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Maternal and child health services
To the Honourable the Speaker and members of the
Legislative Assembly in Parliament assembled:

The SPEAKER (Hon. J. E. Delzoppo) took the chair
at 10.5 a.m. and read the prayer.

PETITIONS
The Clerk - I have received the following
petitions for presentation to Parliament:

Primary schools in East Keilor-Avondale
Heights
To the Honourable the Speaker and members of the
Legislative Assembly in Parliament assembled:
We, the undersigned call on the Minister for Education,
Mr Hayward, and the government of Victoria to ensure that quality education is maintained in the
local community of East Keilor-A vondale Heights.
to guarantee that taxpayers' funds already expended in
maintaining and improving existing facilities are not
wasted.
to protect the educational interest of present and future
students in being able to obtain access to a local school
which will provide adequate facilities and resources.
to provide and adequately resource three primary
school sites in the East Keilor-Avondale Heights area.
And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.
By Mr Sercombe (1562 signatures)

Clayton North Primary School
To the Honourable the Speaker and members of the
Legislative Assembly in Parliament assembled:
The humble petition of Clayton North Primary School
and the undersigned citizens of the State of Victoria
sheweth that the parents of Clayton North Primary
School reject the closing of neighbourhood schools and
your petitioners therefore pray that Clayton North
Primary School be retained.

The humble petition of the undersigned citizens of the
State of Victoria sheweth a call for the review of the
prejudicial and inadequate provisions of the Healthy
Futures program for children's and families' services,
which will result in drastic reductions or inadequate
accessibility to services and care for parents and
children (particularly for children between birth to age
two); restrictions on eligibility for "special needs"
services for parents and children other than those
defined by the program and a lack of focus and
response to families' needs and concerns.
Your petitioners believe that the actions of the
government in the reduction of funding and
"streamlining" of family services show a clear
disregard for the needs of families and their children.
Your petitioners, therefore, pray that all steps are taken
to ensure that all families and their children are
continued to be allowed access to maternal and child
health care services according to their changing needs
and that funding be allocated to ensure these needs are
met.
And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.
By Mr Doyle (305 signatures)

Parkdale cluster schools
To the Honourable the Speaker and members of the
Legislative Assembly in Parliament assembled:
The humble petition of the undersigned citizens of the
State of Victoria sheweth our concern at the threatened
closure of the schools nominated in the Parkdale cluster
by the Directorate of School Education.
Your petitioners therefore pray that the present
government investigate alternatives other than closure
of these schools.
And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.
By Mr Leigh (1492 signatures)

Preschool funding
And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.
By Or Vaughan (1153 signatures)

To the Honourable the Speaker and members of the
Legislative Assembly in Parliament assembled:
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The humble petition of the undersigned citizens of the
State of Victoria showeth that the savage funding cuts
to preschools will lead to enormous increases in fees
and fundraising which parents cannot afford. This will
create an elitist system with many children unable to
attend preschool and suffering educational
disadvantages.
Your petitioners therefore pray that the government
restore adequate funding to preschools and restore the
central payment scheme for salaries.
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We consider retention of the excellent facilities and
large site to be in the best interests of the educational
needs of children of this community.
And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

By Mr Honeywood (560 signatures)

Electricity charge rebates
To the Honourable the Speaker and members of the
Legislative Assembly in Parliament assembled:

And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

By Mr Leigh (709 signatures) and Mr Kilgour (654
signatures)

Small primary school staffing
To the Honourable the Speaker and members of the
Legislative Assembly in Parliament assembled:
The humble petition of Nullawil community sheweth
reduced staffing small primary schools.
Your petitioners therefore pray that small primary
schools maintain current staffing.
And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

By Mr Steggall (25 signatures)

N orwood Primary School
To the Honourable the Speaker and members of the
Legislative Assembly in Parliament assembled:
We the undersigned call on the Minister for Education,
Mr Hayward, and the government of Victoria to retain a school on the Norwood Primary School site.
The Norwood Primary School site offers the following
advantages:
Buildings and grounds well suited to coping with large
numbers of students.
Central location and off-street car parking.
Excellent disabled facilities.
A community room used by the schoolchildren and
community groups.

The humble petition of the undersigned citizens of the
State of Victoria sheweth that the supply charge for
electricity which has increased by about 100 per cent
this July 1993 has brought severe hardship to low
income earners, in particular to people living alone, the
disabled, the unemployed, etc. It is $64 more, which is
unproportional to the consumption when a lone person
must try to save energy. It is also $4 more than the
property tax for those who get 40 per cent rebate.
Your petitioners therefore pray that similar rebate be
given to those groups.
And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

By Or Coghill (72 signatures)

Altona Gate Primary School
To the Honourable the Speaker and members of the
Legislative Assembly in Parliament assembled:
The humble petition of the undersigned citizens of the
State of Victoria sheweth:
We, the undersigned, call on the Minister for
Education, Mr Hayward, and the government of
Victoria to ensure that the Altona Gate Primary School, highly
regarded as a vital, progressive and viable
child-centred school, continue, merged or otherwise, in
its recently renovated and upgraded facility at 430
Blackshaws Road, Altona North.
to guarantee fair and reasonable funding of the Altona
Gate Primary School, whether merged or otherwise,
taking into account the particular cultural and
socioeconomic characteristics of its community, and, in
particular, the many families reeling under the impact
of harsh economic and employment conditions.
And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.
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By Ms Kimer (670 signatures)
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opportunity to speak to his motion in silence, and I
ask honourable members to contain themselves.

Laid on table.

PAPER
Laid on table by Clerk:
Statutory Rule under the Land Tax Act 1958SRNo.176

BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE
Grievance Day
Mr GUDE (Minister for Industry and
Employment) - I move:
That for the purposes of Sessional Order No. 4(1),
Wednesday, 20 October 1993, and Wednesday,
17 November 1993, be appointed days upon which the
question "That grievances be noted" may be put.

Motion agreed to.

GOVERNMENT SERVICES TO ETHNIC
COMMUNITIES
Mr HONEYWOOD (Warrandyte) - I move:
That this House commends the State government for
establishing a senior interdeparbnental committee to
effectively coordinate the delivery of government
services to ethnic communities throughout Victoria.

As the government reaches the first anniversary of
its election it has a great sense of achievement as it
looks back over the past 12 months to see the
initiatives it has taken to ensure that all ethnic
communities in Victoria have access to equity and
justice. Prior to the State election, the coalition in
opposition examined the problems that many ethnic
communities were facing throughout Victoria. We
found that the former government's ethnic affairs
policy was a sham.
The mechanisms were in place for so-called
consultation and delivery of services, but the
rhetoric did not ensure that services were delivered.
The Ethnic Affairs Commission, which was meant to
be the key advisory body to government - The DEPUTY SPEAKEl{ (Mr J. F. McGrath) Order! There is too much movement in the Chamber
and the level of conversation is far too high. The
honourable member for Warrandyte deserves the

Mr HONEYWOOD - The Ethnic Affairs
Commission was treated with such contempt by the
previous government that no consultation occurred.
The commission's Labor-appointed chairman said in
public forums that the previous government was
ignoring the commission. I attended a number of
meetings with the Labor-appointed Ethnic Affairs
Commission, and I can tell the House that after the
election it was like a breath of fresh air for members
of the commission sitting around the table because
their concerns were finally heard. They enjoyed the
prospect of being able to initiate policies to assist
ethnic communities rather than being treated with
contempt, as they had been by the previous
government.
In formulating its policy prior to the election, the
coalition analysed why the Ethnic Affairs
Commission was irrelevant. There was a bloated
departmental bureaucracy at 232 Victoria Parade
which would write and rewrite reports on issues
that had been fully analysed in previous years
throughout Australia. In contrast, the former
government did nothing to ensure that key
government departments such as health, education,
community services, justice, women's affairs and
aged care met their responsibilities to our ethnic
communities.
The department was like a flea on an elephant; it
could not impact upon large government
departments because it lacked the negotiating skills,
the ability, and the clout in terms of government
administrative responsibility. It had no mechanism
by which it could influence the outcomes for ethnic
communities.
After consulting with ethnic communities
throughout the State over an eighteen-month period
prior to the election, the coalition decided it would
form an interdepartmental committee on the
delivery of services to ethnic communities. It
decided to bring together all key government
departments and agencies dealing with ethnic
communities and those of non-English speaking
backgrounds.
The committee operates in a competent manner and
has two tiers: firstly, a Ministerial ethnic services
committee comprising Parliamentary secretaries and
Ministers from the key government departments
that have the most to do with ethnic clients; and
secondly, a senior Public Service committee
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comprising representation from the highest level of
those key government departments.
The committee of politicians meets regularly to
ensure that the political needs of ethnic communities
are taken into account. It provides advice to the
Public Service committee and ensures that the
decisions made by the politicians committee are
implemented throughout the public sector. Some
exciting initiatives are coming up, and I shall refer to
those later.
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proud of the fact that Victorians from ethnic
backgrounds can stand for election to Parliament
and effectively represent their constituents.
To be effective, it is imperative that the government
recognises the needs of our ethnic communities and
clients and that it puts in place coordination
mechanisms. The coalition has implemented the
rhetoric the Labor government mentioned in the
question asked by the shadow Minister in 1990 that I
referred to earlier, and for the first time effective
coordination is taking place.

It is interesting to note that the current shadow

Minister endorsed the coalition's approach in a
question to the then Minister for Ethnic Affairs,
Mr John Cain, on 31 May 1990:
My question is directed to the Premier as the Minister
for Ethnic Affairs. Will the Minister outline to the
House what steps are being taken by the Ethnic Affairs
Commission for the provision of services to Victoria's
older ethnic community?

The then Minister, Mr Cain, answered:
We work closely with other departments, such as
Health Department Victoria, Community Services
Victoria, the Department of Sport and Recreation and
local government - all of those agencies that deliver
services ...

John Cain had the concept in mind but his
government never implemented the rhetoric uttered
in this House. The former government did not create
a structure for departments to be brought together
around the table to debate and discuss the needs of
non-English speaking background communities and
to ensure that those needs were met.
Victoria is the key multicultural State in Australia.
According to the recent census, more that 25 per cent
of Victoria's residents are from non-English
speaking backgrounds; one out of every four
Victorians walking the streets of Melbourne has a
migrant background. Members of Parliament from
both sides of the House have ethnic backgrounds,
and that is indicative of our multicultural society.
On the government's side of the House, the
honourable member for Bentleigh has a Yugoslavian
background, the honourable member for Doncaster
has a Lithuanian-Latvian background and the
President of the Upper House, Mr Chamberlain, has
a Lebanese background. Given the fact that
Australian society promotes equality and the
achievements of individuals - that is very much the
philosophy of the coalition - the community is

Despite the carping of the opposition, which claimed
that the government would abolish the Ethnic
Affairs Commission, the government has appointed
a wonderful full-time chairperson of the
commission, Professor Trang Thomas, the first
Vietnamese academic to become a professor of an
Australian univerSity. She is working full-time with
ethnic communities and ensuring that their concerns
and needs are heard.
The government has also appointed some seven
part-time commissioners from a range of ethnic
communities, and members opposite have
congratulated the coalition on some of the
appointments. It is interesting to note that the
honourable member for Van Yean, Mr Haermeyer,
went to the Sunday Age - the Labor Star in drag claiming that he had obtained a membership list of
the Liberal Party. It is interesting because legal
action may be pending against the honourable
member opposite as a result. As it happens, the
honourable member had at least one person wrong.
The Sunday Age article listed Priscilla Steele as a
member of the Liberal Party. Priscilla Steele was
appOinted by the previous government to do a
number of reports on ethnic child-care service
delivery. She was the ethnic liaison officer for the
City of Prahran for a number of years and was
highly regarded by members opposite involved in
the ethnic communities.
The honourable member for Van Yean's first
utterance on ethnic affairs has been to cast
aspersions on members of the Ethnic Affairs
Commission, but he got the wrong person. A
Priscilla Steele is a member of the Liberal Party, but
that particular person happens to be the
commissioner's mother. I am sure the honourable
member for Van Yean realises that by pointing the
finger at the younger Priscilla Steele he has made
himself vulnerable to a charge of libel for accusing
somebody, who was appointed by the previous
government to do all manner of reports and by the
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City of Prahran as its liaison officer, of doing
something she did not do. He has cast aspersions on
her integrity by making accusations in the Labor Star.
I look forward to action being taken on the matter.
The honourable member is being hypocritical as
well as defamatory because it is well known that the
former Victorian Ethnic Affairs Commission was the
plaything of the socialist left. Under Labor, every
chairman of the commission was a card-carrying
member of the socialist left and every deputy
chairman was somehow involved with the party.
The honourable member for Yan Yean has cast
aspersions on people on whose appointment the
coalition government has been congratulated.
Or Colin Rubenstein, a well-known academic, has
earned bipartisan respect throughout Australia for
his multicultural work. He is a leading member of
the Jewish community and is often called upon to
comment in a bipartisan way on ethnic affairs and
multicultural issues. Who can cast aspersions on
Mr Hass Dellal? He was the Chief Executive of the
Australian Bicentennial Multicultural Foundation
and established the first national police ethnic
advisory council to ensure Australia-wide
consultation of ethnic policing issues. For the
honourable member for Yan Yean to cast aspersions
on a gentleman like that is an indictment of the true
policy of multiculturalism practised by the Labor
government for many years.
Professor Trang Thomas, who will chair the Ethnic
Affairs Commission, is well respected in the
Vietnamese community. She was the first
Vietnamese person to become a professor of an
Australian university and is respected for her work
in aged care.
In 1990 the then Premier, who was also the Minister
for Ethnic Affairs, was concerned about service
delivery to the aged in ethnic communities. But
what did he do about it? Many migrants who came
to Australia after the second world war worked in
factories and on farms. They put a lot of sweat into
building Victoria and they deserve to be cared for in
their senior years when many of them revert to their
native languages, diets and religions. They cannot be
put into an Anglo-Celtic nursing home and fed lamb
chops, mashed potatoes and peas. We should
consider their needs. Victoria has a number of ethnic
nursing homes and HACC programs that are
sensitive to the needs of ethnic communities.
The electorate of Monbulk has an excellent Dutch
nursing home. I am told that even the Dutch, who
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often learn to speak English soon after their arrival
in Australia and integrate very well into our society,
revert to using the Dutch language in their senior
years. It is interesting to consider how the brain
works as we age. Their specific ethnic needs should
be met.
I am sure all honourable members would agree that
we must address the issue of aged care. Members of
the government, including myself, are pleased to
have had the opportunity of working with Trang
Thomas, who is well respected for her multicultural
work, to ensure sensitive service delivery.
In recent weeks I arranged for several delegations
from the Polish, Afghan and Greek communities to
speak to the Minister for Aged Care in another place
about their needs.
Mr Seitz - What about Filipinos? What about
Pakistanis?
Mr HONEYWOOD - I take up that interjection.
The Labor government appointed Greeks and
Italians to key positions in ethnic affairs - we all
know Victoria has a large Greek and Italian
population - but this government is appointing not
only Greeks and Italians but also members of
smaller, newer communities. The honourable
member for Keilor asked about Filipinos. I am proud
to say that this government has appointed a Filipino
woman, Ms Jenny Medwell, to head the Ethnic
Affairs Unit.
An honourable member interjected.

Mr HONEYWOOD - I hear the word "woman"
being thrown across the Chamber. Under Labor,
ethnic affairs was a male-dominated domain. The
honourable member for Williamstown preached the
rhetoric of equal opportunity and respect for
women's rights and the need for more women to be
appointed to government positions. So much did
Labor respect women that only two of the nine
members of the Ethnic Affairs Commission were
women. Not once did the Labor government
appoint a woman to chair the commission. Under
this government, four of the eight commissioners are
women; the chairperson of the commission is a
woman and the head of the Ethnic Affairs Unit is a
woman. They are also members of small ethnic
communities that have had problems adjusting to
Australian society. This government does not preach
rhetoric; it gets on with the job. Many members of
the opposition were embarrassed to hear of the
quality appointments the government made. After
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only 12 months in office this government has got on
with the job of ensuring proper access and equity for
all ethnic communities - not just for its mates in
certain quarters.
I understand the problems the opposition has with
ethnic affairs. Many Labor electorates have large
ethnic communities and many party members are
from certain communities, so the opposition has
subjective views. If they do not look after certain
vocal members of their communities they are in
trouble when preselection time comes around. That
gives them a tainted, biased and subjective view of
ethnic affairs.
Mr Micallef - That's a slur on ethnic
communities!
Mr HONEYWOOD - Not at all. It casts doubt
on the opposition's objectivity in ethnic affairs and
its ability to ensure full justice, access and equity for
all ethnic communities in its electorates.
I shall give some examples. Let us examine some of
the grants that have been given out to some of those
ethnic communities during the 10 years of Labor
government. Some interesting clubs and
organisations that have certain left leaning
tendencies did extremely well under the previous
government. Millions of dollars were directed to
them through the trade union movement, which was
often used supposedly as a nice objective channel of
funding for ethnic communities that the government
wanted to look after.
Mr MicalIef interjected.
Mr HONEYWOOD - Yes, it is a multicultural
movement, but with one philosophy, so it is a
unilateral movement. It is a tunnel vision
philosophical unit of the Labor Party.
We all know how the Labor Party likes to recycle.
We often heard the previous government talking
about recycling. Honourable members opposite
were very good at recycling money; they loved to do
it. We all know that large amounts of money from
various departments, such as ethnic affairs,
consumer affairs and others - they were all in on
it - were parked with certain trade unions for
certain theoretical purposes. Then - surprise,
surprise! - prior to the election those unions would
give incredible donations to the Labor Party. There
was a washing of money: it was put through the nice
objective channel of the union movement and it
came back to the Labor Party's coffers.
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We know of certain favours given to certain
members of the Chinese community by the previous
government. In fact, we have heard that the going
price for becoming a justice of the peace was a
$10000 donation to the Labor Party. It is very
interesting to note how many justices of the peace
were appointed in a certain community over a
period of time and who was appointed.
We all know that the rhetoric about ethnic affairs
preached by honourable members opposite is very
different from the practice. Therefore, the action of
the honourable member for Yan Yean of running off
to the Labor Star - because he knew that was the
only place he would get a run with his defamatory
comments - and casting aspersions on individuals,
who were appointed by his government to do
important work in ethnic affairs, and saying those
people are doing something they are not, is typical
of the way he and his party preach the rhetoric but
do nothing in practice.
We regard the Ethnic Affairs Commission as a key
advisory body. It meets regularly and ensures that
the concerns of ethnic communities are channelled
to the government so that the interdepartmental
committee we have established, which meets
regularly and ensures that ethnic services are
delivered, receives advice from the commission as
well as the unit.
We also have a Ministerial committee, which is
chaired by the Premier and at a previous meeting
the Attorney-General, the Parliamentary secretary
for health services, the Parliamentary secretary for
education, the honourable member for Glen
Waverley - representing the Minister for Police and
Emergency Services - and I attended. That is
another effective coordinating mechanism.
Therefore, in practice we have three coordinating
mechanisms. The first is the Ethnic Affairs
Commission, which is the advisory body comprising
people who have the respect of all honourable
members opposite, except perhaps the honourable
member for Van Yean, ethnic communities and other
honourable members in terms of their ability to
advise the government on key concerns. The second
is the interdepartmental committee comprising
senior public servants, including, for example,
Mr Grahame Marshall, the acting general manager
of the school education department. Of course, a
number of other senior departmental officials are
also on the committee.
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The third mechanism is the Ministerial committee,
which may not meet as regularly as the
interdepartmental committee because the latter has
to get on with the nuts and bolts exercise of
implementation, but it is there to ensure that the
concerns of ethnic clients are looked after and
considered sympathetically by the government. I
shall refer in a moment to some of the achievements
that are already on the board in that regard.
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Nothing has happened regarding the registration of
this important and vital profession to ensure that
people who stand trial in courts on charges such as
murder are able to communicate their defence to the
judge and jury or that people in hospitals are not left
writhing in pain while some fly-by-nighter stands
beside their bed and is not providing sufficient
interpreting for them.
Mr Seitz - You are going back to the 195Os.

One of the biggest problems we have in Victoria and
indeed Australia in addressing the problems of
ethnic communities is the attitude of the Labor
Party. For example, in the area of interpreting and
translating, the Labor Party has had many fellow
travellers who are not qualified interpreters. Many
of them are considered to be leaders in their
communities and they do a bit of fly-by-night
interpreting.
They are not approved by NAATI - the National
Accreditation Authority for Translating and
Interpreting. NAATI has established interpreting
levels 1 to 5 and a competent interpreter will be at
level 3. However, too often under the previous
government, fly-by-nighters were constantly being
used, often because they were card-carrying
members of the Labor Party, because they could pull
a few votes a certain member's way in a preselection
committee, or because they could pull a few votes in
the electorate come election time. Proper
interpreting of the communication needs of many
members of the ethnic communities in Victoria has
not occurred.
The Australian Society of Interpreters and
Translators -AUSSIT -will tell you that for 10
years it has been trying to establish registration of
interpreters throughout Australia. It has had
meetings with previous Federal Ministers for
immigration such as Senator Robert Ray and
Mr Gerry Hand. It is interesting that both Ministers
initially said, yes, they could see the need for
registration of the interpreting profession
Australia-wide - and it is a profession that needs
regulation and monitoring, just as the medical
profession has the AMA - to ensure the
qualification standards are being met. However,
when Senator Ray and Mr Hand went off and spoke
to their Labor Party colleagues and perhaps to some
of their bevy of Ministerial advisers, they were no
doubt told, ''No,. don't touch that one because some
of our mates from the party will be affected. They
will not get interpreting jobs for which they charge
some $60 or $65 for a 2-hour session. They will miss
out and will not get their payola".

Mr HONEYWOOD - Nothing has changed. The
Labor Party was in government for 10 years and the
problem got worse, not better. What did the Labor
Party do about it? It did nothing.
For 10 years we have had rhetoric. Why? Because
unfortunately the party opposite, which allegedly
carries the flag for ethnic communities, cannot be
objective or ensure the ethnic communities it
purports to represent are looked after properly. It is
a sham because interpreting and translating is a
profession that is recognised as such in many other
countries, but here in Australia, both under the
Federal and State Labor governments, it has not
been properly recognised.
It an indictment of the effectiveness of the ability of
honourable members opposite to look after the
ethnic communities in their electorates.

Mr Seitz interjected.
Mr HONEYWOOD - I am delighted by that
interjection. The Rotary convention used a private
agency because it wanted the most professional
interpreting facility it could get. The previous
government's interpreting service was not up to
scratch. It could not do the job even though the
previous government poured $5 million a year,
including $1 million worth of computers, into it. It
was so ineffective that it could not be used for a
Rotary convention - the job went to the private
sector. The Rotarians were delighted with the
service because it was the most effective.
The interdepartmental committee has been
established to effectively coordinate the delivery of
government services to ethnic communities. I was
rather pleased to attend a recent Ministerial meeting
in Brisbane on behalf of the Premier in his capacity
as Minister for Ethnic Affairs. He could not attend
because of other engagements.
Mr Hamilton - The gravy train!
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Mr HONEYWOOD - I know interjections are
disorderly, but I cannot resist taking up that one.
The gravy train, as the honourable member called it,
comprised one person who accompanied me to
Brisbane. He was the man the previous government
appointed as Chairman of the Ethnic Affairs
Commission, Dr Franco Schiavoni, a well-respected
Victorian. I was able to rely on him for all the advice
I needed in a national forum involving the
Territories, States and Federal government.
Mr Micallef - Then you sacked him!
Mr HONEYWOOD - He has not been sacked.
He is the executive director of a Ministerial
committee examining the study of languages other
than English. He receives the same salary he
received under the previous government and he
enjoys a nice office at the Rialto. His background
was in education and that is what he asked to do.
That is a long way from being sacked. So often the
honourable member for Springvale gilds the lily and
we let it go over our heads, but sometimes he should
be pulled up.
I return to the interjection about the gravy train. I
wonder whether honourable members opposite
have seen Senator Bolkus travelling on government
business. He attended the same national forum I
attended. Honourable members should try to guess
how many Canberra bureaucrats and advisers he
took with him. Not I, 10 or 20 - he took 35 advisers!
I think he chartered a Boeing 747. When in
government the Victorian Labor Party enjoyed being
surrounded, camouflaged and protected by
numerous advisers and bureaucrats. In contrast the
coalition took as an adviser to Brisbane only one
Labor Party-appointed former chairman of the
commission. That was the one-man travelling road
show from Victoria!
In respect of the gravy train, at the Brisbane Hilton I
moved a motion which called for the compulsory
registration of interpreters throughout Australia.
Because so many of my State colleagues supported
the concept the senator was rather embarrassed that
he did not have any objective reason to oppose it. So
he asked 3S of his talented advisers to go off,
examine the issue and report back to the next
immigration officials meeting in Melbourne later
this year. I had been in the job for only six months at
the time and I was delighted to have been able to
move a motion at a national forum on something the
Labor Party had had on the backburner and ignored
for 10 years.
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Regardless of whether one is considering
appointments to the Ethnic Affairs Commission or
the implementation of policy needs relating to
interpreters, one realises that the current
government gets on with the job of delivering
services to those from non-English speaking
backgrounds.
Three years ago the New South Wales government
introduced a card designed to help people with
language difficulties. I believe Western Australia has
introduced a similar system to that described in a
policy released by our coalition prior to the election.
Again, this government lives up to its policy
promises. It intends to implement the card system
before the end of the year.
The New South Wales card says that it is
government policy to provide professional
interpreters to non-English speaking people who
have to deal with government agencies. On the front
of the card the words '1 need an interpreter" are
printed. Printed on the back of the card is the
language required to be interpreted. Well before the
election, our coalition realised that the previous
government had done nothing in this area. On
achieving office this government decided to be
responsible by looking after Victoria's ethnic
communities.
Tenders are being called for the printing of the card.
They will be released before the end of the year.
Initially, they will be distributed to 100 000 people
with communication problems. When people front
up to government agencies for assistance they will
be able to get that assistance instead of being turned
away as was the case during the past 10 years.
Public servants were too busy doing policy research
for the Labor Party; they were not interested in
helping. They would say, "Sorry, mate, go away, I
can't understand what you're saying". Once the
cards are released public servants will not be able to
get away with that sort of behaviour. They will have
to make sure that those seeking assistance receive
the services of interpreters. We are the party that is
getting on with the job.
Mr Seitz - What about bricks and mortar for the
ethnic communities?
Mr HONEYWOOD - Bricks and mortar! If in
government the Labor Party had spent one-tenth of
the money on bricks and mortar that it spent on
salaries for advisers, hacks and extra bureaucrats we
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would have roads, highways, hospitals and
community health centres coming out our ears!
The honourable member for Keilor should not talk
to me about bricks and mortar. If only one-tenth of
that money had been spent on infrastructure, we
might have got a few projects up and running and
there would be fewer unemployed tradespeople.
The unions would have been happier because some
of their affiliates might have got jobs - and union
dues would have flowed more freely than they have
lately! The only bricks and mortar the former
government left to Victoria was the $1 million given
to the Trades Hall Council to make the building look
swankier, as well as grants for certain projects in
areas where they were not required.

661

This mainstreaming approach will flow on to the
grants program. To give the House one example, the
previous government did not financially support
ethnic schools, despite the fact that the children of
some honourable members opposite attend those
schools, otherwise known as Saturday school
programs. Honourable members opposite have told
me how effective those programs are. Children who
want to learn other languages, often their parents'
native languages, or to learn about their native
cultures - subjects that are often not available at
mainstream schools -are able to attend those
Saturday-mOrning schools. Usually one or two
classrooms are hired from government schools to
accommodate the students.
Mr Seitz interjected.

I know how much honourable members opposite
love the dollar signs when it comes to the practice of
government. The coalition government has
recognised the need for a grants program.
Honourable members opposite will be surprised to
hear that over the past year the government has
given more than $2.5 million to ethnic communities
through various agencies and departments. For
example, the Minister for Sport, Recreation and
Racing has visited a number of ethnic communities
and provided grants to enhance their sport and
recreation facilities. Similar grants have been made
in the areas of health, community services and youth
affairs.
The government has continued to provide $85 000 a
year for the Ethnic Youth Network, which does a
good job. It has made a number of ethno-specific
grants to ethnic communities to enable them to
employ part-time and full-time youth workers.
Mr Seitz interjected.
Mr HONEYWOOD - Unfortunately your
government left the tills empty. We do not have the
money for bricks and mortar because your
government spent it on salaries!
Despite the problems we have inherited we are
doing our best to address those problems, consistent
with our philosophy of mainstreaming. That can be
contrasted with the approach of the previous Labor
government, which used a flea to attack an
elephant - namely, the other departments - to get
the job done. The coalition government will make
key departments more responsive to the needs of
their ethnic clients, which is the theme of my speech.

Mr HONEYWOOD - The previous government
did not give those students the $35-a-year grants,
which was a bone of contention with many ethnic
communities. The coalition government has been
able to provide the Ethnic Schools Association with
$500 000 from the budget of the Department of
Education to ensure that those students have the
proper textbooks and that their needs are catered for.
Despite what is said about the number of schools
that are being closed, the government has provided
funding for 20 000 students this year, yet only 17000
students have enrolled in those ethnic schools.
Mr Seitz interjected.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER - Order! The Chair has
been extremely tolerant of the honourable member
for Keilor. I get the hint that he is keen to make a
contribution on the Filipino community, and I shall
be interested to hear what he says. At present the
honourable member for Warrandyte has the call,
and the honourable member for Keilor should
respect his right to be heard in silence.
Mr HONEYWOOD - I invite the member for
Keilor to make an appointment with the head of the
Ethnic Affairs Unit, a lovely, well-qualified lady
who will be sensitive to his needs because she comes
from a Filipino background. During the 10 years of
Labor government the honourable member for
Keilor was unable to gain access to key department
officials for advice on assistance for the Filipino
community. So it is ironic that he will now be able to
ring up the Ethnic Affairs Unit to make an
appointment - and we will look after him!
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The government will ensure that certain key
government departments look after the needs of
their ethnic clients by providing funds from within
their own grants programs - another initiative of
the coalition government. We have recognised that
some communities are not able to meet some of the
criteria required for specific grants made by certain
departments. As a result, during the coming year the
government will provide $200 000 to fill in the gaps
that occur when certain ethnic communities do not
qualify for specific community services, health or
education grant programs. In each of our electorates
we know of many ethnic communities that need, for
example, $500 here and there to assist their
communities to hold meetings or run sport and
recreation programs. The government has allocated
some $200 000 precisely for small grants programs.
It is never enough; we know that $2 million or even
$20 million would not be enough. Nevertheless, the
small grants program is a start, and that money will
be allocated objectively. It will not be given to Labor
Party mates down the road.
Mr Micallef - Is it a Budget allocation?
Mr HONEYWOOD - Yes. If the honourable
member for Springvale had bothered to read the
Budget Papers - unfortunately documents of more
than 100 pages are too much for him - he would
know that under the ethnic affairs program of the
Department of the Premier and Cabinet some
$200 000 has been allocated for the purpose.
That money will be distributed to ethnic
communities. Members of the Liberal and National
parties make objective decisions. Apart from
anything else, they do not have to worry about
preselection problems in Yan Yean or Keilor, or
problems with local left-leaning organisations. They
do not have to worry about the Italian Communist
Party branch in Keilor or the Greek PASOK branch
in St Albans. Instead of giving those left-leaning
organisations big dollops of money and leaving the
rest on starvation rations, the government will
ensure that all organisations, including the two I
have referred to, are able to apply for grants - and
their applications will be considered objectively,
based on certain criteria. That can be contrasted with
the former government's practice of rewarding only
mates of the Labor Party. That $200 000 will be given
objectively to those in most need.
Mr Seitz - The Filipinos?
Mr HONEYWOOD - The Filipinos too. I have
been to many of their functions. That brings me to
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another point. Increasingly, but unfortunately, Labor
Party members are attending fewer ethnic functions.
Obviously they are getting a bit out of touch with
some of the realities of ethnic affairs.
Through the government's three coordinating
mechanisms -namely, the Ethnic Affairs
Commission, the Interdepartmental Committee on
Ethnic Service Delivery and the relevant Ministerial
committee - the government is making sure that
government agencies and departments that have the
most to do with ethnic service delivery are getting
on with the job in an objective way.
Whether it be through Victoria's initiative on a
national basis to have professional registration for
interpreters for the first time, which I know some
members opposite believe to be an important policy
goal but have not been able to get it passed by the
Federal Labor government; whether it be through
the introduction of interpreter cards; whether it be
through the provision of $2.5 million plus in grants
given objectively rather than subjectively to ethnic
communities; or whether it be through employing
the best people in Australia to ensure that the Ethnic
Affairs Commission and Ethnic Affairs Unit are run
properly and are listened to by the government, the
government is getting on with the job in ethnic
affairs.
Whether it be through addressing key concerns of
our aged communities through the ethno-specific
Meals on Wheels programs that many councils are
now encouraging, through ethno-specific nursing
homes and through home and community care
programs sensitive to the needs of the ethnic
communities or whether it be at the other end of the
scale, through the delivery of ethno-specific youth
services - I know the honourable member for
Ivanhoe, the Minister for Youth Affairs, is keen for
that to be done properly - the government is
addressing all of those needs.
It is also interesting to note that in our community

employment initiative, released by the Minister for
Industry and Employment this week at Dandenong,
three categories are recognised by the Minister and
his department as being worthy of financial support
to address needs.
Mr Seitz interjected.
Mr HONEYWOOD - We will get to that in a
moment.
Mr Seitz interjected.
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Mr HONEYWOOD - You are making a
wonderful contribution, prompting me in this way.
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not given that recognition by the Federal
government, and it is the Federal government that is
responsible for qualifications recognition.

Mr Reynolds interjected.
Mr HONEYWOOD -Obviously the honourable
member for Keilor is not regarded as a rising star in
the ethnic affairs policy area. The Minister for
Industry and Employment has recognised that
Victorians of non-English speaking background
have problems in the work force, and all members
would be able to see the need to address that matter.
The three categories that the Minister and his
department have recognised in their $9 million
employment initiative are based on the following
groupings: those between the age of 16 and 24 years;
those over 40 years; and a third category, specifically
migrants.
As members would know, a maximum of $300 000
in grants will be provided to community
organisations which qualify under the criteria of that
program to ensure that genuine employment
initiatives are carried out. That is yet another
example of another government department
addressing the needs of our ethnic communities.

I remind the honourable members for Keilor and
Springvale that it is the Federal government's
responsibility to look after tertiary education, and
that is the area into which qualifications recognition
falls. If honourable members care to talk to any
unemployed Indian or Sri Lankan doctor or to a
former Yugoslav engineer - any such qualified
person who is brought here under false pretences they will find that it is the Federal government at
each step of the way that is not recognising
qualifica tions.
Mr Seitz - We are a sovereign State. We can
make our own decisions.
Mr HONEYWOOD - I am interested to hear
from the honourable member for Keilor that Victoria
is a sovereign State. I know that he recently went to
Canada to examine how the Australian States could
be dismantled as part of the republican push so that
we would not have sovereign States any more.
Mr Micallef - Hear, hear!

A further vexed issue is overseas qualifications. I am
sure that the honourable member for Keilor will join
me in condemning the Federal Labor government,
which is responsible for this area, for doing nothing
about this issue.
Mr Micallef - You have sacked people in your
unit.
Mr HONEYWOOD - Recognition of overseas
qualifications is not a State responsibility. I know
that the honourable member for Springvale has been
here a long time, but I suggest that he examine
government administration at a State and Federal
level, particularly in the areas of health and
engineering, the most vexed areas of profeSSional
qualification needs. He will find that recognition of
qualifications is a Federal government
responsibility, as is appropriate.
The State government has its own Victorian
Overseas Skills and Qualifications Board, which still
meets regularly. I attend its meetings from time to
time. Members of that board can talk until they are
blue in the face, but the Federal Minister for Health
does nothing in this area. It is up to the Federal
Minister for Health to ensure that doctors who are
encouraged by our overseas embassies to come here
have appropriate qualifications reCOgnised. They are

Mr HONEYWOOD - The honourable member
for Springvale wants to put himself out of a job. We
would all be lumped in with the Federal
government and would all follow the Prime
Minister's bandwagon wherever he cares to take
us - and we are worried about where that is; will
there be a new flag, a republic and no State
governments?
Mr Haermeyer - What has that to do with the
debate?
Mr HONEYWOOD - I am addressing the
concerns of the honourable member for Keilor. We
will go down that jolly yellow brick road together to
the land of Oz.
Recognition of qualifications is a Federal
government responsibility. I invite the honourable
member for Springvale to jOin me at the next
meeting of the Victorian Overseas Skills and
Qualifications Board and to listen to discussion
around the table. He will see that at every step of the
way the hurdles are put in place by his Federal
colleagues in Canberra, who, for example, do not
allow doctors to be looked after properly here.
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Time and again under the previous government a lot
of noise was made in this area and the Labor Party
jumped up and down, but the Federal government
stymied the process along the way. This is an
important area, as I am sure the honourable member
for Keilor would agree. We are all sympathetic to the
needs of these people.
Mr DolUs interjected.
Mr HONEYWOOD - The honourable member
for Richmond has only just arrived in the Chamber
and has already interjected. For his enlightenment I
point out that we have just started discussing
overseas skills and qualifications.
All this comes under the umbrella of the
Commonwealth-State Intergovernmental Settlement
Committee, which also meets regularly under the
chairmanship of DILGEA, the Federal Department
of Immigration, Local Government and Ethnic
Affairs. The committee meets regularly to ensure
that at a Federal, State and local government level
coordination occurs in each State in ethnic service
delivery, particularly to migrants.
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Before meeting with Senator Bolkus, I read in that
morning's edition of the Age that he had already
announced that the migrant intake for the coming
year would be 80 000 odd, and that the refugee
component in the special refugee category would be
2000. The Federal Minister had decided, unilaterally,
what the migrant intake for the year would be
before I had met with him! It was then a sham to sit
down with him over a cup of coffee and talk about
consultation. That is typical of the rhetoric of the
Labor Party: it talks up ethnic affairs but does not
deliver.
It is not surprising that after ensuring that a large
number of refugees will settle in States such as
Victoria and New South Wales, Senator Bolkus says
that the State government has to provide more
money for those refugees. That is a hypocritical
attitude to the issue of immigration because Victoria
has had no say in who will come to this State. A
sovereign State must have some say in the process;
we should not have had to read about it in the Age
on the morning on which consultation was to take
place.
If proper consultation took place perhaps the State

In that context the government is meeting its
agreement by providing the three mechanisms I
have listed: the Ethnic Affairs Commission, the
Interdepartmental Committee on Ethnic Service
Delivery and the relevant Ministerial committee that
also channels information to the Federal government
through the shared settlement committee in Victoria
to ensure that coordination occurs across the board.
For example, that coordination ensures that $176 000
a year is given to victims of torture and trauma. That
is an important implication of our humanitarian
principles because the Federal government is again
the government that decides which migrants come
to Australia.
It is interesting that the Federal Minister for
Immigration and Ethnic Affairs, Senator Bolkus,
claims that he was discussing with each of the States
Australia's migrant intake for the coming year.
Earlier this year I was given an audience with
Senator Bolkus as part of the consultation
mechanism concerning Victoria's position on
recommendations to the Federal government on the
number of migrants that should be admitted. I was
particularly concerned to ensure that Australia met
its international responsibilities on refugees and
recognised its humanitarian goals by taking a large
number of refugees. As opposition members would
know, I feel strongly about that issue.

government would be more willing to address some
of the arm-twisting tactics that we all know Senator
Bolkus is fond of when he is trying to ensure that the
States meet responsibilities that are legitimately
Federal government responsibilities, particularly in
relation to the settlement of migrants. Lack of
consultation in that area has led to many problems.
I turn now to the issues of languages other than
English and English as a second language. The
Federal government has by stealth arbitrarily
changed the criteria for funding of English as a
second language (ESL) training. A person who is
physically ill or mentally disabled or virtually
unemployable because of lack of qualifications or for
some other reason will qualify for Federally funded
ESL programs. However, a person with
qualifications - earlier the honourable member for
Keilor said we need to recognise people's
qualifications - such as a doctor or an engineer who
has trouble communicating does not qualify for
Federal ESL funding. Those people go onto the
waiting list, which gets longer and longer. I have
been approached by people who have been waiting
for more than 18 months for access to appropriate
ESL training.
The Federal government now says that people who
wish to migrate to Australia in future will be
charged thousands of dollars to get training in
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English as a second language - the Federal Labor
government seems more and more to be following
the user-pays route. A problem arises because large
numbers of migrants have already been enticed to
Australia by its diplomatic representatives abroad
who have been told to get the best possible migrants
for the country. Although that in itself is a laudable
goal, migrants are brought here under false
pretences: they are told they will get ESL training,
without which they cannot practice their
professions. What is the use of bringing a doctor
from overseas if he or she cannot communicate with
patients?
The head of the La Trobe University ESL program, a
prominent lecturer, was almost in tears when she
told me she has some wonderful students with
enormous potential to practice the skills for which
they have qualified at overseas universities but who
are not being allowed to do so. They have not been
given ESL training; the criteria has been shuffled
about and training is available only to people with
disabilities or some other problem.
At a conference of Ministers held some months ago
in Brisbane, I moved a motion designed to require
the Federal government to ensure there was a report
back on whether the changed criteria were meeting
the needs of migrants enticed to come to Australia.
The motion was unanimously supported by the
representatives of every other State government,
including Labor governments, who were all
concerned about providing access to training and
equity for people enticed to come and live in our
great country.
I turn now to the issue of languages other than
English (LOTE). I have explained how the current
government, unlike the former government, through
the Department of Education, has allocated $500 000
for the ethnic schools program. The government is
concerned about ensuring that all Victorians, not just
those from ethnic backgrounds, get access to second
language training at primary and secondary school.
The Minister for Education has appointed a
Ministerial advisory council to advise him on LOTE.
Apart from me as chairman, the council is
comprised of a representative from the ethnic
schools program, Mc Tassos Douavides - An honourable member interjected.
Mr HONEYWOOD - I heard the word
"disaster"! It should be directed at honourable
members opposite; only the word "disaster" could
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describe what happened at question time yesterday
for starters!
Also on the council are Jane Norton, a well-known
academic in the Chinese language and languages
other than English, representing the tertiary
education sector; the principal of the largest ethnic
school, Omiros College; Ms Dinah Guest from the
Department of Education, who is the manager of the
LOTE program; the former chairman of the former
Ethnic Affairs Commission, Dr Franco Schiavoni,
who was appointed to that pOSition by the former
government, is the executive director; Ms Lucy
Spano, who is of Italian origin and is the
headmistress of a Catholic school with a good
reputation for second language teaching; Mc Daryl
Mullens, the principal of Bayswater Primary School,
who has a good German language program
operating in his school; and Mr Tony Hill, the
principal of Melbourne Grammar, who is well
recognised throughout Victoria for his commitment
to LOTE.
The council meets every three weeks and advises the
Minister for Education on the needs of both the
ethnic and Anglo-Celtic communities for access to
second-language teaching.
Also on the council is the Chairman of the Victorian
School of Languages, Ms Bruna Pasqua, who has
been able to ensure that the school of languages is
supported and that the services it provides to a large
number of students are represented on the council as
well. So, again for the first time, we have a
government that on a coordinated basis is ensuring
that every child in Victoria will have access to
language education, whether that be through the
ethnic school program, the Victorian School of
Language, the Victorian Distance Education Centre,
or through their own mainstream schools.
Of course, unlike the Queensland government,
which specialises only in the Japanese language and I as a Japanese speaker can see merit in
enhancing Japanese language programs - although
Victoria will promote Asian languages, it will not be
at the expense of European languages. Therefore,
unlike the direction in which the Labor Party
members wish to take language programs, the
Minister for Education wants available in schools a
place for both European and Asian languages in our
State that will recognise both our cultural experience
with European immigration, particularly in the
Greek and Italian communities, and Australia's
increasing participation in the Asian region. The
Victorian language programs will recognise the
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needs of the various communities in the State as well
as the Asian region. This government plans with
objectivity its ethnic concerns. It is not so greatly
concerned with looking after its mates or with
pandering to the concerns of specific communities.
This government is looking after our established
communities, particularly our established ethnic
communities, as well as the newer communities that
are being established all the time in the State. As I
have said, the heads of these language centres and
bodies that have been set up will be attending to all
these needs.
I am proud, as the Parliamentary secretary assisting
the Minister for Ethnic Affairs, in moving this
motion, to direct to the attention of the House the
fact that the coalition government has been getting
on with the job, despite the inflammatory remarks of
members of the opposition who wish to camouflage
what is going on. This government wants to address
the needs of the people, and it is doing so. I
commend the motion to the House.
Mr ANDRIANOPOULOS (Mill Park) - The
House has just heard one and a half hours of
hyperbole from the honourable member for
Warrandyte. His speech today actually surpasses all
his previous efforts in this Chamber. If I were either
the honourable member for Bentleigh or the
honourable member for Sandringham at present, I
would be smirking, because I would know that I had
a real chance now of gaining the pOSition of
Parliamentary secretary to the Minister for Ethnic
Affairs. The honourable member for Warrandyte has
proved once again this morning with his
contribution that after 12 months as a Parliamentary
secretary dealing with ethnic affairs he has learned
very little of ethnic affairs in this State.
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It is worth examining the function of ethnic affairs in

this State, as the Parliamentary secretary has said we
should, because any such examination would
condemn this government and its performance over
the past 12 months. Last May the government
brought in legislation to abolish then Ethnic Affairs
Commission; the legislation sacked the then
commissioners. What an indictment that was of the
government, of the Premier and of the Minister,
because in the eight months during which the House
was waiting for the legislation to come forward for
debate in Parliament, the government and the
Premier and Minister for Ethnic Affairs chose not to
speak to the Ethnic Affairs Commission.
Mr HONEYWOOD (Warrandyte) -On a point
of order, Mr Speaker, the honourable member
would know that I attended meetings of the Ethnic
Affairs Commission that was government-appointed
and, therefore, what he says was a complete untruth.
The SPEAKER - Order! There is no point of
order.
Mr ANDRIANOPOULOS (Mill Park) - The
Parliamentary secretary on ethnic affairs should also
take out the cotton wool from his ears, because I was
referring to the Minister, which an examination of
Hansard will show to be the case. Nevertheless, it is
an indictment on the government that the Minister
chose to disregard the commission completely and,
indeed, chose to sack all the commissioners when
the legislation went through last May. Perhaps even
more important than that is what the government
did with that particular piece of legislation, because
it made the body totally ineffective. It stripped away
its powers and turned it into a mere advisory body.

Honourable members interjecting.
If my recollection is correct, the motion that is before

the House today was placed on the Notice Paper last
November following the election of the new
government. One would like to think that as the
motion was placed on the Notice Paper back then
the senior interdepartmental committee on ethnic
affairs would in fact have been implemented and
become operational in that month also. What a pity
it is that the Parliamentary secretary in the ethnic
affairs portfolio has come into the House today to
debate the motion and has spoken for an hour and a
half but has spent no more than 2 or 3 minutes of
that contribution telling the House of the committee
or explaining its functions and its composition, or
any of the other matters relevant to the committee to
which I shall refer later.

Mr ANDRIANOPOULOS - The recent
appointment of commissioners has certainly excited
the Parliamentary secretary today in a way that also
makes some of his past contributions very
hypocritical. I recall on numerous occasions his
coming into the Chamber and talking on what
members of the commission were doing and the
affiliation of some of those commissioners with
members of the Labor Party. Now, it seems, that he
was a bit like the pot calling the kettle black. The
honourable member for Yan Yean commented
correctly on that aspect. Certainly, I believe the
individuals who have been appointed to the recently
established ethnic affairs body have some merit.
They have a broad representation across a range of
ethnic communities. Certainly, I wish them well in
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their endeavours to address ethnic affairs matters in
this State and to provide the Premier and Minister
for Ethnic Affairs with advice. However, it needs to
be placed on record that the Parliamentary secretary
is being very hypocritical in the attacks he launched
this morning on the honourable member for Van
Yean.
An examination of the record of the government
over the past 12 months shows that there have been
drastic changes in this portfolio, as there have been
drastic changes in many other portfolios. Of greatest
concern in the ethnic affairs portfolio is, of course,
the downgrading of the department to a unit that is
contained now within the Department of the
Premier and Cabinet. The force of the former Ethnic
Affairs Commission has been reduced virtually
down to four or five people, who have been
provided with very little in resources for their
operations. In the latest Budget documents there has
been an 18 per cent reduction in the total funding of
that program. The allocation is approximately $1.39
million less than in previous years.
Recently I asked for a briefing from the Premier
about the budget for the ethnic affairs portfolio. I
became concerned when the Assistant Secretary of
the Department of Premier and Cabinet did not have
much idea about what the department's program
would achieve in the next 12 months or, indeed,
what changes would be made.
I asked about the operations of the Ethnic Affairs
Commission and the continuation of the language
and ethnic grants programs. The Parliamentary
secretary - the honourable member for
Warrandyte - has made much noise this morning
about grants. In his repetitious manner he referred
to the alloca tions made by the former government.
He took his normal swipe at the trade union
movement and numerous other organisa tions although I admit he spared us his normal prepared
list!
Wherever I go and whatever ethnic community I
visit, one of the major concerns raised with me is the
failure of this government to continue the ethnic
grants program. The former government allocated
$1.5 million to approximately 800 Victorian
organisations. That assistance was much appreciated
and much needed by those organisations - yet, this
government has slashed funding to only $200 000, as
mentioned by the Parliamentary secretary. The
program is necessary for Victoria's ethnic
community and should be fully restored.
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A similar program has been fully supported by the
Liberal government in New South Wales. I agree
with the statistics produced earlier by the
honourable member for Warrandyte about the
number of Victorians who were born overseas. The
figure for Victoria is almost 25 per cent, whereas the
number of New South Wales residents born
overseas is about 24 per cent.
The slashing of funds for ethnic programs to
$200 000 is completely contradictory to what has
happened in New South Wales, where funding for
comparable programs is nearly $4 million - three
times the size of the grants made by the former
Labor government of New South Wales.
The responsible New South Wales Minister
recognised the need for such a targeted program.
From the rhetoric of the Parliamentary Secretary to
the Minister for Ethnic Affairs, I am sure he believes
the program has merit and should be continued. It is
a pity the government has not seen fit to continue to
support the ethnic communities with a reasonable
allocation to ethnic programs.
An examination of the government's record in other
areas of concern to ethnic communities leads to the
conclusion that the Parliamentary secretary will go
down in history as the person who completely
destroyed the Victorian interpreting and translation
service - he took charge and sacked every member
of that service. Victoria now has no State-operated
interpreting and translation service.
Mr Micallef - Shame!
Mr ANDRIANOPOULOS - It is a shame. That
action puts government translation and interpreting
services onto the open market. Although the
Parliamentary secretary would argue that Budget
allocations have been made for translation services
in other portfolios, I will bet my bottom dollar that
the other departments will not use that money for
translating and interpreting services. All
departments are being squeezed and it will be very
easy for them to say, ''Forget about the translator.
We will make do".
The honourable member for Warrandyte spoke
about the quality of service being provided by
adequate, competent and qualified interpreters. His
action in sacking Victorian interpreters is a certain
way of ensuring that what happens in this State is
the complete opposite of the picture he painted. As
the honourable member for Keilor has said,
interpreting services will revert to what happened in
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the old days - a cleaner in a hospital or other staff
will be used to interpret or translate.
The Parliamentary secretary claimed that the
government provides support to ethnic schools for
the teaching of languages other than English. I give
him some credit for continuing the program, which
commenced many years ago when it was funded by
the Federal government. When the Federal
government chose to hand over the funding of the
program to the State, the then Labor government
increased allocations to ethnic schools on the basis of
the number of students attending them.
I was heartened to hear that the government will
continue that program, but that program was not
promoted by the Parliamentary secretary because it
has been operating for a long time and has been
much appreciated by ethnic communities. In view of
the endorsement the honourable member for
Warrandyte has given to the program today and on
numerous occasions outside this place, I hope he
sees fit to respond to the Ethnic Schools Association
of Victoria by having the per capita grant
increased - -
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view of the lack of detailed information provided
today by the Parliamentary secretary I must rely on
the government's policy document to understand
the structure of the interdepartmental committee. If
my recollection is correct, the honourable member
referred to health, education, community services
and police and emergency services as being the key
agencies that would be represented on this
committee, but that leaves many questions
unanswered. Some of the programs that he was
vaunting and praising related to sport and
recreation. Why is that department not represented
on the committee?
The honourable member also talked about overseas
qualifications yet the Department of Business and
Employment is not represented on this committee.
Why not? Employment is a key issue for all sectors
of the community, including the ethnic community.
The House is well aware of the 13 per cent
unemployment figure but how many honourable
members would know that the figure is twice as
high in the ethnic community. I should have thought
that if one agency or Minister were to be represented
on this committee it would be the Minister for
Industry and Employment.

Mr Dollis - As we would have.
Mr ANDRIANOPOULOS - Yes, as we would
have. And to improve the cleaning of schools and to
ensure that schools are made available on Saturday
mornings for the education of our ethnic
communities. There is no doubt that ethnic
communities in Victoria feel somewhat aggrieved by
the cuts to the ethnic specific grants program in
Victoria.
I wonder whether in the Parliamentary secretary's
contribution to the debate the truth has finally come
out. In the little time that the honourable member
spent supporting the establishment of a senior
interdepartmental committee he said that the
committee, not the Ethnic Affairs Commission,
would run ethnic affairs in this State. The committee
has a tw<rtier system: one at Ministerial level and
another at Public Service level. The honourable
member for Warrandyte exposed the truth today
because he spent most of the time talking about the
programs that will be run by other government
departments. I wonder whether the concept of the
committee has been considered fully.
I suppose deep down I would support such a
committee because I see merit in all government
departments getting together in an attempt to
deliver programs for ethnic communities. But in

Although he referred to overseas qualifications the
Parliamentary secretary is obviously unaware that
there was an overseas qualifications unit within the
Premier's department; unfortunately, as the
honourable member for Springvale interjected
earlier, many of its members were sacked and the
unit has been disbanded. If the interdepartmental
committee were to work -obviously after 12
months it has not because the Parliamentary
secretary failed to give any evidence whatsoever
that it has worked - it would have a much broader
base and be headed by the Premier, as the
responsible Minister, not the Parliamentary
secretary, and it should have had senior
representation from every department. On the
evidence that is available to me, the committee has
done absolutely nothing.
How many times has it met? The Parliamentary
secretary did not tell us. I bet it has met no more
than two or three times during the past 12 months.
What powers does it have? The bureaucrats are on
the second tier of the committee. Do they have the
power to go back and dictate to departmental heads
what its decisions or outcomes are? It appears to me
that the committee has been established only
because it was in the liberal Party's policy
document. It was put together hastily and was not
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given any charter or direction, and obviously that is
continuing.
I thought the honourable member would have
referred to the accountability of the committee. To
whom is it accountable? Does it report to the Ethnic
Affairs Commission for judgment? After all,
according to the government's rhetoric, the
commission is the chief adviser to the Premier on
ethnic affairs in this State. The House has heard
nothing about the committee having some
relationship with the commission. Has the
committee any relationship with the community?
Will we ever get to talk to the committee? Will the
committee consult with ethnic communities in this
State?
It is absolutely ludicrous that such fundamental and
basic questions have not been answered in this
debate by the Parliamentary secretary. I would have
been prepared to come into the Chamber and be a
little more rational and supportive of this initiative,
but the failure of the government to address any of
those questions about the committee or to address
any of the myriad problems that ethnic communities
are experiencing leads me to the conclusion that the
committee unfortunately will become known as the
cul-de-sac where ideas were put so that they would
be lost. It will be known as a committee for inaction.
It will be simply a talkfest for the Parliamentary
secretary and a few of the more junior Ministers or
Parliamentarians in this government and nothing
more. The government stands condemned today
because although it had an opportunity to do
something worthwhile for ethnic communities, it
has not taken that opportunity.

Mr5 PEUUCH (Bentleigh) - I jOin my colleague,
the honourable member for Warrandyte, in
commending the State government for establishing a
senior interdepartmental committee to effectively
coordinate the delivery of government services to
ethnic communities throughout Victoria.
It is unproductive to enter into claims and
counterclaims of the details and machinery of our
ethnic affairs policy. The shadow Minister for Ethnic
Affairs said that he had been given inadequate
briefings on the ethnic affairs budget, but I know for
a fact that although he carries only one portfolio he
failed to attend two of the appointments that were
made for him.

Mr Honeywood interjected.
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MI5 PEUUCH - As 1 said, 1 do not believe it is
productive to enter into those claims and
counterclaims because the important issues will
become less focused than they should be;
nonetheless the claim that the New South Wales
government had been exemplary in its decision to
increase the grants program for ethnic affairs to
$4.5 million is incorrect. The Ethnic Communities
Council of New South Wales issued a press release
which criticised the government for not increasing
its grants program; it was merely consolidating the
grants that had been made available through other
departments.
It is not conducive to debate, or to the issues that
matter, to get into such trivial detail. What is
important is the broad thrust of change and the
improvements that are long overdue in the ethnic
affairs policy.

1 am sure no member of the House would disagree
with the view that the broad policy settings are the
most important in considering the impact on the
quality of life enjoyed by all Victorians, including
the 25 per cent from overseas countries and
probably 15 per cent from non-English speaking
backgrounds. What matters is the quality of their
daily lives and their children's lives.
The broad setting of ethnic affairs policy has needed
to change because the policies of the previous
government - Mr Micallef interjected.
MI5 PEUUCH - I am elaborating for the
information of the honourable member for
Springvale. He may not like to hear it, but 1 will go
through it blow by blow to bring home to him the
failings of the former Labor government to meet the
legitimate needs of ethnic communities, especially
those not represented on the various peak ethnic
bodies. The opposition frequently forgets that a vast
number of people from non-English speaking
backgrounds, including my family - 1 do not have a
large family in Australia even though we
immigrated almost 26 years ago - and my friends
and acquaintances who are also migrants, have
never been involved in any peak ethnic
organisations and refute the fact that their interests
and views are represented by those bodies.
The policies and programs of the government
should not subscribe to and be determined by the
noise of the squeakiest wheels. To suggest that the
success of any government policy affecting the
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quality of lives of migrants is judged on the number
of personnel employed by a particular department,
the number of ethnic affairs organisations or the
grants that are given - the shadow Minister claims
that the former government committed $1.5 million
yet the Parliamentary secretary claims that well over
$2.5 million has been committed - is legitimising
trendy and misguided propaganda.
Most migrants come here because they are prepared
to work hard, make sacrifices and seize
opportunities to create a new and better life, usually
one that has not been offered to them in their
countries of origin. The stability and opportunities
offered in Australia are a great attraction to many
who are not fortunate enough to live in those
circumstances elsewhere. When my family migrated
in 1967 there was plenty of work in Australia. My
mother started work in two jobs two days after she
arrived in Australia. My father also had full-time
work within a matter of days and my brother and I
were able to pick up part-time work here and there
to supplement the family income out of a sense of
duty to the family. That contrasts starkly with the
experience of migrants in the current economic
climate, which is largely a product of the previous
government's policies at the State level and
currently at the Federal government level.
Migrants show a lot of courage and determination
when they come to Australia. The stark reality for
recent arrivals is that the unemployment level in
some ethnic groups is about 97 per cent. That
absolutely disgraceful rate is a product of the former
government's policies and makes a mockery of all
the opposition's chest beating and rhetoric about
social justice and equity. Where is the social justice
and equity in being unemployed, in not being able
to afford a home and in being bereft of the
necessities, dignity and self-respect migrants
deserve for having the courage to come to Australia?
Mr Seitz interjected.
Mrs PEULICH - I will use any opportunity and
any forum to represent the interests of migrants who
have not been heard for well over a decade. The
greatest social justice the government can provide
for migrants is the opportunity to work and to
restore some dignity to their lives. The availability of
jobs will be the most paramount issue for the next
decade, not only for migrants but also the broader
community. Each one 01 us will have to face many
challenges and we will have to recognise the need
for Australia to be internationally competitive. The
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opposition criticises the government's policies
because it has none of its own.
It is widely recognised in the community that unless
Australia starts paying its way it cannot have the
desired standards of health, education and
community services. That cannot be done unless
Australia has an internationally competitive base to
support those services. Although the government
has introduced reforms to try to balance the Budget
and to pay its way out of the enormous debt that
was accumulated in the last decade of irresponsible
government, the community should not have to
suffer.

The vast number of people from non-English
speaking backgrounds value education; they see it
as a way of achieving upward mobility. However,
the fashionable learning and teaching strategies of
the former Labor government worked against
migrants. The emphasis was on process at the
expense of content. That must be redressed, and the
government is well on the way to ensuring that
students are better equipped to actively participate
in community life and work. The decentralisation of
education and the consolidation of education
services has been criticised by the opposition, even
though it pursued similar policies. Support for
ethnic schools is an illustration of the government's
commitment to education as is our commitment to
LOTE.
As one of the nine female members of the
government, I take great interest in the policies that
affect families and women. The diversity of cultures
is best nurtured in the family unit. The family unit is
almost an icon to people of non-English speaking
backgrounds because it is the heart of any cultural
identity. In order to fortify the family and open up
choices, a host of reforms must be implemented
across all portfolios. Child care must be affordable
and accessible and flexible working hours and
practices must be prOVided. Access to part-time
work and job sharing must be available.
The community, particularly women and children,
must be protected against violence, and the
government's record is already established in that
area. The education system must also meet
everyone's needs. Victoria needs to move away from
the Labor Party notion that migrants should be
wooed and courted; they should be considered an
important thread in the fabric of our community.
The government has a duty to put in place a system
that protects and serves all members of the
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community, without fear or favour, and it will do
that. It must provide effective and efficient services.
Not all cultures have the capacity to consume those
services. I mentioned earlier that very few of the
people I know would think of turning to a
government or non-government agency for
assistance. Often when they do they do not receive
assistance. I recall an incident that a woman of
non-English speaking background related to me. She
had come to Australia as a refugee and she wanted
an answer to particular questions. Prior to the last
State election she made 12 telephone calls to
approximately 40 different organisations, but
received no answers and a lot of buck-passing.
The House has heard a lot about the politically
correct notions of fairness and equity that were put
into effect by the Australian Labor Party, but which
were failures. Article after article reminds us of the
level of unemployment orchestrated by the broad
policy settings of State and Federal Labor
governments. An article in the Age of 19 March 1993
has a heading "Tough going for many migrants".
The article states:
The migrant's lot has never been easy. In other times,
however, there was always the consolation that while
adjustment may have been difficult, jobs at least were
plentiful.

Migrants have levels of unemployment of
approximately 15.5 per cent. People of Anglo-Saxon
backgrounds and non-English speaking
backgrounds have rates of unemployment that are
far higher than the national average. Some ethnic
communities, especially those who have recently
arrived in Australia, have levels of unemployment
reaching 97 per cent. An article in the Herald Sun
newspaper on the cost of immigration states:
Some immigrant communities had particularly high
unemployment levels: 60 per cent for Vietnamese, 86.3
per cent for Lebanese, and 87.9 per cent for Turkish
migrants.

I squirm when I hear the chest-beating of the
shadow Minister for Ethnic Affairs when he talks of
the former government's achievements in ethnic
affairs. The real benchmark of the success of the
former government's policies is the unemployment
statistics! Earlier I gave the example of a woman
who contacted 40 government and non-government
agencies to obtain a response to her queries. The
honourable member for Warrandyte gave examples
of how grants were allocated and favours were
bought among the chums and the mates of the Labor
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Party. Under the former government the squeakiest
wheel got the most grease!
Recently I attended a conference of the Bureau of
Immigration Research where the ethnic affairs
policies of the Australian Labor Party got a caning.
The allegation was made constantly that the ethnic
agenda of the former government was driven not
just by the Labor Party networks but by ethnic
professionals and the unions. We all know that
unions represent approximately 38 per cent of the
labour force, so how can they claim to represent the
broader community? When I travel and speak to
ethnic communities I often cite the maiden speech of
the honourable member for Mill Park, who said:
One area of unemployment to which I am committed to
finding a solution is where unemployment has been
created as a result of capitalism.

Many migrants from Eastern Bloc countries are
horrified when they hear that sort of claptrap.
Employment cannot be created by government
money, especially as the government does not have
any money. The government manages money and
wealth produced by ordinary Victorians.
The government's ethnic affairs policy is to promote
full participation in the social, economic and cultural
life of our communities. The government's
objectives are to promote access to services,
encourage retention of social identity, promote
cooperation and unity, and promote a better
understanding of ethnic groups within the
community.
Mr Andrianopoulos - How do you do that?
Mrs PEULICH - I am getting to that.

Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER - Order! The level of interjection
is far too high. The honourable member should be
heard in silence.
Mrs PEULICH - Migrants want access to
mainstream opportunities: to work, to own a house,
to educate their children and access opportunities
provided by government departments as well as
communities. The government has a three-pronged
policy. Apart from the broad policy settings, the
ethnic affairs policy incorporates policy
development and implementation of the policy as
well as reform, monitoring and review of the
effectiveness of the policy and programs. Apart from
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the focus of the coalition government on bringing
the Budget deficit under control by reducing
government input costs to business, increasing
flexibility of the labour market and so forth, some of
which have already borne fruit, the government is
intr~ucing a community-based employment
sel'Vlce to meet local needs. The Victorian
government is fair dinkum in its commitment to
create long-term employment opportunities for the
community and will assist community organisations
to design a range of employment and training
programs at the local level.
The employment initiatives for migrants is one
example of what the Interdepartmental Ethnic
Services Committee can achieve with existing
resources. Many non-English speaking migrants
who are unemployed are being assisted by new
government initiatives supporting community
organisations to deliver employment services. The
government is concerned about the growth in
unemployment for migrants with poor English
l~guage skills who cannot compete equally for jobs,
Wlth the result that their considerable skills remain
unused. The rate of unemployment of non-English
s~eaking migrants is 17 per cent to 50 per cent
higher than that for Australian-born workers.
The government wants to ensure that services to
assist migrants in seeking and preparing for
employment address their needs and provide value
for money. It is a concrete example of what can be
done within existing resources without throwing
money that we do not have at programs that
normally amount to little except hardship to those
who have been targeted.
The establishment of the Interdepartmental Ethnic
:;e.~ic~s Committee is a Significant and promising
lIUtiative. Its terms of reference are that it will report
to and advise the Ministerial Committee on Ethnic
Services. It will:
1. Identify and assist in monitoring policies, services

and programs delivered and/or funded by the
Victorian government.
2. Identify gaps, duplications and overlaps in ethnic
services provision, and make recommendations for
their resolution.
3. Determine information and research requirements to
assist coordination and planning of ethnic service
delivery.
4.

Establish links with the Victorian State
Inter-Governmental Settlement Committee and the
Ethnic Affairs Commission; and

5.
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Develop a five-year action plan, to be reviewed
annually, for the committee.

For the first time in many years the government will
have a comprehensive overview of the services
targeted to meet migrants' needs across all
portfolios. An action plan that addresses those needs
will lead to their fulfilment by providing effective
and efficient services.
The Interdepartmental Ethnic Services Committee a
key ~tiative ~ounced by the coalition during the
election campalgn, has been set up. It is well on the
way to bringing together all of the threads across all
departments. The committee includes
representatives not only from the major departments
but also supplies representatives as and when
required.
The former Ethnic Affairs Commission has been
refocused and reformed. The shadow Minister for
Ethnic Affairs has already commended the
government on the selection of the chairperson and
the commissioners. The former Ethnic Affairs
Commission was denounced by the former
chairman for being ineffective and in need of
refocusing.
Other initiatives include the interpreter card which
was alluded to by the honourable member for
Warrandyte and which will be available by the end
of the year. It will empower those who do not speak
English or have difficulty communicating in English
to exercise the right to ask for interpreters when
dealing with State government departments.
Some of the broad policy issues will meet the
le~timate needs ~f the community, including the
Irugrant commuruty. Migrants do not want to be
seen as a ~ested interest group; they want to be part
of the ma1IlStream. Research shows that it can be
counterproductive to treat migrants as a vested
interest group. It leads to discrimination even in
in~erpersonal relationships as well as when they deal
Wlth government departments. What migrants
want - to use the old Labor rhetoric - is real access
and equity not only to services but also to
opportunities. That can be achieved by having an
overview about what is going on and the direction
in which the government needs to go.
In my role as a member of Parliament and a
representative of the Premier and the Parliamentary
Secretary to the Minister for Ethnic Affairs, I often
speak with migrants at various functions. They say
they want a fair go - something they do not believe
has been the case in the past. As I move around
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ethnic community functions nowhere do I hear any
praise about the achievements of the Australian
Labor Party. That is the reason why we must focus
on an ethnic affairs policy and reform the machinery
of that policy.
The interdepartmental committee, involving
Ministers and departmental officers, will be an
effective means of mOnitoring and reviewing not
only the broad policy settings of the government but
also specific ethnic affairs initiatives as they affect
the daily lives of migrants and their children. I
commend the government for focusing on the real
issues that count rather than the mickey mouse
policies of the former Labor government.
Mr DOLLIS (Richmond) - As the shadow
Minister said, the opposition does not have
problems with the government's attempts to
establish an interdepartmental committee. I hope
that over the next few months the senior members of
the committee make decisions that will assist
severely disadvantaged people.
The honourable member for BenUeigh attempted to
provide some loose analyses of capitalism and its
effect on the system. I turn to the structural
inequalities that affect people from non-English
speaking backgrounds. It is well known that
recessions are associated with greater
unemployment among the immigrant population.
That reflects the occupational patterns of
immigrants, which often leave them more
vulnerable to structural change.
All honourable members will agree that
unemployment rates are high among those who
were born overseas, especially those from
non-English speaking backgrounds. The
unemployment statistics are as follows: Bulgaria, 65
per cent; the former USSR, including Estonia, Latvia,
Lithuania and the Ukraine, 53 per cent; Cambodia,
35 per cent; Lebanon, 33.6 per cent; and Vietnam, 30
per cent.
The May 1993 national participation rate -with the
labour force expressed as a percentage of the civilian
population aged 15 and over in the same groupwas 63.5 per cent. The participation rate for those
born in Australia was 64.8 per cent while the
participation rate for those born overseas was 59.9
per cent. Of that figure, 64.6 per cent were from
English-speaking backgrounds and 56.8 per cent
from non-English speaking backgrounds.
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Those percentages illustrate that unemployment
rates vary substantially within certain categories of
workers from non-English speaking backgrounds.
After his self-congratulatory remarks, I was
expecting to hear some policy initiatives from the
Parliamentary secretary for ethnic affairs that would
give society some hope of meeting the challenges
ahead, especially in the remaining years of the
decade.
The fact of life is that governments are elected to
look after those in greater need - the children and
the elderly. The Parliamentary Secretary to the
Minister for Ethnic Affairs mentioned a number of
government programs. The reality is that people
from non-English speaking backgrounds who have
emigrated to this country are in a very vulnerable
position. The shadow Minister made the point that
the interdepartmental committee does not include
some departments that are crucial to the recovery of
this State. The Department of Business and
Employment is pOSSibly one of the most important
participants in the recovery of the State and its
representative should be on that committee to
provide information on how the horrendous
statistics I mentioned earlier will be tackled. The
Parliamentary secretary for ethnic affairs should
have realised that when debating his motion.
It is not appropriate for vitriol to be thrown across
the political fence. It will not resolve the difficulties.
It is all right to play politics and to use political

language to express political pOSitions in this House,
but it is not appropriate when a motion such as this
is moved. It should be a genuine opportunity for
those on both sides of the House to resolve some of
the difficulties. Wisdom does not reside in any
individual member. A solution to the current
employment problems does not lie with any
particular nation, group of people or political party.
I had hoped the Parliamentary Secretary to the
Minister for Ethnic Affairs would have offered the
shadow Minister for Ethnic Affairs an opportunity
of participating in the resolution of some of the
structural inequalities and to advise on initiatives to
improve the workings of the committee, but that did
not occur. Most of the debate on the motion was
taken up by the Parliamentary secretary making
attacks and counterattacks on what particular
members may have said.
This was our opportunity to debate matters of
importance to people from non-English speaking
backgrounds, who make up 33 per cent of the
community. This issue also affects the rest of the
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community because all people in this country,
except for the Koori people, come from different
ethnic, religious or national backgrounds. This
debate could have been an opportunity to discuss
this important matter but most of the time was taken
up by the Parliamentary secretary, who expressed
anger and frustration and attacked members of the
opposition. He left little time for other honourable
members to express their hopes and wishes for the
betterment of our community.
I suggest that the honourable member for
Warrandyte and the government should take into
consideration some of the comments made by the
shadow Minister for Ethnic Affairs on
unemployment rates and the structural inequalities
of the interdepartmental committee, so that our
society will continue to grow in a harmonious and
peaceful way.
We are fortunate because we have a continuing
immigration system which each year changes the
nature of our SOCiety. No other society, except
Canada, experiences the challenges that ours does.
On average 100 000 new immigrants come to this
country each year. They throw new challenges to the
structures and to the system. If we are to maintain
our society as one that is the envy of the rest of the
world, we must seriously consider the comments
made by the shadow Minister.
It is important that honourable members have an
opportunity to participate in important debates. I
suggest that in future the honourable member for
Warrandyte should not take 50 per cent of the 3
hours provided for debate on the motion.
Mr Honeywood - They are important issues.
Mr DOLLIS - Of course they are important
issues. I could go on for 3 hours, but if we are to
have the opportunity to make serious contributions
to the debate other honourable members must be
allowed to participate. The Minister for Ethnic
Affairs has not participated in the debate but other
honourable members should be given the
opportunity to contribute, and that is not possible if
50 per cent of the time allotted is taken up by one
contributor.
We are confronted by a challenge because of
Australia's current unemployment problems. Our
society has undergone considerable restructuring
that greatly affects workers from non-English
speaking backgrounds. Arguments may be mounted
about the funding required to repair the inequalities
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in our SOCiety, and it will assist if the government
seriously considers the coordination of programs
across the government structure and if those who
are able to effect change are included in the decision
making.
It will also help if the Minister for Ethnic Affairs,
who has expressed considerable interest in this area,
ensures that our society continues to grow in a
harmonious way. He should have the decency to
express his opinion. This issue will not go away.
Communities with unemployment levels of 6S per
cent must have problems that will reflect across
society. I suggest to the Parliamentary secretary that
he take on board the matters raised by the
opposition in a bipartisan way.

Wisdom does not reside in one political structure or
one political party. It involves everyone in our
society. I urge him in the future to consult more
Widely, especially with the shadow Minister for
Ethnic Affairs.
Mr THOMPSON (Sandringham) - I take great
pride in contributing to the debate. I arrived
somewhat late this morning as a result of attending
the funeral of Lady Fry, the wife of a former
President in another place, which was held at the
Cheltenham Pioneer Memorial Presbyterian Church
in my electorate. The name of the church is symbolic
of the migratory waves to this State over many
years. Migrants have been assisted to a lesser or
greater degree to adapt to the Australian
environment, to build lives for themselves and for
future generations. An old Chinese proverb says, 11A
journey of a thousand miles begins with one step".
I commend the Parliamentary Secretary to the
Minister for Ethnic Affairs for his initiative and
vision in this area and his idea of an
interdisciplinary approach to the delivery of ethnic
services. The honourable member for Warrandyte
experienced living in another country some years
ago as a Rotary exchange student in Japan. He had a
primary experience of adapting to a new culture,
learning another language and making his way in a
foreign society.
The government has an ongoing commitment to
ethnic affairs. It has established the Ethnic Affairs
Unit in the Department of the Premier and Cabinet.
The Premier has maintained a strong interest in this
area over many years. I note that he is highly
regarded within the Greek community for his stand
on a number of issues of interest to the Victorian
Greek community. The objectives of the committee
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can be enumerated as identifying ways for the more
efficient delivery of services; directing the
mainstream of migrant services back to government
deparbnents rather than those services being
primarily provided through a specific ethnic affairs
unit; linking up with other agencies and drawing
upon their resources; and developing a five-year
action plan that can be reviewed annually.
The government's policies are overseen by four
groups. The first is the Ethnic Affairs Commission,
and I have a letter written by Victor Borg, the
Chairman of the Ethnic Communities Council of
Victoria, in which he extends best wishes to
Professor Tran Thomas, the newly appointed
chairman of the commission and each of the new
commissioners. The letter states:
It is our hope that, under your stewardship and with all
of us working towards the common purpose of a
cohesive, harmonious and tolerant Victorian
community, we will make gains that will benefit both
our State and the nation.
It is appropriate that, with the appointment of the new
commission, I place on record the commitment of my
council to working with the Ethnic Affairs Commission
of Victoria given our common objectives.

That is an important point because they are the
common objectives that we all confront as a
community.
The second sphere of administration is the Ethnic
Affairs Unit within the Department of the Premier
and Cabinet and the third is the Interdepartmental
Ethnic Services Committee. The fourth area is a
committee of government politicians comprising Jan
Wade in her capacity as the Attorney-General, the
Minister for Fair Trading and the Minister
responsible for Women's Affairs, Stephen Elder
representing education, Ross Smith representing
police and emergency services, Denis Napthine
representing health and Phil Honeywood
representing ethnic affairs.
The present and future membership of the
Interdepartmental Ethnic Services Committee can be
drawn from the diverse areas of government
administration and may include: the Department of
Health and Community Services in the areas of aged
care, health services and community services; the
Department of Justice in the areas of women's
affairs, fair trading and police and emergency
services; the housing and planning branches of the
Department of Planning and Development; the
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Department of Business and Employment; and the
Department of Education. The representatives on
the committee will be public servants who have the
day-to-day experience of liaising with different
sectors of the community.
Over the past 200 years people have travelled to
Australia under various schemes. The assisted
passage scheme under Governor Arthur Phillip in
1788 was followed by waves of migration. There
were the Kanak labourers and the indigenous
labourers from the Pacific Islands, India and Japan
who came to this country last century; there were
the migrants that travelled here in the gold rush
days, and there were my forebears who came to
Australia during the 1860s principally from England
and Ireland.
In more recent times there have been five or six
different categories of migration under which people
have come to this country, including business
migration, employer sponsorship or nomination,
family reunion, refugee status, humanitarian
grounds and the points system under which people
can qualify to come to Australia. The diversity of
classification reflects the diversity of needs of
individuals upon arriving on these shores.
I could speak of the Hong Kong business migrant
who brought some $500 000 or more to invest in
enterprises in metropolitan Melbourne or country
Victoria who had the ability to adapt to his new
country reasonably well given his affluence. He is to
be commended for his financial contribution to the
further development of this State.
I could speak of the Southern European migratory
wave and the people who arrived at Station Pier
over the past 30 or 40 years who very much made
their own way in their new society. The honourable
member for Bentleigh mentioned that her mother
obtained employment two days after arriving in the
country.
It could be said that Henry Bolte had a simple
approach to ethnic affairs as it applied to the wider
community: give a person a job and the opportunity
of owning his own home and you have the basis of a
worthwhile SOCiety.

I could speak of the Eritrean refugee who arrived in
this country in about 1986 with little community
infrastructure; there was only a small Eritrean
community in Victoria at that time - some 200
people or so - and he did not socialise well in that
community. He ended up in the psychiatric unit of
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the Oandenong and District Hospital because he
found it a good place to live, and he remained there
until the hospital worked out that he did not require
the services that that particular unit offered. He was
injured in the workplace but had difficulty in
grappling with the WorkCare system as it existed at
the time. He had considerable difficulty adjusting to
a new life in a foreign land.
I could speak of the Somalian refugee who
undertook tertiary training in Italy before arriving in
this country. He has spent the past two years trying
to bring his family members to Australia. He has
had to deal with a range of government
deparbnents, and has had problems with Telecom
Australia when he had to try to address the problem
of paying a $5000 bill for phone calls to Africa as he
was endeavouring to work out how to justify his
family coming to Australia and dealing with a
country that has no system for keeping records on
births, deaths or marriages.
I could speak of the Soviet mathematician who came
to Australia in the early 19808. He was able to add
great intellectual impetus to the development of
engineering in this nation, but his principal needs
did not need to be met through the delivery of ethnic
services.
I could speak of the Malaysian electrical engineer
who migrated to this country 10 or so years ago and
who is contributing to industry. I could speak of the
Hungarian Jew, Tab Fried, who came to this country
in the 19505 after being orphaned at the age of six
and spending six years in a Hungarian orphanage
after the war. He now employs 120 people and
10 apprentices and conducts a business in
Sandringham that competes effectively with
overseas companies in the supply of tooling
componentry for Aerospace Technologies of
Australia at Fishermans Bend. He has certainly
made a magnificent contribution to Australia, and
my list could go on.
I conclude with one further type of migrant in the
post-war period. Henny Uebmann, the mother of a
friend of mine, was imprisoned in Auschwitz, but
she later established in Australia a new life for
herself, her husband and her son. In recent years she
has been involved in the Holocaust Centre in Selwyn
Street, Elsternwick.
As the honourable member for Richmond
mentioned in his speech, we are fortunate that
Australia is a great country that is the envy of many
other countries in the world. A few years ago a
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French magazine described Australia as the best
country in the world in which to live. The issues that
many people confront upon arriving in Australia
traverse a wide range of areas. For example, some 15
or 20 years ago a migrant who could not read
English and who wished to apply for a driver's
licence would have had enormous difficulties.
Problems were also experienced in court cases, and I
direct the attention of the House to the circumstance
where a witness to an assault was being
cross-examined. The defence barrister asked the
witness whether he saw the accused bite off the
victim's ear and the witness said no. The barrister
then asked what he did see, and the witness said,'1
saw him spit it out". That reflects the nuances of
language in the judicial process and in part
illustrates the need for accurate interpreter services.
To convey the split-second circumstances of a motor
vehicle collision in halting English is not one of the
easiest tasks, but it must be done to ensure a just
outcome at the end of the day.
It is important for sound interpreting services to be
provided by government. The honourable member
for Warrandyte raised the scope of services
presently provided or to be provided by the
government. I could speak of a range of community
groups. The Victorian Elderly Chinese Welfare
Society was established about 10 years ago with the
objective of providing homes for Victoria's elderly
Chinese. Last century about 7000 Chinese people
worked on the goldfields. The number grew to
about 50 000 by the 1870s, but by the early 1900s it
had decreased to about 6000. Those figures show the
transitory pattern of migration to Australia.

About 12 months ago during the election campaign I
was disappointed to learn that an Argentinian
family in my electorate intended to send their son
back to Argentina to try to find gainful employment.
Many people who migrated to Australia in the 19505
and the 1960s now have tertiary trained children
whose career opportunities are limited because of
the decline in economic growth in Victoria over the
past decade. I quote from an Age editorial of several
decades ago:
Statesmanship is concerned with adding to the
country's real wealth by directing energies and means
to productive uses and with making each person's
opportunities for success easier as well as ensuring a
just distribution of profits.

Many of the policies developed and implemented by
the Kennett government have been directed towards
developing a more prosperous society in which all
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members of the community will have the
opportunity of benefiting and where there is full
employment and the opportunity exists for people
to develop personal interests and to participate in
every facet of community life including the
intellectual, social, community, work and sporting
environments.
I am reminded of another wave of migrants, the
many German and Austrian expatriates opposed to
the Nazi regime who came to Australia on board
HMS Dunera. They were interned at Hay for many
years, but they showed what can be done if
communities work together - they conducted their
own university classes in mathematics, philosophy,
astronomy and literature. A number of them,
including Professor Henry Meyer, made Significant
contributions to Australia's intellectual life.
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own children, Alex and Alithea, are of partly
Australian, partly European background and are
interested in preserving their cultural heritage.
I conclude by quoting a former Labor candidate for
the English Parliament and Professor of Agricultural
Economics, Colin Clark, who trained at Oxford
University and was a visiting lecturer to the
University of Melbourne. He made an important
comment, which I quote not to reflect negatively on
any previous policies but to elucidate a number of
important details:
Buying votes out of social service money is ... one of the
lowest forms of political corruption. ''The corrupt
politicians of the 18th century", said Evelyn Waugh,
"did at least use their own money to bribe the electors".
A political order which depends on such buying of
votes will end in uncontrollable inflation.

If all the worthwhile causes to which government

funding could be directed were added together, it
would not be possible to sustain the necessary
expenditure. The government's objective is to
develop a range of services that are sustainable in
the long term and to the benefit of all Victorians.
Earlier this week, the Minister for Industry and
Employment outlined a community-based
employment initiative, one component of which
targeted migrant groups. Two key principles guided
its planning. Firstly, market information was used to
identify the members of the community in greatest
need; and secondly, gaps in existing services were
identified so that the distribution of government
resources would not be duplicated between the
Commonwealth and the State. The Minister's press
release states:
Migrants have not only provided the backbone to many
of this State's manufacturing industries but in the last
decade large numbers of migrants have brought with
them professional and technical skills and international
expertise that can be of significance in improving our
export potential.
Our program will seek to ensure that migrants gain the

additional training and/or local work experience
necessary to enable them to move into the Australian
labour market.

I had hoped to mention the Greek community as one
example of Victoria's many ethnic communities. Its
contribution to society through its newspapers,
community health centres, radio stations and
Saturday morning language classes has been of great
benefit to migrants and the general community. My

The government has limited resources; it cannot
spend more money than it earns, and the policies of
the government are directed towards trying to
implement and improve service delivery. I
commend the endeavours of the honourable
member for Warrandyte in establishing the
Interdepartmental Ethnic Services Committee.
Mr HAERMEYER (Yan Yean) - I appreciate the
honourable member for Sandringham not using all
the time available to him because he has enabled me
to make a few comments. I was not born in this
country and my native tongue is not English, so I am
proud to represent a party that is more than willing
to endorse members of migrant communities whose
native languages may not be English. Such support
is exemplified by the presence in this place of the
honourable members for Keilor, Mill Park and
Richmond, among others.
After moving the motion listed on the Notice Paper,
the honourable member for Warrandyte spent only
10 of the 90 minutes available to him in actually
addressing the issues the motion covers. He spent
the rest of the time on hyperbole, histrionics,
invective and unsubstantiated allegations about the
Federal government, the unions and the previous
government. The honourable member for Bentleigh
added a new entry to the demonology of the Liberal
Party. In addition to the unions, the archbishop, the
Age newspaper and the 7.30 Report, we now have
"ethnic professionals". Anybody who does not agree
with the government's views is automatically
derided and his views disregarded.
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The honourable member for Warrandyte did not
actually say who is on the interdepartmental
committee, and after listening to the honourable
member for Sandringham we discovered that it is
not even a senior committee but a committee of
junior and inconsequential members of the
government. If you really want to stifle ideas,
establish an interdepartmental committee. That is
the way to put the kybosh on creativity. That is
usually the way a government shoves something
into a corner.
It is refreshing that the government is showing some
interest in acknowledging Victoria's ethnic
communities.
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They were about the process of appointing those
people. I am not attacking any individual.
I can understand that any person would be offended
at being called a member of the Liberal Party
because these days it seems to send people in the
streets into fits of rage. I understand that, but I am
not attacking the qualifications of any member of the
Ethnic Affairs Commission, nor am I saying the unit
could not contain members of the Liberal Party;
indeed, it could contain members of the Labor Party.
That is not an unreasonable pOSition, but for that
unit to be composed of members who are
sympathisers of the governing party indicates to me
the government's complete lack of faith and
goodwill in the ethnic affairs area.

Mr Honeywood interjected.
The SPEAKER - Order! The honourable
member for Warrandyte has had his say. I ask him
to remain silent.
Mr HAERMEYER - In the past the government
has adopted a WASPish orientation and it is
refreshing to note that at least it acknowledges the
presence of ethnic communities in Victoria.
However, it requires more than lip service. It
requires a level of resourcing and an element of
good faith and goodwill, and that is certainly not
forthcoming from the government.
The honourable member for Warrandyte spoke
about bipartisanship. It does not really seem to exist
with this government in the area of ethnic affairs. It
seems that to be appointed to any sort of important
position in the Ethnic Affairs Unit of the Department
of the Premier and Cabinet, sympathy towards the
philosophical bent of this government is absolutely
essential. I shall come to that in a moment.
Mr Honeywood interjected.
Mr HAERMEYER - Keep your pants on, I will
come to that in a minute. The honourable member
for Warrandyte accused the trade unions of being a
multilateral movement with one philosophy. The
same could be said about the government's
appointments to the Ethic Affairs Commission.
The honourable member responded to some
information I provided to the Sunday Age that
referred to the qualifications of people who have
been appointed to the Ethnic Affairs Commission. I
make it clear that my comments were not a
reflection on the qualifications of any individual.

The honourable member for Warrandyte criticised
me for raising this issue. He went on to slam the
previous government and referred to the political
affiliations of appointees to the former Ethic Affairs
Commission.
Mr Honeywood interjected.
Mr HAERMEYER - It is all right for the
honourable member for Warrandyte to do it, but he
does not like it when opposition members do it.
Indeed, the honourable member has been unable to
provide evidence in support of anything he said.
Mr Honeywood interjected.
Mr HAERMEYER - You name the people, tell
us who and show us the list. That is what I want to
know. I can show you the Liberal Party membership
list.
The SPEAKER - Order! The honourable
member must address the Chair and refer to other
honourable members in the third person.
Mr HAERMEYER - Thank you, Mr Speaker.
The honourable member for Warrandyte has made a
number of wild and unsubstantiated allegations. I
point out that what I have said can be substantiated.
Here is the list. I do not know whether the
honourable member has ever seen a Liberal Party
membership list, but I am happy to show one to him.
What I have said is not meant to reflect on the
individuals concerned or their qualifications; it is to
reflect on the appointment process adopted by the
government, and that flies in the face of all the
feigned indignation of the honourable member for
Warrandyte.
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Unfortunately, it comes down to the fact that the
present government has been embarrassed at being
caught out stacking the Ethnic Affairs Commission
with its own party sympathisers. I concede that
some of the appointees to the unit would certainly
stand up in their own right on their own
qualifications, but, as I say, it comes down to a
matter of whether you make that the primary
criterion for appointment to the unit.

If the honourable member for Warrandyte is serious
about bipartisanship he might agree to having a few
members of the Liberal Party and a few members of
the Labor Party being represented on the unit. The
Ethnic Affairs Unit is hardly, as it has been made out
to be, representative of a cross-section of the
community .
I point out that essentially the honourable member
for Warrandyte spent one and a half hours talking
about all sorts of things. He talked about the Federal
government and even made derogatory allusions to
members of the Chinese community. He spent one
and a half hours slanging off at just about everybody
and spent very little time actually talking about his
motion, which is:
That this House commends the State government for
establishing a senior interdepartmental committee to
effectively coordinate the delivery of government
services to ethnic communities throughout Victoria.

As the honourable member for Mill Park asked
earlier, how often has it met and what has it done?
The motion was placed on the Notice Paper almost
12 months ago. What has the committee done since
then? The very few comments that the honourable
member for Warrandyte made about the actual
committee have been about its purpose and what it
might do. He said absolutely nothing about what it
has done. It seems to me that the committee has
been set up with the intention of shoving the whole
issue of ethnic affairs into a bureaucratic morass
along with everything else that has ever been
shoved off to an interdepartmental committee.
If the government has any intention regarding this
committee it should get it up and running and make
sure it is genuinely bipartisan instead of coming in
here and congratulating itself and patting itself on
the back when absolutely nothing has been done.
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with ethnic communities knows that they certainly
have been heard and have been involved.
Unfortunately that era has come to an end and they
no longer have the voice they had previously.

If the government is serious about the way it
represents the aspirations and interests of ethnic
communities it should consider the legislation it has
passed in this House fairly recently such as the
WorkCover and employee relations Acts, both of
which really affect the interests, conditions and
quality of life of ethnic communities in this State.
Therefore, it is ludicrous for anyone to come into
this House saying what a wonderful thing we have
with all sorts of committees looking after the
aspirations of ethnic communities when the
government has enacted legislation that literally
kicks the hell out of ethnic communities.
The honourable member for Sandringham referred
to the case of the ethnic worker who was in the
Dandenong sight centre and who had a problem
with WorkCover. I can inform the House that
migrant workers no longer have problems with
WorkCover because the government has gone about
kicking them off the system - they are now in the
social security system. Therefore, the problems they
had in the past have gone. The worker to whom the
honourable member for Sandringham referred will
not have a problem with WorkCover in the future;
he will be one of the 16 000 long-term injured, many
of whom are from ethnic communities. Many of
them were working in high-risk areas where they
were put in danger; they were often working in
unsafe conditions and suffered the consequences.
I refer now to the operational grants. This
government does not acknowledge and respect the
work that is done by people in ethnic organisations
and the local community workers who have been
receiving operational grants as some sort of token
encouragement. Those grants have been taken away.
Every day groups of people come to my electorate
office asking, ''When will the government
reintroduce operational grants?" Those grants have
been taken away along with a series of other grants.
Debate interrupted.
Sitting suspended 1 p.m. until 2.3 p.m.

