in this place.
Many years ago a former member of this place, Peter
Ross-Edwards, said to me, as he said to several new
members, 'If you are angry with someone, fair
enough. But if you are angry a day later, have a look
at yourself'. At times things get heated in this place,
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but at the end of the day we have to get on with the
job and represent our constituents and our
respective side of politics. Tom could argue
vigorously and remain friendly with people on
either side of the house.
We wish him and Anita the best in his retirement.
Already he looks more relaxed! He has always
looked fairly relaxed but he looks even more so now.
We wish you the best in your retirement, Tom. I am
sure you will find other areas that will allow you to
make a contnbution to the Victorian community.
While we have not always agreed on the direction
you have taken there has always been admiration in
the chamber for the way you have presented
yourself. That sort of person is always welcome.
Ms KIRNER (Williamstown) (By leave) -It is
with great sadness that I speak on this important
occasion. I have been here only about half as long as
the honourable member for Coburg, but I have come
to realise that there are what one might call rites of
passage when we all speak in a bipartisan way
about issues that actually matter to the Parliament.
They are important times. This is an important time
and Tom Roper has been an important member of
this Parliament, as will be shown by the history
books. Sometimes during those rites of passage there
is a bipartisan view, and it is pleasing to hear the
Premier and the Deputy Premier speak with the
Leader of the Opposition on this occasion.
I have known Tom Roper for 25 years. I first met
him when I was a young mum in North Croydon,
wondering what to do about the large class sizes
and insufficient classrooms. When the Thompson
government told us it did not have enough money to
provide more classrooms we decided there must be
something more we could do. However, we did not
know how to find out about it One of the people we
turned to was Tom Roper. He had just written a
book entitled The Myth o/Equality, which remains
one of the best analyses of equality and inequality.
He might well write a sequel in the next decade. One
of the members of my mothers club committee was
Tom's wife's cousin, and we became friends. I
watched him work as part of the team that got the
Australian Labor Party into government in 1982.
'Indefatigable' is one of the best words I can use to
describe Tom. In the first weeks of the Kennett
government, when everybody else in the
Parliament - including you, Mr Speaker - had
stopped, Tom Roper was still going. Sometimes we
cursed him for that but mostly we loved him for it.
He is a man of principle. In both the Labor and
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Uberal parties there are different kinds of people
and some actually operate from principle. Tom has
always operated according to several principles: you
have to win, which is a reasonable principle;
equality of opportunity and access; and the politics
of community.
I could mention many of Tom Roper's achievements
but I want to concentrate on the two that are dearest
to my heart. Equality of opportunity is important to
me and I had a small part in it because Tom did me
the favour - at the time I was not sure whether it
was a favour because one of the trade union people
threw a book across the table at me, which made me
wonder why I was sitting there - of putting me on
the committee to relocate Prince Henry's Hospital.
When he became Minister of Health, Tom Roper was
determined to redistribute resources to the areas
where they were most needed: the western suburbs
and the south-eastern suburbs.
As the government knows, it is easy to open things
but it is not easy to close them. The closures of the
Prince Henry's and Queen Victoria hospitals were
difficult but they were done in a cooperative wayeventually, anyway! - and they gave the people of
the western and south-eastern suburbs a new lease
of life. When you put first-class medical and tertiary
institutions into a community you change its view of
itself and of what it is entitled to receive. Tom Roper
has always held the view that working-class people
are entitled to the best and he has always worked to
achieve that. It is partly a result of his background
and partly because he is a member of the Labor
Party. He has always had a commitment to the
politics of community. Before 1982 the politics of
health, Aboriginal land rights and the environment
were based very much on the views of experts such
as the Australian Medical Association, the various
professors in academia and people in a limited area
of plarming respectively.
Tom, as Minister of Health, Minister for Transport
and Minister for Planning and Environment, would
say, 'Hold on a minute, there is a community
ownership issue here'. As the Leader of the
Opposition said, he was important in broadening
the health portfolio to include community health
centres, so that the health service related to the
community and the community owned the health
service. I hope that does not change.
Tom was active in the Aboriginal land rights area.
Honourable members will recall the vivid debates
on the Framlingham and Lake Condah legislation
and the Cemeteries Act. The Labor government
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could not get those through the house. One thing
about Tom is that no matter who he is trying to
convince, the Premier, the Parliament or someone
else, he never gives up. He went to Clyde Holding
and said, 'We cannot get it through this Parliament.
Can we get it through the federal Parliament?'. The
kinds of statements expressed in the Mabo
legislation are the kinds of statements Tom Roper
wrote in the preamble to those land rights bills.
Such achievements are not often noticed. People say,
'Tom was a nice bloke', or 'He would rather have a
fight than a feed', but his achievements are real and
they have shaped the kind of Victoria we have. I
hope they continue to be seen as achievements.
Finally, one has to talk about personality. Two
things stand out in my mind from when I was
Premier. First, Premiers had a habit of moving Tom
on from portfolios after he had tackled difficult
issues - and that went for both Labor Premiers.
While some people would have taken their bat and
ball and gone home, Tom did not. As the Deputy
Premier said, he kept working at it, no matter how
people reacted to him. Mind you, that was in part
because he had a good media nose and believed it
was better to be noticed than ignored.

An honourable member interjected.
Ms KIRNER - I suppose that could be said of a
lot of people. I am sure he has the most wonderful
scrapbook of photos.
Finally, I pay tribute to Tom for getting the
opposition over that awful period when it went
from being in government to opposition. We came
back into the house and you people were in full
flight. I for one was absolutely exhausted. The only
way we got through those first three weeks was by
trying to exhaust the government and pointing out
that parliamentary processes are important and that
it is not just a matter of being in government; it is
also a matter of governing for all the people.
Without Tom, those first three weeks would have
been impossible for the opposition..

I am not sure what the opposition will be like
without the honourable member for Coburg. I
extend to him and to Anita my best wishes for the
next stage of their life. May Anita get a better share
of it!
The SPEAKER - I support the remarks of
members on both sides of the house. I am not sure
whether I am pleased at Tom Roper's going, but
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certainly Tom Roper has made his mark on the
Parliament and on this Speaker - I also speak for
previous Speakers.

I pick out two points raised by other honourable
members. The Deputy Premier referred to Tom's
ability to argue his point with great force and skill
and emphasised that at the end of the day there was
no bitterness. If you met Tom in the corridor, he
would greet you with a smile. He was able to
separate a member in this place in full flight and a
member in the corridor meeting one of his
colleagues or opponents.
The second point is the mention of those terrible
three weeks in 1992. I do not know whether to thank
Tom Roper, but it was because of his activities that
this Speaker was able to write himself into the
Guinness Book of Records. In three weeks of sitting
there were 159 divisions and 104 points of order
were settled. Some of those points of order were so
complicated that even the legal fraternity would
have expired at the thought of trying to settle them;
however, we got through.
Even though Tom argued points of order with great
vigour - we had to settle some of them in the
middle of the night, listening to tapes, and he and I
will share reminiscences about that - he never lost
his sense of humour or his sense of fair play and
judgment. To me that is the hallmark of a true
parliamentarian. I wish him well.

ACCIDENT COMPENSATION
(AMENDMENT) BILL
Second reading
Mr PESeOn (Minister for Industry Services)I move:
That this bill be now read a second time.

This bill constitutes the third stage of the
government's four-stage reform program for
workers compensation in Victoria. The bill has three
aims. Firstly, it addresses the main outcomes of a
review of the scheme's performance since
December 1992. Secondly, it introduces measures
which streamline existing proviSions, especially in
areas such as claims management. Thirdly, it
contributes to the achievement of greater national
consistency in workers compensation by means of a
'best practice' approach to harmonisation with
schemes in the other states and territories.
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Fundamental reform of the Labor Party's failed
WorkCare scheme was an urgent priority for the
government. Reform was essential to remove the
massive financial and social disadvantage WorkCare
had imposed on the Victorian community.
The WorkCare scheme failed to address the causes
of work injuries and their human costs. It offered the
16 000 long-term claimants no hope of rehabilitation
or return to a productive working life. Its unfunded
liabilities of over $2 billion were a mounting burden
on Victorian employers. Its high cost levy was an
intolerable disadvantage to the competitiveness of
Victorian industry and to the creation of jobs.
WorkCare's legacy had to be overcome.
The government's first stage of WorkCover reforms,
in November 1992, redesigned the entire framework
of workers compensation in Victoria, shifting it from
a system based on a compensation culture to one
based on a return-ta-work culture. This was
achieved through legislative and administrative
reforms that went to the heart of WorkCare's failure:
its inability to get injured workers back to work.
Those reforms:
shifted the focus of return to work back to the
workplace by creating incentives and obligations
for both employers and workers to achieve return
to work outcomes;
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The second stage of the reforms has paved the way
for the full privatisation of the WorkCover scheme
once it is fully funded and stable. Inefficient levy
cross-subsidies were replaced by an
experience-based premium system. Employers'
premiums are now based on the claims performance
of individual workplaces, creating incentives for
employers to prevent injuries and accidents and
building in penalties for bad employer performance.
REVIEW OF PERFORMANCE TO DATE

The outcomes achieved by these two reform stages
have exceeded expectations. The financial
turnaround has reflected an improved environment
for the prevention and management of work injuries.
In just under eighteen months of operation

WorkCover has achieved:
scheme cost reduc~ons of 30 per cent, due largely
to reduced claim numbers and much improved
return to work rates;
a turnaround from one of the highest cost
schemes to one that is now cost competitive with
any in the country; and
improved services for injured workers and
employers.
In the scheme's operation to date one feature has

integrated responsibility for prevention,
compensation and rehabilitation in one body, the
Victorian WorkCover AuthOrity;
strengthened the nexus between work and
compensable injury by requiring work to be a
'significant' contributing factor;
tied benefit levels to assessed incapacity - with
improved benefits for the seriously injured and
greater incentives for those able to return to work;
and
established non-adversarial dispute resolution
processes replacing the highly litigious and costly
WorkCare appeals system.
In May 1993 the government's second stage of
WorkCover reforms re-established the employer's
primary liability for compensation for work injury
and introduced a competitive private sector
insurance system to insure that liability.

become clear. The scheme has been very successful
in both reducing costs and improving
return-ta-work performance, a Significant win-win
situation for both employers and workers.
The scheme has substantially lowered numbers of
reported claims and reduced claims duration.
Significantly, the improvement in duration is due to
improved return-ta-work performance. On average,
claimants under WorkCover are taking 20 per cent
less time off work than those with similar injuries
under WorkCare. Ninety per cent of claimants
injured in the first two months of 1993 had returned
to work within 10 months.
A return-ta-work culture is emerging among all
participants:
workers are motivated to accept job offers and
employers, who are liable for compensation costs,
are much more interested in making offers;
doctors are discussing return to work with
employers and injured workers; and
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disputes are now being conciliated at the
workplace and are less protracted and much less
costly.
The change in the workers compensation culture in
Victoria has affected even commonwealth
employees, who are not part of the WorkCover
scheme. Since WorkCover commenced, claims
incidence under the federal government's ComCare
scheme declined in Victoria by 16 per cent more
than in New South Wales. WorkCover's cultural
change has therefore produced a significant saving
to the federal government.
As WorkCare's unfunded liability has been virtually
eliminated and the average premium cost to
Victorian business has already been reduced by
nearly 20 per cent, it is now clear that the
government's target of full funding within five years
is likely to be reached within two years. However,
the government is cautious in making judgment
about the ultimate financial position of the scheme.
Achieving a high degree of precision in the actuarial
assessment of future claims liabilities is still difficult,
given the newness of the scheme.
MAIN PROVISIONS
The bill provides new provisions to improve
benefits, introduces new requirements on certain
claims, tightens administrative procedures and takes
further steps towards national consistency in
workers compensation provisions.
BENEATS

The bill introduces three changes to improve the
benefits available under the scheme:
(a) Increase in award damages
The bill extends the levels of benefits for seriously
injured workers receiving common-law damages.
The cap for damages for non-pecuniary loss will be
lifted from $184 740 to $298 640 in line with the
relevant provisions of the Transport Accident
Scheme.
(b) Further incentives to return to work

Workers with a partial incapacity will be given
further inc(ntive to return to work. Forty cents for
each dollar of income earned by these workers
through a part-time return to work will accrue
directly to them. Under the new arrangement a
worker who normally earns $500 per week and
returns to three days work will be $120 better off,
while the weekly compensation payment funded by
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the employer will be reduced by $180: a true
win-win situation.
The government believes this increase in total
income received is now appropriate given that a
return-t~work culture is developing. Unlike the
situation Wlder WorkCare, there is little likelihood
that permanent part-time arrangements will persist
when full-time work opportunities are available.
(c) Notional earnings
To further improve return-t~work incentives, the
operation of notional earnings will be more clearly
defined as a reserve power in keeping with the
government's original intention.
Notional earnings will not be taken into account in
the calculation of the worker's weekly payments
where the employer has failed to provide the worker
with suitable employment and the worker complies
with the requirements relating to returning to work
in suitable employment, and where the worker is
participating in an occupational rehabilitation
program in accordance with the act; provided that
the periods during which these conditions apply
cannot in total exceed 104 weeks. Under these
arrangements a worker will not be penalised by
notional earnings if the employer fails to help the
worker return to work or the worker is doing his or
her best to do so.
INDUSTRIAL DEAFNESS
Despite substantial overall reductions in claims
incidence under WorkCover the number of reported
hearing loss claims continues to rise. Hearing loss
claims, which were only 15 per cent of all claims in
1992-93, now represent nearly 30 per cent of all
claims being made.
The bulk of these claims are for relatively minor
degrees of hearing loss for which hearing aids and
appliances are not generally necessary and which
have little impact on the worker's lifestyle. The costs
of dealing with these claims in many cases are in
excess of the compensation that the worker receives.
The increase in the number of hearing loss claims
corresponds with the emergence of organisations
directly canvassing workers to lodge claims - in
many cases the worker ceased employment with the
relevant employer some years earlier. Two
organisations alone are involved in tw~thirds of all
hearing loss claims settled. Such companies are not
only incurring costs against the scheme but have
also directly charged workers for lodging claims.
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Against this background, hearing loss testing and
the assessment of the extent to which work was a
significant contributing factor to any hearing loss
have emerged as areas requiring much more
rigorous and consistent procedures.

In order to address these burgeoning problems and
preserve compensation for those with a Significant
work-related hearing loss the bill introduces a
threshold of 7 per cent loss of binaural hearing
before a table of maims payment under section 98 of
the Accident Compensation Act becomes payable.
The threshold will apply in respect of all claims
lodged on and after midnight tonight. The threshold
level of 7 per cent has been carefully chosen so as to
ensure minimal disadvantage to workers, as
typically this is the level below which medical
opinion indicates a hearing aid is not generally
required. The 7 per cent threshold is considerably
more favourable than the hearing threshold of 20 per
cent under the ComCare scheme or 10 per cent in the
Western Australian scheme.

In addition, the 1988 National Acoustic Laboratory
(NAL) binaural tables are being formally adopted
and the manner of assessing hearing loss and the
persons authorised to make conclusive assessments
of compensable hearing loss are to be approved by
the minister on the recommendation of the convenor
of the medical panels.
One effect of this increase in claims has been that
many employers' premium costs have risen
substantially as a result. The government will
therefore exempt costs for below threshold hearing
loss claims from employers' premiums. This will
apply to confinned premiums for 1993-94.
CONCIUAnON
The reforms the government introduced in
December 1992 to the dispute resolution system are
proving their worth. The WorkCover Conciliation
Service is an essential ingredient of WorkCover's
'return to work' culture. The conciliation service has
succeeded because it provides employers and
workers with a non-adversarial administrative
process through which the parties themselves find
solutions to disputes.
The conciliation service has, however, suffered from
delays during its development phase, and the
government has never denied that. It should be
pointed out that much of that was due to the
inheritance of a substantial backlog from the
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WorkCare Appeals Board and from being faced with
a substantial but one-<>ff level of demand during the
transition phase from WorkCare to WorkCover
arising from the review of entitlements of 25 000
beneficiaries. TIlat occurred in an environment in
which a completely new service had to be
established from the ground up.
Delays at conciliation are now essentially a thing of
the past. More than 14000 cases were conciliated in
the first 12 months of the service. The outstanding
cases have been systematically reduced from 7200
and now stand at 2000, representing less than six
weeks work. The conciliation service is well on track
to achieve its target turnaround time of less than
28 days by June 1994. TIlat should be compared with
an average delay at the WorkCare Appeals Board of
more than four months and currently three months
at the Magistrates Court and five to six months at
the County Court.
The conciliation service is assisting in the resolution
of the majority of disputes brought before it,
achieving better and more lasting solutions for both
employers and workers at a much lower cost to the
system as a whole.
More than 75 per cent of cases referred to
conciliation are resolved and the average cost of
providing conciliation is apprOximately $500 per
case compared to an average case cost of more than
$1100 at the WorkCare Appeals Board. Using the
courts to resolve disputes is substantially more
expensive at an average case cost of $3000 and $5000
at the Magistrates Court and County Court
respectively, while the average case cost at the
former Accident Compensation Tribunal was more
than $8000.
There is a strong case for strengthening the role of
conciliation in the scheme. The bill therefore
introduces amendments designed to ensure that
matters capable of conciliation are indeed settled at
conciliation and that matters do not unnecessarily
proceed to court simply because that is the forum in
which legal costs are paid.
The bill provides that court proceedings other than
those which relate solely to claims under sections 92,
98 and/ or 98A of the act are not to be commenced
unless a referral to conciliation has been made and
until the expiry of 28 days after the referral or a
conciliation officer issues a certificate stating that all
actions relating to conciliation of the relevant
dispute have been taken, whichever is the earlier
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date. The 28-day test establishes a clear performance
benchmark for the conciliation service.
Finally, applications for conciliation will be required
to be personally signed by the applicant. That will
ensure that the applicant and not the legal adviser is
driving the process. The impact of the changes to the
conciliation service will be monitored closely and
the government will take more stringent measures if
required to ensure that the conciliation process is not
bypassed by solicitors simply as a device to ensure
that legal costs are paid.
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TABLE OF MAIMs PROCEDURES
The success of prOViding settlements in a speedy
and equitable way in more than 17300 common-law
cases dealt with since 1 December 1992 provides the
basis for new procedures to be introduced for claims
under sections 98 and 98A. Such claims will now be
required to be accompanied by supporting medical
information and in the case of disputes, medical
panels will be asked to assess the extent of the
worker's entitlement to such compensation. That
advice will provide the basis for a final settlement
offer to the worker.

COMMON LAW

A major object of the reforms in December 1992 was
to limit the time for the bringing of proceedings at
common law in respect of WorkCare injuries or
deaths. The measures introduced at that time were
intended to have the effect that proceedings in
respect of injuries or deaths arising prior to
1 September 1992 could not be commenced on or
after 1 December 1992 and proceedings in respect of
injuries or deaths arising between 1 September 1992
and 30 November 1992 could not be commenced on
or after 1 March 1993.
The decision of the Supreme Court in the case of
Robart v. Matchplan Pty Ltd (In Liquidation) has
shown that the amendments made at that time did
not achieve the government's intentions in those
respects. In the light of that decision and to resolve
all doubt the amendments made by the bill are
intended to make it abundantly clear that, for
injuries or deaths arising prior to 1 December
1992 - apart from the limited exceptions referred to
in section 135A of the act - damages may be
recovered only in accordance with pre-1 December
1992 provisions - in other words, the WorkCare
provisions - as modified by section 135B of the act.
In recognition that the court has found a legal
loophole to exist, however, and that legal process
may have already commenced or be about to
commence, the amendments will permit
proceedings in respect of injuries or deaths arising
before 1 December 1992 to be commenced up to and
including 29 June 1994. Under no circumstances can
proceedings in respect of such injuries or deaths be
commenced after that date except for those which
come within the limited exceptions to section 135A.
The opportunity has also been taken to amend
sections 135 and 135A of the act to clarify the
operation of those provisiOns in respect of injuries
and deaths arising on and after 1 December 1992.

No court proceedings may be commenced until a
final offer is made and a court judgment or order for
the payment of compensation less than 120 per cent
of the final offer will require the worker to bear his
or her own costs and pay the costs of the defendant.
Insurers' decisions will be governed by strict time
limits. These procedures will reduce the prolonged
and costly process of litigation required to settle
many of these matters.
SELF-INSURANCE
The decision by employers as to whether to insure or
self-insure is now a more price-neutral one as a
result of the reduction in workers compensation
costs for Victorian business and the introduction of
an experience-rated premium system. Under
WorkCover, larger employers in particular have a
premium based mostly on their own experience. No
longer is self-insurance seen as a way of escaping the
central system as was the case under WorkCare.
The bill more clearly defines the role of self-insurers
in the WorkCover scheme and liberalises entry
requirements for self-insurance which have
historically been the most stringent of all the state
and territory workers compensation systems. The
bill allows employers with 500 workers - it is
currently 1000 workers - to apply for self-insured
status. The prudential underpinnings of
self-insurance, including the financial security held
in respect of outstanding claims, have been
rationalised. The government does, however, expect
the same outcomes from all employers in the
scheme, and the bill therefore establishes a more
appropriate regulatory framework to achieve this.
BENEFICIARIES' FUNDS

Currently it is the responsibility of the Victorian
WorkCover Authority to determine payments of
compensation on behalf of dependants of deceased
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workers. To protect the interests of dependants with
a legal disability - such as minors - it is proposed
that payments of compensation for death be
required to be approved by the County Court.
Providing for the most appropriate supervisory
arrangements for these court awards is also a
priority in the interests of beneficiaries, and
accordingly the bill transfers administration of funds
for awards after 1 July 1994 from the authority to the
State Trust Corporation of Victoria and for all
awards at a date to be detennined.
DIRECT SELLERS

The operation of sections 9 and 10 of the act has
historically been unclear in the case of direct sellers.
Under one interpretation many of the persons in this
category would be characterised as workers.
In 1985, when introducing WorkCare, the then
Treasurer said in Parliament that direct sellers are
not workers. The typical agreement between direct
sellers and their suppliers is far removed from a
contract of employment. This amendment now
makes that interpretation clear in the legislation.
COUNCILLORS

The bill excludes local government councillors from
a provision under which they are deemed to be
workers, a measure which has the support of the
Municipal Association of Victoria.
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REMUNERATION

The bill amends the definition of remuneration in
section 5 of the act to include certain fringe benefits
to bring this definition into line with the definition
of wages in the Pay-roll Tax Act 1971. The overall
cost of this change to employers will be neutral as
the overall amount of premium paid will not
increase, simply the base will be broadened.
HARMONISAnON OF WORKERS
COMPENSATION

The harmonisation of Australian workers
compensation systems has taken on greater
prominence in the last year with calls for greater
national uniformity and consistency in workers
compensation schemes.
The Victorian WorkCover AuthOrity has taken a
leading role in progressing a national work program
to support increased hannonisation. Two projects
have made Significant progress and are presented in
the bill. They involve a national approach to combat
fraud and rationalise cross-border entitlements.
First, the bill amends existing secrecy provisions to
allow disclosure to other workers compensation
authorities of information relevant to anti-fraud
activities of the responsible workers compensation
authority. Information provided under those
arrangements continues, however, to be protected
from misuse by the state or territory legislation
covering ,the provision and use of the information.

SCHEME REPORTING

The bill removes the requirement for twice yearly
actuarial reports -with separate independent
valuations - and quarterly reporting by the
Victorian WorkCover Authority. Those reporting
requirements were totally appropriate for the
crisis-ridden and financially haemorrhaging
WorkCare scheme, but given WorkCover's
performance, the cost of the reporting requirements
and the commercial focus of the board, these
requirements are no longer justified.
The authority will, however, submit a half-yearly
operating and financial report to the minister, which
will become publicly available within 14 days of
presentation to the minister. This half-early
reporting is in addition to the statutory annual
reporting requirements of the authority.

Secondly, eligibility criteria for Victoria's
WorkCover compensation for injuries incurred
within Australia are that the injured worker's usual
place of employment must be in Victoria or, if the
injured worker does not usually carry out the work
of his or her employment in anyone state or
territory, the principal place of business in Australia
of the employer must be in Victoria.
It has been agreed that this and similar prOvisions
will be brought into effect on the same day by all

states and territories and will apply to injuries after
that date.
CONCLUSION

The government has achieved a fundamental and
dramatic change in workers compensation in
Victoria, not only in the design features of the
scheme, such as in the premium system and
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benefits, but in the culture which underpins workers
compensation in Victoria.
The substantial reductions in claims incidence, the
improved rates of return to work, the vastly
improved levels of cooperation between system
participants and the range of services now available
to both employers and workers are very substantial
achievements. The bill helps to ensure the
continuation of such achievements.
The government is confident that WorkCover will
become the pre-eminent workers compensation
scheme in Australia and a world leader in workers
compensation.
I commend the bill to the house.

Debate adjourned on motion of Mr MICALLEF
(Springvale).

Mr PESCOTI (Minister for Industry Services) I move:
That the debate be adjourned until Thursday, 14 April.

Mr MICALLEF (Springvale) -On the question
of time, I believe there is more in the bill than we
first thought We seek more time because the Easter
break will cut into the time we have to consult with
our constituency. I seek an assurance from the
minister that that will be taken into account.
Mr PESCOTI (Minister for Industry Services) (By
leave) - The government has no difficulty

accommodating that request but it should be borne
in mind that there is a two-week break and it will be
apprOximately two and a half to three weeks before
the bill is debated.
Motion agreed to and debate adjourned until
Thursday, 7 April.
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the way business is done in this state. Last
September the minister released guidelines for
investment assistance as part of what he described at
the time as an industry policy. Yet Australia Air
International was told by the Premier that it would
be given $5 million as well as unspecified tax
concessions without a proper evaluation being
undertaken by the minister's department. It
appeared that this occurred after the government
was approached by a mystery go-between or third
man. Who is the third man?
How does the minister explain the guarantee that
was given supposedly in an attempt to have the
airline fly into and have headquarters in Melbourne?
We now know that it was always the intention of the
airline to fly into and have headquarters in
Melbourne. I have listings of the applications made,
proposed schedules and confirmation of
international slots clearance. As early as September
last year the airline was always coming to
Melbourne. Can the minister explain why another
airline already based in Melbourne, Air World
Australia, which was also bidding for flights to
China, was not given any support or assistance?
Last Sunday the minister said there would be more
such deals. He said there were hundreds of them.
When asked about guidelines during a 3LO
broadcast on Monday, the Treasurer said, 'The
government has a series of criteria but we don't
want to make it public because people will tailor
their applications to appear to come within the
guidelines'. If the guidelines remain secret, how will
business go about investing in this state? Does it
have to find the mysterious third man or woman?
What status do the published guidelines have? It
seems that the unpublished guidelines might relate
to the fact that it is becoming increasingly clear to
the business community here and overseas that to
do business with the government one must be a
friend of the Premier, the Liberal Party or the
National Party.

ADJOURNMENT
Mr GUDE (Minister for Industry and
Employment) - I move:
That the house do now adjourn.

What steps will the minister take to reassure the
community that government business is not
conducted in secrecy and that there are clear, open
and transparent guidelines for industry assistance
that are not provided by the Premier on a whim or a
prayer?

Industry assistance guidelines
Burwood Highway, Femtree Gully
Mr BRUMBY (Leader of the Opposition) - I
direct to the attention of the Minister for Industry
and Employment the confusion that now exists in
Victoria, and indeed throughout government, about

Mr LUPTON (Knox) - I direct to the attention of
the Minister for Roads and Ports in another place,
through the Minister for Public Transport, the state
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of the Burwood Highway between Stud and
Scoresby roads, Ferntree Gully. The highway
decreases from four lanes to three lanes to two lanes,
and then reverts to three lanes, which makes it
extremely dangerous.
If one travels along the 2.5 kilometres of that section

of the highway in an easterly direction, one travels
through 1.9 kilometres of three-lane road, 220 metres
of two-lane road and 300 metres of three-lane road.
When travelling in a westerly direction one travels
through three sections of road where the number of
lanes reduces from 3 to 2, back out to 3 for a couple
of hundred metres, and then back to 2, which is also
dangerous. The highway is extremely busy,
particularly in peak hour. Traffic travelling along the
third lane has to be absorbed into two lanes only to
have the opportunity of moving back again into a
third lane, and as a result there are a number of
serious accidents.
It would cost in the vicinity of $400 000 to address

this problem. I ask the minister to take it on board in
the forthcoming road program because it is
ridiculous that there are such variations in the
number of lanes over a distance of only 2.5
kilometres.
In the vicinity of Knox City shopping centre five
lanes are reduced to four lanes where the road
works have occurred and then to three lanes, which
makes matters even worse. It has been made worse
by the fact that BP Australia Ltd had to fund road
works which the previous government could not
fund. I ask the minister to consider this urgent
matter, and if funds could be provided in the near
future it would be appreciated.

