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philosophy is that education of itself has no intrinsic
value.
Members have spoken about the year 10 certificate.
The contribution of the honourable member for
Ripon on the year 10 certificate was illuminating. He
used the example of children in the Broadmeadows
area, saying that they could aspire to the year 10
certificate. That is a wonderful view of education.
An honourable member interjected.

Mr LONEY - He may well have, but he is
condemning them to something he was not
condemned to; he had better opportunities. What
will this do for education? The Minister in his
second-reading speech said the Bill was about
quality of education. How will the year 10 certificate
improve the quality of education? Members
opposite say that the Bill marks the end of
compulsory schooling. Why would members want
to make a point of that if it were not to suggest to
some people that that is the limit of their
achievement?
Allied to that was the attack by the honourable
member for Ripon on retention rates.
Mr Hamilton interjected.
Mr LONEY - He is not the Minister yet, but he
would like to be!
Retention rates have been talked about for some
years, and there is a need to address what the
education system is doing to help children develop
higher aspirations than they have had in the past.
Every child deserves to proceed through the
education system as far as he or she possibly can,
and that is what retention rates are about They
show that more and more children are continuing on
with their education. It is interesting that someone
so intimately associated with education in this State
denigrates the increase in retention rates, and the
honourable member for Ripon should be
condemned for that.
The honourable member for Malvern said the Bill
stops the swing of the education pendulum. Having
worked in education for some years I am not
unfamiliar with the swing of the pendulum and the
changes that accompany it. The Bill will not stop the
swing of the pendulum; it will accentuate it. The Bill
does not provide for any form of independent
advice and independent setting of curriculum. All
the powers in the Bill can be exercised at the whim
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of the Minister. When the member for Ripon takes
over and introduces his philosophies the pendulum
will swing again and a different facet of education
will be looked at. I note that the honourable member
for Ripon is happy with that suggestion. The Bill
will not reverse the swing of the pendulum.
The member for Ripon also managed to work in
social justice to his speech, and he degraded any
ideas of that. He linked his condemnation of the
former government's social justice principles to the
people of his background - the children of
Broadmeadows. Honourable members on both sides
of the House would, I hope, like those children to
have the same opportunities as other children
throughout Victoria.
Honourable members should remember that good
curriculum and good curriculum development are
important. Education is much more than the simple
parroting of facts; that is not curriculum, but it is
what this Bill aims at. History, for example, is so
much more than a collection of dates. If nothing else
is included with the dates, a student has not been
taught history.
The Bill excludes major sectors of the education
community from addressing some of the curriculum
issues.
Mrs Peulich -How is that?
Mr LONEY - The Bill ignores major sections of
the education community that have a right to be
involved in setting curriculum. Honourable
members have heard about the non-government
schools being represented on the board. I do not
object to that, but the non-government schools that
will be determining the curriculum do not have to
follow the curriculum they determine; they can
decide that the curriculum that they have set is
something they do not wish to follow.
The only area in which non-government schools will
be required to conform is with the Victorian
certificate of education where accreditation is so
important. Apart from that, non-government schools
will not be required in any way, shape or form to
follow the curriculum that they set.
Mrs Peulich - How about the curriculum
committee?
Mr LONEY - There is no obligation on the
non-government schools to adopt the decisions of
the curriculum committee.
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I shall refer to the question of accountability which
has been raised by some. Attainment and
accounQbility are being confused; they are not the
same thing. Accountability comes in many forms,
and certainly the education system should be
accountable. There is no argument about that.
However, the government should not confuse
attainment with accountability, as is being done in
this debate.
Mr Doyle - Can you measure one without the
other?
Mr LONEY - The honourable member for
Malvern is confusing the issue. One can certainly
measure attainment, but the important thing is what
one does with the measurement. Accountability is
much wider than the single measure of attainment,
and that is the point I am making: you have to go a
lot further.
The government talks about attainment, illiteracy
and their parameters, and bases its Bill on the fact
that someone has been brought in from the Northern
Territory - The ACTING CHAIRMAN
(Mr Cunningham) - Order! The honourable
member's time has expired.
Mr E. R. SMITH (Glen Waverley) - This is an
important Bill and one the State has needed for a
long time. The government is proud of the measure
because at long last it will get a grip on education,
something the previous government did not do.
It is interesting to consider the way Australian

universities view the education systems in Victoria
and other States. I shall quote a recent survey of the
views of business leaders commissioned by the
Business/Higher Education Round Table. It elicited
criticisms from graduates that must be taken
seriously. The 1992 report lists some of the criticisms
of the education system as:
poor oral and written communication skills;
poor ability to relate to others, especially those from a
different background or working in a different area;
a lack of empathy and understanding for other
employees, especially those employed at the trades
level;
a lack of training in logic; and
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a lack of ability to manage others working in the same
organisation.

Tonight the opposition has engaged in the usual
carping criticism we have heard in the past about
the sorts of things it did when in government. It has
said nothing about standards. The Business/Higher
Education Round Table organisation has referred to
the standards that need to be achieved. The Bill will
provide a grip on the curriculum so that Victorians
will know what path education will be taking.
Victorians need something that, at long last, will
provide a proper grip on where our school system is
heading. There has been no praise from the other
side of the government's attempt to bring back
accountability in schools. The honourable member
for Geelong North in particular made the usual
excuses as to why that should not occur.
The Board of Studies Bill is eXciting. Its new
approach will give back to parents in particular the
opportunities they have been wanting for their
children over the years. The people of Victoria are
sick and tired of having their educational standards
reduced to the current level. I am referring not to
individual cases that honourable members may cite
but to the overall position. It is obvious that
Victorians want a new direction.
The Bill is an attempt to get rid of the educational
system and mentality of those responsible for
education in Victoria over the past 10 years. During
the reign of the former Labor government there was
a lessening of control over the way schools operated.
The government wants to provide individual
schools with the right to do the things that are
necessary in their communities. It wants to offer a
system that will allow students with abilities to get
to the top and those who do not have the same
talents to be given every opportunity to achieve the
best possible results. That is the aim of the Bill. The
government wants to introduce a system whereby
schools can be run in a way that will benefit
everyone.
I recall former schemes that allowed children with
abilities to move into accelerated streams and be
encouraged to attain certain goals. Children could
transfer to opportunity schools or selective schools if
they wanted to excel in certain disciplines. Other
schools offered children opportunities of
undertaking trade or commerce subjects. Many
types of facilities were available to give students the
education they required before entering the work
force.
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In considering what is wrong with our schools
today, we must remember the earlier report I
mentioned, which said that many students had poor
oral and written communication skills. If we have a
problem with our graduates, how will we ever get
Victoria on to the right track? The Bill is an attempt
to provide the necessary controls. The education
system must allow children to transfer from one
school to another throughout the State and not be
disadvantaged by curriculum differences. At present
it is not possible for children to move easily from
school to school and continue their education
without curriculum upheavals. If they do, it is more
by good luck than good management.

An article in the Sunday Herald-Sun this week
headed "Dispute bid in school claims" makes one
question the credibility of teacher unions. It states:

The government will introduce a form of curriculum
that will allow students to know where they are
heading - a curriculum that will set out the
standards required for each year. This is an
important requirement for the proper running and
accountability of our school system. It is vital that
students, their parents and their teachers know
where they are heading.

Just listen to this credible union that the opposition
is supporting:

The honourable member for Malvern referred to the
1790s when the French revolutionaries examined
what was required for France's educational system.
Victoria has reached the other end of the spectrum.
It must now return to a system that has standards
and accountability and can be properly understood.
At present Victorians have no confidence in their
school system.
The Bill proposes a Board of Studies that will
address the needs of students and business. It will
produce a new form of curriculum, a curriculum
suitable for all students who have certain aims,
including those who wish only to go to certain levels
and those who intend taking on tertiary education.
There is no point in keeping children at school, as
the Labor Party proudly trumpeted it was doing
when in government, if it is really only baby-sitting
and does not give students the opportunity to
achieve their best results. In many cases keeping
students at school was used in an attempt to keep
the dole queues down.
A number of speakers, including the honourable
member for Morwell, accused the government of
teacher bashing. Members of the government have
the greatest of respect for Victorian teachers, but
certain attitudes of the teacher unions must be
examined.

The Australian Teachers Union has served an ambit log
of claims on the Department of School Education.
The log of claims includes a demand that teachers be
paid $150 000 per year for 15 hours work a week
during a school year -

wait for itthat lasts only 26 weeks.

Other demands include a car valued at $100 000 or
more and a residence valued at up to $250 000 for
principals and "other officers designated by the ATU"
as well as lifetime employment for teachers.
The claim, dated 20 April 1993, gave the department 14
days to agree to the terms and conditions otherwise a
dispute would be registered with the Industrial
Relations Commission.

And the opposition talks about the teacher unions
being credible. That is utter nonsense! It is the usual
claptrap that we expect from the opposition in
trying to support a system that is out of control. For
the past 10 years Victoria's education system has
been union dominated. The government believes
that by having a proper grip on the education
system it can restore the situation so that at last
everybody can once again have confidence in the
system.
The honourable member for Altona talked about the
school systems in England and America. We do not
want to consider the school systems in those
countries. We should be looking at Japan and
Germany - countries that are successful. They are
the countries we want to emulate.
In Asian countries there is significant emphasis on
education. They have respect for the educational
institutions and for teachers. Unfortunately in
Australia there is a general lack of respect not only
for teachers but also for the school system. We must
ensure that there is a proper rethinking of the
system. The Bill provides the groundwork and
wherewithal to enable us to examine what is
required. We must emphasise the drills and skills,
and not so much the frills, in schools. Victoria has
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had years of glossing over what is called education
and getting away from what is necessary.
I referred to a Commonwealth Labor government
report issued in February this year which said that
up to 20 per cent of children who moved from the
primary to the secondary system had incredible
literacy and numeracy problems. In other words,
they were not able to cope.
The Board of Studies will ensure that a system is in
place that allows children to receive their basic right
to a good education. How many honourable
members know of children who have become lost in
the system? Many wonderful examples were given
by the opposition of the results of the 80 per
cent-plus retention rate in year 12, but how many of
those students will have the necessary learning and
skills to obtain employment?
Our system must be tailored so that people with
talents will be recognised and pushed to the limits of
their abilities - and the Bill provides those
opportunities. We do not want the present rag-tag
system to continue, because it has a bad reputation
in the business community and has led to Australia's
fall in world educational and living standings. Many
years ago Australia was at the top of those
standards. Australia's standard of living was among
those of the top three to five of industrialised
countries, but as a result of a lowering of standards
over the years, particularly in schools, Australia is
now 19th on the list. The honourable member for
Morwell is grinning; he is proud of the system that
has taken us to that level.
We must address the heart of the problem - and the
Bill does that. It provides the opportunity for
Victoria to raise its standards to their previous level.
I do not denigrate all the work that has been done
throughout the State, but we must ensure that we
know where we are going. We do not want everyone
going in different directions; we must know where
we are and what we should be achieving.
Much has been said about the testing of students,
which should be done after they have been properly
taught. The honourable member for Geelong North
criticised the honourable member for Ripon by
saying that all he talked about was testing. The Bill
will facilitate teaching to be done and then testing to
be done. I should like to see testing at grade 4, grade
6 and year 10. That will show where the weaknesses
are in the system. Testing should not be done for the
sake of testing but to find out where the weaknesses
are. The Labor Party has been too frightened of
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testing because it is afraid of how the teacher unions
will react. The teachers paid half the election
campaign expenses for the Labor Party in the 1982
election and we suffered the results of the paybacks.
We must find out where the weaknesses are and we
must then remedy those weaknesses. The
government is endeavouring to do what the former
Labor government was too frightened to do. The
honourable member for Altona hoped we would not
return to the days of external testing, but that is the
only testing that employers and the community
believe is fair.

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr E. R. SMITH - Of course the rabble objects;
that is what one expects from them. The government
will ensure the system is fair, but it will require a
rigorous period of study before examinations are
held. Of course students will be nervous and
worried, but that is the only system that will
properly assess the levels students have reached.
The government believes there should be a 50 per
cent component of external testing at year 12. I
should like to see a higher percentage; but the
opposition has objected because it is afraid the
weaknesses of schools that are not doing their jobs
properly will be identified.
The government wants a system which is fair and
which allows students, as the Minister and I saw
evidence of in Sydney, to move through and
perhaps win places in selected schools. If a student
is lacking he or she can enter an intermediate level
school, but there should be a system where
everybody has similar opportunities, from the
working class right through.

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr E. R. SMITH - I want an education system
tha t I am proud to send children to, and I believe the
Bill is the first step along the way. The Bill will
enable the government to get a grip on the education
system. The Labor Party did not have a grip on the
curriculum; everyone was doing his or her own
thing. The Rialto building had 2000 departmental
officers located in it and most have been found to be
redundant.
I do not object to curriculum days. Teachers should
better themselves by becoming more skilled; but it
should not be necessary for students to be given
days off - usually on a Monday or a Friday to make
a long weekend - so that teachers can attend to
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curriculum matters. Teachers should be able to do
that in their own time. Children should not be sent
home from school because teachers choose to take
curriculum days. When both parents are working,
what happens to the children? Curriculum days
should be looked forward to by teachers because
they allow them to undertake personal
development, but children should not be sent home.
Do teachers believe that children just disappear on
those days?

any similarity to the Victorian education system. He
may be horrified to discover the truth!

We must ensure that the Board of Studies develops a
system that allows the best to be brought out of
every individual. Students should be allowed to
pursue excellence at their own levels rather than the
artificial levels put in place by the former Labor
government. Community confidence in education is
low. We must push community confidence up, and
that can be achieved through the Board of Studies.

There appears to be little accountability by the Board
of Studies; apparently it will be accountable only to
the Minister. Perhaps at some stage the Minister will
define "accountability" and other aspects of the Bill.
The Minister has the absolute power to direct the
board on matters of policy and to provide its charter.
At present the board provides its own charter.

Mr DOLLIS (Richmond) - The Committee has
heard an extraordinary contribution by the
honourable member for Glen Waverley. The
opposition began to wonder whether the honourable
member wanted an extension of time. His speech
should make fascinating reading in Hansard. His
contribution included references to the educational
system in Japan. I wonder whether the honourable
member has any idea of the education system in that
country. Was he comparing apples with apples or
rocks with fruit! He said some extraordinary things.
I do not know whether the Minister took them all on
board, but the honourable member appeared to
contradict some important matters.
On the one hand the Minister said that there would
not be external testing, but on the other hand the
honourable member for Glen Waverley assured the
Committee that external testing would be held. He
said that testing would start at grade 3. The
honourable member referred to weaknesses being
identified. What do we do with those weaknesses in
students or schools? I do not really know. The
honourable member also spoke about pushing
people to the limits of their abilities. We will have a
Board of Studies which will not provide anything
resembling a system of education and which will
have little in common, either historically,
educationally, culturally or academically, with any
of the systems that the honourable member for Glen
Waverley wishes to copy.
I assume that at some stage the Minister will take
time to work out how the system operates in Japan
or Asia, and whether the education system there has

Clause 1 increases the powers of the Minister and
removes the independence of the board.
Membership of the board is undefined. A criterion
for membership amounts to individual expertise.
How does one define "individual expertise",
particularly when one realises that the selection
criteria to be applied by the Minister are so limited?

As to directing education in Victoria, according to
the legislation all wisdom is with the Minister and
time will prove how wise any Minister can be about
such matters.
I shall be brief because of the time restrictions
imposed by the government, but fundamental
questions abound about clause 1. Apparently the
board will develop guidelines and procedures - but
who will produce the courses, and who will
determine whether there is a commitment to
research and professional development for courses?
The purpose of the Bill is to establish the Board of
Studies; that board will have to deal with such
problems.
This Bill also leaves the door wide open for the
development of a multitude of courses which, in
themselves, produce a number of uncertainties.
Honourable members have dealt with the expansion
of powers, as contained in the provisions, and about
the present board having responsibility for only
years 11 and 12; responsibility for preparatory to
year 10 levels rests with schools. The Bill will move
Victorian education into the realm of certain
ideological theories, which I am sure the Minister
understands.
I wonder about the interpretation of the Bill as
explained by some government members. The Bill
will return Victoria to the 196Os, when we were not
trying to encourage students to complete year 12.
Why would anyone develop a system to grant a
certificate for the passing of year 10? What logic
exists in the system in attempting to bring excellence
into education?
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I understand a number of honourable members
opposite have a commitment to and understand
education, but do some of the ideologues have any
idea of the type of education that may result from
this legislation and do they realise that the Minister
will have extraordinary powers? I would not want
to be in the position of the Minister. He must try to
become a wise person; basically, he is telling
Victorians that all wisdom rests within his
parameters. If that is the way education is heading,
there will be fundamental problems.
I hope honourable members on both sides will
restrict their contributions so that the Committee can
move beyond debate on clause 1. It is unfortunate
that time restrictions have been applied to debate on
education reform, because this Bill is the most
important that Parliament will debate in this
sessional period. Parliament debated the Barley
Marketing Bill for more than 6 hours; but, when it
comes to changing the education system in Victoria,
only a limited time is allowed to analyse and debate
one of the most extraordinary pieces of legislation
ever debated in this place.
I suggest the government withdraw the Bill and
return it to the drawing board. The Bill has too many
uncertainties and has not been drafted properly. It
has many queries about its purposes and leaves too
many factors unsettled. The power of the Minister
becomes paramount and the board will be
subservient to the Minister. If the government does
not realise that these measures will amount to a
negative step for Victorian education, it does not
have a clue what it is doing.
The honourable member for Glen Waverley had
certain ideas about the type of education he wants in
Victoria, but unfortunately his ideas are dissimilar to
what his colleagues want. When he later compares
his contribution to those of other honourable
members, he will realise that he has contradicted the
Minister. We assume the Minister has been
reasonably honest with us about undertakings, but
the honourable member for Glen Waverley will
discover that his contribution has contradicted that
of the Minister.
The Bill does the Minister no credit. The Minister has
a history of commitment not only to the education
area but also in social matters; however, this Bill will
go down in history as one of the most negative steps
that the government has committed itself to in its
first six months in office.
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There is still time for the Minister to withdraw the
Bill. He should reconsider the provisions and
remember that the future of our children should be
handled in a bipartisan manner so that everyone
feels confidence in the system, and politics will not
be seen to be playing with the future of our children.
Mrs ELLlOTI (Mooroolbark) - I am pleased my
contribution has been preceded by that of the
honourable member for Richmond. I have had many
teacher-related experiences, but one of the most
interesting was as a leader of a Brownie pack in the
high-rise flats adjacent to Richmond Primary School.
That Brownie pack was comprised mainly of
Vietnamese and Laotian children.
What I found fascinating was not so much the
Vietnamese children dancing around an imitation
mushroom, but that after some time many of them
did not attend the Brownie pack meetings.
Apparently many of their parents were sending
them to Xavier College or Mandeville Hall. Their
mothers were working in the sweatshops in
Richmond doing piecework for manufacturers and
their fathers were working in factories. The parents
placed education as a high priority for their children.
An honourable member interjected.
Mrs ELLlOTI - One of my colleagues says that
that is like the shadow Minister! However, many
other honourable members on both sides seem to
have chosen a non-government school education for
their children.
On several occasions in my years as a probation
officer, parents of my clients said that had their
children stayed at school they would not have got
into trouble. Perhaps the "trouble" may not have
been great - perhaps shoplifting or being in moral
danger - but they felt that had their children not
left school at age 14 or 15 years they would have
done better in life.
In my later teaching experiences I taught year 12
students individually. A Chinese girl whose father
was a wholesale greengrocer at the Footscray market
who spoke very little English came to me for two
years to improve her English skills. She is now a
medical graduate at Melbourne University. She
invited me to her graduation ceremony, which I was
pleased to attend.
It is a fact that families choose to send their children

to non-government schools because they believe
they will get a better education. It therefore gave me
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pleasure to read in a newspaper article that a
student from the Flemington High School had gone
into the faculty of medicine at Melbourne University.
Mr Cole interjected.
Mrs ELLIOTI - It was the honourable member
for Melbourne, was it?
The CHAIRMAN - Order! The Committee is
interested in the educational exploits of the
honourable member for Melbourne, but he should
not interject.
Mrs ELLIOTI - That is interesting, Mr
Chairman; from memory I believe the student was
female. Unless the honourable member for
Melbourne has undergone a radical life experience,
it was not him.
The honourable member for Geelong North spoke
about curriculum development being important and
said that the Board of Studies would not ensure
sufficient curriculum development. An article in the
current issue of the Institute of Public Affairs
Education Monitor states:
If we really were appropriately professional, would 25

per cent of our children be leaving primary school with
major literacy problems? Would countless numbers of
them be 'doing' The Family, Pollution, the First Fleet,
or the Dreamtime three years running in primary
school, but have difficulty using a phrase like "the east
coast of Australia" when defining the location of
Sydney? And would we continue to insist that testing
the reading of infant children is more 'stressful' than
allowing them to progress to high school without basic
word attack skills?

The honourable member for Geelong North said that
it was terrible to give children a certificate at year 10
level. I disagree with him; it is important in life to
mark progress. Society suffers if we do not mark
progress through life to enhance people's
self-esteem by sufficiently celebrating achievement
at various levels. The groups that have the highest
levels of education and the lowest levels of
delinquency attest to that: I refer to the Jewish
community, which celebrates the passage of time
early in life with the bar mitzvah or the bat mitzvah,
which takes place at the age of 13 years. The Jewish
community says that a boy or a girl becomes a man
or a woman at the age of 13 years. Jewish children
do not seriously believe they have finished their
education or have become adults, but they mark the
bar mitzvah as the beginning of a new phase. With
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the decline of formal Christianity in society we do
not have enough marking of levels of achievement
in people's lives.
An honourable member interjected.

Mrs ELLIOTI -Confirmations are declining.
One of my children agreed to be confirmed but hid
in the woodpile when the vicar came. My two other
children declined to be confirmed. We do not
sufficiently mark passages of time in life. A
certificate at year 10 is a mark of achievement that
will encourage a child to go further to obtain a
certificate at year 11, and I have no problem with
them obtaining a certificate at year 12. Every student
should be given a chance.
I commend the Minister for establishing a Board of
Studies that will provide a coordinated curriculum
from preparatory year to year 12. One of the great
sorrows to me when the list of the top VCE students
was published last year was the clustering of the
achievements of students from non-government
schools. My aim and the aim of any government
should be to make government schooling a genuine
alternative and to stop that clustering in
non-government schools. If that took place the top
VCE students would be in government schools.
Most parents cannot afford to send their children to
non-government schools; children should get the
best of life's chances by obtaining their primary and
senior schooling in government schools.
There has been too much evidence over the past 10
years of political correctness in government schools.
The honourable member for Ripon spoke about the
lack of rigour being applied to children in
government schools and the education parents want
their children to have. I am a great advocate for
government schools, contrary to what opposition
members might say. I have always taught in the
government system and should like the schools to
offer children the best chance in life by giving them
a good education. The experience of the honourable
member for Melbourne, allegedly in his guise as a
female graduate from Flemington High School being
able to study medicine at Melbourne University
could be replicated many times.
The Minister for Education has been far-sighted in
establishing the Board of Studies. Many parents
want to know how their children are going against
the achievements of other students. The parents who
come to my office say they want to know how their
children are going, regardless of whether they are
bright or struggling. Testing will enable students to
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get the help they need to achieve the educational
levels that are required to put them on the
educational pathways that are mentioned in the Bill.
I turn to Schools of the Future. Many government
members had not anticipated the extreme
disappointment of the schools that did not get into
the pilot program. Yesterday morning I spent an
hour consoling a principal from one of my local
secondary colleges which had not been admitted to
the pilot program. I told him that the school would
probably get into the program next year. He said,
"That is not good enough. It is a slur on our school;
we want to be in the initial program". Many schools
applied for admission to the pilot program but only
a certain number could be included. I realised that
instead of congratulating the schools that got into
the pilot program I should have spent more time
going to the schools in my electorate which got into
the associate group. I should have told them that it
was no reflection on the outstanding education they
are offering their students, because only a limited
number of schools could be included in the pilot
program.
The Bill marks an advance in Victoria's education
system. It will increase the standard of education
and offer students in Victorian government schools
the standard they want, that their parents want and
that their teachers want.
Mr SANDON (Carrum) - I thank you, Mr
Chairman, for the leniency you have shown the
Committee on what has been a wide-ranging
discussion on education. The debate reflects the
anger of honourable members at the way debate on
the Bill has been guillotined. Members on both sides
of the House have wanted to make contributions to
the debate on the effect the Board of Studies will
have on education. I am not sure whether the
honourable member for Malvern is aware of the
implications of the legislation.
The honourable member for Ripon obviously has
not understood that for the past decade parents and
teachers have wanted more from the education
system.
I thank you, Mr Chairman, for the way you have
allowed opposition members to speak extensively
on clause 1. I am now waiting for the Minister to
indicate whether my proposed amendments will be
accepted.
Mr ROWE (Cranbourne) - Some of the
comments of honourable members in this debate are
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totally hypocritical. The children of the honourable
members for Sunshine, Carrum and Broadmeadows
do not attend government schools, unlike my
children, who attend the local State primary school.
Obviously those honourable members are not happy
for their children to benefit from their contribution
to the Labor system of education!
It is hypocritical of the honourable member for
Altona to refer to ideological education when the
Labor system of education includes a subject known
as Labor studies. Whatever happened to
even-handed education? Nothing is heard about the
great steps forward of capitalism and the gains that
can be made by achievement of excellence in society.
Even the honourable member for Williamstown was
quoted in the Labor Star as saying:
We also need to emphasise the importance of studies as
yet not central to the curriculum in Victoria: the study
of labour; its importance; its contribution; its culture; its
organisation;

Where is the mention of the capitalist contribution to
the community?
Ms Kimer - Read it.
Mr ROWE - It is not there. I have found that all
teachers want to do is to get back to basics and to
stop all the rubbish about ideology and the attempts
at guiding people down the socialist stream.
Teachers want to get back to reading, writing and
arithmetic.
Mr Seitz - How would you know?
Mr ROWE - I would know more than Mr Tram
Conductor.
The CHAIRMAN - Order! When the
honourable member for Cranbourne is referring to
other members he should use their correct titles. He
should also direct his remarks to the Chair.
Mr ROWE - This is an emotive subject. The
education of our children has been hijacked by the
socialists of the other side of the Chamber. Children
need to be taught how to achieve in society. In the
1960s and 1970s students were given some
indication of their achievements in the system by the
granting of intermediate, leaving and matriculation
certificates. I know many people who left with only
intermediate certificates but who were able at least
to read, write and multiply and who have since
achieved greatness. One person I know who left
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with an intermediate certificate has gone on to
become a solicitor.

intermediate certificate he was able to read and
write, unlike children in Victoria today.

The system that is promoted by the Labor Party, and
as expressed to me last night by teachers at a school
council meeting, lacks discipline. It teaches no
respect for the system, for the past or for parents and
teachers. The system also emphasises the rights of
the child but fails to teach that with rights come
responsibilities. A teacher asked me last night,
"Gary, when will your government return this
system to basics?"

Primary school principals have asked me what can
be done about this problem. Those children must be
caught by the system now because it has let them
down for the past 10 years.

Mr Micallef interjected.
Mr ROWE - The honourable member for
Springvale, who lacks the basics, is prepared to
agree that children need to be able to read, write and
do arithmetic.
Teachers want to get on with teaching. They want to
be able to administer discipline in the classroom.
They do not want a child standing up and saying,
''You can't do that to me because I'll sue you, or my
father will". That is what has happened under the
system of the socialist Labor government.
My children are receiving an excellent State school
education, unlike the children of the honourable
member for Sunshine, Carrum and Broadmeadows.
Only one teacher at the school my children attend is
going on strike, and that teacher may not be there
for much longer. The other teachers at that school
are dedicated to the imparting of knowledge to
children, not the ideology and rubbish of the former
government.
The Minister for Education is dedicated to education
to excellence, not education to sameness. People
cannot achieve in this world unless they aspire to
achieve. All the previous government wanted was
the dull, boring sameness which was turned out for
decades in Europe and which was thrown out by the
people of Europe when they rejected socialism.
The current VCE system, which was introduced by
the former Labor government, places excessive
strain on children. If they do not achieve in year 11
they will not get a certificate to enable them to enter
the work force. I reached the leaving certificate level
and was able to enter the Police Force and further
my education. One of my Parliamentary colleagues
from Ballarat actually went to the intermediate level
and reached the rank of senior sergeant before
entering Parliament. At least when he achieved his

It is interesting to examine the entire ideology of the

Labor Party. Last night I listened to ABC radiothat socialist radio station - and had a long laugh
when the fellow who was reporting from Cambodia
said that the electoral booths were to be
"personned". What is "personned"? Voting booths
are "manned" in Australia.

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr ROWE - If honourable members opposite
read the dictionary - if they can read it - they will
find that "manned" means proViding people to
operate. The word "personned" sums up the
Australian Labor Party. It is about ideology without
substance, while members opposite send their
children to private schools.
The State school system can be the equal of or better
than the private school system because it has
excellent teachers who want to get on with the
basics. The Bill will allow teachers to do the job of
teaching excellence.
Mr COLE (Melbourne) - My two children are
too young to go to school; they are aged one and
three years. There is a dispute at home about
whether they will go to the public or the private
school system. That is not because I do not have
faith in the public school system, but because my
wife is a Catholic and believes our children should
have a religious education. At this stage I am
winning the debate and the children may attend
Flemington Primary School.
Unfortunately, they will not be able to attend my
alma mater, Flemington High School, when they are
older, because it has been closed by the government.
My wife and I do not want them to go to a private
secondary college but they may have to because, the
way the government is heading, in a few years there
will be no secondary schools in my area.
I take up the points made by the honourable
member for Mooroolbark about my gender. I have
never been a female. I have suffered no
metamorphosis. I went to law school, not medical
school, but I am pleased that some students from
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Flemington High School have done well. It is
amazing that they have produced a shadow
Attorney-General! I might have done medicine, but
the Liberal administration was in government
during my secondary schooling so Flemington High
School did not have science teachers and it was
impossible to enter medical school without being
taught physics and chemistry at year 12. Even if the
school had had science teachers, the classes were so
large that we would probably have learnt little
science.
Government members talk about the disastrous
education system perpetrated by the 10 years of
Labor administration, but they do not speak of the
increasing number of students staying at school, the
expanding tertiary education sector or the number
of students now attending the law and medical
faculties of the universities throughout Melbourne.
The standard of education in most schools among
the children of Victoria would put many members
opposite to shame, especially the Premier, who
could have studied grammar only for a short period,
because his grammar leaves a lot to be desired.
I have never heard such a load of drivel as
honourable members have heard from government
members about what the government will do for
education. The honourable member for Glen
Waverley wants to take the education system back
to the 19th century. He wants students to learn the
basic reading, writing and arithmetic, but to use a
quill with ink so that they can write lovely curves,
light up and dark down. It does not matter what
they write, as long as it looks good! He does not
want students to use computers or calculators. He
wants to reintroduce the cadet training system,
especially for children in the preparatory class. He
wants them marching up and down, preferably in
uniforms that they will have to pay for themselves.
He also wants the teachers in uniform! He wants to
make sure tha t everyone is in uniform so that they
all look exactly the same, teachers and students, so
that there is no individuality in SOCiety.
He does not want children to grow up thinking that
they may be members of a union - heaven forbid!
He does not want students learning about socialist
principles - which would stop the teaching of
history - because that would inform them of the
industrial revolution. He certainly does not want
students to know anything about revolutions.
What sort of education system would that be? An
appalling system; one that did not accept computers,
calculators or a grammar text system that will do the
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grammar for the student. They would have to know
their times tables by heart. How could they count
sheep without a calculator!
The honourable member for Cranboume thinks that
during the past 10 years people like myself were
sitting in a dark room with a hammer and sickle
beside us working out how we would convince
SOCiety of the benefits of communism and having
communism taught in the education system. Where
is the evidence of that? What is happening in
universities? Honourable members opposite should
ask that noted left-wing educationalist, Professor
Penington, about the background of students at the
University of Melbourne. They would soon find that
very few of the students there come from
working-class suburbs. Because the education
system is geared to competitive mechanisms,
students from working-class suburbs are almost
precluded from attending that university.
Members of the government want to reintroduce the
intermediate certificate, which would not even get
young people into the Police Force today. Those
systems are gone; they are pas~. It is nonsense.
I am pleased that the honourable member for
Mooroolbark is teaching children about Brownies. I
am sure that has some value, but education is much
broader than that. The Victorian certificate of
education provides a broad range of subjects that
will properly prepare students for university, not to
develop communist plots or to learn about
socialism. What absolute nonsense!
Mr E. R. Smith interjected.
Mr CO LE - The honourable member ought to
keep quiet after the pasting he has received. He
wants the government to introduce a Japanese
system of education.
In conclusion, I thank the honourable member for

Mooroolbark for mentioning Flemington High
School. Unfortunately it has been closed and is about
to be sold to the Victoria Racing Club for use as a
jockeys' school. The contributions of government
members were appalling; they ought to go back to
school.
Mr JENKINS (Ballarat West) - I come from a
trade background and have been privileged to train
apprentices for the past 30 years. Over the past
decade I have seen a deterioration in the standard of
education of apprentices who have come through
the system. Much has been said tonight about the
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three Rs. When it comes to apprentices trying to fill
out time sheets or even write their names and
addresses it is obvious that the three Rs are not
being taught.
An employer requires his employees to do a fair
day's work for a fair day's pay -and he expects
that at least they are able to fill out work sheets. I can
give an example of a young apprentice who had
been educated to VCE level in the magnificent
school system that has been in place for the past
10 years. He had a 1-metre-Iong ruler and was asked
to give a measurement of a specific item. I asked him
what the measurement was, and he said, 'The
length of the ruler plus 59 little bits". The education
system had not even taught that kid how to read a
ruler!
These days employers expect employees to have at
least the same ability as employees in years gone by.
They expect that at the very least employees can
write. I take the point made by the honourable
member for Melbourne about working a computer.
These days many machines are computer
programmed or logic controlled. Employees come
into factories from the school system, where they
have had a wonderful time. They look at a computer
and ask, "What is that?" They may say that they saw
computers during their VCE years and that they
learnt something about them, but they cannot work
them because they have not been properly trained or
tested on the way through. They may have
supposedly done studies on computers, but when it
comes to practical work they cannot transfer the
knowledge they are supposed to have learnt to the
skills needed to work on the machines.
Another example concerns a factory employing
more than 600 people where 10 new employees were
required to work with modem machinery. The
personnel manager told me that he interviewed
100 people to find 10 employees who had been
educated to the standard required to work the
machines.
Over the past 10 years our education system has not
worked. The Bill is important because it will provide
a proper standard of education in the 19905 that will
ensure future employment for people.
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tackle some of the misapprehensions of opposition
members such as those evident in the vituperative
remarks of the honourable member for Altona, the
ill-informed comments of the honourable member
for Morwell, the provocative ideology of the
honourable member for North Geelong and the
absolute cant of the honourable members for
Richmond and Melbourne. The problem with all of
those speakers is that they think the government and
non-government school systems are separate and
that there is some extant class warfare. Their
chip-on-the-shoulder mentality is a mind-set about
how to keep them separate, as if they are not part of
the same system and do not cross-fertilise and learn
from each other. These are terrible
misapprehensions about education as a whole and
reveal something about the speakers and their
knowledge of education.
The important thing about diverse education sectors
is that there be a partnership between them, which
the Bill will allow. That is something the opposition
obviously finds ideologically unacceptable.
Opposition members must learn that the most
effective way for education to proceed in this State is
to have choices for parents and choices for students
about the schools they attend and choices for
employers from the range of people who graduate
from our education system. They do not seem to be
able to understand the three streams of education
we need: to prepare people for higher education; to
prepare them for work; and to provide opportunities
for those people who do not know which of those
two paths to pursue.
The CHAIRMAN - Order! The honourable
member's time has expired.
I remind the House that according to Standing
Order No. 44 an honourable member should not
walk between the member addressing the Chamber
and the Chair. There have been several occasions in
recent times when that has happened. Honourable
members should always be mindful of the
honourable member speaking and should not cross
between that honourable member and the Chair.

The time allotted for the remaining stages of the Bill
has expired. The question is:

The CHAIRMAN - Order! The honourable
member's time has expired. The honourable member
for Malvern has 2 minutes.

Clause agreed to.

Mr DOYLE (Malvern) - I feel I must speak again
on the Bill, even in the 2 minutes remaining, to

is:

That clause 1 stand part of the Bill.

The CHAIRMAN - Order! The further question
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That clauses 2 to 26, together with the printed and
circulated government amendments Nos 1 to 5, be
agreed to.

Question agreed to.

Printed and circulated government amendments referred
to in question:
1.

Clause 5, line 13, omit "receive" and insert "have
access to".

2.

Clause 6, page 4, lines 29 and 30, omit paragraph (0)
and insert"(0) to report (as the Board sees fit) on student

performance to the Minister, the Director of
School Education and relevant bodies;".
3.

Clause 16, line 2, after ''Board'' insert "(of which there
must be at least 6 in each year)".

4.

Clause 17, line 32, after "person" insert "employed in
the administration or execution of this Act or the
Education Act 1958".

5.

Clause 24, line 8, after "person" insert "employed in
the administration or execution of this Act or the
Education Act 1958".

Reported to House with amendments.
Passed remaining stages.

APPROPRIATION (PARLIAMENT
1992-93) BILL and SUPPLY
(PARLIAMENT 1993-94, No. 1) BILL
Mr GUDE (Minister for Industry and
Employment) - I declare these Bills to be urgent
Bills, and I move:
That these Bills be considered urgent Bills.

Required number of members rose indicating
approval of motion being put.
House divided on motion:

Ayes, 57
Ashley, Mr
Bildstien, Mr
Clark, Mr
Coleman, Mr
Cooper, Mr
Davis, Mr
Dean, Mr
Doyle,Mr
Elder, Mr
ElIiott, Mrs
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Maughan, Mr
Napthine, Dr
Paterson, Mr
Perrin, Mr
Perton, Mr
Pescott, Mr
Peulich, Mrs
Phillips, Mr
Plowman, Mr A.F.
Plowman, Mr S.J.

Finn, Mr
Gude,Mr
Hayward, Mr
Heffernan, Mr
Henderson, Mrs
Honeywood, Mr
Hyams,Mr
Jasper, Mr
Jenkins, Mr (Teller)
John,Mr
Kennett, Mr
Kilgour, Mr
Leigh, Mr
McArthur, Mr
McGrath, Mr J.F.
McGrath, Mr W.D.
McLellan,Mr
Maclellan, Mr
McNamara, Mr

Reynolds, Mr
Richardson, Mr
Rowe,Mr
Ryan, Mr
Smith, Mr E.R.
Smith, Mr l.w.
Spry,Mr
Steggall, Mr
Stockdale, Mr
Tanner, Mr
Tehan, Mrs
Thompson, Mr
Traynor, Mr (Teller)
Treasure, Mr
Turner, Mr
Wade,Mrs
Weideman, Mr
Wells,Mr

Noes, 24
Andrianopoulos, Mr (Teller)
Batchelor, Mr
Coghill, Dr
Cole,Mr
Cunningham, Mr
Dollis,Mr
Garbutt, Mrs
Haermeyer, Mr
Hamilton,Mr
Kennan, Mr
Kirner,Ms
Leighton, Mr

Loney, Mr
Marple,Ms
Micallef, Mr
Pandazopoulos, Mr
Roper,Mr
Sandon,Mr
Seitz, Mr
Sercombe, Mr
Sheehan, Mr
Thomson,Mr
Thwaites, Mr (Teller)
Vaughan,Dr

Motion agreed to.
Mr GUDE (Minister for Industry and
Employment) - I move:
That the time allotted for the remaining stages of these
Bills be until 11.15 p.m. this day.

Mr ROPER (Coburg) - On the question of time,
Mr Speaker, the guillotining of the Appropriation
and Supply Bills is part of a clear intention by the
government to make an absolute farce of any Budget
consideration in this House.
Mr S. J. Plowman interjected.
Mr ROPER - The honourable member for
Evelyn suggests that the opposition should not be
raising the question of the amount of time the
government proposes to allow for this debate. I
should have thought that the honourable member
for Evelyn would have some respect for this House
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and would realise that it is important for adequate
time to be allowed for debate on Appropriation Bills.

House divided on motion:

I remind honourable members on the government
side of the House that traditionally in the order of 2S
to 35 hours have been allowed for the debate on
Appropriation, which, until quite recently, included
the Parliamentary appropriation.

Ashley,Mr
Bildstien, Mr
Clark,Mr
Coleman, Mr
Cooper, Mr
Oavis, Mr (Teller)
Dean,Mr
Doyle, Mr (Teller)
Elder,Mr
Elliott, Mrs
Finn,Mr
Gude,Mr
Hayward,Mr
Heffeman, Mr
Henderson, Mrs
Honeywood, Mr
Hyams,Mr
Jasper, Mr
Jenkins, Mr
John, Mr
Kennett, Mr
Kilgour,Mr
Leigh, Mr
McArthur, Mr
McGrath, Mr J.F.
McGrath, Mr W.O.
McLellan,Mr
Maclellan, Mr
McNamara, Mr

Ayes, 57

The SPEAKER - Order! There is far too much
audible conversation in the Chamber. The House
will come to order.
Mr ROPER - In those circumstances any
honourable member who wished to speak in the
Appropriation debate was able to do so. I remind
honourable members - no doubt the honourable
member for Evelyn will remember - that 28 hours
and 41 minutes were allowed for the debate on the
Appropriation Bill in 1981-82 and that in subsequent
years the time allowed was as follows: 26 hours in
1984-85; 25 hours in 1985-86-The SPEAKER - Order! I do not like to interrupt
the honourable member but there is too much
audible conversation in the Chamber. Unless
honourable members remain silent, I will be forced
to indicate who they are.
Mr ROPER - A total of 30 hours was allowed in
1986-87; 29 hours in 1987-88; 2S hours in 1989-90;
27 hours in 1990-91; 30 hours in 1991-92; and in the
last sessional period under the Labor government
some 18 hours and 30 minutes were allowed for the
debate on the Supply Bill alone.
When guillotine motions were moved on
Appropriation or Supply Bills, they were moved
after there had been a Significant number of
speakers. Indeed it would be reasonable to say that
when the guillotine motion was moved on
Appropriation or Supply Bills there had been
discussion with the two other parties which ensured
that there was sufficient time for all remaining
members of the government and the opposition - The SPEAKER - Order! I am forced to interrupt
the honourable member at this stage. It is 10 o'clock
and under Sessional Orders I am required to
interrupt the business of the House.
Debate interrupted.
Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer) - I move:
That the sitting be continued.

Maughan,Mr
Napthine, Or
Paterson, Mr
Perrin, Mr
Perton, Mr
Pescott, Mr
Peulich, Mrs
Phillips,Mr
Plowman, Mr A.F.
Plowman, Mr S.J.
Reynolds, Mr
Richardson, Mr
Rowe, Mr
Ryan, Mr
Smith, Mr E.R.
Smith, Mr l.w.
Spry, Mr
Steggall,Mr
Stockdale, Mr
Tanner, Mr
Tehan, Mrs
Thompson, Mr
Traynor,Mr
Treasure, Mr
Tumer,Mr
Wade,Mrs
Weideman, Mr
Wells,Mr

Noes, 24
Andrianopoulos, Mr
Batchelor, Mr
Coghill, Dr
Cole,Mr
Cunningham, Mr
Dollis,Mr
Garbutt, Mrs
Haermeyer, Mr
Hamilton,Mr
Kennan,Mr
Kimer,Ms
Leighton, Mr

Loney, Mr
Marple, Ms (Teller)
Micallef, Mr
Pandazopoulos, Mr
Roper,Mr
Sand on, Mr
Seitz, Mr
Sercombe, Mr
Sheehan, Mr
Thomson,Mr
Thwaites, Mr
Vaughan, Or (Teller)

Motion agreed to.
Debate resumed.
Mr ROPER (Coburg) - It is interesting to look at
the number of members who spoke on the
Appropriation Bills during the 51st Parliament. In
1989-90 some 54 members spoke for 25 hours and
54 minutes. In 1990-91 some 55 members spoke for a
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total of 26 hours and 58 minutes; and in 1991-92
some 61 members spoke for a total of 30 hours and
29 minutes. In addition at least 30 members spoke
every year on the Supply debate.
This government has deliberately set about taking
away the rights of honourable members to speak on
Appropriation Bills. There is no question that the
Leader of the House and the government have
decided that it is an unnecessary privilege for
members to speak on the Budget and that Supply
debates are not important.
Last year when the coalition was in power only
10 members spoke on the Appropriation (Interim
Provision 1992-93) Bill spanning a total of 4 hours
and 59 minutes. The government guillotined debate
on the Appropriation (Interim Provision, Parliament
1992-93) Bill allowing time enough for only
2 members to speak in 1 hour and 6 minutes.
It makes an absolute farce of the speech that the
government wrote for the Governor to read at the
opening of Parliament last October, which said that
the government wished to reinstate the importance
of Parliament. The government has absolutely no
intention of dong that! One wonders where the great
democrats on the other side are now. When he was
in opposition the Minister for Finance insisted that
adequate time be provided for debate on Ministerial
statements. He is now voting with his colleagues to
ensure that debate is kept to an absolute minimum
because the government has respect for neither this
place nor the importance of honourable members
being able to present their views.

During debate on the Appropriation Bills the
government deliberately gagged its own members. I
am sure that comforted them because they did not
want to support the Bills anyway! The government
is now doing the same with the Parliamentary
Appropriation Bills.
I wish to move an amendment to the motion before
the House:
That the expression "11.15 p.m." be omitted with the
view to inserting in place thereof the expression "1 p.m.
tomorrow".

I am not suggesting that Parliament should go
through the stupidity of meeting through the night
as the government insisted last week. I am
suggesting a sensible debate lasting for some hours
so that members on both sides of the House can
contribute.

The SPEAKER - Order! Did the honourable
member for Coburg say "1 a.m." or "1 p.m."?
Mr ROPER - I said 1. p.m.
Mr Reynolds - That is tomorrow afternoon!
Mr ROPER -If the honourable member had
been listening he would have been aware that I was
saying that Parliament should not repeat the
stupidity of last week sitting during the night, but
rather that the Bills be debated between 10 a.m. and
1 p.m. tomorrow.
The·government seems absolutely determined to
deny the rights of members in this place. When he
was in opposition the Treasurer used to speak for
approximately 2 hours on the Appropriation Bills
and then had a full cast of members behind him to
follow. The Treasurer is now party to a motion that
denies members on either side of the House the right
to participate in debate on the Parliamentary
Appropriation Bills.
This action will return one day to haunt the
government because it destroys - The SPEAKER - Order! The honourable
member's time has expired.
Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer) - The Labor Party
must surely qualify for the Guinness Book of Records
for hypocrisy on at least two grounds: this House
has just seen the amazing spectacle of the opposition
actually opposing the continuation of the sitting in
order to argue that more time should be provided to
debate the Parliamentary Appropriation Bills. That
defies logic. How can the opposition simultaneously
argue that the Sitting should not be continued and
that more time should be available to debate the
Parliamentary Appropriation Bills? Those two
points made by the honourable member for Coburg
show that the Labor Party simply does not have its
act together. It cannot even reconcile its attitude
towards debate on a particular Bill with its overall
attitude towards Parliamentary debate.
It is extraordinary on that score alone that the
opposition has engaged in the sort of inconsistency
breathlessly espoused by the honourable member
for Coburg. It is utterly irreconcilable, and even the
opposition must concede it, that the honourable
member for Coburg would call for a division to
oppose the continuation of the sitting and then
speak on a motion demanding that he should have
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more time to address the Bills. It is unbelievable
hypocrisy and inconsistency.
The opposition has attempted to frustrate the
considerations of this Parliament. The government
was prepared to enter into discussions with the
opposition as a whole and with individual shadow
Ministers to allocate suitable times for debating Bills
on which the opposition had important views to put
forward. The opposition has not been prepared to
agree to that or to facilitate the orderly processing of
the business of Parliament.
Time and again opposition members have delivered
substantially the same speeches. As I pointed out
last week, the honourable member for Preston made
the same speech virtually word for word.
Mr Leighton - I was being consistent.
Mr STOCKDALE - Consistent to the point of
irrelevancy and tedious repetition and boredom. He
had nothing to contribute to the debate; he was
simply filling in time. Because the Standing Orders
allocate a certain amount of time for a member to
speak, he stood up on two separate occasions and
made virtually the same speech. What was the
purpose of that?
The government is prepared to negotiate with the
opposition to identify - Mr Roper interjected.
Mr STOCKDALE - That is simply untrue. There
has been no disagreement about the time allowed
for the deliberation of Bills. I do not doubt that there
will be disagreements in the future, but the fact is
that the government has been prepared to get
together with the opposition and identify the Bills
on which the opposition requires meaningful debate.
It is extraordinary that tonight the opposition voted
against the Supply Bills. Since 1975 the Australian
Labor Party has sought to maintain the rage of the
people of Australia against even the possibility of
blocking Supply. How can the Labor Party expect to
be taken seriously after voting against the passage of
Supply in this Parliament?

Mr Leighton -In the Lower House, not the
Upper House!
Mr STOCKDALE - The opposition intends to
adopt a different position in the Upper House. That
is a complete sham. The Labor Party is virtually
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saying, '1t is all different. Although we are
outnumbered two to one in both Houses, in the
Lower House we will indulge in the luxury of voting
against Supply. In the Lower House, where Supply
has been introduced and the government is formed,
we are intent on opposing Supply but we are not
prepared to do so in the Upper House".
Mr Leighton - On the question of time!
The SPEAKER - Order! The honourable
member for Preston has had a fair go. I ask him to
come to order.
Mr STOCKDALE - It is all hypocrisy and
nonsense. The Labor Party has given ingenuous
treabnent to the rules of Parliamentary debate. It has
set out to frustrate rather than facilitate proper and
orderly debate in the House. The proof of that is
that, on countless Bills that the Labor Party agreed
with and ultimately voted to support, it ran a
filibuster campaign by putting up speaker after
speaker with nothing to contribute to the debate;
they merely filled in time. OppOSition speakers
offered nothing constructive. It was hypocrisy of the
highest order. It ill behoves the Labor Party's Leader
of the House to protest in the middle of his own
speech, thus denying himself the right to speak on a
Bill when he knows that it is simply a waste of time
and frustrates the opportunity of his members to
contribute to the debate. If the Labor Party had any
shred of decency it would stop this farce, cooperate
with the government in its time tabling arrangements
and allow all members to make useful and proper
contributions to the debate, instead of squandering
time in debating these procedures.
Dr COGHILL (Werribee) - The speech by the
Treasurer is unbelievable. As a member of the
executive of the Parliamentary Labor Party and as a
close colleague of the honourable member for
Coburg, I am in a pOSition to know whether there
have been overtures of the type indicated by the
Treasurer to the opposition to attain orderly
arrangements for the programming of business of
the House. Such overtures have not occurred. In
fairness to the Treasurer, perhaps someone has told
him that that was the proposal, but it has not
happened. What the Treasurer said tonight is untrue.
No overtures were made to the opposition and no
proposals were put to it. The closest we came to
such a position was an indication by the Premier,
speaking on the Appropriation and Supply Bills last
Thursday, when he said:
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In the interests of staff and members, the operation of

the Federal system should be considered. I thought
that, with agreement, we could introduce those
arrangements to Victoria. We have tried it this week
and it has not worked because the opposition has
filibustered.

It is simply not true. I have been closely involved in

the issue and kept up to date with the discussion the little there has been - between the Leader of the
House for the Labor Party, the honourable member
for Coburg, and the government. The sorts of
proposals intimated by the Premier have not
occurred.
The references the Premier made to the Federal
system indicate that he does not understand how it
works in any event and that he is unfamiliar with
the options paper issued by the former Standing
Orders Committee of which you, Mr Speaker, and I
were both members. That options paper was
circulated to members of the House in July last year.
The solution to the problem was in the options
paper circulated to members of the 51st Parliament
in 1992.
The SPEAKER - Order! The Chair has some
difficulty. As the honourable member would
appreciate, debate on the question of time is narrow
and I am not sure whether the Chair can entertain
the canvassing of other matters. I ask the honourable
member to return to the question of time.
Dr COG HILL - In debating the question of time
it is important to canvass the opportunity for
members to consider issues relevant to these two
Bills, which are to be debated concurrently. A key
matter the House must consider and debate in that
context is the management of Parliament, in
particular the management of this House, which in
turn goes to the effective and efficient use of its time.
I will not deal with the merits of the proposal put by
the Premier, but the document issued by the former
Standing Orders Committee is publicly available
and contains suggestions on how the House can
overcome this problem.
Over the past few sitting days the government
seems to have been struck with some sort of
petulance. Time and again we have seen petulant
behaviour by government members responsible at
the time for procedural motions in the House, which
led to the absurd sitting arrangements last week
when the Thursday sitting extended from 10 a.m. on
Thursday until 11.45 a.m. on Friday. Today the
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Parliament and this House, in particular, are being
treated with absolute contempt by the executive
government.