PHOTOGRAPHING OF PROCEEDINGS
Mr MICALLEF (Springvale) - I shall respond to
some of the remarks that have been made about
migrants not being heard in the past decade. That is
a bit hard to take and anyone who has been involved

The SPEAKER - Order! I advise the House that
I have approved a request for still photographs to be
taken during question time today and during the
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response of the Leader of the Opposition to the
Budget. No additional lighting or flashlights will be
used.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE
UNEMPLOYMENT IN VICTORIA
Mr BRUMBY (Leader of the Opposition) - Will
the Premier explain why during the year his
government has been in office Victoria has lost
14400 jobs while the rest of Australia has seen an
increase in employment of 55 000 jobs?
Mr KENNEIT (Premier) - I thank the
honourable gentleman for his question and welcome
back into the House the honourable member for
Melbourne.

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr KENNEIT - As I said yesterday, Victoria
was plunged - that would be the best word - into
a pOSition - Mr Brumby interjected.
Mr KENNETI - You've got the graph upside
down, do you know that?

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr KENNETI - The Leader of the Opposition is
very much the man in the empty suit. 1 was
interested in his comments in the corridors when, in
discussing matters with the honourable member for
Melbourne and others, he said to the honourable
member for Melbourne in the presence of the
honourable members for Bundoora and Sunshine,
''You have ruined my day".

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr KENNEIT - Mr Speaker, this is interesting.
The Leader of the Opposition has just said that we
are making it up and the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition says - -

Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER - Order! I ask the Deputy Leader
of the Opposition to withdraw that unparliamentary
remark and ask him to desist from using it in the
future.
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Mr SERCOMBE (Niddrie) - Out of deference to
the Chair, 1 withdraw the remark.
MrTHOMSON (Pascoe Vale) -Ona point of
order, the Premier's answer to the question must be
relevant, as you have ruled many times, Mr Speaker.
The question was why Victoria has been losing jobs
while the rest of Australia has seen an increase in
employment of 55000 jobs. The Premier's answer is
not relevant and has nothing to do with the question
asked. 1 ask you to ask the Premier to answer the
question.

The SPEAKER - Order! 1 ask the Premier to
come back to the question.
Mr KENNEIT (Premier) - 1 ask the Leader of
the Opposition to withdraw his comment. He said,
'1t is a lie". He then said again, '1t is a lie".
Mr Speaker, it is not a lie; there was a witness and 1
shall name each of the members who were there
when the Leader of the Opposition said to the
honourable member for Melbourne, ''You have
ruined my day".

Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER - Order! The House will come to
order. 1 have asked the Premier to come back to the
question.
Mr KENNEIT - I again ask the Leader of the
Opposition to withdraw his comment.

The SPEAKER - Order! The Premier finds the
expression used by the Leader of the Opposition
offensive. 1 ask him to withdraw.
Mr BRUMBY (Leader of the Opposition) Mr Speaker, the Premier - on a point of order - -

The SPEAKER - Order! 1 remind the Leader of
the Opposition that under the Standing Orders of
this House all he has to do is to say, '1 withdraw,"
without making a comment.
Mr BRUMBY - Mr Speaker, the Premier has
lied, but 1 withdraw. I withdraw in deference to you.

The SPEAKER - Order! The Leader of the
Opposition puts the Chair in an extremely difficult
position. 1 rule that the Leader of the Opposition
must do two things: firstly, apologise to the Chair,
and secondly, say the words, '1 withdraw".
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Mr BRUMBY - In deference to you, Mr Speaker,
I apologise to you - to you, not to the Premier and I withdraw.
Mr Sercombe interjected.
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solutions for those in our community who are
without work.
All of us find totally unacceptable the current levels
of unemployment in both Victoria and Australia.
One of our concerns - -

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr Baker interjected.
Mr KENNETI (Premier) - The Deputy Leader
of the Opposition said I am still a liar. I ask him to
withdraw that remark.
The SPEAKER - Order! I ask the Deputy Leader
of the Opposition to withdraw his remark.
Mr SERCOMBE (Niddrie) - At your request,
and in deference to the Chair, I withdraw.
The SPEAKER - Order! The level of interjection
is too high and the barrage of interjections is a
disgrace. I will take action against members on
either side who continue to interject.
Mr KENNETI (Premier) - When we entered
office just over a year ago unemployment in Victoria
was approximately - -

Mr KENNETT - Don't you wink at me! One of
our concerns in establishing a national agenda is to
try to put together a national program for growth in
excess of 2.3 per cent. The Prime Minister has said he
is happy that Australia is growing at a rate faster
than the OECD average.
Mr Brumby interjected.
Mr KENNETI - You are wrong again.
Mr Brumby - No, you are wrong.
Mr KENNETI - This is where the empty suit is
wrong again. Last year we had a growth rate of 4.4
per cent. We are arguing for-Mr Baker interjected.

Mr Brumby interjected.
The SPEAKER - Order! I warn the Leader of the
Opposition that he is not at liberty to toss papers
across the table; nor is he allowed to persistently
interject. If he wants to go down in history as a
Leader of the Opposition who was thrown out on
his second day, I will accommodate him.
Mr KENNETI - When we took over the
responsibility of government just on 12 months ago,
unemployment in this State was in the order of
11 per cent. When we left office in 1982, it was 6.4
per cent. Tragically, in the following decade
unemployment almost doubled; and during the past
12 months the momentum that was established by
the mismanagement of the previous government has
unfortunately continued. Honourable members
opposite will know, as will most members of the
community, that you cannot turn around the
direction of a business on a sixpence, because it
takes time.

The SPEAKER - Order! I name the honourable
member for Sunshine. I ask the Leader of the House
to take the appropriate action.
Mr GUDE (Minister for Industry and
Employment) - I call on the honourable member
for Sunshine to withdraw that remark and to
apologise to both the Premier and the Chair.
Mr BAKER (Sunshine) - I withdraw the remark,
and I apologise to the Chair.
Mr KENNETI (Premier) - We on this side of the
House are working towards a Victoria where - Mr Brumby interjected.
Mr KENNETI - Look, if you keep interjecting it
will take longer to finish the answer. I have all
day--

Honourable members interjecting.
I said yesterday that the government is prepared to
do what is right to bring about changes in
opportunities for those in work and those out of
work. We will continue to do what is right rather
than what is either politically popular or designed to
provide short-tenn relief instead of long-term

Mr KENNETT - We are working towards
increasing growth rates here and throughout
Australia to levels in excess of 4 per cent. Unless we
achieve increases in growth of 4, 5 or 6 per cent we
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will not be able to maintain current levels of
employment.
Based on good, honest government we are building
a foundation to ensure that our schoolchildren have
the opportunities we enjoyed and that those in
work, particularly those members of the ethnic
communities and those who are older, enjoy secure
employment. The government will continue to do
what is right in the medium and long-term interests
of the community - unlike those opposite who
wish to return to the practices of the past that
brought about the changes that are now reflected in
the unemployment statistics.
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should pay to upgrade and maintain our roads
while trucking companies should not. He is saying
that the people who get the greatest benefits from
using our roads - those who generate big profits by
using our roads but who cause the heaviest
damage to them - should not be reqUired to
contribute to the maintenance of our roads whereas
Victorian families should have to do so.
Those people pay in after-tax dollars whereas
private motorists - the rest of us - pay in pre-tax
dollars. The Leader of the Opposition's sense of
equity seems to have deserted him. We will not
allow those people to avoid their share of
responsibility.

DIESEL LEVY
Honourable members interjecting.
Dr DEAN (Berwick) - Will the Treasurer inform
the House of the government's latest deliberations
on the Better Roads for Victoria levy as it applies to
diesel fuel?

Mr STOCKDALE - Just look at them - Lurch,
Barney Rubble and Superman! What a trio!
It was not always thus: the Leader of the Opposition

Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer) - The House will
recall that the government introduced the Better
Roads levy to raise funds for urgently needed road
maintenance and upgrading and that it applies to
petrol and to diesel fuel. Complaints have been
made about the application of the levy to diesel fuel,
and the government has announced publicly that it
is reviewing the issue and closely monitoring the
position.
Despite the claims of the Leader of the Opposition,
there is no evidence sufficient to justify any
conclusion about the impact of the levy.

Opposition members interjecting.
Mr STOCKDALE - Yap, yap, yap! A petulant
child has now taken over the leadership of the
opposition! The government has been liaising with
oil companies and other interested parties, and we
have agreed to continue to keep the matter under
review. However, at present no case has been made.
The issue is particularly important. Even the Leader
of the Opposition has not suggested that ordinary
Victorian motorists should avoid paying the levy.
But he has thrown in his lot with the transport
operators, who are running a very cynical campaign
in conjunction with the multinational oil
companies - which, I should have thought, his back
bench would not be comfortable with.
In effect, the proposition advanced by the Leader of

the OppOSition is that ordinary Victorian families

has not always been an ally of the road trucking
operators. He has attacked the Better Roads levy, a
levy imposed specifically for the purpose of funding
road improvements, every cent of which goes into
improving roads - Mr Brumby interjected.

Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER - Order! - Mr Brumby - I withdraw.

Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER -Order! It is obvious that the
Chair cannot keep control of the House. The chair
will be resumed in 5 minutes.
Sitting suspended 2.20 p.m. until 2.26 p.m.
The SPEAKER - Order! The House will come to
order. The Treasurer will conclude his answer.
Mr STOCKDALE - I was saying that the Better
Roads levy was imposed to fund urgently needed
roadworks in Victoria.
Mr Brumby interjected.
The SPEAKER - Order! I caution the Leader of
the Opposition that he may not interject; nor may he
hold up pieces of paper.
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Mr STOCKDALE - He seems to mistake
stupidity and arrogance - The SPEAKER - Order!
Mr STOCKDALE - 'Twas not always the view
of the Leader of the Opposition. On the radio
program AM on 10 January 1990 he said:
If people want to go running all around Australia and
claim a direct link between road funding and road
accidents and so on ... then I think people ought to be
prepared to pay a little bit extra to get the road network
that they want.

In the Mercury of 11 January 1990, Mr Brumby was
reported as supporting a 1 cent petrol levy to be
imposed by Canberra. He said:
My view is that there would be a song and dance for a
while then it would disappear.

In the Daily Telegraph - Dr COGHILL (Werribee) - On a point of order,
Mr Speaker, as you have repeatedly ruled, a
Minister's reply to a question without notice must be
relevant to the question that was asked. Furthermore
you and your predecessors have ruled that a
Minister's answer must relate to his portfolio
responsibility. The Minister's answer is now dealing
with statements which in no sense are his personal
responsibility in his capacity as a Minister or in any
other capacity, and I ask you, in accordance with the
practices of the House, to require the Treasurer to
confine himself to providing information relevant to
his Ministerial responsibility.
The SPEAKER - Order! On the last part of the
point of order, as the House well knows, the
Treasurer has a wide range of responsibilities for
financial matters, and I would not uphold that point
of order, but I believe the Treasurer is debating the
question. I ask him to come back to the answer.
Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer) - In an article in
the Daily Telegraph of 11 January 1990 the Leader of
the Opposition was referred to as the backbench
leader-Mr THOMSON (Pascoe Vale) - On a point of
order, Mr Speaker, the Treasurer is clearly in breach
of Standing Order No. 127, which prevents the
debating of the question in the way the Treasurer
has continued to do since you ruled that he must not
debate the question. Twenty-four minutes of

question time has passed, and in that time eight
Victorians have lost their jobs but we have had only
two answers. I ask you to bring the Treasurer back
to order and to ensure that he does not breach
Standing Order No. 127.
The SPEAKER - Order! I have already ruled on
Standing Order No. 127. The Treasurer may not
debate the question. I ask him to conclude his
answer.
Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer) - The Leader of
the Opposition has been referred to as the leader of a
backbench campaign in the Federal Parliament to
impose the very form of taxation that he is now
criticising.
In addition, the Leader of the Opposition is far from
being in a position to make the sorts of accusations
he has made this morning. Indeed he issued a press
release on the Better Roads levy on 29 July, stating
among other things that the BP service station and
truck centre at Somerton would be laying off up to
four staff from the following week. My staff has
conducted a further investigation today which
confirmed the advice we were given at that time:
that the Leader of the Opposition is wrong and that
exactly the same number of people is employed now
as was employed then. It has also been suggested
that no such comment has been made by anybody
other than the Leader of the Opposition. If this is an
example of the standard of representation the people
of Victoria can expect, the Labor Party has sunk to
new depths -even greater than is normal for the
Labor Party.

AUDITOR-GENERAL
Mr BRUMBY (Leader of the Opposition) - I ask
the Premier: did he meet with the Auditor-General
on 21 April this year or did he lie to the
Parliament - The SPEAKER -Order! The word '1ie" is most
unparliamentary. The latter part of the question is
out of order. I ask Leader of the Opposition to
withdraw the latter part of his question.
Mr BRUMBY - Following your advice,
Mr Speaker, I will rephrase the question.
Government Members - Withdraw!
Mr BRUMBY - I withdraw. I will rephrase the
question. Did you meet with the Auditor-General on
21 April and did you deliberately mislead the
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Parliament about that meeting when asked just a
week later?
Mr Micallef interjected.
The SPEAKER - Order! The honourable
member for Springvale will withdraw that remark.
Mr MICALLEF (Springvale) -If it is not a lie it
must be correct, but I withdraw it.
The SPEAKER - Order! The withdrawal is not
good enough. An unqualified withdrawal is
required. The honourable member will use the
words '1 withdraw".
Mr MICALLEF - '1 withdraw" were the words I
used.
Mr KENNETT (Premier) - To the best of my
knowledge and memory I did meet with the - Mr Baker interjected.
Mr KENNETT - To the best of my memory,
without checking my diary I believe - -

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr KENNETT - Just keep it coming; just make
my day! I believe I met with the Auditor-General on
the 21st, and my answer to this House on the 27th,
which is what I think you are referring to, was
accurate.

STATE EDUCATION SYSTEM
Mr DOYLE (Malvern) - Will the Minister for
Education inform the House of progress in
restructuring the Directorate of School Education?
Mr HAYWARD (Minister for Education) - I
thank the honourable member for his question; he
has a distinguished record in education and I am
grateful to him for his ongoing interest and support
in this important area.
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directorate by up to 40 per cent over a two-year
period, which will ensure that the resources
allocated to school education can be redirected from
the bureaucracy to schools.
As part of the review there will be a significant
reduction in executive positions in the directorate.
Remaining positions will be advertised shortly to
ensure school education has available to it the top
people.
It is unfortunate that recently the Leader of the

Opposition has seen fit to make remarks concerning
payments made to Mr Jim Betson. The payments
made to Mr Betson were entirely in accordance with
proper procedures and in accordance with the
system established by the former Labor government.
Any criticisms of that system by the Leader of the
Opposition should be directed at his own party,
which established it.
The only payments made to Mr Betson were a
normal targeted separation package, together with
his accrued his long service leave and other
entitlements. A major part of the payments made to
him came from superannuation arrangements put in
place by the previous government. It is unfortunate
that the Leader of the Opposition does not
understand these things; it shows that Victoria will
be poorly served by this man, who has no
understanding of the proper arrangements in the
Public Service in Victoria and who unfortunately is
interested only in trying to score cheap political
tricks at the expense of individuals.
Mr THOMSON (Pascoe Vale) - On a point of
order, Mr Speaker, the reference to endeavouring to
score cheap political points is an imputation of
improper motive and is a breach of Standing Order
No. 108. I ask you to ask the Minister to withdraw
those words.
The SPEAKER - Order! The Chair is in some
difficulty. Those words have been used from time to
time without objection by members on both sides of
the House. However, if the honourable member for
Pascoe Vale finds the words offensive, I ask the
Minister to withdraw.

A major review of the Directorate of School
Education has been undertaken by people from
outside the directorate. The review has indicated
clearly that there is an opportunity for redirecting
the activities and functions of the directorate more
towards the needs of students.

Mr HAYWARD (Minister for Education) - I
would be happy to follow your direction and
withdraw in an unqualified way, Mr Speaker, but I
have not yet finished my reply.

As a result of the review, we will be able to reduce
the number of out-of-school staff positions in the

I repeat, that Mr Betson's targeted separation
package totalled $38 412 and his payments in lieu of
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long-service leave and recreation leave were $78 859.
Those payments were made to him as a matter of
right. Other payments made to him were in the
nature of superannuation payments, in accordance
with changes made by the previous government.
In summary, the purpose of the review has been to

redefine the mission of the Directorate of School
Education towards serving the needs of students,
rather than doing cosy deals with unions, as was
done by the previous government. The government
is dedicated to directing resources for students
where they are needed, not into the bureaucracy or
trade unions.

PERSONAL EXPLANATIONS
Mr Leigh interjected.
The SPEAKER - Order! I warn the honourable
member for Mordialloc that I will take action against
him - he is a perpetual and habitual interjector.
Mr CO LE (Melbourne) - I wish to make a
personal explanation to the House. During question
time, the Premier said that yesterday I was involved
in a meeting in the corridor with the Leader of the
Opposition and other honourable members. At no
stage yesterday did I engage in or have discussions
with any of the members suggested. In fact, I left
Parliament not long after 3 p.m. The Premier misled
the House, I believe deliberately.
The SPEAKER - Order! The honourable
member for Melbourne cannot impugn any other
honourable member. I ask him to withdraw the
latter part of the personal explanation.
Mr CO LE - I am sorry, Mr Speaker; with
respect, you did read what I said before I said it.
The SPEAKER - Order! I made a mistake. I ask
you to withdraw.
Mr CO LE - I am sorry if I was not supposed to
say that. I withdraw.
Ms GARBUTI (Bundoora) - I wish to make a
personal explanation regarding the allegations of the
Premier that I had a conversation yesterday with the
Leader of the Opposition, the honourable member
for Sunshine and the honourable member for
Melbourne at which the Leader said to the
honourable member for Melbourne, ''You've ruined
my day". No such conversation took place. The
Premier has deliberately misled the House.
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The SPEAKER - Order! The honourable
member from Bundoora may not impugn any
honourable member. I ask her to withdraw the latter
part of her personal explanation.
Ms GARBUTf - I did show you, Mr Speaker,
what I intended to say.
The SPEAKER - Order! Let me make my
position clear. Personal explanations are very
precious to this House and the Chair makes every
effort to accommodate honourable members
wishing to make personal explanations. I could have
taken the hard line by insisting that the honourable
member for Bundoora see me in chambers so that I
could examine and vet the script carefully. Instead, I
allowed the honourable member to make a personal
explanation as quickly as possible because I thought
she had a right to do so. If I inadvertently missed
some words in my haste, I apologise to the
honourable member. I still ask her to withdraw.
Mr SERCOMBE (Niddrie) - On a point of order,
Mr Speaker, the deliberate misleading of the House
is a Significant breach of the privilege of the House;
it is a matter that has been the subject of informal
discussions which have involved you and, I suggest,
it is an habitual pattern on the part of the Premier. It
is unacceptable to suggest that it is unacceptable for
a member to allege a deliberate misleading of the
House by the Premier in a personal explanation.
That is a significant variation on the practices of the
House. It is a Significant variation on the rights of
members of the House to suggest that the Premier is
deliberately misleading the House. It would be a
gross offence to the rights of members for you,
Mr Speaker, to force members not to have a right to
suggest in personal explanations that the Premier
was deliberately misleading the House. The Premier,
if he wishes, or has the guts - The SPEAKER - Order! The situation is quite
clear. May at 381 says that:
Expressions which are unparliamentary ... include: ...
imputation of false or unavowed motives ... The
misrepresentation of language of another and the
accusation of misrepresentation ... Charges of uttering a
deliberate falsehood ... Abusive and insulting language
of a nature likely to create disorder. The Speaker has
said in this connection that whether a word should be
regarded as unparliamentary depends on the context in
which it is used ... Therefore, I ask the honourable
member for Bundoora to withdraw.

NAMING AND SUSPENSION OF MEMBER
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Ms GARBUIT (Bundoora) - I withdraw,
Mr Speaker, but I ask to be able to discuss the matter
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honourable member for Sunshine withdraws the
offensive words in his statement.

with you in chambers.
The SPEAKER -Order! Certainly.

Mr BRUMBY (Leader of the Opposition) - I seek
leave to make a personal explanation.
The SPEAKER - Order! The honourable
member is out of order. Let me make it clear. The
rules and precedents of this place state that anyone
who wishes to make a personal explanation has to
write out the personal explanation and seek the
approval of the Speaker of the words he wishes to
use. I shall see the Leader of the Opposition in
chambers. It is obvious that in trying to
accommodate too many members too quickly, the
Chair has erred, and I apologise to the House for
that.

Mr BAKER (Sunshine) - I wish to make a
personal explanation on the allegations of the
Premier that I had a conversation yesterday with the
honourable member for Melbourne, the Leader of
the Opposition and the honourable member for
Bundoora, following the suspension of the
honourable member for Melbourne. No such
conversation took place. I did not speak to the
honourable member for Melbourne after he left the
House. The Premier has accordingly deliberately
misled the House.

Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER - Order! The honourable
member for Sunshine obviously has not been
listening to what I have said. I have already ruled on
two occasions that imputations against any member
are disorderly. I ask him to withdraw the offensive
words in his personal explanation.

Mr BAKER - Mr Speaker, I have been listening
to what you said. I wrote this out; I gave it to you,
and you told me to stick to the script. I have
religiously and faithfully stuck to the script - now
what are you doing, Sir?
The SPEAKER - Order! I will tell you what I am
doing. I rule as I did before. I gave an explanation to
the House that I bent over backwards to try to
accommodate personal explanations on the run from
three members who wanted to make them. The
notes were written in longhand and, in the few
minutes I had, I ran my eyes over the notes. If I
erred, I apologise to the House, but I insist the

Mr BAKER - I withdraw, but I suggest the
apology might come from the other direction, to me.
Mr BRUMBY (Leader of the Opposition) Mr Speaker, I placed a note on your desk regarding

a matter on which I wished to make a personal
explanation.
The SPEAKER - Order! The precedents and
long standing habits of this House are that the
member who wishes to make a personal explanation
has to see the Speaker in chambers. If you like to see
me in a few minutes time, I shall be available. I call
Government Business, Orders of the Day.

Honourable members interjecting.

NAMING AND SUSPENSION OF
MEMBER
The SPEAKER - Order! I name the honourable
member for Sunshine, and ask the Leader of the
House to take the appropriate action.

Mr GUDE (Minister for Industry and
Employment) - Mr Speaker, this has been a very
long question time. Tempers have become
exceedingly frayed. I can only advise the House that
this is the last time I will rise and ask an honourable
member today to withdraw the implication and
apologise to the Chair; otherwise the House leaves
me in no position other than to follow strictly the
Standing Orders.
I ask the honourable member for Sunshine to

withdraw and to apologise to the Chair.
Mr BAKER (Sunshine) - The Premier is a bully
boy - he is arrogant. He has deliberately misled the
House, and I will not apologise to him.
Mr GUDE (Minister for Industry and
Employment) - I move:
That the honourable member for Sunshine, Mr Baker,
be suspended from the service of the House.

House divided on motion:

Ayes, 59
Bildstien, Mr
Brown, Mr
Clark, Mr

McNamara, Mr
Maughan, Mr
Napthine, Dr
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Coleman,Mr
Cooper, Mr
Davis, Mr
Dean, Or
Doyle, Mr
Elder, Mr
EllioH, Mrs
Finn,Mr
Gude, Mr
Hayward, Mr
Heffeman, Mr
Henderson, Mrs
Honeywood, Mr
Hyams,Mr
jasper, Mr
jenkins, Mr
john, Mr
Kennett, Mr
Kilgour, Mr
Leigh, Mr
Lupton, Mr
McArthur, Mr
McGiII, Mrs
McGrath, Mr J.F.
McGrath, Mr W.D.
McLellan, Mr (Teller)
Maclellan, Mr
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Paterson, Mr
Perrin, Mr
Perton, Mr
PescoH, Mr
Peulich, Mrs
PhiIIips,Mr
Plowman, Mr A.F.
Plowman, MrS.J.
Reynolds, Mr
Richardson, Mr
Rowe,Mr
Ryan, Mr
Smith, Mr E.R.
Smith, Mr l.w.
Spry, Mr (Teller)
Steggall, Mr
Stockdale, Mr
Tanner, Mr
Tehan, Mrs
Thompson, Mr
Traynor, Mr
Treasure, Mr
Tumer,Mr
Wade,Mrs
Weideman, Mr
Wells, Mr

Noes, 26
Andrianopoulos, Mr
Baker, Mr
Batchelor, Mr
Brumby, Mr
Coghill, Dr
Cole, Mr
Cunningham, Mr
Dollis, Mr
Garbutt, Ms
Haermeyer, Mr (Teller)
Hamilton, Mr
Kimer, Ms
Leighton, Mr

Loney, Mr
Marple, Ms
Micallef, Mr
Mildenhall, Mr
Pandazopoulos, Mr
Sandon, Mr
Seitz, Mr
Sercombe, Mr
Sheehan, Mr
Thomson, Mr
Thwaites, Mr (Teller)
Vaughan,Dr
Wilson,Mrs

Ashley, Mr

Roper, Mr

Pair
Motion agreed to.
Mr Baker withdrew from Chamber.
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Mr RYAN (Gippsland South) - I support the
Bill. Two basic and incontestable factors have
emerged during the currency of this debate. The first
is that this is a Budget we simply had to have. It is
not a Budget that, by choice, Victorians would have
liked to have. In time they will look forward to a
Budget that one would like to think will not contain
measures that are necessarily as harsh as those in
this Budget. However, this Budget is essentially the
first honest Budget delivered in this House for a
decade; unfortunately, as I have said, it is a
necessity. It is a Budget for the times.
The second factor that has emerged during the
currency of this debate is that the opposition is the
Jurassic Park of contemporary politics. It is irrelevant;
it has nothing to offer on issues troubling Victoria.
The opposition is a tragedy in the operation of a
Parliamentary system under the Westminster
system. It can rightly be said that the conduct of a
government and its capacity to govern does require
a contribution to be made by an opposition that
conducts itself properly. It seems that the
contributions made thus far in the debate do nothing
for the presence of the opposition in this place.
Indeed, the events of today only reinforce that
second factor.
Much material exists to back up those basic
contentions. Before the last election commentators at
large were absolutely caustic in their commentary
about the manner in which the former government
conducted its affairs. It is fair to say that before the
election on 3 October last no comments
contradicting those comments were made. After the
recent Budget pronouncements by the Treasurer, it
is further fair to say that commentators have been
unanimous that this is a Budget the State had to
have.
Without going through the enormity of the
documentation already produced, I refer to the Age
editorial of 8 September 1993. The honourable
member for Bulleen has already referred to that
editorial, but I wish to quote it in the context of my
remarks. Under the heading, "The right Budget", the
editorial states:
There was not a lot of good news in yesterday'S
Victorian Budget. But a government that is presiding
over a State that is virtually broke cannot promise very
much beyond doing what it has to do to mend the
State's finances as quickly as possible. The Kennett
government has a strategy for doing that and it
basically involves reducing the size of the public sector
through voluntary redundancies.
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What is more, one of the Budget strengths is that it is
honest and straightforward about the State's finances.
The cuts have caused pain and - although at least
no-one has been sacked - will continue to do so, but
there was simply no other way to go.
There are signs that Victorian industry is starting to
recover, but that recovery will be slow and it will not
create many jobs in the near future.

Wednesday, 29 September 1993

'We cannot pretend that it didn't happen. We can't just
believe it was bad luck that the economy turned against
us at the wrong time ... we have to examine all the
policies we have and ask whether they are appropriate
for the 1990s," Sword said.

An article in the Herald Sun newspaper of 1 July the very next day - by Matthew Pinkney and
Kamahl Cogden states:
Mc Brumby said a key part of the re-election strategy

There is not much any government can do to change
that. Getting its own finances in order remains the
government's key challenge. If it succeeds, it will help
persuade Victorians and those outside the State that
despite our troubles, Victoria has a reasonable
economic future.
Victoria's finances were poisoned by years of
mismanagement and they will not be returned to
anything approaching real health for some time. This
government has made a lot of hard decisions, most of
which we believe were necessary. The hope is that
there are not too many hard decisions still to be made.

That quote comes from that venerable newspaper
the Age. There is plenty of material to support the
fact that Victoria needed this Budget.
The opposition cannot even obtain consistency
within its troops. Various members of the opposition
are presenting different points of view and
contradicting each other. They are painting a picture
which clearly demonstrates the terrible political
dichotomy facing the Labor Party. On the one hand,
it is trying to acknowledge the disasters that it
inflicted on Victoria for political purposes. On the
other hand, it is trying to create policies that will
serve the people of the State in the future in an
attempt to win back support.
An article in the Australian newspaper of 30 June by
Tony Parkinson states:

was development of new philosophies and strategies.
''During the 1980s in the 10 years of the Cain and
Kirner governments we did a lot of things in Victoria
which were very good and positive."
''But we also made mistakes and that is the fact of the
matter. We were also defeated soundly in the election
of last year. We have to acknowledge that and have to
exorcise the demons of the past."

Never a truer word was spoken. Yet during the
debate so far the honourable member for Sunshine,
who earlier this year was ready to acknowledge the
State's difficulties, and a former Treasurer, the
honourable member for Northcote, tried to justify
the position of the former government and
presented a position which really was to the effect
that the whole thing was a fantasy and that the steps
being taken by the coalition government, and
encapsulated in the Budget, were not necessary.
Their attitude highlighted the second point I made
that the opposition's approach to the welfare of the
State is absolutely irrelevant to Victoria's future.
When the coalition took office Victoria was a
disaster because the Labor Party would not made
the tough decisions that have been made by the
government such as kindergarten cuts. When in
government the Labor Party recommended a 25 per
cent cut in funding to kindergartens but did not
have the political will to carry it !hrough.

As recently as 10 days ago, a policy committee report to
the ALP State conference went as far as to question
whether the Budget cuts and public sector
restructuring undertaken by the coalition were
necessary at all. Embarrassed, the conference passed
amendments deleting this extraordinary assertion.

The opposition has criticised the government's
education policy and the savings that have to be
made in schools. It is interesting to reflect on the
words of a former Premier, John Cain, as recorded at
pages 274 and 275 of Trials in Power Cain-Kirner and
Victoria 1982-1992, which states:

The new ALP State president, leading union official
Greg Sword, sought to prod the party into accepting
electoral realities. Victorians had voted against the ALP
in masses, and the party had to "confront the demons"
that gave rise to that defeat.

However we did not handle some of these changes as
well as we might. We did not get anything back from
teachers. We should have "traded" our generosity to
them. We should have obtained from them improved
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work practices, and not agreed to smaller and smaller
classes and fewer teaching/contact hours.

Those are the words of a former Labor Premier. The
government has been criticised for its transport cuts,
but one day after the Minister for Public Transport
had achieved extraordinary success in negotiations
with the transport unions, the honourable member
for Coburg was quoted in newspapers as ruing the
fact that if he had anything like the amount of
cooperation from the unions that the Minister had he
would have been able to make similar changes. The
truth is that the Labor government did not have the
political will to carry through its proposals.
Now that the changes are being made, and the
opposition has the opportunity to debate the Budget,
it is not even prepared to acknowledge that it agreed
with the proposals when in government. The new
Leader of the Opposition should be commended for
what he told the newspapers, and it will be
interesting to hear his contribution to the Budget
debate. However, it is an absolute disgrace for his
colleagues to maintain the position that all the talk
about a crisis is a fantasy and that the cuts were not
necessary.
Much has been made, particularly by the
honourable member for Sunshine, about the effect of
those cuts on rural Victoria. It is a pity the
honourable member cannot join us because of earlier
events today so that I could make these comments in
his presence. As a member of the National Party
representing the Gippsland South electorate I stand
in this Chamber with great pride. The honourable
member for Sunshine often asks me about what is
happening in the bush and what the people in the
bush are saying about certain issues. It is a pity he is
not here now because in debating the Budget I will
take the opportunity of telling the House what they
are saying.
People are cross that cuts have to be made to the
delivery of services. They are upset about the drastic
steps that have had to be taken. Fortunately we have
been able to talk through the issues with the people,
encourage them to attend meetings and gatherings
to put the government's point of view and illustrate
the necessity for the changes being made. In my
electorate, whether it be at Carrajung, Dumbalk,
Cobains or Foster, I have spoken to many people
about the issues: It is my view that they have
reluctantly accepted what is required for the sake of
the good of Victoria as a whole.
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A recent event in my electorate is of significance to
the Budget debate. On 10 September at Maffra I had
the honour of speaking on the occasion of the launch
of the Central Gippsland Development Group. I will
take some time in describing that event because it is
relevant to my support for the Budget.
There had been a move among the private business
sector in my electorate to do something about
marshalling its joint forces to get development going
in the region. It is representative of what is
happening around the State. By degrees Victorians
recognise that the State is getting up off its knees
and that it is fighting its way out of the terrible
problems which were thrust on it by the Labor Party
when in government. On that day a number of
people from the private sector came together, not to
seek government assistance for all sorts of programs
but to use their collective abilities to ascertain
whether they could make a contribution to the
development of the region.
I want to name those individuals because they are
important to this debate. They include Mr Martin
Van Ooyen, the proprietor of the Powerscourt
Country House at Maffra; Mr Graeme Dyer, who
has operated a trucking company in Gippsland for
years and whose name is synonymous with the
transport industry in Gippsland; Mr Bruce Warr, a
financier and real estate agent in the area; Mc David
Tulloch, the editor of the Gippsland Times and an
originator of the wetlands project at Sale which the
government has recently supported with an initial
contribution of $12000; Mr Geoff Rossetti, a former
mayor of Sale and businessman who has for years
made a magnificent contribution to the Gippsland
area; Mr Gary Leeson, a trucking operator as well as
a businessman involved in the pulp wood industry
in Rosedale; Mr Alex Arbuthnot, former President of
the Victorian Farmers Federation; Mr Peter Kluge, a
surveyor working in Sale who is a real visionary and
has great plans for what should happen in the
Gippsland area; Mc Brian Cantwell, who once
worked for Esso but who now operates his own
business in Sale; Mr Crofton Lee, my former partner
in my legal firm; Mrs Madeleine Lazzaro, who
operates an interior design business in Sale with her
husband, Kevin; Mr Ian Plowman, who has been at
the forefront of development in the Loch Sport area;
Mr Frank Stewart, a director of Murray Goulbum
and a substantial landowner in the Gippsland area;
and Mrs Marcia Thomas, who is engaged by the Sale
tourism authority to promote the central Gippsland
region.
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It is significant that all those people come from
business backgrowlCis, and I refute the comment
made last night by the honourable member for
Werribee. The group is driven by private business
interests and it does not put out its hands for
government assistance. They can see the chances
that are emerging from the initiatives of the
government and they want the opportunity to
develop their businesses in the Gippsland area.
No-one in that group is limited by the parochial
boundaries of municipalities. They include
representatives of the City of Sale, the Shire of
Maffra, the Shire of Avon and the Shire of Rosedale.
It took me only 15 or 20 minutes to drive from Sale
to Maffra to speak to these people, yet 100 years ago
it would have been a day's ride on a good horse. The
reality is that as a result of the government's
initiatives those people can now come together as a
group for the benefit of the area.
Leongatha, which is another part of my electorate, is
going through the same process, and the Shire of
Woorayl has met a number of times to discuss what
can be done to benefit the area.
The honourable member for Sunshine asked what
was happening in the bush and what the
government has done to enliven commercial
activity. I will outline what is happening in country
Victoria. In Maffra, the Murray Goulburn factory
services 600 farms and produces approximately
$80 million of export milk powder, while the Murray
Goulbum factory at Leongatha employs 350 people,
produces $100 million of export products and
services 780 farms. The Bonlac factory at Toora
services approximately 250 farms and produces
approximately $60 million of export product.
Victoria has approximately 7800 dairy farms and
more than 20 per cent are in my electorate.
The electorate I represent is running like an absolute
powerhouse because of the natural growth that is
occurring in the dairy industry and because the
cooperatively owned companies can see the changes
that are occurring under this government. As a
result, Murray Goulburn and Bonlac are spending
millions of dollars in capital development.
The Royal Australian Air Force base at Sale is a
substantial employer in the area, even though it is a
Commonwealth institution. Much of the activity that
was formerly carried out by RAAF personnel has
now been privatised and groups within Sale and the
region are able to compete for that business. Small
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businesses are starting up because they know they
are part of the changes proposed by this government.
The Gippsland Centre at Sale is one of the major
retail service centres in the area with a turnover of
apprOximately $29 million in 1986 and more than
$50 million last financial year. The centre is a huge
attraction in East Gippsland for the retail dollar. The
former National Safety Council site, which was cast
in the role of an absolute disaster, has undergone a
complete redevelopment. Aeronautical companies
operating from there are doing work for China, and
a substantial TAFE outlet is also located on that site.
Only recently I was able to get together with the
25 oil and gas companies which have interests in
that industry in Sale. They are doing much of the
maintenance for ESSO Australia, but are unable to
carry out construction at Barry's Beach where it was
once done because the site agreement, which was
forced on them by the unions, is prohibitive. The big
companies do not want to touch it. About
$600 million worth of development is sitting on
Victoria's doorstep, but the rigs are being built in
Newcastle, floated down around the coast and sunk
at Bass Strait. Victoria should be doing that work. I
hope that with the new government those
companies will be able to get back into that industry.
Companies from the region are working in Vietnam
competing with companies from all over the world
to become involved in the work being undertaken
there by BHP.
The education facilities in Sale are second to none.
Art and cultural development in the Gippsland area
is taking off again because people have the
confidence to have a go under this government. The
AKD Mall development will occur either in the
Yarram area or at Foster and will be important for
the region. The Plantation Corporation is now in the
process of finalising negotiations for supply and it
will be a substantial employer for the Gippsland
area. All that is being driven because people can see
that times are changing.
Tourism in the area is also growing. The City of Sale
recently bought the old ESSO building for $500 000.
That building has 90 000 square feet of space and the
City of Sale will occupy half of it. It has already
received 11 expressions of interest for use of the rest
of the building. Again that is occurring because of
the change in government. The building was empty
for almost three years because private enterprise did
not consider it was possible to get a project up and
running under the former government. The
government is acting as a catalyst for business. It has
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introduced the 3-cent-a-litre fuel levy, of which rural
roads will receive one-third. That will be a
tremendous boost to country Victoria, and I suggest
that the Rosedale bridge should be among the first
recipients of that money.
The reforms in work practices, the many initiatives
of the Minister for Agriculture, the Minister for
Regional Development and the recent
announcement of the Minister for Industry and
Employment are contributing to the turnaround in
Victoria. Yesterday, the honourable member for
Morwell berated the government for talking down
the State. The government is not talking down the
State; it is getting it going again, and will continue to
assist that aim.
I shall refer to some of the points made last night by
the honourable member for Werribee. He spoke
about Public Service cuts, the problems the
government has created and to what he called the
"deed of trust".
Everyone agrees that unemployment is a tragedy,
but if the government adopted the opposition's
policies it would solve unemployment by putting
people on the government payroll. One of Victoria's
problems has been that it has had too many people
on the government payroll. It is regrettable that the
government has had to shed public servants, but I
emphasise that the process will not be complete
until everyone gets back to work. People are a
significant resource for Victoria, and it will be a
marvellous day when the rate of unemployment is
reduced and more people are working in private
industry.
The opposition also said that the government does
not represent the people of Victoria. That is
unmitigated rubbish and the poll results make that
very clear. It was also said that no member of the
government was "a leading figure of commerce".
That is a classic. A substantial proportion of the 61
members of the government have been involved in
private enterprise. I had the great pleasure for three
years of running my own firm that employed 85
people, and it contributed significantly to the
economy of the Gippsland region. I am not alone,
and I know many government members have been
in similar situations. Compare that to the record of
honourable members opposite. Hold the phone,
Kerry Packer! What a crew to make a comment like
that. Honourable members opposite are about as
useful as a hip pocket in a singlet.
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The honourable member for Werribee should retract
the comments he made about members of the
government. He said the Treasurer referred to
picking winners in the Budget speech. The
difference is that the government is not trying to
own the winners, unlike the former Victorian
Economic Development Corporation. It will act as a
catalyst for the future development of industry. That
is the distinction in the way this government
conducts its affairs. It does not want to take over
businesses, as occurred during the last decade, but
assist where it can.
I reiterate that this is a Budget for the times, but
times will change and unfortunately some elements
of the Budget are tough. To run proper government
one needs a vision, and this government has a vision
of where it wants to take the State. The government
has a plan which has been recited many times.
Above all, governments must have the political will
to put the plan into effect. The Australian Labor
Party stripped the State bare during its 10 years in
government; it took away people's dreams and
ruined their aspirations. This Budget will go part of
the way to resolve the problems caused by the
former Labor government.
Mr BRUMBY (Leader of the Opposition) - It is
an honour for me to represent the voters of
Broadmeadows as Leader of the Parliamentary
Labor Party. It is, of course, some time since the
resigna tion of the previous member for
Broadmeadows, the Honourable Jim Kennan, and I
place on the record my views about his esteemed
and highly valuable contribution to Parliament over
many years. The Honourable Jim Kennan made a
great contribution to the previous State Labor
government, to his electorate and to Parliament. As I
have said, it is a long time since Mr Kennan resigned
as the member for Broadmeadows. According to the
information I have from the Parliamentary Library,
some 82 days have elapsed since the resignation of
Mr Kennan and the by-election, the longest delay
ever.

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr BRUMBY - Today's question time was fiery
and it is appropriate in the light of question time
that I refer to the address by His Excellency,
Governor Richard McGarvie, on 27 October 1992 in
opening Parliament when he put into effect the
government's programs and aspiratiOns.
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The SPEAKER - Order! I caution members on
the government benches. I shall take action against
them if the interjections continue.
Mr BRUMBY - The Governor, on behalf of the
government, stated:
My government is determined to restore public
confidence in the institution of Parliament itself and to
ensure the standards of truthfulness, honesty and
proper behaviour - standards we would apply in
other areas of our lives - are rigorously observed.

The experiences in this place recently and today
during question time demonstrate that the
aspirations and commitments of the government are
not being met. The display by the Premier today
during question time was a disgrace, to use his
favourite word. To fabricate and to assert that a
meeting that never took place had occurred was
disgraceful.
Mr COOPER (Mornington) - On a point of
order, Mr Speaker, the Leader of the Opposition is
new to this place and is obviously not aware of the
Standing Orders. He should be warned about the
provisions of Standing Order No. 108 and the
relevant sections from May regarding impugning
members or making personal reflections upon
members. Standing Order No. 108 states:
No member shall use offensive or unbecoming words
in reference to any member of the House and all
imputations of improper motives and all personal
reflections on members shall be deemed disorderly.

The Leader of the Opposition has clearly
contravened the Standing Order. Obviously he did
not want to move a substantive motion and pursue
the allegation that he intends to make against the
Premier.
The Leader of the Opposition needs cautioning,
warning and counselling, and you, Mr Speaker, are
just the person to do that.
The SPEAKER - Order! The honourable
member for MOrnington is correct when he says that
imputations against another member are disorderly.
I caution the Leader of the Opposition and warn him
that he may not continue on that tack.
Mr BRUMBY (Leader of the Opposition) - It is
not difficult to understand why the honourable
member for MOrnington is upset. This graph clearly
demonstrates the growth in unemployment.

-~----.--~----

Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER -Order! May clearly says that a
member may not hold up any object or chart unless
he has obtained the approval of the Speaker in
chambers. I again warn the Leader of the Opposition
that he may not use the chart in his response
without prior approval.
Mr BRUMBY - It is not an article, but it is not
hard to see what the Premier, the Treasurer and
other honourable members are running from. The
government's record after 12 months in government
is appalling.

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr BRUMBY - You think it is funny. Why don't
you migrate to New South Wales?
Mr LEIGH (Mordialloc) - On a point of order,
Mr Speaker, the Leader of the Opposition should be
directed to address the Chair and not members of
the government.
The SPEAKER - Order! I uphold the point of
order. The Leader of the Opposition must address
his remarks through the Chair in the third person.
Mr BRUMBY (Leader of the Opposition) - Jobs
are the issue and in only 12 months the government
has lost 14400 jobs. Jobs have gone from Bendigo
West, Mornington and Mordialloc to New South
Wales. The honourable member for Tullamarine is
another oncer; he will be lucky to last until the next
election.
Mr LEIGH (Mordialloc) - On a further point of
order, Mr Speaker, I do not wish to harp but I
suggest that you rule the Leader of the Opposition
out of order.
The SPEAKER - Order! There is no point of
order.
Mr BRUMBY (Leader of the Opposition) - In the
coalition's first 12 months in government, 14400 jobs
have been lost. How many more will go in the next
12 months? How will government members sleep at
night after having wrecked the economy in only
12 months? Throughout Australia -with the
exception of Victoria - 55 000 new jobs have been
created.
Mr Turner interjected.
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Mr BRUMBY - The honourable member for
Bendigo West is another oncer. You will be lucky to
see out your term.
The SPEAKER - Order! The Leader of the
Opposition must use the third person and address
the Chair.

Mr BRUMBY - The honourable member for
Bendigo West will be here for one term, if he lasts
that long. The opposition will win his seat very
comfortably next time around.
This is a Budget without hope and without vision; it
offers nothing for families, nothing for the record
number of Victorians without work and nothing for
those who want to invest and build in this State. It is
a Budget that shamelessly betrays the trust invested
in the government last year by the people of
Victoria. Everywhere I go throughout the State - I
have had 80 to 90 days to travel around because we
had the longest by-election lead-up ever - the
people of Victoria have told me that the government
they voted for is not the government they got. They
are dead right! Everywhere I go the voters feel
robbed and cheated, and well they might.
The Budget has missed a golden opportunity to put
Victoria back to work. In his notable contribution to
the debate the honourable member for Gippsland
South said, "This State is going". It is going all
right - it is going backwards, down the drain, and
fast. The politics of division and confrontation have
been the hallmark of the government and the theme
of the Budget. It is not a Budget for rebuilding
Victoria, it will not result in Victorians working
together to achieve something better - it is a sterile
divisive document.
The Budget is all about divide and rule, slash and
bum, axe and chop, rip and cut and dictate and
divide. It does nothing. The government does not
even throw a crumb to the unemployed; it is
comprised mainly of Liberals and you could not care
less.
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would have done something about it. The official
policy speech of the Liberal Party before the election
contained a commitment to a new jobs initiative. It
states:
Mr Bildstien interjected.
Mr BRUMBY - I visited Mildura and I know the
people love you up there; they spit at you in the
streets.
The SPEAKER - Order! If the Leader of the
OppOSition persists in defying the Chair by refUSing
to address it in the third person I will call the next
speaker.

Mr BRUMBY - The new jobs initiative was the
central platform of the then Liberal Party opposition.
It states:
Straight after the election we'll introduce a two-year
incentive plan that will encourage private business and
industry to employ an extra 30 000 to 40 000 Victorians
in real jobs.

There is more. The now Premier went on to say:
This is a proposal that fills me with intense pride.

After the election that policy went down the drain
with all the other commitments. I turn to the
unemployment statistics. In August 1993 one
full-time job was lost in Victoria every 3 minutes.
While question time took place today 10 jobs were
lost. Every day in Victoria 500 people lose their
full-time jobs. Twenty thousand full-time jobs have
been lost in the past two months.
The 13 per cent unemployment rate is the highest
since the depression. The worst news is that it is the
highest unemployment rate in mainland Australia.
But that is not all the bad news. Throughout
Australia the trend line for unemployment is
improving - that is, except in Victoria where it is
getting worse. Unemployment is running at 13 per
cent and getting worse.

Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER - Order! The level of interjection
is too high. The Leader of the Opposition would
assist the Chair greatly if he addressed it in the third
person.
Mr BRUMBY -If government members had
shown concern for the 289 000 Victorians out of
work their esteemed Leader and the Treasurer

An analysis of the Budget figures reveals nothing.
When the Premier is asked what he will do about
unemployment he shrugs his shoulders; yet 289 000
Victorians are out of work. Projected employment
growth in Victoria over the next four to five years is
0.5 per cent a year. Australia is recovering, but
Victoria is going backwards.
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It is not hard to work out that if the labour force
grows at a greater rate than 0.5 per cent a year
unemployment will continue to rise. The Treasurer
would not have the courage to admit that publicly,
but you know, Treasurer - -

The SPEAKER - Order! The Leader of the
Opposition must address the Chair.
Mr BRUMBY - The Treasurer knows that
unemployment will increase to more than
13 per cent. Although that is a tragedy for Victoria, it
is more of a tragedy given the specific commitments
made by the government last year and earlier this
year.
The first objective outlined in the Governor's speech
was:
reducing Victoria's record high and totally
unacceptable unemployment level.

All the government has done is go backwards and
added two more percentage points to the
unemployment rate.
This is a Budget without hope and without vision.
On whatever yardstick is used to measure it, the
Budget fails. If debt is used as the yardstick, it fails.
When the government was elected it said it would
do two things: reduce debt and increase
employment, but it has failed to do either. Budget
sector debt is about to increase dramatically from
$18.8 billion in 1992-93 to $21.8 billion in 1993-94
and $22.7 billion in 1994-95. The government
promised to reduce debt, but it has got worse. The
total public sector net debt increases from
$31.7 billion to $36 billion over the same period. This
is from a government that promised to slash debt
and increase jobs! I referred earlier to Victoria's
record unemployment rate of 13 per cent and rising.
It goes against the national trend.
I question the honesty of the Budget. It does not
keep the promises made by the government when it
was elected. The coalition promised that under its
government there would be no compulsory school
closures, but today another 100 school closures were
announced. In February it promised tha t there
would be no second round of school closures. In
January it promised that the staffing allocations for
schools would not be touched.
The Minister for Community Services promised that
kindergarten fees would be increased by no more
than $6 a week as a result of Budget cuts. In July the
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Minister announced that kindergartens would not
be forced to close as a result of Budget cuts. Then in
Warrnambool on 25 August the Minister said there
would be increases in funding for child protection
and that it was a top priority, but we have seen what
has happened. This is not an honest Budget!
The Budget does not measure up to the yardstick on
taxes and charges. We have produced some figures
on the taxes that have been introduced by the
government since October last year. I have learnt
that I am not allowed to hold up the graph of these
figures in the House, but I will distribute it later to
the media.
The graph shows that the average Victorian family
has suffered an increase in taxes and charges of
more than $1500. Tobacco franchise fees were
increased by 60 cents a packet in October 1992;
electricity charges were increased by 10 per cent in
November 1992; gas charges were increased by
10 per cent in November 1992; water rates were
increased by 10 per cent in November 1992; the State
deficit levy of $100 was introduced in November
1992; a 10 per cent tax was introduced on tickets in
Tattersalls, Keno and Club Keno in December 1992;
stamp duty on general insurance was increased by
10 per cent in December 1992; car registrations
doubled in January; public transport fares were
increased by 10 per cent in January; water
consumption charges were increased by 66 per cent
with a one-off compensation payment of $25 in
April; the rate of debits tax doubled in May; the
petrol franchise fee equivalent to 3 cents a litre was
increased in July; electricity supply charges doubled,
with a slight decrease in tariffs in July; gas supply
charges increased by 1.2 per cent in July;
kindergarten fees will rise between $250 to $SOO next
year - that is if the kindergartens do not close; and
a full-time TAFE fee of $100 will be introduced in
January. Those taxes and charges total an increase of
more than $1500 a year for the average family.
On 17 June 1992 the Herald-Sun reports the coalition
parties as having said that a coalition government
would not introduce legislation that imposed new
taxes on Victorians. Yet the coalition's massive
increases in taxes and charges are adding
approximately $1.6 billion to government revenue.
When the government came into office it had an
underlying Budget deficit of approximately
$1.5 billion, but these tax increases have provided
revenue of $1.6 billion, so the Budget is basically in
balance.
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The government has spoken about the need for cuts
to community services that have meant that women
are thrown out of hospital after 48 hours without
post-natal care, and cutbacks have been made to
maternal and baby health care schemes, but the
government backbench members seem to support
the Premier. All these cuts are unnecessary because
the massive increases in government imposts has
meant that the Budget is in balance.
If one compares the Budget with the April
statement, which is set out in the same format and
classification as the November statement and the
1992-93 Budget, one finds the Budget is now in
surplus. The massive cuts proposed to school
funding, involving the closure of another 100
schools, and funding for kindergartens, and
maternal and baby health centres are not debt
driven, they are driven by ideology. The Treasurer is
making those cuts despite the increase in revenue.

The Budget provides for a substantial increase in
debt. When the government was elected it promised
to reduce debt. I do not know how government
members can sleep at night or speak with straight
faces!
Mr LEIGH (Mordialloc) - On a point of order, I
take offence at the suggestion of the Leader of the
Opposition that members of the government cannot
sleep at night, and I ask him to withdraw.
The SPEAKER - Order! The Chair rules that the
remark is not offensive.
Mr BRUMBY (Leader of the Opposition) - The
largest component of the increase in debt is
government borrowings for large-scale
redundancies in the public sector. Approximately
$1.5 billion will be borrowed in this Budget to fund a
further 15 000 redundancies. That is an appalling
policy decision and a dreadful waste of money. That
money ought to be spent on capital works. Most
government members would privately say the same
thing, but they do not have the courage to say it in
the House.
The government is borrowing $1.5 billion to payout
another 15 000 public sector employees when the
unemployment rate is 13 per cent, instead of
injecting that money into infrastructure that will
strengthen the economic base of Victoria. What
about the Domain tunnel and the Western bypass?
What about the projects the Premier described
before the last election as No. 1 priorities for
Victoria? He said the roads program would start
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within the first year of his government, but it has
not. What about some of the rail lines that are
needed, or the Wimmera-Mallee pipeline? What
about national parks and the salinity problem in
north-eastern and central Victoria? Government
members shake their heads. Are they happy to go
out and say to their constituents that they will put
people out of work rather than putting funding into
infrastructure programs that will create long-term
jobs?
This Budget misses a golden opportunity. Victoria's
strength is its people; it always has been and always
will be. Victoria is the cultural, intellectual and
manufacturing capital of Australia. This State is all
of those things. If one wants to invest in Victoria one
must invest in people. The way to do that is through
a decent industry policy.
At a time when firms must be internationally
competitive this government has no industry policy
at all. The best this government can muster is
something the Minister for Industry and
Employment announced, which Mr Speaker ruled
contained nothing new. So, Victoria lacks an
industry policy to generate jobs.
The government is cutting back on education. If one
wants to invest in people - in Victoria's strength one must invest in education. One must invest in the
hard infrastructure and in building projects. The
honourable member for Geelong is shaking her
head; she contradicts her own Leader. Her Premier
says that Victoria's No. 1 priority projects are the
Domain tunnel and the Western bypass. The
government will never complete those projects
because it keeps borrowing money on the
never-never to sack public servants.
Victoria needs a clear alternative. It needs an
investment in people. Victoria wants to offer the best
education system in Australia; not the second best or
the worst, which seems to be what this government
wants. Victorians want a decent commitment to
infrastructure. They want to see that $1.5 billion
spent on schools, on the Western bypass, on rail
electrification, on sewerage, on the museum project
and other projects that will create jobs for Victorians.
Victoria wants a decent industry policy. In a State
with unemployment running at 13 per cent - and
rapidly getting worse - it is absurd for the
government not to have an industry policy. The
government has no infrastructure program, yet it
has made massive cuts to vital community services.
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Mr E. R. Smith interjected.
The SPEAKER - Order! The honourable
member was not in the House when I issued a
warning to members on the government benches. I
issue a personal warning to him.

Mr BRUMBY - The other sad thing about the
Budget is that it contains nothing for regional
Victoria. I cannot understand how the honourable
member for Bendigo West sat through the earlier
debate. There is not a crumb - not a cent - for
regional Victoria. The goldfields built Victoria; they
were the backbone of Australia. But the Budget does
not give a cent to Geelong, Ballarat, Bendigo, the
Latrobe Valley or Mildura. The latter has just lost its
railway line. Where is the honourable member for
Gippsland South? What has happened to the
railway line in his electorate?
This is a Budget without hope and without vision. It
deliberately chooses to slash deeper and to inflict
pain on Victorians. But alternatives are available.
The alternatives are a decent industry policy, more
infrastructure spending, a halt to the spending cuts
in education and community services and a better
vision for Victoria.
Ms GARBUTI (Bundoora) - This is a dishonest
Budget which hides the real situation, and it does so
by choice. The government's choice is to make
savings and inflict pain. It makes the meanest
choices at the expense of community services. With
this Budget the government could have chosen to
ease the pain, but it has chosen to cut too hard and
too fast. It is the toughest, hardest and most painful
Budget that could ever be delivered. If it had been
presented on the same basis as the April statement,
there would have been a surplus of around
$350 million. That would have eased the pain.
If that had been the case we would not have had
people and children suffering because of the slash
and burn policies that the Treasurer has inflicted in
this Budget.

Children have no priority with this government.
Every service aimed at protecting, educating and
supporting children is under fierce attack. There is
growing anger in the community because this
government is cutting children's services to the
bone. It is targeting the wrong people.
On the Neil Mitchell radio show this morning I
heard people talking about the early discharge
policies of our hospitals. Mothers, midwives and
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grandmothers telephoned in with case after case of
women being pushed out of hospitals three days
after childbirth. Because of the Budget cuts mothers
are being sent home before they are ready and
before they want to go.
Midwives said that over the past three to four
months moth~rs had appeared at their clinics with a
range of problems that showed up four, five or six
days after childbirth. Those women should have
remained in hospital receiving nursing care to
ensure that breast feeding was well established,
childbirth problems had settled down and that both
mothers and babies were doing well.
Instead women are being pushed out the door. They
end up at the excellent maternal and child health
centres, which are among the best in the world.
Those centres have been used by generations of
women. I imagine that every woman in this House
would probably have taken her children and babies
to maternal and child health nurses.
But that service is now under attack by the
government. It is shameful that the government is
turning that great service on its head. For the sake of
saving money the government proposes changing
the system beyond recognition. They will put at risk
a service that is valued by mothers for its flexibility
and informality. For example, mothers can now
decide whether they or their children need to attend
clinics and on which particular day. The choice
belonged to the mother; the decision was hers.
This government is now saying, ''You will see a
nurse by appointment at set points in the baby's life
and at no other times". The changes put the rest of
the service at risk. I refer to the relationships built up
between nurses and mothers. Nurses can give timely
advice before problems appear. Such advice could
include suggestions about feeding changes, visits to
the doctor or other helpful suggestions mothers are
happy to take on board because they have built up
trust and respect for the maternal and child health
nurses. The government does not place enough
importance on that function to warrant spending
money on it.
The supportive relationships built up between
mothers and maternal and child health nurses that
ensure that mothers cope with breast feeding, follow
immunisation programs and know about other
family support services, such as financial
counselling or even child protective services, will
not be possible under the changes suggested by the
government. That sort of advice will not be available
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to mothers. Those strengths in the service will be put
at risk because the government is saying, 'We are
not funding that part of the service. We are going to
leave that to local government and it can opt out if it
wants". If the government does not choose to fund
that part of the system it will simply disappear or be
destroyed forever.
Local councils around the State are considering
changes to the maternal and child health system.
They will take money from the government to
operate the Healthy Futures program, and the rest
will be hived off somewhere else. They are
considering placing the rest of the service in
community health centres or hospitals, or running it
as part of the family counselling service, or not
providing the service at all, thus saving the money.
The government has put at risk another vital
support service for the children of Victoria.
When children grow up a bit they go off to
kindergarten. What is happening there? The
government is taking $11.5 million from the
kindergarten system, thus putting those children's
services at risk. The Treasurer said last year's Budget
is coming in better than was expected and if he had
presented the figures in the same way as he
presented the figures in the April statement there
would be a surplus. Despite this he has chosen to
take $11.5 million from kindergartens.
Those cuts will destroy the preschool system as we
know it. No longer will nearly every four-year-old
child attend preschool; no longer will it be
affordable for all because the fees are low. When
parents found the fees a problem, the preschool
committees were able to carry them so that
kindergarten was accessible to children around
Victoria, but these cuts and changes will mean an
end to all that, and fees will skyrocket.
Committees are now sending their budgets in to the
department. I have heard that their fees will have to
rise dramatically for the service to be offered. They
are talking about doubling and tripling their fees. In
Mooroolbark fees will be tripled to $115 a term and
more. Fees are rising all over the State no matter
what changes are made. Some preschools will have
to sacrifice quality. In Sherbrooke the number of
children a t a preschool will increase from 25 to 30 a
group. In a full preschool a teacher will deal with 60
families a week. A preschool teacher offers
professional advice, a friendly service and support
for families but she -and it is nearly always a
woman - will have to spread herself much thinner
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where the number of children in a preschool rise to
60.

Some groups have had their hours cut. The Minister
has refused to say how many hours constitute a
preschool program. Some say it will drop from 10 to
8 or 9 hours. Some are dropping to 7 hours, and
some preschools say the hours may be reduced even
further. What is the limit? The Minister will not say.
The possibility of 1 hour a week has not been ruled
out. That is one way to keep the fees down.
Of course, we have to query the quality of the
program being offered. The Minister says that some
preschools have kept their fees down - there are
some rare examples - but quality has been
sacrificed and the service parents and children will
receive next year will not be the same as the service
that has been received up until now. Next year's
children will get a cut price service.
Quality is sacrificed when, to save money,
committees have to replace a highly experienced
and well-qualified teacher at the top of the salary
scale with a new graduate with less experience.
Committees have their backs against the wall; they
have no choice. They are being given a range of
options they do not like, involving increasing fees,
sacrificing quality or replacing experienced teachers.
The committees are not enjoying the experience.
They foresee the outcome and know it is an attack
on children's education. Children will not get the
same level of preschool education that children have
received in the past.
The picture is the same from preschool to primary
school to secondary school. The attacks continue.
The quality of children's services is being reduced.
The government is looking for the bottom line every
time; it is looking for the lowest cost and quality
service around the country and going for it. The
schools that survive will provide a reduced quality
of education.
Teachers are teaching more children and for longer
hours. They have to prepare in less time and they
have less time for professional development and
marking students' work. There are fewer options in
the curriculum. School sport has all but been killed
off, and that will have ramifications. Schools are
being devalued. There is no commitment to the
State's education system or to the services offered to
our children.
The child protection system is fundamental in
saving children's lives and protecting them from
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abuse, but the government has not spared it. Nearly
$7.5 million will be cut from that area, despite the
Minister's promise, which was repeated both in this
House and outside it, that child protection services
would not be cut.
He made that promise in the House in his
Ministerial statement of 10 March and when he
introduced the Bill dealing with mandatory
reporting of child abuse. When he was in
Warmambool a few weeks ago he made the promise
again; he assured interested groups that child
protection was the highest priority and talked about
an increase in the budget. It has come to nothing. It
is slash and burn, with more attacks on children's
services. Nothing is protected, including our
children.
On 10 March the Minister announced the
appointment of Mr Justice Fogarty, a respected and
eminent person in the field of child protection, to
undertake an investigation of the services offered by
the State. In the past week the government has made
pathetic and disgraceful attempts to keep the report
under wraps; then it was brought out in the
limelight of grand final fever. But that exercise was
exposed for what it was: a shabby political trick to
hide something that was critical of the government.
It follows a time-honoured tradition of the
government not facing up to the scrutiny of the
media, the people or Parliament.
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I shall refer to Mr Justice Fogarty's report on child
protection in the light of these Budget cuts of almost
$7.5 million. It is interesting to note that Justice
Fogarty starts off with some praise, not for this
government but for the previous government. He
talks about the considerable improvements that
have occurred in the child protection service since
his last review in 1989.
He singles out some initiatives he says are good,
such as the establishment of a Single-track system
since March 1992; the establishment of a 24-hour,
7-day a week service, which was undertaken by the
previous Minister for Community Services, the
Honourable Kay Setches; and the establishment of
the Child at Risk Register, which was also
implemented by the Labor government under the
direction of the Honourable Kay Setches.
He says there has been:
a significant improvement in staff numbers, retention
rates and professionalism of staff -

again that happened under the Labor government and
increased Budget allocations for statutory service.

But Justice Fogarty then says:
However, there are a number of problems.

The attacks on Mr Justice Fogarty have been
disgraceful, and they continue. Now the Minister for
Community Services has joined the attack. The
government is trying to silence its critics. It will not
tolerate anybody suggesting anything it does not
want to hear. It takes the old Yes, Minister advice
and attacks the person criticising it. The government
attacked Mr Justice Nicholson in similar
circumstances. We have witnessed attacks on the
Liquor Licensing Commissioner and the banning of
the 7.30 Report and the Age because they do not
follow the government's script.
Recently I asked for a Budget briefing and a meeting
was scheduled for today; but yesterday I was
advised that the briefing had not received
Ministerial approval so I could not have it. Such
behaviour is an attack on the opposition's right to be
fully informed and the people's right to know what
is going on and what the government is trying to
hide. This government is shameless about trying to
hide what it does not want revealed and to avoid
scrutiny by the opposition, the media and the
community.

And those problems have been caused by this
government. He says:
Regrettably the major ones have arisen in recent times
just when it looked as if the system was getting to an
appropriate level of service.

Yesterday on radio station 3LO Justice Fogarty said
it was a "great tragedy" that the government had

created problems just when we were getting to a
level of service that the children of Victoria were
entitled to. The government came in and made
decisions that put it all at risk.
Mr Justice Fogarty talks about the cuts to the child

protection system. He points out that you cannot
have mandatory reporting at one end of the system
and then cut the funding to the agencies that
provide the services for children at the other. He
says about the government cuts of $7.4 million:

APPROPRIA TION (1993-94, No. 1) BILL

Wednesday, 29 September 1993

ASSEMBLY

This figure was not arrived at by any examination of
what savings could legitimately be made, but was
Budget driven.

It is not the children and their needs that the
government is driven by but the dollar. Justice

Fogarty continues:
If these cuts go ahead they will emasculate the
non-government sector and render it incapable of
continuing to provide the service which has been an
essential aspect of child protection in Victoria until now.

They are fairly strong words. They should not be
ignored, but they have been rejected by the
government, which has continued its attack on our
child protection system despite that strong advice
from one of the most respected figures in the child
protection system in this State.
The judge, of course, has received considerable
support from other people involved in our
protective services, including the Human Rights
Commissioner, Brian Burdekin, Moira Rayner, and
other judges, but that has not moved the
government. The government has simply broadened
its attacks, repeated them and followed its
shoot-the-messenger tactics.
In his response to Justice Fogarty's report the

Minister for Community Services says he will save
the money by shifting children out of high-cost
residential care services for children and placing
them in enhanced foster care; that is, not to the
ordinary foster care that is operating at present, but
enhanced foster care. In other words, he would
remove the most damaged, difficult and
disadvantaged children out of residential care and
into community care.
In addressing that point, Justice Fogarty had some
critical things to say:
It would not be possible to make such dramatic
changes to the present structure within a short time
frame. It must be doubted whether the department
could find the number of suitable people whom it
would need for this proposal, at least in a short time.
Because of the significant difference in the payments,
people who currently provide foster care may seek to
transfer to this arrangement, thus creating difficulties
in the foster care area.

This is not a well thought out strategy. It is
something the government has seized on as the
cheapest option and it is going for it despite the
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advice of Justice Fogarty and the strong opposition
coming from the non-government agencies.
Non-government agencies are saying that foster care
is already struggling. A week or so ago an Age
article about the celebration of National Foster Care
Week reported that there had been an 80 per cent
increase in the need for foster care in the past 12
months and the foster care agencies could not find
the people. If the agencies cannot find the people for
that system, they will certainly not be able to find
the people for these most difficult and
disadvantaged children, and certainly not without
having an impact on the existing foster care service.
That is not a well thought out decision.
In turn the Minister is saying he will pay people
more to take the disadvantaged children. In fact he

is quoting the St Bernado's model that operates in
New South Wales and Canberra, but the carers there
are paid anything from $200 or $300 to $400 a week.
Is that what the Victorian government intends to
follow? No, this government is trying to do it on the
cheap; it is talking about only $200 a week. It is not
putting in the money to even make this substitute
system possible.
Children's interests are the last priority. The
government does not consider their interests; it
considers only the dollar and doing it cheaper. It
concentrates on hiding what it is doing and dressing
it up in fancy language.
A few months ago I released a copy of a Budget
briefing I had obtained in which this issue was
addressed. The suggestion to the Minister was that
he could sell the change on the ground that it would
be a better option, but clearly his advisers were
setting out the figures for the savings. The briefing
outlined how savings could be made in this part of
the Budget and the impact on the children was
obviously not a priority.
The Minister has also been talking about there being
a number of empty beds in the non-government
organisation sector. He is saying that some 400 beds
are available around the State. The non-government
sector denies that figure. It is true that some beds are
empty; there have to be some. If there is an
emergency situation and a child has to be found
alterative accommodation quickly, there must some
spare capacity in the system, but the Minister is
talking about a 25 per cent spare capacity.
The non-government agencies tell me that they
supply their figures to the government on a system
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called the key information data system - KIDS.
Recently they received correspondence from the
placement and support branch giving them some
up-to-date figures from July 1992 to March 1993. The
letter had the following interesting qualifications:
In using these statistics, you should be aware of two

situations that have had an impact on outcomes:
performance recorded is less than the actual
performance as some agencies have not returned
data ...
in some cases, data is not complete.

It warns:
These reports do not count placements or clients with
missing information. The most obvious impact is that
the totals for different reports do not match.

That is the information on which the government is
relying when making its bold assertion to the public
that there is fat in the non-government sector that
can be cut. That is simply not a correct basis on
which to act. We all know that the government's real
goal is to save money and go for the cheapest option.
The kids do not matter; the government does not
care about them.
The Minister is saying that when the shift is made
from institutional to community-based care there
will be more available beds. In his response to
Justice Fogarty's report the Minister said, "There
will be an increase in the number of beds available
for homeless youth". When talking about children at
risk of abuse he said, 'We will expand the total
number of placements available". However, what he
did not do was look in the Budget, which contains
the targets.
When one adds up the facility-based placements and
home-based placements for 1992-93 under the
accommodation and support item and compares
them with the figures for the current financial year,
one notes there is a decrease: 48 fewer beds will be
provided under the new system. !h~refore, the .
Minister's own Budget is contradicting the rhetonc
that he is trying to present to the public to hide the
real situation. This is a government that says one
thing but does another and tries to hi~e .what it is
really doing. I wonder whether the Minister even
saw those figures in the Budget.
A major aspect of Justice Fogarty's report concerned
adolescents. He had some devastating comments to
make about adolescents, saying the State had totally
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deserted them and done nothing. That is correct: the
government has done nothing.
The government was warned earlier in the year, in a
report released by the Children's Welfare
Association of Victoria called Our Voluntary
Homeless, that this was happening and that it should
address the problem, but it did not respond.
The government just kept up with its rhet~ric while
hiding the real situation. On radio Mr Justice
Fogarty remained sceptical about the claims that
$6.5 million had been set aside for the street kids
whom he said had been abandoned. On 27
September he was asked by Ranald McDonald on
3LO about the $6.5 million for street kids. He said
"the government keeps producing figures" but "the
reality is that what it is doing is totally
insufficient - these children are not being looked
after". Mr Justice Fogarty does not accept the
government's figures; he wants to see something
done before he accepts them.
He was especially condemnatory of the
government's handling of the backlog of rep~~
cases of abuse in the western suburbs. He said It was
an outrage. The Minister responded by saying, 'W.e
have cleared it up now". Even on Show Day he said
his child protection workers came in from other
regions to help their western suburbs colleagues
clear up the backlog. He said, "It's all fine now. You
don't have to worry". Mr Justice Fogarty said that
was totally superficial. "They have gone out there
and shuffled pieces of paper around and if you went
back in six months time I'd say you'd find exactly
the same situation". His words are damning. There
has been only a shuffling of pieces of paper, no real
commitment to children or to mandatory
reporting - ~o care for kids.
On 10 March the Minister promised he would set up
a consultative body to monitor the impact of
mandatory reporting. That is interesting because in
November he abolished the Victorian Children's and
Family Services Council. He simply said, "Thank
you. Off you go". The council's work had been to
monitor reports of child abuse and the impact of the
Children and Young Persons Act. No new body has
been set up since 10 March. The government does.
not really want an independent body to see what 15
happening with the introduction of mandatory
reporting.

With regard to the Children's Court the Minister has
contradicted himself, and the Attorney-General has
joined the attack on judges. The Attorney-General
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said the report by Mr Justice Fogarty was
"superficial and inaccurate", yet on radio Mr Justice
Fogarty revealed that the Minister for Community
Services had written to him:
He extolled the virtues of the changes to the Children's
Court which I was advocating and indicated with one
exception he agreed totally with it. It was a most
glowing letter

What has changed the Minister's mind and why has
he done a backflip? Who is leaning on the Minister?
You can't believe what the government says from
one day to the next. On 10 March in this House the
Minister said mandatory reporting would result in
an increase in reports of about 20 per cent. Last week
he said it was only 8 per cent and Mr Justice Fogarty
was wrong because he said 20 per cent and that was
far too high. Once again the Minister has done a
backflip. He has been pushed around and he is
hiding the truth.
His only response has been to increase the number
of child protection workers by 26, a 5 per cent
increase across the State. That falls short of
providing for even his own 8 per cent figure, and it
is well below what would be needed for an increase
of 20 per cent.
We can conclude from the shameless charade the
government has conducted over the past week that
it has no commitment to children. They are being
pushed around, they do not rate, services for them
can be cut from the time of birth right through to the
finish of school, and then they'll start on them as
adults!
Mr DOYLE (Malvern) - The Budget is a
landmark in the responsible financial management
of the State. I do not pretend to have any great
economic knowledge but as I considered what a
Budget might be and looked at the documents
provided by the Treasurer it seemed to me that this
Budget is a framework and even a vision for
recovery in Victoria. It is a framework for enterprise,
for management and for business. It is therefore a
framework for recovery; a plan for the people of
Victoria.
Some time ago a constituent sent me an extract from
a letter he thought I might find instructive. The
letter, dated 19 March 1930, is from a Mr E. H. Flack
to Sir Laurence Halsey of Price Waterhouse in
London:
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At the moment we are passing through most difficult
times in Australia and 1930 will try us out pretty
severely. It is the reaction to extravagance and the
dangerous expedient of living beyond our means,
brought about by a series of good seasons and too
much borrowed money. Having overindulged
ourselves we now have to mend our ways by returning
to the simple life and practising economies. The
medicine, like all disagreeable things, will not be
pleasant but I have no doubt it will do us a lot of good
and we shall be better for the experience.

It was more than a year ago that I was prOVided
with that letter, and it struck me as apposite because
yesterday I received a second letter to which I shall
refer in a moment. Some of the language is the same,
as indeed is the background of the writer.

I have listened to the Leader of the Opposition and
others bleat about unemployment. The month before
the Labor Party came to government the
unemployment rate was 5.8 per cent. I asked myself
what had happened over 10 years of Federal and
State Labor governments and the answer was that
the unemployment rate had doubled. I do not wish
to rehash the past 10 years of Labor
mismanagement; I shall simply say that for me for
all time that 10 years will be summed up by the
appropriate epigraph: the guilty party!
I come now to the second letter and why it struck
such a responsive chord for me. Like the first letter,
it was written by a distinguished accountant and it
expressed alarm at what had happened immediately
previously. And, like the first, it accepted that there
would have to be some difficulty. It states:
It is patently clear that the previous government
overspent in many areas and the termination of certain
services which are unaffordable in the long run
obviously brings short-term distress but it is essential
that we as a State take the hard medicine.

In the long run people as a whole respect competent
and responsible management.
The reforms which you are introducing might cause
some inconvenience to certain people but, as I see it, -

and I wish the honourable member for Bundoora
were here to listen to this part nothing has been done which adversely affects the
potential career paths of young Victorians.
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That is not the empty rhetoric of the discredited, it is
a reputable practitioner, who said finally:
I would respectfully exhort you to keep up the good
work.

It is interesting that those two letters were written
more than 60 years apart. Both speak of medicine.
Perhaps in difficult times "medicine" becomes
something of a euphemism for pain. We on this side
of the House recognise that some of the difficult
strictures we have had to implement do cause pain.
We recognise that pain, but that does not mean we
resile from hard but correct decisions.

The one question to be asked is what is the
alternative? Is the alternative 10 more years of you
lot? I think not! I shall consider two wider indicators
in examining the Budget, which brings to fruition
the strategies that the Treasurer initiated when we
came to office and which he reiterated in April of
this year. Those strategies are responsible and are
working.
The two indicators that I shall use are, firstly, a
number of small economic snapshots of Victoria,
and, secondly, but more importantly, a number of
stories of individuals and companies. They do not
use the empty rhetoric of the members opposite;
rather, they are the experiences and judgments of
real people who, in their own words, tell us about
what is happening.
The stories are not based on generalities - they are
certainly not banalities - and they are
contradictions of the empty rhetoric spouted by the
previous speaker and, I regret to say, by the Leader
of the Opposition. They are real stories about real
people's business experiences. I am grateful to
Melbourne Weekly for allowing me to use its
extensive research.
The first snapshot shows that Victorians are taking
more holidays. In the Melbourne Weekly of 21
September 1993, Stan Tallon, the Victorian manager
of the Queensland Government Travel Centre is .
reported as saying that:
... up until the end of June 1993 gross revenue
generated from Melbourne increased by 7 per cent on
the last financial year, and in the past three months it
has shot up by a further 20 per cent.

Another snapshot of economic recovery is office
vacancies - and my source is the Building Owners
and Managers Association. Most of us would agree
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that the city office glut is still with us; but in the last
quarter the vacancy rate increased by only 1 per
cent, the lowest increase in six years - in 1991 it
increased by 7 per cent. Building managers predict
that the increase in the city vacancy rate will halt in
1994 or even begin to reverse, as it did in St Kilda
Road in the last survey period.
Car sales are another indicator. Penfold Eunos of
Oakleigh operates at the prestige car end of the
market. According to Mark Davie, the company's
general manager, since opening for business last
November Penfold Eunos has increased its sales of
luxury cars by 150 per cent. The Melbourne Weekly
report says:
In November and December 1992 between 10 and
12 cars retailing from between $40 ()()() and $50 ()()()
were sold a month. In August and September 1993,
2S cars of the same price were sold each month.

The number of new commercial vehicle registrations
is also on the up:
According to the ABS in June 1991 there were 700
compared with the buoyant figure of 1036 in June 1993.

That is a buoyant rise in consumer confidence,
which, I would argue, reached an all-time low in
1990 but has since recovered slowly to match the
levels of optimism of the early 1980s. The report says:
Of the consumers polled in a Westpac Bank survey for
the last June quarter only 18 per cent feel worse off than
a year ago ...

I will come back to that because a year ago 36 per
cent of people surveyed said they felt worse off than
the year before. The source for those figures is the
Westpac-Melboume Institute index of consumer
sentiment survey.
We Victorians think of ourselves as a home-centred
community; and figures show that more Victorians
are taking out home loans. In 1990-91, 68 285 new
home loans were approved. That figure rose to
85 738 in 1991-92 and increased by a further 10183
in 1992-93. These are Commonwealth Bank figures
for all lenders. Other snapshots include Australian
Bureau of Statistics figures for monthly retail trade
turnover for Victorian clothing and fabric stores. In
July 1991 monthly turnover was $126.6 million. That
increased to $142.6 million in July 1992 and
increased further to $145.3 million in July 1993 - a
steady rise.
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Honourable members opposite have taken to
spouting recent unemployment figures in a sham
display of outrage, as though the increase in
unemployment has come upon them with a rush
rather than having gradually doubled over the past
10 years. The average number of jobs advertised
each week in our metropolitan daily newspapers
rose from 2911 in 1991-92 to 3335 in 1992-93, an
increase of 19 per cent. The ANZ Bank is the source
of those figures. The figure for retail trade turnover
for cafes and restaurants for July 1991 was $89.9
million. That monthly figure fell to $87.2 million in
July 1992 but increased markedly to $106.6 million
in July 1993, a Significant recovery from the dip of
the year before.

Treasurer's vision for recovery. They are stories
about real people and real companies. For example,
Michael Saville, the Managing Director of the Sebel
Town House is reported in the Melbourne Weekly of
21 September 1993 as saying:

New motor passenger vehicle registrations for
Melbourne also show encouraging signs. Some
7130 new vehicles were registered in June 1991. That
figure fell to 6596 in June 1992 - again a drop in
figures for that final year of Labor government but rose to 7218 in June 1993. Those statistics show
encouraging signs of a reversal in the State's
fortunes. The number of new houses started also
shows encouraging Signs. Some 683 new houses
were started in June 1991. The number fell to 411 in
June 1992 but rose again to 639 in June 1993. The
same trend of recovery is evident because of the
strategies of the Treasurer which are articulated in
the Budget.

What a joy it must be for a businessman to be able to
use the word "growth" without cringing, or
apologising for its absence. Tourism is an industry
we look to for growth. What better indication of the
success of the government's strategies than to listen
to the story of a real person who works in that
industry.

I could continue to give the House various
snapshots of economic recovery. Although they are
not spectacular - they do not suggest exponential
growth - they show that Victoria is turning the
corner. Because the balance is delicately pOised, I am
not brave enough to say yet that the State has turned
the comeri but we are turning the corner. That is not
empty rhetoric, it is reality.

Things are definitely getting better. The government is
going in the right direction, making a lot of hard
decisions, cutting back and also bringing the deficit
under control Occupancy has improved in the last 12
months and we have performed better in the last year
than we did in the year before. Last month we had an
85 per cent occupancy rate and we were budgeting for
less than 13 per cent We are looking at a growth of
about 5 per cent over the next 12 months.

Mr Noel Brown, the Managing Director of George
Patterson Advertising, is quoted as saying:
Confidence is slowly starting to grow. The
announcement of the casino going to a home-grown
local company was very good news and gave
everybody a bit of a good feeling. As far as the
advertising industry is concerned it would appear that
the latter part of this year is looking particularly good.
Some clients are starting to talk about things well into
1994 whereas in the last couple of years they have
thought very short term. I think that business has
started to realise that Kennett is on the right track.

George Richards, the Chief Executive of the
hardware chain Mitre 10, states:

An opposition member interjected.
Mr DOYLE - We keep coming back to
unemployment. I remind the House that Victoria
had an unemployment rate of 5.8 per cent a month
before the Labor Party took office and that that rate
had doubled after 10 years of Labor
maladministration. I am delineating the
government's strategies for economic recovery and
fixing unemployment. That can be contrasted with
the morass in which the Federal government
presently wallows in its ineffectual attempts to
restore Australia's economy.
I turn to more incisive and personal stories that
reflect the success of the Budget strategy and the

In August we had an excellent result and so far
September has been very strong. But this time last year

it was terrible. The strongest signs of recovery come
from an increase in trade business and more confidence
with the new property sales. As a consequence we
expect the home renovation market to have a very
positive spring. In the last 15 months we have opened
six new stores in Victoria and we have another three
opening before Christmas.
There has been a significant increase in confidence in
the last 12 months mainly because there is a bit of clear
direction from some positive government initiatives.

He then speaks of solid growth.
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Patrick Neville, the General Manager of Public
Affairs for the Toyota group, states:
There is the beginnings of a new wave of confidence
but it is going to take a little time to really manifest
itself. We are definitely looking to the future indicated
by the resources we have put into the new $400 million
car plant in Altona that is opening next year. We have
just launched a huge export push and that will have a
knock-on effect in Victoria because so much of the stuff
we buy to build our motor cars is Victorian-sourced.

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr DOYLE - These people are talking about the
confidence in the State resulting from the policies of
the Premier and Treasurer. Opposition members
should listen, learn and then weep because they will
be listening from the opposition benches for the next
20 years.
Or Emst Boehm from the Centre of Business Cycle

Analysis of the Westpac Melbourne Institute states:
The next few months should see improved economic
conditions and confidence. Housing activity is likely to
pick up in the next few months. Low interest rates and
the expectation that inflation will stay low will improve
confidence in the economy and consumers will be more
willing to spend ... In 1994 we ought to be able to see a
growth rate that will bring unemployment down.
Confidence is aided by the Kennett government getting
the deficit under control.

Alan Oster, the Chief Economist with the National
Australia Bank, states:
When we ask people what is happening now, "Not
much" is the answer, but when we ask what is going to
happen in the next 12 months, there is a marked
improvement in confidence in Victoria. The March
quarter was the first survey that we saw the improved
confidence and it has continued since then. It is not one
particular industry, it is spread right across the board
but there are industries like recreation, business
services and retailing that are leading the way.
The fact that the State government is seen to have
started to address a problem that could no longer be
left alone has certainly had an impact. In our last
survey in June 70 per cent of the companies surveyed
said things were going to get better.

These are turnaround stories. Don Larkin, the
Deputy Chief Executive Officer of the Victorian
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Employers Chamber of Commerce and
Industry--

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr DOYLE - Of course he would not have a
constituency, would he! The opposition wants
employment and decries unemployment, but
employers would not have a voice under the Labor
Party - certainly not. Mr Larkin states:
The position throughout the Victorian business
community is stronger than it was 12, or even 6 months
ago ... I see small business as the engine room, and it
will eventually catch up and put in what this lack of
investment has taken out. The really good sign is that
the State government has a long-term outlook.

Geoff Harris, of Harris Wood Toyota in Camberwell,
states:
We have had an extraordinary year. From one financial
year to the next we increased our total sales by 32 per
cent and we would be hoping to grow by 10 per cent
each year in the future. We are focusing on the areas
where we see growth, and that is in service and used
cars. A lot of middle management, who were the first to
lose their jobs, have got back into the work force and
seem to be out spending money again. I think Kennett
has made some very good decisions. We've still got a
long way to go but I just feel the signs are there.
It could not be clearer.

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr DOYLE - I am happy to go on. I must say, I
am enjoying this. Max Beck, the Joint Managing
Director of Becton Corporation, states:
I am certain there is confidence. There has been more
activity throughout this calendar year. People are
planning ahead and believing that the only way is up. I
give Jeffrey Kennett nine out of ten;

That is the only point on which I would disagree
with Mr Beck; I think he is a little conservative in his
estimate of the Premier's performance! He continues:
he has made a huge difference. Growth isn't across the
board but residential property and the inner suburban
medium density housing is going through a
mini-boom. In the next year we are hoping to see a
growth rate of between 7 and 10 per cent.
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Ron Walker, the Managing Director of Hudson
Conway--

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr DOYLE - I would expect that the managing
director of a company like Hudson Conway might
know something about the Victorian economy.
An honourable member interjected.
Mr DOYLE - At least it is good to have some
mates. Ron Walker stated:
Within the business community the confidence level
has never been higher. If you wish to invest in Victoria
the State government is making things much easier for
you and that's why confidence in the business
community has risen dramatically. Within the property
industry things are still very quiet but there are signs it
is picking up, especially in the residential area.

I apologise for what was in some instances a lengthy
exposition on the views of real people in the
community.
Mr Pandazopoulos - Ha, ha!
Mr DOYLE - I would be surprised if the
honourable member for Dandenong knew any real
people. If he thinks that what I have said is not
accurate, he should say so in his own contribution
and I will be delighted to hear his contradiction of
my comments. ''Ha, ha" hardly constitutes a
meaningful economic statement in the face of real
evidence from real people in the real community of
the signs of confidence they have seen in Victoria.
What do those stories show? They show that there is
not yet cause for jubilation but there is hope; there is
even quiet optimism. I contrast that with the climate
of a little over a year ago in Victoria - not just in
business but also in the more indefinable area of
what people thought of their own State. I would
suggest that the climate in Victoria was one of gloom
and pessimism.
Ms Marple interjected.
Mr DOYLE - What was coming? It was 61 to 27.
There was gloom - and the honourable member
may well laugh about this - Ms Marple - I am not laughing.
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Mr DOYLE - I thought you were. I suggest that
you have plenty of time to consider your future - at
least three years. There was a mood of despair. Why
is there a majority on this side of the House and why
is the coalition in government? The answer is
reflected in the sorts of stories that those people told.
The only way out of the morass into which we had
been led was for the hard decisions to be made and
for the vision of the Treasurer, as embodied in the
Budget, to come to the fore.
There is recognition that there will be some pain of course there will. We have lived beyond our
means and that cannot continue. The Treasurer's
hard work - I struggle to find a better word to
describe the Treasurer's understanding of the
situation, what has to be done and more importantly
what could be done - the Treasurer's grasp and
vision are beginning to bite. The stories of those real
people show that.
This is not empty rhetoric but reality from the
business world, where it counts. These stories show
that business prosperity is beginning to be revived
in Victoria. The government is beginning to restore
Victoria as the engine room of the nation; it is
beginning to get the State off its economic knees.
When that happens we will see employment and
prosperity return because the two must go hand in
hand. First things first: the rest will follow.

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr DOYLE - Let's face it; it was not going to
happen under the former government. Consider the
projections the Treasurer has published showing
what would have happened to Victoria had Labor
kept office. Victoria would have been not a basket
case but a terminal case. Now we have some hope,
some vision. We are turning the economy around.
With the vision and strategies of the Treasurer, the
Budget will bite and we will see employment,
prosperity and the return of a standard of living of
which we can feel justly proud. I look forward to
that day. I commend the Treasurer for his work and
for the Budget.
Mr LONEY (Geelong North) - The succession of
government speakers on this Bill have had one thing
in common: not one has actually addressed the
detail of the Budget. The honourable member for
Malvern was no exception. His contribution was to
read interesting passages from the book of great
conservative thinkers or the September edition of the
Liberal Party journal - he did not tell us what it
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was. The honourable member for Malvern also
spoke about confidence.

$1.1 billion over the figure for 1991-92. The
Treasurer says there is no increased tax burden!

One person who has no confidence in the growth of
Victoria is the Treasurer. If honourable members
examine tables 2.2 and 2.3 in Budget Paper No. 2
they will find the Treasurer's predictions of growth
in Victoria. The Treasurer does not predict the 7 per
cent that has been quoted by the honourable
member for Malvern. The Treasurer's estimates of
growth in gross domestic product are 3.5 per cent in
1992-93 -we know how he got that inflated figure,
but let us take him at his word - 3 per cent in
1993-94,2 per cent in 1994-95, 2.5 per cent in 1995-96
and 2.5 per cent again in 1996-97. The Treasurer has
no confidence in Victoria's growth. That is a fair
reply to what was said by the honourable member
for Malvern.

Rather than reading from newspapers, government
members should ask the real people in the suburbs
whether they are struggling with the State deficit
levy, increased gas, electricity, fuel and water
charges, increased public transport costs and
increased kindergarten and school fees - the whole
lot! Yet the Treasurer says there has been no
increased tax burden! Government members should
ask the people of Victoria whether they still believe
the Premier's election promise that ''No Victorian
will be worse off under a coalition government".

When introducing the Budget the Treasurer was
lavish in his praise of himself and his Budget and the
theme of self-congratulation runs right through the
second-reading speech. It reminded me of the old
adage that self-praise is no recommendation. It is
certainly not a recommendation when one examines
this Budget.
Given that the Treasurer has made extravagant
claims it is fair to judge him on those claims. Three
of the claims are found on the first page of the
second-reading speech. The first is that the Budget
serves the interests of all Victorians. The second is
that the Budget reactivates investment for Victoria's
future. The third is that it is an honest Budget. It is
perhaps relevant to start at the last of those three
claims because it is right at the heart of the
Treasurer's frenzy of self-congratulation.
The Treasurer says it is an honest Budget; nothing
could be further from the truth - it is a Budget of
deceit, concealment and distortion! The Treasurer's
rhetoric in the second-reading speech is not matched
in the documents he has produced; they reveal
something else entirely. It is claimed on page 9 of the
second-reading speech that "there is no increase in
the tax burden under this Budget". In fact, enonnous
revenue increases have occurred over the past
12 months and will continue.
Taxes, fees and fines have increased by 19 per cent
since the government took office and are continuing
to rise. In 1991-92 the amount collected from taxes,
fees and fines was $5.754 billion and in 1992-93 the
actual figure rose to $6.249 billion. The projected
figure for next year is $6.837 billion, an increase of

Mr Sheehan - Not one dollar!
Mr LONEY - That is right! Ask them if they still
believe that! The Treasurer's further claims that the
Budget makes the government a contributor to
growth and job creation cannot be supported on any
objective measure; it is certainly not supported by
the figures the Treasurer has included in the Budget.
The Treasurer did not refer to those figures in his
second-reading speech; they were concealed and
denied.
Since the government came to office in October 1992,
the Kennett-Stockdale strategy has led to a loss of
14400 jobs. Everyone knows that employment is
nmning at a record rate of 13 per cent; but the
government does not want to acknowledge that
289 000 Victorians are out of work.
Furthermore, Victoria is the only Australian State in
which the underlying trend of unemployment
continues to deteriorate. Government members say
that is the fault of the Federal government; Federal
government policies are the same throughout
Australia but the trend line is worse only in Victoria.
Victoria's rising rate of unemployment is a
consequence of deliberate government policies and
actions - 35 000 public sector jobs are to go. The
Treasurer believes you can sack your way to full
employment.
The Treasurer's own figures show that he believes
himself incapable of achieving anything better than
double-digit unemployment for the whole of his
tenn as Treasurer. The Treasurer did not, however,
tell the people of Victoria that in his so-called
''honest'' Budget speech.