Coburg and Preston secondary schools
Mr ROPER (Coburg) - I direct to the attention of
the Minister for Education the unfinished matter in
my electorate concerning the future of the now
combined Coburg and Preston secondary schools.
Over the past 12 months much work has been
carried out by the Department of Education and the
regional office of the commonwealth Department of
Employment Education and Training and there has
been cooperation from the federal minister,
Mr Simon Crean, the school and the Royal
Melbourne Institute of Technology (RMIT).
I ask the minister and his colleague the Minister for
Tertiary Education and Training in another place to
ensure that what is admittedly a difficult and
complicated negotiation proceeds so that the
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students of Coburg and Preston have the
comprehensive secondary education that they need.
When I say that the matter is complicated I mean
that a number of balls are in the air: the Department
of Education, the Department of Finance, the RMIT
and the commonwealth are involved. It is difficult to
achieve agreement and make adequate
arrangements among those entities. Having chaired
a committee last year to try to push this matter
forward, I am happy to offer any assistance I can.
I ask the minister to ensure that his officers continue
their hard work. It is all very well to have Coburg
Secondary College with its existing facilities, but
they are inadequate for the provision of a
comprehensive secondary education. The services
are not appropriate; neither are the facilities at
Preston Secondary College in the electorate of my
colleague the honourable member for Preston.
We have attended a number of briefings organised
by the schools and there is strong support from the
majority of local members; although one of our
federal brethren did not understand what was
occurring and made some unfortunate comments.
However, I would appreciate it, as would my
electorate and the RMlT if this matter continued to
receive the attention it has received thus far so that a
satisfactory conclusion is reached.

Federal industrial relations reforms
Mr PERRIN (Bulleen) - I direct to the attention
of the MInister for Industry and Employment the
federal Industrial Relations Act, which has come
into play in the past few days and which will be a
disaster for Australia. Honourable members would
be aware that that act has been roundly condemned
by employers in particular who believe it is part of a
deal between Mr Brereton, the federal minister and
the Acru and that it does nothing more than
simply pander to the unions.
I

There have also been editorials in just about every
newspaper in the land roundly condemning the act
because it will create more unemployment.
Furthermore legal experts, economic commentators
and yesterday the Reserve Bank expressed some
concern about a possible wage explOSion that might
result from the act. I quote from today's Herald Sun:
Mc Fraser said wage restraint and no increase in the
cost of goods and services was critical to creating jobs
and keeping interest rates down.
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The federal minister should be totally embarrassed
because his legislation is roundly condemned by
everybody. It will have a specific effect on junior
rates of pay, which will result in reduced job
opportunities for the young people of Australia. The
changes therefore have wide implications for the
community.
The minister has applied to the Australian Industrial
Relations Commission for a national wage case
hearing, to which the commission has agreed. Given
the capacity of the new legislation to gravely affect
the living standards of all Australians, I ask the
minister to provide the house with an interpretation
of the position adopted by the Australian Industrial
Relations Commission on the impact on ordinary
Australians of both the new legislation and the
review of wage-fixing guidelines that will be part of
the national wage case. It is important that the house
be provided with a thorough analysis of those
matters.

Federal industrial relations refonns
Mr LEIGHTON (Preston) - I raise for the
attention of the Minister for Industry and
Employment the Victorian government's High
Court challenge to the new federal industrial
relations legislation. I seek clarification from the
minister on advice provided by Mr Ian Douglas, QC,
and ask that that advice be made available to
honourable members.
I believe that Mr Douglas was present at the briefing
held in room K in this building on 15 March and that
the new legislation was on the agenda for that
meeting. My information is that Mr Douglas
outlined the legislation, said it was 100 per cent
more complex than existing legislation and provided
a timetable for it.
That information seems to contradict the answer
given by the minister in question time today. As I
recall the minister's answer, it was that the briefing
was not held to obtain information on the federal
industrial relations system and that no reference was
made to the changes to the commonwealth act. I ask
the minister to make Mr Douglas's advice available,
to clarify what Mr Douglas said and to clarify his
own comments in question time today.
It is important that the information be made
available. The community must understand that the
government's High Court challenge has the
potential to cost millions of dollars and will come on
top of a $750 000 advertiSing campaign.

The government seems intent on proceeding with a
challenge it knows will not succeed. It is obliged to
make available the advice given by Mr Douglas on
whether it has a strong case. I believe it does not
have a strong case.
The government should put the information up
front so that the community knows the cost of
proceeding with a reckless case that will not
succeed. I look forward to the minister clarifying
Mr Douglas's advice and the answer he gave in
question time this afternoon.

Intellectually disabled: netball
championships
Mr ]ENKINS (Ballarat West) - I raise a matter
for the attention of the Minister for Community
Services. From 7 to 11 April 1994 the national men's
netball championships for players with intellectual
disabilities will take place in Western Australia. It is
the first time in Australia and the world that such an
event has occurred. Recent championships were
played in Victoria and at that time a particular team
of players with intellectual disabilities put on a
curtain-raiser to the main match of the day. The
match was a great success.
The ensuing result of their efforts was that the
Victorian team was selected to play at the first
championships in Western Australia. I am proud to
know two of the players from Ballarat, Theo Arnold
and Michael Massarotti, who despite their
disabilities are very enthusiastic about taking part in
this sport. They are fit young men despite their
problems and they are excited about being selected.
However, the selection for the approaching
championships has taken place at short notice and
they have been unable to raise the amount needed to
enable them to travel to and participate in the
championships in Western Australia. The families of
the two players have raised $250 each towards the
cost of the trip.
It would be much appreciated if the Minister for
Community Services could dive into his special
fund and - I trust he will be able to do this because
he is very generous fellow - provide the extra
funding for the two young ambassadors of Victoria
to attend the championships with the rest of the
team. If the request to enable both those players to
attend the competition is successful it will enable
them to be an example of disabled youth enjoying
sport despite their disabilities. I know the team has
the potential to do well and I am sure it will do even
better because of the generOSity of the minister.
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Ambulance services
Mr THWAITES (Albert Park) - I raise with the
Minister for Health a matter concerning
mismanagement and favouritism in the granting of
private ambulance contracts. The minister was
asked whether a tender process was conducted prior
to the appointment of private ambulance companies
and she avoided answering. The reason is that there
was no proper tendering process prior to the
awarding of contracts.
The matter becomes even more interesting when one
realises that one of the principal beneficiaries of
those contracts is an organisation called Clinictrans,
a private ambulance company or organisation - a
business name in fact - owned by a company called
Menada Pty Ltd. That company has shareholders
and directors and it is interesting that someone who
has a pecuniary interest in the company, Mr Bill
Wood, is also the manager of stretcher transport
services in the Metropolitan Ambulance Service.
Therefore a person who is responsible for handing
out those contracts and supervising them is also one
of the main beneficiaries.
This is clearly another case of favouritism.
Presumably Mc Bill Wood is doing nicely out of the
arrangement and is supervising himself. It becomes
even more extraordinary because Mr Bill Wood,

who is responsible for the supervision of those
private ambulance services, is also responsible for
investigations into improper handling of patients by
the private ambulances. The same person is
investigating himself, benefiting himself and
managing that section of the Metropolitan
Ambulance Service.
It is not a question of its being done on merit; it is
straight-out favouritism. Patients are suffering
because the MAS is handing out contracts to
organisations that have clear business associations
with its own employees. It is the sort of
maladministration that is leading to major problems
in the ambulance system in this state. It is an
example of the maladministration that is leading to
patients suffering and, in some cases, dying.

Apprentices: transport subsidies
Mr JASPER (Murray Valley) - I raise for the
attention of the Minister for Education, who is the
representative in this house of the Minister for
Tertiary Education and Training, the problems being
experienced by country apprentices, particularly
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when they undertake block release programs in
metropolitan Melbourne.
Two parents in my electorate have provided me
with infonnation relating to their sons who have had
to attend block release training in Melbourne. The
Office of Training and Further Education has said
that an accommodation subSidy is available for
country apprentices when they are required to
attend block release programs in Melbourne, and
that seems to be working effectively. The funds are
paid by the Office of Training and Further Education
through the TAFE colleges to the recipients.
The major difficulty I raise for the minister concerns
the transport subsidy for those students. In 1991 the
former government requested that the then Office of
the State Training Board achieve significant savings
in its 1991-92 budget, and as a result the office
removed the transport subsidy scheme for
apprentices. The scheme has not been reinstated. It
is creating difficulty for country apprentices and is
imposing additional costs on those who are required
to attend courses in Melbourne.
Honourable members will recall that under the
training scheme apprentices receive a training wage,
from which they must allocate moneys for costs
involved in their being away from home, including
accommodation in Melbourne, which is supported
by the government, but they are expected to pay all
transport costs without any subsidy.
It is a further deterrent for students from country
Victoria; particularly apprentices. I ask the Minister
for Tertiary Education and Training to consider
reinstating the transport subsidy system so that
apprentices can travel conveniently from all parts of
country Victoria when they are required for training
on block release in metropolitan Melbourne.

Highway service centres: Euroa
Mr HAERMEYER (Yan Yean) - I raise for the
attention of the Minister for Public Transport, who is
the representative in this house of the Minister for
Roads and Ports, the double standards the
government has applied to the proposed highway
service centre at Euroa and the discrimination
against Mr Rick Hill on the one hand as against the
favouritism shown towards a company well known
to the government, Gallant Ridge Pty Ltd.
The Minister for Roads and Ports and the Deputy
Premier have failed to answer any of the allegations.
I repeat the words of the honourable member for
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Albert Park: they have slimed around it! On the
Ranald Macdonald radio program this morning the
minister blamed Jim Kennan. He has a touch of Alan
Brown about him! He seems to think that ]im
Kennan is the man who can be blamed for
everything. Further, the minister attacked Mr Hill,
saying that he lacked the financial resources for the
proposal.
I have with me a company extract on Gallant Ridge
Pty Ltd which reveals that from 19 July to 2 August
1993 Gallant Ridge was actually in receivership to
the Bank of Melbourne; but for some reason it does
not seem to lack financial resources. It would appear
tha t the only reason Gallant Ridge was able to
re-establish its finances and save itself from the
hangman's noose is that it was on a promise from
this government that it would get approval for a
service centre at Euroa.
Mr McNamara interjected.
Mr HAERMEYER - No, it was from 19 July 1993
to 2 August 1993. The Deputy Premier also said that
jobs would be created, but the local community
believes the proposal will lose it 130 jobs. Will the
minister agree to an independent inquiry to resolve
the outstanding questions on this issue? Will he also
accept that the decision of Euroa shire regarding
whether an approval will be granted to Gallant
Ridge Pty Ltd to operate a roadside service centre is
final? If not, this government will be characterised
by the nudge and wink and the brown paper bag!

M ul ti purpose taxis
Mrs ELLIOTI (Mooroolbark) - I draw to the
attention of the Minister for Public Transport, who is
the representative in this place of the Minister for
Roads and Ports, problems experienced by people
who use multipurpose taxis, known as the M-SO
service, which entitles people in wheelchairs to a
50 per cent discount on the nonnal taxi fare.
Several people in the community and a member of
my family have experienced severe problems with
the service. One case that has been described to me
involved a man in a wheelchair who was waiting at
a nursing home to go to his fonner home to visit
with his wife and some friends she had invited for
lunch on a Sunday. The taxi simply did not turn up
and he was reduced to tears. The explanation given
by the taxi company was that if taxis get a better
booking to go to the airport or somewhere like that
they take it and leave the disabled person stranded.
That just is not good enough.

Those of us who are able to come and go freely and
partake of a social life find it hard to imagine what it
must be like for disabled people who must rely on
multipurpose taxis or on other people to have any
sort of socia1life at all. It is simply not good enough
for the community to accept this, and I ask what
measures the government is taking to improve the
delivery of taxi services to people in wheelchairs.

Kew Cottages
Ms GARBU1T (Bundoora) - I direct to the
attention of the Minister for Community Services the
savage 10 per cent funding cut for Kew Cottages,
which is the home of many severely disabled people.
I have been approached by parents whose adult
children reside at Kew Cottages and they are
concerned that the proposals to implement the
budget cuts will affect the direct-care staff and will
therefore have a direct impact on the residents at
Kew Cottages. They are concerned about proposals
to cut the number of staff on duty at anyone time,
including those on the night shift, when many
residents still need a great deal of care.

I have been approached by Rosalie Trower, the
mother of one of the children, who has provided me
with a letter she sent to the editor of the Age in
which she concludes:
It is so Wlfair and we often despair for the future of
these disabled innocent people whose voice is never

heard. All we ask is a fair go for them.

The President of Kew Cottages and St Nicholas
Parents Association, Mr Geoff Welchman, has
provided me with a copy of a letter he sent to the
minister, which states:
As a parent we are vitally concerned for the welfare of
our family members, and fear the relentless Treasury
pressure will effectively turn an inappropriately named
training centre into a custodial care service.

They are concerned about the level of care that will
remain after budget cuts. I ask the minister to
seriously consider whether budget cuts should affect
our most severely disabled people and whether
direct-care staff should be cut in this exercise.

Responses
Mr HA YWARD (Minister for Education) - The
honourable member for Coburg raised matters
pertaining to the Coburg-Preston Secondary College
in what is undoubtedly his final speech in the house.
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An Honourable Member - He may yet have a
point of order.

Mr HAYWARD - He may. I am aware that an
honourable member's first speech is a maiden
speech but I am not sure what one calls a final
speech - maybe it is a valedictory speech. It was
very good. I thank the honourable member for the
opportunity of working with him over a number of
years both in his electorate and on other tasks. My
dealings with the honourable member for Coburg
have always been characterised by consideration,
dignity and courtesy. It has been a pleasure to work
with him. He will undoubtedly be a loss to the
house, and I am sad about that.
I also thank the honourable member for Coburg
especially in connection with this issue because he
has been working hard to conclude this matter
properly. It has the potential to provide considerable
benefits for students at the Coburg-Preston
Secondary College. Complicated and difficult
negotiations are under way involving a series of
different parties. In essence the proposal involves
the Royal Melbourne Institute of Technology
vacating its Coburg campus and moving to premises
in the city, which would make the Coburg premises
available for the Coburg-Preston Secondary College.
The honourable member expressed a wish for us to
continue to work strongly on the matter. I give him a
personal assurance that we will. It is an important
matter and it has potential benefits. I am sure that
with the goodwill of all the parties involved - as
the honourable member for Coburg said, there are
many of them -we will bring it to a satisfactory
conclusion.
The honourable member for Murray Valley raised
for the attention of the Minister for Tertiary
Education and Training a matter concerning country
apprentices, the block release program and transport
subsidies. I will be happy to bring it to the attention
of the minister and ask him to respond to the
honourable member for Murray Valley as soon as
possible.
Mr BROWN (Minister for Public Transport) Three colleagues have raised different matters for
the attention of the Minister for Roads and Ports in
another place, whom I represent in this house. The
first was raised by the honourable member for
Mooroolbark and concerns an M-50 taxi booked to
transport a wheelchair-bound person. The taxi did
not turn up. The only way to describe that is as a
disgrace. There is no shadow of doubt that it is a
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disgrace. The government and my colleague the
Minister for Roads and Ports are aware that
problems are being experienced with the M-SO taxis,
which are part of the multi-purpose taxi program.
Wheelchair users are entitled to a 50 per cent
discount on the standard taxi fare, and the problem
must be rectified if they are being forced to wait for
long periods or, worse, taxis do not turn up at all.
1bat is clearly unacceptable.
Only this week my colleague announced that a
Victorian taxi directorate is to be established and the
industry will be required to institute a better system
than is presently offered to the public.
Wheelchair-bound customers will be able to use a
central point and a single booking number to access
the entire M-50 taxi fleet. At present the fleet is
fragmented with various depots and a number of
small, semi-independent booking services. I have
observed M-50 taxis - they are often referred to as
maxi-taxis - sitting at Tullamarine waiting for
passengers while people who are wheelchair bound
and have no other form of transport are probably
sitting at home waiting for taxis that either arrive
late or do not come at all. I accept that the matter the
honourable member has raised should be addressed.
I shall refer it to the minister in the other place and
ask him to give an assurance that the government is
concerned and is moving to resolve the problem as
soon as it can.
The honourable member for Knox raised the
unsatisfactory state of some 2.5 kilometres of the
Burwood Highway that will cost about $400 ()()() to
rectify. I am sorely tempted to launch a blistering
attack on the honourable member for Coburg for
that state of affairs, but I shall refrain. I say that only
on the basis that the honourable member and I have
locked horns on many issues over the years,
especially during his time as the transport minister.
I am aware that tonight is his last night in this place.
The honourable member has represented the area
where he resides for more than 20 years. For all the
time I have known him he has been a hard-working
member of this house. He is one of the hardest
working members that the Labor Party has had
during the past 20 years; and he has used his
unquestioned talent to represent his party well. He
will be sorely missed by the opposition, especially
when one considers its lack of talent.

Opposition members interjecting.
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Mr BROWN - It is a fact! When one looks at the
lack of talent on the opposition front and back
benches one realises he will be sorely missed!
Although he and I were adversaries for many
years - I was shadow transport minister during his
time as minister - I take this opportunity to wish
him all the best for his future. It is clear from my
comments that I am not heaping all the blame on
him. But the Labor Party must accept the fact that
despite being in government for a decade it has left
behind many problems that must be rectified as
soon as possible in the community's interest.
Major accidents have occurred on that stretch of the
highway. I was in the area about two months ago
and I saw where the road width changes from tluee
lanes to two. It creates a traffic bottleneck that causes
drivers to jum, on their brakes, often resulting in
accidents. I shall refer the matter to the Minister for
Roads and Ports in another place to see whether he
can rectify the longstanding problem.
The honourable member for Yan Yean raised the
same matters he raised yesterday, when he did not
get anywhere. Obviously he wants to see whether he
can get somewhere this time around. Yesterday the
Deputy Premier made it clear to the honourable
member for Yan Yean that he should forgo the
protection of parliamentary privilege and make his
allegations' outside cowards' castle. He said that if
the honourable member for Yan Yean did so he
would answer any questions that were raised,
without qualification. The Deputy Premier invited
members of the press to the front of Parliament
House to hear him respond to the honourable
member's allegations. Some 20 backbench members
went out to witness what they thought would be
quite a spectacle. I am advised that the honourable
member for Yan Yean turned up. The honourable
member for Yan Yean could not be identified
beyond any doubt because he was wearing a
chicken costume over his normal apparel!
As the Deputy Premier represents the Shire of Euroa
it would not be unusual for him to respond to a

request from a municipality to bring a minister of
the Crown to meet with local councillors in an
endeavour to address their concerns. Several weeks
ago I took one of my ministerial colleagues, the
Minister for Natural Resources, to my electorate to
speak to local councillors. If you can posSibly
arrange it you undertake to do so.
As was outlined to the Parliament yesterday, this
issue goes back to the days of Jim Kennan. The now
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Deputy Premier took a deputation from the Shire of
Euroa to speak to Jim Kennan. The honourable
member for Yan Yean may not like it, but it is a fact
that a minister of the then Labor government
supported the shire's request. It is on the record that
Jim Kennan, self-appointed QC and former minister
of the honourable member's own party, not only
accepted a deputatioil as requested - I commend
him for it; I am not criticising him for accepting the
deputation from the hard-working local member,
the Honourable Patrick McNamara - but also
supported what was put before him. Typically, the
next minister, Mr Spyker, did nothing about it. That
will come as no surprise to anybody because that is
what he did for the entire time he held the transport
portfolio. He did nothing to resolve any problems.
Yesterday the honourable member for Yan Yean got
nowhere with this matter, and the outcome has been
the same today. As he has raised it once again, I will
say once again that I shall refer the matter to the
Minister for Roads and Ports in another place.
Mrs TEHAN (Minister for Health) - The
honourable member for Albert Park raised a matter
he had raised earlier today during question time,
and I thank him for giving me the opportunity to
complete the answer as I could not do so then
because of the barrage of interjections from the
opposition. I advise the honourable member and the
house that the pilot project of seven Clinictrans was
established in November last year to examine the
concept of non-emergency patient transport systems
being contracted out. Because it had never been
done before there was a need to create a market to
bring a competitive element into the non-emergency
sector.
Advertisements were placed in ambulance
magazines seeking expressions of interest from
people wanting to be involved in the pilot
arrangement of providing non-emergency transport
in competition with the Metropolitan Ambulance
Service. Six companies have applied, several of
which comprise off-duty ambulance officers. Before
turning to the other allegations that were elicited
this afternoon, I suggest that the material was
obviously provided to the honourable member by
Julie-Anne Davies of the Sunday Age. Julie-Anne
Davies is now the health writer for that newspaper,
and she wrote the article last Sunday. Julie-Anne
Davies was the press secretary for the former
Minister for Health, Maureen Lyster, so she has a
great interest in looking at all manner of things from
her perspective. Ms Davies was in the gallery today
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and was obviously interested in feeding information
to the honourable member.
I warn the honourable member for Albert Park,
however, that the allegations he has just made about
Clinictrans, Menada Pty Ltd and Mr Bill Wood are
totally without foundation and are indicative of the
type of allegation put forward by the opposition.
That has been the trend in matters raised concerning
the Premier, the transport portfolio and now the
health portfolio.
Clinictrans was awarded one of the contracts in
November last year. At that time Mr Bill Wood was
working with Clinictrans. He has since severed all
ties with Clinictrans and in January 1994 took up a
position with the Metropolitan Ambulance Service,
well after the Clinictrans contract was entered into.
Mr Wood had no involvement in that; it was part of
the pilot project I have outlined. It would be fitting
for the honourable member to remove the smirch he
has attempted to put on Mr Wood's name. I repeat:
Mr Wood is now working with the Metropolitan
Ambulance Service but when he took up that
position in 1994 he severed all ties with Clinictrans.
I conclude by saying that the opportunity to contract
services has for the first time engendered real
competition in the ambulance service. An
improvement in productiVity, quality and patient
care can be seen. The market had to be developed to
enable this pilot to go forward. However, when it is
evaluated - I expect that it will be found to have
been a positive pilot study - the government will
look to a tender process in July for subcontracted
ambulances and will continue to expand and
enhance the provision of ambulance services.

Mr JOHN (Minister for Community Services) The honourable member for Ballarat West referred
to the funding of two persons from his area who
have been picked for the Victorian team of people
with disabilities to play in the national netball
championships in Perth: Michael Massarotti and
Theo Amold. The honourable member is a great
supporter of people with disabilities and has made
strong representations to me. Over the past few days
I have met with some members of the netball team
which is going to Perth. I am concerned that people
who have achieved selection - people with a great
spirit of self-reliance, individualism and
discipline - will not be able to go to the national
championships because of the finance required.
They have raised themselves $200-0dd per player for
fares and accommodation and the balance of $950 is
required. The team goes in only a few days.
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I am pleased to infonn the honourable member for
Ballarat West that as a result of his strong
representations on behalf of these young people, I
can announce tOnight that the government, through
the minister's fund, will finance the $950 for each
athlete to go to the championships. As I said, I have
met some of the members of the netball team
personally. They are fine young people who have
been extremely hardworking in winning selection
for the team, and it would be a great shame if they
were now unable to go because of a lack of finance.
I am pleased to tell the honourable member for
Ballarat West that the government will provide
one-off grants to enable these two young people to
attend the national championships for netball and to
assist young people with disabilities.
The honourable member for Bundoora referred to an
alleged 10 per cent cut in the budget of Kew
Cottages. I am net certain of the programs to which
she referred, but she raised points that had been
previously made by Mr Geoff Welchman, President
of the Kew Cottages and St Nicholas Parents
Association. I know Mr Welchman; he is a very well
respected person in the field of disability services,
and I will certainly look into the matters the
honourable member raised.
I have to say that when the government came to
office it had a horrific financial and budgetary
problem on its hands with financial--

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr JOHN - I am sorry to have to repeat it, but
the government was placed in a financial position
which was totally out of control and it had to make
strong decisions, which were announced at the time.
As I have informed this house on many occasions,
the government's budget strategy with community
services was to take 10 per cent out of the portfolio
over a two-year period. Because disability services
are so important the government has prioritised
certain areas, and this year it has already spent in
excess of $300 million.

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr JOHN - The government had to cut it, and
the opposition is to blame. It left this state with
every welfare indicator down the drain. Victoria
experienced record youth homelessness, record
unemployment and record waiting lists for public
housing - the list goes on, and I am sorry to have to
repeat it. I will look further into the matter that the
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honourable member for Bundoora raised and advise
her of the detail as soon as practicable.

projects, as indeed the previous government did for example, the Toyota complex.

Mr GUDE (Minister for Industry and
Employment) -TIu-ee matters were raised for my
attention. The first was raised by the Leader of the
Opposition with respect to the Australian Air
International application for support from the state
of Victoria for the purpose of relocating its activities
from New South Wales to Victoria for delivery of an
air charter flight arrangement out of
Melbourne-Sydney to Beijing and a direct flight
arrangement which is part of the program into
Europe, as the honourable member mayor may not
be aware.

Officers of my department work as a team to assist
an industry through the problems associated with
red tape, whether it be caused by local, state or
federal governments; there is no difference in that
respect. The goverrurient has undertaken that
process of assistance.

There was a suggestion in the remarks made by the
Leader of the Opposition that there were secret
guidelines and something about a third party who
was unnamed. Then there was innuendo about Air
World Australia, another organisation which it was
being suggested should receive the same guidelines
and benefits, and there was a request for
information about whether it had applied for that
information. I will try to go through all those areas
again and I hope we can get it right this time in the
mind of the honourable member.
The Premier announced in May 1993 the
developm~t of guidelines to attract new industries
to the state of Victoria.

Mr Brumby interjected.
Mr GUDE - Can I just answer? You have raised
the issue and I am telling you the facts. If you do not
want to accept the facts or believe them, please
disprove them. Put up or shut up! The fact is that the
Premier announced the development of guidelines
in May 1993. At the August meeting of the
ministerial industry council there was a
determination on what those guidelines would be.
In the industry statement that I made in September,
a copy of which I understand - because I instructed
it to be so - was forwarded to every honourable
member of this Parliament, the guidelines are laid
out for all to see. Nothing is secret.

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr GUDE - I am telling you what they are.
Mr Speaker, payroll tax forgone, land tax forgone,
assistance with infrastructure, assistance with
training - these are the sorts of things that the
government was able to achieve. It fast-tracked

As to the suggestion of a third party, if the Leader of
the Opposition as a third party were to bring to me
or the Premier a business proposition requiring
assistance or support, we would welcome even him.
We are interested in the quality and the
deservedness or otherwise of any application. As I
said in the industry statement, we are looking for
value adding. We are looking to create new jobs in
Victoria. It would take too long to go through all the
details. I again draw the attention of the Leader of
the Opposition to the guidelines set out in the
industry statement, which have been neither added
to or subtracted from.
One of the companies that have benefited is Nokia
Telecommunications, an overseas corporation that
has its regional headquarters in New South Wales.
Because of the support this government is able to
provide, as well as other advantages in operating in
Victoria, the company has decided to locate its
research and development offices in this state.
A $90 million polyester fibre plant is to be built in
the northern suburbs, and that project, which will
provide 175 jobs, has been supported by the
government. Even the opposition should welcome
that project, which is an example of the type of
investment the government is happy to endorse.