If the principal motion before the Chair had been
carried forthwith, it would have denied almost
every member of the House the opportunity to
contribute to the debate. Yet here the proposed
legislation affects the very reason for our being here;
it affects the right for us to put views in the
Parliament and to act on behalf of our constituents.
Similarly, it affects the efficiency and effectiveness of
Parliamentary committees, on which many of us
serve. It goes to a whole host of issues which,
frankly, this Parliament ought to consider seriously.
Almost all of the new members, just to take a basic
example, would have noticed the hopeless
ergonomics of the seating in this Chamber.
The SPEAKER - Order! The ergonomics may be
difficult, but that matter has nothing to do with the
question of time.
Dr COG HILL - Perhaps in debating Bills subject
to a motion such as is now before the Chair
members would want to canvass that matter. I shall
not get into the merits or demerits of the seating
arrangements, but it is one issue of concern that
members might want the opportunity of canvassing.
Much more fundamental is the opportunity to
canvass the view put by the Premier last week that
this State Parliament should be abolished. The
Premier said that if there were a motion for the
abolition of State Parliament he would support it.
Since then he has made contradictory statements in
speaking on behalf of the government. These are
fundamental issues on which every member of
Parliament would have a view and on which every
member should have the opportunity of
commenting. I shall not debate the matter because
this is not the time or the place to argue the merits of
the Premier's view that State Parliament should be
abolished as an institution, but I suggest that all
honourable members should have an opportunity of
putting their views on the issue before the House.
There may be differences of opinion within parties,
as there are between the Premier and other members
of the House, but the important point is that we
should have the opportunity of debating the issue.
Honourable members should have the opportunity
of debating a host of other matters, such as the staff
cuts suffered by Assembly members. Honourable
members should have the opportunity of debating
the absurd charge that the opposition is
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filibustering. Since the 52nd Parliament began in
October last year and certainly during the current
sessional period I have probably spent more time
than most honourable members listening to debates.
I can say with absolute certainty that with few
exceptions the contributions made by honourable
members have not been repetitious. Most have
introduced fresh matters rather than repeating
previous arguments or the arguments of others.
A number of pieces of legislation have been passed
remarkably quickly with few contributions from
members from either side. At least the House should
have the opportunity of debating the second reading
of the Bills in the time suggested in the motion
moved by the honourable member for Coburg. His
position is not hypocritical because he has moved
that we should have rational Sitting hours and
reasonable periods for debate. Rather than having
only 1 hour and 20 minutes this evening, 3 hours
should be made available tomorrow for the
second-reading debate. The debate on the motion for
the adjournment of the sitting should proceed
forthwith after the determination of the motion
before the Chair. That would be entirely reasonable
and proper.
As honourable members are aware, the Bills are
historic, because it is the first time that Bills such as
these have been introduced into the Victorian
Parliament. The only precedent was the interim Bill
that was passed in October last. That is cause
enough for the debate to be extended by the motion
moved by the honourable member for Coburg. I
support the motion and I urge the House to do so.
Mr LEIGHTON (Preston) - For the government
to move the guillotine on the Appropriation
(Parliament 1992-93) Bill and the Supply (Parliament
1993-94, No. 1) Bill-Mr W. D. McGrath - Why do you need your
notes?
The SPEAKER - Order! The Minister for
Agriculture is out of order.
Mr LEIGHTON - For the government to apply
the gag to these two Bills creates a farce. I should
have thought the Bills would have received support
from both sides of the House, because Parliament
now has its own Appropriation and Supply Bills.
But in one fell swoop the government has denied the
House the opportunity of debating these Bills - and
that should also be seen in the context of only
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10 hours being allowed for debate on the
mini-Budget.
Last week most honourable members were denied
the opportunity of making a contribution to the
debate on the mini-Budget. It would have been
appropriate for honourable members to have been
given the opportunity to debate for the first time
Parliament's Appropriation and Supply Bills.
Mr Stockdale interjected.
Mr LEIGHTON - It really does not matter
whether 1 hour is taken up debating the question of
time or debating the substantive proposition,
because at the end of the day 1 hour is almost no
time at all. Almost every member of the House will
be denied the opportunity of making a contribution
to the debate.
This should have been a landmark occasion for
members on both sides of the House. A number of
important issues are contained in the Bills, but I
suspect the reason the government is keen to gag the
debate is that the Bills deal with the way Parliament
and members meet the needs and expectations of
local communities. Because only 1 hour will be
allowed for debate on the second reading of the Bills
the community will be denied the opportunity of
seeing its representatives held accountable.
The Bills go to the heart of the Westminster system.
The onus is on the government to use the guillotine
only occaSionally, but the guillotine was applied
more often during the first Sitting weeks of the 52nd
Parliament than it was in the previous four years of
the Labor government. The government could argue
that with the rush of legislation in the final weeks
there is a need to apply the guillotine, but it is now
being used a little over halfway through the session.
The Appropriation and Supply Bills for Parliament
are the last Bills that should be gagged. In doing so
the government has trampled over the Westminster
conventions. The government has forfeited any right
to use the guillotine.
The government did not seek to reconvene
Parliament for the autumn sessional period until
9 March. If the government had said it had a large
number of Bills to deal with, the opposition would
have been happy to sit in February. Not only did the
government not seek to reconvene Parliament in
February, but when it did sit on 9 March the
government wasted two weeks of honourable
members' time dealing only with fillers. It was not
until the end of March that the government got
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down to serious business. The government was not
able to introduce its legislation until then, and now,
during the last few weeks of the sessional period, it
is faced with a backlog. It appears that the
government intends to guillotine one Bill after
another, which is a serious matter for members on
both sides of the House.
My rights are being denied, and few honourable
members will be able to make a contribution in
1 hour. The honourable member for Coburg may
make his contribution as lead opposition
spokesman, and if a government member seeks to
make a contribution, that will complete the time for
debate. Only one member from either side will be
able to contribute to the debate, which is not
satisfactory. I can see why the oncers on the other
side are happy to hide behind the guillotine, because
without that excuse they would have difficulty
explaining to their electorates why they did not
participate in the debate. Now they have the perfect
excuse when asked by their electors why they did
not participate.
The SPEAKER - Order! The honourable
member for Preston is straying from the question of
time. I ask him to come back to the question.
Mr LEIGHTON - Because only 1 hour will be
allowed for the second-reading debate, most
honourable members will not have the opportunity
to participate. Honourable members opposite will
not get away with that excuse in their electorates:
their constituents will understand that they have not
participated in the debate.
The government is more concerned about sending
the Premier to China at the end of the sessional
period than allowing adequate debate on each Bill. If
a backlog in business exists at the end of the
sessional period the opposition will be happy to
continue sittings, but the government is determined
to whip the Premier out of the country and into
China. That may be good. for Victoria, but it is not
good. for Parliament if the government intends to
guillotine every Bill and finish the sessional period
early.
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Mr Roper interjected.
Mr LEIGHTON - I am not sure that I would be
game to check but it certainly appeared that
honourable members opposite became hairy-chested
and consequently subjected not only all honourable
members but also Parliamentary staff to enormous
personal pressure - and achieved very little.
It is also farcical that last week members of the

government suggested we may finish at about 5 a.m.
today and again tomorrow, but that they now wish
to guillotine debate. Clearly the government has
mismanaged the business it has listed on the Notice
Paper, because there are very few Bills to be
debated. That is another reason why the government
should not allow only 1 hour for debate.
Obviously the Treasurer does not understand how
Appropriation Bills work, because he attacks the
Labor Party for opposing the Bills in this House. The
opposition has the right to do that. In 1975 the tactic
of using numbers in the Upper House to block - The SPEAKER - Order! The honourable
member's time has expired.
Mr MICALLEF (Springvale) - I support the
amendment moved by the honourable member for
Coburg to extend the time allowed for debate until
1 p.m. tomorrow - a sensible motion. It is absurd
that Parliament should be debating the issue of time
at 10.45 p.m. when honourable members should be
packing up to go home for a good. night's sleep. To
pinch the Premier's phrase and use it in its proper
context, the government is kneecapping Parliament.
The government is usurping the rights of Parliament
and honourable members in a disgraceful manner.
It is rather sad that the use of the guillotine motion is

becoming prevalent. Its overuse will damage
Parliament. It is about time the use of the guillotine
motion was put to rest, along with the staff of
Parliament and honourable members, and that we
return tomorrow to debate the Appropriation and
Supply Bills for Parliament.
It is nonsense for the Treasurer to say the opposition

The Treasurer said the government was prepared to
negotiate on the time allowed for debate on each
Bill. I reject that statement. That proposition did not
apply last Thursday when the opposition was
willing to negotiate. The sitting last Thursday could
have finished at the satisfactory time of about
midnight, but honourable members opposite
became hairy-chested and decided - -

wishes to continue debate untill a.m. because the
amendment to the motion on the time allotted for
debate on the Bills was that the debate continue until
1 p.m. tomorrow, with the intention of Parliament
knocking off early to allow everyone to have a good.
night's sleep, and recommencing at 10 a.m.
tomorrow. Everyone should understand the issue.
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The constant use of the urgency motion, coupled
with absurd hours of sitting, has become ridiculous.
Although the nature of the Bills is limited, debate on
Appropriation for Parliament is important. Many
honourable members will have something to say
about the funding of Parliament, the way funding is
used and the misuse of funds in allowing Parliament
to sit all night. Rather than paying for penalty rates
that are of dubious benefit to those who work here,
we should sit reasonable hours and properly debate
the allocation of funds to Parliament.
Mr Finn interjected.
Mr MICALLEF - I remind the honourable
member with the big mouth that as a member of
Parliament he has rights; he may not now appreciate
them, but at some stage he will learn that Parliament
has a legal and moral responsibility to look after the
wellbeing of its members and its staff. It is about
time Parliament started to realise that fact and acted
responsibly.
It is a disgrace that we are forced to extend the

sittings for an absurd number of hours so as to push
Bills through this place. No wonder the quality of
debate here does not come up to standard: time will
not allow for proper debate and interaction between
both sides of the House.
Parliament has been hamstrung, kneecapped and
pressured into behaving in a manner that is totally
unacceptable to the public. It is disgraceful that the
situation should be allowed to continue.
The Treasurer has the hide to say that the House
hears repetitious speech after repetitious speech.
Anyone who has been a member of this place for a
number of years would have been forced to listen to
boring repetition in the speeches of the Treasurer,
especially when he was shadow Treasurer; yet he
has the hide to say that other members can be
repetitious. I think the Treasurer holds the world
record for provocative boredom! The Treasurer can
keep that record because no-one on this side would
want to wrest it from him.
The House needs time to debate the Parliamentary
Appropriation. The Treasurer, like every honourable
member, should be preparing himself to go home remembering that Ministers ride home in
comfortable cars, perhaps sleeping in the back seats,
while the rest of us make our own way home in the
depths of night.
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The motion moved by the honourable member for
Coburg, that debate be resumed tomorrow and
continue until 1 p.m. is sensible and should be
supported by everyone. We should go home and
have a good sleep and return at 10 a.m. tomorrow
when honourable members on both sides can
question the particulars of the Bills. As it is
envisaged that the House will not even go to the
Committee stage of these Bills, a bipartisan
approach to the operation of this place will be
difficult to achieve.
At one time honourable members took pride in
being members of Parliament, but that pride is being
stripped from us. In the past we could have said that
we had become involved in debate because the
opportunity was afforded to us. Now all we can say
is that the guillotine motion has been moved again
and again. It seems to have almost become an Order
of the Day - the first Order of the Day appears to be
the recitation of the prayer, and the second Order of
the Day is the moving of the guillotine motion.
The sooner the government acts responsibly to
enable honourable members to contribute properly
to debate and sits responsible hours to enable them
to go home for a good night's rest and return
refreshed, the better off we will be and the sooner
we will get some respect from the community. It is
sad tha t the longer this debacle goes on the longer
we will see snippets on television about the
behaviour and antics of members of this place.
We all know we are at our worst at about 3 o'clock
in the morning. It is all downhill, particularly
between 3 o'clock and 5 o'clock in the morning.
At this time of the evening we should be packing up
and going home to have a good night's rest.
Tomorrow the Speaker will be relaxed and refreshed
and will not be cranky and get into people for
interjecting. He will be pleasant and able to control
the House. We will all be in a better frame of mind
after a good night's sleep and some of us will even
behave like human beings, be friendly to each other
and debate Bills properly. The media will look at us
in a far better light rather than reporting the antics of
this place. We have not had the ability to debate Bills
in a proper manner.
I support the proposal to adjourn now and return at
10 o'clock in the morning to debate the
Appropriation (Parliament 1992-93) Bill and the
Supply (Parliament 1993-94, No. 1) Bill until
1 o'clock tomorrow afternoon.
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Mr W. D. McGRATH (Minister for
Agriculture) - I can understand the honourable
member for Coburg protesting about the guillotine.
It is understandable that he wants to use his full
allotment of 10 minutes. It is amazing when
complaining about the lack of time for debate that
the honourable members for Werribee, Preston and
Springvale took up their allotted 10 minutes. If they
were concerned about the amount of time allocated
to this debate they should have shortened their
responses, but they filibustered once again about
time just as they did on the Children and Young
Persons (Further Amendment) Bill, the Shop
Trading (Further Amendment) (Amendment) Bill
and the Barley Marketing Bill.
There is a proper and sensible way to conduct
debates which has not been demonstrated or
exercised by the opposition; it has utilised the time
debating the motion when opposition members had
the opportunity to put forward constructive
criticisms. The opposition has spent its opportunity
and can only blame itself.
House divided on omission (Members in favour
vote No):

Ayes, 57
Ashley,Mr
Bildstien, Mr
Clark, Mr
Coleman,Mr
Cooper,Mr
Davis,Mr
Dean,Mr
Doyle,Mr
Elder, Mr
Elliott, Mrs
Finn, Mr
Gude,Mr
Hayward,Mr
Heffernan, Mr
Henderson, Mrs
Honeywood, Mr
Hyams,Mr
Jasper, Mr
Jenkins, Mr
John,Mr
Kennett, Mr
Kilgour,Mr
Leigh, Mr
McArthur, Mr
McGrath, Mr J.F.
McGrath,·Mr W.D.
McLellan,Mr
Maclellan, Mr

Maughan,Mr
Napthine, Dr
Paterson, Mr
Perrin, Mr
Perton, Mr
Pescott,Mr
Peulich,Mrs
Phillips, Mr
Plowman, Mr A.F. (Teller)
Plowman, Mr S.J.
Reynolds, Mr
Richardson, Mr
Rowe,Mr
Ryan, Mr
Smith, Mr E.R.
Smith, Mr LW.
Spry, Mr
Steggall, Mr
Stockdale, Mr
Tanner,Mr
Tehan, Mrs
Thompson, Mr
Traynor,Mr
Treasure, Mr
Turner,Mr
Wade,Mrs
Weideman, Mr
Wells, Mr (Teller)
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McNamara, Mr

Noes, 25
Andrianopoulos, Mr
Baker,Mr
Batchelor, Mr
Coghill,Dr
Cole,Mr
Cunningham, Mr
Dollis,Mr
Garbutt, Mrs
Haermeyer, Mr (Teller)
Hamilton,Mr
Kennan,Mr
Kirner,Ms
Leighton, Mr

Loney,Mr
Marple,Ms
Micallef,Mr
Pandazopoulos, Mr (Teller)
Roper,Mr
Sandon,Mr
Seitz, Mr
Sercombe, Mr
Sheehan, Mr
Thomson,Mr
Thwaites, Mr
Vaughan, Dr

Amendment negatived.
Motion agreed to.

Second reading
Debate resumed from 8 April; motions of
Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer).
Mr ROPER (Coburg) - The absolute arrogance
of the government is witnessed yet again on these
important Bills. The government is saying to this
Parliament and to Victorians that it simply wants to
avoid debate on major issues. This is in absolute
contrast to the attitude previously taken to debate on
issues relating to Parliament by members of the
Liberal Party when in opposition. The coalition
government simply wants to avoid any detailed
discussion of its budgetary measures, which is an
attitude that is in contrast to the lies of the coalition
government that the Governor had to read out in his
speech in the other place on the opening of this
Parliament. The Governor talked about the reforms
the coalition government would implement to make
Parliament more relevant and accountable, but the
government has, by use of the guillotine,
deliberately ensured that Parliament is not in a
position to debate important issues.
In debate on the issue of time I pointed out that
traditionally the time available for Appropriation
Bills was between 25 and 30 hours to allow 50 to
60 members to speak. The government did not allow
that on the two Appropriation Bills that were
debated last week, when only 12 members spoke,
nor will it allow it on these Appropriation Bills, on
which only 1 person will speak.
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The government does not want it highlighted that it
has cut the budget of the Parliament at a greater rate
than it has cut the budgets of a number of
departments. Further, expenditure on the Parliament
has been significantly skewed in favour of the
government in the provision of increased wageS for
additional Ministers, additional office holders and
additional chairpersons, while the capacity of other
honourable members to service their electoral offices
has been reduced.
The government has also disregarded the
occupational health and safety of Parliamentary
employees. It has allowed the Parliament to meet
any number of hours regardless of the damage it
does to the health of members and the staff.
Mr McNamara interjected.
Mr ROPER - It would have been appropriate for
that to have occurred. I direct to the Deputy
Premier's attention the sitting hours of this
Parliament in 1991, 1992 and 1993. In the autumn
sessional period of 1991 Parliament met for 28
days - more than 10 weeks - and on only four
occasions sat for more than 10 hours on the one day.
On only one occasion did it meet for more than 15
hours, and that was at the end of the session. The
public may argue that 10 hours is sufficient for the
meeting of this place on any day, but during the
1991 sitting Parliament met for less than 10 hours on
24 of the 28 days on which it met and on most
occasions it adjourned at a reasonable time.
During the 1992 spring sessional period the House
sat for 10 hours or less on the vast majority of days
on which it met, and the sitting rarely continued
after midnight. During the autumn sessional period
of 1991 the House continued sitting after midnight
on only three occasions. During the 1992 autumn
sessional period it continued meeting after midnight
on eight occasions, but four of those were for less
than 1 hour after midnight, with the adjournment
commencing before midnight.
What a contrast that is with this sessional period
where, already, on 18 of the days on which
Parliament has sat, eight sittings have extended
beyond midnight and not just by a short period but
for hours.
The SPEAKER - Order! I do not like
interrupting the honourable member, but the debate
is not on time. The honourable member is not
canvassing the Bills.
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Mr ROPER - U Parliament allowed adequate
time for this debate, one would make the point that
these ludicrous sitting hours not only affect the
health and safety of members and staff, but add
significantly to the cost of running Parliament.
Indeed, if the hours of Parliament were more
effectively organised it would cost less to operate.
During this sessional period sittings have finished at
4.44 a.m., 2.43 a.m., 4.2 a.m. and 3.8 a.m. and last
Thursday the House continued to sit through the
night. That severely damages the health of members
and staff and adds significantly to the costs of
Parliament.
It is part and parcel of the general arrogance of the
government, which sees this place as being just for
its own purposes and devices. That is nowhere
better demonstrated than in one small item in the
Bill that makes funds available for the
Commonwealth Parliamentary Association. The
government has simply said, 'We don't care what
the mathematical arrangements might be, we will
ensure that more of our members get trips overseas
than they would in the normal course of events". As
the Premier well knows, Mr Speaker, on that matter
your colleague in another place, the President,
suggested an appropriate solution that would be
fair.

Mr Kennett interjected.
The SPEAKER - Order! The Premier is out of
order.
Mr ROPER - The Premier simply said to us,
'We will run the place as we see fit. We don't care
what the minority in this Parliament think or what
their entitlement should be".
Mr Kennett interjected.
The SPEAKER - Order! The Premier is out of
order with his interjections.
Mr ROPER - The government simply regards
this place as its plaything. It regrets that it must
come in here to have legislation passed in the first
place; it would much prefer to regulate. Indeed,
there is a growing tendency in the legislation that
comes before this place to vastly increase the
regulatory capacity of the Governor in Council.
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The SPEAKER - Order! The time allotted for the
remaining stages of the Bills has expired. The
question is:
That these Bills be now read a second time.

Motion agreed to.
Read second time.
Committed.

Committee
The CHAIRMAN - Order! The time allotted for
the remaining stages of the Bill has expired. The
question is:
That clauses 1 to 4, Programs Nos 103 to 109 contained
in the table in clause 4, and clauses 5 to 8 stand part of
the Appropriation (Parliament 1992-93) Bill; and that
clauses 1 to 5 stand part of the Supply (Parliament
1993-94, No. 1) Bill.

Question agreed to.
Reported to House without amendment.
Passed remaining stages.

ADJOURNMENT
Mr GUDE (Minister for Industry and
Employment) - I move:

residents' funds are fully accounted for, but this is
the most excessive bureaucratic system imaginable.
It is slow and restrictive.
Parents tell me that if they wish to call to collect a
son or daughter to go out to buy a pizza or go
fishing, no money is available for the resident to
spend on a spur-of-the-moment decision. The
resident simply cannot go unless he or she is funded
by the family. They also mention the bureaucratic
nightmare involved in giving a $100 gift to a
resident. The money must be banked - it cannot be
kept in the house - and it can take three weeks of
paperwork before the same $100 is returned to the
person it was given to.
The system requires assessment of every resident.
Even if residents have been independently handling
their money for years, perhaps with a little bit of
help, they now have to answer questionnaires. If
they fail one question they are deemed as not being
independent and must be assigned to an
administrator. That is a restrictive arrangement.
I have been told by interested people that in a house
where clients have been handling their own money
for years, three clients failed the questionnaire, after
which Community Service Victoria officers came
and cut up the plastic cards they had been using.
This is an all-or-nothing system where people are
deemed totally dependent or totally independent
with no help at all.
The SPEAKER - Order! The honourable
member's time has expired.

That the House do now adjourn.

Public toilets in Kalorama Park
Intellectually disabled
Mrs GARBUTI (Bundoora) - I direct to the
attention of the Minister for Community Services the
client account management system, known as
CAMS, applying to intellectually disabled persons.
This new system has just been introduced,
particularly into houses where Community Services
Victoria has taken over from the Regional
Residential Associations.
I have received many complaints from the parents of
residents and other interested people who have told
me about the procedures these clients are now being
forced to go through. They point out that the
bureaucratic system is excessive, with layer upon
layer of administration. Clients have to get receipts
for anything over $5 and three quotes for anything
over $100. We all recognise the need to ensure

Mr McARTHUR (Monbulk) - I ask the Minister
for Natural Resources to direct to the attention of the
Minister for Conservation and Environment in the
other place the draft management plan released for
discussion on Kalorama Park in the Dandenong
Ranges. That draft management plan raises the
possibility of the closure or removal of a set of public
toilets in the reserve.
The proposal has attracted considerable opposition
from local residents and businesses in the area and is
also of concern to the many people who visit the
Dandenongs on week days and, especially,
weekends and public holidays. A number of people
have contacted me on this issue, including Mr Barry
Woods, a former ranger in the Kalorama Park, and
the Chairman of the Dandenong Ranges Tourist
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Council, Mr Phil McCallum. In a letter to the
Minister Mr McCallum said:
Inspection shows that the toilets are in good order and
appear to be well maintained and, as you would ~
aware, are a necessary service to the many visitors to
the Dandenongs particularly those using the car park at
the Kalorama viewpoint.
The question as to whether the toilets ought to be
maintained by the Shire of Lillydale or the department
appears to be an irrelevancy and the DRT does not see
why the public ought to be the meat in the sandwich in
an argument between these two bodies.

There appears to be a demarcation dispute between
the department and the shire as to who is
responsible for the maintenance of the public toilets.
A number of reserves and parks throughout the
Dandenongs protect and preserve some rare items in
the hills. Most honourable members would be aware
of the importance of protecting lyrebirds - but a
number of people in the Dandenongs have pointed
that the rarest species of all in the Dandenongs are
public toilets! A million people visit the Dandenongs
every year and few public toilets are available for
them.
The provision of public toilets has been a
long-running saga in Olinda, and the shires of
Sherbrooke and Lillydale have argued to and fro for
decades about a suitable site. It is a nonsense to
consider removing public toilets from the
Dandenongs simply because no-one is able to decide
whether the department or the shire should be
responsible for their maintenance. It is a badly
needed service. It is of value to businesses in the
hills and influences their ability to attract
customers - and it is clearly valuable to visitors to
the hills. I urge the Minister to take this up with his
colleague in another place to find a way of
maintaining those public toilets.

Timber industry
Ms MARPLE (Altona) - I raise an issue for the
attention of the Minister for Natural Resources.
Anybody fit enough to watch television last Friday
night would know of the Minister's contribution to
the 7.30 Report on the timber industry, the lack of
markets for our native hardwoods and the concerns
of people in the Orbost area about their futures.
On that program the Minister claimed that the State
government was considering building a pulp and
paper mill. People who know the history of such
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mills in all parts of Australia would know of the
battles that have been won and lost on the issue.
Many people involved in conservation are
concerned about the effect of pulp mills on the
environment.
Saturday'S Age contained an article about the issue.
The newspaper reported what the Minister had said
on the 7.30 Report and stated that the Premier had in
good conscience signed the National Forests Policy
Agreement, which commits the State government to
the protection of all old-growth forests. The
protection of old-growth forests is commendable,
and the opposition congratulates the government on
signing the agreement. However, any proposal to
build a pulp mill would require the provision of
additional subsidies to the ailing native hardwoods
timber industry. It is doubtful that even the
construction of a pulp mill would save that industry
and assist the people of Orbost.
I ask the Minister to explain to the House the
government's financial and environmental
justification for the construction of a pulp and paper
mill for Victoria, as he has suggested, particularly
given that the Premier has signed the National
Forests Policy Agreement.

State deficit levy
Mr HAMILTON (Morwell) - I raise a matter for
the attention of the Treasurer. I do so with
confidence because the events of last week
demonstrated clearly that the Treasurer was not
without heart and convinced us all that he was not
infallible.
I raise a serious matter of what I hope was an
unexpected inequitable effect of the application of
the State deficit levy to the Yallambie elderly
persons village at Traralgon. The more than
100 occupants of the village, 90 per cent of whom are
aged pensioners and one or two of whom are
superannuation recipients, were shocked when they
received a bill for $72.34 as the contribution of each
unit towards the payment of the State deficit levy.
The village is run by a committee of management on
behalf of the City of Traralgon. Residents make an
initial substantial contribution towards the cost of
the units they occupy and pay a weekly amount of
approximately $30. The committee of management
is adamant that residents must pay $72.34, which is
calculated as a proportion of their rates and is
deducted from their weekly payments.
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The residents of the village are irate, to say the least,
at having to pay $72.34 for each unit when the area
of the establishment is not much larger than some
housing allotments in the Latrobe Valley. I ask the
Treasurer to examine the sorts of things that have
happened not only in relation to this retirement
village but in other similar situations throughout
Victoria.

line. The Department of Transport and the Public
Transport Corporation classify peak hour services as
being between 4 p.m. and 6 p.m. My concern is
reinforced by the answers to two questions on
notice, Nos 5 and 6, which I received today. The
answers confirm that there has been a dramatic
slump in the number of passengers using these
services.

The SPEAKER - Order! The honourable
member's time has expired.

Passenger counts can be compared on similar dates
in 1992 and 1993 on which there have been estima tes
of the number of passengers travelling. To give an
example, for Monday, 2 March 1992, a total of
approximately 3210 passengers was recorded at
North Melbourne railway station as passengers on
peak hour services. On the nearest date recorded in
1993, Monday, 22 March, the number of passengers
was only 2520, a dramatic slump, as honourable
members would well appreciate.

Barwon River saline water spill
Mr SPRY (Bellarine) - I bring to the attention of
the Minister for Natural Resources the recent spill of
highly saline water from the Lough Calvert drainage
scheme into Birregurra Creek and thus into the
Barwon River. I understand that the spill occurred
when the lock gate was inadvertently left open by a
contractor. As a result two saline slugs are in the
Barwon River right now: one is around Winchelsea
and the other is near Inverleigh.
It is difficult to assess the damage done to the flora

and fauna in the system because the saline slugs are
heavier than the normal river water; the flow is
therefore laminar by nature so the salt slugs move at
a slower pace below the normal flow of the river.
There are platypus in the river system and the
escape of saline water could well affect that type of
fauna.
Some criticism has been made of the Lough Calvert
drainage scheme because of the escape of these
saline slugs. The river is labelled by some parties as
a drain, and under the circumstances that is
probably with some justification. Certainly
downstream farmers dare not risk using water from
the Barwon River system either on their crops or for
stock because of the damage that might be done.

One matter I have been pursuing with the Minister
for Public Transport is that since 24 December last
year the train running at approximately 4.51 p.m.
has not travelled through the underground loop,
whereas the equivalent service, the 4.48 p.m. service,
which ran until 24 December last year, went through
the underground loop. It is of great convenience to
travellers on the Werribee line to have that service
picking up passengers through the underground
loop, and it is apparent from passenger loadings
reported in the answers to the questions on notice
that that change is a Significant factor in the major
drop in patronage of afternoon peak hour services
on this line.
I ask the Minister to provide a proper, detailed
analysis of the reasons why the underground loop
service cannot be provided, because that is not
apparent from the answers that have been provided
to questions on notice Nos. 5 and 6.

Disused water aqueduct
I have been advised by the Geelong and District
Water Board that arrangements have been made to
monitor the movement of the slugs down the river
so that farmers will be advised on what is
happening. I ask the Minister to advise me what
steps can be taken to mitigate this sort of escape of
highly saline water so that such damage can be
avoided if a similar event occurs again.

Melbourne-Werribee rail service
Or COG HILL (Werribee) - I bring to the
attention of the Minister for Public Transport the
afternoon peak hour train service on the Werribee

Mr PHILLIPS (Eltham) - I direct to the attention
of the Minister for Natural Resources, who is the
representative in this place of the Minister for
Conservation and Environment, a disused water
aqueduct in the electorate of Eltham. The Shire of
Diamond Valley has been trying to acquire title to
the aqueduct because it affects part of a road it is
trying to construct. The road will be a major link
between two residential areas, however, two small
sections of the aqueduct cross the proposed road.
The issue has been bubbling along for a couple of
years and the shire has written to the Department of
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Conservation and Natural Resources on a number of
occasions. Recently the department indicated that
because it is only a small section of land totalling
some 1500 square metres it is not high on the
department's priority list for its works. It is a high
priority for the shire because without the road
connection people have to turn off into residential
streets, which is creating rat-runs.
I ask the Minister to request officers of the
department to look into transferring the land to the
shire so that it can get on with building the road.

Lalor railway station
Mr ANDRIANOPOULOS (Mill Park) - In the
absence of the Minister for Public Transport I direct
to the attention of the Treasurer, who is at the table,
allegations about the extent of the vandalism at
Lalor railway station. As all honourable members
are aware, one of the first actions of the Minister for
Public Transport and this government was to get rid
of the Transit Police and hand over their functions to
the Victoria Police Force. It has been reported to me
that vandalism is rampant at the station. A
constituent has recently written to me about this
matter alleging that when he approached the station
authorities he was advised that it is not uncommon
for cars to be vandalised at least two or three times a
week.
There is an exorbitant amount of vandalism, and the
Minister must deal with it.
Mr Gude - Have you raised it with the local
police?
Mr ANDRIANOPOULOS - The matter has
been raised with the local police at Epping, but like
many other police, they have a host of other matters
to attend to. It seems that vandalism at railway
stations is among the lowest ranking priorities for
police. I can understand that line of thinking and the
frustration the police must experience with matters
of this kind.
The Minister should re-examine the security at
railway stations in view of his repeated statements
about protecting the people who use the public
transport system and their property. The Minister
must do something of a more specific nature rather
than just relying on the Victoria Police to patrol
railway stations, particularly in cases such as this
where there is a high incidence of vandalism.
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Public transport in City of Keilor
Mr SEITZ (Keilor) - I raise a matter for the
attention of the Minister for Public Transport, and in
his absence I direct it to the Leader of the House.
Now that the Minister has completed his successful
negotiations with the public transport unions and
has announced the cutbacks in the availability of
train and bus services, which will particularly affect
the disabled from the Spastic Society and Multiple
Sclerosis Society centres in St Albans who use public
transport, I ask the Minister to meet with the City of
Keilor to explain how the new system will operate in
the municipality.
The mwlicipality and the community are totally
confused about the future operation of trains and
buses and anything else that may be used as public
transport. The City of Keilor has other problems
relating to the pressing need to construct roads,
underpasses and overpasses. I urge the Minister to
meet a deputation from the City of Keilor and advise
where public transport is heading. I ask him to
explain how the new system will work, which will
make it easier for my office staff and me to advise
residents what services will be available in the
municipality, particularly in the Sydenham growth
area where the former government made a
commitment to electrify the rail service. From recent
government press releases I understand that road
construction rather than the electrification of the
service will take place. The municipality wants to
know whether it will have to obtain Federal funding
to build roundabouts or overpasses.
For these reasons the council would appreciate the
Minister or one of his Parliamentary secretaries
meeting with councillors and representatives from
the engineering department to plan and develop the
stages for future works that will be required so that
there is some certainty over the next two or three
years while the coalition government is in office. If
the Minister requires a submission from the
municipality to put the issue before him, I ask him
do advise me so that we can expedite the discussions.

Dual occupancy regulations
Mr THOMPSON (Sandringham) - I raise with
the Minister for Planning a matter concerning a
constituent of mine who found herself in the
unfortunate position of having a neighbour's
two-storey dual occupancy extension overlooking
her backyard, which invaded her privacy. After
writing to the local council she was advised that,
although the dual occupancy regulations enabled
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some prescription about views intra-site, no
regulation governed adjoining views.
I ask the Minister to review the matter so that
similar cases may be avoided in the future. In this
case my constituent and the builder adopted a
sensible approach, and some trellis work and plants
have been provided to offer screening that alleviates
the problem, but that does not address the
shortcoming in the law introduced in about 1985 to
cover this situation.

Swan Hill Pioneer Settlement
Mr THOMSON (pascoe Vale) - I direct to the
attention of the Minister for Tourism
correspondence he received from the honourable
member for Swan Hill on 15 October last year,
which was released to me under the Freedom of
Information Act, which is a useful piece of
legislation. The letter from the honourable member
for Swan Hill referred to the procedures to be taken
to revoke the Swan Hill Pioneer Settlement Act 1974.
The concern expressed by the manager of the Swan
Hill Pioneer Settlement is that although the
settlement had become the responsibility of a special
committee of the Swan Hill City Council, because
the Act is still in force the board of the authority had
leased the settlement and its operations to the Swan
Hill City Council for 12 months or so. For the proper
and effective operation of the settlement it is
necessary that action be taken on the legislation. The
honourable member for Swan Hill has
recommended that the Act be repealed.
It is more than six months since the letter was
written by the honourable member for Swan Hill. I
do not know the nature of the reply from the
Minister for Tourism or whether there has been one,
but clearly--

The SPEAKER - Order! The honourable
member for Pascoe Vale should appreciate that he
cannot ask for legislation.
Mr THOMSON - I seek advice from the
Minister about the action he intends to take about
concerns expressed by the manager of the Swan Hill
Pioneer Settlement about the effective management
of that worthwhile facility. I have been there on a
couple of occasions and I found the sound and light
show to be spectacular. I urge the Minister to take
appropriate action to ensure that the settlement is
able to operate effectively.

Fairlea Prison
Mr SERCOMBE (Niddrie) - I direct to the
attention of the Minister for Corrections
correspondence he received from the Uniting
Church chaplain to women in prisons in Victoria. It
is speculated that the government is considering the
closure of Fairlea Prison, the transfer of those
prisoners to Barwon and redundancy packages for
prison staff. The transfer of the prison facility to
country or provincial locations is not appropriate
because most of the women prisoners are from
Melbourne and have relatives in Melbourne. If the
prisoners were located, it would be extraordinarily
difficult and expensive for their families to visit
Barwon or Tarrengower. It would also cause
rehabilitation difficulties because their contact with
their families would be restricted.
The SPEAKER - Order! The honourable
member's time has expired.

Responses
Mr JOHN (Minister for Community Services) The honourable member for Bundoora raised the
bureaucratic nature of the new client account
management system (CAMS) for the
computerisation and control of trust moneys and
personal expenses of people with intellectual
disabilities. This issue has a long history, which goes
back to the term of the former government. About
two or three years ago serious allegations were
made about the misappropriation of money and the
sexual abuse of intellectually disabled persons,
which occurred at eight or nine institutions
including facilities at Pleasant Creek, Aradale and
Caloola, other institutions and community
residential units. The former government began
work on methods to make better use of
computerisation to control trust moneys and
personal expenses and to ensure that the personal
funds belonging to people with intellectual
disabilities were monitored and protected.
The government has carried on that work with the
result that last year the Intellectually Disabled
Person's Services (Trust Money) Bill was enacted.
Put in simple terms, the effect is that the money of
intellectually disabled persons at large institutions
and in community residential units is controlled by
methods commonly used by banks. As is the case
with Bankcard and Visa card users, statements are
printed; they contain computerised entries, with
appropriate dates and amounts. Authorities can
trace funds and ascertain what has been expended,
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thereby helping to control the funds of intellectually
disabled persons.
In more recent times serious allegations about fraud
have been made at the Janefield Training Centre at
Bundoora. It appears that large sums of money have
been misappropriated, and the police have been
asked to investigate the alleged misappropriation.
Some charges are pending. I believe certain people
have already been charged, and, therefore, I shall
not comment further on that. However, the
department advises me that the misappropriations
discovered so far are only the tip of the iceberg.
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the problem regarding the provision and
maintenance of a toilet block in the reserve be
referred to the attention of the Minister for
Conservation and Environment.
A feature of tourism throughout Victoria is the
continuing problems associated with toilet blocks.
There are probably good and sound reasons why the
Minister for Tourism and the Minister for
Conservation and Environment should consider the
future operations of toilet blocks, as they form a
fundamental part of tourism.
An honourable member interjected.

A better system is required for handling the moneys
of some of the most vulnerable people in our
community. Therefore, the government has
implemented the new CAMS system. I advise the
honourable member for Bundoora that there have
been difficulties with the early implementation of
the system. I have received complaints from several
of my constituents and from constituents in other
areas of Victoria.
I assure the House that my department will do
everything possible to iron out the early problems
and ensure that the system will not be bureaucratic
in its nature so that people can freely use their funds
and will not be hamstrung by the system and the
regulations. The system is intended to help people
and to protect their funds. I assure the House that
the government is committed to doing everything
possible to protect and monitor the funds of people
with intellectual disabilities.
Mr COLEMAN (Minister for Natural
Resources) - The honourable member for Eltham
raised the issue of access over a redundant
aqueduct, which, I presume, is in the Research area.
The aqueduct was one of the fundamental
components of Melbourne's water supply, but it is
now beyond its useful life. Access across the
aqueduct is difficult for the community and it
presents difficulties to subdividers in developing
adjacent properties.
The matter is in the hands of the Minister for
Conservation and Environment, as I understand it,
although I understand also that Melbourne Water
has an interest in resolving the problem. I will
pursue the matter with the Minister tomorrow to
ensure that the community obtains a resolution to
the problem quickly.
The honourable member for Monbulk raised an
issue regarding the Kalorama Park and asked that

Mr COLEMAN - An honourable member has
suggested that it may be a problem for local
government.
I assure the House that being near a toilet block is
not a good place to be when a tourist bus unloads
nearby! However, toilet blocks form a fundamental
part of tourism.
I will take up the matter with the Minister for
Conservation and Environment. It is a matter that
has been raised with him before.
The honourable member for Bellarine raised the
matter of a discharge from Lough Calvert on 24
April as a result of a negligent act by a contractor.
Some 100 megalitres of water was discharged with
an E.coli reading of 12 000. It is a matter of concern
to the Rural Water Corporation, the Save the Barwon
fraternity and the Geelong and District Water Board.
There are three possible solutions to rectify the
problem of the 5-kilometre long slug. The Barwon
River at present is running at a rate of about 25 000
megalitres a day and there is some difficulty in
clearing the slug. The first option is to do nothing
and wait until it rains. The second option is a
discharge from the west Barwon reservoir, for which
the Geelong water board will charge apprOximately
$200 000 for the release of the water to clear the slug.
The third option is to open the gates of Lough
Calvert to discharge a considerable amount of water
to clear the slug.
The three options are under consideration.
Obviously the third option is the least acceptable.
The second option has a tag of $200 000, and the first
option means that when it rains it may correct itself.
They are all unacceptable. Tomorrow all parties will
meet in Geelong to discuss the matter in the hope
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that a resolution will be achieved. I hope that from
that meeting I can report progress.
The honourable member for Altona raised a matter
about a program on the ABe's 7.30 Report on Friday
night. I suggest she obtain the tape and record what
I said. If she is to quote me she should quote me
correctly. The government of the day offered
expressions of interest for some 900 000 cubic metres
of material suitable for chipping. Not all expressions
of interest were taken up. The program was targeted
specifically at East Gippsland where there is a
sawmill allocation of 174 000 cubic metres ofC-plus
logs and an amount over and above that of D and
E-grade material.
The television program correctly pointed out that in
the extraction of that 174 000 cubic metres of soil
other significant material was left behind. The
government wants that residual round wood put to
some use.
That was the context of the television program, and I
do not resile from the comments I made. They were
entirely consistent with the government's policy. If
people want to criticise the costs of the native forest
operations of the Department of Conservation and
Natural Resources, they should acknowledge that
only half of what is produced in the forest is used.
No other industry in Victoria could operate
successfully if only half of what it produced was
sold. The department will continue those losses until
ways of using the residual roundwood are
discovered.
Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer) - I thank the
honourable member for Morwell for raising a matter
that illustrates his obvious compassion for the
people concerned. I had difficulty following the
import of what he described. It was not clear, for
example, why residents in a housing development
are receiving individual rate notices, particularly
when those rates would not be subject to levies. I am
not sure if the rates were waived or whether some
other concessional arrangement was reached. If the
honourable member could provide me with a clear
statement of the details I would be happy to take the
matter up with the State Revenue Office and provide
him with an answer.
Mr GUDE (Minister for Industry and
Employment) - The honourable member for
Werribee is concerned about the 4 p.m. and 6 p.m.
services on the Werribee line. He quoted a series of
figures from 1992 until now that compared the
number of people travelling on those services.
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Because the figures were not from month to month
the matter probably needs some qualification. He
also referred to the condition of the underground
loop as it affects the Werribee line. I will draw both
of those matters to the attention of the Minister for
Transport.
The honourable member for Mill Park referred to the
alleged vandalism at the Lalor railway station. He
said that some vehicles had been vandalised and
implied that the removal of Transit Police and the
introduction of Victoria Police on that line had been
responsible in some way for the outbreaks of
vandalism.
The Victoria Police service is far better than that
provided by the Transit Police. The Victoria Police
have full poliCing powers, and rather than there
having been a diminution in the quality of the
service, the opposite is the case. In response to an
interjection the honourable member for Mill Park
said that he had taken the matter up with the
Epping police. I will raise this matter with the
Minister for Transport and ask if the Epping police
have noticed an increase in vandalism and, if so,
whether they need to seek some liaison with the
Transit Police.
The honourable member for Keilor was concerned
about the change in transport modes to the
Sydenham are~. He was seeking a meeting between
representatives of the City of Keilor and the Minister
to discuss the new train and bus services for that
area. I shall raise this matter with the Minister for
Public Transport and I have no doubt he will contact
the honourable member for Keilor, who has again
exhibited his tireless endeavours on behalf of his
electorate.
Mr McNAMARA (Minister for Corrections) The honourable member for Pascoe Vale raised for
my attention, as Minister for Tourism, a letter
written to me by the honourable member for Swan
Hill regarding the Swan Hill Pioneer Settlement. The
matter is currently receiving attention by the
Department of the Arts, Sport and Tourism, which
wants to resolve the matter.
The honourable member has acknowledged that the
pioneer settlement is a fantastic facility from which
the State should receive best value. It has total
community support. The honourable member for
Swan Hill has been vociferous in his representations
to me as he has been directly involved in the
development of the pioneer settlement over many
years, not only as a member of this House but in his
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role as the Mayor of the City of Swan Hill. Judging
from the response of the honourable member for
Pascoe Vale, I am sure that when the Bill is
introduced it will pass with the unanimous support
of the opposition.
The honourable member for Niddrie directed my
attention to a letter from the chaplain of the Uniting
Church regarding the future of Fairlea Female
Prison, which has caused speculation from time to
time. Last week the honourable member for
Gippsland South directed to my attention the future
of the Sale Prison. The government is reviewing the
operation of all prisons in Victoria. The honourable
member for Niddrie should recognise that the
condition of Fairlea is unsatisfactory because the
former Labor government neglected it. The Labor
government was discriminatory in attending to the
needs of inmates. The matter will be addressed in
due course and I shall advise the honourable
member accordingly.

Tuesday. 4 May 1993

Mr MACLELLAN (Minister for Planning) - The
honourable member for Sandringham raised with
me rules regarding dual occupancy where occupants
may be capable of overlooking neighbouring
properties. The honourable member says he has the
solution to the problem in the Sandringham area but
believes some changes are required to the
appropriate rules that apply for dual occupancy in
other areas. I shall examine that issue and report
back to the honourable member in due course.
Motion agreed to.
House adjourned 12.9 a.m. (Wednesday).

ABSENCE OF PREMIER AND HONOURABLE MEMBER FOR WARRANDYTE
Wednesday, 5 May 1993
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The SPEAKER (Hon. J. E. Delzoppo) took the chair
at 10.5 a.m. and read the prayer.

ABSENCE OF PREMIER AND
HONOURABLE MEMBER FOR
WARRANDYTE
The SPEAKER - Order! I advise the House that
the Premier and the honourable member for
Warrandyte will be absent from the House today
because of important discussions in Sydney on air
flights from Japan to Melbourne and other
investment issues. The Deputy Premier will handle
any matters relating to the Premier's portfolio.
Mr McNAMARA (Acting Premier) - On a point
of order, Mr Speaker, I ask you to inform the House
of the appropriateness of the honourable member
for Warrandyte accompanying the Premier. He
speaks Japanese, which makes his attendance in
Sydney an important matter for this House.
The SPEAKER - Order! There is no point of
order.

PETITIONS
The Clerk - I have received the following
petitions for presentation to Parliament:

Institute of Educational Administration
To the Honourable the Speaker and members of the
Legislative Assembly in Parliament assembled:
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By Mr Jenkins (27 signatures) and Mr Turner (38
signatures)

Track closure in Yarra Valley-Gembrook
areas
To the Honourable the Speaker and members of the
Legislative Assembly in Parliament assembled:
The humble petition of the undersigned citizens of the
State of Victoria sheweth there are in excess of
200 kilometres of tracks that have been closed in the
Yarra Valley-Gembrook areas recently, without due
public consultation.
Your petitioners therefore pray that these closures are
reopened immediately and no further track/road
closures be implemented at all on any public land in
Victoria.
And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

By Mr McArthur (2063 signatures)

Mobil refinery in Williamstown and
Altona
To the Honourable the Speaker and members of the
Legislative Assembly in Parliament assembled:
We, the undersigned, humbly beg and pray that the
State government does not approve the proposed
expansion of the Mobil refinery in Williamstown and
Altona.
And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

By Ms Kirner (4987 signatures)
Laid on table.

Receive the humble petition of the undersigned citizens
of Victoria which relates to the Institute of Educational
Administration.

PAPER
Laid on table by Clerk:

Your petitioners request that the House take action to
ensure that the Institute of Educational Administration
continues to provide high quality residential training
programs and other activities to improve the
administrative ability of persons in positions of
leadership in the field of education, persons aspiring to
such positions and other persons interested in
educational administration, as required by the Institute
of Educational Administration Act 1980.
And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

Statutory Rule under the Drugs Poisons and Controlled
Substances Act - SR No. 63.

REPUBLIC ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Mr KENNAN (Leader of the Opposition) - I
wish to move that the House do now adjourn for the
purpose of discussing a definite matter of urgent
public importance -namely, the failure of the
Victorian government to nominate Sir Rupert
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Hamer for appointment to the Republic Advisory
Committee established by the Prime Minister.

admissibility of the motion moved by the Leader of
the Opposition.

Required number of members rose indicating
approval of motion being put.

Mr McNAMARA -For the motion to satisfy the
criteria determined by precedents in this House it
should involve a matter of broad community
concern. The republican debate is clearly a matter of
broad public concern. However, further justification
is needed from the opposition that the personalities
involved in the issue are a matter of broad public
concern. In proposing the motion, the opposition has
also slighted the person the Premier has nominated
to represen.t Victoria on the Republic Advisory
Committee. A nominee of this State for appointment
to such an important position should be of the
highest calibre, as is that person.

Mr KENNAN (Leader of the Opposition) - I
move:
That the House do now adjourn.

Mr McNAMARA (Acting Premier) Mr Speaker, I raise a point of order to do with the
motion moved by the Leader of the OppOSition. To
conform with the guidelines of the House an
adjournment motion must be a matter of urgency
and should be raised at the first available
opportunity. Last Wednesday evening the Premier
received information by fax from the Prime Minister,
and he advised the House on Thursday morning of
the setting up by the Prime Minister of the Republic
Advisory Committee. An opportunity existed for the
opposition to respond with the names of suitable
nominees for appointment to the committee. On the
weekend there was speculation in the media that
Professor Geoffrey Blainey could be a candidate for
the position. On Sunday, the Leader of the
Opposition suggested the name of Sir Rupert Hamer.
When the first opportunity arose for the matter to be
dealt with, namely, when the House dealt with the
matter yesterday, the Leader of the Opposition took
no action to put forward the name of Sir Rupert
Hamer as a suggested nominee, or to respond on the
issue at all. Clearly, the Leader of the Opposition did
not consider that as the first available opportunity to
take action to advise the House or even raise at
question time that he wished to nominate someone
for appointment to the committee.
One would have thought that if this matter were to
be determined a matter of urgent public importance,
the opposition would take action in the House to
bring the matter forward. The opposition has missed
every opportunity of doing that. This motion is
intended to distract attention from the industrial
action which is due to start today and in relation to
which the opposition is agent provocateur through
its links to Trades Hall - action that is part of a
process of kneecapping the Victorian public for the
next 70-odd days.
The SPEAKER - Order! The Acting Premier
does not have licence to canvass the issues in the
way he is canvassing them. He must stick to the
point of order before the Chair, namely, the

The opposition did not take the opportunity it had
yesterday to raise the matter. On that basis, the
motion should be disallowed.
Mr ROPER (Coburg) - On the point of order,
Mr Speaker, I draw to the attention of the Acting
Premier Sessional Order No. 2 that the government
has imposed on this House that restricts the
opportunity for proposing general notices of motion
and moving adjournment motions to Wednesdays.
The suggestion that somehow this matter could have
been dealt with yesterday by a notice of motion
being able in any way to bring the matter forward,
even if that were relevant to the matter before the
House, is incorrect. It was only during question time
yesterday that the Premier announced his
nomination of Professor Blainey. The question of
urgency-The SPEAKER - Order! Will the honourable
member for Coburg please resume his seat? There is
far too much conversation in the Chamber. This is a
delicate matter for the Chair to decide on, and I ask
honourable members to remain silent so that I am
able to hear both sides of the argument.
Mr ROPER - I am making the point, and
directing it particularly to the Acting Premier, that
under the Sessional Orders that have been
determined by the House and by his government,
this is the first available opportunity. The Acting
Premier mentioned that this issue relates to an
announcement that was made yesterday. As this is
the first available opportunity, the motion is clearly
admissible.
The only other matter that was put to you,
Mr Speaker, related to whether this is an issue of
broad community concern. Following an
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examination of May and of the previous decisions
made by Speakers in this place, it is clear that that is
a matter for the House to determine and is not a
matter for a point of order. I point out, however, that
even if that were not the case, the Acting Premier
specifically admitted that this issue is a matter of
broad community concern. So, if that point was part
of his argument about the inadmissibility of the
motion, he himself contradicted that argument.
It is obvious that the motion complies with the way

in which adjournment motions have traditionally
been put before the House and, as you are only too
well aware, Mr Speaker, the only opportunity now
for those types of motions to be proposed is on
Wednesday mornings.
It seems the Acting Premier does not wish

Parliament to debate the issue. Opposition members
believe it is appropriate and, more importantly, in
order, for the nomination to be debated this morning.
Mr GUDE (Minister for Industry and
Employment) - On the point of order, Mr Speaker,
this is one of the flimsiest adjournment motions ever
to be proposed. Given the major issues of the
moment, the Leader of the Opposition might have
chosen any number of things to have a go at, so to
speak, rather than raising the nonsense the House is
being asked to consider this morning. I am almost
inclined to think he is trying to become a yuppie
version of Clyde Holding, who spent 10 years as
Leader of the Opposition. I wish him every success
in his endeavours - may he stay there for the next
10 years! If this motion is the best the Leader of the
Opposition can do, the people of Victoria are being
let down sadly.
The provisions of the Standing Orders require that a
motion of this type should involve a definite matter
having exact time limits, that it be determinate,
distinct, precise and not vague. This motion does not
qualify on any of those criteria.
Today we are not being invited to contemplate the
issue of a republic; we are being invited to
contemplate the prospective nomination to the
Commonwealth government on behalf of the State
of Victoria of a person for appointment to the Prime
Minister's Republic Advisory Committee. It has
been accepted over the years that appointments of
this type are at the discretion of the government of
the day.
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Mr GUDE - The honourable member for
Coburg says that the Parliament can discuss them.
That is correct; honourable members can raise the
matter at question time and offer public comments
as they choose. However, this is one of the flimsiest
matters that could pOSSibly be brought before
Parliament in the form of an urgent matter.
The requirement also is that the matter be urgent,
pressing and calling for immediate action, decision
or attention; that it be important, earnest and
persistent in demand.
I have heard no calls from the community against
the nomination of the government. I have seen
nothing that could be described as having any
persistence attaching to it. It is doubtful whether the
matter is urgent because the government is
proposing a person for consideration by the
Commonwealth. It is not a question of discretion as
to who will be appointed, as the appointment is at
the Commonwealth's discretion, but it is our right as
a State - I will go further - it is our responsibility
as a State to seek out an eminent, genuine Victorian
to be on that committee.
The community at large would certainly agree with
that. The motion of the Leader of the Opposition
takes up the question of an individual appointment,
not a matter of broader community concern. On that
ground the motion is false and foolish. Urgency
debates normally deal with matters of substance and
community concern. Again, where is the community
concern? On the contrary, in last weekend's Sunday
Herald Sun David Wilson commented on ''Premier
Jeff Kennett's idea of approaching Prof. Geoff
Blainey ... " - The SPEAKER - Order! I must interrupt the
Leader of the House at this stage and indicate that
he is debating the question. The Chair clearly has to
decide whether the motion is admissible, bearing in
mind the precedents of the Chair and extracts from
May and other authorities bearing upon whether the
motion is admissible. If the Leader of the House
wishes to continue on the point of order I will hear
him, but he must not debate the question.
Mr GUDE - I make the point that rather than its
being a matter of community concern a major
newspaper has effectively supported the choice of
the Premier in its editorial, so how can it be a matter
of community concern when at the very first
opportunity - -

Mr Roper interjected.

Honourable members interjecting.
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Mr GUDE - The Leader of the Opposition and
others chortle. They denigrate one of the great
newspapers of Victoria. If they want to do that, that
is fine. The point I make is that it is not a matter of
substantive community concern. There is grave
concern about the republican issue; there is grave
concern about a strike that is potentially to be held
today; there is grave concern about the level of
unemployment of the State; there is grave concern
about the economic mismanagement of the previous
government; but there is no community concern
about the nominee.
There is another ground upon which the motion
ought to be ruled out. Such debates allow the House
to express its views on matters of immediate and
overwhelming significance to the community. I do
not believe any honourable member who is being
genuinely honest could say he senses that the
appointment is of overwhelmingly Significant
concern in the community.
It is a poorly drafted motion relating to an
individual position. It deals with a matter which is
determined by the government of the day, and the
Premier has made the announcement. It is not a
contentious community issue because we should
remember that we are not even dealing with the
general question. The motion refers specifically to
the nomination of Sir Rupert Hamer to the
committee. A choice was made by the government
after proper consideration and a different party was
chosen.
The SPEAKER - Order! I have to interrupt the
Leader of the House once again to say that he may
not debate the question. He has to confine his
remarks to the point of order: whether the motion
moved by the Leader of the Opposition is admissible.

Mr GUDE - The Leader of the Opposition could
suggest a name a day. We could go back to the Boy
Scouts' bob-a-job approach. A motion could be put
forward nominating another person. Who is to say
that this could not happen given the track record of
the lot over there when in government and, worse
still, now in opposition? Next they will want to put
up John Halfpenny. Perhaps it will be Bill Deller
next week. Whom will they want to put up the week
after that? Surely the motion is irrelevant, trivial and
does not deal with a matter of urgency or
importance; it certainly is not a matter of concern to
the community of Victoria. I ask you, Mr Speaker, to
rule against the motion.
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Mr KENNAN (Leader of the Opposition) - On
the point of order, both the Acting Premier and the
Leader of the House have conceded the importance
of the issue. Clearly there can be little of more
fundamental significance to Victoria or Australia
than the question of Australia becoming a republic.
The Republic Advisory Committee established by
the Prime Minister and referred to in his speech of
last week is of fundamental importance to that
fundamental question. Indeed the purpose of the
committee, as announced by the Prime Minister, is
to describe the minimum constitutional changes
necessary to achieve a viable Federal republic. One
of the express terms of reference is the implications
of those constitutional changes for the States.
In establishing the committee the Prime Minister
wrote to the heads of government, inviting two
nominees from each. It is not at all clear whether the
nominee of any State will end up being one of these
two appointees. Therefore the identity of the
nominee is of crucial importance. It must be
considered whether that is the most appropriate
nomination because the level of bipartisan,
widespread and interstate as well as intrastate
support is crucial to whether the nominee will be
appointed and will gain the support of the other
States. Already the Premier of New South Wales,
Mr Fahey, has effectively disagreed with the choice
made by the Victorian Premier.
Firstly, the Acting Premier this morning conceded
that the name of the appointee is of great
importance. Not wanting to debate the question, I
refer only to the comments of the Acting Premier for
the purpose of arguing that the motion is of great
importance. The Acting Premier said that Professor
Blainey has a point. So the Acting Premier has
conceded that this is a matter of great importance
and that the identity of the appointee is important.
Secondly, the Acting Premier was good enough to
point out that the Sir Rupert Hamer issue was raised
over the weekend but the Premier did not make an
announcement on the identity of the person
appointed until yesterday. So the Acting Premier has
conceded that the first opportunity we have had to
raise the issue is today.
The Leader of the House escalated the importance of
the issue in the community by referring to the
editorial in the Sunday Herald Sun. He said that the
Sunday Herald Sun had seen the identity of the
appointee as sufficiently important to run an
editorial on the subject. The Leader of the House has
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put forward another useful argument in our favour.
He underlined the point by saying - and these are
his words:
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based committee of eminent Australians, including
representatives of the States, to develop a discussion
paper to consider options for a Federal republic of
Australia.

There is grave concern about the republican issue.