In addition, the Treasurer's unemployment
predictions have always been understated. Although
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at the end of 1992 he predicted that unemployment
was 11.2 per cent and the figure was raised to
11.7 per cent in April, the actual figures were 12.4
per cent in June of this year and 13 per cent in
August. We cannot trust the Treasurer's predictions;
they should be viewed as a best possible scenario.
An example of the Treasurer's ''honesty'' is revealed
at page 4 of the second-reading speech, where it is
stated that 21 000 jobs have been created and that
Victoria's work force participation rate is higher
than the rate for the rest of Australia. In fact, 289 000
Victorians are out of work and last month job losses
were running at a rate of 500 a day - Victoria is
losing jobs at a record rate! The Treasurer is
presiding over record unemployment. Victoria's
unemployment rate is the highest of any mainland
Australian State.
On top of that, job programs have been sacrificed.
Funding for the targeted apprenticeship access
program has been cut from $2.635 million to $64 000.
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participation rates or about jobs. Unemployment is
up 10 per cent under the government as a result of
government policies, and it will continue to rise. The
13 per cent of August does not even include the
people on the so-called voluntary departure
packages - they are still to come into the figures at
some time in the future. Who is the authority for
that? It is the Treasurer himself. He said that not, I
add, in this House, but when he appeared before the
Senate Select Committee on the Functions, Powers
and Operation of the Australian Loan Council. At
page 1080 of the transcript, the Treasurer is reported
as saying:
... I would suspect that most of the people who have
accepted the voluntary redundancy packages would
find great difficulty in qualifying for unemployment
benefits for the foreseeable future.
... the Victorian public sector suggests that it will be
quite some time before they would have any realistic
prospect of qualifying for unemployment benefits.

Mr Sheehan - If you do not have jobs you do
not need apprentices.

So those 20 OOO-odd people are not yet included in
the figures.

Mr LONEY - Yes! Funding for the Workstart,
Joblink and Skill-Link programs has been cut from
$7.5 million to $2.5 million. Almost immediately it
took office the government also dumped the
JobBank program it promised during the election
campaign, under which the government was to
deliver 40 000 jobs.

We can go to ''honesty'' about the State's debt
position and honesty about borrowing for current
expenditure, which is one of the Treasurer's great
talking points - he says borrowing for current
expenditure must not be condoned. I refer again to
the Treasurer's appearance before the Senate
committee, and to page 1078 of the transcript when
the Treasurer was questioned by Senator Carr:

Although the Minister for Industry and
Employment, more properly to be known as the
Minister for business failure and unemployment,
recently announced another employment program it
has no Budget allocation.

Senator Carr - Mr Stockdale, is it true that the
Victorian public debt has in fact increased by
$1.7 billion since your government has taken office?

This is 6 August:
It was simply a knee-jerk reaction to those woeful

unemployment figures. Can the people of Victoria
be expected to believe it? Certainly not! Again, how
honest is that?

Mr Stockdale - I have not got the precise figure from
October, but certainly our debt has increased ...

The Treasurer goes on, and later Senator Carr says:
Take the participation rate: Victoria, of course, has
always had Australia's highest participation rate,
but that participation rate is falling under the
Kennett/Stockdale regime. The Australian Bureau of
Statistics figures from 13 May 1992 to 20 July 1993
show: In January 1991, a participation rate of 63.7
per cent; in January 1992,63.2 per cent; in January
1993,61.9 per cent. So, we have increasing
unemployment at the same time as the falling
participation rate, and the Treasurer wants to tell us
tha t he has found jobs. There is no honesty about the

Have those borrowings been to finance current
expenditure?

The Treasurer then skirts round the issue, makes a
couple of statements about inheriting the position
and again Senator Carr pushes him:
And is it still being largely funded through borrowings?
Mr Stockdale - There is no other way to fund it.
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Mr Stockdale told that to the Senate Committee.
"Honesty"! lbat is his honesty: there is no other way
to fund it, is what he said.

We have a 35 per cent increase in the Budget sector
debt under this Budget, from $18.8 billion in 1992 to
$24.6 billion in 1996. lbat is quite clearly shown in
Budget Paper No. 2, table 7.6. The table shows that
this level is going to continue.
The Treasurer has also been vocal on debt servicing.
He has spoken of that nearly every day since
Parliament has been in session. What do his figures
say? Chart No. 7.2, the Treasurer's chart, says that
we are becoming more vulnerable to interest
repayments. Is this "honesty" in presenting the
figures? What we really have is sleight of hand,
particularly with things like the one-off payment to
the superannuation scheme and the shifting of $500
million from the works and services to the current
account - they are designed purely to distort and
conceal the truth of the State government's finances.
Another claim of the Treasurer is that the Budget
reactivates investment for Victoria's future. This is
also at odds with the Treasurer's own tables that
show growth figures. Budget Paper No. 2 shows that
Victoria, under the policies of the Treasurer, will
achieve an underlying growth rate significantly less
than the rest of Australia. The Treasurer is telling us
that 1992-93 was in fact the best year we could
expect to have under his tenure of the Treasury. The
year just gone is the best year we can expect under
him!
The government's own investment in the future, that
is, its capital works spending on infrastructure, is
another signpost. The 1992-93 spending on its own
capital works program was the lowest for more than
a decade, and the much vaunted $75 million increase
for next year will not even lift it back to the previous
levels. The claim the Treasurer makes for Victoria's
future also is dishonest.

--------------

vigorously pursuing what has happened to the
community. The honourable member for Mildura
has obviously been out of town, or he has cancelled
his subscription.
This Budget serves the interests of all Victorians, the
Treasurer says: how "honest" is that? I shall
illustrate that by focusing on what has occurred in
Geelong. I shall talk of the Kennett/Stockdale effect
on Geelong. What have they done to Geelong in the
past 12 months? Unemployment in Geelong is now
estimated at 17 per cent. The Geelong hospital has
had a cut of $10 million, which means 200 jobs are to
go over the next two or three years and already 166
jobs have been lost. The Grace McKellar institute lost
its State government top-up funding, and 21 jobs
were lost there. The Geelong hospice has had a 5 per
cent cut. The hospice has provided a wonderful
service to the Geelong community, as hospices do
throughout the State. The women's health service
has been totally defunded. Community health
centres have had an average 12 per cent cut to their
funding. The Institute of Educational
Administration is to be sold off; 50 jobs will go, and
there is a fair chance, on the current information I
have, that that will be sold off at little more than half
its value.
There is a move to corporatise the Port of Geelong,
and 80 to 100 jobs will go there. Council
amalgamations will result in a loss of 400 jobs. The
Geelong Regional Commission, which was
abolished, saw the loss of 50 jobs. Citizens advice
bureaus in Geelong have been defunded, except the
Barwon Information Network, and there has been a
44 per cent cut to financial counselling. The Barwon
region tenancy services suffered a 6 per cent cut.
Mr Perton - What were they doing?
Mr LONEY -lbat interjection shows that the
honourable member for Doncaster has no idea about
residential tenancies.

His next claim is that this Budget serves the interests
of Victorians: how honest is that? I heard the
honourable member for Mildura in his contribution
to the debate saying that he had not come across
anyone who was concerned or who felt there had
been extra burdens.

The government has cut the funding to
neighbourhood houses; the Lara establishment had
its funding cut by 50 per cent. The funding for the
Geelong mediation service was totally removed. The
funding to St Augustine's Adolescent and Family
Services was cut by $300 000.

Mr Sheehan - We should run that in the
Mildura papers!

In addition, the residents of Geelong have suffered
from increased taxes and fees as well as the crisis
over school closures, increased kindergarten fees
and other problems imposed ad nauseam by the
government. The House has heard honourable

Mr LONEY - He obviously has not been in his
own electorate. The SunraysiR Daily has been
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members opposite say, 'We know there is pain".
But, having gone through their pain, what will the
people of Geelong and regional Victoria get for that
pain? They will be totally neglected! What about the
government's much-trumpeted additional capital
works program? It delivers absolutely nothing to
regional Victoria.
Mr Reynolds - It fixed your racing track.
Mr LONEY - Not in this Budget. The Budget
does not deliver on its own priorities. The Premier
said that his No. 1 priority is the Domain tunnel and
the Western bypass, but the Budget fails to deliver
on that priority. Yet, somehow or other, the Eastern
Freeway extension is to proceed.
Mr Perton - Hear, hear!
Mr LONEY -Now we have an idea why that
will happen! Every project announced in the Budget
is for the metropolitan area; not one program will be
developed in regional Victoria. The government
could have helped regional centres. Everyone knows
about the fight between this government and the
Federal government over the $33 million of the more
than $400 million total cost of the Western
Ring-road. The government could have shown clear
leadership and helped regional Victoria. It could
have said, 'We will ensure the ring-road is
completed; we will allocate the $33 million to it".
That completion could have been regarded as a
regional capital works program because it has huge
potential for the development of rural Victoria. It
would increase investment in regional areas. The
government was not prepared to take that action.
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On a per capita basis - and if funding is averaged
throughout Victoria - Geelong has received half its
fair share. One can only conclude that that amount is
what regional Victoria will receive from the State
government - much less than its fair share.
The Geelong Advertiser of 9 September 1993 took up
the issue. In its editorial headed "Sharing the spoils"
it states:
But if the government has money to stimulate
development, as it obviously does, if Melbourne is a
guide, we should push for a share.
We have heard only vague wafflings about the future
of our prime Bay Link land at the north end of the city,
between Moorabool and Yarra streets. But lack of
stimulation for our city centre is only one side of the
coin. The other is that plans to develop Avalon as
Victoria's second airport - and an Australian centre of
aviation industry technology - may be in jeopardy
because the State government has done a backflip and
decided to support the retention and encourage
development of Essendon Airport. Geelong, which has
more than 17 per cent unemployment, has been
banking heavily on Avalon replacing Essendon Airport
and becoming a major player in aviation within an
Australian context ...
Where is the ''Minister for Geelong" who was going to
take a special interest in revitalising the fortunes of this
region? Once again, we look on enviously as yet
another State government deliberately gives priority to
kick-starting Melbourne's economy. Have we in
Geelong allowed ourselves to be deceived once again?

Everyone knows the answer to that question! Yes.
The government could have completed the
triplication of the Geelong Road between A valon
and Hoppers Crossing - the only section that
remains to be completed - but nothing was done
for regional Victoria.
An announcement was made of a $12.9 million grant
for capital works in the Ceelong area - but that
included $4 million for Deakin University from the
1992 Federal Budget. Not a cent of it was allocated
by the Victorian government! The $2.9 million for
the textiles and fashion centre refurbishment at
Cordon College of TAFE also came from Federal
funds. The proposed Manufacturing Industry
Training Centre was to receive $500000 - but all
the money will come from the Federal government;
there will be nothing from the State government.

The Treasurer claimed this was the Budget we had
to have, but it is really the Budget we were always
going to get; it is the Budget the Treasurer wanted
us to have. This Budget is based on his narrow, new
right, economic rationalist view of the world.
An article in today's Age refers to comments made
by Professor John Nevile of the University of New
South Wales about economic rationalism. It states:
Professor Nevile's argument is that economic
rationalists are free to believe whatever they like -

and that is fair enough but the public should not assume that they speak for all
economists. Nor should the rationalists claim, as they
often do, that their advocacy of deregulation and
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reliance on the private market is based on the laws of
economics, not their value judgments about the
importance of freedom.

That is what the Treasurer is on about!
I refer to an article in the Geelong Advertiser of 6
August 1993, which states:
it is incumbent upon the Kennett government to
remember that it is people its decisions affect. There is a
tendency at all levels of government to forget this.
Economic rationalism has become an obsession.

This Budget is the highest taxing Budget on record.
This government has produced the highest
unemployment and is presiding over the worst
private sector unemployment since the second
world war. The Treasurer has increased borrowings
and total debt; the Budget has created a scenario
whereby the amount we must repay on that debt is
increasing. That fact is there for all to see in the
charts and tables that the Treasurer has produced as
Budget Paper No. 2.

If one puts all the charts and figures together and
examines the Treasurer's second-reading speech the
only conclusion one can draw is that the Budget is a
sham. The Budget is totally dishonest.
Mr HAERMEYER (Yan Yean) - The government
is fond of characterising its economic action, or at
least the pain it is inflicting on the Victorian

community, as being driven by economic necessity.
It says there is no other way and that 'We absolutely
must do it". Government members have been
running around convinced of the impenetrable
rectitude of the government's actions. I caution
members of the government.
I refer particularly to an article in the 11 September
edition of the Age by the economics editor, Tim
Colebatch, which states:
Politicians should sometimes reflect on the whims of
fate, if only to protect themselves against hubris. It is all
too easy to believe because you were elected, you are
therefore right - or that, because you are righting a
wrong you inherited, it is impossible for you to be
creating a new wrong.

That is something the government should take on
board. The article also states:
But there is also a lesson for the Victorian government.
Many others have sat in those chairs before them
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equally convinced of their course of action, and equally
scornful ... of those who challenged them. A
government that shirks debate on its own actions and
responds to questioning by attacking the questioner
thereby loses any means of finding out when it is
making mistakes. It is a sign not of toughness, but of
intellectual weakness.

This is a Budget of deceit, a Budget of suffering and
a Budget of shame. The suffering that has been
inflicted on the Victorian community is not
necessary. I agree with the previous speaker that we
are talking about people and their lives. It is not just
a bundle of numbers. It is the impact on their lives.
There are two accounting changes in the Budget that
cause it to overstate the deficit. Firstly, there is a
one-off adjustment to discharge accumulated
liability to the State Superannuation Fund and the
Emergency Services Superannuation Scheme. In
addition it reimburses the amount that would be
paid out if everyone took out a full pension, but the
reality is that a large number of the members of
those funds who retire take a lump sum which is
paid out at the rate of 50 per cent, so there is an
additional overstatement. The discharge of
accumulated liability to the State Superannuation
Fund and the Emergency Services Superannuation
Scheme adds $1.386 billion to current outlays. It
should not be treated as part of the underlying
deficit, as the government appears to have done.
The second accounting change is an ongoing
adjustment which reclassifies works and
maintenance from capital to current outlays. That in
itself leads to an increase in the Current Account
deficit of $474.5 million. In addition the Budget
provides revenue of only $26 million from the sale of
a casino licence because that is the amount
committed to expenditure this financial year.
However the balance of $200 million from the casino
licence will show up in current revenue this year.
That has not been taken into account in the Budget
calcula tions.
The Budget estimate for current outlays is $14 094
million. If we subtract $13 896 million from
discharge of superannuation and $383 million as a
result of reclassifying expenditure from capital to
current outlays, we are left with $12 326 million in
capital outlays.
Mr Richardson - You're not reading this right.
Would you like to start again?
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Mr HAERMEYER - I am referring to numbers.
It is probably something that you are incapable of
understanding.

The Budget estimate for revenue and grants is
$12586 million. If we add the $91 million that is a
reclassification of capital revenue and grants to
current revenue, we are left with $12 677 million in
revenue and grants. If we subtract the outlays from
the revenue it leaves us with a surplus of $351
million.
The Treasurer has pulled a bit of a swiftie here. The
Budget is really in surplus. If we then add to the
Budget the cost of the casino licence we have a
surplus of $525 million.
Mr Perton - Can we send this out to your local
newspapers?
Mr HAERMEYER - I would be happy to send a
copy of my speech to your newspapers, so that you
can explain why kindergarten funding is being cut
and schools are being closed down.
The 1992-93 Budget understated the current funds
available by $148.3 million. These figures are from
the June Niemeyer statement. That amount
represents the same level of cuts in the education
budget and is almost equal to the total revenue that
the government gains from the State deficit levy.
The government has pulled another swiftie. It said
the State deficit levy would apply only until the
Budget was in surplus. If the government's own
figures are to be believed, and if we take away the
funny-money accounting, the Budget is in surplus.
The government is pulling a swiftie so that it can
continue to impose the State deficit levy for longer
than is absolutely necessary. I would be interested to
hear government members trying to justify to their
constituents the State deficit levy when the Budget is
actually in surplus, especially when the surplus is
more than $500 million.
Despite that the government continues to inflict this
incredible pain and suffering on the Victorian
community in the name of reducing the deficit. That
pain could only be inflicted by a government of
sadists. How many kindergartens and schools could
be saved if the government used that $500 million?
What will happen to the experienced and
professional kindergarten teachers when
kindergarten fees go through the roof?
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The class sizes in our kindergartens are growing.
How many schools and kindergartens will close
because of this shifty little accounting exercise
whereby the Budget actually understates its net
balance by $500 million? What will happen to class
sizes and teachers? The government is trying to
force schools to increase the size of classes. Fewer
teachers will be available. There will be little
flexibility in moving teachers around within a school
environment. Funds for relief teachers have been
savagely cut. Over the past couple of months I have
visited most schools in my electorate and have been
advised that their relief budgets are hopelessly
inadequate. Most of them went through their relief
budgets in less than six months.
Funding for shared specialists has also been cut.
Small rural schools will find it difficult because they
will be unable to provide the variety of curriculum
that is necessary for a broad and quality education
for children. The taking away of those shared
specialists is another nail in the coffin of small rural
schools.
Over its 10 years in office the former Labor
government was responsible for developing the
highest retention rates in education in Australia.
Increased class sizes, specialist teachers and school
closures will do nothing to help retention rates.
What will happen to the future of children and their
right to a job and security? Cuts are being justified
on the basis of a non-existent deficit.
How many ambulances have to be taken off call?
Ambulance services will suffer a 20 per cent cutback,
but ambulance response times are already suffering,
all in the name of a shonky deficit. How many
people will die?
Mr Perton - You are shonky.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Cooper) - Order!
The honourable member for Doncaster has used a
disorderly expression and I ask him to withdraw it.
Mr PERTON (Doncaster) - I withdraw,
Mc Acting Speaker.

Mr HAERMEYER (Yan Yean) - The government
is also closing down and reducing train services.
Only this week it announced that a large number of
stations would close and jobs would be lost. Rail
closures in country areas are being carried out in the
name of reducing the "deficit", which is actually a
surplus.
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The government is also to cruelly and heartlessly cut
child protection services - an almost 80 per cent cut
in the name of reducing a deficit that is not there.
The government has also introduced the State deficit
levy and other taxes to make the Victorian
government, as the honourable member for Geelong
North said, the highest taxing and charging
government in the history of Victoria and the
highest taxing government in Australia by a long
shot.
There is also the big plank in the government's
pre-election platform of investment and
infrastructure, which seems to have gone out the
window because the deficit must be funded. Before
the election the Premier said the Western bypass, the
Domain tunnel and the Western Ring-road, which
will link Tullamarine Freeway with the South
Eastern Arterial, were major capital works projects
that would be a top priority of the government. Not
one cent of funding has been allocated in the Budget
for those projects.
No investment will be made in rail links,
particularly in my electorate, which contains two
rapidly growing suburban areas - Epping and
Craigieburn - that are not adequately serviced by
public transport. Craigieburn is still relying on a
country rail service and no funds are promised in
the Budget.
No funds have been made available for the
proposed Epping hospital, which the Minister for
Health promised before Christmas. No funds have
been made available for the continuation of the R-5
ring-road between Plenty Road and the Hume
Highway. Those projects could have been
undertaken were it not for the shonky accounting
exercise the government has carried out in this
Budget.
The government has overstated its financial
problems to justify the pain it is inflicting on the
Victorian community. One can only hazard a guess
at its motivation. It may have something to do with
bringing home a bonanza Budget in an election year;
this Budget's projections will sink the government
because it will probably bring home a
pork-barrelling Budget in an election year but there
will be no jobs, no growth and no investment.
This Budget is a tragedy for Victorians. Under this
government thousands of children will be deprived
of kindergartens, a good education and an
opportunity for a better life and a better future.
Thousands of Victorian families are struggling to
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make ends meet while paying an additional $1200 in
taxes and charges, which include the much despised
State deficit levy and increases in kindergarten fees.
I remember the Premier saying before the election
that Victorians would pay "not a cent more".
What will people who need health and ambulance
services do when those services are no longer
available? Funds for the Craigieburn Community
Health Centre have been cut by 24.8 per cent, which
will effectively rule out that health centre being
self-supporting. What will happen to child
protection services and maternal and child health
programs under this Budget? The government is
inflicting pain and suffering on the Victorian
community at a time when people need jobs. In a
letter sent out before the election the Premier says:
In your heart you really know what this election is all

about ... Justice and jobs.
Justice and jobs for hard-working breadwinners who
have been thrown out of work through no fault of their
own.
Justice and jobs for young people who have succeeded
at school only to face dole queues.

He then says:
But above all we need to provide jobs ... real jobs, so
families and individual Victorians can have secure
incomes and our young people can have a brighter
future than they face at present.

That letter was accompanied by a pamphlet that
says:
Generating real new jobs in the private sector is the
Liberal-National coalition's No. 1 priority.

The new jobs initiative was to be called Job Bank. I
do not know what happened to that because not one
cent of funding has been spent on it. It promised
30 000 to 40 000 new jobs for Victorians; but, since
the government came to office 14000 jobs have been
lost - that is, 500 jobs a day - and the
unemployment rate is 13 per cent. The government
should not pretend it is all part of a national
recession or that it is the Federal government's fault.
While the rest of Australia is slowly creeping ahead,
Victoria is going backwards, and the Budget figures
bear that out.
The Budget figures offer no hope for employment or
an improved job situation. For anyone currently out
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of a job, the achievement of dignity and a job at any
time in the future is unrealistic. The government
says it has no choice. The government is pursuing a
supply-side economic dogma which, although tried
by Thatcher and Reagan, failed in both Britain and
the United States of America. It has been now
disowned by conservative parties in most parts of
the world, but the Victorian government wants to
see how it will fare here.
The Premier is fond of saying that he was elected to
govern. He has abrogated any right to govern
because he has failed to meet his responsibility for
schools, health, community services, jobs,
infrastructure development and industry.
The government does not have one scintilla of
decency and is not concerned at the effect its
decisions are having on the lives of Victorians.
Behind the Budget figures are real people with
aspirations, with children, mouths to feed and roofs
to put over their heads. The government does not
care one iota about that. It shows not one hint of
compassion.
The government makes great play about its priority
to reduce public sector debt, but the Budget shows
that debt will increase significantly. A large part of
the debt was generated by the funding of voluntary
departure packages. ApprOximately $1.3 billion was
allocated to put people out of work and reduce
services. Of that, apprOximately $200 million was
allocated for voluntary redundancy packages for
people over 55 years of age. They are the most
experienced members of the work force, often the
best qualified and the most productive. It is also the
area of least savings because those people are so
close to retirement. It is a wasteful exercise.
I have spoken to many people in my electorate and
throughout Victoria and I know that few people are
spending the money they have gained from their
departure packages in Victoria. Only a month ago I
had the opportunity of visiting Queensland as a
member of the Public Bodies Review Committee and
I spoke to members of the Queensland government.
They told me they are pleased to have large
numbers of experienced, qualified Victorian public
sector workers - fireman, ambulance officers moving there and taking up jobs. Their training was
paid for by Victorian taxpayers. And these people
are investing their redundancy packages in
Queensland. The Victorian government is funding
economic recovery in Queensland while our
economy goes backwards. Of the former public
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servants that remain in Victoria no-one is on a
spending spree especially with current levels of
unemployment.
The government has failed to measure up to its own
yardstick of success. It has a fetish about debt, as
most conservative governments have, but in
attempting to reduce the debt it is strangling the life
out of the Victorian economy. The government has
no idea how to break the debt cycle because it does
not acknowledge that fiscal policy makes a
difference. It believes that if everything is left to
private industry the economy will improve. That
mentality created the Great Depression of the 19305.
It was only the interventionist approach of President
Roosevelt of the United States of America that
gradually got the world economy moving again. If
the government continues with its present policies
Victorians will experience another depression.
The government has a bookkeeper's mentality about
the economy and does not look at it from an
economic perspective. It is about reducing debt, yet
the Budget figures show that the level of debt is
increasing dramatically. In 1992-93 net Budget sector
debt was $18 billion. In 1993-94 the debt is estimated
at $21.8 billion. In 1994-95 it is estimated at
$22.7 billion, and in 1996-97 it is estimated at
$25 billion. I pity those members of the government
who represent marginal seats and who think that the
government will go to an election in two or three
years time saying that it has reduced public sector
debt, because the opposite is the case. Total public
sector net debt for 1994-95 is estimated at $36.1
billion!
The government has achieved levels of public sector
debt that are higher than the debt under the
Cain-Kirner government which it maligns. The
increase in the level of debt will mean increased
service costs. Even a small increase in the level of
interest will cause a Significant problem for the
government. The borrowings of the government and
the increased level of debt are for unproductive
purposes: putting people out of work by giving
them voluntary departure packages.
The government is not investing in infrastructure or
education, a real investment in the future. Education
is one of the strengths of this State which is widely
acknowledged throughout Australia. The
government is comparing the Victorian education
system with those of other States which are not as
good. It is similar to a person who is driving a
Ferrari looking at the vehicle parked next to him, a
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Mini Minor, and saying that he would rather have
one of those!
The government is not encouraging industry or
private investment. It has not created any jobs or
stimulated economic activity. It is not creating
consumer or investor confidence.
As I said earlier, this is a Budget of deceit, shame
and suffering. The government is trying to sell the
notion that what it is doing is necessary and
unavoidable, which is absolute rubbish.
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1992 election was that we did not have leadership in
government. The State lacked people with the
courage and the will to make the hard decisions.
An article in the Geelong Advertiser of 25 November
1992 clearly demonstrates the criticisms I heard prior
to the election:
Mrs Kirner conceded her administration lacked the

political will to force changes on public servants.
Admitting her government "should have done more",
Mrs Kirner yesterday singled herself out as a minority

Mrs HENDERSON (Geelong) - I am pleased
that I am following the Leader of the Opposition,
who spoke earlier this afternoon. The Leader of the
Opposition was excited and agitated, especially
when he referred to the level of unemployment in
Victoria. He has been a member for Broadmeadows
since 18 September and he clearly has not had the
time to move around his electorate. One of the major
employers in his electorate is the Ford Motor Co. of
Australia Ltd. Last Saturday it advertised 50 new
positions at its Geelong plant. That is a sign of
confidence in Victoria, especially as the company
signalled that it wanted to recruit young trainees just
entering the work force and encourage them into the
industry.
The Leader of the OppOSition clearly did not look at
the large manufacturing company in his own
electorate. I was amazed to hear his comments
today. I was privileged to be in the electorate of the
honourable member for Geelong North last Friday
where I handed out certificates to the Skillshare
graduates, who have undertaken training over many
weeks. The graduating bookkeeping class had
seventeen participants. I was delighted to discover
that more than half had obtained employment and
that three others had lined up interviews.
In his push to get himself into this House, the Leader
of the Opposition has not seen fit to look at what is
happening in the community. There is a great deal
of confidence in the community regarding jobs and I
believe the Budget has given the community that
confidence. The opposition knows that the Budget is
right for Victoria. I should like to hear one
opposition member agree that the Budget is good for
Victoria. This honest, credible Budget clearly
outlines the process for rebuilding and revitalising
Victoria's recovery.
The Budget demonstrates a strong willingness and
commitment to get Victoria back on track. One of the
most constant criticisms I heard prior to the October

within her own party willing to push for reform during
Labor's last two years in office.
'1 believe in the last couple of years of (her predecessor
as Premier) John Cain and myself, there was not
sufficient will collectively to push ahead with sufficient
speed (with reforms to the) public sector," she told
Melbourne radio station 3AW.

"Everybody admits she should have done more".
Her admission also comes on the eve of the launch of a
book of essays analysing Labor's 10 years in office in
which Mr Cain states Mrs Kirner failed to restore
discipline within the Labor government after
succeeding him as Premier.

From the behaviour exhibited in the Chamber earlier
today there appears to be no change in the discipline
of the opposition. The article continues:
In his essay on Labor's achievements and failings,
Mr Cain also revealed the Labor government's "lack of
budget discipline" and unwillingness to make
spending cuts was a ''key factor" in his decision to
resign as Premier in 1990.
Mrs Kirner's comments yesterday also follow
damaging claims last week by Mr Tony Sheehan Labor's Treasurer in her last months in office - that
her government lacked the resolve to tackle the State's
massive debt problems.

For 10 years there was no leadership in the former
government and no willingness or commitment to
tackle the problems it encountered. It continued to
run down the State's assets, borrow huge sums of
money and increase the debt to unrealistic amounts.
Labor did not have the capacity to manage the
State's economy. It was more committed to factional
dealing than finding the will and commitment to
represent the people of Victoria. It should hang its
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head in shame for the position in which it has left
the State.
The State is now in a new era. No longer will the
government be introducing Budgets like the Labor
Party. No longer will it have the reckless bankcard
spending of the previous government. The Budget is
a clear indication to the wider community that
Victoria will be responsible for taxpayers' dollars. It
will deliver quality services for the best price at the
best cost. The days of factional dealing are over and
we are now back to running a responsible
government. The Budget is a step in the recovery
and rebuilding of Victoria.
I listened to what the honourable member for
Geelong North had to say about regional Victoria, in
particular, Geelong. The Leader of the Opposition
claimed there was no commitment to regional
Victoria. I shall be parochial and turn to regional
Victoria - and Geelong in particular - to see what
capital works are listed in the Budget for the region.
Geelong has fared well in this Budget, which is in
deep contrast to Labor Budgets in the past. There
has been a $12 million boost to capital works in the
Geelong region. That is a big commitment to
regional Victoria. Again I urge the Leader of the
OppOSition to examine the Budget Papers to see
what has been done for regional Victoria.
A further $2.9 million has been provided to the
Gordon Institute of Technology to add to the $17
million that has been committed towards upgrading
the institute's campus in Fenwick Street and the
building of the manufacturing unit in Boundary
Road, East Geelong. That is a major development
because the institute buildings have been allowed to
run down. Its buildings have been in need of
refurbishment and the Budget allocation is a vital
commitment to the institute. Not only will the funds
bring the institute's facilities and resources into the
next century they are also vital in providing jobs in
the building industry. That will have a flow-on effect
to the suppliers of building materials and the other
benefits involved in a major redevelopment of that
kind.
The government's commitment to the Gordon
Institute is a reflection of its commitment to
education as a whole in the Geelong region.
Education is a growth industry in Geelong.
A further $4 million has been committed to the
refurbishment of the historic wool store site for
Deakin University. That site is the most Significant
urban site left in Australia. This is part of a $25.7

715

million development of the wool stores over the next
10 years. Commonwealth funds are included in that
funding, but the State government has also made a
huge commitment to this eXciting development. A
firm of architects from Geelong won a national
competition to redesign the wool stores area for the
university. The restoration will include a great hall
that will hold 1500 people, facilities for the
commercial arm of the university, some university
faculties that are currently situated at Waurn Ponds,
communications and accommodation for hundreds
of students. The project will be a catalyst for the
complete redevelopment of the foreshore in
Geelong. The vision for this project has been driven
by the Vice-Chancellor of Deakin University.
For the past 10 years the Geelong community has
waited for the Baylink development, which was
designed by the now abolished Geelong Regional
Commission. Not only is Deakin University
committed to the wool stores project but it is also
committed to getting the university into the City of
Geelong. It purchased a block of land next to the
wool store site which has been vacant for 10 years.
Every investor who came to Geelong looked at the
empty hole in the ground and walked away because
no-one had confidence in the region. There was no
drive, leadership or vision. Deakin University has
plans to develop a first-class residential facility on
the site which will complement the enormous
investment in the wool store site. In the future I
hope these historic precincts on the waterfront will
have W-class trams running from one end of
Geelong to the other carrying visitors and tourists.
Certainly my colleagues and I who represent the
Geelong region have pushed hard to get the trams in
that region. The Budget makes a further
commitment to take that vision further down the
track.
The Eastern Beach Reserve restoration that has been
funded largely by the community will be opened by
the Premier in the first week of December. The old
swimming pool was built in the early 1900s. It and
the surrounding buildings and parklands have been
restored in the style of the 19205. I am delighted that
the Premier has accepted the invitation from the
Geelong community to open this important
restoration project. This is an opportune moment to
congratulate the chairman of that project and other
chairmen who have driven the fundraising in
Geelong. The Geelong community has contributed
almost $1 million during the past two years for the
restoration. We have an inspiring and exciting group
of people who are managing the opening. We are
lucky to have their willingness and community
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spirit. This project will further complement the
government's conbibution to Deakin University and
the Gordon Institute.
The government has made a further commitment of
$5.3 million to upgrade and expand public
accommodation in Geelong, which is greatly needed
for our elderly community, for crisis
accommodation for young people, families and the
Aboriginal community.
The Budget also provides $2 million for the second
Airshow Down-under to be held in 1995 at Avalon
Airport. This is important not only for the Geelong
region but also for Victoria and the nation. It is an
international air show of excellent reputation. The
government has made a strong commitment to the
Geelong region by allocating $2 million to ensure
that the infrastructure, marketing and promotion for
the air show will enable it to be sold to the
international community. Melbourne and Geelong
will reap millions of dollars as a result of the
government's commitment to ensuring that the air
show stayed in Victoria, and more particularly in
Geelong.
The government has allocated $4.5 million for
tourism, which will provide a great opportunity for
regional Victoria. I am confident that Geelong's
tourist authority appointed by the City of Greater
Geelong will be successful in obtaining some of
those funds to enable it to market the Geelong
region as a prestigious tourist area, especially
because in seven years time Sydney will hold the
Olympic Games and Victoria will benefit from the
enormous influx of international tourists. The
government is working hard to design opportunities
to ensure that people spend a longer period in
Victoria, and Geelong wants a share of that market. I
am confident that Geelong will be able to reap the
benefits of the tourism funding so that it can market
itself as a superb tourist region.
The Otway Ranges will receive part of the $1.2
million for reafforestation. It will be part of the
long-term project to replant trees on 100 000 hectares
of degraded land each year. This will provide
enormous support to the conservation program for
the Otways, which is a unique area between Aireys
Inlet and Lorne and which runs back into farming
land. The area is vital not only for tourism but for
forest conservation.
The Budget provides for an increase of 600 in the
number of members of the Victoria Police Force by
the year 1996. The force is undermanned. The
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Geelong region has enormous problems with
vandalism and personal safety and needs better
access to police. I congratulate the Treasurer for
including that commitment in the Budget. It is
warmly accepted by Geelong.
I have outlined the commitment to capital works in
the Geelong region. I am delighted by the response
in the Geelong Advertiser, which covered the Budget
exceptionally well.
The day after the Budget was delivered the Geelong
Advertiser stated:
The State Budget had given Geelong business the "right
environment" for recovery and future investment,
Australian Chamber of Manufacturers Regional
Manager, Mr Mike O'Brien said last night. Mr O'Brien
said the Budget, combined with the government's
recently released industrial policy and news that job
advertisements have continued to rise, were all good
signs. "All of that feels encouraging. All the right things
are in place."
Mr O'Brien said the commitment of $12 million of
capital works expenditure in the region was "most
welcome". He said plans to build a $543 000
manufacturing industry training centre at the Gordon
Technical College were "very exciting for business".

The article continues:
UTAFE colleges will play a significant role in training
people for industry, far more so than in the past".

That is just one example of the support in this
Budget for regional Victoria, particularly the
Geelong region.
It was with some dismay and alarm that I read in
another article in the GeeZong Advertiser that the
honourable member for Geelong North was carping
and groaning and being his usual negative self.

Or COG HILL (Werribee) - On a point of order,
Mr Acting Speaker, the honourable member for
Geelong is clearly making adverse imputations
against the honourable member for Geelong North.
She is clearly out of order and I ask you, Sir, to
request her to withdraw the comments.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Cooper) - Order!
The honourable member for Werribee would be
aware that a request for the withdrawal of remarks
such as that has to come from the member affected.
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The honourable member for Geelong North has not
requested it, and as such there is no point of order.
Or COG HILL - On a further point of order,
Mr Acting Speaker, I respectfully suggest that the
advice that has been tendered to you does not reflect
the matter that I raised.
The ACTING SPEAKER -Order! The
honourable member for Werribee is aware that I
have ruled on that point of order. If he has a further
point of order,! will hear him, but I will not hear
him on the same point of order.
Or COGHILL - The matter on which you have
ruled, Mr Acting Speaker, related to offensive
words. The matter I raise now is in relation to
imputations against a member, and I ask you to rule
that the honourable member is out of order in
making imputations against any member, whether it
be the member raising the matter by way of pOint of
order or any other member. I suggest to you, Sir,
that Standing Order No. 108 allows any member to
draw attention to a breach of that Standing Order,
which is a different matter to a member taking
offence at certain words having been used and that
member seeking a withdrawal because of the
personal offence caused by those words.
In this case the honourable member for Geelong was
clearly in breach of Standing Order No. 108, which
says:
No member shall use offensive or unbecoming words
in relation to any member of the House and all
imputations of improper motives and all personal
reflections on members shall be deemed disorderly.

It has been the long-established custom that it is not
a requirement that the member who has been the
subject of such imputatiOns need be the person to
raise such a matter. There have been recent
precedents in this House when the Speaker has been
occupying the chair and has required members from
both sides of the House to withdraw imputations
made against other members. In those
circumstances, I ask that you, Mr Acting Speaker,
direct the honourable member for Geelong to
withdraw the imputations she has made against
another member, who, incidentally, was not present
at the time she made those imputations.

The ACTING SPEAKER - Order! The words
that have been used are words generally used in
debate on many occasions by many speakers. The
honourable member for Geelong may not wish to

717

use those words again, but I do not uphold the point
of order. I understand the sensitivity of the
honourable member for Werribee, and I am sure the
honourable member for Geelong will take that into
account in her further contribution.
Mrs HENDERSON (Geelong) - As I was saying,
when the Geelong Advertiser so clearly demonstrated
its support of the State Budget I was disappointed to
read the response of the honourable member for
Geelong North when he was asked about the
$12 million worth of capital works:
Big deal. It's the minimum they (the government) could
have possibly done for Geelong.

This Budget is a great Budget for Geelong, a great
Budget for regional Victoria and a great Budget for
the entire State. It is a Budget of courage and it is a
Budget that shows willingness to rebuild the State to
the great place it once was.
Mr SEITZ (Keilor) - I direct the attention of the
House to the effect the Budget will have on the
people of Keilor, the electorate I represent, and the
north-west area of Melbourne. I point to the fact that
the Treasurer, the Premier and members of the
government are claiming that they had no other
option with the Budget but to raise taxes and make
life even more unbearable for those people who are
less able to defend themselves and less able in
surviving in this modern society.
The government knows full well that this country
has been going through a recession, and when there
is a recession it is always the people on low incomes
that suffer the most. The government's
indiscriminate tax attack on everyone does not
differentiate between people on fixed incomes, those
who are unemployed or migrants, whom we heard
about this morning.
The report of the Western Region Commission
includes statistics on how unemployment has
affected people in the western suburbs, and one can
see that unemployment is highest among the
migrant community. Altona has a migrant
unemployment rate of 28 per cent; Essendon has a
rate of 19 per cent; Footscray has a rate of 39 per
cent; Keilor has 34 per cent; and Sunshine has 39 per
cent. The employment situation is devastating for all
people from non-English speaking backgrounds.
Those figures show that those people are really
suffering and will continue to suffer under this
Budget and the economic policies pursued by this
government and this Treasurer.
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That myth that the government had no choice with
the Budget has been taken up in the media. The fact
is that all government members must speak in
unison on that issue, and nobody from the
government side has been able to express their real
feelings about the Budget. I am sure that people in
the electorates they represent are finding it hard to
meet the extra taxes and charges that have been
imposed on them indiscriminately, particularly in
country and rural Victoria.
I well remember members of the National Party
saying during previous Budget debates how hard it
was in the country because of droughts, floods,
other natural disasters, unemployment and the
inability to sell their wheat and wool. They told the
House that country Victoria was suffering. I am sure
country people are suffering even more now
because of the extra charges and taxes, and the extra
charges on diesel fuel, but I do not hear anybody
from the government speaking up for the rural
community, particularly the farming industry,
which uses diesel fuel for agricultural activities.
Choices were not forced on the government; it made
the choices of its own volition and used the goodwill
of the media. It will get away with hitting people
who can ill afford the new taxes and charges. Some
people in Keilor cannot pay, so the council has had
to issue writs to collect the money, and that has
caused even more trauma and hardship. They come
to my office to ask what they can do, but all I can do
is say that I will bring their difficulties to the
attention of the Parliament, which is the people's
place, and hope government members and the
Treasurer will listen
This is a public forum and I should not be gagged. I
hope I will be able to say what I want to say. People
have asked me whether Ministers know the pain
they are inflicting. There is no need for this sort of
Budget; there was no need for the government to
choose to inflict this pain on Victorians.
The government has a deliberate policy of reducing
public sector employment, but when you remove
those jobs - 45 000 job losses in the public sector
alone - you put fear into everybody.
Small country towns rely on the local teachers, who
help to keep the shops and the doctors and the
dentists going. They have a secure income and most
towns rely on it. Teaching jobs bring stability to the
economy of a small town. I am amazed that
government backbenchers are quiet on those issues.
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Farmers in my electorate are in great difficulty. On
Monday I was invited to tour the local market
gardens, and I saw the hardship caused by the
recent floods and the difficulties they face just trying
to survive. They do not need extra taxes and
charges. Their holdings are small and they have to
be efficient and economical to survive. The floods
have added an extra burden, but the Budget does
not take those sorts of things into consideration; nor
does it take into consideration the establislunent of a
retarding basin on the Maribyrnong River. Those
small farmers should take legal action against the
government for negligence, because the only thing
that will solve the problem is a retarding basin on
the river. It will protect people downriver.
The previous Liberal government boasted about
satellite cities like Sunbury, but no thought was
given to the rainwater run-off into the open drains
that feed into the Maribyrnong River. Had the area
been open farmland the rain would not have run off
but would have soaked through the soil, which
would have eased the flooding. The housing
development upstream added to the flood in the
Maribyrnong River, and embankments will not help.
No thought has been given to the experts at
Melbourne Water who have said that the only
solution is a retarding basin. Again, the government
has shown no support for the community. The
livelihood of the market gardeners in Keilor has
been ruined. Some farmers have lost up to 15 metres
of the land they work because the floods took all the
topsoil, and they will not be able to plant crops this
year.
The Budget does not consider reducing the debt. The
government has borrowed to sack people, although
the program is called redundancy or early
retirement. The government has convinced the
public that Victoria is in debt when in fact it is not.
Previous speakers for the opposition have pointed
out that when you examine the Budget you can
almost see a surplus. By clever manipulation of the
figures - depending on which column you put
them in to demonstrate the position of the State's
finances - you can continue the myth that the State
is broke.
The government has chosen to continue to
encourage our young people to go interstate to seek
their fortunes. Young people believe the government
when it says through the media that Victoria is
insolvent and that people must leave. The State is far
from broke.
Mr Finn - Come on, George!
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The SPEAKER -Order! The honourable
member for Tullamarine is a persistent and habitual
interjector. I will take action against him if he
continues.
Mr SEITZ - There is no need for high taxes to
continue. It is unfair and unjustified. People are
being asked to pay equally, whether or not they can
afford it and whatever their income is. That is the
biggest burden on my electorate. Some people in
St Albans have never had the opportunity to learn
English, so they do not understand why they are
being punished. They cannot read everything that is
printed. They cannot read between the lines.
That is what the Treasurer's ideological standpoint
means for the people of Victoria. They cannot afford
to pay the extra charges. The problem is not only the
$100 deficit levy but also the increased gas,
electricity, water and other fixed costs of
maintaining a home. Many people work all their
lives to payoff their homes, and they hope to enjoy
it in their twilight years. The Treasurer is destroying
it all. Elderly people, in particular, see no joy ahead
for themselves.
House adjourned 6.30 p.m. until 8.6 p.m.

Mr SEITZ - Prior to the suspension of the sitting
I was talking about the plight of market gardeners
and the elderly in my electorate. The government
says it had no option but to cut funding for the
employment of kindergarten teachers, a move that
affects young families. There seems to be a
contradiction: while the Federal government is
trying to assist young families, the Victorian
government is withdrawing funding from them,
particularly at the kindergarten and school levels.
The government need not have made the choices in
the way it did. Its actions have been ideologically
driven by the Treasurer and, perhaps, the executive
government - because the backbench has certainly
had no say in or been consulted about the
formulation of the Budget. When in opposition, the
Liberal Party was saying the executive had too much
power in government, but now that it is in
government it does not seem to hold that view. It is
introducing cuts that are hurting the people of
Victoria.
As a result of the cuts in kindergarten funding
young children will miss out on getting a proper
educational foundation. Countries around the world
are trying to give children a proper start in life
through training processes. However in Victoria we
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seem to be going back to the Dark Ages. The
government is removing the opportunities for the
education and social development of young
children; therefore it is hindering them in the
development of motor, oratory and observation
skills.
All those things are needed in this modern
sophisticated society in order to survive and to make
Australia and Victoria leaders in the South Pacific
region. We have read that Victoria is slipping back
in a number of areas. Therefore the government
should be doing its utmost to maintain educational
facilities, teacher staffing levels and morale of the
people who educate the children that we entrust to
them rather than demoraliSing them through Budget
cuts and threatening their jobs. Nobody is secure: if
people take holidays or long service leave, they do
not know whether they will have jobs when they
return.
There is concern about which schools will close and
which will remain open. It is setting community
against community, and town against town.
Sometimes it is even setting family against family
because one family's children attend one school and
another's children attend another. There is almost a
civil war out there, which has been created by the
government and its Budget.
The people of Keilor and I do not agree with the
government's actions. Many people have
approached me and expressed their concern about
the attacks on kindergartens in growth areas like
Keilor, where there is a great need for services. There
is a need for an increase in the number of
kindergarten sessions rather than a reduction. In
particular there is a need for longer sessions and
more opportunities for recent arrivals to the
community from non-English speaking
backgrounds; the children need interaction at the
earliest opportunity so that they do not end up in
prep or first grade without having been exposed to
the English language. That can be a handicap to
learning.
I do not agree with the government's Budget
strategy and I urge the government, and particularly
the executive government, to reconsider those issues
because there is no need to threaten to reduce
services in this area, as it is doing in the child
protection area. I do not know whether the Minister
for Community Services is now prepared to meet
with the key bodies involved in child protection
services. In a civilised world like ours it is important
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that we provide all the funding and resources we
can for child protection.
Capital works are needed for the schools in my area.
The Treasurer referred to the Taylors Lake
Secondary College, but other schools in my
electorate need funding because they are located in a
growth area which is full of young families. The
Kealba Secondary College, which was built as a
library in the days of the Bolte government, needs
further funds for urgent upgrading so that it can
provide much-needed educational services in that
part of the world. The Kealba and Taylors Lakes
secondary colleges will not close because they
service so many young families living in the Keilor
electorate.
Another school in my electorate is the Kings Park
Secondary College, which now has a senior campus.
I hope the secondary college will remain open, as it
was one of the first schools to become a senior
college in Victoria. The school also needs financial
support and not government cutbacks so that a high
level of education and a high retention rate of
students are maintained in the area. The former
Labor government was able to sustain high rates of
retention, especially for girls. A high retention rate is
important for the economy and the community
because, as the Premier is always saying, children
are tomorrow's leaders. I hope he remembers that
children need education so that they can compete
and become the leaders of Victoria.
Mr Gude - That was your view; you agree with
it.
Mr SEITZ - There are alternatives to the
squeezes being made by the government's
draconian measures. The government is ringbarking
almost every person at an economic level. Any
person on a fixed income is being made to pay. The
State deficit levy should have been abolished. The
Budget is not a reflection of the dire straits as
portrayed by the Treasurer in the second-reading
speech, because the financial state of Victoria is
much healthier than we are led to believe.
The government again wants to reduce public
transport services. I refute that proposal on public
safety grounds. Even today's press points out that
the spread of graffiti is on the rise because fewer
staff are at stations to control it. As a result fewer
people are using the public transport system. In the
long term it will cost more money to repair the
damage and eventually no-one will want to use
public transport. People are already scared of what
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may happen to them if they use trains or trams. I call
on the government to consider this situation. There
is no need to reduce public transport services
drastically because the Budget can afford it - it is
only a matter of restructuring the Budget - just as
there is no need to reduce the number of public
servants. Public servants have produced a stable
economy in most areas.
The reduction of train and tram services will mean
that young families in the outer metropolitan
suburbs, particularly in satellite cities such as
Melton, Sunbury and Werribee, will no longer have
satisfactory train services. It isolates those families,
and their children have little access to jobs and
educational facilities because it makes it more
difficult and expensive for them to commute to the
city. Only recently a young woman in my electorate
told me how she had to travel 2 hours to and from
the university she studied at each day - that is, 4
hours each day - because there were no direct
transport links to connect her to the educational
institution she attends.
The Western Ring-road, the bypass and the Domain
tunnel - projects all planned by the previous
government and promoted by the Premier before the
election - must go ahead and must have priority.
The petrol tax was introduced so that these services
could be improved.
It is incumbent on the State Treasurer and the State
government to work with the Federal government
because, after all, Australia is one nation. It is not
appropriate for the State government to continually
put more financial burdens on the Federal
government by retrenching more people and
reducing services. When I visited New Zealand
recently I noticed that that country had hidden
unemployment. Unemployed people should be
registered in each State because Australia is not like
New Zealand; the State should be able to afford
them, and so should the Federal government.

Instead of building one nation the Premier would
prefer the Federal government to look after all of
those people he has put on the breadline. The
Federal government is looking after all Australians. I
am amazed at the hue and cry about the further
taxes imposed by the Federal government,
particularly on wine. I was brought up to
understand that the average Australian was a beer
drinker and not a wine drinker because the average
Australian family could not afford wine.
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We have a responsibility to lift not only the State but
the whole country, and to help the Federal
government to overcome the recession. Looking
after all Australians includes all Victorians, not just
helping the haves at the expense of the have-nots. So
far the government has demonstrated that if you do
not get on top of the ladder, too bad. Those who
cannot climb the ladder can sleep in drains and
tunnels; the homeless do not matter. No effort has
been made in this Budget to help homeless children.
As an honourable member said in an earlier debate
on ethnic communities, young people need bricks
and mortar. This Budget does not provide a great
deal of funding for community buildings or projects
for homeless youth, disabled people and others on
low incomes. Those people are concerned about
what the government and the Parliament are doing.
They deserve their say.

The economic strategy of this government is not
reaching the people most in need, those who are just
above the poverty level, and they are in that position
because of the actions of the government.

All I can say to my constituents is that I have raised
this issue in the hope that the Treasurer will pay
some attention, even though it looks as though he is
running the ideological economics of this State at an
executive level. The government backbenchers dare
not speak up. At least Federal government
backbenchers spoke out against what they thought
was wrong. If government members did that, they
would have their heads bitten off.

The Borrowing and Investment Powers Act 1987
provides modem borrowing, financial and
investment powers to public authorities and
superannuation funds. The Act also provides the
basis of a prudential framework for supervising and
monitoring the borrowing and investment activities
of authorities through the investment management
guidelines and the debt management guidelines
issued by the Treasurer under the Act.

This Budget has no compassion. It has no regard for

The Act sets out a series of borrowing and
investment powers and powers which enable
authorities and superannuation funds to manage
their assets and liabilities against market risks.
Under the Act specific powers are allocated to
authorities and superannuation funds consistent
with the scope of their activities.

the needs of people and it contains no social equity.
That is why it is dangerous for my constituents who
have a working-class background. In a dormitory
suburb such as Keilor there are few employment
opportunities because the area has no big industries.
The people who live in the area work in service
industries and have to travel elsewhere for their
jobs. They need public transport at all hours from
Keilor Downs, Taylors Lakes and King Park, because
it is too expensive to run two cars. Most families try
to survive with one car; one parent stays home while
the other one is out working and when the first
parent comes home the other goes out to a part-time
job, if it is available.
Part-time work is slowly drying up because the
spending power of the community is decreasing.
Once people on fixed incomes went shopping on
pension day and perhaps at other times during the
week, and on those days shopkeepers employed
casual staff to cope with the rush. But pensioners
now have to be careful with their money and they
do not shop as often as they used to, so the casual
jobs are no longer available.

Debate adjourned on motion of Mr SANDON
(Carrum).

Debate adjourned until later this day.

BORROWING AND INVESTMENT
POWERS (AMENDMENT) BILL
Second reading
Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer) - I move:
That this Bill be now read a second time.

The Borrowing and Investment Powers
(Amendment) Bill:
extends the coverage of the Act to include the
Country Fire AuthOrity, the Director of Housing,
the Metropolitan Fire Brigades Authority and the
Port of Melbourne Authority;
increases the debt limit of the Melbourne Water
Corporation from $3.7 billion to $4 billion;
revises the schedules to the Act which set out the
powers of the authorities;
provides a mechanism whereby the water boards
can progressively be brought under the Act; and
enacts guarantee and indemnity provisions which
replace the provisions in the Victorian Economic
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Development Corporation Act. The Rural Finance
(VEDC) Bill which is being introduced into
Parliament in the current sittings contains clauses
which will repeal the Victorian Economic
Development Corporation Act.
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Debate adjourned on motion of Mr SANDON
(Carrum).
Debate adjourned until Wednesday, 13 October.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
When the original Borrowing and Investment
Powers Bill was introduced authorities that were
considered to be urgently in need of improvements
to their financial powers were included under the
legislation. Since 1987 the coverage of the Act has
been extended. The authorities included under the
Borrowing and Investment Powers Act in the
current round of amendments are those which have
debt portfolios in excess of $25 million and need
access to instruments by which they can manage
their exposure to interest rates.
The government is currently restructuring the
non-Budget sector water boards with the intention
of improving the efficiencies of these boards. As
these boards are restructured, it is intended to bring
those boards with large debt portfolios and which
need to actively manage their interest rate exposure
under the Borrowing and Investment Powers Act.
Melbourne Water's debt level is just under its
current limit of $3.7 billion. Although Melbourne
Water has a policy of funding its capital works
program from its revenues and does not have an
Australian Loan Council borrowing allocation for
the current financial year, it needs to have sufficient
flexibility to manage its intra-year cash flow. For that
reason, the Bill increases Melbourne Water's debt
limit.
The guarantee and indemnity powers, which are
modelled on those currently in the Victorian
Economic Development Corporation Act, will give
the Treasurer power to execute guarantees,
covenants and indemnities which assist in the
development of an industry or a class of industry in
Victoria. A separate Bill, the Rural Finance (VEOC
Abolition) Bill, which has been introduced in the
House, contains provisions which will repeal the
Victorian Economic Development Corporation Act.
Guidelines which will govern both the content of
applications and the manner in which those
applications are assessed have been developed. The
guidelines are intended to ensure that guarantees
and indemnities are given only for the purposes of
the Act and that applications are assessed in a
prudent and responsible manner.
I commend the Bill to the House.

Mr BRUMBY (Leader of the Opposition) - I
wish to make a' personal explanation. Today the
Premier said in the House that a meeting took place
after question time yesterday at which he claimed I
spoke to the shadow Attorney-General, the
honourable member for Melbourne, regarding
yesterday'S question time. The Premier told the
House that the honourable members for Bundoora
and Sunshine were also at that meeting. The
Premier's statement to Parliament is a fabrication
and is totally untrue. No such meeting took place
and no such conversation took place.

APPROPRIATION (1993-94, No. 1) BILL
Second reading
Debate resumed from earlier this day; motion of
Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer).
Mr SAND ON (Carrum) - In my opening
remarks I shall look at the Budget in total and also
examine its impact on my electorate. I shall then
concentrate on my shadow portfolio responsibilities
in education.
When examining a Budget one looks at the
government's philosophies and the implications
flowing from those philosophies. The philosophy
behind this Budget is to dismantle the public sector.
The government will continue to increase taxes and
charges, which will affect the level of
unemployment and debt. The Premier has said
many times that the former Labor government did
not address the issues that are now being addressed
by the government. However, the Premier has failed
to address the very issues that he accused the former
Labor government of not addressing. The Treasurer
is ignoring the level of unemployment and the
increasing level of debt. He is significantly
increasing taxes.
The level of unemployment will rise by
approximately 10 per cent. Budget sector debt will
increase by 35 per cent, from $18.2 billion in 1992 to
$24.6 billion in 1996. Taxes and charges have
increased by approximately 19 per cent. The
Treasurer is condemned for failing to address these
significant issues.
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I am particularly concerned that the education
system is being emasculated. Victoria proudly led
the way in education for many years, yet this Budget
continues the dismantling of Victoria's once
excellent education system. In my electorate office I
keep a chart that tabulates the changes that affect the
bayside suburbs I represent. Daily living costs have
risen Significantly. The Kennett government has
increased the taxes and charges for gas, electricity
and water. It has introduced drainage fees and the
State deficit levy. Railway stations are urunanned,
yet the cost of using public transport has increased.
Cars are more expensive to run because petrol and
registration costs have gone up. Hospital services
have been hit hard by ward closures, staff cuts and
reduced occupancy rates, despite increased waiting
lists.
The Chelsea Community Health Centre has suffered
a $75 000 reduction in its budget, which means that
people will pay more for health services whether or
not they can afford it. Opportunities for children
have been dashed. The fees for kindergartens have
been increased, putting them out of reach for many
families. It is now a privilege to attend kindergarten,
not an essential part of a child's education. The
government has closed Aspendale Technical School
without community consultation. Bonbeach Primary
School faces closure as a result of the work of the
quality provision task force. The funding of colleges
of tedmical and further education has been reduced
and fees have increased.
The government is not concerned about the senior
citizens of the State. People on fixed incomes face a
higher cost of living, which makes life much harder
for them. Free public transport during Senior
Citizens Week has been abolished. Hardworking
community groups such as citizens advice bureaus
have had their government grants withdrawn.
Despite the increased services they are providing
their futures are in doubt because of reduced
funding. Yet the Premier said during the election
campaign that no Victorian would be worse off
under a Uberal government! The average family
will pay increased taxes of apprOximately
19 per cent, which is $1000 in a full year. That
exposes the sham of the Budget and illustrates why
the Treasurer stands condemned.
The strategic objectives of the Budget are to reduce
the size and scope of government. Approximately
$2 billion has been borrowed to fund voluntary
departure packages for 35 000 Victorians. The
government is increasing the level of debt to put
more people on the unemployment queues!
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Inevitably people accepting departure packages will
require assistance from the Federal Department of
Social Security. The government is transferring its
responsibilities onto the Federal government. The $2
billion should have been used to fund infrastructure
development such as roads and education facilities.
All honourable members are aware of major projects
that are vital to the quality of life of all Victorians.
The government should be improving the camp site
while it has the chance because there are many
capital works projects that would improve the lot of
all Victorians.
Unfortunately, the economic rationalist view
adopted by the government is that the public sector
must be reduced and government expenditure must
be significantly lowered so that the marketplace has
free rein. That is best illustrated by the education
budget. In August 1992 Des Moore from the
Institute of Public Affairs predicted that more than
6000 teachers would be cut from the Teaching
Service and that 200 schools would close. The
Budget continues that trend and already 4000
teachers have accepted voluntary departure
packages. The Budget will attempt to reduce the
Teaching Service by a further 2600 teachers, which
means that more teachers will have left the service
than was predicted by Des Moore. On the one hand
the Minister for Education says that he is not closing
schools, but on the other hand he announces that
more than 100 schools will close! The predictions of
Mr Moore have come to pass. The government is
continuing to close schools and reduce the number
of teachers, all of which will have a dramatic impact
on the quality of education in Victoria.
The Budget Papers are significant because they
show where education is heading. An examination
of the departmental budget planning allocations in
Budget Paper No. 2 shows a continuing reduction in
outlays for education for the years 1993-94 to
1995-96. Despite the government's saying that the
cuts in the education budget will continue only until
the 1994-95 financial year, the Budget Papers show
that the cuts will continue beyond that time. Some
$3.322 billion was spent on education in the 1992-93
financial year, and that is projected to fall to $2.841
billion by 1995-96, a cut of $428 million.
It is not true to say that cuts in education outlays
will not continue beyond the time specified by both
the Treasurer and the Minister for Education. The
Budget Papers are illuminating, especially when you
consider the Minister's statement that over the next
two years spending on education will be reduced by
$145 million. The actual outlays for 1992-93 can be
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compared with those estimated for 1993-94 -both
the actual and estimated figures are contained in
Budget Paper No. 3.
By adding the figures contained in Program Nos
232, 234, 237 and 238 you are able to get an accurate
picture of what has been spent and what will be
spent on primary and secondary schools. The figures
show that the cuts in this financial year amount to
$140 million - and I confirmed that with
departmental officers during a briefing on the
Budget last Monday. By far the majority of the
cuts -$140 million -will be made this year. If the
Minister and the government are to be believed, next
year's funding will be cut by only $5 million - but
the estimates in the Budget Papers show the cuts
will continue beyond the next two years.
The best way to determine the extent of the cuts in
the education budget is to calculate the percentage
of the total education budget dedicated to
expenditure on primary and secondary schools,
which at present stands at between 75 and 76 per
cent. If that continues beyond next year, there will be
further cuts of approximately $216 million. It is
incumbent on the Treasurer and the Minister for
Education to explain the extent of the cuts. Officers
of the Directorate of School Education were unable
to explain the extent of the cuts.
The figures show that the Department of the
Treasury is nmning education and that the
education cuts will continue beyond the time
specified by the Minister for Education. The Minister
has broken another promise - and that is but one of
38 major promises the Minister has broken during
the past 12 months. The continuation of the cuts
beyond the time specified further demonstrates that
the Minister cannot be trusted to keep his
commitments. As I said earlier today, despite the
Minister's promise that no more schools would be
closed, he recently announced the closure of a
further 100.
I believe some of the assumptions underlying the
school closures reflect the Treasurer's views not
those of the Minister for Education. In April the
Treasurer earmarked small rural schools for closure;
he said the State had too many schools and to
support his claim developed a formula showing the
number of schools per kilometre. It is clear that the
Treasurer has been the driving force behind the cuts.
That has never been more evident than the
Treasurer's attempts in recent times to defend the
indefensible by claiming that the dramatic decline in
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expenditure is necessary to improve the quality of
education!
Anybody who is involved in education knows that
is not the case. One of my greatest disappointments
has been to contrast the rhetoric of both the
Treasurer and the Minister for Education with the
consequences of their decisions. The increases in
class sizes, the dropping of programs that formed an
integral part of school curriculums such as
computer, art and library programs, the
discontinuation of programs for gifted children, the
lack of availability of reading-recovery programs,
and the cancellation of interschool sports have been
disheartening for all concerned. Because of the
volume of correspondence on the effects of the cuts I
have received from people living in both
metropolitan Melbourne and country areas I have
never been more aware of the implications of the
cuts.
The Treasurer has made plain his view that small
rural schools cannot provide quality education. But I
have visited those schools; I have seen how they
work. I have sat down with teachers and students
and seen for myself what the government is doing to
quality education. It is simply not true to say that
small rural schools do not provide quality
education. I wish my children had had the chance to
attend one of those small rural schools because of
the care and attention that they provide. Learning
disabilities and other difficulties are discovered
much earlier than they are in larger schools. The cuts
will have a deleterious impact on the quality of
education.
I shall examine in some detail the record of the
Minister for Education over the past 12 months
because it is a year of shame, a year of broken
promises for which he should be condemned. The
past 12 months have demonstrated that Victoria has
an education Minister who does not understand
what is going on; who is unaware of the
implications of his decisions; who will not sit down
and talk to parents and teachers; and who, when he
agrees to attend meetings, has to have the questions
sent to him beforehand.
The extent of his preparedness to consult is also
evident in his attitude to the quality provision task
forces. The first promise the Minister broke was his
promise to consult those affected by the changes
proposed by the government and to listen to the
views of the community expressed through such
vehicles as the task forces. Yet we know that
members of those task forces were not allowed to
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report back to their school communities. The
communities became involved only at the end of the
process when the decisions had already been made
by the Directorate of School Education at the
direction of the Minister. The first promise the
Minister broke was that the quality provision task
forces would be vehicles for consultation.
Last November the Minister for Education said that
there would be no more cuts after the $200 million.
He also said in the Age and on radio, '''There will be
no more big hits in education". I have copies of the
transcript He made such comments on a number of
occasions. We all know that was not true because in
April this year further cuts of $145 million were
made. Those cuts in education outlays and
aggregates will continue until 1996. The second
broken promise was that there would be no more
big hits in the education budget.
The third promise was that money would be
ploughed back into education. Page 11 of the
Treasurer's speech states that according to the
capital works strategy only some of the hmds would
be ploughed back. Yet the Minister said all the hmds
would be ploughed back. His own Treasurer has cut
him off at the knees. When that was pointed out to
the Minister he confirmed that in future years 50 per
cent of hmds would be ploughed back into
education. Given that there have been so many other
broken promises one has to question whether one
can trust the Minister to deliver. The Minister also
said in a recent interview with Ranald Macdonald
on ABC radio station 3LO that he met with all the
task forces. I have a copy of the transcript. Although
the Minister said he met with 249 task forces, I have
correspondence from task force chairmen saying
they have never met him.
On 21 January this year the Minister broke a promise
that no further changes would be made to staffing
allocations. Mr Spring's memorandum No. 743
significantly changes staffing ratios. For rural
schools it means reductions in staffing levels of up to
50 per cent. In January this year the Minister said:
I don't see 1993 as a year of industrial confrontation.
1993 is the year in which we will establish a
partnership with teachers ...

Nothing could be farther from the truth about his
approach and his style. The Minister refuses to talk
to legitimate interest groups. He refuses to take
notice of what they say and he is selective about the
organisations to which he listens.
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The Minister has also denied a plan to slash 5000
teacher positions. We know 4000 positions have
already gone. The Minister wants to target another
2600. That is another broken promise! He has
constantly said that the quality provision task forces
were not about saving money. Yet at a meeting in
Ballarat Mr de Fegely in the other place said that the
motivation behind the quality provision task forces
was to save money. The Minister has been exposed
by members of his own back bench. The Minister
made a commitment that schools not involved in the
Schools of the Future program would not be
disadvantaged. That has not happened. Schools that
have not registered have faced discrimination. The
Minister is off-side with the principals union
because of that specific issue. Principals stood up to
the Minister and showed their opposition to his
discrimination.
The Minister also promised that the government
would continue the rural housing program to attract
teachers to rural Victoria. The Budget reveals that
the government plans to sell most of the $140 million
worth of government houses. That is another broken
promise!
The Minister also promised to enhance the
professional development of teachers, yet we know
the budget was significantly cut in that area. Day
after day as one goes through page after page of the
Budget one learns that the Minister has not kept his
word. He has not maintained the consultation
process in education. Education in the State was a
partnership of parents, principals and teacher
organisations. The Minister is selective about whom
he meets and with whom he addresses education
issues. That is disappointing.
While I do not always agree with organisations
involved in the education area, the fact is that they
have a legitimate right to be involved and to express
their views. A wise Minister would listen to those
views and take cognisance of them. But not this
Minister. He is continuing to ensure that school
closures take place. Nothing could be worse than his
litany of broken promises and the so-called quality
provision task forces where school communities
were pitted against each other in a divisive manner.
That process has created enormous difficulties in our
education communities, especially rural
communities. Many who entered the discussions to
try to enhance the quality of education did not
appreciate the extent to which they were duped.
Last week the quality provision task forces had to
submit their reports, but three times in a week the
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rules were changed.. On Monday they received faxes
"saying that small schools would not receive clerical
assistance. On Tuesday they received faxes saying
that they would. On Wednesday they received
further faxes saying that schools with fewer than 21
students would not receive clerical assistance unless
they were annexed. There cannot be a genuine
public process when the rules keep changing.
The Minister should be condemned for his actions.
Many of the quality provision task forces were
looking to work together and pool their resources
only to find that either decisions had been made
prior to their deliberations or Significant changes
were made during their deliberations.
The worst aspect for those involved was the way in
which the staffing formulas were changed. You,
Mr Acting Speaker, know the implications for your
electorate. I certainly know the implications for
mine. That sort of disruption to the quality of
education should not occur in the middle of
discussions about Significant staff reductions. In
1992 a Significant reduction in staffing numbers took
place. On top of that further reductions are to be
made through this process. The inevitable outcome
will be an increase in class sizes and further
reductions in programs for students.
The bottom line is the impact on students. We have
not had from the Minister a focus and concentration
on what is in the best interests of students. The
Budget has been driven by the Treasurer. It has
taken money out of the education system so that the
extent of public expenditure on education is
reduced, but the Treasurer has not considered how
the value of education in the State can be enhanced.
Mr E. R. SMITH (Glen Waverley) - I am
delighted to be able to contribute to the debate
tOnight and to support the Treasurer in bringing
down the Budget. We have heard a number of
interesting speeches tonight from members on both
sides of the House, but one interesting aspect of the
debate is the criticism that has been levelled at the
Budget by the opposition. It is the usual socialist
criticism of envy because socialism is the politics of
envy: seeing something that is good, being envious
of it, wanting to have it but knocking it in every
possible way. In all contributions to the debate so far
this afternoon we have heard carping criticism and,
in particular, the criticism of envy. That is what the
opposition is all about.
It is interesting that we have heard a number of

opposition members speak on unemployment. The
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Budget has been criticised because it is supposed to
increase unemployment, as the honourable member
for Carrum said. The honourable member for Yan
Yean said that the Budget would not affect
unemployment because so many Victorians were
going to Queensland and would be taken into the
unemployment pool there. He was in Queensland
recently and was able to attest to this significant fact.
Again opposition members are in conflict with each
other.
It is also interesting that the honourable member for

Keilor used the line of the new temporary Leader of
the Opposition. How temporary he is I do not know,
but earlier he was suggesting that taxes ought to be
reduced. As all honourable members are aware,
when the government came to office the Labor Party
had left us with debt and liabilities exceeding
$70 billion.
Mr Phillips -How much?
Mr E. R. SMITH -It was $70 billion. That
contrasts with the figure of $15 billion, which was
the debt and liabilities left by the previous Liberal
government in 1982 - more than four times the
current amount. The opposition suggests that we
should reduce taxes, but the government has not
even reached that stage. To start with it has to pay
off the enormous debt left by those who, when in
government, had a bottomless-pit mentality, as I call
it. They had no experience in business and
management but were always very good at
spending other people's money.
For the past 10 years in Victoria we have had a
demonstration of a Labor government out of control
and lacking the moral courage to put the brakes on
when it needed to. It had no will and no desire to do
so. As the honourable member for Williamstown
said soon after the last election, the Labor
government had no will or desire to face the
problem that the State had to face, the enormous
debt. The honourable member for Keilor and the
temporary Leader of the Opposition say that we
should now be reducing taxes. They obviously have
no idea about management of other people's money.
The Budget is part of the economic package that was
outlined by the Treasurer in his two statements of
October last year and April this year. It is designed
to restore the economy to prosperity and to restore
confidence and opportunity to the levels that
applied before the Labor Party came to office, before
its 10 years of mismanagement, maladministration
and in some cases complete negligence, ruined the
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financial base of the economy. We have to take this
into account when we begin to discuss what the
Budget is about.
In restoring confidence the Treasurer did not have
an easy task due to the deep effects of the recession
caused by the Labor Party and its economic
incompetence. Despite this legacy of debt, deceit and
overspending, in the past 12 months the Treasurer
has attacked his mammoth task with what I consider
to be a great deal of zeal. The Treasurer has given
hope to the economy, to those people out there who
are struggling. Even though the government has not
turned the situation around, we are beginning to see
that there could be a turn in our fortunes.

Let us consider the overspending witnessed in the 10
years of Labor mismanagement. This matter was
addressed by the Treasurer in his two economic
statements. He outlined in great detail where the
chronic overspending occurred. The Australian
Labor Party did not and still does not understand
the first thing about responsible economic
management. It let the economy blowout because it
did not have the necessary moral courage to make
the hard decisions. The Labor government was too
weak to say no to any of the demands of its pressure
groups because at that time it was governing not in
the interests of the people of Victoria but in the
interests of its trade union mates. It was allowing
union power to erode its confidence and later to
erode any ability it had to manage the economy
successfully.
Under the current Treasurer's guidance the
government has made the hard decisions that need
to be taken to restore Victoria to the pOSition it
deserves. He has given us hope. It is also interesting
to note the number of speakers from the opposition
who spoke about the promises made by the coalition
in the lead-up to the election. I am sure that the
Treasurer was careful to avoid making any wild
promises like those made by the Cain government in
1988.
The famous promise of the then Premier, the
Honourable John Cain, was that there would not be
another dollar rise - "not a dollar more" was the
phrase used at the time. The current Treasurer went
to endless lengths to ensure that he did not make
such a commitment because that would have been
irresponsible. I see that the honourable member for
Yan Yean nods his head.
We saw that same sort of irresponsibility by the
Prime Minister in the lead-up to the recent Federal
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election. He was fond of making promises that made
the difference in the marginal seats and returning
the Labor Party to office. But the same people to
whom he made those promises are now changing
their tune. It can be seen in today's Australian that
they are changing their tune on the subject of the
republic. In spite of what people's views might be
about a republic, according to the Newspoll figures
on the front page of the Australian, in July 46 per
cent supported Australia becoming a republic
against 36 per cent who were against the proposal,
and 18 per cent were uncommitted. In September
the proportion of people in favour had fallen to 39
per cent, those against had risen to 44 percent, with
those uncommitted at 17 per cent.
That is not only a poll on the Prime Minister's ability
to talk the people of Australia into a republic; it is a
general poll on the stocks of the Labor Party
throughout Australia. I am sure that same trend
would be shown today except that the percentage of
uncommitted would be swinging to a large degree,
perhaps putting us over the 50 per cent mark. The
present Prime Minister and the temporary Leader of
the Opposition have lost the confidence of the
Australian people because all they have done is tell
lies - incredible lies.
Mr Haermeyer interjected.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Weideman) Order! The honourable member will not interject
from out of his place.
Mr E. R. SMITH - Government members are
extremely proud that the Treasurer has acted to stop
the fiddles, the shonky deals, the off-Budget
financing, the dishonesty and the deception found in
Labor Budgets. I remind honourable members that
in 1988 the former Labor Premier, John Cain said,
"not a dollar more".
Mr Haermeyer interjected.
Mr E. R. SMITH - I take up the interjection; the
current Treasurer went to endless lengths because he
knew that when he came into government stringent
and hard measures would need to be taken to turn
the economy around. The people of Victoria also
appreciated that. The Treasurer did not have to
make the type of cheap promises made in 1988 by
the former Premier and earlier this year by the
current Prime Minister. That is demonstrated by the
numbers in this House - 61 to 27! If that does not
make sense to the honourable member for Yan Yean,
nothing will!
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I commend the Treasurer for bringing down an
honest Budget. In their usual carping way
opposition members, who are envious of anything
that is successful, have criticised the Budget as being
dishonest. I take the opposite view. Unlike the
previous government, the current government has
nothing to hide from the Australian Loan Council.
We are not trying to stretch the limits with the type
of accelerated borrowings and various other pieces
of economic trickery used by the previous
government.
The integrity of the Treasurer means that for the first
time in many years Victorians can be sure that what
they see in the Budget is really what is there. The
government is so certain that its Budget will stand
up to scrutiny that it is prepared to allow it to be
debated in Parliament. The former government
deliberately timed its last Budget to coincide with
the election so that it would not have to debate it in
this House. U that is not deception, I do not know
what is. The current government has brought in its
Budget in the normal way - normal for everyone
except the Labor Party!
The current Treasurer was not afraid that in
delivering his Budget speech he would mislead
Parliament because he was certain that there was
nothing hidden and no element of deception in the
1993-94 Budget. I am pleased to note that the Budget
reverses several of Labor's funny money financing
schemes. The Budget provides for a rebate of almost
$1.4 billion that the former government ''borrowed''
from public sector superannuation funds. That
money has now been repaid.
The Treasurer is also to be commended for bringing
forward interest payments into the year in which
they fall due. Unlike the previous government, we
will no longer defer interest payments as a form of
budgetary deception. The government is no longer
deferring $24 million in grants to non-government
schools. Perhaps the Labor government did that in
the hope that that particular problem for them
would simply go away! Through this Budget, the
Treasurer and the government are bringing back
hope to the people of Victoria who are engaged in
small and large businesses and who are now
prepared to risk their capital. The honourable
members for Malvern and Geelong gave details of
good news stories. We never hear any of those
stories from opposition members - they are not
interested! The politics of socialist envy does not
allow that to happen.
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What about the future? Not only is the Budget the
most honest Budget to have been brought down in
the past 10 years, it is also the most responsible.
FollOWing previous economic statements of the
Treasurer and the excellent 1992-93 Budget result
there is now a small light at the end of the tunnel.
Over the next three years I believe there will be a
turnaround of $2 billion in the current account.
The current account deficit for 1992-93 of $1.14
billion was substantially better than was predicted
in the August final estimates. A saving of a further
$730 million will be achieved in 1993-94 and 1994-95
through a managed program of work force
reductions. Positive action is being taken to restore
the State's finances for the future. The government's
main aim is to restore Australia's AAA credit rating
as a measure of confidence in the government's
ability to run the economy.
Mr Haermeyer - That will be the day!
Mr E. R. SMITH - I take up the interjection of
the honourable member for Yan Yean, who says that
that will be the day. During the government's first
week in office Victoria's credit rating was
downgraded, not because of anything it had done
but because the overseas credit rating agencies had
made an assessment based on the incompetence,
maladministration and negligence of the former
Laborgovernment.
The Budget also provides a large boost to capital
works, with a strong emphasis on infrastructure
investment. That may be contrasted with the
performance of the former government, which ran
down the State's capital base and used and abused
the State's borrowing capacity for recurrent
expenditure. So beholden were members of the
Labor government to their Labor Party mates for
preselection that they were governing in the
interests of union officials rather than on behalf of
the people of Victoria.
The government's philosophy is that borrowings
should be used to fund only projects for the future,
not for recurrent programs or day-to-day spending.
The Budget contains several initiatives that reflect
that philosophy. The first is an allocation of an
additional $225 million for new projects, $75 million
of which is to be spent this year.
The second initiative is the transfer of maintenance
and other recurrent costs out of the capital account
and into the current account. The third is greater
attention by the Budget and Expenditure Review
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Subcommittee of Cabinet to the capital budgeting
process. The fourth is the allocation of some gaming
machine and casino revenue to capital projects. The
final initiative is the use of the Better Roads levy for
significant new roads projects, unlike the Federal
government's petrol tax rip off, under which funds
go to consolidated revenue - it is just another tax
which provides no benefit whatever to the electorate!
The Budget contains a number of initiatives for the
improvement of exports. The first is an increase of
$4.5 million to promote Victoria as a tourist
destination overseas. The second is a pilot program
to provide short-term subsidies to new exporters to
employ export managers. The third is research into
the establishment of two new Victorian government
business offices in Asia.
Recently when I was in the United Kingdom I
discovered that although we place emphasis on
promoting Victoria with high profile agencies the
real business is done with small local travel agents.
We must ensure that the message about Victoria is
getting through to those travel agents. A travel agent
in Bath told me that when he advises people to visit
Australia - many more visitors from the United
Kingdom spend a lot longer in Australia than do
Japanese tourists - the first attractions that came to
mind are Sydney, the Barrier Reef and Uluru: they
sell themselves. I asked, "What about Victoria?" I
did not let him know that I came from Victoria.
Mr Haermeyer interjected.
Mr E. R. SMITH - He knew about the former
Labor government but he did not know about the
political turnaround in Victoria. He believed the
Labor Party was still running Victoria, and that is
one of the reasons why Victoria has been at the
bottom of the list. He said he had been to Australia
on a number of occasions and that Victoria should
be pushing Melbourne. I asked, "Why aren't you
pushing Melbourne?" He said, ''Because we are not
getting the incentive from the Australian Tourist
Commission". Honourable members will be aware
that the various Australian tourist bureaus in
London have been integrated.
We must ensure that Tourism Victoria pushes
Melbourne's great attributes such as its restaurants.
The travel agent suggested that one way to get
people to visit Melbourne was by encouraging them
to rent a car and drive from Melbourne through the
Snowy Mountains to Sydney, and then they could
have a free ticket that would take them to the Barrier
Reef. We must get the message through to our
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representatives overseas that small travel agents
such as the one in Bath should be encouraged to
promote Victoria. I will pass this information on to
the Minister for Tourism.
The Australian visa office is about 15 feet from the
entrance to Victoria House. For those honourable
members who are not aware of it I point out that
these facilities are all in one building. However
under the Labor government we did not have a
facility close to the visa office, and the 36 to 40
people a day who visited the visa office wanting to
find out about Victoria were told, '1 am sorry, I can't
help you, but here is a brochure". However, the
government has recognised the virtual negligence of
the former government, which was typical of it and
which the honourable member for Van Yean
confirmed earlier.
We have already seen a rapid increase in Victoria's
export growth -16 per cent during the past 12
months compared with 9 per cent for the rest of
Australia. The strong Budget management reforms
as a result of the report of the Victorian Commission
of Audit have meant that we know the real state of
Victoria's finances. This government allows
departments to carry forward unspent departmental
funds from the end of one financial year into the
next, which the former government did not do. This
has successfully eliminated the rush by departments
to spend their budgets before the end of the financial
year and thus has reduced waste because the "use it
or lose it" mentality has been removed. We have had
to turn around the mentality of senior public
servants, which was stifled under the former Labor
government.
The government has introduced accrual accounting
instead of cash accounting, which will improve
financial planning and increase the disclosure of the
State's liabilities and financial exposure. It will also
provide a better assessment of performance. The
proposed financial management Bill to be
introduced this session will implement several more
important reforms to Budget management and
reporting.
Through an honest and responsible Budget the
government is restoring confidence. The public
knows that an energetic and sensible hand is at the
helm of Victoria's finances following years of
economic bungling and administrative negligence
by the former government. Victoria hopes the
Treasurer will continue in his job for a long time.
During the past eight years Victoria has had five
Treasurers, four of whom were moved on by the
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fonner government because they were incompetent.
They were moved on in a similar fashion to the
shuffling of a pack of cards. Now we have a
Treasurer who the people know is doing a good job.
The Leader of the Opposition cannot control his
front bench, even during his honeymoon period.
How will he ever manage an economy?
We have moved from being a State with no hope to
one with renewed confidence in the future. The
Budget is designed to rebuild infrastructure that has
been run down, to make industry more competitive,
to continue the Liberal tradition of responsible
economic management, to continue responsible
budgeting and to restore honesty in the handling of
public money.
I am pleased to support the Treasurer, who has
ended what I call the rust mentality after only
12 months. I support his Budget of restoration. New
confidence is being demonstrated in the way
business is beginning to pick up.
Mr Haermeyer interjected.
Mr E. R. SMITH - We are hearing again the
politics of envy. Those opposite may carp but they
never come up with anything of value. They are
whingers!
Mr Perrin - They can only offer criticism.
Mr E. R. SMITH - They can only criticise. They
can never suggest anything. We are entering an
exciting stage. During the next 12 to 18 months with
support from the Federal government we will enter
a new era in Victoria.
Mr Haermeyer interjected.
Mr E. R. SMITH - Again we hear the politics of
envy. They cannot stand it; they do not want to hear
anything that is good. All they want to hear are the
bad things, and if things are not bad they get upset.
They are not interested in giving hope to the people
of Victoria.
Through careful economic management and an
intelligent approach to all aspects of the Budget the
government is giving the Victorian people hope for
the future. I am pleased to support the Budget for
1993-94.
Ms MARPLE (Altona) - Honourable members
from this side of the House have spoken about the
dark side of the Budget and how the government yet
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again has deceived the people of Victoria. The
government came to office promising to provide
jobs and saying that no Victorian would be worse
off. We all know what that has meant! Victorians are
worse off. Home owners have suffered an increase
in taxes of more than $1000 a year.
The unemployment rate in Victoria has increased to
13 per cent. Victorians were promised that
unemployment would decrease and that there
would be more jobs. There are no jobs. In fact, public
servants have been sacked. Even on the
government's own figures there is no chance of the
unemployment rate improving.
During his contribution to the debate the shadow
Treasurer referred to two questions that need to be
asked: firstly, why has the government chosen this
of all years to deal with the $1.386 million in
unfunded superannuation liabilities; and secondly,
why has the $174 million revenue from the casino
licence not been shown in the Budget. As the
shadow Treasurer pointed out, the answer is
because if that had been done, the Budget would
have produced a comfortable surplus, and the
government does not want that. The Budget has
been used to deceive the people of Victoria. The
government wants to maintain the myth that
Victoria faces a continuing fiscal crisis.
The honourable member for Northcote pointed out
that it is nonsense to suggest that a government has
no choices when framing a Budget. Members of the
government have said time and again that they had
no choice because the situation is so dreadful. That is
not correct. Governments have choices and Budgets
reflect those choices. The choice this government
made in preparing the 1993-94 Budget will result in
at least another 10 per cent increase in Victoria's
unemployment rate, a 30 per cent increase in Budget
sector debt from $18.2 billion in 1992 to $24.6 billion
in 1996, a 19 per cent increase in taxes and charges,
and it goes on and on. The Budget emasculates the
State's education, health and community services.
That has been seen already and the Budget
continues that process.
The honourable member for Northcote set out the
Budget's objective, which is to reduce the size and
scope of government. The coalition has a great belief
in smaller government because it wants to
perpetuate the myth of no alternatives being
available. The government will create the perception
of a miraculous recovery in Victoria's finances by
creating a larger than anticipated surplus in the
1994-95 Budget. At that time the government will
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use that Budget to prepare the way for an early
election by making its members look like heroes.
More than anything else at this time Victorians need
hope; hope for more jobs, hope for a more caring
society, a better lifestyle, education and hope for the
protection for their children and better safety nets
for those in need. This Budget offers none of those.
This Budget is based on the saying, "to him who
hath shall be given". This government is driven by
the economic rationalism that the marketplace rules
and bugger the rest. The government blames the
ordinary people, and this Budget will make sure that
they go further down.
Today the Leader of the Opposition said that the
Budget has missed a golden opportunity to invest in
the people of Victoria, and yesterday the shadow
Treasurer said that the Budget was written in such a
way that the government could go on building the
myth that the State was in such debt that the
government must continue cutting, slashing and
sacking.
All members of the government who have
contributed to the debate have spoken about the
dreadful state Victoria is in and blame everyone else
but themselves. The government will continue the
cutbacks because it wants to build up revenue by
continually hitting the ordinary members of the
public - the small home owners. The government
will not hit its mates, the big money boys. It will
continue upping charges to those people in small
homes around Victoria and Melbourne. The
government wants the revenue without upsetting its
masters.
.
During his contribution the honourable member for
Malvern quoted so-called real people from what
appeared to be the Liberal Party news sheet. The
government has been making life easier for its
mates - the owners of the large motels and
hardware stores - while keeping the revenue
flowing in from the sweat and tears of ordinary,
small home owners.
This Budget keeps the myth of debt going so that the
government can keep sucking the little people dry
for the revenue it wants for this State. There is no
commitment in this Budget to a fairer society; there
is no commitment to a redistribution to restore
society to the way it was when it was so much
admired by people from near and far. This Budget
turns our society into an unfair society.
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The electorate I represent has real people. It is not an
area members of the government would normally
visit; its people are not wealthy in terms of either
income or assets, but by God, they are real. They
have a strong commitment to their community and
they are the people that make this State. They are the
people this government wants to suck dry by
increasing taxes and charges.
A large proportion of the people in my electorate are
dependent on supportive incomes of some kind,
such as the aged pension or unemployment or
sickness benefits. They have put their lives into
making large contributions to the Australian way of
,life by being productive workers and investing in
their homes. Through sheer hard work they have
gained those homes, and now they are being
punished for having done that work, having bought
homes and having provided their families with
better and higher education. The Budget does not
offer those people hope; it offers only fear. Those
people feel powerless because their incomes are
being taken away from them and they are losing the
jobs in which they so dearly want to work.
No warning has been given to the constituents in my
electorate who are struggling under the burden of
State-imposed taxes. This government promised the
people that no-one would be worse off under it yet it will reap an increase in revenue of 11.3 per
cent, well above the Australian average for
government revenue.
The government has imposed taxes on the real
people in my electorate. The government has
already increased the tax on tobacco, car registration
charges and stamp duty; it has introduced the State
deficit levy and the special dividend from gas,
electricity and water authorities, and so the list
continues.
Honourable members opposite perpetuate the myth
that Victoria is in dire straits and that this Budget
promises more. The government has a naive faith in
economic rationalism - an Australian term for "the
marketplace will tell us everything" - but because
of its belief in the marketplace the government is
virtually saying to my constituents and others, 'We
will make it, and be blowed to those who fall by the
wayside".
I would like to share with the House the experience
of a real family in my electorate as compared with
the real people described by the honourable member
for Malvern. As honourable members will be aware,
many meetings have been held in metropolitan and
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rural Victorian centres about the future of their local
schools. One family that was recently searching for
answers is an example of the real people about
whom I spoke earlier. The father used to work for
the railways; his was not a highly-paid position but
one that gave him dignity. He lost his job, but there
was no large payout on the final day. The mother
used to work part time cleaning at the local school;
but she is no longer able to work there. Of their three
children, two had special education needs, which
had been well catered for by the local school, the
future of which is worrying the local community.
The family had worked with the staff at the school to
provide a stable background for the children so that
they could take part in the educational system,
which has thus far provided well for them. Now that
stability is under threat. What do "agendas",
"resolutions" and "task forces" mean to that family?
How can such grand words help the two children
already at school or the youngest, who wants to go
to the same school, having visited it with her mother
when special education programs had been
arranged?
The stability has been removed and the dignity of
the family has been eroded. That family knows what
the government is doing to it; it knows this Budget
will mean only more of the same. Their jobs have
gone and their school is under threat. What will they
do? Does the Budget hold out any hope for them?
No, it does not!
Honourable members opposite speak as though
members of the opposition are unaware of what is
happening in rural communities. It so happens that I
have a son and grandchildren living in one of those
rural communities. Most Victorians know the threat
faced by rural towns. Honourable members must
know deep in their hearts that there is strife in
country towns because of the cutbacks to
government departments, whose operations were
intended to ensure a sustainable economy. The
government has cut health and education services,
and transport facilities; the towns are feeling the
pressure. The smell of death permeates many
Victorian towns!
Yet, Victorians have not experienced the worst
because this Budget is designed to give comfort to
those who are already comfortable - it will not
support the residents of country towns. Just wait
until this Budget starts taking its toll!
I refer to a collection of editorials from the 8endigo
Advertiser compiled by the shadow Minister for
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Education. Incidentally, my son and his family do
not live in Bendigo. The first editorial is headed
''We're still waiting, Don" - presumably ''Don''
refers to the Minister for Education. It states:
It seems, Don, that you weren't content with your belief
that bigger schools were better.

In this latest wave of cuts, Don, you cut big schools'
budgets by just 0.6 per cent. Schools of about 80 kids
lose 20 per cent of their budgets. Schools with just over
21 kids lose 50 per cent.
And under that, they lose 100 per cent. Now, of course,
bigger schools are better schools. But only because you
damn well made it sol

Another editorial is headed ''fruth in education";
another says, " ... it tolls for thee". Part of the latter
article states:
From its appalling decision last November to
unilaterally close 55 schools until today's deadline for
task force reports, the government has stumbled from
disaster to disaster.

Another editorial, headed"A state of confusion",
reads:
Cuts of this magnitude to employment in what is
basically a government town are devastating.

As the editorial asks, how will the towns now
struggling to survive continue to survive after
further funding cuts?
How do we know that this type of Budget will be
worse for our communities? Because this style of
Budget has been used previously. Honourable
members should examine the Thatcher-Major years
in the United Kingdom or the Reagan-Bush years in
the United States of America. Those years were full
of despair and poverty. And those countries remain
in that condition. People were forced onto the streets
because of the Budgets introduced by those
governments. Those governments sold public assets,
and funding for health services was based on profit,
not delivery of services.
This Budget promises the privatisation of Melbourne

Water, but when the equivalent authority in the
United Kingdom was privatised the cost of water
increased and the number of disconnections of water
supplies because of an inability to pay the increased
charges left many homes without water. Families
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became vulnerable to ill health and disease because
of the lack of dean water.
After reading this Budget one could well ask, ''What
does the government stand for?" The Budget reflects
the philosophy of market forces but displays little
commitment to the people. As though that were not
enough, what gets under one's skin about this type
of Budget is the Pontius Pilate attitude behind it. For
instance, the government has virtually said to
Altona Hospital, ''Here is a 10 per cent cut in
funding. We will not dose the hospital, but unless
you act as a private hospital you have no hope. It
has nothing to do with us. We wash our hands of
you. It is your decision whether you dose the
hospital. We are clean. After all, we are members of
the government and what happens to your hospital
is up to you".
At the outset of my contribution to the debate I said
that Victorians are looking for hope. This Budget
could have fulfilled that hope but, as members of the
opposition have said, the government has taken the
attitude expressed by the Premier upon hearing that
13 per cent of Victorians are out of work: he said
there was nothing he could do about it! With a
projected growth of 2 per cent there is no way the
government can peg down the unemployment
figure. It can only go up. Where is the hope? What
are the other options? The government has
borrowed $1.3 billion to put public servants out of
work.
It amazes me that the great believers in the capitalist
system think sacking people is the one way of
making the capitalist system work. How on earth is
it going to work when people have been sacked and
cannot be productive and cannot spend? That is how
this capitalist society works. Instead of keeping the
wheels moving this government goes on about
borrowing money to sack people!