If I recall correctly, the Leader of the Opposition
asserted that no assessment had been undertaken by
officers of my department. That is incorrect. Officers
of my department have been involved in the process
virtually from the word go and have had
discussions with the company. That company's
application has been supported by an independent
assessment document from one of the major
corporate accounting groups.
As with all other investments, the propriety and
integrity of that investment has been maintained
absolutely. If the Leader of the Opposition can
provide me with any evidence to indicate otherwise,
I will be pleased to follow that up and sort it out.
However, that is not the case in this instance nor in
any other instance of which I am aware.
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The matter concerning Air World Australia fits into
a different category in that, as I understand it, that
company, as is the case with Australia Air
International, has made an application to operate on
certain overseas routes. The company is not required
to prove its bona fides other than to those issuing
overseas operating permits, and then it must simply
prove that it is capable of meeting the necessary
operating criteria.
Australia Air International is presently located in
Sydney and has sought the assistance of this
government. As I understand it, Air World Australia
has its head office in Victoria and wishes to remain
here. It has made no application for any support
funding from the government. Indeed, as recently as
this week I have been advised by that company that
at this stage it sees no reason to seek any additional
funding support from the government. We would
welcome Air World Australia's bid to bring tourists
to Australia or to take tourists from Australia. We
are all for that business opportunity. To my
knowledge - I checked this only a few days ago no applications have been made for support and no
support has been given. I hope that answers the
question raised by the Leader of the Opposition once
and for all. On a couple of occasions I have
endeavoured to make it clear in Parliament. I am
happy to assist the honourable member further
should that be necessary.
The honourable member for Bulleen raised the
decision of the Australian Industrial Relations
Commission to re-open the national wage case. He
described it as grossly unfair. In many ways that
ought to be the final humiliation this week for the
federal Minister for Industrial Relations,
Mr Brereton, for his new industrial relations
legislation because it has received sound
condemnation in the press around Australia, from
economic and industrial commentators, business
people, academics and employers, large and small. I
should have thought he would appreciate there is
something wrong with it.
A few weeks ago when I made an application to the
Australian Industrial Relations Commission inviting
it to re-visit the national wage case for the purpose
of looking at the guidelines as they would apply to
the new industrial laws, it was suggested I was
grand standing and that my application was a stunt.
It was a stunt three weeks ago in the eyes of the
federal minister but it is reality today! The
Australian Industrial Relations Commission agreed
with the proposition I put. If the federal minister is
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not embarrassed, I suggest he should be. If he is not,
he certainly ought to be.
One of the concerns I share is the prospect of a wage
blow-out as a result of recent statements that have
been made both by the federal government and
certain sections of trade union officialdom indicating
a desire for what I describe as an unjustified $10
wage rise. Let us not forget that irrespective of
whether one is happy about the processes in place at
federal or state level, there are still millions of
Australians out of work who presumably want to
work. Certainly I and most other people know many
who would like the opportunity of work.
Mr Haenneyer interjected.
Mr GUDE -If you get some distorted pleasure
out of the fact there are substantial numbers of
people who are unemployed in Victoria, that is
ample evidence of your uncaring nature. The
honourable member for Yan Yean, in one respect,
has consistently shown his lack of care because of
his capacity to smear and use innuendo. He, above
all members, with the possible exception of the
Leader of the Opposition, has given a Signature to
the new Labor in Victoria - smear. The signature of
the Labor Party in Victoria entails a process of
innuendo, whining, carping and negativeness. You
never come out with something constructive, and
when you are challenged - Mr SEITZ (Keilor) - On a point of order,
Mr Speaker, the minister is debating the question. I
suggest he should also be speaking through the
Chair.
The SPEAKER - Order! As to the first point
there is no constriction or restriction on what is said
during the adjournment debate as there is during
question time. The minister's remarks are relevant to
the subject raised. But I direct the minister to speak
through the Chair.
Mr GUDE (Minister for Industry and
Employment) - As you will recall, Mr Speaker, I
was discussing the effects of the federal industrial
relations legislation on employment opportunities in
this state when the honourable member for Yan
Yean interjected. Rather than yap with the
protection of this place he should move to the steps
of Parliament House and demonstrate that he is not
gutless. The federal government has consistently
been warned of the dangers of its approach in this
area and unless the legislation is changed it will
assign many more young Australians to the scrap
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heap. It would appear from the interjection of the
honourable member for Yan Yean and some other
honourable members of the opposition that that is
okay by them. Let me assure the house that it is not
okay by the Kennett government. As far as it is
concerned, it is about reopening Victoria for
business and creating wealth and jobs for decent
people in this state.
Economic and industrial commentators and others
have expressed considerable concern about the new
enterprise flexibility stream: the safety net role of
awards and the capacity of the federal commission
to review and update them; the bargaining and good
faith obligations; the right to take industrial action
during the negotiation phase of certified agreements;
and the commission's power to unilaterally set
minimum standards in respect of minimum wage
levels, tennination pay, equal pay and parental leave.
Immediately I made the application the federal
minister thought it was a stunt. All of the areas I
have referred to require consideration by the
Australian Industrial Relations Commission. I am
pleased that the commission has now decided to do
something about those matters. Honourable
members should be concerned that the legislation
introduced by the federal minister will clearly have
a negative impact on jobs.
1llat same minister has made it clear that he wants
to quit his portfolio. He wants to pass the baton and
take on a less demanding area; he wants to abrogate
his responsibilities. In a perfect world, if he were to
tear up the legislation and then quit, we would all be
happy. However, before leaving he should fix that
abhorrent act to allow the workplace to operate free
of industrial muscle and union influence.
If the minister does not leave, perhaps he could go to
the major projects portfolio where he was such a
smash hit in New South Wales and helped
Mr Unsworth lose an election. Perhaps he could take
the mantle of Senator Richardson as the power
broker of the New South Wales right. Certainly it
would help if he took a leaf out of Senator
Richardson's book and spent some time in a far-()ff
place like the Marshall Islands!
Mr Brereton and his baby boomer comrades like the
Leader of the Opposition have undermined business
confidence, threatened jobs and stalled the recovery
in this state. History will show the negative nature
of the reforms, and I congratulate the federal
commission for taking a sensible and responsible
stance.
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The honourable member for Preston referred to a
briefing that took place on industrial relations and
asked how it applies in this state and a number of
quasi-autonomous agencies. He seemed to think
there had been some problem with the industrial
advocate or the government's counsel supposedly
saying that the state would not be successful in a
federal case. The honourable member referred to a
High Court challenge, but I inform him that there
are 21 High Court challenges and he did not make
clear to which one he was referring.
I do not know if he is referring to any of those or to a
prospective High Court challenge that relates to the
flawed Brereton legislation. However, I advise the
honourable member that I - and I was at the
meeting - do not recall at any time anything
negative being said with respect to those
applications. I assure the house that the contrary is
the case. The government believes it has a strong
case and that is why it is pursuing the matter in the
High Court.
I do not know whether that answers the honourable
member's question. When questions were raised
with me earlier today by the honourable member for
Pascoe Vale and the Leader of the Opposition it was
suggested that we did not believe we could win the
court cases. I answered that there had not been any
such assertion. That is my clear recollection.
An honourable member interjected.

Mr GUDE - That was not the case! As I recall,
I indicated that the meeting had occurred and that
discussions had taken place on the process of
industrial relations as conducted in this state and
run by the government of Victoria. The honourable
member cannot conclude from that answer that it
would encompass people covered by contracts
under state awards; by contracts, awards or
agreements under the federal system; some 21 High
Court challenges; or what the government might do
in relation to the Brereton legislation. I am sorry if he
does not have the brains to understand that, but that
is clearly the poSition.
The honourable member may think the government
is giving it away. The government has regretted
decisions made by the Australian Industrial
Relations Commission on health and education, but
if the honourable member thinks it has all gone
away he should think again. Victoria, together with
all other Australian states, including the Labor state
of Queensland, is currently mounting a High Court
challenge against the actions of the federal
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government. If that action is successful, as the
government believes it will be, awards that have
been created temporarily will be struck down.
The government has been briefing members of
agencies affected by industrial relations changes that
are taking place federally and in relation to state
awards-Mr Thomson interjected.
Mr GUDE - The honourable member for Pascoe
Vale says by interjection, 'Save us the money'. That
is what the Labor Party would like, because it is
totally beholden to its Labor mates. That will not
happen. The government will infonn the people of
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Victoria about what is contained in legislation
introduced by the federal Labor government that
will have a negative effect on employment and will
result in a stagnation of growth in Victoria and
Australia generally.
I can understand the embarrassment of the
honourable member for Pascoe Vale. I hope after
this long explanation, for which I apologise, he will
finally understand.
Motion agreed to.
House adjourned 5.17 p.m. until Tuesday, 19 April.
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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
Housing: legal representation and expenses incurred
(Question No. 163)
Mr HAERMEYER asked Minister for Planning, for the Minister for Housing:
In respect of legal expenses incurred by each department, agency or authority within his administration for the period 3
October 1992 to date:
1.
What were the cases in which these legal expenses were incurred?
2.
What expenses were incurred in each case?
3.
What was the purpose for engaging legal representation in each case?
4.
What was the outcome of each case?
5.
What the names are of legal cow\se1 engaged in each case?
6.
What was the name of the city and court in which each case was heard?

Mr MACLELLAN (Minister for Planning) - The answer supplied by the Minister for Housing is:
The Department of Planning and Development regularly needs to incur legal costs and maintains legal units which are
responsible for the provision of legal services. From time to time, it is necessary to seek advice and representation from
external legal advisors for matters such as:
Residential Tenancies Tribunal cases;
Administrative Appeals Tribunal cases;
commercial! contract disputes;
home finance contracts;
evictions;
conveyancing;
contract preparation;
general legal advice, including from the Victorian Government Solicitor; and
litigation and arbitration
The time and resources to collate information about each case is not available at this time. U the honourable member
seeks specific information I will be happy to provide it.

Housing: expenditure on conferences, seminars, workshops and training courses
(Question No. 195)
Mr HAERMEYER asked the Minister for Planning, for the Minister for Housing:
In respect of expenditure on conferences, seminars, workshops and training courses or like events by each department,
agency or authority within his administration for the period 3 October 1992 to date:
1.
What was the name of each conference, course, seminar, workshop or like event attended indicating: (a) locality

2.
3.

and venue; (b) purpose; and (c) the name of each person attending?
What was the cost of each event indicating: (a) accommodation; (b) entertainment; (c) meals and refreshments; (d)
travel; (e) car hire; (f) taxis and hire cars; and (g) other expenses?
Whether the event was externally organised; if so what was the name of the person(s), organisation(s) or
companies engaged and at what cost?
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Mr MACLELLAN (Minister for Planning) - The answer supplied by the Minister for Housing is:
Seminars, workshops and training courses are conducted frequently in most departmental and agency office locations.
They are often developed and conducted locally or conducted interstate for policy officers from various states and
territories who are involved in similar activities. They include word processing and information system training, skills
development training, information seminars on policy or management issues and planning sessions for middle and
senior management or for specific work groups. The time and resources to collate information on each of these
activities is not available at this time. If the honourable member is seeking information about departmental or agency
approaches to the provision of certain types of training, I will be happy to provide the information.
The following table details information on conferences attended by staff in the Department of Planning and
Development who are involved in housing and related areas within the housing portfolio.
Detailed information on the total cost of attendance at each event is not readily accessible. Officers were paid
accommodation and meal allowances in accordance with Public Service rates.
NAME OF CONFERENCE

SPONSOR

LOCATION

AlTENDEES

GDS World Conference

National Public Works Council

Sydney

W.Corlett

Sldlls fonnation Workshop

Construction Industry Development
Agency (CIDA)

Sydney

S.Curnow

NPWC Conference

National Public Works Council

Canberra

B. Hobson

Quality Management Conference

National Public Works Council

Sydney

R. Kavanagh

NPWC Conference

National Public Works Council

Hobart

B. Hobson

National Institute of Engineers
Conference

National Institute of Engineers

Canberra

W. Corlett

Housing Maintenance Workshop

State Housing Departments

Darwin

R.Kavanagh

Energy Codes Australia Conference

Energy Codes Australia

Canberra

S. Rybalov

CIDA National Conference

CIDA

Sydney

B.Solly

Third Asia Pacific Conference on
Commercialisation of the Public Sector

Third Asia Pacifk Conference of
Management Consultants

Brisbane

B.Solly

Housing Strategy Workshop

Department of Health, Housing,
Local Govennnent and Community
Services

Sydney

B.Solly

Planning Better Cities Conference

HR Conferences Pty Ltd

Sydney

W. Barlow

Adaptable Housing Standards
Conference

National Committee on Rationalised
Building (NCRB)

Sydney

C. Nicholls

Rationalised Building Conference

Standards Australia Seminar Services

Canberra

C. Nicholls

Effective Contract Management
Conference

HR Conferences Pty Ltd

Sydney

P. McMahon

Contract Law Conference

Construction Project Law
(International) P IL (CPLI)

Sydney

P. Chong

Housing for Indigenous People
Conference

Queensland Department of Housing
and Local Government

Stradbroke Island

M. Tice

Sydney

P. Wallace

Perth

P. Wallace

Contracting Out of Maintenance Seminar HR Conferences
Australasian Housing Public Bodies
Maintenance Managers Conference

WA Government
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Government Property Management
Conference

AIC Conference

Sydney

A. Peters

Public Sector Property Management
Conference

fiR Conferences

Sydney

M.Ginn

Asset Management Conference

fiR Conference

Sydney

J. Pierce

8endigo

T. Szalnowski

Country Towns &:: Rural Areas Planning Trevor Budge &:: Associates
and Development Conference
EEO Annual Conference

llR Conferences

Sydney

K. Vella

Third Annual Human Resources
Benchmarking Conference

HRM Consulting Pty Ltd

Sydney

R.Sabatini

Australasian Urban &:: Regional
Information System Association
(AURISA) Annual Conference

AURISA

Adelaide

J. WiIliamson

Melbourne

P. Chrlstopoulos
B.Shelton
I. Satins
W.Lee
E. Phelan

Royal Institute of Public
Setting the Pace for the 90s
GovemmentRefonns and Restructuring Administration

Managing Construction Project
Quality Assurance Seminar

Construction QA Seminars

Melbourne

Asset Management Systems
Conference

AIC Conferences

Sydney

CALS Australia '93 Conference

Edi Council of Australia

Melbourne

D. Hingst

Surety Bonds in the Building and
Construction Industry

National Public Works Council

Melbourne

B. Shelton
W.Lee
J. Davies
P. Robinson
R. Frith
N.Noonan
J. Gregory
M. Milesi
A.Amel
S.Cumow
D. Sneath
E. Phelan
R. Thompson
D. Goldsworthy
R. Ewart

Quality in Construction

IES Conferences Australia

Melbourne

P.Robinson

Networking CADD Conference

CSIRO

Melbourne

W. Corlett
R. Neilson
D. Hingst
W. Bermingham
R. Harrop
M. Moraitis
S. Kafkarisos

Reliability Centred Maintenance

Price Waterhouse

Melbourne

A. Peters

Empowennent Seminar

Seven Dimensions

Melbourne

M.Daly

RAIA Professional Development
Seminars

Royal Australian Institute of
Architects

Melbourne

J. Nicholls

B. Shelton
I. Satins
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Surety Bonds Seminar

National Public Works Council
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Melbourne

T. Sweeney

J. Cebergs
J. Hudson
J. Sierra
K. Evans
R. Woolaston

Partnering in Project Management

Master Builders Association

Melbourne

Linking Housing and Home Care
Conference

Municipal Association of Victoria

Melbourne

J. Nicholls
H.Gamer
L. Timcke

P.Acreman
Australian Living Standards Seminar

Institute of Family Studies

Canberra

T.Cahir

The Economic Reform Conference

Economic Society of Victoria

Melbourne

L. Timcke

P. Gifford
Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islanders
Conference

Aboriginat & Torres Strait Islanders
Council

Performance Indicators for Government DGR Consulting

Brisbane

T.Cahir

Melbourne

P. Leigh

Risk Management in Financial
Institutions

KPMG Peat Marwick

Melbourne

R. Woolaston

Government Home Ownership

SA HomeStart Finance Ltd

Adelaide

R. Woolaston
T. Nippard

Public Sector Financial Management

Society of Certified Practising
Accountants

Melbourne

R. Woolaston

HIA Conference

Housing Industry Association;
Australian Bankers Association;
Urban Development Institute of
Australia

Melbourne

R. Woolaston
T. Nippard

The 4th Annual Securitisation
Conferences

AIC Conferences

Sydney

P Andrews
T. Nippard

Housing: interstate travel
(Question No. 227)

Mr HAERMEYER asked the Minister for Planning, for the Minister for Housing:
In respect of expenditure on interstate travel by each department, agency or authority within his administration for the
period 3 October 1992 to date:
1.
What the name was of each individual undertaking such travel and to what destinations?
2.
What was the purpose of visiting each destination?
With whom did the minister or persons undertaking such travel meet and for what purpose?
3.
4.
What costs were associated with the travel, indicating: (a) airfares; (b) car rental and hire cars, including type of
cars hired or rented; (c) taxis; (d) accommodation, including name of establishment and the itemised costs; (e)
entertainment, including nature, venue and itemised costs; and (f) other expenses?
5.
Whether family members, associates, or guests accompanied the traveller(s) on each trip; if so, at what cost?

Mr MACLELLAN (Minister for Plarming) - The answer supplied by the Minister for Housing is:
The following information on interstate travel applies to the Minister, ministerial staff and staff in the Department of
Planning and Development who are involved in housing and related matters. It also covers travel undertaken by the
secretary and staff of the Resources Division which services all areas of the department
No family members or guests accompanied any officer on official travel
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The list does not include travel where the costs were met by a source other than the state government. For example,
departmental information systems staff are required to visit other state housing authorities which have purchased the
ISIP system. These costs are met by the client agency.
NAME

DESTINAnON

COST

PURPOSE

R. Knowles
R. Wilson

Sydney

Airfare
$514.00 (RK)
$468.44 (RW)
Taxis
$36.00

Meeting with NSW Minister for Community
Services and senior NSW officials

R. Knowles
R. WiIson

Canberra

Airfares

Construction Ministers' Conference

$454.12(RK)

$311.64 (RW)
Expenses
$252.90 (RK)

$246.00 (RW)
R. Knowles
R. WiIson

Hobart

R. Knowles
R. WiIson

Canberra

Airfares
$507.64 (RK)
$311.30 (RW)
Expenses
$252.90 (RK)
$168.00 (RW)

Housing Ministers' Conference

Airfares

Meeting with Commonwealth Minister for Housing,
Local Government and Community Services

$454.12 (RK)
$318.28 (RW)

Taxis
$26.00
Expenses
$134.60 (RW)

B. Nicholls

Adelaide

Airfares

NPWC meeting

$441.00

Accommodation
$92.60

B. Nicholls

Sydney

Airfares

Meeting with Director, Public Works NSW

$468.44

B. NichoUs

Perth

Airfares
$1056.44

Meeting with NPWC and National Building
Codes Council (NBCC)

Accommodation
$185.20

B. Nicholls

Canberra

Airfares

Construction Industry Development Council Meeting

$318.28

Accommodation
$185.20

B. Nicholls

Launceston

Airfares

Local Government Ministers' Meeting

$366.52

Accommodation
$92.60

B. Nicholls

B. Nicholls

Canberra

Hobart

Airfares
$318.28

Australian Unifonn Building Regulation Codes
Council (AUBRCC) meeting

Airfares

Housing Ministers' Conference

$423.36

Accommodation
$92.60
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B. Nicholls

Canberra

Airfares
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AHIOC meeting

$378.28

Accommodation
$92.60

B. Nicholls

Canberra

Airfares
$319.48

Accommodation

Meeting with Secretary, Department of Health,
Housing and Local Government and Community
Services

$92.60

B. Nicholls

Sydney

Airfares

Housing and Urban Development Meeting

$454.10

B. Nicholls

Sydney

Airfares

CIDA meeting

$454.10

B. Nicholls

Sydney

Airfares

AUBRCC meeting

$454.10

B. Nicholls

Canberra

Airfares

AHIOC meeting

$366.70

J. Peirce

Sydney /Darwin

Airfares:
$391.40

$1108.38

To meet with public and private sector representatives
on the management of publicly owned resources
and assets

Taxis:
$14.00

Accommodation:
$92.60

Other
$29.90

T.Nippard

T.Nippard

Adelaide

Brisbane

$441.00

Airfare

To attend a meeting of Commonwealth State Working
Party of Housing Officials on the Social Housing
Subsidy Program (SHSP).

Airfare

As above

$727.16

T. Nippard

Canberra

Airfare

As above

$354.76

T. Nippard

Adelaide

Airfare
$370.44

Accommodation
$185.20

To attend both a meeting of the Commonwealth State
Working Party of Housing Officials on the SHSP and
a 2-day seminar for Government home ownership
officers organised by SA HomeStart Finance Ltd.

Other Expenses
$203.55

R. Woolaston

Adelaide

Airfare

As above

$310.44

Accommodation
$92.60

Other Expenses
$106.15

T.Nippard

R. Woolaston

Canberra

Canberra

$358.68

Airfare

To attend a meeting of the Commonwealth State
Working Group of Housing Officials on Home
Purchase Programs

Airfare

As above

$358.68

R. Woolaston

Canberra

Airfare
$339.08

As above
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Canberra

Airfare

As above

$366.70

J.Davies

Brisbane

Airfare
$524.70

To attend a meeting of the National Public Works
Council (NPWC) Contracts Committee

Taxi
$40.20

Accommodation
$185.20
Other Expenses
$275.00

J.Davies

Sydney

Airfare
$338.00

Taxi
$42.00
Other Expenses
564.15
I Satins

Sydney

A irfa re
5450.00
Taxi

To attend a meeting of the Building Industry
Sub-Contractors Organisation of Australia (BISCOA)
on Australian Standard 2124

To attend a meeting on Asset Management Geographic Systems Information

$79.00

Accommodation
$185.20

Other Expenses
5275.00
J.Davies

Canberra

Airfare
$340.00
Taxi
595.20
Accommodation

To attend the NPWC Contracts Committee meeting

$185.20

Other Expenses
$275.00

W.Lee

Sydney

Airfare
5435.60
Taxi
526.00
Other Expenses
$64.15

To attend a meeting of the Construction Industry
Development Agency (CIDA) on Building Industry
Reform

J.Davies

Sydney

Airfare
5458.00
Taxi
541.00
Other Expenses
564.15

To attend a meeting on AS2124

J.Davies

Sydney

Airfare
$449.00
Taxi
$42.60
Other Expenses
$9.80

To attend the NPWC Contracts Committee meeting.

B. Shelton

Sydney

Airfare
5446.00
Taxi

To attend the NPWC Security of Payment meeting.

$56.70

Other Expenses
$34.00

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

ASSEMBLY

830

Tuesday, 29 March 1994

J. Davies

Sydney

Airfare
$452.00
Taxi
$91.20
Accommodation
$185.20
Other Expenses
$275 .00

To attend the NPWC Contracts Committee meeting

B.Shelton

Sydney

Airfare
S42.0.60
Taxi
$43.20
Accommodation
$92.60
Other Expenses
$110.00

To attend the NPWC/NSW Public Works Department
(PWO) Security of Payment meeting

I. Satins

Sydney

Airfare
$456.00
Taxi
$151.20
Accommodation
$277.80
Other Expenses
$304.00

To attend the Asset Management Seminar

B. Shelton

Sydney

Airfare
$456.00
Accommodation
$277.80
Other Expenses
$304.00

To attend the Asset Management Seminar

J. Davies

Sydney

Airfare
$432.80
Taxi
$19.10
Accommodation
$185.20
Other Expenses
$275.00

To attend a meeting at Standards Australia

J. McMeekin

Sydney

Airfare
$434.60
Taxi
$109.70
Accommodation
$92.60
Other Expenses
$110.00

To attend a meeting with NPWC on NA TSPEC

A. Macdonald

Sydney

Airfare
$434.60
Taxi
$50.70
Accommodation
$92.60
Other Expenses
$110.00

To attend a meeting with NPWC on NATSPEC
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B.Shelton

Canberra

Airfare
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To attend the NPWC Security of Payment meeting.

$360.40

Taxi
$103.80

Accommodation
$185.20

Other Expenses
$215.00

B.Shelton

Sydney

Airfare

To attend the NPWC Security of Payment meeting.

$427.00

Taxi
$35.00

Other Expenses
$34.00

J.Davies

Sydney

Airfare

To attend a meeting at Standards Australia

$456.80

Taxi
$74.00

Accommodation
$92.60

Other Expenses
$110.00

J.Davies

Adelaide

A irfa re

To attend the NPWC Contracts Committee meeting

$410.40

Taxi
$69.50
Accommodation
$185.20

Other Expenses
$215.00

N.Noonan

Tasmania

Accommodation
$185.20

To attend the NPWC Procurement Strategy
Group meeting

Other Expenses
$275.00

N.Noonan

Adelaide

Airfare
$441.00

To attend a Chief Executive Officer &: Construction
Industry Development Council Meeting

Accommodation
$92.60

Other Expenses
$110.00

N. Noonan

Sydney

Airfare

To attend a meeting on CIDA Code of Practice

$468.44

Other Expenses
$34.00

N. Noonan

Sydney

Airfare
$468.44

To attend the Building Owners and Managers
Association (BOMA)/NPWC Meeting

Other Expenses
$34.00

N. Noonan

Perth

Airfare
$1056.44

Accommodat ion
$277.80

Other Expenses
$414.00

To attend the CIDA &: NPWC Code of Practice Meeting
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Sydney

Airfare
$448.84
Accommodation
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To attend the CIDA Conference

$92.60
Other Expenses
$110.00

N.Noonan

Canberra

Airfare
$339.08
Accommodation

To attend the NPWC & Construction Industry
Ministers' Council (CIMC) Meeting

$92.60
Other Expenses
$110.00

N.Noonan

Sydney

Airfare
$403.76
Accommodation
$92.60
Other Expenses
$275.00

To attend the CIDA Code of Practice meeting.

N.Noonan

Brisbane

Airfare
$577.60
Accommodation
$185.20
Other Expenses
$34.00

To attend the CIDA Code of Practice Working
Party meeting

N. Noonan

Canberra

Airfare
$338.20

Conference

A.Amel

Canberra

Airfare
$338.20
Accommodation
$92.60
Other Expenses
$110.00

To attend Partnering Conference

A.Amel

Sydney

Airfare
$422.75
Other Expenses
$34.00

To attend the CIOC & CIDA Launch of Australian
C~e of Industry Prequalification Criteria

P.Doherty

Sydney

Airfare
$388.00
Taxi
$104.10
Other Expenses
$198.76

To attend the Open Systems Symposium

P.Doherty

Canberra

Airfare
$366.70
Other Expenses
$198.75

To meet with the ACT Housing Trust on ISIP
development

M.Covan

Sydney

Airfare
$388.00
Taxi

To attend the Pacific Rim Help Desk Conference

$14.40
Other Expenses
$195.00

D.Jolley

Canberra

Airfare
$378.28

To attend at meeting at ACT Housing Trust on a
quote for Rent Relief Scheme system

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
Tuesday. 29 March 1994

P. Macpherson

ASSEMBLY

Sydney

Airfare
$468.44

To attend the International Data Group
Communications - Windows World Conference

Other Expenses
$535.95

R.Lee

Brisbane

Airfare

To attend the INGRES - converter seminar

$704.90

Other Expenses
$198.75

D. Buckmaster

Brisbane

Airfare

To attend the INGRES - converter seminar

$704.90

Other Expenses
$166.00

P. Doherty

Sydney

Airfare

To attend the Australian UNIX user group conference

$468.44

Other Expenses
$202.60

J. Peoples
I.Allan

Sydney

Sydney

Airfare
$454.10

To attend a meeting at the Independent Commission
Against Corruption (lCAC) on probity issues

Airfare

To attend a meeting at ICAC on probity issues

$454.10

P.Doherty

Canberra

Airfare

To attend a site visit at the ACT Housing Trust

$366.70

Other Expenses
$32.60

B.Solly

Perth

Airfare

To attend a meeting at HomesWest

$1024.10

Other Expenses
$300.00

Accommodation
$277.80

B.Solly

Sydney

Airfare
$454.10

To attend Standing Committee of Housing
Officials meeting

Other Expenses
$180.00

Accommodation
$92.60

B.Solly

Canberra

Airfa re
$378.28

To attend a meeting with the Commonwealth Minister
for Housing, Local Government and Community Services

Accommodation
$92.60

Lance Wallace

Canberra

Airfare
$378.28

To attend a meeting with the Commonwealth Minister
for Housing, Local Government and Community Services

Accommodation
$92.60

B.Solly

Adelaide

Airfare
$345.00

Other Expenses
$170.00

Accommodation
$92.60

To attend the State Housing Authorities Meeting
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To attend a CIDA Conference

$429.24

Other Expenses
$200.00

Accommodation
$185.20

B.SoUy

Brisbane

Airfare
$104.90

To attend the Third Asia Pacific Conference on
Commercialiation of the Public Sector

Other Expenses
$450.00

Accommodation
$X77.so

B.SoUy

Sydney

Airfare

To attend a Housing Strategy Workshop

$454.10

Accommodation
$92.60

Other Expenses
$150.00

T.Cahir

Sydney

Airfare
$429.24

T.Cahir

Adelaide

Airfare
$441.00

To attend a Community Housing Program (CAP)
Meeting
To attend the Standing Committee Meeting of State/
Commonwealth Housing Officers

Other Expenses
$263.00

T.Cahir

Adelaide

Airfare
$441.00

To attend a CAP/Supported Accommodation
Assistance Program (SAAP) meeting

Taxi
$11.00

T.Cahir

Brisbane

Airfare
$727.17

To attend the Standing Committee Meeting of State/
Commonwealth Housing Officers

Other Expenses
$292.00

Taxi
$97.00

T.Cahir

Hobart

Airfare
$423.36

To attend the Housing Officers/Housing Ministers'
Meeting

Other Expenses
$292.00

Taxi
$80.00

T.Cahir

Canberra

Airfare

To attend a Seminar on Australian Living Standards

$309.70

T.Cahir

Sydney

Airfare
$468.44

To attend the Standing Committee Meeting of State/
Commonwealth Housing Officers

Taxi
$36.00

T. Cahir

Brisbane

Airfare (refunded by
ATSIC in part)
$595.84

Other Expenses
5312.00

Taxi
$105.00

To attend the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders
Conference
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Canberra

Airfare
$319.48

To attend the Standing Committee Meeting of State/
Commonwealth Housing Officers to discuss
performance indicators
To attend the Standing Committee Meeting of State/
Commonwealth Housing Officers

Other Expenses
$182.00
Taxi
$58.00

T.Cahir

K.Downie
H.Gamer

Canberra

Adelaide

Airfare
$386.00
Other Expenses
$164.00
Taxi
$35.00

To attend the Standing Committee Meeting of State/
Commonwealth Housing Officers

Airfare (per person)

To attend the National Conference for Co-operative
Housing

$433.16

Other Expenses
5374.55 (Downie)
Other Expenses
5328.00 (Gamer)
K.Downie

Canberra

K.Downie

Canberra

A irfa re
5386.00

To attend the Commonwealth State Housing
Agreement Program Development Meeting

Airfare

To attend the Community Housing Program Meeting

5378.2.8

K.Downie

Sydney

Airfare

To attend the Community Housing Program Meeting

$468.44

K. Downie

Canberra

Airfare
$378.28

To attend the Community Housing Program - National
Group Meeting

Taxi
$61.00
H.Gamer

Sydney

K. Downie
c.Gale

Canberra

Other Expenses
$273.00
Account not yet
received for airfare

To attend the Power, Politics and Performance
Conference

Airfare (Downie)

To meet with Industry Commission Officials

$339.20

Airfare (Gale)
$309.70
P. Leigh

Canberra

Airfare
$366.70

K.Oownie

Canberra

Airfare
$366.70

D. Pockley

W. Barlow

Sydney

Sydney

Airfare

To attend the Housing Statistics User AdviSOry
Group Meeting
To attend the Australian Housing Research Council
Meeting

$454.10

To attend the Community Housing Program Working
Party Meeting

Airfare

To attend a Conference on planning better cities

$458.64

Taxi
$60.00 (approx.)
Accommodation
$294.40
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C. Nicholls

Sydney

Airfare
$468.44

To attend a Conference to discuss adaptable housing
standards issues

C. Nicholls

Canberra

Airfare
$339.09

To attend a Conference to discuss rationalised building

P.McMahon

Sydney

Airfare
S403.76

To attend a Conference and workshops to discuss
effective contract management

P.Chong

Sydney

Airfare
$468.44
Accommodation
$388.75

To attend a Conference to discuss contract law

M.Tice

Stradbroke Island

Airfare
$595.84

To attend a Conference to discuss housing for
indigenous people

P. Wallace

Sydney

Airfare
$700.00
Accommodation
$450.00

To attend the Contracting out of Maintenance Seminar

P. Wallace

Perth

Airfare
$1200.00
Accommodation
$500.00

To attend the Australasian Housing Public Bodies
Annual Maintenance Managers Conference

A. Peters

Sydney

Airfare
$220.00
Taxi
$120.00
Other Expenses
$390.00

To attend the Government Property Management
Conference

M.Ginn

Sydney

Airfare
$468.00
Taxi
$120.00 (Approx.)
Accommodation
$324.00 (Approx)

To attend the Public Sector Property Management
Conference

A. Peters

Sydney

Airfare
$220.00
Taxi
$120.00
Other Expenses
$390.00

To attend the Government Property Management
Conference

). Williamson

Adelaide

Airfare
$409.64
Accommodation
$700.00

To attend the Annual Australasian Urban & Regional
Information System Association (AURISA) Conference

P. Dalle Nogare

Perth

Airfare
$965.20
Taxi
$84.00
Accommodation

To attend the TA FE National Physical Resource
Group Meeting

$277.80

Other Expenses
$193.20
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P. Dalle Nogare

Sydney

Airfare
$391.-«1

Taxi
$86.95
$2,600.00
K. Vena

Sydney

Airfare
$169.00
Travellnsurance
$15.00
Accommodation
$263.60
Meals

837

To attend a 6 day Middle Management course.
$2,600.00 includes full accommodation, meals,
course program, lectures, etc.