It is common ground therefore that, firstly, the

whole issue is of grave concern and great public
importance and, secondly, the identity of the
nominee is very important. The Prime Minister has
not made a choice and it is not too late for the
government to submit another name so the Prime
Minister can make an effective choice. Thirdly, as
the honourable member for Coburg has so cogently
pointed out, this is the first and most appropriate
opportunity for us to raise the matter.
The SPEAKER - Order! I have heard sufficient
on the point of order. The question as to whether the
motion is admissible falls under three broad
headings: whether it is a matter of government
administration, whether it is urgent and whether it
is the first opportunity for this motion to be brought
forward and for the question to be debated. Let me
settle the question of urgency quite dearly from the
start. Previous Speakers' rulings and May state that
12 members rising in their places in support of a
motion proves to the House that the matter is
urgent, so I will not hear any more debate on the
question of urgency.
On the question of opportunity, the Acting Premier
suggested that there was an earlier opportunity
during which this matter could have been raised by
the opposition. Having listened to the argument
given that the announcement about the committee
was made yesterday, I am persuaded that the
provisions of Sessional Order No. 2 by which the
House is governed mean that today is the first
opportunity for the question to be debated.
On the question of community concern, I believe the

motion involves a matter that concerns the
community, particularly given the time and space
devoted to it by the media. An argument cannot be
sustained that the matter is not of community
concern, and therefore I rule that the motion is
admissible.
Mr KENNAN (Leader of the Opposition) - Last
week on 28 April the Prime Minister announced that
in accordance with his election policy he was
forming a committee to advise on the formation of a
republic of Australia. The Prime Minister referred to
the fact that in his election speech he had pledged
that the government would establish a broadly

The Prime Minister went on to say that he had
decided in forming the committee to look at what he
described as the minimalist position in order to try
to achieve as much consensus as possible. The Prime
Minister said that on this issue, as with other issues,
it will never be possible to have complete consensus
because people have different views. However, he
wants to limit the opportunities for red herrings to
get in the way of the formation of the committee to
make recommendations on how a republic can be
achieved.
I note the importance of the Republic AdviSOry
Committee and the people who will serve on it to
Australia and its identity. The Prime Minister has
indicated that, through the work of this committee,
the people of Australia should be in a position to
vote in a referendum later in the 1990s on whether
Australia should become a republic by 2001.
In establishing the committee it is important to note
that the issue was before the people of Australia on
13 March and that the Keating Labor government
has a mandate to go ahead with the committee and
to form a republic. It is therefore incumbent on State
governments, public figures and politicians to
behave in the most constructive way possible in
relation to these issues.
The nature of the appointments is of fundamental
concern when one considers the importance of the
range of issues that are to be discussed. The
backgrounds and minds of the people needed to
form the committee go to the core of a republic and
national agenda. The republican debate requires
more than the feet-in-the-clag approach that
characterises the government in Victoria.
Unfortunately, Australians are increasingly
experiencing that approach. Senator Reg Withers
said of the Fraser government after he had fallen out
with the then Prime Minister that it was a
government with its feet in the dag. If ever a phrase
characterised the behaviour of this government
generally and specifically in relation to a republican
issue and the way it has approached the
appointment to the committee, "feet in the dag" is it.
It is important to note that the formation of a

republic and the work of the committee is the
ultimate process of decolonisation - it is as
important as that. Victoria and other States began as
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colonies after the European invasion of Australia.
Until Federation they were colonies of England, as
were other places in Asia and around the globe.

in a national scheme for companies and securities
regulation. Clearly there are differing views about
the scheme, but in the end all the States supported it.

The importance of the nature of the people who are
appointed to the Republic Advisory Committee is
that this could be the final act of decolonisationthe final step towards full nationhood. The
committee requires people who are broad-minded,
bipartisan and visionary to grapple with the issue.
Those characteristics are extremely important in
considering the nature and desirability of an
appointment of a particular individual.

Through the work of the Council of Australian
Governments, the work of Prime Minister Hawke,
which has been accelerated by Prime Minister
Keating through the One Nation process, and
through the increasing goodwill and efforts of some
far-sighted people, this disparate nation will be
drawn towards greater uniformity and mutual
recognition.

The point about the committee is that finally, 100
years after Federation, Australia is moving towards
a true national identity. One of the values the Prime
Minister and Australians want to see in people
appointed to the committee is a belief in a national
identity, and that can be said of Sir Rupert Hamer,
whom the opposition would like to see appointed to
the committee. Among the values desired for a
republic are tolerance rather than conformity,
difference rather than uniformity and an outlook
that is unambiguously Australian and yet in some
ways more worldly and international than other
republics.
In forming a republic of Australia now we have a
great opportunity. Don Watson has said that
Australia has the opportunity to form what he
describes as the first post-modem republic in the
world because it has can draw together its great
multicultural traditions to create something that is
uniquely Australia.
Prominent Victorians had a great part to play in the
formation of the Federation in the 1880s and 1890s
and many no doubt took a colonial attitude and had
reservations about the Federation. Much in our
present Constitution reflects the compromises that
were necessary to draw disparate colonies together
in one Federation. That is why there are aspects of
the Constitution and our Federal structure that may
have been appropriate in the 1880s and 1890s that
are now outmoded, and that is why there needs to
be change and why referendums are needed from
time to time.
It is why this government - ultimately joined by
New South Wales -saw it as appropriate to move
forward and establish a single national companies
scheme through the Australian Securities
Commission. That was not done by referendum but
by ceding powers to the Commonwealth. There are
hiccups for the coalition because it does not believe

What we are seeing is people with a sense of One
Nation, people with a real sense of a role of
government preparing to move forward with a
greater sense of national identity. It is increasingly
important, as the day-to-day lives of Australians and
Victorians are changing; as the whole patterns of
domestic living, of work and of our place in the
region are, as described in Hugh Mackay's

Reinventing Australia; the mind and mood of Australia
in the '90s circumstances of unprecedented change
and, in some senses, of anxiety in Australia.
We have the great opportunity here and now - and
it really is a test of political leadership - to move
forward or to have our feet in the clag; to be
progressive and pluralist and to want to be
generous, or to want to be mean and project such
conflicting values; to talk ourselves up and to take
an embracive, inclusive notion, or to lower
self-esteem, to bag, depress and take a small-minded
view; to say that we are a group of people that can
embrace the concept, as so many others have done,
of decolonising and setting ourselves up as a truly
independent people, or to say, 'We cannot do this in
Victoria or Australia, we are not good enough, we
do not have these qualities other countries have, but
we have this umbilical cord - -I'
Mr GUDE (Minister for Industry and
Employment) - Mr Deputy Speaker, it is quite clear
that the Leader of the Opposition is debating an
issue that he may have raised but chose not to. The
motion before the Chair is clearly concerned with
the failure of the Victorian government to nominate
Sir Rupert Hamer to the Republic Advisory
Committee established by the Prime Minister. In his
ruling, Mr Speaker acknowledged that the motion
was specific. We have now a general canvassing of
the republican issue, which could have been the
point of the motion but clearly is not.
The motion is specific. It relates entirely to the
suitability of one person rather than another.
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Mr Kennan interjected.
Mr GUDE - The suitability of Sir Rupert Hamer.
We have yet to hear any real reference to that issue.
Primarily we have had the Leader of the Opposition
canvassing his personal views on whether there
ought to be a republic. He is canvassing the Federal
Labor Party's One Nation statement and his views
on political mandates and saying nothing about the
motion before the Chair. I invite you, Sir, to bring
him back to the motion he moved, on which the
Chair has ruled.
Mr KENNAN (Leader of the Opposition) - On
the point of order, Mr Deputy Speaker, had the
Leader of the House been listening to the earlier part
of my speech he would have heard that the
opposition was arguing that these were the qualities
and the sense of vision needed in the appointee to
the Republic Advisory Committee and that it is Sir
Rupert Hamer who embraces these qualities. But the
reason Sir Rupert should be appointed can only be
tested by reference to the range of issues and the
breadth of intellect and the scale of values inherent
on the one hand in the issue and the scale of values
held by the appointee; that is, weighing up the
values and the standards required and then looking
at the most appropriate person to hold them. It is not
something that can be done in isolation.

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr KENNAN - The government, which behaves
like an opposition - and that is why we sometimes
refer to it as an opposition - is never capable of the
values of tolerance and fair, open-minded debate. It
is not only absolutely appropriate but also necessary
to weigh up what values are required in an ideal
appointee and then to test those values against Sir
Rupert Hamer and his background. That is an
absolutely integral and essential part of the motion.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr J. F. McGrath) Order! At this point, I do not uphold the point of
order. However, I take the point made by the Leader
of the House that the motion is specific to the
appointment of one individual to the committee and
is not an opportunity for broad-ranging debate on
the republican issue. So long as the Leader of the
Opposition and those who follow him direct their
remarks to the substance of what is a fairly specific
motion, they will be in order.
Mr KENNAN - Let us look at the values of Sir
Rupert Hamer because there is an interesting test to
make in these times under a Kennett so-called
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Liberal government in Victoria. It was Sir Rupert
Hamer who had a reputation for a large measure of
tolerance. It is Sir Rupert who has a reputation for an
interest in quality-of-life issues. It was Sir Rupert
who introduced a notion of small-l liberalism to this
State when he became Premier after Sir Henry Bolte.
It was Sir Rupert who abolished capital punishment.
It was Sir Rupert who turned away from the values
of meanness, intolerance and exclusion.
In terms of the cultural life of this State Sir Rupert is
not a man about whom it could be said that greed is
good, as in the Gordon Gecko-Ieff Kennett spirit. To
use Manning Clark's words, ''He is a man in whom
the gale of life blows strongly". That description is
appropriate to Sir Rupert and that is why Sir Rupert
is appropriate as an appointee: he is capable of
looking forward.
Sir Rupert demonstrated in his political career that
he has a vision: that he's interested, rightly or
wrongly in the politics of inclusion; he demonstrated
that he believes we can move forward. Sir Rupert
demonstrated that the job of government is to build
up a sense of pride in this State, a sense of instilling
confidence rather than going out and threatening
and damaging the people. It is appropriate to look at
his role in government and compare it with that of
Sir Henry Bolte.
In the recent documentary on the hanging of Ronald
Ryan, Clyde Holding said what Sir Henry Bolte
wanted to do there was to show the ultimate force of
government - that is, to execute a person. No
clearer demonstration could be shown of the
narrow-minded and vicious values that were
perpetrated in this State under Sir Henry Bolte. But
Sir Rupert moved away from that. Now the wheel
has turned again and we have in Sir Rupert a very
different person, a person who has very little in
common with the current-day Liberal Party under
Mr Kennett.
What the republican debate requires is indeed those
senses of vision, those senses of a capacity to move
forward. Sir Rupert has demonstrated those
qualities. Now in the 1990s the test ahead - and the
reason why Sir Rupert is so appropriate as a
member of the committee - is whether we can
move forward or live in the past. Will we say that
Federation in 1901 is as far ahead as we can move
this quasi colony? Until we sever these links with
the monarchy we will remain a quasi colony.
Can anyone imagine that Indonesia might still have
some links with the Netherlands? In all the countries
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that were colonised and are now functioning as
successful independent States, it is inconceivable
that, having become republics, they would still want
to retain links to their former imperial conquerors. It
is out of their minds; it is not on. But it is still in the
psyche of those who would seek to oppose Sir
Rupert Hamer's appointment.
This requires a sense of our taking a lead role. We
want to take a lead role in the debate. We want to
move forward. The political leaders of the State
should be on about the future; they should be on
about resolving the uncertainty of national identity
that is unquestionably out there; they should be on
about resolving people's anxieties about a whole
range of issues, not adding to them; they should be
on about enhancing our sense of what we can do
and achieve; they should be on about enlarging the
imagination, the capacity and the self-confidence of
this State, not talking it down.

During his life in politics and after, Sir Rupert
Hamer has shown he has a sense of the larger
picture, but the Premier did not appoint him. The
Premier said the other day that he believes the
republican issue is a distraction and that Victorians
are capable of concentrating on only one issue,
which is the reduction of debt. He said that
Victorians are so stupid that they can concentrate on
only one issue at a time. Those remarks reflect the
Premier's values that informed his choice of a
person other than Sir Rupert Hamer to be a
representative on the Republic Advisory Committee.
The Premier does not appear to understand that the
issue of the republic is not without economic
connotations. Australia will gain self confidence as it
builds its self-esteem, and that will have an effect on
manufacturing and exports. One had only to read
the Far Eastern Economic Review after the Federal
election to see that Australia is being taken more
seriously in Asia because of its sense of being one
nation and its moving towards becoming a republic.
Asian countries that were formally colonies but
became republics a generation or more ago would
have reservations about a country that seemed to
have an identity crisis and that did not know
whether it was an off-shore county of Britain
somewhere east of Dover or whether it was truly a
country in its own right.
The Chairman of the Republic Advisory Committee,
Malcolm Turnbull, has said that he was embarrassed
when on a recent occasion the New South Wales
liberal Premier, Mr Fahey - he is closer to the
Victorian opposition than the Premier in his choice
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of a representative - toasted the President of
Ireland, Mary Robinson. She then stood and, with a
slightly wry smile, proposed a toast to Queen
Elizabeth. The New South Wales Premier is closer to
the opposition on this issue because he understands
the situation. When one considers Cromwell - one
only needs to talk about Cromwell in the presence of
the Acting Premier - The DEPUTY SPEAKER - Order! The Leader of
the Opposition should mention Sir Rupert Hamer in
his dissertation.
Mr KENNAN - I am happy to mention Sir
Rupert in that context because I am sure he is no
Cromwellian. Sir Rupert Hamer would work well
with the other committee members.
It is embarrassing when one is mixing with
representatives from other countries at various
consulates in Melbourne to listen to their republics
being toasted one after the other. Our trading
partners, many of whom were formally colonies,
have all been through the republican process. They
have their own senses of nationhood; they have their
own identities. Toasts are moved to this nation and
that, and when it is Australia's turn, a toast is
proposed to Queen Elizabeth. It is pathetic and
embarraSSing.

Recently David Malouf made a great speech in the
Assembly Hall, during which he said that we are
creatures who place particular importance on the
power of naming. He said that when one gives a
name or a place an identity, it takes on enormous
power in peoples' minds. He talked about the
Aboriginal community naming the landscape and
suggested we may be going through a process
similar to that. Ideas have enormous power; they
can do a great deal for the self-esteem and
confidence of this nation as a great multicu1tural
republic.
We need a representative on the committee who is
progressive, fair-minded, democratic and
unashamedly Australian. We need a person with
authority and standing in the community who can
command bipartisan support. We do not say that Sir
Rupert Hamer would necessarily come to mind
from a political viewpoint, but from a bipartisan
viewpoint he would be a most effective and
persuasive advocate when the committee is
examining the republican issue.
The Prime Minister has said that the six States
should suggest two names: one person to represent

REPUBLIC ADVISORY COMMI'ITEE
Wednesday, 5 May 1993

ASSEMBLY

the populous States and one to represent the less
populous States. Victoria should put forward a
person who will attract bipartisan support and who
will be capable of compromise. The opposition
unashamedly says that the person should be above
sectarianism, above States' rights, above party
politics and above other day-to-day matters - and
that person must have a sense of the future.
Therefore it is appropriate to suggest a suitable
person from the other side of politics. It would not
be fair to characterise him as in any way embracing
the values expressed by the Kennett government;
but he is a man who defeated the Labor Party at
three elections in the 1970s.
The opposition believes the republican debate must
be approached with a long-term vision and not with
small-minded, Gordon Gecko, "greed is everything"
threats such as those made by the Premier about
superannuation and at midnight last night, when he
said, '1f the opposition votes against the Bill we will
knock off their ePA trips". What sort of mentality is
that? It is not the sort of mentality that will inform a
republican debate. In suggesting Sir Rupert Hamer
as the representative, we are happy to go to the
other side of politics because of his excellent
qualities as a representative. It was because of those
qualities that the captains of industry pulled the
plug on him. He was tossed out - and at the next
election in 1982 the Liberal Party predictably lost.
The opposition is prepared to support a person who
is from the other side of politics because it
recognises that he is likely to have a fair measure of
bipartisan support not only in Victoria but in New
South Wales. He may get up, because he will be seen
nationally and by the Prime Minister as a bipartisan,
harmonious and progressive choice. Therefore the
nomination of Sir Rupert Hamer is likely to ensure
Victoria's interests are represented on the
committee. That is the core reason why the
opposition is concerned about the failure of the
government to appoint Sir Rupert. He appears to be
the person most likely to attract interstate support,
particularly from New South Wales.
The Kennett government is not serious about the
republican debate - we have heard it from the
Premier and we know that 80 per cent of the Liberal
Party are staunch royalists. He is chained on this
issue, and that will pull the Liberal Party apart. How
would one feel as a fair-minded Liberal voter when
one heard the Labor Party saying, 'We are prepared
to support Sir Rupert Hamer but the Kennett
government says no"? The ordinary fair-minded
voter will be wondering what is going on. We will
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tell them what is happening. The Kennett
government's failure to appoint Sir Rupert Hamer is
yet another indication that it is living in the pastas it is on so many other things.
Arguments about the present and the past should
also include the question of what the government
ought to be doing about the present and the future.
Sir Rupert has shown time and again in his political
and post-political life that he can embrace the
present and the future. The republican issue is about
the present and the future; it is about building up
the confidence and self-esteem of the nation.
The republican issue is about a sense of genuine
national identity. The issue does not concern heavy
materialistic values, or threats, or small-mindedness,
or meanness: if a republic is to work, and if the
process leading to a republic is to work, above all it
needs people who can rise above the past, who can
see and who have a sense of the future, who have an
outlook that is unambiguously Australian, who have
a worldly and international view and, most
definitely, who follow our great humanist traditions
in Australia.
New politics will be increasingly concerned about
the ordinary lives of people and about values of
kindness, generosity, care and tolerance. Those
values will form a genuinely multicultural republic.
They are not, however, the values of the Kennett
government. Every action it takes on every day,
every threat, every divisive attack on the self-esteem
of people, is a reversal of that principle. We need to
support someone like Sir Rupert Hamer for the
committee.
Honourable Members - Hear, hear!
Mr McNAMARA (Acting Premier) - In
response to the motion moved by the Leader of the
OppOSition, the Victorian government accepts that
Sir Rupert Hamer is an eminent Victorian who has a
long and proud record of public service to Victoria.
The Leader of the OppOSition has detailed his career,
which has been a credit and a service to Victoria
over many decades.
By the same token, Professor Geoffrey Blainey is a
respected historian whom the government believes
will place an historical perspective on the republican
debate. It is worth noting that the committee
established last week by the Prime Minister
excluded a person of the eminence of
Professor Blainey. A number of media
commentators questioned advisers to the Prime
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Minister about how a person with such a sense of
history and such an understanding of the history of
constitutional issues could be not included in such
an important committee.
I would have thought today that Her Majesty'S
opposition would have responded by congratulating
the government for taking a part in the Prime
Minister's committee. Other States have said they
will not take any part in discussions, but the
Victorian government felt strongly that Victorians
should be involved and, through the process of
inclusion, that we should be taking part in the
debate by putting forward someone who is regarded
as an eminent Victorian and who has not been
criticised by anyone on his sense of the historical
perspective of the State or his understanding of
constitutional law.
If one looks at the composition of the committee
announced to date, the inclusion of
Professor Blainey would add quite substantially to
the intellectual capacity of that committee and
would actually lead to an upgrading in the status of
that committee. Many people involved in the debate
about republicanism do not have an understanding
of the perspective which has led us to this position
in the first place. As the Leader of the Opposition
correctly said, we have to return to the 1890s when
Victoria and Victorians played a prominent role in
leading the debate towards the establishment of the
Federation. That debate was driven very much by
people in this Parliament, by many prominent
citizens of Victoria, by business people in this State,
and by people from the trade union movement.

The Leader of the OppOSition talked about some of
the moves towards further evolution of the process
of Federation that he had charge of when he was
Attorney-General, and he quoted the example of the
Australian securities legislation which has led to
uniform companies law. The Kennett government,
when in opposition, supported the former
government in that respect, but similar legislation
was not adopted universally throughout all States
because, only one year ago, for instance, the Upper
House in Western Australia blocked corresponding
legisla tion.
It took 6 or 12 months before that legislation was
reintroduced and finally passed. There was a great
deal of suspicion in Western Australia of a further
centralisation of decision making in Canberra and,
irrespective of the political persuasion in W.estern
Australia - whether it be a Labor or a conservative
government - both sides of politics there are highly
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suspicious of a Canberra government. The shadow
Attorney-General nods his head in agreement.
It is interesting to read comments supposedly made
recently by Western Australians that if a referendum
on the republican issue was not carried in that State,
the Western Australian government would look at
the constitutional issues in the belief that it could
secede from the Commonwealth Federation.

Ms Kimer interjected.
Mr McNAMARA - I agree, that would be a
stupid decision, but the point must be made that
some of the farther flung States regard centralised
government with suspicion. The more we hear on
the republican debate, the less it becomes a debate
about whether we should have a monarchical
system or a Westminster system, but whether we
should have a devolved or centralised system of
government.
It will not take too much encouragement from those
who are not supportive of change to encourage
those concerns within States such as Queensland,
which is at present governed by the Labor Party.
That government has not embraced this issue with
the same enthusiasm adopted by some on the
conservative side of politics in the major States.
Again, that is a reflection of the view of that
constituency.

People living in places like Cairns, which is located
farther from Brisbane than Brisbane is from
Canberra, have a suspicious view of centralised
government. I remember an occasion when I visited
North Queensland and people there talked about
lithe government in the south"; obviously I thought
they were speaking about the government in
Canberra, but they were actually innocently talking
about their own State government in Brisbane!
During the past 92 years, we have established a
sense of unity in Australia. I am very concerned that
moves by the Prime Minister to attempt to steamroll
change without bringing all Australians with him
will place at risk the unity that exists in Australia at
the moment.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER - Order! I direct to the
Deputy Premier's attention the fact that the motion
before the Chair is specific as to the
non-appointment of Sir Rupert Hamer. It is not an
opportunity for a wide-ranging debate on the
republican issue.
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Mr McNAMARA - As you will become aware,
Mr Deputy Speaker, I was coming precisely to that
point. Particularly States such as Queensland,
Western Australia, and possibly even Tasmania,
must have people on the Prime Minister's committee
who will contribute to that debate on a national
basis and with a national perspective - and maybe
not with the perspective of one of the major States.

Blainey is one individual who is highly regarded not
only in the more populous States but in the smaller
States too. He is an individual who understands the
basis on which the Commonwealth was formed. He
knows the nuances of the Federation conferences in
1890 that ultimately led to the formation of Australia
as a nation, which we all support and should take
every measure not to place at risk.

This government has a great respect for the
contribution Sir Rupert Hamer has made to
Victorian politics, but the fact that he has been one of
the longest serving State Premiers, and despite being
aware of the very high regard in which he is held
within the Victorian community, he may not
necessarily be acceptable as a nominee to this
committee to people in Western Australia,
Queensland or other States, who view with
suspicion the urgency with which the Prime
Minister is driving this issue and the timetable he
has set - particularly his requirement that this
committee should report within the next 2 or
3 months. Who would know what his timetable
would be after that to accommodate change either at
a Parliamentary level through the Commonwealth
of States or through a referendum?

It is an important issue - one the opposition must
think about carefully. I hope I am not correct, but I
believe what the opposition is attempting to do is
use Sir Rupert Hamer in a political pOint-scoring
exercise. The method is to nominate an individual
who has expressed some views in support of change
and, by doing so, try to embarrass the government. I
call on the opposition to take a more far-sighted
approach and look at the effect the committee will
have on Australia. The Australian community
believes the composition of the committee is slanted
towards republicanism, and it will not be
universally accepted by the Australian population.

We should have an individual who will represent
the whole of Australia. The Prime Minister has not
given each State the opportunity to select one
nominee. If there were that luxury the nomination of
Sir Rupert Hamer would be considered. The Prime
Minister has asked us to nominate two people on
behalf of the six States and Territories. We must sell
that nominee to not only Victorians, who would
universally accept Sir Rupert Hamer, but also to the
whole of Australia. I thank the Leader of the
Opposition for the way he has responded to the
issue of choosing the most prominent Victorian, a
former Liberal Premier, who achieved much in his
period in office and who led Victoria through the
most prosperous period the State has enjoyed in
recent decades. The State needs a conservative
leader to put forward a vision and provide direction
for the future.

Many people are concerned about the direction in
which the debate is going. I refer to Professor Cheryl
Saunders, Director of the Centre of Comparative
Constitutional Studies at Melbourne University,
who in an article in a newspaper at the weekend
raised concerns about the direction the Prime
Minister was taking. Adequate time must be given
for the committee to consider this important task.
We must ensure that every State is represented on
the committee and that its composition not be as the
Prime Minister has proposed, because that does not
give Victorians a feeling of ownership in this debate.

We do not know what Professor Blainey's views are
on republicanism; it is not something that the
Premier has asked him about in recent months.

Mr CO LE (Melbourne) - I support the motion.
The importance of the debate goes without saying:
the issue of the republic and what is to happen to
this country from now until the turn of the century
with respect to its constitutional arrangements is
crucial.

If one looks at the leadership of Victoria over the

past decade one can see what happened as a result:
massive debt and huge problems that will take
many decades to overcome. The Premier is showing
vision and a sense of purpose about getting Victoria
back to a solid financial base so people will feel
confident about investing in the State's future.
Members of the committee must be acceptable not
only to Victorians but to all Australians. Professor

With respect to the appointment of an eminent
person to the Republic AdviSOry Committee, we
must remember, contrary to what the Acting
Premier believes, that the committee does not have
plenipotentiary powers; it is an advisory committee.
Its object is to give advice to the Federal government
and to work through issues on the establishment of a
republic.
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The opposition proposes that Sir Rupert Hamer
should be appointed to that committee. I shall go
through some of the reasons: first and foremost, Sir
Rupert has accepted that Australia's becoming a
republic is inevitable. That is not to say he supports
it. One could say that in the past and even today he
would be seen as a constitutional monarchist. He
has a knighthood - he is not a Warden of the
Cinque Ports like Sir Robert Menzies, but he still has
a knighthood. He has embraced the monarchy and
accepted it for nearly all his life but now sees the
inevitability of republicanism. In a community that
has lived with a constitutional monarchy, although
some of us have always embraced the concept of a
republic, it is appropriate to put forward someone
who fits into the category and who realises there is a
diversity of view and a movement towards change.
That would be the principal reason why Sir Rupert
Hamer should have been appointed to the Republic
Advisory Committee. It should be an advisory
committee consisting of people who have the
foresight to realise that there is talk about change
and there should be a move towards that change.
That does not mean that Sir Rupert necessarily likes
it.
The opposition accepts that the government has the
power to choose the person but it does not mean
that it has the right to choose somebody who may be
unacceptable to opposition politics; it does not have
the right to deliberately choose somebody who will
subvert the process. I am not suggesting that will
happen, but the government has a responsibility to
the community and to the opposition, because we
represent a large section of the Victorian
community, to put forward somebody who is
acceptable to both sides of politics. It is evident that
Sir Rupert Hamer is acctlptable to the oppoSition.
The appointment of Sir Rupert Hamer would have
been acceptable to the government, and no logical
reason can be given why he was not put forward. He
stands in contrast to Professor Blainey for many
reasons: firstly, he is a former Premier of this State;
secondly, he knows about the constitutional
operations of this State; and, thirdly, he has been a
loyal servant of the Crown, not only in title but also
in fact - unlike myself. We swear allegiance to the
Crown because we have to, not because we want to.
It is for those reasons that Sir Rupert Hamer stands

in marked contrast to Professor Blainey and most
other people in the community. He, like Nick
Greiner, will look at the republican issue from a
Liberal perspective. He will be sensitive to the
Liberal philosophy and will know about the
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expectations of people who come from that
direction. He knows how the Liberal Party operates.
The Labor Party would not expect the government
to nominate John Halfpenny.

Government members interjecting.
Mr COLE - I inform the honourable members
for Glen Waverley and Swan Hill that the Labor
Party does not know that because when it was in
government it did not do things like that,
particularly on important issues. The Labor Party
wants someone who will be acceptable to the
community.
An honourable member interjected.

Mr CO LE - He may have been acceptable to half
the population, and more acceptable than Professor
Blainey. If the Labor Party, the Liberal Party and the
National Party support the appointment of
Sir Rupert Hamer, the bulk of the community will
agree that he should represent Victoria on the
Republic Advisory Committee.
I would have thought Sir Rupert Hamer would have
been the logical choice of this government. He
would have been far more acceptable to other States,
including the Labor States, than Professor Blainey.
The government is taking a terrible risk by not
appointing a true representative of Victoria.
The nature of the republican debate must be
examined. A republic will mean a reduction in the
recognition and subservience of Australia to
hereditary titles. That is what the Labor Party wants
from a republic, and that is what the republican
debate should be about. The Labor Party also wants
the reserve powers of the heads of State eliminated.
People on the committee should have an open mind
because a republic will be the ultimate act for
Australia to achieve full nationhood.
An honourable member interjected.

Mr COLE - I hear murmuring from the other
side.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER - Order! The
honourable member for Swan Hill is not only out of
his place; he is also out of order.
Mr Richardson - The honourable member for
Melbourne ought to concentrate.
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The DEPUTY SPEAKER - Order! The
honourable member for Forest Hill is also out of his
place and out of order.
Mr COLE - I know government members are
sensitive about this topic. I also know that the
Premier and others have been slow to enter the
debate, which is a product of the 13 March election
the Federal Labor government won so convincingly.
Some 18 months ago the Prime Minister, to his
credit, pushed hard for the republican movement to
get going. Many people opposed that idea, and since
the 13 March election it has split the Liberal Party. It
does not know where it stands on republicanism.
One would have thought the Liberal Party would
have acted with more sense and appointed
Sir Rupert Hamer to the advisory committee. That
may have brought people in the Liberal Party back
together. The National Party, as usual, is
consistently and unanimously supporting the
constitutional monarchy and is out in the back
paddock lauding the virtues of the stump jump
plough, which has very little to do with 1993.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER -Order! I hope the
honourable member for Melbourne is not casting
aspersions on the Chair.
Mr COLE - I would not do that, Mr Deputy
Speaker.
Mr McNamara - The wool industry also thinks
it is an important issue.

Mr CO LE - It should not be forgotten what
happened to the wool and meat industries when
those wonderful people from England joined the
European Community!
The advisory committee should comprise good
representatives to jettison our links with England
and to move Australia closer to the Asian region.
Australia's biggest trading partner is Japan;
Australia sells more to Japan than Japan buys from
Australia. As the Japanese Prime Minister has said,
part of the move towards Asia involves the
relinquishing of Australia's links to England. That is
difficult for the conservatives in politics to
understand. They do not embrace Sir Rupert Hamer
because he has adopted liberalism.
Liberalism is an interesting term. When I was at
university I was lectured by Professor Blainey on
economic history, in which he referred to the
biography of John Stuart Mill, an extremely famous
liberal. I recall the honourable member for Ballarat
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East saying he knew John Stuart Mill; he booked him
in Daylesford for smoking marijuana! I must inform
him that there is another John Stuart Mill-and I do
not know whether he smoked marijuana.
From my extensive studies of John Stuart Mill while
burning the midnight oil at university I discovered
that nothing in the conservative parties matches up
with his philosophy. But that is not the case with
Sir Rupert Hamer. I do not want to idolise Sir Rupert
Hamer or to become an historical revisionist, but
compared to the current lot in the Liberal Party,
Sir Rupert Hamer is surprisingly liberal - at times
he is even a trifle left.
During the debate on the City of Greater Geelong
Bill the Premier actually said that if someone moved
a motion to get rid of the States he would support it.
This is not the right time, but the opposition will
come up with it some other time. I am drawing a
distinction between the substantial changes needed
for a republic and the minimalist approach of
relinquishing Australia's attachment to the Queen
and England.
Sir Rupert Hamer is the best possible choice the
government could make for a representative on the
adviSOry committee. He would receive State
support, which Professor Blainey will probably not
Sir Rupert Hamer would represent the views of
members on both sides of the Chamber. He has
integrity and a long record of service to the State.
The only reason he has not been appointed to
represent Victoria is that he said that a republic is
inevitable. He did not say that he supports it; he just
said it is inevitable.
The opposition has moved the motion so the public
knows the view of the Australian Labor Party. The
conservatives use stunts to undermine the
republican movement. They have no respect for Sir
Rupert Hamer, one of their own, who would do a
tremendous job. It is disrespectful not to appoint
such a distinguished Victorian, who could clearly
handle this very difficult but important issue for the
State of Victoria and Australia.
Mr GUDE (Minister for Industry and
Employment) - In opposing the motion for the
adjournment of the House, I do not wish to rake
over the merits or demerits of Sir Rupert Hamer,
somebody I have had the privilege of working with.
Mr Roper - Mr Speaker, I direct your attention
to the state of the House.
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Quorum formed.
Mr GUDE - When the honourable member for
Melbourne was speaking, only four members were
in the Chamber, and even the Leader of the
Opposition was absent! The motion demonstrates
the hypocrisy of the Leader of the Opposition, who
often refers to himself as a Queen's Counsel whether he is self-appointed or self-anointed does
not matter.
Mr KENNAN (Leader of the Opposition) Mr Speaker, I ask the Minister for Industry and
Employment to withdraw each of those references.
The SPEAKER - Order! The Leader of the
Opposition finds the expressions unparliamentary
and asks for a withdrawal.
Mr GUDE (Minister for Industry and
Employment) - If the Leader of the Opposition
believes the remarks are offensive I will withdraw
them. He is very touchy on that subject. The Leader
of the Opposition referred to outdated colonial
vestiges. I should have thought the title "Queen's
Counsel" fitted into that category, but it appears that
is one aspect of the past that the honourable member
wants to hang on to.
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Ms Kimer interjected.
Mr GUDE - The honourable member for
Williamstown is critical of Professor Penington
because he took a contrary view to hers and exposed
her deficiencies as the Minister for Education and as
Premier. What would be wrong in nominating
Sir Gustav Nossal, Professor Max Charlesworth,
Professor Ian Gust, Ivan Deveson, who is a former
Victorian of the Year, Louis WaIler, Sir Peter Abeles,
John Ralph, Kevan Gosper, John Gough or Dame
Leonie Kramer?
Ms Kimer interjected.
Mr GUDE - I know Mr Gosper is overseas, but
he may well come back if he considered it important
enough. The honourable member for Williamstown
does not know whether or not he would return to
Australia.
Ms Kimer - How do you know?
Mr GUDE - I know Kevan Gosper quite well; he
hired me when he was the personnel officer at Shell
Australia. I have known him for a long time and I
keep in touch with him.
Mr Sercombe interjected.

I noted with interest that the honourable member for
Melbourne, the leader of the limousine left, followed
the Leader of the Opposition in the debate. It is clear
the limousine left is driving the process. Members of
that faction are very embarrassed at the moment
because they do not want the attention of the
community directed towards the level of
unemployment - the 300 000 Victorians out of
work - or to the fact that the oppOSition, when in
government, had no policies to remedy
unemployment. They do not want to talk about
financial mismanagement, the rural crisis and the
industrial disruption impacting on the community.
They are pulling a cheap political stunt to deflect
their embarrassment, but it will not work.
I had the privilege of serving in the House when Sir
Rupert Hamer, as he later became, was Premier of
Victoria, and I relate to many of the things said
about him. He is a very honest, active, responsible
person, who has achieved so many things during the
course of his life. The same can be said about
Professor Blainey and a number of other
Victorians - for instance, former Prime Minister
Malcolm Fraser, former Victorian Premier Lindsay
Thompson, and Professor David Penington.

Mr GUDE - I do not think even the honourable
member for Niddrie would want that comment on
the record. The remark is offensive and I ask for a
withdrawal.
Mr SERCOMBE (Niddrie) - I withdraw.
Mr GUDE (Minister for Industry and
Employment) - Many Australians could have been
nominated instead of Professor Blainey.

Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER - Order! The level of interjection
is too high. I should have thought that on such an
important matter the House would give attention to
what the Minister is saying.
Mr GUDE - The opposition is seeking to divert
attention from its personal embarrassment at being
associated with another disruption of the Victorian
community. It is embarrassed at the deficiencies of
its own performance, not just in government but in
opposition. The performance of the Leader of the
Opposition is abysmal. He is going backwards, and
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his performance today confirms his position as
temporary Leader.
There is no shortage of acronyms around this place.
As I was walking in the corridor before I heard
someone refer to TJ and someone else refer to VTJ. It
was more than I could handle so I had to find out
precisely what it was about. It seems that some
opposition members were having a discussion and
one of them was referring to "temporary Jim" and
the other said, ''No, after today's motion, very
temporary Jim"! Even the Leader of the Opposition's
own party is divided over the propriety and
integrity of the motion before this House.
The opposition is devoid of inspiration and is
continually dreaming up ideas to divert the
community's attention from the problems of the
State. If I recall correctly, the Leader of the
Opposition said he believed the Premier should
have consulted with the opposition before
determining who the Victorian representative on the
committee would be. I wonder whether the Prime
Minister consulted with the Premiers of the States
before choosing the members of his committee; I am
sure he did not. I wonder whether he consulted with
the Federal Leader of the Opposition about the
group he chose; I am sure he did not. There is silence
on the other side of the House.
Mr Cole interjected.
Mr GUDE - Oh, he rang the chairman of the
limousine left. Did he ring your fellow travellers as
well?
Again that highlights the hypocrisy of the process. It
is apparently all right for a Labor Prime Minister to
make his own judgment about the people he wants
on his committee -and clearly he has chosen
people who agree with the direction in which he
wants to go.
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Mr GUDE - The wheel of politics turns, but I
can tell the honourable member for Niddrie that the
wheel of fortune will turn very slowly for the Labor
Party.
Mr Sercombe interjected.
Mr GUDE - There is only one poll that counts,
and that was held last October. That resulted in the
coalition's enjoying the largest majority in the
history of Federation, with 61 members as against 27
Labor Party members in this place and more than
double the Labor Party numbers in the Legislative
Council. That is what the people of Victoria think of
the 1.abor Party. The motion before the House
confirms the incredible irrelevance of the opposition.
It is also instructive that the motion suggests that the

chairman of the Federal government's committee
may be having some difficulty with the composition
of the committee. Opposition members were critical
of my reference to an article in the Sunday Herald Sun
and poured scorn over that newspaper. They can do
what they like; that is their choice. I have not heard
them criticise the Age, but in Monday's edition of
that newspaper, Malcolm Turnbull, the chairman of
the committee, said he had no objection to Professor
Blainey being on the committee:
'1 can't comment on any particular nomination; that is
a matter for the Premiers", Mr Turnbull told Australian
Associated Press.

Mr Sercombe interjected.
Mr GUDE - The honourable member for
Niddrie gets out of the blocks a bit too fast. If he
gave his mouth a rest and his ears a chance, he
might learn something.
The report in the Age continues:
"But all the nominations -

Mr Sercombe interjected.
one assumes that includes Professor Blainey Mr GUDE - I do not know Nick Greiner's views
on the issue other than what I have read; I have not
spoken with him about it. That is irrelevant to the
issue. When the Federal Labor Party is in power, it is
apparently okay for the Prime Minister to choose
who he wants; but when it comes to a State in which
the Labor Party is out of power and likely to remain
so for a long time - Mr Sercombe interjected.

"that I've heard of so far appear to be knowledgeable
and enthusiastic people who would have a lot to
contribute".

It is clear that Professor Blainey fits that
qualification. He is an eminent Australian who has

studied and researched the history of this country.
Mr Cole interjected.
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Mr GUDE - The honourable member for
Melbourne interjects by asking whether I have read
his books. I know Professor Blainey has written
innumerable books. He is a learned person who has
challenged the Australian people to think about
issues and to debate them. The republican debate is
all about challenging people to think about the
issues. The committee needs a blend of people with
a variety of views so that the people of Australia will
have balanced views put before them.
The people of Australia will consider this matter in
due course. I have no problems with the issue being
raised and debated. It should be out in the open so
that we can find out precisely what it is the Prime
Minister intends for Australia. The debate must be
conducted in a way that allows all sections of the
community to have a say; but the motion moved
today implies that the opposition's choice is the only
one that is acceptable.
The SPEAKER - Order! The honourable
member's time has expired.
Mr SERCOMBE (Niddrie) - Nothing shows the
irrelevance of this government to mainstream
trends, attitudes and ideas in the Australian
community more than its reaction to the motion. In
reality the motion before the House raises a
narrower issue than the fundamental issue of an
Australian republic and its symbolic importance to
the development of contemporary Australian
society. I do not intend to canvass in detail the
debate about an Australian republic other than to
the extent that it relates to the appointment the
government is seeking to have made to the Republic
Advisory Committee. The contemptuous way in
which the Leader of the House and the Acting
Premier have treated this discussion shows the
isolation of the government.
Mr E. R. Smith - Mr Speaker, the Leader of the
Opposition. is not in the Chamber. I also direct your
attention to the state of the House.
Quorum formed.
Mr SERCOMBE - The purpose of the motion is
to maximise the opportunity for the Victorian
community to be represented on the Republic
Advisory Committee established by the Prime
Minister. The opposition recognises that State
representation on the committee is by no means a
foregone conclusion. The New South Wales
government has views significantly different from
those of the coalition government, not only on the
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substantive issue of a republic but also on who
should represent the two major and most populous
States.
It is therefore Critically important to maximise the

contribution of the Victorian community to the
debate. Victoria has been given a more than
generous opportunity to nominate a person
associated with the government side of politics.
The opposition's suggestion that the government
should nominate a person who in the past has been
a political foe but who can command widespread
respect and support, including the support of the
opposition, on the important questions confronting
the Australian nation is an indication of the way it
views the question.
As we proceed towards the 21st century Australia is
a rapidly changing and different sort of society than
it was 20 years ago. The symbolism associated with
our nationhood and which is inherent in the
republican debate is critical to our future and to our
identity and pride as a nation.
A broad range of commentators, induding the
Premier, have said that the future of the nation lies
in being part of the Asia-Pacific region. For better or
worse, the future of Australia is tied up with the
future of that region and the symbolism involved in
the concept of Australia becoming a republic
recognises that that historical and geographical
reality has to be seized upon.
The people of Australia live in a multicultural
society, and more so in Victoria than in any other
State or Territory. That characteristic of the
Australian community is becoming increasingly
apparent each decade. Intermarriages of people
from different cultural backgrounds, together with
the success since the second world war of the
Australian community in absorbing people from
virtually every continent and every culture on earth,
have been of Significant credit to people of all
political allegiances who have contributed in
important ways to the development of a tolerant,
multicultural Australian society.
The reality of the relevance to Australia of the
Asia-Pacific region and the fact that Australia is no
longer essentially an Anglo-Saxon SOCiety makes the
debate about republicanism symbolic. The
opposition believes the republican issue is of such
importance that the Victorian government ought to
nominate a person such as Sir Rupert Hamer, who
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would receive the support of the entire Victorian
community.
The Victorian nominee could be placed in a
competitive position in the nomination of a
representative of the two States, Victoria and New
South Wales, because it is quite clear that the New
South Wales Liberal government has a different
view about who the representative should be.
Professor Blainey undoubtedly makes a significant
contribution to the broader debate in the Victorian
and Australian communities, and I have been
impressed with his past contributions to Australian
intellectual life. His seminal history of Australia, The
Tyranny of Distance, contributes significantly to the
view Australians have of themselves and to an
understanding of Australia's position in the world.
His subsequent work, Triumph of the Nomads, deals
with Aboriginal Australia and is an important
contribution to a broader understanding in the
Australian community of the role of Aboriginal
Australians in our society. The book traces and
discusses Aboriginal prehistory in ways that had not
previously been broadly understood by the
Australian community.
However, although in more recent years
Professor Blainey has continued to make an
important and proper contribution to social debate,
it has been a divisive contribution. In his
contributions to the debates on multiculturalism and
environmental issues - I emphasise it is
appropriate that he, like any other citizen, should
make a contribution - he has adopted a divisive
pOSition which would not command the support of
more than, at most, 50 per cent of the community,
and that is a generous assessment of the level of
support he would command.
As the nominee of the Victorian government for
appointment to the Republic Advisory Committee,
Professor Blainey would not be seen as a person
who was speaking on behalf of the entire Victorian
community. One wonders how serious the
government is in nominating him because the
Deputy Premier, in his remarks this morning,
sounded as though he was referring to "Geoffrey
Blamey" - perhaps he was thinking about
Sir Thomas Blamey. The Acting Premier is certainly
not on the ball on this matter.
In acknowledging the importance of
Professor Blainey's contribution to intellectual life in
Australia - although in recent years members of the
Labor Party have been opposed to his views - the

1579

opposition has been more generous than has the
government. It is a matter of horses for courses, and
the opposition's view is that Professor Blainey is not
a suitable nominee. In order to maximise the benefits
to the Victorian community as a whole of the work
of the committee a different Victorian should be
nominated.
A distinguished Victorian historian from La Trobe
University has been appointed to the committee, as
has the former conservative Premier of New South
Wales, Mr Greiner. Given the weight and
importance the Federal government places on the
deliberations of the committee and the relative
contributions that could be made by members of the
committee, Victoria should be represented by a
former Premier.
Sir Rupert Hamer may be seen as a unifying force.
He was a genuine small-l liberal, unlike almost
every current government member. The Minister for
Planning, who is at the table, has in the past had the
respect of the opposition as a small-l liberal, but
these days even he seems to be descending into the
neanderthal conservatism that characterises the
government and which characterised the Bolte
years. Sir Rupert Hamer is not in that category.
In the 19705 Sir Rupert's premiership marked quite a
distinctive and important change in the nature of
government. A story is told about the former Prime
Minister, Gough Whitlam, being questioned about
why, when there had been changes of governments
in Australia, including at a Federal level in 1972,
there had been no change of government in Victoria.
Whitlam made the quite correct point that there had
been a change of government in Victoria in the
transition from Bolte to Hamer. There was a radical
difference of style, emphasis and approach between
Bolte and Hamer.

Regrettably the neanderthals of the Liberal Party
seem to have reasserted themselves and even people
like the Minister at the table, who in the past one
would have thought would have complied with the
liberal traditions of John Stuart Mill, are, on the
kindest interpretation, being done over regularly in
the Cabinet room.
There is nothing liberal about the government. Sir
Rupert Hamer as Premier was relevant to Victorian
society in the 19705. His approach to planning and
environmental matters and the emphasis he placed
on the importance of the arts and on considering
features of our society are acknowledged by the
opposition.
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Mr Richardson - Sir Rupert Hamer is knighted!
A royal honour!
Mr SERCOMBE - The honourable member for
Forest Hill refers to Sir Rupert having been
knighted. He gives one reason for considering Sir
Rupert as someone who could enjoy support across
the board. The opposition is not advocating the
nomination of Sir Rupert because it expects him to
support the republican position per se, but he has
received an award from the Crown and in the
circumstances I would have thought that would add
to his credentials rather than take away from them;
he ought to be capable of attracting support across
the whole of Parliament and not simply from the
Labor side.
I come back to my starting point. The views of the
Victorian community must be adequately reflected
and analysed to enable the work of the committee to
proceed in a way that is not the subject of the
divisive game playing and smartypants tactics of the
Premier.
Mr MACLELLAN (Minister for Planning) - This
is one of the sadder, less important and less
impressive motions to come before the House. It has
become a vehicle for political debate rather than
constructive contributions on the troublesome
question now before the public: whether Australia
should become a republic or should remain a
constitutional monarchy, with the Queen remaining
as head of State for ceremonial and legal purposes
but represented by Australians in the form of
Governors-General and Governors.
The true motive behind the motion is not to assist in
the progress of debate but simply to create a minor,
time-wasting distraction. I do not think Sir Rupert
Hamer will be vastly impressed with the
half-hearted praise that has been heaped on him by
members of the opposition as though he is now seen
by them to be the best person to represent the
populous States on the Republic Advisory
Committee.
I imagine that Professor Geoffrey Blainey, being a
professor, is well used to criticism and would
probably let all that has been said about him by the
opposition by way of implication just pass by. As a
person of considerable intellectual scope, he would
regard these comments merely as the pinpricks that
must be endured on the way towards making a
contribution to central issues within society.
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Members of the opposition have difficulty with
symbols of their na tionalism. The Leader of the
Opposition says that Australians have to cast aside
the monarchy to convince themselves that they are
not part of a colony. Other opposition members take
the gumnut approach, while some take the
shamrock nationalist approach. Opposition
members seem to be lacking an acceptance of their
being Australian. That acceptance seems to be
reinforced as though they have some doubt about it.
Their doubts are showing.
Whether people have an Anglo-Saxon, Celtic,
broader European or Asian background or come
from anywhere else in the world, they all bring
specific gifts to Australia. They enrich our SOCiety. I
do not know why members of the opposition suffer
this terrifying misapprehension that unless they
express their nationalism in some form of aggression
towards somebody else or some other value they
cannot be Australian; they cannot give expression to
their Australian identity unless being negative or
critical of others' views.
While opposition members make great claims that
Australia is a multicultural SOCiety, what a pity that
they do not make equally broad claims that
Australia hopes to become a tolerant society. The
intolerance of the opposition is reflected in the
motion. The opposition wants the Prime Minister's
committee to be advised in a way that reflects one
side of the argument.
Not only is the committee based around Sydney; it is
also based around people who have pronounced
themselves to be either in favour of a republic or of
the view that a republic is inevitable. It seems that
the object of the committee is to make sure the other
side of the argument is not reflected in the
committee's work.
That object is compounded by the rather devious
motion moved by the opposition. In effect, it does
not want to offer support to somebody who
represents the populous States; that is a
complication. One has to commend the Prime
Minister, and I presume his advisers, on the skill
with which Victoria will be left out of the advisory
group. Appointees have to be hand-picked for their
commitment or Victoria will not be represented at
all.
The comments of opposition members about the
character, philosophy or sense of the coalition
government compound the problem. As part of their
supposedly constructive contribution towards the
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consideration of whether Australia should change its
present constitutional arrangement to some other
arrangement, it suits them to say that Liberal Party
members have changed from being liberal to being
troglodytes; opposition members say that there are
no people of broad or contrary vision within the
coalition. Such comments are meant to assist in the
consideration of the matter!
The opposition had a great chance to nominate
people it had in mind, simply to put forward other
nominees, but it has not done that. It has chosen one
nominee and put forward a succession of arguments
for the nomination of that person. The usefulness of
Sir Rupert might be destroyed by his name being
put up in this way.
If the Leader of the OppOSition had a little nous and
wished to have Sir Rupert considered for
nomination, I would have thought that on hearing
that the Prime Minister had sought a representative
for the populous States the Leader of the Opposition
would have approached the Premier and said, '1n
considering people to be put up first and discussed
with New South Wales" -it might be New South
Wales and Queensland; the populous States are not
defined - "what about considering Sir Rupert?". If
this debate were not about party politics, about
division and separation, about taking a political
stance, but were about seeking to advance
discussion within the community in a reasoned and
measured way, that is what the Leader of the
Opposition would have done, but that is not what
happened.

The Premier announced in the House yesterday the
nominee put forward at the invitation of the Prime
Minister. It should be noted that the Prime Minister
did not invite the Victorian Parliament to nominate
somebody to represent the populous States. Perhaps
in the circumstances it is just as well because
presumably the opposition would have wished to
put forward nominees who would have to pass a
republican and inevitability test. The opposition
would have had to show its true colours, but the
Prime Minister did not do that.
The Prime Minister wrote to the Premiers of the
most populous States - that may include
Queensland because the Prime Minister has within
his grasp which are the populous States and which
are not - requesting that agreement be reached
between those States on a nominee. If agreement is
not reached presumably the Prime Minister retains
the right to appoint another republican or a person
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committed to the outcome he desires to represent
the populist States.
It is unbelievable that former Senator Susan Ryan is
palmed off as being somebody who represents
Victoria. As far as her political life was concerned
she never represented Victoria, and apart from the
fact that she left the Federal government and entered
into business arrangements she is not seen as a
public figure in Victoria. If one were looking for a
former politician who was a public figure one could
well have thought of John Button. Now there is
somebody who may have been able to achieve
bipartisan support across the State borders.

Having been advised yesterday by the Premier
about the government's nomination, the opposition
now wants to criticise the failure of the Victorian
government to nominate Sir Rupert Hamer. You
have ruled, Mr Speaker, that the motion is in order
and I am not in any way arguing that. However, I do
raise issue with the motion because it is trivial and
inappropriate.
As was pointed out earlier, it could be argued that if
the name Sir Rupert Hamer were taken out of the
motion one could put in any other name one wanted.
Mr Cooper - John Halfpenny!
Mr MACLELLAN - I thought it was a pity that
John Halfpenny or Bill Deller were not nominated,
and so it could go on; because there is one nominee
versus the world. At the invitation of the Prime
Minister, the Premier and the government
nominated Professor Blainey.
Underlying the motion is an almost unspoken
criticism of Professor Blainey. The Deputy Leader of
the OppOSition came close to enunciating the
reasons behind the motion; they are not that the
person nominated does not have the intellectual
capacity for the challenge of the position or the
identification with Victoria and its government and
the people of this State. The criticism is that the
opposition does not like what Professor Blainey
says. That is the real situation.
It comes back to narrowness. I may not agree with
everything that is said by some members nominated
for the Prime Minister's committee but, heavens
above, I would not criticise them for saying things
that I disagree with. Heaven knows there are
enough republicans on the committee. It is not as if
the republican side of the argument is wanting for
proponents on the committee; it is not as if there is
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too much weighting the other way. One knows what
the outcome of the Republic Advisory Committee
will be: it will be an outcome fixed in advance by its
membership.

decided on Professor Blainey as Victoria's nominee,
but he did not consider whether the government has
a duty to consult more widely before it makes a
decision on such an important appointment.

I presume the opposition's view is that there must
not be anyone on the committee who is likely to
present a different view. That is what is behind the
criticism of the nomination by the coalition
government of Professor Blainey. The criticism is not
that Professor Blainey lacks appropriate
qualifications; that has not been said.

Mr Mac1ellan - Did the Prime Minister consult
widely?