The government could have used the money it
borrowed to start the projects that are waiting to
begin. I am not talking about those projects in the
Budget. Half those projects have been announced. I
am talking about fair dinkum projects like the
Western bypass, which would not only create jobs
but also make Victoria begin acting productively,
with the western suburbs being part of the new
development. We could have had new public
housing, as was pointed out by the shadow
Treasurer, the honourable member for Northcote
and the Leader of the Opposition.
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What about the environment? Where is the
commitment to "green" or even ''brown'' jobs?
Instead of a commitment like Priority Victoria being
outlined in the Budget, jobs in that area have been
cut by 8 per cent and in the Department of
Conservation and Natural Resources, which is well
suited to job creation, there has been an overall cut
of 13 per cent.
Where is the hope in education? Victoria has always
excelled at the provision of education. The
government should realise that we can sell
education to Asia. Education needs nurturing, not
slashing. Victoria's education system was good
because we nurtured it. Previous conservative
governments nurtured it - but not this one!
Only last week Federal Liberal Party member Kathy
Martin Sullivan said that when women members of
Parliament speak about women's issues, most male
members of Parliament switch off. I take this
opportunity to examine what the Budget will do for
women, and I do not see much comfort in it. The
cuts the government has made will have a
devastating impact on women.
Recently the honourable member for Williamstown
and I had the privilege of meeting with some
women who have drawn attention to what the
government has done in respect of issues that
concern women. There have been cuts to maternal
and child health care, education, family planning,
health services and kindergartens, and now mothers
who have just given birth are being told to go home.
Because of the cuts to preschool education
programs, women's jobs, such as teaching, are under
threat. Women have always been part of the slave
labour mentality of many employers. The Budget
has made women feel vulnerable.
Cuts have been made to voluntary community
services such as advice bureaus. Jobs for women in
the service areas have been cut. I am fearful about
what will happen to kindergarten teachers. Mature
teachers will be sacked - with no great redundancy
payments - junior teachers will be employed and
then unqualified teachers will be employed. All this
is being done by a government that says less money
will be available to help kindergarten committees
and preschools to decide what they will do.
Women will be treated as slave labour. It is a shame,
with several women members of the government
and two female Ministers, that the Budget is not
more considerate of women's needs and
employment requirements.
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The Budget promotes the myth of no alternative and
suggests that this is pain someone else has
produced - it is someone else's fault.
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What the government is doing has been descrjbed as
hobbling the national economy, so not only Victoria
but the whole country is being hurt. There is no
social policy underlying this Budget.

Mr W. D. McGrath interjected.
Ms MARPLE - I can tell the Minister for
Agriculture that these are my beliefs and my
observations. I have strong beliefs about what the
Budget will do. No matter what government
backbenchers say about opposition members, we go
into our electorates to see what is happening and we
understand what the Budget holds for the future. It
is frightening. In fact, this Budget would have to go
down as one of the greatest cons ever perpetrated on
Victoria. It has paved the way for a larger than
anticipated surplus in 1994-95, and why is that? The
government wants to go to an early election on the
backs of the ordinary people who are struggling to
survive.
The Budget is designed to give comfort to those who
are already comfortable. The Budget stands
condemned by all but those on the government
benches who are the great believers in economic
rationalism and who believe people are there to be
used for the benefit of the conservative government
and its well-off mates.
Mr THWAITES (Albert Park) - The Budget is
not based on any economic philosophy or social
policy; it is a political strategy designed to contrive
an atmosphere of crisis, to hurt people and to cut so
deeply into basic services that expectations are
lowered. Those expectations are to be lowered in the
lead-up to the next election when the government
will appear to be more gentle than it really is.
No sensible economic policy underlies the Budget.
As has been said, Victoria is emerging from a
recession. The last thing we need is the crisis of
confidence the government has manufactured or the
sacking of at least 34 000 workers. That is what the
government is doing. The last thing we need is the
undermining of the education system, because
education is the very thing that will get Victoria
going and provide the intellectual stimulus for new
ideas that will enable the State to market itself on the
Australian and world stages.

The ACTING SPEAKER - Order! The time
appointed under Sessional Orders for me 'to
interrupt the business of the House has now arrived.
Sitting continued on motion of
Mr S. J. PLOWMAN (Minister for Energy and
Minerals).
Mr THWAITES (Albert Park) - The very notion
of a social policy is alien to the coalition government.
The concepts of caring for people, of human rights,
of human dignity and of giving people a chance
seem to be sadly lacking in the Budget and the
government's economic policy. The government has
said nothing about its vision for the future. It has
said nothing about how people who are disabled,
sick, young or old will get a fair go.
The Budget is firmly aimed at one group, which
includes the smart young men who work for the
rating agencies and drive around in their BMWs. It
appears that "social" and "justice" are dirty words.
The term has been used as a pejorative expression by
some members opposite. The concepts of society and
justice are important issues and are the
fundamentals with which government ought to be
concerned.
Unfortunately the government has adopted a
political strategy which allows it to cook the books
and make things look worse than they really are.
That is what the government has done and what it
has been caught out doing. The government has
added $1.4 billion in a special superannuation
payment to make things look worse this year so that
it will look better in future years.
The government is not even being innovative in
doing that. That practice has been adopted by a
number of companies associated with takeovers. A
company can make the first year look really bad and
blame it on its predecessor; in future years it can say
that it has had an amazing turnaround.
Mr Tanner - Paranoia!

No sensible economic policy underlies the increase
in debt outlined in the Budget. The government is
increasing the debt in order to sack workers at a time
of high unemployment, which is an extraordinary
economic action.

Mr THWAITES - You have been cooking the
books but have been caught out. Why has the
government done it? The answer is simple: if it did
not adopt this strategy it could not justify the cuts
and hurt it is inflicting on Victorians. It could not
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justify the closure of schools. It could not justify
slashing the funds to the Grey Sisters. It could not
justify why many parents of four-year-old children
will no longer be able to afford kindergarten. The
government may not even be able to justify the
closure of the St Kilda Day Hospital, a matter the
honourable member for Caul field has rightly raised
in an attempt to ensure that his constituents will not
be hurt. The government will not be able to make
those cuts unless it creates a crisis of confidence so
that everyone says, 'We don't like it but it has to be
done".
I point out to the House that it does not have to be
done in this way. The government has adopted this
political strategy in the lead-up to the next election
so that it can make things look really good by
handing out a few dollars and then make all the
promises over the next couple of years. That is the
government's political strategy. In political terms it
might not have been such a bad thing except for the
thousands of people who are now suffering.
I remind the House of the additional 26 ()()() people
who have become unemployed since the coalition
government took office. Despite the promise of the
Premier, then the Leader of the Opposition, prior to
the election that he would employ an additional
40 ()()() people in the first year of his government, an
additional 26 000 people are unemployed. They are
the victims of the government's political strategy.
The other victims are kindergarten children who
will not be able to attend kindergarten and school
children who will not have access to computer,
music and sporting programs that they enjoyed up
until this year.
The political approach of the coalition was not
adopted only when it obtained office. The strategy
continues the coalition's approach prior to the
election. In the two years before the election, as
Leaders of the then opposition, the Premier and
Treasurer travelled around Australia gleefully
selling out Victoria. They gleefully claimed that
Victoria was bankrupt and undermined the
confidence of investors. Now that they are members
of the coalition government they are saying it is
important that we all boost Victoria and not knock
it. It is difficult to believe that the same people spent
the previous two years travelling around the
country undermining Victoria.
The coalition has continued the approach the Labor
Party adopted on taxation when it was in office.
When the former government introduced taxation
proposals into the Legislative Council in order to
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balance the books what happened? The coalition
opposition, which had the numbers in the
Legislative Council, knocked off every one of those
proposals. It voted against the same economic
strategies and taxes that it has introduced since it
took office. There has been a 19 per cent increase in
taxation since the coalition won the election. Victoria
is now the highest taxing State in Australia. Yet for
many years the then opposition refused to pass the
taxation legislation that would have enabled
Victoria to balance its books.
I will refer the House to some personal stories
illustrating how the government's economic policies
have affected people who have come to me as the
local member for Albert Park. Some two or three
months ago a woman walked with some difficulty
into my office and told me her story. She had had a
serious accident at work and as a result suffered
multiple sclerosis. The medical evidence was that
multiple sclerosis was the result of an accident at
work. Some 18 months ago that issue was
determined by a medical panel in her favour. The
case also went to the WorkCare Appeals Board
because the former WorkCare Authority adopted
the attitude that I had at first - and obviously the
attitude of the Minister for Planning, from his
reaction - that multiple sclerosis is not something
that is caused by an accident at work. The woman
also won that case.
When the new government took office and adopted
its policy of slashing WorkCover benefits and trying
to force people who were on WorkCover on to the
social security system, the insurance company
involved cut off her benefits completely. It said, 'We
are not going to pay you. You can wait for a
conciliation". I thought that was all right, we could
wait for a conciliation and presumably it would be
ordered that benefits would be reinstated since the
woman had already won her case and the matter
had already been determined by the board. I was
then told she would have to wait three months for a
conciliation. This woman came to me in tears
because she was in the process of trying to purchase
a flat on the basis of her WorkCover benefits which
she presumed she would continue to receive.
I finally managed to organise a conciliation and the
conciliator was shocked and indeed outraged by the
behaviour of the insurance company and ordered, or
recommended, that the insurance company make
the payment. However, the insurance company still
did not make the payment because it knew that in
order for this lady to get any payment at that stage
she would have to go to the County Court, which

APPROPRIA TION (1993-94, No. 1) BILL
736

ASSEMBLY

meant a delay of many years, and that in that time
she may well either die or be forced into accepting a
low settlement.
I refer to this case because it highlights the sort of
attitude that underlies so many of the cuts the
government is introducing. It highlights the fact that
the cuts do not have just abstract effects: they do not
just affect a figure on a page, but they have an effect
on real people, and they are having a dramatic and
traumatic effect on this lady. Of course the
government will be able to say and will boast that
there has been a great reduction in the level of
unfunded liabilities of WorkCover, but that has
occurred at a cost, and it has cost this woman and
many honest, decent people like her who are
suffering through no fault of their own.
Another case relating to WorkCover is that of a
friend of my electorate officer. The officer came into
the electorate office one day quite upset. A friend of
her family who had pressure put on him to settle his
case and who was told that he would be cut off from
any benefits, even though he was in a situation
where he could not possibly work, had committed
suicide as a result. I suppose it is only after the final
act, which left a family without a father, that the
press and others begin to take notice of the real
effects of some of the government's policies.
Another case is that of a grandmother who came
into my electorate office only last week. She told me
about the situation of her daughter, who has a
profoundly disabled son. Her daughter was most
upset because she had been told that respite care for
her disabled child would be cut from 12 weeks to 4
weeks a year. That may not seem to be an important
matter for people who do not have disabled
children, but it will probably destroy this woman's
chance to continue working. Her ability to send her
child to respite care meant that she had the mental
ability to continue working - the demands of a
disabled child can be incessant. Being able to send
her child to respite care for a total of only 4 weeks
instead of 12 weeks a year meant that she would
probably have to leave her job.
Perhaps the Minister for Planning, who shakes his
head, has some issue in regard to respite care, but
this is a situation where - Mr Maclellan - No, I was wondering whether
she was caring for the child - -

The DEPUTY SPEAKER - Order! The Minister
is out of order in conducting a discussion across the
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table and I ask the honourable member for Albert
Park to continue without interruption.
Mr THWAITES - I acknowledge that the
Minister's question was certainly prompted by my
statements and questions to him. The explanation is
that a mother who is a sole parent with a child who
is profoundly disabled obviously has to put in huge
amounts of time in looking after that child. She has
been able to do that because of the availability of
respite care for a considerable period of the year.
However, because that amount of care has now been
cut by 66 per cent she will be unable to continue to
work as well as looking after the child.
Another example is that of an unemployed young
fellow who does voluntary work for me. This is
pOSSibly the most tragic result of this government's
policy, which has led to a continued increase in
unemployment in Victoria. The prospects of this
young fellow are now very poor simply because the
jobs are not there, and they are not there because the
government has adopted a policy that has
discouraged investment and employment.
The government has not even performed when
measured against its own policies and yardsticks.
Nowhere is this better illustrated than in the area of
employment. We all remember the huge fanfare that
accompanied the launch of the liberal Party's
JobBank policy prior to the last State election. We
were all told that it would create an extra 40 000 jobs
in the first year. However, there has been none of
that. Instead, there has been a reduction in
employment.
Of course, the JobBank policy was completely
ditched earlier this year; it has disappeared without
a trace. That is perhaps one of the greatest tragedies
of all: instead of a job creation scheme or a JobBank
scheme, what we have seen from this government is
a job destruction scheme, a scheme to throw more
than 30 000 public servants out of work. Of course, it
is not just the public servants who are losing but also
their families and various people who rely on their
incomes, whether they be local shopkeepers or
others; that is the flow-on effect of that loss of
employment.
That cut represents some 12 per cent of the State
bureaucracy. It has an effect not only on those
families but on life in Victoria. It has an effect on
local schools - not just the closure of schools but
cuts in programs, teachers and the quality of
education. It has an effect on hospitals. For example,
some 700 staff have gone from the Alfred Hospital in
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my electorate. How can the quality of health care
possibly be continued with that level of cuts? We are
seeing the closure of community and preventive
health programs and so on. In the long run, it will
mean more cost for the community as it copes with
the health problems that develop in the future.
We have also seen the recent closure of the inner
south dispute resolution centre. Again, that is a
short-sighted action that will lead to more disputes
in the area and in the long run it may well lead to
disputes in the court system, which will cost not
only those involved in the dispute but also the
community generally.
There have been cuts in the local tenants advisory
services. I should point out that the tenants groups
in my electorate are very important in protecting the
rights of some 55 per cent of St Kilda residents who
are tenants. Those people will now not get the
services they received before.
Mr Leigh interjected.
Mr THWAITES - It is interesting to hear the
interjections that seem to be directed at the tenants
groups. They indicate the underlying policy of the
government, which is to punish people who are seen
to be in any way connected with the Labor Party which of course they are not - or seen to be in any
way critical of the government. The interjections are
a very good example of how this government is
prepared to attack anyone who criticises it.
The government would not only attack them if it
had the chance but also sack them. It would sack
Justice Fogarty and the liquor licensing
commissioners, just as it was happy to sack the
judges of the former Accident Compensation
Commission because they were doing their jobs. Let
us wait and see what happens to those people. What
will happen to the Commissioner for Equal
Opportunity, who has also been attacked by the
government? This is part of the policy of the Premier
and his Ministers to stifle any form of dissent, and at
the end of the day Victoria will be the loser.
I have referred to cuts, but the other side of the coin
is waste and the amount of money the government

is prepared to spend on itself and its friends. At a
time when other people are suffering, the
government is happy to hand out large advertising
contracts worth hundreds of thousands sometimes millions - of dollars to its friends and
former business associates. DDB Needham and
Leeds Media Communication Services has won
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extraordinary contracts without entering into proper
tendering processes or, if a tendering process was
available, decisions were made on misleading
information supplied by the Tender Board. A prime
example of waste in my electorate is the
abandonment of the museum project.
Mr Leigh - There was no money for it.
Mr THWAITES - I will come to that. The former
government spent a considerable amount of money
on the planning and developing of the museum site.
Mr Leigh - $20 million!
Mr THWAITES - But this government
abandoned it out of spite simply because it was not
its idea.
Mr Leigh interjected.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER - Order! The
honourable member for Mordialloc has been spoken
to earlier by the Speaker, and I ask him to restrain
himself at this hour of the evening.
Mr THWAITES - The government abandoned
the museum site because it was not the
government's idea, and the responsible Minister
picked up his bat and ball and went home. The
honourable member for Mordialloc said that it cost
$20 million. I understood it was part of the
government's policy to build a museum, so I
presume it intends to build one at some stage. But
where will the government put it? Will it put it at
the end of the city where no-one will visit it? When
will it be built? My guess is that it will not be built
until next century! The community has lost not only
a chance to have a museum this century but also all
the money that had been invested in it.
It has not been mentioned that proposals for private
sector funding of the museum were well advanced
but were abandoned by the government. Of course
the government wanted to keep that a secret, and it
did a good job under the new freedom of
information legislation by fighting any application
concerning the museum. Today even letters are
called Cabinet submissions! So obviously any
document about a museum is top secret. The
government is embarrassed about the decision
because it knows it made the wrong decision.
Before a hearing at the Administrative Appeals
Tribunal (AAT) I received some documents from the
Ministry which revealed that private sector
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arrangements for the museum were well advanced,
but the government abandoned them and as a result
Victoria has lost. That is another example of the
waste hom which the State is now suffering.
Finally, money is being wasted on legal expenses the
government is incurring hom fighting various cases
it does not need to fight. In many cases lawyers are
just sitting at the bench while being paid huge
wages to do nothing. I refer principally to the case
involving the transfer of union awards to the Federal
jurisdiction. How much money is being spent on the
QCs who are sitting there while applications are
made to transfer those awards to Federal
jurisdictions? I do not know exactly how much, but
that money would be better spent on the
kindergartens that are being put under pressure and
on the schools that are being closed.
Indeed, the savings hom the closure of
kindergartens in the electorate of the Minister for
Finance are minuscule compared to the money being
wasted on those lawyers. The last time I went to the
AAT to see how my FoI application was going a
senior QC and a barrister were fighting my
application. What a waste!
The DEPUTY SPEAKER - Order! The
honourable member's time has expired.
Mr JASPER (Murray Valley) - I support the
Appropriation (1993-94, No. 1) Bill. As honourable
members would know, I have not always supported
the government's actions since it came to office.
However, one thing I am rock solid on is that
Victoria needed a change of government in 1992!
The bottom line is that Victoria needs major
management changes because of the absolute
mismanagement of Victoria in the past 10 years.
I have listened with a great deal of interest to the
contributions of other honourable members in this
debate. The honourable member for Albert Park, as
we all know, is academically trained, and he spoke
about how he would run the State of Victoria. What
he did not recognise is the diabolical financial
situation facing Victoria which resulted hom
10 years of mismanagement of the Labor
government. He is certainly one person I would not
want to go into business with.
However, you, Mr Deputy Speaker, and many
others have grown up believing in private enterprise
and understand that the wealth of Victoria is created
in private enterprise that works hard, is profitable
and employs people. It is no good expanding
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government services if funds are not available to
provide those services. That is the situation facing
Victoria now. The former government kept
expanding services, kept spending and kept
borrowing money to meet its commitments. It did
not worry about where the money was coming from
because it came hom all sorts of areas. The former
government got it hom the superannuation funds
and other government funds.
Mr Tanner interjected.
Mr JASPER - As the honourable member for
Caulfield says, it raised money by selling off
government assets to finance government
expenditure.

I also listened with interest to the contribution of the
honourable member for Carrum, who is the shadow
Minister for Education. Bearing in mind his
performance in the portfolios he handled in the
previous government, I should not like ever to see
him as the Minister for Education. He was critical of
the actions taken by the current Minister.
The government wants to reduce the education
budget of $3000 million by $145 million over two
years. Teachers' wages comprise 83 per cent of that
budget. I am not suggesting teachers should not be
paid, but their performance must be taken into
account. They need to produce the highest standard
of education possible. I am sure that, when the
reduction has been implemented over the next two
years, that high standard of education will continue
to be provided.
The honourable member for Carrum said the
Minister was not prepared to consult. One of the
reasons I have supported the Minister for Education
is because he has done an excellent job in consulting
widely. The Minister has been prepared to listen not
only to members of Parliament but also to parents,
school councils and teachers. He visited my area in
north-eastem Victoria on a number of occasions and
listened to the representations put to him.
The shadow Minister said that too many changes
had been made, as evidenced by the many
statements that have come horn the Minister's office.
Certainly there have been changes, but the fact is
that the changes have been made as a result of
representations made to the Minister.
Comments have also been made about the housing
prOVided for teachers in country Victoria. I have
always strongly supported the provision of housing
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for government employees, but the history of
teacher housing in the past 10 years has been a sad
one. One of the reasons why housing is being sold is
that teachers are not prepared to use the
accommodation provided in country towns and
cities. Teachers are not as mobile as they used to be.
A teacher might like a particular school in the
country and stay there for 10 or 20 years. In that case
the teacher might buy his or her own home or small
farm and not require the housing provided. That is a
teachers prerogative; I have no argument with that.
After difficulties in this area in the late 1970s, in the
1980s there was major construction of housing for
government employees in country Victoria. That
changed in the late 1980s and the government is
now selling off the houses that are no longer
required. The Minister has been prepared to respond
to representations from people involved in
education and various members of Parliament when
approaches have been made for the retention of
teacher housing in specific areas. The Minister for
Finance, who is responsible for teacher housing, is
aware that a balance is needed between the houses
being prOVided in country Victoria and those that
are excess to requirements.
I again state my strong support for the action being
taken by the Minister for Education in reviewing the
provision of education in country Victoria to ensure
we have teachers who are prepared to provide
dedicated service and quality education.
I listened with interest to the contribution of the
honourable member for Altona, who said much the
same things as she said not long ago.
Mr Hamilton interjected.
Mr JASPER - I am pleased the honourable
member for Morwell has been listening to me. He is
the only country member of the Labor Party and he
responds positively to the people of his electorate.
His only shortcoming is that he is in the wrong
party. Maybe we could give him the option of
coming across to the National Party or the Uberal
Party - as a country member he may prefer the
National Party. We would have to consider his
membership, but he may meet the criteria.
The honourable member for Altona talked about the
real people and the real families of her electorate. I
inform her that there are real people right across
Victoria. I have real people in my electorate of
Murray Valley and I have responded to the people I
represent for the past 17 years. For the honourable
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member to suggest that she is the only member with
real people in her electorate is wrong; she should go
and listen to the real people. She has conveniently
forgotten the 10 years of Labor mismanagement of
this State.
Her contribution was a tear-jerking exercise. She
tried to convey to the House how poor her
constituents are and how difficult it is for them to
get a range of services. The types of people she
speaks about are to be found not only in her
electorate but right across the State. She spoke about
country people, and I give her credit for recognising
the problems facing country Victoria.
Over the years I have been in Parliament I have
centred my activities on the problems that face
country Victorians because I have found that
city-based members of Parliament are not always as
aware of the special difficulties and needs of country
people as they might be. I try to get a balance
between the provision of services and the
recognition of the special problems of country
Victorians. The honourable member for Altona has a
lot to learn; she should listen to what other people
have to say and find the right balance in her
contributions to Parliament.
I have listened to the rhetoric of many members of
the oppOSition, and most of them take no account of
the mismanagement of the past 10 years.
The government is taking stringent measures to
restore the confidence and economic position of
Victoria because of the financial mess it was in.
I was very disappointed that there was not a change
of government at the Federal level. The Fightback
package presented by the coalition government, a
central election issue, would have been the saviour
of Victoria and Australia. The Prime Minister used
deceit and lies to retain office. If the Federal coalition
parties had obtained government the cooperation
between the State and Federal governments would
have been enhanced because the Federal coalition
parties recognise the need for change to restore the
economic prosperity of Victoria and Australia.
In the Budget speech the Treasurer referred to the
black holes of overstated receipts and understated
expenditures that are being removed. He referred to
the deferrals of Budget sector interest payments
being progressively reversed. Last year $76 million
of prior year deferrals were reversed and a further
$40 million will be reversed this year. The Treasurer
said that $1.4 billion of effective borrowings by the
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former Labor government from public sector
superannuation schemes will be refinanced this year
and that the deferral of grants to non-government
schools and municipal libraries is being reversed at a
cost of $24 million in 1993-94.

If Victoria were a private company the State would
now be bankrupt and the people who perpetrated
the actions resulting in that bankruptcy would be
charged with misrepresentation and
mismanagement.
The coalition government has an extensive,
considered program which has fundamental
objectives: to bring sound management to State
finances; to rein in government sending; to control
deficits and reduce the size of the public sector. The
government will create a climate that will attract
investment by the private sector to generate job
growth.
The government recognises that its future is closely
linked with the fortunes of industry and that much
has to be done to revitalise the private sector, to
nurture its growth and attract investment, with the
bottom line being jobs for all.
I now highlight some Budget initiatives that affect
the electorate of Murray Valley and country people
in particular. The Minister for Police and Emergency
Services recognises the need for an effective Police
Force. I have made representations many times
about the need to retain one-man police stations
because of their importance in rural Victoria. The
Minister and the government have given a
commitment that one-man police stations will be
retained. The Minister also said that the Police Force
will increase its complement by 300 this financial
year, that there will be a further increase of 300 next
financial year and a guarantee that 1000 new police
officers will be appointed within the life of this
Parliament. It is important that people can go about
their business in safety, and the government will
ensure that this occurs.
Many rural organisations have criticised the
reduction in the funding of the Department of
Agriculture. The department has suffered cutbacks,
as have other departments, but the government
recognises the importance of agriculture to Victoria.
The Premier and the Minister for Agriculture have
said on many occasions that agriculture is important
to the economic prosperity of Victoria, and the
government is taking action that will benefit the
farming communities.
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Primary producers are in a desperate financial
position. I spoke to a key farming representative in
my electorate only last night. We talked of the
difficulties facing country people and he said that it
will take years before the fortunes of the farming
community change for the better. No-one really
knows the desperate plight of the primary producers
unless he is close to them or lives in country
Victoria. The government has exempted family
farms from stamp duty when they are transferred
between family members. That is a major step
forward for the farming community and will mean
that the farm asset can stay in the family unit.
The government is allocating $21 million to boost
agricultural research and development over the next
three years. An opposition member criticised the
imposition of the diesel fuel tax which he said would
increase the already heavy burden on primary
producers. I remind him that primary producers are
exempt from the diesel fuel tax as well as the Federal
government impost on diesel fuels. However, the
Federal government is proposing to vary the rebate
claimed by primary producers, so they will not
receive the full rebate. I hope the Federal coalition
parties in the Senate, supported by the Democrats
and the Greens, will succeed in opposing those
measures because they are detrimental to country
people throughout Victoria.
The government has taken action to ensure that
Victoria has a high standard road system. Victoria's
roads have deteriorated during the past 10 years. It
is important that road funding throughout Australia
be increased.
The increase in the speed limit on dual carriageways
in rural Victoria from 100 to 110 kilometres an hour
has been welcomed by people living in country
areas. Many of the roads have been built to high
standards and will be able to cater safely for vehicles
travelling at the higher speed.
The $40 levy on four-wheel drive motor vehicles
which was introduced by the previous government
will be abolished from 1 April 1994, another
welcome initiative. Registration fees for primary
producers who own vehicles that carry up to 3
tonnes will fall by $23.80 to $70 for registration. The
current arrangements that provide for one such
registered vehicle for each farm unit will be changed
so that any number of vehicles that fit within the
category of a primary producer's vehicle will be able
to be registered at the $70 rate.
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The current financial year will see the completion of
the Hume Freeway between Melbourne and
Wodonga. Honourable members will be aware that
in the early 19808 the Federal coalition government
imposed a special petrol levy to fund the completion
of the freeway by 1988, the bicentennial year. But the
Federal government failed to provide the necessary
funding, as a result of which the deadline was
extended by degrees from 1990 to 1994 - and last
year it appeared the freeway would not be
completed until 19%.
However, I will give credit where credit is due. In
response to representations made by members of
Parliament from north-eastern Victoria, sufficient
funding was made available to ensure the
completion of the Wangaratta-Springhurst bypass
and, therefore, the completion of the Hume
Freeway, which will be open by Easter 1994.
That will be welcomed by the people of Wangaratta,
who will no longer have to put up with great
numbers of motor cars and trucks thundering
through the main shopping centre, which bring with
them the ever-present danger of a serious accident
which could involve not only damage to property
but the loss of life.
Although concerns have been expressed about the
extension of the 3-cent levy to diesel fuel, there is no
doubt that the funds collected -estimated to be
apprOximately $150 million - will be utilised
specifically for road programs under the Better
Roads for Victoria program. At least one-third of
those funds will be used to improve roads in
country Victoria, and they are certainly positives so
far as I am concerned.
The wine industry is important to the State of
Victoria. I am highly critical of the Federal
government's proposal to increase the wine tax from
20 per cent to 31 per cent - a 55 per cent increase. I
trust the Senate will be able to defeat that increase
because the wine industry and the 230 Victorian
winemakers are very important to the State. The
government recognises that the wine industry is a
growth industry. Some $1.2 billion of investment
capital is being sought over the next five years to
ensure the expansion of the industry. Five years ago
Australian wine exports were valued at $25 million,
totalling approximately 8 million litres by volume.
Last financial year the value was $290 million, an
increase very much welcomed by the industry.
The alpine area is important to tourism. The
development of the industry is important to the
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economic development of the State and is strongly
supported by the Minister for Tourism.
The government will continue to develop specific
strategies to address the needs and aspirations of
regional and rural Victoria. I have mentioned only a
few of the important areas within my electorate of
Murray Valley in north-eastern Victoria. Increased
development is vital if we are to build a strong
nucleus not only for country Victoria but also
metropolitan Melbourne. I will continue to make
strong representations to the government on behalf
of my constituents to ensure that this State's
economic strength is restored and opportunities are
created throughout the 19905.
Despite the problems it has inherited, the coalition
government will ensure the restoration of
prosperity, which will benefit all Victorians. But that
will be achieved only with the support of private
enterprise, which will generate the wealth and create
the jobs that we need.
Debate adjourned on motion of Mr BATCHELOR
(Thomas town).
Debate adjourned until next day.

ADJOURNMENT
Mr GUDE (Minister for Industry and
Employment) - I move:
That the House do now adjourn.

Sexist advertising
Ms MARPLE (Altona) - I direct to the attention
of the Minister responsible for Women's Affairs the
treatment of women by advertising firms. I ask her
to examine what she and her colleagues on the
Victorian Women's Council can do to address the
blatant use of women as sex objects to sell a variety
of goods.
There have been many examples of the abuse of
women in advertising, to which many members of
the community have objected. One of the most
prominent examples of that was the decision by the
New South Wales magistrate, Pat O'Shane, to
dismiss charges against women who had been
driven to deface an offensive advertisement.
Before the males in this place try to belittle my
contribution by making jokes, I point out that the
misuse of women's bodies in advertiSing is a serious
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issue. I shall give the House an example of the use of
women in advertising that demeans married women
and their sexuality.
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government. It is disturbing if members of the Koori
community are losing confidence in the board,
which was established to represent their interests. If
conflict exists it should be resolved quickly.

'This issue should not be taken lightly, because it is
one of the underlying reasons for the violence
committed against women in our community. The
advertisement I refer to concerns a line of Berlei
underwear called Bombshell, to which a tag is
attached with a picture of a bomb and a statement
that says, ''For Miss, not Mrs". The message is that
only young women, probably overly slim young
women, are worthy of wearing that particular line of
underwear.
I remind honourable members that all of us are
sexual beings from the time we are born until the
time we draw our last breath. That type of
advertising, along with the type of advertising one
sees on Met shelters, carries the not-so-hidden
message that women are sexual beings only if they
are under 20 years of age and preferably without
sexual experience.
Only with that status would they be qualified to buy
such a line of expensive underwear. They are the
only ones worthy of consideration as sexual beings.
If they dare to marry, they are no longer worthy.
Will the Minister inform the House whether she and
her council will tackle this shallow attitude which is
encouraged by such advertising and which I believe
underlies much of society's acceptance of violence?

Mildura Aboriginal Cooperative
Mr BILDSTIEN (Mildura) - I direct a matter to
the attention of the Minister responsible for
Aboriginal Affairs. I have received representations
from a number of members of the Sunraysia Koori
community. I have also received a petition signed by
about 30 members of the Aboriginal community
which makes serious allegations about the
administration and accountability of the Mildura
Aboriginal Cooperative.
For some days members of the Aboriginal
community have been protesting outside the
cooperative offices. They allege that the executive
officer and members of the board have declined to
hear their concerns.
Has the Minister investigated the incident? Is there
any substance to the allegations? My understanding
is that the majority of funding is provided by the
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Commission,
with a small proportion being allocated by the State

I hope the Minister's officers have been able to speak
to those who have raised concern and with members
of the cooperative so that a speedy solution will be
reached. Will the Minister advise whether he has
investigated the matter? If not, will he investigate it
and respond?

Flooding of Maribymong River
Mr SEITZ (Keilor) - I direct the attention of the
Minister for Natural Resources to the recent flooding
of the Maribyrnong River and the plight of certain
land-holders in Keilor, especially the market
gardeners. Will the Minister visit the area to see first
. hand the flood damage along the river in the Keilor
area where the market gardens are situated?
On Monday I was taken on a tour of the area by the
Milbum family, who have been market gardeners in
the area for generations. They understand the
problems and want Melbou~e Water in particular
to take remedial action to alleviate the flood damage
to their water sprinklers and crops. That is of great
concern to me, and I have been supporting market
gardeners in that area for many years.
There is meant to be some remedial work on the
embankment of the Maribyrnong River to stop
erosion. Considering all the topsoil that is washed
into the bay, the cost of dredging the channel further
up the Yarra River must be just as great as the cost of
stopping the soil from flushing into the bay or the
Maribymong channel from the Maribymong River.
If one considers the planning permits and
subdivisions that have been issued further
upstream, it can be seen that greater amounts of
stormwater would go from drains into the river; in
the past there would have been mainly run-off from
farms. Water would seep through and the soil
would act as a sponge, with the water slowly going
into the river. Now there are more problems and I
can see more flooding occurring in the future.

Erosion of embankments has nothing to do with the
farmers using the land. Urgent work is needed. The
market gardeners have been looking after the
embankment of the river. I ask the Minister to come
out to the area and meet with market gardeners. He
should listen to their explanations and then listen to
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the Melbourne Water experts who seem to be telling
Minister after Minister nonsense.

Reconstruction of Goulbum Valley
Highway
Mr KILGOUR (Shepparton) - I raise with the
Minister for Roads and Ports, through the Minister
for Industry and Employment, who is at the table,
the reconstruction of the Goulburn Valley Highway.
The latter Minister had the pleasure of driving along
the Goulburn Valley Highway last week when he
visited the beautiful city of Shepparton, and it was
extremely good to see him visit the area.
VIC ROADS has released a highway roads strategy
for the future construction of the Goulburn Valley
Highway between the Hume Highway and
Shepparton. The publication mentions the
construction of the Hume Highway in sections, with
a number of stages including a bypass at Nagambie,
~ divergence of the road at Murchison, and going
into the City of Shepparton by the year 2000 with a
duplicated highway. In the future there will also be
a bypass of the City of Shepparton going through to
New South Wales.
This highway carries as much traffic as the Hume
Highway and is vitally important to the carriage of
traffic from Melbourne to Brisbane in particular. We
are also looking at a short-term duplication of the
highway through the City of Shepparton. A number
of alternatives have been suggested: one leaving the
highway at Longwood and coming down Williams
Road and the other follOWing the current route of
the Goulburn Valley Highway.
The concern of residents in the Shepparton area is
how they will be affected by changes to this
highway route. There will certainly have to be much
land acquired or some farmers will lose land along
the highway. I urge the Minister to ensure that the
impact statements are made and that the local
government authorities get together with
VIC ROADS to discuss what will happen and which
route the highway will take.
I hope the Minister can make arrangements for full
consultation with the people in my electorate to
ensure that they know where the highway will go in
the future, what will happen to their properties and
whether they will need to sell land now or can wait
until later to do so. I urge the Minister to make those
arrangements.
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Better Roads fuel levy
Mr HAMILTON (Morwell) - I bring a matter to
the attention of the Treasurer on behalf of a firm, N.
J. and N. F. Bransgrove Pty Ltd, which operates a
small road transport business in the Latrobe Valley.
This concerns a request by that company to the
Treasurer for a review of the 3 cents a litre fuel tax
that was imposed in the current Budget. The
company's letter to me states:
You will no doubt conclude from this that we are not
particularly happy with the government attitude of
disregard for our industry, and so our livelihood, and
further afield, of the people we personally, and others
in the industry service.

The writers of the letter go on to argue that they
believe the passing on of the necessary additional
cost to their industry via the fuel tax causes harm,
especially to country operators, who already face an
additional difficulty because they live in the country
where fuel is dearer and they have higher transport
costs.
In its letter of 20 September the company states:
We look forward to your reply, but please do not insult
our intelligence with the tired old argument that
"trucks must be taxed as they don't pay their way".
This is a major untruth! The facts are - -

Mr MACLELLAN (Minister for Planning) - On
a point of order, Mr Speaker, it is clear that the
honourable member for Morwell is seeking a change
to legislation. I understand that the rules applying to
the debate on the adjournment motion do not allow
for honourable members to seek that legislation be
changed, but provide that only matters of urgent
public importance may be raised.
Mr HAMILTON (Morwell) - On the point of
order, Mr Speaker, I am making representations on
behalf of constituents who are seeking a reply to a
letter.
The SPEAKER -Order! I do not uphold the
point of order. At no stage did the honourable
member for Morwell mention the word '1egislation"
or seek any alteration to any Act; he asked for relief.
Mr HAMILTON - The point of the letter is that
these small business operators believe they are being
unfairly treated and seek some relief from the
burden being imposed on them under the current
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Budget. 1 hope that the Treasurer will treat the letter
seriously.

Murray Valley school bus services
Mr JASPER (Murray Valley) - I raise a matter
for the attention of the Minister for Education
concerning the St James Primary School in my
electorate. The school, which has 16 students, is
closing voluntarily at the end of the third term. As
part of that arrangement some of its students will
transfer to the Tungamah Primary School and some
to the Devenish Primary School. Changes are
needed to school bus arrangements for students who
will be commencing at either of those schools next
Monday.

Under the rules applying to school bus operation,
although the arrangements for school buses for the
Devenish area would change, those for the
Tungamah area would not. 1 ask the Minister to
examine whether the arrangements in relation to the
service to Tungamah Primary School can be changed
to allow the bus to travel further south on its current
route so that it will come closer to the St James
township. Such a change would assist students
wishing to travel from the area just north of the
township of St James to the Tungamah Primary
School.
Following the cooperation exhibited by the parents
and students of the St James Primary School in
relation to the voluntary closure of the school, 1
request a softening of the regulations concerning the
operation of school buses so that an appropriate
alternative may be provided for students who wish
to travel to either the Tungamah or Devenish
primary schools.
I ask the Minister to make an investigation and
supply a positive response quickly so that changes
to school bus routes can be implemented in the early
part of the fourth term.

Strategic Industry Research Foundation
Mr LEIGHTON (Preston) - In the absence of the
Minister for Small Business, 1 raise for the attention
of the Minister for Industry and Employment, a
matter concerning the Strategic Industry Research
Foundation, which in part comes within his
portfolio responsibility. Will the Minister clarify
what assistance the foundation will give to small
business? There is currently concern and confusion
among small business operators arising from a

Wednesday,29 September 1993

report published in the Herald Sun of Monday, 13
September 1993. In part the article states:
Beneath the hype surrounding the State Budget lies a
pile of opportunities for individual businesses to get
hold of money and assistance ... For starters small and
medium-sized manufacturing businesses in the
high-tech area can ask for financial assistance from the
Strategic Industry Research Foundation ... There will be
$20 million available but it will have to be paid back
and no rates could be given.

The article then quotes the Minister for Small
Business as having said:
A lot of businesses need extra capital. They have
security but not enough to get extra funds.

The difficulty with those comments is, firstly, that it
is not $20 million that is available but $16.5 million
over three years. More importantly, 1 understand
that direct loans are not available to business.
Honourable members will be aware that the
emphasis of the Strategic Industry Research
Foundation is on research. On Monday 20
September, there was effectively a retraction by the
Herald Sun, which says:
The Strategic Industry Research Foundation was not
handing out loans to small and medium businesses in
the high-tern area. Marketing manager for the
foundation, Mr Mark Kestigian, explained there were
some new initiatives in the area but they did not
include loans.
He placed the blame for the misinformation which was
published in Small Business squarely on the shoulders
of an "enthusiastic" State Minister for Small Business,
Mc Vin Heffeman.

Indeed, the Minister's comments caused a lot of
problems. The foundation has been swamped with
calls from small business. 1 ask the Minister to clarify
the assistance the foundation provides to small
business. It is important that it be made public, and
it would be helpful if the Minister would brief the
Minister for Small Business so that he understands
the relationship between the foundation and small
business.

VCE book selection
Mr TANNER (Caulfield) - I direct to the
attention of the Minister for Education the urgent
matter of the text list for the Victorian certificate of
education subjects of English and English as a
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second language for 1994. I urge honourable
members to become aware of the text list of gloom
and doom or, as the Herald Sun says in an article:
VCE death list book selection

Will the Minister examine the list of books set down
for study in 1994?

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr TANNER - We do not need idiotic
comments from members of the opposition on
matters of this importance. They should take notice
of the seriousness of the issue.
The SPEAKER - Order! I ask the members of
the opposition frontbench to remain silent.
Mr TANNER -It is a serious issue. I understand
a teacher from the Footscray City Secondary College
says:
Twenty of the 30 texts are just impossible ... the list has
been framed with a total disregard for the suicide rate
of young people in this city.

The majority of the books on the text list are full of
doom and gloom. It was described by a respected
educationalist as an horrific list. I shall describe what
these teachers and others are concerned about. For
instance, the Text Selection Committee describes Tell
Me I'm Here as "uncompromising and intimate detail
about schizophrenia". The Bell Jar is a story about a
nervous breakdown and an attempted suicide. Night
records years as a child in Auschwitz. Simone de
Beauvoir's A Very Easy Death is about her mother's
death after an agonising battle with cancer.
Dislocations is a story about a workaholic
bereavement counsellor who uses her work as a
surrogate personal life. Then there is Emily
Dickinson's I Felt a Funeral in my Brain. No doubt the
next book, The Killing Fields, would cause some
trauma to Asian migrants to this State. I have a copy
of the list and I urge the Minister to consider the
matter.

Kangaroo Ground Primary School
Mr HAERMEYER (Yan Yean) - I direct to the
attention of the Minister for Education the Kangaroo
Ground Primary School. I visited the school a few
weeks ago, and it is an exemplary primary school
providing the highest possible quality of education. I
have been approached by a parent of a student of
that school who is concerned that the school may be

annexed to Research Primary School. The parent is
concerned that this may adversely affect the school.
In his letter to me he says:
Prior to my son transferring to Kangaroo Ground
primary in fowth term 1992, he was attending Eltham
North Primary School which was a much larger school.
Since his transfer I have witnessed the improvement in
my son's knowledge and reading and writing. I believe
that this is due to the better teacher:student ratio at
Kangaroo Ground and the fact that the teachers are
able to devote more time to assisting and improving
each child.
The curriculum that is provided by Kangaroo Ground
primary is wider than that at many of the larger schools
in this area and is provided at a cheaper cost per
student than many of the other schools in the area. The
school and staff have vision and will provide an
excellent future for the children of this area for many
years to come. The Kangaroo Ground Primary School
applied for the Schools of the Future program and was
accepted as an associate school and will commence in
the program on 1 July 1994.
The Minister, Mr Don Hayward, was quoted as saying
that ''We are not looking for any more cuts. We are not
looking for cuts in money, we are not looking for any
more cuts in teachers, we are not looking to close any
more schools".

Kangaroo Ground Primary School is part of the
Schools of the Future program, but if it is forced to
be annexed with another school it will be a school
with no future. I ask the Minister to give an
assurance that should the school community not
wish to be annexed to another school it will not be
forced to do so.

Watsonia Heights Primary School
Ms GARBUTI (Bundoora) - I direct to the
attention of the Minister for Education the Watsonia
Heights Primary School, which has been placed in a
quality provision task force with four other schools.
The first problem is the selection of schools placed in
the task force because which schools were included
and which schools were left out predetermined the
outcome and ruled out a number of options. There
was no consultation about the task force. In fact,
there was no consultation during the entire process,
and that is a major concern of the school. It was not
consulted about the information to be presented and
considered and the options that were drawn up and
eventually presented to the school community.
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The majority of the recommendations were that the
school be merged at the site of another school Greensborough Primary School. The Watsonia
school community has pointed out to me that it is
the largest school in the task force and is able to
stand on its own. It has an excellent curriculum and
is particularly strong in outdoor curriculum areas
such as sports. It has a history of community
support and involvement from the wider
community as well as from parents, and it has large
and well-developed outdoor facilities, which has led
to the development of its expertise in that
curriculum area.
The school sent a minority report to the Minister
seeking a chance to stand alone. It believes it can do
that successfully as it has been doing over a number
of years. I seek an assurance from the Minister that
the minority report will be given serious
consideration.

Responses
Mrs WADE (Minister responsible for Women's
Affairs) - The honourable member for Altona
raised concern about the treatment of women in
advertising. In particular she objected to an
advertisement for undergarments by Berlei
Industries, which suggested that glamorous and
expensive underwear is wasted on those of us who
are aged more than 20 or who are married. I have
not seen the underwear advertisement and therefore
cannot comment on it.
However, advertisements that denigrate women or
portray them as sexual objects to sell goods that in
many cases are unrelated either to women or
sexuality are the subject of quite a number of
complaints to my office. I understand they are the
subject of many complaints received by the
Advertising Standards Council of Australia.
Not only are the advertisements denigrating to
women, but the portrayal of women as sex objects is
thought to add to community problems with sexual
offences. I do not know whether the honourable
member is aware of the activities of the Advertising
Standards Council, which has recently received a
number of complaints about advertisements. It has
taken action to remove them from the public arena.
Related to that problem is the portrayal of women as
sex objects on magazine covers, advertising
hoardings and posters in newsagencies and other
premises that sell magazines. I have received more
than 1000 letters - not the standard form letter - of
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complaint about magazine covers and posters. This
matter is of particular concern to mothers of young
boys, who do not wish to see women portrayed to
their sons in a denigrating fashion. They believe
their sons should not grow up with such portrayals
of women.
I assure the honourable member that this matter has
been of particular concern to me for quite some time.
When in opposition the government introduced
amending legislation to try to overcome the problem
of disturbing magazine covers; the government is
still examining ways in which the problem can be
overcome. The government is close to taking action
to solve at least some aspects of the problem raised
by the honourable member and by many other
people in our community.
I am pleased that the honourable member for Altona
was able to attend the launch last week of the
Victorian Women's Council. I thank her for
expressing confidence in the new council and for
suggesting that the matter she raised should be
referred to it. I shall be interested to receive the
views of the Victorian Women's Council, the
establishment of which has fulfilled one of the
government's most important election promises. The
coalition promised to establish a council that would
be more representative than the consultative council
of the previous government.
Although that promise had high priority, the
council's establishment has taken longer than
anticipated because of the tremendous support the
government has received from Victorian women
and the tremendous interest from women who
wanted to become members.
When we advertised the proposal to establish the
council more than 800 expressions of interest were
registered with the Office of Women's Affairs and
356 applications were made by women who wanted
to be members of the council. After careful
consideration of the applications apprOximately 40
women were interviewed. The convenor of the
council is Or Monroe, the Principal of Firbank Girls
School, and last week the 15 members of the council
were appOinted.
The council is most impressive. The quality of
people who applied for appointment was very high
and the council has representatives from virtually
every area of Victoria. The people on the council
have varying professional and cultural backgrounds
and come from different age groups.
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As I said, I am pleased that the honourable member
for Altona sees an important role for the council. I
am sure it will be a very valuable organisation and
will ensure that the government takes women's
views into account in decision-making processes.
Mr JOHN (Minister responsible for Aboriginal
Affairs) - The honourable member for Mildura
referred to the dispute at the Mildura Aboriginal
Cooperative, about which I very am concerned. I am
informed that some of the local Aboriginal people
have had disputes about the operation and financial
accountability of the cooperative. I assure the
honourable member for Mildura that I have had the
matter thoroughly investigated and the allegations
of a lack of accountability are not well founded.
I have taken the matter very seriously.
Accountability in the cooperative is very important
for many reasons, particularly in maintaining public
confidence in and support for the Aboriginal
community, which is important in Victoria.
I am advised that the Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander Commission (ATSIC), which is the
Commonwealth body that controls Aboriginal
affairs, holds the cooperative in high esteem, and my
department funds the cultural program to the tune
of $40000 a year. My department believes the
money has been properly acquitted and is satisfied
with the accountability, as is the State manager of
ATSIC.
Several months ago the honourable member for
Mildura and I visited the cooperative and inspected
the work being done there. The honourable member
has made strong representations in support of the
cooperative's acquisition of a block of land adjoining
the cooperative. I commend him for his work on
behalf of the Koori people and I suggest that those
Koori people who are involved in the dispute should
show some goodwill and come together to talk
through the difficulties. I am sure that with a bit of
goodwill and effort we can resolve the problems.
Mr COLEMAN (Minister for Natural
Resources) - The honourable member for Keilor
raised the issue of river bank deterioration in his
electorate as a result of intense flood pressure last
week. Given the description of the problems being
faced, I will endeavour to visit the area as he
suggested. We might have to do it on Sunday
morning, but so be it. I do not think we will be able
to replace the land, but at least we should be able to
convince Melbourne Water to do something about
the bank deterioration.

747

Mr HAYWARD (Minister for Education) - The
honourable member for Murray Valley raised the
school bussing arrangements for students who
previously attended St James Primary School, and I
would like to take this opportunity of saying how
much I appreciate the very constructive approach
the honourable member for Murray Valley has taken
with schools in his electorate in terms of the quality
provision process and also commend the excellent
approach that the members of the school community
associated with St James Primary School have
adopted in putting the interests of their students first.
They decided voluntarily that their school should
close because they realised that by their students
travelling a short distance and attending slightly
larger schools they would have a broader
curriculum available to them.
I believe there is considerable merit in the matter
that was raised by the honourable member for
Murray Valley, and I will certainly confer with my
colleague the Minister for Public Transport to
ascertain whether we can get a more flexible
arrangement for the bussing of those students to
meet their individual needs.
The honourable member for Caulfield raised the
question of the 1994 book list for English as a second
language. When one looks at the book list one can
only describe it as being somewhat sombre in
character. The honourable member for Caulfield
knows that these are matters for the Board of
Studies, which is an independent statutory
authority. I will certainly take up the matter with the
Board of Studies tomorrow and ask it to see what
can be done to brighten up the book list, and I will
get back to the honourable member for Caulfield as
soon as possible.
The honourable members for Yan Yean and
Bundoora raised matters pertaining to quality
provision task forces. The honourable member for
Van Yean referred to the Kangaroo Ground Primary
School. This has been a very important process of
communities looking at how education should be
arranged in the local areas. The reports and
recommendations of the task force are now being
reviewed by me, and it may be of interest to the
House that the process I am using is to start from the
base that the recommendations of the task force
should be accepted, and in the majority of cases that
is possible.
There are some situations where I believe there is a
need for further consideration. The first situation is
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when it appears that the recommendation is not
sound on educational grounds: in other words, there
is no real benefit accruing to students as a result of
the recommendation. The second is where the
recommendation is impractical in terms of the fiscal
arrangements or the costs involved. The third
important situation is where the school puts in a
minority report or where there is clearly some
dissension.

to the rural community new development and the
commitment of the Victorian government to
ensuring that rural communities are enhanced and
enriched and that the produce that is grown in those
rural communities is marketed. Of course, there is a
need to ensure there are very effective highways,
and I should think the Goulbum Valley Highway is
one of those most important highways that require
this sort of attention.

I gather from the remarks of the honourable member
that the school has put in a minority report. In those
three situations I am arranging for further
consultation with the schools. On the basis of the
information provided by the honourable member for
Yan Yean further consultation will be arranged with
the Kangaroo Ground Primary School.

Finally, I attended a meeting of the Australian
Chamber of Manufactures, which really summed up
everything that had happened, because it
epitomised the level of commitment to the
development of rural communities.

The honourable member for Bundoora raised the
Watsonia Heights Primary School. I am familiar
with the situation. As the honourable member
pointed out, there are five schools in the task force
and there are two questions about the possible
merger of Watsonia Heights Primary School and
Greensborough Primary School and the site of the
relocation. This is a complex issue and there is
strength in both arguments. Again it is a matter that
needs to be looked at in a comprehensive way. I will
certainly arrange further consultation with the
schools involved.
Mr GUDE (Minister for Industry and
Employment) - The honourable member for
Shepparton raised for the attention of the Minister
for Roads and Ports concerns he has about the
Goulbum Valley Highway. He referred to
duplication and reconstruction and quite properly
referred to the fact that I had been up in the district
only recently. His concerns are well founded.
Actually, it was a very interesting day and I enjoyed
it. But it was a very important day because it
represented 150 years of a very traditional Victorian
company, the Furphy organisation.
Mr Hamilton interjected.
Mr GUDE - I will not tell you a furphy, but that
is where "furphy" originated from. The furphy the water wagon - was a very important tradition
in Australia in the first world war.
It was a great day. The activities reflected the
importance of industry in society and the jobs that
are part of Victorian and regional development.
Then there was the launch of Food Victoria, bringing

The honourable member requested that his concerns
be directed to the attention of the Minister for Roads
and Ports in another place. The honourable member
is particularly concerned to ensure that an
appropriate impact statement is developed in the
process and that the local community is properly
consulted. I assure the honourable member that I
shall raise the matter with my colleague in another
place, the Minister for Roads and Ports, who I know
is also very familiar with rural Victoria. I am sure he
will be able to deal with the matter effectively and
efficiently.
The honourable member for Morwell raised a matter
for the attention of the Treasurer concerning N. J.
and N. F. Bransgrove Pty Ltd. I understand it is a
small road transport business that does not want
legislation changed but wants the 3 cents a litre
petrol levy removed.
I assume the same firm was equally concerned when
. the previous government introduced the 2 cent levy
with respect to the Pyramid Building Society.
However, I cannot recall the honourable member
raising the matter on that occasion, and I just
wonder whether there is some selective
representation in this regard. As has been pointed
out, the honourable member does not want the
legislation changed, so perhaps he is not really fair
dinkum about the removal of the 3-cent levy.
Notwithstanding that, I shall take up the matter
with the Treasurer on the honourable member's
behalf.
The honourable member for Preston raised a matter
concerning the Strategic Industry Research
Foundation. That matter comes under the
jurisdiction of my administration. I can assume only
that the honourable member was either representing
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the absent member of the opposition or,
alternatively, making a bid for that position!
Mr McNamara - Where is he?
Mr GUDE - He might be a 9-to-5 man. I did not
see him after dinner either yesterday or today, but
tomorrow we will finish at 4.30 p.m., so we will find

out tomorrow whether he is a 9-to-5 man.
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It is not for me to identify or even to know to whom

the board will allocate those funds in the future. It
may want to allocate them to a large organisation,
but it may also want to allocate them to a small
organisation. Essentially it is looking for quality of
outcome. It will try to identify future opportunities
for business in Victoria to ensure the State's
commitment to compete in the international
marketplace, to win export earnings and to develop
input replacement products.

In any event, I must congratulate the honourable

member for Preston, firstly, for representing the
absent Leader of the Opposition; secondly for
getting the name of the new organisation - the
Strategic Industry Research Foundation - correct;
and, thirdly, for identifying correctly the amount of
funds being allocated to the foundation, which is
some $16.5 million over the next three years.
When the honourable member raised this issue he
pOinted out that the newspaper that printed the
story ultimately retracted the error it had made, but
he then sought to try to impugn the Minister for
Small Business as a consequence of some person's
remarks.
The Strategic Industry Research Foundation will
assist in the development of industry and research in
Victoria. The honourable member for Preston
wanted to know whether those funds would be
allocated to small business. The funds will be
allocated by an independent board of the Strategic
Industry Research Foundation in the best interests of
the development of research in Victoria as it affects
and enhances industry in this State.

I have not read the article, but rather than the

Minister for Small Business being off the mark, as
the honourable member for Preston is constantly
suggesting, it may be that the government is trying
to achieve something good! Perhaps it would be a
nice idea if on one occasion between now and
Christmas the honourable member for Preston could
get it right all the way through and raise something
constructive and of interest to Victorians. In any
event, I will refer the matter to the Minister for Small
Business and hope he has an appropriate answer. I
hope the honourable member for Preston has a
better understanding of the matter now than when
he raised it. I congratulate him on at least being
prepared to represent his absent Leader.
Motion agreed to.
House adjourned 11.47 p.m.
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And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

By Mr Sandon (591 signatures)
The SPEAKER (Hon. J. E. Delzoppo) took the chair
at 10.5 a.m. and read the prayer.

PETITIONS
The Clerk - I have received the following
petitions for presentation to Parliament:

Daylesford schools
To the Honourable the Speaker and members of the
Legislative Assembly in Parliament assembled:
The humble petition of the undersigned citizens of the
State of Victoria sheweth that we regard the rural
schools of Hepburn, Yandoit, Korweinguboora, Musk,
Bullarto and Glenlyon in our district of Daylesford to
be vital to the existence of their communities; further,
that we have the right as citizens to live in the
community of our choice and that our children have
the right to safe access to good quality education in
their own communities, as is provided at present by
our rural schools.
Your petitioners therefore pray that all schools in the
Daylesford schools cluster shall be kept open
indefinitely and that they shall continue to be staffed
and resourced at their present levels of the year AD
1993.
And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

By Mr Sandon (451 signatures)

School closures
To the Honourable the Speaker and members of the
Legislative Assembly in Parliament assembled:
The humble petition of the undersigned citizens of the
State of Victoria sheweth that our rural communities
are under direct threat from the closure of our schools
by the government. Our children will face the danger
of long bus travel and suffer educationally if forced to
attend larger and more distant schools.
Your petitioners therefore pray that the government
abandon its thinly disguised proposal to put education
beyond the reach of many by closing schools
throughout country Victoria.

Teacher reductions
To the Honourable the Speaker and members of the
Legislative Assembly in Parliament assembled:
The humble petition of the undersigned citizens of the
State of Victoria sheweth protest against Budget cuts to
public spending on education. This will result in a loss
of more teachers causing an increase in class sizes and
less specialist programs at Panton Hill Primary School.
We have already lost a large proportion of specialist
teachers and our cleaner, resulting in an increase at the
beginning of 1993 in class sizes, a reduction in
programs and parents having to perform more
maintenance and cleaning work.
School council is already faced with having to increase
the financial load on parents with greater fund raising
activities and setting voluntary fees.
We, the underSigned, request that the State government
not proceed with implementing the additional
reduction in teachers as this will have devastating
consequences on our children's future.
And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

By Mr Phillips (110 signatures)

Petrol prices
To the Honourable the Speaker and members of the
Legislative Assembly in Parliament assembled:
The petition of the undersigned respectfully showeth
that:
The citizens of rural Victoria are being discriminated
against through petrol pricing.
Oil companies support discounting of petrol in the
metropolitan area but do not provide for discounting in
rural areas.
Your petitioners therefore request that the State restore
equity in petrol pricing to allow for rural communities
to benefit from petrol price discounting as metropolitan
communities do.
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And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

By Mr Maughan (145 signatures)
Laid on table.
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VICTORIAN PRISON SYSTEM
Mr McNAMARA (Minister for Corrections)
presented report on allegations of
maladministration, corruption and drug trafficking
within the Victorian prison system.

AUDITOR-GENERAL'S REPORT
Laid on table.

Aged care
Ordered to be printed.
The SPEAKER presented Special Report No. 25 on
aged care.

PETROLEUM (SUBMERGED LANDS)
(AMENDMENT) BILL

Laid on table.

Second reading
Ordered to be printed.

PAPERS

Debate resumed from 15 September; motion of
Mr S. J. PLOWMAN (Minister for Energy and
Minerals).

Laid on table by Clerk:
Constitution Act Amendment Act 1958 - Report on
the general election, 3 October 1992.
Statutory Rules under the following Acts:
Caravan Parks and Movable Dwellings Act 1988SR No. 175, together with copies of the following
documents as required by Section 32 of the
Interpretation of Legislation Act 1984 to
accompany the Statutory Rule:

MrTHOMSON (Pascoe Vale) - I thank the
Minister for Energy and Minerals for giving me the
courtesy of a briefing on the legislation yesterday.
The Bill proposes amendments to the Petroleum
(Submerged Lands) Act which mirror amendments
made by the Commonwealth government in June
1991 and arrangements made in other States. 1
believe, with the exception of New South Wales,
amendments to the Act have been made in all other
States of Australia pursuant to the agreement
between the Commonwealth and the States.

Australian Standards:

AS 1170.1-1989 -SAA Loading Code Part 1:
Dead and live loads and load combinations
(as amended)
AS 1170.2-1989 -SAA Loading Code Part 2:
Wind loads (as amended)
AS 1288-1989 - Glass in buildings Selection and installation
AS 3000-1986 -SAA Wiring Rules (as
amended)
AS 3001-1990 - Electrical Installations Movable premises (including caravans) and
their site installations (as amended)
AG 601-1992 -Gas installation Code
AS 3005-1982 - Electrical installations of tents
and similar temporary structures for domestic
purposes
AS 3005.2-1990 -National Plumbing and
Drainage Code Part 2: Sanitary plumbing and
sanitary drainage
Meat Industry Act 1993 -SR No. 174.

Honourable members will be aware that Victoria
and other States have jurisdiction from their
coastline to an area 3 miles offshore and that the
Commonwealth has jurisdiction beyond that. It is
important that there be agreement between the
Commonwealth and the States on this issue as on
many other issues. Companies engaged in activities
offshore, particularly exploration of oil and gas,
need to work under the same regime within the
waters subject to Victorian and Commonwealth
jurisdiction.
The principle of the agreement between the
Commonwealth and the States is strongly supported
by the opposition, and the legislation is consistent
with that principle. The most Significant provision is
that which replaces the requirement for holders of
offshore petroleum titles to lodge securities with a
mandatory requirement for titleholders to take out
insurance for potential liability arising from their
operations. Currently the requirements for
insurance, although usually attached as a condition
of grant or renewal of a title, are not mandatory.

SUNDA Y ENTERTAINMENT (REPEAL) BILL
Thursday, 30 September 1993

ASSEMBLY

Those requirements should be mandatory to ensure
that the community is properly protected, at least
financially, from any liabilities that may come from
offshore petroleum operations.
The Minister said during his second-reading speech:
Although there has never been a major spill from
petroleum exploration operations in this country, this
action will ensure that, in the unlikely case that an oil
spill does occur, environmental clean-up costs will be
fully met by the operators and their insurers.

I do not know that I would be quite as sanguine
about the possibility of an oil spill occurring, but I
strongly support the proposition that mandatory
insurance be in place to protect the community
adequately.
At present the securities lodged by titleholders are
not adequate to meet the costs of an oil spill if one
were to occur, and the mandatory insurance
arrangement is the preferred option.
Other provisions refer to access to information
derived by explorers. Clause 8 empowers the
Minister to extend the period before public access
can be provided to basic information. The point of
the amendment, as explained to me, is that
companies undertaking surveys for oil and gas
research offshore are required to make the
information available to the Minister and the
government, and in due course the information
becomes public knowledge. It is said that this
provision will encourage exploration and possible
mining operations. The Significance of the change is
to give those who go to the trouble to find the
information and develop the data the opportunity to
have a longer period to sell the information or make
use of it in some way before it is made available to
the public. In that way the Bill provides additional
incentives for seismic surveying operations because
the Minister will have the power to extend the
confidentiality period for up to five years.
The Minister said that the measure would enhance
the offshore search for petroleum in Australia. I have
no reason to doubt that it will have that effect and
consequently the opposition supports the
amendment.
It is important that the Commonwealth and the

States work cooperatively in the national interest.
The legislation gives effect to that intention and
desire. The opposition supports the Bill.
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Mr S. J. PLOWMAN (Minister for Energy and
Minerals) - I thank the shadow Minister and the
opposition for their support for this brief but
important Bill, the object of which is to clarify some
clauses in relation to the mirror legislation of other
States and the Commonwealth on petroleum
submerged lands activities.
The Bill will encourage exploration and enable
Victoria and Australia to find more petroleum and
gas offshore.
Clause 4 clarifies the fact that companies or
individuals who carry out exploration must do so
under permits that they have received from the
appropriate authorities. Victoria is concerned about
the breadth of the amendment in clause 4, which
refers to any activities in actual exploration or
preparation for exploration that may be undertaken
without a proper permit. Victoria has expressed this
concern to the Commonwealth and has indicated
that the provision should be clarified to ensure that
organisations know it is field operations that require
permits and that it is not related to administrative
procedures. If a company prepares for exploration
away from the field operation such activities will not
attract the penalties referred in section 19 of the
principal Act. It is likely that further amendments
will occur in future to clarify this provision.
I thank the opposition for supporting the Bill.
Motion agreed to.
Read second time.
Passed remaining stages.

SUNDAY ENTERTAINMENT (REPEAL)
BILL
Second reading
Debate resumed from 16 September; motion of
Mr PESCOTI (Minister for Industry Services).
Mr MICALLEF (Springvale) - The Sunday
Entertainment (Repeal) Bill is a small Bill that the
opposition has no difficulty in supporting. It is one
of those sensible Bills that relates Sunday
entertainments to the changing times we live in.
When the principal Act was passed community
feeling was different: Sundays were considered
sacrosanct and any entertainments planned for that
day had to be authorised by the responsible
Minister. Those days are gone. Sunday is just
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another day of the week - although it is still
significant so far as the issue of penalty rates is
concerned.
Victorians have always been able to conduct Sunday
entertainments for which admission is not
charged - free entertainment in the parks and so
on - but the legislation applies specifically to
entertainments where admission fees are charged.
For example, increasing numbers of concerts and
other entertainments are being held on Sunday
afternoons. Once the Act is passed the people who
stage those events will no longer have to seek the
written permission of the responsible Minister,
which is a positive step. The Bill will remove
unnecessarily restrictive controls on business,
industry and the public. The fewer restrictions there
are on business, the better; and we must always be
concerned about the duplication of regulations,
which the Bill overcomes.
The repealing of the principal Act will not mean that
the holding of entertainments where admission is
charged will not be subject to regulatory control. For
example, the Local Government Act will give
councils the power to make laws for the amenity
and convenience of local communities. The Racing
Act prescribes a certain number of Sundays each
year on which races may be held at particular race
tracks. Extra days are allowed with the approval of
the Minister for Sport, Recreation and Racing. As I
said, the repealing of the Act will not mean that the
number of race days will automatically increase,
because other controls will apply.
The Lotteries, Gaming and Betting Act will regulate
betting on foot and bicycle races. Those Acts will
control the number of race days allowed on
Sundays; so there would be little sense in holding
race meetings on days when people were not able to
bet.
These days, few people conducting Sunday events
for which admission is charged bother to obtain
permits under the Sunday Entertainment Act. If
legislation is seen to be out of date and not being
taken notice of - if it is not working - there is little
sense in leaving it on the statute books. The best
thing to do is to remove it while ensuring that the
regulations that continue to apply are complied
with. If that is done, members of the community will
know precisely what the requirements are - and
they will respond accordingly. The opposition
supports the Bill.

Thursday. 30 September 1993

Mr LEIGHTON (Preston) - As the honourable
member for Springvale said, the opposition will not
oppose the Bill. As he also pointed out, the Bill
repeals the 1967 Act that stipulates that a person
must obtain prior approval from the Minister before
holding any form of paid entertainment on Sundays.
It is fair to say that these days few people bother to
seek that approval. Although the Bill will repeal the
principal Act,other legislation will continue to
regulate the holding of entertainments on Sundays.
They include the local government, racing and
lotteries, gaming and betting Acts.
When preparing my speech I read the 1967 debate to
discover what honourable members of the day had
to say about the issue. In 1967 the Sunday
Entertainment Bill was regarded as a modern,
reforming measure. During debate on the Bill, the
then Chief Secretary, Mr Rylah, is reported as saying
at page 2312 of Hansard of 22 November 1967:
Its purpose is to modernise and clarify the law relating
to entertainments held on a Sunday and to control the
holding of public entertainments for profit on that day.

On 30 November 1967, the opposition spokesman,
Mr Sutton, is reported as saying at page 2718 of
Hansard:
The provisions of the Bill are in harmony with the
increasingly permissive spirit of our time.

Back in 1967 that Bill was viewed as modern
legislation. Until then, Imperial Act No. 21 of George
III regulated the holding of entertainments on
Sundays -and I shall quote briefly from that 1780
Act. Although there are two versions of it, I shall not
attempt to read the original because it is written in a
script very different from what we are used to. The
Act is drafted in an unusual form, because it
contains not only the legislative prescriptions but
also the reasons and logic underlying it. The Act, the
short title of which is the Sunday Observance Act
1780, states in part:
Be it enacted by the King's most excellent Majesty, by
and with the advice and consent of the lords spiritual
and temporal, and commons, in this present Parliament
assembled, and by the authority of the same, that from
and after the passing of this present Act any house,
room or other place which shall be opened or used for
publick entertainment or amusement, or for publickly
debating on any subject whatsoever, upon any part of
the Lord's Day, called Sunday, and to which persons
shall be admitted by payment of money or by tickets
sold for money, shall be deemed a disorderly house or
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place; and the keeper of such house, room or place shall
forfeit the sum of two hundred pounds for every day
that such house, room or place shall be opened or used
as aforesaid on the Lord's Day, to such person as will
sue for the same, and be otherwise punishable as the
law directs in cases of disorderly houses ...

This Act was called An Act for preventing certain
Abuses and Profanations on the Lord's Day, called
Sunday". It points out the religiOUS sanctity of
Sunday when it was seen very much as the Sabbath.
The Act also states:
11

And for the better preventing persons assembling on
the Lord's Day for such irreligious purposes as
aforesaid, be it further enacted by the authority
aforesaid ...

The Act then went on to ban virtually any forms of
activity on Sundays.
As I have pointed out, back in 1967 the Act that was
passed, the one we are now repealing, was seen as a
modern piece of legislation, but over the past 30
years there have been considerable developments.
For many people in our community Sunday is not
even necessarily their Sabbath; it could be on
Saturday or, as for Moslems, on Friday.
I see my position of not opposing the Bill as
following on from previous comments I made
during the debate on the Shop Trading (Further
Amendment) (Amendment) Bill - that is, I believe
Sunday is very much a day that should be reserved
for leisure, recreational activities or religious
worship, depending on the beliefs and values of the
individual concerned. The Bill follows from that and
will enable people to carry out leisure and
recreational activities without the archaic process of
applying to the Minister for approval.
Mr PESCOTf (Minister for Industry Services)In summing up I express the appreciation of the
government for the opposition's support of this
simple legislation. I thank particularly the shadow
Minister, the honourable member for Springvale, for
his contribution, and the honourable member for
Preston for the historical research he did before
making his contribution.
It is interesting to consider what might have
happened prior to 1780; obviously there was seen to
be a need for this Act in 1780. One wonders what
sort of riotous behaviour was occurring in Britain
before the introduction of the Act. It is also
interesting that King George III was the first
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Hanoverian who could speak English. The first two
Georges were unable to speak English; perhaps they
were unable to communicate with people enough to
explain that it was not proper to misbehave on
Sundays and eventually this special legislation had
to be introduced.
As the honourable member for Preston has
described, the Act existed for nearly 200 years as the
guiding framework for what should occur on a
Sunday. It is interesting that it took much less than
200 years to bring us to the stage where it seems
anachronistic to have legislation requiring
Ministerial approval for an event to be held and that,
according to the legislation we are repealing, it could
be held only after 1 p.m.
I thank the opposition for its contribution and hope
the citizens of the State of Victoria will be able to
enjoy the fruits of this legislation.
Motion agreed to.
Read second time.
Passed remaining stages.

OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH AND
SAFETY (MISCELLANEOUS
AMENDMENTS) BILL
Second reading
Debate resumed from 16 September; motion of
Mr PESCOTf (Minister for Industry Services).
Mr MICALLEF (Springvale) - The opposition
will be opposing the amendments in the
Occupational Health and Safety (Miscellaneous
Amendments) Bill. I shall endeavour to explain the
reasons why to the House.
The principal Act, which was introduced in 1985,
provided a new approach to occupational health
and safety legislation in Victoria. Prior to 1985 there
was another Act, but under that Act the overseeing
of occupational health and safety by regulatory
authorities was disjointed. The plethora of
regulatory approaches to organising health and
safety within a workplace was not working.
Some statistics were put together on factories and
other workplaces. It was found that an inspector
would visit a workplace around once every 80 years.
In the old days things were not good! Also the
approach of the inspector was purely to look at
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machine guarding and other such matters within the
workplace. Occupational health and safety became
far more sophisticated in later years. Concerns have
obviously been raised about the whole workplace
and not just one aspect of the workplace, so the old
Act was seen not to adequately cover the concerns
and protect the safety of workers in Victoria.
When the original Bill was introduced the estimated
cost of workplace injury and disease was around
$6.5 billion a year Australia-wide. The loss to the
nation and a non-productive drain on the economy
was seen as 4 per cent of gross domestic product and
equivalent to the earnings of 360 000 workers, so in
an economic as well as a social sense it was a
tremendous drain on the economy. In Victoria
around 90 000 people are seriously injured at work
each year. That is an indictment. Every week
someone is killed; an average of 56 workers are
killed in Victoria each year in the workplace. Again,
that is totally unacceptable. The human cost to those
involved and their families is immeasurable.
One has only to consider the Age '1nsight" articles
mentioned yesterday which report the case histories
of young workers killed and the catastrophic effects
that has had on their families, both on children
growing up without their fathers and on the
economic circumstances of the families left behind. It
is absolutely devastating to those families.
In the majority of cases these so-called accidents are

entirely preventable. As I stated, work-related
injuries and diseases cost more than $6 billion a year
in compensation and lost working time.
ApprOximately 1600 compensation claims are made
each week in Victoria. I suppose there will be fewer
claims following the introduction of the new criteria
for WorkCover, under which some claims may not
qualify as work related and will therefore not be
reflected in the statistics. If there is a significant drop
in claims in ensuing years, it will be partly for that
reason.
We start from the basis that employers have a
responsibility to protect the health and safety of
their workers. The figures I have given do not
necessarily cover the entire area of responsibility for
industrial injury and disease because some
work-related diseases, such as asbestos-related
cancers and other cancers caused by exposure to
carcinogens, do not show up for many years. In the
case of mesothelioma, an asbestos-related cancer of
the lining of the lung, the latent period can be up to
40 years. It has been common for an asbestos-related
cancer to become apparent 2S years after exposure.
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It is difficult, therefore, to compile accurate statistics
and we can only make an assessment.

We all accept it is a great cost to the community. The
principal Act contained some key aspects, including
a legal obligation on employers to provide a healthy
and safe workplace, which was very important.
Failure to provide such a workplace was a breach of
the law. Other'aspects, including the right of health
and safety representatives to stop unsafe work, the
appointment by unions of health and safety
representatives and the provision of training for
health and safety representatives, were also
important.
Other aspects of the legislation were a provision for
health and safety representatives to be given time off
by employers, and government grants to unions for
conducting health and safety courses. Unfortunately
those grants seem to have dried up. The Minister
responsible for the legislation at the time, the
Honourable Jim Simmonds, a former member of this
House, engaged in an extensive consultation process
that involved the unions, the Trades Hall Council
and the major employer groups.
The original Bill was the subject of extensive
consultation in the early 1980s. The then government
believed that injury and disease and the cost burden
they impose on the community could be prevented,
that that was the thrust of the legislation and that it _
should, therefore, have been accepted and
supported by the community.
During that period several employer groups raised
strong concerns about the legislation. Many regional
meetings were conducted by the then Leader of the
OppOSition, now the Premier. I remember in 1985
attending a public meeting at Moorabbin at which
he vehemently attacked the proposed legislation,
saying it would unleash industrial saboteurs and
was intended to allow trade unions to attack
industry. That observation has been totally
disproved. It was the Premier firing from the hip,
which is his style.
The legislation has been well received and accepted
by the employer organisations, although I accept
they do have some concerns. The basic thrust of the
arguments put up at the time by the conservative
parties was that the legislation had been drafted by
the trade union movement, that it gave no power to
employers and that if we imposed too many costs on
industry many workplaces would be closed down.
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The argument about cost to industry does not gel. In
the longer term, a safe workplace is a more
prod uctive workplace. Industrial relations in those
workplaces will also improve and will involve
greater consultation. More enlightened employers
who embraced a consultative approach had no
difficulty whatever in living with the legislation.
When the legislation was passed in 1985, a key
objective of the WorkCare package was to reduce by
a minimum of 10 per cent over a 100year period the
number of claims by employees. That has basically
been achieved. Another objective was the lowering
of the cost of claims in relation to average weekly
earnings so that the overall costs to industry would
be lower.
Other objectives were the prevention of occupational
injury and disease and a reduction in the incidence
and severity of workplace accidents and disease
through the development of specific programs and
activities. The result was the establishment of the
former Occupational Health and Safety
Commission, which developed regulations, codes of
practice and guidelines for industry, educational
facilities for workplaces and codes of practice for
dealing with non-English speaking workers.
Unfortunately the current government has
dismantled the commission. It was a tripartite body
modelled on the Occupational Health and Safety
Commission in the United Kingdom, which was
established following the Robens report. The
commission encouraged a consultative process of
worker involvement in the establishment of
guidelines, regulations and codes of practice by
which workers would have to abide. It made a lot of
sense that the people who were to be policed and
regulated by those guidelines should be part of the
process of formulating them. Many valuable
recommendations and guidelines on noise, asbestos,
manual handling and so on were developed through
that process.
The Minister has established an advisory committee
but I am not sure of its status, to whom it reports,
what recommendations have been made and so on.
Perhaps the Minister will report on the activities of
the committee when he responds at the conclusion
of the second-reading debate.
Employers have,said that the Act has inherent
problems, but overall it has served to provide a
focus for occupational health and safety. It has
raised awareness about the importance of health and
occupational safety issues in the Victorian
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workplace. Employers support the framework of the
legislation - and that is important. Trade unions,
employers and the community believe the basis of
the legislation is sound and that it should not be
dismantled.
In 1989, with the change in community attitudes,
penalties were significantly increased for breaches of
the Act. At the time the former Labor government
and the then Minister for Labour, Mc Pope, signalled
that a tough new approach would be taken to deal
with those who did not comply with the
occupational health and safety regulations. The
philosophy of the regulations was not totally reliant
upon compliance and penalties. It also involved
consultation and involvement, through the
authority, on the appointment of safety
representatives, the rights of inspectors, access to
information, consultation, training and so forth. A
combined approach was taken. It was not entirely
reliant upon regulation, compliance and fines, which
was the approach adopted in the United States of
America. It took a much more legalistic approach
through OHSA.
I had the privilege of visiting the United States in
1980. I spoke to many groups, including workers
and representatives from university and health
areas. I was impressed by their interest in
occupational health and safety. However, I believe
our approach of giving workers and trade unions a
key role was better than waiting for an inspector to
call to issue a citation for a breach of the Act, which
was the legalistic approach taken in the United
States. America has a cumbersome system that was
not based on the development of appointing safety
representatives, which was taken from the
well-regarded and effective Swedish system. The
Scandinavian countries had been the leaders in
occupational health and safety. They consulted and
developed standards and we took the best aspects of
those standards.
In 1989 the former Minister believed it was
necessary to increase fines and penal ties for those
who breached regulations. Maximum fines were
increased to $250 000, which signalled that the
government was serious. Fines could be imposed for
assaulting or hindering an occupational health and
safety inspector, failure to comply with a prohibition
notice and discrimination against an employee
involved in occupational health and safety activities.
The former government's key approach was for
prevention rather than prosecution. A prosecution
branch was set up and a number of convictions were
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gained. Unfortunately the courts have historically
imposed low penalties for breaches of the Act.
When I was a practitioner in the field during the
19705 and 1980s breaches of the Act that resulted in
workers losing parts of their hands or fingers led to
employers receiving fines as low as 50 cents. That
was not unusual. We have come a long way since
those days. Traditionally magistrates have been
loath to hand down penalties that reflect the nature
of the breaches and the impact on the worker and
his or her family.
In yesterday's Age an article by Jacqui McDonald as

part of the ''Insight'' series referred to a report
released by the University of Melbourne that was
compiled by a lecturer, Mr Richard Johnstone. He
said that Victoria's judiciary is reluctant to view
health and safety offences as real crimes. They tend
to shift the crimes for injuries and deaths onto
workers. That report does not surprise me because it
bears out what we all know from our experiences in
the field. Those findings contradict other areas of the
law such as sections 45(d) and 45(e) of the Federal
Act and the way in which courts have handed down
fines in cases such as the Mudginberri Abattoir and
Dollar Sweets cases. Unions have been penalised
because of a restraint of trade.
Mr Perrin - They have breached the law.
Mr MICALLEF - But they did not breach a law
that resulted in the death of workers. I am not
saying that that is not the law of the country but that
there are two approaches to breaches of the law.
Courts have imposed fines of hundreds of
thousands of dollars for breaches of the Trade
Practices Act by unions but when there is a breach of
the Occupational Health and Safety Act which has
caused the death of a worker it has resulted in only a
$20 000 fine. Is everyone equal in the eyes of the
law? We should not be critical of the courts, but I
raise the issue of the difference between the
penalties in those two cases, especially when a
worker is killed each week in Victoria.
The Johnstone report found that penalties for
breaches were generally low even if a breach
resulted in the death of a worker. The lowest fine of
$2500 was awarded against Petroleum Refining
Australia after a worker was killed when welding on
steps and a tanker ignited. Civil and Civic, a
construction company, was fined $20 000 when an
employee fell 71 metres down a lift shaft when
working on a Bourke Place building. It was the first
company to be charged under the Crimes Act over
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an industrial case. Victoria has led the way by
providing power for the authorities to bring an
industrial case under the Crimes Act for significant
breaches. That is important.
Instead of weakening the legislation, the
government should be strengthening it and should
be more detemtined to ensure compliance with
health and safety regulations in regard to both
prosecutions and consultation with workers. In 1991
I had the pleasure of meeting with the then
Attorney-General of Los Angeles, Mr Ira Reiner,
who spoke about the approach in the USA where
company officials are convicted and sentenced on
murder charges. In one case officials were sentenced
to 25 years gaol for the death of a Polish employee as
a result of cyanide poisoning. If the USA, with all the
pressures of a weakened trade union movement and
an extremely strong industrial lobby, is able to adopt
that approach to compliance with safety legislation,
that shows what can be done. If injuries in the
workplace are a result of criminal negligence
through a breach of the Act, the families of the
injured or maimed workers should be made to feel
that justice will be done.
The article in yesterday's Age also gives several
other examples of workplace deaths and the fines
imposed as a result: the Public Transport
Corporation was fined $7500 in the Melbourne
Magistrates Court when an employee was killed;
Kone Elevators was fined $15 000 as a result of the
death of an employee; Hillcrest Tyrepower was
fined $7500 for the death of an employee; Melbourne
City Council was fined $2500 for a death, and no
conviction was recorded; Eamack Riggers was fined
$5000 in the Geelong Magistrates Court, and that is
generally a very small fine; Max Miller Carpets was
fined $15 000 for the death of an employee; and Van
Leer Australia was fined $5000 for a death, and a
conviction was recorded.
Those figures support that important study, and I
hope the government considers seriously that study.
I do not know how the problem of magistrates
handing out small fines is overcome, but we have
seen massive lobby groups out in the streets
protesting about particular issues, and the Acting
Speaker is aware of that in regard to leniency in
sentencing. In this case, with his philosophy of being
concerned about lenient sentencing, he might join
with me out in the street and support justice being
done in the workplace. That is especially so when
innocent families are made to suffer because of the
actions of irresponsible employers.
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I will now go through the Bill, and I hope the
Minister for Industry Services responds to my
concerns. I am not sure whether the Bill will be
debated in Committee, but I will go through each
clause and I will expect the Minister to respond.
Clause 4 revises employees' duties, and states:
While at work an employee must (a) take reasonable care for his or her own health and
safety and for the health and safety of anyone else ...

The opposition believes the existing provision
suffices because employees have an obligation to
look after their own health and safety. If they fail to
comply with that obligation and are injured or
become ill due to their work, they will suffer from
loss of income and will be put on the WorkCover
system. The new system is not attractive and within
a matter of months they will receive no more
compensation payments. Employers have a
responsibility to cooperate in that sense, and if they
do not, they certainly suffer the consequences.
It is understood that employees must take

reasonable care, so this clause is unnecessary. In one
sense it may cut across the legal responsibility of the
employer to provide a safe and healthy work
environment.
I shall give some examples of what happens in the
workplace. Employers often take shortcuts; for
example, machines are not adequately guarded and,
in extreme cases, guards are removed altogether.
Recently I was talking to an inspector who told me
of an employee in a butcher shop whose finger was
cut off. The guard on the particular machine was
removed by the employer, and the irony is that some
time later his finger was cut off. That may be poetic
justice, but it would have been better if the incidents
had not occurred.
Both overt and direct pressure is placed on workers
where, through the introduction of bonus rates and
incentive payments, they are encouraged to cut
corners. That may technically be seen as a worker
not taking reasonable care, but those situations arise
because there is pressure to comply with employers'
directions. The clause is unnecessary.
The opposition is concerned about clause 5, which
removes the specific role of trade unions. Trade
unions have not abused the legislation. As I said
before, in 1985 there was talk about industrial
sabotage, but that has not happened. In many cases
the unions have been responsible for the policing of
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behaviour and the actions of their members by
advising and providing training courses. Those
courses have been tremendously productive in
raising awareness and improving the consultation
process to a sophisticated form so that if health and
safety issues exist in a workplace, they can be
resolved through negotiation rather than
confrontation. The unions have been responsible for
that, and they have done it effectively. For the
government to say that the unions should be cut out
of the action because of their compliance,
involvement, interest and commitment is absolute
nonsense and it is legislative vindictiveness that the
State can do without. If the government wants to get
the support of workers in the workplace for
occupational health and safety issues, it must accept
the involvement of trade unions. To do it in any
other way would make a mockery of consultation.
Mr Perrin interjected.
Mr MICALLEF - I shall answer that disorderly
interjection. It makes no difference to a
non-unionised workplace because the unions do not
represent workers there anyway. It is nonsense to
say, 'What about non-unionised workplaces?" The
intent is to treat non-unionised workplaces simply
as workplaces - although unions should play a
necessary role. The consultation will occur with the
trade union organisation within a workplace.
I believe the provision results from employer
pressure on the government. It is unnecessary and
will create friction in some workplaces where
employers may try to apply the strict letter of the
legislation by saying, "This is not a trade union
responsibility. It is a responsibility of my
employees". Then the employees may say, 'We are
union members". That is all unnecessary nonsense.
The provision will become an impediment and will
sidetrack the necessary concentration in the
workplace on safety issues. I ask the Minister to
re-examine the provision.
The application of the Act will be open to challenge
in the courts on the basis that a union is not duly
authorised to act on behalf of employees. All sorts of
questions will be asked. According to the legislation,
if a worker wishes someone to represent him or her,
that wish must be expressed in writing. That is
nonsense. The picture becomes clouded if
arguments about who represents whom and what is
happening have to proceed in courts or industrial
tribunals. The provision will impede the proper
implementation of an Act that has worked well. The
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role of unions is fundamental and extremely
important.
Clause 7 is a regrettable provision. It means that
health and safety representatives will no longer have
the right to inspect workplace activities or
operations that could impinge on the health and
safety of workers whom they represent. At the
briefing on the Bill departmental representatives
said that that is not the intent of the clause.
However, legal advice obtained by the opposition is
that, for example, a worker in one area who detects
fumes from the airconditioning system that are
affecting workers in another part of the workplace
does not have the right to inspect the problem
because it may be outside his or her designated
work area. That is an impediment to operation of the
Act, which has worked well in the past.
No problem would occur where there is a good
consultative process, where there is goodwill and
where negotiations occur as part of the everyday
involvement of workers in an organisation. But this
clause means a worker cannot be involved in
making the whole of a workplace safe. A worker
who is not directly involved in other workplace
areas may indirectly suffer consequences from
operations in other workplace areas.
Clause 7 will alter section 31(2)(c) to read:
if practicable, consult the health and safety

representative of a designated work group on all
proposed changes to the workplace ...

That provision imposes a limitation on workers;
there seems to be no reason why a duty to consult
should be qualified by the use of "if practicable". At
present there is a duty to consult. The government
acknowledges that consultation occurs in almost
every case. The clause provides that where changes
are made in a workplace by an owner or
management in relation to "plant or substances used
at the workplace" it may not be practicable for the
owner or management to consult with workers
about the changes. Most changes follow prior
planning, and it is unreasonable to suggest that an
owner or management should consult only if
practicable.
Mr Perrin - What if he's on holidays?
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Cooper) - Order!
The honourable member for BUlleen will help by not
interjecting.