To attend the EEO Annual Conference

$31.00

Taxi
$87.80

J. Peirce

Sydney

Airfare

To attend the Asset Management Conference

$391.-«1

Accommodation
$92.60
Taxi
532.10
Other Expenses
$$43.90
W. Corlett

Sydney

Expenses
S390.04

To attend the NPWC Graphic Data System (COS)
World Conference

S.Cumow

Sydney

Expenses
5390.04

To attend the CIDA Skills Fonnation Workshop

B. Hobson

Canberra

Expenses
5378.28

To attend the NPWC Conference

R.Kavanagh

Sydney

Expenses
$468.44

To attend the NPWC Quality Management Conference

B. Hobson

Hobart

Expenses
$365.54

To attend the NPWC Conference

R.Kavanagh

Sydney

Expenses

To attend the NPWC Quality Management Conference

$429.24

W. Corlett

Sydney

Expenses

To attend a meeting at BOMA

$429.24

W. Corlett

Canberra

Expenses
5378.28

To attend the Nationallnstitute of Engineers Conference

R.Kavanagh

Darwin

Expenses
$1093.68

To attend the State Housing Departments Housing
Maintenance Workshop

S. Rybalov

Canberra

Expenses
5378.28

To attend the Energy Codes Australia Conference

R.Sabatino

Sydney

Airfare

To attend the Third Annual Human Resource
Benchmarking Conference

$478.00

Accommodation
$260.00
Expenses
$4{I.OO
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Business and Employment: overseas travel
(Question No. 247)
Mr HAERMEYER asked the Minister for Industry and Employment:
In respect of expenditure on overseas travel by each department, agency or authority within his administration for the
period 3 October 1992 to date:
1.
What the name was of each individual undertaking such travel and to what destinations?
2.
What was the purpose of visiting each destination?
3.
With whom did the minister or persons undertaking such travel meet and for what purpose?
4.
What costs were associated with the travel indicating: (a) airfares; (b) car rental and hire cars, including type of
cars hired or rented; (c) taxis; (d) accommodation, including name of establishment and the itemised costs; (e)
entertainment, including nature, venue and itemised costs; and (t) other expenses?
5.
Whether family members, associates, or guests accompanied the traveller(s) on each trip; if so, at what cost?

Mr GUDE (Minister for Industry and Employment) - The answer is:
The time and resources to provide the detailed information sought cannot be justified.
The following information is provided by way of reply.
OVERSEAS TRAVEL
DEPARTMENT OF BUSINESS EMPLOYMENT
1 OCTOBER 1992 TO 30 NOVEMBER 1993

«

Name of Officer
LZalk

Date of Travel
28.10.92 to 9.11.92

Destination
Hong Kong
China

Cost
$7632

KBadenoch

10.11.92 to 15.11.92

Seoul,
Hong Kong.
Tokyo

$7002
To participate in "Promotion '92 Korea" to promote
Victoria as a place of investment opportunity.

M Croft

11.11.92 to 26.11.92

Indonesia

$9639
To lead a mission to pursue initiatives relating to
Common- aerospace, marine engineering defence
wealth
and academic courses.
Department
of Employment,
Education and
Training Funded

TDyson

16.11.92 to 22.11.92

Singapore

$6096

To attend the Pan-Asia Telecommunication Summit
1992. To investigate and discuss export opportunities
and strategies.

VSasharen

30.11.92 to 6.12.92

Singapore

$3242

To coordinate and manage the Victorian conbibution to
the 9th Offshore South-East Asia Exhibition and
Conference.

M Croft

26.1.93 to 16.2.93

Indonesia

$8190

To develop mutually beneficial Indonesian / Australian
collaborative airspace and marine industry plans.

M Croft

17.4.93 to 5.7.93

Indonesia

$39,709

To carryout the first phase of a feasibility study to
establish a Heavy Marine Engineering Training Centre
in Indonesia. (HMETC)

I Elliott

25.4.93 to 3.5.93

Taiwan

$7493

To promote Victoria's aerospace capabilities and identify
opportunities for Australian aerospace companies.

HonPGude
K Badenoch

24.5.93 to 6.6.93

Hong Kong
China
Vietnam

$13,329
$ 9,546

To promote investment in Victoria

M Croft

4.8.93 to 10.10.93

Indonesia

$34,375

Continuation of (HMETC) feasibility study.

Purpose
Lead and coordinate Melbourne - Hong Kong - Asia
Pacific Partnership Program
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KCrompton

12 August 1993 ongoing

United
Kingdom

$6531.00

To commence duties as Agent-General for Victoria
in London

I Etliott

15.8.93 - 26.8.93

Taiwan

$9000.00

Manage the Victorian Government stand at Taipei
Aero Space Technology Exhibition '93 and industry visits

HonPGude

29.10.93 - 17.11.93

Hong Kong
Taiwan

$20,828.00 Trade Mission

China

Japan
M Croft

10.11.93 to 11.12.93

Indonesia

$16,627.00 Continuation of (HMETC) feasibility study.

K H Badenoch

24.10.93 - 17.11.93

Hong Kong
Taiwan

$16,709.00 Pre-visit arrangements for Minister and provide logistic
suppo rt for trade mission

China

Japan
I RSmith

29.10.93 - 11.11.93

Hong Kong
Taiwan

$9,850.00

Assist Minister with Trade Mission

China

V Basharen

5.11.93 - 13.11.93

Vietnam

56843.16

Lead delegation of six Victorian companies to seek
business opportunities in oil and gas projects in Vietnam

L TWalters

9.11.93 - 17.11.93

Japan

$7488

Assist Minister with Trade Mission

J Crompton

Nov 93 - Jan 94

United
Kingdom

$2,411.00

Reunion visit with parent (Agent-General)

Costs associated with the above travel were in accordance with Government travel guidelines. No family members or
guests accompanied travellers at Government expense.
OVERSEAS PROJECI'S CORPORATIONOF VICTORIA (OPCV)

106 persons travelled overseas on behalf of OPCV during the period 3 October 1992 and 30 November 1993 at a total
cost of $1 069 671.
This travel was undertaken in connection with (a) the projects listed in the OPCV annual reports for 1992-93 and (b)
marketing activities.
1be persons who travelled consisted of (a) OPCV staff and (b) persons from both the private and public sectors
engaged by OPCV to assist with specific projects.

Housing: overseas travel
(Question No. 259)
Mr HAERMEYER asked the Minister for Planning for the Honourable Minister for Housing:
In respect of expenditure on overseas travel by each department, agency or authority within his administration for the
period 3 October 1992 to date:
1.
What the name was of each individual undertaking such travel and to what destinations?
2.
What was the purpose of visiting each destination?

3.
4.
5.

With whom did the Minister or persons undertaking such travel meet and for what purpose?
What costs were associated with the travel indicating: (a) airfares; (b) car rental and hire cars, including type of
cars hired or rented; (c) taxis; (d) accommodation, including name of establishment and the itemised costs; (e)
entertainment, including nature, venue and itemised costs; and (f) other expenses?
Whether family members, associates, or guests accompanied the traveller(s) on each trip; if so, at what cost?
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Mr MACLELLAN (Minister for Planning) - The answer supplied. by the Minister for Housing is:
(1)
(2)

(3)
(4)

(5)

Mr. Bob SoUy, Director of Housing and Mr. Richard Woolaston, Director, Home Finance, Department of Planning
and Development travelled to New Zealand from 28 February to 4 March 1993 (5 days).
The purpose of the travel was to review the changes in public housing and home fmance policies of the NZ
Ministry for Housing and associated Government departments and business enterprises.
Discussions were held with representatives from FRNZ Mortgage Corporation of NZ; NZ Guardian Trust;
CU-AMIC; NZ Treasury; Ministry of Housing; Housing Corporation of New Zealand; and Department of
Social Welfare.
The costs of the travel were:
(a) Airfares/Insurance/Departure Tax: S1365.75 per person on economy flight.
(b)
Car Rental: Nil
(c)
Taxis: (taxi vouchers used but details of costs are not readily accessible).
(d) Accommodation: SNZ538 per person
(e) There were no entertainment costs incurred
(f)
Other expenses were paid in accordance with standard Public Service rates.
No family member, associate or guest accompanied Messrs Solly and Woolaston.
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Major Projects: legal representation and expenses incurred
(Question No. 168)
Mr HAERMEYER asked the Minister for Planning, for the Minister for Major Projects:
In respect of legal expenses incurred by each department, agency or authority within his administration for the period
3 October 1992 to date:
1.
What were the cases in which these legal expenses were incurred?
2.
What expenses were incurred in each case?
3.
What was the purpose for engaging legal representation in each case?
4.
What was the outcome of each case?
S.
What the names are of legal counsel engaged in each case?
6.
What was the name of the city and court in which each case was heard?

Mr MACLELLAN (Minister for Planning) - The answer supplied by the Minister for Major Projects is:
I am advised by the Office of Major Projects that:
1.
The cases in which legal expenses were incurred are:
(a) Acquisitions for the casino project
(b) Retrieving back rent from tenant (pirrie)
(c) Obtaining damages from illegal occupant (Reeve)
(d) Attempting to relocate illegal occupant (Lighter's Floating Restaurant)
(e)
Response to claim for damages for alleged broken contract (SEX)
(t)
Sale of land (Tea House car park)
(g) Bayside Development Project (Sandridge City Development Company P /L)
2.

Legal expenses incurred in each case were:
(a)
$18400
(b)
$238.50
(c)
$9714.94
(d)
(e)
(t)
(g)

3.

$8267

$732.50
$1017.19
$1 092413

includes the cost of expert witnesses and other professional advice.

The purpose of engaging legal representation in each case was:
(a) See answer to 1 above.
(b) See answer to 1 above.
(c)
See answer to 1 above.
(d) See answer to 1 above.
(e) See answer to 1 above.
(t)
See answer to 1 above.
(g) To defend the case when a writ was served on the government
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4.

The outcome for each case is:
(a)
Acquisition finalised, compensation being negotiated.
(b) Back rent retrieved.
(c)
Agreement reached as to damages.
(d) Pending court listing.
(e) Plaintiff did not proceed.
(f)
Land sold.
(g) Pending trial, to commence on 28 February 1994.

5.

the names of legal counsel engaged in each case:
(a)
Maddock Lonie Chisholm.
(b) Blake Dawson Waldron.
Blake Dawson Waldron, Mr Ray Rosenberg, Mr Peter Bick.
(c)
(d) Victorian Government Solicitor, Mr Michae1 Crennan.
(e) Victorian Government Solicitor.
(f)
Garland Hawthome Brahe.
(g) Mr John Karkar, QC, Mr Mark Dreyfus, Barrister, Mr Bruce Goldman, Sly & Weigall.

6.

The name of the city and court in which each was heard is:
(a)
Not applicable.
(b)
Settled out of court.
(c)
Melbourne, County Court.
(d) Melbourne, Supreme Court.
Not applicable.
(e)
(f)
Not applicable.
(g) Melbourne, Supreme Court.

Major Projects: expenditure on conferences, seminars, workshops and training courses
(Question No. 2(0)

Mr HAERMEYER asked the Minister for Planning, for the Minister for Major Projects:
In respect of expenditure on conferences, seminars, workshops and training courses or like events by each department,
agency or authority within his administration for the period 3 October 1992 to date:
1.
What was the name of each conference, course, seminar, workshop or like event attended indicating: (a) locality
and venue; (b) purpose; and (c) the name of each person attending?
2.
What was the cost of each event indicating: (a) accommodation; (b) entertainment; (c) meals and refreslunents;
(d) travel; (e) car hire; (f) taxis and hire cars; and (g) other expenses?
3.
Whether the event was externally organised; if so what was the name of the person(s), organisation(s) or
companies engaged and at what cost?

Mr MACLELLAN (Minister for Planning) - The answer supplied by the Minister for Major Projects is:
It is considered that the level of resources and time required to gather this information would be inordinate and the
member's request cannot be accommodated.

Major Projects: interstate travel
(Question No. 232)

Mr HAERMEYER asked the Minister for Planning, for the Minister for Major Projects:
In respect of expenditure on interstate travel by each department, agency or authority within his administration for the
period 3 October 1992 to date:
What the name was of each individual undertaking such travel and to what destinations?
1.
2.
What was the purpose of visiting each destination?
With whom did the minister or persons undertaking such travel meet and for what purpose?
3.
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What costs were associated with the travel, indicating: Ca> air fares; (b) car rental and hire cars, including types of
cars hired or rented; (c) taxis; (d) accommodation, including name of establishment and the itemised costs;
(e) entertainment, including nature, venue and itemised costs; and (f) other expenses?
Whether family members, associates, or guests accompanied the traveller(s) on each trip; if so, at what cost?

Mr MACLELLAN (Minister for Planning) - The answer supplied by the Minister for Major Projects is:
Due to the level of time and resources required to collate the information the response has been provided by the OffICe
of Major Projects in summary form, as attached.

It

INTERSTATE TRAVEL SINCE 2110L92
Meeting
With

Purpose

Date

Name

Destination

26/11/92

J Shields

Melb/Sydney/Melb

Betters Cities Secretariat
Better Cities Secretariat
Re: Better Cities funding
Seminar organised by
C'wtth Dept of Health Housing for Lynch's Bridge
& Community Services

3/11/92

A Roennfeldt

Melb/Sydney/Melb

Waterfront Development Conference
Darling Harbour

A Roennfeldt

Melb/Sydney/Melb

Site visit Mirvac Group housing Representatives of
projoct & Sydney Aquarium re: from Mirvac Group &
Sydney Aquarium.
Bayside.

22/4/93

J Shields

N/A

Cost

Fare only

Fare &Accom.

Fares

Accompanied
By
N/A

N/A

N/A

0

Inspection of Olympic facilities Representatives
from Lend Lease
at Hornebush Bay

Faro only

rrI

CIl

=
~

0

Inspection of Sydney Exhibition Exhibition Centre
management roprosontatives
Centre & Darling Harbour
re: Melb Exhibition Centre

Fare

Fare & Accom N/A

Melb/Sydney/Melb

FIS Conference

8/9/93

A Roennfeldt

Melb/Sydney/Molb

N/A

en

,j

Weston

Melb/Sydney/Molb

9/11/93

J Weston

Melb/Sydney/Molb

Meeting over 2 days with Sydney Exhibition Promoters and
Developers at Sydney Exhibition Centre

5/11/93

R Roennfeldt

Melb/Adelaide/Melb

Inspect Grand Prix Facilities

29/10/93

t 4/10/93

A Roennfeldt
J Shields
M Birrell
WSmith

Melb/Sydney/Melb

Melb/Sydney/Melb

-

>
en

F loannidis

28/9/93

~-i

Fare & Accorn. N/A

4/5/93

Kinhill - Grand Prix project
managers

~

N/A

0

Z

Z
Z
0
-i

n
(!j

Fare only

N/A
I~
et

Fares
F1eprosentatives
Visit to Mirvac Group & Sydney
from Mirvac & Sydney Aquarium
Aquarium Re: Bayside
Representative from Lend
Site inspocti0fl of Olympic
Lease
facilities and 9ther major projects

N/A

Fares

N/A

N/A

Q.

::s
et

g.

';<
w
0

3:
~
::r

~
~
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Major Projects: overseas travel
(Question No. 261)
Mr HAERMEYER asked the Minister for Planning, for the Minister for Major Projects:
In respect of expenditure on overseas travel by each department, agency or authority within his administration for the
period 3 October 1992 to date:
1.
What the name was of each individual undertaking such travel and to what destinations?
2.
What was the purpose of visiting each destination?
3.
With whom did the minister or persons undertaking such travel meet and for what purpose?
4.
What costs were associated with the travel indicating: (a) airfares; (b) car rental and hire cars, including types of
cars hired or rented; (c) taxis; (d) accommodation, including name of establishment and the itemised costs;
(e) entertairunent, including nature, venue and itemised costs; and (f) other expenses?
5.
Whether family members, associates, or guests accompanied the traveller(s) on each trip; if so, at what cost?

Mr MACLELLAN (Minister for Planning) - The answer supplied by the Minister for Major Projects is:
1.

2.
3.

Name of the travellers and destination.
The Hon. M. Birrell and staff member Mr A. Hermann travelled to Tokyo, Japan, from 26July to 1 August
1993.
Purpose of travel.
Inspection of exhibition centre developments and waterfront developments.
Who was met and for what purpose.
People met included:
Mr Koji Adachi, Deputy General Manager
Mitsubishi-Estate Co Ltd, Yokohama
Briefing and tour
Mr Shozo Yukawa
Managing Director
Yokohama Minato Mirai Corporation
Briefing
Mr Mayumi Ogura
Executive Director
Pacifico Yokohama Exhibition Centre
Briefing and tour
Mr Takeshi Kirnura
Managing Director
Nippon Convention Center Inc.
Briefing and tour
Mr Ryubun Shimazu
Director of Protocol
Tokyo Metropolitan Government
Briefing and tour
Mr Shigehide Nagaoka
Sunshine City Corporation
Tokyo
Tour of Sunshine City complex
Mr Kevin Knowles and staff of Victorian Government Business Office, Tokyo
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Mr Hiroshi Olchi
Deputy Secretary General
Liberal Democratic Party

Briefing
His Excellency F. Rawdon Dalrymp1e
Australian Ambassador to Japan
Briefing with ambassador and staff
Mr Ken 1<. Takenaga
Regional Manager, Japan
Tourism Victoria

Briefing
MrIanGunn
President, BHP Japan
Mr lain Bartholomew
Vice President Development, BHP Japan

Briefing
4.

Costs.
(a) Air fares
$9906

Car rental and hire cars
Nil
(c)
Taxis
$400 (taxi and train expenses)
(d) Accommodation
ANA Hotel Tokyo
$2897
Detail:
21 700 yen per person per night for 4 nights x 2, plus Japanese government taxes and charges.
(e) Entertainment
Nil
(t)
Other expenses
$54 Oapan, departure tax); $200 (fax, telephone and entry charges); $3030 (approved agency rates) for two
persons on per day rate, as set out in public service determinations.
Who accompanied the travellers.
No family members and no other persons accompanied the travellers.

(b)

5.
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Appropriation, 856
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Council amendments dealt with (absolute majority),
2336

Second reading, 233, 403
Remaining stages, 411
Alcoholics and Drug-dependent Persons
(Amendment) Bill
Introduction and first reading, 101
Second reading, 376, 1282, 1296
Remaining stages, 1300

Administration and Probate (Amendment) Bill
Introduction and first reading, 102
Second reading, 233,461
Remaining stages, 481
Council amendment dealt with, 1300
Agent-General's Bill
Appropriation, 15
Second reading, 201, 226
Remaining stages, 233
Albury-Wodonga Agreement (Amendment) Bill
Introduction and first reading, 101

Appropriation (Interim 1994-95) Bill
Appropriation, 1134
Introduction and first reading, 1134
Second reading, 1134, 1413, 1507, 1631, 1650, 1676,
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Arts Institutions (Amendment) Bill
Introduction and first reading, 1213
Second reading, 1303, 1832
Appropriation, 1714
Remaining stages, 1839

Electricity Industry (Amendment) Bill
Introduction and first reading, 1507
Second reading, 1681,2127
Appropriation, 1714,2030
Committee,2164,2337
Remaining stages, 2343

Audit Bill
Second reading, 377,411
Committee, 411
Remaining stages, 420
Borrowing and Investment Powers (Further
Amendment) Bill
Introduction and first reading, 102
Second reading, 235, 543
Appropriation, 368
Remaining stages, 543
Casino Control (Miscellaneous Amendments) Bill
Introduction and first reading, 1213
Second reading, 1308, 1894
Appropriation, 1714
Committee, 1933
Remaining stages, 1937

Employment and Training (Amendment) Bill
Second reading, 46, 201
Remaining stages, 201
Environment Protection (General Amendment) Bill
Introduction and first reading, 708
Second reading, 770, 1058
Appropriation, 856
Committee, 1067
Remaining stages, 1068
Equipment (Public Safety) Bill
Introduction and first reading, 709
Second reading, 779, 1076
Appropriation, 856
Remaining stages, 1084
Financial Agreement Bill
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Introduction and first reading, 1506
Second reading (absolute majority), 1621,2079,2333
Appropriation, 1714
Third reading (absolute majority), 2334

Introduction and first reading, 934
Second reading, 1048, 1581, 1582, 1593
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Remaining stages, 1595
Financial Institutions (Victoria) (Amendment) Bill

Children and Young Persons (Miscellaneous
Amendments) Bill
Introduction and first reading, 708
Second reading (absolute majority), 774, 935
Third reading (absolute majority), 972
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Introduction and first reading, 708
Second reading, 768
Control of Weapons (Amendment) Bill
Introduction and first reading, 934
Second reading, 1049, 1566
Remaining stages, 1581
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(Amendment) Bill
Introduction and first reading, 101
Second reading, 374, 797
Remaining stages, 799
Economic Development (Repeal) Bill
Second reading, 18
Remaining stages, 46

Introduction and first reading, 1806
Second reading, 1867, 2266
Remaining stages, 2268
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Appropriation, 15
Concurrent debate, 368, 710
Second reading, 710
Committee, 751
Remaining stages, 754
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Introduction and first reading, 102
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Third reading, 754
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Fisheries (Amendment) Bill
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Second reading, 2125
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Introduction and first reading, 1213
Second reading, 1305, 1839
Committee, 1857
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Introduction and first reading, 1506
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Remaining stages, 534
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Remaining stages, 1282
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Appropriation, 1266
Third reading (absolute majority), 2078
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1300
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Second reading, 778,977,992, 1018
Committee, 1045
Remaining stages, 1048
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Committee, 1887
Third reading (absolute majority), 1888
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Appropriation, 856
Committee, 1245
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2334
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Appropriation, 1714
Committee, 1816
Third reading (absolute majority), 1817
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Appropriation, 1714
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Second reading, 1052, 1961
Appropriation, 1266
Remaining stages, 1965
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Introduction and first reading, 1215
Second reading (absolute majority), 1311, 2164
Committee, 2178
Third reading (absolute majority), 2179
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Introduction and first reading, 1566
Second reading, 1679,2333
Appropriation, 1714
Remaining stages, 2333
Swan Hill Pioneer Settlement Authority (Repeal) Bill
Introduction and first reading, 1507
Second reading (absolute majority), 1628, 1868

Water (Further Amendment) Bill
Introduction and first reading, 1506
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Remaining stages, 1946
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Business of the house, 372, 553, 1764,2034,2351
Casino Control (Miscellaneous Amendments) Bill,
1932
Electricity Industry (Amendment) Bill, 2163, 2337
Financial Management (Consequential Amendments)
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Local Government (Competitive Tendering) Bill, 2332
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Melbourne Water Corporation (Amendment) Bill,
2266

Mineral Resources Development (Further
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Office of the Regulator-General Bill, 2275
Petroleum (Amendment) Bill, 542
Planning procedures, 1792
Public Prosecutions Bill, 2078
Stamps (Securities Clearing House) Bill, 1830
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Westernport (Crib Point Terminal) Bill, 2318

REPORTS
Auditor-General
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Ministerial portfolios, 1955
Purchasing practices, 2190
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County Court judges, 2190
Economic Development Committee
Victorian building and construction industry, 1411
2189
Environment and Natural Resources Committee
Eductor dredging, 1471
Extractive industries, 2093
Fair Trading and Business Affairs, Office of
Introduction agencies, 2207
Health Computing Services Lld, 70
Law Reform Committee
Law of wills, 1867
Magistrates Court, 2190
National Road Trauma Advisory Council, 641
Obstetric and Paediatric Mortality and Morbidity,
Consultative Council on, 1867
Ombudsman, 1713
Public Accounts and Estimates Committee
1993, 1713
1993-94 budget estimates, 2189
Erratum, 367
Victorian public hospitals, 1867
Public Bodies Review Committee
Metropolitan Fire Brigades Board, 429
Scrutiny of Acts and Regulations Committee

Alert Digest, 10,367,641,855, 1133, 1412, 1713
Annual, 903
Subordinate legislation, 10
Water regulations, 10
Supreme Court judges, 2190
WorkCover, 10,855,1713
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Apprentices
Training, 1767
Transport subsidies, 814
(See also Tertiary education and training)

A
Aquarium, Proposed Melbourne, 1115, 1119
Aboriginal health funding, q 2026
Accommodation services, Emergency, 1478
Active at Any Age program, 670, 675
Administrative Appeals Tribunal
Planning decisions, 1320
Aged Care
Abuse of the elderly, 420
Active at Any Age program, 670,675
Elderly person units, 1114, 1463
Home and community care workshops, 1558
Inner West Linkages program, 423
Knox palliative care unit, 1642
Supported accommodation, 894
Agenda 21, q 1502
Agriculture, Department of
Camperdown office, 1463, 1468
(See also Minister for Agriculture)
Airshow Down-under, q 793

Auditor-General
Grants and subsidies to non-government
organisations, 679
International student programs, 70
Ministerial portfolios, 1955
Purchasing practices, 2190
Australia Air International, q 362, q 455, q 536, q 538,

q 702
Australian Compensation Services, q 704
Australian Football League, 2114
Australian Labor Party
Branch stacking, 1949, 1952
Fundraising, 1255
Performance, 1489
Australia-Taiwan air services agreement, q 635
Autumn economic statement (See Appropriation
(Interim 1994-95) Bill in BILLS)
Avalon Airshow, 768

B

Albert Park
Revitalisation, q 2212
(See also Grand prix)
Albert Park, Honourable member for
(See Members)
Ambulance services
Advertising campaign, q 1711, q 2124
Contracting out, q 796, 814, 817, q 1804, q 1893, 2013,
2015

Footscray station, 669
Management, q 1707
Private operators, q 633
Reforms, q 1590, q 1592, q 1672, q 1674
Response times, q 1294, q 1405, q 1406, q 1407, q 1504,
1565, q 1588, q 1589, q 1672, q 1674, q 1708, q 2212
ANCA Pty Ltd, 446
Anzac Day
Observance, q 1103, 1183
Train services, 1174