Ms Kimer - I should hope not!
Mr MACLELLAN - I should hope not, too. I am
heartened that the former Premier, the honourable
member for Williamstown, says that that is not the
issue. However, If that is not the issue why has the
opposition skipped a few Premiers? Why doesn't the
opposition's motion refer to the honourable member
for Williamstown, the immediate past Premier, with
the broad bipartisan support she has and the high
regard in which she is held? Why not the Premier
before that, the Honourable John Cain? Does he not
have the ability to span the party gap? Does Mr Cain
somehow fail the test of the necessary breadth of
mind and modern ideas? What about Lindsay
Thompson?
Apparently we need a period of sanity -or
sanitisation, I am not sure which. According to the
opposition we must skip three Premiers and go for
the next one while accompanying that choice with a
deluge of criticism of the Premier immediately prior.
The Leader of the Opposition made it clear that had
Sir Henry Bolte been available he certainly would
not have been acceptable.
Of the Premiers in living memory the opposition has
only one in mind as being appropriate to put up too
late, too inappropriately and too indelicately. Had
the opposition made the suggestion privately and
had the suggestion been rejected, one could
understand the motion being put forward for the
record. However, my confident guess is that the
opposition had no intention of putting forward a
nominee; its only intention is to make trouble.
Mr DOLLIS (Richmond) - I support the motion
before this House because I believe the
government's position is not correct. The Minister
for Planning provided the House with what I would
call a minimalist interpretation. The Premier has
written to the Prime Minister -at the Prime
Minister's suggestion - informing him that he had

Mr DOLLIS - The Minister forgets that this is a
State House and that the Premier's responsibility is
to adequately represent the people of Victoria.
Professor Blainey is a person of considerable
intellectual scope. He is a highly respected academic
and one of Australia's true intellectuals. However,
that does not make Professor Blainey the ideal
unifying force in this debate. Members opposite will
agree that Professor Blainey divided the community
with his position on Australia's immigration system
and the type of society he believes Australia should
be.
Australia is a federation of States and that adds to
the complexity of the issues confronting the
republican debate. Even in the wake of the Australia
Acts 1986 the States retain some direct access to the
Crown separately from the Federal authority.
It will be incredibly difficult for the government to

argue that Professor Blainey is better equipped than
Sir Rupert Hamer to not only analyse the current
constitutional system, understand the political
complexities and understand Victorian society but
also to carry those arguments forward in a way that
will safeguard the interests of the Victorian people.
The government has adopted a minimalist approach
by deciding on a nominee without consultation and
discussion with the opposition.
The most amazing contribution to the debate has
been made by the Acting Premier, who said
Professor Blainey would give an historical
perspective to the republican debate. For the
information of member opposite the word
"republic" comes from the latin "respublica", which
is comprised of "res", which means a matter or thing
and "publicus", which means pertaining to the
people or to the community as a whole. The word is
therefore almost the exact equivalent of the old
English word "commonweal" or "commonwealth".
According to Harry Evans, at the time of the later
Roman Republic "the term had a more developed
meaning and a dual meaning". Although it was
used to denote any State or constitution, it also
denoted a particular kind of State, one in which
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power was exercised in accordance with the
constitution.
Those who are interested in history and the classics
should turn to Cicero's work De Republica, which is
sometimes translated as "On the Commonwealth".
Cicero defined a republic as the property of the
whole people and as a partnership in justice. The
former darling of the conservative establishment,
Mr Malcolm Turnbull, has said, 'We may have a
Queen of Australia, but we do not have an
Australian Queen". The plain truth is that our
monarchical system is not an Australian institution.
There is no better illustration of that than the fact
that if the heir to the British throne -in this case,
Prince Charles - embraced Roman Catholicism, he
would not succeed to the throne. I believe some
members opposite would have considerable
difficulty with that proposition.
I remind honourable members opposite that during
the first three and a half decades of the
Commonwealth of Australia decisions about the
appointment of Governors-General were made in
England. The Governor-General was responsible to
Whitehall and not to Australia's elected government
and the Australian people. The decisions were made
in another country, not necessarily a foreign country
but a country with historical connections to
Australia. The representatives of this independent
nation were responsible to Whitehall. It was not
until 1938 that Britain appointed a High
Commissioner to Australia. Because it considered
Australians to be British, the British government did
not believe a representative of its government was
needed in this country. Australia did not have any
diplomatic representatives at that time. Uke India,
Australia at that time was a member of the League
of Nations, but I do not think anyone thought of
India as an independent nation.
This debate is about the values of our society and
about the uniformity of purpose required to tackle
this difficult debate. I do not believe Professor
Blainey will be able to project the values that will
unify the community, even with his intellectual
capacity. The appointment of Professor Blainey is
another example of the arrogance of those on the
government benches, who say, "The person we
believe to be adequately equipped is the person who
should be appointed to deal with those matters".
The opposition believes Professor Blainey would not
be the ideal appointment.
Mr Cooper - Why?
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Mr DOLLIS - For the simple reason that
although his intellectual powers are considerable,
that is not sufficient reason for the community to
respect his views on the matter. I remind honourable
members about the remarks made by Professor
Blainey about immigration. The government's
current attitude smacks of hypocrisy. During the
time the current Premier held the shadow portfolio
of ethnic affairs, Professor Blainey's remarks put
him on the front page of every newspaper in the
Asia-Pacific region and brought Australia to the
forefront of world comment. His analysis was that if
the current system of immigration continued,
Australia would become a divided society.
I believe that on the way to work on that particular
morning Professor Blainey either lost his historical
perspective or left his analytical skills somewhere on
his desk, because the reality is that since Federation
our society has welcomed many groups of people
from diverse cultures who speak a multitude of
languages. Professor Blainey rejected a fundamental
notion of our society. We live in a diverse
multicultural multilingual society. On a number of
occasions the Premier has suggested that that is the
only way forward.
I have not read through the debate on Professor
Blainey's remarks to find out what the Premier said;
but for the government to propose that a person
who divided our society should be a representative
on the Republic Advisory Committee is not only
arrogant but also totally disregards the values of our
society. The government wishes to confront people
at every step along the way rather than approaching
them cooperatively. If the government had been
prepared to cooperate it would have discussed the
appointment not only with the opposition and other
political forces in this State but also with the
community at large.
It is difficult to understand some of the contributions
made by government members. Other people such
as former Premiers Cain and Thompson would be
able to represent the populous States on the
committee. Let the government move an
amendment to the motion and give honourable
members an opportunity to nominate a person of
that calibre. I do not believe we would have any
difficulty with an amendment like that.
The debate on republicanism will be long and
complex, especially when it comes to examining the
role of the States. That role is paramount in deciding
constitutional changes. Referenda can take place,
with a majority of four States and a majority of the
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people deciding the issue. Each State will have to
decide how it will approach the year 2000. The
debate is about values, identity and belonging. We
belong to the region in which we live and with the
people who are our neighbours and with whom we
trade. Although historically we have belonged to
another country, the reality is that the last economic,
financial and trade ties were lost when the former
European Economic Community was created. That
experience proved almost beyond belief how the
English powers who used to govern this country
abandoned this State and Commonwealth as soon as
it became important and imperative for them to look
after themselves.
Australians should be allowed to decide on a system
that truly represents every person living in this
country irrespective of their linguistic, cultural or
religious background. I remind honourable
members opposite that if the present heir to the
throne of England decided to change his religion
and become a Catholic, he would not be able to
become the King of Australia.
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Dean, Mr (Teller)
Doyle,Mr
Elder, Mr
EJliott, Mrs
Finn,Mr
Gude,Mr
Hayward,Mr
Henderson, Mrs
Hyams,Mr
Jasper, Mr
Jenkins, Mr
John,Mr
Kilgour,Mr
Leigh, Mr
Lupton,Mr
McArthur, Mr
McGiII,Mrs
McGrath, Mr J.F.
McGrath, Mr W.O.
McLellan,Mr

Phillips, Mr (Teller)
Plowman, Mr A.F.
Plowman, Mr S.J.
Reynolds, Mr
Richardson, Mr
Rowe,Mr
Smith, Mr E.R.
Smith, Mr I.W.
Spry, Mr
Steggall,Mr
Stockdale, Mr
Tanner, Mr
Tehan, Mrs
Thompson, Mr
Traynor, Mr
Treasure, Mr
Tumer,Mr
Wade,Mrs
Weideman, Mr
Wells, Mr

Motion negatived.

ADJOURNMENT
Mr Stockdale - That is not a telling point.
Mr DOLLIS -It may not be a telling point for
the Treasurer but let him explain to Australians how
the government will move forward and couch this
debate in terms that will unite and not divide
Australia.

Mr GUDE (Minister for Industry and
Employment) - I move:
That the House, at its rising, adjourn until tomorrow at
12 noon.

Motion agreed to.
House divided on motion:

Ayes, 23
Andrianopoulos, Mr
Batchelor, Mr
Coghill, Or
Cole,Mr
Cunningham, Mr
Dollis,Mr
Garbutt, Mrs
Haermeyer, Mr
Kennan, Mr
Kimer,Ms
Leighton, Mr
Loney, Mr

Marple, Ms
Micallef, Mr
Mildenhall, Mr (Teller)
Pandazopoulos, Mr
Roper, Mr
Sandon, Mr
Seitz, Mr
Sercombe, Mr
Sheehan, Mr
Thomson,Mr
Thwaites, Mr (Teller)

Noes, 54
Ashley,Mr
Bildstien, Mr
Brown,Mr
Clark, Mr
Coleman,Mr
Cooper, Mr
Oavis, Mr

Maclellan, Mr
McNamara, Mr
Maughan,Mr
Napthine, Or
Paterson, Mr
Perrin, Mr
Peulich,Mrs

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION
(AMENDMENT) BILL
Introduction and first reading
Mrs WADE (Attorney-General) introduced a Bill to
amend the Freedom of Information Act 1982 and
for other purposes.
Mrs WADE (Attorney-General) - I move:
That this Bill be now read a first time.

Mr KENNAN (Leader of the Opposition) - Will
the Attorney-General outline briefly the purposes of
the Bill?
Mrs WADE (Attorney-General) (By leave) - I am
delighted to have the opportunity of outlining the
provisions of the Bill. Over recent years various
proposals have been made to amend the Freedom of
Information Act: some by the former government
and some by this government when in opposition.

VICTORIAN PLANTATIONS CORPORATION BILL
Wednesday, 5 May 1993

ASSEMBLY

One of the proposals that will bring about
far-reaching reform is the proposal to cover agencies
and organisations that are not currently covered by
the Act. The 1982 Act, while satisfactory when it was
introduced, is not meeting the needs of the
community in 1993.
I think the Leader of the Opposition proposed
amendments to the Act in 1985 and again in either
1989 or 1990. It was proposed in 1985 that certain
Cabinet documents should be exempt. Those
amendments were introduced in another place by
the now Leader of the OppOSition and they received
considerable attention at the time. The then
government considered that the amendments were
necessary to preserve the oyster of the Cabinet
system. Subsequently in 1989 or 1990 the
government introduced other amendments relating
to Cabinet documents and the way in which
requests made for the release of Cabinet documents
should be dealt with.
The government has considered those proposals,
submissions made by various people and
organisations and recommendations of the Legal
and Constitutional Committee. It has considered the
cost of administering the Act, which is expensive for
the community.
Although there is an element of user-pays in the
principal Act, the cost to the taxpayer is
considerable. It is estimated that it costs the
government about $6 million a year to administer
the Act. It is estimated to cost the Commonwealth
government $9 million to administer its Act. It is of
particular concern because of the nature of requests
that government departments receive from various
individuals and organisations. Many applications
ask for all documents that bear any relationship to a
particular subject matter. It can cost the department
many thousands of dollars to respond to such an
applica tion.
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the community generally will consider that the
Freedom of Information Act will be not only
widened but improved as a result of the proposed
provisions.
Or COGHILL (Werribee) - The House has been
asked to agree to the first reading of the Bill. The
Minister has given a summary of the matters that
have been taken into account but has not indicated
the matters proposed to be incorporated in the Bill.
Mrs WADE (Attorney-General) (By leave) - I
have endeavoured to go through the areas that are
covered by the Bill and the matters that have been
taken into account in preparing the legislation.
Motion agreed to.
Read first time.

VICTORIAN PLANTATIONS
CORPORATION BILL
Introduction and first reading
Mr COLEMAN (Minister for Natural Resources)
introduced a Bill to confer additional functions
and powers on the Victorian Plantations
Corporation, a State body established under the
State Owned Enterprises Act 1992, to make further
provision for the management of plantations, to
make consequential amendments to certain Acts
and for other purposes.
Mr COLEMAN (Minister for Natural
Resources) - I move:
That this Bill be now read a first time.

Or NAPTHINE (Portland) - Will the Minister
for Natural Resources outline the details of this
important Bill?
Mr COLEMAN (Minister for Natural Resources)

The equivalent Commonwealth legislation makes
provision for voluminous requests, although they
are not referred to in that way. They require
departments to divert considerable resources into
providing responses. The cost of voluminous
requests is largely borne by the Victorian taxpayer
and the government has considered whether there
are ways those requests could be made more specific
so that such costs are not incurred.

Victorian plantations under the administration of a
corporation set up under the State Owned
Enterprises Act. Victoria has some 106 000 hectares
of softwood plantations and approximately 10000
hectares of hardwood plantations, which are
currently being managed by the Department of
Conservation and Natural Resources.

I am sure when honourable members have the
opportunity of considering the provisions in the
light of the problems I have just outlined they and

The government has decided - and it was also the
aspiration of the previous government - to bring
the management of those plantations into some

(By leave) - The Bill is part of a process to bring
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corporate structure. The previous government
attempted to do that through a process of valuing
them for sale, which was eventually the subject of
considerable public controversy. The passage of time
has resulted in few of those issues being dealt wjth,
and it is now realised what those plantations are
worth.

The definition of plantation includes those areas that
are nurseries. The corporation will have the power
to regenerate areas under its administration. The
nurseries, which are an integral part of regeneration,
are maintained and operated by the Department of
Conservation and Natural Resources and will be
transferred to the corporation.

The State Owned Enterprises Act, which was passed
before Chrisbnas, enabled the Governor in Council
to approve the setting up of a State-owned
corporation. That corporation has appointed
directors, and its powers and functions are
determined.

A main obligation of the corporation will be to
undertake the same fire protection and control
measures as apply to the Department of
Conservation and Natural Resources. The
Department of Conservation and Natural Resources
and the corporation will have the opportunity to
strike an agreement in that regard. The corporation
is a single shareholder corporation and, together
with the Department of Conservation and Natural
Resources, will manage public land in Victoria.
There needs to be a strong relationship between the
two entities to ensure that the best management
practices are put in place.

1bis Bill proceeds from that point and deals with the
legislative agreements that will provide security of
supply for the parties to the agreement. Those
parties will be able to assign their entitlements to
produce from those plantations. This Bill will give
the government the opportunity to assign its
obligations and agreements to the corporation.

Further, the Bill will allow a considerable number of
plantations around the State to be transferred to the
administration of the corporation.

The Bill will also ensure that the corporation uses
the code of practice for the forestry industry. I hope
that during the second-reading stage honourable
members will have enough time to debate the Bill in
full. It should enjoy the support of all parties.

Mr Leigh interjected.
Motion agreed to.
Mr COLEMAN - There are 180 plans nominated
in the schedule to the Bill, which designates the
locations of those plantations. They range from
Rennick on the South Australian border, in the
electorate of the honourable member for Portland,
through the Western District and into north-eastern
Victoria and Gippsland.

Read first time.

TATTERSALL CONSULTATIONS
(REPORTING) BILL
Introduction and first reading

A feature of the plan is that a large number of
former school plantations, which had special
significance, are in rural areas. The legislative
agreements will become the responsibility of the
plantation corporation and the quantities, which are
secured by agreement. There are also a number of
licences, which are held by individuals for up to
15 years. The legislation will also allow licences to be
transferred.

Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer) introduced a Bill to
amend the Tattersall Consultations Act 1958 and
for other purposes.

The board, which has already been selected,
comprises people who have been on the interim
board as well as other people with specific expertise.
The board will have transitional powers and will
provide substantial advice to the new corporation. It
will ensure that plantations get onto a commercial
footing.

Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer) introduced a Bill to
make provision for the game of Club Keno, to
amend the Tattersall Consultations Act 1958 and
the Racing Act 1958 and for other purposes.

Read first time.

CLUB KENO BILL
Introduction and first reading

Read first time.
Sitting suspended 1 p.m. until 2.4 p.m.

DISTINGUISHED VISITORS
Wednesday, 5 May 1993

ASSEMBLY

DISTINGUISHED VISITORS
The SPEAKER - Order! I welcome to the gallery
Mr T. C. Moses, MP, Chairman of the Select
Committee on Price Control of the Nauruan
Parliament. He is accompanied by Mr Mehra,
Parliamentary Counsel. Mr Moses is no stranger to
Parliament as he was Consul General for Nauru, and
has lived in Melbourne for many years.
Honourable Members - Hear, hear!

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE
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Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER - Order! The level of interjection
and conversation is too high. I ask the House to
come to order.
Mr McNAMARA - The Rowe report made
some fundamental recommendations. It said that
superannuation should be more fully funded. What
did the government do? It did nothing. It allowed
the unfunded liability to increase significantly so
that Victoria's unfunded liability for public sector
superannuation increased from $3 billion to $4
billion in 1982-83 to $19 billion today.

Honourable members interjecting.

PUBLIC SECTOR SUPERANNUATION
Mr KENNAN (Leader of the Opposition) - My
question is directed to the Acting Premier. Does the
government propose to introduce any legislation
during this sessional period relating to public sector
superannuation and, if so, what changes will that
legislation make to existing superannuation
arrangements?
Mr McNAMARA (Acting Premier) - Public
sector superannuation is a serious issue, which has
implications for the Victorian Budget. The Leader of
the Opposition is well aware of the negligence of the
former Labor government during the past 10 years
in not tackling the superannuation issue.
In 1982-83 Victoria had an unfunded

superannuation liability of approximately $3 billion
to $4 billion. That has now increased outrageously to
$19 billion. The decisions that should have been
made during the past 10 years were not made and,
as a result, the government is faced with an
horrendous superannuation problem that it will
handle responsibly.
The government is obviously concerned about the
level of the unfunded liability and its impact on
government revenue. If the Labor Party, when in
government, had acted responsibly and with the
financial diligence one expects from any
government, Victoria would not be in the situation it
is now in. It is worth noting that in 1984 the then
Economic and Budget Review Committee, under the
chairmanship of the Honourable Barry Rowe, a
former member for Essendon, made a number of
recommendations regarding public sector
superannuation. The Minister for Education and I
were members of that committee, as were a number
of opposition members.

The SPEAKER - Order! If the barrage of
interjections from either side of the House continues,
I shall call the next item of business.
Mr McNAMARA - The Economic and Budget
Review Committee identified various problems in
continuing with an unfunded superannuation
scheme. It recommended a process for fully funding
the scheme.
I ask honourable members to compare the legacy
that the former Labor government left in this State to
the position in Queensland where, after 30 years of
conservative government, the unfunded
superannuation liability was nil- not $1 of
unfunded superannuation liability in the
Queensland public sector superannuation scheme!
I thank the Leader of the Opposition for his question
because it has given me the opportunity of
highlighting the deficiencies resulting from a decade
of negligence.
The government will respond appropriately and in
due course will introduce legislation to resolve the
problems that the wreckers of the Labor Party left
for Victoria.

PUBLIC SERVICE INDUSTRIAL
ACTION
Mr SPRY (Bellarine) - Will the Acting Premier
inform the House whether there were other reasons
for today's destructive Public Service industrial
action other than those put forward by John
Halfpenny?
Mr McNAMARA (Acting Premier) - I have
received advice this morning that there are other
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reasons for the industrial action today. The State
Public Services Federation of Victoria is currently
holding elections for its public officers. In the next
few weeks a number of senior positions in the union
will be contested. I am advised that the draw for the
ballots was conducted earlier this week and that
ballot papers will be printed over the weekend and
distributed to members next week.
A desperate battle is now going on between the
Trotskyites that control the union, led by the likes of
Bill Deller and Kay McVey--

Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER - Order! Unless order is regained
I will call the next item of business.
Mr McNAMARA - Mr Deller, a self-confessed
Trotskyite, holds an important senior position in the
State Public Services Federation of Victoria. On the
Ranald Macdonald program only this morning Kay
McVey said:
Basically I am a Trotskyite.

Average public servants in this State are concerned
that people with extreme political leanings are
leading such an important union.
Today's industrial dispute is a deliberate move by
radical elements within the State Public Services
Federation Victoria to divert the attention of its
members from the real agenda, which is to ensure
their re-election. Public servants are being used as
pawns in that process. It is disgraceful that the
public of Victoria has been put in the situation of
having to put up with the actions of a person such as
the Secretary of the Trades Hall Council, who - I do
not know if he is still a communist but he certainly
once was - is setting about organising disruptions
that for the next 70-odd days will kneecap
Victorians. He is deliberately trying to bring this
State undone; and more importantly, as the Premier
said yesterday, he is doing it at a time when many
thousands of international visitors are making an
assessment of our State.
I hope opposition members will show courage,
leadership and direction in supporting Victoria, and
will show that they are proud of being Victorians
and will acknowledge that Victoria has a future.
They should get behind the government in
impressing on people who visit Victoria that we are
heading in the right direction, rather than engaging
in the negative carping we hear time and again.
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Until that happens this State's recovery will be
further delayed.

PUBLIC SECTOR SUPERANNUATION
Mr KENNAN (Leader of the Opposition) - I
refer the Acting Premier to his answer to the
previous question, his reference to the Rowe
committee report and his apparent support for fully
funded superannuation, which he believes the Rowe
committee recommended. In the light of his
previous answer, does the government now intend
to provide for full funding of all Victorian State
public sector superannuation schemes?
Mr McNAMARA (Acting Premier) - As I
advised the Leader of the Opposition in my previous
answer, the government is currently considering a
range of issues. We are not rushing into these
matters.

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr McNAMARA - That highlights the
irresponSibility of the opposition and shows how the
government differs from the previous government.
We are concerned to ensure that we gather all the
facts and that we come up with a resolution that will
take Victoria into the next century instead of making
no decision and allowing the mess to continue.
Rather than making hasty decisions that will be
discarded at a later date, the government will
continue the process of consultation currently being
carried on by the Minister for Finance. When that
consultative process is completed we will consider
the appropriate changes that need to be introduced.
I advise the Leader of the Opposition that he will be
one of the first to know when the final decision is
made.

GOOD MORNING AMERICA PROGRAM
Mr PATERSON (South Barwon) - Will the
Acting Premier, in his capacity as the Minister for
Tourism, advise the House of the benefits the
government anticipates Victoria will receive as a
result of next week's visit by the top rating television
program Good Morning America?
Mr McNAMARA (Minister for Tourism) - This
is also a good news item. The Good Morning America
program is currently filming in New Zealand en
route to Australia, where it will do a number of
broadcasts that will be replayed in the United States
of America. Initially the program planned to do only
one broadcast from Victoria - in Melbourne. I
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congratulate the work of Tourism Victoria because it
persuaded the program to do a second broadcast in
country Victoria.
That means that some 2S million American homes
will receive the broadcast, which will be watched by
some 65 to 70 million Americans. Americans will
have an opportunity of seeing why Victoria is the
most livable State in the world.
Honourable Members - Hear, hear!
Mr McNAMARA - I am pleased the opposition
supports that prospect - that is a first!
The programs will each be of 2 hours duration. An
attempt to buy that sort of advertising time would
soak up more than the entire budget of Tourism
Victoria. The broadcasts will be of terrific value and
the tourism industry will be the beneficiary. They
will provide a massive audience at minimal cost.
The two other rival breakfast programs in the USA,
NBC's Today program and CBS's This Morning
program, have regularly been out-rated by the Good
Morning America program, which has been by far the
most popular breakfast program in the USA for the
past three years.
The broadcasts will give Victorians an opportunity
of showing the world, especially the USA, what this
State has to offer. These programs are broadcast not
only in the USA but across the world, including
Australia, so Victorians will also have the
opportunity of seeing them. We will be able to show
the world why Victoria is the sporting, artistic,
cultural and fashion capital of Australia. The
massive American audience will be able to see
historic sheep farming on a property near Ballarat. It
will also receive direct broadcasts from the
Melbourne Cricket Ground, which is the Mecca of
sport in Australia. That will give a real stimulus to
tourism in Victoria.
I thank the Australian Broadcasting Corporation and
the Australian Tourism Commission for their
cooperation in making this program possible.

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr McNAMARA - Some opposition members
seem to view this issue with some levity. I assure
them that this is a serious and important issue for
people ih the tourism industry. Those shows will be
able to be viewed on Channel 9 between midnight
and 2 a.m. If necessary we will make sure that the
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House is sitting and will arrange for the show to be
broadcast here in Parliament!
The program is great news for Victoria. It will put us
on the international tourist map and will generate
new jobs and opportunities.

VICTORIAN COMMISSION OF AUDIT
REPORT
Mr BAKER (Sunshine) - Does the Treasurer
expect the Victorian Commission of Audit report to
refer to his current policy as set out in the April
mini-Budget statement? If so, is the reference a result
of a request from the Treasurer or his officers?
Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer) - I expect that the
commission will report in accordance with its terms
of reference. There have been no requests for inquiry
other than the terms of reference. I expect that the
commission will comment on appropriate Budget
strategies for Victoria, because that is part of its
terms of reference.

WOOL INDUSTRY
Mr A. F. PLOWMAN (Benambra) - In light of
the crisis in the wool industry, will the Minister for
Agriculture outline to the House Victoria's response
to the Federal government's decision to activate
special circumstances proviSions of the rural
adjustment scheme to help growers in the wool
industry in Victoria?
Mr W. D. McGRATH (Minister for
Agriculture) - The wool industry is important to
Victoria and has been a key factor for many decades
in Australia's economy. I am pleased to announce
that, as a result of the cooperation of the Treasurer
and his department and of the Rural Finance
Corporation of Victoria, Victoria is able to take full
advantage of the special circumstances provisions to
provide to growers who meet the requirements up
to 100 per cent interest subsidy. Victoria will also
meet its debt reconstruction obligations - a 50 per
cent interest subsidy will be provided to a number
of woolgrowers for debt reconstruction.
Victoria has approximately 7000 specific
woolgrowers. It is anticipated that about 2000 of
those woolgrowers will qualify either for debt
reconstruction assistance or special circumstances
provision assistance as a result of the downturn in
wool prices that has occurred, particularly in the
past six weeks.
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It is a disaster for the economy of Australia that

wool prices have fallen. Confidence among
woolgrowers and others in the wool industry was
destroyed when the former Minister for Primary
Industries and Energy, John Kerin, moved the
reserve price from 870 cents a kilogram to 700 cents
a kilogram after having previously given a
commitment that the price would not change.
This action to try to restore confidence in the wool
industry is being taken by the Victorian government
with finance provided by and in cooperation with
the current Minister for Primary Industries and
Energy, Simon Crean. In addition, officers of the
Department of Agriculture, officers of the Victorian
Farmers Federation, rural counsellors and other
people are currently conducting seminars
throughout the wool-growing areas in the Western
and Central districts to try to assure woolgrowers
that somebody cares and is able to provide them
with proper advice on how they can utilise the
assistance being made available to them in the form
of the special circumstances and debt reconstruction
facilities that I mentioned, household support and
job search schemes.
This year many woolgrowers will have a negative
income. It is important for those woolgrowers to
have an opportunity of being able to put food on the
table. The Victorian government will continue to do
what it can to minimise the losses of Victorian
woolgrowers and to ensure that they are still in
business when the wool industry turns around.
During the peak in the wool industry approximately
$1000 million was paid in income tax by
woolgrowers. Those woolgrowers are now
beginning to see a return through the special
circumstances provisions of the rural adjustment
scheme. It is fair and reasonable that woolgrowers
should receive that sort of assistance at this time.

TOURISM
Mr THOMSON (Pascoe Vale) - I direct to the
attention of the Minister for Tourism the
Liberal-National coalition tourism policy document
entitled Jobs in Tourism. At page 11 of that document,
under the heading "Murray River", a specific
promise, partly highlighted in orange-coloured text,
states:
The coalition is committed to the upgrading of the

Vinelander.
Honourable members interjecting.
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Mr THOMSON - Will the Minister inform the
House of the work his department has undertaken
since October to bring the proposal to fruition, and
provide the House with the relevant documents?
Mr McNAMARA (Minister for Tourism) Clearly the comment about the Vinelander in
coalition election policy was made on the coalition's
understanding of the State's finances in the rail area.

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr McNAMARA - As has clearly been pointed
out by the Minister for Public Transport, the
haemorrhaging in public transport was far more
severe than was anticipated. The coalition has
indicated on several occasions that it would have
liked a tourist rail service to continue servicing the
Sunraysia area. The honourable member for Mildura
made strong representations in that regard, and I
congratulate him on his contribution to the debate.
The government was concerned to take every step to
ensure the maintenance of a rail service to the
Sunraysia district. The honourable member for
Mildura brought to Melbourne one of the private
tenderers for the service. That tenderer holds
contracts for bus services with the Public Transport
Corporation and had tendered for the rail service to
be maintained.
During discussions with the government on what
could be done, particularly by the tourism Ministry,
to assist with the bid, the tenderer said he had gone
cold on the matter, that he did not believe a
7-day-a-week service was viable, but that he would
like to consider options for the future such as a
holiday or weekend service. Those matters will be
explored further in the future.
The bottom line is to ensure that an effective public
transport service is provided for the people of
country Victoria. The Minister for Public Transport
has been able to guarantee that every rural
community that has had a public transport service
still has a public transport service - every one of
them! In some areas the Minister for Public
Transport has even been able to bring about an
improvement in the service.
The government has facilitated investment by the
private sector, which was unheard of and never
considered by the former government. For example,
a private sector organisation has taken up an option
to provide excellent public transport services on the
Warmambool rail line. The government is opening
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up many opportunities that did not exist previously.
The government is concerned that, at the end of the
day, communities that were serviced by public
transport will continue to be serviced by public
transport.
The opposition should lend more productive
support to the government's initiatives rather than
carping. Where was the opposition when the
Minister for Public Transport was negotiating
arrangements with the transport unions? The
opposition was trying to scuttle and disrupt the
negotiations. If it had been successful, that action
would have resulted in higher costs to Victorian
taxpayers. The Minister for Public Transport
soldiered on without any help at all from the
opposition.
It is about time opposition members got off their
backsides and made some positive contribution to
Victoria rather than just carping and being negative
all the time.

SUPREME COURT WAITING LISTS
Mr RYAN (Gippsland South) - Will the
Attorney-General outline the Significant
improvements that have been made by the Supreme
Court to the waiting times for criminal trials?
Mrs WADE (Attorney-General) - As all
honourable members would be aware, the
government is committed to restoring confidence in
the criminal justice system in Victoria. Part of that
involves ensuring that the courts operate in an
efficient manner and that matters listed for trial in
criminal courts are heard as expeditiously as
possible. Honourable members will also be aware
that I recently gave notice of legislation which is
directed to that end. However legislation is not the
only way of improving the efficiency of our courts. It
is not only the government that comes up with the
good ideas; I would particularly like to compliment
the Supreme Court on a new initiative in the
criminal justice area. Commencing on 18 January
this year the Supreme Court initiated what was
called a summer assault on the criminal list in the
Supreme Court. The summer assault was similar to
the spring offensive of last year, which was an
attempt to reduce the number of cases waiting in the
civil list.
The spring offensive was extremely successful and
resulted in a great reduction in the number of civil
cases pending in the Supreme Court. I am sure that
it had the support of opposition as well as
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government members. It was an initiative of the
Chief Justice of the Supreme Court and was
supported by other judges.
The summer assault has been as successful as the
spring offensive. At the beginning of January 48
serious criminal cases were pending. During the first
term the number of cases completed was 30,
involving 38 accused persons.

Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER - Order! The level of
conversation is too high.
Mrs WADE -Naturally, additional criminal
cases were committed during the first term this year,
but because of the number of matters that have been
dealt with by the court now only 29 criminal cases
are pending in the Supreme Court and ready to go
to trial in the second term. Of the 29 cases that are
still awaiting trial, only 3 were committed for trial in
the Supreme Court prior to December 1992. I am
advised that by the middle of this year the waiting
time for cases in the Supreme Court will be no more
than six months.
Improvements will continue to be made because the
court is also instituting some new administrative
arrangements. It is proposed that at the time of
committal for trial in the Supreme Court an
arraignment date will be fixed. That date will be not
less than 12 weeks from the date of committal to
allow time for the preparation of the case.
I notice the shadow Attorney-General has been
browsing through the report of the Pegasus task
force during question time. He would recognise that
one of the recommendations of the Pegasus report
was that at the arraignment the accused will be
required to indicate whether he is pleading guilty or
not guilty to the charge. Following that the judge
will be in a position to take control of the progress of
the case. It is anticipated that this procedure will
result in significantly greater efficiency in the court.
It is proposed that all cases committed after 1 July

this year will follow this new arraignment procedure
and that the first arraignment date will be 7 October.
I am sure all honourable members would wish to
join me in complimenting the Supreme Court on the
great progress that has been made in this area.

APPROPRIA TION MESSAGE
ASSEMBLY

1592

APPROPRIATION MESSAGE
Message read recommending further appropriation
for Stamps (Amendment) Bill.

BUSINESS FRANCHISE (PETROLEUM
PRODUCTS) (AMENDMENT) BILL
Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer) - 1 move:
That this Bill be now read a second time.

The purpose of the Business Franchise (Petroleum
Products) (Amendment) Bill is to introduce a levy
equivalent to 3 cents per litre on motor spirit and
diesel fuel. Off-road use of diesel fuel will continue
to be exempt. The increase will apply to licences
issued in respect of the licence month commencing
on and after 1 August 1993 and will result in an
increase in pump prices from the beginning of July.
Revenue from this levy is estimated at $157 million
in 1993-94. It will be dedicated to a new trust
account - the Better Roads Victoria account - to be
spent on roads and associated infrastructure
throughout Victoria.
As a result of the mismanagement of the previous
government, Victoria has had to endure a long
period of reduced spending on State infrastructure.
The present government must give priority to
eliminating the large current account deficit. The
Budget remedial program and the need to fund the
deficit until it is eliminated on a sustainable basis
require continuing restraint on new infrastructure
works funding from existing sources.
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government's Budget rebuilding strategy. The
government will seek to negotiate to retain
maximum Commonwealth funding for projects in
this State. This program will complement and be
additional to that funding.
Spending from the Better Roads Victoria account
will be on major road building projects, which will
reduce transport costs and increase the efficiency of
major arterial roads. Given its commitment to
prudent financial management, the government will
not undertake additional borrowings for those
projects; they will be undertaken at the rate
facilitated by revenue from the levy. One-third of the
funds will be spent in country Victoria and the
balance will be spent on major urban road projects.
I commend the Bill to the House.
Debate adjourned on motion of Mr BAKER
(Sunshine).
Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer) - I move:
That the debate be adjourned for one week.

Mr BAKER (Sunshine) - 1 cannot believe the
government continues to ask for such an
abbreviated adjournment of debate on money Bills.
The government is aware of the consequences; we
have debated this matter time and time again and
still the Treasurer insists on trying to whip one
through. It is not on, and the opposition will
continue to protest as is its right and duty.
It was only yesterday that the Treasurer announced

This long period of low investment is not good for
Victoria. Reduced public investment has aggravated
the downturn in construction and related activity.
Low levels of investment have tended to degrade
Victoria's roads system. Victoria needs new roads
and infrastructure to upgrade the efficiency of
transport and complement other reforms designed
to lift the competitiveness of the Victorian economy.
Important economic benefits will be opened up by
restoring our State's capacity to recommence
investment in roads and other infrastructure. These
benefits mean new jobs in construction and in a
more competitive economy, and greater job security
for every Victorian already in work.
The existing revenues will not fund these important
investments and at present Victoria cannot afford to
add to its debt even for such important investments.
The Better Roads Victoria program will facilitate
significant investment consistent with the

that this measure was afoot. The introduction of the
proposed petrol levy is a significant change in
government policy. Given the stand the Treasurer
took on the Pyramid petrol levy and the comments
he made at that time it is amazing that he is now
reaching out for this convenient taxing measure to
suit his own purposes. It is exactly the same measure
as the Pyramid levy and the Treasurer is not
prepared to allow the opposition the time to pass
out this legislation for community debate.
The people in country Victoria will be less than
pleased with the Bill despite the dangle or lure that
one-third of the funds raised by the tax will be used
for country roads to the exclusion of some
Significant projects in the outer eastern suburbs of
Melbourne.
No debate has taken place on the measure. The Bill
has landed in the House after the usual leaks to the
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media and the usual media blurb. It has suddenly
landed here and the Treasurer wants a week to
crunch it through.
Mr Stockdale interjected.
Mr BAKER - The Treasurer wants to crunch it
through within a week, and the opposition is not
having it. It must exercise the only option it has to
safeguard community interest, and that is to stand
up in this place and talk about the question of time.
The Treasurer and other significant figures in the
government have suggested that the opposition is
maladroit or improper in raising the question of
time. When one looks at its recent record one sees
that the government has been quite prepared to
allow large amounts of time to debate measures
such as the Barley Marketing Bill but when it comes
to money Bills it is prepared to trample over the
Westminster tradition. In the case of money Bills the
opportunity must exist for all members of the
Parliament, especially backbenchers, to consider the
ramifications of the Bill and to distribute it in the
community for third-party or expert analysis and
advice.
Once again Parliament is faced with a Bill being
rushed through to the debating stage within a week.
That is absolutely absurd. The opposition does not
yet know its position on the Bill; that is the whole
point of asking for extra time.
Mr Stockdale interjected.
Mr BAKER - I know a lot more than you do
about a lot of things, which is becoming clearer to
the general community as time goes on and as this
bungler tramples - The SPEAKER -Order! That is an
unparliamentary expression.
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burden of the people, is a fair indication of his
Significant limitations.
The opposition opposes strongly any suggestion that
only one week should be provided for analysis and
consideration of a Bill that is as significant as this.
Therefore, I move:
That the words "one week" be omitted with the view of
inserting in place thereof the words "two weeks".

Mr ROPER (Coburg) - It is significant that this
new tax was not even thought of by the Treasurer
when he brought down his mini-Budget a month or
so ago.
The SPEAKER - Order! The honourable
member for Coburg knows full well that the debate
is very narrow on the question of time. If he strays
from that I will rule him out of order.
Mr ROPER - This taxing measure was known
about less than a month ago, and yet the Treasurer
expects this House to ram through his mini-Budget
afterthought in the space of one week!
In answer to a question yesterday about two major
projects, the Domain tunnel and the Western bypass,
the Treasurer said his department was analysing the
funding of various projects. It is important for
Parliament to know the results of that analysis
before it passes this Significant Bill. The Treasurer
also suggested that although some people had their
own chosen projects, that did not mean the projects
would proceed. Before the Bill is debated the
opposition is entitled to hear from the Treasurer a
definite statement about the specific purpose of the
legislation and the analysis that he says - -

The SPEAKER - Order! The honourable
member for Coburg cannot canvass the issue as
though this were a second-reading debate. He
should relate his remarks to the question of time.

Mr BAKER - The honourable the bungler - The SPEAKER - Order! Be careful.
Mr BAKER - I withdraw, Mr Speaker. In a short
time the Treasurer has shown that he is one of the
worst administrators in the government, and that is
saying something. The fact that he has to rush
legislation into Parliament and that he is not
prepared and is too scared to give the opposition
and anyone else who has a vested interest in money
Bills the opportunity to rationally examine, analyse,
discuss and debate this measure, which adds to the

Mr ROPER - It is unrealistic to expect the
analysis that was announced only yesterday to be
completed and available for examination by the
community in only one week. It is an abuse of the
House for the government not only to introduce the
mini-Budget and to guillotine debate on it but also
to fail to mention this particular Bill and then try to
ram it through in one week. Many questions relate
specifically to the expenditure provisions for the
Better Roads Victoria trust account, and those
questions should be answered. The honourable
member for Sunshine and I believe the consideration
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of this matter requires an adjournment of longer
than one week. The community should have the
opportunity of considering a Bill that sets up a new
trust fund, and one week is simply not enough time.

Motion agreed to and debate adjourned until
Wednesday, 12 May.

House divided on omission (Members in favour
vote No):

Mr GUDE (Minister for Industry and
Employment) - I declare this Bill to be an urgent
Bill, and I move:

STAMPS (AMENDMENT) BILL

Ayes, 56
Mac1ellan, Mr
Maughan,Mr
Napthine, Or
Paterson, Mr
Perrin, Mr
Perton, Mr
Pescott, Mr
Peulich, Mrs (Teller)
Phillips,Mr
Plowman, Mr A.F.
Plowman, Mr S.J.
Reynolds, Mr
Richardson, Mr
Rowe,Mr
Ryan,Mr
Smith, Mr E.R.
Smith, Mr I.W.
Spry, Mr
Steggall, Mr
Stockdale, Mr
Tanner,Mr
Tehan,Mrs
Thompson, Mr
Traynor,Mr
Turner,Mr
Wade,Mrs
Weideman, Mr
Wells, Mr

Ashley,Mr
Bildstien,Mr
Brown,Mr
Clark,Mr
Coleman,Mr
Cooper,Mr
Oavis,Mr
Dean,Mr
Doyle,Mr
Elder, Mr
Elliott, Mrs
Finn,Mr
Gude,Mr
Hayward,Mr
Heffernan, Mr
Henderson, Mrs
Hyams,Mr
Jasper, Mr
Jenkins, Mr
John,Mr
Kilgour,Mr
Leigh,Mr
Lupton, Mr (Teller)
McArthur, Mr
McGill,Mrs
McGrath, Mr J.F.
McGrath, Mr W.O.
McLellan, Mr

Noes, 25
Andrianopoulos, Mr
Baker,Mr
Batchelor, Mr
Coghill,Or
Cole,Mr
Cunningham, Mr
Dollis,Mr
Garbutt, Mrs
Haermeyer, Mr
Hamilton,Mr
Kennan,Mr
Kimer,Ms
Leighton, Mr

Amendment negatived.

Loney, Mr (Teller)
Marple, Ms (Teller)
Micallef,Mr
Mildenhall, Mr
Pandazopoulos, Mr
Roper,Mr
Sandon, Mr
Seitz, Mr
Sercombe, Mr
Sheehan,Mr
Thomson,Mr
Thwaites, Mr

That this Bill be considered an urgent Bill.

0'

Required number of members rose indicating
approval motion being put
House divided on motion:

Ayes, 57
Ashley, Mr
Bildstien,Mr
Brown,Mr
Clark, Mr
Coleman,Mr
Cooper,Mr
Oavis,Mr
Dean,Mr
Doyle,Mr
Elder, Mr
Elliott, Mrs
Finn, Mr (Teller)
Gude,Mr
Hayward,Mr
Heffernan, Mr
Henderson, Mrs
Hyams,Mr
Jasper, Mr
Jenkins, Mr
John, Mr
Kilgour,Mr
Leigh,Mr
Lupton, Mr
McArthur, Mr
McGill,Mrs
McGrath, Mr J.F.
McGrath, Mr W.O.
McLellan,Mr
Madellan,Mr

Maughan,Mr
Napthine, Or
Paterson, Mr
Perrin, Mr
Perton,Mr
Pescott, Mr
Peulich, Mrs
Phillips, Mr
Plowman, Mr A.F.
Plowman, Mr S.J.
Reynolds, Mr
Richardson, Mr
Rowe,Mr
Ryan,Mr
Smith, Mr E.R.
Smith, MrI.W.
Spry,Mr
Steggall, Mr
Stockdale, Mr
Tanner, Mr
Tehan,Mrs
Thompson, Mr
Traynor,Mr
Treasure, Mr
Turner,Mr
Wade,Mrs
Weideman, Mr
Wells, Mr (Teller)

Noes, 25
Andrianopoulos, Mr
Baker,Mr
Batchelor, Mr
Coghill, Or
Cole,Mr
Cunningham, Mr
Dollis,Mr
Garbutt, Mrs

Loney,Mr
Marple,Ms
Micallef,Mr
Mildenhall, Mr (Teller)
Pandazopoulos, Mr (Teller)
Roper,Mr
Sandon,Mr
Seitz, Mr
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Sercombe, Mr
Sheehan, Mr
Thomson,Mr
Thwaites, Mr

Motion agreed to.
Mr GUDE (Minister for Industry and
Employment) - I move:
That the time allotted in connection with the Bill be as
follows(a) for the second-reading stage of the Bill unti14.15
p.m.;and
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which the governrrent and the Treasurer are
framing financial B.lls. It would be sensible to
commence the process at the beginning of the new
fin~cial year and b have taken the June payment as
an mcreased dividEnd in much the same way as was
proposed in the las: Budget of the previous
government.
At present the effect of the stamp duty imposition is
neutral on motorists in that it is being absorbed in
the current premiun payment. The premium
payment will now :onsist of $255 premium and
10 per cent stamp cuty of $25.50, making a total of
$280.50. That gives the impression of a reduction in
the premium level md allows some room for future
increases in the pnmium.

(b) for the remaining stages of the Bill until 9.15 p.m.

Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER - Order! Will the Minister please
repeat the times detailed in his motion?
Mr GUDE - The motion is that the
second-reading stage conclude at 4.15 p.m. today
and the remaining stages conclude at 9.15 p.m. this
day.
Motion agreed to.

Second reading
Debate resumed from 28 April; motion of
Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer).
Mr BAKER (Sunshine) - This Bill makes four
amendments to the Stamps Act. The first is a minor
amendment to clarify the exemptions available to
motor vehicle retailers. The second is to insert the
necessary proviSions to allow for the imposition of
stamp duty on compulsory third-party insurance.
The third is to extend the time within which a
taxpayer can apply for a refund of stamp duty
following the termination of a lease and, finally, to
remove outdated exemptions in respect of the
Commonwealth Savings Bank.
I am advised that the government will move an
amendment to ensure that it gains the benefit of the
stamp duty payment in respect of the June
premiums. The alternative to the amendment was
that the Bill would have to be pushed through so
that the Transport Accident Commission (T AC)
would have sufficient time to include the stamp
duty item on its premium invoices for the June
liabilities which had to be sent out during May. The
need for the amendment illustrates the haste with

I seek assurances from the Treasurer that this will
not occur. I am ad\'ised that the New South Wales

government does r.ot charge stamp duty on
compulsory third-party insurance but that other
State governments do. The revenue from this
measure is projected to be $5 million in the current
financial year and S66.3 million in a full financial
year. That is in addtion to the TAC's dividend
payment o.f ~92 ~i;1ion in the current financial year
and $74 mIlhon In 1993-94. It is understood that the
revenue impact of the other amendments is
negligible.
~e

way the Bill.is being introduced is unnecessary.

It IS a pea and thImble, smoke and mirrors trick to

avoid having to take up the propositions that were
put by the previous government about using the
cash bank-up in the TAC's accounts to bring the
public finances inh) order.
When that scheme was first proposed, the Treasurer
when ~ opposition led the charge to lampoon and
decry It. Now, as he has done in so many other
areas~ he has found it necessary to take up and
sanc~on ~hat were perfectly sensible options in
dealmg With the financial difficulties with which the
State finds itself confronted. All he has done is to
find some sly way of milking the motorist in another
way. It was not necessary; it is complicated and
messy. He could have made a demand for a one-off
dividend payment that would have suited his
purposes. He has not done that; he has tried to
pretend that this is something else.
The amendment in the Bill is pathetic. There was no
suggestion of the matter being handled in this way
in the Treasurer's recent autumn statement, as it is
so grandiosely called. I think I made the remark that
the Treasurer's autumn statement will inevitably
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and surely be followed by a winter of discontent for
the ordinary citizen. This measure is another
example of that.
The opposition will not object to the legislation in its
substantive form but has grave doubts about
amendments to be moved in this place at a late hour
to prop up a Budget where once again the numbers
have been wrong. The record is not looking good in
a short period. We have had original estimates that
did not work and then there were the October
estimates that did not work. It is clear that the
estimates of a month ago will not work. At a news
conference yesterday the Treasurer said that the
estimates will be out by $100 million to $200 million.
I counsel the Treasurer to adopt the policy I was
taught in my disciplinary training, which I adopted
in all portfolios I was responsible for - that is, to
look for conservative numbers and ensure that a
better flow to margin is built in instead of taking
optimum numbers which are, in mathematical
terms, six standard deviations away from the
pessimistic.
By continually coming back to Parliament with these
matters the Treasurer has shown that he does not
understand that concept. In the six months of his
unfortunate administration, the Treasurer has been
back to Parliament umpteen times to correct his
mistakes. He will be back here in a few months
shifting the goal posts again. He is like the
Melbourne Football Club that he supports: he still
has not kicked a goal, even though he claims he is
getting the State's finances back into shape.
The opposition will not oppose the legislation in its
substantive form, and I will withhold my comments
on the proposed House amendments.
Motion agreed to.
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2.

Clause 6, page 4, line 4, omit" "10" and insert "9.091".

3.

Clause 6, page 4, lines 18 to 20, omit "an amount
equal to 10 per centum of that amount" and
insert "(A) an amount equal to 9.091 per centum of
transport accident charges payable before
1 July 1993 and included in that return; and
(B) an amount equal to 10 per centum of transport
accident charges payable on or after 1 July
1993 and included in that return....
.

Mr ROPER (Coburg) - It is not only a courtesy
but also the obligation of a Minister to explain
amendments, particularly when they relate to rates.
Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer) - I am delighted
to explain the amendments. Amendment No. 1 will
insert after 1/1993" the words ", whether before or
after the commencement of section 6 of the Stamps
(Amendment) Act 1993,".
Clause 6 inserts a new subdivision which provides
for the Transport Accident Commission to pay to the
Comptroller of Stamps stamp duty of 10 per cent on
all transport accident charges applicable to a motor
vehicle under Part 7 of the Transport Accident
Act 1986 and payable to the commission after 1 June
1993. It is important that the transitional
arrangements will have effect regardless of whether
the charges are levied before or after the
commencement of the section. The first amendment
clarifies that the substantive provisions will apply
whether the charges are payable before or after the
commencement of the section.
Amendment No. 2 quantifies the amount of duty
and says that the duty is to be one-eleventh of the
total amount - so the increment is 10 per cent. The
expression has been changed to have that effect,
whereas previously, by virtue of calculating off the
higher base, it did not correctly express the amount.

Read second time.
Committed.

Committee
Clauses 1 to 5 agreed to.
Clause 6

Amendment No. 3 is relevant to the same matter. It
imposes the charge at a rate of 10 per cent, which of
course achieves uniformity between the rates of
duty on other classes of general insurance and the
duty introduced on third-party insurance, as a
prelude to eventual privatisation. It removes what
would otherwise be an anomaly, where the rate of
duty would not be the same as the rate applicable to
other classes of general insurance.

Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer) - I move:
1.

Clause 6, line 31, after "1993" insert", whether before
or after the commencement of section 6 of the
Stamps (Amendment) Act 1993,".

Amendments Nos 2 and 3 are complementary and
propose that the duty should be one-eleventh, rather
than 10 per cent of the charges.
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Mr BAKER (Sunshine) - Notice of these
amendments was ridiculously short. 1 am not
concerned about the first two amendments, but I am
concerned about amendment No. 3. The charge
referred to in proposed section IllF(l)(b)(ii)(A) will
be levied in the period leading up to the end of the
financial year. What is the justification for that? How
much money will that bring in? Why has this
decision been made when the levying of a new tax
would provide the opportunity of starting afresh at
the beginning of the financial year?
Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer) - As 1 explained
in the autumn statement, the stamp duty anomaly is
being rectified not from the beginning of the next
financial year but from 1 June. That is reflected in
the original version of the legislation, and that intent
is not altered by amendment No. 3, which correctly
expresses the proportionate relationship. In
addition, the intended transitional arrangements
have been simplified so that they do not cause
administrative difficulties in the dispatch of notices
to motorists.
When a charge on motorists is payable on and after
1 June but before 1 July, renewal notices, or notices
of the liability for that levy, must be sent out some
considerable time in advance of the due date so
motorists are given advance warning and are in a
pOSition to pay by the due date to ensure continuity
of insurance cover.
The Bill as drafted would have resulted in some
difficulties in the timing of the dispatch of notices.
To avoid inconveniencing motorists by either
deferring the issue of notices until the legislation
was passed or shortening the period between the
receipt of the renewal notice by the motorist and the
due date, the government decided to fix 1 July as the
operative date.That means that during June the
legislation will authorise the commission to deduct
from the current premium a sum eqUivalent to the
amount of stamp duty payable by the motorist. The
commission will remit that sum to the Comptroller
of Stamps and the motorist will then become liable
to the commission for that sum.
From 1 June the premium rate will be adjusted; the
stamp duty will be imposed literally as a stamp duty
and will be reflected on the statement as additional
to the premium rather than as a component of it.
This will avoid inconveniencing motorists and is a
distinct improvement on the original proposition.
Mr BAKER (Sunshine) - I am grateful for the
Treasurer's comments and I indicate as delicately as
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possible that the logic of his response is a further
indication of his obsession with accounting rather
than taking in the wider economic ramifications of
financial Bills.
The Treasurer adopts a juxtaposition in logic when
he says that the amendments are a way of reducing
inconvenience to motorists! If I remember correctly,
motor vehicle sales are biennial: that is, they have
two humps, like a camel, throughout the year. One
needs only to look at the press advertisements for
motor vehicle sales to realise that in June companies
that operate on a financial year basis as opposed to a
calendar year basis commence offering major
discounts to clear stocks from their showrooms for
taxation purposes.
The honourable member for Murray Valley, who has
had far more practical experience in the motor
industry than most other honourable members,
understands that. At a time when many people are
thinking of buying cars and when motor car traders
want to make Significant sales, the government is
introducing a tax measure for the sake of picking up
a few dollars for the till - a till that is not looking
too good.
The provision will be a major disincentive to the
purchase of motor vehicles and will produce an
equal and opposite reaction. The revenue from the
measure is overestimated. I note that the honourable
member for Murray Valley is nodding his head in
agreement; he understands my proposition. He
knows, as I know, that the measure will be a major
deterrent to the purchase of motor cars. It is unusual
for me to speak on behalf of motor car traders but
they have a problem, and they will be most
concerned about the consequences of the measure.
The recent monthly figures for registration of motor
vehicles in Victoria were down 9.9 per cent from the
previous month on a national average basis.
It confirms what I have been saying to the Treasurer
and the Premier for some time: if they continue with
the excessive, fanatical policy of sledging Victoria
and talking down the economy for political reasons,
the resurgence in consumer spending will not occur.
I know the Treasurer has been in the job for only six
months and he is showing a limited but dull
appreciation of the way Budgets move, but he
should understand the basic principles of physics:
for every action there is an equal and opposite
reaction. Using the vernacular, if you catch a
sleeping tiger by its tail, it will bite you. That is a
better way to enunciate the principle for those who
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have not studied physics. It is a pity the Treasurer
has not studied physics because it would assist him
in handling the State's financial problems in the
future.
I ask the Treasurer to consider the consequences of
the small-term gain -albeit with a Budget that he
seems to have got wrong on three occasions
already - and make it clean, and start by
introducing the measure from the first day of the
next financial year.
Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer) - The honourable
member for Sunshine is making it up as he goes
along. His speech may have impressed him, but it
did not impress anyone else. Motor car traders
would not be impressed by his lack of knowledge of
the Bill.
The Bill preserves the objective of even-handedness
. and uniformity of treatment. That is the point of the
original provision and of the amendments. They
maintain consistency through the transitional period
by handling the administrative aspects more
conveniently, but with a nil effect on motorists.
The honourable member must have had a lapse of
concentration because his comments are directed
more to the registration of new motor vehicles than
to third-party insurance. The amendments are
irrelevant to the sale of new motor vehicles. They
will have a uniform impact on insurance at the time
of registration, which inevitably occurs when the
motor vehicle is transferred to the new owner.
The administrative difficulty arises not from
registration of new vehicles but with existing
registrations where there is a renewal notice to be
sent out.
The amendment inserts into the Bill transitional
arrangements that are far more satisfactory for the
motorist. It confers no additional benefit on the
government. The Bill does not impact on the cost of
driving a motor vehicle and in the long run the
motorist will be 50 cents better off, which is neither
here nor there.
The measure is designed to create a workable
administrative arrangement - not in the interests of
the government or the Transport Accident
Commission - to ensure that motorists have the
longest possible period of notice of renewal of their
policy.
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The honourable member's comments were
confusing in relation to new motor vehicles and I am
not sure what he was trying to get at, but I assure
the Committee that the measure has no bearing on
the registration of new vehicles and that changing
the date from 1 June to 1 July would have no effect.
If there were any anomaly, it would not be affected
by changing the date.
Amendments agreed to; amended clause agreed to;
clauses 7 and 8 agreed to.
Clause 9
Mr JASPER (Murray Valley) - I mention at the
outset that my family has a GMH franchise at
Rutherglen and has been involved in the motor car
industry since 1929. The provisions of clause 9 will
correct a major anomaly that has had a dramatic
effect on the motor vehicle industry in this State the imposition of stamp duty on the registration of
the new vehicles and used cars used as
demonstrators by licensed motor vehicle traders.
I remind the Committee that the car industry has
always been one of the best indicators of the health
of the economy. When the car industry is active and
buoyant, economic development occurs. Over the
past 10 years the car industry has been in the
doldrums, which has been partly caused by the
previous government's attacks on the industry.
Clause 9 draws attention to the effects of those
attacks, especially in recent years.
The honourable member for Sunshine mentioned
the registration of motor vehicles. The reduction in
motor vehicle sales in Victoria and across Australia
has resulted from the desperate economic conditions
facing this country. Motor vehicle sales declined in
the 1980s. Although there was a rise in the latter part
of the 1980s, another downturn occurred in the early
1990s, and that situation has not changed.
The Westpac-Melbourne Institute's index of
economic activity shows that:
Passenger and commercial vehicle sales rose in March
1993 relative to February 1993. This is to be expected
because February is traditionally a slower sales month.
Hence a more accurate figure is the year-to-date sales
figure, which is not as prone to large fluctuations and
individual monthly sales figures. Sales for the first
quarter of 1993 are lower than for the same period in
1992, which was a poor year for motor vehicle sales.
Forecasts of substantial car sales growth in 1993 have
therefore failed to materialise so far. Although results
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in Victoria and Australia were similar, Victoria
marginally outperformed the nation as a whole.

The figures back up the statement made in the
economic survey. The imposition on the motor
vehicle industry of just one decision made by the
previous government added to the difficulties being
faced by the industry and, eventually, the difficulties
facing the State of Victoria.
In passing I mention that statistics show that since
1982 employment vacancies for mechanics and
repairers in the motor trade has dropped by 50 per
cent, which is a marked decline in the number of
people employed in the industry, especially in the
trades. A contributing factor has been the actions
taken by the government against the motor industry
through the 1980s, especially the imposition of
stamp duty on the registration of new and used
motor vehicles for demonstration purposes.