Thursday, 30 September 1993

Mr MICALLEF - It may be a good idea for the
honourable member to take a holiday so that we can
get on with our business! Business goes on even
when people take holidays. Usually, improvements
or changes are not made on the spur of the moment,
they are planned. When holidays are to be taken,
consultations should occur beforehand or
arrangements should be made for them to occur
between other designa ted personnel. The look on the
face of the honourable member for Bulleen reminds
me of some of the unreasonable situations I have
been involved in. I have often been met with a
totally unreasonable approach to consultation.
Mr Perrin - Nonsense.
Mr MICALLEF - This is what it is all about. You
and I, Mr Acting Speaker, have had many
differences of opinion but we have been able to sit
down and talk through them. One has a problem
when one reaches the point where a problem cannot
be discussed - and I think we have a problem with
the honourable member for Bulleen! That
qualification in proposed section 31(2)(c) is
unnecessary. I ask the Minister to re-examine the
provision.
Clause 9 is headed "Change to discrimination
against employees provision". I reiterate my earlier
comments about increased fines. A fine of up to
$250000 is applicable if there is discrimination
against an employee who has been involved in
occupational health and safety activities. Clause 9
provides that paragraphs (a) and (b) of section 54(1)
be combined into a single paragraph:
(a) performs or has performed any function or duty as a
health and safety representative or as a member of
a health and safety committee; or

The opposition thinks that is somewhat confusing.
The Bill combines paragraphs (a) and (b) of section
54(1), but the new wording does not mean that to
dismiss an employee because he or she had become
a health and safety representative or a member of a
health and safety committee or had taken part in
activities to raise awareness of occupational health
and safety issues in the workplace would constitute
discrimination. The opposition raised this matter at
the briefing and the departmental officers said they
would get back to us; I understand they have not yet
done so. I raise those key issues in the hope the
government will reconsider the amendments.
The Victorian Occupational Health and Safety Act is
one of the best pieces of legislation of its kind in the
world. Employees support it; trade unions support it
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in its entirety - although they would like to see it
go further; and employers would like to see it
watered down, which is what they are now
attempting to do. The Act achieves a reasonable
balance between both positions. Why tamper with
something that is working?
Recent newspaper articles show that many people in
the community are concerned about industrial
injury and disease, and I believe there will be a call
for stricter penalties and more cases of workers
raising those issues. Only this morning I heard on a
radio program Jim Whiting, the recently appointed
Chief Executive Officer of the National Safety
Council of Australia, talking about the differences
between the various States. He said that although it
is hard to compare them, Victoria certainly leads the
way. Between 1986-87 and 1990-91 accident rates fell
from 67.9 to 49.5 per 1000, which is a 27 per cent
reduction. That speaks very highly of the impact of
the legislation and the awareness it has raised. The
national figures show that Victoria's workplace
accident rate has decreased more quickly than have
the rates of other States.
Australia is now moving towards mutual
recognition, and all the States have different
requirements. When the United States of America
introduced a very strict Act that covered all the
States, the States decided they could do it better.
They wanted more stringent regulations, but every
State had to comply with the national baseCalifornia had much higher standards. When I
visited the United States I met with an assistant to
the then Governor of California, Jerry Brown, who
told me that Californians were proud of the fact that
their approach to worker health and safety was
probably the best in the country. There is no reason
why Victoria cannot keep its high standard,
although I understand that from an industry point of
view having national standards is the sensible way
to go.
Another important issue that has been in the news
recently is cigarette advertising. Victoria is trying to
be different from the other States. Queensland is
lowering the regulations pertaining to cigarette
advertising. Smoking has become an occupational
health and safety issue in recent years. Even when I
was a practitioner in the field it was acknowledged
that smoking, combined with asbestos and other
carcinogens raised the chance of becoming a cancer
victim by 100 to 1. Smoking is an industrial problem,
and if the government were serious about its heart
disease and cancer offensive it would be more
consistent and would take a comprehensive
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approach to raising the standards and improving
preventive occupational health and safety measures.
The government should make that approach a key
priority in every workplace. We must have the right
balance between enforcement and education.
Jim Whiting said there should be less emphasis on
sanctions, but I do not entirely agree with that.
Sanctions are a necessary component of the overall
package of occupational health and safetyimprovement notices should be used more
frequently. The legislation will water down the duty
to consult and the ability to issue improvement
notices. Occupational health and safety should be
part of an industrial agreement. There are
agreements, such as the Auto Industry Agreement,
that cover health and safety matters, so the issue is
becoming more a part of industrial negotiations.
The Treasurer said there will be a move towards the
self-regulation of occupational health and safety. In
many cases the move towards enterprise bargaining
agreements that cover occupational health and
safety will improve workplace standards. We need
base legislation from which to work; we should be
improving the Act instead of watering it down. I
hope the Minister will take into account the issues I
have raised.
Mr LONEY (Geelong North) - I point out at the
outset that I oppose the amendments to the principal
Act proposed by the Minister and submit that this
debate should not be taking place. As has also been
said by the honourable member for Springvale, we
should not be debating these changes. They bring
nothing constructive to the Occupational Health and
Safety Act; they should not even be put forward.
Relatively few changes are being made to that fairly
large Act, but those relatively few changes have the
potential, I believe, to turn around the occupational
health and safety gains that have been made in
Victoria over the past decade. I doubt whether
anyone in this Chamber would challenge the
suggestion that gains have been made in
occupational health and safety since the introduction
of the original Bill in 1983 and its amendment in
1985. I believe the Bill has a benign appearance and
a sinister intent.
When examining the changes proposed in the Bill it
is worth casting one's mind back to pre-1982 to look
at the record of the previous Liberal government. Its
record in occupational health and safety in the 27
years it was in office was little short of disgraceful.
During that 27-year period no meaningful
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legislation on occupational health and safety was
introduced in this place; no moves were made to
give formal legislative protection to workers.
In 1969 the Victorian Department of Labour and
Industry investigated 1110 serious industrial
accidents including 26 deaths. By 1980 the number
of cases investigated had risen to 2713 with
37 deaths. In little more than a decade the number of
serious accidents and deaths in Victoria had
increased significantly.
On those figures alone one could say that whatever
was being done was not successful, and of course
the figures for serious injury and death are only the
tip of the iceberg. It must be remembered that
although our knowledge of the causes of workplace
accidents and illnesses had improved markedly, the
figures increased, and nothing was done.
Other forms of illness and injury resulting from poor
workplace health and safety practices are
documented in the 1982 Health Commission of
Victoria report: in 1982 more than 50 000 workers
were suffering from excessive hearing loss as a
result of workplace practices. That occurred not just
in factories but also in offices where keyboards and
computer drone were held responsible.
In addition we have now discovered more about the
effects of chemical handling and storage and the
injuries and illnesses they cause. Prior to 1982 little
effective monitoring of the storage or handling of
chemicals was undertaken, and where poor
practices existed, heavy penalties were not applied.
In the early 1980s the International Labour
Organisation estimated that exposure to chemicals
in the workplace would account for up to 40 per cent
of all cancers between then and 2000. The effects of
poor health and safety practices have huge
consequences.
Another factor that was addressed only after the
change of government in 1982 was the use of
asbestos. Its harmful effects were largely ignored
prior to 1982, and many examples can be found of
technology and particular substances being
introduced without any government monitoring and
without any regard to the long-term effects on the
health of workers.
The government's neglect throughout that period
was short-sighted not only on health and safety
grounds but also on economic grounds. It neglected
the cost of poor health and safety practices in the
workplace through the cost of workers
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compensation, medical bills, workers being placed
on social security, and expenditure on rehabilitation.
If nothing else this government should take note of
the cost effectiveness of reducing the number of
workplace accidents. It is an important point and
that is often overlooked.
Good occupational health and safety practices are
also important in other ways. A healthy, safe
workplace is far more conducive to increased
productivity and quality than a poorly set up
workplace. Productivity and quality were very
much a part of the considerations of the 1983 Bill
and it is worth re-examining its key features.
Mr Perrin - You mean 1985.
Mr LONEY - No, I am speaking about the
original 1983 Bill. One of its key features was
recognition of the role of employees, employers and
the government as a tripartite group concerned with
health and safety practices. They were recognised in
the tripartite commission that was established. The
Bill also recognised that most workplace accidents
are preventable. Those key features should remain
uppermost in our minds today.
Although it is undeniable that at the time there were
misgivings, particularly on the part of employers,
about the introduction of the Bill, today most of
those misgivings about the legislation and its intent
have been overcome. Indeed, in general employers
now support the Act and that is probably the reason
that today only a few amendments are being made
as opposed to the Act being repealed.
I am not denying that although most employers
generally support the Act, some employers would
like to see more changes. However, in general they
support its intent and agree that it has improved the
focus of workplace safety in Victoria. That is what it
was designed to do and that is what it has done. In
1985 the Act was amended, and it has become a real
force for improved occupational health and safety in
Victoria. The 1985 legislation led the world in this
field. The Victorian Parliament should be proud of
that and should be working to strengthen and
improve the legislation, not weaken it.
Occupational health and safety issues are the
industrial equivalent of the road toll. Over the past
10 years attitudes to the road toll have changed
completely, and Parliament has addressed that issue
in a bipartisan way. Social attitudes to the road toll
are now at a different level, and industrial health
and safety should be considered in the same way.
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Workplace accidents resulting in death produce the
same trauma and distress in families as road
accidents resulting in fatalities. Occupational health
and safety should not be considered to be less
important than it is currently. Unfortunately, the Bill
proposes to reduce workplace safety and return
workplaces to the bad old days.

in no representatives for workers. Proposed new
section 29(5) states:

Clause 5 will remove the specific role of trade
unions in the establishment of designated work
groups. The provisions for the election of health and
safety representatives are somewhat misconceived,
which is not unexpected - most of us have
expected it since 3 October last year because such a
move is consistent with the government's ideology.
This move will be detrimental to workplace safety
and will return Victoria to the pre-1983 days when
the legislation failed to give worker representatives
the power to effectively improve workplace
conditions.

However, proposed new section 30(4), which refers
to the way in which elections are to be carried out,
states:

The role of unions under the present Act is largely a
matter of practicality and efficiency. The
amendments overlook that. Even the Minister would
agree that the current legislation has improved
workplaces and that unions have taken their role in
workplace safety seriously. They have provided
skills and resources to assist in the control or
elimination of workplace hazards, and they will
continue to do that. Unions are the most practical
and efficient bodies to provide workplace
representa tives.
The changes proposed by the Bill will have
consequences - the most likely is that in unionised
workplaces the safety representatives will be
unionists. The next most likely consequence in other
workplaces is that fewer safety representatives will
be appointed, or if they are appointed they will not
be active, particularly if the workers in those
work places are not organised in some way.
The third most likely consequence of the Bill is that
safety representatives could be seen to be acting in
the interests of employers, and that could result in
workplace confrontation. So one likely result of the
Bill is that there will be no change but two other
likely consequences will reduce the effectiveness
and efficiency of workplace safety improvements.
The government is motivated by nothing other than
ideology to exclude unions, for whom occupational
health and safety is a major issue. In the past unions
have addressed occupational health and safety
seriously and responsibly. The changes to the
election of designated groups will most likely result

If agreement cannot be reached on the composition of
the designated work groups, the employer or the
employees may apply to the Minister to determine the
composition of the groups.

The Minister may appoint an officer of the Public
Service to conduct the election.

This is an exceptionally unwieldy mechanism that
will in most cases result in the appointment of no
representatives. It will also place greater
responsibility on the Minister to respond quickly
and to ensure officers are available. Unfortunately,
the Minister's record in responding to requests for
training for health and safety representatives is
tardy and that does not inspire any confidence that
he will quickly appoint Public Service officers. With
all these elections having to be conducted by public
servants, the Minister seems sure to blow his budget.
Further amendments to change deSignated work
groups will result in problems, particularly
concerning the right to inspect areas outside the
representative's designated work group, about
which the legislation is unclear. The Bill should be
clarified not by a statement made in this House but
by writing it into the legislation. The Bill must
include a clear and unequivocal right for a properly
elected health and safety representative to inspect all
areas of a workplace.
Problems will not arise if all workers are said to be
in the one designated work group, but if workplaces
are split up into numbers of designated work groups
the power of health and safety representatives to
prevent workplace accidents will be limited.
Changes to section 31(2)(c) will limit the duty to
consult. That is clearly regressive and based on a
double standard. It should be recognised that
workers have rights and responsibilities in
occupational health and safety. Their prior input on
these subjects can prevent workplace accidents and
save money. What change could be made to a
workplace at such short notice that it is
impracticable to consult with employees? Most
workplace changes are planned over considerable
time. What change is the Minister referring to?
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Amendments to paragraphs (a) and (b) of section
54(1) of the Occupational Health and Safety Act
have not been clarified by the Minister. If those
paragraphs are read in isolation it appears that
although an occupational health and safety
representative should not be dismissed for doing his
or her job as the representative, it will no longer be
discriminatory to dismiss such an officer because he
or she is the occupational health and safety
representative. The intent of that change should be
clarified.
There is a need for strong occupational health and
safety in Victoria. Some 90 000 Victorians are injured
at work every year. Each week one Victorian is
killed at work. Those figures should concern
everybody. This is no time to weaken the Act.
The Age report, to which the shadow Minister
referred earlier, shows up the double standard about
workplace accidents. It shows that in general blame
for workplace accidents is put on workers and
negligent employers escape lightly.
An article in yesterday'S Age, which lists the
workplace deaths in Victoria for the first six months
of the year, shows that seven organisations were
prosecuted for occupational health and safety
breaches that contributed to the deaths of
employees. The fines for those seven convictions
ranged from $5000 to $15 000. They are low fines for
negligence resulting in death. The Minister should
consider whether there is a need in occupational
health and safety legislation for a category of
culpability, such as the culpable driving offences
that were introduced to assist in reducing the road
toll. Is there a need in legislation for a culpability
offence to apply to employers?

One of the workplace deaths detailed in yesterday'S

Age occurred in Geelong where a scaffolder was
killed when he fell through an asbestos cement sheet
roof. At the time I was involved with that case to a
small degree through my association with the
Geelong Trades Hall Council. It was a preventable
accident. The worker died and a $5000 fine was
imposed on the company. There is a double
standard.
The Age also reported the Californian experience:
The Los Angeles district attorney, Mr Ira Reiner, on a
trip to Australia in 1991, said the criminal prosecutions
in the United States had acted as a big deterrent to
thousands of companies that had considered cutting
corners on health and safety standards.
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We are not looking at that side of the coin. The
Occupational Health and Safety Act is the other side
of the coin to the Accident Compensation
(WorkCover) Act. If there are to be draconian
accident compensation provisions, the government
at the very least should have the sense to introduce
the best possible occupational health and safety
legislation to prevent accidents and injuries
occurring.
I urge the Minister to reconsider the changes to the
legislation and withdraw the Bill.
Mr PERRIN (Bulleen) - I support the
Occupational Health and Safety (Miscellaneous
Amendments) Bill. I shall make a number of salient
points that may correct some of the
misapprehensions people may have. In 1985 I took
part in the debate on the Occupational Health and
Safety Bill and remember the unusual circumstances
surrounding its introduction. As a result of a
by-election in 1985 the Labor government had
temporary control of both Houses of Parliament and
rammed through two pieces of legislation, one being
the WorkCare legislation, which was an unmitigated
disaster. The coalition government remedied that
situation in the last sessional period.

The second Bill introduced in 1985 was the
Occupational Health and Safety Bill. Because of its
temporary control of both Houses of Parliament the
then Labor government was able to have the Bill
passed with no amendments. It ignored any
commonsense approach in that debate.
If honourable members examine my contribution to
the debate they would recognise that I had a caring
and compassionate attitude to occupational health
and safety in the workplace. That has been the case
for many years. I have worked in some dangerous
workplaces and have taken an active interest in
occupational health and safety matters. I can recount
cases of people who have been killed at places
where I have worked and there have been some
terrible accidents. I do not believe the care and
compassion is coming only from one side of the
Parliament - it is coming from both sides.

The Bill makes minor amendments to the principal
Act. There is consensus of opinion on occupational
health and safety in Victoria and that is the way it
should be. Nobody wants to see people hurt or
injured in the workplace. The Bill contains only eight
clauses that amend minor aspects of the principal
Act and the proposed amendments are reasonable
and sensible.
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I, like the honourable member for Springvale, this
morning listened to Ranald Macdonald on radio
3LO interview a Mr Tim Whiting from the National
Safety Council of Australia. I do not know the
gentleman but I listened to him with some interest
because I knew the Occupational Health and Safety
(Miscellaneous Amendments) Bill would be debated
today. The National Safety Council is the
Australia-wide body that looks after occupational
health and safety matters. I did not disagree with
what Mr Whiting was saying because he was
speaking a lot of commonsense. He said that there
should be a more cooperative approach in the
workplace to prevent accidents before they occur
and we should work together to ensure that our
workplaces are safer.
He also said, which has been missed in this debate,
that he believed there should be uniform legislation
throughout Australia, that we are not seven different
countries on one continent but one nation. He said
that a reasonable approach would be a uniform
approach and I agree with him.
The Bill brings Victoria closer into line with other
States. There will be a more uniform, but not
identical, approach with other States in Australia. I
predict that in the future we will have identical
legislation throughout Australia on occupational
health and safety matters where every State has the
same criteria.
The approach of the National Safety Council of
Australia is admirable, and that is the approach the
government will take. Our aim is to prevent
accidents occurring in the workplace.
The opposition said it would oppose the whole Bill. I
can understand opposition members opposing the
odd clause, but I do not know why they would
oppose the whole Bill.

It is important to put on record the purposes of the
Bill. The first purpose is to remove the role of trade
unions in the establishment of designated work
groups and to allow all employees to be involved in
the election of health and safety representatives.
Another purpose of the Bill is to limit the capacity of
the health and safety representative to inspect areas
outside the designated work groups. Other purposes
are to broaden the definition of the duty of
employees; to ensure that where practicable
consultation takes place on changes to occupational
health and safety, and for the health and safety
representatives to consult with an employer prior to
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issuing a provisional improvement notice. I shall
cover those three aspects in a few moments.
The Bill invokes a consultative and cooperative
approach between employers and employees. If
opposition members had read the clauses they
perhaps would have a better understanding of the
situation. Firstly, the Bill removes the preferential
role given to trade unions in establishing designated
work groups and arranging elections for health and
safety representatives. That is a reasonably
contentious issue and both sides of Parliament will
have to agree to disagree.
I believe strongly that every employee in a
workplace should be involved in occupational
health and safety issues. It should be left totally to
the employees in the group and there should be no
preference for, say, the unions. Currently the
membership of the union movement is declining
rapidly. Only 30 or 40 per cent of workers are
actually members of trade unions. The majority of
people in workplaces throughout Australia are not
members of unions, and trade unions are losing their
relevance. The Federal Minister for Industrial
Relations, Mr Brereton, and the Australian Council
of Trade Unions are arguing about changes he is
proposing to contracts, and it is important to
understand what the Labor Party and the trade
union movement are worried about because the
same situation applies in Victoria. To his credit,
when negotiating contracts in workplaces
Mr Brereton has tried to get the same rights for
non-unionists as for unionists. So it is with the Bill,
which will provide equal opportunity for
everybody. I know that opposition members want
unionists to have preference and I understand why,
because their background is in the union movement.
It is the government's view that every employee in
the workplace should be involved in elections and in
setting up designated work groups.
Another area of importance is the duties of
employees. Clause 4 takes a commonsense approach
that could not possibly be opposed. Clause 4 states:
While at work, an employee must (a) take reasonable care for his or her own health and
safety and for the health and safety of anyone else
who may be affected by his or her acts or
omissions at the workplace;

The operative words are "anyone else who may be
affected by his or her acts or omissions a t the
workplace". In other words there is a duty on an
employee to make sure that his or her actions do not
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cause an injury to anybody else. That has been the
common-law duty of care for many years. A.
practical example is of an employee who spills oil on
the floor and says, ''It is just on the floor; I don't
have to worry about it. If somebody falls over, who
cares?" The Bill provides that someone can say to
that person, "Look, Fred, you have to clean it up
because somebody may fall over and break a leg". I
can give examples of where some employees who
smoke--
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not be available at the time. In that case consultation
with the representative could come later. I
interjected before that the health and safety
representative may be away on leave such as long
service leave, so rather than leaving a workplace in a
dangerous state it is reasonable to provide for action
to be taken to make it safer and to consult about it
later.
Significantly, the concept of "practicable" is defined
in the principal Act. Section 4 states:

Mr Micallef interjected.
" Practicable" means practicable having regard to -

Mr PERRIN - I cannot understand why the
honourable member is opposing it. The government
is trying to make people responsible for their own
actions. The health and safety representative can
clean up the oil or tell the person responsible that he
or she must do it because one of his or her
workmates might get hurt. Clause 4 continues:
(b) cooperate with his or her employer with respect to

any action taken by the employer to comply with
any requirement imposed by or under this Act.

That is commonsense. We already have an
Occupational Health and Safety Act that requires an
employer to comply but does not put an obligation
on an employee. If we are fair dinkum about making
our workplace safer everyone must comply with the
principal Act and employees must take
responsibility for their actions that might cause
injury to other workers. I have no problem with
clause 4 and I find it incredible that the opposition
might vote against it.
The government is supportive of the role of health
and safety representatives. All workplaces should
have them and they should be cooperative. The
changes provided by the Bill are reasonable and
sensible and make the principal Act more workable.
Clause 7 inserts a new section 31(2)(c), which states
that an employer shall:
if practicable, consult the health and safety
representative of a designated work group on all
proposed changes to the workplace, the plant or
substances used at the workplace or the conduct of
work at the workplace that may affect the health or
safety of any member of the designated work group;

That is reasonable. I pick up the words "if
practicable" because there could be situations where
it would not be practicable to consult with the health
and safety representative. In other words something
may need to be done quickly to make the workplace
safe and the health and safety representative may

(a) the severity of the hazard or risk in question;
(b) the state of knowledge about that hazard or risk and

any ways of removing or mitigating that hazard or
risk;
(c) the availability and suitability of ways to remove or
mitigate that hazard or risk; and
(d) the cost of removing or mitigating that hazard or
risk.

Workplaces must be safe environments. Many issues
should be considered when examining the definition
of "practicable". The amendments will insure that
workplaces can get on with the job while
maintaining safe environments. Workplaces should
not stop operating because of the need to go through
negotiating processes. On many occasions
employees remove hazards, clean up oil or stop
someone from smoking in an area where there is
inflammable material without any negotiation or
disruption to the workplace. The amendments are
reasonable and appropriate.
The honourable member for Springvale referred to
smoking. Having smokers and non-smokers
working in the same environment is a Significant
health and safety issue. I have worked in
organisations where one person in the office is a
chain smoker while others, like me, do not smoke.
People get angry about that issue. The honourable
member for Springvale said that the government's
actions regarding smoking were wrong. I remind the
honourable member that the government will
introduce legislation to increase the legal age at
which a person can purchase cigarettes from
16 years to 18 years. It will mean that children will
be at less risk from the hazards of smoking.
Or Napthine interjected.
Mr PERRIN - The honourable member for
Portland said that the opposition may oppose that
legislation. I hope it will not do so; the Labor Party
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should not adopt the blanket approach of opposing
all government legislation, as it is doing with this
Bill. There is general consensus within the
community on occupational health and safety. The
amendments are minor changes to the principal Act
and will reduce the number of accidents that may
occur in the workplace.
The Bill illustrates the different approach taken by
the government. It contains many sound provisions
that the opposition could not possibly oppose. I
believe the opposition should oppose only those
provisions that it feels strongly about rather than
opposing all the amendments.
The government will get on with the job of making
work places safer so that accidents are prevented.
The views expressed by the representative of the
National Safety Council of Australia about
consultation and making workplaces safer are
commonsense. I support the Bill.
Mr PANDAZOPOULOS (Dandenong) - I was
interested to hear the honourable member for
Bulleen indicate his support for the Occupational
Health and Safety Act. One wonders why the
coalition when in opposition drummed up so much
resistance to the Act among employers. The
expression of support for the Act is an admission by
the government that health and safety issues should
have been addressed many years ago because they
are about creating an environment where prevention
is the key. Everyone in the workplace has a role to
play in preventing accidents and lost productivity.
The opposition opposes the Bill because every clause
is designed to attack the legitimate role of trade
unions and downgrade the focus that health and
education should have in the workplace.
The Bill confirms the paranoia that the government
has about trade unions. The government does not
recognise that trade unionists are employees who
generally work cooperatively with employers in the
workplace to ensure that issues are addressed and
legitimate grievances heard. The paranoia springs
from non-practitioners, people who do not have
experience of what actually occurs in the workplace.
The Victorian Employers Chamber of Commerce
and Industry (VECCI) is unrepresentative of
employers and does not understand the role trade
unions play in the workplace. The government does
not realise that health and safety representatives are
employees, sometimes trade union members, who
are often in a better position to balance their loyalty
to the employer and their colleagues as well as to the
needs of the workplace. My experience is that many
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employees and unionists often do not follow either
the corporate interest or the union line; they take a
balanced approach.
The honourable member for Bulleen said that only
40 per cent of the work force belonged to unions.
The Bill is designed to weaken the legitimate place
of trade unions in the workplace, whether they
represent a majority of workers or all of them.
The Bill says that unions have no role in
occupational health and safety matters. It is
designed to disenfranchise unions and their union
members; and the Bill is undemocratic because it
refutes the principle that organisations have the
right to represent their members. The Bill does not
take into account the fact that union membership is
high in those areas where accidents are most likely
to occur. They include the manufacturing, heavy
engineering, building and construction and
warehousing sectors, where the risk of injury is high.
In his second-reading speech the Minister talked
about the importance of sensible, cooperative
relations between employers and employees and
claimed that the Bill would reinforce the existing
emphasis in the Occupational Health and Safety Act
on the value of consultation over confrontation. But I
believe the Bill will engender additional conflict and
anxiety in the workplace because it seeks to
disenfranchise members of unions and preclude
union involvement in the issues.
I have worked in occupational health and safety for
five years. In the majority of cases in which I was
involved I found employers to be cooperative; but as
is the case with any group of people, some were
recalcitrant and slack about doing the things that
needed to be done. Clause 4 changes the current
duty of care provisions to which the honourable
member for Bulleen referred; employees will now be
required to take reasonable care for their own health
and safety. The removal of the provision requiring
them to take care for their safety to the extent that
they are capable will place an additional burden on
employees.
The provision was included in the principal Act as
an acknowledgment that, in circumstances where
their representations are ignored by management,
employees can do only so much to rectify health and
safety problems before putting their jobs in
jeopardy. The clause is designed to shift the onus of
responsibility from employers and place it solely on
employees. The clause says that employees will be
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held responsible for not bringing potential health
and safety risks to the attention of management.
I shall give the House examples of instances where,
by taking reasonable care, employees could have
been considered more at fault than their employers
for any accidents that occurred. The first example
concerns the offices of a large financial organisation,
where staff were given cloths to mop up water that
dripped from leaking fire hydrants. That was the
only remedy offered - despite management
knowing about the leaking valves. U a number of
people suffered injuries as a result of slipping on the
wet surface, who would be at fault? Would an
employee be at fault for refusing to mop up the
water or not jumping up and down until
management did something about it? Or would
"reasonable care" mean continuing to take action in this case, to mop up the water - despite that fact
that it would not solve the problem.
The Bill will not protect employees who take
reasonable care from being victimised by
management. I could cite many cases of employees
and health and safety representatives being unfairly
dismissed because of their reasonable attempts to
solve occupational health and safety problems and
to protect the interests of their colleagues. I am
concerned that that lack of protection may mean that
many employees will be discouraged from taking
reasonable care - and that, when accidents occur,
they will be considered to be at fault. I ask the
Minister to address that issue when he is summing
up the debate. The principal Act has its problems,
but the solution lies in refining the operation of the
Act, not putting at risk the occupational health and
safety environment and cutting down on overall risk
management.
Employees have been victimised for taking action
that has been proved to be reasonable. In my
experience, many employers disapprove of
employees who are not occupational health and
safety representatives addressing issues of
workplace safety. That shows that the premise of the
clause is not realistic because those who have tried
to take reasonable care have suffered as a result.
Mr Perton - Under the Labor government.
Mr PANDAZOPOULOS -No, because some
employers have not done the right thing - although
I do not put all employers in that category.
Clause 5 adds to the doubt surrounding the roles to
be played by unions, even when they are asked to

Thursday, 30 September 1993

intervene on behalf of their members. That problem
must be resolved. Do unions have any roles to play
if they are asked to take action by their members? U
so, what are they? The problem with many Acts is
that too often people rely on literal interpretations of
their provisions. Even awards have relied on literal
interpretations of the Act, which have been found to
be at odds with their meaning in law.
The Bill does not recognise the fact that unions
become involved in occupational health and safety
issues only as a last resort. My experience has been
that workplace representatives try to address the
issues themselves before taking them up with their
unions or asking for advice on how to handle them.
So unions intervene in workplaces only as a last
resort, and only when management has done the
wrong thing - but as I said, that applies to only a
small proportion. Employers do not like union
representatives coming to see them, if for no reason
other than they are embarrassed by their failure to
address the issues raised.
For example, large airconditioning systems can
cause significant problems, especially in summer.
The designs of many of our bigger airconditioned
buildings do not provide for any form of ventilation.
When a system breaks down, especially during
summer, the temperature rises dramatically, which
drastically affects the comfort and productivity of
the workers and can lead to accidents.
A subSidiary of a large insurance company
commenced operations in a new building during the
summer despite the fact that the airconditioning
system had not been connected. The union
concerned gave the company a few weeks to get its
act together. Despite the complaints made by health
and safety representatives and despite the letters
that were sent to management, it was five weeks
before the company even bothered to get someone in
to connect the system. That is a classic case of bad
planning by management. The union was forced to
intervene to ensure that the issue was addressed. I
wonder how much productivity was lost as a result
of the employees being forced to work in that
uncomfortable environment. I also wonder how
disillusioned the employees became - whether
members of the union or not - because of the
attitude of management.
Another example concerns a general insurance
company, which forced its employees to work in an
overcrowded building with faulty furniture. The
company had grown so quickly that it had run out
of space; but its solution was to try to squeeze more
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people into the same number of floors. That created
all sorts of problems. People were not able to do
their jobs properly, especially with computer cabling
all over the place. The company was not prepared to
invest the money needed to address the issues that
were raised. Because they were planning to
eventually relocate staff to another building, they
did not want to spend the money to put the
computer cabling underground. There were many
problems with people tripping over. What did the
company do? It said, 'We have not budgeted for
this. We will have to wait for the next budget if we
want to do anything". The union had to threaten
that people would stop work unless the company
got its act together. Surprise, surprise - it did. It
pulled its finger out and started relocating a month
earlier than was expected in order to avoid the
problem.
Over-the-counter security is another issue. How
many times do honourable members recall in the
past going into banks with no security counters?
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smashed over someone while that person was
working at a computer terminal.
I am simply giving examples of where the Bill does
not meet the reality and why union involvement is
needed. The union intervened and the people
working on the renovation did the work on the
weekend, fixing the problem up while people were
not working at their desks.
The honourable member for Bulleen has left the
Chamber, but earlier he mentioned smoking in the
workplace. The Finance Sector Union of Australia
has a progressive policy on smoke-free workplaces.
There were many problems with companies that
refused to have smoke-free workplaces, despite
surveys of both members and non-members of the
union showing that this was desired. Often
smoke-free workplaces did not eventuate because
senior management was made up of smokers and
not because the staff did not want a smoke-free
workplace. Unions had to carry out surveys to try to
convince companies of the need to change.

An honourable member interjected.

Mr PANDAZOPOULOS -Or electorate offices,
but that matter has been addressed. If it were not for
the Australian Bank Employees Union running a
campaign in each bank workplace, banks would not
have tried to protect their staff. Now, originating
from the involvement of unions, over-the-counter
security is an accepted practice by banks and an
important part of bank security.
Over-the-counter security is important to all sorts of
office workplaces.1n the insurance sector, for
example in the workers compensation area, people
affected by accidents at work can at times be
aggressive and take their problems out on insurance
company staff. On a number of occasions that I
know of staff have had things thrown at them or
were physically attacked. Insurance companies were
saying, "But we are not banks. People will not rob
us". That issue is still being addressed, but after our
involvement it has certainly been addressed by some
insurance companies.
There have been cases of building renovations
occurring while people were at work. One classic
case involved another insurance company that
appears to have continual health and safety
problems. Health and safety representatives had to
see the State manager about renovations occurring
in the workplace. The people working on the
renovations were in one case trying to fix lighting
over people working at their desks. An electric tube

Another classic case showing the benefit of union
involvement involved a company experiencing a
thrips plague at its premises. After two weeks of
thrips plaguing the building and getting in people's
eyes as they were working - people were not able
to do any work for weeks - I intervened, the
company had a fumigator come in overnight and
things were in order in the morning.
Such cases show that there are times when unions
need to be involved in workplaces that have union
members. The opposition is not talking about unions
being involved where they have no members. The
Bill was designed simply to reduce and attack the
influence of unions in workplaces where they have
members.
Those examples have shown that union involvement
has led to problems being resolved a lot sooner than
they might otherwise have been. In effect it has
meant that productivity can be focused rather than
an employer and employees wasting time on
problems that can be resolved. Unfortunately often
the big problem is that, because of some silly
attitude such as employers not wanting staff telling
them how to run the business, the focus is taken
away from the level of productivity at work and
directed at trying to say who is the boss.
Clause 6 removes the role of unions in the election of
health and safety representatives. Once again this
clause does not reflect reality and my experience. I
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ran health and safety elections in the insurance
industry for over five years. My experience was that
unions were in high demand by companies wanting
to conduct health and safety elections. Unions had a
great working relationship with 95 per cent of
companies. Companies wanted us to conduct
elections for them and they did not want anybody
from the Public Service to run those elections as they
would know nothing about the workplace.
Companies do not want to waste their time
coordinating elections. Elections were carried out
with the blessing of management because it was
more efficient and quicker than having to go on a
waiting list for some public employee to conduct an
election. Elections were often resolved within two to
three weeks.
Clause 6 also provides that, although under the
previous Act health and safety representatives had
to be union members, under this Bill they do not
have to be. It is important to remember that all
union health and safety representatives have been
appropriately trained in regard to the Act and health
and safety risks that may be relevant to those
employees' workplace. The trade unions have a
great record in training health and safety
representatives.
According to the Bill, in the future non-union
members could be health and safety representatives,
but who would take responsibility for the
appropriate training? My experience is that in
workplaces with non-union involvement there are
few health and safety representatives, and where
there are representatives few of them are trained
about their responsibilities. To them it is just a tag;
they do not know what they are meant to do.
Clause 7 of the Bill, which amends section 31(1)(a),
raises doubt about the right of health and safety
representatives to inspect areas of the workplace
impacting on their designated work group. The
problem I envisage with the interpretation in the Bill
is that if employers interpret that clause literally, the
following question may arise: although health and
safety representatives may inspect areas of the
workplace that impact on their direct designated
work group, can they inspect any other part of their
designated work group with which they do not
work directly?
For example, a representative may be employed in
the accounts department of a company on the ninth
floor of a large office building with 100 staff and five
different departments. Does that representative have
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a role in any of the other departments? That should
be clarified because it could create problems in the
future.
It also needs to be acknowledged that good
employers have often used appropriately trained
union health and safety representatives to provide
advice and to discuss and address matters of
concern to the company that have arisen perhaps
where the company has taken a pro-active stand on
issues brought to its attention by staff. The Bill does
not recognise that appropriately trained health and
safety union representatives have often been an
important asset to employers, helping them to get
health and safety right in their workplace.
It is interesting that the Bill also mentions limiting
consultation by employers to where it is practicable.
The honourable member for Bulleen says that some
changes may have to happen overnight. No-one
would object to the introduction of health and safety
measures that happen to occur overnight, but that
would be a rarity. The Bill is suggesting that
employees must take more care and responsibility
and must consult more, but employers can consult
less. Consultation is the best form of prevention. The
Bill therefore does not provide the right
environment for prevention because it only
generates anxiety and uncertainty for those who are
proper players in a workplace that is unionised.
Potential problems are best addressed through
consultation.

The Bill also fails to take into account the fact that
major changes that have the potential to affect health
and safety in work places are often planned. Because
major changes cost a lot of money and must be
budgeted for, projects are often planned for up to 18
months or more before work on them begins. There
is no reason why unions and workers cannot be
consulted about those major changes.
Clause 8 of the Bill is an admission by the
government that the principal Act has worked as it
relates to unions; it strikingly focuses on the fact that
this proposed amendment is about the government
wanting to attack trade unions at every opportunity,
not about its concern for health and safety.
Clause 8 provides that consultation must take place
before a provisional improvement notice is issued.
Although consultation is not required under the
principal Act, in his second-reading speech the
Minister acknowledged that that is the accepted
procedure at present. If it is acknowledged that
unions already do that, perhaps the truth is that
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wUons have been more responsible than the
government would like to admit.
Clause 9 creates doubts about the legal protection
available for health and safety representatives and
members of health and safety committees. Health
and safety representatives cannot perform their role
appropriately if they feel victimised or that they
have no protection, particularly in relation to taking
reasonable care.
The government is only paying lip service to the
issue of health and safety representatives; they will
not be able to perform their role properly without
legal protection. One of the strengths of the principal
Act was that the few unreasonable employers finally
had to address issues because they knew they could
not terminate health and safety representatives for
doing their job. That was an effective tool and strong
safeguard for health and safety representatives in
dealing with those employers. The government does
not recognise that health and safety representatives
often have to put their job at risk in persuading
management to address important issues of health
and safety.
The opposition opposes the Bill, not because it does
not support a strong health and safety focus in
workplaces, but because it is an attack on a
legitimate role of trade wUons. The provisions of the
Bill are not in accord with the way wUons operate in
the work place. Government members should try to
understand what wUons do and the way they
operate, rather than focusing on a few divisive
issues. If it is accepted that most employers are good
employers who do the right thing, it should also be
accepted that on most occasions wUons also do the
right thing in the workplace and, in effect, help
employers meet their obligations and improve
productivity.
Ms MARPLE (Altona) - As has been said by
other opposition members, it is important to note
that this Bill is intended primarily to remove the role
unions have under the Occupational Health and
Safety Act. It must be acknowledged that we would
not have occupational health and safety legislation,
which everyone now accepts is important, but for
the work of unions and the labor movement in
general. The Act has led to improved health and
safety in all work areas.
Anyone who has had the opportunity of working in
a variety of occupations or who, as a candidate for
or member of Parliament, has had an opportunity of
walking through various work areas - over the past
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15 years I have had many opportunities of doing
so - will have noticed the marked contrast between
the health and safety situation before and after the
introduction of the principal Act. The work that
people have to do and the conditions under which it
is done in some work areas would cause one to
shudder.
Statistically Australia does not have a good
occupational health and safety record and that
situation continues today. This week a series of
articles by the Age '1nsight" team has pointed to
studies of work-related deaths that reveal that one
such death occurs each week in Victoria. That is a
cause for shame and needs to be addressed. The Bill
before the House will do nothing to improve that
record. Over the past eight years a great deal of
improvement has taken place, in which the
involvement of the wUons has been critical.
I now wish to discuss the issue of women and work.
Women are now found in a great range of work
areas, some of which are not normally associated
with women. In the mushroom industry, for
instance, many women are working under
conditions that need a great deal of improvement;
they are working in enclosed areas with chemicals. If
it were not for the principal Act and the right of
unions to be involved, in many cases such
conditions would not have been brought to the
attention of the general public and no improvement
in conditions would have resulted.
Although the conditions of women working in the
packing areas of meatworks have been improved
since the principal Act was introduced, a great deal
of improvement is still necessary. Women working
in chicken factories and other industries where
repetitive work is involved suffer a great deal of
stress and strain on their hands, arms and backs.
Occupational health and safety issues have had to be
drawn to the attention of the industries concerned
and the work done by wUons in that regard has been
possible because of the existence of the principal
Act. The Bill before the House has been designed in
a vindictive manner to ensure that unions have less
say in what happens in workplaces.
It is important that women workers receive support

from the wUon movement, not because they cannot
negotiate their conditions - they are well aware of
the stresses and strains they suffer and they know
they are entitled to improve their conditions - but
because of the extra pressures they must bear
because their jobs are so important to them when
families need a second income or when they are
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single parents. Women often work on their own in
small premises such as shops, or as cleaners or in
other positions where they have to bear the extra
pressure of sexual harassment. That is probably not
so much of a problem for male workers.

members will realise that events that detrimentally
affect the health of workers are usually not accidents
because they could have been avoided. The Bill
could mean an increase in those incidents and a
downgrading of the health of workers.

Our society generally assumes that women will be
more willing to accept poor working conditions, but
the labour movement is working to change that. I
and other honourable members on this side of the
House - and, I hope, members on the government
side of the Chamber - are working to protect
women in the work force who are in vulnerable
positions because of their own perceptions and
because of the way they are perceived. Those things
must change.

Many workers live in the suburb where I live. I hope
that continues to be so in these stressful times and
that unemployment in that area does not rise. Uving
in an area where most people do physical work
makes one realise that the lives of many manual
workers are shortened because of that physical
work - they cannot continue to do that work into
their 50s and 60s. We are not using the technology
that would enable that work to be made easier. It is
incumbent on industry to ensure that it has the
technology to meet the reasonable expectation that
people can work until retirement age and that they
can do so in the best possible environment.

The Act has enabled women to stand up for their
rights so that their working conditions are
improved. I am distressed that the Bill will decrease
that legislative support. I refer particularly to the
provisions that weaken the representation and
support unions can provide. No doubt those matters
hold true for male workers as well, and that is why
members on this side of the House believe we must
oppose the Bill.
The Act also provides for training, which has led to
increased awareness about occupational health and
safety. Unions have been active in that area and I
have been able to take part in some of the programs.
Awareness of safety in the workplace is not just
about oil on the floor, lights in dangerous areas or
the hazards of smoking. I have been involved in
raising the awareness of funeral industry workers
about mv / AIDS. Training programs allow workers
to exchange information that relates to their general
health, which leads to changes in attitude. The Act
enabled workers in the funeral industry to become
aware of the seriousness of the mv / AIDS issue,
which led to changes in the code of practice.
I regret that the Bill will have an impact on the union
movement and will also have ramifications that the
honourable member for Bulleen will not welcome.
The honourable member spoke about workers being
involved in consultation, discussions and decision
making, but the Bill takes the view that unions
should not be strongly involved in that area, which
will mean that workers will be less able to raise
issues that concern them.
I am sure government members do not want an
increase in workplace accidents - the word
"accident" makes me wonder, because an accident is
something that cannot be avoided. Most honourable

That is the case for women who become more
involved in work outside the home. They wish to
have safe environments in which to work. The Act
has been successful and the government has
admitted that. Therefore, there is little need to
change it.
Debate interrupted.
Sitting suspended 1 p.m. until 2.4 p.m.

CONDUCT OF MEMBERS
The SPEAKER - Order! Yesterday's question
time was a disgrace. Persistent disregard for the
authority of the Chair when attempts were made to
restore order, persistent name calling and the use of
unparliamentary expressions by both sides of the
House, and lack of tolerance for views put forward
by other members in debate cannot be excused.
I remind honourable members that they are elected
to a position of privilege to serve their constituents
and those same constituents expect a better standard
of behaviour than was demonstrated yesterday.
Statements appearing in the media suggested that
the Chair lost control. I wish to state that the House
lost control. Members lost self-control, and the
behaviour of members reflects on each individual.
Yesterday the theatre of Parliament could have been
categorised as the theatre of the absurd.
I can only hope that members will see the error of
their ways and conduct themselves this afternoon in
a manner that the community has a right to expect.
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Mr STOCKDALE - Do you want to go out
yourself today; is that what you want?

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE
DIESEL LEVY
Mr BRUMBY (Leader of the Opposition) - I
refer the Treasurer to his assertion in the House
yesterday that employment at the BP truck stop at
Somerton had not been adversely affected by the
Kennett government's 3-cent-a-litre diesel levy. In
light of the statutory declaration I have from the
manager of BP Somerton, Chris Page, who is in the
public gallery today - -

Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER - Order! I advise the Leader of
the Opposition, that under the Standing Orders of
the House, he may not refer to any person in the
gallery.
Mr BRUMBY - As I was saying, in light of the
statutory declaration I have from Chris Page that
prior to question time yesterday he informed the
Treasurer's office that he had cut the equivalent of
four full-time jobs from his rosters as a result of the
levy, will the Treasurer apologise to the House and
MrPage?
Mr STOCK DALE (Treasurer) - It appears that
the empty seat - Mr Sercombe interjected.
The SPEAKER - Order! I do not know what the
Chair must do to bring this place to order. I have
made a statement to the House on the deplorable
behaviour of members in this place, yet not a minute
later the Deputy Leader of the Opposition
continues - Mr Brumby interjected.
The SPEAKER - Order! I remind the Leader of
the OppOSition that when the Speaker is on his feet
all members must remain silent. Having given a
warning to the House, it is deplorable that members
would behave in that way. I expect better.
Mr STOCKDALE - It does not appear that the
Leader of the Opposition listens any better - Mr Brumby - Try telling the truth.

Mr THOMSON (pascoe Vale) - On a point of
order, Mr Speaker, the Treasurer is in breach of the
Standing Orders of the House by responding to
interjections and by not addressing his remarks
through the Chair. It is a point which you, Sir,
constantly referred to yesterday, and I ask you to
rule accordingly.

The SPEAKER - Order! I uphold the point of
order and ask the Treasurer to address the Chair.
Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer) - I humbly
apologise; I intended no disrespect. The issue is
about the integrity of the Leader of the Opposition.
Before entering this House the Leader of the
Opposition issued a press release in which he did
not claim that there had been a reduction in hours
equivalent to any particular loss of employment. He
said that four people--

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr STOCKDALE - Perhaps I will get the press
report and read it out and see who is telling the
truth. The Leader of the Opposition claimed that
four people lost their jobs as a result of the diesel
levy. It is true that the introduction of the levy has
had an adverse impact on BP Somerton. The
government has never suggested anything else.
Extensive discussions have been held with BP
Somerton, and the government has invited it and a
number of other distributors and retailers to put
forward any suggestions they have which would
protect their interests while at the same time
maintaining the State's revenue.
That is not the subject of the matter I raised
yesterday. What I raised yesterday was a claim by
the Leader of the Opposition that four people had
been sacked. That claim is untrue; it was untrue then
and he has implicitly admitted today that it has
always been untrue. The question at issue here is
that the Leader of the Opposition did not tell the
truth, and he knows it.

COMMONWEALTH GRANTS
Mr PATERSON (South Barwon) - I refer the
Treasurer to threats by the Commonwealth
government to cut Victoria's annual financial grants
because of alleged cost shifting relating to
WorkCover. Will the Treasurer inform the House of
the government's response to that threat?
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Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer) - This concerns an
important issue of Federal-State financial relations. It
has been alleged by the Parliamentary secretary to
the Commonwealth Minister for Social Security that
Victoria's changes to WorkCover legislation in
respect of long-term claimants will add $55 million a
year to the cost of the Commonwealth social security
scheme. It is not the first time that the issue of cost
shifting has arisen in relation to Victoria's workers
compensation schemes. Mr Sciacca is a little late in
coming to the party on this issue.
When WorkCare was introduced on 30 June 1985 the
then Victorian Labor government issued a document
which, among other things, summarised the effect
on Commonwealth-State financial relations. At the
time the Victorian Labor government said that
unless some offsetting action were taken one of the
side effects of the WorkCare system would be a
windfall to the Commonwealth government.
It was suggested that as the reforms then stood it
would add $180 million to the Commonwealth
budgetary position in 1986-87, rising to
approximately $420 million in 1990-91. I am not in a
position to make an estimate as at 1993-94 but
clearly more than $420 million would be provided.

Mr Sercombe interjected.
The SPEAKER - Order! I remind the Leader of
the Opposition and Deputy Leader of the
Opposition that they may not impugn motives or
reflect on statements made by members of this
House. I am surprised at some of the chitchat across
the table. It is disorderly.
MrTHOMSON (pascoe Vale) -On a point of
order, Mr Speaker, in answer to the previous
question the Treasurer was impugning the motives
and statements made by the Leader of the
Opposition. You did not call him to order. Yesterday
we had a Kennett of a day! We will have another one
today unless you enforce the Standing Orders
even-handedly and impartially.
Opposition Members - Hear, hear!
The SPEAKER - Order! I am enforcing the
Standing Orders which say that interjections across
the table are disorderly. They are still disorderly.
Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer) - The
improvements in the Commonwealth position come
about as a result of reduced premiums in Victoria
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increasing the profitability of companies; that
increases taxation receipts.
In view of further premium reductions which have
occurred since WorkCover, clearly the
Commonwealth is increasing its windfall. In
addition, both WorkCare and WorkCover
introduced periodic payments in place of lump
sums in many cases. Those receipts in the hands of
recipients are taxable at a higher level, again
increasing Commonwealth taxation receipts.

The shift to lump sums instead of periodic payments
also had then, and has now, the impact of reducing
the call on Commonwealth social security costs.
A substantial shift of costs has occurred within the
Victorian industry base as a result of the
introduction of WorkCover. If we accept
Mr Sciacca's figure, we can say that the net effect of
the change in the current year would certainly be
more than $365 million owed to Victoria, not owed
by Victoria to the Commonwealth.
I challenge the Leader of the Opposition to tell us
whether he supports his mates in Canberra, whether
he is still going to behave as a member of the
Commonwealth Parliament or whether the people of
Victoria can look to him using his influence within
his own party - which, after all, mounted this
argument in 1985 - and for the first time stand up
for the interests of the people of Victoria.

SALE OF WINE BY PREMIER
Mr THWAITES (Albert Park) - My question
without notice is addressed to the Premier. Is it a
fact that on 29 January, when the Premier made an
application for a liquor licence for up to $9999 worth
of wine, that he had already placed an order for
$16 000 worth of wine?
Mr KENNETT (Premier) - One of the things I
find most interesting about the question of the
honourable member is that he raised this matter
publicly through the then Leader of the OppOSition
while, I think, I was overseas by using someone in
the ALP's office who impersonated someone else
who then under false pretences secured bottles of
wine from my office. Once the matter was
raised - -

Honourable members interjecting.
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The SPEAKER - Order! It seems as though 1
have wasted my words this afternoon. The House
will come to order, otherwise 1 will take other action.

Mr KENNETr - Once the matter was raised
publicly and once it was referred to the appropriate
authorities, and brought to my attention, 1
cooperated fully and openly at all times in a way, by
way of example, that was never established by that
side of the House, both in government or since.
1 accept that when the matter was brought to my
attention 1 did not have a licence and before 1
headed off overseas 1 personally went down there because it was the last day of business - to secure a
licence.
1 paid over the sum 1 was told was appropriate and
all 1 got on that day was not a licence but a receipt
for the cheque 1 had handed over. The licence was
sent to my address some days or weeks later while 1
was overseas.
I can only say to this House and the honourable
member: if it is going to be the approach of that side
of politics, that you want to stick to issues like those
that have been dealt with properly and correctly in
the courts as you required, so be it. 1 must say that
no-one in this House has been more openly and
publicly scrutinised than have I, and been through
the appropriate system. 1 thank the honourable
member for originally raising the issue because what
it has done to most people in the community,
including a number of his own colleagues who have
spoken to me - Mr BAKER (Sunshine) - On a point of order,
Mr Speaker, on the question of relevance: the
honourable member for Albert Park asked a quite
specific question. What it relates to and what it
revolves around is the amount of wine that the
Premier stated related to the licence. All members of
the community know there are different levels of
costs for different licences and different authorities
given through those licences for the amount you can
sell.
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any member to answer a question in any particular
way; that is well established by precedent.
Mr KENNEIT (Premier) - As 1 was saying,
what 1 did on that day was correct. 1 paid the
amount of money that was appropriate for the
licence 1 received and, as 1 said before, 1 have been
through the process; 1 have subjected myself to the
due process and it has been found that the issue
raised by the honourable member clearly identified
in the public's mind that for once, although their
political Leader may not have had the appropriate
licence at the time at least, unlike the honourable
member who sits on the front bench over there, we
abided by the law and we abide by the law for all.
Mr THOMSON (Pascoe Vale) -On a point of
order, Mr Speaker, the Premier made a reflection on
the honourable member for Thomastown. 1 ask him
to withdraw it.
Mr KENNEIT (Premier) - On the point of
order, Mr Speaker, 1 did not name the honourable
member for Thomastown.

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr KENNElT -If the honourable member for
Pascoe Vale thinks that is the case, so be it.
Mr THOMSON (Pascoe Vale) - Standing Order
No. 108 expressly prescribes that personal reflections
on members - Mr Gude interjected.
Mr THOMSON - No, when I made a
statement - -

Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER - Order! It is obvious that, once
again, the Chair is having trouble with question
time. There is no respect for the Chair. 1 am leaving
the chair and question time will tick on. 1 will
resume the chair at the ringing of the bells.
Sitting suspended 2.22 p.m. until 2.37 p.m.

The question is: did the Premier take out the
appropriate licence for the amount of wine that he
had ordered and proposed to sell? He has not
answered that question.

The SPEAKER - Order! 1 call the honourable
member for Pascoe Vale.

The SPEAKER -Order! The Chair has stated to
the House time and time again that the question of
relevance is difficult. I believe the Premier is
relevant. There is no way that the Chair can force

Mr THOMSON (pascoe Vale) - When you
vacated the chair, Mr Speaker, 1 had raised with you
a point of order seeking a withdrawal of remarks
made by the Premier alleging that members of the
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opposition had engaged in criminal acts and had not
been prosecuted.
That is clearly a breach of Standing Order No. 108
concerning personal reflections on members, and I
ask you to ask the Premier to withdraw that
comment.

The SPEAKER - Order! I believe the Premier
did use an unparliamentary expression, and I will
ask him to withdraw. I understand that he is not in
the House, and I will seek the withdrawal at the first
opportunity. The time for questions without notice
has expired.

BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE
Mr STOCKDALE (freasurer) - On the point of
order, Mr Speaker, it is clear that in making a
generalised statement about an individual, not about
members of the opposition as an undifferentiated
group, the Premier did not refer to or identify any
particular member of the opposition.
Mrs Wilson - We all take exception to it!

Standing Orders
Mr THOMSON (Pascoe Vale) - I seek leave to
move:
That so much of Standing Orders be suspended as
would prevent this House spending another
14 minutes on question time.

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr STOCKDALE - You and other Speakers
have ruled to the effect that where an imputation is
made against a particular member, that member is
the only one who can take exception to it. It follows
as a matter of logic that if an imputation is said to
have been made against an individual member,
another member cannot take exception and suggest
the matter is a reflection on him or her when it is
addressed to another particular individual.
No-one other than the honourable member for
Pascoe Vale has identified the honourable member
for Thomastown as the person concerned. If that
amounts to a confession in which he is concurring,
that is a matter for the opposition rather than the
government.
Mr SERCOMBE (Niddrie) - On the matter of
the imputation and who can take offence at it, I
believe the Treasurer is incorrect about the member
concerned having to be the person to take exception.
I have been present in the Chamber when Speakers
have required the withdrawal of offensive remarks
from members when it was not the member at
whom the remarks were directed who requested
their withdrawal.
The Premier made it abundantly clear and specific to
whom his remark was being directed. He leered in
his usual loutish way across the table and at the
honourable member for Thomastown. He looked
directly at him, fixed him in his eye, and repeated
the remark about the honourable member for
Thomastown, which he has made on previous
occasions. In the interests of Standing Order No. 108,
he ought to withdraw.

That was the time available when Mr Speaker
vacated the chair, and I ask that so much of Standing
Orders be suspended as would prevent that from
occurring to enable the House to have the question
time to which the opposition and the community are
entitled.
Mr GUDE (Minister for Industry and
Employment) - Leave is not granted.

OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH AND
SAFETY (MISCELLANEOUS
AMENDMENTS) BILL
Second reading
Debate resumed.
Ms MARPLE (Altona) - Before lunch I referred
to th2 importance of the Bill not only to workers but
also to employers. Since the principal Act has been
in operation productivity in the workplace has
increased and fewer accidents have occurred
because workers' conditions have improved. This
Bill is regrettable because it will ensure that unions
are no longer involved in occupational health and
safety, and that will do nothing to improve the
safety of workers.
I also referred to the importance of improving
conditions for workers. Without the involvement of
unions safe conditions would not exist in the
workplace. Because at least one person dies every
week in a workplace, it is important that the Act be
strengthened and not weakened, as this Bill will do.
I also referred to the particular needs of women in
the workplace and how often they are unable to
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protect themselves from unsuitable working
conditions which may put them at risk. Often they
are under pressure because of their gender while
wanting to maintain their jobs. I also pointed to
some types of work that women often do not
consider need improving, including repetitive work,
which can have a considerable impact on their
ability to use their hands and arms in the most
.
efficient way without harm.
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Although the opposition lead speaker, the
honourable member for Springvale, did not use the
same argument, the arguments of the honourable
members for Geelong North, Dandenong and
Altona defended the right of unions to keep absolute
control over occupational health and safety in the
workplace. That is not what the Bill is about. If
honourable members opposite who intend to speak
after me pursue the same line, their contributions
will be totally irrelevant to the legislation.

It is unfortunate that the House is discussing a Bill

that intends to amend an Act which has improved
conditions for workers. It is a shame that opposition
members must bring to the attention of the
government the conditions that still prevail in some
workplaces and the need for unions to be involved.
An important area unions are involved in is the
training of workers to ensure that their conditions
are improved. I also referred earlier to people's
general work attitudes and how they can assist in
maintaining safe conditions and safeguarding the
health of workers. Those attitudes should be
strengthened and improved at every opportunity.
Australians like to imagine themselves as pretty
vigorous and healthy people, but in fact many are
not. One area in which people could take action to
improve their fitness is in the workplace, and I
would have thought the Bill would address that
matter. If people are fitter they make better workers,
productivity improves and Australia becomes a
healthier nation.
This Bill is aimed at isolating a group of people,
namely the members of unions, who are seen as the
enemy. The work that unions have done in
occupational health and safety has greatly improved
productivity and, therefore, they should be
encouraged to be actively involved in the workplace.
The opposition is disappointed that it cannot
support this Bill.
Mr COOPER (Mornington) - I have sat through
all of the debate on the Bill and although I did not
intend to speak on it, after having heard the
contributions of the honourable members for
Geelong North, Dandenong and Altona particularly,
it is incumbent on me to express my concern at the
way those members have approached this
legislation. Each of them made the point over and
over again that because the Bill will remove the total
right of unions to appoint occupational health and
safety representatives in the workplace, health and
safety in the workplace as we know it will disappear.

Mr Hamilton interjected.
Mr COOPER - I listened in silence, mainly
because I was in the chair - although I would have
done so anyway -to the contributions of
opposition members, and I expect to be given the
same opportunity, particularly by the honourable
member for Morwell, without having him yell in my
ear in an attempt to distract me from my job: that is,
to inform the House of another point of view that
obviously had escaped the honourable members for
Geelong North, Dandenong and Altona. It may
appear that my argument has also escaped the
attention of the honourable member for Morwell,
and I will listen to his words carefully to see whether
he takes a different point of view.
The Bill provides that the occupational health and
safety representatives will come from the entire
work force in an industry or in an employment area,
not only from union members.
Opposition members who have contributed to the
debate would have us believe that the Bill is taking
away the democratic rights of workers to have
occupational health and safety representatives. That
is untrue. It does not matter what words opposition
members use, the fact is that that is the point they
make. Other opposition members who follow will
say that the rights of workers in shops, factories and
other workplaces throughout the State to have
occupational and health safety representatives will
be taken away. That is not true.
The people of Victoria should not allow themselves
to be swayed by such an insane defence of the union
movement purporting to be about the rights of
workers to have workplace occupational health and
safety representatives. The Bill brings democracy to
the workplace, it does not take it away; it expands
the rights of all people in the workplace to have a
say in who the occupational health and safety
representative should be. That is an inescapable fact
the opposition cannot get away from. Speaker after
speaker for the opposition has tried to drag a red

OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH AND SAFETY (MISCELLANEOUS AMENDMENTS) BILL
778

ASSEMBLY

herring through this Chamber - they say there is
something undemocratic about the fact that the Bill
does not give unions the right to choose
occupational health and safety representatives.
At least the honourable member for Dandenong
acknowledged that only 40 per cent of the work
force are members of trade unions, but apparently it
did not occur to him that the other 60 per cent may
want a say in matters of concern to them. It seems
that the honourable member for Dandenong and the
other opposition members who have spoken think
the 60 per cent should stay silent and not play a part
and allow the 40 per cent who are trade union
members to run the show. If that is the way
democracy works in the trade union movement and
the ALP, I am not surprised they sit over there in
such tiny numbers. Obviously they have not yet
realised that democracy means the will of the
majority; at least more than 50 per cent.
So far as workplace health and safety is concerned,
the will of the majority should mean that all workers
in a workplace should have the right to have a say
and a right to choose. That is currently denied them.
The government is giving them back that right, a
right that should never have been denied them in
the original legislation.
That legislation, as the honourable member for
Bulleen reminded the House, was railroaded
through this and the other place in 1985 when the
government had a temporary majority in the
Legislative Council. There was no debate on that
legislation; the former opposition was not allowed
the courtesy of introducing amendments, of which it
had plenty, it was trampled over in the
government's mad rush to have its favoured two
pieces of legislation passed. It ignored the rights of
the opposition.
Those of us who were here in 1985 have a wry smile
on our faces when we hear the mealy-mouthed,
hypocritical comments coming from the other side
about the lack of democracy in this Chamber. They
should know that the Act is dearly undemocratic
and does not protect the rights of the majority of
workers in the workplace.
When the honourable member for Dandenong drew
the attention of the House to the fact that only 40 per
cent of the Australian work force are members of
trade unions he reminded me to look for a couple of
pieces of paper I keep in my office for occasions such
as this. I thought it might be worth putting what
they say on the record because they reinforce that
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part of the contribution made by the honourable
member for Dandenong.
One of the documents is the September 1991 edition
of Business Forum, the publication of the Victorian
Employers Chamber of Commerce and Industry,
which states:
Of the 4.7 million employees in the private sector, only
30.8 per cent or 1.4 million are members of trade unions.

Only 30.8 per cent of employees in the private sector
are members of trade unions. The article continues:
In other words, 3.3 million people employed in the

private sector do not belong to trade unions.
These figures make a mockery of union bureaucrats
who claim to be speaking on behalf of "Australian
workers".

They are important statements because they reveal
again the inadequacies of the arguments put by the
ALP in this Chamber every time legislation is
introduced that in some way affects the trade union
movement. Members of the ALP, which is the
political arm of the trade union movement, are in
this place not because of themselves, their ideas or
their philosophies, they are here as representatives
of a small clique in Carlton that tells them what to
do and say.
The honourable members for Altona, Dandenong
and Geelong North said the same thing: 'We are
going to stand up here and defend the trade union
movement and we don't care about the vast
numbers of workers out there in the workplace who
are not members of trade unions and don't support
the trade union movement". That is a fine example
of why people are not members of trade unions, yet
opposition members would have us believe that
they, parroting the words of their mates at the
Trades Hall Council, are representing the best
interests of all workers in the State. The truth is the
opposite. Most of the people out there have had a
gutful of those people and do not want to know
about them. Although they have had a gutful of
trade unions, they are certainly interested in
occupational health and safety. Everybody is
interested in that, although the opposition members
in this place would have us and the rest of the
community believe that all concern about those
matters rests with them.
The fact is that they are ignoring the 99 per cent of
government members who have either run or
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owned businesses, and therefore had a significant
interest in ensuring that the health and safety of
their workers was protected in the best way, or have
been employees with similar interests to any other
employee regardless of what workplace they were in
before they came into this place.
Again flowing across the House has been the
hypocritical argument that, firstly, the opposition
represents all of the workers and, secondly, that the
only way in which occupational health and safety
can be protected and looked after properly is by
having the union movement control it. That is
clearly untrue.
Mr Hamilton interjected.
Mr COOPER - The canary from Morwell is
chirping away all the time. If I find out the type of
birdseed he uses I will have his supply cut off.
Despite the fact that he is chirping away he will not
be able to skate around the truth. Like his colleagues
he may try, but I have a feeling that the honourable
member for Morwell understands reality and, more
importantly, unlike some of his colleagues,
understands the truth, and therefore we should not
hear from him the kinds of prevarications that came
from his colleagues. We might hear a touch of reality
from the honourable member, but I will leave it to
him to show whether he meets my ideals and
expecta tions.
The other point I want to make in regard to the
union movement is the fact that sensible people in
the Labor Party - there are a few around, although
unfortunately most of them left a long time agostill hold clout in the community, and when they
make statements people should listen because they
draw attention to the inadequacies of the trade
union movement and the members who represent
them in this place, who are nothing but parrots. I
withdraw that remark, Mr Acting Speaker, because I
have a great deal of time for parrots; I would not
want to insult them with an odious comparison.
Some understanding Labor members from a long
way back have strong views about the modem trade
union movement. They see it as a sell-out of the
workers and the Labor ideals with which trade
unions originally identified strongly. I shall quote an
article from the Bulletin of 25 September 1990 that I
have quoted before in this House because it is
germane to this debate. It is from a well-known
trade union and Labor Party figure and it
demonstrates how out of touch the trade unions are
with the workers, the people who are being told by
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members opposite today that the unions really
represent them. Trade unions and workers are not
two terms that go together naturally, and this
quotation shows that.
Clyde Cameron, a former senior Labor Minister in
the Whitlam government, said:
Many of our trade unions are made up of union
officials who are little more than glorified public
servants. They sit in their offices waiting for the bosses'
cheques to arrive for the union dues that have been
automatically deducted from employees' wages - -

That does not happen in Victoria in the public sector
any longer - and for the Industrial Commission to tell them what
wages their members will be allowed to receive.
This has changed the whole spirit of the union
movement and explains why surveys show that up to
80 per cent of workers have no confidence in trade
unions. Declining support and the rising costs of
political campaigning mean that trade unions can no
longer meet the cost of funding Labor's election
campaign.

That is sad, and I am upset for the Labor Party.
Clyde Cameron said that 80 per cent of workers
have no confidence in trade unions. That reflects the
. fact that the words we have been hearing from
opposition members about the importance of trade
unions in occupational health and safety are nothing
more than a furphy. The honourable member for
Dandenong said that only 40 per cent of workers are
members of a trade union. According to the
Victorian Employers Chamber of Commerce and
Industry only 30 per cent of employees in the private
sector are members of trade unions. What does that
do to the arguments being advanced by opposition
members that if the trade union movement is not
involved in occupational health and safety in the
workplace occupational health and safety as it is
known today will simply disappear off the face of
the earth? The reality is that with exception of the
honourable member for Springvale, the three
members of the Labor Party who have spoken in this
debate have not addressed that issue. They have not
addressed the real issue of whether it is wrong for
all the workers in a workplace to have a say in who
should be their health and safety representative.
That is what it comes down to, yet we are being told
that this Bill is antidemocratic. How can it be
antidemocratic when we are giving every worker in
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a workplace the right to participate in deciding who
should be their occupational health and safety
representative? Unless Labor Party members who
speak in this debate between now and the time the
matter is put to the vote can address the real issue,
their comments will be regarded as completely
irrelevant to the debate and therefore of no account.
The government, unlike its predecessors between
1982 and 1992, stands ready to listen to sensible and
relevant contributions to debates. If all that
honourable members opposite can contribute is the
kind of tripe we have heard from the honourable
members for Altona, Dandenong and Geelong
North, we might as well wind up the debate now. I
hope the contribution of the honourable member for
Morwell will be more relevant to the debate; if it is
we will sit and listen to him.
Mr HAMILTON (Morwell) - The contribution
of the honourable member for Momington shows
dearly that the Leader of the House should be asked
to sit immediately opposite so that he can hear with
both ears instead of one ear, and then he will not
half-hear the contributions of members on this side
of the House. If the honourable member for
Momington had listened as carefully as he said he
did he would know that opposition members'
contributions have been relevant and important and
have added substance to the debate on the Bill.

The honourable member for Momington spent
18 minutes in a fairly puerile union-bashing
campaign and his logic would be given about 2 out
of 10 because his quotation of Clyde Cameron from
the Bulletin is a bit like quoting some of
Malcolm Fraser's statements about the liberal Party
out of the SundJly Age. One can always pick out
selective quotes. It would be easy to pick out some
of the statements made by the honourable member
for MOmington, quote them out of context and end
up with the same sort of illogical argument.
I suppose I should be thankful that the government
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The Occupational Health and Safety Act is critical
for every worker in the country. Despite the clear
fact that many workers have been killed in their
workplaces as a result of the negligence of
employers, not one employer has been charged with
murder. As the conservative government has
confirmed, there was a dire need to address
occupational health and safety in the workplace.
The level of compliance by employers with the
requirements of the Act should be carefully
scrutinised. The proposed amendments will
diminish the ability of the Act to improve
occupational health and safety in the workplace. The
Minister for Industry Services believes the
amendments will improve the operation of the Act. I
hope he believes that the health and safety of
workers is of the utmost importance. It is just as
important for the employer as it is for the employee
because the days are gone when employers treated
workers as cannon fodder who could be put in one
end and thrown out the other. The productivity and
wellbeing of industries and workplaces depends on
safe working conditions for workers.
One of the key aspects of the legisla tion is to
improve the cooperative spirit within workplaces.
The Minister said in his second-reading speech:
The central theme of the Bill is the importance of
sensible, cooperative relations between employer and
employee when dealing with occupational health and
safety issues.

The opposition wholeheartedly agrees with that, but
it believes the amendments will weaken the
requirement for safe workplaces.
The Minister also states:
Clause 4 alters the employee's duties as described
under the Act in two ways. It removes the current
reference to employees being required to take care for
their safety to the extent they are capable.

is only amending the legislation rather than

repealing it. The honourable member for
Momington said that the principal Act was rammed
through both Houses and was obnoxious. He knows
that that is not true. "That key legislation was
debated in this House and in the other place for
many hours. It was the subject of more community
consultation than most legislation passed through
the House last November; it was not railroaded
through both Houses.

"That may appear to be a minor change, but it will
allow lawyers to be involved in defining what is
reasonable care. I am worried about the following
sentence in the second-reading speech:
That is consistent with the duty as expressed in other
States' health and safety legislation.

Victoria is acknowledged as having the best
occupational health and safety legislation in
Australia. The implication is that the government
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will amend the legislation so that it is comparable to
the lowest common denominator. If the Minister
were interested in having uniform legislation across
Australia - many Australian industries are national
industries - that would be laudable with the
proviso, as it must always be from the perspective of
the opposition, that it is in the interests of workers in
the workplace.
The Minister's second-reading speech further states:
In addition, a specific requirement is placed on the
employee to cooperate with the employer "with respect
to any action taken by the employer" in complying
with the Act. That codifies a requirement which would
ordinarily be expected of an employee.

I may be over sensitive, but I make no apology for
being over sensitive where the interests of workers
are concerned. The Minister appears to be saying
that if the employer tells an employee to do
something, he had better do it. I thought the theme
of the Act was for "sensible, cooperative relations
between employer and employee"! That provision
will change the basis of the Act to a master-servant
relationship. The words imply that the spirit of
cooperation which has existed since 1985 in almost
all decent workplaces will be thrown out.
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authorised to act on behalf of the relevant
employees. The opposition believes that provision
needs to be clarified.
Clause 7 is regrettable, particularly given my
experience of occupational health and safety
practices in the Latrobe Valley and, in particular, in
the State Electricity Commission. Health and safety
representatives will no longer have the right to
inspect areas of workplaces where events may take
place that impinge on the health and safety of the
workers they represent, even though those workers
do not actually work in that area.
The opposition believes it is important that
occupational health and safety officers have an
unlimited right to inspect all areas of the workplace.
The clause is ambiguous about whether
occupational health and safety officers will have the
right to inspect any areas of the workplace where
workers are employed. However, proposed new
section 29(7) says that all the employees at a
workplace may be determined to be one designated
work group. If that were so, the entire workplace
could be inspected. Nevertheless there is some
ambiguity about what is meant by "designated work
group".

The honourable member for Springvale referred to
non-unionised workplaces compared with
unionised workplaces. Honourable members know
that workplaces in the Latrobe Valley are 100 per
cent unionised, so they will not be affected so much,
but many workplaces are not unionised. Clause 5
implies that trade union representatives will not
have preference in the election of the occupational
health and safety officer.

A complex place like a power station can contain a
number of designated work groups - that is the
way the industry is structured. It is unclear whether
an occupational health and safety officer who
represents members working in a designated group
in a particular area of a power station will be able to
inspect that area. All honourable members will be
aware that one of the most critical occupational
health and safety issues in the Latrobe Valley is the
problem with asbestos in our power stations.

We must ensure that the lawyers do not become tied
up in all the implications. Clause 5 says that having
members in the workplace will not necessarily
confer on a union or unions the authority to act on
their behalf in negotiations with designated work
groups. In workplaces where some employees are
members of unions and some are not, how can we
ensure we establish cooperative and supportive
relationships between union members and
non-union members so that the spirit and the letter
of the Act is carried out?

The lack of proper health and safety measures to
protect the workers in the older power stations from
the dangers of asbestos is well documented.
Asbestos has been known to be a killer since the
days of the Romans, who wove asbestos into the
battle dress of their soldiers. Despite that, we
allowed our workers by the thousands to be exposed
to asbestos - that in itself was criminal. And we still
use asbestos and similar types of materials, the
occupational health and safety effects of which are
not yet known.

Unless there is a verbal or written authorisation to
allow a union to negotiate on behalf of its members
with a designated work group, the application of the
Act will be left open to challenge in the courts by
employers arguing that that union was not duly

When an electrical generator breaks down the first
thing to be done is to remove the insulation, which
can be extremely dangerous for the workers
involved. Within the State Electricity Commission a
set of codes were established and a group of trained
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and accredited workers formed to deal with the
removal of asbestos. So, when a machine had to be
repaired or maintained, the asbestos gang went in,
properly sealed the area, removed the asbestos
insulation and made sure that the gang that
followed - the tradespeople who carried out the
repairs - were not in danger of being contaminated.
When the repairs were done, the asbestos gang
returned and covered up the asbestos, a procedure
otherwise known as "putting the ice cream on top of
the cone".
In recent times, whether because of a lack of
understanding or as a result of a deliberate decision
to increase productivity, or whatever the New Right
jargon is, the specialist gangs who remove and store
asbestos have been dispersed. An asbestos-removal
job that used to take six weeks is now done in a
week by inexperienced, unqualified workers who
have been hired from the dole queues of the local
CES. Evidence of the change is freely available
throughout the valley - and it is an utter disgrace.

I am absolutely amazed that the SEC has allowed
that to happen, given the number of successful
claims made against the commission by former
workers who have contracted asbestos-related
diseases. SEC workers -and in the Latrobe Valley
that means union members - are greatly concerned
about the effects of cost-cutting measures on those
involved in the removal of asbestos. There should
not be any relaxation in the demands made on
employers, whether in the public or private sector,
to comply with occupational health and safety
standards. Parliament should not allow any
deterioration in that important aspect of modem
industry.
It is all too easy to say, 'We will save a few dollars
and increase productivity by cutting some corners".
That may cut costs in the short term; but if the
House bears .in mind what I said about the SEC, it
may be darned expensive in the long run when
claims start coming in 20, 30 or 40 years later from
workers who have contracted asbestos-related
diseases. The price of that one ill deed could escalate
thousands of times over.

The danger is that in these days of economic
recession employers will be tempted to cut corners
in the area of occupational health and safety because
the costs are hard to measure - and some will bank
on their workers not contracting, for example,
mesothelioma. We need legislation that says to every
Victorian employer, ''This legislation is tough. It
requires every person in the work force, from
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managing directors to the lowest paid people who, these days, are likely to be temporary casual
workers - to give top priority to the creation and
maintenance of safe workplaces". The Minister will
not argue with that, but we need legislation that
makes that a critical point in the management
pattern of any workplace in Victoria.
It is important that the House ensures that workers
become involved in setting that pattern and
developing the culture, and that we do not have
people from the Occupational Health and Safety
Authority going around like police. They should be
able to say, 'We can give you some advice, help you
to improve health and safety in your workplace and
make it a better place to work".

Most of us spend far too much time at our places of
work, anyway. One of the most stupid things that
has happened in the world is that, despite all the
new technology that can do things 10 times as fast as
before, we are all working just as long. How crazy
can you get?
The opposition's criticism of the Bill is that there is a
possibility - indeed, this seems to be the way the
amendments are coming into place - that stringent
occupational health and safety conditions, and more
importantly the spirit of occupational health and
safety legislation, will be weakened and made less
important.
It behoves the government and every employer to
reinforce the importance of occupational health and
safety. We are dealing with real people. As was said
earlier, there are real people on both sides of the
House; and real people - real workers and real
managers - all have responsibility for a safe
working environment.

I have tried to forget the monologue of the
honourable member for Mornington - he certainly
did not say much on the Bill; I did not hear him cite
one clause - but I need to put clearly on the record,
succinctly and without equivocation, that I will not
be cowed into not defending unions. He can make
all sorts of drivelling, puerile accusations, but I am
proud to defend the union movement.
I have always argued that if we had good employers
there would be no need for unions. We do not have
good employers, so we have to have unions.
Certainly as a member of the Labor Party, I find
nothing wrong with defending the union movement.
I am proud of my colleagues on this side of the
House, who were soundly criticised by our
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union-bashing friend on the other side. It is
important to put that on the record.
The Minister for Industry Services has obviously
listened seriously to the comments made by
members of the opposition. I believe he is sincere in
doing what the government believes will improve
occupational health and safety in Victoria. The
opposition questions that conclusion and opposes
the legislative amendments because they weaken
occupational health and safety requirements. As
members of the opposition, we have the right and
obligation to stand up for and protect the interests of
workers.
Mr SEITZ (Keilor) - I also put on record my
opposition to the amendments embodied in the
legislation. The legislation is a signal to our
computer programmers that they can introduce
computer games for kids to play that involve killing
workers on the job without that being called murder.
If someone kills a person anywhere else in Victoria it
is called murder, but in the workplace it is described
in nice words - that is a shame! The community has
expressed different opinions on violent computer
games, but the legislation definitely creates a
pathway for them to be introduced. It will not be too
long before they are on the market because the Bill
says to bosses and employers that in the workplace
human life has no value.
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The Bill sends a message to our society that
occupational health and safety is not part of the
price of the product when one enters business.
Safety measures should be part of the budgeting,
forecasting and planning for businesses when
working out finances, seeking bank loans or floating
public companies. Safety has to be built in as a
primary concern.
The second-reading speech of the Minister for
Industry Services states:
Clause 5 substitutes the existing section, dealing with
the establishment of designated work groups, with
provisions which help to focus on the primacy of the
relationship between employers and workers. The
preferential role given to trade unions in establishing
designated work groups has been removed.

In my life experience, at the tender age of 14 years I
was introduced as an apprentice to a metal industry
workplace. I had come from another apprenticeship
at a bakery - a clean, healthy environment. My
section was particularly involved in working with
lead. We all know how dangerous lead is,
particularly when used in plating hot water systems,
the old copper boilers. The inside was painted with
zinc and lead. We lead-wiped those surfaces. We
painted without face masks, exhaust fans or any
other protection.

As a civilised society this State will spend hundreds
of thousands of dollars saving the life of a premature
baby. To me the life of a premature baby has the
same value as the life of a worker. Millions of dollars
should be spent to make the workplace safe for the
adult worker, just as millions is spent removing
black spots on the roads. Under this government, as
under previous Liberal governments, a few people
might have to be killed before, for example, traffic
lights or supervised school crossings are installed or
black spots are removed through changes to roads
and highways, but the same value is not put on the
lives of workers.

I was not told at that age how dangerous it was;
neither were any of the other workers. The dangers
of lead and in particular of breathing in lead,
working the way we were, were not explained to us;
that is going back to the early 195Os. Are we to go
back to that sort of situation?

The United Nations spends millions of dollars
saving starving people, but in Victoria - and it does
not matter which part of industry you work in:
gunmen have gone berserk, shooting people in office
buildings, post offices and banks; people such as
tellers have been threatened at times - the value of
life has no meaning. This sort of legislation does not
require that reasonable steps be taken. Safety and
security barriers in banks cost a lot of money to
install. Banks will not worry about spending that
money to protect their workers under this legislation.

The Bill removes the union responsibility to send to
the workshop someone who is trained and capable
of understanding the situation and educating the
community. Statistical evidence proves that during
the post-war immigration influx Western General
Hospital had the highest proportion of industrial
emergency casualty cases. That was because many
migrants came from rural backgrounds and had not
been shown the dangers of machinery and how to
work safely with equipment. They were used as
factory fodder and they got the blame if they lost a

It was only after some time that I realised why the
elderly men working there - they were in their
40s - had problems breathing, even if they were
non-smokers. It was because they had been working
for 10 years on the same job. The lead dust from
lead-wiping over a hot gas burner had affected them.
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finger, a hand, an arm, or their hearing or got sparks
in their eyes while welding. It was their fault, not the
employer's. There was nobody to train or teach them
for their own safety and protection.
I have personally experienced those things. As a
teacher at the Footscray Institute of Technology I
undertook research and conducted training courses
for apprentices on these matters in conjunction with
trade unions and employers. These days people are
conscious that injuries impose a cost not only on
workers and their families but also on SOCiety in
general through the burden they place on hospitals
and the long-term costs of workers becoming
permanently invalided.
I strongly support the existing legislation under
which people who have appropriate training and
competence as health and safety representatives
have a right and responsibility to talk to new
employees and conduct classes in the dangers of the
workplace without fear of reprisal.
Many dangerous procedures are still in use today.
The removal from the Act of provisions relating to
health and safety representatives weakens the
protection available to workers. Without those
provisions, workers who are not union members
will be too frightened of losing their jobs to
undertake those responsibilities, particularly in an
environment of employment contracts. No worker
will be able to refuse an instruction to carry out
work and in many cases workers who are eager to
retain their jobs will endanger themselves
unwittingly. I am particularly concerned for my
constituents, many of whom are recent migrants to
Australia.
Recent headlines in the Age such as "Companies get
off lightly, say critics" point to the danger of the
proposed amendments. Companies often receive
only small fines for breaching health and safety
laws. When cases go to court judges are inclined to
say, "Somebody died on the job; that is okay, no
problem". Headlines such as ''Responsibility on
workers - safety and the bottom line" and
"roughen up penalties, report urges", show that it is
dollars that count. Rather than weakening the Act
the Minister should be making companies more
aware of health and safety issues.
It is no use saying that the provisions stifle recovery,
employment creation or anything else; safety should
be planned for when new factories are being
constructed or industries are commenced in the
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same way that companies must plan for things such
as disposal of waste material.
For many years I was involved in on-site agreements
between unions and the Monsanto chemical
company. The development of safety consciousness
and the use of safety officers was always part of
those on-site agreements, yet accidents still
happened. Even when all appropriate safety
precautions have been taken, accidents such as
explosions of chemical dust can still occur. It is not
just a matter of erecting primitive barriers around
lift wells and putting lights in staircases on
construction sites. The construction industry has
always been a high-risk industry. More stringent
precautions are needed when dealing with chemical
products, including the provision of training for
safety officers and access to equipment for the
testing of, for instance, tanks that are to be worked
on. In any situation where sparks may be produced
careful attention must be paid to whether tanks
contain any residues.
These issues are particularly important in relation to
the petrochemical industry. The lives of workers
who are, for instance, sent in with jackhammers to
remove from a tank product that has hardened will
be endangered if scientific checks have not been
carried out.
Furthermore, the danger does not always reveal
itself immediately; many chemical products have
potential long-term effects. One needs a doctor who
will follow the history back to discover the cause of
a particular illness. Exposure to benzene products
such as ethanol and phenol is particularly
dangerous. The honourable member for Melton has
had experience of these issues at the petrochemical
complex at Altona.
Companies are under pressure to show increased
profitability and an easy way to save money is to
ignore safety rules, remove safety officers, not
provide people to stand by when a worker has to
enter a confined space, not restrict the time workers
spend in confined spaces and not provide oxygen
apparatus or ensure that workers have blood tests
each fortnight. Companies will take those sorts of
short cuts to increase their profit line at the end of
the year.
This is the wrong time to weaken health and safety
provisions. The government should be moving in
the opposite direction. Work accidents are often
perceived as being the fault of the victim. Under the
current government's changes to industrial relations,
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workers are under pressure to get the job done and
are not in a good position to make judgments about
whether the workplace is safe or unsafe. Protection
is needed whether workers are employed on
construction sites, road construction work,
tunnelling or in an office or service station, where
workers can be confronted by a robber or a crazed
person with a gun.
In the United States of America petrol stations are
never left in the care of only one person, will accept
only $20 in cash unti16 p.m. and thereafter will not
accept cash at all. Those measures are taken for the
safety of attendants on late-night shifts.
Although insurance companies apply pressure to
businesses to implement safety measures, when
matters go to court companies are often treated
lightly and receive only small fines. There is much
talk about retraining the judiciary on women's
issues. The judiciary also needs training on
industrial issues and the causes of accidents so that
they are in a position to understand the situation
and send a message to industry leaders.
Some big players on the stock market and some
landlords use the people of this country to produce
wealth for themselves and do not care what happens
to the workers. One hears much about
Mediterranean back, but that is often caused because
workers are forced to use unsuitable equipment for
long hours when working on production lines.
The amendment proposed in clause 6 removes
representation for unions in relation to health and
safety issues. That is a backward step. Modern
companies encourage the development of health and
safety initiatives and produce training films for
workers on workplace issues. They also conduct
training on road safety and the safe enjoyment of
leisure activities such as camping and fishing.
Responsible employers look after the welfare of their
employees. However, the Minister's second-reading
speech appears to discourage that. It implies that
profit is important. It appears to suggest that if
employers want to hold training sessions they
should charge their staff for the sessions, or
employees should attend after hours or even have
fees deducted from their wages for lectures. This
amendment of the Act is unbelievable.
Honourable members know that it is not only the
individual who suffers the loss of earning power but
also the families and society. A worker may be
unable to obtain employment and so the Federal or
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State government must support him or her. We
should look after our people. We should not push
the burden off to the Commonwealth government.
Some employers say, '1t does not matter because the
Commonwealth will pick up the debt. It will pay the
invalid pension or part thereof". Families will lose
opportunities. They will not be able to rise above the
poverty line. Surely that is not the aim of the
government. We must build up our society so that it
will be a leader in the South-East Asian region.
The Bill is short-sighted because it is concerned only
with the profit at the end of the financial year.
Unions have participated in developing the country
by encouraging good tradesmen and operators.
They have encouraged all the trades and
professions. The Bill should be opposed.
The judiciary should be educated so that it applies
an equal penalty if a worker dies on the job and does
not accept that it was simply an accident. That sends
the wrong signals to employers not only in this State
but in other States and overseas. An international
company may decide to establish itself in Victoria
because it does not need safety officers and it can
employ a worker to use five machines rather than
having a person working on each.
McDonald's Family Restaurants employ young
people because of the pressure and danger that the
job involves. Workers must handle hot oil and work
in cramped spaces. McDonald's employs young
people for 2-hour shifts only because of the
necessary concentration level. When they have
finished work they are extremely tired. I
participated in a McDonald's day so that I could
observe the conditions.
Mr Pescott - Did you wear a hat?
Mr SEITZ - Yes, I did. I found out how stressful
the job was. The company makes a profit because it
exploits young people. When the young people go
home they are so tired all they want to do is sit
down. They are not interested in sport. If these
young people are not serving on the counters they
must clean the premises and they have no place to
refresh themselves. Customers must be served
within 2 minutes.
The same conditions apply to other industries.
Modern technology demands concentration. More
time and money must be spent developing safety in
the workplace. After spending 40 years on the job
some workers are physical wrecks when they retire.
They cannot enjoy life because they have sore backs,
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repetitive strain injury and many other work-related
injuries. What do we do with people when they have
been exploited by industry?
Migrants from non-English-speaking Third World
countries are familiar with overseers and
slave-drivers. They are anxious to keep their jobs so
they take greater risks. I have visited Bangkok where
bamboo scaffolding around buildings of six or seven
storeys is a familiar Sight. I have noticed women
carrying building material along the scaffolding.
Will we have a similar situation here?
The Bill will discourage safety in the workplace. It
removes the opportunity for unions to have input in
this area. Unions are made up of people on the job.
They are not militant organisations, as suggested by
the Premier and the Treasurer. I do not believe any
other government member has a say on these
matters.
The Act should not be amended. The government
should encourage employers to educate workers
who have newly arrived in Australia so that they
understand the danger of modem machinery. They
are the ones who are doing the difficult and dirty
jobs in chrome-plating shops, paint shops and so
forth. Those who are ill educated and less articulate
are the ones who do these sorts of jobs, but when
they reach 40 or 50 years of age they get sick. Then it
is said, ''These migrants are always sick. They can't
take it". They are the people who are exposed to
difficult and dangerous jobs, but under the Bill
no-one will be able to protect them or inform them
about the dangerous jobs. No-one will tell them that
they should wear protective clothing that costs
$1000 a piece and must be burnt when the workers
have finished wearing it. Those sorts of garments
cannot be washed with the rest of the family's
clothing because they would contaminate it.
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extended family to back her up during the grieving
period. Unfortunately, soon after her husband was
killed, she also died and her children were left
destitute.
Those factors are not considered by the government,
and it is going backwards. The Labor Party
introduced th~ original legislation, and employers
were never meant to claim that they were broke and
could not afford the cost of complying with the
regulations. That should never have been a
consideration for the government. When companies
are considering entering into business ventures,
business forecasts are prepared, and safety
regulations must be built into them.
When I was a union delegate I was involved in the
commissioning of new plant. Before that was done,
the company considered how much equipment
would be needed, how many workers were required
and what the cost of production would be. Those
factors had to be considered to determine whether
the new plant would be feasible. I was working with
an enlightened company, and the union and the
company collectively worked out that the new plant
would be a profitable venture.
The legislation sends the wrong signal to
employers - it tells them that they do not have to
build occupational health and safety considerations
into their budgets. One wonders where the
government stands on human rights issues. It
appears that there are human rights for one class of
people but not for others. The people who miss out
are the blue-collar workers, and the are the ones
who need the protection of government, employers
and the legal profeSSion, which seems to be
abrogating its responsibility to those workers. In
many cases when a company is found guilty of
breaching occupational health and safety
regulations, the legal system imposes only the

The government should put its money in this area. It
should educate the judiciary to understand that
murder is murder. If a person loses his or her life in
the workplace it is murder. We have the wrong
values in our society. If a worker, especially a
migrant without extended family support, is killed
and his or her family is left destitute, who will
support them?

The amendments to the Act are not good, and I urge
the Minister for Industry Services to reconsider his
decision and introduce amendments that will stiffen
the current legislation and send a message to SOCiety
that the government cares about the people of
Victoria.

I know of a Filipino lady whose husband was killed
in a workplace accident. She and her children were
under enormous stress because no counselling was
provided for them. She was unable to turn to the
community for support and, as would have been the
case in her native country, she did not have her

Mr CUNNING HAM (Melton) - The Bill
amends the Occupational Health and Safety Act
1985. The trade union movement believes the
amendments are unnecessary and are an
impediment to good occupational health and safety
practices. The Occupational Health and Safety Act

minimum fine.
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1985 is one of the most important pieces of
legislation introduced by the Labor government. It
was introduced for the wellbeing of workers, to
promote good production practices and to benefit
the employer through experienced personnel
making cost savings through a safe workplace.
As a representative of the Australian Workers Union
from 1977 until the time I entered this place I was a
witness to an historic occupational health and safety
agreement in the workplace. The AWU was joined
in signing that agreement by the Metal Workers
Union, the Federated Engine Drivers and Firemen's
Association, and the Federated Ironworkers
Association, as they were known then. The company
that signed the agreement was B.F. Goodrich
Australia Ltd, known in the region as the Altona
complex. Subsequently other members of the
complex joined together to create safety committees
under the provisions of the 1985 legislation.
B. F. Goodrich was the first company to sign the
historic agreement. It is now part of an interlocking
network of companies within the Altona complex
including ASR, BASF, Dow, Hoechst and Union
Carbide. Those companies have now rationalised
and go under the banner of KEMCOR. The company
holds that occupational health and safety is an
essential part of the industrial relations process.
I always remember one of the managers on the job
saying that every employee had the right to go to
work and return home safely. That was a simple
way of putting it. The company was supportive of
safety practices and place signs around the
workplace stating "Safety is no accident". There
were also reminders to workers about wearing their
protective gear, such as helmets, safety glasses and
gloves. Those measures have served the company
well.
It takes years for people to appreciate and gain from
the experience of safe working practices. I recall that
one of the worst accidents I was called to involved
the Hoechst company. In this particular accident an
employee, while working on the night shift attended
to a blockage in one of the silos containing
polypropylene, a chemical with the consistency of
rice and which is sometimes sticky. At about 3 a.m.
the employee was restrained by a rope tied around
his waist and lowered into the silo to relieve the
blockage at the bottom. When banging away at the
bottom the material on the walls caved in around
him and tons of polypropylene fell on top of him. He
could not be pulled back to safety and was killed. As
a consequence of that, new safety practices were put
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into place. From time to time safety practices need
upgrading and the company then put into place
practices that would not allow another accident of
this type to occur.
It is a question of learning by experience and
ensuring that the workplace is safe for the future.
The employers at the complex strive with the union
movement and the work force to pursue the safest
working practices. Their record has been
commendable, and I wish I had brought the figures
with me to demonstrate that to the House. The
record is a result of the safety committees that have
been formed and because of the involvement of the
unions at a time when they joined together in a
consultative process to ensure safety in the
workplace.

Clause 5 provides that workers do not necessarily
confer on a union the authority to act on their behalf
in negotiations on a designated workplace. A verbal
or written authorisation may be necessary. In some
respects safety will be compromised, and the
amendment of section 31(1)(a) in clause 7 is also
regrettable. Health and safety representatives will
no longer have the right to inspect areas of the
workplace where events may take place which could
impinge upon the health and safety of the workers
whom they represent.
Departure from the existing legislation will be a
retrograde step for safety in the workplace. It is a
shame that some of those amendments will be made
because they will certainly compromise safety. I ask
the Minister to consider that matter when the Bill is
between here and another place.
Mr PESCO'IT (Minister for Industry Services) I thank those members who have contributed to the
debate, including the shadow Minister, the
honourable member for Springvale, and the
honourable members for Geelong North,
Dandenong, Altona, Morwell, Keilor and Melton for
the opposition and the honourable members for
Bulleen and MOrnington for the government.
It seems that the several themes which have been
flowing through speeches made by members of the
opposition could be summarised under four
headings: firstly, concern has been expressed that
the legislation is designed to water down the
occupational health and safety legislation in
Victoria; secondly, the allegation has been made
that, therefore, the government does not take the
matter seriously and is not concerned about the
health and safety of workers; thirdly, a major
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purpose of the Bill is to provide an opportunity to
attack the union movement, as distinct from
examining the issue on its merits; fourthly, the
honourable member for Springvale is most
concerned about the incidence of death in the
workplace - a subject that has been covered in
recent days in articles in the Age. Several honourable
members opposite said that the legislative
provisions covering death in the workplace should
be tightened up.
I will deal with the last point first - that is, death in
the workplace. During the ten years in government
of the Labor Party not only was the initial legislation
introduced in 1985 but amendments were passed in
1990 whereby the government of the day made
changes and tightened penalties that were
potentially possible against those who may have
contributed towards serious injury and in some
cases death in the workplace.
It must be said that the Labor Party then in

government had the opportunity of going further
than it did or doing something else if it thought that
appropriate, but it introduced increased penalties
which the then opposition supported. The
honourable member for Springvale would surely
agree that the issue is probably not so much one of
penalties - because they exist - but more the fact
that in the past the courts have been reluctant
through judgments handed down to do something
about the problem.
One unfortunate aspect about the articles in the Age
during the past two days is that no thorough
examination has been made of the issue; the fact that
the original legislation was designed to prevent
deaths has been ignored. It was not regarded as
appropriate in 1985, 1990 or now to use that
legislation as an opportunity for the government to
make some judgment about the degree of injury as
against the punitive measures that may be taken;
that issue has always been left for the courts to
examine.
The honourable member for Keilor said that the
government should put more money into the Budget
to train members of the legal profession so that they
understand the issue. Unfortunately, in our system
of Australian democracy it would be inappropriate
to have a government forcing judges and others to
pass a test about their understanding of
occupational health and safety issues.
Nonetheless it is true that the courts have been
reluctant to use existing penalties which were
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considerably increased by the previous government.
It is a matter of concern that about one death occurs

weekly in the workplace in Victoria. The
government would like to see that incidence
eradicated but, as I said when I mentioned the
fourth heading, the legislation was introduced by
the former government. There is no better way of
shifting the issue from the courts which, the
government believes, are the appropriate venue for
examining such matters when death occurs in the
workplace.
When a breach of occupational health and safety
regulations occurs - particularly if it is a serious
breach with the potential for criminal
proceedings - people from the Occupational Health
and Safety Authority consult with the police, with
the coroner, if appropriate, and with the Director of
Public Prosecutions. A decision is then made more
by the latter than by those in the Occupational
Health and Safety Authority as to whether grounds
exist on which to launch an action.
Certainly the government is concerned about deaths
in the workplace but, for the reasons I have
mentioned, the government felt the issue should not
be the subject of this Bill given that the existing
provisions have not been proved to be the problem;
rather the problem has been the way the courts have
dealt with the issue.
Turning to the other points raised, particularly the
general matters -and I shall turn later to the
specific matters - members of the opposition have
said this legislation is an attack on the trade union
movement and that it therefore will make the system
undemocratic, as I think it was expressed by some
honourable members.
What happens if someone who is very interested in
the health and safety of workers and in occupational
heal th and safety issues in general becomes
interested in related matters at a particular
workplace, and if that worker does not wish to be a
member of a union? That is the crux of the problem
at the moment.
Under the current legislation it has been necessary
for a worker who wishes to be involved in health
and safety issues in a constructive and consultative
way, perhaps with some office-bearing role, to
belong to a union. The legislation will not change the
way in which occupational health and safety will be
dealt with. If someone is interested in this subject as, indeed, all workers and employers should be -

OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH AND SAFETY (MISCELLANEOUS AMENDMENTS) BILL
Thursday. 30 September 1993

ASSEMBLY

there should be no requirement for him or her to
belong to a union.
It is quite acceptable and normal that people who

belong to unions should be interested in
occupational health and safety; everyone should be
interested in the subject. The legislation will remove
that provision, not to water anything down or to
attack the trade union movement, but merely to
provide the opportunity for people who have made
the free choice not to belong to a union to take an
interest in and deal with occupational health and
safety.
That brings me to another theme in the contributions
from members of the opposition: that is, that this
legislation waters down part of the Occupational
Health and Safety Act.
The amendments will not water down the Act or
make any changes to its framework that will make it
easier for people to avoid occupational health and
safety requirements. Those parts of the Act that give
a general duty to employers and employees are
intact, and the legislation is designed to encourage
further consultation and to encourage people
outside the union movement to become more
involved in the issue of occupational health and
safety.
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He also suggested that clause 5, which deals with
the trade union movement's role, will make no
difference. Such a suggestion from someone who is
linked to the trade union movement is the reason for
the introduction of the Bill. The provision is
designed to remove the opportunity for people in
the trade union movement to use threatening and
intimidating words so those who are interested in
the subject can have a fair go.
The honourable member also referred to clause 7
and the use of the word "practicable" in reference to
consulting somebody about changes that will occur
in the workplace. The word is there to overcome the
problem of somebody being away on vacation or
long service leave when a change needs to be made
because, for example, something suddenly breaks
and needs to be fixed. If you want to make a change,
you have to consult. If the person who is absent is,
by law, the only person you can consult, the
operation of the business may suffer. The use of the
word "practicable" in the Bill is deliberate because
we do not want employers to escape their
obligations. They must be able to prove at a later
date that they were reasonable in the way they dealt
with the matter. They cannot use the
representative's absence as an excuse to make
changes. That is not on.
House divided on motion:

This is not, as was suggested by the honourable
member for Keilor, an opportunity for us to create a
situation like the one in Hong Kong of people going
up bamboo scaffolding; nor is it a return to the age
when no effort was made to deal with occupational
health and safety issues.
The legislation deals with some of the framework of
the Act but it will not provide an opportunity for
employers and employees to abandon their
obligations. I give a categorical assurance to the
opposition that if over time it is seen to be providing
an opportunity for people to avoid their obligations
the government will consider the measure again.
The current legislation has put some people in a
privileged pOSition, to which I should have thought
the trade union movement would be opposed. As a
matter of principle the trade union does not like
privilege. Everybody should have an opportunity to
be involved in the issue of occupational health and
safety.
The honourable member for Springvale suggested
clause 4 would make things more difficult but in fact
the clause emphasises cooperation in the workplace.