Ballarat, City of
Bus access to new library, 2085, 2090
Spraying of elm trees, 192, 195, 242, 246, 24~, 671, 676,
761,764

Banyule House, 1489
Better Care Pty Ltd, q 704, q 797, 2119, 2184
Births, Deaths and Marriages, Registry of, q 1892
BLF Custodian reports, 10
Braeside Metropolitan Park, 420, 424, 761, 763, 896, 897
Brothels
Frankston permit, 1640, 1647
Budget
Capital works funding, q 1209
Debt reduction, q 1291
Improvements, q 1208
Burglar alarms, 1769, 1771
BUTWood Highway, Femtree Gully, 811
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Children

Buses
Contracting out of Met services, q 634, q 635, q 637,
q 638, q 706, q 707, q 794, 984, 987, 1070,2112
Croydon-Femtree Gully service, 984, 987
Greenvale services, 2182
Hampton Park service, 1073
Little River school service, 1858, 1862
Reforms, 89, q 2123
School, 245, 249
Sydenham service, 1640, 1644
Wangaratta crash re-enactment, 892, 899

(See also National Bus Company, and Roger
Graham and Associates)

Child abuse, 433
Family group homes, q 539
Mandatory reporting, 191, 197
Protective services, 191, 197, q 1211, 2275, 2279
Children of God, 1176, 1179
Chung Corporation Ltd, q 1705, q 1706, q 1800, q 1802,
q 1803, q 1889, q 1890, q 1891, q 1892, q 1978, q 2022,
q2312

(See also Totalizator Agency Board)
Cigarette sales, 1768, 1772

Bushfires (See Fire)

Oinic Care Pty Ltd, q 1893

Business and industry

Oinictrans Pty Ltd, 814, 817, 2013, 2015, q 2311

Assistance gUidelines, 811, 819
Hong Kong trade mission, 2110
Investment initiatives, q 929, q 1123
Japanese investment in Victoria, q 1210
Links with Greece, q 848
Opportunities in Asia, q 360
Overseas trade missions, 2087
Regulation reform, q 459
Small business growth, q 1710

Cobram-Yarrawonga Adult Training Centre, 1464,
1466

Coburg, Honourable member for
(See Members)

Cockatoos, Sulphur-crested, 1859, 1864
Commonwealth Grants Commission, q 224
Commonwealth Industrial Relations Act, q 637, q 70S,

Business of the house (See Parliament)
Bux, Ms Dedrie, 1641, 1645

c
Calder Highway speed limit, 193
Capital City Policy project, q 1711

q 793, 812, 813, 821

Commonwealth Parliamentary Association, 1473
Commonwealth-state financial relations, q 224, q 359,
q537

Communications, Director of
Performance, 1492

Capital works (See Budget)

Community-based employment programs, 442

Cars (See Vehicles)

Community residential units, 2010, 2016

Case-mix funding (See Hospitals)

Community Support Fund, 434

Casino

Conservation and Natural Resources, Department of

Hudson Conway Ltd managing director, q 1403
Tender process, q 1124, q 1500, q 1503
(See also Crown Casino Ltd)
Casino Management Act, 1412
Centre Road, Bentleigh, 1069
Centres against sexual assault, q 3
Chemicals
Fruit spray registration, 1177, 1179
Relocation of Coode Island storage faCility, q 1016,
2093

Yarraville fire, 1320
(See also Herbicides)

Fire buffer zones, 421, 424
Platypus deaths in Genoa River, 61, 67
Constitution Act
Alleged breach, 9,15, 103
Consumer Resource and Advocacy Centre, Outer
East, 2088, 2091
Coode Island chemical storage facility, 2093
Corellas, Long-billed, 1859, 1864
Council of Australian Governments, q 1
County Court
Judges report, 2190
Scaffolding, q 226
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Credit rating (See Finance)
Criminal justice system, 1793
Crown Casino Ud, q 852, q 929, q 1500, q 1503, q 1979
Crown land, Echuca, 2086

Drugs
Drug-taking apparatus, 983
Legalisation of illegal, 1481
New Directions in Alcohol and Drug Services, q 639
DS and C Developments Pty Ud, 431, 757

Cystic fibrosis services, 1861, 1865
E

D
East Gippsland winter family games, 1861, 1866
D and M Painters, 431

Echuca Crown land, 2086

Daily Hansard, 903, 924, 1075

Eastland shopping centre, 1947, 1950

Dairy industry

Ecdestone, Bemie (See Grand prix)

Dumping of Dutch cheese, 1556, 1560
Investment initiatives, q 929
Dandenong court complex, q 2024
Dandenong Ranges, 1178, 1180
Daylight saving, q 634
Debt, State (See Finance)
Dental services
At Latrobe Regional Hospital, 1317
Deputy Ombudsman (Police Complaints), 1860, 1864
Diamond Valley, Shire of
Planning agreement, 2012, 2018
Direct Cameras, 1686, 1690
Disability services
Aids for disabled program, 893
Kew Cottages, 815, 818
Payments, 2088
Respite care, 424, 425, 510, 511

Economic Development Committee
Appointments, 2285
Victorian building and construction industry, 1411,
2189
Education
Gender issues, 1471
Gifted children, 925
Learning assessment project, q 1014
LOTE programs, q 638,1948,1951
Physical and sport education, q 2022
Schools of the Future program, 693
(See also Preschools, Schools and colleges,
Students, Teachers, and Tertiary education and
training)
Elderly person units, 1114
Electoral redistribution, q 2311
Electricity industry
Reforms, q 5, q 1590
(See also Generation Victoria, and SEC)
Electricity Services Victoria (See SEC)

Distinguished visitors, 1,96,221,359,460,702,847,
1800,2120,2211,2312

Employee Relations Act, q 1130

Division list, correction of, 767

Employment

Dogs, Savage, 193, 196
(See also Pit bull terriers)
Domestic violence
Services review, q 1126
VVangaratta,61,66
(See also Women)
Domson Pty Ud, 430
Dookie railway land, 981, 987
Drug and alcohol services, q 639

Community-based programs, 442, q 1014
Federal white paper, q 1672
Jobskills program, 436
Labour force trends, q 1705
(See also Unemployment)
Environment and Natural Resources Committee
Eductor dredging, 1471
Extractive industries, 2093
Environment Protection Authority
Gas bumoff, 1069
Herbicide overspraying in Ballarat, 192, 195,242,246,
248,671,676,761,764
Testing station, 2181
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Environment Victoria

Footrot control program, 1559, 1361

Advertising, 1768, 1771

Footscray, City of
Expenses of chief executive officer, 671, 1175
Land acquisition, 2100

Equal Opportunity Board
President, q 1128, q 1707

Forensic Medicine, Department of, q 3, 245, 248

Essendon Airport
Composting facility, 1949
Ethnic Affairs Commission
Grants, 2351, 2358
Interpreter cards, 2353, 2359
Racial vilification, 1765, 1769, q 1800

Forests
East Gippsland, 61, 67
Foster care
In western suburbs, 2276, 2280

Exhibition Centre, Southbank, q 1502

Francis Nicholson Homes Pty Ltd, 430

Exports

Fruit fly, q 1891, 1950, 1953

National growth, q 2211
Victorian, q 2211
(See also Business and industry)

F
Fair Trading
Direct Cameras, 1686, 1690
Geelong West town hall sale, 1557,1562
(See also Minister for Fair Trading)

Fruit sprays (See Chemicals)

G
Gallant Ridge Pty Ltd, 680, 814, 817
Gambling addiction, q 707
Gaming (See Casino, TABcorp, Totalizator Agency
Board,f and Victorian Gaming Commission)
Geelong Interchange Youth Group, 982

Family, l1le, 1176, 1179
Family group homes, q 539
Family Week, q 2028
Federal Airports Corporation, q 8
Fightback
Policy document, 241
Finance
Debt reduction, q 1291
Niemeyer statement, q 1673
State credit rating, q 4, q 853
State debt, q 96
Fire
Buffer zones, 421, 424
Bushfires in western Victoria, q 1212
Yarraville chemical, 1320
Fishing industry
Mesh nets, 244, 247

Generation Victoria
Redundancies, 1255, 1259
Gippsland repeater station, 1071
Gippsland Water
Charges, 1113, 1120
Gladstone Park young citizens group, 242, 246
Government
Media contracts, 516, 2108
Office accommodation, q 1804
Grand prix
Albert Park track, q 1101, 1476, q 1671, 1714,2098,
2354
Alternative sites, 2098
Costs, q 931, q 1122, q 1404, q 1410, 1475, 1714,2097,
q 2211, q 2307
Health effects, 1688, 1714
Melbourne Major Events Company Ltd, 1476, 1714,
q2307
Tobacco sponsorship, q I, q 2021, 2098

Floods
In north-eastern Victoria, 243, 247

Food
Premises in residential areas, 856
Standards, q 1978

Greater Geelong, City of, 2278
Greece
Cultural links, q 848
Grief counselling, 445
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Grievance days, 201, 1471
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House Committee
Appointments, 2285

H
Housing
Health
Albert Park, honourable member for: allegations,
q 2308, 2352, 2357
Breast screerUng, 422, 426
Cigarette sales, 1768, 1772
Compression garments for lymphoedema sufferers,
2278
Cystic fibrosis services, 1861, 1865
Drug and alcohol services, q 639
Maternal and child health services, 2117
McTits sandwich shop, 59, 63
Pap smears, 894, 898
Rural services, q 2021
(See also Aged Care, Ambulance services, and
Hospitals)

Building practices, 1071
Government contracts, 429, 757
Shared home ownership scheme, 1112, 1177
(See also Accommodation services, Emergency, and
Planning)
Housing Guarantee Fund Ltd, 63, 66, 431, 1174, 1766
Hume Freeway
Wangaratta bus crash re-enactment, 892, 899
Hume Weir, 2183

Incinerators
Effects on environment, 1070

Health and Community Services, Department of
Capital works expenditure, q 1410
Health Computing Services Ltd report, 70
Herbicides
Overspraying in Ballarat, 192, 195, 242, 246, 248, 671,
676,761,764
(See also Chemicals)
Hightower Pty Ltd planning permit, 2278
Highway service centres

Industrial relations
Federal reforms, q 637, q 70S, q 793, 812, 813, 821, 924,
1483, q 1889, q 1890
Junior wage rates, q 1591
National wage
Guidelines, 812,813,821
Increase, q 797
State, q 704, 1483
Industrial safety audits, 1641, 1644
Industry (See Business and industry)

Euroa,680,814,817,2103
Intellectually disabled
Hitz FM, 192, q 225
Home and community care services, 1558
Horticultural Development, Institute of, 194, 196
Hospitals
Case-mix funding, q 6, 60, 65, q 1016, 1557, 1561,
q 1708, q 2214
Country, q 100
Elmore District, 1258, 1261
Footscray PsychiatriC, 62, 64
Laboratory science course, 760, 762
Latrobe Regional dental services, 1317
Materrrity care, 60, 65
Mordialloc-Cheltenham Conununity, 1557, 1561
Mount Royal Rehabilitation Unit, 982, 989
Prince Henry's, q 1979
Proposed northern, 2184
Rochester and Elmore District Health Service, 757, 762
Shortage of specialists, q 539
Waiting lists, q 1708
Wangaratta District Base, 1861, 1865
Werribee Mercy, 190
Wodonga District obstetric services, 985,989

Cobram-Yarrawonga Adult Training Centre, 1464,
1466
Men's netball championships, 813, 818
Residential services, 11 J4
Interpreter cards, 2353, 2359
Interstate migration, 70
Introduction agencies
Report of Office of Fair Trading and Business Affairs,
2207
Investment (See Business and industry)
Irrigation
Goulbum Valley and Sunraysia districts, 1558, 1560

J
JGK Nominees, 9, 15, 103
Jiangsu Province, q 1893, q 2027
Jobskills program, 436
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K

McTits sandwich shop, 59, 63

Keilor, City of
Activities of council, 437
New municipal centre, 892, 897
Kew Cottages, 815, 818
Kindergartens (See Preschools)
KNF Advertising, 9, 15, 103

Magistrates Court
New technology, q 2122
Report, 2190
Malvern, City of
Boundaries, 893, 897
Meat industry

Knox, City of
Femtree Gully shire hall, 1073

L
Land title anomalies, 1117
Langi Kal Kal Prison, 1768
Law Reform Committee
Law of wills, 1867

Inspectors, 509, 513, q 540
Mediation services, q 1130
Medibank Private claim, 2106
Melbourne Airport
Privatisation, q 932,1072
Melbourne Major Events Company Ltd (See Grand
prix)
Melbourne Parks and Waterways, 1117, 1119

Lawcare, q 1982
Melbourne sports centre, Proposed, q 1406
Leeds Media and Communication Services Pty Ltd
Accreditation, q 2023, q 2024, q 2028, q 2121
Alleged breaches of media council rules, q 1015,
q2214
Government contracts, q 1016, 1492, q 2024, q 2028,
q2122
Tender processes, q 2309
Legal aid
Lawcare, q 1982
Level crossings (See Rail)
Liberal Party
Federal leadership, q 1980, q 1982
Fightback policy document, 241
Library services, q 2123

Melbourne Water
Melton water levy, 1117, 1119
(See also Water)
Melton, Shire of
VVaterlevy, 1117, 1119
Members
Albert Park: allegations, q 2308, 2352, 2357
Behaviour, l121
Coburg
Election of Mr Carlo Carli, 1705
Resignation of Honourable T. W. Roper, 799, 847
Williamstown: resignation of Honourable J. E.
Kimer,2343
(See also Opposition)

liquor Control (Amendment) Act, q 1015, 1115

Menada Pty Ltd, 814, 817

livestock theft, 2279, 2355,2360

Merlynston commuter car park, 1318

Local government

Mews project, East Melbourne, q 1406

Municipal electrical undertakings, 760, 764
Restructures, 857,892,893,897,904, 1116, 1118, 1685
Voting by permanently disabled, 2276
Local Government Board
Comments of chairman, q 1126
Murricipal restructures, 892, 893, 897
London Transport Bus Tours, 2012, 2015

Mining industry
Exploration in Bendigo, 1113, 1118
Government initiatives, q 854
Minister for Agriculture
Trip to Middle East and Europe, q 1127
Minister for Fair Trading
Performance, 1859, 1863
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Parliament

Office renovations, q 1290, q 1292
Shadow, 1412
Moody's Investors Service, q 853
Moomba gas pipeline, q 1802
Motel quality assurance control, 1072
Mount Stirling ski development, q 359

Business program, 18,201,368,547,641,857, 1143,
1412,1715,2030
Division list, 1991
JOintsittings,679,708,878,901
Leader of the Opposition: naming, 1103
~embers: behaviour, 1121
Points of order: ruling, 1109, 1131
Sessional orders: suspension, 1097
Parliament House

N
National Bus Company, q 634, q 635, q 637, q 638,
q 706, q 707, q 794, 984, 987, 1070,2112
(See also Buses, and Roger Graham and Associates)
National Road Trauma Advisory Council report, 641

Rats in grounds, 1557, 1562
Parliamentary committees, 2030
(See also list of REPORTS)
Parliamentary Contributory Superannuation Fund
Actuarial investigation, 429

Naval ammunition storage complex, 1687, 1691
Pedestrian crossings (See Roads)

Neighbourhood houses

Personal explanations

Berwick,1643
~anagementstnucture,

1950, 1952

New Directions in Alcohol and Drug Services, q 639
Niemeyer statement, q 1673
Notices of motion
Admissibility, 2283

o
Obstetric and Paediatric Mortality and Morbidity,
Consultative Council on: report, 1867
Oil and ga_s industry
Dandenong waste oil project, 1642, 1648
In Sale, 1256, 1262
Shell refinery dispute, q 1404
Old Castlemaine gaol, 1257, 1260
Olympic Games, Special, 673, 675
Ombudsman
Special report, 1713
Opposition
Deputy Leader: appointment, 1403
Leader
Electorate officer, 1689, 1690
Naming, 1103
Place of residence, 438
p
Parkinson'S disease support group, 2089, 2090

Mr Hayward, 189
Mr Leigh, 2164
Mr McLellan, 1058
Mr ~aclellan, 9
Mr Roper, 515
Mr Seitz, 1831
~r Thwaites, 2319
Petitions
Altona hospital, 9
Annexation of Kinglake, 1649
Battery hens, 855
Capital and corporal punishment, 1471
City of Altona, 9
City of Greater Geelong, 2029
Clothing requirements for food preparation outlets,
2189
Creek pollutants, 855
Crossings at Laverton, 2284
C5R 5oftwoods, Dartmoor, 903
Disability services, 515, 1076
Fairlea Prison, 640
Glengala Park primary, Glengala primary and
Sunshine special development schools, 640
Grand prix, 2284
Human life experimentation, 69
Kerford Clinic, Mayday Hills, 1265
Loyola seminary, 1133
Malvern community health services, 1712
~aternal and child health services, 367, 767
Maternity care, 69, 429,767, 1565, 1649
Merinda Park railway station, 1565
Mount Stirling, 1955
Neighbourhood houses, 69
Police stations and court complexes, 1410
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Pool and spa fencing, 640
Preschool and after-school fees, 69
Preschool funding, 367, 767, 1712
School closures, 767
Sexual discrimination, 1265, 1773,2284
Speech pathology service, 1565
State deficit levy, 10, 768, 1471
State education system, 640
Student unions, 2028, 2189, 2283
Totalizator Agency Board, 1133
Werribee District Hospital, 10

Premiers Conference, q 359
Preschools
Bendigo West, 1463, 1466
Bowerbird, 674, 677
Closures, 2085,2089
Enrolments in Footscray, 985
Funding,447,449,451,453,1556
William Hovell, 1462, 1466
Private Parking Services (Vie.) Pty Ltd, 1465, 1468
Public Accounts and Estimates Committee

Petrol prices, q 457
Physical and sport education, q 2022
Pit bull terriers, 2355, 2361
Planning
Frankston brothel permit, 1640, 1647
Hightower Pty Ltd, 2278
Mews project, East Melbourne, q 1406
Momington scheme amendment, 60, 64
Port Melbourne appeal, 511, 512
Procedures, 1774
St Kilda planning scheme, 1319
(See also Housing)
Planning and Development, Department of
Government housing and construction contracts, 429,
757
HOUSing office: opposition visit, 1685
Platypus deaths, Genoa River, 61, 67
Point Gellibrand, 1464, 1468
Police
Bayswater, 2356,2360
Capsicum spray in cells, 421
Comments on child protection, 1687
Confidential information, q 847, q 850, q 854, q 933,
q 1709
Deputy Ombudsman (Police Complaints), 1860, 1864
Firearm training procedures, q 636
Forensic Medicine, Department of, q 3, 245, 248
Impounding of cars, 1555, 1559
Lakes Entrance station, 1639, 1644
Speed cameras, 2089
Sunshine station, 1686
Port of Melbourne Authority
Oil spill, 1069
Post Newspapers Pty Ltd, 421, 424
Premier
Alleged breach of Constitution Act, 9, IS, 103
Overseas mission with Treasurer, q 96

1993 report, 1713
1993-94 budget estimates, 2189
Erratum, 367
Victorian public hospitals, 1867
Public Bodies Review Committee
Metropolitan Fire Brigades Board, 429
Public Prosecutions, Director of, q 360
Public Record Office
Joint committee records, 2030
Public sector
Code of conduct, q 2026
Shellcards, q 1980, 2014, 2017
Superannuation, 2183, q 2309
Voluntary departure packages, q 97
Public transport
Commercial development at stations, q 365
Reforms, 89, q 2123
Waverley Park interchange, 506
(See also Buses, Rail, and Trams)
Public Transport Corporation
Dookie railway land, 981, 987
Property portfolio, q 1709
Travel concessions, 1946

R
Racial vilification, 1765, 1769, q 1800
Rail
Commercial development at stations, q 365
Flinders Street station, 1675
Melton timetable, 2182
Reforms, 89, q 2123
St Albans
Level crossing, 1559, 1563
Service, 244
Travel concessions, 1946
upfield line, 2012, 2018
V/Line freight, q 1128, q 1504
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Wangaratta station, 1178
Werribee underpass, 1689
Real estate subagents, 509, 513, 1858, 1862
Respite care, 424, 425, 510, 511, 1764, 1770
River Murray levee banks, 2182
Road Safety Committee
Appointments, 2285
Roads
Braybrook pedestrian crossing, 1465
Burwood Highway, Ferntree Gully, 811
Centre Road, Bentleigh, 1069
Highway service centres, 680, 814, 817, 2103
Roadside maintenance, 508
Templestowe Road, Lower Templestowe, 1641
Traffic offence anomalies, 454
Wangaratta bus crash re-enactment, 892, 899
Wellington Road duplication, 670, 677
Western Ring Road, 1256
Roads Corporation (See VicRoads)
Rochester and Elmore District Health Service, 757, 762
Roger Graham and Associates, q 634, q 635, q 637,
q 638, q 706, q 707, q 794, 984, 987, 1070,211
(See also Buses, and National Bus Company)

Rosebud Lifesaving Club, 509
Rulings by the Chair
Addressing Chair, 1786,2071,2072,2094,2102,2103
Admissibility
Adjournment matter, 242, 246, 761, 892, 895, 1116,
1690,1765,1861,2014,2353
Amendment, 124
Motion, 680, 1183
(luestion,224,225, 1013, 1980
Response, 1694
Alleged breach of Constitution Act, 2, 18, 105
Anticipating debate, 441, 673, 2356
Availability of documents, 140, 155, 156
Complicated questions, 108
Conduct of members, 692, 703, 988, 991, 992, 1121,
2213
Correct titles, 122,867, 1102, 1500, 2101, 2359
Debates in other house, 904
Debating question, 362, 366, 633, 635, 796, 849, 850,
1124,1126,1208,1212,1292,1293,1294, 1295, 1406,
1503, 1505, 1591, 1592, 1593, 1673, 1674, 1692, 1706,
1710,2122
Display of articles, 1568
Hansard guidelines, 1075
Incorporation of documents, 675, 1488
Length of answers, 98, 101, 223, 457, 538, 1018, 1805
Limitation of discussion on adjournment matter, 896

Naming of Leader of the Opposition, 1103
Obeisance to Chair, 1646
Order of business, 102, 104
Parliamentary committee minority reports, 1411
Personal explanations, 1783,2319,2357
(luestion seeking opinion, 1589
Reading
From documents, 851, 986, 991, 1285, 1640,2102
Ofspeeches,681,955,985,1020,2067,2070
Reflection on Chair, 986
Relevance, 46,90, 94, 116, 159, 160, 162, 164, 169, 180,
209,370,384,385,456,457,636,644,706,711,721,
736,739,740,790,793,795,820,852,865,867,900,
905,906,914,930,931,934,1009,1027,1039,1078,
1085, 1094, 1102, 1144, 1210, 1226, 1270, 1271, 1276,
1456, 1501, 1512, 1513, 1588, 1591, 1592, 1593, 1675,
1706,1708,1729,1896,1898,1899,1907,1957,2035,
2036,2055,2056,2123,2186,2192,2215,2222,2231,
2245,2248,2249,2251,2255,2259,2310,2320,2321,
2322,2361
Shadow ministry, announcement of, 1413
Spurious and vexatious points of order, 164, 531, 680,
1072,1129,1262,2071,2353,2361
Sub judice rule, 423, 973, 1765
Tabling of documents, 851, 986, 991, 992, 1645, 1907
Tedious repetition, 2321
Unparliamentary and offensive remarks, 21, 95, 97,
120,121,125,129,161,166,369,501,548,550,675,
686,688,703,721,740,762,793,849,934,987,988,
989,1014,1103,1104,1105,1106,1107,1116,1132,
1133, 1268, 1269, 1280, 1512, 1514, 1638, 1691, 1766,
1770,1801,1895,1906,1916,1981,2009,2037,2047,
2054,2057,2068,2076,2099,2185,2186,2250,2283,
2302,2329,2353,2354,2359
Unresolved point of order, 1110

s
St Kilda, City of
Planning scheme, 1319
Restructure, 1116, 1118
Sale, City of
Sporting facilities, 1319
Salju, Sabri, 1477
Schools and colleges
Cheltenham Primary, 1464, 1468
Churchill North Primary, 759, 764
Coburg Secondary, 812, 815, 2355
Disadvantaged, 672, 676
Doveton West Primary site, 981, 986
Everton Upper Primary site, 1257, 1261
Flinders Park Secondary, 1321
Gladstone Park Secondary, 2011, 2014
Gravel Hill Primary site, 1259, 1261
Heidelberg West Primary, 672, 676
Kent Park Primary, 759
Korweinguboora Primary, 1174, 1178
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LOTE programs, q 638, 1948, 1951
Maintenance, 1494, 1499, q 1706
Mill Park Secondary, 758, 764
Monbulk Primary, 673, 677, 1688
Montrose Primary, 445
Munro Primary, 507, 1858
New Rowville Primary, 1555, 1560
;\Iorthland Secondary, 1641, 1645
Preston Secondary, 812, 815, 2355
Rutherglen High, 1949, 1951
School councils, 422
Security, 2277, 2281
Self-management, 673, 677
Sunbury Primary, 2011, 2014
Westmeadows Primary, 758, 764
(See also Teachers, and Tertiary education and
training)

INDEX
South channel pile light, 1317
Southbank exhibition centre, q 1502
Spaceline Pty ltd, 430
Speed cameras, 2089
Sport and recreation
Funding, 1948, 1951
Proposed Melbourne sports centre, q 1406
Springvale, City of
Tip site, 191, 194,420,424,761,763,896,897
Standing Orders Committee
Private members' and opposition business, 1076
State debt (See Finance)

Schools of the Future program, 693

Stock agent loan repayments, 423

Scrutiny of Acts and Regulations Committee

Street collectors, 2087

Alert Digest, 10,367,641,855,1133, 1412, 1713
Annual report, 903
Appointments, 2285
Subordinate legislation, 10
Water regulations, 10

Street Kids policy, q 2121
Students
Travel concessions for tertiary, 2277
Submarines, O-class, 1258

SEC
Charges, 193
Headquarters, q 222
Reforms, q 5
Vehicles, q 458
(See also Generation Victoria)

Sunday trading, 895
Sunshine Cabinets, 1175, 1180
Sunshine youth accommodation project, q 1013
Superannuation (See Public sector)

Senior Citizens Week, 244

Supported accommodation assistance program, 1478

Septic tank industry, 1259

Supreme Court

Serrated tussock weed, Melton, 2356, 2361
Sessional orders

Appointment, q 1013
Judges report, 2190

Suspension, 1097
Sexual discrimination
Lesbians and gay men, 439
Shamford development company, 2011, 2019
Shared home ownership scheme, 1112, 1177
Shell refinery dispute, q 1404
Shell cards, q 1980,2014,2017
Sheriff's Office, 1639, 1646
Small business (See Business and industry)
Snow Brand Pty ltd, q 929
Soccer
World Cup final, 2180, 2185

T
T ABcorp Holdings ltd
Appointments, q 1408
(See also Totalizator Agency Board, and ViTAB ltd)
Taxis
Echuca dispute, 1321
Multipurpose, 815, 816
Reforms, q 1588
Teachers
Bux, Ms Dedrie, 1641, 1645
District liaison principals, q 5, q 6, q 8, q 97, q 99,
q 221, q 223, q 224, q 226, q 364, q 366, q 459, q 460,
q 540, q 639
School principals, q 96, 243, 248, q 364

LEGISLA TIVE ASSEMBLY
Senior appointments, 18
Staff amenities, q 2214
Stop-work meetings, 1318
(See also Schools and colleges)
Telecom
Charges, q 455
Templestowe Road, Lower Templestowe, 1641
Tertiary education and training
Apprenticeships, 1767
RMIT laboratory science course, 760, 762
TAFE accreditation, 445
University of Ballarat, 679, 708, 878, 901
Victoria University of Technology, 679, 708, 878, 901
Tobacco industry
Alternative crops, q 2124
Toilet paper
Purchase by former government, q 99
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Treasury Place renovations, q 1290, q 1292
(See also Government)

u
U-Care Pty Ltd, q 704, q 797
Unemployment
Budget forecast, q 1207
Geelong youth, 440
Government policies, 641, q 1014, q 1207
(See also Employment)
Unions
Activities on building sites, 191, 198
Meat inspectors, 509, 513, q 540
Universities (See Tertiary education and training)
Urban Land Authority
Jiangsu Province, q 1893
Restructure, q 1015
(See also Planning)

Toora wind fann, 1462, 1467

v

Totalizator Agency Board
Chung Corporation Ltd, q 1705, q 1706, q 1800,
q 1802, q 1803, q 1889, q 1890, q 1891, q 1892,
q 1978, q 2022, q 2312
Crown consortium, q 929
Privatisation, q 363, q 1408
Tourism
London Transport Bus Tours, 2012, 2015
Motel quality assurance control, 1072
Tourism Victoria
Australia-Taiwan air services agreement, q 635
Dandenong Ranges, 1178
Promotional campaign, q 540
Rural and regional, q 1405, 1497

Vehicles
Assessment program, 2087, 2090
Commercial vehicle registration, 2013
Impounding of cars, 1465, 1468, 1555, 1559
Veterinary laboratories, Regional, q 795, 982, 1860,
1864