Approximately three years ago the former
Treasurer, now the honourable member for Coburg,
was looking to raise revenue. He decided that motor
vehicle dealers should pay stamp duty of 2.5 per
cent on the retail prices of new motor vehicles and
4 per cent on the registration of used motor vehicles,
even though those motor vehicles were registered
for use as demonstration vehicles. Despite the
representations that were made the former Treasurer
was not willing to accept that the stamp duty would
have an adverse effect on employment within the
industry and on motor car sales. He failed to
understand that vehicles used by motor vehicle
dealerships and salespeople are their tools of trade
and that they are used to sell vehicles.
Victorian Automobile Chamber of Commerce
representatives had a series of discussions with the
Minister in an attempt to have some vehicles
exempted from the payment of stamp duty, but no
resolution was reached. The former Treasurer took a
dog-in-the-manger attitude and was not prepared to
negotiate. That had an extremely dampening effect
on the industry. Not only is the vehicle industry one
of the largest employers in the State but also Victoria
is the leading car industry State in Australia. The
attack by the government on the grassroots of the
industry led to many motor vehicle dealers reducing
the number of salespeople they employed. They also
reduced the number of vehicles they used as
demonstration units. Some dealers reached the stage
where they would not pay the duty because they did
not believe it was correct. That was not the right
attitude to take, but I can understand why they took
it.
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The current government has the interests of Victoria
at heart. It recognises that economic development
will come about only through private enterprise
creating wealth and jobs.
If the government attacks the people who are the
wealth generators, the State will not develop. The
former government and the former Treasurer did
not understand the effect their legislation would
have on the motor industry. The former Treasurer
was not prepared to assist an industry which is a
key indicator of economic development and which
needs to be encouraged for the good of the State.
I applaud the government for the provisions in
clause 9. They will create a turnaround, albeit a slow
one. It is disappointing that there was not a change
of government at the Federal level; if there had been,
Australia would have been up and moving by now.
Clause 9 will allow motor vehicle dealers to register
new and used vehicles for demonstrators without
having to pay stamp duty. That will assist in
increasing sales and profitability. Equally
importantly, salesmen will be able to increase sales
and earn more money in commissions.
I direct to the attention of the Minister discrepancies
in stamp duty on vehicle sales. Firstly, Victoria has
the highest level of stamp duty on new car sales of
any State. Secondly, a discrepancy exists between
the rate of stamp duty on new vehicle sales of 2.5 per
cent and the rate on used vehicle sales of 4 per cent. I
believe the Treasurer will take these anomalies on
board and at the appropriate time will respond so
that a more effective system will be put in place that
will assist the motor vehicle industry generally. I
strongly support this amendment to the Act

Clause agreed to; clause 10 agreed to.
Clause 11
Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer) - I move:
4.

Clause 11, line 10, after "vehicle" insert "in respect of
a period beginning on or after 1 July 1993".

The amendment is an incident of the new
transitional arrangements and ensures that the
10 per cent addition shown separately on the notice
will commence operation from 1 July. The effect of
the amendment is to facilitate the dispatch of notices
by complementing the authorisation of a
contribution from the premium until 30 June, but
from 1 July for there to be a premium with a stamp
duty separately shown as an addition. That will
ensure that the stamp duty is not added to the full
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premium prior to 30 June and so protects motorists
against, in effect, paying twice before 1 July.
Mr BAKER (Sunshine) - Notwithstanding the
Treasurer's response to my previous remarks, I
make the point that taxation measures, especially
new measures, must pass the test of simplicity.
When the burden of taxation is falling on people
they must understand in clear and simple terms
what it is they are up for, when they have to pay and
that, in some sense, it is even.
These provisions are a cack-handed, convoluted way
of going about introducing a new tax measure for
the sake of picking up a few extra miserable dollars
to prop up a Budget that is not travelling too well at
the end of the financial year. It would be far more
effective, sensible and reasonable to bring it in all at
once so that people understand it starts from day X
and that from that day on everyone is treated
reasonably.
Amendment agreed to; amended clause agreed to;
clauses 12 and 13 agreed to.
Reported to House with amendments.
Passed remaining stages.
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the need to abolish that right and will argue that
there is only a perception that there is a problem
with the right that currently exists for an accused to
give unsworn evidence.
The issues are extremely difficult and come down to
a question of balancing a long-standing existing
right, one that is designed to protect accused
persons, against the probity of the criminal trial
process. In this context one must consider what
constitutes a fair trial. I will attempt to do that in my
speech.
As the Attorney-General would be aware, the
current legislation and the High Court decisions on
what constitutes a fair trial have given a new
dimension to the whole issue, which I will attempt
to examine later as best I can.
People's rights in society and specifically in the
criminal justice system should not be organised
without regard to the effect of changes; on the other
hand members should not be troglodytes and
simply oppose any change. While the Labor Party
was in office it implemented considerable changes,
as the Attorney-General would be aware. It set up
the Law Reform Commission, which examined what
changes should take place and reforms that should
be implemented in SOCiety. It made substantial
changes to fingerprinting law and to other aspects of
the criminal justice system, and made substantial
changes to the Evidence Act.

Second reading
Debate resumed from 18 March; motion of
Mrs WADE (Attorney-General).
Mr CO LE (Melbourne) - The Evidence
(Unsworn Evidence) Bill has been on the Notice
Paper since last year and is one of the few Bills
introduced by the government that have not been
rushed through as a matter of urgency.
The opposition opposes the Bill in toto. The Bill
takes away from individuals a substantial and
important right that currently exists in the criminal
trial process. The opposition's decision to oppose the
Bill comes after considerable deliberation; that is,
aside from the fact that it has had many months to
consider the Bill, the opposition has taken time to
deliberate on whether the Bill should be supported.
The opposition has considered and deliberated on
the nature of the right involved in this issue, on
whether that right should be retained and on what
the effect will be of abolishing the right. We question

The right to give unsworn evidence should be
retained. Going into the witness box or saying
nothing is an all-or-nothing situation. To put the
opposition's pOSition simply, there must be an
alternative: there should be something in between
silence and being cross-examined. This is
particularly so for the inarticulate, the intellectually
disabled and the disadvantaged in general. For them
going into the witness box is not an option; they do
not have the capacity to do so. They therefore must
choose the right to silence. To deprive them of the
right to put their story, although without
cross-examination, is wrong.
After due consideration and deliberation the
opposition has come to the view that the right to
give unsworn evidence is very important. In coming
to this decision it is mindful that if this right is
eliminated innocent people may well be convicted.
That goes to the essence of our criminal trial system.
Honourable members would all know people who
could not go into the witness box and give evidence
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for whatever reason. Such people have a right to
silence, but that is not enough.
Let us consider the history of this provision. The
Attorney-General made much of this in her
second-reading speech, saying that unsworn
evidence is an anachronism because the right to
make an unsworn statement was developed in the
days when the accused could not give evidence at
all. The retort of the opposition is to ask whether it is
justified to take away a right because the original
reason for it no longer exists. Clearly in any society
things change.
The Upper House of Parliament is a good example
of an anachronism. Originally membership of the
Upper House was property based; members were
not elected. They were put in the position to guard
the community against reformists or radicals in the
Lower House. The situation has changed. Members
are now democratically elected, and that is how it
should be.
Mrs Wade interjected.
Mr COLE - It does not these days, more's the
pity. The Upper House in essence is still an
anachronism, but it has changed. So too has the right
to give unsworn evidence. That right exists for a
specific purpose. Many years ago now that right was
changed and it now exists under a different set of
circumstances.
Many other things are anachronisms: for example,
the oath and the affirmation. I cannot see why
somebody should swear an oath or make an
affirmation. A person going into the witness box
should be told by the judge, ''Tell the truth". It is not
too much to ask. If a person does not tell the truth
and that is proved to be so, the person should be
charged with perjury. Why should a person have to
make such an oath or affirmation? It goes back to the
days when one had to swear on the Bible. Things
have changed. Now people can make an affirmation.
In time it could be seen as unnecessary. It would be
very short-sighted to say that because something no
longer serves its original purpose it should not exist.
The opposition has adopted its view following
considerable discussion. Unsworn evidence and
unsworn statements, as they were previously, have
been considered on many occasions by the former
Law Reform Commissioner, Torn Smith. In 1985 the
Law Reform Commission rightly recommended that
an unsworn statement in a criminal trial be replaced
by the right to give unsworn evidence with
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examination by the defence counsel. This was
incorporated in the current legislation and this is
what is being removed now.
The right to give unsworn evidence has been
through many processes of review over many years,
and it is still felt by most that it should be retained.
Two judges of the Law Reform Commission
dissented from the majority, so I am not suggesting
that the view that the right should be retained is
held unanimously within the community, but
certainly the overwhelming result is that it ought to
be retained.
This issue fits quite clearly into the rubric of what
constitutes a fair trial. Many factors determine
whether a trial is fair and they should be balanced
against the need to establish the truth. Recently the
High Court in the Dietrich decision decided that a
judge can grant an adjournment or stay at his
discretion if the outcome is likely to be unfair in that
it forces the accused to be tried when unrepresented.
That was a foundation decision and completes the
circle of what constitutes fairness in a trial setting.
The legal system has moved as far as saying that it is
unfair for a person not to be legally represented.
That is actually enshrined in the law by the High
Court. We have moved a considerable distance
towards what constitutes a fair trial.
Certain issues aside from that are sacrosanct. They
include the jury system, the right to silence, the
presumption of innocence, that the burden of proof
lies with the prosecution and that guilt must be
proven beyond a reasonable doubt. I hope the
Attorney-General will agree that those principles are
imperative for the effective operation of our justice
system and for the retention of a fair and just
society. Other issues such as the giving of unsworn
evidence require deliberation but they do not go to
the kernel of the legal system as do the matters listed
above. For example, it is not quite in the same
bracket as the requirement that guilt be proven
beyond a reasonable doubt or the right of silence.
Many arguments have been put forward as to why
the right to give unsworn evidence should be
withdrawn from accused persons. I would like to go
through some of the arguments against its retention.
The first is the requirement to test all evidence by
cross-examination. It is not unreasonable that
evidence, whether given by way of defence by the
accused or in the normal course of events, be tested.
Evidence may be given in the witness box or the
witness may choose to be silent. If that is the case,
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evidence cannot be tested because no evidence has
been put forward. All evidence that the witness
seeks to rely on - alibis or whatever other
evidence - is subject to cross-examination by the
prosecution, but that is not the case with unsworn
evidence. The story is put forward but is not subject
to cross-examination. The witness has two
alternatives: giving evidence or remaining silent.
There is some merit in that argument in terms of
perceptions of fairness, certainly in some of the more
difficult cases where victims have been badly
affected by the alleged crime. In a sense there is
almost a perception that the victim has to be
cross-examined but the accused can give his
statement and does not have to be cross-examined.
Another issue is the defendant's attack on the
reputation of an innocent person without the risk of
cross-examination, particularly in trials for rape and
related offences. The defendant can present a
statement without being cross-examined, and that
fits into the first bracket I described.
It is argued that a defendant's counsel can
cross-examine broadly to elicit useful material for
the subsequent preparation of an unsworn statement
by the defendant. It is reasonable to suggest that that
happens and that there are times when a great deal
of work is put in to lengthy cross-examination to
ensure that the best possible story is presented by
the accused in an unsworn statement.

Another issue is the opportunity to attack the
credibility and reputations of innocent persons
without fear of retaliation, and that is extremely
important from the point of view of the accused. If
the credibility of a witness is attacked without
re-examination by his or her counsel the case can
appear to be unfair. That situation may have a
deleterious effect upon the victim because he or she
cannot argue why his credibility should not be
attacked or that what is being put forward is
incorrect.
Another issue is the jury. Although the judge is
obligated to explain the nature of an unsworn
statement to the jury, members of the jury may still
be confused about the weight to be given to such
evidence. That question causes a lot of problems. It
is believed - in my opinion it is not correct - that
too much weight is attached to a statement that,
unlike the oral evidence of a witness, cannot be
cross-examined.
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It is also argued that the right to make an unsworn
statement is unnecessary because most people are
legally represented, and the Attorney-General
mentioned that in her second-reading speech. That is
true, although I am not sure whether that will
continue to be the case with the proposed changes to
legal aid. The opposition hopes the changes will not
adversely affect the current system and that the
number of people represented by the Legal Aid
Commission is not reduced.

Legal representation has aided and assisted the
accused in a manner that was non-existent in the
past. It could be argued that accused persons do not
need the right to give unsworn evidence, but
I dispute that contention because a person is still
required to give evidence in the witness box or
remain silent regardless of whether he is legally
represented. The capacity to do something in
between is desirable.
It is argued that judges can adequately protect the
inarticulate and the disabled. I categorically reject
that concept. The nervousness and other problems
associated with the giving of evidence for those
people far outweigh anything a judge wearing a wig
and gown and sitting behind the bench could
pOSSibly assist with. It is true that judges and the
legal system have come a long way towards
ameliorating the overwhelming problems associated
with the intimidating and oppressive atmosphere of
the courtroom setting. The legal aid system has
assisted in that regard but not to the point where it
helps people who do not have the capacity to give
evidence in the witness box who are therefore forced
to exercise their right to remain silent.

Arguments of an administrative nature in support of
the abolition of unsworn statements will interest the
Attorney-General. It is claimed that delays are
caused by counsel extracting information for use in
unsworn statements. That mayor may not occur;
I am sure it does to some extent, but I do not believe
it is a reason for ~crificing a specific right.
Of the arguments in favour of retaining the right to
make unsworn statements, two stand out. One is
that it protects the rights of the inarticulate, the
inexperienced and the innocent. Some people will
not be able to go into the witness box and will have
no option but to exercise their right to silence. It is
unfair to take away the right of those people to give
unsworn evidence. After all, it is only a limited right
and I do not see why it should be jettisoned.
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This government has reacted in strange ways to
many issues, and many of its substantial changes
will be debated over the next couple of weeks. The
government could be accused of a lot of things but
never of moving slowly. It is said of conservatives
that they keep things certain and do not change
much, but that is the case no longer. When the rights
of the people are taken away the situation becomes
dangerous.
The second argument in favour of retaining
unsworn statements is the question of what is
gained by their abolition. It is always difficult to
retain something that is abused. I am not suggesting
that the giving of unsworn evidence is not being
abused; however, that does not warrant its abolition.
Just because people abuse the social security system
does not mean it should be abolished. Just because
the system to protect the innocent, the
underprivileged and the intellectually disabled may
be abused, it does not mean that that system should
be abolished. Unfortunately, those who need
protection most will lose if this legislation is passed;
the people who abuse the system will not be affected.
What harm is being caused by unsworn statements?
I have tried for six months to work out why this
right should be abolished. There must be a belief
within the government that guilty people are
exercising their rights to give unsworn evidence
instead of the right to silence and that the right to
give unsworn evidence is resulting in numerous
guilty people being found not guilty. Members of
the government argue that it is not the innocent and
inarticulate who use the unsworn statement but the
hardened criminals. If society has different rules of
evidence for hardened criminals and soft criminals
judgments will be passed on individual cases before
a person is found guilty, and that contradicts the
assumption that a person is innocent until proven
guilty.
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children's evidence was also important. However
the only evidence of the number of defendants who
are acquitted after giving unsworn evidence is the
statistics in a study undertaken by the Law Reform
Commission which were obtained from the County
and Supreme courts in March and May 1985.
Table 3 on page 39 shows that of those defendants
who gave sworn evidence 36.8 per cent were
acqUitted and 59.9 per cent were convicted. Of those
who gave unsworn evidence 37.1 per cent were
acquitted and 60 per cent were convicted. Of those
who remained silent 42.9 per cent were acquitted
and 42.9 per cent were convicted. Because those
statistics were taken from only 41 cases, the evidence
is limited. But I believe they reflect the facts: there is
no evidence to show that if defendants give sworn
evidence a greater percentage will be convicted,
because statistics show that 60 per cent of those who
gave unsworn evidence were convicted and 59.9 per
cent of those who gave sworn evidence were
convicted. If it is suggested that too many guilty
people are being acquitted, the answer is an
unequivocal no.
Mr A. F. Plowman - How do you know?
Mr COLE - I have just finished describing the
statistics on unsworn statements. The report says
that 59.9 per cent those who made sworn statements
were convicted and 60 per cent of those who made
unsworn statements were convicted. Although those
figures were produced from the results of only
41 cases, they are indicative of the situation because
the government has provided no other evidence
except that which is purely anecdotal and somewhat
reactionary.

The government has said that victims of crime suffer
when defendants give unsworn evidence and are
found not guilty. It is a terrible thing that there are
victims of crime; no-one can argue about that. By
definition a victim is someone who has suffered, but
we should not base our system on the need to
placate victims of crime.

No evidence exists to suggest a number of guilty
people have been found not guilty because they
exercised the right to make unsworn statements. The
Pegasus task force reported on reducing delays in
criminal cases. I was reading the report during
question time when the Attorney-General told the
world what I was doing. She may be interested to
know that I was preparing my speech right up until
the moment I began it. The Pegasus task force gives
even better statistical data on the criminal justice
system.

The purpose of a trial is to find the truth. Many
changes have been made to the way evidence can be
given. Under a former conservative government the
legislation was changed to allow the use of video
material so that children could give evidence. The
amendment to the corroboration rule for young

When considering goals for the criminal justice
system we must ensure that accused persons go
through to prosecution; but that must be balanced
against the rights of the accused and their victims.
We must examine the numbers of people who are
being found not guilty and guilty. We have to look
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at those who are being brought to trial to discover
whether they are being found not guilty because the
system is not working. If no-one were found not
guilty, we would possibly be living in a totalitarian
State! I am sure the Attorney-General has read the
Pegasus task force report chapter and verse. On
page 6 it reports on the County Court in Melbourne:
On average 110 cases are finalised each month in the

County Court at Melbourne. About 5 per cent of
proceedings are ended by the filing of a nolle prosequi
and, in a further 4 per cent, the accused absconds and a
bench warrant is issued.

Wednesday, 5 May 1993

Mr Cooper interjected.
Mr CO LE - Do you want me to go on for
another 2 hours?
Mr Cooper interjected.
Mr COLE - The honourable member for
Momington may be interested to know about the
11 per cent statistic. That is what the debate is all
about, because the aim of the Bill is to remove the
right -and perhaps reduce the 11 per cent to either
10 or 9 per cent -of those who plead not guilty and
who are later acquitted.

We all know about that!
As noted above, 78 per cent of accused who are
arraigned plead guilty, while only 22 per cent plead not
guilty. To put it in other terms, about 275 cases are tried
to verdict each year (about one-half of trials end in
acquittal). Another 930 end in a plea of guilty.

Of those 275 cases where verdicts were reached,
50 per cent - one-half - of defendants who
pleaded not guilty were found not guilty. In other
words, 12 per cent of all cases that went to court
produced verdicts of not guilty, based on statistics
that show that 78 per cent of accused persons
pleaded guilty and 22 per cent pleaded not guilty.
That is 12 per cent, including all the people who
relied on unsworn statements. Is that figure too
high? I put it to the House that we do not have a big
problem. Because the Bill will deny that right to
accused persons, we may find the figure decreases
from 12 per cent to 11 per cent. If that is what the
government wants, let it say so. Does the
government really believe it is undesirable that
12 per cent of all accused persons who go to court
are found not guilty? Is that figure too high? If it is,
the government should say so - but I do not know
what we can do about it.

There is no point in removing that right because the
removal will achieve nothing other than to make
some people feel better about certain things. Enough
reports have been presented about this situation and
had the honourable member for Momington read
the Law Reform Commission report and various
other reports he would understand the concept.
Mr Cooper - I certainly have.
Mr COLE - Then I am surprised the honourable
member is not supporting my position. The
honourable member for Momington has
preconceived ideas and probably has not read the
Pegasus task force report and does not know about
the latest statistics. That report was prepared by the
Chief Justice of the Supreme Court, and Chief Judge
Waldron of the County Court and a number of
magistrates were on the task force. It is an
authoritative statement about people who are found
not guilty. I see no need to remove that right.
Finally, I direct attention to the submission made to
Parliament by the all-powerful Scrutiny of Acts and
Regulations Committee which expressed
reservations about removing the right.
Mrs Wade interjected.

We must accept that at times guilty people will be
found not guilty, but there is no evidence to suggest
that that verdict results from the practice of using
unsworn evidence. I suggest that 11 per cent is an
acceptable and, indeed, a desirable level for the
number of people found not guilty from pleas. It
should not necessarily be much higher, and certainly
should be no lower. It demonstrates, when so many
people plead guilty, that members of the Police
Force and others are doing their jobs.

Mr COLE - ''Hitherto enjoyed" - that is a
statement of fact. The committee was not being
ambiguous, but stated the facts.

I shall not develop my argument at length because I
think I have made my point.

The Victorian Criminal Justice Coalition, under the
pen of the convener, Father Peter Norden, states:

Mr COLE - It did not support it; it said
something about removing the right.
Mrs Wade interjected.
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There are many examples where the right to stYe
unsworn evidence in court reflected the need to protect
the rights of persons who would be unfairly treated by
the processes of the courtroom, in particular by a
cross-examination of evidence which would follow
should the evidence have been provided as sworn
evidence.
There are many examples where the right to give such
unsworn evidence has been abused by defence counsel
in order to overly influence the jury's assessment of the
evidence presented before it. There is no dispute that
such situations need to be addressed, to prevent such
practices continuing.
This submission would propose an amendment to the
Bill as it stands to allow the use of unsworn statements
only in clearly defined circumstances, where the
accused was a person suffering from some form of
mental impairment, such as intellectual disability, brain
damage, senile dementia, or a classified mental illness.

One would have thought that the government
would have considered that proposition. I do not
support it because, as I have said, there is no
substantive harm done by the existing right
remaining.
Mr Cooper - Who said that?
Mr COLE - Father Peter Norden.
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anachronism that no longer has any place in our
society and should be removed.
It is relevant for the purpose of the debate to have
regard to the historical origins of the right. It arose

initially in England and in circumstances where
prior to 1898 and the passage of the Criminal
Evidence Act a person charged with a criminal
offence was not entitled to give evidence on oath. He
was able to make a statement about his position, but
he could not give evidence on oath. According to the
terminology at the time that person was "not a
competent witness".
There was also concern at law about the concept of a
person giving self-incriminating evidence. Those
various concerns were melded into the position that
applied prior to the passage of legislation in 1898.
With the passage of the Criminal Evidence Act it
was held that a person accused of a crime was
permitted to give sworn evidence, although at the
time of the passage of the Act the right to make an
unsworn statement was retained; that position
carried over into the Victorian law and it still applies
now in the general sense.
At the moment the position in Victoria is that a
person charged with a criminal offence is entitled to
adopt one of a number of courses: that person can
choose to remain silent; he can go into the witness
box, give sworn evidence and be cross-examined; or
he can give unsworn evidence.

Mr Cooper - He is an authority, no doubt.
Mr Thwaites (to Mr Cooper) - No more than
you.
Mr Cooper - I will tell you more later and that
will take the smile off your face.
Mr COLE - I understand what the honourable
member for Mornington is saying. The submission
from the Victorian Criminal Justice Coalition is
authorised by a broad range of interested people. It
is suggesting that the government should at least
look at the people affected. However, there is no
particular problem because only 11 per cent of those
who plead are later found to be not guilty. That
percentage is not unacceptable. Even if it does not
act, at least the government should consider making
the facility available for those with some form of
mental impairment.
Mr RYAN (Gippsland South) - I support the
Bill. It is my belief that the right to give unsworn
evidence in a criminal proceeding is an historical

Until 1986 such a person was entitled to make an
unsworn statement but, as a result of amendments
to the Evidence Act in 1986, the provision was
qualified to the point where a person charged with a
criminal offence is now able to give unsworn
evidence. That is another example of, I suppose, the
evolutionary aspect of the development of this
concept.
Prior to 1986, in the era when an unsworn statement
could be made, the process also went through
developmental stages. As a practitioner in the
sphere that we now have under discussion. I
remember when the legislation had reached the
point that it was permitted for counsel appearing on
behalf of an accused to assist the accused in the
preparation of an unsworn statement.
I well remember the situation where the unsworn
statement of the accused made its way onto a word
processing screen at the start of a trial; with the
passage of the days of the trial it was modified as the
evidence transpired and the statement ultimately
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read by the accused person often took on a different
form from that which had been contemplated on
day one of the trial. In any event, in 1986 that
pOSition was remedied in part by the fact of
unsworn evidence being brought into being.
The real issue that we are talking about is the issue
of a fair trial; a person brought before a court is
entitled to a fair trial. That is the issue under
consideration. To look at it in terms of bald statistics
in the manner the honourable member for
Melbourne has done is not to deal with it on a
proper basis. The guiding principle in a system of
justice must be that a person charged with a criminal
offence is entitled to a fair trial. That in turn leads to
what comprises a fair trial. In reality the
community's view about these issues evolves with
the passage of time. The best example is the original
English Criminal Evidence Act of 1898. In 1780 Sir
John Fielding proposed that a regular police force be
formed in England. That proposition was opposed
by 12 of the 15 judges of the day. In 1836 when the
right of counsel to appear on behalf of the accused
charged with a felony was proposed, 12 of the
judges of the day were opposed and one judge
threatened to resign. It is interesting to contemplate
the evolutionary aspect of the development of the
law with the passage of time. Legislation reflects a
community view, and the community at present is
of the view that the right to give unsworn evidence
must go.
The honourable member for Melbourne spoke about
the rights currently enjoyed in the community and
said that one must be careful about taking away a
right that currently exists. I agree with his comments
in that regard. The community, though, has already
expressed its views about taking away rights which
have long been enjoyed, such as civil and
common-law rights. Governments of all persuasions
have brutalised the common law over past decades
in areas including rights under the Transport
Accident Act. The right to take action on behalf of a
person injured in an accident was substantially
removed by the previous administration.
Provisions of the WorkCover legislation introduced
by the government as a modification of that which
was introduced under the guise of WorkCare by the
previous government clearly impact upon the right
to take proceedings at common law. Under criminal
law a person shall remain innocent until proven
guilty. Yet in a range of offences the community has
taken the view that that onus of proof is to be
reversed; for example in the case of the .05 per cent
blood a1cohollegislation taking a breathalyser test
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with the UI! of an instrument is presumed to bring
about an accurate result unless the accused can
prove the contrary.
We live in an environment where the police who
wish to apprehend speeding motorists have
available to them a range of devices in the form of
radar traps, amphometers, police helicopters and
speed cameras which are positioned to catch tired
Parliamentarians returning home after a hard week
in Parliament on Holy Thursday night. There are
circumstances where a speed camera is positioned
200 yards down the hill but the motorist who is
caught speeding will still be fined and must wear it
unless he or she is able to establish that there is a
problem with the device that made the record.
There are numerous examples where the community
view about a given right which has long been in
existence has to be modified. Such is the case in this
instance.
Maintenance of a system of a fair trial is paramount.
I cannot see why the removal of the right to give
unsworn evidence is equated with damaging the
concept of a fair trial. An accused person is entitled
to remain silent if he or she so chooses, or is entitled
to go into the witness box and give sworn evidence
and be cross-examined.
The honourable member for Melbourne rightly and
fairly raised the fact that those who are
disadvantaged for a variety of reasons may not in
the course of a criminal trial have the capacity to
speak on their own behalf. I share the honourable
member's concerns in that regard; they are intrinsic
to the issues that must be protected if we are to
maintain a fair criminal justice system. There is a
process available within the existing system and
within that which is proposed under the ambit of the
legislation to enable that to happen.
Currently a judge in a criminal trial does not enter
the arena as often as he might in circumstances
where an accused has a right to give unsworn
evidence. The tendency is to stay out of the conduct
of the trial and allow it to take its course. If the
legislation is passed the judges in those
circumstances should conduct a trial in such a way
that they give protection to persons whom they
perceive as being disadvantaged.
The Full Court is a second level of protection for
those persons. There is an appellate system in place
in the State, and if it is perceived that a person is
disadvantaged by the conduct of a trial and that
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person has been unfairly convicted he or she has the
right of appeal to the Full Court. One should be
mindful of the law as we propose it to apply rather
than what has been the case in the past.
Unlike the pOSition that applied when the Criminal
Evidence Act of 1898 was passed, the majority of
people who come before courts charged with
criminal offences are legally represented. That
representation removes many of the concerns that
were present when the legislation was enacted. The
view of the community is important for those who
are involved in a trial, especially the victims. They
perceive the situation as being that everybody else
who gives evidence at a trial is subjected to
cross-examination. The only exemption to that is the
person accused of the offence in the first instance.
It is part of the firming up of the community view

that the victims of criminal offences have an
influence in bringing about change. It is the nature
of giving unsworn evidence in itself that is the
danger. Often a criminal trial is fought on nuances.
Criminal trials are seldom fought on the basis of one
story one way and one story the other way - black
and white. For example, a lady who has been
subjected to a rape goes into the witness box to give
evidence which incorporates the fact that she had
intercourse with the accused. The accused makes no
denial of that fact. The issue then becomes who is to
be believed as to the circumstances giving rise to the
event.
The real danger in the concept of unsworn evidence
is that whereas the victim of the crime has to go into
the witness box and be cross-examined at length
about her version of events and is exposed to
cross-examination of her story, the same situation
does not apply to the person who is accused of the
crime. That individual can make all sorts of general
statements and virtually has a free rein to say what
he likes about the circumstances that gave rise to the
offence. His evidence is not subject to any test to
help the court or the jury decide which story to
believe. The 1986 legislation introduced a provision
allowing for a charge of perjury to be brought
against a person giving unsworn evidence.
I understand that no such charge has ever been laid
in Victoria. Unsworn evidence is not subject to
cross-examination and that means that the truth is
not necessarily conveyed to the jury, which is the
ultimate judge of the facts. That means one side of
the evidence is subjected to testing and the other is
not.
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The right to give unsworn evidence has been
criticised by a number of people. The right to give
unsworn evidence has been removed in the United
Kingdom, Canada, New Zealand, the Northern
Territory, Western Australia, South Australia and
Queensland. Inasmuch as one takes guidance from
what has occurred in other States and other
countries, it is fair that that process will lead to the
abolition of the right to give unsworn evidence here.
It is on that basis that the Bill should be supported.
Mc THWAITES (Albert Park) - The philosophy
underlying the Bill appears in the second-reading
speech. The government believes it is anomalous
that a witness must give evidence that is subject to
cross-examination but the accused does not have
that same obligation.

The honourable member for Gippsland South said
that the government's argument is based on the
presumption that the accused person and the
witness are in the same position and that their
evidence should be treated in the same way. But the
witness and the accused are not on an equal footing.
The accused has much more to lose. The accused,
who may be innocent, faces conviction, punishment
and in most cases the deprivation of his or her
liberty, so the accused is in an entirely different
position from that of an ordinary witness. That is the
reason for the golden rule of criminal law that the
prosecution must prove its case beyond reasonable
doubt. Obviously the honourable member for
Gippsland South does not understand that rule and
how it applies in criminal cases, because he said that
the abolition of unsworn statements was necessary
to enable juries to decide which of the two stories to
believe.
That is not the basis on which criminal trials proceed
or have proceeded for hundreds of years. Criminal
trials do not proceed on the basis that the jury takes
a story from the prosecution and a story from the
accused, weighs them up and determines which is
the right or more credible story. A criminal trial
must proceed on the basis of the prosecution
proving beyond reasonable doubt that the accused
person is guilty. It is not for the accused person to
prove his or her innocence.
A very good reason exists for that. The philosophy
of civilised societies is that it is better for some guilty
people to be acquitted than for an innocent person to
be convicted, because imprisonment and
punishment are such terrible things. Society says
that an innocent person should not be subjected to
that punishment - even though that has happened
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before - so it is prepared to weigh the scales of
justice in favour of the accused. It has never been an
even balance. The government seems to want to
destroy that golden rule of justice, and its move
toward that is consistent with what it is doing in
other legislation.
Whatever is happening in other jurisdictions, that
view is inconsistent with the view of the High Court
and with the views of legal practitioners. The High
Court has recently reconfirmed the basic rule that it
is for the prosecution to prove the accused guilty
beyond reasonable doubt and that it is not for the
accused to have to prove his or her case.
The honourable member for Melbourne referred to
the lack of evidence justifying the changes proposed
by the Bill. I will not rehash those statistics, but it is
interesting that the Attorney-General and
government members have not given any statistical
evidence to justify this change. No statistical
evidence has been presented comparing the
percentage of convictions of those who give sworn
evidence and those who give unsworn evidence or even concerning those who remain silent.
The changes to the Evidence Act following the 1986
Law Reform Commission's report removed any
abuses of the traditional method of making unsworn
statements. Counsel for the accused must now lead
the accused through the evidence, and that evidence
must be relevant. The honourable member for
Gippsland South again showed his ignorance of the
criminal law when he said that there is no limit on
what the accused can say in evidence. The accused is
constrained under section 25 of the Evidence Act to
give evidence that is relevant and is subject to the
other rules of admissibility that apply to sworn
evidence. The accused is also subject to perjury
charges.
Mrs Wade interjected.
Mr THWAITES - The Minister should provide
the House with the number of perjury charges that
have been brought against people who have given
sworn evidence. I believe there has been only one
case, so that argument is completely without
foundation. The reason that so few perjury charges
have been laid may be that people who have given
unsworn evidence have been found on later
investigation not to have given perjured evidence. It
is not usual for perjury charges to arise out of
cross-examination. In most cases perjury charges
arise out of information that the police receive later.
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The argument based on perjury is completely
without foundation.
The next point I make is that the judge is required to
instruct the jury prior to unsworn evidence being
given that the evidence is not subject to
cross-examination. Indeed, the judge again refers to
this at the time of the charge to the jury. On two
occasions the jury is made well aware that the
evidence is unsworn and is not subject to
cross-examination. In fact, the jury is told that in
emphatic terms as a matter of practice. That is my
experience and the advice I have received from legal
practitioners who practise in the criminal law area.
The advice I have received from practitioners is that
the jury weighs the unsworn evidence against the
fact that other witnesses have given sworn evidence.
The jury makes a decision as it always does on the
facts presented before it.
In an article in the Law Institute Journal the
Attorney-General talks of the difficulty a jury has in
assessing the weight to be given to unsworn
evidence. Juries always have to weigh up evidence
and give it more or less credence, depending on
their judgment of credibility. Clearly, the fact that it
is not subject to cross-examination is a factor the jury
takes into account.
On a number of occasions the Attorney-General has

referred to the effect of unsworn evidence in rape
cases. The opposition is concerned to ensure that
there are no abuses of women generally and
certainly not in the conduct of rape cases, but the
legislation will not fix that problem. In fact, it does
not deal with that issue. Legislation has previously
been introduced to deal with what were
acknowledged abuses of rape victims in criminal
trials. Section 37A of the Evidence Act now severely
limits the evidence which may be led in a rape case
or the cross-examination that can be put to a rape
victim complainant. General evidence as to the
sexual behaviour of a complainant cannot be given.
The situation may have occurred in the past where
accused persons could make wild allegations against
the complainant in an unsworn statement. That
abuse has now been removed.
The unsworn statement given in the past was much
less constrained than the unsworn evidence that can
be given now. In the article in the Law Institute
Journal of April 1992 the Attorney-General says that
once the accused gives evidence the prosecution case
is closed and there is no cross-examination of the
accused and no opportunity to rebut the evidence.
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She says that while there is a right for the
prosecution to introduce evidence by way of
rebuttal, as a matter of law it is not an automatic
right.
Of course, the accused in giving unsworn evidence
cannot give evidence that has not been put to the
complainant. That is the rule in Brown v. Dunne, the
well-known rule that the honourable member for
Doncaster would be aware of whereby a witness,
including the accused, cannot put in evidence an
accusation that has not already been put to the
complainant. It is not a situation where the
prosecution has not had a chance of rebutting the
evidence. The prosecution has had a chance to rebut
the evidence because the complainant would have
had it put to her, and it would have been raised
during the running of the prosecution case. I am
glad the honourable member for Gippsland South
agrees, because I am dealing with the
Attorney-General's claim in an article in the Law
Institute Journal.
The issue of rebuttal is important because the
Attorney-General claims it has not often occurred
that the prosecution has rebutted the evidence given
in an unsworn statement. In fact, the advice I have
from numerous practitioners in the field is that if
there were information put in unsworn evidence
which was relevant to the case, and which the
prosecution had not had a chance to rebut, the court
would give the prosecution the right to reopen its
case to rebut it.
The next point, particularly in relation to rape and
sexual assault cases, according to the advice I have
received from criminal law practitioners, is that
loose statements against the prosecutrix are not
generally made in rape cases for the principal reason
that, if such allegations were made, it is likely the
court would rule that character was in issue and that
the prosecutor was therefore entitled to lead
evidence of the accused's bad character and prior
criminal convictions. That is a major reason why the
accused will not raise wild allegations.
Finally, in sexual cases the abolition of unsworn
evidence will not stop the vigorous or unfair
cross-examination of rape victims. I refer the House
to a minority report of Jocelynne Scutt in the 1985
Law Reform Commission report. Ms Scutt has a fine
reputation among feminist groups. She has written
many books on the subject and there is probably
no-one in the community who has more concern
than she has about these issues. She says:
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If the unsworn statement were abolished, it would not

mean that a defendant would have to give evidence
and be cross-examined. He could remain silent whilst the woman victim continued to be harshly
treated through cross-examination. Suggestions that the
woman is lying, that she is "sexually loose" or
promiscuous could continue to be made. Friends of the
defendant could continue to be brought into court to
make allegations about the woman's sexual character.
The women's movement (and the general community)
might be even more affronted if the defendant remains
silent altogether, while the victim witness is
questioned. The victim witness will be stringently
cross-examined whether or not the defendant gives an
urisworn statement, a sworn statement, or remains
totally silent.

Jocelynne Scutt has impeccable feminist credentials
and she says that the abolition of unsworn evidence
will not lead to a better situation for female victims
of crime who are called to give evidence.
The honourable member for Melbourne referred to
disadvantaged defendants, so I shall not go through
that issue in detail other than to refer again to the
minority report of Jocelynne Scutt, who refers to the
problems for some disadvantaged groups, including
non-urbanised black Australians or disadvantaged
groups of other backgrounds. She states:
The question of whether the disadvantaged person is a
victim or a defendant is not the only issue. The base
issue is whether, coming from a disadvantaged group,
the individual can be disproportionately dealt with by
questioning and cross-examination. The
cross-examination seems unfair because the person in
the particular category, or with the particular
background, is disproportionately susceptible to
stringent cross-examination.

These are accused people who firstly may be
innocent and secondly, if found guilty, may lose
their freedom and face a long term of imprisonment.
That is a risk which I am not prepared to take and
which I do not believe the opposition is prepared to
take.
Mr COOPER (Morning ton) - The matters
contained in the Bill are normally the prerogative of
those members of Parliament who are lawyers; it is
rare for members with no legal training to speak on
such matters. However I have a special interest in
the Bill, which is why I have decided to make a brief
contribution.
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I have listened with interest to the contributions
made by the honourable members for Melbourne,
Gippsland South and Albert Park because they are
lawyers and so understand the law better than I do.
If I make any factual errors when speaking about the
law, minute though they may be, I hope I shall be
forgiven. Any errors I make will not be deliberate
but will arise simply because of my ignorance of the
details of the law.
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The unsworn statement has been the subject of judicial
criticism in a number of cases. Its use was strongly
criticised by Mr Justice Fullagar in R. v. Lane, by
Mr Justice Beach in R. v. Rodney Steven /ohnson and by
the Court of Criminal Appeal (Kaye, Fullagar and
Beach JJ), in R. v. Robert Hugo Mackay. In R. v. McMillan
the Full Court criticised lengthy and wide-ranging
cross-examinations, which were followed by unsworn
statements -

I bring to this debate a perspective that has not so far
been raised, and that is the perspective of the
ordinary person in the street. Although it may be
slightly coloured by my experiences, I suggest my
perspective is shared by the vast majority of people
in this State.

where it says "unsworn statements" one reads
"unsworn evidence" because the change was made
in this State in 1986 -

Most people ask only one thing of the criminal
justice system - that is, that justice be done. They
do not ask for statistics; rather they ask that, where a
person has been charged by the police and brought
before the courts, evidence is advanced that will
enable the right decision to be made. I am not
particularly interested in whether 2, 3, 5,15 or 20 per
cent of guilty people get off; but I should like the
system to be as good as it possibly can be.

Another well-known name in the legal profession in
this State, a person who would not be criticised by
any member of this House, is Mr Justice Gobbo. The
report states:

The system is not perfect because, as the honourable
member for Albert Park said, it is weighted against
the prosecution and in favour of the defence. In
every instance the prosecution is required to ensure
that the evidence on which an accused person is
convicted is true. If the prosecution cannot come up
with that evidence, the person must be acquitted.
The defence also has a requirement to meet. The
Law Reform Commission report of September 1985
states that in law the defence is required to be a
minister of justice as well as a minister of defence. In
other words, the defence is part of the justice system
and is required to ensure as much as possible that
people are not allowed to lie in court or to unfairly
or unjustly get away with it - which is what
appears to be happening at the moment. That is why
the government is moving to ensure that people
who are accused are not allowed to have too much
weight placed on their side.
I rely for support on some decent names in the legal
profession in this State and, indeed, in this country. I
rely on statements made to the Law Reform
Commission in 1985 by people such as Mr Justice
Fullagar, Mr Justice Beach and Mr Justice Kaye, all
of whom are strongly in favour of the abolition of
unsworn statements to courts. Page 8 of the report
states:

indicating that ultimately the Crown allegations were
not, for the most part, contested.

Mr Justice Gobbo and Mr Smith have come to the
conclusion that a represented defendant standing trial
in any court should not have an immunity from
cross-examination if that defendant chooses to give
evidence. The choices should be restricted to saying
nothing, or giving sworn evidence.

That is the position I take and that is the position
adopted in the Bill. I think that is also a position the
community will support.
Page 17 of the Law Reform Commission report also
states:
The commission's invitation to judges of the Supreme
Court to provide views and comments on unsworn
statements resulted in a substantial expression of
support for ... the abolition of unsworn statements.

The report then gives a sample of the views of
judges who are unnamed. The first is from a County
Court judge, who said:
In my opinion the continuation of the option has a

marked effect on the length of trials, both individually
and collectively. The employment of an unsworn
statement expands defence cross-examination very
substantially. Defence counsel appreciates the limited
weight which can be attached to an unsworn statement
and accordingly seeks through cross-examination other
evidence on which to rely.

The next is from a Supreme Court judge:
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Counsel know that they can chase any hare, create or
attempt to create any false issue, because their client
will not be cross~xamined. If an accused is to give
evidence, or it is thought during the Crown case that he
may well give evidence, it is my belief that counsel are
far more selective in the matters they pursue.

Two other examples are given but I do not want to
take up the time of the House any longer.
I have had personal experience of unsworn evidence
being given in a criminal trial. As I stood in the court
I listened to a person lying, and I knew that that
person's counsel also knew he was lying. I was
interested to hear the honourable member for
Melbourne quote the views of the Victorian
Criminal Justice Coalition. Although he said it was
not his view, the quotation he gave interested me
because the author of that article was also a witness
in the trial and also knew that the unsworn evidence
given by the defendant was a lie. The author was
Father Peter Norden. He did not come forward and
suggest to the court that the unsworn evidence was
a lie. In fact he supported the lie.

Given my background and the unfortunate
circumstances in which I found myself in the late
1970s, I can take no other position than to say that
unsworn evidence has no place in today's criminal
justice system. There are too many examples known
to people like me - ordinary people - of criminals
getting away with their crimes because they have
been allowed to stand up and deliberately lie to the
court and convince a jury or a magistrate
accordingly. I am sure that evidence can be provided
by people with police backgrounds that will confirm
what I have said.
People in the street are demanding that the justice
system be simply what it claims to be: a system of
justice. The community will demand that people
who have committed crimes are brought before the
justice system and, when convicted under rules that
are fair and equitable, dealt with. That is not the
situation that exists now in Victoria and that is what
the government is trying to rectify.
I do not wish to make accusations against the
honourable member for Melbourne for his
opposition to the legislation on behalf of his party; I
have regard for him and know the views that he
expressed today were expressed because he truly
believes in them. I take the contrary view, but would
not heap abuse upon the honourable member for
Melbourne for having views that are contrary to my
own.
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I say sincerely there is no doubt in my mind that the
community wants this change. I am sure there is also
no doubt in the minds of opposition members: they
would know without any shadow of a doubt that
the community is demanding that changes be made
to the criminal justice system in this State. The
community wants better protection from an
enhanced Police Force; when people are
apprehended, charged and brought before courts it
wants them to be dealt with fairly; and it wants
accused persons who are convicted to be given
sentences that match their crimes.
I take great exception to the stance taken collectively
by the opposition today on this matter. The
opposition is out of touch with reality and with
feelings in the community. If the opposition ever
aspires to return to the government benches it will
need to get in touch with the community on basic
and essential issues like law and justice. Some of the
things said by opposition members today indicate
they are out of touch with the views of the
community on this matter.

Mr LONEY (Geelong North) - I have one or two
things in common with the honourable member for
Momington. The first is a concern about speaking on
this issue as a person who is not a member of the
legal profession. Like the honourable member for
Momington, I feel it is an awesome task to follow
earlier speakers. I am not sure what collective noun
describes them.
The SPEAKER - Order! It is best that you do not
ask.

Mr LONEY - I refer to the gaggle of lawyers or
stars of the bar who preceded us in the debate. I
wish to contribute to the debate as an ordinary
member of the public who has not followed the
exalted path through law school. My only
experience of the sort of court activity we are
speaking about in this debate is the performance of
jury service. I agree with the honourable member for
Momington that the fundamental issues of justice
are matters for examination and debate by people in
the broader community and not just by lawyers.
This Bill is about the fundamentals of the criminal
justice system that exists in this State. In particular, it
is about the fundamental belief in a presumption of
innocence until a person is proved guilty that
underpins our legal system.
If this Bill were passed an existing right would be

abolished. Action that proposes to abolish an
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existing right should be taken only if a clear and
comprehensive analysis is undertaken to underpin
the need to abolish that right. Overwhelming
evidence is needed to support such a change. The
abolition of the right of an accused person to give
unsworn evidence is a fundamental change to our
legal system.
Much of what has been said in the debate so far has
centred around various reports of the Law Refonn
Commission of Victoria. The previous speaker relied
heavily in support of his views on passages he
quoted from the commission's Report No. 2Unsworn Statements in Criminal Trials published in
September 1985. I do not question that the passages
he quoted are contained in the report of the Law
Refonn Commission. However, the report also
contains other things. Although one may have been
led to believe otherwise, the Law Refonn
Commission recommended that the right to give
unsworn evidence be retained under certain
conditions. As has been pointed out, those
conditions were provided for in 1986.
Earlier speakers also said that eminent members of
the legal profession support the abolition of the right
to give unsworn evidence. I do not disagree with
that assertion. This is a controversial issue both in
legal circles and in the community generally and
there will be people who favour both sides of the
argument. There are also members of the legal
profession whose reputations are beyond reproach
who are in favour of retaining the right to give
unsworn evidence.
In an article by Bronwyn Naylor headed 'Vnsworn
statements" that appeared in the Law Institute Journal
of July 1985 the fonner Chief Justice of the Supreme
Court of South Australia, Mc Justice Bray, is quoted
as saying:
... all logic is against it and a good deal of experience is
for it ... If the unsworn statement does go and all
accused persons who want to get their story before the
jury are forced into the witness box I think that some
guilty people who would otherwise be acquitted will
be convicted and that is a good thing as far as it goes.
But, I also think that some innocent people will be
convicted who would otherwise be acquitted and in
view of the traditional bias of the common law in
favour of the accused that should have enormous
weight.

Another lawyer who is as eminent and impartial as
anyone mentioned by government members is the
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fonner Mr Justice McGarvie of the Supreme Court of
Victoria.
In the same article in the Law Institute Journal it is
said of Mc Justice McGarvie:
... has said that he considers that the unsworn
statement can be the only realistic way that an accused
person can combat police fabrication of a confession.

I suggest that fonner Justices McGarvie and Bray
carry equal weight, are equally eminent in the legal
profession and have as much integrity as anyone
mentioned by government members. Honourable
members should not accept that members of the
legal profession have a unanimous view on this
subject.
It seems to me that the case for change is based
largely on the argument that the unsworn statement
cannot by law be tested through cross-examination.
The nub of the argument is that if the unsworn
statement were to be tested by cross-examination it
would suddenly fall apart and all people making
unsworn statements would be convicted. This seems
to be the line taken by government members.

I refer in particular to what the honourable member
for Gippsland South said about no perjury charges
being laid against people who have made unsworn
statements. His manner betrayed more than a
convincing argument; it betrayed his own biases. He
said that he was surprised that no charges of perjury
had been laid against persons who had made
unsworn statements. Why would he be surprised?
It seems that the major element of surprise is based
on a presumption that people make unsworn
statements only because they do not wish to tell the
truth. That is simply not so. For a range of reasons
people may prefer to give unsworn evidence rather
than evidence on oath, and I would like to examine
those reasons.

Some people give unsworn evidence for social or
even cultural reasons. Some people in our
community are at a disadvantage for a number of
reasons if they go into the courts. Some groups
would not be able to put their side of the story in
court without running the risk of casting themselves
in a poor light before the jury. The tenn "casting
themselves in a poor light" is very important
because, as has been pointed out by many people
close to the legal profeSSion, people should not be
convicted because they are poor witnesses. They
should be convicted only by due process through
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the court and by a finding that they are guilty
beyond reasonable doubt.
Some people would be in great danger if they did
not have the advantage of giving unsworn evidence.
Who are those people? In the main they are those
groups in the community that for one reason or
another are described as disadvantaged.
They may be disadvantaged in that their language
skills may be less developed than those of other
groups or they may not be overly familiar with
English. Simply the use of an interpreter may
disadvantage them. People who lack education to
the point that they have difficulty coping with the
court system could be disadvantaged, and so could
those who are intellectually disabled.
All those groups for one reason or another may have
some difficulty understanding questions and, more
importantly, may find it difficult to express
themselves in the best way possible.
It has also been pointed out in a number of places
that the cultural background of the Australian
Aborigine is a particular difficulty in the court.
Aborigines before the court often have difficulty not
answering in the affirmative to a person in a poSition
of authority. That is referred to in the same report of
the Law Reform Commission quoted by the
honourable member for Momington.

The report also refers to people who may be well
enough to stand trial but suffer from illness or
accident injuries which still affect them.
There is also the group of people who for one reason
or another react poorly under the stress of
cross-examination and trial. They may exhibit
nervousness in their replies or physical symptoms of
nervousness, perhaps undue twitching or sweating,
which may lead a jury to reflect poorly on their
evidence even their behaviour may not necessarily
be a reflection of guilt. Such people could well be
innocent.
Mr Justice Bray wrote the following:
The inquiry may imperceptibly shift from the question,
'1s the accused guilty?" to the question, '15 the accused
credible?" These are not the same questions.

The shift in emphasis in our legal system from a
person having to be proven guilty beyond
reasonable doubt to a person being proven not to be
a credible witness is very important. It is an
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important and valid reason why the right to give
unsworn evidence should not be taken away
without some reasonable evidence to suggest that
the right is being abused.
The central myth surrounding unsworn evidence is
that huge numbers of guilty people have avoided
conviction through making unsworn statements they have been acquitted and walked out of the
courts when they should have been locked up. The
figures put forward by the honourable member for
Melbourne and others put the lie to that myth. That
is simply not occurring.
They quoted 1985-86 figures. I shall go back further
to 1981 when the Law Reform Commission
presented evidence that people giving unsworn
evidence were less likely to escape conviction than
those giving sworn evidence. Figures from 1978
suggest that 36 per cent of people giving sworn
evidence were acquitted while only 20 per cent of
people giving unsworn evidence were acquitted. So
at that time fewer people who gave unsworn
evidence were acquitted than those who gave sworn
evidence.
I can go further by looking at the overall figures on
those acquitted who gave unsworn evidence. If it is
assumed that all who gave unsworn evidence and
were acquitted were guilty - and that is a fairly
large assumption - Mr Perton interjected.
The SPEAKER - Order! The honourable
member for Doncaster will stop interjecting. If he
wants to speak on the Bill I will call him at the
appropriate time.
Mr LONEY - I agree with the honourable
member for Doncaster.1t is an absurd proposition.
But if the assumption is made, less than 4 per cent of
people before courts were found not guilty through
the process of giving unsworn evidence. Those
figures simply do not give adequate support to the
removal of a right which is firmly based on the
fundamental principles of our legal system.
In conclusion, I suggest to the Attorney-General that
other paths could have been followed if unsworn
evidence is of concern to her. She could have looked
at reforms which would have made unsworn
evidence further subject to the rules of evidence or
perhaps vetting by the trial judge. The right to make
unsworn statements could have been reduced rather
than abolished so that it would be available only in
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certain circumstances upon application to the judge.
That could be seen as part of the reform process.
A better path for the Attorney-General to follow in
reforming this area would be to refer the Bill to the
Parliamentary Law Reform Committee.
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Opposition, who is reported in the Herald Sun of
18 May 1991:
The Attorney-General, Mr Kennan, has promised a
review of allowing defendants in criminal trials to give
evidence without being cross-examined - if he
believes such a review is warranted.

Mr Perton interjected.
Mr LONEY - It is not as powerful as the
Scrutiny of Acts and Regulations Committee but it is
nonetheless an important committee of this
Parliament. That path could have been followed
prior to the introduction of a Bill of this nature. For
those reasons I join with the other members of the
opposition in opposing the Bill.
Mr TRAYNOR (Ballarat East) - I will approach
the debate from the other side of the tracks. I have
listened intently to the contributions of the
honourable members for Melbourne, Albert Park
and Gippsland South; they are all solicitors, and
their contributions were very good. Like the
honourable member for Mornington, I come from a
different background. Before becoming a member of
Parliament I was a policeman of some 26 years
experience. I worked under judges' rules, which
were in force to ensure the fair running of a trial,
particularly in the presentation of oral or written
evidence to the court.
For a long time I have been concerned about victims
of and witnesses to violent crimes, including the
young, the elderly and the frail, and the female
victims of depraved sexual attacks who must give
sworn evidence in courts and who are subject to
rigorous cross-examination by highly skilled
barristers. The accused does not have to enter the
witness box to give evidence. On many occasions I
have seen the accused sitting at the back of the court
taking numerous notes.
The honourable member for Melbourne knows well
tha t in police and legal circles the unsworn
statement is known as cowards' castle. It is often a
web to weave fairy tales into fact, and some of the
fairy stories would make the efforts of Hans
Christian Andersen look amateurish. Unsworn
evidence is simply a licence to lie. A Crown
prosecutor once said that when an accused gave
unsworn evidence in most cases he told lies. There is
an urgent need to review the situation.
I shall refer to a statement by the then
Attorney-General, the present Leader of the

Mr Kennan has said he will seek the opinion of the
"appropriate people, including the police and the
Director of Public Prosecutions".
He says that if the view is that giving unsworn
evidence should be reconsidered, he would refer the
matter to the Victorian Law Reform Commission.
Senior police said yesterday they were eager for
unsworn evidence to be scrapped.
"We want the matter re-examined as quickly as
possible," said Assistant Commissioner (Crime) Bob
Falconer.
Senior police have argued that justice is not served by
allowing accused people to make, before a jury,
statements that cannot be cross-examined.
'We want a system which is equal for all," Mr Falconer
said.
"Unsworn evidence would be the greatest bone of
contention in the system.
"All witnesses should be on equal footing and all
evidence should be tested through cross-examination."