Ayes,57
Bildstien, Mr
Brown,Mr
Clark, Mr
Coleman,Mr
Cooper,Mr
Davis, Mr
Dean, Or (Teller)
Doyle,Mr
Elder, Mr
Elliott, Mrs
Finn,Mr
Gude,Mr
Hayward,Mr
Heffeman, Mr
Henderson, Mrs
Honeywood, Mr
Hyams,Mr
Jasper, Mr
Jenkins, Mr
John,Mr
Kilgour,Mr
Leigh, Mr
Lupton,Mr
McArthur, Mr

McNamara, Mr
Maughan,Mr
Paterson, Mr
Perrin, Mr
Perton, Mr
Pescott, Mr
Peulich, Mrs
Phillips, Mr
Plowman, Mr A.F.
Plowman, Mr S.J.
Reynolds, Mr
Richardson, Mr
Rowe,Mr
Ryan, Mr
Smith, Mr E.R.
Smith, Mr I.W.
Spry,Mr
Steggall,Mr
Stockdale, Mr
Tanner, Mr
Tehan,Mrs
Thompson, Mr
Traynor,Mr
Treasure, Mr

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

ASSEMBLY

790
McGilI,Mrs
McGrath, Mr }.P.
McGrath, Mr W.O.
McLellan, Mr
Maclellan, Mr

Tumer,Mr
Wade,Mrs
Weideman, Mr
Wells, Mr (Teller)

Noes, 25
Andrianopoulos, Mr
Batchelor, Mr
Brumby,Mr
Coghill, Or
Cole,Mr
Cunningham, Mr
Dollis,Mr
Garoutt,Ms
Haermeyer, Mr
Hamilton,Mr
Kimer,Ms
Leighton, Mr
Loney,Mr

Marple,Ms
Micallef,Mr
Mildenhall, Mr (Ttller)
Pandazopoulos, Mr (Teller)
Sandon,Mr
Seitz,Mr
Sercombe, Mr
Sheehan,Mr
Thomson,Mr
Thwaites, Mr
Vaughan,Or
Wilson,Mrs

Thursday. 30 September 1993

That the House do now adjourn.

Laverton Park Primary School
Ms MARPLE (Altona) - The matter I raise for
the attention of the Minister for Education concerns
the Laverton Park Primary School. I wish to know
how the Minister will answer the concerns of
educators and parents about the possible closure of
this school. I will quote one of two letters received
by my office regarding that school, and it is from a
lecturer in education at the University of Melbourne.
Kath Murdock states:
I was recently invited by Laverton Park Primary School
to assist in their professional development program for
teachers and was struck by the careful planning,
enthusiasm, understanding of curriculum and
commitment to excellence shared by the staff.

She also states in the letter:
Motion agreed to.
Read second time.

I have been most impressed with the way in which this
school has met the special needs of the disadvantaged
children and their families in the community.

Passed remaining stages.
Later in the letter she states:

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
Mr COLE (Melbourne) - I wish to make a
personal explanation. Yesterday I made a personal
explanation to the House in response to the
Premier's assertions during question time that I had
on the previous day had certain discussions with the
Leader of the Opposition in a corridor of Parliament
House. As honourable members will recall, I stated
quite clearly that I had no such discussion. After
having been suspended from Parliament I spent a
short time in our media office and then I left the
precincts of the building, returning to my electorate
office.
The Premier stated today on radio station 3AW that
I was abusive to the Leader of the Opposition on
Tuesday afternoon. This is totally contrary to my
personal explanation to the House and is incorrect.
I wish to make it very clear that at no stage on
Tuesday afternoon did I have any discussions with
the Leader of the Opposition, the shadow Treasurer
or the shadow Minister for Community Services.

The size of the school is of utmost importance in
maintaining that culture of care.

Laverton is a strong community and well committed
to its people and its schools. Those schools meet the
needs of the children and ensure that they are given
the best possible opportunity for their education.
Laverton Park is facing merger or closure, and I
have been to meetings at Laverton because of the
concerns of the community about its schools. On top
of all the worries these people have about their jobs,
how they will survive and the lack of community
service, they now have to worry about their schools.
I will also quote a letter from a parent. I will not use
her name, but she describes her worries about her
young family, particularly her two boys, who have
needed much support from community services and
also from the school itself:
So far this year their behaviour has improved that
much that they have not been suspended at all and I
believe a lot of that has to do with the wonderful work
and friendship the teachers have given to them.

ADJOURNMENT
Mr GUDE (Minister for Industry and
Employment) - I move:

She is also very concerned for her daughter, who
will start school next year, and is worried that this
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school will be closed and the whole family will
suffer yet another major disruption.
Given these community concerns I ask how the
Minister will answer these people and how they will
deal with their heartache and disruption because of
the school closures. I hope the Minister will be able
to assure them that their children will have that help.

Unparliamentary expression
The SPEAKER - Order! During the course of
question time today the Premier used an
unparliamentary expression, and now that he is in
the Chamber I ask him to withdraw.

Mr KENNETf (Premier) - Mr Speaker, I
withdraw.

Tatura Milk Industries
Mr KILGOUR (Shepparton) - I direct the
attention of the Minister for Natural Resources to the
supply of water to the greater Shepparton area,
particularly in the towns of Tatura and Mooroopna.
The General Manager of Tatura Milk Industries,
Mr Neil Lowan, is concerned about the quality of
water being supplied to his factory, which is
currently in the midst of a large expansion program
in cooperation with the Japanese Sno company to
enable it to provide dairy products for the Japanese
market.

increase in trade waste water. It may mean that a
pipeline from the Mooroopna Water Board plant on
the Goulbum River will have to be constructed that will be easier to achieve following the
announcement that the Mooroopna and Tatura
water boards will amalgamate.
I have also been advised that the Shepparton Water
Board intends to construct a large water purification
plant at a cost of approximately $8 million over three
years.
I ask the Minister to look into the situation to
ascertain whether his department can ensure a
supply of quality water to the vital industries in the
greater Shepparton area.

Cigarette health warnings
Ms GARBUIT (Bundoora) - Will the Minister
for Health explain her backdown on'the printing of
health warnings on cigarette packets? Smoking is a
major health hazard that kills more than
2000 Australians a year. In July we were encouraged
by the agreement to a joint decision of a Ministerial
Council meeting chaired by the Minister. That
decision was a compromise on a position which had
been agreed to in April 1992 and which was
published in a media release:
These stronger warnings coupled with a number of
other preventative strategies such as advertising ... will
aim to substantially reduce the number of young
people taking up smoking ...

The company has two problems. Firstly, it is
concerned about the quality of water it receives for
processing its product. It is costing the company
approximately $200 000 a year to treat water it gets
from the Tatura Water Board, which comes from an
open channel supplied by the Rural Water
Corporation. The Rural Water Corporation advises
that it will not be able to continue to supply that
water, so something must be done.

The Minister has now backed down to a low
European Community standard. Will the Minister
explain why she could not get Cabinet approval for
her recommendation? It is obvious that she has
again been bullied and overruled by the Premier,
just as she was on the decision on funding for the
Grey Sisters.

Secondly, Tatura Milk Industries also has problems
with dumping its waste water. Recently the
company was asked to stop production for a short
time because the waste water coming from its Tatura
facilities was overflowing. That is dearly a problem
for the industry; things do not look good for it in the
future.

In June, before the Ministerial Council meeting, the
Premier publicly advocated the low European
Community standard. Despite that, the Minister
agreed to a higher standard, but it is obvious that
once again she was overruled. We all heard how the
Minister received a phone call from the Premier and
she backed down.

Those problems will have to be rectified as soon as
possible. They are caused simply by the
infrastructure falling behind industry requirements.
A large capital works program must be undertaken
to supply quality water to cope with the expected

Mr GUDE (Minister for Industry and
Employment) - On a point of order, Mr Speaker, I
believe the matter raised by the honourable member
for Bundoora is covered in Government Business,
Order of the Day No. 9, the Tobacco (Amendment)
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Bill, in which case the matter she raises is out of
order.

The SPEAKER - Order! Will the honourable
member relate her comments to the point of order?

The SPEAKER - Order! A copy of the Bill has
been handed to me. Clause 5 covers the matter
raised by the honourable member for Bundoora;
therefore, I uphold the point of order.

Ms GARBUTI - I was outlining my position
and what I was trying to do. I do not believe what I
am referring to is in the Bill.

Ms GARBUTI (Bundoora) - I was saying that it
appears that inside the Department of the Premier
and Cabinet there are two employees of the tobacco
lobby, Alistair Drysdale - Mr GUDE (Minister for Industry and
Employment) - On a point of order, Mr Speaker,
you have just ruled the matter out of order. I cannot
see how the honourable member can continue in the
same manner.
The SPEAKER - Order! The honourable
member for Bundoora may not canvass the Bill.
Mr COOPER (Momington) - On the point of
order, Mr Speaker, I seek your guidance in relation
to Standing Order No. 108. The honourable member
for Bundoora has made an imputation that some
Ministers of the government are in the hands of the
tobacco lobby. If so, that is an imputation that I find
offensive and ask for it to be withdrawn.
The SPEAKER - Order! The honourable
member for Momington finds the imputation
offensive and I ask the honourable member for
Bundoora to withdraw.
Ms GARBUTI (Bundoora) - What words,
MrSpeaker?
The SPEAKER - Order! The honourable
member for MOmington made it clear what the
words were, and I ask the honourable member to
withdraw.
Ms GARBUTI - In deference to you,
Mr Speaker, I withdraw.
On the point of order, Mr Speaker, I do not believe
this matter is covered in the Bill. I was attempting to
explain that I thought there were people in the
Department of the Premier and Cabinet, Alistair
Drysdale and Ken Baxter, the head of the
department, who are both listed - -

Honourable members interjecting.

The SPEAKER - Order! There is no point of
order. I have already ruled that clause 5 of the
Tobacco (Amendment) Bill covers most of what the
honourable member has been raising on the
adjournment debate. I uphold the point of order.
The honourable member's time has expired.
Or COG HILL (Werribee) - On the point of
order, Mr Speaker, you have just given two rulings
on the point of order: firstly, that there is no point of
order; and, secondly, upholding the point of order.
That leaves the House in some doubt as to how the
Minister may deal with the matter raised by the
honourable member for Bundoora.
In ruling on the point of order you indicated that
certain matters that the honourable member had
raised appeared to relate to the Bill; it was also clear
you accepted that certain other matters raised by the
honourable member were not covered by the
legislation and therefore were admissible.
Accordingly, it would be open to the Minister to
respond when time for the raising of matters has
concluded. I ask that you clarify for the House
whether you have or have not upheld the point of
order?
The SPEAKER - Order! I made it clear that the
honourable member for Bundoora may not refer to
any item contained in the Tobacco (Amendment) Bill
which is listed on the Notice Paper.
I rule that up until the point the honourable member
was interrupted, when she referred to matters in
clause 5 of the Bill, the Minister may respond.

Department of Business and Employment
employee
Mr FINN (Tullamarine) - I direct to the attention
of the Minister for Industry Services a matter
concerning an employee of the Department of
Business and Employment and his behaviour or
misbehaviour on Thursday of last week.
I have received a complaint from Mr Jack Ogilvie of
Sunbury who said he was approached by an
employee of the government whose name was
Mr Doug Bishop, also of Sunbury, who abused,
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insulted and ridiculed Mr Ogilvie. In his letter to me
Mr Ogilvie related the strong language used by
Mr Bishop. This appears to be a case of a

related to the exercise of official responsibility by the
officer to whom he has referred.

government employee taking matters into his own
hands and going over the top. He has misused and
abused his position in government and something
should be done.

Mr GUDE (Minister for Industry and
Employment) - On the point of order, Mc Speaker,
I was listening intently to the remarks made by the
honourable member for Tullamarine, and in one
part of his commentary he referred specifically to the
question of wages being paid and to a threat being
made by a person who purported to be an officer
presumably of the Deparbnent of Business and
Employment.

I shall not read into Hansard the language Mr Bishop
used but it certainly was not the sort of language I
would use. If a person cannot go around and do his
lawful work on a day-to-day basis without being
harassed and confronted by the sort of vileness that
he was confronted with on this occasion, then
something is terribly wrong.
After the abuse and the ridicule to which Mr Ogilvie
was subjected, Mr Bishop turned to Mr Ogilvie's
staff member and said, '1 hope this so-and-so is
paying you the right amount and you are receiving
the right conditions, as I work for a government
deparbnent which checks out people like Ogilvie
and nothing would give me more pleasure than to
be able to find that this so-and-so is paying you less
than you should be getting".

Or Coghill interjected.
Mr GUDE - That is all we ever do when issues
are raised in this House, and the honourable
member for Werribee, being a former Speaker,
knows full well that that is the case. The issue here is
clear; it is a matter of government administration
and I request that you, Sir, rule against the point of
order raised by the honourable member for
Werribee.
Mr FINN (Tullamarine) - On the point of order,
Mr Speaker, if the honourable member opposite had

Mr SEITZ (Keilor) - On a point of order,
Mr Speaker, I ask the member to table the document

from which he is reading?
The SPEAKER - Order! Will the honourable
member make the document available?
Mr FINN (Tullamarine) - Yes, Mr Speaker. This
sort of activity is appalling especially when the State
is coming out of recession. People should be able to
get on with their daily work without being
confronted, harassed and abused in this way. I ask
the Minister to take the appropriate action.
Dr COGHILL (Werribee) -On a point of order,
Mr Speaker, the honourable member is using the
privilege of the House to make serious accusations
against a person, but he has failed to say whether the
actions complained of were carried out by this
person acting in an official capacity. If this person
were acting, as the honourable member has
described, in a private capacity then the honourable
member for Tullamarine has no right to raise such a
matter in the House. The adjournment debate
provides honourable members with the opportunity
of raising matters of government administration
with Ministers. I understand that the honourable
member's time expired, but I ask you, Sir, to seek an
undertaking from him that the matter he raised

allowed me to continue I would have pointed out
that two witnesses would verify my account of the
situation.
The SPEAKER -Order! I cannot uphold the
point of order raised by the honourable member for
Werribee. The honourable member's remarks were
interrupted. He said it was a matter of government
administration, and I believe at the time he was
interrupted that his remarks were in order.

Quality provision task forces
Mr SANDON (Carrum) - I ask the Minister for
Education whether he will table the
recommendations of the quality provision task
forces and, where appropriate, his reasons for not
following them. The Minister constantly says that he
is listening to the views of task forces throughout the
State and that local parents know best and should
make the final decisions. Everyone is interested in
gaining access to the recommendations of the task
forces and the Minister's reasons for not following
the recommendations, which, of course, will be on
educational grounds.

Hensleigh Creek Road
Mr TREASURE (Gippsland East) - I direct to
the attention of the Minister for Natural Resources
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the logging industry in East Gippsland. For some
time the Department of Conservation and Natural
Resources has recommended the opening up of
Hensleigh Creek Road south of Bendoc through to
the mills at Oub Terrace and Cann River. Because
those roads have not yet been opened, logging traffic
travels north into New South Wales, then south
down the Cann Valley Highway and back up to
Club Terrace. This trebles if not quadruples the
distance travelled and adds to the cost of timber
before it arrives at the processing point.
A cost is incurred by the government because the
royalty scales impose a higher charge for timber that
is obtained closer to mills and a lower charge as the
distance increases. I have been told that the
government is losing about $55 000 a year, and the
cost to industry in travelling extra miles is about
$90 000 a year.
I ask the Minister to take up this matter and ensure
that the road can be opened quickly. It will involve
the spending of some money, but that money should
be recovered from the extra royalties derived and
savings to the industry.

Essendon airport
Mr THOMSON (pascoe Vale) - I direct to the
attention of the Minister for Industry and
Employment the press release of 5 September
concerning the Essendon airport. The government
said it strongly supported the continuation of
Essendon airport. That decision was supported by
the honourable member for Essendon, reluctantly, in
the same way as someone sliding off the edge of a
cliff might reluctantly accept the loss of soil.
The Minister referred to concessions to the local
community and said:
The FAC concessions could include the implementation
of displaced thresholds at the western and southern
ends of respective runways which will help to reduce
noise from aircraft.

He also referred to the Port Phillip Region Airport
and Airspace Study. As the Essendon airport is in
my electorate I seek the Minister's advice on the
nature of those concessions and what steps the
government has taken or intends to take to ensure
that the concessions are achieved.
I also suggest to the Minister that in the context of
his press release there is a need to acquire a
long-term site for the airport, preferably in the south
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east of Melbourne. The more I think about the issue
the more I believe the airport should be sited in the
south east of Melbourne as a medium-term solution
to some of the problems, rather than going for the
mirror treatment of a feasibility study.
I invite the Minister to comment on the
government's intentions regarding the siting of an
airport in the south-east of Melbourne. The people of
Essendon have made it clear that the airport is an
outdated use of the land. That was made
partiCl.ilarly clear in the recent council elections
when candidates who strongly supported the
retention of Essendon airport were overwhelmingly
defeated.
It is important that the government acknowledge
and take account of the wishes of the community
when it makes the decision on the future of the
airport.

Red-eared turtles
Mr McARTHUR (Monbulk) - I direct to the
attention of the Minister for Natural Resources the
problems caused by red-eared turtles, or sliders, the
proper name of which is Pseudemys scripta elegans.
The red-eared turtle is a small creature that has a red
spot on its ear.
The little creatures were featured on a recent
Channel 9 current affairs program. It appears that as
a result of the Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtle craze
some years ago, the red-eared turtles have been kept
as pets in many countries, particularly in Europe. As
a consequence, the sliders have caused significant
environmental problems in France after being
dumped or allowed to escape into that country's
streams and waterways.
Victorian and Australians are well versed about the
effects of feral animals on our environment. I remind
honourable members of the problems caused by the
European carp, rabbits, cats, cane toads and a wide
variety of other creatures foreign to Australia that
have escaped or been dumped and caused
widespread environmental damage.
There have been sightings of the red-eared turtle
around Healesville and Yea. I am concerned about
the potential of the little creatures to wreak
environmental damage. There are many streams and
waterways in my electorate, which also contains the
Silvan dam. I should not like to see those potentially
noxious pests released into our waterways.
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I ask the Minister for Natural Resources to urgently
investigate whether the slider turtles are being
traded as pets. I also ask him to investigate how
many Victorians are keeping them in their fish tanks
and whether there have been confirmed sightings of
the turtles in the wild. I urge him to take all
appropriate steps to ensure that any trade in the
turtles is prevented until an assessment is made of
their suitability as pets.
If the creature is at large, I ask the honourable
gentleman to ensure that his department takes all
steps to eradicate it, because we do not need any
more pests and noxious animals in Victoria.

Youth holiday programs
Mr MILD EN HALL (Footscray) - In the absence
of the Minister for Sport, Recreation and Racing I
direct to the attention of the Minister for Industry
and Employment the deletion from this year's
Budget of funding for the youth holiday program.
The program has customarily been funded to the
tune of $250 000 a year. Last year some 160 groups,
70 of which are local government bodies, conducted
a range of activities. Activities were also conducted
under the auspices of the YMCA, health centres and
other community service agencies throughout the
State.
I understand that last financial year the program
provided activities for at least 90 000 young people.
That included a variety of sport and recreational
activities, using local facilities such as sports
grounds.
In a fairly cynical exercise by the government, which
totally deleted funding of the item, groups were to
apply to the Victorian Health Promotion Foundation
to fund their programs, but there has been a 30 per
cent drop in VicHealth funds. The program was also
to be listed for additional funding from the
Deparbnent of Arts, Sport and Tourism but as the
lowest priority. So it was no surprise, indeed entirely
predictable, that the program received no funds. I
understand that previous reviews have attested to
the value of the program, particularly given that
local groups have to provide at least dollar for dollar
funding and often many voluntary hours as well.
I ask the Minister to review the valuation of the
program; to judge whether a program like this
should have been treated so harshly that, instead of
its being trimmed, it has been totally wiped out; and
also to reconsider the priorities of his agency to see
how young people might have alternatives.
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Responses
Mr COLEMAN (Minister for Natural
Resources) - The honourable member for
Shepparton referred to water quality at Tatura.
Some press comment has emanated from both the
Tatura milk factory and the municipal council in
that area. As a result of that and the growing
awareness that demands were to be placed on
industry, both for waste water disposal and for
water quality treabnent, there have been discussions
between the Rodney and Mooroopna water boards.
Those water boards have come up with a proposal
for an amalgamation.
In an effort to ensure that industry is able to
continue to operate successfully in the Goulbum
Valley broadly rather than in separate towns within
the Goulbum Valley, a three-member committee has
been appointed to review the proposal for the
amalgamation of the Rodney and Mooroopna
boards and to consider the issue the honourable
member for Shepparton has raised - that is, the
question of the replacement of the treabnent plant in
Shepparton.
Tatura is dependent on a channel supply and
therefore needs to store its water for the winter
period. That has meant mounting storage costs and
also costs associated with the treabnent of stored
water, given that it is supplied via channels. Both
Shepparton and Mooroopna are able to draw from
the Goulbum River and, given that there is to be a
considerable benefit if a new structure is built in
Shepparton, it should be feasible to build one of
sufficient size to be able to treat the supplies for
those three communities.
Accordingly I have appointed a committee today
which will comprise three well-respected people in
the water industry and in the Goulburn Valley who
will undertake a study to review what might be the
best way of addressing a number of issues
pertaining to the issue raised by the honourable
member for Shepparton.
The committee will be chaired by Mr Jeremy
Gaylard, the Chairman of the Salinity Program
Advisory Council, who has had some municipal
experience. The committee will be served also by
Mr Colin Nankervis, the previous chairman of the
Bendigo Water Board and a consulting engineer in
Bendigo, and Mr Dick Stanistreet, the Chairman of
the Latrobe Regional Commission and President of
the Water Authorities Association of Victoria. Those
three people will be given the role of making
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recommendations on the proposed merger and on
some of the alternatives that might address that
issue.
It is fundamental that the Goulburn Valley has a
satisfactory and reliable source of water to cater for
industry expansion. It is equally important that there
be in place a waste disposal process to enable
industries to operate satisfactorily.

The honourable member for East Gippsland referred
to the provision of log roads in East Gippsland. The
road in contention is the Hensley Creek Road. The
use of that road for the extraction of logs would
enable logs from the Bendoc area to get to Cann
River via the shortest possible route. The royalty on
logs is calculated on the basis of transport via the
shortest route.
Currently, logs extracted from the Bendoc area are
taken up through Delegate and brought back down
the Cann Valley Highway - a trip of some
175 kilometres. The trip is expensive for the timber
industry and affects the royalty collected by the
government. Deparbnental officers have discussed
the best way to of addressing the situation.
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We would like regular users of the bush such as
bushwalkers and fishermen to report sightings of
the turtles. Three sightings close to Melbourne
indicate that people who have been unable to
manage the turtles have done what they thought
was the right thing by releasing them in the bush.
However, that is probably the worst possible
outcome.
A discussion paper has been released on the
development of catchment and land protection
legislation, a role of which will be a review of
vermin and noxious weeds legislation to make
provision for a process by which pet shop
proprietors who sell the animals are able to get them
back if purchasers are not prepared to look after
them.
Mr HAYW ARD (Minister for Education) - The
honourable member for Altona raised the Laverton
North Primary School. I thank her for raising the
matters and for the information she prOVided to me.
I am advised that that school is not in the quality
provision task force. I have been further
advised-Ms Marple -It is Laverton Park Primary School.

Eventually this issue will come across my desk. I
thank the honourable member for raising it tonight.
The question will force the issue, which is important
given that the log season is about to start. I shall
arrange for deparbnental officers to examine the
situation. There has been ongoing discussion and I
think it having been raised here tonight will ensure
that those discussions are brought to an early
conclusion.
The honourable member for Monbulk raised the
question of red-eared or slider turtles, which I
understand received some coverage recently on a
program shown on Channel 9. A number of the
turtles were imported as children's pets as a result of
the Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtle craze in Victoria
some years ago. The turtles have either proved too
difficult to manage in the hands of the young people
or have escaped.
'
The critical issue, as was elaborated successfully in
the television program, is that they have the capacity
to breed and to cause similar damage in our
waterways to the damage caused by European carp.
To that extent it is important that retail outlets that
handle the turtles understand the potential damage
they may cause and the problems they may create in
the management of our waterways.

Mr HAYWARD - I am sorry, I did not hear that.
I am happy to take into consideration the matter
raised by the honourable member for Altona. I have
not dealt with the task force report pertaining to that
school, but I will take the matter raised by the
honourable member into consideration.
The honourable member for Carrum referred to task
force reports. This has been an open process and it is
important that it should continue that way. I intend
to publish the full results of the process. Many
reports are bulky and it would be inappropriate to
table them. It is my intention to publish the full
results.
Mr PESCOIT (Minister for Industry Services) The honourable member for Tullamarine raised - Or COGHILL (Werribee) - On a point of order,
Mc Speaker, I ask that you note the letter made
available to the House by the honourable member
for Tullamarine and consider again whether the
matter is admissible. The letter makes clear that the
incident to which the honourable member referred
occurred on a public holiday. There is no indication
whatsoever that the dispute arose in the context of
Mc Bishop's official duties, or indeed that he was on
duty at the time.
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The letter also makes clear that this is an attempt to
further a long-running personal dispute between
Mr Ogilvie and Mr Bishop. We have not been given
the details of that personal dispute. It is clear the
dispute does not relate to Mr Bishop's official duties,
but is a personal and private matter between them,
the details of which I am not privy to, although
others may have some knowledge of it. That is
irrelevant to the point I raise.
Not a shred of evidence is contained in the
comments made by the honourable member for
Tullamarine or in the letter he has produced in
support of the issue being admissible under the
customs and rulings on debate on the adjournment
motion, which is summarised in Speaker Christie's
ruling on 18 March 1970, when he said:
Matter must relate to government administration and
not relate to future legislation.

There is no evidence that the matter relates to
government administration. Evidently the person
complained of is a government employee, but there
is no suggestion he was on duty or in any other way
came under the responsibility of the Minister in
relation to this incident. Accordingly, I ask you,
Mr Speaker, to rule the matter as inadmissible and to
advise the Minister for Industry Services that it is
not a matter on which he need or should respond.
Mr PESCOrr (Minister for Industry Services) On the point of order, Mr Speaker, firstly I point out
to the honourable member for Werribee that it is not
unusual for inspectors to work on public holidays.
Secondly, I refer the honourable member to - Or Coghill - On the point of order - The SPEAKER - Order! I have already heard the
honourable member for Werribee on the point of
order. The Minister has the floor.
Mr PESCOrr - The honourable member for
Werribee should read the letter more closely because
when quoting the words of Mr Bishop, who is the
person complained of, it says:
He then stated to my staff member, ''My name is Doug
Bishop, and any time -

public time or not; presumably he meant any time
that he was in his office you want to call me I would really appreciate a call".
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He is inviting the person to continue a dialogue in
his official capacity. It is clear from the letter that the
person was talking to Mr Ogilvie in an official
capacity, and if the truth of it requires interpretation
by the Speaker, so be it. Inspectors from my Ministry
work on public holidays and Mr Bishop was
working on that day.
Mr COOPER (Momington) - On the same point
of order, Sir, notes issued for the guidance of
members on the question of adjournment debates
state:
The purpose of the adjournment debate, which has its
origin not in Standing Orders but in longstanding
practice of the House, is to provide members with the
opportunity of raising matters of immediate concern.

I understand from what I heard when the
honourable member for Tullamarine raised the
matter that this is a recent issue, so it therefore meets
that requirement, and it is a matter of immediate
concern. The notes go on to say:
matter must relate to government administration and
not relate to future legislation.

The matter clearly comes under the control of the
Minister for Industry Services, who is now
attempting to deal with it. The notes continue:
The technique suggested is:
(i)

setting up complaint;

(ii) indicating the Minister or department involved;
(ill) giving a brief resume of the facts; and
(iv) finally suggesting the action sought.

The honourable member for Tullamarine complied
with those suggestions. It is interesting to note that
the guidance notes were issued by the honourable
member for Werribee on 1 October 1990 when he
was the Speaker.
The SPEAKER - Order! I do not uphold the
point of order. It is clear from the letter that a
government department is named. The third
paragraph states:
I work for a government department that checks out
people ...

The Minister who has responsibility for this area of
government administration has said he believes it is
a matter of government administration. Therefore, I
do not uphold the point of order.
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Dr COGHILL (Werribee) - On a point of order,
Mr Speaker, I take offence at words used in the
course of the Minister's remarks on the point of
order. In earlier proceedings today you, Sir, have
had no hesitation in directing members on this side
of the House to withdraw words found to be
offensive. 1 ask that the words directed at me be
withdrawn.

The SPEAKER - Order! Who used the words
directed at the honourable member for Werribee?
Dr COG HILL - The words came from a member
sitting to my left - from the area of the honourable
member for Mornington and those sitting with him.

The SPEAKER - Order! The honourable
member for Werribee knows the difficulty the Chair
has in cases such as this. Unless he can be more
specific about the particular words and who said
them, there is no point of order.
Dr COGHILL - The honourable member who
said the words will be aware of that. They were to
the effect that 1 have never worked. That is simply
untrue and is a grossly insulting reflection on any
person. 1 ask that the honourable member identify
himself and withdraw the words.

Mr COOPER (Mornington) - I identify myself as
the member who did not say the words. The
honourable member for Werribee referred to me, but
1 did not say the words and 1 want that on the record.
The SPEAKER - Order! Unless I have the name
of the honourable member who said the words, I
cannot act.
Dr COGHILL (Werribee) - I am reliably advised
that it was the honourable member for
Tullamarine - that would certainly be in his
character -and I ask that he withdraw.

The SPEAKER - Order! This is farcical and I
will not let it continue. If the honourable member for
Werribee cannot do better than that, I cannot uphold
the point of order. There is no point of order.
Mr PESCOTT (Minister for Industry Services) Obviously I cannot deal with this issue immediately
but on the face of it, it seems that in talking to
Mr Ogilvie, Mr Bishop was saying things in front of
the staff of Mr Ogilvie which, 1 must say, would be
most unusual in the normal course of an inspector'S
work.
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It is unacceptable for someone to imply in front of
staff that a person is doing something which he or
she should not be doing. If the matter is not proven
it can give the impression to the staff that their
employer is not doing the right thing.
This particular letter states that Mr Bishop was
talking to Mr Ogilvie for some 20 minutes. It should
be noted that the complaint by Mr Ogilvie was not
about the subject of that 20-minute conversation but
rather the fact that, as he says in his letter, that
Mr Bishop may go out of his way to look into the
issue of working on a public holiday.

On the face of it that seems strange because there is
no law against people working on a public holiday.
Indeed, if Mc Bishop were doing that work he would
be regarded as working on a public holiday.
The matter is somewhat difficult to comment upon
without looking at the subject in further detail.
Suffice it to say, though, that I expect the honourable
member for Werribee's sensitivities are due to the
fact that Mc Bishop was a Ministerial adviser to a
former member of the other place, Mr Landeryou.

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr PESCOTI - We must be very careful that
people like the honourable member for Werribee do
not draw this matter into some sort of political
argument rather than looking at the issue on its
merits.
Mr GUDE (Minister for Industry and
Employment) - The honourable member for
Bundoora raised a matter for the attention of the
Minister for Health. I shall draw that matter to her
attention.
The honourable member for Footscray raised a
matter for the attention of the Minister for Sport,
Recreation and Racing. I shall draw that matter to
his attention.
The honourable member for Pascoe Vale raised for
my attention the closure of Essendon airport. The
few points I wish to make on the subject are as
follows: the decision about Essendon airport is
primarily and almost absolutely the responsibility of
the Federal government which, as the honourable
member knows, is of the same political persuasion
as he is.
The Federal government has made that decision
quite strongly, plainly and definitively. The Federal
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Airports Corporation (FAC) to which the
honourable member referred has for some time been
involved in negotiating concessions or leases for
25 years with people operating in the Essendon
airport area. The former government, for whatever
reason - presumably some political disadvantage it
perceived may have accrued to it had it made a
decision - chose not to become involved and
continually deferred a decision.
This government has made a clear decision and
indicates that it supports the decision of the Federal
government. It supports and understands the
recommendations made by the FAC. It believes that
the decision will be in the best interests of Victoria.
Mr Seitz -Hear, hear!
Mr GUDE - I note the interjection of the
honourable member for Keilor - obviously he
supports the proposition. Not every honourable
member opposite has the same view on this matter!
The government is on about trying to enhance the
development of the Essendon airport, secure the
approximately 1200 jobs that are directly associated
with it, and provide further employment
opportunities which 1 understand are already
starting to flow as a result of the decision and the
likely outcome.
The honourable member referred to concessions. 1
may not have heard every word he said, and 1 do
not wish to misrepresent him, but what 1 said in the
press release - 1 may not have put it clearly - was
that the FAC concessions could include the
implementation of displaced thresholds at the
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western and southern ends of the respective
runways, which would help to reduce noise from
aircraft.
'That is a matter for the FAC and the local airport to
determine. The FAC is a Federal body, so the
Victorian government cannot direct it, although I am
sure the honourable member can communicate the
concerns he has to the corporation. He may already
have done so, but I have no way of knowing that.
The honourable member also referred to the study
that is being carried out in the south east. The
government has arranged for a study to be done to
allow those likely to be affected, including the
airlines, the FAC and even the honourable member,
to put their views. It is not for me to pre-empt the
possible findings of that study, but it will obtain the
views of interested people, such as the honourable
member, and will attempt to determine whether any
decision should be made and where any such
decision might lead. If the honourable member has
any further concerns, 1 am happy to discuss them
with him privately and assist in any way possible.
Motion agreed to.
House adjourned 5.32 p.m. until Tuesday,
5 October.
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Tuesday, 28 September 1993

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
The following answers to questions on notice were circulated:

PUBLIC TRANSPORT - REVENUE FROM RAILWAY STATIONS
(Question No. 19)
Mr BATCHELOR asked the Minister for Public Transport:
What is the annual revenue collected from each railway station serving the Met system during the 1992/93 financial
year?

Mr BROWN (Minister for Public Transport) - The answer is:
The total revenue collected from suburban stations during the 1992/93 financial year was $117 million. The detailed
information sought by the honourable member is of a commercial nature which if publicly released would have the
potential to compromise the security and safety at railway stations.

PUBLIC TRANSPORT - INCIDENCE OF GRAFFITI
(Question No. 20)
Mr BATCHELOR asked the Minister for Public Transport:
In respect of the incidence of graffiti at each railway station serviced by the Met system for the period January 1993 to
June 1993 - (a) what is the weekly hit rate; and (b) what is the average hit rate?

Mr BROWN (Minister for Public Transport) - The answer is:
The Public Transport Corporation (PTC) has provided the following tables and graphs detailing the information sought
by the honourable member.
While the incidence of graffiti has remained at a relatively constant level, the government is determined to further
reduce the effects of this offensive unsocial behaviour.
The Victoria Police Transit District will continue its excellent work in patrolling the system. The PTC has implemented
more regular reporting procedures to assist in the early detection of graffiti damage. In addition, contracts are being
finalised for the painting and cleaning of stations to ensure that such acts of vandalism are removed as soon as
practicable.
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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

808

ASSEMBLY

Tuesday, 28 September 1993

BALLIANG EAST PRIMARY SCHOOL
(Question No. 25)
Dr COG HILL asked the Minister for Finance:
Whether he received from the honourable member for Gisbome documentation presented by a deputation representing
Balliang East Primary School to the honourable member for Gisbome on Friday, 13 August 1993 for transmission to
each Minister and, if so, on what date?

Mr I. W. SMITH (Minister for Finance) - The answer is:
The document was forwarded to me by the honourable member for Gisbome and received on 18 August 1993.

BALLIANG EAST PRIMARY SCHOOL
(Question No. 33)
Dr COG HILL asked the Minister for Public Transport:
Whether he received from the honourable member for Gisborne documentation presented by a deputation representing
Balliang East Primary School to the honourable member for Gisbome on Friday, 13 August 1993 for transmission to
each Minister and, if so, on what date?

Mr BROWN (Minister for Public Transport) - The answer is:
It is assumed the honourable member is referring to documents I received from the honourable member for Gisbome
on 18 August 1993. The documents related to representations he received from EQUAL (Educational QUality Available
Locally), a group representing a number of rural schools in the Bacchus Marsh area (including Balliang East).

QUESTION ON NOTICE
Thursday, 30 September 1993

ASSEMBLY

809

Thursday, 30 September 1993

QUESTION ON NOTICE
BALLIANG EAST PRIMARY SCHOOL
(Question No. 34)
Dr COG HILL asked the Minister for Community Services:
Whether he received from the honourable member for Gisbome documentation presented by a deputation representing
Balliang East Primary School to the honourable member for Gisbome on Friday, 13 August 1993 for transmission to
each Minister and, if so, on what date?

Mr JOHN (Minister for Community Services) - The answer is:
Documentation from the honourable member for Gisbome relating to the Balliang East Primary School was received on
Tuesday, 17 August 1993.

ABSENCE OF MINISTER
Tuesday, 5 October 1993

ASSEMBLY

Tuesday, 5 October 1993

The SPEAKER (Hon. J. E. Delzoppo) took the chair
at 2.5 p.m. and read the prayer.

ABSENCE OF MINISTER
The SPEAKER - Order! I advise the House that
the Minister for Police and Emergency Services will
be absent due to flood conditions in his electorate.

811

Ba~ job advertisement series for September 1993 which the honourable member is probably not
aware of because they are official figures - was
published. The figures recorded strong growth in
Western Australia, at 9.6 per cent, and Victoria came
second, at 9 per cent.

The Lea~er of the Opposition is yapping away. The
trouble IS that he asked the question and is quickly
~ecoming a prophet of doom. I can only say that at a
time when the State is calling for leadership, the
Leader of the Opposition does not offer it. He is in
an empty suit!

Honourable members interjecting.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE
UNEMPLOYMENT
Mr BRUMBY (Leader of the Opposition) - I
refer the Premier to his comments in the House last
Wednesday that unless Victoria has a rate of
economic growth of at least 4 per cent "we will not
be able to maintain current levels of employment".
In light of the information on page 212 of Budget
Paper No. 2, which forecasts a growth rate of just 2.5
per cent ~nd. ~ unemployment growth of 0.5 per
cent, which IS Incorrect - his comments to the
House or the Budget Papers?
Mr KENNETT (Premier) - The honourable
gentlemen is a merchant of doom; he wishes
everything to be bad news all the time. The
government is working very strongly towards
rebuilding Victoria's base to provide long-term and
meaningful job security and job growth. Last
Wednesday I said that it was not good enough to
accept the Prime Minister's concept that Australia,
by leading the Organization for Economic
Co-operation and Development (OECD) countries, is
actually doing enough.
The Prime Minister takes personal joy in the fact that
we are doing better than the aECD - that is,
around 2 per cent. The national growth rate is about
2.5 per cent. Last year Victoria achieved a 4.4 per
cent increase, which was considerably above the
national average. The reality is that if Australia
cannot achieve a 4 per cent or 5 per cent growth rate,
it will not have enough growth to hold in place the
employment levels existing today.
Victoria and Australia have to demonstrate
We must make fundamental changes to
bnng about new opportunities. Today the ANZ
le~dership.

Mr KENNETT - The government and,
increasingly, the Victorian public are supporting
programs that will not only secure employment for
those in work but will also create jobs for those
looking for work.
Ms Marple interjected.
The SPEAKER - Order! Interjections are
disorderly. The Premier will ignore them.
Mr KENNETT -It seems that the Leader of the
Opposition is creating unemployment by not
standing by the honourable member for Altona in
securing her seat. Not only has he shown great
personal and leadership weakness but - The SPEAKER - Order! In answering a question
the Premier must stick to matters of government
administration. Reflections on other members are
disorderly. I ask the Premier to conclude his answer.
Mr KENNETT - I trust that by the end of the
three-year period the honourable member for Altona
will have been supported by her party and her
Leader, particularly as she has contributed well to
the Parliament since her arrival. The government
will continue to do what needs to be done to secure
employment and the creation of new opportunities.

PUBLIC SECTOR SUPERANNUATION
Mr JENKINS (Ballarat West) - Will the Premier
inform the House of the historic agreement on
public sector superannuation that was signed today
by the government and the Victorian union
movement?
Mr KENNETT (Premier) - Today an historic
landmark agreement was reached by the
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government, the trade union movement and,
therefore, the people of Victoria. The Minister for
Finance, Mr Brian Boyd and a number of senior
officers of the Victorian Trades Hall Council signed
an agreement, the like of which has not only never
succeeded but has never even been attempted. With
the cooperation of those members of the trade union
movement, the government today initiated a new
period of responsibility that will lead to a
readjustment of superannuation in Victoria which
will affect people both within and outside the
political sphere in such a way that Victorian
politicians will be leading by example.
The opposition, particularly the Leader of the
Opposition, will be interested to learn that there will
be a 2S per cent reduction in future benefits to
politicians. Do I hear, ''Hear, hear"? A little louder!
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Mc Boyd, Mc Walsh and a number of other trade
unionists have signed an historic agreement. There
has been nothing like this anywhere in Australia
since the second world war, and there is a good
reason for that: no other State has been so totally let
down by its administration as Victoria was let down
by the former Labor government.

The people of Victoria can live in hope. I thank the
trade union movement and congratulate it on
making the future rather than the present its top
priority. I thank also the Minister for Finance who
oversaw the long discussions - Mr Sercombe - He's a mug!
Mr KENNETI - The honourable member says
the Minister is a mug. Let me tell you this - -

No government, no group of politicians - either
Federal or State - and no group of trade unionists
has ever put the community's interests so clearly
ahead of its own vested interests. The opposition is
upset because it has been left out again but, if this
government had continued with the previous
government's policies, by 2000 unfunded
superannuation liabilities would have reached
$23 billion. As a result of the agreement signed by
the government and the Trades Hall Council, this
government will have saved the community
between $8000 million and $10 000 million by the
year 2000.

The SPEAKER - Order! The Premier should
ignore interjections.

There can be no doubt that the government and the
responsible sections of the trade union movement
are not motivated by what they can gamer from the
community but what they can do for their children
and future generations. This extraordinary
agreement, based on the inheritance from the
previous incompetent government, is an attempt to
restructure the base so that all Victorians - trade
unionists, non-trade unionists, the young and senior
citizens alike -can look forward to the future with
some sort of hope, secure in the quiet, confident
knowledge that this government is governing in
their interests.

The SPEAKER - Order! From this chair it is
fascinating to see how people's attitudes change
depending on whether they are giving or receiving
abuse. However, I have previously ruled as the
honourable member said, and I ask the Premier to
withdraw.

Mr KENNElT - The honourable member for
Niddrie and his party are absolutely irrelevant! That
mob caused the problems we have had to
address-Mr SERCOMBE (Niddrie) -On a point of order,
Mc Speaker, on previous occasions when I have used
that particular expression you have asked me to
withdraw. I ask you to apply the same standard to
the Premier.

Mr KENNETT - I withdraw. This is a group of
failed individuals - - individual failures and
collective failures! This is one of the most - if not
the most - historic decisions this country has ever
seen-Mr Micallef - Boring!

An honourable member interjected.
Mr KENNETI - It is disorderly to refer to
interjections, but if anything put the future
employment of our children at risk it was the
irresponsible performance of the former government
in the area of superannuation. This government and
the trade union movement have recognised that and,
after six months of negotiation, the Minister,

Mr KENNETT - For years this man came in here
and talked about the workers' interests while his
party was destroying opportunities in the
marketplace. When it came to office this government
took on board problems no other State government
in Australia has had to address. Not just this
government, but some Labor supporters have put
decency to the fore.
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I say to the opposition and the people of Victoria
that a new standard of responsibility has been set.
Politicians and the trade union movement have
reduced their benefits and the community will be
better off for it; the people will be the real
beneficiaries. Our children can go into the next
century feeling secure that they will get
employment. The government thanks the trade
union movement and its responsible leaders for
what they have done. We have created a new future
for our children that will continue into the 21st
century.

HEAL TH AND COMMUNITY
SERVICES FUNDING
Ms GARBUlT (Bundoora) - I refer the Minister
for Health to a letter in today's Age by Patricia Scott
of the Victorian Council of Churches who described
the Minister's approach to the needs of mothers and
babies as "very uncaring" and criticised her view of
women as a ''blockage'' in the health system. Will
the Minister abandon her funding cuts to services
for mothers in hospitals and to respite care such as
those provided by the Grey Sisters, and will she
reconsider the detrimental changes being made to
maternal and child health services?
Mrs TEHAN (Minister for Health) - As the
Premier said in response to an earlier question,
Victorians now recognise that the State was on the
brink of a financial abyss when the coalition came
into government. This government has made the
hard decisions that had to be taken for sound
financial reasons to bring Victoria back to some form
of economic Viability. That has been reflected in the
polls published in Saturday'S Age which revealed
that 54 per cent of voters support the government. It
has been supported today by the trade union
movement, which has agreed to a diminishing
return in superarulUation payments because of the
diabolical mess that the State was in.
In answer to the honourable member's question, I

repeat that there have been no Budget cuts to the
infant and maternal welfare system - none at all.
All of the changes brought about in the health and
welfare areas for mothers, babies and children are
based on a much sounder footing for the delivery of
services. They are based on a stronger output focus,
on a need to get better value for the taxpayer's dollar
and on an equitable distribution of those services.
Although the government has been addressing the
State's financial needs by examining how it can
reduce the Budget deficit, it is also committed to
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enhancing services for mothers, babies, children and
old people. It is doing that now and will continue to
follow that course. The government will improve
and enhance the value of health and community
services as it goes forward.

PUBLIC SECTOR SUPERANNUATION
Mr A. F. PLOWMAN (Benambra) - Will the
Minister for Finance advise the House what steps
the government is planning to ensure that there is
sustainable superannuation coverage for the State's
public sector employees?
Mr I. W. SMITH (Minister for Finance) - As the
Premier said earlier, today an historic agreement
was reached with participant unions representing
members of the Emergency Services Superannuation
Scheme (ESSS) and the remainder of State public
sector schemes both within the Budget and
off-Budget. The process that will be adopted is that
proposed legislation will be finalised, introduced
into the House and passed this sessional period.
The legislation will continue the present
arrangements for about 43 000 public sector
pensioners, with the exception that instead of their
benefits being adjusted twice annually according to
the consumer price index they will be adjusted only
once a year.
The benefits of members of Parliament will be
reduced by the amounts necessary to pay the
Federal tax and by 18.2 per cent of the cost to the
employer. This is the same amount by which the
government will reduce the benefits of ESSS
members.
The main benefit to the Budget will be that public
sector employees will be encouraged to transfer
from the revised superannuation scheme managed
by the State Superannuation Board to take
advantage of membership of the new scheme, which
will have the benefit of full lump sum payments.
Members who opt out of the revised scheme will
receive a reduced accrual, but if they remain in the
revised scheme their contributions will be
substantially increased.
The trade union movement has agreed to calculate
benefits based on final average salary over the last
two years of a member's service. Other
arrangements such as the calculation of death and
disability payments will be reduced from 65 to 60
years in most schemes and from 60 to 55 years in
others.
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All new employees in both the Budget and
off-Budget sectors will be placed on what is known
as an SGC accumulation scheme, which is allied to
the compulsory superannuation charges
implemented under Commonwealth legislation. As
the new scheme will be an accumulation scheme and
as current members move through the public sector,
within a generation of employment the problem will
completely disappear.
I cannot speak too highly of the spirit with which the
trade union movement has approached the problem
the coalition inherited. The new arrangements are a
major step in cleaning up the financial mess that was
left by the former Labor government. As the Premier
said, by the year 2000 the combination of this
measure, a reduction in the size of the work force in
the on-Budget sector and the Treasurer repaying
$1.4 billion of money borrowed from the
contributions of members of the State
Superannuation Fund, will reduce the unfunded
liability of State superannuation schemes by
somewhere between $8 billion and $10 billion.
If honourable members compare this scheme with

the one inherited by the government they will
recognise that this is a sustainable and affordable
result. The previous provisions were nothing but
funny-money arrangements. They were
unsustainable and unaffordable, which is what I
said in my April statement. Ten years ago, when
superannuation consumed 3.6 per cent of the Budget
outlays and two-thirds of the work force - Mr Sercombe interjected.
Mr I. W. SMITH - Have a look next door for
that! I take it the Deputy Leader of the Opposition
agrees that benefits owed to members should be
paid. If he does not, he had better say so to his
Leader.
The new agreement transposed into legislation and
administrative arrangements will lead to a
sustainable scheme so that instead of having to pay
the projected 9 per cent of the Budget, increasing by
almost 1 per cent a year, for superannuation the
figure will level off and decline as a percentage of
the Budget.
When honourable members see the graphs on this
they will be staggered to note the plateau they show
over the next 10 years and then its diminution,
compared with the huge hump of rising unfunded
liabilities - the legacy left to us by the incompetent
Labor government.
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In conclusion I say again that all sides of the trade

union movement were very quick to realise that the
government had inherited an impossible problem
and they were very quick to cooperate in trying to
bring about sustainable superannuation schemes.
That is quite unlike the attitude of the previous
government under which, by way of example,
one-third of the people who left the work force some 7000, the majority of whom took voluntary
departure packag~ - were not even registered with
the State superannuation scheme.

Opposition members interjecting.
Mr I. W. SMITH - What fantastic record keepers
you people were! Is it any wonder we have such a
mess? This is a major step in fixing it.

QUALITY PROVISION TASK FORCE
Mr SANDON (Carrum) - Will the Minister for
Education confirm that when he announces his
decision on the quality provision task force
recommendations he will abide by the commitment
he gave on the Ranald Macdonald program on
2 September that parents who wish to have their
children continue to attend smaller schools will not
have those schools closed against their wishes?
Mr HA YW ARD (Minister for Education) - The
quality provision task force process is an excellent
process that has involved community consultation.
That process is continuing. I am currently reviewing
the reports of the task forces and their
recommendations. I shall continue to consult with
communities on specific matters and will announce
the results of that process very soon.

TRADES HALL COUNCIL INDUSTRIAL
ACTION
Mr ROWE (Cranbourne) - Will the Premier
inform the House of the government's reaction to
tomorrow's day of industrial action by the Trades
Hall Council, the level of support it has had and the
impact it will have on economic activity and
employment opportunities in Victoria?
The SPEAKER - Order! The question is very
wide. I ask the Premier to make his answer as short
as possible.
Mr KENNETI (Premier) - As the Minister for
Finance and I have indicated today, there is a very
good relationship between the government and
what I would call those in the union movement who
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genuinely want to create something in a meaningful
way for not only this generation but future
generations.

these ANZ job figures, Victoria is now second to
Western Australia in the number of job
advertisements and new opportunities.

You can imagine, therefore, our disappointment
when the leader of the Trades Hall Council,
Mr Halfpenny, indicated that he would continue
with a week of rolling strikes and industrial action
against the necessary reforms we have put in place.
Despite the fact that some rallies have had to be
cancelled because of rain and some have been
attended by fewer than 10 people, there is still an
effort by some to disrupt the opportunities of this
community and to affect this community's
repu ta tion.

The tragedy is that on the other side of this House
there still exists a group of individuals who think the
future lies in marching with John Halfpenny rather
than marching with positive leadership and a vision
for the future. Mr Brumby said at the weekend - -

But even worse is the fact that the Leader of the
OppOSition yesterday came out supporting
industrial action and joining with Mr Halfpenny.

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr KENNETI - I say that more out of sorrow
than anger, because one would have thought - and
the honourable member for Sunshine would
understand how I feel - -

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr KENNETI - This is the third Leader of the
OppOSition in a year! This is the individual who was
going to lead his party to the future! His joining with
Mr Halfpenny means we now have a situation
where the opposition in this State is prepared to
condone industrial action against our children and
our sick; it paints the opposition into a real pocket of
relevance. That pocket of relevance is so small
because what the Leader of the Opposition wants to
do, if he lasts long enough, is to take the relationship
between that side of politics and the trade union
movement back to the relationship enjoyed under
the previous Premiers, Ms Kimer and Mr Cain. One
of the main ingredients in the destruction of this
State was the elected governments of Ms Kirner and
Mr Cain acquiescing to pressure from others. We
saw yesterday that the new Leader of the
Opposition is exactly the same as previous Leaders.
The government has appealed to the trade union
movement to think again about who will benefit
from its activities later this week. To date such
activities have had no impact and have not been
supported. It may be that on Wednesday, when a
number of teachers, some people from hospital areas
and the metal trades come out, they will disrupt
normal activities; but as I have indicated through

Mr Brumby interjected.
Mr KENNElT - I am sorry, are you a bit
sensitive? The temporary Leader of the Opposition
said at the weekend that there is still a perception
that the Premier is fixing up a mess that was left
behind. That is true. There is still that perception,
and the actions of the Leader of the Opposition
yesterday reinforce it. He reinforced the fact that if
people ever vote for Labor again in this State it will
be back to the past, back to the Kimer and Cain
days, and back to the days when the trade union
movement was able to pull the strings - it will be
the strings of the new puppet, the new Leader of the
Opposition.
The SPEAKER - Order! The expression the
Premier used is unparliamentary.
Mr Kennett - Which one?
The SPEAKER - Order! The word "puppet" is
unparliamentary and I ask him to withdraw.
Mr KENNETI - I will withdraw "puppet". I
refer to the marionette who now sits here and is at
the beck and call of the trade union movement. The
only thing the Labor Party can offer the people of
Victoria-Mr THOMSON (Pascoe Vale) - On a point of
order, Mr Speaker, the Premier was asked a question
about the government's reaction to industrial action
this week. He has said nothing about the
government. He has simply continued to speak
about the opposition. He has talked about relevance,
but his reply is not relevant to the question, and I
ask you, Sir, to ask him to make his answer relevant
to the question he was asked or to wind up.
The SPEAKER - Order! I understood the
question to ask about the effect of certain actions to
be taken by the trade union movement tomorrow. I
understand the Premier is providing that
information, and I do not uphold the point of order.
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Mr KENNETT (Premier) - Thank you,
Mc Speaker. It is quite clear that John Halfpenny still
has one supporter in this State and that they are
prepared to use their collective strengths of two
against the interests of the weak, the sick and the
children of this State. This government will continue
to govern while the opposition continues to
acquiesce and chooses to display weakness; its only
way forward is simply to go back.

AUDITOR-GENERAL
Mr BRUMBY (Leader of the Opposition) - Has
the Premier had any discussions or other
communication with the Speaker or with the
President of the Legislative Council regarding
meetings by the Speaker and the President with the
Auditor-General in relation to the Auditor-General's
independence?
Mr KENNEIT (Premier) - What a riveting
question! To the best of my knowledge and memory
I do not think I have met with you, Mc Speaker, or
with the President and I do not think we have had
conversations about the position of the
Auditor-General. The only thing that has happened
is that when the Auditor-General saw me and I saw
the Ombudsman, both of them indicated they would
like to see a new department set up here in
Parliament House so that they would be able to
report to Parliament directly.
I have taken that matter on board. I have actually
considered whether it can be done. To that end I
have had draft legislation prepared - if we think it
is a good idea - to examine its ramifications. From
memory, I think I sent it to the President and to you,
Mc Speaker. No decision has been made; it has not
been to Cabinet. I was simply taking on board the
discussions I had with the Auditor-General and the
Ombudsman.
Mr Brumby - So you've had some
communication?
The SPEAKER - Order! The Leader of the
Opposition has asked his question, and I ask him to
remain silent.
Mr KENNETT - Outside what I have just
explained, there has been none.
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FLOODS IN NORTH-EASTERN
VICTORIA
Mr KILGOUR (Shepparton) - Will the Minister
for Community Services inform the House of the
activities of the Department of Health and
Community Services to assist the people affected by
the devastating floods in northern Victoria?

Mr JOHN (Minister for Community Services) The Department of Health and Community Services
has general responsibility for coordinating the
recovery process following disasters and for
prOViding a range of specific services following the
initial work of police and emergency services.
The department is already working with Victoria
Police, the Army, the Victoria State Emergency
Service, the Red Cross, the Salvation Army, the
municipalities involved and many non-government
agencies to provide immediate and urgent help to
the flood-affected areas, to evacuees and to people
whose homes have been flooded.
I pay tribute to those who have worked hard to help
people in the flooded areas. The support includes
the provision of food, clothing and bedding at
evacuation centres. Damage assessment continues.
Because floodwaters have not receded the full extent
of losses is not yet clear. Currently more than 2000
houses have been flooded. However the full picture
will not be clear for some days.
Longer term assistance under existing arrangements
will be provided as losses are identified. Already the
department has made available emergency grants of
up to $700 a family to meet personal needs. I expect
there will be large demands for funds today and in
subsequent days. Temporary living expense grants
of up to $5600 a household are also available and
re-establishment grants of up to $5600 a household
for structural repairs and essential contents
replacement are also available. Both those categories
of grants are income tested.
The department is also making available community
development officers at local council offices to
provide coordination and support at the local level.
All available staff from the department's Hume
region are working around the clock on flood
assistance, and additional volunteer staff from the
northern and eastern suburbs and the Gippsland
regions have gone to support local staff.
Staff are located at evacuation centres at Benalla,
Wangaratta and other places and are en route to
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centres at Moyhu, Myrtleford, Euroa and Violet
Town. The town of Bright is still cut off. The
government is monitoring the situation closely and I
assure the House and the community that
everything reasonably possible will be done to help
those in need.
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public auction. It was purchased by an individual
through the normal public auction process. As a
result of having purchased the land from the
government that individual decided to subdivide
the land. In subdividing the land - An honourable member interjected.

BOROONDARA PARK PRIMARY
SCHOOL
Mr SERCOMBE (Niddrie) - I refer the Premier
to the subdivision of the Boroondara Park Primary
School site. Will he give an assurance that his family
company, KNF Advertising, will not benefit from
future subdivision and sale of former school sites?
Mr KENNEIT (Premier) - Although it does not
relate to government business, I will answer the
question. Honourable members are witnessing one
of the greatest examples of gutter politicS ever
displayed. Let me explain. Over the past week,
while we have been debating matters, the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition and his Leader have been
interjecting quietly about this particular transaction.
I shall tell the truth: the moment you tackle my wife,
you tackle more than me. I can assure you of that!
You are having a go at my wife.
Mr Sercombe interjected.

Mr KENNEIT - Have you put him up to this?
The individual who purchased the land at public
auction decided to subdivide and sell the land. The
purchaser then appointed a real estate agency to sell
the properties.
Mr Sercombe - Which one?
Mr KENNEIT - It happened to be Hetcher and
Parker. That company then employed my wife's
agency to sell the land and conduct the advertising.
At no time did my wife or her business - or my
business -ever act improperly, if that is what is
being suggested. If the honourable member for
Niddrie thinks that to be the case he should say so
on the steps of Parliament.
I can understand why the opposition is desperate. It
has been trying to flog this story around the media
for the past two weeks. It did not have the courage
to raise it in this place; it tried to feed it to the media
and it did not get a run.

Mr KENNEIT - All right. Let me explain.
Mr Sercombe interjected.
Mr Sercombe interjected.
The SPEAKER - Order! I advise the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition that he has asked his
question. He may not elaborate by way of
interjection and he may not threaten or wave his
finger at anybody. I ask the Premier to answer the
question.
Mr SERCOMBE (Niddrie) - On a point of order,
Mr Speaker, will you direct the Premier not to wave
his finger at me and to address his remarks through
you?

Mr KENNETI - As I said earlier, my wife, or
any spouse of any member, is entitled to earn a
living honourably and fairly. At no stage-Mr Sercombe interjected.
Mr KENNETI - The honourable member for
Niddrie said by interjection, '1s there no conflict of
interest?" That is not why he asked the question. His
question implied that my wife had done something
wrong.
Mr Sercombe interjected.

The SPEAKER - Order! There is no point of
order. The Speaker has to make certain judgments,
and this is one of them. I do not uphold the point of
order.
Mr KENNEIT (Premier) - The story is as
follows. As I understand it, the Department of
Education decided that because of the future
demands of the department, the school in question
was no longer needed. The land was put up for

The SPEAKER - Order! I indicate to the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition that when the Speaker is
on his feet it is usual under Standing Orders for
members to remain silent. If he cannot contain
himself he should leave the Chamber. The level of
interjection is far too high and I ask the House to
come to order. I ask the Premier to conclude his
answer.
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Mr KENNETI - I conclude by saying that the
question asked by the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition is dishonourable: it is certainly unfair
and it is a gutless attack on the right of an individual
to earn an income.

QUALITY PROVISION TASK FORCE
Mr PHILLIPS (Eltham) - Will the Minister for
Education inform the House of the progress of the
quality provision program in the Heidelberg area?
Mr HAYWARD (Minister for Education) - A
very fine thing happened today in Heidelberg:
communities decided to take the opportunity to
ensure that their schoolchildren have better
opportunities for the future so far as facilities and
curriculum is concerned. The Olympic Village and
Heidelberg Heights primary schools have decided to
merge. They have done so voluntarily because they
believe their students will be better served: the
merger will result in one stronger school with better
facilities. The government has agreed to spend some
$600 000 in this financial year on a new gymnasium
and physical education centre, a new music centre, a
new student canteen, improved facilities for teachers
and landscaping and exterior improvements for
schools.
That is a classic example of school communities
putting their students first and making the right
decisions for the future interests of their students.

AUDITOR-GENERAL
Mr BRUMBY (Leader of the Opposition) - On a
point of order, Mr Speaker, I raise with you the
matter of the Auditor-General and his relationship
with Parliament and the executive.

Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER - Order! The Leader of the
Opposition is entitled to raise a point of order with
the Chair. In many cases points of order are
complicated. Because I have to listen intently, I do
not want any background noise.
Mr BRUMBY - I raise the point of order because
it appears from answers given today during
question time and from statements recently made by
the Auditor-General before the Public Accounts and
Estimates Committee that the Auditor-General's
independence from the executive is being
undermined.
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I understand that the Auditor-General has sought
and has had a meeting with you, Mr Speaker, and
the President about his independence being
threatened by budget cutbacks and by proposals to
place him on a contract. My point of order follows
naturally from that because, under the Audit Act,
the Auditor-General is accountable only to
Parliament. The only representative voices he has
are yours, as the Speaker of this House, and, in the
other place, that of the President.
If the independence of the Auditor-General is being
threatened, it is incumbent on you to inform the
House that that is so. In response to those matters,
do you propose to report to the House regarding the
independence of the Auditor-General?

Mr KENNETI (Premier) - On the point of
order, Mr Speaker, I gather that the Leader of the
Opposition has gained his information from
submissions made or answers given by the
Auditor-General before a hearing of a joint
committee of the Parliament. At no stage did the
Auditor-General question his independence. If the
Leader of the Opposition reads the transcript as a
whole rather than taking it in bits - as did the
report in the newspapers - he will see that the
Auditor-General raised a number of issues, one of
which related to a reduction in his funding. Funding
reductions have been suffered by just about every
deparbnent and agency in the State, with the
exception of the Police Force, to enable the State to
try to get on top of the financial inheritance we
accepted from the previous government.
The independence of the Auditor-General is not
under any threat at all, nor is that of the
Ombudsman. As is the case with most of my
Ministers, neither the Auditor-General nor the
Ombudsman likes to have his budget reduced.
Unfortunately, that is a reality of life. To have
continued in the way we had would have put all
Victorians at risk. The Leader of the Opposition is
trying not only to misconstrue and misrepresent the
Auditor-General but also to interfere in the process.
This is not a genuine point of order by any
definition. From time to time the Auditor-General
will have discussions with the government -as he
must have with me, because ultimately I am the
Minister responsible for his budget, as is the case
with the Ombudsman.
Mr Sercombe interjected.
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Mr KENNETI - You obviously do not
understand that he happens to get his funding from
the Department of the Premier and Cabinet. I am his
lead Minister; his reporting function is to
Parliament. I can only assume that, once again, the
Leader of the Opposition does not understand the
processes involved, as he did not when, on the
weekend, he challenged me to call an election. If the
Leader of the Opposition wants to play with the big
boys, he has got to understand the rules!
The SPEAKER - Order! Rather than ruling
immediately on the point of order raised by the
Leader of the Opposition I will consider it and give
him and the House an answer at the earliest
opportunity.

PETITIONS
The Clerk - I have received the following
petitions for presentation to Parliament:
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The maternal and child health service is an extremely
valuable preventive health and family support service
accessible and affordable to all Victorian families.
The government proposal to limit funding to
10 standard visits, by appointment, is a backward step
which threatens to undermine the basis of this service.
Decisions about when to visit the maternal and child
health care sister should be made by the mother, based
on her needs or the needs of her baby, not by a
government-determined formula.
Your petitioners therefore pray that the House take all
necessary steps to ensure the Minister withdraws these
proposals.
And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

By Ms GarbuH (98 signatures)

Preschool funding
Myrniong Primary School
To the Honourable the Speaker and members of the
Legislative Assembly in Parliament assembled:
The humble petition of the undersigned citizens of the
State of Victoria showeth that:
the closure of the Myrniong Primary School would
reduce the quality of education provision for the
children of the district, water down parents' influence
over their children's education, remove a fundamental
centre of community activity and force children to
undertake unacceptably long and potentially
dangerous bus journeys to another school with long
waits after arrival and/or departure, without any
demonstrated benefits to the children or the
community.

To the Honourable the Speaker and members of the
Legislative Assembly in Parliament assembled:
The humble petition of the undersigned citizens of the
State of Victoria showeth that the savage funding cuts
to preschools will lead to enormous increases in fees
and fund raising which parents cannot afford. This will
create an elitist system with many children unable to
attend preschool and suffering educational
disadvantage.
Your petitioners therefore pray that the government
restore adequate funding to preschools and restore the
central payment scheme for salaries.
And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

By Ms GarbuH (20 signatures)
Your petitioners therefore pray that Myrniong Primary
School be maintained and supported.
And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

Neighbourhood houses
To the Honourable the Speaker and members of the
Legislative Assembly in Parliament assembled:

By Mr Traynor (182 signatures)

Maternal and child health services
To the Honourable the Speaker and members of the
Legislative Assembly in Parliament assembled:
The humble petition of the undersigned citizens of the
State of Victoria showeth that:

The humble petition of the undersigned citizens of the
State of Victoria showeth that:
(1) the Minister for Community Services promised on
24 May 1993 to "strengthen neighbourhood
houses" and to "ensure that the services offered
were available to the widest number of people";
and
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(2) that now many houses face savage funding cuts of
25 per cent, 50 per cent or even total defunding.
Your petitioners therefore pray that the House take all
necessary steps to ensure the Minister honours his
promise.
And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

By Ms Garbutt (40 signatures)

State education system
To the Honourable the Speaker and members of the
Legislative Assembly in Parliament assembled:
The humble petition of the undersigned citizens of the
State of Victoria pray that:
The Minister for Education:
(a) abandon the quality provision process which is
threatening the basis of our State education system;
(b) reject staffing proposals which reduce teacher

numbers to unacceptable levels;
(c) guarantee the future of all government schools
choosing to remain in their present form.
Your petitioners therefore pray that the House take all
necessary steps to ensure the Minister withdraws the
proposals which threaten the viability of State schools.
And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

having to cross a major road on a daily basis, such as
the Greensborough bypass, to attend primary school.
Your petitioners therefore pray that the House take all
necessary steps to ensure the Minister rejects these
recommendations.
And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

By Ms Garbutt (40 signatures)

Community rural schools
To the Honourable the Speaker and members of the
Legislative Assembly in Parliament assembled:
The humble petition of Denison Primary School
Council, Friends of Rural Education and undersigned
citizens of the state of Victoria object strongly to the
possible impending closures or mergers of rural
schools.
Your petitioners therefore pray that community rural
schools be allowed to continue to deliver a
comprehensive educational curriculum and programs.
We must therefore be fully supported by this
government to continue our work. This support would
involve full funding and staffing as is the case now.
And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

By Mr Ryan (633 signatures)

Club Keno

By Ms Garbutt (39 signatures)

Macleod Primary School
To the Honourable the Speaker and members of the
Legislative Assembly in Parliament assembled:
The humble petition of the undersigned citizens of the
State of Victoria showeth that:
The recommendation to close the Macleod Primary
School site and amalgamate on the Watsonia South
Primary School site is not a viable option for children
living in Macleod.
The quality provision task force established to consider
the future of Macleod Primary School was
inappropriate as Macleod has no community of interest
with the other schools in the task force.
The quality provision task force failed to take adequate
consideration of the danger to young children in

To the Honourable the Speaker and members of the
Legislative Assembly in Parliament assembled:
We the undersigned wish to object to the fact that Club
Keno is only available from hotels and licensed clubs,
instead of being available at our normal place for
buying Keno, that is, the lottery agent that is accessible
to all.
And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

By Mrs Elliott (101 signatures)
Laid on table.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMI'ITEE
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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
COMMIlTEE
Building and construction industry
Mr ASHLEY (Bayswater) presented report of
Economic Development Committee on inquiry
into Victorian building and construction industry
entitled Evidentiary Powers of Parliamentary
Committees, together with appendices.

821

Mr GUDE (Minister for Industry and
Employment) - By leave, I move:
That this House meets the Legislative Council for the
purpose of sitting and voting together to elect two
members of the Parliament to the Victorian Health
Promotion Foundation and proposes that the place and
time of such meeting be the Legislative Assembly
Chamber on Wednesday, 20 October 1993 at 6.15 p.m.
Motion agreed to.

Laid on table.
Ordered to be printed.

CRIME PREVENTION COMMIlTEE
Personal safety on public transport system
Mr KILGOUR (Shepparton) presented report of
Crime Prevention Committee on inquiry into
personal safety on public transport system entitled
Developing a Safer Taxi Industry, together with
appendices and minutes of evidence.

Ordered that message be sent to Council
acquainting them with resolution.

APPROPRIATION MESSAGES
Messages read recommending appropriations for:
Borrowing and Investment Powers
(Amendment) Bill
Adult, Community and Further Education
(Employment) Bill

BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE

Laid on table.

Program

Ordered that report and appendices be printed.

JOINT SIlTING OF PARLIAMENT

Mr GUDE (Minister for Industry and
Employment) - I move:

Victorian Health Promotion Foundation
That pursuant to Sessional Order No. 6(3) The SPEAKER - Order! I have received the
following communication from the Minister for
Health:

(a) the Order of the Day, Government Business, relating
to the Appropriation (1993-94, No. 1) Bill be
considered and completed as follows:

Dear Mr Delzoppo

(i)

the second-reading stage by 5 p.m. on
Wednesday, 6 October 1993; and

The Tobacco Act 1987 provides for three members of
Parliament to be members of the board of the Victorian
Health Promotion Foundation (VHPF).

(il) the remaining stages by 11 p.m. on Wednesday,
6 October 1993;

(b) the Orders of the Day, Government Business,

The three-year term of office of both the Honourable
Ronald Best, MLC and the Honourable George Graeme
Weideman, MP expires on 16 October 1993. The Act
allows for both members to be re-elected.

relating to the following Bills be considered and
completed by 4.30 p.m on Thursday, 7 October

In accordance with section 21(1)(f) of the Tobacco Act
1987 could you please arrange for a joint election of the

Land (Further Amendment) Bill

Legislative Assembly and the Legislative Council to be
held to elect two members to the board of the VHPF.
I have written in similar terms to the President of the
Legislative Council.

1993:

Appropriation (Parliament 1993-94, No. 1) Bill

Probate Duty (Amendment) Bill
Tattersall Consultations (Further Amendment) Bill.

Mr THOMSON (pascoe Vale) - I move an
amendment as follows:
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That this House also includes within this week's
program an allocation of time to debate General
Business, item No. 40, the member for Carrum's private
member's Bill concerning school closures.

The substance of the government's business
program this week would enable the Appropriation
Bill, the Appropriation (Parliament - Mr GUDE (Minister for Industry and
Employment) - On a point of order, Mr Speaker, I
seek your guidance: the matter raised by the
honourable member relates to general business and
the item is listed for business on the normal
Wednesday sitting of Parliament. The motion before
the House relates to government business. I suggest,
therefore, that the amendment proposed by the
honourable member is not in order and that you
should rule accordingly.
Mr SANDON (Carrum) - On the point of order,
Mr Speaker, the Minister for Education will soon
make a detennination with respect to a process he
has set in train. The private member's Bill I have
introduced and seek to debate relates specifically to
government business in that it responds to the
Minister's decision by ensuring that there is a
genuine process. It really does relate specifically to
government business.
The SPEAKER - Order! Recently introduced
Sessional Order 6(2) covers the point raised by the
Leader of the House. I uphold the point of order
pursuant to that subclause.
Mr THOMSON (Pascoe Vale) - I oppose the
motion moved by the Leader of the House. It is
important that this week Parliament sets aside time
to debate the private member's Bill of the
honourable member for Carrum concerning school
closures.
As provided in Sessional Orders, yesterday the
Leader of the House and I had a meeting concerning
the business program for this week. During that
meeting I indicated to the Leader of the House the
desire of the opposition that time should be set aside
during this week for debate of General Business,
item No. 40, which concerns school closures.
The opposition stands ready to cooperate with the
government in facilitating passage of Bills before the
House and the motion moved by the Leader of the
House would allow five separate Bills to be debated
and voted on this week.
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Within the framework of government business, the
opposition believes it is appropriate that time should
also be made available to debate the particular
matter in question or other matters the opposition
considers are of the highest priority. The opposition
is of the view that school closures represent a matter
that is currently of the highest priority in the
community and is much more important than
matters to do with land, probate duty or Tattersalls,
as set down in the government's business program.
Last year 55 schools were closed without
consultation and many students were lost to the
education system. This year the government has
adopted a different tactic: it has used divide and rule
tactics through the quality provision task forces and
has tried to set schools against each other. Nothing is
more important to the Victorian community at
present than the future of its schools; the effect on it
of the sort of uncertainty and chaos that is being
created by the task forces and the adverse impact
they are having on morale.
As a matter of urgent priority this House needs to
debate the private member's Bill put forward by the
honourable member for Carrum. In the absence of
agreement by the government to allow time this
week for that item to be debated the opposition has
no alternative but to vote against the motion.
Mr SAND ON (Carrum) - I am speaking against
the motion because this issue is more crucial to
honourable members than any other issue at this
time. All of us are aware of the quality provision
process that has divided school communities. Every
member of this Chamber has received hundreds and
thousands of letters about what is happening to our
schools and has seen a process established by the
Minister that has divided school communities. The
process has not been about consultation. School
communities have discovered what
recommendations were made only after the
recommendations were forwarded.
How can those school communities know and
understand the full implications of the
deliberations? How can we as Parliamentarians
represent our constituents, in this case our school
communities, without ensuring that those school
communities have been involved? The opposition is
trying to ensure that every school that objects to
being closed has open to it a genuine process. If
more than 50 per cent of the school community
objects to the closure or merger of a school, a review
should be called.
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The Minister is pleased to continually say that the
New South Wales system has it right. The
opposition is proposing an exact take from the New
South Wales Act.
Mr GUDE (Minister for Industry and
Employment) -On a point of order, Mr Speaker,
the matter before the Chair is the government
business program. The honourable member for
Carrum is now seeking to use the time of Parliament
to discuss another issue. I suggest that you, Sir,
bring him back to order.
The SPEAKER - Order! As all honourable
members will understand, the procedure the House
is currently following is new. I will not uphold the
point of order because I believe the honourable
member for Carrum is opposing the motion moved
by the Leader of the House and is giving his reasons
why.
Mr SAND ON (Carrum) - Another reason why
the private member's Bill must be debated this week
is the fact that the rules constantly change, and all
honourable members, particularly those
representing rural constituencies, will know how
much the rules change. One has only to look to last
week to see that: on Monday a fax was sent to small
schools saying that they had lost their clerical
assistants; on Tuesday a fax was sent saying that
they had them back again; and on Wednesday a fax
was sent saying that unless they annex they will not
get the assistants.
Staffing formulas have been dramatically altered, so
much so that rural schools may lose up to 50 per
cent of their staff. How can those communities
possibly identify whether a school should merge or
close with such a sham process? It is an abysmal
process. The opposition is trying to say to the
communities in this State that each of us should be
representing a democratic process. U more than 50
per cent of a school community objects to the closure
or merger of a school, the decision should be
reviewed on educational grounds. The opposition is
trying to include in the Education Act a provision
that each year, if you are going to close a school in
this State-The SPEAKER - Order! The honourable
member for Carrum is now exceeding the motion.
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facing this State. In terms of the future of this State
there is no more important issue. It would be
unfortunate if the Minister for Education makes his
decisions about which schools will close and which
will stay open before Parliament has the opportunity
to debate the issue.
As a local member and a former Minister for
Education, I have been through the process of school
closure many times. It is a difficult process, but it
can be a good process in terms of bringing benefits
to the school. The problem with the process the
present Minister for Education has introduced is that
it is not democratic. It is coming from the top down;
it is directed by budget and, therefore, there is no
guarantee that the criteria that will ultimately
determine the future of those schools will be the
twin issues of the best education for children and the
community's ownership of the future of their school.
Mr STEGGALL (Swan Hill) - On a point of
order, Mr Speaker, this is the first time that this type
of motion has been debated, and I suggest to you
that the private member's Bill is not the issue under
discussion: the matter being debated is whether that
Bill should be included in this week's business
program.
The SPEAKER - Order! I have already ruled on
this point, and there is no point of order.
Ms KIRNER (Williamstown) - The
decision-making process on this issue is at a crucial
stage, and the Minister needs help to decide wisely.
This Minister needs a lot of help; he needs assistance
from this debate to ensure that decisions he will
make that will determine the future of Victoria's
children and its schools are the best possible
decisions. If the House does not have the
opportunity to debate this issue today, the Minister
will not have the best possible information; nor will
the schools - which are the subject of the private
member's Bill - have the best possible opportunity
to determine their futures.
The schools have still not been assured by this
Minister that what he said on the Ranald Macdonald
show will stand - that is, if schools do not want to
close, they will not close. It is essential that the
Minister keeps faith with this public comment.
Mr Leigh interjected.

Ms KIRNER (Williamstown) - I speak against
the motion moved by the Leader of the House. The
private member's Bill that the opposition wishes to
address is one of the most important issues currently

Ms KIRNER - The Labor Party closed schools
by proper processes, and in agreement with the
schools. Schools were closed with their communities
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owning the solutions and with the government
providing additional resources. Under this Minister
there is no real community ownership of the
solutions. I can understand the honourable member
for Swan Hill being concerned about this issue
because if rural schools with less than 12 students
are closed without the benefit of debate in this
House, rural communities will be undermined and it
will be on his conscience.
Mr CLARK (Box Hill) - Honourable members
opposite have opposed the motion on the basis
that - in some way that I do not understand - it
should be superseded by a motion that would allow
item No. 40, General Business, Notices of Motion of
the honourable member for Carrum to be debated.
It would be an improper use of the powers granted
to the government under Sessional Orders to vary or
replace the motion or to otherwise use the motion to
achieve that end. By seeking to have item No. 40
take precedence over the 39 notices of motion listed,
the opposition is effectively seeking to jump the
queue.

I shall demonstrate how it is unfair. If, for example,
the government were to use its powers under
Sessional Orders to give effect to the opposition's
request, how would the opposition react if in several
weeks time the House arrived at item No. 10 of
General Business, which stands in the name of the
honourable member for Coburg, and the
government included in the motion - similar to the
one now before the Chair -a provision to have that
motion superseded by item No. 21 or some other
item of business for which notice had been given by
an honourable member on this side?
The arguments of the opposition are improper. No
doubt it is legitimate to talk about the potential for
reform of the way in which items of General
Business are brought before the House. However,
that has nothing to do with the motion moved by the
Leader of the House. The arguments suggesting that
the motion should not be supported carry no weight.
I urge the House to vote in favour of the motion.
Mr MILDENHALL (Footscray) - I oppose the
motion. So soon after its introduction, one of the
unspoken reasons behind the Sessional Order is
about to hit the fence - that is, the opposition
believed that, by dint of setting up a committee,
some formal communication between the opposition
and the government had been established to
accommodate priorities and to agree about the
nature of business in a particular Parliamentary
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week. One of the assumptions was that there would
be some level of accommodation or cooperation. It is
unfortunate that that understanding has so quickly
hit the wall!
It is vital that the private member's Bill be included
in this week's program. As the honourable member
for Footscray, the issue is important to me. In my
electorate six schools with about 800 students - and
many thousands of family members - will be
affected by the imminent school closures. If a poll of
residents were taken in that area, there would be no
other issue - certainly when compared with the
program proposed - they would rather have
debated in this House.

The private member's Bill must be debated because
of the expectations that have been raised. Many
announcements, timetables and schedule changes
have been offered by the government. The
community has had to adjust its expectations in
accordance with the announcements that were to be
made this week and the decisions expected in the
next few weeks.
Recently I attended an address by the former
President of the Shire of Avoca, a former executive
member of the Victorian Farmers Federation. He
echoed many sentiments when he said that in all his
decades of consultation and discussions with
governments, never had so many expectations been
violated. He said this issue has been the biggest
stuff-up in which he had been involved.
Another reason why the private member's Bill
should be debated is that this most important
milestone in the government's process and progress
has not been the subject of any legislation; nor has it
been the subject of formal debate in this Chamber.
With the announcements of last November and the
imminent announcements, Victoria is facing the
prospect of a large number - perhaps 200 to
250 - of its schools closing. The process by which
that is done and the means by which the
government goes about making such decisions
should be of the highest priority for formal public
discussion.
If there is to be any fairness of priority or recognition

of public concern about issues faCing the
community, the private member's Bill should
feature at the top of any debating list.
Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer) - I refer to several
arguments made in opposition to the motion. Once
again, it demonstrates the petulance that has marked
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the opposition since the new Leader of the
Opposition took over.
In view of the truncated nature of the debate I did

not raise a point of order earlier but, based on any
reasonable reading of the Standing Orders, the
conbibution of the honourable member for
Footscray was out of order. He did not debate the
motion before the Chair; he debated the amendment
that you, Mr Speaker, ruled out of order.
Mr LONEY (Geelong North) - On a point of
order, Mr Speaker, the Treasurer is now debating a
ruling previously given by you. Twice you have
ruled on the issue the Treasurer now raises. I ask
you to rule him out of order.
The SPEAKER - Order! As I understand it, the
Treasurer is not raising a point of order. He is
addressing the House, which he has every right to
do.
Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer) - The opposition
does not understand what debate is all about. I am
responding to the opposition speaker who preceded
me. If he had been ruled out of order I could not
respond to his remarks. That highlights the
absurdity of the opposition's adopted position.
The House has already resolved this motion. Its
purpose is to put in train the government's program
for the week. It does not cut across the rights of
members of the opposition, which no doubt they
will exercise when they have the opportunity to do
so, and as they have done virtually every week since
the government came to office.
, Much of the opposition's debate has centred on item
No. 40 of the Notice Paper. It suggested that that
Notice of Motion be brought to the top of the list,
bypassing Notices of Motion that have been listed
for a year.
Mr Brumby -It is irrelevant.
Mr STOCKDALE - The Leader of the
Opposition repeatedly yaps! The opposition,is a
recent convert to this point of view. When it was in
government it closed 151 schools. I am very aware of
its actions because two schools in my electorate were
closed. The Labor government sought to justify
those closures on precisely the grounds used by the
current Minister for Education - namely, the
criteria justifying his review of the quality provision
process.
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The opposition is demonstrating its lack of vision, its
ingenuous nature and, indeed, its hypocrisy. It
demonstrates its lack of vision and interest in the
important items of business listed on this week's
Notice Paper.
Apart from anything else, and despite its sbident
criticism of the Budget, the opposition has no real
interest in allowing time for more honourable
members to conbibute to the second-reading debate
on the Budget.
The motion moved by the Leader of the House will
not only secure government business for a large
number of important Bills but will also allow for the
Budget debate to continue. It will provide every
member of the opposition with the opportunity of
conbibuting to the Budget debate.
Again the opposition is demonstrating the hypocrisy
that has brought it into disrepute with the Victorian
electorate, as has the petulant behaviour the
government and the people of Victoria saw
demonstrated during the Leader of the Opposition's
first week as a member of this House. The
opposition is refusing to join in debating the real
matters before Parliament and in conbibuting to the
Budget through to its conclusion. Perhaps no-one on
the opposition benches has anything constructive to
conbibute!
, The motion will ensure the orderly processing of the
business of the House and should be supported.
Among other things it would preclude the abuse of
the Parliamentary process which occurred in the
spring sessional period where the opposition spent
hour after hour on fruitless divisions because it had
nothing to conbibute on the substantial issues - Mr Micallef interjected.
The SPEAKER - Order! The honourable
member for Springvale has used the word
"disgrace" on three consecutive occasions without
uttering any words in between. Should he use it a
fourth time, I will deal with him.
The honourable member's time has expired.
Mr HAERMEYER (Yan Yean) -It is interesting
that the House has finally heard from the real
Minister for Education in this government. It
appears that the Treasurer is now making all the
official statements on education policy on behaU of
the government and he is the one carrying all
the--
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Mr Baker interjected.
The SPEAKER - Order! The honourable
member for Sunshine used an unparliamentary
expression and I ask him to withdraw.
Mr BAKER (Sunshine) - What are you referring
to, Mr Speaker?
The SPEAKER - The honourable member has
only to get to his feet and say '1 withdraw".
Mr BAKER - But what are you referring to? I
am entitled to know what I was supposed to have
said to which you took objection and on whose
behalf.
The SPEAKER -It is strange that the
honourable member for Sunshine has such a short
memory. Did he use the words "old Wimpy"?
Mr BAKER - To whom?
The SPEAKER - I do not know. Even if it were
used generally to the House it is unparliamentary.
Will the honourable member withdraw?
Mr BAKER - I withdraw.
Mr HAERMEYER (Yan Yean) -It is perhaps
significant that the Treasurer is now making all
official pronouncements and carrying the education
debate for the government because it indicates
where the government's priorities lie. The
government is really concerned with cost-cutting
rather than education and quality provision which it
likes to talk about. The bottom line for the
government with education is cost-cutting.
I support the inclusion of the private member's Bill

to be introduced by the honourable member for
Carrum in this week's business because the
government has had absolutely no consultation with
schools at all.
Although the government frequently talks about
and promises consultation it has not delivered. The
honourable member's Bill will provide for
consultation and will give the government a vehicle
to avoid mistakes further down the track and avoid
decisions it may regret. I suggest it should be
brought further forward on the agenda of the House.
Although a number of speakers have said the
motion is listed at No. 40 on the Notice Paper, it is
important to refer to some of those motions ahead of
it. I suggest that many of them represent a lot of

seU-congratulatory rubbish that were listed 12
months ago. The first two notices of motion say
''That this House commends the newly elected
government" and ''That this House congratulates the
government on the reforms to public transport".
Victoria is now confronted with a major closure of a
large number of schools in this State. Notice of
motion No. 40 has a high degree of urgency now
because we must put some mechanism into place
that will guarantee the type of consultation that the
government only talks about.
In my electorate six schools are threatened with
closure: Christmas Hills, Yan Yean, Doreen,
Mickleham, Plenty and Wollert. Two schools on the
fringes of my electorate are also threatened with
closure. I would not want to see those schools closed
in an act of pique. Once they are closed, they will
never be reopened. That is why the notice of motion
should be brought forward. One can say "Okay, let's
move it 12 months down the track".
The SPEAKER - Order! The honourable
members's time has expired. The time allotted for
debate on the question has expired.
House divided on motion:

Ayes,58
Ashley,Mr
Bildstien, Mr
Brown,Mr
Clark, Mr
Coleman,Mr
Cooper,Mr
Oavis,Mr
Dean, Or
Doyle,Mr
Elder,Mr
Elliott, Mrs
Finn, Mr (Teller)
Gude,Mr
Hayward,Mr
Heffeman, Mr
Henderson, Mrs
Honeywood, Mr
Hyams,Mr
Jenkins, Mr
John,Mr
Kennett,Mr
Kilgour,Mr
Leigh,Mr
Lupton,Mr
McArthur, Mr
McGill,Mrs

Maclellan, Mr
Maughan,Mr
Napthine, Or
Paterson, Mr
Perrin, Mr
Perton, Mr
Pescott, Mr
Peulich, Mrs (Teller)
Phillips,Mr
Plowman, Mr A.F.
Plowman, Mr S.J.
Reynolds, Mr
Richardson, Mr
Rowe,Mr
Ryan,Mr
Smith, Mr E.R.
Smith, Mr lW.
Spry, Mr
Steggall, Mr
Stockdale, Mr
Tanner,Mr
Tehan,Mrs
Thompson, Mr
Traynor,Mr
Treasure, Mr
Tumer,Mr

CASINO CONTROL (FURTHER AMENDMENT) BILL
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McGra th, Mr J.F.
McGrath, Mr W.O.
McLelLan, Mr

Wade,Mrs
Weideman, Mr
Wells, Mr

Noes, 26
Andrianopoulos, Mr
Baker, Mr
Batchelor, Mr
Brumby,Mr
CoghiLl, Dr
Cole,Mr
Cunningnam, Mr
Dollis, Mr
Garbutt, Ms
Haermeyer, Mr (Teller)
Hamilton. Mr
Kimer, Ms
Leighton, Mr

Loney, Mr
Marple,Ms
Micallef, Mr
Mildenhall, Mr (Teller)
Pandazopoulos, Mr
Sand on, Mr
Seitz, Mr
Sercombe, Mr
sheehan, Mr
Thomson,Mr
Thwaites, Mr
Vaughan, Or
Wilson,Mrs

Motion agreed to.

CASINO CONTROL (FURTHER
AMENDMENT) BILL
Introduction and first reading
Mrs WADE (Attorney-General) introduced a Bill to
amend the Casino Control Act 1991 and the
Gaming Machine Control Act 1991 and for other
purposes.
Read first time.