VicRoads
Financial policy, 1766, 1771
New car assessment program, 2087, 2090
Victorian Casino Control Authority, q 852
Victorian Gaming Commission, 434

Tow-truck drivers, 62

Victorian Institute of Animal Science, 672, 676

Trade missions

Videos, X-rated, q 460

Hong Kong, 2110
Overseas, 2087
(See also Business and industry)
Trams

ViTAB Ltd, q 847, q 850, q 854, q 933, q 1709
VlLine (See Rail)
Voluntary departure packages, q 97

Reforms, 89

w

Transport Accident Commission
Claim by Jeffrey Craig Gaylard, 1947, 1951

Walker, Mr Ron, q 2215
Water

Treasurer
Overseas mission with Premier, q 96

AuthOrity reforms, 1176, 1179, 1767, 1771
Gippsland charges, 1113, 1120
Melton levy, 1117, 1119
Monbulk mains pressure, 62, 67

INDEX
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Wellington Road duplication, 670, 677
Western Ring Road, 1256
Williamstown, Honourable member for
Resignation, 2343
Women
Centres against sexual assault, q 3
Government policies, 1184
In education, 446
In science and technology, q 365
In trade unions, 507
Refuges, q 1293, 1478,2181
(See also Domestic violence)
Wool
Geelong sales centres, 447
WorkCover
Advertising campaign, q 1803
Industrial deafness claims, q 796, 2119, 2184
Reforms, q 703
Reports, 10,855, 1713
World Cup
Soccer final, 2180, 2185

y
Yackandandah private garden, 1320
Yalloum Bowling Club, 2086
Youth
Refuges, 1478
Street Kids policy, q 2121
Suicides in western suburbs, 1643
Sunshine youth accommodation project, q 1013
Unemployment, Geelong, 440

LEGISLA TIVE ASSEMBLY
MEMBERS
ANDRIANOPOUlOS, Mr (Mill Park)
Adjournment
Interpreter cards, 2353
Mill Park Secondary College, 758
Bills
Appropriation (Interim 1994-95) Bill, 1656
Points of order, 2353, 2354

ASHLEY, Mr (Bayswater)
Bills
Children and Young Persons (Miscellaneous
Amendments) Bill, 945
Sentencing (Victim Impact Statement) Bill, 1042
Questions without notice
Aboriginal health funding, 2026
Electricity industry reforms, 1590
Hospitals: shortage of specialists, 539
Mining initiatives, 854
BAKER, Mr (Sunshine)
Adjournment
Fightback poliCY, 241
Bills
Agent-General's Bill, 201
Audit Bill, 377, 412, 413, 414, 417, 418
Borrowing and Investment Powers Bill, 543
Economic Development (Repeal) Bill, 18
Electricity Industry (Amendment) Bill, 2150
Equipment (Public Safety) Bill, 709
Financial Management Bill, 710
Financial Management (Consequential Amendments)
Bill,710
Friendly Societies (Benefit Funds) Bill, 708
Melbourne Water Corporation (Amendment) Bill,
2254
Public Prosecutions Bill, 2054
State Bank of South Australia (Transfer of
Undertaking) Bill, 1110
State Insurance Office (Amendment) Bill, 755
Tertiary Education (Amendment) Bill, 2234
Victorian Funds Management Corporation Bill, 2290
Petitions
Glengala Park primary, Glengala primary and
Sunshine special development schools, 640
Points of order, 21, 116,209,242,384,385,457,538,703,
738,739,895,1013,1020,2122,2310
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Questions without notice
Australia Air International, 362
Capital works funding, 1209
Local Government Board, 1126
BATCHELOR, Mr (Thomastown)
Adjournment
McTits sandwich shop, 59
National Bus Company, 984, 1070
Proposed northern hospital, 2184
St Albans train service, 244
Tertiary student travel concessions, 2277
Travel concessions, 1946
Waverley Park transport interchange, 506
Bills
Appropriation (Interim 1994-95) Bill, 1635
Food (Amendment) Bill, 789
Transport (Further Amendment) Bill, 1223, 1245, 1250
Daily Hansard, 1075

Grievances
National Bus Company, 2112
Petitions
Clothing requirements for food preparation outlets,
2189
Points of order, 89, 93, 531, 635, 636, 790, 795, 984, 986,
987,992,1226,1765
Questions without notice
Met bus services, 634, 635, 637, 638, 706, 707, 794
BILDSTIEN, Mr (Mildura)
Adjournment
Fruit fly eradication, 1950
Bills
Children and Young Persons (Miscellaneous
Amendments) Bill, 968
Wheat Marketing (Amendment) Bill, 866
Points of order, 867, 1954
Questions without notice
Fruit fly, 1891
BROWN, Mr (Gippsland West) (Minister for Public
Transport)
Adjournment
Ballarat library bus access, 2090
Burwood Highway, Ferntree Gully, 816
Croydon-Fern tree Gully bus service, 987
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Dookie railway land, 987
Highway service centres: Euroa, 817
Little River school bus service, 1862
Multipurpose taxis, 816
National Bus Company, 987
New car assessment program, 2090
St Albans level crossing, 1562
Sydenham bus service, 1644
VicRoads financial policy, 1771
Wellington Road duplication, 677
Bills
Arts Institutions (Amendment) Bill, 1838
Medical Practice Bill, 543
Transport (Further Amendment) Bill, 709, 780, 1242,
1246, 1250
Westernport (Crib Point Terminal) Bill, 1506,2317
Highway service centres, 688
National Road Trauma Advisory Council report, 641
Points of order, 674, 680, 686,688,984, 1226
Questions without notice
Commercial development at railway stations, 365
Flinders Street railway station, 1675
Met bus services, 634, 635, 637, 638, 706, 707, 794
Public transport, 2123
Public Transport Corporation properties, 1709
Rail freight system, 1129
V /Line freight, 1504
BRUMBY, Mr (Broadmeadows) (Leader of the
Opposition)
Adjournment
Elm trees in Ballarat, 761
Industry assistance guidelines, 811
Rosebud Lifesaving Club, 509
Anzac Day, 1183

Bills
Appropriation (Interim 1994-95) Bill, 1413
Arts Institutions (Amendment) Bill, 1832
Casino Control (Miscellaneous Amendments) Bill,
1894
Electricity Industry (Amendment) Bill, 2127
Gaming and Betting Bill, 1726, 1956, 1959,1961,1996,
1998,2000
Land (Revocation of Reservations) Bill, 1956,2319
Melbourne Water Corporation (Amendment) Bill,
2236
Public Prosecutions Bill, 2066
Stamps (Securities Clearing House) Bill, 1817
Tertiary Education (Amendment) Bill, 1213
Treasury Corporation of Victoria (Amendment) Bill,
1806, 1816

Vocational Education and Training (Amendment)
Bill, 1215
Business of the house
Program, 547,642, 1713,2031
Coburg, Honourable member for: resignation, 802
Constitution Act: alleged breach, 15, 107, 119
Daily Hansard, 903
Grand prix, 1714, 2097
Grievances
Grand prix, 2097
Local government restructure, 857, 904
Opposition, Deputy Leader of the: appoint 1403
Petitions
Speech pathology service, 1565
Student urrions, 2189, 2284
Planning procedures, 1774
Points of order, 15, 107, 119, 121, 124, 155, 369, 548, 674,
852,931,1102,1103,1104,1105,1106,1121,1132,
1183,1210,1501,1706,1957,2013,2036,2123,2186,
2320,2321,2352
Questions without notice
Australia Air International, 536, 538, 702
Casino, Melbourne, 1124, 1403, 1503
Chung Corporation Ltd, 1705, 1706, 1800, 1802, 1803,
1889,1890,1891,1978,2022
Crown Casino Ltd, 852, 929,1500
District liaison principals, 221
Federal industrial relations reforms, 793
Federal Liberal Party leadership, 1980, 1982
Grand prix
Albert Park track, 1101, 1671
Costs, 931, 1122, 1404,2211
Melbourne Major Events Company Ltd, 2307
Tobacco sponsorship, 1,2021
Leeds Media and Communication Services Pty Ltd,
2024
Library services, 2123
Mount Stirling ski develop 359
Petrol prices, 457
Police: confidential information, 847, 850, 854, 1709
School prinCipals, 96
Treasury Place renovations, 1290, 1292
Unemployment, 1207
ViTAB Ltd, 850, 854
Unemployment, 641
Williamstown, Honourable member for: resignation,
2346

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY
CARLI, Mr (Coburg) (Elected 14 May 1994)
Adjournment
EPA testing station, 2181
Upfield railway line, 2012
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Business of the house
Points of order: ruling, 1131
Constitution Act: alleged breach, 181
Petitions

Bills
Appropriation (Interim 1994-95) Bill, 1965
Electricity Industry (Amendment) Bill, 2158
Tertiary Education (Amendment) Bill, 2202
Vocational Education and Training (Amendment)
Bill,2174

State deficit levy, 10
Werribee District Hospital, 10
Points of order, 139, 155, 1105, 1109, 1126
(See also Rulings by the Chair in SUBJECTS)

COLE, Mr (Melbourne)
CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES, The (Mr J. F.
McGrath) (See Rulings by the Chair in SUBJECTS)

Adjournment
Anzac Day: train services, 1174

CLARK, Mr (Box Hill)
Bills
Audit Bill, 394
Borrowing and Investment Powers (Further
Amendment) Bill, 543
Financial Agreement Bill, 1593
Financial Management Bill, 730
Financial Management (Consequential Amendments)
Bill,730
Interstate migration, 84
Points of order, 385, 721, 736, 739

COG HILL, Or (Werribee)
Adjournment
Housing Guarantee Fund, 1174
Little River school bus service, 1858
Sheriff's Office, 1639
Werribee Mercy Hospital, 190
Werribee railway underpass, 1689
Bills
Accident Compensation (Amendment) Bill, 1173, 1215
Albury-Wodonga Agreement (Amendment) Bill,409
Appropriation (Interim 1994-95) Bill, 1535
Appropriation (Parliament) (Interim 1994-95) Bill,
1742
Audit Bill, 386, 414, 418
Economic Development (Repeal) Bill, 41
Financial Agreement Bill, 1584
Financial Management Bill, 719
Financial Management (Consequential Amendments)
Bill, 719
Land (Further Miscellaneous Matters) Bill, 662
Medical Practice Bill, 1095
Tertiary Education (Amendment) Bill, 1214

Bills
Accident Compensation (Amendment) Bill, 1217
Administration and Probate (Amendment) Bill, 461,
1300
Agent-General's Bill, 212
Albury-Wodonga Agreement (Amendment) Bill, 403
Appropriation (Interim 1994-95) Bill, 1451
Arts Institutions (Amendment) Bill, 1835
Children and Young Persons (Miscellaneous
Amendments) Bill, 948
Control of Weapons (Amendment) Bill, 1571
Financial Institutions (Victoria) (Amendment) Bill,
2266
Friendly Societies (Benefit Funds) Bill, 972
Land (Further Miscellaneous Matters) Bill, 660
Legal Aid Commission (Amendment) Bill, 878
Magistrates' Court (Amendment) Bill, 1839
National Crime Authority (State Provisions)
(Amendment) Bill, 1276
Public Prosecutions Bill, 2034
Sentencing (Victim Impact Statement) Bill, 977, 992,
1045, 1047
State Trustees (State Owned Company) Bill, 1885
Tertiary Education (Amendment) Bill, 2216
Business of the house
Points of order: ruling, 1132
Constitution Act alleged breach, 187
Law Reform Committee

Law of wills, 1867
Planning procedures, 1790
Points of order, 1276, 1456,2035,2036,2037,2047,2071,
2076,2283
Questions without notice
Director of Public Prosecutions, 360
Equal Opportunity Board president, 1128
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COLEMAN, Mr (Bennettswood) (Minister for Natural
Resources)
Adjournment
Crown land at Echuca, 2092
East Gippsland forests, 67
Elm trees in BaHarat, 195,246,248,676,764
Environment Victoria advertising, 1771
Fire buffer zones, 424
Floods in north-eastern Victoria, 247
Gippsland Water charges, 1120
Long-billed corellas and sulphur-crested cockatoos,
1864

Melton water levy, 1119
Mesh net fishing, 247
Monbulk water pressure, 67
Platypus deaths, Genoa River, 67
Proposed aquarium, 1119
Water authority reform, 1179
Water industry, 1771

Bills
Catchment and Land Protection Bill, 1506, 1621, 1624
Environment Protection (General Amendment) Bill,
708,770,1067
Fisheries (Amendment) Bill, 2034, 2125
Land (Further Miscellaneous Matters) Bill, 101, 238,
667,669
Office of the Regulator-General Bill, 1629
Swan Hill Pioneer Settlement Authority (Repeal) Bill,
1628, 1629
Victorian Institute of Marine Sciences (Amendment)
Bill, 934, 1052, 1965
Water (Further Amendment) Bill, 1506, 1620, 1945
Westernport (Crib Point Terminal) Bill, 1627

Sentencing (Victim Impact Statement) Bill, 1040
Transport (Further Amendment) Bill, 1228, 1247
Westernport (Crib Point Terminal) Bill, 2300
Grievances
Legalisation of illegal drugs, 1481
Local government restructure, 912
Points of order, 90, 94,121,241,550,739,905, 1027,
1116,1638,1895,1916,2035,2302
Public Bodies Review Committee
Metropolitan Fire Brigades Board, 429
Public transport reforms, 89
(See also Rulings by the Chair in SUBJECTS)
CUNNINGHAM, Mr (Melton)
Adjournment
Melton water levy, 1117
Public transport in Melton, 2182
Serrated tussock weed: Melton, 2356
Sydenham bus service, 1640

Bills
Accident Compensation (Amendment) Bill, 1161
Equipment (Public Safety) Bill, 1080
(See also Rulings by the Chair in SUBJECTS)
DA VIS, Mr (Essendon)

Bills
Appropriation (Interim 1994-95) Bill, 1516

Points of order, 2245, 2255
Questions without notice
Questions without notice
Bushfires, 1212
Mount Stirling ski develop 359
Water regulations, 10

Capital City Policy project, 1711
Federal industrial relations reforms, 705
Mews project, 1406
Superannuation, 2309
Voluntary departure packages, 97

COOPER, Mr (Mornington)

DEAN, Or (Berwick)

Adjournment

Bills

Momington planning scheme amend 60
Union activities on building sites, 191

Bills
Appropriation (Interim 1994-95) Bill, 1445, 1752
Casino Control (Miscellaneous Amendments) Bill,
1915
Financial Management Bill, 747
Financial Management (Consequential Amendments)
Bill, 747
Local Government (Competitive Tendering) Bill, 2329

Administration and Probate (Amendment) Bill, 473
Arts Institutions (Amendment) Bill, 1837
Legal ,Aid Commission (Amendment) Bill, 888
Magistrates' Court (Amendment) Bill, 1853
Public Prosecutions Bill, 2063
Questions without notice
Dandenong court complex, 2024
Lawcare, 1982
Sporting facilities, 1407
Urban Land Authority, 1015

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY
DELZOPPO, Mr (Narracan) (See SPEAKER, The
(Hon. J. E. Delzoppo»

Local government restructure, 917
Petitions

DOL LIS, Mr (Richmond)
Adjournment
Hightower Pty Ltd planning permit, 2278
Shamford development company, 2011
Bills
Environment Protection (General Amendment) Bill,
1058, 1068
Land Conservation (Amendment) Bill, 1581
Land (Further Miscellaneous Matters) Bill, 645
Melbourne Exhibition Centre Bill, 2179
Melbourne Water Corporation (Amendment) Bill,
2258
Southgate Project Bill, 2285, 2286
Subdivision (Further Amendment) Bill, 1581
Victorian Institute of Marine Sciences (Amendment)
Bill, 1961
Westemport (Crib Point Terminal) Bill, 2303, 2313

Grand prix, 2284
Points of order, 790, 2192
Questions without notice
Agenda 21, 1502
Daylight saving, 634
Family Week, 2028
Totalizator Agency Board, 363
WorkCover advertising campaign, 1803

ELDER, Mr (Ripon)
Business of the house
Shadow ministry, 1412
Education of gifted children, 925
Points of order, 223, 1412, 1435
Schools of the Future program, 693

Business of the house
Program, 552,2032
Food premises in residential areas, 856
Petitions
Loyola seminary, 1133
Planning procedures, 1781
Points of order, 97, 456, 541, 548, 549, 793, 849, 850,
1107,1129,1593,1674,2186,2259
Questions without notice
Grand prix, 1410
Williamstown, Honourable member for: resignation,
2347

DOYLE, Mr (Malvern)
Adjournment
Malvern municipal boundaries, 893
Bills
Alcoholics and Drug-dependent Persons
(Amendment) Bill, 1286
Appropriation (Interim 1994-95) Bill, 1530
Medical Practice Bill, 1097
Tertiary Education (Amendment) Bill, 2199
Vocational Education and Training (Amendment)
Bill,2167
Grievances
Child abuse, 432

ELLIOTT, MI5 (Mooroolbark)
Adjournment
Multipurpose taxis, 815
Bills
Public Prosecutions Bill, 2058
Sentencing (Victim Impact Statement) Bill, 1021
Tertiary Education (Amendment) Bill, 2234
Grievances
ANCA Pty Ltd, 446
Grief counselling, 445
Montrose Primary School, 445
Preschool funding, 447
TAFE accreditation, 445
Women in education, 446
Questions without notice
Japanese investment in Victoria, 1210
LOTE programs, 638
Physical and sport education, 2022
SEC headquarters, 222
Women's affairs, 1200

FINN, Mr (Tullamarine)
Adjournment
ALP fund raising, 1255
Bus services in Greenvale, 2182
Gladstone Park young citizens group, 242
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(24)
Keilor City Council, 892
Melbourne Airport, 1072
Naval ammunition storage complex, 1687
Racial vilification, 1765
Sunbury Primary School and Gladstone Park
Secondary College, 2011
Westmeadows Primary School, 758
Bills
Appropriation (Interim 1994-95) Bill, 1436
Children and Young Persons (Miscellaneous
Amendments) Bill, 963
Grievances
Australian Football League, 2114
Jobskills program, 436
Keilor City Council, 437
Leader of the Opposition: place of residence, 438
School maintenance, 1499

INDEX
Grievances
Emergency housing services, 1478
Maternal and child health services, 2117
Preschool funding, 451
Petitions
Disability services, 515, 1076
Maternal and child health services, 367, 767
Maternity care, 69, 429,767, 1565, 1649
Neighbourhood houses, 69
Preschool and after-school fees, 69
Preschool funding, 367, 767
School closures, 767
Points of order, 370,450, 1294,2231
Questions without notice
Child protection services, 1211
Family group homes, 539
Police forensic services, 3

Planning procedures, 1788
Points of order, 125, 2259
Questions without notice
Business opportunities in Asia, 360
Federal Airports Corporation, 8
Melbourne Airport, 932
Racial vilification, 1800

Williamstown, Honourable member for: resignation,
2349

Women's affairs, 1191

GUDE, Mr (Hawthorn) (Minister for Industry and
Employment)
Adjournment

GARBUTf, Ms (Bundoora)
Adjournment
Berwick neighbourhood houses, 1643
Child protection services, 2275
Children of God, 1176
Community residential unit costs, 2010
Intellectually disabled
Kew Cottages, 815
Residential services, 1114
Maternity care, 60
Preschools
Closures, 2085
Funding, 1556
Respite care, 424,1764
Western Ring Road, 1256
Bills
Appropriation (Interim 1994-95) Bill, 1440
Children and Young Persons (Miscellaneous
Amendments) Bill, 935
Office of the Regulator-General Bill, 2273
Tertiary Education (Amendment) Bill, 2231
Business of the house
Program,368,643

Air World Australia, 820
Australia Air International, 820
Dandenong Ranges, 1180
Dandenong waste oil project, 1648
Federal industrial relations reforms, 820, 821
Industry assistance guidelines, 819
Langi Kal Kal Prison, 1772
~eatinspectors,513

Melbourne Airport, 932
National wage guidelines, 820
Nokia Telecommunications, 819
Oil and gas industry in Sale, 1262
Real estate sub agents, 513
School bus transport, 249
School security, 2281
Sunshine Cabinets, 1180
Supported accommodation for the aged, 899
Tow-truck drivers, 67
Union activities on building sites, 198
Wangaratta bus crash re-enact 899
Bills
Agent-General's Bill, 232
Albury-Wodonga Agreement (Amendment) Bill, 233
Alcoholics and Drug-dependent Persons
(Amendment) Bill, 376
Arts Institutions (Amendment) Bill, 1303
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Drugs, Poisons and Controlled Substances
(Amendment) Bill, 374, 376
Economic Development (Repeal) Bill, 44
Employment and Training (Amendment) Bill, 59
Financial Agreement Bill, 1048
Financial Management Bill, 368
Financial Management (Consequential Amendments)
Bill,368
Food (Amendment) Bill, 373, 374
Local Government (Competitive Tendering) Bill, 1679
Magistrates' Court (Amendment) Bill, 1305
Medical Practice Bill, 461
Melbourne Exhibition Centre Bill, 1649, 1683, 2179,
2180
Melbourne Water Corporation (Amendment) Bill,
1506
Office of the Regulator-General Bill, 1507
Road Safety (Amendment) Bill, 1300
Stamps (Securities Clearing House) Bill, 1302
State Trustees (State Owned Company) Bill, 1506
Tertiary Education (Amendment) Bill, 1309, 1310
Treasury Corporation of Victoria (Amendment) Bill,
1301
Victorian Funds Management Corporation Bill, 1506
Vocational Education and Training (Amendment)
Bill,1311
Business of the house
Postpone 2350
Program, 18,201,368,371,553,641,857, 1143, 1412,
1715,2030
Sessional orders: suspension, 1097
Constitution Act alleged breach, 16, 157, 166

Unemployment, 1014
Road Safety Committee, 2285
Scrutiny of Acts and Regulations Committee, 2285
University of Ballarat, 901
Victoria University of Technology, 901
HAERMEYER, Mr (Yan Yean)
Adjournment
Administrative Appeals Tribunal, 1320
Forensic Medicine, Department of, 245
Highway services centre: Euroa, 814
Macedon water supply, 508
Police comment on child protection, 1687
Wangaratta bus crash re-enact 892
Bills
Appropriation (Interim 1994-95) Bill, 1986
Control of Weapons (Amendment) Bill, 1566
Magistrates' Court (Amendment) Bill, 1851
National Crime Authority (State Provisions)
(Amendment) Bill, 1266
Sentencing (Victim Impact Statement) Bill, 1038
Small Business Development Corporation
(Amendment) Bill, 504
Witness Protection (Amendment) Bill, 1251
Grievances
Highway service centres, 2103

Economic Development Committee, 2285

Highway service centres, 680, 2103

Grievance days, 201

Interstate migration, 86

House Committee, 2285

Petitions

Joint committee records, 2030
Joint sittings of Parliament 901
Opposition, Leader of the: naming, 1104
Points of order, 16,21,46, 155,423,547,548,644, 761,
895,1110,1144,1269,2099,2353
Questions without notice
Airshow Down-under, 793
Australia Air International, 455, 538, 702
Employee Relations Act, 1130
Federal Airports Corporation, 8
Federal industrial relations refonn, 637, 705, 793, 1890
Industrial relations, 705
Industry investment, 1123
Japanese investment in Victoria, 1210
Jiangsu Province, 2027
Junior wage rates, 1591
National wage increase, 797
Shell refinery dispute, 1404
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Annexation of Kinglake, 1649
Points of order, 101, 121, 160, 169, 223, 369, 500, 900,
930,934,1269,1276,1645,1675,1690,1691,1693,
1766,1805,2100,2213,2215,2361
Questions without notice
Police: confidential information, 933
Walker, Mr Ron, 2215
HAMILTON, Mr (Morwell)
Adjournment
Capsicum spray in police cells, 421
Churchill North Primary School, 759
Environment Victoria advertising, 1768
Generation Victoria redundancies, 1255
Gippsland Water charges, 1113
Industrial safety audits, 1641
Latrobe Regional Hospital dental services, 1317
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Munro Primary School, 507, 1858
Port of Melbourne oil spill, 1069
Transport Accident Commission claim, 1947
Tow-truck drivers, 62
Yallourn Bowling Club, 2086

Westmeadows Primary School, 764

Bills
Tertiary Education (Amendment) Bill, 1213
Vocational Education and Training (Amendment)
Bill,1215,2177,2178,2179

Bills
Accident Compensation (Amendment) Bill, 1157
Albury-Wodonga Agreement (Amendment) Bill, 408
Appropriation (Interim 1994-95) Bill, 1543
Catchment and Land Protection Bill, 1624
Economic Development (Repeal) Bill, 30
Electricity Industry (Amendment) Bill, 1683,2135
Employment and Training (Amendment) Bill, 46
Equipment (Public Safety) Bill, 1082
Land (Further Miscellaneous Matters) Bill, 653
Melbourne Water Corporation (Amendment) Bill,
2246
Mineral Resources Development (Further
Amendment) Bill, 517
Office of the Regulator-General Bill, 2268
Petroleum (Amendment) Bill, 534
Stamps (Securities Clearing House) Bill, 1825
State Trustees (State Owned Company) Bill, 1881
Swan Hill Pioneer Settlement Authority (Repeal) Bill,
1629
Tobacco Leaf Industry (Deregulation) Bill, 1608
Transport (Further Amendment) Bill, 1238, 1248
Water (Further Amendment) Bill, 1944
Westernport (Crib Point Terminal) Bill, 2296
Wheat Marketing (Amendment) Bill, 870
Interstate migration, 82
Local government restructure, 915
Points of order, 46, 866, 2245, 2248, 2249, 2302
HAYWARD, Mr (Prahran) (Minister for Education)

Personal explanations, 189
Petitions
Sexual discrimination, 1773,2284
Questions without notice
District liaison principals, 5, 6,8,97,99, 100, 221, 224,
225,226,364,366,459,460,540,639
Learning assessment project, 1015
LOTE programs, 638
Physical and sport education, 2022
Schools
Appointments, 96
Maintenance funding, 1706
Principals, 364
Teacher amenities, 2214
Women in science and technology, 365
HEFFERNAN, Mr (Ivanhoe) (Minister for Small
Business, and Minister responsible for Youth Affairs)

Bills
Small Business Development Corporation
(Amendment) Bill, 101, 236, 506, 516
State Bank of South Australia (Transfer of
Undertaking) Bill, 1110
Questions without notice
Business regulation reform, 459
Liquor Control (Amendment) Act, 1015
Small business growth, 1710
Street Kids policy, 2121

Adjournment
Churchill North Primary School, 764
Coburg and Preston secondary colleges, 815
Doveton West Primary School site, 986
Everton Upper Primary School site, 1261
Gladstone Park Secondary College, 2014
Gravel Hill Primary School site, 1261
Heidelberg West Primary School, 676
Kent Park Primary School, 764
Korweinguboora Primary School, 1178
LOTE programs, 1951
Mill Park Primary School, 764
Mill Park Secondary College, 764
Northland Secondary College, 1645
Rowville educational needs, 1560
Rutherglen High School, 1951
School self-manage 677
Sunbury Primary School, 2014

HENDERSON, Mrs (Geelong)
Adjournment
City of Greater Geelong, 2278
Geelong Interchange Youth Group, 982
Geelong West town hall sale, 1557
Savage dogs, 193

Bills
Children and Young Persons (Miscellaneous
Amendments) Bill, 951
Sentencing (Victim Impact Statement) Bill, 1020
Grievances
Youth unemployment in Geelong, 440
Points of order, 1020
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Questions without notice
Airshow Down-under, 793
Case-mix funding, 2214
Chemical storage facility, 1016
Electoral distribution, 2311
Overseas mission by Premier and Treasurer, 96
Victorian Women's Council, 1505
HONEYWOOD, Mr (Warrandyte)
Adjournment
Broadmeadows electorate officer, 1689
Eastland shopping centre, 1947
Bills
Appropriation (Interim 1994-95) Bill, 1539
Environment Protection (General Amendment) Bill,
1063
Financial Management Bill, 738
Financial Management (Consequential Amendments)
Bill,738
Land (Further Miscellaneous Matters) Bill, 656
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Bills
Appropriation (Interim 1994-95) Bill, 1554, 1631
Small Business Development Corporation
(Amendment) Bill, 488
Tobacco Leaf Industry (Deregulation) Bill, 1615
Petitions
Capital and corporal punish 1471
(See also Rulings by the Chair in SUBJECTS)
JENKINS, Mr (Ballarat West)
Adjournment
Elm trees in Ballarat, 246
Intellectually disabled men's netball championships,
813
Septic tank industry, 1259
Bills
Control of Weapons (Amendment) Bill, 1578
Grievances
Hong Kong trade mission, 2110