At least three respected judges have made
comments about unsworn evidence. I shall quote
from an article headed, "A question of criminal
justice" which also appeared in the Herald Sun of 18
May 1991:
At least three respected Victorian Supreme Court
judges have expressed concern over the practice.
Justices Beach, Gobbo and Marks have queried the
value of evidence which cannot be cross-examined.
Justice Barry Beach has long argued the accused should
not be allowed to give unsworn evidence.
"Cross-examination is probably the best test yet
devised to assess the truth of a person's statement and
to deter lying."
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I mentioned earlier that I was extremely concerned
about some of the evidence that was given by
defendants, and a particular case comes to mind.
The offence took place at Lal Lal Falls, a picnic
ground some 20 kilometres out of Ballarat. A young
nurse and her boyfriend camped overnight at the
falls. They were woken at about 2 a.m. by
14 motorcyclists from the Road Rebels motorcycle
gang. Without being crude about it - I will try to be
conservative - the motorcyclists went into the tent,
grabbed the nurse and raped her. They then spread
her legs apart and put the motorbike lights on her;
she Was belted and then had to perform sexual acts
on several of the members of the motorcycle gang.
Part of the initiation ceremony of the gang was for
new members to urinate on the girl.
I was involved in the investigation of that crime. The
14 members of the gang were arrested but only three
were charged with the rape. Unfortunately I could
not find a female police officer to take the initial
statement but I wanted to get some information
about the assault from her fairly quickly. The trauma
that girl went through trying to relate to me what
had happened in the rape and the displays she had
to put on was horrific. She gave that evidence to me;
she had to repeat it at the committal hearing and
then had to stand in the witness box of the Ballarat
County Court and be cross-examined vigorously by
three barristers, one representing each of the
accused. On three occasions she had to go through
the trauma of outlining everything that happened.
She ended up having psychiatric treatment.
While the trial was going on the three accused, who
were defended by barristers on X dollars a day, sat
at the back of the court and were given sheets of
foolscap and pens so they could take notes while
they listened to the evidence of the girl and other
witnesses. At no stage were the accused ordered to
stand in the witness box and give evidence.
As I said, I do not come from a legal background
and I have listened intently to what the honourable
members for Albert Park, Melbourne and Gippsland
South have said. My greatest concern is for ordinary
people who have to go through the trauma of
relating what has been done to them when the
accused person does not have to answer for
anything.
Much has been said recently about referendums,
whether they be for council amalgamations, forming
a republic or whatever. If a referendum were held
on this issue tomorrow I have no doubt that 90 per
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cent of the people would say the system must be fair
for everybody.
I speak from my experience as a policeman; I have
witnessed this situation for 26 years and I am
gravely concerned about ordinary people not getting
a fair go. I support the Bill. It is about time the
government introduced legislation that protected
everybody.
Government Members - Hear, hear!
Mr E. R. SMITH (Glen Waverley) - In 1825,
Jeremy Bentham, the great English law reformer,
commented on the right to make an unsworn
statement without the risk of being questioned by a
prosecutor or judge. He said:
If all criminals of every class had assembled, and
framed a system after their own wishes, is not this rule
the very flrst which they would have established for
their security?

In 1590 in the case of R. v. Udal it was found that it
was necessary only for a person to swear that he did
not commit the crime to be let off. After that the
courts went to the other extreme of stopping all
accused from making any statement. It was not until .
1833 that the courts restored to an accused person
the right to make a statement. In Victoria today, the
accused has four choices: he may stand mute; he
may give sworn evidence; he may give unsworn
evidence; or he may make an unsworn statement.
An unsworn statement is permitted when the
accused is unrepresented. As honourable members
are aware, the Legal Aid Commission now provides
the representation that the disadvantaged and the
inarticulate require to defend themselves.

The main reasons for the retention of unsworn
evidence are fairness to the .accused and a desire to
make the prosecution prove its case beyond
reasonable doubt. In 1986 the principal Act was
amended and a trial judge was allowed more
discretion in the admission of facts. Accused persons
faced the possibility of being charged with perjury if
they made untrue statements while giving unsworn
evidence.
As has been forcibly put by the lawyers on the
government side and by the previous speaker, the
honourable member for Ballarat East, people do not
believe they are getting a fair go. The giving of
unsworn evidence does not allow either the accused
to be cross-examined or the Crown prosecutor to
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comment on the failure of the accused to give sworn
evidence.
The system provides a haven for the accused to
attack the prosecution's case and the evidence of
witnesses without fear of counterattack. It is time we
took on board the precedents set in other
jurisdictions similar to our own. Unsworn
statements are hangovers from the past when an
accused was not permitted to give evidence.
Unsworn statements were abolished in England in
1983; in Canada in 1893, 100 years before; in New
Zealand in 1966; in Queensland in 1975; in South
Australia in 1983; in Western Australia in 1976; and
in the Northern Territory in 1984.
All those jurisdictions share common law traditions
with Victoria. Given the abolition of the death
penalty and the provision of counsel at public
expense for needy persons committed for trial, the
entrenching of the right to give unsworn evidence is
anomalous, because its sole purpose appears to be to
assist accused persons to escape conviction. The use
of unsworn evidence in the Walsh Street trial is still
fresh in the minds of honourable members, as is the
use of an unsworn statement by Lionel Murphy in
his second trial, which resulted in his acquittal. I
believe unsworn statements should be abolished.
Like the honourable member for Ballarat East, I
remember when the former Attorney-General, now
the Leader of the OppOSition, promised to refer the
matter of unsworn statements to the Law Reform
Commission because it was a hot political issue. He
was forced into that position much against his will.
Now the House has the opportunity to remove this
anomaly and to give the victims of crime - those
who ought to be paramount in the legal system the opportunity of seeing justice done. An enormous
amount of trauma is suffered by the victims of
crime, police witnesses and, in particular, witnesses
such as those described by the honourable member
for Ballarat East. They are the most compelling
reasons why the Bill should be supported by those
on both sides of the House.
I am surprised that the honourable member for
Melbourne, who is usually fair, has argued as he
has. Because he often sees unsworn statements being
used against the victims of crime, I cannot
understand how he can continue to support such an
anachronism. It is timely that the new government
has introduced this measure, and I wish the Bill a
speedy passage.
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Mr PERTON (Doncaster) - This has been an
extraordinarily thoughtful debate, one to which
members on both sides of the House have made
excellent contributions. The debate is about the
pursuit of justice. The opposition has been seeking
justice for the accused while government members
have been seeking justice not only for the accused
but also for the community in general. In particular,
government members have been seeking justice for
the victims of crime, who in many cases must relive
the horrific circumstances of the crimes that have
been committed against them when they are giving
evidence.
The justification for the abolition of unsworn
statements is that the system has been abused. The
original purpose of unsworn statements was to
protect an unsophisticated witness from being
badgered or browbeaten by a clever and powerful
counsel. The honourable member for Albert Park
spoke about his experiences, and the honourable
member for Ballarat East gave a thoughtful
contribution based on his experience. During my
time as a barrister I have browbeaten witnesses, and
I have not always seen them given a fair deal by
judges. I know people have made admissions - Mr Micallef interjected.
Mr PERTON - The interjection by the
honourable member for Springvale shows that he is
a pathetic man who is unable to make a thoughtful
contribution to the debate. We are talking about
truth; and as the honourable member for Melbourne
said, in many cases people giving sworn evidence
perjure themselves. One of the reasons why perjury
actions are not brought in this State is that perjury is
difficult to prove; and as a matter of public policy, it
is difficult to re-run the litigation.
The legislation puts defendants on the same footing
as victims, witnesses for the prosecution and
members of the general commwuty. That procedure
is proper in the case of most defendants because the
unsworn statement has been used and abused by
sophisticated defendants represented by
sophisticated barristers.
I do not know the particulars of the case referred to
by the honourable member for Ballarat East, but it
probably was a case of people who were well
capable of giving sworn evidence and who were
well represented but who chose not to do so as a
matter of tactics so as to give themselves a
procedural advantage.
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The Scrutiny of Acts and Regulations Committee has
examined this Bill. The committee accepted the
statement made by the Attorney-General-namely,
that the primary purpose of the legislation is to put
everyone on the same basis and to eliminate the
abuses of the legislation. During its investigations
the committee received evidence at a public hearing
that led many committee members to investigate the
matter further.
I ask the Attorney-General to investigate the
circumstances of people who are genuinely
unsophisticated and who are perhaps in some
danger of being browbeaten by barristers. Examples
were given to the committee of people who have a
very low intellect or a very low IQ who, on many
occasions, will not be capable of thinking about the
consequences of their answers: they may say yes
when they mean no. So, too, certain ethnic groups in
our community will experience difficulties because
of their cultures. Without being racist, I point out
that one example given to the committee was of the
Aboriginal community where a person is more
likely to answer yes than no to a question from
someone in authority. The committee is concerned
about the people who are unsophisticated and those
who are culturally more inclined to answer yes to an
authority.
I ask the Attorney-General to monitor the operation
of the legislation in the courts and if for instance it
appears that some injustices occur whereby judges
are not capable of ensuring a fair trial in every case,
because of the abolition specified in the Bill or that
certain groups are being disadvantaged as a result of
the legislation, to review the situation and take
action to ensure that justice is being done. The
purpose of the legislation is to ensure a fair go for
the whole community. The coalition parties are
anxious not to cause an injustice to anyone.
The motives behind the contributions by the
honourable members for Albert Park and Melbourne
are that justice should be done; and government
members have spoken in this debate on behalf of
justice. Working together as a community and a
Parliament I hope we can have a better system of
justice as a result of this legislation and an ongoing
monitoring of its operation by the Attorney-General
and her department.
Mrs WADE (Attorney-General) - I thank all
honourable members who have contributed to the
debate, particularly those with no legal background;
they added a lot to the matters under consideration.
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In opening the opposition's case the honourable

member for Melbourne said the opposition would
oppose the Bill but he added that it had given
considerable consideration to the decision behind
the Bill and had some concern about the issues
involved. He counselled me when he said he hoped
the government had given careful thought to the
legislation. The government had this legislation
under consideration when in opposition and made a
decision which it announced well before the last
Sta te election.
The government is not alone in its decision. A
number of honourable members on this side referred
to eminent persons who have supported the repeal
of the right to give unsworn evidence or make an
unsworn statement. We are not alone because a
number of other States and countries including the
United Kingdom and Canada have removed the
right to give unsworn evidence or an unsworn
statement. Canada gave away that right as long ago
as the 1890s when the right of an accused to give
sworn evidence was introduced there.
When searching through the United Kingdom
debates when the right to give sworn evidence was
introduced, I noted that the issue of abolishing
unsworn evidence was not mentioned. Perhaps it
was an oversight. That may have also been the
situation in Australia.
A number of opposition speakers suggested that the
whole basis for the Bill was a desire of the
government to obtain more convictions. As
honourable members on this side have said, we do
not want people to avoid convictions only because
their evidence has not been properly tested in court.
The desire for convictions is not the major reason for
the legislation. The Bill is part of the government's
desire to restore public confidence in the criminal
justice system.
As I have said, the contributions to the debate by
non-lawyers were particularly important. The
honourable members for Momington, BaHarat East
and Glen Waverley expressed the concerns of the
community about the present situation and the fact
that they do not feel a fair go is being given in our
courts when it comes to giving evidence. The
example given by the honourable member for
Ballarat East was most compelling. It is not an
isolated example. It is similar to a number of stories I
have heard, particularly from rape victims, about
their experiences in having to give evidence
repeatedly and being cross-examined for many days

SUDORDINATE LEGISLATION (AMENDMENT) DILL
1618

ASSEMBLY

on end only to hear the accused finally give
unsworn evidence.

Passed remaining stages.

SUBORDINATE LEGISLATION
(AMENDMENT) BILL

Whatever one may think about that, such legislation
has an impact on the confidence of members of .the
public, victims and their families and friends.
The honourable members for Melbourne and
Doncaster, and a number of other honourable
members, referred to the proposals put to the
Scrutiny of Acts and Regulations Committee by
representatives of the Court Network and the
Victorian Criminal Justice Coalition. The justice
coalition believes the right to give unsworn evidence
or make unsworn statements should remain for
those suffering from mental impairment as well as
those who are unrepresented through no fault of
their own. The Court Network felt the right should
remain for those who have a low IQ who are
disabled, impaired, or who are suffering from brain
damage.
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Second reading
Debate resumed from 18 March; motion of
Mr KENNE'IT (Premier).
Mr COLE (Melbourne) - The opposition does
not object to the Bill. The citation of Statutory Rule
No. 7(l)(c) is somewhat informal but I am not
worried about it.
Mrs WADE (Attorney-General) - I thank the
honourable member for Melbourne for his
contribution to the short debate on the Bill.

Motion agreed to.
Read second time.

I have sought advice on such concerns from officers
of my department. They have advised me that such
matters should be dealt with independent of the
right to give unsworn evidence. If people are so
incapacitated that they are not in a position to give
evidence - sworn or otherwise - the right to give
unsworn evidence is irrelevant. Those people whose
incapacities do not interfere with their right to give
unsworn evidence should be in the same pOSition as
those who choose to give evidence before a court.
Also, a judge has the power to determine how any
cross-examination occurs and to place any limits on
questions put to an accused.
So far as those who are unrepresented are
concerned, generally people are represented in court
proceedings and, notwithstanding the difficulties
associated with legal aid, that situation will continue
in Victoria. Nevertheless, the issues raised are
important. I am prepared to give an undertaking
that the new legislation will be carefully monitored
and, if there is need for change after the enactment
of the Bill, it will be examined by the government in
the appropriate way - whether by amending the
Evidence Act or doing something else to deal with
the people affected.

Passed remaining stages.

COMMERCIAL ARBITRATION
(AMENDMENT) BILL
Message from Council relating to amendments
considered.
Council's amendments:
1.

Clause 2, omit this clause.

2.

Clause 5, after line 16, insert "(1) In section 4(1) of the Principal Act, for the
definition of "the Court" substitute ,,,,the Court" means the Supreme Court or, if
the amount in dispute is within the
jurisdiction of the County Court, the County
Court."'.

3.

Clause 9, line 24, omit "omit" and insert "for".

4.

Clause 9, line 26, after "umpire" insert 'substitute "or
requiring a person so to attend"'.

5.

Insert the following New Clause to follow clause 1:
"AA.

I thank honourable members for taking part in the
debate.

Motion agreed to.
Read second time.

Commencement

(1) Section 1 and this section come into
operation on the day on which this Act
receives the Royal Assent.
(2) Subject to sub-section (3), the remaining
provisions of this Act come into operation
on a day or days to be proclaimed.
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(3) If a provision referred to in sub-section (2)
does not come into operation before 31
December 1993, it comes into operation on
that date.".
6.

Insert the following new clause to follow clause 22:
'BB. Amendment of Legal Profession Practice Act
1958
In section 104(6) of the Legal Profession

Practice Act 1958, for "the Supreme Court and
the Supreme Court" substitute "a court that
has jurisdiction in relation to the arbitration
and that court".'.
7.

Long title, after "1984" insert "and the Legal
Profession Practice Act 1958".

The SPEAKER - Order! The legislation is
required to be passed by an absolute majority
pursuant to section 85(5)(c) of the Constitution Act
1975.

Required number of members having assembled
in Chamber:
Motion agreed to by absolute majority.

VOCATIONAL EDUCATION AND
TRAINING (COLLEGE EMPLOYMENT)
BILL
Message from Council relating to amendments
considered.
Council's amendments:
1.

Clause 5, page 3, lines 11 to 13, omit proposed section
6A(2)(b) of the Principal Act.

2.

Clause 5, page 3, line 14, omit "(c)" and insert "(b)".

3.

Clause 5, page 3, line 17, omit "(d)" and insert "(c)".

4.

Clause 7, omit sub-clause (3).

5.

Clause 9, lines 6 and 7, omit "31 (except section 31(f)
and (g», 31(2) (to the extent that it relates to section
31(1)(f) and (g»".

Mrs WADE (Attorney-General) - I move:
That the amendments be agreed to.

There are several different grounds for the
amendments made by the Legislative Council. The
first major amendment is amendment No. 2, which
picks up a matter that was raised with the
government after the Bill was introduced; the case of
an arbitration that is referred back to the court for a
decision about costs. There was no ability to have
those costs determined on the County Court scale;
they would have been determined on the Supreme
Court scale. That was considered to be
unsatisfactory. The amendment allows the dispute
to be dealt with within the jurisdiction of the County
Court.
Amendment No. 5 addresses an issue that was
raised by the Scrutiny of Acts and Regulations
Committee about the commencement of the
legislation. It makes the position of commencement
clear to meet the concerns of the committee. I do not
believe other matters should be brought to the
attention of the House.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER - Order! I am of the
opinion that the amendments to the Bill are required
to be passed by an absolute majority. As there is not
an absolute majority of the members of the House
present, I ask the Clerk to ring the bells.
Bells rung.
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6.

Clause 10, lines 21 to 23, omit proposed section
34A(2) of the Principal Act.

7.

Clause 10, line 24, omit "(3)" and insert "(2)".

8.

Clause 10, line 27, omit "(4)" and insert "(3)".

9.

Clause 10, page 6, line 1, omit "(5)" and insert "(4)".

10. Clause 10, page 6, line 5, omit "(4)" and insert "(3)".
11. Clause 10, page 6, line 6, omit "(6)" and insert "(5)".
12. Clause 10, page 6, line 18, after "notification" insert
"and after considering the council's proposal".
13. Clause 10, page 6, line 26, before "Schedule" insert
"(1)".

14. Clause 10, page 6, line 29, after this line insert "(2) A council may determine terms and conditions
of employment of persons employed under
section 34A to the extent that those terms and
conditions are not determined or agreed in
accordance with Schedule 2.
(3) A provision determined under sub-section (2) is
of no effect to the extent that it provides a
term and condition of employment that is less
favourable to an employee than a term or
condition to which he or she was entitled
under section 19,20 or 21 of the Vocational
Education and Training (College
Employment) Act 1993....
15. Clause 19, omit sub-clause (3) and insert-
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-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------"(3) A person to whom sub-section (2) applies who,
on 1 July 1993, was absent on leave and who
does not return to duty to the TAFE college or
university where the person is taken to be
employed by sub-section (2) within 3 months
after that period of leave ends must be taken
to have resigned from employment with that
college or university on the date that period
ends unless the person is on further leave
granted by the council of that college or
university.
(4) A person who is taken to have resigned from his
or her employment under sub-section (3) may,
within 3 months after that deemed
resignation, apply in writing to the council of
the college or the university to be re-instated
in his or her employment. If the council directs
the person to be re-instated in his or her
employment, the person must be treated as
not having ceased to be employed."
16.

Clause 23, line 21, after this line insert "(3) The power to make an Order under sub-section
(1) is subject to the Order being disallowed by
Parliament.
(4) Sections 5, 6 and 6A of the Subordinate
Legislation Act 1962 apply to an Order under
sub-section (1) as if it were a statutory rule
within the meaning of that Act.
(5) A reference in section 5(1) of the Subordinate
Legislation Act 1962 to the publication of
notice of the making of a statutory rule must
be read for the purposes of this section as a
reference to the publication of the Order.".

17. Clause 24, line 24, omit "this Act" and insert
"sections 19,20,21 and 23".

Amendments agreed to on motion of
Mr HA YW ARD (Minister for Education),

BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE
Mrs WADE (Attorney-General) - I move:
That the consideration of remaining business be
postponed.

Mr ROPER (Coburg) - I move:
That all the words after "remaining" be omitted with
the view of inserting in place thereof the words "Orders
of the Day, Government Business and General
Business, Notices of Motion, Nos 1 to 43 inclusive be
postponed until later this day.".

I draw the attention of the House to the need for a
review of the way this House conducts its business.
What has occurred today, yesterday and last
Thursday and Friday are good examples why this
House should consider the motion of which I have
given notice, so its resolution can be dispatched to
the Standing Orders Committee for consideration.
Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer) - On a point of
order, Mr Deputy Speaker, the honourable member
for Coburg has embarked on a speech in support of
his amendment without it having been established
whether the motion is properly before the Chair.
Will you deal with this matter so that it is handled
properly?
The DEPUTY SPEAKER - Order! The Chair
does not uphold the point of order. I am prepared to
hear the honourable member for Coburg at this
stage.
Mr ROPER (Coburg) - I want the House to have
the opportunity of debating Notice of Motion No. 44
standing in my name so that the Standing Orders
Committee can review the way this place deals with
government and related business.
Today a Bill was guillotined and the House is now
being asked to finish its business at 6.30 p.m.
Yesterday the government guillotined debate on the
Parliamentary Appropriation Bills, and if the time of
the Parliament had been organised properly those
Bills could have been considered properly. The
government also guillotined the debate on the Board
of Studies Bill, on which many honourable members
of both sides of the House wanted to speak. In the
end many of them had to speak on clause 1 during
the Committee stage, which prevented adequate
consideration of other clauses.
Rather than postponing remaining business as the
Attorney-General has suggested and then
proceeding to the debate on the motion for the
adjournment of the sitting, the House should take
the opportunity of a comparatively early conclusion
of the day's business to deal with my motion, which
addresses the need for substantial changes in the
way this place is run.
The Standing Orders Committee has considered this
important matter, and if my amendment is agreed to
and Notice of Motion No. 44 is discussed, the
operations of this Parliament could be reconsidered
by the committee before the spring sessional period.
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Or COG HILL (Werribee) - The amendment
proposed by the honourable member for Coburg fits
neatly with the initiative proposed by the Premier a
few days ago. The Premier suggested that this
House should examine the way Federal Parliament
organises its business, which is much better than the
practice of the Victorian Parliament.
Although the Premier may have misunderstood
what happens in each House of the Federal
Parliament, he took an initiative that could
potentially benefit all members of this House. The
government should support the amendment moved
by the honourable member for Coburg.
The Standing Orders Committee of the 51st
Parliament had done a considerable amount of
preparatory work on this matter. In July last year it
issued an options paper which canvassed the
mechanisms used in a number of other jurisdictions
and suggested a particular model that could be used
in the Victorian Parliament. There is an opportunity
to build on the experience of the 51st Parliament and
for this House to join with other Parliaments in
Australia and around the world to program its
business in a more reasonable fashion to avoid the
absurdities of short debates with extraordinarily
long sittings. Last Thursday's sitting went all
through the night and finished on Friday morning.
The only way for this matter to be addressed
properly is through the Standing Orders Committee.
That is the mechanism through which the rules and
procedures are customarily dealt with in the
Parliaments from which we take our guidance,
including the House of Commons.
The government has the opportunity to support this
amendment and debate the motion standing in the
name of the honourable member for Coburg so this
House can function in a more sensible way. That
would be to the advantage of all honourable
members and would give them some certainty about
when particular debates would commence. If a Bill
is before this House that is crucially important to the
viability of a particular business, it is in the interests
of that business to hear the debate.
The SPEAKER - Order! The time has come to
interrupt the debate.
Sitting suspended 6.30 p.m. until 8.3 p.m.
Or COG HILL - The basis of the amendment
moved by the honourable member for Coburg was
considered by the Standing Orders Committee of the
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previous Parliament, of which you, Mr Speaker, and
I were members for some time. In mid-I992 that
committee published an options paper on the
orderly programming of business before the House,
which was circulated to Assembly members of the
51st Parliament. The opportunity was provided and
the Leaders of the House of the respective parties
were invited to meet with the committee to discuss
the proposals that were included in the options
paper. As you will recall, Mr Speaker, the options
included the systems operating in the House of
Representatives and the Senate of the Federal
Parliament, to which the Premier implicitly referred
in his comments on the Appropriation Bills, as
reported at page 142 of Daily Hansard of 29 April.
For whatever reason, the Liberal Party did not
respond to the invitation to meet with the Standing
Orders Committee to discuss the options, and it is
not for me to canvass the reasons why the Leader of
the House did not meet with the committee.
Parliament, as an institution, has already progressed
a long way in dealing with the programming of its
business so that it can be more orderly for the benefit
of members and the public and for effective decision
making.
By supporting the amendment the House has the
opportunity of showing bipartisan support for the
Premier's comments that the House should consider
procedures such as those used in the Federal
Parliament. It would similarly show respect for the
Chair because, as the House is well aware,
Mr Speaker has indicated a continuing commibnent
to reform of the procedures and proceedings of the
House, and it is entirely appropriate for the House
to confirm its respect for your office and your
chairmanship of the Standing Orders Committee,
Mr Speaker, by referring the matter to the committee
for consideration and report. I am sure the
committee could submit a report that would be
available for debate during the spring sessional
period.
The case for accepting the amendment is
overwhelming, and I urge the House to support it.
The SPEAKER - Order! The Attorney-General
has moved that further business be postponed, to
which the honourable member for Coburg has
moved an amendment that certain words be omitted
and that other words be substituted. The question is
that the words proposed to be omitted stand part of
the motion. Those wishing to support the
amendment should vote no.
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House divided on omission (Members in favour
vote No):

Ayes, 52
Ashley, Mr
Bildstien, Mr
Brown,Mr
Clark, Mr
Coleman,Mr
Cooper, Mr
Davis, Mr
Dean,Mr
Doyle,Mr
Elder, Mr
Elliott, Mrs
Finn, Mr
Gude,Mr
Hayward,Mr
Heffernan, Mr
Henderson, Mrs
Hyams, Mr
Jenkins, Mr
John, Mr
Kennett, Mr
Kilgour, Mr
Leigh, Mr
McArthur, Mr (Teller)
McGill,Mrs
McGrath, Mr J.F.
McGrath, Mr W.D.

McLellan,Mr
Madellan, Mr
Maughan,Mr
Napthine, Dr
Paterson, Mr
Perrin, Mr
Perton, Mr
Pescott, Mr
Peulich,Mrs
Phillips,Mr
Plowman, Mr A.F.
Reynolds, Mr
Rowe,Mr
Ryan,Mr
Smith, Mr E.R.
Smith, Mr I.W.
Spry, Mr (Teller)
Stockdale, Mr
Tanner, Mr
Tehan, Mrs
Traynor, Mr
Treasure, Mr
Turner,Mr
Wade,Mrs
Weideman, Mr
Wells,Mr

Noes, 25
Andrianopoulos, Mr
Baker, Mr
Batchelor, Mr
Coghill, Dr
Coie,Mr
Cunningham, Mr
Dollis,Mr
Garbutt, Mrs
Haermeyer, Mr (Teller)
Hamilton,Mr
Kennan, Mr
Leighton, Mr
Loney, Mr

Marple, Ms
Micallef,Mr
Mildenhall, Mr
Pandazopoulos, Mr
Roper, Mr
Sandon, Mr
Seitz, Mr
Sercombe, Mr
Sheehan,Mr
Thomson,Mr
Thwaites, Mr
Vaughan, Dr (Teller)

Amendment negatived.
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School principals
Mr KENNAN (Leader of the Opposition) - I
direct to the attention of the Minister for Education
what I describe as the super-authoritarian attitude
being visited on schools by the Minister including,
as was discussed at the principals conference at the
weekend, the Ministry's sending cars to collect
principals who have made comments critical of the
government and to bring them in to head office for a
dressing-down.
It is the sort of thing one would expect to have
happened in Czechoslovakia in the 1950s or the
196Os: it is like arresting dissidents during the school
day, sending a car out for them and taking them into
the Department of Education. It has happened to at
least five principals. The atmosphere of fear and
intolerance that is created by what is effectively an
absolutely authoritarian regime seeking to crack
down on dissidents is extraordinary in a SOCiety that
until 3 October 1992 had the hallmarks of a
democracy.

Another school has been asked to forward to the
Department of Education all newsletters the school
council has sent out since 3 October 1992 so that they
can be vetted. I have a newspaper report about what
is quite properly described as a gag on schools in the
style of an Eastern European 1960s crackdown by
thought police. The Department of Education has
ordered principals to play down problems in schools
when speaking with parents. Indeed, the spokesman
for the Minister seems to have admitted that this
program exists by saying that schools have been
reminded of their professional responsibilities. It is
being said that the professional responsibilities
referred to involve principals and teachers not
making any criticism of government policy,
including criticism of cuts in school funding.
This situation is completely unacceptable. There is
no doubt there is a real atmosphere of fear in
schools. When one visits schools one observes that
principals are frightened of speaking out.
The SPEAKER - Order! The honourable
member's time has expired.

Motion agreed to.

Public transport in Baimsdale region
ADJOURNMENT
Mr GUDE (Minister for Industry and
Employment) - I move:
That the House do now adjourn.

Mr TREASURE (Gippsland East) - I raise a
matter for the attention of the Minister for Public
Transport. In view of changes made in the
Bairnsdale-Traralgon rail service, will the Minister
make available details of who has won the tender to
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transport passengers by coach between Sale and
Baimsdale and Baimsdale and Traralgon? It is
important for the Baimsdale region that a local
company win the tender. Will the Minister therefore
advise whether a local company is likely to be the
successful tenderer? Has the Minister seen the press
release issued by the City of Bairnsdale advocating
harassment of the successful tenderer for the bus
service?

Kennington Primary School
Mr SANDON (Carrum) - I direct to the
attention of the Minister for Education an important
issue concerning the education of deaf children. I am
disappointed the Minister is not present. The current
staffing situation - -

Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER - Order! Will the honourable
member please resume his seat? Stop the clock. The
level of interjection and conversation is far too high.
I ask honourable members to be seated and to
remain silent.
Mr SANDON - I direct the attention of the
Minister for Education to the staffing situation at
Kennington Primary School, which has a facility for
the Bendigo Hearing Impaired Unit. The
Kennington Primary School facility has eight deaf
students enrolled in five different years, ranging
from preparatory school to years 5 to 6. Each of
these grades requires a full-time support service of
signing interpreters.
The facility is currently staffed by 2.3 teachers of the
deaf, a signing interpreter who is employed for 16
hours a week and an integration aide who is
employed for 20 hours a week for one student with
severe disabilities in addition to hearing loss. The
total time the students are in class with no
interpreters is 43.5 hours a week. Not surprisingly,
the lack of interpreters has had an impact on the
quality of education programs, particularly at the
preparatory level, where the length of time students
can attend school has been compromised.
The Kennington Primary School facility is the only
facility of its kind outside the metropolitan area. It
draws students from a large catchment area.
Families have moved to Bendigo or travel long
distances to enable their children to attend the
school. It is absolutely imperative that at least
another full-time teacher for the deaf be appointed
and that there be an increase in interpreter time
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equivalent to a full-time interpreter position so that
the students can enjoy what is the normal situation
for many - that is, having someone there when
they get to school to teach them and to interact with
them to ensure that they are given what is their
right, a decent education.

Burglar alarms
Mr TANNER (Caulfield) - I ask the Minister for
Natural Resources to direct to the attention of the
Minister for Conservation and Environment in the
other place a matter of great concern to many people
in the metropolitan area - electronic burglar
alarms. As honourable members will be aware,
many electronic alarms have been installed in
houses across Melbourne. They have been installed
because of the threat of break-ins. One feature of life
in Melbourne today is the fear that after we leave
our homes they will be broken into and robbed. My
concern about these electronic alarms is that because
they are sometimes of very poor quality they are
likely to go off at any time, causing great annoyance
to many people in the vicinity.
That is prevalent in my electorate of Caul field,
particularly in the summer months when people
leave their windows open in the evenings. Whether
it is because of atmospheric conditions or poor
quality, the alarms annoy many people in the
neighbourhood. I understand that formerly a
regulation could be enforced by the Environment
Protection Authority.
If the alarms emitted their sound for more than
10 minutes, the police were empowered to close
them off. I can understand the natural reticence of
police to break into people's homes and turn off the
alarms. Obviously because of this reticence the
previous government allowed the regulation to
lapse.
I ask the government to consider the situation. U
such a regulation cannot be reintroduced requiring
alarms to be turned off after 10 minutes, perhaps
some controls at the point of sale or some
requirement that alarms reach a certain standard can
be implemented so that they are unlikely to be faulty
and will turn off after 10 minutes.
The matter would have to be considered at a
national level to prevent alarms being brought in
from other States sold here. I ask the Minister for
Natural Resources to take up the matter with his
colleague to determine whether some action can be
taken to prevent that nuisance.

ADJOURNMENT
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Education cuts
Mrs GARBUTf (Bundoora) - I make the
observation that although the first member to speak
on the adjournment debate raised a matter with the
Minister for Education some 10 to 15 minutes ago,
the Minister has still not come into the House. He is
obviously hiding and is not prepared to come out
and respond.
I direct to the attention of the Minister for Education
a school in my electorate, which I will not name in
view of the comments made by the Leader of the
Opposition. I have a letter from a teacher at the
school detailing the destruction of the excellent State
education system that existed before this
government started cutting teacher numbers.
Staff numbers at the school in question have been
reduced from 54.8 to SO.6. Although that does not
seem like a large cut, it has resulted in a Significant
reduction in the programs provided, which I will
detail.
The school no longer has a student welfare
coordinator. Periods for the teaching of English as a
second language and career studies have been cut
from 22 to 11, a cut of SO per cent. Two year 11
subjects have been dropped - and they were not
additional or optional extras. Year 11 music and
German classes are now held concurrently, so
obviously students cannot study both.
Practical classes sizes have increased to 20, and the
allowance for staff with positions of responsibility
has been cut. The teacher goes on to comment about
the effects on morale and says the impact of last
year's cuts is incalculable. The knowledge that more
is to follow is having a serious effect on the
profession. The teacher says it is extremely difficult
to maintain professionalism when the employer
shows such total disregard for employees. The
teacher believes the unwillingness of the
government to consult teacher unions and school
communities can be interpreted only as contempt for
teachers, parents and students in the State school
system.
If the government believes that is the way to provide

leadership and get the best from teachers and
students it is sadly mistaken. The current
government cuts, which have not been outlined in
any detail, will only add to the decline of what was
an excellent State education system.
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Tungamah Primary School
Mr JASPER (Murray Valley) - I direct the
attention of the Minister for Finance to
representations I have received from the chairman of
the Tungamah Primary School council about
retaining the house adjoining the school, which is
currently occupied by the school principal.
Honourable members will be aware that during the
late 1970s and early 1980s there was a major change
in the emphasis of the provision of housing in
country areas for specific government employees. In
the late 1970s and 1980s only a small amount of rent
was paid and the houses were not maintained to a
high standard. With a change of policy, the rent was
raised to a more reasonable level and the houses
were better maintained.
In the mid-1980sthe previous government decided

to sell a large number of the houses believing they
were excess to requirements. Consequently many
government employees in country areas have been
renting or buying their own homes and there is no
longer the same requirement for government houses
to be provided.
I put it to the Minister that houses need to be
retained in specific instances, particularly in smaller
country areas where the houses are utilised by
people such as the principal of the Tungamah
Primary School. He plays an important and valuable
role in the community as well as being an excellent
principal of that school.
I seek an assurance from the Minister that in the
review currently being undertaken he will take
account of where houses can be retained and where
assistance can be given to provide accommodation.
In many instances houses in some of the bigger
centres may not be required. There should be a
balance. I suggest that the Minister consider the
representations I have made about the school house
at Tungamah, particularly the concerns expressed by
the school council and its chairman.

Tubbut Primary School
Mr HAMILTON (Morwell) - I direct to the
attention of the Minister for Education the Tubbut
Primary School, which is located on the
Bonang-Gelantipy Road in the high country in East
Gippsland. The school council president described
the school as having the most difficult access in
Victoria.
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The school council raises three matters for the
attention of the Minister. Over the years it has had
trouble attracting teachers. Currently two teachers
have applied for positions at the school on the
understanding that they would share the house
owned by the Government Employee Housing
Authority. Because there is no alternative housing in
that part of the world it is critical that that house is
rented to them. The school council is concerned
about the rumours it has heard; rumours are always
dangerous, especially those that turn out to be true.
The school has 22 enrolments - the number may
reach 25 next year - so it is entitled to two teachers.
It has had problems attracting teachers and is
concerned that its entitlement may be reduced.
Special attention has been paid to remote schools
but, because of the difficulty of access to the school
area and because of the cuts to funding for
replacement teachers, the school is concerned that in
the event of one or both teachers being absent it will
have even more difficulty in obtaining replacements.
The president of the school council says:

1625

zoning of the property. The shire advised him that
the property was zoned as public open space - a
shock to everyone involved!
Problems have been caused by that zoning because
the purchasers are now unwilling to continue with
the purchase. The vendors have been advised by the
Department of Conservation and Natural Resources
that it has no interest in the property and had never
intended to buy it. Regardless of the implications of
any sale, the property should be rezoned because a
serious planning mistake has been made. Someone
has inadvertently rezoned the property or has
incorrectly adv~d the owners about the zoning.
A number of innocent parties are involved. Property
sales hang on the successful transfer of this property;
the purchasers are selling another property and the
vendors are buying another property. I ask the
Minister to investigate the problem so that the
property sales I have detailed are not hampered by a
local government oversight.

Primary school for Mill Park North
Our community strongly supports our school and
would like to take this opportunity to extend an
invitation to you -

the school invites the Minister or any other
memberto visit us at your earliest convenience to discuss these
matters further.

Rural zoning
Mr McARTHUR (Monbulk) - I direct to the
attention of the Minister for Planning a sad tale that
concerns a family who live in Monbulk and who
have suffered from a comedy of errors. In deference
to the incompetence of some, I will not use names.
On 27 March 1992 the family wrote to the shire
asking for clarification about the zoning of the
property. On 28 April 1992 they received a response
from the shire that said the property was zoned
rural (landscape living 2). As a result of that advice,
later that year the property was advertised for sale.
The section 32 statement accompanying the sale
documentation disclosed that the property was
zoned rural (landscape living 2). A sale was
successfully negotiated and settlement is due on
7 May, 1993.

After successful negotiations, the purchasers of the
property sought advice from the shire about the

Mr ANDRIANOPOULOS (Mill Park) - The
matter I direct to the attention of the Minister for
Education, which is causing residents of Mill Park
much concern, is the need for a new primary school
in Mill Park North to overcome crowding at Mill
Park Heights Primary School.
Honourable members will be aware that basic
education is a fundamental government service,
particularly for kids in the outer suburban areas of
Melbourne that are expanding quickly, thereby
leading to massive overcrowding in schools unless
appropriate planning is implemented. I have
complained about that previously. The former
government planned to build a primary school in
the Mill Park area, for which it budgeted last
September.
A Government Member - Where was the
money for it?
Mr ANDRIANOPOULOS - The money was
there. The money must be allocated because every
kid must have a basic education, and that will not
happen if children find themselves in a school with
more than 1100 students.
Mr Micallef - How many?
Mr ANDRIANOPOULOS - The projected
figure for the Mill Park Heights Primary School is
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1141 students. The school took 251 students in 1992;
in 1993 that figure jumped to 390 students. The
projected growth rate at the school is 150 students a
year, and one need only apply year 2 arithmetic to
work out that in five years that school will have
more than 1000 students - unless this dithering
Minister starts listening.

Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER - Order! The honourable
member for Mill Park is as entitled as anyone else to
put a point of view to this House, and I intend to see
that he has that opportunity. The honourable
member for Mill Park, without interruption.
Mr ANDRIANOPOULOS - Thank you for that
protection, Mr Speaker. It is the responsibility of the
Minister to make decisions and to listen to
appropriate advice from his officials so that the
intolerable situation that is likely to occur in the near
future in Mill Park will be avoided. He can do that
simply by giving a commitment to the people who
build homes in the area and who are trying to make
a go of it in the outer suburbs that they will not be
deprived by the government of the most
fundamental of rights - to send their children to
primary school.
The SPEAKER - Order! The honourable
member's time has expired.

Public safety
Mr E. R. SMITH (Glen Waverley) - In the
absence of the Minister for Police and Emergency
Services I direct a matter to the attention of the
Leader of the House. In the past week many people
have contacted me about the unfair treatment meted
out to the Attorney-General, especially on television
programs earlier this week. I shall quote one letter I
received today from Mrs Valerie Roberts of
47 Chapman Boulevard, Glen Waverley. She says:
I just watched Channel 9 news. I am appalled, and I
grieve, that no thought for the victims of crime was
expressed by any of the persons who spoke against the
proposed legislation, and I give as an example the
representative of the Council for Civil Liberties.
Please convey to our Attorney-General that she has the
support of many, many women. I have spoken to
friends over the past few weeks - -
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The SPEAKER - Order! Will the honourable
member explain how that relates to government
administration?
Mr E. R. SMITH - As I continue with the letter,
Mr Speaker, you will understand that the people
who are writing to me want not only to congratulate
the Attorney-General but to urge her not in any way
to be distracted from the legislation that she is
introducing. The letter continues:
Jan Wade has my entire support.

I have also received representations tonight from a
Neighbourhood Watch meeting held last night by
areas G47 and G48, which was attended by 15 to 20
people. They unanimously supported the
Attorney-General's move towards increased
sentences, although one person expressed concern at
possible indefinite sentences. A letter is being sent to
the Attorney-General or the Premier expressing
people's support for action to help the victims of
crime rather than the criminals.
I hope the Leader of the House will encourage the
Attorney-General to retain the momentum of her
reforms and not be sidetracked, because she
represents the victims of crime and all people
concerned with public safety.

Taylors Lakes Secondary College
Mr SEITZ (Keilor) - I direct to the attention of
the Minister for Education the problem of the
Taylors Lakes Secondary School developing a
curriculum because stage 3 of that school has not
been constructed. It is a new school, and with an
increasing student population stage 3 must go
ahead. If it does not, it will create problems in the
school community. Stage 3 was to include a bus
parking zone for the safety of the children and the
local community.
The parents want to know if they should enrol their
children at a school that has not been completed
because at present it is unable to provide the full
curriculum for their children. Will the Minister
advise me, the school community or the City of
Keilor if and when stage 3 will be commenced?

Responses
Mr HA YWARD (Minister for Education) - I am
delighted that the opposition is taking such an
interest in education.
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Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER - Order! In awarding the
accolade to the Minister for Education I did not give
him licence to upset the House.
Mr HAYWARD - I have never heard such
rubbish.
Mr Baker interjected.
The SPEAKER - Order! Does the honourable
member for Sunshine want to take on the Chair?
Mr Baker - No.
Mr HA YWARD - Principals have a right and a
responsibility to speak out on educational matters in
their communities. They are in a privileged position
and have great influence over the young people in
their schools, but when they start to become
involved in political comment they are entering
troubled waters. Principals have no right to engage
in political controversy.
What the Leader of the Opposition said about the
principals conference at the weekend was absolute
rubbish! I have spoken with the Victorian Principals
Federation and have reached an agreement on this
matter. Principals are not censored when they speak
on educational matters, but they should not exploit
their position for political purposes. Only a small
number of principals actually cross that line.
The honourable member for Carrum referred to the
services for hearing-impaired students at Bendigo.
This government has a proud record of providing
assistance for disabled students and it has increased
funding for them. It has employed another
100 integration aides and has considerably increased
support services for students with disabilities,
including those with hearing problems. This
government has given higher priority and more
support to disabled students than the previous
Labor government did.
The honourable member for Bundoora referred to
staffing levels in a school in her area but failed to
name the school. If she is really interested in helping,
she should name the school. Perhaps she does not
know, or perhaps she has made up the story.

Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER - Order! The House will adjourn
shortly and I cannot let it degenerate in this fashion.
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I ask all honourable members to cooperate with the
Chair.
Mr HAYWARD - How can the honourable
member for Bundoora possibly represent her
electorate if she refuses to name the school?
The student-teacher ratio in Victorian schools is very
generous, particularly when compared with the
ratios in other States. If the school the honourable
member for Bundoora mentioned is having
difficulty managing its curriculum, the government
is happy to help, but only if she names the school.
There is no need to cut programs in the way she has
described. The school must be experiencing certain
problems and the government is more than happy to
help that school, if indeed such a school exists. The
government cannot accept anything she says unless
she is prepared to name the school. This is a strange
opposition indeed. The honourable member for
Bundoora has chosen a strange way to represent her
electorate.
The honourable member for Morwell, for whom I
have great personal respect - he should not be
compared with some other members who do not
have any interest in representing their electorates directed to my attention questions concerning a
remote school, as he described it, in his electorate. I
shall be happy to look at the matters that he raised
because I am sure he raised them with a genuine
concern and was not trying to score political points
or abuse the debate on the motion for the
adjournment of the sitting. The adjournment debate
should be used to raise matters of interest to one's
community. How can that occur when some
honourable members talk about phantom schools
and phantom teachers? I shall take up the matters
concerning accommodation and staffing
arrangements.
The honourable member for Mill Park had the
audacity to raise the question of a new primary
school in his electorate. It is not only Mill Park that is
suffering from the lack of a primary school; many
areas of Victoria do not have primary schools
because the Labor Party when in government did
not make proper proviSion for the financing of
schools throughout Victoria. What's more, it made
countless commitments exceeding $40 million for
which it made no financial provision.
The honourable member talks about a new primary
school in Mill Park. The government led the local
community to believe it would soon have a new
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primary school, but did it provide a dollar towards
the planning of that school? Not one!

Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER - Order! The Minister, without
assistance!
Mr HAYWARD - Suburb after suburb does not
have a primary school or, indeed, a secondary
school. Hundreds of schools throughout Victoria are
in an unsatisfactory condition because when in
government the mob on the other side of the
Chamber made no provision for schools. A recent
survey indicates that to bring Victorian schools to
the required standard would require $600 million.
Honourable Members - How much?
Mr HAYWARD - Approximately $600 million,
because for year after year the former government
made no provision for either maintenance or new
schools.
The honourable member for Keilor referred to the
completion of Taylors Lakes Secondary College. My
department has had discussions with the principal
of that college - again no proper provision was
made by the Labor government for its completion. It
is disgraceful that the former government left that
school half completed. Although the principal has
said that when stage 3 is completed it will have
excess accommodation, the government will
complete the college. The matter is under constant
review. As soon as the department has sufficient
money it will complete the project. The only reason
it has not been completed is that the mob on the
other side of the Chamber sabotaged the education
budget by making commitments when it did not
have any money. The opposition is a disgrace
because it has done enormous damage to education
programs in Victoria.
Mr BROWN (Minister for Public Transport) - I
respond to a serious matter raised by my colleague
the honourable member for Gippsland East. He
raised with me the outcome of the tender process which has now closed - for transport changes in
the area he represents. The process includes the rest
of the State of Victoria, because on 6 January the
government announced a tender process for nine
country rail lines, the outcome of which was made
known last Friday. For the honourable member's
area it means that trains will continue to run to Sale
but will be replaced with modem luxury road
coaches beyond Sale.
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The Labor Party is distraught about the outcome of
the rationalisation of the entire public transport
system over the past six months because it is being
done by agreement with the unions. Rather than
nine country rail services being completely replaced,
by agreement with the unions, four will be retained
and operated by V/Line at international best
practice. That means the number of staff required to
run the service will drop dramatically.
Two firms will soon undertake the operation of two
rail services in Victoria. They will be the first
privately operated rail passenger services in this
nation in living memory. That leaves three others.
The changes that were announced last Friday were
the outcome of every matter being considered,
including a deputation I received from councillors in
the area concerned. The tender process, the
agreements with the unions and everything that was
possible to achieve were discussed. Most of the
services will be retained and will be operated by
V /Line on the same routes. I have no doubt that
with the changes I have announced the standard of
service will be good.
That being said, I can understand that an individual
or an organisation may wish to take a rational and, it
is always to be hoped, a lawful stand. However, the
City of Bairnsdale is advocating something that is
certainly not rational and is effectively inciting its
community to border on being unlawful. A press
release has been issued by - I assume it is a Mr A. R. Moore, the Chief Executive Officer of the City
of Baimsdale. It states in part:
The council has called a public protest rally -

that rally is for tomorrow, 6 MayIt is anticipated that concerned residents of East
Gippsland will consider taking more forceful measures
to back up their case for retention of rail services,
induding-

the House should take note because this is from
supposedly representative councillors harassment of the coach operator to be awarded the
tender for services between Bairnsdale and Sale.

Honourable Members - Shame!
Mr BROWN - Colleagues from all sides of the
House are interjecting. It is a shame. For any council
to put that forward as a possible outcome of a public
meeting is an outrage. That is a direct quote:
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... harassment of the coach operator to be awarded the
tender for services between Baimsdale and Sale.

The bottom line of the tender process is that the
government expects a local operator will take over
the service.
An Honourable Member - It is incitement to
riot.
Mr BROWN - I would not classify it as inciting
a riot, but it is inciting civil disobedience. I question
whether it borders on being unlawful and whether
the council is prepared to suffer the consequences of
the actions it is inciting its community to take. In
fact, after more than 20 years in public life I do not
recall a rural council advocating anything that even
bordered on this sort of totally unreasonable and
unacceptable behaviour.
I know that at least two of the City of Bairnsdale
councillors are reasonable people. I call on all
councillors of the City of Bairnsdale to dissociate
themselves from this outrageous statement that
binds the entire council. The statement is a press
release from the council, so all councillors are tarred
with the same brush of inciting civil disobedience.
The City of Bairnsdale councillors are supposed to
be community leaders; they are supposed to set a
good example and to set community standards, yet
the action of the council in issuing this statement has
the opposite effect.
The City of Bairnsdale was given a good hearing.
The vast majority of the points it raised were
considered on merit and deliberated upon as part of
the final decision-making process. That also applies
to representations from the other eight areas of rural
and regional Victoria.
Only 2 per cent of residents in the Bairnsdale
community use the existing rail service. In other
words, 98 per cent of the people in that community
do not use the service regularly. To date my office
has received a number of telephone calls and two
letters supporting the changes. Those telephone calls
and letters of support came from people who have
been paying through the nose for years because of
government mismanagement and its propping up of
inefficient services.
The changes the government aIU\ounced last week
will save the Bairnsdale community $3 million a
year. Its rail service is currently losing $5.6 million a
year - the people in that area and the taxpayers of
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Victoria are footing the Bill for a decade of Labor
mismanagement. The changes that were aIU\ounced
will reduce that loss to $2.6 million a year, a not
insignificant reduction, but still a large amount of
money. The changes to the nine rail services that
were aIU\ounced last Friday will collectively save the
taxpayers of Victoria $30 million a year.
The City of Bairnsdale seems to think all it needs to
do is call a protest meeting to have the aIU\ounced
changes overturned - that is what the Labor Party
is putting around in rural Victoria. The councillors
of the City of Bairnsdale should not be sucked in by
the Labor Party.
I make it crystal clear that there will be no change
from last Friday's aIU\ouncement by the
government: four lines will remain V/Line
operations; two lines will be operated by private
enterprise; and on three rail services trains will be
replaced by modem, luxury road coaches. I speak
from personal knowledge when I say that those
coaches will provide an excellent service to the
communities involved.
When I met with representatives of the City of
Bairnsdale I undertook to consult with them. I also
made an offer to representatives of the other affected
areas that the government is prepared to talk to
them about timetables for the introduction of the
changes. As a result of the changes I aIU\ounced last
Friday, more services will be provided to the area.
That being said, I am prepared to allow
representatives to talk to the Public Transport
Corporation to consider what the government thinks
are the best timetables for their areas and to have
direct input to them. I also said representatives
could have input on the location of stops in their
local communities and councils could suggest where
bus stops would be best located to serve
communities.
I assure the community that local members - each
and every one of them - worked hard and forcibly
presented community views to government. Those
views were taken into account, as they were in the
other areas concerned. I well recall the number of
times my door was opened to the honourable
member for Mildura and others. The honourable
member for Mildura forcibly made the point that he,
along with members representing the Gippsland
area, wanted to know what the changes might be.
These changes were aIU\ounced last Friday.
When I met with council representatives, I asked
how many of them had come by train. My
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recollection is that none of the representatives in that
deputation, which came to save the trains, travelled
by train.
Honourable Members - How many?
Mr BROWN - Not one, from memory. There
were many people in that deputation but none of
them came by train. I have met a large number of
deputations, so if I am wrong in saying that not one
of the representatives travelled by train and it turns
out that one travelled by train, I shall certainly
retract that statement. When I put it to them that
surely if they were coming to save their trains it
would be prudent to travel on them, they all had
excuses. Some said they were going to other places
afterwards. That is one of the problems in rural
Victoria. People do not use the services, yet they say
the services should be retained.
In conclusion, I reiterate that the government will

not tolerate the successful contractor - to use the
words of the council - being harassed. The
government will stand by the contractor to ensure
that he can proceed with his proper, lawful and
rightful business of servicing the community and
supplying that service to the government under
contract -not just for the immediate future but for
years to come.
My home town has been serviced by road coaches
for 16 years. They provide an excellent service. We
have had a 100 per cent increase in patronage, and I
live in the biggest town in South Gippsland. Not
only will Baimsdale not die; Baimsdale will go from
strength to strength. The community has been well
served by its local members and has generally been
well served by its council until now.
The SPEAKER - Order! I call the honourable
member for Yan Yean to order.
Mr BROWN - The councillors concerned should
consider what I put to them today. Again I make it
clear that they should dissociate themselves from the
statement of their chief executive officer.
Mr COLEMAN (Minister for Natural
Resources) - The honourable member for Caul field
raised something with which we have all had
experience: faulty electronic burglar alarms that ring
incessantly without there seeming to be any process
for their being attended to by the police or anyone
else. The point made by the honourable member
was that the previous government allowed the
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regulation governing burglar alarms to lapse. There
is now no regulatory control mechanism in place.
The other point made by the honourable member for
Caulfield was that a point of sale control should be
negotiated at the Federal level so that Australian
manufacturing conditions are uniform and, more
importantly, so that a mechanism is put in place for
the automatic release of the alarms after a period of
operation.
As the Minister for Conservation and Environment
is respons~ble for the Environment Protection
Authority, I will direct the matter to him and have
him correspond directly with the honourable
member for Caulfield.
Mr I. W. SMITH (Minister for Finance) - The
honourable member for Murray Valley is concerned
about the Government Employee Housing
Authority and the review the government has
commenced. He asked me to put some balance into
the decision-making process. Quite
uncharacteristically the honourable member is
seeking to have the balance tipped in favour of the
retention of the house at the Tungamah Primary
School.
The honourable member can be advised that the
review process follows on a process started by the
previous government, under which it announced
that this financial year it would sell 700 of the 2800
houses for the apprOximate price of $20 million. It
forgot that most of those properties do not have
titles, have not been surveyed and are not
marketable. Characteristically that did not seem to
worry the opposition.
Honourable members might be interested to know
that when it was in government the opposition did
not know how many houses it had. It was not until
the coalition government began this review that it
discovered that there were 200 more houses than the
previous government thought there were. The
houses are being examined with a view to making
sure that taxpayers have the most cost-effective
houses possible in remote locations where private
enterprise cannot provide accommodation for
essential services personnel.
Honourable members might be interested to know
that that review will lead to a downsizing from the
2800 houses now owned by the Government
Employee Housing Authority to somewhere in the
vicinity of 300 or 400, which will be a core of houses
to cater for remote locations.

ADJOURNMENT
Wednesday, 5 May 1993

ASSEMBLY

In view of the representations made by the
honourable member for Murray Valley and his
earnest request for the balance to be tipped in favour
of Tungamah Primary School, I shall make sure that
that matter receives appropriate consideration.

Mr GUDE (Minister for Industry and
Employment) - The honourable member for
Monbulk, in his usual caring way, raised zoning
arrangements. When one listens to the remarks he
made - and I will not repeat them - one realises
that this case obviously involves the most bizarre
circumstances one could contemplate.
I will most certainly refer the matter to the Minister
for Planning, who I am sure will take steps to
ameliorate the problem being confronted by the
honourable member's constituents.
The honourable member for Glen Waverley raised
for the attention of the Minister for Police and
Emergency Services a matter of public safety that I
would have thought was of major concern to the
community. On a Channel 9 program recently an
attack was made on the Attorney-General as a
consequence of her commibnent to victims of crime,
which is a sad indicbnent of the people who cast
that aspersion. For the first time we have an
Attorney-General who has a real commitment to
ensuring that victims of crime receive a greater level
of consideration in the sentencing process. The
punishment should fit the crime, and the time to be
done should be the time that is served!
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I assure the honourable member that the
Attorney-General does not need encouragement. But
I shall offer that to her, if it is necessary, to ensure
that women in the community are considered by the
government in the sentencing process. It is
interesting that one honourable member has already
received a letter of support from a lady who is
obviously being affected by the changes that are
being made by the Attorney-General.
The strong support from Neighbourhood Watch
disbicts G47 and G48 ought send a clear message to
every honourable member that the community of
Victoria is sick and tired of being plundered and
pillaged by criminals - who seek to take advantage
of women in particular - who are then put through
a revolving-door process established by the former
government. The game is up for criminals so far as
the Kennett government and the Attorney-General
are concerned. We believe the punishment should fit
the crime and sentences should be fully served.
Motion agreed to.
House adjourned 9.17 p.m.
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The SPEAKER (Hon. J. E. Delzoppo) took the chair
at 12.5 p.m. and read the prayer.