CASINO (MANAGEMENT
AGREEMENT) BILL
Introduction and first reading
Mrs WADE (Attorney-General) introduced a Bill to
ratify the management agreement for the
Melbourne Casino, to amend the Casino Control
Act 1991 and the Gaming Machine Control Act
1991 and for other purposes.
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when he was referring to some aspects of its
program and described the government as a Marxist
government - not, I quickly add, in the traditions of
Kad Marx but in the traditions of Groucho Marx. I
disagree slightly: Groucho Marx was funny. This
government is not funny, it is absurd. There is
perhaps some limited association with Kad Marx in
the sense that this government is ideologically
driven; it is not dealing with real problems and the
realities of the Victorian community. It is a
government that is increasingly showing
disturbingly authoritative tendencies; history may
expose that similarity between this government and
the Marxist government of Eastern Europe.
As I said, this government is Marxist not in the
funny sense but in the absurd. The government is
massively increasing debt, yet its public profile
when it came to office was to get debt under control.
The massive increase in debt has occurred not in
capital works nor in job creation, but as the result of
sackings and redundancies of public servants.
At a time when this State needs confidence, this is a
Budget of no hope for jobs, capital works, and
economic growth. This is a government and a
Budget of the absurd. The Budget pretends to
present a huge deficit, but, as demonstrated by my
colleague the honourable member for Sunshine in
his contribution to the Budget debate, the reality is
that were the government to apply the content and
form of its April economic statement, the Budget
would show a current account surplus.
The Budget follows hot on the heels of what should
have been another important exercise on the agenda
for the community at this time -the industry
statement. However, the absurdity is that the
Minister for Industry and Employment has
acknowledged to the House that there is nothing
new in the industry statement. Frank Galbally may
have done Victorians a considerable service in his
perception that this government is a Marxist
government.

Read first time.

APPROPRIATION (1993-94, No. 1) BILL
Second reading
Debate resumed from 29 September; motion of
Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer).
Mr SERCOMBE (Niddrie) - That well-known
Melbourne gentleman of the bar, Frank Galbally,
gave an insight into this government the other day

Victoria is at an important stage in its economic
development in the Australian community where
historically it has had considerable strength. Victoria
is the manufacturing heartland of the nation; that
position needs to be enhanced and protected.
Victoria is the intellectual and cultural capital of
Australia; that historic pOSition must be protected.
Victoria is the site of internationally renowned
scientific institution; that status in the Australian
community needs to be protected.
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Victoria is the home of many great national
attributes; it is the centre for the arts and for
important features of the lifestyle of Australians
such as the racing industry. Many problems exist
and many challenges need to be confronted by the
Victorian community.
At the moment the Australian community perceives
a shift in national focus northwards - certainly to
Sydney - particularly in long-term population
trends. Sydney is certainly the financial point of the
nation, while international travel focuses on Cairns
as well as Sydney. The year 2000 OlympiCS, which
the opposition welcomes for Australia because it
will create spin-offs for Victoria, will further focus
attention on Sydney. I am not suggesting any return
to parochial State rivalry on the part of the Victorian
Parliament or the Victorian community, but unless
the Victorian government constructively uses
Victoria's considerable strengths to meet the
challenges of the next few years and addresses the
problems in the community, the relative position of
Victoria will decline rapidly.
More than anything else Victoria needs a huge boost
of confidence so that it can continue to assert its
predominance as the manufacturing, research and
scientific heartland of Australia. It needs to be
confident that the State government will not play
down Victoria's economy and continue to talk down
Victoria's economic problems but will be a
constructive partner in creating the preconditions for
employment growth and confidence.
The government must stimulate employment
growth - despite the Premier's assertion in
question time today about the ANZ job indicators because the people will not tolerate Victoria's
position as the State with the highest unemployment
in mainland Australia. During question time last
week the Premier failed to rule out that
unemployment would grow well beyond its present
and unacceptable level of 13 per cent. The
government should sustain a real capital works
structure program as a basis for improved growth
and job performance and not plunge Victoria into
further debt, as has occurred with the voluntary
departure packages.
Many of those packages are paid to older workers
who in many instances are stimulating the
economies of New South Wales and Queensland by
moving there. Some 100 Victorians a day are voting
with their feet and leaving the State. They are
reflecting the government's lack of confidence in
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Victoria and the way the government is approaching
its tasks.
It would be magnificent if Victoria had a

government that was prepared to build on the
strengths of the State and pick up the challenge of
addressing the State's problems. However, the
government has increased debts and cut jobs and
capital works, and it presides over unemployment
levels that are unacceptably high.
Recently, this Chamber witnessed the embarraSSing
spectacle of the Minister for Industry and
Employment acknowledging that his razzamatazz
industry statement contained nothing new. He
missed an extraordinary opportunity to put
Victoria's manufacturing at the forefront of
economic growth. The McKinsey report, prepared
by the Australian Chamber of Manufactures,
illustrated the rich future that was available
particularly for medium to small enterprises dealing
with manufactured products. What has the
government done to sustain that exciting prospect?
It has changed the name of the Strategic Research
Foundation to the Strategic Industry Research
Foundation and crows about that as if it were some
major change in industry policy. At the same time it
has allocated to the foundation fewer funds than to
the predecessor organisation to carry out the vital
works needed in the dynamic Victorian
manufacturing industry.
The initial funding for the National Industry
Extension Service, a cooperative program with the
Federal government, still leaves Victoria's
contribution below that of the Commonwealth and
compares unfavourably with other States. The
Minister's industry statement has a major gap and
fails to provide Significant initiatives for smaller
firms - those firms that the McKinsey report ably
demonstrated as the generators of economic growth
and activity in Victoria. The inadequate and
regurgitated programs in the industry statement
favour larger firms at the expense of smaller firms,
which is disappointing given the recognition by the
McKinsey report of smaller firms.
In the past few years the Victorian manufacturing
sector has shown signs of improvement and that it
can adapt wonderfully to change by becoming more
outwardly competitive. However, the government
has done nothing to further simulate those
opportunities. That has all occurred while in the past
10 years manufactured exports have increased from
50 per cent of Victoria's total exports to 80 per cent.
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International experience has shown that the
transfonnation of internationally competitive
industries is associated with active government
industry policy. One need only look to the
performance of the Asia Pacific region and the
specific economies of Japan and Germany to see
what governments in partnership with the business
community can achieve by active industry policy.
What will the government do to support businesses
like Amecon Trading Pty Ltd and Glaxo Australia
Pty Ltd, food processing operators and other
businesses which are so important to Victoria's
economic future? All the Premier seems interested in
is getting his photograph taken and getting a bit of
kudos from the achievement of others. Recently the
Premier was seen at a small business award
presentation to Data Electronics (Australia) Pty Ltd,
a company financed by the former Victorian
Economic Development Corporation.
Victoria's economic position could have been
significantly enhanced by the government's
promised investment in projects - projects such as
the Western and Southern bypasses - to vitally
stimulate industry in this State and to improve
access to sea ports and airports. Those projects are
vital in promoting the competitiveness of the
business community, but the government has failed
to deliver capital works and infrastructure in those
areas.
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impact of the Budget. However in the Herald Sun the
Police Association of Victoria described the Budget
allocation as a "sleight of hand". The article reported
that the police will receive an increased budget of
$27 million, but much of that increase will be taken
up by moving items, such as lease-back
arrangements, into the recurrent Budget.
Additionally it is claimed that the government did
not fund an incremental pay rise for the Police Force
this year. 1bis dishonesty characterises much of the
Budget.

1bis contrasts with the way police resources were
handled by the former Labor government. The
Herald Sun headed its story on the 1990-91 Labor
Budget ''Police budget boost". The story states that
police would be the winners with a slight increase in
funding while other departments face severe cuts.
This government often chooses to beat the law and
order drum, but its rhetoric does not shape up with
the resources it has allocated to the police budget.
The public of Victoria is increasingly sick of the
confidence tricks the government plays with
community safety. During the last election
campaign the Minister for Police and Emergency
Services promised 1000 extra police, but this was a
sham.
Mr Baker - How many?

As I said, this Marxist Budget is politically driven. It
contains a politically driven deficit and does not
provide the confidence that the community needs.
The shadow Treasurer ably demonstrated the
politically fraudulent aspects of the Budget - the
way it has been prepared and how it compares to
the April estimates - so I do not intend to repeat his
comments. The Budget does not invest in Victoria's
human capital; it attacks the very structure of the
State education system which is so vital to Victoria's
human strength and to its competitive position.
I now turn to areas of the Budget that relate to my
shadow responsibilities. An article in the Herald Sun,
that august journal, of 27 September entitled
"Budget hitch may hit police" states:
Senior police sources said detailed analysis of the
Budget showed it would be "virtually impossible" to
put 300 extra officers on the street without slashing
services across the board.

That is another broken promise by this government.
As recently as question time today the Premier
talked about the police being exempted from the

Mr SERCOMBE - We will get to that later, but it
is clearly not the 300 promised in the Budget.
Shortages of police are very real in many areas. For
example, a Sunbury police community consultative
meeting on 12 August, in the electorate of the very
temporary honourable member for Tullamarine, was
told by a Sergeant Attard that Sunbury at present
had a staff shortage of eight members, and that as a
result the public will be encouraged to attend at the
police station to report minor offences rather than
tying up a police car to take the report. He went on
to say that staff shortages will also mean that on
some days there will be only one vehicle on the road.
The safety of people travelling on public transport is
a real concern. Although the authorised strength of
the Transit Patrol district is 233, the actual strength
is only 175. That is unacceptable, but is regrettably
not atypical of the inadequate resourcing of police.
The government's broken promises in areas such as
the slashing of school and kindergarten funding is
bad enough; those who know the present
government would not have expected it to keep
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those promises anyway. However, the government,
with considerable chest beating and song and dance,
promised additional resources for police; yet the
sleight of hand continues. The Victoria Police and
the Police Association of Victoria both believe that
the resources have not materialised because in many
parts of Victoria police still operate in inadequate
premises and with insufficient motor vehicles. The
honourable member for Glen Waverley is keen for
police to ride pushbikes more often: perhaps that is
the solution. Perhaps police should ride down the
Tullamarine Freeway on pushbikes!
The inadequate resourcing of forensic services is
outrageous because that service is fundamental in
solving major crime. As well, the extremely
dangerous inadequacies in the police
communications system will continue. I have
commented publicly on those issues on several
occasions and in these areas the government is a
sham.
The Budget allocation for the Department of Justice,
particularly for corrections, has been slashed at a
time when the government expects the number of
prisoners to increase. That will have a corresponding
effect on community safety and will result in the
downgrading of vital programs for the rehabilitation
of prisoners.
Last Thursday the Minister for Corrections tabled a
report on the inquiry into the Victorian prison
system by Dr Lynn. Although the opposition will be
critical of a number of aspects of the report, it
contains some important recommendations.
Dr Lynn examined the treatment of a group of sex
offenders within the prison system. I have told the
House on a number of occasions that rehabilitation
is extremely important. Dr Lynn picked up this
aspect in his report, and his statistics show that a
sexual offender released from prison without
treatment has an 80 per cent likelihood of
reoffending within a short period, whereas the
reoffending rate for those who have been through a
rigorous rehabilitation program such as that offered
at the Metropolitan Reception Prison is about 20 per
cent.
Dr Lynn recommends that financial and resource
allocation to the appropriate unit is an investment
that is most worthwhile. The inadequacy of the
government's claim that it is meeting the needs of
community safety is highlighted by Dr Lynn when
he points out, against the background of the
remarkable statistics to which I have just referred,
that of 180 sex offenders in Victoria's prisons, only
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20 are participating in the appropriate rehabilitation
programs. That is alarming from a community
safety viewpoint. It is sad that the government is
slashing the budgets of rehabilitation programs,
particularly when it is those programs that will
improve community safety by ensuring that
reoffending is minimised and the psychological and
other issues underpinning the high rates of
recidivism are being treated.
Dr Lynn also deals with a number of other matters
relating to the effective and efficient operation of the
prison system. He refers to the failure of auditing
procedures, and finds that the Melbourne Remand
Centre, which opened in 1989, has never been
audited and is being audited now only because of
indications of malpractice and, perhaps, criminal
activity that have come to the notice of the Office of
Corrections.
Dr Lynn also notes that the failure to audit
corrective institutions regularly will produce
complacent administration, sloppy practice, neglect
of procedures and a disregard of procedures, with
malpractice or corrupt practice emerging. He
presents a number of cases, including some recent
ones, to support these observations.
I will be blunt when criticisms of auditing
procedures of corrective institutions have to be
made, and if it is demonstrated that the former
Labor administration did not adequately address
those functions. However, Dr Lynn's report deals
with the failures of the coalition government during
the past 12 months. Those important issues need to
be addressed.
Dr Lynn makes considerable reference in his report
to overcrowding in police cells, which has continued
to be an issue; it has been a growing problem in our
community under this government. He concludes in
his report - and these words are most important in
the overall context - that despite the failings he has
discovered the coalition government has inherited a
prison system that:
compares most favourably with all other Australian
States in terms of the probity of its penal system and

in his words this is a tribute to the basic integrity of the Office of
Corrections and its staff.

Implicit in much of Dr Lynn's report is a view that
Victoria might not be fortunate enough to maintain
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these comparatively high standards into the future.
Dr Lynn makes it abundantly clear that cutbacks in
staffing create huge problems in the performance of
the system and also affect morale. The report states
that the present government has reduced staffing as
never before and slashed overtime and sick leave. In
addition to this prison governors are expected to
maintain high morale.
Dr Lynn is clearly saying that the government
inherited a prison system which, despite a number
of Significant warts, compares favourably with
others. Dr Lynn also suggests that, given the severity
of the cuts and demands currently being placed on
the system by the government's Budget, the
system's strengths can by no means be assured of
continuing. In the context of the Budget debate I feel
required to refer to a number of other matters in the
report that cause the opposition some concern.
The opposition is concerned that the seriousness of
the matters being dealt with in the report was not
appropriately dealt with through the inquiry, which
was essentially an in-house inquiry. The perception
could well have been drawn that the independence
of the inquiry has not been sufficient. Tha t
perception - and I am only referring to a
perception; I am not making any allegations - of
lack of independence has been illustrated by
Dr L ynn' s prologue to the report.
Among other things, Dr Lynn expresses
appreciation of the efforts of Mr Rod Wise, the
inquiry's executive officer. This same Mr Wise is
presumably the gentleman listed a few pages later as
the supervisor of classifications within the prison
system. There at least appears to be some pOSSibility
of a lack of independence. Criticisms of classification
operations within prisons are subject to a number of
quite strong comments in the report, and a number
of individuals are criticised in the section dealing
with classifications, particularly Father Peter
Norden, the former Catholic chaplain at Pentridge
Prison, yet the executive officer for the inquiry is the
gentleman who was the supervisor of classifications.
I repeat: I am not necessarily suggesting anything
other than that there could well be a reasonable
perception that the inquiry was not sufficiently
independent in the way it dealt with matters,
particularly matters of such sensitivity.
It has been made abundantly clear by the staff
association representing most prison officers that it
believes only a proper judicial inquiry will get to the
bottom of a number of problems in the prison
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system. It is common knowledge around the traps
that a number of prison officers simply were not
prepared to comment to the inquiry because they
did not believe they had sufficient protection, legal
or otherwise, to be able to do so. It is common
knowledge that a number of people continue to
make allegations. It seems incumbent on the
Minister to make sure that a properly resourced
judicial inquiry following the work of Dr Lynn takes
place.
Dr Lynn names some 202 prison officers who it is
alleged have some form of criminal conviction or
association. Someone with the authority, status and
independence of a judge is needed to deal with those
matters in a way which is seen to be fair as well as
being fair in reality. The Lynn report makes a
number of strong statements on criminal activity in
prisons. I will quote a short piece:
One particular view impressed the inquiry, and it was
the real possibility of blackmail of a prison officer who
might have a criminal record unknown to the Office of
Corrections. A prisoner with this information has a
powerful weapon to corrupt the prison officer -

The report does not get to the bottom of such strong
statements. It is fundamentally important for the
confidence of the community in the prison system
that the Minister and the government promptly
appoint a judge to continue the work that the Lynn
. inquiry commenced.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr J. F. McGrath) Order! The honourable member's time has expired. I
advise the House that by prior arrangement between
the government and the opposition there will be two
calls from the opposition side and one from the
government side.
Mrs WILSON (Dandenong North) - This is the
Budget that the Treasurer somewhat facetiously
described as the one that would bring home the
bacon, but the Budget does not by any stretch of the
imagination bring home the bacon; in fact, it hardly
brings home the rind of the bacon. It is difficult to
understand why the Treasurer takes such absolute
pride in the Budget when employment and growth
forecasts are below the national average and when it
predicts a contraction in public investment
spending, not only for this year but also for next
year.
In any language the Budget is a cynical, dishonest
political stunt because there is little doubt of the
factor underlying the way in which the Budget has
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been prepared: it is the government's desire to make
the current account deficit appear worse than it
actually is. Honourable members know that this has
been achieved by using the special superannuation
payment of $1.4 billion. This also gives the
government some basis to excuse the large cutbacks
which it has made in almost every area of
government administration: education, housing and
health.
At the same time the government continues to blame
the previous government for its own harsh and
insensitive decisions. Perhaps the cynics among us
could be forgiven for thinking that the Budget will
allow for a large increase in government spending
just prior to the next election. My prediction is that
large amounts of money will be thrown at almost
everything at that time.
On the surface the government's move to make a
special superannuation payment of $1.4 billion
appears to have been accepted by the financial
institutions, but it should be noted that the current
account deficit for this financial year is projected to
be $1.5 billion, of which the superannuation
payment is almost the full amount. So without the
special superannuation payment the Budget could
almost have been in surplus or could have broken
even.
The Budget signals no recovery for Victoria,
particularly if unemployment and growth forecasts
are considered. If it is understood that Victoria was
the first State economy to head into recession, a
simple application of the theory of the business cycle
suggests that it should be the first economy to come
out of recession. I am told that the principle
generally is first in, first out, but the government's
decisions in the Budget are definitely hindering
Victoria's recovery and ability to come out of
recession.
The Budget figures indicate that Victoria's gross
domestic product percentage growth for the next
four years will be lower than that for the rest of the
country, and unemployment will be 1 percentage
point higher than that for the rest of Australia.
It is surprising that the government has predicted

higher unemployment for Victoria than for the rest
of Ute States, and it is also surprising that the Budget
Papers contain no strategy to counteract it. The
Budget Papers appear to have completely ignored
many of Victoria's strengths such as medical
technology and associated manufacturing, education
programs, electricity production and primary
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production. It has forgotten our great winemakers
and restaurants and our efficient food processing
industry, and has ignored our festivals, theatres and
sporting events. It has failed to capitalise on the
State's potential, and is totally lacking in a strategy
for the future.
In keeping with its pessimistic employment and
growth forecasts, the government has decided to
make further cuts to schools, hospitals,
kindergartens, housing and many other areas. In fact
the decline in public investment expected by the
government next year and in the following years
suggests there may be further cutbacks to
government spending that are still to be announced.

The government plans to spend $1.3 billion on
retrenchment packages in 1993-94. This is almost as
much as the $1.4 billion that it has earmarked for
investment. It is ironic that a government would
plan to spend as much money to put people out of
work as it intends to invest in the future of this once
great State. Some increases in investment contained
in the Budget are specific purpose grants from the
Federal government which are part of the One
Nation package. I do not pretend to be an economist
or to understand the economic implications of the
Budget, but it seems to me that the Budget lacks a
commitment to the future of Victoria, and this is
clearly demonstrated by the low figures for the
projected growth in the economy in the years to the
next State election. However, it could have been
different!
The $1.4 billion that the government is borrowing to
pay for retrenchments could be invested in
infrastructure programs for roads, sewerage, schools
and hospitals. It could provide a short-term boost to
activity and improve the efficiency of the economy
so that the recovery gathers momentum. The Budget
does not bring home the bacon. It is a complete
disappOintment to thousands of Victorians who
voted for the coalition at the State election and who
expected better things.
It has been interesting to listen to some of the

speeches by members opposite as they try to
convince themselves and their constituents that the
Budget is good for Victoria. I have read the Budget
carefully again and again but I find it contains
nothing that holds out hope to the thousands of
unemployed people in Victoria. Nothing in the
Budget indicates that the pain and deprivation these
people have suffered during the past 12 months has
been worthwhile. The unemployed may well ask the
Treasurer, 'What has happened to the millions
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agreed to by absolute majority, 1248. Council
amendments dealt with, 2316.

Nurses Bill-Introduction and first reading, 1148;
second reading, 1256, 1830; second reading agreed
to by absolute majority, 1873; Committee, 1873,
2021; third reading agreed to by absolute majority,
2025.

Stamps (Further Amendment) Bill - Introduction
and first reading, 1148; second reading, 1208, 1659;
appropriation, 1589; Committee, 1661; remaining
stages, 1662.

Occupational Health and Safety (Miscellaneous
Amendments) Bill- Introduction and first
reading, 472; second reading, 524, 755, 776;
remaining stages, 790. Clerical error dealt with, 1281.

State Owned Enterprises (Amendment) Bill Introduction and first reading, 901; second reading,
992,1362; appropriation, 1064; Committee, 1384;
remaining stages, 1386.

Petroleum (Submerged Lands) (Amendment) Bill Introduction and first reading, 333; second reading,
507,752; remaining stages, 753.

State Taxation (Further Amendment) Bill Introduction and first reading, 1148; second reading,
1254, 1595; second reading agreed to by absolute
majority, 1618; Committee, 1618; third reading
agreed to by absolute majority, 1621.

Pharmacists (Amendment) Bill-Introduction and
first reading, 900; second reading, 990, 1283;
remaining stages, 1284.
Physiotherapists (Amendment) Bill- Introduction
and first reading, 394; second reading, 506, 1248;
remaining stages, 1248.
Planning and Environment (Amendment) Bill Introduction and first reading, 1558; second reading,
1694,2294; appropriation, 1746; second reading
agreed to by absolute majority, 2304; Committee,
2304; third reading agreed to by absolute majority,
2305.
Police Regulation (Discipline) (Amendment) BillIntroduction and first reading, 1979; second reading,
2050,2191; remaining stages, 2192.
Probate Duty (Amendment) Bill - Introduction and
first reading, 393; second reading, 501, 1021;
remaining stages, 1023.
Public Holidays Bill - Introduction and first reading,
1350; second reading, 1417, 1672; remaining stages,
1687. Council amendment dealt with, 2379.
Public Sector Management (Amendment) Bill Introduction and first reading, 393; second reading,
499,1158,1178; appropriation, 581; second reading
agreed to by absolute majority, 1185; Committee,
1185,1208; third reading agreed to by absolute
majority, 1213.
Public Sector Superannuation (Administration)
Bill-Introduction and first reading, 1350; second
reading, 1470, 1748; appropriation, 1505, 1746;
second reading agreed to by absolute majority, 1781;
Committee, 1781,2028; substituted amendment,
1889,1979; third reading agreed to by absolute
majority,2049.
Racing (Further Amendment> Bill - Introduction and
first reading, 393; second reading, 504, 1239;
instruction to Committee, 1245; Committee, 1246.
Road Safety (Amendment) Bill- Introduction and
first reading, 394; second reading, 1025, 1281, 1387;
second reading agreed to by absolute majority, 1404;
Committee, 1404; third reading, 1405.

Stock (Seller Liability and Declarations) Bill Introduction and first reading, 1148; second reading,
1258,1662; remaining stages, 1665. Council
amendments dealt with, 2316.
Summary Offences (Stolen Cattle) Bill Introduction and first reading, 50; second reading,
246, 362; remaining stages, 370.
Sunday Entertainment (Repeal) Bill- Introduction
and first reading, 472; second reading, 523, 753;
remaining stages, 755.
Tattersall Consultations (Further Amendment) Bill Introduction and first reading, 472; second reading,
522, 1023; appropriation, 581; second and third
readings agreed to by absolute majority, 1025.
Teaching Service (Amendment) BiII- Introduction
and first reading, 900; second reading, 1027, 1305;
appropriation, 1064; second and third readings
agreed to by absolute majority, 1321.
Telecommunications (Interception) (State Provisions)
(Amendment) Bill- Introduction and first reading,
1349; second reading, 1420, 1688; remaining stages,
1688. Council amendment dealt with, 2317.
Tobacco (Amendment) Bill- Introduction and first
reading, 394; second reading, 506, 1213, 1236;
Committee, 1238; remaining stages, 1239.
Transport (Amendment) Bill (No. 2) - Introduction
and first reading, 1350; second reading, 1476, 1997,
2008; second and third readings agreed to by
absolute majority, 2021.
TT-Line Gaming Bill - Received from Council and
first reading, 1798; second reading, 2055, 2236;
remaining stages, 2238.
Unclaimed Moneys (Amendment) Bill Introduction and first reading, 50; second reading,
90,355; appropriation, 142; remaining stages, 362.
University of Ballarat Bill - Introduction and first
reading, 1349; second reading, 1467, 1982;
appropriation, 1505; remaining stages, 1997.

(4)
Water (Amendment) Bill-Second reading, 93, 300;

instruction to Committee and Committee, 304;
remaining stages, 305.
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SUBJECTS

('q" = question without notice)
A
Aboriginal Affairs - Mabo: ruling, q 1, q 3, q 56, 72,
76, q 1013; effect on investment, q 2; Victorian land
claims, q 4; government assistance, q 5; Federal
legislation, q 1053, q 1824. Mildura Aboriginal
Cooperative, 742, 747. Racist remarks, 2319.
Advertising -Government contracts, q 7,19,24, q 60,
118, 125, q 1741, q 1824, q 1914. Sexist, 741, 746.
Aged Care - Shepparton and District Retirement
Village, 1109, 1113.

Australian Football League - Traffic congestion at
Waverley Park, 509.
Australian Labor Party - Policies while in
government, 452, 1132, 1558. Perfonnance in
opposition, 454. Leadership, 569,1136,1800,1802,
1804. Representation in Parliament, 1135. Fonner
members: Mr Kennan, 1136; Mr Gavin, 1137, 1814.
Shadow Ministry, 1800.
Australian Loan Council- Borrowing limits, q 1274.
Australian Youth Foundation - Report, q 1586.

B

Agenda 21- Projects, q 570, q 2259. Casino, q 2003.
Agriculture -

Department - Representation at Royal Melbourne
Show, q 467, 648, 651. Bendigo capital works
program, q 469. Mouse plague, 562, 565, 645, 650.
Funding, 1193, 1197. Corporate services, q 1744.
Relocation, 1813.
General - Victorian produce, 875, 880. Seed
certification, 981, 986.

Ballarat Chipping Company - Fulfilment of
contracts, 118, 124.
Beave Ltd - Reports: 1990, 1991 and 1992,2081.
Beckett, Mrs ,., 2228, 2232.
BLF Custodian - Reports: No. 23, 10; No. 24, 278.
Bransgrove, N. ,. and N. F., Pty Ltd, 743, 748.

Air Services - Airports: Essendon, 794, 798;
Moorabbin, 1702, 1706.
Alcohol - Dependency services, 560, 566.
Alpine Resorts Commission - Snow recreation
industry, 69, 74.
Ambulance Services - Metropolitan, q 136,213,2059,
2064. Warrnamboollocation, 206, 208.
Non-emergency transport, q 546. Latrobe Valley
helicopter, 563, 566. In eastern suburbs, 1109, 1112.
Private, 1550, 1554,2057,2064. Country, 2058, 2064.
Removal of bodies, 2129, 2132.

Budget - Deficit, 51. Federal, q 270, 453. Initiatives for
Geelong, q 351. Capital works allocation, q 352,
q 467. Capital Building Society, q 390. Work force
reduction program, q 1059.
Business and Employment, Department of Conduct of employee, 792, 796.

c
Capital Building Society - Reference in Budget, q 390.
Casinos (See "Gaming'')

AMRAD Corporation Ltd, q 1495.
Central Highlands Disability Resource Services, 203.
Animals - Red-eared turtles, 794, 796. Dangerous
dogs, 1196, 1198.

Chemical Storage (See "Industry Services'')

Armaments - Site of east coast complex, q 58, q 1918.

Chiavaroli, Mr P., q 1493.

Ashes, The - Birthplace, 1481.

Christmas Felicitations, 2397.

Attorney-General - Mentone Body Corporate
Management, 874, 879,1788. Victim impact
statements, q 2005. Community visitors program,
2226,2231. Minors, 2405, 2409.

Citizens Advice Bureaus - Funding, 1408. Chelsea,
2408,2410.

Auditor-General - Meeting with Premier, q 683,
q 816. Reports: aged care, 752; Consolidated Fund
and Trust Fund, 1116, q 1144; response of Minister
for Finance, 2136; investment management, 2136;
management of heritage collections, 2235; Legal Aid
Commission, 2327; Office of the Valuer-General,
2327. Relationship with Parliament, q 818, 883,
q 1147. Comments on failed financial institutions,
q 1232.

Collingwood Football Club - Planning issues, 1032,
1038.
Commonwealth;.State Relations - WorkCover
legislation, q 773. Allegations raised in Federal
Parliament, 979, 984.
Community Services -

Children - Kindergarten teachers' ambit claims, 21,
26. Preschool funding, 30, q 106, q 129, q 131,
q 134, q 239, q 241, 258, 259, q 271, q 272, q 273,
512,514, q 1016, 1106, 1109, 1110, 1124, 1134, 1195,
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1198, q 1499, 1650, 1651, 1652, 1653. Services:
protection, 445, q 470, q 571, q 573, q 2078;
reduction,446; maternal and child health, 510,
q 813, 1551, 1552, 1554, 1705, 1707; support, 876,
878. Respite care, 1649, 1653. Programs: preschool,
559; out-of-school hours, 873, 878. Residential care,
q 2079. Child-care centre accreditation, q 2167.
Abuse, 2320, 2324, q 2357.
Disability Seroices - Karingal adult training
support agency, 70, 74. Central Highlands
Disability Resource Services, 203. Wallara Day
Training Centre and Sheltered Workshops, 374.
Availability, 1108, 1110. Caloola Training Centre,
1137. Burdekin report, 1264. Parking facilities,
1551, 1555. Respite care: children, 1649, 1653;
special accommodation, 1704, 1707; fees, 1879,
1883,2061,2063; availability, 2128, 2131; Geelong,
2408,2409. Psychiatric services, 1817,2060.
General- Neighbourhood houses, 115, 121. Western
Port Residential Association, 649. Orana Family
Services, 1196, 1198. Swan House, 1973,2126,2131.
Community visitors program, 2226, 2231. Chelsea
Citizens Advice Bureau, 2408, 2410.
Conservation and Natural Resources - Logging
contracts, 118, 124. Local strategies, 260, 263.
Contamination of Port Phillip Bay, 314, 317.
Dumping of refuse, 560. Noxious trees on French
Island, 2130, 2131. Crown land in Perrett Street,
St Leonards, 2319, 2323.
Constitution, The - Victorian, q 2074.
Coode Island (See "Ind ustry Services")
Corrections -

General - Relocation of female prisoners, 70, 75.
Prisons - Fairlea, 70, 206, 208, 1407, 1413. Drugs,
q 386. Report on system, 752. Pentridge, q 1359,
1481, 1482, 1486, q 2080.
Country Fire Authority (See "Fire Services")
Crime - Government initiatives, 333. Gang violence,
1036,1037. Attacks: on child in Monbulk electorate,
1548, 1553; on Cheltenham Primary School students,
q 1582, q 1739; in western suburbs, 1975. National
centre for analysis of violent crime, 1798.
Crime Prevention Committee - Reports on personal
safety on public transport system, 821, 2235.

D
Dairy Industry - Measurement of bulk milk vat
contents, 259, 262.
Dangerous Goods (See "Industry Services")
Daratech Pty Ltd - Report for 1991-92, 278.
DDD Needham -Government contracts, q 7,19, q 60,
118,125.
Deputy Ombudsman (Police Complaints) - Reports:
Operation Iceberg, 1889; for 1991-92 and 1992-93,
2084.

Divisions Adjournment motion, 371.
Ambulance services, 232.
Annual Leave Payments (Amendment) Bill, 253.
Building Bill, 2372.
Business of the House: postponement, 258; Sessional
Orders, 483, 487, 490, 493, 496, 499; program, 826,
2089,2090.
Casino (Management Agreement) Bill, 1542.
City of Melbourne Bill, 1648.
Classification of Films and Publications
(Amendment) Bill, 1687.
Credit (Administration) (Amendment) Bill, 558.
Crimes (Amendment) Bill (No. 2),2114,2115,2373.
Education (Amendment) Bill, 2290, 2380.
Electricity Industry Bill, 2375.
Equal Opportunity (Amendment) Bill (No. 2),2026,
2027.
Gas and Fuel Corporation (Heatane Gas) Bill, 1290.
Health and Community Services (Further
Amendment) Bill, 2363.
Health Services (Amendment) Bill, 2373.
Juries (Amendment) Bill, 1932.
Land Titles Validation Bill, 145,203.
Land Tax (Further Amendment) Bill, 1431.
Land (Further Amendment) Bill, 1020.
Liquor Control (Amendment) Bill, 2216, 2222, 2224.
Loy Yang B (Amendment) Bill, 68.
Naming and suspension of member, 574, 686, 1588.
Nurses Bill, 1873, 1878,2021,2022,2024,2025.
Occupational Health and Safety (Miscellaneous
Amendments) Bill, 789.
Planning and Environment (Amendment) Bill, 2304.
Premier's private interests, 2190.
Preschool funding, 49.
Public Holidays Bill, 1686, 1687,2379.
Public Sector Management (Amendment) Bill, 1184,
1191.
Public Sector Superannuation (Administration) Bill,
2028, 2048, 2049.
State Owned Enterprises (Amendment) Bill, 1384.
State Taxation (Further Amendment) Bill, 1620.
State education system, 2157.
Tobacco (Amendment) Bill, 1237.
Transport (Amendment) Bill (No. 2), 2021.
Unclaimed Moneys (Amendment) Bill, 361.

E
Economic Development Committee - Report on
building and construction industry, 821.
Economy, The - State Bank Victoria and
Tricontinental collapses, q 4. Government policies,
51. Investment in Victoria, q 104. Tourism, q 104.
Business and consumer confidence, q 130. Future,
232. Senate inquiry into Victorian borrowings, q 243.
Expenditure restraint programs, q 547. Regional
Victoria, q 907. Auditor-General's report, q 1144.
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Perfonnance, q 1583. Credit rating, q 1738. Export
figures, q 2261.
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RMIT Bachelor of Applied Science course, 1792,
1794. Victorian Institute of Marine Sciences, 2322,
2324.

Ed and Amy's (Australia) Pty Ltd, q 2262.
Education -

Department - Voluntary departure packages, 464.
Advertising, 513. Directorate of School Education,
q 684. Superannuation packages, q 1920,2407.
General- Institute of Educational Administration,
71, 1548, 1553. National curriculum, q 107. Quality
provision: task forces, 207, 373, 377, q 469, 793,
796, q 814, q 818, q 1276; program, q 242, q 243,
q 1055, 1141. School closures, 373, 377, q 466,
q 909, q 912, q 1012, q 1013, q 1053, q 1054, 1108,
1261, 1265. Secondary school sports, 376, 377, 462.
Capital works, q 384. Budget, q 387. Policies of
former Labor government, 453, 1132. Rural
Schools Reconstruction Fund, q 1014.
Opportunities for girls, q 1054. Quality of system,
1116,1134,1139. Technology, 1131. Equity
program, 1703, 1705. State system, 2137.
South-eastern Education Task Force, 2229. School
maintenance, 2322, 2324.
School Education - High schools: Flemington, 23,
27; Debney Park, 23, 27; Coburg, 646; Wodonga,
1116; Oberon, 1325, 1329; Dandenong, 1409, 1411.
Primary schools: Flemington, 23, 27; Balliang, 117,
125; Balliang East, 261; Maribyrnong, 261; North
Shore, 314; Moorabbin Heights, 315; Macleod, 375,
377; Montrose, 457; Boroondara Park, q 545, q 817,
1033, 1039; Kangaroo Ground, 745, 747; Watsonia
Heights, 745, 747; Laverton Park, 790, 796, 1703,
1705; Carrajung, 1032, 1044; Victoria Park, 1032,
1038; Glen Katherine, 1037, 1044; Bulleen, 1194;
Wollert, 1197; Bonbeach, 1259, 1265; Hawksburn,
1323,1328; Apollo Parkways, 1326, 1329;
Wantirna, 1406, 1411; Korweinguboora, 1483,
1488; Grimshaw, 1484, 1488, 1973; Yan Yean, 1547,
1552; Munro, 1549, 1553; Box Hill, 1701, 1705;
Ashburton South, 1704, 1706; St Georges Road,
1789, 1793; Diamond Creek, 1789, 1793;
Sydenham, 1791, 1793; Erica, 1792, 1794;
Wallacedale North, 1882, 1887; Greenvale, 2060,
2063; Heatherdale, 2228; Taylors Lakes, 2230;
Mountain Gate, 2322, 2324; Fair Hills, 2322, 2324;
Preston North East, 2323, 2324. Secondary
colleges: Monterey, 116, 124; Cranbourne, 372, 376;
Preston, 646; Cobram, 1649, 1653,2227;
Numurkah, 1649, 1653,2227; Reservoir district,
1702,1705; Richmond, 1788, 1793; Bayside, 1791,
1793; Gladstone Park, 2060, 2063; Rowville, 2127,
2131; Strathmore, 2128, 2131. Rural, 117, 124,
q 2004. VCE: book selection, 744, 747; changes,
1787, 1793. Schools of the Future program, 1141.
Niddrie cluster, 1033, 1044, 1263, 1266.
Non-government, q 1443. Languages other than
English, q 1828. Carwatha College, 1974.
Collingwood Alternative School, 2407, 2411.
Students - Bus services, 744, 747, 1120, 1262, 1268,
1407,1414. Numeracy skills of VCE, 1324, 1328.
Teachers -Staffing, q 274, q 1829, q 2002. Voluntary
departure packages, 464. Standard, 1131.
Accommodation in Kyabram, 1194.
Reclassification, 2127, 2131.
Tertiary Education and Training - Backyard
universities, 204. Industry training boards, 979,
987,1193. Victoria University of Technology, 1194.

Electoral- Broadmeadows by-election, 142,646,651.
Electorates - Bendigo West, 1813.
Electricity Industry - Structure, q 133.
Elliott, Mr J., q 1055, q 1057, q 1145, q 1497.
Emergency Services -11444 number, 1971, 1976.
Energy and Minerals - Kerr's Quarry, 980, 983.
Development proposals, 981, 986.
Environment (See "Conservation and Environment")
Environment and Natural Resources CommitteeReport on eductor dredging, 1062.
Environment Protection Authority - Discharge of
functions, 22, 25. Pollution Watch line, 1035, 1044.
Equal Opportunity, Commissioner for - Alleged
discrimination case against Attorney-General,
q 1357, q 1439, q 1440. Request from Minister for
Industry and Employment, q 1362.
Ethnic Affairs -

Commission - Appointments: chairman, q 57;
commissioners, q 354.
General - Services, 655.
Express Mailing Company, 2227, 2232.

F
Fair Trading - Consumer advisory services, 71, 75.
Chain letter: Morwell, 980, 985; Keilor, 2129, 2132.
Butane gas cigarette lighters, 1264. Express Mailing
Company, 2227, 2232.
Fire Services - Rowville station, 205, 208, 511, 517.
Country Fire Authority: Warrnamboollocation, 206,
208; Langi Kal Kal station, 513, 518.
Firearms - Interpretation of Act, 1034, 1037. Gun
laws, q 1737, 1799, 1881, 1885.
Fishing Industry - Abalone poaching, 312, 316. Trout
fishing in municipal swimming pools, 648, 652.
Floods - In Maribyrnong, 509, 513, 647, 652, 742, 747.
Relief, q 545. In north-eastern Victoria, q 816, 875,
879,884, q 909, q 1012, q 1057, 1118, 1127, q 1499,
1791, 1794, 1882, 1885, 2323, 2325. In South
Gippsland, 978, 982.
Food Processing Industry - Irymple Packaging Co.,
q 1278. Production, 2407, 2411.
Ford Motor Co. of Australia Ltd - Broadmeadows
plant, 73, 77.
Fruit and Vegetable Industry - Werribee South
growers, 313, 317. In East Gippsland, q 548.
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Gaming - Casino: Melbourne, q 268, q 2003;
withdrawal of TAB from Crown Casino Ltd
consortium, q 269.
Gas and Fuel Corporation - Natural gas: Bellarine
Peninsula, 979, 983; Murray Valley electorate, 1106,
1111. Security deposit for supply connection, 1410,
1416. Energy concessions, 2321, 2325.
Government Departments and Instrumentalities Tendering processes, q 5, q 7, 19,24, q 60,118,125,
q 135. Employment of women, 2322.
Government Employee Housing Authority Teacher accommodation in Kyabram, 1194.

Historian, State - Abolition of position, 1107.
Hospitals -Ostomy appliances, 19,25. Moorabbin, 71,
75. Country, 114, 120, 455, q 549, 1128, 1813. Beeac
and District, 455. Macarthur and District Memorial,
456. Mortlake District, 456. Box Hill, 512, 518. Bush
nursing, 564, 567. Alfred, 876, 879. Wimmera Base,
1129. Mildura Base, 1129, 1130. Latrobe Regional,
1129, 1131. Hamilton Base, 1129, 1130. Gippsland
Base, 1129. Swan Hill District, 1129. Wangaratta
District Base, 1129. Peter MacCallum Cancer
Institute, 1130. Goulburn Valley Base, 1130. Waiting
lists, q 1145, q 1742. Heatherton, 1409, 1412. Public,
1484,1488. Dandenong and District, 1485, 1489.
Footscray Psychiatric, 1817. Monash Medical Centre,
1820. Funding, 1821. May Day Hills, 1881, 1884.
Altona District, 2059, 2064.

Government, The - Assistance to Aborigines, q 5.
Policies: rural, 118, 120, 1812; capital works, q 352,
464; youth affairs, q 385; ethnic affairs, 655; mineral
resources development, 981, 986; effect on bonds,
q 1357; tourism, 1814. Industry statement, 327.
Initiatives for a safe community, 333. Provision of
services, 1133. Departmental performance
agreement, q 1742, q 1743. Standards, 1823.
Representation in Germany, q 1827.

Housing - Urban Land Authority estates, q 471.
Upgrade of government, 648. Roxburgh Heights
estate, q 1271, q 1495, q 1739, q 1828, q 2353, 2405,
2410.

Grain Industry - Disease-resistant wheat, 1033, 1045.
Barley, q 2263.

Industry and Employment -

Grievances, 440, 1116, 1798.

H
Handicapped Persons (See "Community Services")

Hlmsard - Record, 244, 267.
Hazardous Materials (See "Industry Services")
Health-

Diseases -Cancer and heart offensive, q 274. AIDS
and tuberculosis, 559, 565. Mesothelioma testing
of SEC employees, 877.
Drugs - Dependency services, 560, 566.
General- Private insurance, q 8, q 108, q 466,
q 2079. Surrogacy, q 9. Ostomy appliances, 19,25.
Cardiopulmonary resuscitation education
program, 206, 209. Services: Heathcote, 262;
maternal and child, 510, q 813, 1551, 1552, 1554,
1705,1707; bush nursing, 564, 567; opthalmology,
1130, q 1146, 2228, 2232; psychiatric, 2406, 2411.
Warnings on cigarette packets, 791. Craigieburn
Community Health Centre, 874, 879. Butane gas
sniffing, 1264. Autoclaving of dental instruments,
1323, 1327. Cranbourne Community Health
Service, 1324, 1328. Initiatives for women, 1408,
1413. Health Services Commissioner, q 2169. (See
also "Community Services")

India - Earthquake relief, 977, 987.

Employment - Merchandise export performance,
q 3. Programs, q 355. Capital works, q 467.
General-Government policy, 327.
Industrial Relations - Workplace agreements,
q 241, q 910. Federal policy, q 271. Trades Hall
Council, q 572, q 814. National wage increase,
q 1277, 1332, q 2260. Federal awards, 1814.
Minimum wages, q 2074.
Unemployment - Training programs, q 103. Rate,
q 349, q 467, q 569, q 680, q 811, q 1014. Statistics,
q 1667.
Industry Services - Chemical storage: Safer Chemical
Storage Taskforce, q 57, 1802, 1809, q 2006, q 2075,
q 2076, q 2164, q 2166, q 2167, q 2260; Point
Gellibrand, 645, 649; Coode Island, 1802, 1809,
q 1918, q 2006, q 2075, q 2076, q 2164, q 2166, q 2167,
q 2260, q 2355.
International Year of the World's Indigenous
Peoples, q 5.
Irymple Packaging Co., q 1278.

J
JGK Nominees Pty Ltd, q 1142, q 1228, q 1231, q 2262.

K
Karingal Adult Training Support Agency, 70, 74.

Health and Community Services, Department of Health services reports, 1406, 1412. Performance
agreement, q 1742, q 1743.
Health Services Commissioner - Report for 1992, 10.

Kerr's Quarry, 980, 983.
KNF Advertising - Boroondara Park Primary School,
q 817. Premier's involvement, q 1142, q 1228, q 1231,
q 1272, q 1358, q 1360, q 1443, q 1493, q 1585, q 1826,
q 2073, 2158, 2170, q 2261. Roxburgh Heights
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housing estate, q 1271, q 2073. Contracts with
government agencies, q 1275, q 1441.

L
Law Courts - Frankston courthouse, 313, 318. Judicial
appointments for women, q 390. Children's Court
building, q 573, q 911. Central Gippsland Court
Network, 1323, 1327. County Court appointments,
q 1497. Justices of the peace, 2061, 2065. Chief
Magistrate, q 2166. (See also "Attorney-General"
and "Police")
Law Reform Committee - Report on restitution for
victims of crime, 1746.
Leeds Media and Communication Services Pty Ltd Government contracts, q 5, q 1741, q 1824, q 1914.
Liquor Licensing Commission - Reappointment of
commissioner, q 383, q 385, q 386, q 387. Actions of
Premier, 449. Comments of Minister for Small
Business, 449, q 468, q 546.
Local Government -

Chelsea - Drainage charge for beachfront
properties, 205, 209.
Cranbourne - Community services, 1324, 1328.
Road funding, 1883, 1887.
Dandenong - Tirhatuan Park golf course, 1551, 1556,
2126,2130.
Doncaster and Templestowe - Melbourne Water
rates, 373, 377.
Frankston - Public safety, 260. Preschools, 512, 514.
Geelong, Greater - Institute of Educational
Administration site, 71. Budget initiatives, q 351.
Progress, q 1056. Transport, q 1919.
General- State deficit levy, 69. Local conservation
strategies, 260, 263. Trout fishing in municipal
swimming pools, 648, 652. Youth services, 1137.
Industry training board, 1193. Quality assurance
program, 1652.
Keilor - Allegations by former councillor, 204.
St Albans North industrial policy, 1650, 1654,
1807,1972. Activities of councillors, 1808, 1816.
Maribyrnong - Floods, 509, 513, 647, 652, 742, 747.
Melbourne - Appointment of commissioners, q 1917.
Omeo - Capital works expenditure, 464.
Preston - Youth services, 1138.
Sale - Water authority funds, 316, 318.
Springvale - Tip, 314, 317, 1260, 1266.
Tullamarine - Youth facilities, 372, 377.
Warrnambool - Emergency services, 205, 208.
Waverley - Traffic congestion at Waverley Park, 509.

M
Mabo (See "Aboriginal Affairs")
Manufacturing Industry - Merchandise export, q 3.
Trends, 463. Export opportunities in Asia, q 2073.
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Master Builders Association - Roxburgh Heights
housing estate, q 1495, q 1739, q 1828, q 2073, q 2353.
Urban Land Authority, q 2352, q 2353.
Masters Games, 1110, 1112.
May, L. and A., 1703, 1707.
Meat Industry - Allegations in Federal Parliament,
979,984. Union scare campaign, q 1233.
Melbourne Foodbank, q 1271.
Melbourne Water - Drainage charge for beach front
properties, 205, 209. Sale, 260, 263. Moonee Ponds
sewerage facilities, 312, 316. Rates, 373, 377.
Stormwater drainage, 1405. Tirhatuan Park golf
course, 1551, 1556, 2126, 2130. Roxburgh Heights
housing estate, q 1739.
Members-

General - ReSignation of Mr Kennan, 1.
Donnybrook land rezoning by Mr Phillips, 72, 78.
Swearing in of Mr Brumby, 569. Naming and
suspension: Mr Cole, 574, 685, 790; Mr Baker, 686;
Mr Micallef, 1588. Conflict of interest, 1322, 1326,
1405,1410. Studentship agreement of Dr Vaughan,
1548, q 1667. Former: Mr Kennan, 1136; Mr Gavin,
1137, 1814. Birth of Mr Leighton's son, 1881.
Personal Explanations - Mr Leigh, 576. Mr Cole,
685, 790. Ms Garbutt, 685. Mr Baker, 686.
Mr Brumby, 722. Mr S. J. Plowman, 1203.
Mr Batchelor, 1448. Dr Vaughan, 1657. Mr John,
2381.
Mentone Body Corporate Management, 874, 879,1788.
Mildura Aboriginal Cooperative, 742, 747.
Ministry, The - Premier: London trip, 18,23;
comments on Liquor licenSing Commission, 449;
meeting with Auditor-General, q 683, q 816; wine
sales, q 774; private interests, q 1142, q 1228, q 1231,
q 1272, q 1275, q 1358, q 1360, q 1441, q 1493, q 1585,
q 1587, q 1588, 1823,2158,2170, q 2261, q 2262; use
of government resources, q 1443, q 1496, q 1582,
q 1583, q 1668, q 1670, q 1826; statements, q 1739.
Minister for Industry Services: overseas visit, q 57.
Minister for Finance: comments on preschool
funding, q 129, q 239, q 241; alleged alteration of
Hansard record, 244, 267. Minister for Police and
Emergency Services: Victorian Airlines Pty Ltd, 442,
443; representation to chief commissioner, q 1055;
criticism of Director of Public Prosecutions, q 1497.
Minister for Small Business: comments on Liquor
Licensing Commission, 449, q 468, q 546. Minister
for Tourism: visit to Movieworld, q 547, q 548.
Shadow portfolios, 569. Attorney-General: alleged
discrimination case before Commissioner for Equal
Opportunity, q 1357, q 1439, q 1440. Minister for
Industry and Employment: request for details from
Commissioner for Equal Opportunity, q 1362; China
visit, q 1494; Asian trade mission, q 2353. Standards,
q 1587, q 1588, q 1668, 1823. Minister for Community
Services: comments on Age article, q 2357.
Motor Vehicle Industry - Ford plant,
Broadmeadows, 73, 77.
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Municipal Association of Victoria - Youth policy
officer, 1139.

Perrett, Mrs E., 2319, 2323.
Personal Explanations (See "Members")

Municipalities (See "Local Government")
Petitions -

N
National Bus Company, 1034, 1043.
National Crime Authority - Elliott investigation,
q lOSS, q 1145.
National Road Transport Commission - Report, 1279.
North American Free Trade Agreement, 2057, 2062.
Northcote Bingo Centre, 511, 518.

o
Obstetric and Paediatric Mortality and Morbidity,
Consultative Council on - Report, 1331.
Ombudsman - Reports: Guns n' Roses concert, 11; for
1992-93,2236.
Orana Family Services, 1196, 1198.

p
Paravics Sports Club - Misappropriation of funds,
511,518.
Parliament -

Adjournment Debate - Interruption, 2002, 2007,
2049.
Business of the House - Postponement, 109,254,
2401. Adjournment motion, 327, 370. Grievance
days, 332, 655. Sessional Orders, 333, 394, 473.
Standing Orders, 525, 776. Program, 581, 821,
1065, 1282, 1305, 1505, 1746,2084. Orders of the
Day, 1305.
Committees - System, 1350.
General- Proceedings: photographing, 1,267,569,
679, 1271, 1493, 1581,2164,2352; televiSing, 2158.
Opposition leadership, 1. Distinguished visitors,
65,316,907,1053,1080,1331,1334,1346,1357,
1438,1737,1914,2002,2073,2075. Visiting
attendant, 321. Notice of dissent from Speaker'S
ruling, 332. Reports: Revised Standing Orders,
327; Legislative Assembly, 1115; Parliamentary
Library, 1115; Hansard, 1115; House Committee,
1115; Presiding Officers, 1115. Privilege, 383.
Administration and operation,2329.
Joint Sittings - Victorian Health Promotion
Foundation, 821, 873, 1178, 1201, 1204.
Questions without Notice -Conduct of members,
772. Withdrawal of remarks, 915. Conduct, 1665.
Speaker's ruling, 1665, 1737.
Urgent Public Questions - Preschool funding, 30.
Ambulance services, 213. Floods in north-eastern
Victoria, 884. National wage increase, 1332. State
education system, 2137.
Pensioners (See "Senior Citizens")

Alfred, Royal Southern Memorial and Caulfield
hospitals, 81.
Altona Hospital, 81, 519.
Ballarat University College, 578.
Budgetary measures, Mortlake, 884.
Capital punishment, 137, 276, 391, 1503.
Casual replacement teacher budget, 1115.
Caulfield General Medical Centre, 29.
Central Highlands Disability Resource Services, 1501.
Club Keno, 820.
Community rural schools, 211, 277, 520, 820.
Day rehabilitation-respite care facility at
Yarrawonga,9.
Daylesford schools, 751.
Dookie Preschool Play Centre, 579.
Ea.stern Victorian Air Ambulance Service, 883, 1658,
1797.
Education cuts, 29.
Emerald district community swimming pool, 29.
Emergency teachers, 10.
Fairlea Prison, 437, 577.
Family planning services, 322, 439.
Glengala Park primary, Glengala primary and
Sunshine special development schools, 392.
Hoppers Crossing brothel, 2135.
Human life experimentation, 325, 1062, 2135.
Institute of Educational Administration, 9, 326, 439.
Macedon Ranges Water Authority, 2135.
MARC library' service and MACC art service, 10, 138,
325,1503.
Maternal and child health services, 139,212,322,439,
521,578,653,819,1061,1417,1502,1657,1797,
2081.
Mausoleums, 1889.
Merger of Flemington Primary School, Debney Park
Secondary College and English Language School,
211.
Metropolitan improvement rate, 1331.
Motorcycle safety, 1503.
Municipal restructure, 437.
Neighbourhood houses, 323, 577, 819, 1203, 1501,
1657.
North Melbourne municipal boundaries, 2235.
Nurses Bill, 1658.
Parkdale cluster schools, 653.
Pensioner concessions, 275, 326, 519, 578, 654, 1502.
Petrol prices, 751, 1331.
Pool and spa fencing, 1658,2327.
Preschool funding, 29, 81, 137, 138,211,212,276,277,
321,322,323,325,392,437,438,519,520,521,578,
579,653,819,1061,
1115,1203,1331,1501,1502,1557,1657,1658,2081.
Primary schools:
Airport West, 577;
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Altona Gate, 654;
Ballendella, 277;
Balliang East, 139, 278;
Belgrave South, 138;
Beverford, 884;
Broken Creek, 520;
Bulleen, 1658;
Clayton North, 653;
Coimadai, 139;
Currawa, 392;
Dookie, 326;
Drummond, 276;
East Keilor-Avondale Heights, 577, 653;
Echuca West, 278;
Eureka, 578;
Glenmore, 140;
Goorambat, 324;
Hughesdale, 391;
Kilsyth East, 277;
Macleod, 520, 820;
Maroona Consolidated, 1797;
Mitiamo, 438;
Moonambel, 1503;
Moorabbin Heights, 324;
Myrniong, 819;
Nilma,276;
Norwood,654;
Pine Lodge, 326;
Stud field East, 325;
Syndal South, 277;
Warrenbayne, 139;
Watsonia North, 323;
Watsonia Heights, 883;
Werribee and Bacchus Marsh district, 140.
Private member's Bill, 437.
Property tax, 137.
Protection for transport accident victims, 321.
Psychiatric nursing, 1797.
Public hospital in Epping, 2136.
Review of psychiatric hospitals and community
services, 321.
Roadworks: Bungower and Frankston-Flinders
roads, 325.
School crossing supervisors, 321.
School closures, 751, 989.
Schools on Mount Dandenong Ridge, 521.
Small primary school staffing, 654.
Small rural schools, 1061.
State deficit levy, 212, 324, 1115.
State education system, 324, 437, 438, 439, 520, 578,
820,2081.
Sunday trading, 212, 326.
T AFE fees: college council service, 439; enrolment,
440.
Task force recommendations and funding in western
suburbs schools, 1061.
Teacher reductions, 751.
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Three-hour rail ticket, 1557.
Tottenham goods yard, 1279.
Unfenced pools and spas, 2327.
Victoria University of Technology campus on
Caloola site in Sunbury, 139.
Werribee line train service, 140.
Women's prisons, 1502.
WorkCover, 989, 2135.
Petroleum Products - Fuel levy, 20, q 682, 743, 748,
q 773. Price differential, 1123. LPG conversions, 1195.
Planning - Donnybrook land rezoning, 72, 78.
Metropolis conference, q 912. Kerr's Quarry, 980, 983.
Collingwood issues, 1032, 1038. Springvale tip, 1260,
1266. Proposed sawmill, Healesville, 1262. Loch
Sands resort development, Gippsland, 1484, 1489.
Mornington harbour, 1651, 1654. Pool and spa
fencing, q 2076.
Police-

Crime - Government initiatives, 333. Gang violence,
1036, 1037. Attacks: on child in Monbulk
electorate, 1548, 1553; on Cheltenham Primary
School students, q 1582, q 1739; in western
suburbs, 1975. National centre for analysis of
violent crime, 1798.
General - Public safety in Frankston, 260. User-pays
guidelines, q 273. Air Wing, 440, 443. Government
initiatives, 901. Public Service cooperation, q 1056,
q 1145.
Stations - Warrnambool, 205, 208. Dandenong, 207,
209. Frankston, 313, 318, 1975. Werribee, 2130,
2132.
Ports -

Geelong - St Leonards pier, 1483, 1488.
Melbourne - Mornington harbour, 1651, 1654.
Premier and Cabinet, Department of the - Relocation
of office, q 1058.
Preschools (See "Community Services")
Public Accounts and Estimates Committee - Reports:
performance audit of Auditor-General, 2136; private
investment in infrastructure, 2136; 1992-93 Budget
estimates and outcomes, 2235.
Public Bodies Review Committee - Report on
Metropolitan Fire Brigades Board, 1279.
Public Prosecutions, Director of - Proceedings
against, q 1057. Criticism by Minister for Police and
Emergency Services, q 1497. Restructure of office,
q 2258, q 2352.
Public Service - Cooperation with police, q 1056,
q 1145. Standards, q 1670.
Public Transport -

Bus Services - NightRider, q 59. Privatisation, q 388.
School, 744, 747, 1120, 1262, 1268, 1407, 1414.
Contracts, 1034, 1043. Ferntree Gully, 1790, 1794.
Portsea, 1878, 1886. Shelter in Reservoir, 2404. (See
also "Education - Students")
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Corporation - Tendering processes, q 135.
General- Fare increases, q 1015. Safety of system,
1036,1041. Railway honour board, q 1669.
Initiatives for Geelong, q 1919.
Rail Services - To Gippsland, 458. Vinelander,458,
q 468. Level crossings, 877, 881, 978, 982. Light rail
link, 1035, 1041. Car parking: Greensborough
station, 1263, 1267; Ferntree Gully station, 1976.
Bookings in rural areas, 1550, 1553. Closure of
country lines, 1813. Delays, 1879, 1886.
Warrnambool, 1972, 1977. (See also "Transport,
Department of")
Taxi Services -Safety, q 1016, 1819; international
standard, q 2165.
Tram Services - Gladstone Park, 510, 515.
Pyramid Group - Settlement of liabilities, q 1232,
q 1439. Farrow bonds, q 1498.

Q
Questions without Notice (See "Parliament")

R
Residential Tenancies Tribunal - Application by
L. and A. May, 1703, 1707.
Roads-

No. 14,579; No. 15, 1062; No. 16, 1557; No. 17,1745;
No. 18, 1890; No. 19,2082; No. 20, 2235. Reports:
second cumulative, 10; Equal Opportunity Act 1984,
1062, 2235; House of Lords Select Committee, 1332;
Subordinate legislation, 1332; Subordinate
Legislation Act, 1504; World Conference on Human
Rights, Vienna, Austria, 2082; Australasian and
Pacific Conference on Delegated Legislation and
Scrutiny of Bills, 2082; Interpretation of Legislation
Act, 2082.
Secondary School Sports Association, 462.
Senate - Inquiry into Victorian borrowings, q 243.
Select Committee, 1064.
Senior Citizens - Commonwealth taxes on
pensioners, q 242.
Shepparton and District Retirement Village, 1109,
1113.
Sloley, Mrs L., 2127, 2131.
Small Business - Regulation of weights and
measures, 259, 262. Western Port Development
Council, 561. Strategic Industry Research
Foundation, 744, 748. Assistance, q 2080.
Small Claims Tribunal - Reasons for decision, 1322,
1327.
Smith, Mr N., 1322, 1327.

Corporation - Tow-truck drivers licences, 1653,
1655, 1819. Driving school industry, 1820.
General-Speed limit on Mountain Highway, 876,
880.
Motor Vehicles - Hard wiring of lights, 315, 318.
LPG conversions, 1195.
Roads and Highways - Access to Institute of
Educational Administration site, 71. Capital works
expenditure, 464. Eastern Freeway extension, 562,
564. Calder Highway duplication, 562, 565.
Goulburn Valley Highway, 743, 748. Hensleigh
Creek Road, 793, 796. Better Roads Victoria
program, 1261, 1267, 1880, 1887. Funding, 1822,
1883,1887. Sunshine Avenue, Keilor Downs, 1880,
1887. Sound barriers for South Eastern Arterial,
2406,2410.
Signals and Crossings - School crossings:
supervisors, 649; speeding motorists, 2406.
Royal Melbourne Show, q 467, 648, 651.
Rural Water Corporation -Costs, 313, 317.
Ryan Carlisle Thomas, Solicitors, 376, 379, 447.

s
Safer Chemical Storage Taskforce (See "Industry
Services")
St Albans North Environment Group, 1650, 1654,
1807,1972.
Scrutiny of Acts and Regulations Committee - Alert
Digest: Nos 10 and 11, 10; No. 12, 140; No. 13,392;

Sport, Recreation and Racing - Snow recreation
industry, 69, 74. Secondary school sports, 376, 377,
462. Funding, 463. Youth holiday programs, 795.
State aquatic centre, 981, 985. Montrose football and
cricket clubs, 1107, 1112. Masters Games, 1110, 1112.
Birthplace of the Ashes, 1481, 1486. Kite flying, 1482,
1487.
Standing Orders Committee - Report on revised
Standing Orders, 327. Reference to, 472.
State Bank Victoria, q 4.
State Deficit Levy (See ''Taxation'')
State Electricity Commission - Charges, 21, 25.
Latrobe Valley work force, 73, 77. Structure, q 133.
Mesothelioma testing of employees, 877. Roxburgh
Heights housing estate, q 1271, q 1495, q 2073, 2405,
2410. Knox land, 1325, 1329. Head office building,
2229,2232.
State Emergency Service - Communications system,
q 58. Warrnamboollocation, 206, 208.
State-owned Enterprises - Privatisation, 20, 25.
State Historian - Abolition of position, 1107.
State Insurance Office, q 1232.
State Library of Victoria - Refurbishment, q 2259.
State Trustee - Responsibilities, 647, 651.
Strategic Industry Research Foundation, 744, 748.
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:Su perannuation - Public sector, q 811, q 813, q 1920,
2407. Parliamentary contributory fund, q 2355.
'Swan House, 1973, 2126, 2131.

Public Sector Union - Meat industry, q 1233.
Shop, Distributive and Allied Employees
Association - Membership, 1197.
State Public Services Federation of Victoria Workplace agreements, q 241.

T
. Tatura Milk Industries, 791, 795.

Urban Land Authority - Estates, q 471. Roxburgh
Heights housing estate, q 1495, q 1828, q 2353, 2405,
2410. Master Builders Association, q 2352.

'Taxation -

General - Minimisation scheme for public servants,
q268.
Fuel Levy - Anomalies, 20. Application to diesel,
q 682. Impact, 743, 748, q 773.
State Deficit Levy - Collection by local government,
69.
Taxi Industry (See "Public Transport")
Telecommunications Industry -Services, q 1741.
'Tendering (See "Government Departments and
Instrumentalities")
Timber Industry - Ballarat Chipping Company, 118,
124. Proposed sawmill, Healesville, 1262.
Tirhatuan Park Golf Course, 1551, 1556, 2126, 2130.

v
Vic Roads (See "Roads Corporation',)
Victorian Abattoir and Meat Inspection Authority Report, 1503.
Victorian Airlines Pty Ltd, 442, 443.
Victorian Employen Chamber of Commerce and
Industry - Relocation of Coode Island facility,
q 2355.
Victorian Public Relations Pty Ltd, q 2262.
Victorian Relief Committee, q 911.
Vistel Ltd - Report, 1417.

w

Torrumbarry Irrigators Privatisation Group, 314, 317.
Totalizator Agency Board - Proposed sale, 119, 123.
Withdrawal from Crown Casino Ltd consortium,
q 269. Distribution of surplus, q 1016. Chairman,
q 1233. Telephone betting accounts, 1974.
Tourism - Importance to economy, q 104. Birthplace
of the Ashes, 1481, 1486. Effects of government
policy, 1814. Adventure holidays, q 2079.
Dandenongs, 2230, 2231.

Wallara Day Training Centre and Sheltered
Workshops, 374.
Water - Dartmouth dam, 115, 124. Torrumbarry
irrigation area, 314, 317. Waste management and
supply, Tatura, 791, 795, 2058, 2062. Efficient toilets,
q 2169.
Weights and Measures (See "Small Business")

Tourism Victoria - Strategic business plan, q 1361.

Werribee Golf Club - Flood damage, 1976.

Transport (See "Public Transport'')

Western Port Development Council, 561.

Transport Accident Commission - Privatisation,
q 107, q 1500. Farrow bonds, q 1498. Claims:
Mr Wyatt, 2128, 2132; Mrs J. Beckett, 2228, 2232.

Western Port Residential Association, 649.
Western Region Commission, 1807, 1972.

Transport, Department of - Advertising contracts,
q 7,19, q 60, 118, 125. (See also "Public Transport")

Wheelchair Sports Victoria, 511, 518.

Transport Safety Awards Pty Ltd,2059.

Wine Industry - Federal tax, 374, 378, q 389, 460. On
Mornington Peninsula, 461.

Tricontinental Corporation Ltd, q 4, q 1232.

u

Women's Affain - Health initiatives, 1408, 1413.
Services, q 1440. Public positions, q 1739.
Employment branch, q 1744. Gun laws, 1881, 1885.
Employment in government departments, 2322.

Unemployment (See "Industry and Employment")

Women's Budget-For 1993-94, 1417.

Unions-

Wool Industry - Centralised sales, 116, 119. Increased
returns, q 2077.

Australasian Meat Industry Employees Union Alleged misuse of funds, 2320, 2325.
Construction, Forestry and Mining Employees
Union - Former BLF members, q 1230.
Kindergarten Teachers Association of Victoria Ambit claims, 21, 26, q 239.

WorkCover-

Authority - Actions, 563. Reports, 1062, 1890.
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General - Levies, 22, 27, 375, 379. Claims, 311, 318.
Activities of solicitors, 376, 379, 447.
Commonwealth social security payments, q 773.
Wyatt, Mr, 2128, 2132.

y
Youth Affain - Facilities in Tullamarine, 372, 377.
Government initiatives, q 385. Services: Rowville
counselling, 509, 514; support, 876, 878. Programs:
holiday, 795; youth development worker subsidy,
1137. Australian Youth Foundation report, q 1586.
STAY hostel, 2059, 2063.
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MEMBERS

e'q" =question without notice)
Andrianopoul08, Mr (Mill Park)
Appropriation (1993-94, No. 1) Bill, 842.
Ethnitc Affairs - Services, 666.
GoveTIlment, The - Policies: ethnic affairs, 666.
Grievances, 1807.
Keilo.r - St Albans North industrial policy, 1807, 1972.
Activities of councillors, 1808.
St Albans North Environment Group, 1807, 1972.
Western Region Commission, 1807, 1972.

Petitions - Preschool funding, 276, 392. Glengala Park
primary, Glengala primary and Sunshine special
development schools, 392.
Points of Order - Admissibility of motion, 328, 332.
Questions without notice: answers, 775, 1501, 1671,
2354. Procedure for debate, 942. Absence of
Ministers, 1264. Scope of debate, 1785. Remarks:
through Chair, 1786,2356; relevance, 1787.
Documents: tabling, 1880,2168. Substituted
amendment, 1889.
Probate Duty (Amendment) Bill, 1021.
Public Sector Superannuation (Administration) Bill,
1472, 1748, 1781, 1785, 1889.

Ashley, Mr (Bayswater)

Public Service - Standards, q 1670.

Economic Development Committee - Report on
building and construction industry, 821.

Rural Finance (VEDC Abolition) Bill, 1247.
Stamps (Further Amendment) Bill, 1659,1661.

Education -Quality provision program, q 1055.

State Owned Enterprises (Amendment) Bill, 1369.

Hospitals - Waiting lists, q 1742.

State Taxation (Further Amendment) Bill, 1595, 1618,
1620.

Industry and Employment - Merchandise export
performance, q 3.
Petiti<ons - School closures, 989.
Publk Holidays Bill, 1680.
Unemployment - Rate, q 1014.

Tattersall Consultations (Further Amendment) Bill,
1023.
Transport Accident Commission - Privatisation,
q 107, q 1500.
Unclaimed Moneys (Amendment) Bill, 355.
Unemployment - Rate, q 349, q 467.

Baker, Mr (Sunshine)
Appropriation (1993-94, No. 1) Bill, 582, 940.

Batchelor, Mr (Thomastown)

Australian Labor Party - Policies while in
government, 1564.

Advertising - Government contracts, q 7, q 60, 118.

Borrowing and Investment Powers (Amendment) Bill,

Appropriation (1993-94, No. 1) Bill, 923.

14-49.

DDB Needham - Government contracts, q 7, q 60, 118.

Budget - Deficit, 54. Capital works allocation, q 352,
q 467. Capital Building Society, q 390.

Education - Bus services, 1120, 1262. Korweinguboora
Primary School, 1483.

Business of the House - Adjournment motion, 327.
Program, 1747.

Government Departments and Instrumentalities Tendering processes, q 7, q 60, 118.

Capital Building Society - Reference in Budget, q 390.

Grievances, 458, 1120.

Choice of Law (Limitation Periods) Bill, 1594.

National Bus Company, 1034.

Economy, The - Government policies, 54.

Personal Explanations, 1448.

Government, The -Industry statement, 327. Capital
works policy, q 352.

Points of Order - Questions without notice: answers,
7,389. Adjournment debate: admissibility of matter
raised, 1036; Remarks: misrepresentative, 1414;
unparliamentary, 1122, 1415; relevance, 1042.
Motion on Notice Paper, 1558.

Industry and Employment -Government policy, 327.
Capital works, q 467.
Land Tax (Further Amendment) Bill, 1018, 1421, 1431.
Limitation of Actions (Amendment) Bill, 1450.
Mineral Resources Development (Amendment) Bill,
1101.

Ministry, The - Premier: use of government resources,
q 1670.
Personal Explanation, 686.

Public Transport Bus Seroices - Privatisation, q 388. Contracts, 1034.
For schools, 1120, 1262. Portsea, 1878. Shelter in
Reservoir, 2404.
General - Fare increases, q 1015.
Rail Seroices - To Gippsland, 458. Vinelander,458.
Road Safety (Amendment) Bill, 1387, 1404.
Tobacco (Amendment) Bill, 1222.
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Transport (Amendment) Bill (No. 2), 1997,2008.

Transport (Amendment) Bill, 1476.

Transport, Department of - Advertising contract, q 7,
q 60,118.

Transport, Department of - Advertising contracts, q 7,
q60.

Bildstien, Mr (Mildura)

Brumby, Mr (Broad meadows) (Leader of the
Opposition)

Aboriginal Affairs - Mildura Aboriginal Cooperative,
742.

Agriculture, Department of - Relocation, 1813.

Agriculture, Department of - Representation at Royal
Melbourne Show, q 467. Mouse plague, 562, 645.

Appropriation (1993-94, No. 1) Bill, 691.

Appropriation (1993-94, No. 1) Bill, 606.

Auditor-General - Meeting with Premier, q 683, q 816.
Relationship with Parliament, q 818, 883, q 1147.

Food Processing Industry - Irymple Packaging Co.,
q 1278.
Grain Industry - Disease-resistant wheat, 1033.
Barley, q 2263.
Irymple Packaging Co., q 1278.
Mildura Aboriginal Cooperative, 742.

Armaments - Site of east coast complex, q 1918.

Australian Labor Party - Leadership, 569.
Business of the House - Program, 1066,2016.
Chiavaroli, Mr P., q 1493.
Christmas Felicitations, 2400.

Petitions - MARC library service, 325.

Community Services - Child protection services,
q 571, q 573.

Points of Order - Remarks: offensive, 584.

Constitution, The - Victorian, q 2074.

Royal Melbourne Show, q 467.

Economy, The - Regional Victoria, q 907.

Brown, Mr (Gippsland West) (Minister for Public
Transport)

Education - School closures, q 1012, q 1053. Rural
schools, q 2004. State system, 2145.
Electorates - Bendigo West, 1813.

Advertising - Government contracts, q 7, q 60.

Employee Relations (Amendment) Bill, 2382.

Appropriation (1993-94, No. 1) Bill, 931.

Firearms -Gun laws, q 1737.

Chattel Securities (Amendment) Bill, 1460.

Floods -In north-eastern Victoria, 889.

DDB Needham - Government contracts, q 7, q 60.

Government, The - Policies: rural Victoria. 1812;
tourism, 1814.

Education - Bus services, 1268, 1414.
Floods -In South Gippsland, 982.
Government Departments and Instrumentalities Tendering processes, q 7, q 60, q 135.
.
National Bus Company, 1043.
National Road Transport Commission - Report, 1279.
Points of Order - Admissibility of motion, 329.
Adjournment debate: admissibility of matters
raised, 1552.
Public Transport Bus Services - NightRider, q 59. Privatisation, q 388.
Contracts, 1043. For schools, 1268, 1414. Ferntree
Gully, 1794.
Corporation - Tendering processes, q 135.
General - Fare increases, q 1015. Safety of system,
1041. Railway honour board, q 1669.
Rail Services - Vinelander, q 468. Level crossings, 881,
982. Light rail link, 1041. Greensborough station
car park, 1267. Bookings in rural areas, 1553.
Warrnambool,1977.
Tram Seroices - Gladstone Park, 515.
Road Safety (Amendment) Bill, 1025, 1281, 1402, 1404.
Roads-

Corporation - Tow-truck drivers licences, 1655.
General- Speed limit on Mountain Highway, 880.
Roads and Highways - Better Roads Victoria
program, 1267.

Grievances, 1812.
Health - Ophthalmology services, q 1146.
Hospitals -Country, 1813.
Industry and EmploymentIndustrial Relations - National wage increase, q 1277.
Federal awards, 1814.
Unemployment - Rate, q 569, q 680, q 811. Statistics,
q 1667.
Industry Services -Coode Island, q 1918, q 2006,
q 2075, q 2164, q 2260, q 2355. Safer Chemical
Storage Taskforce, q 2006, q 2075, q 2164. q 2260.
JGK Nominees Pty Ltd, q 1228.
KNF Advertising - Premier's involvement, q 1228,
q 1231, q 1272, q 1358, q 1360, q 1443. q 1493, q 1585,
q 1826,2158,2170, q 2261. Roxburgh He:ghts
housing estate, q 1271. Contracts with government
agencies, q 1275, q 1441.
Ministry, The - Shadow portfolios, 569. Premier:
meeting with Auditor-General, q 683, q 816; private
interests, q 1228, q 1231, q 1272, q 1275, q 1358,
q 1360, q 1441, q 1493, q 1585, q 1587, q 1588,2158,
2170, q 2261; use of government resources, q 1443,
q 14%, q 1582, q 1583, q 1668, q 1826. Standards,
q 1587, q 1588, q 1668.
Personal Explanation, 722.
Petroleum Products - Petrol levy, q 773.
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Points of Order - Questions without notice: answers,
569, 908, 1827, 1920; admissibility, 1275, 1360, 1496,
1587. Remarks: withdrawal, 913; admissibility, 1065;
offensive, 2146. Procedure for debate, 2163.
Documents: tabling, 2164.
Public Sector Management (Amendment) Bill, 1158,
1185,1188,1209,1210.
Public Transport - Closure of country lines, 1813.
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Agriculture, Department of - Funding, 1193.
Appropriation (1993-94, No. 1) Bill, 641,945.
Appropriation (Parliament 1993-94, No. 1) Bill, 996.
Business of the House - Postponement, 112, 2403.
Sessional Orders, 405, 485, 488, 492, 495, 497.
Standing Orders, 536. Speaker's ruling, 1666.
Administration and operation, 2329.
Casino Control (Further Amendment) ~ill, 1533.

State Electricity Commission - Roxburgh Heights
housing estate, q 1271.

Casino (Management Agreement) Bill, 1533.

Taxation - Fuel levy, q 773.

Cattle and Swine Compensation (Amendment) Bill,
1445.

Tourism -

Effects of government policy, 1814.

Victorian Employers Chamber of Commerce and
Industry - Relocation of Coode Island facility,
q2355.
Victorian Relief Committee, q 911.
Chairman of Committees, The (Mr J. F. McGrath)

Rulings and SttdementsDebate - Procedure, 939, 942. Interjections, 973,
1186, 1783,2217,2225. Imputations, 1186. Scope,
2124. Remarks: unparliamentary, 2211; relevance,
2222.

Rulings and Statements as Deputy Speaker Debate - Interjections, 37, 97, 582, 655, 661,1172,
1566,1835,2142,2144,2145,2147,2148,2185,2198,
2241,2245,2257. Remarks: relevance, 148, 1786,
2142; through Chair, 182,852, 1786,2146,2147,
2148,2151,2183; offensive, 584, 2146. Use of
correct titles, 150, 2148. Quoting from Hansard,
605. Order of call, 831. Conduct of members, 854.
Scope, 1785. Breach of Juries Act, 1930.
Imputations, 2149. Procedure, 2206.
Clark, Mr (Box Hill)
Appropriation (1993-94, No. 1) Bill, 953.
80rrowing and Investment Powers (Amendment) Bill,
14.50.

Community Services - Preschool funding, 1134, 1651.
Crimes (Amendment) Bill (No. 2), 2125.
Education - Quality provision task forces, 207.
Balliang East Primary School, 261. Quality of
system, 1134. Changes to VCE, 1787.
Equal Opportunity (Amendment) Bill (No. 2), 1953.
Floods - In north-eastern Victoria, 896.
Gov4lrnment, The - Provision of services, 1133.
Standards, 1823.
Grievances, 1133, 1823.
Health and Community Services (Further Amendment)
Bill,2365.
Juries (Amendment) Bill, 1910.
Land Titles Validation Bill, 156.
Local Government (Miscellaneous Amendments) Bill,
2313.
Members - Conflict of interest, 1322, 1405.
Ministry, The - Standards, 1823. Premier: private
interests, 1823.
Petitions - Balliang East Primary School, 139, 278.
Coimadai Primary School, 139. Glenmore Primary
School, 140. Werribee and Bacchus Marsh district
primary schools, 140. Werribee line train service,
140. Electricity charge rebates, 326, 654. Hoppers
Crossing brothel, 2135.

Land Titles Validation Bill, 175.

Points of Order - Reflection on Speaker, 110.
Admissibility of motion, 330. Questions without
notice: answers, 572, 683; conclusions, 575;
reflections, 575. Adjournment debate: matter must
relate to government administration, 646, 793;
member must not canvass Bill, 792; admissibility of
matter raised, 796; offensive remarks, 798; relevance
of reply, 1410. Imputations, 716, 1123. Scope of
debate, 1815. Documents: identification, 1909.
Matter sub judice, 1956. Remarks: through Chair,
2148,2152.

Petitions - Institute of Educational Administration, 9.

Public Holidays Bill, 1684.

Points of Order - Offensive remarks, 1959.
State Owned Enterprises (Amendment) Bill, 1372.

Public Sector Management (Amendment) Bill, 1170,
1189, 1209, 1213.

Tattersall Consultations (Further Amendment) Bill,
1024.

Questions without Notice -Conduct, 1666.

CoghiU, Dr (Werribee)

State Taxation (Further Amendment) Bill, 1612.

8udget - Deficit, 51.
Business of the House - Program, 824.
Economy, The -Government policies, 51.
Equal Opportunity (Amendment) Bill (No. 2), 1969.
Evidence (Proof of Offences) Bill, 306.
Land Tax (Further Amendment) Bill, 1426.

Public Transport - Railway level crossings, 978.
Roads - School crossing supervisors, 649.

Aboriginal Affairs - Mabo ruling, 72.

Stock (Seller Liability and Declarations) Bill, 1664.
Summary Offences (Stolen Cattle) Bill, 366.
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Unclaimed Moneys (Amendment) Bill, 359.

Agriculture, Department of - Mouse plague, 565.

Werribee Golf Club - Flood damage, 1976.

Alpine Resorts Commission - Snow recreation
industry, 74.

Rulings and Statements as Acting Speaker Debate - Reading of speeches, 1307.

Animals - Red-eared turtles, 796.
Ballarat Chipping Company - Fulfilment of contracts,
124.

Cole, Mr (Melbourne)
Appropriation (1993-94, No. 1) Bill, 838, 970.
Association for the Blind (Braille and Talking Book
Library) Bill, 1452.
Business of the House - Adjournment motion, 370.
Chattel Securities (Amendment) Bill, 1979.

Chelsea - Drainage charge for beachfront properties,
209.
Conservation and Environment - Local strategies, 263.
Contamination of Port Phillip Bay, 317. Noxious
trees on French Island, 2131. Crown land in Perrett
Street, St Leonards, 2323.

City of Melbourne Bill, 1632.

Conservation and Natural Resources, Department of Logging contracts, 124.

Credit (Administration) (Amendment) Bill, 541, 550.

Dandenong - Tirhatuan Park golf course, 1556,2130.

Crimes (Amendment) Bill (No. 2), 2090, 2118.

Doncaster and Templestowe - Melbourne Water rates,
377.

Education - High schools: Flemington, 23; Debney
Park, 23. Flemington Primary School, 23.
Elliott, Mr J., q 1057, q 1145.
Equal Opportunity (Amendment) Bill (No. 2), 1465,
1933.

Environment Protection Authority - Pollution Watch
line, 1044.
Fishing Industry - Abalone poaching, 316. Trout
fishing in municipal swimming pools, 652.
Floods -In Maribyrnong, 652, 747. In north-eastern
Victoria, 1885.

Equal Opportunity, Commissioner for - Alleged
discrimination case against Attorney-General,
q 1357, q 1439, q 1440. Request from Minister for
Industry and Employment, q 1362.

Fruit and Vegetable Industry - Werribee South
growers, 317.

Evidence (Proof of Offences) Bill, 306.

Housing - Roxburgh Heights estate, q 1739.

Juries (Amendment) Bill, 1904.

Local Government - Local conservation strategies,
263. Trout fishing in municipal swimming pools, 652.

Law Reform Committee - Report on restitution for
victims of crime, 1746.

Maribyrnong - Floods, 652, 747.

Members - Naming and suspension, 574.

Master Builders Association - Roxburgh Heights
housing estate, q 1739.

Ministry, The - Attorney-General: alleged
discrimination case before Commissioner for Equal
Opportunity, q 1357, q 1439, q 1440. Minister for
Industry and Employment: request for details from
Commissioner for Equal Opportunity, q 1362.
Premier: statements, q 1739.

Melbourne Water - Drainage charge for beach front
properties, 209. Sale, 263. Moonee Ponds sewerage
facilities, 316. Rates, 377. Tirhatuan Park golf course,
1556,2130. Roxburgh Heights housing estate, q 1739.

National Crime Authority - Elliott investigation,
q 1145.

Perrett, Mrs E., 2323.

Personal Explanations, 685, 790.
Petitions - North Melbourne municipal boundaries,
2235.
Points of Order - Remarks: offensive, 23,1959.
Questions without notice: answers, 1362.
Appropriateness of Attorney-General's presence in
Chamber, 1462. Breach of Juries Act, 1929.
Police - Public Service cooperation, q 1145.

Mineral Resources Development (Amendment) Bill,
232.
Points of Order - Relevance of remarks, 66. Rule of
anticipation, 340.
Roads - Eastern Freeway extension, 564. Calder
Highway duplication, 565. Hensleigh Creek Road,
796.

Rural Water Corporation -Costs, 317.
Sale - Water authority funds, 318.
Sport, Recreation and Racing - Snow recreation
industry, 74.

Public Prosecutions, Director of - Proceedings against,
q 1057. Restructuring of office, q 2258, q 2352.

Springvale - Tip, 317.

Public Service -Cooperation with police, q 1145.

Tatura Milk Industries, 795.

Summary Offences (Stolen Cattle) Bill, 362.

Timber Industry - Ballarat Chipping Company, 124.

Tobacco (Amendment) Bill, 1225, 1236.

Tirhatuan Park Golf Course, 1556, 2130.

Water (Amendment) Bill, 302.
Torrumbarry Irrigators Privatisation Group, 317.
Coleman, Mr (Bennettswood) (Minister for Natural
Resources)

Water - Dartmouth dam, 124. Torrumbarry irrigators
area, 317. Waste management and supply, Tatura,
795,2062. Efficient toilets, q 2170.
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Water (Amendment) Bill, 302, 304, 305.
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Member must be in correct place to speak, 1943.
Scope, 2333.

Cooper, Mr (Mornington)
Davls, Mr (Essendon)
Appropriation (Parliament 1993-94, No. 1) Bill, 1010.
Business of the House - Sessional Orders, 410, 492.
Program, 2088.

Economy, The - Senate inquiry into Victorian
borrowings, q 243. Export figures, q 2261.

City of Melbourne Bill, 1629.

Hospitals - Waiting lists, q 1145.

Conservation and Environment - Noxious trees on
French Island, 2130.

Industrial Relations - Protest by Trades Hall Councl,
q572.

Crimes (Amendment) Bill (No. 2), 2120.

Planning - Pool and spa fenCing, q 2076.

Education (Amendment) Bill,2252.

Senate - Inquiry into Victorian borrowings, q 243.

Health - Cardiopulmonary resuscitation education
program, 206.

Dean, Dr (Berwick)

Juries (Amendment) Bill, 1928.
Occupational Health and Safety (Miscellaneous
Amendments) Bill, 777.

Credit (Administration) (Amendment) Bill, 555.
Economy, The -State Bank Victoria and
Tricontinental collapses, q 4.

Petitions - Roadworks: Bungower and
Frankston-Flinders roads, 325. Capital punishment,
391. Human life experimentation, 1062.

Government, The - Policies: effect on bonds, q 1357.

Planning - Mornington harbour, 1651.

Industrial Relations - National wage increase, q 2260.

Points of Order - Remarks: offensive, 2146; through
Chair, 2148. Imputations, 692, 2148. Adjournment
debate: imputations, 192; admissibility of matter
raised, 197. Questions without notice: imputations,
1234; admissibility, 1587. Member must be in correct
place to speak, 1416. Breach of Juries Act, 1930.
Port of Melbourne - Mornington harbour, 1651.
Public Bodies Review Committee - Report on
Metropolitan Fire Brigades Board, 1219.
Road Safety (Amendment) Bill, 1397.
Roads - Speeding motorists at school crossings, 2406.

Hospitals - Dandenong and District, 1485.
Law Courts -County Court appointments, q 1497.
Petroleum Products - Fuel levy, q 682.
State Bank Victoria, q 4.
Summary Offences (Stolen Cattle) Bill, 367.
Taxation - Fuel levy, q 682.
Tricontinental Corporation Ltd, q 4.

Delzoppo, Mr (Narracan) (See "Speaker, The
(Hon. J. E. Delzoppo)'')

Transport (Amendment) Bill (No. 2), 2013.

Rulings IInd Stlltements liS Acting Speaker -

Dollis, Mr (Richmond)

Debate - Imputations, 450, 451, 716, 1123. Reflection
on Chair, 452. Interjections, 454, 924, 1224. Remarks:
unparliamentary, 711, 873, 933; misleading, 844,
1122; relevance, 921, 1424; offensive, 1530;
withdrawal, 1530. Documents: incorporation, 924.
Call for quorum, 1864.

Appropriation (1993-94, No. 1) Bill,BSt.
Building Bill, 2366.
Ethnic Affairs - Services, 673.
Government, The - Policies: ethnic affairs, 673.
Housing - Roxburgh Heights estate, q 1828, q 2353.
Land (Further Amendment) Bill, 1019.

Cunningham, Mr (Melton)
Appropriation (1993-94, No. 1) Bill, 848.
Casino Control (Further Amendment) Bill, 1538.
Casino (Management Agreement) Bill, 1538.
Education -Sydenham Primary School, 1191.
Occupational Health and Safety (Miscellaneous
Amendments) Bill, 786.
Road Safety (Amendment) Bill, 1392, 1404.

Rulings IInd Statements as Acting Speaker Debate - Remarks: withdrawal, 347;
unparliamentary, 404; offensive, 1805, 1807, 1959;
misleading, 1806; relevance, 1943, 1961,2338.
Distinguished visitors, 1346. Interjections, 1942.

Land Titles Validation Bill, 187.
Master Builders Association - Roxburgh Heights
housing estate, q 1828, q 2353.
Mineral Resources Development (Amendment) Bill,
1077.
Planning and Environment (Amendment) Bill, 2294.
Points of Order - Adjournment debate: relevance of
reply, 1411; misleading, 1415. Questions without
notice: answers, 1362, 1498. Relevance of remarks,
1653. Imputations, 1814. Reading of speeches, 2168.
Comments of Minister for Finance, 2356.
Premier and Cabinet, Department of the - Relocation
of office, q 1058.
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Urban Land Authority - Roxburgh Heights housing
estate, q 1828, q 2353.

Petitions - Preschool funding, 276, 277. Kilsyth East
Primary School, 277. Club Keno, 820.
Women's Affairs - Services, q 1440.

Doyle, Mr (Malvern)
Adult, Community and Further Education
(Employment) Bill, 1296.

Finn, Mr (Tullamarine)

Ambulance Services - Metropolitan, 226.
Appropriation (1993-94, No. 1) Bill, 70l.

Australian Labor Party - Representation in
Parliament, 1135. Leadership, 1136. Former
members: Mr Kennan, 1136; Mr Gavin, 1137, 1814.

Association for the Blind (Braille and Talking Book
Library) Bill, 1453.

Business and Employment, Department of - Conduct
of employee, 792.

Attorney-General- Victim impact statements, q 2005.

Commonwealth-State Relations - Allegations in
Federal Parliament, 979.

Annual Leave Payments (Amendment) Bill, 249.

Casino Control (Further Amendment) Bill, 1535.

Ashes, The - Birthplace, 148l.

Casino (Management Agreement) Bill, 1535.

Community Services - Caloola Training Centre, 1137.
Economy, The - Credit rating, q 1738.

Education - National curriculum, q 107. Directorate of
School Education, q 684. Quality of system, 1139.
Schools of the Future program, 1141. Quality
provision program, 1141. State system, 2143.

Education - Victoria University of Technology, 1194.
Greenvale Primary School, 2060. Gladstone Park
Secondary College, 2060.

Education (Amendment) Bill, 2285.

Electoral - Broadmeadows by-election, 646.

Grievances, 1139.

Food Processing Industry - Production, 2407.

Land Titles Validation Bill, 184.

Government, The - Youth affairs policy, q 385.
Grievances, 1135, 1814.

La Trobe University (Amendment) Bill, 296.
Nurses Bill, 184l.
Petitions - Human life experimentation, 325. Maternal
and child health services, 653.
Teaching Service (Amendment) Bill, 1308.
Tobacco (Amendment) Bill, 1218.
Totalizator Agency Board - Distribution of surplus,
q 1016.
Elder, Mr (Ripon)
Education - State system, 2152.
Education (Amendment) Bill, 2279.
Petitions - Moonambel Primary School, 1503.
Points of Order - Admissibility of motion, 2138.

Industrial Relations - Federal policy, q 271. Minimum
wages, q 2074.
Keilor - Allegations by former councillor, 204.
St Albans North industrial policy, 1650. Activities of
councillors, 1816.
Meat Industry - Allegations in Federal Parliament,
979.
Ministry, The - Minister for Industry and
Employment: Asian trade mission, q 2353.
Petitions - Victoria University of Technology campus
on Caloola site in Sunbury, 139. Maternal and child
health centres, 212, 521. Preschool funding, 212, 519.
Macedon Ranges Water Authority, 2135.
Points of Order - Remarks: offensive, 516, 1807.
Adjournment debate: member must refer to
government administration, 793.

Teaching Service (Amendment) Bill, 1316.

Public Transport - Gladstone Park tramline, 510.

University of Ballarat Bill, 1994.

St Albans North Environment Group, 1650.
Tullamarine - Youth facilities, 372.

Elliott, Mrs (Mooroolbark)

Youth Affairs - Facilities in Tullamarine, 372.
Government initiatives, q 385.

Appropriation (1993-94, No. 1) Bill, 835.
Association for the Blind (Braille and Talking Book
Library) Bill, 1455.

Garbutt, Ms (Bundoora)

Crimes (Amendment) Bill (No. 2), 2124.

Appropriation (1993-94, No. 1) Bill, 696.