Points of order, 680, 739, 1691,2352,2353
Questions without notice
HYAMS, Mr (Dromana)
Bills
Agent-General's Bill, 219, 226
Appropriation (Interim 1994-95) Bill, 1546
Financial Management Bill, 744
Financial Management (Consequential Amendments)
Bill,744
Treasury Corporation of Victoria (Amendment) Bill,
1809
Questions without notice
.Gambling addiction, 707
Learning assessment project, 1014
Moomba gas pipeline, 1802
Premiers Conference, 359
TA&orp Holdings Ltd, 1408
JASPER, Mr (Murray Valley)
Adjournment
Apprentice transport subsidies, 814
Cobram-Yarrawonga Adult Training Centre, 1464
Domestic violence in Wangaratta, 61
Everton Upper Primary School site, ]257
Footrot control, 1559
Real estate subagents, 509
River Murray levee banks, 2182
Rutherglen High School, 1949
Wangaratta District Base Hospital, 1861
Water authority reform, 1176

Allegations of honourable member for Albert Park,
2308
Commonwealth Grants Commission, 224
Public transport, 2123
Rail freight system, 1128
WorkCover, 703
JOHN, Mr (Bendigo East) (Minister for Community
Services, and Minister responsible for Aboriginal
Affairs)
Adjournment
Bendigo West kindergarten, 1466
Bowerbird Preschool, 677
Child protection
In western suburbs, 197
Services, 2279
Children of God, 1179
Cobram-Yarrawonga Adult Training Centre, 1466
Foster care in western suburbs, 2280
Gladstone Park young citizens group, 246
Intellectually disabled men's netball championships,
818
Kew Cottages, 818
Neighbourhood houses, 1952
Parkinson's disease support group, 2090
Preschool closures, 2089
Respite care, 425, 511, 1770
William Hovell Preschool, 1466
Bills
Administration and Probate (Amendment) Bill, 1300
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Casino Control (Miscellaneous Amendments) Bill,
1308
Children and Young Persons (Miscellaneous
Amendments) Bill, 708, 774, 970
Questions without notice
Aboriginal health funding, 2026
Child protection services, 1211
Domestic violence services, 1126
Family group homes, 539
Family Week, 2028
Gambling addiction, 707
Women's refuges, 1293
KENNETI, Mr (Burwood) (Premier, and Minister for
Ethnic Affairs)

Leeds Media and Communication Services Pty Ltd,
2024
Library services, 2123
National export growth, 2211
Overseas mission by Premier and Treasurer, 96
Premiers Conference, 359
Public service code of conduct, 2026
Sunshine youth accommodation project, 1013
Taxi services, 1588
Telecom charges, 455
Treasury Place renovations, 1290, 1293
Unemployment, 1207
Walker, Mr Ron, 2215
WorkCover
Advertising campaign, 1803
Industrial deafness claims, 797
Reforms, 703

Adjournment
ALP branch stacking, 1952
Ethnic Affairs Commission grants, 2358
Interpreter cards, 2359
London Transport Bus Tours,2015
Post Newspapers Pty Ltd, 424
Racial vilification, 1769, 1800
World Cup soccer final, 2185
Bills
Appropriation (Parliament) (Interim 1994-95) Bill,
1759
Business of the house
Members: behaviour, 1121
Coburg. Honourable member for: resignation, 801
Points of order, 361, 703, 930, 988,1105, 1293, 1295
Questions without notice
Agenda 21, 1502
Albert Park revitalisation, 2212
Anzac Day, 1103
Business opportunities in Asia, 360
Casino, Melbourne, 1125, 1403, 1503
Commercial and cultural links with Greece, 848
Council of Australian Governments, 2
Crown Casino Ltd, 1500
Dairy industry investment, 929
Daylight saving, 634
Electoral redistribution, 2311
Employment: federal white paper, 1672
Federal industrial relations reform, 1889
Food standards, 1978
Grand prix
Albert Park track, 1102, 1671
Costs, 1122, 1404
Tobacco sponsorship, 2021
HitzFM,225
Labour force trends, 1705

KILGOUR, Mr (Shepparton)
Adjournment
Dookie railway land, 981
Fruit spray registration, 1177
Irrigation, 1558
Real estate subagents, 1858
Women's refuges: northern Victoria, 2181
Bills
Control of Weapons (Amendment) Bill, 1574
Tertiary Education (Amendment) Bill,2220
Grievances
Commonwealth Parliamentary Association, 1473
Questions without notice
Dairy industry investment, 929
KIRNER, Ms (Williarnstown) (resigned 27 May 1994)
Adjournment
Chemical fire, Yarraville, 1320
Northland Secondary College, 1641
Point Gellibrand, 1464
Respite care, 510
Bills
Appropriation (Interim 1994-95) Bill, 1666
Coburg, Honourable member for: resignation, 804
Grievances
Coode Island chemical storage facility, 2093
Resignation, 2343
Women's affairs, 1204

LEGISLA TIVE ASSEMBLY
LEIGH, Mr (Mordialloc)
Adjournment
ALP branch stacking, 1949
City of Footscray: expenses of CEO, 671, 1175
Grand prix, 2354
Local government restructure, 1116, 1685
Springvale tip site, 191,420,761,896
Women in trade unions, 507
Bills
Appropriation (Interim 1994-95) Bill, 1454
Friendly Societies (Benefit Funds) Bill, 976
Grievances
Australian Labor Party, 1489
Footscray land acquisition, 2100
Personal explanations, 2164
Petitions
Creek pollutants, 855
Points of order, 122, 164, 165, 169,501,955,973, 984,
1071,1115,1456,2014,2067,2068,2070,2071,2094

LEIGHTON, Mr (Preston)
Adjournment
BaHarat housing office: opposition visit, 1685
Coburg-Preston Secondary College, 2355
OS and C Developments Pty Ltd, 757
Federal industrial relations reforms, 813
Heidelberg West Primary School, 672
Housing Guarantee Fund, 1766
SEC charges, 193
Shared home ownership scheme, 1112, 1177
Bills
Alcoholics and Drug-dependent Persons
(Amendment) Bill, 1288
Appropriation (Interim 1994-95) Bill, 1971
Local Government (Competitive Tendering) Bill, 2323
Business of the house
Program,551
Constitution Act: alleged breach, 105, 108

Employee relations: meeting in Parliament House,
1483
Government housing and construction contracts, 429
Petitions
State deficit levy, 1471
Points of order, 105, 1411, 1693,2332,2356

LONEY, Mr (Geelong North)
Adjournment
Flinders Park Secondary College, 1321
Impounding of cars, 1555
School bus transport, 245
Shellcards,2014
Sunday trading, 895
William Hovell Preschool, 1462
Avalon Airshow, 768
Bills
Accident Compensation (Amendment) Bill, 1166
Administration and Probate (Amendment) Bill, 476
Appropriation (Interim 1994-95) Bill, 1526
Appropriation (Parliament) (Interim 1994-95) Bill,
1761
Casino Control (Miscellaneous Amendments) Bill,
1927, 1933, 1935
Children and Young Persons (Miscellaneous
Amendments) Bill, 965
Employment and Training (Amendment) Bill, 52
Gaming and Betting Bill, 1997, 1998
Land (Further Miscellaneous Matters) Bill, 650
Melbourne Water Corporation (Amendment) Bilt
2260
Sentencing (Victim Impact Statement) Bill, 1011, 1018
Small Business Development Corporation
(Amendment) Bill, 481
Stamps (Securities Clearing House) Bill, 1822
Tobacco Leaf Industry (Deregulation) Bill, 1613
Wheat Marketing (Amendment) Bill, 876
Business of the house
Postpone 2350
Program, 643
Grievances
Wool sales, 447

Economic Development Committee
Victorian building and construction industry, 1411,
2189

Petitions
City of Greater Geelong, 2029

Federal industrial relations reforms, 924

Points of order, 895, 1019,2102,2103

Grievances

Questions without notice

Banyule House, 1483

(29)

Liquor Control (Amendment) Act, 1015

(30)
LUPTON, Mr (Knox)
Adjournment
Bayswater police services, 2356
Burwood Highway, Femtree Gully, 811
Croydon-Femtree Gully bus service, 984
Elderly person units, 1114
Femtree Gully shire hall, 1073
Kent Park Primary School, 759
Knox palliative care unit, 1642
O-class submarines, 1258
Roadside maintenance, 508
Rowville educational needs, 1555
Street collectors, 2087
VicRoads financial policy, 1766
Bills
Control of Weapons (Amendment) Bill, 1578
Sentencing (Victim Impact Statement) Bill, 1029
Grievances
Preschool funding, 449

INDEX
Petitions
Pool and spa fencing, 640
Points of order, 1688
Questions without notice
Moody's Investors Service, 853
School maintenance funding, 1706
Shellcards, 1980
Tourism Victoria, 540
McGILL, Mrs (Oakleigh)
Bills
Sentencing (Victim Impact Statement) Bill, 1030
Questions without notice
Case-mix funding, 6
Commercial and cultural links with Greece, 848
Prince Henry's Hospital, 1979
Street Kids policy, 2121
Women's refuges, 1293

Points of order, 2356
Questions without notice
Case-mix funding, 1016
Jiangsu Province, 2027
Niemeyer state 1673
SEC vehicles, 458

McGRATH, Mr J. F. (Warmambool) (See Chairman of
Committees, The (Mr J. F. McGrath»

McGRATH, MrW. D. (Wimmera) (Minister for
Agriculture)
Adjournment

McARTHUR, Mr (Monbulk)
Adjournment
Better Care Pty Ltd, 2184
Consumer Resource and Advocacy Centre, Outer
East, 2088
Dandenong Ranges, 1178
Fire buffer zones, 421
Horticultural research, 194
Land title anomalies, 1117
Meat inspectors, 509
Monbulk Primary School, 1688
Monbulk water pressure, 62
RMIT laboratory science course, 760
School self-manage 673
Bills
Appropriation (Interim 1994-95) Bill, 1522
Mineral Resources Development (Further
Amendment) Bill, 528
Wheat Marketing (Amendment) Bill, 875
Grievances
Better Care Pty Ltd, 2119
School maintenance, 1494

Agriculture, Department of: Camperdown, 1468
Dumping of Dutch cheese, 1560
Footrot control, 1561
Fruit fly eradication, 1953
Fruit spray registration, 1179
Horticultural research, 196
Irrigation, 1560
Pit bull terriers, 2361
Savage dogs, 196
Serrated tussock weed: Melton, 2361
Veterinary laboratories in regional Victoria, 1864
Victorian Institute of Animal Science, 676
Bills
Tobacco Leaf Industry (Deregulation) Bill, 1050, 1618
Wheat Marketing (Amendment) Bill, 461, 546
Business of the house
Program, 547
Constitution Act: alleged breach, 186
Points of order, 187, 1596
Questions without notice
Fruit fly, 1891
Meat inspectors, 540

LEGISLA TIVE ASSEMBLY
Minister for Agriculture: trip to Middle East and
Europe, 1127
Petrol prices, 458
Regional veterinary laboratories, 795
Tobacco growers, 2125
McLELLAN, Mr (Frankston East)

(31 )

Points of order, 17, 103, 104, 105, 119, 124, 848,906,911,
1782,1861,2283
Questions without notice
Capital City Policy project, 1711
Jiangsu Province, 1893
Mews project, 1406
Urban Land AuthOrity, 1015

Bills
Sentencing (Victim Impact Statement) Bill, 1031
Small Business Development Corporation
(Amendment) Bill, 503
Grievances
Salju, Sabri, 1477
Personal explanations, 1058
Questions without notice
Albert Park revitalisation, 2212
Commercial development at railway stations, 365
Electricity reforms, 5
Small business growth, 1710
Taxi services, 1588
MACLELLAN, Mr (Pakenham) (Minister for Planning)
Adjournment
Diamond Valley planning agree 2018
Eastland shopping centre, 1950
Keilor City Council, 897
Malvern municipal boundaries, 897
Mornington planning scheme amend 64
Naval ammunition storage complex, 1691
Point Gellibrand, 1468
Port Melbourne planning appeal, 512
Shamford development company, 2019
Shell cards, 2017
Springvale tip site, 194,424,763,897
Upfield railway line, 2018

McNAMARA, Mr (Benalla) (Minister for Police and
Emergency Services, Minister for Corrections, and
Minister for Tourism)
Adjournment
Bayswater police services, 2360
Capsicum spray in police cells, 426
Deputy Ombudsman (Police Complaints), 1864
Forensic Medicine, Department of, 248
Impounding of car, 1559
Lakes Entrance police stations, 1644
Livestock theft, 2360
Bills
Arts Institutions (Amendment) Bill, 1213
Control of Weapons (Amendment) Bill, 934, 1580
National Crime Authority (State Provisions)
(Amendment) Bill, 709, 782, 1280
Swan Hill Pioneer Settlement Authority (Repeal) Bill,
1507, 1876
Tobacco Leaf Industry (Deregulation) Bill, 934, 1606
Wheat Marketing (Amendment) Bill, 877
Witness Protection (Amendment) Bill, 709, 783, 1254
Coburg, Honourable member for. resignation, 2803
Constitution Act alleged breach, 156, 159
Daily Hansard, 903

Highway service centres, 684
Points of order, 160,683, 1269, 1271, 1589
Questions without notice

Bills
City of Greater Bendigo Bill, 708, 768
Land Conservation (Amendment) Bill, 992, 1112
Local Government (Competitive Tendering) Bill, 1265
Southgate Project Bill, 1506, ]7]7, 1718, 2285, 2287
Subdivision (Further Amendment) Bill, 935, 11] 1
Westemport (Crib Point Terminal) Bill, 2313
Constitution Act alleged breach, 9, 17, 103, 104, 105,
109
Local government restructure, 908
Personal explanations, 9
Planning procedures, 1779

Australia Air International, 536
Crown Casino Ltd, 852
Police
Confidential information, 850, 933
Firearm training procedures, 636
Tourism: regional and rural, 1405
Tourism Victoria, 541, 635
ViTAB Ltd, 850
Williamstown, Honourable member for: resignation,
2345

MARPLE, Ms (Altona)
Adjournment
Agriculture, Department of: Camperdo"vn, 1463
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Elm trees in Ballarat, 192,242,671
Livestock theft, 2279, 2355
Motel quality assurance control, 1972
Neighbourhood houses, 1950
Parkinson's disease support group, 2089
Platypus deaths, Genoa River, 61
Stock agent loan repayments, 423
Veterinary laboratories: regional Victoria, 982, 1860
Wangaratta railway station, 1178
Bills
Accident Compensation (Amendment) Bill, 1221
Administration and Probate (Amendment) Bill, 472
Albury-Wodonga Agreement (Amendment) Bill, 406
Appropriation (Interim 1994-95) Bill, 1518
Catchment and Land Protection Bill, 2079
Economic Development (Repeal) Bill, 37
Electricity Industry (Amendment) Bill, 2134
Environment Protection (General Amendment) Bill,
1066
Financial Management Bill, 728
Financial Management (Consequential Amendments)
Bill, 728
Gaming and Betting Bill, 1732
Land (Further Miscellaneous Matters) Bill, 656
Melbourne Water Corporation (Amendment) Bill,
2242
Mineral Resources Development (Further
Amendment) Bill, 530
Sentencing (Victim Impact Statement) Bill, 1007
Tobacco Leaf Industry (Deregulation) Bill, 1595
Transport (Further Amendment) Bill, 1232
Water (Further Amendment) Bill, 1937
Wheat Marketing (Amendment) Bill, 857

Bills
Children and Young Persons (Miscellaneous
Amendments) Bill, 956
Wheat Marketing (Amendment) Bill, 873
Women's affairs, 1184
(See also Rulings by the Chair in SUBJECTS)
MICALLEF, Mr (Springvale)
Adjournment
Ethnic Affairs Commission grants, 2351
Bills
Accident Compensation (Amendment) Bill, 811, 1144
Appropriation (Interim 1994-95) Bill, 1658
Electricity Industry (Amendment) Bill, 2147
Employment and Training (Amendment) Bill, 54
Equipment (Public Safety) Bill, 1076
Land (Further Miscellaneous Matters) Bill, 659
Sentencing (Victim Impact Statement) Bill, 1026
Tobacco Leaf Industry (Deregulation) Bill, 1603
Transport (Further Amendment) Bill, 1249
Vocational Education and Training (Amendment)
Bill, 2170
Business of the house
Program, 2033
Petitions
Sexual discrimination, 1265
Points of order, 420, 762, 896, 984, 1027,2352,2357,
2358,2359

Grievances
Discrimination against lesbians and gay men, 439
Education: gender issues, 1471
Petitions
Altona hospital, 9
Battery hens, 855
City of Altona, 9
Crossings at Laverton, 2284
Points of order, 423, 1954

MAUGHAN, Mr (Rodney)
Adjournment
Compression garments for lymphoedema sufferers,
2278
Crown land at Echuca, 2086
Floods in north-eastern Victoria, 243
Rochester and Elmore District Health service, 757
Taxi dispute, Echuca, 1321
Water industry, 1767

MILDENHALL, Mr (Footscray)
Adjournment
Aids for disabled people, 893
Ambulance services: Footscray station, 669
Braybrook pedestrian crossing, 1465
Building practices, 1071
Child protection in western suburbs, 191
Footscray preschool enrolments, 985
Footscray Psychiatric Hospital, 62
Foster care in western suburbs, 2276
Gravel Hill Primary School site, 1259
Inner West Linkages program, 423
Minister for Fair Trading: performance, 1859
New car assessment program, 2087
Rats in Parliament House grounds, 1557
Sports funding, 1948
Sunshine police station, 1686
World Cup soccer final, 2180

LEGISLA TrVE ASSEMBLY
Bills
Accident Compensation (Amendment) Bill, 1170
Alcoholics and Drug-dependent Persons
(Amendment) Bill, 1296
Appropriation (Interim 1994-95) Bill, 1432
Audit Bill, 400
Casino Control (Miscellaneous Amendments) Bill,
1911
Children and Young Persons (Miscellaneous
Amendments) Bill, 960
Electricity Industry (Amendment) Bill, 2144
Employment and Training (Amendment) Bill, 57
Financial Management Bill, 741
Financial Management (Consequential Amendments)
Bill,741
Gaming and Betting Bill, 1724, 1960, 1994, 1999,2000
Medical Practice Bill, 1098
Small Business Development Corporation
(Amendment) Bill, 491
Stamps (Securities Clearing House) Bill, 1819
Business of the house
Program,2032
Grievances

PANDAZOPOULOS, Mr (Dandenong)
Adjournment
Dandenong waste oil project, 1642
Doveton West Primary School site, 981
Hampton Park bus service, 1073

Bills
Appropriation anterim 1994-95) Bill, 1550
Children and Young Persons (Miscellaneous
Amendments) Bill, 953
Small Business Development Corporation
(Amendment) Bill, 500
Tertiary Education (Amendment) Bill, 2221
Grievances
Tourism facilities, 1497
Local government restructure, 920
Petitions
Merinda Park railway station, 1565
State deficit levy, 768
Points of order, 955, 1106,2222,2359

Grand prix, 1475
PATERSON, Mr (South Barwon)
Local government restructure, 923
Questions without notice
Petitions
Police stations and court complexes, 1410
Points of order, 736, 1094, 1916,2102,2329
Questions without notice

Hospital waiting lists, 1708
Magistrates Court, 2122
Videos, X-rated, 460
PERRIN, Mr (Bulleen)

Chung Corporation Ltd, 1892
Adjournment
NAPTHINE, Or (Portland)
Adjournment
Allegations of honourable member for Albert Park,
2352
Direct Cameras, 1686
Long-billed corellas and sulphur-crested cockatoos,
1859

Federal industrial relations refonns, 812
National wage guidelines, 812
Templestowe Road, Lower Templestowe, 1641

Bills
Accident Compensation (Amendment) Bill, 1154
Agent-General's Bill, 215
Appropriation anterirn 1994-95) Bill, 1969
Sentencing (Victim Impact Statement) Bill, 1032

Bills
Food (Amendment) Bill, 791
Medical Practice Bill, 1091

Environment and Natural Resources Committee
Eductor dredging, 1471
Extractive industries, 2093

Petitions
CSR Softwoods, Dartmoor, 903

Points of order, 2055, 2071, 2321, 2322, 2353
(See

also Rulings by the Chair in SUBJECTS)

Points of order, 2283, 2319
Questions without notice
Bushfires, 1212

PERTON, Mr (Doncaster)
Adjournment
LOTE programs, 1948
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Bills
Agent-General's Bill, 209
Appropriation (Interim 1994-95) Bill, 1650
Casino Control (Miscellaneous Amendments) Bill,
1899, 1934
Criminal justice system, 1793
Interstate migration, 79
Points of order, 209, 1896, 1898, 1906, 1907, 1916, 1926,
2057,2222,2231,2248,2249,2250
Scrutiny of Acts and Regulations Committee

Alert Digest, 10, 367, 641,855,1133, 1412, 1713
Annual report, 903
Subordinate legislation, 10

PESCOlT, Mr (Mitcham) (Minister for Industry
Services)
Adjournment
Industrial safety audits, 1644
Bills
Accident Compensation (Amendment) Bill, 709, 805,
811,1222
Albury-Wodonga Agreement (Amendment) Bill, 101,
411
Equipment (Public Safety) Bill, 709, 779, 1083

PHILLIPS, Mr (Eltham)
Adjournment
Diamond Valley planning agree 2012
Questions without notice
Federal industrial relations reforms, 637
Industry investment, 1123
Jiangsu Province, 1893
Junior wage rates, 1591

PLOWMAN, Mr A. F. (Benambra)
Adjournment
Breast screening, 422
Hume Weir, 2183
Victorian Institute of Animal Science, 672
Wodonga District Hospital obstetric services, 985
Yackandandah private garden, 1320
Bills
Audit Bill, 416
Tobacco Leaf Industry (Deregulation) Bill, 1618
Petitions
Kerford Clinic, Mayday Hills, 1265
Points of order, 1640
Questions without notice

Grievances
Coode Island chemical storage facility, 2095
Questions without notice
Chemical storage facility, 1016

PEULICH, Mrs (Bentleigh)
Adjournment
Centre Road, Bentleigh, 1069
Hitz FM, 192
London Transport Bus Tours, 2012
Proposed aquarium, 1115
Bills
Sentencing (Victim Impact Statement) Bill, 1023
Tertiary Education (Amendment) Bill, 2207, 2216
Questions without notice
Council of Australian Governments, 1
Equal Opportunity Board president, 1707
Hitz FM, 225
Mediation services, 1130

Domestic violence services, 1126
Rural health services, 2021
Telecom charges, 455
Tobacco growers, 2124
V /Line freight, 1504
PLOWMAN, Mr S. J. (Evelyn) (Minister for Energy
and Minerals, and Minister Assisting the Treasurer
on State Owned Enterprises)
Adjournment
Generation Victoria redundancies, 1259
Mining and exploration in Bendigo, 1118
Municipal electrical undertakings, 764
Toora wind farm, 1467
Bills
Electricity Industry (Amendment) Bill, 1507, 1681,
1683,2161,2164
Mineral Resources Development (Further
Amendment) Bill, 102, 234, 532
Petroleum (Amendment) Bill, 102, 237, 535, 542
Points of order, 1512, 1513
Questions without notice
Mining initiatives, 854

LEGISLA TIVE ASSEMBLY
REYNOLDS, Mr (Gisbome) (Minister for Sport,
Recreation and Racing)
Adjournment
Active at Any Age program, 675
East Gippsland winter family games, 1866
Special Olympic Games, 675
Sports funding, 1951
Bills
Gaming and Betting Bill, 1735
Questions without notice
Chung Corporation Ltd, 1705, 1706, 1800, 1802, 1803,
1889,1890,1891,1892,1978,2022
Crown Casino Ltd, 929, 1979
Police: confidential information, 847, 850, 1709
Sporting facilities, 1407
Totalizator Agency Board, 2312
ViT AB Ltd, 847, 850
RICHARDSON, Mr (Forest Hill)
Bills
Appropriation (Parliament) (Interim 1994-95) Bill,
2008
Points of order, 369, 2009, 2354
Standing Orders Committee, 1076
(See also Rulings by the Chair in SUBJECTS)
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Questions without notice
Food standards, 1978
State budget, 1208
Sunshine youth accommodation project, 1013
Toilet paper purchase, 99
RYAN, Mr (Gippsland South)
Adjournment
Dumping of Dutch cheese, 1556
Oil and gas industry in Sale, 1256
Sale sporting facilities, 1319
Toora wind farm, 1462
Bills
Accident Compensation (Amendment) Bill, 1162
Casino Control (Miscellaneous Amendments) Bill,
1908
Economic Development (Repeal) Bill, 33
Land (Further Miscellaneous Matters) Bill, 652
Legal Aid Commission (Amendment) Bill, 883
Magistrates' Court (Amendment) Bill, 1846
Public Prosecutions Bill, 2072
Local government restructure, 922
Questions without notice
Business regulation reform, 459
Debt recovery, 1291
Labour force trends, 1705
Victoria's credit rating, 4

ROPER, Mr (Coburg) (Resigned 31 March 1994)
SAND ON, Mr (Carrum)
Adjournment
Coburg and Preston secondary colleges, 812

Adjournment
School principals, 243

Business of the house
Program, 371
Resignation, 799, 847

Bills
Appropriation (Interim 1994-95) Bill, 1653
Vocational Education and Training (Amendment)
Bill,2164

Personal explanation, 515
Education of gifted children, 927
ROWE, Mr (Cranboume)
Adjournment
Bowerbird Preschool, 674
Bills
Appropriation (Interim 1994-95) Bill, 1423
Control of Weapons (Amendment) Bill, 1579
Gaming and Betting Bill, 1731
SentenCing (Victim Impact Statement) Bill, 1010
Transport (Further Amendment) Bill, 1235
Points of order, 692, 892, 1729

Petitions
State education system, 640
Questions without notice
District liaison principals,S, 6, 8, 97, 99, 223, 224, 226,
364,366,459,460,540,639
Women in science and technOlogy, 365
Schools of the Future program, 697
Senior education appointments, 18
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SEITZ, Mr (Keilor)
Adjournment
Apprenticeship training, 1767
Calder Highway speed limit, 193
Disability payments, 2088
Housing Guarantee Fund Ltd, 63
St Albans level crossing, 1559
School councils, 422
Youth suicides in western suburbs, 1643

Bills
Administration and Probate (Amendment) Bill, 478
Appropriation (Interim 1994-95) Bill, 1459
Control of Weapons (Amendment) Bill, 1575
Melbourne Water Corporation (Amendment) Bill,
2250
Personal explanations, 1831
Points of order, 820, 985, 988, 989, 1500, 1505, 1592,
1706,1765,1770,2250

SERCOMBE, Mr (Niddrie)
Adjournment
Public sector superannuation, 2183
Special Olympic Games, 673

Bills
Agent-General's Bill, 217
Casino Control (Miscellaneous Amendments) Bill,
1918
National Crime Authority, 1273

Constitution Act: alleged breach, 177
Interstate migration, 77
Points of order, 1981

SMITH, Mr E. R. (Glen Waverley)
Adjournment
Teachers: stop-work meetings, 1318

Bills
Agent-General's Bill, 227
Appropriation (Interim 1994-95) Bill, 1984
Audit Bill, 382, 413, 415
Control of Weapons (Amendment) Bill, 1568
Financial Management Bill, 716
Financial Management (Consequential Amendments)
Bill, 716
Public Prosecutions Bill, 2050
Sentencing (Victim Impact Statement) Bill, 1035
Witness Protection (Amendment) Bill, 1254
Grievances
Medibank Private claim, 2106
Preschool funding, 453
Traffic offence anomalies, 454
Planning procedures, 1784
Points of order, 384, 711, 1990,2036
(See also Rulings by the Chair in SUBJECTS)

SMITH, Mr I. W. (Polwarth) (Minister for Finance)
Constitution Act: alleged breach, 17, 103
Grievances
Community Support Fund, 434
Petitions
Fairlea Prison, 640
Totalizator Agency Board, 1133
Points of order, 17, 103,366,851,992, 1017, 1104, 1106,
1269, 1270, 1916
Supreme Court appointment, 1013

SHEEHAN, Mr (Northcote)

Bills
Appropriation (Interim 1994-95) Bill, 1426
Audit Bill, 397
Financial Management Bill, 745
Financial Management (Consequential Amendments)
Bill,745
Swan Hill Pioneer Settlement Authority (Repeal) Bill,
1868

Adjournment
Femtree Gully shire hall, 1073
Old Castlemaine gaol, 1260

Bills
Land (Revocation of Reservations) Bill, 1955, 1956,
2009,2010,2322
Office of the Regulator-General Bill, 2274
Superannuation Acts (Amendment) Bill, 1566, 1679
Constitution Act: alleged breach, 174
Parliamentary Contributory Superannuation Fund,
429
Points of order, 1981,2320,2321
Questions without notice
Ambulance services,2124
Government office accommodation, 1804
Leeds Media and Communication Services Pty Ltd,
1016,2023,2028,2214,2121,2122,2309
Local Government Board, 1127
Prince Henry's Hospital, 1979