ABSENCE OF MINISTER FOR ENERGY
AND MINERALS
The SPEAKER - Order! I advise the House that
the Minister for Energy and Minerals will be absent
from the House today due to government business
in Canberra. The Leader of the House will manage
matters relating to the energy and minerals portfolio.

GOVERNOR'S SPEECH
Address-in-Reply
The SPEAKER - Order! I have the honour to
report that, as directed by the House, earlier this
day, accompanied by honourable members, I waited
upon His Excellency the Governor and presented to
him the Address of the Legislative Assembly, agreed
to on 8 April last, in reply to His Excellency's speech
on the opening of Parliament. His Excellency was
pleased to make the following reply:
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Your petitioners therefore request that the House take
action to ensure that the Institute of Educational
Administration continues to provide high quality
residential training programs and other activities to
improve the administrative ability of persons in
positions of leadership in the field of education,
persons aspiring to such positions and other persons
interested in educational administration, as required by
the Institute of Educational Administration Act 1980.
And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

By Mr Loney (48 signatures)

Coode Island chemical storage facility
To the Honourable the Speaker and members of the
Legislative Assembly in Parliament assembled:
The humble petition of the undersigned citizens of the
State of Victoria sheweth that the proposed transfer of
the Coode Island chemical storage facility to Point
Wilson, in the Shire of Corio, is not in the public
interest and is strongly opposed by the inhabitants of
the surrounding areas.
Your petitioners therefore pray that the relevant
authorities reject the proposed transfer.
And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

Mr SPEAKER AND HONOURABLE MEMBERS OF
THE LEGISLATNE ASSEMBLY:

By Mr Loney (133 signatures)

In the name and on behalf of Her Majesty the Queen I
thank you for your expressions of loyalty to Our Most
Gracious Sovereign contained in the Address you have
just presented to me.

Laid on table.

I fully rely on your wisdom in deliberating upon the
important measures to be brought under your
consideration, and I earnestly hope that the results of
your labours will be conducive to the advancement and
prosperity of this State.

Mrs TEHAN (Minister for Health) presented report
of Health Computing Services Victoria Ud for year
1991-92.

PETITIONS
The Clerk - I have received the following
petitions for presentation to Parliament:

Institute of Educational Administration

HEALTH COMPUTING SERVICES
VICTORIA LTD

Laid on table.

PAPERS
Laid on table by Clerk:
Council of Adult Education - Report for the year 1992.
Health Department - Report for the year 1991-92.

To the Honourable the Speaker and members of the
Legislative Assembly in Parliament assembled:
Receive the humble petition of the undersigned citizens
of Victoria which relates to the Institute of Educational
Administration.

APPROPRIATION MESSAGES
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Statutory Rules under the following Acts:
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of Works Act
1958 - SR No. 65
Estate Agents Act 1980 -SR No. 64

APPROPRIATION MESSAGES
Messages read recommending appropriations for:
Business Franchise (Petroleum Products)
(Amendment) Bill
Racing (Amendment) Bill

ADJOURNMENT
Mr GUDE (Minister for Industry and
Employment) - I move:
lbat the House, at its rising, adjourn until tomorrow, at
10a.m.

Motion agreed to.

ETHNIC AFFAIRS COMMISSION BILL
Mr GUDE (Minister for Industry and
Employment) - I declare that this Bill is an urgent
Bill, and I move:
lbat this Bill be considered an urgent Bill.

Required number of members rose indicating
approval of motion being pUL
House divided on motion:

Ayes, 54
Aahley,Mr
Bildstien, Mr
Brown,Mr
ClarJt.Mr
Coieman,Mr
Cooper,Mr
Davis,Mr
Dean,Mr
Doyle,Mr
EUiott,Mn
Finn,Mr
Gude,Mr
Hayward,Mr
Heffeman, Mr
Hendenon, Mn
Honeywood, Mr
Hyams,Mr
Jasper,Mr

McGrath, Mr W.D.
McLellan, Mr
Maclellan, Mr
MeNamara, Mr
Maughan,Mr
Napthine, Or
Pateraon, Mr
Perrin,Mr
Pescott,Mr
Peulich, Mrs
PhiUips,Mr
Plowman, Mr A.F.
Reynolds, Mr
Ryan,Mr
Smith, Mr E.R.
Smith, Mr I.W.
Spry,Mr
Steggall,Mr

Jenkins, Mr
John, Mr
Kennett,Mr
Kilgour,Mr
Leigh,Mr
Lupton, Mr
McArthur, Mr
McGill,Mrs
McGrath, Mr J.P.

Tanner,Mr
Tehan, Mrs
Thompson, Mr
Trayoor, Mr (Ttlltr)
Treasure, Mr
Turner, Mr (Ttller)
Wade,Mrs
Weideman, Mr
Wells, Mr

Noes, 23
Andrianopoul08, Mr
Batchelor, Mr
Coghill,Or
Cole,Mr
Cunningham, Mr
Dollis,Mr
Garbutt, Mrs
Haenneyer, Mr
Hamilton,Mr
Kennan,Mr
Kirner,Ms
Leighton, Mr

Loney,Mr
Marple, Ms (Ttller)
MicalIef,Mr
Mildenhall, Mr
Pandazopoul08, Mr
Roper, Mr
Seitz,Mr
Sercombe, Mr
Thomson,Mr
Thwaites, Mr (Ttller)
Vaughan, Or

Motion agreed to.
Mr GUDE (Minister for Industry and
Employment) - I move:
lbat the time allotted for the remaining stages of the
Bill be until 4.30 p.m. this day.

Mr ANDRIANOPOULOS (Mill Park) - On the
question of time, Mr Speaker, the motion is an insult
to the ethnic communities of Victoria. This Bill is
likely to be the only one to be introduced by the
Premier, in his portfolio as the Minister for Ethnic
Affairs, for quite some time - if not for the entire
term of this Parliament. Justice will not be done if
the government allows only 3 hours for the House to
debate this important Bill.
The opposition has no fewer than 11 honourable
members who wish to contribute to the debate; all
represent electorates with large numbers of migrants
or people from non-English speaking backgrounds.
Their constituents expect them to defend their rights
against the excesses of the government, as contained
in the Bill. A deprivation of the right of honourable
members to contribute to the debate is a deprivation
of the fundamental democracy on which Parliament
is built.
Honourable members opposite should defend this
Bill today but, because of the motion to restrict time,
I can only conclude that the Bill is indefensible and
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that the government does not wish it to be subjected
to Parliamentary scrutiny. For that reason, I move:
That the expression 1/4.30 p.m." be omitted with the
view of inserting in place thereof the expression
"6p.m.".

The amendment is not unreasonable. If accepted it
will give at least three more opposition speakers the
opportunity to put the views of ethnic communities.
The government has mismanaged the business of
the House. Over the past few weeks it has
repeatedly moved the guillotine motion and
restricted debate. The opposition is not responsible
for that. The government is at fault and should have
planned its business better. The Ethnic Affairs
Commission Bill is an important Bill and more time
should be allowed to debate it. The government
should show some commonsense and accept the
extra hour and a half for debate.
Mr KENNETf (Minister for Ethnic Affairs) - We
have listened with great interest to the honourable
member for Mill Park making his maiden speech on
the question of time. It is hypocritical of him to claim
that the government has moved the guillotine
because it has lost control of the work of this place.
Clearly over the past few weeks the Labor Party has
filibustered and has denied not only members of the
opposition but members of the government the
opportunity to speak on a range of issues. There are
only two weeks of this sessional period left, and
debate on certain legislation must be completed. If
the honourable member for Mill Park had done his
homework with the ethnic communities properly, he
would understand that this is a simple Bill. One does
not have to be a Rhodes scholar to understand its
ramifications. It is not legislation that allows a
general omnibus debate on ethnic affairs per se; it
allows honourable members to address only the
fundamental provisions of the Bill. The debate is not
a talkfest. The opposition would better serve the
community it claims to represent in a vigorous
debate than waste the opportunity for debate by
talking about time. It is a simple Bill and even slow
learners in the socialist left should have no trouble
coming to grips with it.
The government will not agree to the honourable
member's amendment; it is unnecessary. This is
another example of the opposition daily proving
itself to be increasingly irrelevant and unable to
address the issues. The opposition has not learnt that
the best contribution to a Bill is not necessarily the
longest. The amendment should be rejected
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immediately to enable opposition members to make
valid contributions to improving the administration
of ethnic affairs in Victoria.
Mr DOLLIS (Richmond) - On the question of
time, Mc Speaker, the opposition agrees with the
Premier that this is a simple Bill and when debate
takes place the opposition will discuss its simplicity.
The request for an extra hour and a half to debate
the Bill is based on the wish of honourable members
to contribute to the debate.
I remind the Premier of what he is reported at page
1101 of Hansard as having said on 14 October 1982
when speaking on behalf of the opposition on the
question of time:
It is probably the only proposed legislation that will
come before this House which will directly involve the
ethnic community and, therefore, it is extremely
important for members of the ethnic community and
welfare.

His point was that the 1982 Ethnic Affairs
Commission Bill was paramount legislation to guide
the ethnic community. The same applies to this Bill.
To deny opposition members the opportunity to
contribute to the debate and represent their
constituents is not only an arrogant approach to
government business but a way of saying to the
ethnic communities and people throughout Victoria
that their elected representatives are not allowed to
represent them.
I remind the Premier that the government should
have managed the business of the House better last
Tuesday and Wednesday. At 6 p.m. yesterday the
House ran out of business; the Premier and the
Leader of the House basically packed up. As a result
of the mismanagement of this place the opposition is
not allowed to discuss the Bill for a further hour and
a half. The Premier should rearrange the business of
the day to allow appropriate debate to take place on
this Bill, and the Leader of the House should
rearrange his appointments. Last Tuesday and
Wednesday were wasted.

Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER - Order! The Chair will not
tolerate such a barrage of interjections.
Mr HONEYWOOD (Warrandyte) -On the
question of time, Mr Speaker, when the Barley
Marketing Bill was being debated 12 opposition
members spoke for 30 minutes each and today the
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opposition has 11 members who want to contribute
to this Bill. During debate on the Barley Marketing
Bill the honourable member for Altona spoke for
half an hour about her father being a horse trainer.
That had nothing to do with the Barley Marketing
Bill. Now the opposition is outraged that it does not
have sufficient time to debate the Ethnic Affairs
Commission Bill.
As the Premier pointed out, it is the opposition that
has wasted the time of the House and prevented the
maximum number of speakers contributing to
debate on particular Bills. If the opposition cared
about the ethnic communities it would have given
priority to debating this legislation rather than
filibustering on the Barley Marketing Bill. City
members had no interest in barley, wheat or rye but
spoke for half an hour on the Bill.
The SPEAKER - Order! The honourable
member on the question of time.
Mr HONEYWOOD - The opposition is
deliberately wasting time on important legislation.
The ethnic communities should be aware that the
opposition is at fault, not the government. The
opposition has had ample time to consult with the
lobby groups. The former Leader of the OppOSition,
the honourable member for Williamstown, months
ago leaked a supposed Cabinet submission on this
Bill and opposition members have known about it
for some time. The honourable member for
Richmond agrees that it is a simple Bill; all it does is
introduce a system of administration the previous
government wanted to introduce three years ago.
The SPEAKER - Order! The honourable
member cannot canvass the content of the Bill.
Mr HONEYWOOD - It is a simple Bill and does
not require lengthy debate. The government has
allowed for 3 hours of debate, which is more than
adequate. It is amazing that the opposition is
complaining that it has only 11 speakers on this Bill
compared with 12 on the Barley Marketing Bill and
claims it is outrageous that there is not enough time,
despite the fact that exhaustive consultation has
taken place on this Bill.
Mr COOPER (Mornington) - In the past six
months I have sat through innumerable debates on
the question of time led by the honourable member
for Coburg. On this occasion, however, the debate
on the question of time is being led by the fledgling
shadow Minister for Ethnic Affairs. The opposition
was hypocritical last week when it occupied the time
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of this House for hours and called for divisions on
Bills that it supported. The speech notes prepared
for opposition members by people outside
Parliament were passed from one member to
another. Each opposition member made virtually the
same speech word for word in an attempt to delay
the operations of Parliament. Now the opposition is
bleating again, but the government is sick and tired
of its delaying tactics. The government will ensure
that it gets its legislative program through despite
the disruptive tactics of the opposition.
If opposition members believe they have been hard
done by, they should look into the nearest mirror to
see who is guilty. Since last October the opposition
has set out to disrupt the legislative program of the
government. The government and the people of
Victoria have had enough of the opposition. The
government was elected to put through a legislative
program, and it will put it through.

If the opposition shows some commonsense the
government may not have to force the issue as it is
doing now. The opposition has forced the
government into this position, and the government
has responded to the challenge. One thing the
opposition can be sure of is that the government will
win.

Mr PERTON (Doncaster) - The community
expects Parliament to be relevant, to think clearly
and to sit sensible hours. In opposing the motion the
honourable members for Mill Park and Richmond
are showing how irrelevant and out of touch they
are with community demands and expectations.
This is a simple Bill. It will set up a new structure for
ethnic affairs in Victoria, which means the
government will be able to deliver better services
and represent ethnic communities properly.
Mr Dollis - On the question of time.
Mr PERTON - The honourable member for
Richmond interjects and continues to waste the time
of the government, Parliament and ethnic
communities. The honourable member for Mill Park
should have worked out that he could have easily
used the time allotted by the Leader of the House to
debate the Bill to properly represent the interests of
the community he claims to represent. Instead, like
his colleague the honourable member for Richmond,
who continues to interject, he has chosen to waste
the time of the House by launching into a ridiculous
debate on whether the opposition needs more than
3 hours to debate this Bill. The community expects
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opposition members to debate any Bill concisely and
properly, but it appears that all opposition members
want to do is waste time.
Last week Parliament sat for ridiculous hours.
Almost 26 hours in one sitting is absurd; it is
damaging to the health of honourable members and
staff and it damages the reputation of this House.
What did opposition members do last week? They
wasted time on the Barley Marketing Bill, the Casino
Control (Amendment) Bill and the Gaming Machine
Control (Amendment) Bill. The average contribution
to a debate in this House should not take half an
hour. If an honourable member puts his arguments
concisely and properly, he should be able to do it in
10 or 15 minutes. To allot 3 hours for debate on a
simple restructuring Bill is sound and proper
thinking.
At the last election the people of Victoria rejected the
Labor Party. The agenda of the government involves
change for the benefit of the community and the
implementation of policies on which it won the
election. The opposition seems to have taken into its
head the idea that it needs to filibuster on every
matter. Opposition members cannot make concise
and relevant contributions to debate. Their
opposition to the time limits for this debate shows
their lack of relevance, and it will help extend the
time they are in opposition.
Mr LEIGH (Mordialloc) - What has been
happening in this House in the past few weeks and
since the State election is an absolute outrage. When
the coalition parties were in opposition they allowed
almost 75 per cent of legislation to pass without
dispute. The coalition worked with the former
government in the interests of Victoria.
Since the State election the opposition has been bitter
because the people rejected it. As a result the
honourable member for Coburg has proudly said,
even as late as this morning in the Herald Sun, that
the opposition is playing some wonderful sort of
game with the House. The government has been
forced into declaring urgent a number of Bills
because the opposition does not want to work with
the government. That is unfortunate because the
opposition represents approximately 34 per cent of
the people of this State and it has a role to play. The
opposition should work with the government in the
interests of the community. The government would
then not need to move motions like this to declare
Bills urgent.
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I do not like the House sitting for 26 hours, and I am
sure no other honourable member does. I am also
sure that people in the community think politicians
are insane when that happens. Last week the
opposition broke the time arrangements that had
been set between the opposition and the
government; it deliberately set out to disrupt the
business of this House. It is not capable of keeping
its word. The government does not like moving
motions like this, and the Leader of the House is
upset that he must take this action because it is not
in the interests of the Parliament to guillotine debate
on Bill after Bill. It does not allow both sides of the
House to make Significant contributions because
changes to legislation require a free flow of
information from one side of the Chamber to the
other -a shadow Minister may raise a point that
would improve a Bill. That has happened in
previous Parliaments and will happen during the
life of this Parliament.
The government is being forced to guillotine debate
on a comparatively simple Bill because the
opposition does not want to participate in proper
debate. My wife is sick of my spending 26 hours on
end in this place!

Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER - Order! The honourable
member for Mordialloc, without assistance.
Mr LEIGH - These problems do not assist either
side of the Chamber. The government has been
lenient with the opposition but, even though the
Leader of the Government acts in good faith, the
honourable member for Coburg is not willing to
keep commitments.
The opposition wants to play games and does not
want to cooperate with the government in running
Victoria. The honourable member for Momington
said prior to the election that the Australian Labor
Party was guilty, and it is still guilty, because it does
not want to be part of rebuilding Victoria.
Mr PERRIN (Bulleen) - I refer to some issues
that have not previously been raised. During the life
of this Parliament the opposition has called many
points of order on the question of time rather than
debating legislation. The government is acting
responsibly, but the opposition is irresponsible and
is acting in a disgraceful manner. I have been a
member of this place for a long time but I have never
before seen an opposition use the delaying tactics
that have been used in the past few weeks.
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Yesterday the House debated all the Bills listed on
the Notice Paper. That is the first time that has
happened in the eight years I have been a member of
this place, yet the honourable member for Richmond
has the audacity to say the Ethnic Affairs
Commission Bill should have been debated last
night. The honourable member for Richmond does
not understand Standing Orders. That was a
ridiculous suggestion.
Or Coghill interjected.
The SPEAKER - Order! I have the unusual task
of cautioning the honourable member for Werribee.
Mr PERRIN - The opposition does not
understand Standing Orders. The Bill could not have
been debated last night because it was not listed on
the Notice Paper for debate. If the government had
tried to bring forward debate on the Bill, opposition
members would have said the government was not
allowing sufficient time to consider it.
The guillotine motion has been moved because
today and tomorrow the House has to debate and
finalise the 14 Bills listed on the Notice Paper. The
opposition has shown that it will filibuster for as
long as it can. It has as much time as it needs to
debate a simple Bill.
The honourable member for Mill Park believes if the
deba te is extended for an hour and a half all will be
well. That is nonsense. The opposition will not
ensure that each of its speakers on the Bill speaks for
a short period. I am sure each member of the
opposition who speaks on the Bill will speak for as
long as possible. The honourable member for Mill
Park will make a long speech, which will preclude
many honourable members on his side of the
Chamber from participating in the debate.
I should have liked to participate in the debate on
this measure, but I will put aside my rights to speak
because of the pressure of time. Opposition
members will filibuster and make repetitive
speeches because they are not really interested in the
legislation. There is no reason why debate cannot be
finalised during the period suggested in the motion
moved by the Leader of the House.
Mr E. R. SMITH (Glen Waverley) -If the
opposition were serious about allotting sufficient
time for each member to speak on the Bill, it would
have arranged for its Leader to ask the Leader of the
House to consider allocating reasonable and equal
time for the debate. The opposition has 27 members,
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so each could speak for 4 minutes on this Bill.
During this session the House has heard from three
members of the opposition who never uttered a
word during the last two Parliaments. They made no
contribution to debate in this Chamber then, yet they
are grabbing time to make speeches of little
substance now.
If honourable members were serious about reform
they would request their respective Leaders to
examine the allocation of time for speeches. In most
Houses of Parliament, including the Legislative
Council, members are not allocated a specific time
for debate and they normally do not speak for
inordinately long periods. A member whom I
believe to be the best speaker in this place told me
that it takes him 10 minutes to speak about the
substance of any Bill and he then says the same
things twice more in a slightly different form to
complete his half hour allocation. The House of
Commons has 652 members and its members may
speak on specific Bills for an allotted time. If a
member goes beyond that period the Speaker puts
his or her name in a black book and that member is
not called again for some months, so honourable
members soon realise that they should not be
repetitive.

The SPEAKER - Order! The Chair finds the
honourable member's speech fascinating, but I ask
him to come back to the question of time allotted for
debate on the Bill.
Mr E. R. SMITH - Every time the Chamber
debates the issue of time the same arguments are put
by the leader of business for the opposition. It is a
simple Bill that should be finalised in a short time.
The opposition should allocate 4 minutes to each of
its members.
On the question of time, the Leader of the House
will seriously consider any proposal by the
opposition about the proper allocation of time for
debate on Bills. If opposition members were to
suggest that all 27 of them should each have
6 minutes to speak, the government would match
that; but it is humbug for them to come in here and
continually claim they are not getting a fair go. Their
speeches on time have no substance. As the
honourable member for Caulfield said, their
speeches on time are nothing but tedious repetition
that drive everybody up the wall. It is about time
opposition members woke up to themselves.
Mr BILDSTIEN (Mildura) - After listening
intently to the contributions of honourable members
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on the question of time I feel compelled to make a
few comments in support of the motion moved by
the Leader of the House and against the amendment
moved by the honourable member for Mill Park.

developing a case about why the proceedings of the
House are going the way they are, and I do not
uphold the point of order. The honourable member
for Mildura, on the question of time.

Mr Speaker, I ask you to consider a number of
points - firstly, the time that has been wasted by
opposition members on Bills considered by the
House in recent weeks. Those opposition members
who are shedding crocodile tears about the time
allocated for debate on this Bill have been the worst
offenders. Only a week ago the honourable member
for Richmond filibustered and wasted time in an
appalling way.

Mr BILDSTIEN - Thank you, Mr Speaker. On
the question of time, the honourable member for
Preston's actions are an example of why we oppose
the motion moved by the honourable member for
Mill Park. All members of the opposition did during
an 8-hour debate on the question of the time
allocated to a previous Bill was to repeat two or
three lines. The honourable member for Preston sent
a small prepared speech to the honourable member
for Coburg, who raced around whistling up
members to come in to the House, read from the
prepared speech and ensure that the debate went on
hour after hour so that the House could not proceed
with its legislative program.

Mr Dollis - On which Bill?
Mr BILDSTIEN - The honourable member
knows precisely which Bill. Another example is the
Barley Marketing Bill, a simple Bill that one would
have expected to proceed through this place in an
hour or two. Instead, one opposition member after
another commented in an inane way on a subject
about which they had no knowledge. Perhaps the
honourable member for Morwell was the only
speaker-Mr LEIGHTON (Preston) - Mr Speaker, on the
point of relevancy, the honourable member for
Mildura has not yet addressed the question of the
time allotted for debate on the Bill. I ask you to
direct him to either address the matter or sit down.
Mr BILDSTIEN (Mildura) - On the point of
order, Mr Speaker, it is because of the honourable
member for Preston that so much time has been
wasted.
The SPEAKER - Order! The honourable
member should address the point of order!
Mr BILDSTIEN - He is responsible for much of
the time wasting in the House during the past few
weeks. The honourable member for Preston wasted
about 8 hours by discussing the time allocated for
debate on the shop trading Bill. He sat there like a
Cheshire cat with a big smirk on his face every time
he was able to get another opposition member on his
or her feet to waste more time. He thought it was a
big joke that this place was sitting hour after hour,
and it was appalling - The SPEAKER - Order! The honourable
member will resume his seat. A point of order has
been raised about the relevance of the honourable
member for Mildura's speech. At this stage he is

It was only six months ago that the Labor
government was thrown out of office by the people
of Victoria, who overwhelmingly rejected its
policies. That outcome is evident in this House: 27
opposition members to 61 government members.
The government has a mandate to proceed with the
legislative reforms that were put to the people of
Victoria prior to the election on 3 October, and that
is what we are doing.
Mr Dollis interjected.
The SPEAKER - Order! I caution the
honourable member for Richmond. He may not
continually interject across the table. I ask him to
restrain his impetuosity and to cease the histrionics.
Mr BILDSTIEN - The Bill introduced by the
Premier in his capacity as the Minister for Ethnic
Affairs is simple. It has been canvassed widely in the
ethnic community. The honourable member for Mill
Park can sit there with a shock-horror look on his
face, but he knows that the government consults
with those affected by proposed legislation. When
Bills were introduced by the previous government it
was left to the then opposition to circulate them to
the community. If that had not been done, no-one in
the community would have known what was being
proposed in this place because the previous
government did not consult.
The Bill has been widely canvassed among those it
affects. Indeed, the commission appointed by the
former government has gone extensively through
the Bill. When considering the question of time,
Mr Speaker, you should be aware that the ethnic
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communities know about the provisions of the Bill.
The honourable members for Mill Park and
Richmond are doing nothing but filibustering and
delaying the progress of the House in dealing with
the Bills listed on the Notice Paper.
like the honourable member for Mordialloc I do not
enjoy sitting in this place for 26 hours at a time. That
affects our ~ealth and, in keeping us away from our
wives and families, puts pressure on us all. We have
been forced to sit long hours because otherwise we
would be accused by the opposition of ramming
Bills through this place. We would prefer to deal
with our legislative program in an orderly and
rational manner and with all honourable members
having the opportunity of joining in the debate.
Ms Kimer interjected.
Mr BILDSTIEN - The honourable member for
Williamstown interjects that I should speak on the
question of time. She was out on the front steps
yesterday, and the crowd was chanting, ''We want
Joan! We want Joan!".
The SPEAKER - Order! The honourable
member is out of order.
Mr BILDSTIEN - They did not want her six
months ago!
The SPEAKER - Order! If the honourable
member defies the Chair by continuing in that vein,
I will name him. The honourable member, on the
question of time.
Mr BILDSTIEN - One has only to recall what
happened yesterday, when a number of citizens
were out on the front steps of this place protesting
about the government's actions. Yet yesterday the
opposition introduced a motion to discuss who
should be appointed to the Prime Minister's
Republic Advisory Committee. The opposition is
clearly irrelevant and out of touch with the issues
affecting the State. It is out to do one thing, which is
to prevent the duly-elected government proceeding
with the legislative reforms it put to the people on
3 October. The honourable members for Mill Park
and Richmond and their opposition colleagues have
done nothing but waste time. The motion proposed
by the Leader of the House is most reasonable. Even
now we have .two and a half hours within which to
debate the second-reading and other stages of the
Bill.
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This is a simple Bill that has been well canvassed
among members of the ethnic community. I sent to
the Sunraysia Ethnic Communities Council, which is
in my electorate, a copy of the Bill and sought its
comments. The council was obviously most pleased
with it because I received no feedback. I am happy
to support the motion moved by the Leader of the
House.
House divided on omission (Members in favour
vote No):

Ayes, 55
Ashley, Mr (Teller)
Bildstien, Mr
Brown,Mr
Clark, Mr
Coleman, Mr
Cooper, Mr
Oavis, Mr
Dean, Mr (Teller)
Doyle,Mr
Elder, Mr
Elliott, Mrs
Finn,Mr
Gude,Mr
Hayward, Mr
Henderson, Mrs
Honeywood, Mr
Hyams,Mr
Jasper, Mr
Jenkins, Mr
John, Mr
Kilgour,Mr
Leigh, Mr
Lupton, Mr
McArthur, Mr
McGilI,Mrs
McGrath, Mr J.F.
McGrath, Mr W.O.
McLellan,Mr

Maclellan, Mr
McNamara, Mr
Maughan,Mr
Napthine, Or
Paterson, Mr
Perrin, Mr
Perton, Mr
Pescott, Mr
Peulich, Mrs
Phillips, Mr
Plowman, Mr A.F.
Reynolds, Mr
Richardson, Mr
Ryan, Mr
Smith, Mr E.R.
Smith, Mr LW.
Spry,Mr
Steggall, Mr
Tanner, Mr
Tehan, Mrs
Thompson, Mr
Traynor,Mr
Treasure, Mr
Turner,Mr
Wade,Mrs
Weideman, Mr
Wells,Mr

Noes, 25
Andrianopoulos, Mr
Baker,Mr
Batchelor, Mr
Coghill,Or
Cunningham, Mr (Teller)
Dollis,Mr
Garbutt, Mrs
Haenneyer, Mr
Hamilton,Mr
Kennan,Mr
Kirner,Ms
Leighton, Mr
Loney,Mr

Marple,Ms
Micallef, Mr
Mildenhall, Mr (Teller)
Pandazopoulos, Mr
Roper, Mr
Sandon, Mr
Seitz,Mr
Sercombe, Mr
Sheehan, Mr
Thomson,Mr
Thwaites, Mr
Vaughan, Or
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Amendment negatived.
Motion agreed to.
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I place on record the government's appreciation of
the work done by the commission and its staff,
which is drawn from both the Victorian public
sector and the Commonwealth Public Service.

Sitting suspended 1.9 p.m. until 2.4 p.m.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE
AUSTRALIAN INDUSTRIAL
RELATIONS COMMISSION
Mr KENNAN (Leader of the Opposition) - I
refer the Minister for Industry and Employment to
correspondence between the Australian Industrial
Relations Commission and the government last
week concerning the Minister's comments about the
political composition of the commission. I also refer
to the Minister a further explanation given on his
behalf to the commission this morning, and I ask:
does the Minister stand by his comments of last
week regarding political appointments to the
Australian Industrial Relations Commission?
Mr GUDE (Minister for Industry and
Employment) - The answer is that I stand by the
remarks I made and I stand by the correspondence I
forwarded to the Australian Industrial Relations
Commission.

VICTORIAN COMMISSION OF AUDIT
REPORT
Mr JENKINS (Ballarat West) - Will the Premier
inform the House of the specific measures the
government will take in response to the release
today of the report of the Victorian Commission of
Audit?
Mr KENNETI (Premier) - I trust that later
today I shall be able to table the report in this House
so that all honourable members in this place and,
ultimately, honourable members in the other place
will have access to the document.
Last Thursday the commissioners delivered a copy
of their report to me and to the Treasurer, and we
spent last weekend reading the two volumes.
An honourable member interjected.
Mr KENNETI - We spent the weekend reading
the two volumes. The first volume deals with
financial matters. The second volume carefully and
closely examines the way the government is run.

The commission's findings obviously bear out the
need for a continuing program in Victoria to ensure
that the financial base of the State is brought under
control as quickly as possible. The commission has
also made a range of recommendations, particularly
in respect of education and transport, that indicate
that the government could go further than it
announced it would go in the programs it outlined
in October 1992 and April of this year.
Following an examination of those
recommendations, and bearing in mind what the
government has already done, I inform the House
that everything the government has done has been
directed to addressing the legacy it inherited from
the previous government and to putting together a
sustainable mix of economic measures through the
raiSing of taxes and charges on individuals and
families while at the same time both exempting
business from those measures, to increase
employment, and driving down government
expenditure. It has not been easy. N<H>ne argues
that it has been. The government has been doing the
right thing in the long-term interests of Victoria.
It is important, Mr Speaker, for me to put on record
that much of what the government has achieved to
date has been achieved with the cooperation of the
vast majority of Victorians, including a vast majority
of Victorian public sector employees. Those
employees have responded magnificently to change
and to the need for change. The government does
not, therefore, intend that there should be another
round of major cost cutting or tax increases.

The next Significant issue we must address, as
honourable members know and as is reflected in the
Victorian Commission of Audit report, is the
question of public sector superannuation, which has
unfunded liabilities of $19 billion.
Mr Baker - It is $17.7 billion in the report.
Mr KENNEIT - It was $17.7 billion to
30 June 1992. Unfortunately, the only thing that is
not standing still is time. That figure has grown, as
the shadow Treasurer himself may be prepared to
admit. It is important that all members of
Parliament, people employed in the service of the
government and as many members of the public as
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possible understand what is contained in the
findings of the Victorian Commission of Audit.
Prior to the October 1992 election I indicated that the
government would set up an audit to act and report
independently and that by 30 June of this year the
findings of that audit would be circulated to every
household in Victoria. That will be completed by
30 June.
I have no doubt Victoria is now well on the way to
recovery. There is a great deal of anecdotal evidence
about a restoration of economic activity and
confidence and pride in the State. As part of that
there is a need to inform the community that the
steps the government took in October last year and
April this year will not be repeated in accordance
with the more stringent findings of the Victorian
Commission of Audit. There will not be another
round of cost cutting in that sense. The government
will continue to drive forward, putting in place
those changes already outlined, but there will not be
another round of tax increases for the community of
Victoria.
Mr Thomson - Are you going overseas again?
Mr KENNETI - The honourable member for
Pascoe Vale asks whether we are going overseas and
tells us to tell the community about that. What has
happened to the economy of Victoria over the past
eight or nine years is the result of the sheer
managerial incompetence, lack of political will and
courage, lack of commitment and lack of ability on
the part of the former government to sell Victoria
around the world. Yesterday the Deputy Premier,
the honourable member for Warrandyte and I
travelled to Sydney to start trying to rebuild the
bridges.
An honourable member interjected.
Mr KENNETI -It was not in the afternoon.
Opposition members have to think about that. What
a bright mob!
We went to Sydney to start repairing the damage
caused by eight years of neglect. Eight years ago
Victoria attracted 51 per cent of Japanese tourists;
today it attracts 16 per cent. In eight years the Labor
Party totally negated and ignored the strengths of
Victoria.
Yes, the government will market and sell this State. I
assure the opposition that now that the first phase is
almost complete, with the superannuation
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announcement to be made at some stage in the
noHoo-distant future, the government can proudly
start to market Victoria and its assets to secure
existing jobs and create new jobs. The honourable
member for Hawthorn and I will visit China and
Vietnam in two weeks time. I will quite
unashamedly travel to market and sell this State. I
will seek out those areas where there is the
opportunity to attract investment and thereby create
employment in Victoria.

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr KENNETT - The interjections from
opposition members are a clear indication of their
lack of appreciation of the need to market and sell
Victoria. The government will no longer stand still
because of the policies and activities of those
opposite. If they do not want to travel, so be it.
Parliament, through the Commonwealth
Parliamentary Association, has awarded the
opposition two trips overseas. If opposition
members do not want to take them, I will happily
save the money. If opposition members do not want
to travel, the government will use that money and
they can sit where they deserve to sit - with their
heads on their knees in disgrace because of what
they have done over the past 10 years.

PUBLIC SECTOR SUPERANNUATION
Mr SANDON (Carrum) - I refer the Minister for
Education to his comments in the House on Tuesday
when he denied that school councils had been told
they must meet increased employer contributions to
superannuation and pay 105 per cent of pension
payments for non-teaching staff. In light of those
comments can he explain why Greensborough
Secondary College has been sent an account for
$2597 for pension payments on behalf of a canteen
worker employed at the school from 1977 to 1989?
Mr HAYWARD (Minister for Education) - I
make it very clear that neither I nor, so far as I know,
any member of my department - and I have
checked it carefully - has told schools what the
honourable member has alleged we have told
schools. I also make it quite dear that it is not my
intention that schools will pay the retrospective
aspect of superannuation. I will try to put this
extremely complex matter into perspective - there
is a great file on the matter. It refers to a
superannuation group - An honourable member interjected.
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Mr HAYWARD - That is not so. Without the
assistance of the opposition, I make it quite
clear-An honourable member interjected.
The SPEAKER - Order! It is impossible to
conduct question time with a barrage of questions
across the table. I ask the three members of the
opposition sitting at the table to remain silent - and
that goes for the rest of the House!
An honourable member interjected.
The SPEAKER - Order! Is someone defying the
Chair? If I knew who it was, I would name him.
Mr HA YWARD - It is not my intention nor that
of the government that schools be required to pay
the retrospective aspect of superannuation to which
the honourable member refers arising out of the
difficulties of the superannuation group known as
the State Employees Retirement Benefits Board, or
SERBB.
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others are yet to undergo further testing. The other
41 who showed some reaction will be X-rayed.
Most important is the incidence of the disease across
Victoria. The number of cases has fallen
dramatically. In 1980, 408 cases of tuberculosis were
reported. In 1992 that number had fallen to 266. Like
many diseases, tuberculosis affects high-risk groups.
The homeless can be said to be a high-risk group,
but screen testing in 1992 showed only 4 cases in the
high-risk group compared with 22 in 1980.
So I am pleased to be able to advise the House that
across Victoria the number of cases of tuberculosis
has fallen dramatically. Two cases have been
identified recently, but the protocols established by
the National Health and Medical Research Council
were quickly put in place by the Department of
Health and Community Services, and there is no
reason for any public concern. There is, of course,
reason for ongoing vigilance, and Parliament and
Victoria are fortunate that the public health sector of
the health department is capable of responding so
quickly. I reiterate that while we must remain
Vigilant, there is no need for undue public concern.

TUBERCULOSIS
PUBLIC SECTOR SUPERANNUATION
Mrs HENDERSON (Geelong) - Will the
Minister for Health inform the House of the steps
are being taken to ensure that the rate of
tuberculosis infection is not on the increase in
Victoria?
Mrs TEHAN (Minister for Health) - The
honourable member's question is pertinent. I will
tell the House what preventive health measures
have been taken to counter the incidence of
tuberculosis in Victoria. Some concerns would have
been raised in the community in recent times with
the announcement that two cases of tuberculosis
have been found in Melbourne at a Telecom
Australia plant. Among the 114 employees at the
Telecom plant there have been two confirmed cases
of TB, but the Department of Health and
Community Services has acted promptly to ensure
that they are isolated, and there is no indication of
an outbreak.
Twelve people in close contact with one of the
infected women have been tested. Three showed
positive results to the first skin test but none of them
has TB. The second woman was found to be infected
in April. The whole factory was then tested. Some 50
showed positive reactions, and of the 9 who showed
a strong positive reaction 7 do not have TB and 2

Mr BAKER (Sunshine) - Does the Minister for
Finance accept the findings of the Victorian
Commission of Audit concerning the unfunded
liabilities of public sector superannuation schemes
and the further analysis that suggests that unfunded
liabilities will peak in 2013 and not 2023 as claimed
in his options paper? Is that news to the Minister; if
not, how long has he been aware of it?
Mr I. W. SMITH (Minister for Finance) - As the
Premier said in an earlier answer, the figures in the
report of the Victorian Audit Commission are taken
up to the end of last financial year.
Mr Baker - The year 2013!
Mr I. W. SMITH - The figures for unfunded
liabilities were accurate for the end of last financial
year. The fact that everyone has worked for another
year means that an additional amount of unfunded
liabilities of $1.125 billion has accrued.
The government has always said that public sector
unfunded superannuation liabilities will be around
$19 billion as at the end of this financial year. If the
honourable member likes to do his additions and
take into account the other public sector schemes,
such as the local government scheme and the City of
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Melbourne scheme, he will find that public sector
unfunded superannuation liabilities will exceed
$19 billion as at 30 June this year. That figure is
consistent with the figure reported by the audit
commission.
Different factors are used for calculating the
projections, depending entirely upon what
percentage rises are allowed for inflation, wage
increases, interest and other earnings by the various
funds and what discount rates are to be used. The
honourable member for Sunshine, with all his
experience and intelligence, will be well aware that
one can come up with a range of projections. The
audit commission's report encompasses a range of
projections and nothing the government has said
conflicts with the contents of the audit report or of
the reports of the various public sector
superannuation schemes.
The end result is to clearly demonstrate, even to the
honourable member for Sunshine, the magnitude of
the problem. The Labor Party in government failed
to address the problem, even though many attempts
were made to do so. The Rowe committee report
made a series of recommendations all of which were
neglected by the opposition when it was in
government. The former Treasurer, the now retired
Mr Jolly, put before the Labor government
recommendations that it totally ignored and
rejected. The former Labor government went on to
plunder 50 per cent of members' contributions to
pay for the fact that it was not itself prepared to face
the emerging costs. As a result the liability has been
increased by $1.5 billion.

Honourable members interjected.
Mr I. W. SMITH - As the opposition well
knows, superannuation costs represented 3.6 per
cent of the Budget in 1982; they now take up
virtually 9 per cent of Budget outlays. If nothing is
done to arrest the growth in costs, by the end of the
decade at least 12 per cent of Budget revenue will be
required to meet emerging costs. That is a shocking
indictment of the administration of the past 10 years.
The Labor Party in government failed to address this
problem, so this government must address it,
otherwise we will have rapidly escalating taxation
or a rapid reduction in services or both. It is
unsustainable to have superannuation liabilities
escalating at a rate greater than the rate of inflation.
There is nothing inconsistent in what the
government has been saying and what appears in
the audit commission report. The report reinforces
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the problems this government has been pointing out
to the community that were brought about by the
failures of the previous government.

KINDERGARTEN EMPLOYMENT
CONTRACTS
Mr TRAYNOR (Ballarat East) - Will the
Minister for Community Services inform the House
of the greater flexibility available for kindergartens
under the Employee Relations Act?
Mr JOHN (Minister for Community Services) - I
thank the honourable member for Ballarat East for
his question and pay tribute to his great
commitment to the kindergarten system in this State.
This government values the contributions made by
the kindergarten teachers and parents who run the
committees of management of Victoria's
kindergarten system. All honourable members
would agree that Victoria has the best kindergarten
system in Australia.
I reiterate the firm government policy of
guaranteeing one year's kindergarten for all
children. The government has not simply
maintained funding for kindergartens in Victoria, it
has increased it. In the difficult economic times
caused by the recklessness and financial ineptitude
of the previous government the coalition has still
been able to increase funding for kindergartens from
$62 million to $64 million.
Victoria has 1200 kindergartens, 800 of which are
members of Kindergarten Parents Victoria (KPV)
and 400 of which are run by local government. The
government is proud that it has increased not only
the number of kindergartens but also the number of
places available. Furthermore, the government is
proud of the fact that it has maintained the funding
for kindergartens in the growth corridors in areas
such as Cranbourne, Berwick and Werribee. Only
yesterday I was at Cranbourne where I had the
pleasure of opening an excellent
kindergarten/ child-care centre. Traditionally
kindergartens have been run on four sessions of two
and a half hours a week. Most people who have
young children would agree that there is a need for
greater flexibility and more affordable child-care.
More women have returned to the work force as a
result of economic and other conditions or simply to
pursue their careers. The need for greater flexibility
and diversity is paramount in the child-care and
kindergarten systems.
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The needs of people are different throughout the
State. The needs in the inner suburbs of Melbourne
are different to those in country areas such as the
one I represent. After massive consultation between
me and officers of my deparbnent, the KPV and the
Kindergarten Teachers Association of Victoria I have
arranged for the circulation of a model employment
agreement to all kindergartens in the State. The
bottom line is that the kindergarten committees of
management can sign the agreement or use it as a
model for individual agreements with negotiated
differences. That is another illustration of the
government's commibnent to the children of
Victoria and to the kindergarten sector.

OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH AND
SAFETY ACT
Mr MICALLEF (Springvale) - Will the Minister
for Industry Services inform the House whether he
is considering a submission from the Victorian
Employers Chamber of Commerce and Industry and
other industry employer groups on amendments to
the Occupational Health and Safety Act? Will he
inform the House whether he intends changing the
existing system of occupational health and safety,
which last night he acknowledged was the best in
Australia?
Mr PESCOrr (Minister for Industry Services) Last night I was in the television studio where the
7.30 Report was being produced when I was asked
whether a question that journalists had framed had
been asked of me that day, and I said it had not. I
was also asked whether a second question had been
asked of me, and I said that it also had not. If the
honourable member has time, he will be able to ask
the other question.
Because of the paucity of talent on the opposition
benches the honourable member for Springvale has
had to get some help from the producers of the 7.30
Report, who in turn had some help from a person
who formerly worked in the Occupational Health
and Safety Commission. That person, who left the
commission and is now lecturing at Holmesglen
TAFE, went to the Occupational Health and Safety
Commission from a firm of solicitors called Maurice
Blackburn and Co.
This important question is based on a trifecta. The
question attempts to suggest that the government is
dancing to the tune of the employer organisations
and that it intends watering down the Occupational
Health and Safety Act. I have already answered this
question on the 7.30 Report. I was able to explain that
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the government has no intention of watering down
the main provisions of the Act.

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr PESCOIT - I did not have time.
Mr Kennan interjected.
The SPEAKER - Order! The Leader of the
Opposition is out of order. The Minister can answer
only one question at a time.
Mr PESCOIT - I was able to explain that a
number of employer associations visit me from time
to time to make suggestions about the way the Act
should be reviewed. I was unable to explain on the
7.30 Report - I did not have time - that I have also
received representations from the trade union
movement. In fact last week I received a letter from
Mr Halfpenny asking whether he could come and
talk with me about the provisions of the
Occupational Health and Safety Act. I will be
speaking to Mr Halfpenny and other representatives
from the Trades Hall Council in the next few weeks.
I have received other representations about
provisions that may be amended. We will take those
submissions on board and we will review them. We
intend to look seriously at some of them, but others
we will not accept. We do not intend to water down
the basic proviSions of the Act, which have served
the State well during the past eight years.

VICTORIAN COMMISSION OF AUDIT
Mr KENNElT (Premier) presented report of
Victorian Commission of Audit of May 1993.
Laid on table.

ETHNIC AFFAIRS COMMISSION BILL
Second reading
Debate resumed from 22 April; motion of
Mr KENNElT (Premier).
Mr ANDRIANOPOULOS (Mill Park) - The
Ethnic Affairs Commission Bill is important. It is
probably the only Bill of its type the government
will introduce during the sessional period. It is
interesting to note the exercise the government
undertook this morning when it guillotined the
second-reading debate. That will be beyond the
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understanding of most people in this State but will
particularly offend the ethnic community.
This morning we saw a bizarre attempt by the
Premier, in his capacity as Minister for Ethnic
Affairs, to prevent debate on the Bill by having eight
government members speak on the question of time.
The amendment to the guillotine motion was not
unreasonable. The Premier has now gone about
some other business. He did not come back for the
division on his own Bill, which shows the contempt
with which he treats ethnic affairs in this State.
Again he has abandoned the Bill to another Minister,
and it is highly unlikely he will return during the
second-reading debate.
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Honourable members should understand how the
Ethnic Affairs Commission was established and why
the opposition feels so strongly about protecting its
integrity, independence and resources. It is
important that the government offer Victorian ethnic
communities the full range of services they require.
The House will be aware of the dramatic changes
that took place not only in Victoria but throughout
Australia as a result of immigration in the 1950s and
19605. During that period there was no special
recognition of the specific problems facing migrants
in settling into this country. I notice the honourable
member for Bentleigh is nodding in agreement.
Mrs Peulich interjected.

The Bill repeals the Ethnic Affairs Commission Act
1982, abolishes the current Ethnic Affairs
Commission and sacks the commissioners.
Mr Honeywood interjected.
Mr ANDRIANOPOULOS -If the
Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Ethnic
Affairs had read the Bill he would know that. The
Bill purports to set up a new Ethnic Affairs
Commission but those who have read the Bill know
that all it does is set up an advisory committee. I
remind the House that an advisory committee does
not require legislative support. The Bill is designed
to hoodwink Victorian ethnic communities into
thinking that the government is serious about ethnic
affairs and that Victoria will continue to have an
Ethnic Affairs Commission.

Mr ANDRIANOPOULOS - I am sure the
honourable member will recall, as I do, coming to
Australia as part of that immigration program and
feeling the frustration of being taught in classes of
more than 50 children, and perhaps, as in my case,
of being taught by another student because no
teachers with special skills or English as a second
language qualifications were available in those days.
I have that grassroots involvement in ethnic affairs.
My family, together with other families who came to
Australia during that period, experienced that sort
of frustration. They had very little English and were
offered jobs as labourers or factory workers with
little support other than from those who came early
enough, or were lucky enough, to have received
assisted passage.
In those days it was not considered important for

It is my view and that of ethnic communities that the

Bill dilutes the objectives and makes inefficient the
functions of the Ethnic Affairs Commission. The Bill
will reduce the autonomy and independence of the
commission in a way never experienced by any
other public body. More importantly, it strips the
commission of all resources by reducing the position
of chairperson to a part-time pOSition. The
opposition does not support the Bill, because it
proposes to end the Ethnic Affairs Commission as
we know it. Therefore, I move:
That all the words after "That" be omitted with the
view of inserting in place thereof the words "this Bill be
withdrawn and redrafted to provide for the
appointment and payment of - (a) a full-time
chairperson and deputy chairperson; and (b) such
officers and employees as are necessary for the proper
functioning of the commission.".

migrants to have access to language classes or
programs for learning English on the job, and most
of them were in repetitious jobs or working in
factories where they could not speak to or hear
anyone else above the noise emanating from the
machinery in their workplaces.
There was perhaps not the same need for health
services as there is today because most migrants had
to undergo thorough medical examinations before
being accepted as immigrants to this country. Unless
we were superfit we were not allowed into the
country.
Mrs Peulich - You're no superman - that's for
sure!
Mr ANDRIANOPOULOS - I am certainly not a
superman, but I can express an opinion about
immigration as well as anyone else.
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An interesting development in the 1960s and 1970s
was that as ethnic communities settled down they
started demanding more of the services provided by
governments, particularly after the promotion of
multiculturalism and the participation of ethnic
communities in Australian society and culture that
took place in the 1970s.

were members of the opposition in the late 19705 or
early 1980s. Together with the shadow Minister of
Immigration and Ethnic Affairs, the late Jack Ginifer,
another great champion of and protagonist in the
fight for migrants' rights, they devised some
revolutionary policies on how to address those
problems when the Labor Party came to office.

The former liberal government led by Sir Rupert
Hamer, as he later became, recognised that specific
problems could be addressed only by a Ministry
with a special interest in ethnic affairs. In 1976 Sir
Rupert established the first State Ministry of
immigration and ethnic affairs. Sir Rupert was
obviously a man of vision, a man who could
acknowledge problems and a man who still has
some vision today, unlike most members of the
Liberal Party. It is a pity that yesterday the liberal
Party did not see fit to support the opposition's
motion to appoint Sir Rupert Hamer to the Republic
AdviSOry Committee.

Mr Honeywood - To benefit the trade unions!

Mr Finn - What has that got to do with ethnic
affairs?
Mr ANDRIANOPOULOS -It is related,
because Sir Rupert is a man of vision and a man of
culture. His appointment was rejected by the liberal
Party yesterday and the Bill is another example of its
rejection of his ideas.

Honourable members interjecting.
The ACflNG SPEAKER (Mr E. R. Smith) Order! The House will come to order.
Mr ANDRIANOPOULOS - In the 1970s, for the
first time, migrants began to participate in political
life. At the same time as the immigration and ethnic
affairs Ministry was established people such as Peter
Spyker, Theo Sidiropoulos and Giovanni Sgro - Mr Reynolds - They were not all Greeks, were
they?
Mr ANDRIANOPOULOS - No, they were not
all Greeks.
The ACflNG SPEAKER - Order! The
honourable member will address his remarks
through the Chair. He does not require any
assistance from the Minister at the table.
Mr ANDRIANOPOULOS - Those gentlemen
were pioneers in pushing for the rights of ethnic
people in this State. I admit that all three of them

Mr ANDRIANOPOULOS - That is a typical
comment from the Parliamentary secretary. He
obviously has no understanding of ethnic affairs.
Mrs Peulich - You don't have a monopoly,
either.
The ACflNG SPEAKER - Order! There is too
much interjection from both sides of the House. The
Chair will not tolerate further interjections.
Mr ANDRIANOPOULOS - Thank you for that
protection and guidance, Mr Acting Speaker. People
of that calibre developed some quite revolutionary
policies, central to which was the establishment of
the Ethnic Affairs Commission. The original
intention of its establishment was that members of
ethnic communities representing a broad
cross-section of ethnic people would be appointed to
the commission, which would be directly
responsible to the Minister for Ethnic Affairs. The
commission would then be in a position to best
advise the Minister on relevant services and
programs, and its advice would be important not
only to the Minister for Ethnic Affairs but to all
Ministers, because migrants affect or are affected by
every government department in some way.
Earlier I mentioned my beef, if you like, about
English not being taught as a second language in
schools and the lack of Specialised services for the
teaching of English to children who migrate to
Australia. The Australian Labor Party policy in the
early 1980s had support across the board from every
ethnic organisation in Victoria. As part of its
consultative process in 1982 the Cain government
undertook to introduce a Bill to establish the Ethnic
Affairs Commission; it sent copies of that Bill to
700 organisations throughout Victoria. Not one
single organisation objected to that legislation and
the vast majority supported it - the complete
opposite to what has happened with this Bill! I
notice the Parliamentary secretary, the honourable
member for Warrandyte, smirking because he
knows the Bill has not been sent to any ethnic group
in Victoria.
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In the debate this morning on the question of time
allowed for debate on the Bill I was amazed when a
number of honourable members, including the
honourable member for Mildura, said the Bill has
the support of ethnic groups in Victoria. They must
be living in cuckoo-land! Not one person from the
ethnic communities to whom I have spoken
supports the Bill.

Although this Bill brings about the demise of the
present commission, it is important that I place on
record some of the achievements of the Ethnic
Affairs Commission. I cannot list them all because
debate can continue only until 4.30 p.m! The
fundamental principle that governed the Ethnic
Affairs Commission in the 10 years of its existence
can be found in the objects listed in section 13 of the
Act:
(a) to achieve full participation of ethnic groups in the
community in the social, economic, cultural and
political life of the community;
(b) to ensure access of ethnic groups to services made

available by governmental or other bodies;
(c) to ensure that all ethnic groups in the community
can retain and express their social identity and
cultural inheritance;
(d) to promote cooperation between bodies concerned
with ethnic affairs;
(e) to promote unity of ethnic groups in the community;
and
(f)

to promote a better understanding of ethnic groups
within the community.

The activities of the commission during the past
10 years have been successful in that it has gone
much of the way towards meeting the goals set for
it, whether it be in the area of occupational health
and safety, accident compensation, health,
community services or education. The commission
has successfully convinced government departments
to establish specialised units with expertise to
understand the problems of the ethnic communities
and to structure certain departmental operations in
accordance with the requirements of those
communities.
Every honourable member will be aware that the
commission has been at the forefront of promoting
multiculturalism and an understanding of the
requirements of ethnic communities. I am pleased
that the honourable member for Warrandyte is
nodding his head, because there is unanimity in the
community about the achievements of the
commission. I recall some successful conferences
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conducted by the Ethnic Affairs Commission. I well
remember the Greek and Italian conferences
conducted in conjunction with the appropriate
communities; they were most successful not only in
promoting multiculturalism but in establishing trade
links between the na tions.
Programs instituted by the commission include the
introduction of parents into decision making at
school council levels. Many parents in electorates
like mine have great difficulty because of language
problems and are somewhat reluctant to become
involved in the education of their children - even
though all parents, including parents in ethnic
communities, wish to participate in such matters.
The commission has operated programs in English
and other languages to make parents familiar with
the operations of school councils. It has conducted
programs relevant to the provision of community
services and health services, and it has made
resources available for programs specifically
designed for the special needs of ethnic
communities. One that readily comes to mind is the
recent Department of Health and Community
Services program that investigated the special health
needs of migrants - it even specifically touched on
why there appear to be varying degrees of longevity
between those from southern Mediterranean areas
and those from other European districts.
The commission has worked to improve services in
government departments and has established local
government advisory committees. It has worked
with private enterprise in attempting to make local
government services readily available and relevant
to local communities. I well recall a study
undertaken by the commission about workers in
places like the Ford Motor Company of Australia
Ltd plant who have few skills other than labouring,
at which they have worked for many years. It
examined how those workers have been affected by
advances in technology. Although the report was
produced in 1988 it is still relevant because
technolOgical change continues to put unskilled
workers out of work.
The English-on-the-job program is second to none in
the world and is a result of the efforts of a dedicated
Ethnic Affairs Commission - Mr Dollis - Thank you.
Mr ANDRIANOPOULOS - I have been remiss
in not earlier placing on record the contribution
made by the honourable member for Richmond. As
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Accident Compensation (WorkCover Insurance)
Bill -Introduction and first reading, 1258; second
reading, 1372, 1894, 1920; appropriation, 1503;
declared urgent, 1918; third reading, 1926.

Caravan Parks and Movable Dwellings
(Amendment) Bill -Introduction and first reading,
977; second reading, 1085, 1761; appropriation, 1503;
remaining stages, 1764.

Appropriation (1992-93) Bill - Appropriation, 635;
introduction and first reading, 635; second reading,
635,899, 1049, 1477; Treasurer's corrections, 809;
concurrent debate, 837; declared urgent, 1473;
remaining stages, 1486.

Casino Control (Amendment) Bill-Introduction and
first reading, 758; second reading, 845, 1422;
appropriation, 899, 1422; second reading agreed to
by absolute majority and Committee, 1440; third
reading agreed to by absolute majority, 1445.