Education - Primary schools: Montrose, 457.
Opportunities for girls, q 1054.

Attorney-General- Community visitors program,

Education (Amendment) Bill, 2264.

Business of the House - Postponement, 255 .•

Gaming - Melbourne casino, q 268.

Central Highlands Disability Resource Services, 203.

Grievances, 457.

Citizens Advice Bureaus - Funding, 1408.

Juries (Amendment) Bill, 1908.
Law Courts - Children's Court building, q 573.
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Community Services Children - Preschool funding, 30, q 106, q 131, q 134,
q 241, 259, q 271, q 272, q 273, q 1016, 1106, 1124,
q 1499. Protection, 445, q 470, q 2078. Services:
reduction, 446; maternal and child health, 510,
q 813. Programs: preschool, 559; out-of-school
hours, 873. Respite care, 1649. Residential care,
q 2079. Abuse, q 2357.
Disability Seroices - Central Highlands Disability
Resource Services, 203. Respite care: children,
1649; fees, 2061.
General - Neighbourhood houses, 115. Western Port
Residential Association, 649. Community visitors
program, 2226.
Education - Primary schools: Macleod, 375; Watsonia
Heights, 745; Grimshaw, 1484, 1973.
Education (Amendment) Bill, 2282.
Equal Opportunity (Amendment) Bill (No. 2), 1942.
Firearms -Gun laws, 1881.
Grievances, 445, 1124.
Health - Warnings on cigarette packets, 791. Maternal
and child services, 510, q 813.
Health and Community Services (Further Amendment)
Bill, 2330, 2364, 2365.
Ministry, The - Minister for Finance: comments on
preschool funding, q 241. Minister for Community
Services: comments on Age article, q 2357.
Nurses Bill, 1845.
Personal Explanations, 685.
Petitions - Preschool funding, 81, 137,211, 321, 322,
323,437,578,819, 1061, 1203, 1501, 1557, 1657,2081.
School crossing supervisors, 321. Review of
psychiatric hospitals and community services, 321.
Protection for transport accident victims, 321.
Family planning services, 322. Maternal and child
health services, 322, 439, 578, 819, 1061, 1502, 1657,
2081. Neighbourhood houses, 323, 577, 819,1203,
1501, 1657. Watsonia North Primary School, 323.
State deficit levy, 324. Macleod Primary School, 520,
820. State education system, 820, 2081. Women's
prisons, 1502.
Points of Order - Reading of speeches, 30. Questions
without notice: answers, 132. Adjournment debate:
member must not canvass Bill, 792; mtters raised
must relate to government administration, 1882.
Scope of debate, 2333.
Western Port Residential Association, 649.
Women's Affairs - Employment branch, q 1744. Gun
laws, 1881.

Gude, Mr (Hawthorn) (Minister for Industry and
Employment)
Adult, Community and Further Education
(Employment) Bill, 622.
Agent-General's Bill, 2381.
Air Services - Essendon airport, 798.
Ambulance Services - Private, 2064. Country, 2064.
Metropolitan, 2064. Removal of bodies, 2132.
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Bransgrove, N. J. and N. F., Pty Ltd, 748.
Chemical Storage - Point Gellibrand, 649.
Community Services - Child abuse, 2324.
Crimes (Amendment) Bill (No. 2), 2236.
Economic Development (Repeal) Bill, 2318.
Education - Industry training boards, 987.
Collingwood Alternative School, 2411.
Employee Relations (Amendment) Bilt, 2327, 2328,
2391,2393,2395,2396.
Employment and Training (Amendment) Bill, 2317.
Fair Trading - Chain letter in Keilor, 2132.
Fire Services - Rowville station, 517. Country Fire
Authority: Langi Kal Kal station, 518.
Food Processing Industry - Production, 2411.
Gas and Fuel Corporation - Energy concessions, 2325.
Health -Psychiatric services, 2411.
Hospitals - Box Hill, 518. Altona District, 2064.
Housing - Roxburgh Heights estate, 2410.
India - Earthquake relief, 987.
Industry and Employment Employment - Programs, q 355.
Industrilll Relations - Workplace agreements, q 241.
Federal policy, q 271. Trades Hall Council, q 572.
~orkplace agreements, q 910. National wage
mcrease, 1337, 1349, q 2260. Minimum wages,
q 2074.
Industry Services -Chemical storage at Point
Gellibrand,649.
Land Titles Validation Bill, 142.
Law Courts - Prankston courthouse, 318. Justices of
the peace, 2065.
Members - Naming and suspension: Mr Cole, 574;
Mr Baker, 686.
Ministry, The - Minister for Industry and
Employment: Asian trade mission, q 2353.
Northcote Bingo Centre, 518.
Paravics Sports Club - Misappropriation of funds, 518.
Parliament -

Business of the House - Programming of Grievance
days, 332, 655. Sessional Orders, 333, 394, 482, 484,
487,490, 491, 492, 494, 496. Standing Orders, 525.
Program,581,821,1065,2084.
General - Report on revised Standing Orders, 327.
Joint Sittings - Victorian Health Promotion
Foundation, 821.
Petroleum Products - Fuel levy, 748.
Points of Order - Admissibility: motion, 327, 331,
2137; amendment, 822. Remarks: offensive, 516;
withdrawal, 681; relevance, 823; admissibility, 1065.
Adjournment debate: member must not canvass Bill
791, 792; member must refer to government
'
administration, 793; admissibility of matter raised,
984. Documents: incorporation, 924; tabling, 2162.
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Imputations, 1123. Reading of speeches, 2060.
Availability of motion, 2159. Scope of debate, 2384.
Police -Stations: Frankston, 318; Werribee, 2132.
Police Regulation (Discipline) (Amendment) Bill, 1979.
Public Sector Management (Amendment) Bill, 499.
Roads - Hard wiring of vehicle lights, 318. Goulburn
Valley Highway, 748. Sound barriers for South
Eastern Arterial, 2410.
Ryan Carlisle Thomas, Solicitors, 379.
Senate -Select Committee, 1065.
Shepparton and District Retirement Village, 1113.
SmaU Business - Strategic Industry Research
Foundation, 748.
Standing Orders Committee - Report on revised
Standing Orders, 327. Reference to, 472.
State Electricity Commission - Roxburgh Heights
housing estate, 2410.
Strategic Industry Research Foundation, 748.
Taxation -Fuel levy, 748.

Points of Order - Remarks: misleading, 854;
relevance, 921,1531,2224; unparliamentary, 1916,
2211. Adjournment debate: relevance of reply, 1410;
matter must relate to government administration,
2321. Imputations, 1815. Call for quorum, 1865.
Public Sector Superannuation (Administration) Bill,
1774.
Road Safety (Amendment) Bill, 1399.
Roads -Calder Highway duplication, 562.
Superannuation - Public sector, q 1920,2407.
Teaching Service (Amendment) Bill, 1318.
Transport Accident Commission - Claim by
Mr Wyatt, 2128.
Transport Safety Awards Pty Ltd, 2059.
Wyatt, Mr, 2128.

Hamilton, Mr (Morwell)
Adult, Community and Further Education
(Employment) Bill, 1291.

Unions - Australasian Meat Industry Employees
Union: alleged misuse of funds, 2325. Construction,
Forestry and Mining Employees Union: former BLF
members, q 1230. State Public Services Federation of
Victoria: workplace agreements, q 241.

Ambulance Services - Metropolitan, 228. Latrobe
Valley helicopter, 563. Country, 2058.

Urban Land Authority - Roxburgh Heights housing
estate, 2410.

Cattle and Swine Compensation (Amendment) Bill,
1432.

Wheekhair Sports Victoria, 518.

Community Services - Preschool funding, 46.

Wine Industry - Federal tax, q 390.

Education -

Appropriation (1993-94, No. 1) Bill, 610, 951.
Bransgrove, N. J. and N. F., Pty Ltd, 743.

WorkCover - Claims, 318. Levies, 379. Activities of
solicitors, 379.

Department - Advertising, 513.
General - School closures, q 912.
School Education - Primary schools: Carrajung, 1032;

Haermeyer, Mr (Yan Yean)

Tertiary Education and Training - Backyard

Munro, 1549; Erica, 1792.
Ambulance Services - Metropolitan, 220, 2059.

universities, 204.

Appropriation (1993-94, No. 1) Bill, 710.

Education (Amendment) Bill, 2276.

Business of the House - Program, 825, 1068.

Fair Trading - Chain letters, 980.

Education - Primary schools: Kangaroo Ground, 745;
Wol1ert, 1197; Apollo Parkways, 1326; Van Yean,
1547; Diamond Creek, 1789. Superannuation
packages, q 1920,2407.

Gas and Fuel Corporation - Energy concessions, 2321.

Ethnic Affairs - Services, 677.

Land Titles Validation Bill, 164.

Gas and Fuel Corporation - Security deposit for
supply connection, 1410.

La Trobe University (Amendment) Bill, 293, 299.

Government, The - Ethnic affairs policies, 677.
Health -Craigieburn Community Health Centre, 874.
Liquor Control (Amendment) Bill, 2216,2219, 2224.
Members - Donnybrook land rezoning by Mr Phillips,
72.
Mineral Resources Development (Amendment) Bill,

1094.
Ministry, The - Premier's London trip, 18.
Petitions - Public hospital in Epping, 2136.
Planning - Donnybrook land rezoning, 72.

Floods - In north-eastern Victoria, 899.
Gas and Fuel Corporation (Heatane Gas) Bill, 1287.

Law Courts - Central Gippsland Court Network, 1323.
Local Government (Miscellaneous Amendments) Bill,

2309.
Loy Yang B (Amendment) Bill, 67.
Melbourne Wholesale Fruit and Vegetable Market
Trust (Amendment) Bill, 2291, 2294.
Occupational Health and Safety (Miscellaneous
Amendments) Bill, 780.
Petitions - T AFE fees: college council service, 439;
enrolment, 440. Eastern Victorian Air Ambulance
Service, 883, 1658, 1797. Nurses Bill, 1658.
Petroleum Prod ucts - Fuel levy, 743.
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PIOintS of Order - Relevance of remarks, 65, 67, 1580.
P'ublic Holidays Bill, 1683.
Public Sector Superannuation (Administration) Bill,
1771.
State Electricity Commission - Latrobe Valley work
force, 73.
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Members - Studentship agreement of Or Vaughan,
q 1668.
Points of Order - Admissibility of motion, 2137.
Public Transport - Murray Valley school bus, 747.
Sloley, Mrs. L., 2131.

State Owned Enterprises (Amendment) Bill, 1377.

Sport, Recreation and Racing - Secondary school
sports, 377.

Stock (Seller Liability and Declarations) Bill, 1662.

Superannuation - Public sector, q 1920.

Taxation -Fuel levy, 743.

Teaching Service (Amendment) Bill, 1321.

Unclaimed Moneys (Amendment) Bill, 360.

University of Ballarat Bill, 1467, 1996.

University of Ballarat Bill, 1982.
Water (Amendment) Bill, 99.
WorkCover -Claims, 311.

Heffeman, Mr (Ivanhoe) (Minister for Small Business,
and Minister responsible for Youth Affairs)

Hayward, Mr (Prahran) (Minister for Education)

Dairy Industry - Measurement of bulk milk vat
containers, 262.
Government, The - Youth affairs policy, q 385.

Adult, Community and Further Education
(Employment) Bill, 1304.
Education Department - Directorate of School Education, q 684.
Superannuation packages, q 1920.
General - National curriculum, q 107. Quality
provision: program, q 242, q 243, q 1056; task
forces, 377, q 469, 796, q 814, q 818, q 1276. School
closures, 377, q 466, q 910, q 912, q 1012, q 1013,
q 1053, q 1054, 1265. Secondary school sports, 377.
Rural Schools Reconstruction Fund, q 1014.
Opportunities for girls, q 1054. Institute of
Educational Administration, 1553. Equity
program, 1705. State system, 2156. School
maintenance, 2324.
School EduCIltion - High schools: Flemington, 27;
Debney Park, 27; Oberon, 1329; Dandenong, 1411.
Primary schools: Flemington, 27; Balliang, 125;
Macleod, 377; Booroondara Park, q 545; Kangaroo
Ground, 747; Watsonia Heights, 747; Laverton
Park, 796,1705; Bonbeach, 1265; Hawksburn, 1328;
Apollo Parkways, 1329; Wantirna, 1411; Yan Yean,
1552; Munro, 1553; Box Hill, 1705; Ashburton
South, 1706; St Georges Road, 1793; Diamond
Creek, 1793; Sydenham, 1793; Erica, 1794;
Greenvale, 2063; Mountain Gate, 2324; Fair Hills,
2324; Preston North East, 2324. Rural, 124, q 2004.
Secondary colleges: Monterey, 124; Cranbourne,
376; Cobram, 1653; Numurkah, 1653; Reservoir
district, 1705; Richmond, 1793; Bayside, 1793;
Gladstone Park, 2063; Rowville, 2131; Strathmore,
2131. Staffing, q 274. VCE: book selection, 747;
changes, 1793. Niddrie cluster, 1266.
Non-government, q 1443. Languages other than
English, q 1828.
Students - Bus services, 747. Numeracy skills of
VCE,1328.
Teachers - Staffing levels, q 274, q 1829, q 2002.
Reclassification, 2131.
Tertillry EduCIltion and Training - RMIT Bachelor of
Applied Science course, 1794. Victorian Institute
of Marine Sciences, 2324.
Education (Amendment) Bill, 1204, 2288.
La Trobe University (Amendment) Bill, SO, 91, 299, 300.

Liquor Control (Amendment) Bill, 1031,2214,2215,
2218,2220,2223,2224,2226.
Liquor Licensing Commission - Reappointment of
commissioner, q 383, q 386, q 387. Comments of
Minister for Small Business, q 468, q 546.
Small Business - Regulation of weights and measures,
262. Assistance, q 2080.
Tullamarine - Youth facilities, 377.
Youth Affairs - Facilities in Tullamarine, 377.
Government initiatives, q 385. Rowville counselling
services, 514.
Henderson, Mrs (Geelong)
Appropriation (1993-94, No. 1) Bill, 714.
Association for the Blind (Braille and Talking Book
Library) Bill, 1456.
Budget - Initiatives for Geelong, q 351.
Community Services - Preschool funding, 44.
Crimes (Amendment) Bill (No. 2), 2110.
Firearms Act - Interpretation, q 1034.
Geelong, Greater - Budget initiatives, q 351. Progress,
q 1056. Transport, q 1919.
Law Courts - Judicial appointments for women, q 390.
Petitions - Preschool funding, 137, 211.
Public Transport - Initiatives for Geelong, q 1919.
Warmambool rail service, 1972.
Pyramid Group - Settlement of liabilities, q 1439.

Honeywood, Mr (Warrandyte)
City of Melbourne Bill, 1635.
Ethnic Affairs - Services, 655.
Government, The - Ethnic affairs policies, 655.
Petitions - Preschool funding, 519, 521. Norwood
Primary School, 654.
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Points of Order - Misleading remarks, 666.

Hyams, Mr (Dromana)

Education - Non-government schools, q 1443.
Fire Services - Country Fire Authority: Langi Kal Kal
station, 513.
Health - Private insurance, q 108.

Aboriginal Affairs - Government assistance, q 5.

Local Government - Quality assurance program, 1652.

Appropriation (1993-94, No. 1) Bill, 959.

Mineral Resources Development (Amendment) Bill,
1097.

Budget - Work force reduction program, q 1059.
Education - Budget, q 387.
Government, The - Assistance to Aborigines, q 5.

Petitions - Municipal restructure, 437. Gas and
electricity charges, 519. Central Highlands Disability
Resource Services, 1501.

Grievances, 460.

Public Transport - Railway honour board, q 1669.

International Year of the World's Indigenous Peoples,
q5.

Small Business - Assistance, q 2080.

Petitions - Pensioner allowances, 578.
Telecommunications Industry -Services, q 174l.
Wine Industry - Federal tax, 460. On Mornington
Peninsula, 461.

Jasper, Mr (Murray Valley)
Agriculture - Seed certification, 98l.

Superannuation - Public sector, q 811.
Timber Industry - Ballarat Chipping Company, 118.
University of Ballarat Bill, 1992.

John, Mr (Bendigo East) (Minister for Community
Services, and Minister responsible for Aboriginal
Affairs)
Aboriginal Affairs - Mabo ruling, q 1. Government
assistance, q 6. Mildura Aboriginal Cooperative, 747.

Alpine Resorts Commission - Snow recreation
industry, 69.

Australian Youth Foundation - Report, q 1586.

Appropriation (1993-93, No. 1) Bill, 738.

Citizens Advice Bureau -Chelsea, 2410.

Business of the House - Sessional Orders, 429.

Petitions - Day rehabilitation-respite care facility at
Yarrawonga, 9. Preschool funding, 138.

Community Services Children - Kindergarten teachers' ambit claims, 26.
Preschool funding, 35, q 132, q 134, q 271, q 272,
q 273,514, q 1016, 1110, 1111, 1198, 1653. Services:
protection, q 470, q 2078; support, 878.
Out-of-school-hours program, 878. Respite care,
1653. Child-care centre accreditation, q 2167.
Abuse, q 2357.
Disability Services - Karingal adult training support
agency, 74. Availability, 1110. Respite care:
children, 1653; fees, 1883, 2063; availability, 2131;
Geelong, 2409.
General-Orana Family Services, 1198. Swan House,
2131. Chelsea Citizens Advice Bureau, 2410.

Petroleum Products - Fuel levy, 20. Price differential,
1123.

Evidence (Proof of Offences) Bill, 310.

Points of Order - Remarks: misleading, 1122;
unparliamentary,1123.

Floods - In Maribyrnong, 513. In north-eastern
Victoria, q 816, 888.

Education - Rural schools, 117. Bus services, 744,
1407. Secondary colleges: Cobram, 1649,2227;
Numurkah, 1649,2227.
Floods - In north-eastern Victoria, 875, 894, q 909,
q 1057, 1791, 1882.
Gas and Fuel Corporation - Natural gas in Murray
Valley electorate, 1106.
Grievances, 1122.
Liquor Control (Amendment) Bill, 2211.

Public Transport - School bus services, 744, 1407.

Frankston - Preschools, 514.

Scrutiny of Acts and Regulations Committee - Report
on Subordinate Legislation Act, 1504.

Government, The - Assistance to Aborigines, q 6.

Sport, Recreation and Racing - Snow recreation
ind ustry, 69.
Wine Industry - Federal tax, 374.

Rulings and Statements as Acting Speaker Debate - Interjections, 363.

Jenkins, Mr (Ballarat West)
Ballarat Chipping Company - Fulfilment of contracts,
118.
Conservation and Natural Resources, Department of Responsibility for logging contracts, 118.

Health and Community Services (Further Amendment)
Bill, 2340.
Hospitals - May Day Hills, 1884.
International Year of the World's Indigenous Peoples,
q6.
Karingal Adult Training Support Agency - Funding,
74.
Kindergarten Teachers Association of Victoria, 26.
Land Titles Validation Bill, 152.
Mildura Aboriginal Cooperative, 747.
Ministry, The - Minister for Community Services:
comments on Age article, q 2357.
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Orana Family Services, 1198.

Land Titles Validation Bill, 49, 82, 202.

Personal Explanations, 2381.

Leeds Media and Communication Services Pty LtdGovernment contracts, q 5, q 1915.

Points of Order - Reading of speeches, 2168.
Summary Offences (Stolen Cattle) Bill, 370.
Swan House, 2131.
Youth Affairs - Support services, 878. Australian
Youth Foundation report, 1586. STAY hostel, 2063.
Kennett, Mr (Burwood) (Premier, and Minister for
Ethnic Affairs)

Liquor Licensing Commission - Reappointment of
commissioner, q 385.
Manufacturing Industry - Merchandise export, q 4.
Export opportunities in Asia, q 2073.
Melbourne, City of - Appointment of commissioners,
q 1917.
Melbourne Foodbank, q 1271.
Members - Conflict of interest, 1326, 1410.

Armaments -Site of east coast complex, q 1919.

Ministry, The - Premier: London trip, 23; wine sales,
q 774; meeting with Auditor-General, q 816; private
interests, q 1142, q 1228, q 1231, q 1272, q 1275,
q 1359, q 1360, q 1441, q 1493, q 1585, 2177, q 2261,
q 2262; use of government resources, q 1443, q 1582,
q 1583, q 1668, q 1827. Minister for Industry and
Employment: China visit, q 1494. Standards, q 1668.

Auditor-General- Meeting with Premier, q 816.
Relationship with Parliament, q 818.

Parliament - Joint Sittings: Victorian Health
Promotion Foundation, 1201.

Budget - Federal, q 270. Initiatives for Geelong, q 351.

Points of Order - Personal explanation procedure,
109. Remarks: offensive, 175,2172,2173; accuracy,
2160; un parliamentary, 2171. Questions without
notice: reflections, 775; answers, 1273, 1917.
Documents: tabling, 2161, 2164. Debate procedure,
2162,2163. Clarification, 2170.

Aboriginal Affairs - Mabo: effect on investment, q 2;
ruling, q 3, q 56, q 1013; Federal legislation, q 1053,
q 1825. Victorian land claims, q 4.
Advertising - Government contracts, 24, q 1915.
Agenda 21 - Projects, q 570, q 2259. Casino, q 2003.

Chiavaroli, Mr P., q 1493.
Christmas Felicitations, 2397.
Community Services - Preschool funding, q 106,
q 240, q 1499. Protection services, q 571, q 573.
Coode Island, q 1919.
Crime - Attack on Cheltenham Primary School
students, q 1582.
Economy, The - Tourism, q 104. Investment in
Victoria, q 104. Business and consumer confidence,
q 130. Credit rating, q 1738. Export figures, q 2261.
Ed and Amy's (Australia) Pty Ltd, q 2262.
Education - Boroondara Park Primary School, q 817.
Ethnic Affairs Commission - Appointments:
chairman, q 57; commissioners, q 354.

Police - Public Service cooperation, q 1056.
Premier and Cabinet, Department of the - Relocation
of office, q 1058.
Public Sector Management (Amendment) Bill, 1182,
1185,1186,1187,1188,1189,1190,1191,1192,1208,
1209,1210,1211,1212.
Public Service - Cooperation with police, q 1056.
Public Transport - Initiatives for Geelong, q 1919.
Pyramid Group - Settlement of liabilities, q 1439.

Floods - In north-eastern Victoria, q 1012.

Senior Citizens - Commonwealth taxes on pensioners,
q 242.

Food Processing Industry - Irymple Packaging Co.,
q 1278.

State Emergency Service - Communications system,
q58.

Gaming - Melbourne casino, q 268, q 2003.

State Library of Victoria - Refurbishment, q 2259.

Geelong, Greater - Budget initiatives, q 351. Progress,
q 1056. Transport, q 1919.

Taxi Services, q 1016, q 2165.

Superannuation - Public sector, q 811.

Government Departments and Instrumentalities Tendering processes, q 5, 24.

Tourism - Importance to economy, q 104.

Government, The - Policies: rural Victoria, 120; effect
on bonds, q 1357. Representation in Germany,
q 1827.

Unemployment - Training programs, q 104. Rate,
q 569, q 680, q 811, q 1014. Statistics, q 1667.

Industrial Relations - Trades Hall Council, q 814.
National wage increase, q 1278.

Wool Industry -Centralised sales, 119.

Transport Accident Commission - Privatisation, q 107.

Victorian Public Relations Pty Ltd, q 2262.

Irymple Packaging Co., q 1278.
JGK Nominees Pty Ltd, q 1142, q 1228, q 1231, q 2262.
Kindergarten Teachers Association of Victoria, q 240.
KNF Advertising - Boroondara Park Primary School,
q 817. Premier's involvement, q 1142, q 1228, q 1231,
q 1272, q 1359, q 1360, q 1443, q 1493, q 1585, q 1827,
2177, q 2261. Contracts with government agencies,
q 1275, q 1441.

Kilgour, Mr (Shepparton)
Adult, Community and Further Education
(Employment) Bill, 1302.
Aged Care - Shepparton and District Retirement
Village, 1109.
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Crime Prevention Committee - Reports: personal
safety on public transport system, 821, 2235.

Australasian Meat Industry Employees Union Alleged misuse of funds, 2320.

Dairy Industry - Measurement of bulk milk vat
contents, 259.

Australian Labor Party - Policies while in
government, 452. Performance in opposition, 454.
Leadership, 1804.

Education -St Georges Road Primary School, 1789.
Floods - In north-eastem Victoria, q 816, 1118,2323.

Budget - Federal, 453.

Grievances, 1118.

Conservation and Environment - Contamination of
Port Phillip Bay, 314. Dumping of refuse, 560.

La Trobe University (Amendment) Bill, 297.
Melboume Wholesale Fruit and Vegetable Market
Trust (Amendment) Bill, 2293.

Credit (Administration) (Amendment) Bill, 552.
Education - Polices of former Labor government, 453.

Petitions - MARC library service and MACC art
service, 10,325. Primary schools: Warrenbayne, 139;
Pine Lodge, 326; Dookie, 326; Currawa, 392.
Institute of Educational Administration, 326.
Preschool funding, 392, 653, 1557. Dookie Preschool
Play Centre, 579. Dookie Matemal and Child Health
Centre, 1797.

Grievances, 452, 1804.

Roads -Goulbum Valley Highway, 743.

Petitions - Parkdale cluster schools, 653. Preschool
funding, 653.

Shepparton and District Retirement Village, 1109.

Hospitals - Heatherton, 1409.
Members - Studentship agreement of Or Vaughan,
1548, q 1667.
Mentone Body Corporate Management, 874,1788.
Personal Explanations, 576.

Tatura Milk Industries, 791.

Planning - Springvale tip, 1260.

Water - Waste management and supply, Tatura, 791,
2058.

Points of Order - Remarks: unparliamentary, 347;
prejudicial, 449; through Chair, 692, 1308, 1786, 1808;
offensive, 695, 2176, 2403; repetitive, 1164.
Imputations, 1161. Debate procedure, 1161.
Adjoumment debate: misleading remarks, 1259;
matters raised must relate to government
administration, 1322; aspersions, 1322; members
must not seek change in legislation, 1405. Reading of
speeches, 1307. Reflections, 1775. Call for quorum,
1817.

Kimer, Ms (WilIiamstown)
Appropriation (1993-94, No. 1) Bill, 858.
Business of the House - Sessional Orders, 478.
Program, 823.
Casino Control (Further Amendment) Bill, 1524.

Public Transport - Safety of system, 1036.

Casino (Management Agreement) Bill, 1524.

Springvale - Tip, 314,1260.

Crimes (Amendment) Bill (No. 2),2121.
Education - Industry training boards, 979. School
closures, 1261. Richmond Secondary College, 1788.
State system, 2150. Heatherdale Primary School,

2228.
Education (Amendment) Bill, 2254.
Equal Opportunity (Amendment) Bill (No. 2), 1949.
Grievances, 1802.
Industry Services - Chemical storage: Point
Gellibrand, 645; Coode Island, 1802; Safer Chemical
Storage Taskforce, 1802.

Leighton, Mr (Preston)
Appropriation (1993-94, No. 1) Bill, 862, 957.
Business of the House -Sessional Orders, 413, 486,
489,493,495. Program, 1067.
Community Services - Preschool funding, 1650.
Education - Preston Secondary College, 646. Coburg
High School, 646. Reservoir district, 1702. Preston
North East Primary School, 2323.

Nurses Bill, 1866.

Employee Relations (Amendment) Bill, 2387, 2393,
2394,2396.

Petitions - Altona Gate Primary School, 654.

Grievances, 1137.

Points of Order - Adjournment debate: replies, 1265.
Remarks: offensive, 1530; withdrawal, 1530;
relevance, 1581; unparliamentary, 1958. Questions
without notice: answers, 2005.

Industrial Relations - National wage increase, 1332.

Leigh, Mr (Mordialloc)

Liquor Control (Amendment) Bill, 2206, 2213, 2214,
2217,2218,2222,2223,2225,2226.
Liquor Licensing Commission - Comments of
Minister for Small Business, q 546.
Local Government - Youth services, 1137.

Air Services - Moorabbin Airport, 1702.
Ambulance Services - Metropolitan, 230.
Appropriation (1993-94, No. 1) Bill, 918.
Attomey-General- Mentone Body Corporate
Management, 874, 1788.

Municipal Association of Victoria - Youth policy
officer, 1139.
Petitions - Psychiatric nursing, 1797. Unfenced pools
and spas, 2327.
Preston - Youth services, 1138.
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Public Sector Management (Amendment) Bill, 1166,
1185,1187,1188,1190,1191,1192,1208,1209,1210,
1211,1212.

Public Sector Superannuation (Administration) Bill,
1767.
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Education - Rowville Secondary College, 2127. School
maintenance, 2322. Mountain Gate Primary School,
2322. Fair Hills Primary School, 2322.
Fire Services - Rowville station, 205, 511.
Kerr's Quarry, 980.

Strategic Industry Research Foundation, 744.

Kindergarten Teachers Association of Victoria, q 239.

Sunday Entertainment (Repeal) Bill, 754.

Law Courts - Justices of the peace, 2061.

Transport (Amendment) Bill (No. 2), 2020.

Melbourne, City of - Appointment of commissioners,
q 1917.

Youth Affairs - Youth development worker subsidy
program, 1137.
Loney, Mr (Geelong North)
Appropriation (1993-94, No. 1) Bill, 705.
Business of the House - Postponement, 257. Sessional
Orders, 498.
City of Melbourne Bill, 1641.
Community Services - Preschool funding, 42.
Education - Institute of Educational Administration,
71,1548. Primary schools: North Shore, 314. Quality
provision task forces, 373. Voluntary departure
packages, 464. School closures, 1108. Oberon High
School, 1325.

Melbourne Water - Tirhatuan Park golf course, 1551.
Petitions - State deficit levy, 212. Preschool funding,
277. Stud field East Primary School, 325.
Points of Order - Imputations, 1809.
Public Transport - Ferntree Gully: bus service, 1790;
car parking at station, 1976.
State Electricity Commission - Knox land, 1325.
Superannuation - Parliamentary contributory fund,
q2355.
Tirhatuan Park Golf Course, 1551.
McArthur, Mr (Monbulk)

Education (Amendment) Bill, 2268.

Agenda 21 - Projects, q 2259.

Express Mailing Company, 2227.

Animals - Red-eared turtles, 794. Dangerous dogs,

Geelong - Road access to Institute of Educational
Administration, 71.
Grievances, 464.

Appropriation (1993-94, No. 1) Bill, 942.
Community Services - Respite care, 2128.

Land Titles Validation Bill, 197.

Crime - Attack on child in Monbulk electorate, 1548.

Mineral Resources Development (Amendment) Bill,

Education - Numeracy skills of VCE students, 1324.
Electricity Industry - Structure, q 133.

1099.

Occupational Health and Safety (Miscellaneous
Amendments) Bill, 761.
Petitions - Preschool funding, 137.

1196.

Health - Private insurance, q 2079.
Ministry, The -Minister for Industry and
Employment: China visit, q 1494.

Points of Order - Relevance of remarks, 825.

North American Free Trade Agreement, 2057.

Public Sector Management (Amendment) Bill, 1180.

Petitions - Emerald district community swimming
pool, 29. Education cuts, 29. Preschool funding, 29.
Belgrave South Primary School, 138. Schools on
Mount Dandenong Ridge, 521. Metropolitan
improvement rate, 1331.

Public Sector Superannuation (Administration) Bill,
1764.

Roads - Access to Institute of Educational
Administration, 71.
State Electricity Commission - Charges, 21.
State Taxation (Further Amendment) Bill, 1609.
Teaching Service (Amendment) Bill, 1315.

Points of Order - Documents: quoted, 1034; tabling,
1326. Adjournment debate: matters raised must
relate to government administration, 1882. Remarks:
relevance, 1962,2142,2156; offensive, 2172.

Water (Amendment) Bill, 101.

Roads - Speed limit on Mountain Highway, 876.

Wool Industry -Centralised sales, 116.

Sport, Recreation and Racing - Montrose football and
cricket clubs, 1107.

WorkCover - Actions of authority, 563.

State Electricity Commission - Structure, q 133.
State Library of Victoria - Refurbishment, q 2259.

Lupton, Mr (Knox)

State Trustee - Responsibilities, 647.

Aboriginal Affairs - Mabo: Federal legislation, q 1053.

Tourism - Dandenongs, 2230.

Ambulance Services - Non-emergency transport,

Wine Industry - Federal tax, q 389.

q546.
Appropriation (1993-94, No. 1) Bill, 964.
Community Services - Preschool funding, q 239.
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McGill, Mn (Oaldeigh)
Health - Private insurance, q 8.
Petitions - Hughesdale Primary School, 391.
Public Transport - Vinelllnder, q 468.
Roads - Sound barriers for South Eastern Arterial,
2406.
Taxi Services, q 1016, q 2165.
Women's Affairs - Public positions, q 1739.

Gas and Fuel Corporation - Security deposit for
supply connection, 1416.
Government, The - Mineral resources development
policy, 986.
Grain Industry - Disease-resistant wheat, 1045.
Barley, q 2263.
Meat Industry - Union scare campaign, q 1233.
Melbourne Wholesale Fruit and Vegetable Market
Trust (Amendment) Bill, 1688,2293,2294.
Mineral Resources Development (Amendment) Bill,
1084.

McGrath, Mr J. F. (Warmambool)

North American Free Trade Agreement, 2062.

Adjournment Debate - Interruption, 2007.

Probate Duty (Amendment) Bill, 1022.

Ambulance Services - Warmamboollocation, 206.

Public Sector Union - Meat industry, q 1233.

Business of the House - Program, 1067.

Royal Melbourne Show, q 467,651.

Fire Services -Country Fire Authority: Warrnambool
location, 206.
Health and Community Services (Further Amendment)
Bill, 2350, 2357.
Historic Shipwrecks (Amendment) Bill, 16.
Parliament - Report pm Legislative Assembly, 1115;
Parliamentary Library, 1115; Hansard, 1115; House
Committee, 1115; Presiding Officers, 1115.
Petitions - Budgetary measures, Mortlake, 884.
Preschool funding, 1061. Maternal and child health
services, 1417.
Police - Warmambool station, 205.
State Emergency Service - Warmamboollocation, 206.
Warmambool - Emergency services, 205. (See also
"Chairman of Committees, The'')

McGrath, Mr W. D. (Wimmera) (Minister for
Agriculture)
Agriculture -

Department - Representation at Royal Melbourne
Show, q 467, 651. Bendigo capital works program,
q 469. Mouse plague, 650. Funding, 1197.
Corporate services, q 1744.
General- Victorian produce, 880. Seed certification,
986.

Rural Finance (VEDC Abolition) Bill, 2316.
Stock (Seller Liability and Declarations) Bill, 1258, 1664,
2316.
Tattersall Consultations (Further Amendment) Bill,
1025.
Teaching Service (Amendment) Bill, 1027, 1028.
Victorian Abattoir and Meat Inspection Authority Report,lS03.
Wool Industry - Increased returns, q 2077.

McLellan, Mr (Frankston East)
Community Services - Child-care centre accreditation,
q 2167.
Corrections - Pentridge Prison, q 1359.
Education - Monterey Secondary College, 116.
Government, The - Representation in Germany,
q 1827.
Grievances, 1819.
Law Courts -Children's Court building, q 911.
Public Transport - NightRider buses, q 59.
Roads Corporation - Tow-truck drivers licences, 1653,
1819. Driving school industry, 1820.
Taxi Services, 1819.

Animals - Dangerous dogs, 1198.
Appropriation (1993-94, No. 1) Bill, 845.
Business of the House - Program, 1282, 1305,2085.
Orders of the Day, 1305.

Mac1ellan, Mr (Pakenham) (Minister for Planning)
Aboriginal Affairs - Mabo ruling, 76.

Cattle and Swine Compensation (Amendment) Bill,
989,1447.

Air Services - Moorabbin Airport, 1706.

Daratech Pty Ltd - Report for 1991-92, 278.

Building Bill, 1689, 2372.

Education - Primary schools: Carrajung, 1044; Glen
Katherine, 1044; Niddrie cluster, 1044.

Business of the House - Postponement, 111,254.
Program,lS05,1746.

Energy and Minerals - Development proposals, 986.

Chattel Securities (Amendment) Bill, 1981.

Floods - In north-eastern Victoria, 879, 898, q 1499,
1794,2325.
Fruit and Vegetable Industry - In East Gippsland,

q548.

Annual Leave Payments (Amendment) Bill, SO.

City of Melbourne Bill, 1249, 1648.
Collingwood Football Club - Planning issues, 1038.
Community Services - Neighbourhood houses, 121.
Parking facilities for the disabled, 1555.
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Corrections - Relocation of female prisoner, 75.
Cranboume - Road funding, 1887.
Education - Primary schools: Victoria Park, 1038;
Boroondara Park, 1039; Korweinguboora, 1488;
Grimshaw, 1488; Wallacedale North, 1887.
Environment Protection Authority - Discharge of
functions, 25.

Urban Land Authority - Estates, q 471. Roxburgh
Heights housing estate, q 1828, q 2353. Master
Builders Association, q 2352.

McNamua, Mr (Benalla) (Minister for Police and
Emergency Services, Minister for Corrections, and
Minister for Tourism)

Fair Trading - Consumer advisory services, 75.

Ambulance Services - Warrnamboollocation, 208.

Ford Motor Co. of Australia Lld - Broadmeadows
plant, 71.

Association for the Blind (Braille and Talking Book
Library) Bill, 1249.

Historic Shipwrecks (Amendment) Bill, 61, 63, S08.

Commonwealth-State Relations - Allegations in
Federal Parliament, 984.

Hospitals - Moorabbin, 75. Public, 1488. Dandenong
and District, 1489.
Housing - Roxburgh Heights estate, q 1828, q 2353.
Keilor -St Albans North industrial policy, 1654.
Land Titles Validation Bill, 49.
Local Government (Miscellaneous Amendments) Bill,
2053,2315.
Loy Yang B (Amendment) Bill,92.
Master Builders Association - Roxburgh Heights
housing estate, q 1828, q 2353. Urban Land
Authority, q 2352.
Members - Donnybrook land rezoning by Mr Phillips,
78.
Motor Vehicle Industry - Ford plant, Broadmeadows,
71.
Planning - Donnybrook land rezoning, 78. Metropolis
conference, q 912. Collingwood issues, 1038.
Springvale tip, 1266. Loch Sands resort
development, Gippsland, 1489. Mornington
harbour, 1654. Pool and spa fencing, q 2076.
Planning and Environment (Amendment) Bill, 1694,
2302,2304,2305.
Points of Order - Reflection on Speaker, 110.
Adjournment debate: members must not seek
legislation, 743. Remarks: misleading, 853;
relevance, 1580. Questions without notice: must
have factual basis, 1235; offensive remarks, 1362.
Substance of motion, 1747.
Ports-

Geelong - St Leonard's pier, 1488.
Melbourne - Mornington harbour, 1654.
Public Sector Superannuation (Administration) Bill,
1889,1919.
Public Transport - Bus services, Portsea, 1886. Met
delays, 1886.
Roads - Better Roads Victoria program, 1887.
Sunshine Avenue, Keilor Downs, 1887. Funding,
1887.
St Albans North Environment Group, 1654.
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Corrections - Prisons: Fairlea, 208, 1413; drugs, q 386;
report on system, 752; Pentridge, q 1359, 1486,
q2080.
Crimes (Amendment) Bill (No. 2), 1456.
Deputy Ombudsman (Police Complaints) - Report on
Operation Iceberg, 1889.
Economy, The - Regional Victoria, q 907.
Elliott, Mr J., q 1055, q 1145, q 1497.
Emergency Services -11444 number, 1976.
Fire Services - Rowville station, 208. Country Fire
Authority: Warrnamboollocation, 208.
Firearms - Interpretation of Act, 1037. Gun laws,
q 1737.
Floods - Relief, q 545. In north-eastern Victoria, 891,
q 909, q 1057.
Grievances, 443.
KNF Advertising - Premier's involvement, 2187.
Land Titles Validation Bill, 190.
Meat Industry - Allegations in Federal Parliament,
984.
Ministry, The -Minister for Police and Emergency
Services: Victorian Airlines Pty Lld, 443;
representation to chief commissioner, q 1055;
criticism of Director of Public Prosecutions, q 1497.
Minister for Tourism: visit to Movieworld, q 547,
q 548. Premier: private interests, 2187.
National Crime Authority - Elliott investigation,
q 1055, q 1145.
Points of Order - Remarks: unparliamentary, 1229.
Questions without notice: admissibility, 1275, 1496.
PoliceCrime -Gang violence, 1037. Attack on child in
Monbulk electorate, 1553.
General- User-pays guidelines, q 273. Air Wing,
443. Public Service cooperation, q 1145.
Stations - Warmambool, 208. Dandenong, 209.

Springvale - Tip, 1266.

Police Regulation (Discipline) (Amendment) Bill, 20SO,
2192.

State Electricity Commission - Charges, 25. Latrobe
Valley work force, 71.

Public Prosecutions, Director of - Criticism by
Minister for Police and Emergency Services, q 1497.

State-owned Enterprises - Privatisation, 25.

Public Service - Cooperation with police, q 1145.

Totalizator Agency Board - Proposed sale, 123.

Sport, Recreation and Racing - Birthplace of the
Ashes, 1486. Kite flying, 1487.
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State Emergency Service - Warmamboollocation, 208.
Tourism - Birthplace of the Ashes, 1486. Adventure
holidays, q 20'79. Dandenongs, 2231.

Women's Affairs - Employment in government
departments, 2322.

Tourism Victoria - Strategic business plan, q 1361.

Maughan, Mr (Rodney)

Victorian Airlines Pty Ltd, 443.

Adult, Community and Further Education
(Employment) Bill, 1303.

Victorian Relief Committee, q 911.
Warmambool- Emergency services, 208.
Wine Industry - Federal tax, 378.

Cattle and Swine Compensation (Amendment) Bill,
1437.
Education - Teacher accommodation in Kyabram,
1194.

Marple, M. (Altona)

Floods - In north--eastern Victoria, q 1012, 1127, q 1499.

Adult, Community and Further Education
(Employment) Bill, 1300.

Government Employee Housing AuthOrity - Teacher
accommodation in Kyabram, 1194.

Advertising -Sexist, 741.

Grievances, 1127.

Agriculture - Victorian produce, 875.

Petitions - MARC library service and MACC art
service, 138. Primary schools: Ballendella, 277;
Echuca West, 278. Preschool funding, 325. State
education system, 578. Petrol prices, 751. Motorcycle
safety,1503.

Appropriation (1993-94, No. 1) Bill, 730, 961.
Business of the House - Sessional Orders, 420.
City of Melbourne Bill, 1646.
Community Services - Preschool funding, 1652.

Torrumbarry Irrigators Privatisation Group, 314.

Corrections - Fairlea Prison, 206,1407.

Water - Torrumbarry irrigation area, 314.

Education - Laverton Park Primary School, 790, 1703.
Bayside Secondary College, 1791.

Rulings and Statements as Acting Speaker Debate - Interjections, 1775.

Education (Amendment) Bill, 2272.
Floods - In north--eastern Victoria, 884, 901.
Fruit and Vegetable Industry - Werribee South
growers, 313.
Government Departments and Instrumentalities Employment of women, 2322.
Government, The - Rural policy, 118.
Grievances, 1820.

Micallef, Mr (Springvale)
Annual Leave Payments (Amendment) Bill, 247.
Appropriation (1993-94, No. 1) Bill, 628.
Armaments - Location of new complex, q 58.
Business of the House - Sessional Orders, 433.
Employee Relations (Amendment) Bill, 2385, 2393, 2395.

Hospitals - Monash Medical Centre, 1820. Funding,
1821. Altona District, 2059.

Ethnic Affairs - Services, 679.

Housing - Roxburgh Heights estate, q 1739.

Gaming Machine Control (General Amendment) Bill,

Industrial Relations - National wage increase, 1343.
Land Titles Validation Bill, 192.
Master Builders Association - Roxburgh Heights
housing estate, q 1739.
Melbourne Water - Sale, 260. Roxburgh Heights
housing estate, q 1739.
Mineral Resources Development (Amendment) Bill,
1081.
Occupational Health and Safety (Miscellaneous
Amendments) Bill, 771, 776.
Petitions - Altona Hospital, 81, 519.
Planning and Environment (Amendment) Bill, 2301.
Points of Order - Offensive remarks, 423. Tabling of
documents, 2162.
Police - Werribee station, 2130.

1903.

Government, The - Ethnic affairs policy, 679.
Industrial Relations - National wage increase, 1339.
Industry Services - Chemical storage: Safer Chemical
Storage Taskforce, q 57, q 2076, q 2166, q 2167;
Coode Island, q 2076, q 2166, q 2167.
Ministry, The - Minister for Industry Services:
overseas visit, q 57.
Occupational Health and Safety (Miscellaneous
Amendments) Bill, 755.
Petitions - Preschool funding, 81, 323. Sunday
trading, 212, 326. State defictt levy, 324,1115.
WorkCover, 989, 2135. Mausoleums, 1889.
Points of Order - Remarks: through Chair, 106;
misleading, 1806. Adjournment debate: only one
matter to be raised, 1036; relevance of remarks, 1042.
Imputations, 1356.

Rural Water Corporation - Costs, 313.

Public Holidays Bill, 1672.

State Owned Enterprises (Amendment) Bill, 1376.

Public Sector Management (Amendment) Bill, 1177,
1178,1189, 1191, 1211.

Water - Efficient toilets, q 2169.
Water (Amendment) Bill, 93, 304, 305.
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Public Sector Superannuation (Administration) Bill,
1761,1785.
Sunday Entertainment (Repeal) Bill, 753.
Tobacco (Amendment) Bill, 1224.
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Napthine, Dr (Portland)
Ambulance Services - Metropolitan, 222.

Transport (Amendment) Bill (No. 2),2018.

Business of the House - Postponement, 256.

WorkCover - Levies, 22.

Community Services - Preschool funding, 40.
Fishing Industry - Abalone poaching, 312.

Mildenhall, Mr (Footscray)

Health - Bush nursing services, 564.

Appropriation (1993-94, No. 1) Bill, 638, 967.

Health and Community Services (Further Amendment)
Bill, 2344, 2365, 2366.

Australian Labor Party - Policies while in
government, 1579.

Hospitals - Bush nursing, 564.

Business of the House - Program, 824.
Casino Control (Further Amendment) Bill, 1520, 1544,
1545.

Nurses Bill, 1849, 1876.
Petitions - MARC library service, 1503. Capital
punishment, 1503. Maroona Consolidated Primary
School, 1797. Human life experimentation, 2135.

Casino (Management Agreement) Bill, 1520.

Points of Order - Questions without notice, 550.

Community Services - Psychiatric services, 1817,
2060. Child abuse, 2320.

Water (Amendment) Bill, 96.

Corrections - Pentridge Prison, 1481.
Education - Primary schools: Maribyrnong, 261;
Bulleen, 1194; Hawksburn, 1323; Wallacedale North,
1882. Secondary school sports, 376, 462. Equity
program, 1703. Teacher reclassification, 2127. State
system, 2154. CollingvJood Alternative School, 2407.

Pandazopoulo8, Mr (Dandenong)
Aboriginal Affairs - Racist remarks, 2319.
Agriculture, Department of - Representation at Royal
Melbourne Show, 648.

Education (Amendment) Bill, 2249.

Appropriation (1993-94, No. 1) Bill, 936.

Fair Trading - Consumer advisory services, 71.

Community Services - Preschool funding, 1195.

Floods - In Maribyrnong, 509, 647.

Conservation and Environment - Local strategies, 260.

Grievances, 461,1817.

Cranbourne - Community services, 1324. Road
funding, 1883.

Health and Community Services (Further Amendment)
Bill, 2349.

Education - Dandenong High School, 1409.
Ashburton South Primary School, 1704.
South-eastern Education Task Force, 2229.

Hospitals - Footscray Psychiatric, 1817.
Local Government (Miscellaneous Amendments) Bill,
2311.
Maribyrnong - Floods, 509, 647.
Mineral Resources Development (Amendment) Bill,
1085.
Nurses Bill, 1859.
Petitions - Task force recommendations and funding
in western suburbs schools, 1061. Tottenham goods
yard, 1279. Bulleen Primary School, 1658.

Environment Protection Authority - Pollution Watch
line, 1035.
Health -Cranbourne Community Health Service,
1324.
Hospitals - Alfred, 876.
Industrial Relations - National wage increase, 1345.
Local Government - Local conservation strategies, 260.
Occupational Health and Safety (Miscellaneous
Amendments) Bill, 767.

Points of Order - Relevance of remarks, 1580.

Police - Dandenong station, 207.

Road Safety (Amendment) Bill, 1395.

Roads - Funding, 1883.

Secondary School Sports Association, 462.

Royal Melbourne Show, 648.

Sloley, Mrs L., 2127.

Western Port Development Council, 561.

Sport, Recreation and Racing - Secondary school
sports, 376,462. Funding, 463. Youth holiday
programs, 795. State aquatic centre, 981.

Paterson, Mr (So~th Barwon)

State Historian - Abolition of position, 1107.

Commonwealth-State Relations - WorkCover
legislation, q 773.

State Taxation (Further Amendment) Bill, 1602.
Teaching Service (Amendment) Bill, 1311.

Community Services - Respite care, Geelong, 2408.

Totalizator Agency Board - Proposed sale, 119.

Economy, The - Expenditure restraint programs,
q 547. Performance, q 1583.

Youth Affairs - Holiday programs, 795.

Industrial Relations - Workplace agreements, q 910.
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Petitions - Emergency teachers, 10. Maternal and
child health centres, 139.
WorkCover - Commonwealth social security
payments, q 773.

Grievances, 1809.
Industry Services - Chemical storage: Safer Chemical
Storage Taskforce, q 57, 1809, q 2006, q 2075, q 2077,
q 2165, q 2166, q 2167, q 2260; Coode Island, 1809,
q 2006, q 2075, q 2077, q 2165, q 2166, q 2167, q 2260,
q2355.

Perrin, Mr (Bulleen)

Land Titles Validation Bill, 195.

Appropriation (1993-94, No. 1) Bill, 614.

Ministry, The - Minister for Industry Services:
overseas visit, q 57.

Australian Labor Party - Policies while in
government, 1558.
Crimes (Amendment) Bill (No. 2), 2102.
Environment and Natural Resources Committee Report on eductor dredging, 1062.
Industrial Relations - National wage increase, 1341.
Occupational Health and Safety (Miscellaneous
Amendments) Bill, 764.
Points of Order - Rule of anticipation, 339. Relevance
of remarks, 1579, 1580, 1581. Scope of debate, 2383.
Roads - Hard wiring of vehicle lights, 315. Eastern
Freeway extension, 562.
Shop, Distributive and Allied Employees
Association - Membership, 1197.

Occupational Health and Safety (Miscellaneous
Amendments) Bill, 524, 787.
Points of Order - Adjournment debate: admissibility
of matter raised, 797. Scope of debate, 1815.
Public Holidays Bill, 1417, 1686.
Sunday Entertainment (Repeal) Bill, 523, 755.
Unclaimed Moneys (Amendment) Bill, 361.
Victorian Employers Chamber of Commerce and
Industry - Relocation of Coode Island facility,
q 2355.
WorkCover - Levies, 27.

PeuIich, Mn (Bentleigh)
Appropriation (1993-94, No. 1) Bill, 974.

Perton, Mr (Doncaster)

Australian Youth Foundation - Report, q 1586.

Appropriation (1993-94, No. 1) Bill, 624.

Business of the House - Sessional Orders, 434, 474.

Casino Control (Further Amendment) Bill, 1528.

Education - Quality provision task forces, q 1276.
Royal Melbourne Institute of Technology Bachelor
of Applied Science course, 1792.

Casino (Management Agreement) Bill, 1528.
Doncaster and Templestowe - Melbourne Water rates,
373.
Economy, The - Future, 232.

Education (Amendment) Bill, 2287.
Equal Opportunity (Amendment) Bill (No. 2) Bill, 1947.

Equal Opportunity (Amendment) Bill (No. 2), 1957.

Ethnic Affairs - Services, 669.

Land Titles Validation Bill, 199.

Ethnic Affairs Commission - Appointments:
chairman, q 57; commissioners, q 354.

Melbourne Water - Rates, 373.
Parliament - Committee system, 1350.
Points of Order - Remarks: misleading, 844;
relevance, 1943; unparliamentary, 1958. Matter sub
judice, 1956.
Scrutiny of Acts and Regulations Committee - Alert
Digest: Nos 10 and 11, 10; No. 12, 140; No. 13,392;
No. 14,579; No. 15, 1062; No. 16, 1557; No. 17, 1745;
No. 18,1890; No. 19,2082; No. 20, 2235. Reports:
second cumulative, 10; Equal Opportunity Act 1984,
1062, 2235; House of Lords Select Committee, 1332;
subordinate legislation, 1332; World Conference on
Human Rights, Vienna, Austria, 2082; Australasian
and Pacific Conference on Delegated Legislation
and Scrutiny of Bills, 2082; Interpretation of
Legislation Act, 2082.

Government, The - Ethnic affairs policy, 669.
Health - Initiatives for women, 1408.
Teaching Service (Amendment) Bill, 1320.
Women's Affairs - Health initiatives, 1408.
Youth Affairs - Australian Youth Foundation report,

q 1586.
PhiIlip., Mr (Eltham)
Agenda 21 - Casino, q 2003.
Auditor-General- Comments on failed financial
institutions, q 1232.
Education - Quality provision task forces, q 818. Glen
Katherine Primary School, 1037.

Pescott, Mr (Mitcham) (Minister for Industry Services)

Gaming - Melbourne Casino, q 2003.

Annual Leave Payments (Amendment) Bill, 90, 252.

Government Departments and Instrumentalities Tendering processes, q 135.

Armaments - Location of new complex, q 59.
Business and Employment, Department of - Conduct
of employee, 796.
Business of the House - Postponement, 255.

Petitions -State education system, 439. Teacher
reductions, 751. Watsonia Heights Primary School,
883. Preschool funding, 1115. Casual replacement
teacher budget, 1115.
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Points of Order - Unparliamentary remarks, 1862.

Meat Industry - Union scare campaign, q 1233.

Public Transport Corporation - Tendering processes,
q 135. Greensborough car park, 1263.

Mineral Resources Development (Amendment) Bill,
291, 1103, 1106, 1148, 1149, 1150, 1151, 1152, 1153,
1154,1156.

Roads - Better Roads Victoria program, 1880.
Totalizator Agency Board - Telephone betting
accounts, 1974.

Personal Explanations, 1203.

Youth Affairs - STAY hostel, 2059.

Petroleum (Submerged Lands) (Amendment) Bill, 507,
753.

Plowman, Mr A. J. (Benambra)

Points of Order - Relevance of remarks, 64, 65, 67.
Adjournment debate: admissibility of matter raised,
982.

Aboriginal Affairs - Mabo ruling, q 1013.
Agriculture, Department of - Corporate services,
q 1744.
AMRAD Corporation Ltd, q 1495.

Public Sector Union - Meat industry, q 1233.
State Electricity Commission - Roxburgh Heights
housing estate, q 1271, q 1495, q 2073. Knox land,
1329.

Attorney-General - Minors, 2405.

Urban Land Authority - Roxburgh Heights housing
estate, q 1495.

Beckett, Mrs J., 2228.

WorkCover - Levies, 375.

Grievances, 1822.
Hospitals - May Day Hills, 1881.
Motor Vehicles - LPG conversions, 1195.
Petitions - Preschool funding, 1331.

Reynolds, Mr (Gisborne) (Minister for Sport,
Recreation and Racing)

Petroleum Products - LPG conversions, 1195.

Gaming - Withdrawal of Totalizator Agency Board
from Crown Casino Ltd consortium, q 270.

Points of Order - Reading of speeches, 1117.

Masters Games, 1112.

Public Transport - Rail bookings in rural areas, 1550.

Racing (Further Amendment) Bill, 504, 1245.

Roads - Federal government funding, 1822.

Sport, Recreation and Racing - State aquatic centre,
985. Monbulk football and cricket clubs, 1112.
Masters Games, 1112.

Small Claims Tribunal - Reasons for decision, 1322.
Smith, Mr N. - Small Claims Tribunal decision, 1322.
State Emergency Service - Communications system,
q58.

Totalizator Agency Board - Withdrawal from Crown
Casino Ltd consortium, q 270. Distribution of
surplus, q 1016. Chairman, q 1233.

Superannuation - Public sector, q 813.
Transport Accident Commission - Claim by Mrs J.
Beckett, 2228.
Water - Dartmouth dam, 115.

Richardson, Mr (Forest Hill)

Plowman, Mr S. J. (Evelyn) (Minister for Energy and
Minerals, and Minister Assisting the Treasurer on
State Owned Enterprises)

Business of the House - Sessional Orders, 403.
Standing Orders, 533. Program, 2087.

Appropriation (Parliament 1993-94, No. 1) Bill, 1000.

Business of the House - Program, 1067.
Electricity Industry Bill, 1479.
Energy and Minerals - Kerr's Quarry, 983.
Gas and Fuel Corporation - Natural gas: Bellarine
Peninsula, 983; Murray Valley electorate, 1111.
Gas and Fuel Corporation (Heatane Gas) Bill, 1029,
1289.

Housing - Roxburgh Heights estate, q 1495.
Juries (Amendment) Bill, 1157.
Kerr's Quarry, 983.
KNF Advertising - Roxburgh Heights housing estate,
q 1271, q 2073.

Education (Amendment) Bill, 2274.

HanSllrd - Record, 245.
Historic Shipwrecks (Amendment) Bill, 62.
Ministry, The - Minister for Finance: Alleged
alteration of HanSllrd record, 245.
Points of Order - Reflection on Speaker, 110.
Admissibility of motion, 330. Questions without
notice: reflections, 575; admissibility, 1360, 1587,
1668. Remarks: offensive, 2176.

Rulings and Statements as Acting SpeakerDebate - Remarks: relevance, 159,252; repetition,
965; through Chair, 1018, 1936; unparliamentary,
1019,1995. Rule of anticipation, 340, 341. Use of
correct titles, 631, 1020, 1527.

Loy Yang B (Amendment) Bill, 68, 93.
Master Builders Association - Roxburgh Heights
hOUSing estate, q 1495, q 2073.

Roper, Mr (Coburg)
Alcohol - Dependency services, 560.
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Ambulance Services - Metropolitan, q 136, 213. In
eastern suburbs, 1109. Private, 1550, 2057.
Annual Leave Payments (Amendment) Bill, 50.

Casino Control (Further Amendment) Bill, 1506, 1543,
1544,1545.
Casino (Management Agreement) Bill, 1506, 1546, 1590,
1591,1594.
City of Melbourne Bill, 1644.
Community Services - Preschool funding, 37.
Burdekin report, 1264. Special accommodation, 1704.
Credit (Administration) (Amendment) Bill, 554.
Crimes (Amendment) Bill (No. 2), 2236.

Pharmacists (Amendment) Bill, 1283.
Points of Order - Questions without notice: answers,
1,7,9, 104, 130, 272,550, 1146, 1742; matter already
debated,1147;musthavefactualbasis,1235;absence
of Ministers, 1236; admissibility, 1587, 1668.
Adjournment debate: relevance of remarks, 75.
Documents: tabling, 204, 2162. Admissibility of
motion, 329, 331, 2138. Remarks: withdrawal, 516;
relevance, 1215, 2337. Rule of anticipation, 2005.
Procedure for debate, 2163, 2206. Reading of
speeches, 2167.
Police Regulation (Discipline) (Amendment) Bill, 19'79.
Racing (Further Amendment) Bill, 1239, 1246.

Education -School closures, 373.

Scrutiny of Acts and Regulations Committee - Alert
Digest No. 17, 1745.

Employee Relations (Amendment) Bill, 2328.

Standing Orders Committee - Reference to, 472.

Evidence (Proof of Offences) Bill, 1248.

State Taxation (Further Amendment) Bill, 1599.

Gaming - Withdrawal of TAB from Crown Casino
consortium, Ltd, q 269.

Tobacco (Amendment) Bill, 1213, 1238.

Gaming Machine Control (General Amendment) Bill,
1893,1901,1902.

Totalizator Agency Board - Withdrawal from Crown
Casino Ltd consortium, q 269.
TT-Line Gaming Bill, 2236.

Government, The - Departmental performance
agreement, q 1742, q 1743.
Grievances, 455, 1128.
Health-

Drugs - Dependency services, 560.
General- Surrogacy, q 9. Services: Heathcote, 262;
ophthalmology, 2228; psychiatric, 2406.
Health and Community Services, Department of Health services reports, 1406. Performance
agreement, q 1742, q 1743.
Health and Community Services (Further Amendment)
BiII,2342.
Historic Shipwrecks (Amendment) Bill, 14, 62, 63, 508.
Hospitals - Moorabbin, 71. Country, 114,455, q 549,
1128. Beeac and District, 455. Macarthur and District
Memorial, 456. Mortlake District, 456. Box Hill, 512.
Wimmera Base, 1129. Mildura Base, 1129, 1130.
Latrobe Regional, 1129, 1131. Hamilton Base, 1129,
1130. Gippsland Base, 1129. Swan Hill District, 1129.
Wangaratta District Base, 1129. Peter MacCallum
Cancer Institute, 1130. Goulburn Valley Base, 1130.
Public, 1484.
Land Tax (Further Amendment) Bill, 1428.
Land Titles Validation Bill, 143.

Rowe, Mr (Cranbourne)
Australian Loan Council - Borrowing limits, q 1274.
Community Services - Preschool funding, 48.
Education - Victorian Institute of Marine Sciences,
2322.
Industrial Relations - Trades Hall Council industrial
action, q 814.
Manufacturing Industry - Export opportunities in
Asia, q 2073.
Master Builders Association - Urban Land Authority,
q 2352.
Planning - Proposed sawmill, Healesville, 1262.
Senior Citizens - Commonwealth taxes on pensioners,
q242.
Timber Industry - Proposed sawmill, Healesville,
1262.
Urban Land Authority - Master Builders Association,
q 2352.

Ryan, Mr (Gippsland South)

Nurses Bill, 1830, 1873, 1874, 1875, 1877.

Aboriginal Affairs - Mabo: Federal legislation, q 1824.

Parliament -

Appropriation (1993-94, No. 1) Bill,687.

Adjournment Debate - Interruption, 2002.
Business of the House - Postponement, 109, 254, 2402.
Grievance days, 332. Adjournment motion, 371.
Sessional Orders, 398, 484, 485, 487, 491, 494.
Standing Orders, 528. Program, 1282, 1505,2084.
General- Notice of dissent from Speaker's ruling,
332.
Questions without Notice - Speaker's ruling, 1665.
Conduct, 1665.

Casino Control (Further Amendment) Bill, 1517
Casino (Management Agreement) Bill, 1517.
Community Services - Swan House, 1973,2126.
Economy, The - Business and consumer confidence,
q 130.
Education - Capital works, q 384.
Evidence (Proof of Offences) Bill, 309.
Floods - Relief, q 545. In South Gippsland, 978.

Petitions - Family planning services, 439.

Juries (Amendment) Bill, 1920.
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Nurses Bill, 1861, 1875.
Petitions - Community rural schools, 277, 520, 820.
Petrol prices, 1331.
Planning - Loch Sands resort development,
Gippsland,l484.
Points of Order - Questions without notice must be
directed to responsible Minister, 1915. Breach of
Juries Act, 1929.

Community Services - Preschool funding, 1109.
Orana Family Services, 1196. Maternal and child
health, 1551, 1705.
Crime - Gang violence, 1036. Knife attacks in western
suburbs, 1975.
Education - Taylors Lakes Primary School, 2230.
Fair Trading -Chain letter in Keilor,2129.
Floods - In Maribymong, 742.

Road Safety (Amendment) Bill, 1393.

Health - Maternal and child services, 1551, 1705.

Sale -

India - Earthquake relief funds, 977.

Water authority funds, 316.

Summary Offences (Stolen Cattle) Bill, 364.
Swan House, 1973,2126.
Sando~

Mr (Carrum)

Annual Leave Payments (Amendment) Bill, 250.
Appropriation (1993-94, No. 1) Bill, 722.
Business of the House - Program, 822, 1065.
Chelaea - Drainage charge for beachfront properties,
205.
Citizens Advice Bureaus - Chelsea, 2408.
Community Services - Chelaea Citizens Advice
Bureau, 2408.

Maribyrnong - Floods, 742.
Nurses Bill, 1870.
Occupational Health and Safety (Miscellaneous
Amendments) Bill, 783.
Orana Family Services, 1196.
Petitions - Preschool funding, 1061.
Points of Order - Questions without notice: answers,
130, 1233; member must address Chair, 913.
Adjournment debate: tabling of documents, 193.
Public Sector Management (Amendment) Bill, 1174.
Public Sector Superannuation (Administration) Bill,
1777.
Roads - Sunshine Avenue, Keilor Downs, 1880.

EducationGentrIIl - Quality provision: program, q 242, q 243;
task forces, q 469, 793, q 814. School closures,
q 466, q 909, q 1013, q 1054. Rural Schools
Reconstruction Fund, q 1014. Quality of system,
1116. State system, 2137.
School EdUClltion - Secondary colleges: Cranboume,
372. Primary schools: Booroondara Park, q 545;
Bonbeach, 1259; Box Hill, 1701. High schools:
Wodonga,1116.
TeachD's -Staffing, q 274, q 1829, q 2002.

State Taxation (Further Amendment) Bill, 1615.

Education (Amendment) Bill, 2238.

Casino Control (Further Amendment) Bill, 1513.

Grievances, 1116.

Casino (Management Agreement) Bill, 1513.

Melbourne Water - Drainage charge for beachfront
properties, 205.
Petitions - Merger of Flemington Primary School,
Debney Park Secondary College and English
Language School, 211. Primary schools: Goorambat,
324; Broken Creek, 520. State education system, 520.
Day1esford schools, 751. School closures, 751.
Three-hour rail ticket, 1557.
Points of Order - Questions without notice: answers,
275. Admissibility: amendment, 822; motion, 2137.
Misleading remarks, 2249.
Teaching Service (Amendment) Bill, 1028, 1305.
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Sercombe, Mr (Niddrie)
Aboriginal Affairs - Mabo ruling, q 1, q 3, q 56;
Victorian land claims, q 4.
Ambulance Services - Metropolitan, 224.
Appropriation (1993-94, No. 1) Bill, 827.
Business of the House - Sessional Orders, 485.
Program, 1283, 2088.

Community Services - Preschool funding, q 129, q 239.
Corrections General - Relocation of women prisoners, 70.
Prisons - Fairlea, 70. Pentridge, 1482, q 2080.
Crimes (Amendment) Bill (No. 2),2106.
Public Prosecutions, Director of - Criticisms by
Minister for Police and Emergency Services, q 1497.
Education - Boroondara Park Primary School, q 817.
Niddrie school cluster, 1033, 1263.
Electoral - Broadmeadows by-election, 142.
Elliott, Mr J., q 1055, q 1497.

Seitz, Mr (Keilor)

Employment - Programs, q 355.

Appropriation (1993-94, No. 1) Bill, 717.

Firearms - Gun laws, 1799.

Appropriation (Parliament 1993-94, No. 1) Bill, 1009.

Floods - In north-eastem Victoria, 893.

Australian Labor Party - Policies while in
government, 1572.

Government, The - Initiatives for a safe community,

344.
Grievances, 440, 1798.
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JGK Nominees Pty Ltd, q 1142.

KNF Advertising - Booroondara Park Primary School,
q 817. Premier's involvement, q 1142.

Education -Standard of teachers, 1131. Technology,
1131. Policies of former Labor government, 1132.
State system, 2149.

Land Titles Validation Bill, 49, 142, 145.

Education (Amendment) Bill, 2244.

Liquor Licensing Commission - Reappointment of
commissioner, q 383, q 385.

Government, The - Initiatives for a safe community,

Ministry, The - Minister for Finance: comments on
preschool funding, q 129, q 239. Minister for Police
and Emergency Services: Victorian Airlines Pty Ltd,
442; representation to chief commissioner, q 1055;
criticism of Director of Public Prosecutions, q 1497.
Premier: private interests, q 1142.

Grievances, 447, 1131.

National Crime Authority - Elliott investigation,
q 1055.

Parliament -Opposition leadership, 1.
Petitions - Fairlea Prison, 437, 577. Primary schools:
East Keilor-Avondale Heights, 577, 653; Airport
West, 577.
Points of Order - Rule of anticipation, 339, 340.
Personal explanations, 685. Questions without
notice: reflections, 776; unparliamentary remarks,
812; members must address Chair, 817; imputations,
913; admissibility, 1496; answers, 1671.
Adjournment debate: imputations, 1487. Remarks:
offensive, 2174.
Police-

Crime - Government initiatives, 344.

General - Air wing, 440. Public Service cooperation,
q 1056. National centre for analysis of violent
crime, 1798.

Police Regulation (Discipline) (Amendment) Bill, 2191.
Public Prosecutions, Director of - Criticism by
Minister for Police and Emergency ServiCes, q 1497.

333.

Health - AIDS and tuberculosis, 559.
Juries (Amendment) Bill, 1923.
Kindergarten Teachers Association of Victoria, 21.
Land Titles Validation Bill, 168.
Petitions - Preschool funding, 138. Syndal South
Primary School, 277.
Points of Order - Aspersions, 158. Use of correct titles,
347. Offensive remarks, 1497,2146. Clarification,
2176.

Police -Government initiatives, 333, 901.
Police Regulation (Discipline) (Amendment) Bill, 2192.
Public Sector Management (Amendment) Bill, 1164.
Public Transport - Light rail link, 1035.
Questions without Notice -Conduct, 1666. Speaker's
ruling, 1666.
Ryan Carlisle Thomas, Solicitors, 376, 447.
State Electricity Commission - Head office building,
2229.
WorkCover - Activities of solicitors, 376, 447.

Rulings "nd St"tements "s Acting Spe"ker Debate - Interjections, 1319, 1581,2384. Remarks:
relevance, 1579, 1580; through Chair, 1957,2383;
unparliamentary, 2384. Matter sub judice, 1957.
Scope, 2383, 2384.

Public Service - Cooperation with police, q 1056.
Taxation - Minimisation sdleme for public servants,
q268.

Smith, Mr I. W. (Polwarth) (Minister for Finance)

Totalizator Agency Board- Chairman, q 1233.

Advertising -Government contracts, 125, q 1741,

Unemployment - Training programs, q 103.
Victorian Airlines Pty Ltd, 442.

q 1824.

Audit Bill, 20SO.
Auditor-General- Reports: Response of Minister for
Finance, 2136.

Sheehan, Mr (Northcote)
Appropriation (1993-94, No. 1) Bill, 632.

Community Services - Preschool funding, q 129,
q239, q 241.

DDB Needham - Government contracts, 125.
Smith, Mr E. R. (Glen Waverley)
Appropriation (1993-94, No. 1) Bill, 726.
Australian Labor Party - Policies while in
government, 1132,1574.
Business of the House - Sessional Orders, 417.
Casino Control (Further Amendment) Bill, 1523.

Financial Management Bill, 2051.
Government Departments and Instrumentalities Tendering process, 125.
Land (Further Amendment) Bill, SOl, 1020.
Leeds Media and Communication Services Pty Ltd Government contracts, q 1741, q 1824.

Casino (Management Agreement) Bill, 1523.

Ministry, The - Minister for Finance: comments on
preschool funding, q 129, q 239, q 241.

Community Services - Kindergarten teachers' ambit
claims, 21.

Points of Order - Questions without notice: matter
sub judice, 1915.

Crimes (Amendment) Bill (No. 2),2116.

Public Sector Superannuation (Administration) Bill,
1470, 1473, 1779, 1787, 1889.
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Superannuation - Public sector, q 813. Parliamentary
contributory fund, q 2355.
Taxation - Minimisation scheme for public servants,
q268.
Telecommunications Industry -Services, q 1741.
Transport, Department of - Advertising contracts, 125.
Unclaimed Moneys (Amendment) Bill, 50, 90.
Vistel Lld - Report, 1417.
Speaker, The (Hon. J. E. Delzoppo)

Adjournment Debate - Reflections, 19. Remarks:
offensive, 23, 798, 1411, 1487; relevance, 75, 77, 1042,
1410, 1653; unparliamentary, 561, 562, 985,1040,
1043, 1415; through Chair, 1042, 1043, 1044;
withdrawal, 1043, 1482, 1486, 1547; misleading, 1414,
1415. Interjections, 77, 123,204,562, 1040, 1106, 1265,
1407,1411,1414,1415,1649,1653,1886,1973,1977,
1978. Use of correct titles, 561, 1409,2320. Matters
raised: must relate to government administration,
647, 793, 980; must not canvass Bill, 792;
admissibility, 797,984,1036; must not seek
legislation, 2405. Imputations, 792, 980, 1042.
Documents: tabling, 793, 1326. Absence of Ministers,
1265. Replies, 1265. Member must be in his place to
speak, 1416. Interruption, 1979,2002,2049.
Auditor-General- Reports: aged care, 752;
Consolidated Fund and Trust Fund, 1116;
investment management, 2136; management of
heritage collections, 2235; Legal Aid Commission,
2327; Office of the Valuer-General, 2327.
Relationship with Parliament, 819, 883,1147.
BLF Custodian - Reports: No. 23, 10; No. 24, 278.
Debate - Reading of speeches, 30, 1118. Interjections,
35,427,440,569,613,621,626,628,629,685,692,696,
719,818,825,862,865,866,887,1088,1160,1161,
1162,1163,1164,1181,1184,1214,1218,1310,1312,
1332,1333,1558, 1560, 1562, 1563, 1809, 1811, 1812,
1913,1950,1963,2084,2086,2137,2140,2152,2158,
2162,2163,2171,2172,2177,2179,2180,2190,2285,
2340,2402. Remarks: through Chair, 46, 678, 692,
693,694,1102,1159,1308,1808,1812,1813,1944,
1962,2086,2087,2152,2153,2160,2172,2173,2174,
2176; unparliamentary, 48,144,218,414,935,1808,
1810, 1862, 1965; relevance, 65, 66, 67,68,400,414,
432,823,1215,1531,1748,1849,1963,1964,2020,
2156,2173,2402; offensive, 175, 1356,2154,2172,
2173,2176,2181; withdrawal, 516, 685,826,1810.
2171,2172,2173,2174,2181; admissibility, 1065;
repetition, 1165, 2176; accuracy, 2160. Procedure for
making personal explanation, 109,685,686.
Admissibility: of motion, 331, 332, 2139; of
amendment, 822. Reflections, 359,1814. Use of
correct titles, 442,1116,2161. Imputations, 692,
1809, 1810, 1815. Reference to graph, 692. Procedure,
1161,2163. Appropriateness of Attorney-General's
presence in Chamber, 1463. Motions on Notice
Paper, 1558. Substance of motion, 1748. Call for
quorum, 1817. Interruption, 2049. Interjections from
public gallery, 2158. Availability of motion, 2159.
Documents: tabling, 2161, 2162, 2164. Scope, 2361.
Deputy Ombudsman (Police Complaints) - Reports:
1991-92 and 1992-93,2084.
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Employee Relations (Amendment) Bill - Declared
urgent, 2328.
Hansard - Record, 245, 267, 268.
Members - Resignation of Mr Kennan, 1. Swearing in
of Mr Brumby, 569. Naming and suspension:
Mr Cole, 574; Mr Baker, 686; Mr Micallef, 1588. Birth
of Mr Leighton's son, 1881.
Ministry, The - Minister for Finance: alleged
alteration of Hansard record, 245.
Occupational Health and Safety (Miscellaneous
Amendments) Bill- Clerk's amendment, 1281.
Ombudsman - Report for 1992-93, 2236.
Parliament General- Proceedings: photographing, 1,267,569,
679, 1271, 1493, 1581,2164,2352; televising, 2158.
Distinguished visitors, 65, 316, 907, 1053, 1080,
1331,1334,1357,1438,1737,1914,2002,2073,2075.
Visiting attendant, 321. Privilege, 383.
Joint Sittings - Victorian Health Promotion
Foundation, 821, 1178, 1201, 1204.
Questions without Notice - Interjections 2 7 56 60
61,105,106,129,130,132,134,239,240:241:270,272,
350,353,354,386,388,466,467,471,547,548,570,
571,572,573,574,575,680,681,682,773,774,775,
817,907,910,912,1014,1015,1016,1055,1059,1060,
1142, 1143, 1145, 1146, 1228, 1229, 1231, 1232, 1276,
1277, 1358, 1359, 1361, 1442, 1444, 1493, 1583, 1584,
1585, 1589, 1667, 1668, 1669, 1670, 1671, 1672, 1738,
1740,1741,1744,1826,1829,1915,1916,1918,1919,
1920,2003,2004,2005,2007,2075,2076,2077,2168,
2259,2260,2262,2263,2264,2353,2355,2356,2357.
Answers: relevance, 2, 7, 104, 130, 133,273,389,469,
550,680,683,775,815,908,909,1015,1147,1273,
1274, 1362, 1498, 1501, 1584, 1585, 1671, 1740, 1742,
1827,1917, 1920, 2005; length, 1017, 1145, 1230,1586,
1918,2354; not to be debated, 1233, 1498; reading,
2167,2168. Remarks: through Chair, 106, 773, 913,
1589,2007,2356,2357; unparliamentary, 132,241,
470,680,683,1055,1060,1143,1229,1231,1233,1441,
1584,1916,2003,2262; withdrawal, 350, 351, 680,
684,776,791,812,912,913,916,1441,1584,1585;
offensive, 573, 680, 684, 1362, 1494, 1587,2170.
Conclusion, 576. Suspension, 682, 775. Conduct of
members, 772, 1017, 1666, 1737. Member must not
refer to public gallery, 773. Imputations, 811, 1234.
Matter already debated, 1147. Must have factual
basis, 1236. Absence of Ministers, 1236.
Admissibility, 1275, 1360, 1496, 1497, 1587, 1588,
1668. Must be directed to appropriate Minister, 1277.
Assertions of fact require proof, 1444, 1445.
Speaker's ruling, 1666, 1737. Length, 1824, 1915.
Matter sub judice, 1915. Rule of anticipation, 2005.
Tabling of documents, 2168, 2170. Not to offer
opinion, 2170. Comments of Minister for Finance
2356.
'
Senate - Select Committee, 1064.
WorkCover - Reports, 1062, 1890.
Spry, Mr (Bellarine)

Appropriation (1993-94, No. 1) Bill, 969.
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INDEX

Community Services - Karingal adult training
support agency, 70.
Conservation and Environment - Crown land in
Perrett Street, St Leonards, 2319.
Education (Amendment) Bill, 2270.
Fishing Industry - Trout fishing in municipal
swimming pools, 648.
Gas and Fuel Corporation - Natural gas for Bellarine
Peninsula, 979.
Health - Private insurance, q 466.
Industry and Employment - Workplace agreements,
q241.
Karingal Adult Training Support Agency - Funding,
70.

Beave Ltd - Reports: 1990,1991 and 1992, 208l.
Beckett, Mrs J., 2232.
Borrowing and Investment Powers (Amendment) Bill,
72 I.

Budget - Capital works allocation, q 352, q 467.
Capital Building Society, q 390. Work force
reduction program, q 1059.
Business of the House - Program, 824.
Capital Building Society - Reference in Budget, q 390.
Choice of Law (Limitation Periods) Bill, 1253.
Commonwealth-State Relations - WorkCover
legislation, q 774.
Community Services - Child residential care, q 2079.

Perrett, Mrs E., 2319.

Economy, The -State Bank Victoria and
Tricontinental collapses, q 4. Senate inquiry into
Victorian borrowings, q 243. Expenditure restraint
programs, q 547. Auditor-General's report, q 1144.
Performance, q 1584.

Petitions - Preschool funding, 276.

Education - Capital works, q 384. Budget, q 387.

Planning - Metropolis conference, q 912.

Electricity Industry - Structure, q 133.

Local Government - Trout fishing in municipal
swimming pools, 648.
May, L. and A., 1703.

Port of Geelong - St Leonards pier, 1483.

Employment - Capital works, q 467.

Pyramid Group - Farrow bonds, q 1498.

Government, The -Capital works policy, q 352.

Racing (Further Amendment) Bill, 1244.

Land Tax (Further Amendment) Bill, 991, 1429, 1432.

Residential Tenancies Tribunal - Application
by L. and A. May, 1703.

Limitation of Actions (Amendment) Bill, 1207, 1452.

Road Safety (Amendment) Bill, 1402.

Ministry, The - Premier: use of government resources,
q 1670.

Roads - Better Roads Victoria program, 126l.

Petroleum Products - Fuel levy, q 682, q 773.

State Public Services Federation of Victoria Workplace agreements, q 24l.

Points of Order - Questions without notice:
conclusions, 576; reflections, 776; factual basis, 1234.
Assertions of fact require proof, 1444. Tabling of
document, 2162.

Teaching Service (Amendment) Bill, 1313.
Transport Accident Commission - Farrow bonds,
q 1498.

Probate Duty (Amendment) Bill, 5Ol.

Steggall, Mr (Swan Hill)

Pyramid Group - Settlement of liabilities, q 1232.
Farrow bonds, q 1499.

Public Service - Standards, q 1670.

Appropriation (1993-94, No. 1) Bill, 854.

Rural Finance (VEDC Abolition) Bill, 502.

Business of the House - Sessional Orders, 498.

Senate - Inquiry into Victorian borrowings, q 243.

Petitions - MARC library service, 138. Small primary
school staffing, 654. Beverford Primary School, 884.

Stamps (Further Amendment) Bill, 1208, 1661, 1662.

Points of Order - Relevance of remarks, 823.

State Electricity Commission - Structure, q 133. Head
office building, 2232.

Water (Amendment) Bill, 300.

State Bank Victoria, q 4.

State Insurance Office, q 1232.

Stockdale, Mr (Brighton) (Treasurer)

State Owned Enterprises (Amendment) Bill, 992, 1381,
1384, 1385, 1386.

AMRAD Corporation Ltd, q 1495.

State Taxation (Further Amendment) Bill, 1254, 1616,
1619.

Appropriation (1993-94, No. 1) Bill, 281, 975.
Appropriation (Parliament 1993-94, No. 1) Bill, 29l.

Tattersall Consultations (Further Amendment) Bill, 522.

Auditor-General- Reports: Consolidated Fund and
Trust Fund, 1144. Comments on failed financial
institutions, q 1232.

Taxation - Fuel levy: application to diesel, q 682;
impact, q 773.

Australian Labor Party - Policies while in
government, 1567.

Transport Accident Commission - Farrow bonds,
q 1498. Privatisation, q 1500. Claims: Mr Wyatt,
2132; Mrs J. Beckett, 2232.

Australian Loan Council- Borrowing limits, q 1274.

Tricontinental Corporation Ltd, q 4, q 1232.
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Unemployment - Rate, q 350, q 467.
W orkCover - Commonwealth social security
payments, q 774.
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Health and Community Services (Further Amendment)
Bill, 1473,2360,2364,2366.
Health Services (Amendment) Bill, 1475.

Wyatt, Mr, 2132.

Health Services Commissioner - Report for 1992, 10.

Tanner, Mr (Cauifield)

Hospitals -Ostomy appliances, 25. Country, 120,
q 549. Bush nursing, 567. Alfred, 879. Waiting lists,
q 1145, q 1743. Heatherton, 1412.

Appropriation (1993-94, No. 1) Bill, 635.

Nurses Bill, 1256, 1871, 1874, 1875, 1876, 1878.

Community Services - Care for disabled persons, 1108.

Obstetric and Paediatric Mortality and Morbidity,
Consultative Council on - Report, 1331.

Education - VCE book selection, 744.
Industrial Relations - National wage increase, 1347.
Liquor Control (Amendment) Bill, 2220, 2223.
M ineral Resources Development (Amendment) Bill,
1091.
Parliament - Televising of proceedings, 2158.
Petitions - Caulfield General Medical Centre, 29.
Alfred, Royal Southern Memorial and Caulfield
hospitals, 81. Capital punishment, 137. Preschool
funding, 276, 323, 1203, 1502, 1658. Nilma Primary
School, 276. State education system, 324. Small rural
schools, 1061. Pensioner concessions, 1502. Pool and
spa fencing, 1658.
Points of Order - Reflections, 2020. Remarks:
unparliamentary, 2211; relevance, 2402. Procedure
for debate, 2403.
Public Sector Superannuation (Administration) Bill,
1784.

Pharmacists (Amendment) Bill, 990, 1284.
Physiotherapists (Amendment) Bill, 506.
Points of Order - Relevance of remarks, 1215, 1849,
2337. Scope of debate, 2332.
Tobacco (Amendment) Bill, 506, 1237, 1238.
Women's Affairs - Health initiatives, 1413.

Thompson, Mr (Sandringham)
Aboriginal Affairs - Mabo: effect on investment, q 2.
Agenda 21 - Projects, q 570.
Appropriation (1993-94, No. 1) Bill, 948.
Crime - Attack on Cheltenham Primary School
students, q 1582.
Ethnic Affairs -Services, 674.
Government, The - Ethnic affairs policy, 674.
Melbourne Foodbank, q 1271.

Tehan, Mrs (Seymour) (Minister for Health)

Melbourne Water -Stormwater drainage, 1405.

Alcohol- Dependency services, 566.

Probate Duty (Amendment) Bill, 1022.

Ambulance Services - Metropolitan, q 136, 217.
Non-emergency transport, q 546. Latrobe Valley
helicopter, 566. Eastern suburbs, 1112. Private, 1554.

Public Transport - Mentone station crossing, 877.

Community Services - Maternal and child health
services, q 813, 1554. Special accommodation, 1707.

Thomson, Mr (Pascoe Vale)

Government, The - Departmental performance
agreement, q 1742, q 1743.
Health-

Diseases - Cancer and heart offensive, q 274. AIDS
and tuberculosis, 565.
Drugs - Dependency services, 566.
GeneraI- Private insurance, q 8, q 108, q 466, q 2079.
Surrogacy, q 9. Ostomy appliances, 25.
Cardiopulmonary resuscitation education
program, 209. Services: bush nursing, 567;
maternal and child, q 813, 1554; ophthalmology,
q 1146,2232. Craigieburn Community Health
Centre, 879. Autoclaving of dental instruments,
1327. Cranbourne Community Health Service,
1328. Initiatives for women, 1413. Health Services
Commissioner, q 2169.
Health (Amendment) Bill, 505.
Health and Community Services, Department of Health services reports, 1412. Performance
agreement, q 1742, q 1743.

Air Services - Essendon Airport, 794.
Appropriation (1993-94, No. 1) Bill, 618.
Appropriation (Parliament 1993-94, No. 1) Bill, 993.
Business of the House - Sessional Orders, 475.
Program, 581, 821. Standing Orders, 776.
Community Services - Maternal and child health
services, 1552.
Ed and Amy's (Australia) Pty Ltd, q 2262.
Education - Balliang Primary School, 117. Strathmore
Secondary College, 2128.
Electricity Industry Bill, 2193.
Emergency Services -11444 number, 1971.
Energy and Minerals - Development proposals, 981.
Equal Opportunity (Amendment) Bill (No. 2), 1962.
Ford Motor Co. of Australia Ltd - Broadmeadows
plant,73.
Gas and Fuel Corporation (Heatane Gas) Bill, 1284.
Government, The - Mineral resources development
policy,981.
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INDEX

Health - Mesothelioma testing of SEC employees, 877.
Maternal and child services, 1552.

Equal Opportunity (Amendment) Bill (No. 2), 1965.

Housing - Roxburgh Heights estate, q 1495.

Government Departments and Instrumentalities Tendering processes, q 5, 19.

]GK Nominees Pty Ltd, q 2262.

Grievances, 449.

KNF Advertising - Roxburgh Heights housing estate,
q 2073. Premier's involvement, 2190.

Hansard - Record, 244.

Land Titles Validation Bill, 179.

Juries (Amendment) Bill, 1925.

Loy Yang B (Amendment) Bill, 63, 93.

KNF Advertising - Premier's involvement, 2182.

Master Builders Association - Roxburgh Heights
housing estate, q 1495, q 2073.

Land Titles Validation Bill, 171.

Melbourne Water - Moonee Ponds sewerage facilities,
312.

Housing - Roxburgh Heights estate, 2405.

Leeds Media and Communication Services Pty Ltd Government contracts, q 5, q 1741, q 1824, q 1914.

Mineral Resources Development (Amendment) Bill,
1069,1105,1149,1151,1152,1153,1154,1155,1156.

Liquor Licensing Commission - Reappointment of
commissioner, q 386, q 387. Actions of Premier, 449.
Comments of Minister for Small Business, 449, q 468.

Ministry, The - Minister for Tourism: visit to
Movieworld, q 547, q 548. Premier's private
interests, 2190, q 2262.

Mineral Resources Development (Amendment) Bill,
1087.

Motor Vehicle Industry - Ford plant, Broadmeadows,
73.
Northcote Bingo Centre, 511.
Paravics Sports Club - Misappropriation of funds, 511.
Petitions - Preschool funding, 211, 2081.
Petroleum (Submerged Lands) (Amendment) Bill, 752.
Points of Order - Remarks: relevance, 66; through
Chair, 1589; offensive, 1805, 1959. Conflict of
interest, 515. Questions without notice: offensive
remarks,573,684;answers,680,683,815,1230,1273,
1671; member to address Chair, 773; imputations,
774; reflections, 775; must have factual basis, 1235.
Adjournment debate: matters must relate to
government administration, 980; admissibility of
matters raised, 982, 984. Assertions of fact require
proof, 1444. Scope of debate, 2384.

Ministry, The - Minister for Finance: alleged
alteration of Hansard record, 244. Premier: comments
on Liquor Licensing Commission, 449; wine sales,
q 774; private interests, 2182. Minister for Small
Business: comments on Liquor Licensing
Commission, 449, q 468.
Nurses Bill, 1854.
Petitions - State education system, 437. Private
member's Bill, 437. Preschool funding, 437, 519.
Points of Order - Hansard record, 267. Remarks:
prejudicial, 449; withdrawal, 915; misleading, 1040;
relevance, 1961. Questions without notice: must be
directed to responsible Minister, 1915; answers,
1917. Breach of Juries Act, 1929. Matter sub judice,
1957.
State Electricity Commission - Roxburgh Heights
housing estate, 2405.

Public Holidays Bill, 1676.

Transport, Department of - Advertising contracts, 19.

Public Transport - Met delays, 1879.

Urban Land Authority - Roxburgh Heights hOUSing
estate, 2405.

State Electricity Commission - Mesothelioma testing
of employees, 877. Roxburgh Heights housing
estate, q 1495, q 2073.
State-owned Enterprises - Privatisation, 20.
State Owned Enterprises (Amendment) Bill, 1362, 1384,
1385,1386.

Traynor, Mr (Ballarat East)
Collingwood Football Club - Planning issues, 1032.
Corrections - Drugs in prisons, q 386.

Unclaimed Moneys (Amendment) Bill, 358.

Economy, The - Auditor-General's report, q 1144.

Urban Land Authority - Roxburgh Heights housing
estate, q 1495.

Education - Victoria Park Primary School, 1032.
Languages other than English, q 1828.

Victorian Public Relations Pty Ltd, q 2262.

Law Courts - Chief Magistrate, q 2166.

Wheelchair Sports Victoria, 511.

Petitions - Property tax, 137. Gas and electricity
concessions, 275. Primary schools: Drummond, 276;
Eureka, 578; Myrniong, 819. Ballarat University
College, 578.

Thwaites, Mr (Albert Park)
Advertising -Government contracts, 19, q 1741,
q 1824, q 1914.

Planning - Collingwood issues, 1032.

Appropriation (1993-94, No. 1) Bill, 734.

University of Ballarat Bill, 1991.

Police - User-pays guidelines, q 273.

City of Melbourne Bill, 1637.
DDB Needham -Government contracts, 19.
Education - Boroondara Park Primary School, 1033.

Treasure, Mr (Gippsland East)
Budget - Federal, q 270.
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Cattle and Swine Compensation (Amendment) Bill,
1447.

Fruit and Vegetable Industry - In East Gippsland,
q548.
Government, The -Capital works policy, 464.
Grievances, 463.
Manufacturing Industry - Trends, 463.
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Attorney-General - Mentone Body Corporate
Management, 879. Victim impact statements, q 2005.
Community visitors program, 2231. Minors, 2409.
Casino Control (Further Amendment) Bill, 914, 1540,
1543, 1544, 1545, 1546.

Casino (Management Agreement) Bill, 916, 1540, 1590,
1591, 1592, 1593, 1594.

Omeo - Capital works expenditure, 464.

Classification of Films and Publications (Amendment)
Bill, 1419.

Petitions - Community rural schools, 211.
Road Safety (Amendment) Bill, 1401.

Community Services - Maternal and child health
services, 1707. Community visitors program, 2231.

Roads - Capital works expenditure, 464. Hensleigh
Creek Road, 793.
Sport, Recreation and Racing - Kite flying, 1482.

Constitution, The - Victorian, q 2074.
Credit (Administration) (Amendment) Bill, SO, 88, 556,

Tourism - Adventure holidays, q 2079.
Tourism Victoria - Strategic business plan, q 1361.

Crime - Attack on Cheltenham Primary School
students, q 1739.
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