LEGISLA TIVE ASSEMBLY
SEC
Headquarters, 222
Vehicles, 458
Shellcards, 1980
Superannuation, 2309
Toilet paper purchase, 99
SPEAKER, The (Hon. J. E. Delzoppo)
Auditor-General
Grants and subsidies to non-government
organisations, 679
International student programs, 70
Ministerial portfolios, 1955
Purchasing practices, 2190
BLF Custodian reports, 10
Business of the house
Division list, 1991
Members: behaviour, 1121
Casino (Management) Act, 1412
Coburg, Honourable member for
Election of Mr Carlo Carli, 1705
Resignation of Honourable T. W. Roper, 805, 847
Daily Hansard, 924
Distinguished visitors, 1,96,221,359,460,702,847,
991,1800,2120,2211,2312
Division list, 767
Documents: tabling, 991
Economic Development Committee
Victorian building and construction industry, 1411
Joint sittings of Parliament 679, 878
Opposition, Leader of the: naming, 1103
University of Ballarat, 679
Victoria University of Technology, 679
Victorian WorkCover Authority reports, 10, 855, 1713
(See also Rulings by the Chair in SUBJECTS)
SPRY, Mr (Bellarine)
Adjournment
Council voting by permanently disabled, 2276
Mesh net fishing, 244
Port Melbourne planning appeal, 511
Bills
Land (Further Miscellaneous Matters) Bill, 649
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Victorian Institute of Marine Sciences (Amendment)
Bill,1962
Westernport (Crib Point Terminal) Bill, 2315
Questions without notice
Federal industrial relations reform, 1889
Police: confidential information, 850
Shell refinery dispute, 1404
Tourism Victoria, 635
ViTAB Ltd, 850
STEGGALL, Mr (Swan Hill)
Bills
Food (Amendment) Bill, 787
Swan Hill Pioneer Settlement Authority (Repeal) Bill,
1871
Water (Further Amendment) Bill, 1941
STOCKDALE, Mr (Brighton) (Treasurer)
Adjournment
Localgovernrnentrestructure, 1118
Transport Accident Commission claim, 1951
Bills
Appropriation (Interim 1994-95) Bill, 1134
Appropriation (Parliament) (Interim 1994-95) Bill,
1143
Audit Bill, 411, 412, 413, 414, 415, 416, 418, 419
Borrowing and Investment Powers (Further
Amendment) Bill, 102, 235
Electricity Industry (Amendment) Bill, 2139
Financial Agreement Bill, 934, 1594
Financial Management Bill, 749, 751, 752, 753, 754
Financial Management (Consequential Amendments)
Bill, 102,238,749
Gaming and Betting Bill, 1213, 1313, 1716, 1740, 1956,
1958, 1960, 1961, 1992, 1993, 1994, 1995, 1996, 1997,
1998,1999,2000,2001,2002,2003,2004,2005,2006,
2007,2008
Melbourne Water Corporation (Amendment) Bill,
1626,2263
Stamps (Securities Clearing House) Bill, 1213, 1829,
1831
State Bank of South Australia (Transfer of
Undertaking) Bill, 708, 776
State Insurance Office (Amendment) Bill, 102,236,
755,756,757
State Trustees (State Owned Company) Bill, 1624,
1887, 1888
Treasury Corporation of Victoria (Amendment) Bill,
1213, 1717, 1813, 1816
Victorian Funds Management Corporation Bill, 1625,
2294
Commonwealth Grants Commission, 224
Constitution Act: alleged breach, 103, 106
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Interstate migration, 75
Points of order, 103, 106, 736, 1673

INDEX
Rochester and Elmore District Health Service, 762
Wangaratta District Base Hospital, 1865
Wodonga District Hospital obstetric services, 989

Questions without notice
Australia Air International, 362
Capital works funding, 1210
Commonwealth-state financial arrangements, 537
Debt recovery, 1291
Electricity reforms, 5, 1590
Grand prix, 931, 1410, 2211, 2307
Moody's Investors Service, 853
Moomba gas pipeline, 1802
Niemeyer state 1673
State budget, 1208
TA&orp Holdings Ltd, 1408
Totalizator Agency Board, 363
Victoria's credit rating, 4
Voluntary departure packages, 97

Bills
Alcoholics and Drug-dependent Persons
(Amendment) Bill, 101, 1298
Drugs, Poisons and Controlled Substances
(Amendment) Bill, 101, 799
Food (Amendment) Bill, 101, 792
Medical Practice Bill, 1099, 1107, 1108, 1109
Constitution Act alleged breach, 179
Health Computing Services Ltd report, 70
Obstetric and Paediatric Mortality and Morbidity,
Consultative Council on, report, 1867
Points of order, 1017
Questions without notice

TANNER, Mr (Caulfield)
Adjournment
Burglar alarms, 1769
Impounding of car, 1465
Bills
Electricity Industry (Amendment) Bill, 2133
Mineral Resources Development (Further
Amendment) Bill, 522
Petitions
Human life experimentation, 69
Mount Stirling, 1955
Student unions, 2028
Points of order, 1107, 1513

TEHAN, Mrs (Seymour) (Minister for Health)
Adjournment
Allegations of honourable member for Albert Park,
2357
Ambulance services, 817, 2015
Case-mix funding, 1561
Cigarette sales, 1772
Clinictrans, 817
Cystic fibrosis services, 1865
Eimore District Hospital, 1261
Footscray Psychiatric Hospital, 64
Health screening programs, 898
McTits sandwich shop, 63
Menada Pty Ltd, 817
Mordialloc-Cheltenham Community Hospital, 1561
Mount Royal Rehabilitation Unit, 989
Rats in Parliament House grounds, 1562
RMIT laboratory science courses, 762

Allegations of honourable member for Albert Park,
2308
Ambulance services, 633, 796, 1294, 1405, 1406, 1408,
1505,1588,1590,1592,1673,1674,1707,1708,1711,
1804,1893,2212
Case-mix funding, 6, 1017, 1708,2214
Clinictrans, 2311
Country hospitals, 100
Drug and alcohol services, 639
Grand prix tobacco sponsorship, 1
Health and community services, 1410
Hospitals
Shortage of specialists, 539
Waiting lists, 1708
Rural health services, 2021
Williamstown, Honourable member for: resignation,
2348
THOMPSON, Mr (Sandringham)
Adjournment
Cheltenham Primary School, 1464
Pit bull terriers, 2355
Bills
Administration and Probate (Amendment) Bill, 469
Financial Management Bill, 724
Financial Management (Consequential Amendments)
Bill,724
Legal Aid Commission (Amendment) Bill, 886
Small Business Development Corporation
(Amendment) Bill, 495
Questions without notice
Anzac Day, 1103
County Court scaffolding, 226
Flinders Street railway station, 1675
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Registry of Births, Deaths and Marriages, 1892
THOMSON, Mr (Pascoe Vale)
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Points of order, 2, 16,98, 102, 103, 104, 116, 120, 122,
124,156,159,160,162,223,361,364,441,644,673,
688,706,736,739,851,895,986,991,1017,1123,1133,
1208, 1212, 1292, 1293, 1295, 1405, 1503, 1512, 1592,
1673,1692,1710,1803,1899,1982,2009,2192

Adjournment
Essendon airport composting facility, 1949
LangiKal Kal Prison, 1768
Liquor Control (Amendment) Act, 1115
Merlynston commuter car park, 1318
Mount Royal Rehabilitation Unit, 982
Municipal electrical undertakings, 760
Old Castlemaine gaol, 1257
Overseas trade missions, 2087
Pollution by gas burnoff, 1069
Post Newspapers Pty Ltd, 421
Sunshine Cabinets, 1175
Bills
Appropriation (Interim 1994-95) Bill, 1511
Appropriation (Parliament) (Interim 1994-95) Bill,
1755
Casino Control (Miscellaneous Amendments) Bill,
1922
Drugs, Poisons and Controlled Substances
(Amendment) Bill, 376
Electricity Industry (Amendment) Bill, 2154, 2337
Financial Agreement Bill, 1582
Financial Management Bill, 735
Financial Management (Consequential Amendments)
Bill, 735
Gaming and Betting Bill, 1737, 1957
Land (Further Miscellaneous Matters) Bill, 664
Mineral Resources Development (Further
Amendment) Bill, 524
Public Prosecutions Bill, 2060
State Trustees (State Owned Company) Bill, 1879,
1888
Swan Hill Pioneer Authority (Repeal) Bill, 1874
Tertiary Education (Amendment) Bill, 1213, 1311,
2190
Treasury Corporation of Victoria (Amendment) Bill,
1812
Victorian Funds Management Corporation Bill, 2288
Business of the house
Program, 370, 857, 1143, 1715,2030
Constitution Act: alleged breach, 16, 103, 104, 157, 162
Grievances

Questions without notice
Australia Air International, 455
Employee Relations Act, 1130
Industrial relations, 704
National wage increase, 797
Public service code of conduct, 2026
Unemployment, 1014
University of Ballarat, 901
Victoria University of Technology, 901
Williamstown, Honourable member for: resignation,
2343

THWAITES, Mr (Albert Park)
Adjournment
Ambulance services, 814, 2013
Case-mix funding, 1557
Clinictrans,814
Cystic fibrosis services, 1861
Elmore District Hospital, 1258
Grand prix, 1688
Menada Pty Ltd,814
Mordialloc-Cheltenham Community Hospital, 1557
St Kilda planning scheme, 1319
Ambulance services, 1565
Bills
Alcoholics and Drug-dependent Persons
(Amendment) Bill, 1282
Appropriation (Interim 1994-95) Bill, 1975, 1982
Drugs, Poisons and Controlled Substances
(Amendment) Bill, 798
Food (Amendment) Bill, 784
Medical Practice Bill, 1084, 1108, 1109
Constitution Act: alleged breach, 170
Government media contracts, 516
Grievances
Director of communications, 1492
Government advertising contracts, 2108

Community-based employment, 442
Highway service centres, 691
Highway service centres, 686
Interstate migration, 70
Joint sittings of Parliament, 901
Notice of motion, 2283

Local government restructure, 910
Personal explanations, 2319
Petitions
Malvern community health services, 1712

(40)

INDEX

Preschool funding, 1712
Planning procedures, 1785

Bills
Appropriation (Interim 1994-95) Bill, 1507
Control of Weapons (Amendment) Bill, 1577

Points of order, 180,633,796,914, 1262, 1588, 1591,
1708, 1861

Points of order, 1280

Questions without notice

Questions without notice

Ambulance services, 633, 796, 1294, 1405, 1406, 1407,
1504, 1588, 1589, 1590, 1592, 1672, 1674, 1707, 1708,
1711,1804,1893,2124,2212
Case-mix funding, 1708
Clinictrans, 2311
Leeds Media and Communication Services Pty Ltd,
1015,1016,2023,2028,2121,2122,2214,2309

Employment: federal white paper, 1672
Federal industrial relations reform, 1890
Meat inspectors, 540
Regional veterinary laboratories, 795
Teacher amenities, 2214
V AUGHAN, Or (Clayton)

TRAYNOR, Mr (Sallarat East)
Adjournment
Ballarat Library bus access, 2085
Deputy Ombudsman (Police Complaints), 1860
Korweinguboora Primary School, 1174
Bills
Appropriation (Interim 1994-95) Bill, 1429
Control of Weapons (Amendment) Bill, 1576
Questions without notice
Drug and alcohol services, 639
Public Transport Corporation properties, 1709
School principals, 364
Tourism: regional and rural, 1405
TREASURE, Mr (Gippsland East)
Adjournment
East Gippsland
Forests, 61
Winter family games, 1861
Gippsland repeater station, 1071
Lakes Entrance police station, 1639
Economic Development Committee
Victorian building and construction industry, 1411
Questions without notice
Country hospitals, 100
Minister for Agriculture: trip to Middle East and
Europe, 1127
National export growth, 2211
WorkCover: industrial deafness claims, 796
TURNER, Mr (Bendigo West)
Adjournment
Bendigo West kindergarten, 1463
Mining and exploration in Bendigo, 1113

Bills
Appropriation (Interim 1994-95) Bill, 1670, 1676
Sentencing (Victim Impact Statement) Bilt 1022
(See also Rulings by the Chair in SUBJECTS)
WADE, Mrs (Kew) (Attorney-General, Minister for
Fair Trading, and Minister responsible for Women's
Affairs)
Adjournment
Broadmeadows electorate officer, 1690
Case-mix funding, 65
Consumer Resource and Advocacy Centre, Outer
East, 2091
Direct Cameras, 1690
Domestic violence in Wangaratta, 66
Frankston brothel permit, 1647
Geelong West town hall sale, 1562
Housing Guarantee Fund Ltd, 66
Maternity care, 65
Minister for Fair Trading: performance, 1863
Real estate subagents, 1862
Sheriff's Office, 1646
Bills
Administration and Probate (Amendment) Bill, 102,
233,479
Casino Control (Miscellaneous Amendment) Bill,
1213, 1930, 1933, 1935, 1936, 1937
Control of Weapons (Amendment) Bill, 1049
Financial Institutions (Victoria) (Amendment) Bill,
1806,1867,2268
Friendly Societies (Benefit Funds) Bill, 708, m
Legal Aid Commission (Amendment) Bill, 709, m,
890
Magistrates' Court (Amendment) Bill, 1213, 1855,
1857
Public Prosecutions Bill, 934, 1053, 2075
Sentencing (Victim Impact Statement) Bill, 709, 778,
1019, 1043, 1046, 1047, 1048
Office of Fair Trading and Business Affairs
Introduction agencies, 2207
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Points of order, 1488, 1896, 1899, 1907, 1908, 1925, 2035,
2036,2037,2047,2054,2056,2068
Questions without notice
County Court scaffolding, 226
Dandenong court complex, 2024
Director of Public Prosecutions, 360
Equal Opportunity Board president, 1128, 1707
Lawcare, 1982
Magistrates Court, 2122
Mediation services, 1130
Police
Confidential information, 854
Forensic services, 3
Registry of Births, Deaths and Marriages, 1892
Supreme Court appointment, 1013
Victorian Women's Council, 1505
Videos, X-rated, 460
ViTAB Ltd, 854
Supreme, County and Magistrates courts reports, 2190

WEIDEMAN, Mr (Frankston)
Adjournment
Commercial vehicle registration, 2013
Frankston brothel permit, 1640
Health screening programs, 894
Incinerators, 1070
Senior Citizens Week, 244
Speed cameras, 2089
USA green card offer, 1946
Bills
Agent-General's Bill, 229
Tobacco Leaf Industry (Deregulation) Bill, 1610
Business of the house
Points of order: ruling, 1131
Points of order, 246
Public Accounts and Estimates Committee
1993-94 budget estimates, 2189
Erratum, 367
Victorian public hospitals, 1867
(See also Rulings by the Chair in SUBJECTS)
WEllS, Mr (Wantima)
Adjournment
Cigarette sales, 1768
Drug-taking apparatus, 983
School security, 2277
Wellington Road duplication, 670
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Bills
Economic Development (Repeal) Bill, 27
Employment and Training (Amendment) Bill, 51
Sentencing (Victim Impact Statement) Bill, 1003
Tertiary Education (Amendment) Bill, 2226
Vocational Education and Training (Amendment)
Bill,2173
Questions without notice
Commonwealth-state financial arrangements, 537
Government office accommodation, 1804
Health and community services, 1410
Police firearms training procedures, 636
WIlSON, MI5 (Dandenong North)
Adjournment
Abuse of the elderly, 420
Active at Any Age program, 670
Elderly person housing, 1463
Home and community care recipients, 1558
Supported accommodation for the aged, 894
Bills
Appropriation (Interim 1994-95) Bill, 1662
Casino Control (Miscellaneous Amendments) Bill,
1904

Gaming and Betting Bill, 1719,2003
Questions without notice
Crown Casino Ltd, 1979
Totalizator Agency Board, 2312

INDEX
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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
Questions on notice answered during period covered by this index
Qn

Subject matter

24
26
108
123
142
144

Education: Balliang East Primary School
Or Coghill
Education: Balliang East Primary School
DrCoghill
Publication: Towards Prosperity
DrCoghill
Education: legal advice expenditure and consultancies MrMicallef
Child Care: policy on hours of attendance
Dr Coghill
Attorney-general: legal representation and
expenses incurred
Mr Haermeyer
Finance: legal representation and expenses incurred
Mr Haermeyer
Energy and Minerals: legal representation and
expenses incurred
Mr Haermeyer
Planning: legal representation and expenses incurred Mr Haermeyer
Natural Resources: legal representation and
expenses incurred
Mr Haermeyer
Public Transport: legal representation and
Mr Haermeyer
expenses incurred
Community Services: legal representation and
Mr Haermeyer
expenses incurred
Health: legal representation and expenses incurred
Mr Haermeyer
Police and Emergency Services: legal representation
and expenses incurred
Mr Haermeyer
Corrections: legal representation and expenses incurred Mr Haermeyer
Regional Development: legal representation and
expenses incurred
Mr Haermeyer
Roads and Ports: legal representation and
expenses incurred
Mr Haermeyer
Housing: legal representation and expenses incurred
Mr Haermeyer
Tertiary Education and Training: Legal representation
Mr Haermeyer
and expenses incurred
Local Government: legal representation and
expenses incurred
Mr Haermeyer
Major Projects: legal representation and
expenses incurred
Mr Haermeyer
Fair Trading: legal representation and expenses incurredMr Haermeyer
Sport, Recreation and Racing: legal representation
Mr Haermeyer
and expenses incurred
Aged Care: legal representation and expenses incurred Mr Haermeyer
Mr Haermeyer
Tourism: legal representation and expenses incurred
WorkCare: legal representation and expenses incurred Mr Haermeyer
Attorney-General: expenditure on conferences, seminars,
Mr Haermeyer
workshops and training courses
Finance: expenditure on conferences, seminars,
workshops and training courses
Mr Haermeyer
Energy and Minerals: expenditure on conferences,
seminars, workshops and training courses
Mr Haermeyer
Industry Services: expenditure on conferences, seminars,
workshops and training courses
Mr Haermeyer
Planning: expenditure on conferences, seminars,
workshops and training courses
Mr Haermeyer
Small Business: expenditure on conferences, seminars,
workshops and training courses
Mr Haermeyer
Industry and Employment: expenditure on conferences,
seminars, workshops and training courses
Mr Haermeyer
Agriculture: expenditure on conferences, seminars,
workshops and training courses
Mr Haermeyer

146
147
149
153
154
155
156
158
159
160
161
163
166
167
168
169
171
172
173
174
176
178
179
180
181
182
183
184

Asked by

Answered by

Page

Mr Stockdale
Mr S. J. Plowman
Mr Stockdale
MrHayward
MrJohn

251
251
2379
251
252

Mrs Wade
Mr I. W. Smith

252
555

Mr S. J. Plowman
Mr Mac1ellan

2380
620

MrColeman

1355

MrBrown

357

MrJohn
Mrs Tehan

2377
2376

MrMcNamara
MrMcNamara

1695
1695

MrMcNamara

1325

MrBrown
Mr Maclellan

620
823

MrHayward

252

Mr Maclellan

556

Mr Maclellan
Mrs Wade

841
253

Mr Reynolds
MrJohn
MrMcNamara
Mr Pescott

307
2378
253
1325

MrsWade

258

Mr I. W. Smith

557

Mr S. J. Plowman

2381

Mr Pescott

2370

Mr Maclellan

558

MrHeffeman

2371

MrGude

2372

Mr W. D. McGrath

564
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Qn
185
186
187
188
189
190
192
193
195
198
199
200
201
203
204
205
206
208
210
211
212
213
215
216
217
218
219
220
221
222
223

224
225
227
230
231
232
233
235
236

Subject matter

Asked by

Natural Resources: expenditure on conferences, seminars,
workshops and training courses
Mr Haermeyer
Public Transport: expenditure on conferences, seminars,
workshops and training courses
Mr Haermeyer
Community Services: expenditure on conferences,
seminars, workshops and training courses
Mr Haermeyer
Health: expenditure on conferences, seminars,
workshops and training courses
Mr Haermeyer
Education: expenditure on conferences, seminars,
workshops and training courses
Mr Haermeyer
Police and Emergency Services: expenditure on
conferences, seminars, workshops and training courses Mr Haermeyer
Regional Development: expenditure on conferences,
seminars, workshops and training courses
Mr Haermeyer
Roads and Ports: expenditure on conferences, seminars,
workshops and training courses
Mr Haermeyer
Housing: expenditure on conferences, seminars,
Mr Haermeyer
workshops and training courses
Tertiary Education and Training: expenditure on
conferences, seminars, workshops and training courses Mr Haermeyer
Local Government: expenditure on conferences, seminars,
workshops and training courses
Mr Haermeyer
Major Projects: expenditure on conferences, seminars,
workshops and training courses
Mr Haermeyer
Fair Trading: expenditure on conferences, seminars,
workshops and training courses
Mr Haermeyer
Sport, Recreation and Racing: expenditure on
conferences, seminars, workshops and training courses Mr Haermeyer
Aged Care: expenditure on conferences, seminars,
workshops and training courses
Mr Haermeyer
Tourism: expenditure on conferences, seminars,
Mr Haermeyer
workshops and training courses
WorkCover: expenditure on conferences, seminars,
workshops and training courses
Mr Haermeyer
Attorney-General: interstate travel
Mr Haermeyer
Finance: interstate travel
Mr Haermeyer
Energy and Minerals: interstate travel
Mr Haermeyer
Industry Services: interstate travel
Mr Haermeyer
Planning: interstate travel
Mr Haermeyer
Industry and Employment: interstate travel
Mr Haermeyer
Agriculture: interstate travel
Mr Haermeyer
Natural Resources: interstate travel
Mr Haermeyer
Public Transport: interstate travel
Mr Haermeyer
Community Services: interstate travel
Mr Haermeyer
Health: interstate travel
Mr Haermeyer
Education: interstate travel
Mr Haermeyer
Police and Emergency Services: interstate travel
Mr Haermeyer
Corrections: interstate travel
Mr Haermeyer
Regional Development: interstate travel
Mr Haermeyer
Roads and Ports: interstate travel
Mr Haermeyer
Housing: interstate travel
Mr Haermeyer
Tertiary Education and Training: interstate travel
Mr Haermeyer
Local government: interstate travel
Mr Haermeyer
Major Projects: interstate travel
Mr Haermeyer
Fair Trading: interstate travel
Mr Haermeyer
Sport, Recreation and Racing: interstate travel
Mr Haermeyer
Aged Care: interstate travel
Mr Haermeyer
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Answered by

Page

MrColeman

1356

MrBrown

311

MrJohn

1696

Mrs Tehan

1696

MrHayward

2382

MrMcNamara

2363

MrMcNamara

2373

MrBrown

311

Mr Maclellan

823

MrHayward

1333

Mr Maclellan

592

Mr Maclellan

842

MrsWade

258

MrReynolds

311

MrJohn

1697

MrMcNamara

258

MrPescott
MrsWade
Mr I. W. Smith
Mr S. J. Plowman
Mr Pescott
Mr Maclellan
MrGude
Mr W. D. McGrath
MrColeman
MrBrown
MrJohn
Mrs Tehan
MrHayward
MrMcNamara
MrMcNamara
MrMcNamara
MrBrown
Mr Maclellan
MrHayward
Mr Maclellan
Mr Maclellan
MrsWade
MrReynolds
MrJohn

2374
1365
592
2384
593
1338
1328
594
1356
605
1697
1698
2385
260
2391
1329
331
826
1354
605
842
1393
332
2398
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Qn

Subject matter

Answered by

Page

237
238
240
242
243
244
245
247
248
249
250
251
252
253
254
255
256
257
259
261
262
263
265
268
269
270
271
272
273
274
275
277
279
280
281
282
283
284
285
287
288
291
292
293

Tourism: interstate travel
Mr Haermeyer
MrMcNamara
WorkCare: interstate travel
Mr Haermeyer
Mr Pescott
Attorney-General: overseas travel
Mr Haermeyer
Mrs Wade
Finance: overseas travel
Mr Haermeyer
Mr I. W. Smith
Energy and Minerals: overseas travel
Mr S. J. Plowman
Mr Haermeyer
Industry Services: overseas travel
Mr Pescott
Mr Haermeyer
Planning: overseas travel
Mr Haermeyer
Mr Mac1ellan
Business and Employment: overseas travel
Mr Haermeyer
MrGude
Agriculture: overseas travel
Mr Haermeyer
Mr W. D. McGrath
Natural Resources: overseas travel
Mr Haermeyer
MrColeman
Public Transport: overseas travel
Mr Haermeyer
MrBrown
Community Services: overseas travel
Mr Haermeyer
MrJohn
Aged Care: overseas travel
Mr Haermeyer
MrJohn
Education: overseas travel
Mr Haermeyer
MrHayward
Police and Emergency Services: overseas travel
Mr Haermeyer
MrMcNamara
Corrections: overseas travel
MrMcNamara
Mr Haermeyer
Regional Development: overseas travel
MrMcNamara
Mr Haermeyer
Roads and Ports: overseas travel
MrBrown
Mr Haermeyer
Housing: overseas travel
Mr Haermeyer
Mr Maclellan
Major Projects: overseas travel
Mr Haermeyer
Mr Maclellan
Tertiary Education and Training: overseas travel
Mr Haermeyer
MrHayward
Local Government: overseas travel
Mr Haermeyer
Mr Maclellan
Fair Trading: overseas travel
Mr Haermeyer
Mrs Wade
Mrs Tehan
Health: overseas travel
Mr Haermeyer
Tourism: overseas travel
MrMcNamara
Mr Haermeyer
WorkCare: overseas travel
Mr Pescott
Mr Haermeyer
Mr W. D. McGrath
Department of Agriculture
Or Coghill
Education: Board of Studies
Dr Coghill
MrHayward
Psychiatric services: discharges
DrVaughan
Mrs Tehan
Child Care: enrolments
MrJohn
Ms Garbutt
Community Services: regional residential staff
Ms Garbutt
MrJohn
Child Care: subsidised preschool enrolments
Ms Garbutt
MrJohn
Education: Werribee Grange Secondary College
Mr I. W. Smith
Dr Coghill
Education: quality provision task forces
MrHayward
DrCoghill
Mineral Resources Development (Amendment) Bill
Mr W. D. McGrath
MrThomson
State Electricity Commission: operating leases
MrThomson
MrS.J. Plowman
Tourism: effect of removal of public holidays
MrMcNamara
MrThomson
Tourism: Manager, Executive Services
MrThomson
MrMcNamara
Airports: Essendon
MrThomson
MrGude
Public Transport: services in northern suburbs
MrThomson
MrBrown
Police and Emergency Services: air wing contract
MrThomson
MrMcNamara
Youth Affairs: grants
MrLoney
MrHeffernan
Melbourne Cricket Ground: traffic management
MrBrown
Dr Coghill
Bookmakers and Bookmakers Clerks Registration
Committee
Or Coghill
MrReynolds
Question on notice: answer
Mr Stockdale
Or Coghill
Publication: Towards Prosperity
Mr Stockdale
Or Coghill
Child Care: funding
Ms Garbutt
MrJohn
Child Care: funding
Ms Garbutt
MrJohn
Child Care: funding
Ms Garbutt
MrJohn
Child Protection Service: positions
Ms Garbutt
MrJohn
Child Protection Service: reported child abuse
Ms Garbutt
MrJohn
Public Transport Corporation: bus link between
Tullamarine airport and Broadmeadows railway stationMr Thomson
MrBrown
Child Care: places
Ms Garbutt
MrJohn
Child Care: funding
MrJohn
Ms Garbutt
Mr Ron Walker
Mr Pandazopoulos
Mr Kennett

276
1329
1397
605
2398
278
2410
838
606
1357
349
1699
1701
278
280
2414
1330
624
840
845
350
618
1401
1702
294
1331
295
296
296
1331
1332
1332
297
297
298
2417
298
298
305
618
305
2417
2417

294
295
297
301
302
307
308
310
311
312
314

Asked by

2418
2420
2420
2420
2421
2422
2422
2423
2424
2424
2425
2425
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Subject matter

Asked by

Answered by

Page

315
316
317
318
319
323
325
329
330
332
336
339
341
343
350
356

Mr Ron Walker
Mr Ron Walker
Mr Ron Walker
Mr Ron Walker
Mr Ron Walker
Mr Ron Walker
Mr Ron Walker
Mr Ron Walker
Mr Ron Walker
Mr Ron Walker
Mr Ron Walker
Mr Ron Walker
Mr Ron Walker
Mr Ron Walker
Industry Services: consultancies
Public Transport: consultancies

Mr Pandazopoulos
Mrs Wade
Mr Pandazopoulos
Mr Stockdale
Mr Pandazopoulos
Mr I. W. Smith
Mr Pandazopoulos Mr S. J. Plowman
Mr Pandazopoulos
MrPescott
Mr Pandazopoulos Mr W. D. McGrath
Mr Pandazopoulos
MrBrown
Mr Pandazopoulos
MrMcNamara
Mr Pandazopoulos
MrMcNamara
Mr Pandazopoulos
MrBrown
Mr Pandazopoulos
MrHayward
Mr Pandazopoulos
MrsWade
Mr Pandazopoulos
MrReynolds
Mr Pandazopoulos
MrMcNamara
Mr Pandazopoulos
Mr Pescott
Mr Pandazopoulos
MrBrown

2425
2425
2426
2426
2426
2426
2427
2427
2427
2427
2427
2428
2428
2428
2428
2431