Appropriation (Parliament 1992-93) BillAppropriation, 656; introduction and first reading,
656; second reading, 656, 1553; concurrent debate,
837; declared urgent, 1545; Committee and
remaining stages, 1555.

Children and Young Penons (Further Amendment)
Bill- Introduction and first reading, 969; second
reading, 1005, 1381; remaining stages, 1422.

Audit (Tender Board) Bill - Introduction and first
reading, 976; second reading, 1082, 1764;
appropriation, 1503; remaining stages, 1769.

City of Greater Geelong Bill - Introduction and first
reading, 757; second reading, 837, 1152;
appropriation, 899; second reading agreed to by
absolute majority and Committee, 1206; third
reading agreed to by absolute majority, 1216.

Barley Marketing Bill-Introduction and first
reading, 109; second reading, 169,682; Committee,
705; remaining stages, 714.

Club Keno Bill -Introduction and first reading, 1586;
second reading, 1683, 2276; appropriation, 2118;
declared urgent, 2269; remaining stages, 2278.

Board of Studies Bill - Introduction and first reading,
512; second reading, 611, 1510; appropriation, 899;
declared urgent, 1508; Committee, 1516; remaining
stages, 1545.

Commercial Arbitration (Amendment) Bill Introduction and first reading, 109; second reading,
171,515; second and third readings agreed to by
absolute majority, 527. Council amendments: dealt
with, 1618; agreed to by absolute majority, 1619.

Business Franchise (Petroleum Products)
(Amendment) Bill - Introduction and first reading,
1501; second reading, 1592, 1914; appropriation,
1634; declared urgent, 1909; Committee and
remaining stages, 1918.

Corrections (Management) Bill-Introduction and
first reading, 262; second reading, 383, 810, 857, 867;
appropriation, 419; Committee, 1007; third reading,
1023.
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Crimes (Amendment) Bill - Introduction and first
reading, 2193; second reading, 2339.
Crimes (Criminal Trials) Bill - Introduction and first
reading, 1258; second reading, 1357,2137;
Committee, 2154; third reading, 2156.
Crimes (HIV) Bill - Received from Council and first
reading, 1217; second reading, 1259, 1871; remaining
stages, 1894.
Crown Land Acts (Amendment) Bill - Introd uction
and first reading, 1336; appropriation, 1503; second
reading, 1504,2119; remaining stages, 2127.
Debits Tax (Amendment) Bill- Introduction and
first reading, 419; second reading, 513,1023;
appropriation, 635; remaining stages, 1047.
Docklands Authority (Amendment) Bill Introduction and first reading, 1258; second reading,
1369,1796; appropriation, 1503; remaining stages,
1800.
Education Acts (Teachers) Bill- Introduction and
first reading, 1257; second reading, 1350,2053;
appropriation, 1503; second reading agreed to by
absolute majority, 2070; Committee, 2070, 2076; third
reading agreed to by absolute majority, 2082.
Egg Industry (Deregulation) Bill - Introduction and
first reading, 1258; second reading, 1367, 1813;
Committee and remaining stages, 1828.
Emergency Services Superannuation (Special
Payments) Bill- Introduction and first reading,
1940; second reading, 2049, 2301; appropriation,
2118; remaining stages, 2303.
Equal Opportunity (Amendment) Bill - Introduction
and first reading, 1859.
Estate Agents (Amendment) Bill - Received from
Council and first reading, 2082; second reading,
2118,2264; declared urgent, 2256; Committee, 2267;
remaining stages, 2268.
Ethnic Affairs Commission Bill - Introduction and
first reading, 976; second reading, 1080, 1645;
appropriation, 1503; declared urgent, 1634;
remaining stages, 1662.
Evidence (Unsworn Evidence) Bill - Received from
Council and first reading, 341; second reading, 384,
1600; remaining stages, 1618.
Financial Institutions Duty (Amendment) Bill Introduction and first reading, 419; second reading,
513, 1048; appropriation, 899; remaining stages, 1049.

1306,1926,1996; Committee, 2006; remaining stages,
2008.
Gaming Machine Control (Amendment) Bill Introduction and first reading, 262; second reading,
379,1445; appropriation, 419,1144; Committee,
1459; declared urgent, 1464; Committee, 1472;
remaining stages, 1473.
Health and Community Services (General
Amendment) Bill- Introduction and first reading,
1909; second reading, 2010, 2159; second reading
agreed to by absolute majority and Committee,
2163; third reading agreed to by absolute majority,
2164.
Historic Shipwrecks (Amendment) Bill Introduction and first reading, 1859; second reading,
2008; appropriation, 2118.
Institute of Educational Administration (Repeal)
Bill- Introduction and first reading, 976; second
reading, 1082, 1719; appropriation, 1503; second and
third readings agreed to by absolute majority, 1737.
Interpretation of Legislation (Amendment) Bill Second reading, 385, 758; Committee, 758;
remaining stages, 760.
Land (Amendment) Bill - Introduction and first
reading, 758; second reading, 848, 1378;
appropriation, 899; remaining stages, 1381.
Land (Crown Grants and Reserves) Bill Introduction and first reading, 262; second reading,
382,761; appropriation, 419; second reading agreed
to by absolute majority, 766; Committee, 767; third
reading, 771; third reading agreed to by absolute
majority,772.
Land (Miscellaneous Matters) Bill - Introduction
and first reading, 977; second reading, 1088, 1800;
appropriation, 1503; second and third readings
agreed to by absolute majority, 1807.
Land Tax (Amendment) Bill - Introduction and first
reading, 513; second reading, 848, 1092;
appropriation, 899; remaining stages, 1101.
Legal Profession Practice (Guarantee Fund) BillReceived from Council, 2115; first reading, 2156;
second reading, 2205, 2303, 2315; remaining stages,
2328.
Local Government (General Amendment) Bill Introduction and first reading, 1258; second reading,
1370,2012; appropriation, 1503; second reading
agreed to by absolute majority, 2038; Committee,
2038,2087; third reading agreed to by absolute
majority, 2092.

Forests (S.E.A.S. Sapfor Ltd Agreement) Bill Introduction and first reading, 977; second reading,
1087,1787; remaining stages, 1796.

Loy Vang B (Amendment) Bill- Introduction and
first reading, 2194; second reading, 2343.

Freedom of Information (Amendment) Bill Introduction and first reading, 1584; second reading,
1737, 1751,2250; appropriation, 2118; declared
urgent, 2239; Committee and third reading, 2255.

Marine (Amendment) Bill- Received from Council
and first reading, 1048; second reading, 1091, 1807;
second and third readings agreed to by absolute
majority, 1813.

Funerals (Pre-Paid Money) Bill - Received from
Council and first reading, 1217; second reading,
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Meat Industry Bill - Introduction and first reading,
757; second reading, 841,1260; appropriation, 899;
Committee, 1279; remaining stages, 1280.
Murray-Darling Basin Bill- Introduction and first
reading, 513; second reading, 613, 1280;
appropriation, 635; section 85 statement, 836; second
and third readings agreed to by absolute majority,
1305.

Mutual Recognition (Victoria) Bill- Withdrawn, 30.
Mutual Recognition (Victoria) Bill (No. 2)Introduction and first reading, 108; second reading,
167,419; remaining stages, 434.
Parliamentary Salaries and Superannuation (Basic
Salary) Bill- Introduction and first reading, 108;
second reading, 168, 434; appropriation, 202;
remaining stages, 471.
Pay-roll Tax (Amendment) Bill- Introduction and
first reading, 758; second reading, 845, 1120;
appropriation, 899; remaining stages, 1124.
Police Regulation (Discipline) Bill - Introduction
and first reading, 977; second reading, 1090, 1686;
appropriation, 1503; declared urgent, 1684; second
and third readings agreed to by absolute majority,
1708.

Racing (Amendment) Bill - Introduction and first
reading, 1258; second reading, 1360,2207,2214;
appropriation, 1634; Committee, 2232, 2328;
remaining stages, 2332.
Residential Tenancies (Water and Utilities Charges)
Bill- Introduction and first reading, 1305; second
reading, 1352,2082; Committee, 2086; remaining
stages, 2087.
Sentencing (Amendment) Bill - Introduction and
first reading, 1258; second reading, 1354, 1953;
declared urgent, 1941; Committee, 1958, 1968; third
reading, 1995.
Sheep Ownen Protection (Repeal) BillIntroduction and first reading, 471; second reading,
514,569; remaining stages, 577.
Shop Trading (Further Amendment) (Amendment)
Bill - Introduction and first reading, 109; second
reading, 172,527,577,596; Committee, 601, 714;
remaining stages, 725.
Stamps (Amendment) BilI- Introduction and first
reading, 1080; second reading, 1258, 1595;
appropriation, 1503, 1592; declared urgent, 1594;
Committee, 1596; remaining stages, 1600.
State Deficit Levy (Amendment) Bill- Introduction
and first reading, 757; second reading, 843,1310;
appropriation, 899; declared urgent, 1307; remaining
stages, 1323.
Subdivision (Amendment) Bill- Introduction and
first reading, 1336; second reading, 1505,2157;
Committee and remaining stages, 2158.
Subordinate Legislation (Amendment) Bill- Second
reading, 385, 1618; remaining stages, 1618.
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Superannuation (Compliance) Bill- Introduction
and first reading, 1940; second reading, 2049, 2291;
appropriation, 2118, 2291; second reading agreed to
by absolute majority and Committee, 2300; third
reading agreed to by absolute majority, 23Ol.
Supply (1993-94, No. 1) Bill - Appropriation, 656;
introduction and first reading, 656; second reading,
656,899, 1049, 1477; concurrent debate, 837; declared
urgent, 1473; remaining stages, 1486.
Supply (Parliament 1993-94, No. 1) Bill Appropriation, 656; introduction and first reading,
657; second reading, 657, 1553; concurrent debate,
837; declared urgent, 1545; Committee and
remaining stages, 1555.
Tattenall Consultations (Reporting) Bill Introduction and first reading, 1586; second reading,
1683,2332; appropriation, 1719; remaining stages,
2333.

Tertiary Education Bill- Introduction and first
reading, 977; second reading, 1083, 1663;
appropriation, 1503; declared urgent, 1662;
Committee, 1671; third reading, 1682.
Treasury Corporation of Victoria (Debt
Centralisation) Bill- Introduction and first
reading, 757; second reading, 844, 1144;
appropriation, 899; remaining stages, 1152.
Victoria Racing Club (Amendment) Bill, The Introduction and first reading, 1859; second reading,
2009,2333; declared private and motion to treat as
public agreed to, 2333; remaining stages, 2339.
Victorian Plantations Corporation Bill- Introduction
and first reading, 1585; second reading, 1759,2127;
appropriatiol1, 2118; second reading agreed to by
absolute majority and Committee, 2136; third
reading agreed to by absolute majority, 2137.
Vocational Education and Training (College
Employment) Bill- Introduction and first reading,
262; second reading, 381, 772; appropriation, 756;
Committee, 808; remaining stages, 809. Council
amendments dealt with, 1619.
Water (Amendment) Bill- Introduction and first
reading, 2193; second reading, 2342.
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A
Abattoin (See ''Meat Industry'')
Aboriginal Affain - United Nations International
Year of Indigenous Peoples, 356. Royal Commission
into Aboriginal Deaths in Custody, 356. Land rights,
356. Health, 357. Funding equity, 358.
Compassionate leave for Koori prisoner, 826, 832.
Criminal justice system, 1127,1130. Racist remarks
at AFL match, 1218, 1222. Alleged police brutality,
2279,2288.

Acddent Compensation Commission (See
''WorkCover'')
Address by Minister for Finance, 658, 735, 756.
Address-In-Reply, 30, 109, 140, 165, 173,203,294,351,
379,386,849,1633.

Advertising - Activities of former government, 489.
Government contracts, q 1362. Offensive, 2280, 2283.
Agenda 21 - Announcement, q 2202. Projects, q 2202.
Agriculture Dqartment - Objectives, 369. Veterinary services to
racing industry, 1833, 1838. Funding of research
institutes, 1931, 1936. Budget, 2041.
General- In East Gippsland, 121. Subsidies, 215.
Rural assistance, 252, 259. Locust plague, q 292.
Funding, 318, 499. Production: primary industries,
3S4; pasture, 369, 1073, 1077,q 1784. In
north-eastern Victoria, 372, 379. Liver fluke in
sheep and cattle, 401, 403. Chemicals, 561, 567:
Proposed institute for horticultural development,
q 755, 1073, 1077. Government policies, 977, 995.
Occupational health and safety program, 1217,
1221. Baimsdale Regional Veterinary Laboratory,
1712,1717. Clover growers, 1770, 1774. Seed
testing and certification, 1770, 1774. Benalla
regional veterinary laboratory, 2097. (See also
"Dairy Industry" and 11Animals'')

ARFO Unit Trust, 126, 129.
Asbestos -Safety regulations, q 1786.
Association of Post-Primary Institutions, 1487.
Attorney-General - Appointment of justices of the
peace, 883.
Auditor-General- Reports: salinity, 106; National
Tennis Centre Trust and Zoological Board of
Victoria, 569; visiting medical officer arrangements,
1336, q 1364; Ministerial portfolios, 1841; timber
industry strategy, 2114; information technology in
the public sector, 2175; open-cut production in
Latrobe Valley, 2291; Loy Yang B Act compliance,
2291. Employment contracts, q 1136, q 1253.
Australasia Marketing Investments - Private
insurance cover scheme, 1772, 1777.
Australian Chamber of Manufactures -Survey,
q 1001, q 1964.

Australian Football League - Racist remarks at
match, 1218, 1222.
Australian Home Insulation Pty Ltd, 1219, 1223.
Australian Industrial Relations CommlssionStructure, q 1641, q 2072.
Australian Institute of Family Studies - Report on
small business, 884.
Australian Institute of Judicial Administration Judicial in-service programs on sex offences, 1714.
Australian Labor Party - Election campaigns: Federal,
210,247,319; State, 324. Record in government, 244,
247,249,294,299,300,302,314,316,324,327,335,
391,489,498, q 628, 1236, 1241, 1251, q 1362, 1486,
1627, q 1746, q 1748, q 1780, q 1866, q 1868,2044,
q 2101, q 2103, q 2104, q 2105, 2166, 2169, 2172,
q 2313, q 2314. Leadership, 302. Membership
activities of Ms Mary Crooks, q 1967,2038,2042.
Public transport policies, 2279, 2284, 2347, 2354.

Air Services - Avalon airport upgrade, 402, 405.
Australian Loan Councll- Borrowing limits, q 13.
Alcoa of Australia Ltd, 341.
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Alcohol- Funding of dependency services, 1221,
1224, 1830, 1836.

Ambulance Services - Metropolitan: quality of
service, 250, 254; funding, 852; appointment of
executive officer, 2095. In Goulburn Valley, 1831,
1836. Mobile intensive care units, 1934, 1936.

Ballarat Regional Alcohol and Drug Dependence
Association - Funding, 1221, 1224, 1830, 1836.
Barro Group -Gisborne quarry, 122, 127,622,625,
1829,1834.

Ammunition - Naval storage at Greenvale, 2280, 2286.

Barwon Information Network, 1931, 1935.

Animals - Liver fluke in sheep and cattle, 401, 403.
Dangerous dogs, 727, 730, q 2204. Duck hunting,
727, 730. Outbreak of disease at Kilmore
thoroughbred stable, 1833, 1838. Leadbeater's
possum, 2094, 2098.

Bills - Correction, 108. (See also ''Bills'' list)
Birds (See "Animals'')
BLF Custodian - Reports Nos 21 and 22,21.
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Broadmeadows Tenant Information ServiceFunding, 728, 730.
Budget - Deficit, 208, 310, 353, 360, 363. Expenditure
ratio, 365. Autumn economic statement, q 411.
Treasury bills program, q 412, q 413, q 416, 506,
q 508. Cuts, 489, 491. Debt management, 499.
Borrowings, q 511. Of former government, q 628.
Victorian Commission of Audit report, q 1641,
q 1747, 1841. Agricultural industry, 2041.
Building and Construction Industry - OS & C
Developments Pty Ltd, 1327, 1331. Electricity
supplies to urban subdivisions, 1770, 1774. Civic
building projects, q 2202. Report of Economic
Development Committee, 2290. Tendering practices,
q 2312.
Burglar Alarms - Regulation of noise emission, 1623,
1630.

Business and Employment, Department of Employment contracts, q 1745. Private insurance
cover scheme, 1772, Im. (See also '1ndustry and
Employment'')
Business of the House (See "Parliament'')

c
Casinos (See "Gaming")
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1078. Closure of Caloola Training Centre, 1243.
Regional residential associations, 1249.
Management of residents' funds, 1555, 1559.

Ivanhoe-Diamond Valley Centre for intellectually
disabled adults, 1770, 1776. Mayday Hills Training
Centre, 1933, 1935.
General - Funding: for community groups, 151; for
Collective of Self-Help Groups, 151; for Grey
Sisters, 153, q 893, q 2107, 2137; for Barwon
Information Network, 1931, 1935; for services in
north-eastern suburbs, 1934, 1936; welfare, q 2102,
q 2103, q 2104, q 2107, 2137. Supported
accommodation assistance programs, 149,474,
479,1713,1717. Programs in Keilor Downs, 475,
479. Neighbourhood houses, 1932, 1935.
Conservation and Environment - Conservation and
productivity, 32. Fuel reduction burning, 123, 128,
398,403. Pollution of Mordialloc Creek, 179, 185.
Noxious weed control, 401, 403. Pines Flora and
Fauna Reserve, 828, 833. South Clayton tip, 856.
Proposed EPA office in western suburbs, 971, 973.
Native forest operations, 1556, 1561. River works
near Powelltown, 1773, 1776. In Sandringham
electorate, 1774, 1776.
Conservation and Natural Resources, Department
of - Compulsory unionism, 123, 128. Savings, 123,
128.

Constitution, Australian - Review, q 891, q 1495,
1563, q 2101.

Chemicals - Proposed Hamilton Park warehouse, 38,
42. Storage, 346, 349, 854. Agricultural, 561, 567.
Dioxin, 855.

Consumer Advocacy and Advice Service - Funding,

Children (See "Community Services")

Consumer Affairs (See "Fair Trading'')

Chiropractors and Osteopaths Registration Board Registrar, 1932, 1936.

Corporations Law - Liquidations, 342, 346.

Citizens Advice Bureau - Funding, 1931, 1935.
City of Greater Geelong Bm - Community
consultation, 1239.
Collective of Self-Help Groups, 151.
Commonwealth Grants Commission - Grant
relativities, q 627.
Commonwealth-State Relations, 227, 353, q 375,
q 1499, 1859, q 2200.
Community Services Children - Ministerial statement on child protection,
47,75. Mandatory reporting of abuse, 149.
Homeless, 150. Children's Court: psychiatric
service closure, 159, 165; representation at, q 1785.
Preschool education budget, q 291. Abuse, q 633,
1220, 1711. Foster care services for disabled, q 865.
Funding for early childhood field officer, 1488.
Kindergartens: employment contracts, q 1644;
funding, 1930, 1935; Warrawong Day Care, 1932,
1935. Child care, 1711, 1717. Immunisation
program, 1771, 1775. Drownings, 2282, 2283.
Disability Services - Moira Inc, 148. Turalla Respite
Care Service, ISO, 186. In Bayswater, 214. Foster
care services for children, q 865. Funding, 1074,

729,730.

Corrections General - Rehabilitation for drug-dependent female
prisoners, q 634. Compassionate leave for Koori
prisoner, 826, 832. Offences of Correctional
Services Division employee, q 862. Juvenile
offender program, 1711, 1716.
Prisons -Security, q 10, q 12, q 14, q 15, q 197,334.
Administration, 109, 142, q 2075. Drugs, 112.
Reform, 112. Industrial action by officers, q 629.
Sale, 1218, 1222. Fairlea, 1559, 1562. Use of
Geelong site, 1769,1776.
Country Fire Authority (See "Fire Services'')
Crime (See ''Police'')
Crooks, Ms Mary - Comments on report of Victorian
Commission of Audit, q 1967,2038,2042.

D
Dairy Industry - Deregulation, 225. Productivity, 318,
368,499. Pasture production, 369, q 1784. Dairy
Week, 473, 477. Development initiatives, 623, 626.
Investment, q 1784. Funding of research institutes,
1931,1936. (See also "Agriculture'')
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Deaths - Hon. Sir Murray Porter, 1. Hon. Sir George
Reid, QC, 3. Hon. J. H. Smith, 887.
Defence Housing Authority - Rezoning of Laverton
properties, 2280, 2286.
Distinguished Visitors (See ''Parliament'')
Divisions -Correction of lists, 18, 1719, 1759.
Ministerial statement on child protection, 59.
Business of the House: Grievance days, 140;
pos~onement398,618, 1622,2093,2346;
continuation of sitting, 1546. Parliamentary Salaries
and Superannuation (Basic Salary) Bill, 471. Address
by Minister for Finance on superannuation, 659, 662,
680, 681. Barley Marketing Bill, 713. Shop Trading
(Further Amendment) (Amendment) Bill, 725. Land
(Crown Grants and Reserves) Bill, 771. Vocational
Education and Training (College Employment) Bill,
807. Corrections (Management) Bill, 880, 1023.
Naming and suspension of member for Springvale,
1104. City of Greater Geelong Bill, 1208, 1209, 1212,
1216. State Deficit Levy (Amendment) Bill, 1307,
1310, 1322. Casino Control (Amendment) Bill, 1440,
1441. Gaming Machine Control (Amendment) Bill,
1458,1462,1463,1464, 1472, 1473. Appropriation
(1992-93) Bill, 1473, 1476, 1477, 1485. Supply
(1993-94, No. 1) Bill, 1473, 1476, 1477, 1485. Board of
Studies Bill, 1508, 1510, 1516. Appropriation
(Parliament 1992-93) Bill, 1545, 1553. Supply
(Parliament 1993-94, No. 1) Bill, 1545, 1553. Republic
AdviSOry Committee, 1584. Business Franchise
(Petroleum Products) (Amendment) Bill, 1594, 1909,
1913, 1917. Stamps (Amendment) Bill, 1594. Ethnic
Affairs Commission Bill, 1634, 1640, 1661. Tertiary
Education Bill, 1662, 1682. Police Regulation
(Discipline) Bill, 1684, 1685, 1707. Institute of
Educational Administration (Repeal) Bill, 1736.
Freedom of Information (Amendment) Bill, 1757,
1758,2239,2250,2255,2256. Victorian Commission
of Audit report, 1859. Crimes (HIV) Bill, 1894.
Accident Compensation (WorkCover Insurance)
Bill, 1909, 1918, 1919, 1925, 1926. Sentencing
(Amendment) Bill, 1941, 1952, 1958, 1995.
Superannuation (Compliance) Bill, 2052. Education
Acts (Teachers) Bill, 2081. Employment:
participation rate, 2193. Racing (Amendment) Bill,
2236,2239,2331. Estate Agents (Amendment) Bill,
2256. Club Keno Bill, 2269. Legal Profession Practice
(Guarantee Fund) Bill, 2327.
Dredging -In Western Port, q 1749.
Drugs (See "Corrections" and ''Police'')
DS at C Developments Pty Ltd - Unfulfilled
contracts, 1327, 1331.

E
Economic Development Committee - Membership,
1005. Report: Victorian building and construction
industry, 2290.
Economy, The - Benefit of Premier's overseas
mission, q 11. Investment in Victoria, 31, q 2106.
Decentralisation of industry, 32. Fightback package,
q 70, q 73, 120, q 160, q 161, q 163, q 193, q 196.
Wages accord, q 74. Government policies, 146,203,

211,229,245,247,248,320,325,336,487,2194.
Recovery, 174. Management 317, 331, 484.
Bankruptcies, 330. Debt management, 339, 360, 393,
q 411, q 511, q 1641, q 1747, q 1748, 1841. In
Asia-Pacific region, 366. Economic rationalism, 388.
Reform, q 592. Survey on manufacturing industry,
q 1001, q 1964. National Australia Bank QUQrterly
Business Survey, q 1137. Activities of union
movement, q 1493, q 1496. Agenda 21 projects,
q2202.
Education -

Department - Budget, q 290, 337, q 376, 491, q 893,
1128, 1132, 1624, 1627. Carmichael competency
projects allocations, 472, 476. Directorate of School
Education, q 629, q 630, q 634, q 863, q 2074.
Voluntary departure packages, q 1004.
General- School closures, 118, 127, 131,253,254,
q 415, q 754, q 755, q 865, 1125, 1126, 1131, q 1135,
q 1139. Confidence in State system, 156. In Keilor,
219. South-Eastern Corridor Education Task Force,
249,254. Literacy standards, 253, 254. Services,
313. Government policies, 325, 491. Language
studies, 340. School cleaning contracts, 346, 348,
492,563,565,728,1126,1131,1132. Work
experience, 346, 402, 405. School Safe program,
403,405. Kalparri program, 471, 476. Tottenham
Language Centre, 475, 476. Victorian certificate of
education, 493. School councils, 620, 624. School
sports, 727, 731, 1127, 1132, 1241, 1243. Institute of
Educational Administration, 880. Zoning of school
properties, 971, 973. School retention rate, 1129,
1133. Schools of the Future, q 1254, q 1499,2096.
School grounds maintenance, q 1254.
Superannuation contributions, 1487, q 1497,
q 1642. Role of school principals, 1622, 1627, 1708,
1713, q 2073. Assistance for deaf students, 1623,
1627. Facilities in Mill Park, 1625, 1627. Interest
subsidy program, q 1782. Teaching of Indonesian
language, q 1785.
School Education - In north-western suburbs, 33.
Northlands Secondary College, 33. Reorganisation
of schools, 40, 42. Debney Park High School, 158.
Flemington High School, 158. Monterey
Secondary College, 229. Essendon/East Keilor
District College, 237. Redbank Primary School,
q 291, q 292. Donvale Primary School, 312.
Parkdale Secondary College, 343, 347. Sunbury
Secondary College, 345, 348, 1324, 1330. Bairnsdale
Primary School, q 377. Joseph Banks Secondary
College, 387. Lakes Entrance Primary School, 399,
404. Oberon High School, 559, 564. Doncaster Park
Primary School, 560, 565. Merriang Special
Developmental School, 621, 624. St Bemadette's
Primary School, 725. Greenwood Primary School,
728. Panton Hill Primary School, 829, 2281.
Werribee Grange Secondary College, 1074. Clifton
Hill Primary School, 1126, 1132. Ballam Park
Primary School, 1126. Parkdale Primary School,
1126. Banksia Primary School, 1126. Meadow
Heights Primary School, 1126. Maffra Primary
School, 1128, 1132. Bayswater High School, 1129.
Doveton North Primary School, 1129. Watsonia
North Primary School, 1129. Barwon Valley High
School, q 1254. Lower Plenty Primary School,
1324, 1490. St Martin's Primary School, 1490.
Kennington Primary School, 1623, 1627.
Tungamah Primary School, 1624, 1630. Tubbut
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Primary School, 1624, 1627. Taylors Lakes
Secondary College, 1626, 1628. Facilities in Mill
Park, 1627. Merger of Banyule and Rosanna East
high schools, q 1870. Goongerah Primary School,
2166. Knox Gardens Primary School, q 2313.
Te"chers - Emergency, 118, q 291, q 292, q 377, 399,
404,492,560,565, q 628, 829, 1074, 1126, 1132,
q 1136, q 1140,2281, q 2313. Industrial action, 340,
343, 344, 347. Misuse of position, 345, 348, 1324,
1330. Visiting teacher service, 560. Staffing, q 755.
Retrenchments, 1128, 1132. Negotiations, q 1365.
In remote areas, 1624, 1627. Housing in remote
areas, 2166.
Terti"ry Educ"tion "nd Tr"ining - In Wodonga, 33.
In rural Victoria, 39, 226, 334. TAFE: Moorabbin
College, 148; funding, 849. In Ballarat, 240.
University places, 394. University of Melbourne,
1144.

Advisory Bureau, q 631. Interpreting services, 1124,
1129.

F
Fair Trading -

Gener"l- Fuel prices, 334, 338. Refurbishment of
office of former Minister for Consumer Affairs,
q 1004. Geelong Financial Counselling and
Consumer Information Service, 2278, 2283. Safety
of household and nappy buckets, 2282, 2283.
Office 01- Funding: of tenancy services, 728, 731; of
Consumer Advocacy and Advice Service, 729, 73l.
Footscray regional office, 827, 832, 884.
Fauna (See Animals")
11

Fightback Package (See "Economy, The")
Egg and Poultry Industry - Dispute at Salvatore Egg
Farm,q 752.
Electoral- Federal election, 203, 209, 212, 231, 247,
312,319,386,482. State election, 213, 217, 243, 324.
Nunawading Province re-election, 300. Removal of
election sign, 562, 567.
Electorates - Benambra, 31. Berwick, 113. Gippsland
East, 121. Sandringham, 148. Bentleigh, 154. Bendigo
West, 173. Oakleigh, 175. Dromana, 206, 209.
Springvale, 210. Bayswater, 214. Keilor, 218, 619,
625. Ballarat West, 221, 223. Frankston East, 228.
Essendon,236. Ballarat East, 239. Mornington, 242.
Knox, 246. St Albans, 295. Mill Park, 296.
Mordialloc, 299. Doncaster, 312. Frankston, 324.
Ivanhoe, 327. Shepparton, 331. Rodney, 338. Swan
Hill, 352. Bendigo East, 355. Seymour, 358.
Wimmera, 368. Murray Valley, 372. Clayton, 854.
EIgas Ltd - Purchase of Heatane gas division, q 2071.
Eltham Foodshare Network, 1934, 1936.
Emergency Services Superannuation Scheme, q 756.
Employment (See '1ndustry and Employment'')
Energy and Minerals -

Dep"rtment - Restructure, q 1003, 1236. Mining
approvals, 1220, 1224.
Energy - Toora wind farm project, 472, 476, 561, 566.
Gas prices, q 754. Home Energy Advisory Service,
972, 1219, 1223, 1239. Concessions, q 1748.
Briquettes, q 2074.
Miner"ls - Mining in Chiltern Regional Park, 828,
833. Goldmining in Bendigo, q 1138. Open-cut
production in Latrobe Valley, 2291.

Finance, Department of - Property leases, 1237.
Financial Counselling and Consumer Information
Service, Geelong, 2278, 2283.
Fire Services - Funding, q 412, 472, 476, 500. Charges
for attendance of fire units, 501. Country Fire
AuthOrity: vehicle manufacturing, 755. Shelter at
Panton Hill Primary School, 2281.
Fishing Industry - Abalone poaching, 40, 42. In East
Gippsland, 121. Gippsland Lakes fishermen, 1323,
1328. Recreational use of Waranga-Mallee water
channel, 2348, 2356.
Fitzroy Adventure Playground, 153.
Food Development Authority, 623, 626.
Food Processing Industry - H. J. Heinz Co. Australia
Ltd, 124, 130.
Freedom of Information - Limitation by government,
143. Fightback package analysis, q 161. Release of
documents, 483, 485.
Fruit and Vegetable Industry - Melbourne Wholesale
Fruit and Vegetable Market Trust, q 1106.

G
Gaming - Melbourne casino, q 1779, q 1780, q 1782,
q 1785, q 1870, q 2199, q 2201.

Gas and Fuel Corporation - Gas prices, q 754. Sale of
Heatane gas division, q 2071.
Geelong and District Water Board - Black Rock
treatment plant, q 1966,2045.

Environment (See "Conservation and Environment")

Good Morning Americ" program, q 1588.
Environment Protection Authority - Fallout from
Clayton warehouse fire, 854. Proposed office in
western suburbs, 971, 973. Regulation of burglar
alann emissions, 1623, 1630.
Ethnic Affain -Services in Keilor, 219. Abolition of
programs, 298,619,623. National Police Ethnic

Government Departments and Instrumentalities Defence force reserve volunteers, 399, 403. Female
appointments, q 414. Property leases, 1237.
Tendering processes, q 1362, q 2101, q 2103, q 2104,
2166,2172, q 2203, 2281, 2287, q 2311, 2346, 2350,
2351.

INDEX
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Government Employee Housing Authority Property management, q 376. Review of properties,
1624,1630.
Government, The - Open government, 33. Policies:
public transport, 118,304; economic, 146,203,211,
229,245, 247,248, 320, 325,336,487,q 592,2194;
industrial relations, 211, q 409, 483; health, 212;
taxation, 231; education, 325, 491; small business,
327; agriculture, 977; in Geelong, q 1779. Conduct of
Parliamentary business, 119. Principles, 145.
Legislative program, 209. Standards, 315. Role, 352,
367. Administration, 482. Advertising contracts,
q 1362. Media activities, q 1362, q 2203, 2281, 2287,
q 2311, 2346, 2350, 2351. Preparation of legislation by
private firms, 1488, q 14%. Car fleet, q 1868.
Privatisation program, q 2071. Agenda 21:
announcement, q 2202; projects, q 2202.
Governor, The - Motion for adoption of
Address-in-Reply to speech on opening of
Parliament: debated, 30, 109, 140, 165, 173,203,294,
351,379,386,849;p~nted, 1633.
Grain Industry - Wheat subsidies, 215. Harvests, 369.
Granlin Pty Ltd, 180.
Grantmore Engineering Pty Ltd, q 1746.

Comments of secretary, q 1256, q 1365. Budget,
q 2102, q 2103, q 2104, q 2107.
Health Computing Services Victoria Ltd - Report for
1991-92,1633.
Heinz, H. J., Co. Australia Ltd, 124, 130.
Historic Buildings - Planning controls, q 2107.
Home Energy Advisory Service - Funding, 972, 974,
1219, 1223, 1239, q 1748.
Hospitals - Proposed Epping, 41, 43,125,130,562.
Funding, 178, 184. Dandenong and District, 212,
2168,2171. Kingston day, 213. St Kilda Day, 251, 255.
Medicare agreement, q 293, 361, 849. In northern
suburbs, 297. Essendon campus, Royal Melbourne,
342,347,387,1934,1937. Case-mix funding, q 379,
558,563,850, q 1142, q 1366,2165,2170. Caulfield
General Medical Centre, 394. Waiting lists, q 511,
851. Annual reports, 729, 853. Closures, 852, q 866,
q 1142. Austin, 970. Alfred, 1073, 1078. Mayday Hills
Training Centre, q 1257. In Beechworth, 1324, 1329.
Psychiatric services at Maroondah, 1326, 1330.
Lakeside, q 1364. Box Hill, q 1366, 2280, 2286.
Correspondence of member for Coburg, 1832, 1837.
Wangaratta District Base, 1833, 1838. Echuca
District, 2165, 2170. Sandringham and District
Memorial, 2350, 2355.

Grey Sisten - Funding, 153, q 893, q 2107.
Grievances, 482, 1227.

H

Housing - Self-build schemes, 726. Home
opportunity loans scheme, 1251. Unfulfilled
contracts of OS & C Developments Pty Ltd, 1327,
1331.

Hamilton Water Board, 38, 42.
Handicapped Penons (See "Community Services'')
Health-

DiulJu, - Tuberculosis, q 1643. Meningitis, 1771,
1775.
Drugs - Funding of agencies, 1221, 1224, 1830, 1836.
Ge1Ief'lJl-Services: family planning, 123, 129, 158,
390,402,408,733,739; Essendon maternity, 342,
347, 1934, 1937; provision, 360; for women, 882;
funding of alcohol dependency, 1221, 1224;
privatisation, q 1499. Cancer screening for women,
178, 183. Government policies, 212. Medicare
agreement, q 293, 353, 361, 849, q 1499, 1859.
Aboriginal, 357. Community health centres, 852.
Maternal and Child Health Service, 972.
Non-government organisations, q 1256. National
summit, q 1256, q 1497. United Kingdom Secretary
of State for Health, q 1257. Auditor-General's
report on visiting medical officer arrangements,
1336, q 1364. HIB vaccine, 1771, 1775. Status
report, q 1783. Chiropractors and Osteopaths
Registration Board, 1932, 1936. Welfare funding,
q 2102, q 2103, q 2104, q 2107.
Nursing - Contracts, 178, 184. Professional
standards, 881.
Health and Community Services, Department of Closure of Corio Village office, 181, 186. Annual
reports, 729, 853. Restructure, 850, q 893, q 896.

Industry and Employment DeplJrtment - Advertising contracts, q 1362.
Employment - Wages accord, q 74. In Moorabbin,
155. Victorian Employment Committee, q 164.
Youth Employment Committee, 179, 185. In
Latrobe Valley, 226. Public Service packages, 263.
Programs, 390. JobBank scheme, q 627, q 632,
q 633, q 1966. Western Region Commission, 1490.
Participation rate, 2175.
IndustrilJI Relations - In workplace: justice, 118;
discrimination, 123, 128. Industry development,
147. Employment contracts: for Chief
Commissioner of Police, 144; for women, 177, 182;
for nurses, 178, 184; for Auditor-General and
Ombudsman, q 1136, q 1253; at Lakeside Hospital,
q 1364; in kindergartens, q 1644; in Department of
Business and Employment, q 1745. Refonns, q 199,
337,366. Government policies, 211, q 409,483.
Federal award coverage, q 289, q 293, q 378, q 410,
483, q 1102, q 1105, q 1963. SPC Ltd, 332.
Campbell's Soups Australia, 333. Negotiations,
q 374. Commonwealth-State arrangements, q 375.
Dispute at Salvatore Egg Fann, q 752. Unfair
dismissals, 828,833. Australian Industrial
Relations Commission, q 1641, q 2072. Transport
Workers Union log of claims, 1830, 1835. (See also
"Unions'')
Unemployment - Rate, 120, q 162,329. Youth, 155,
230,559. In Bendigo, 173,355. In Bayswater, 216.
In Essendon, 238. In Ballarat, 239. In Knox, 247. In
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rural areas, 359. Of university graduates, 402.
Statistics, q 861.

crime, proposed changes to the Wills Act, and
directors and managers of insolvent corporations,
1227.

Industry Services - Coode Island chemical storage,
346,349. Chemical fire at Mayne Nickless
warehouse, 854. Occupational health and safety
program for fanners, 1217, 1221. Occupational
Health and Safety Act, q 1645. Asbestos safety
regulations, q 1786.

Leeds Media and Communication Services, 2203,
2281,2287, q 2311, 2346, 2350, 2351.
Legal Aid - Funding, q 200.
Legal Profession - Refonns, 116.

Institute for Susuinable Agriculture - Kyabram
campus, 1931, 1936.

Legislative Council (See ''Parliament'')

Institute of Plant Sciences - Review, q 755.

Liberal Party - Philosophy, 114, 142, 154,203,209,
232,312,387. Election promises, 117, 149.

Institute of Public Affairs - Schooling Victorians
booklet, q 1967, 2038, 2042.

Library Services (See "Local Government'')

International Rotary Convention, q 2105.
International Women's Day, 177, 182.
Italy - Political system, q 1000, 1072.
Ivanhoe-Diamond Valley Centre - Activities, 1770,
1776.

J
Japan - Beef markets, q 865.
Joint Printing Committee - Establishment, 1829.
Joint Sittings of Parliament (See "Parliament")

K
Kryza Cabinets, 1327.
Kyabram Animal and Irrigated Pastures Research
Institute - Funding, 1931, 1936.
Kyabram Farming Services, 178, 184.

L
Lands (See "Conservation and Environment")

Local Government Billiard - Library services, q 160, 166.
Diamond Valley - Disused Eltham aqueduct, 1557,
1560.

Essendon - Debt, 237.
Frankston - Rates, 325. Quayside development, 326.
Geelong - Community consultation on City of
Greater Geelong Bill, 1239.
General - Charges, 330. Superannuation, 620, 624.
Pensioner concessions, 827,831. Amalgamations,
883, 885. Planning appeal rights, 884. State deficit
levy, q 889. School crossing supervisors, 725, 1323,
1328,1490. HIB vaccination program, 1771, 1775.
Kindergarten funding, 1930, 1935.
Heidelberg - Funding for school crossing
supervisor, 725.
Keilor - Service road, 2094, 2097, 2098.
Library Services - Ballarat, q 160, 166.
Moorabbin - Employment opportunities, 155.
Sale - Water responsibilities, 559, 565, 1239.
Sherbrooke - Youth affairs programs, 2094, 2098.
Yarraville -Shopping centre, 2097.
Yarrawonga - Housing blocks, 125, 127.

Local Government (Reporting and Accounting)
Regulations 1992 - Report of Scrutiny of Acts and
Regulations Committee, 1787, 1940.

M

Latrobe Region Water Authority, 1239.
Law Courts -Criminal justice system, 36,109.
Reports: County Court judges, 1991-92, 418;
Supreme Court judges, 1991-92,418; Council of
Magistrates, 2291. Magistrates Court: Melbourne
complex, q 893, q 2313; detennination on
employment contracts, q 1364. Supreme Court
waiting lists, 1591. Comments of judiciary on
women and sexual violence, 1709, 1713. Judicial
in-service programs on sex offences, 1714.
Children's Court, q 1785. (See also
"Attorney-General" and "Police'')
Law Reform Commission - Incomplete references,
30. Abolition, 120, 157. Excesses, q 293. Vic Statutes
project, q 294, q 374, q 375, 400, 403, q 630.

Maccabiah Games, 728, 730.
Manufacturing Industry - Transport costs, 148.
Survey of Australian Chamber of Manufactures,
q 1001, q 1964. Industry assistance, q 2106.
Mayne Nickless Transport Management Warehouse fire, 854.
Meat Industry - Abattoirs, 369. Vaccination against
liver fluke, 401, 403. Grass-fed beef exports, q 865.
Media - Government activities, 2203, 2281, 2287,
q 2311, 2346, 2350.
Medical Panels (See 'WorkCover")

Law Reform Committee - Law Refonn Commission
references,3O. Report on restitution for victims of

Medicare (See "Health'')
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Melbourne Casino (See "Gaming")
Melbourne Home Insulation, Keysborough, 972, 974.
Melbourne Hovercraft Club, 726, 729.

N
National Australia Bank - Quarterly Business Suroey,
q 1137.

Melbourne Water - Relocation of employee, 253, 257.
Debt, q 410. Clearing of tree branches in Knox, 970,
973. River works near Powelltown, 1773, 1776.
Waste water spillage at Black Rock, q 1966, 2040,
2045. Use of Brimbank Park by community
organisations, 2039, 2045. Operation Sewer Safe,
2045, 2288. Sewer collapse in Elsternwick, 2281,
2288. (See also "Water'')

National Road Transport Commission - First annual
report, 202.

Melbourne Wholesale Fruit and Vegetable Market
Trust - Administration, q 1106.

Noxious Weeds - Serrated tussock, 401, 403.

National Tennis Centre Trust - Auditor-General's
report, 569.
Nissan Australia - Closure of Clayton plant, 215.
North Riding Community Action Group, 1934, 1936.

o

Members-

General- Length of speeches, 319, 498.
Appreciation of services of former: Hon. Race
Mathews, 175; Mr M. J. McDonald, 360. Naming
and suspension: of Hon. B. E. Davidson, MLC,
738; Mr Micallef, 1104, 1106, 1120. Conduct, 1110.
Mr Roper: correspondence on hospital services,
1832, 1837; service, 2214. Tourism promotion
through electorate offices, 1933. Use of laptop
computers in Chamber, 2118.
Personal Explanlltions - Mr Stockdale, 809.
Mr Sand on, 1143. Mr Jenkins, 1759. Mr Gude,
1786. Mr Reynolds, 2087. Mr Rowe, 2137.

Obstetric and Paediatric Mortality and Morbidity,
Consultative Council on - Report for 1990, 1501.
Occupational Health and Safety Act - Provisions,
q 1645.
Ombudsman - Employment contracts, q 1136, q 1253.
Reports: investigation of complaint of unjust
dismissal, 1787; for 1991-92, 2175.
Ombudsman, Deputy (Police Complaints) - Report
on alleged suppression of police investigations,
police intelligence and related matters, 1336.

Mental Health (See "Community Services" and
"Hospitals")

Optus Communications - Tower construction, 1772.

Metropolitan Fire Brigades Board (See "Fire Services")

Overseas Projects Corporation of Victoria - Report
for 1991-92, 733.

Mining Industry - Mining in Chiltern Regional Park,
828, 833. Goldmining in Bendigo, q 1138. Quarry in
Keilor, 1219, 1223. Application of Mineral Resources
Development Act, 1220, 1224.
Ministerial Statements - By Mr John, 47, 75.
Ministry, The -Shadow, 409. Premier: wine sales,
495, q 590, q 592, q 594, 620; comments on Italian
political system, q 1000, 1072, 1075. Minister for
Health: remarks, 562, 563; office accommodation,
q 893, q 8%. Minister for Fair Trading: performance,
q 630. Minister for Energy and Minerals: office
accommodation, q 1003, 1236. Former Minister for
Consumer Affairs: refurbishment of office, q 1004.
Former Minister for Police and Emergency Services:
remarks, 1071, 1077, 1143, 1234, 1486, 1709, 1713.
Minister for Industry and Employment:
correspondence with Australian Industrial Relations
Commission, q 1641. Auditor-General's report on
Ministerial portfolios, 1841.
Moira Inc., 148.
Municipal Association of Victoria - State deficit levy
proposal, q 889.
Municipalities (See "Local Government'')

p
Parks - Chiltern Regional, 828, 833. Pine trees in
Dandenong Valley, 970, 973. Kalorama, 1555, 1560.
Brimbank, 2039, 2045.
Parliament -

Business of the House - Programming of Grievance
days, 133,202. Hours of sitting, 371, 1377.
Postponement,394,613,682,1620,2093,2344.
Withdrawal of notices of motion, 835.
Programming, 1501. Parliamentary reform, 1502.

Strategic Management Review of the Parliament of
Victoria, 1502.
Committees - System, 854. Motion for Joint Select
Committee on Parliamentary, 2118.
General- Tabling of reports, 106. Distinguished
visitors, 160,289, 1135, 1253, 1361, 1587, 1865,
2289,2310. Role, q 753. Speaker: election, 853;
dissent from ruling, 2118. Administration, 853.
Photographing of proceedings, 1101. Employment
contracts for Auditor-General and Ombudsman,
q 1136, q 1253. Adjournment debate, 1227.
Abolition of State, 1489. Availability of reports,
1941,1953,2047,2053,2109,2110. Parliamentary
dining room, 2347.
Joint Sittings - Senate vacancy, 1047, 1152, 1305,
1332. Victorian Institute of Marine Sciences,
Swinburne University of Technology, Victoria
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University of Technology, Deakin University,
La Trobe University and Victorian Health
Promotion Foundation, 1047, 1152, 1305, 1332.
Legislative Council - Comments by members in
Assembly Chamber during address by Minister
for Finance: Hon. M. A. Birrell, 737, Hon. D. R.
White, 737.
Questions without Notice -Standing Orders, 289,
370,379. Interruption of proceedings, 1106.
Answers, 1114. Guidelines, 1750.
Urgent Public Questions - Family planning
services, 733. Employment: participation rate, 2175.
Pensioners (See "Senior Citizens'')
Personal Explanations (See "Members'')
Petitions - Sexual abuse of children, 18. Odours from
land fill sites, South Clayton, 18. Human life
experimentation, 18, 836, 897. Disabled children,
funding and staffing, 19. Emergency phonesFrankston-Rosebud freeway, 19. Gardiner Park,
Glen Iris, 19. School closures, 19. Passenger rail
service - Cobram and Seymour, 20. Penalties for
serious sexual offences, 20. State deficit levy, 20, 133,
201,262,569,733,835,897,976,2047,2289. Kilmany
Family Care, 106. Melbourne-Warmambool
passenger train service, 133,201,481. Industrial and
associated legislation, 200, 261,1335. Coode Island
chemical storage facility, 201, 733, 1633. Education
budget, 201. Prostitution Regulation Act 1986,261.
School crossing supervisors - City of Waverley,
261. Newport-Williamstown train service, 261.
Alfred, Royal Southern Memorial and Caulfield
hospitals, 351. Caulfield General Medical Centre,
417. Cuts to education, 417. Community health
funding in West Gippsland, 481. Mobile area
resource centre, 481. Pedestrian crossing in Grange
Road, Glenhuntly,481. Emergency teachers, 481,
733,835, 1079,2289. Amendment of State Deficit
Levy Act, 482. Increase of minimum sentences, 569.
Reintroduction of capital punishment, 569. Institute
of Educational Administration, 634, 835, 897, 975,
1079, 1143, 1501,1563, 1633,2047. School bus
service - Heywood and surrounds, 733. Municipal
amalgamations, 836. University campus at Caloola
Training Centre, 836. Fonner Department of
Planning and Housing, Bendigo, 836. Maffra
Primary School, 897. Tertiary student transport
concessions, 975. R. E. Ross Industrial Centre, 975.
Watsonia North Primary School, 975. Public rent
increase, 975. Vinelander passenger rail service, 976.
Fencing for pools and spas, 976. Pollutants in creeks,
1143. Needs of disabled children, 1335. Macedon
region future water resources, 1335. Funding for
family planning services, 1335, 1841, 1939. Track
closure in Yarra Valley-Gembrook areas, 1563. Mobil
refinery in Williamstown and Altona, 1563. Review
of psychiatric hospitals and community services,
1719. Dimboola-Melbourne rail service, 1786.
Ballarat University College, 1841. Evidence from
ethnic persons, 1939. Protection for transport
accident victims, 1939,2289. Kerang dental clinic,
2047. Sentencing (Amendment) Bill, 2109. Funding
for Myrtleford Primary School, 2109. Essendon and
District Memorial Hospital, 2175. Doveton cluster
welfare service, 2290. Western bypass, 2290.
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Petroleum Products - Fuel prices, 334, 338. Petrol
levy, q 1493, q 1494.
Planning - Proposed chemical warehouse in
Hampton Park, 38, 42, 181, 187. Gisborne planning
scheme amendment, 122, 127, 622, 625, 1829, 1834.
Zoning: of Yarrawonga land, 125, 127; of school
properties, 971, 973; rural in Monbulk, 1625.
Metropolitan area improvement plan, 252, 257.
Appeal rights, 884. Residential developments:
inner-city, q 895; Southbank area, q 2075. Willsmere
Hospital site, q 1139. Mining applications, 1220,
1224. Dual occupancy: in Eltham, 1325, 1331; in
Sandringham, 1558, 1562. Werribee corridor, 1325,
1331. Appointment of selection panels, 1326, 1331.
Western Port, q 1749, 2075. Historic buildings,
q 2107. Rezoning of Laverton properties, 2280, 2286.
Geelong regional growth, q 2311. (See also
"Housing" and ''Local Government'')
Plant Research Institute - Review, 1073, 1077. Seed
testing and certification, 1770, 1774.
Point Gellibrand - Risk study, 1073, 1077.
Police-

Crime - Violence, 230. Public safety, 1626, 1631.
Drug raids, 1773, 1776.
General- Minister's visit to country Victoria, q 16.
Morale, 37, 109. Employment contract for chief
commissioner, 144. Services in Ballarat, 240.
Facilities, 334. Employment contracts, 341, 346.
Presence in Knox, 400, 405, 2354. National Police
Ethnic Advisory Bureau, q 631. Report of Deputy
Ombudsman (Police Complaints), 1336. Traffic
infringement payments, 2166. Escort for cycle race,
2351,2354.
Staff-Participation in political affairs, 1709, 1713.
Alleged brutality, 2279, 2288.
Statiotls -Sunshine, 182. Carrum, 1071, 1077, 1143,
1234, 1486. Mordialloc, 1221, 1222, 1234, 1709,
1713. Moorabbin, 1486. Sandringham, 1487.
Wangaratta, 2096, 2099. Numurkah, 2164. Knox,
2349,2354.
Porter, The Late Hon. Sir Murray, 1.
Ports - Port of Melbourne Authority regulations, 482.
Port of Geelong Authority audit, 1125, 1129.
Poverty Action Program, 220.
Preschools (See "Community Services")
Primary Industries (See "Agriculture")
Printing Committee, Joint - Establishment, 1829.
Prostitution Regulation Act, q 289, 343, 347.
Public Advocate - Portfolio responsibility, 39, 43.
Public Service - Employee relations, 140.
Employment packages, 263. Superannuation, q 409,
q 411, 484, 486, 488, q 507, q 510, q 595, 658, 735, 756,
q 890, q 1103, q 1136, 1245, 1486, 1487, 1488, q 1496,
q 1497, q 1587, q 1588, q 1642, q 1643, q 1783. Senior
career positions for women, q 414,1323,1327.
Voluntary departure packages, q 889, q 890, q 1004.

(12)

INDEX

Industrial action, q 1104, q 1105, q 1587. Private
insurance cover scheme, 1772, 1777. Alleged
disclosure of information by Ministerial assistant,
1931. Auditor-General's report on information
technology, 2175.

Road Safety - Black spot intersection, 1072, 1077.
Motorcycles, q 1749,2205.
Road Safety Committee - Reports: motorcycle safety,
2205.
Roads Corporation -

Public Transport -

Bus Services - Tullamarine, 1710, 1714. Independent
airport operations, 1832, 1839. Pensioner
concessions, 1832, 1839. Relocation of
Mooroolbark stop, 2039, 2044. Proposed
interchange in Footscray, 2044.
Corporation - Voluntary departure packages, 126,
130, q 1964, q 2073, 2348, 2352. Enterprise
bargaining, 305. Staffing, 308, q 1964, 2348, 2352.
Budget deficit, 310. WorkCare claims, 322.
Property management, q 376. Ticket boxes
contract, q 1746. Payment of accounts, q 1746. Staff
uniforms, q 1780. Auditor-General's report,
q 1866. Lists of former employees, q 2073.
Purchase and sale of tow trucks, q 2314. Transit
Community Relations Unit, 2349, 2353.
General - Government policies, 118, 304. Services: in
Craigieburn, 181, 187; in Mill Park, 298; rural, 311,
317; in Keilor, 1558; in Bairnsdale region, 1622,
1628. Reforms, q 194,320, q 415, q 1255, 1715.
MetTicket, 308, q 593, q 1780, q 1866, q 1867.
Senior Citizens Week, 829. St Albans rail
easement, 830, 834. Noise pollution, 1075.
Vandalism, 1558. Ticket inspections, 2040, 2045.
Tottenham railway yards, 2168, 2169. ALP
policies, 2279, 2284, 2347, 2354. Victorian
Commission of Audit report, 2347, 2354. Train
safety education, 2349, 2353.
Rail Services - Closures, 118,305,306. Werribee,
124, 130,474,478, 1557, 1710, 1715. Country, 306,
323,373,379. Underground loop, 306. Vinelander,
881, q 1254, q 1590. Metropolitan, q 894, q 1002.
Rosanna, 969, 974. Stations: Rosanna, 969, 974;
Lalor; 1558, 1561; unmanned, 1772, 1777; Jacana,
1772, 1777; Sunbury, 2167, 2169. Sprinter trains,
1217, 1221. In Altona, 1712, 1716. Crossings:
Werribee, 2040, 2044; Yarraville, 2097; fatalities,
2165,2169. Extension to South Morang, 2164, 2169.
Leongatha, 2282, 2284. V /Line freight costs,
q 2314. Upfield, 2351, 2352.
Tram Services -City circle tram loop, q 1745.

General-Compliance with occupational health and
safety regulations, 1326, 1329. Heavy vehicle
curfews, 1831.
Roads and Highways - In East Gippsland, 122. In
Essendon, 237. South Eastern Arterial sound
barriers, 971, 974. Noise pollution in Laverton,
1075. Domain tunnel and Western bypass projects,
q 1493, q 1494, q 1782, q 2071. Roadworks in
Werribee, 1834, 1839. Western Ring-road, q 1869.
Melrose Drive, Tullamarine, 2094, 2097, 2098. (See
also "Local Government")
Signals and Crossings - Pedestrian crossing for
Grange Road, Glenhuntly, 622, 625. School
crossing supervisors, 725, 1323, 1329, 1490.
Rural Water Corporation - Sunraysia Regional
Management Board, 1833, 1838. Recreational fishing
at Waranga-Mallee water channel, 2348, 2356. (See
also ''Water'')

s
Safety ROPS (Aust.) Pty Lld, 126, 129, 180.
St Kilda Tenants Union - Funding, 2167, 2172.
Scali, McCabe, Sloves Pty Lld, 490.
Scrutiny of Ads and Regulations Committee - Alert
Digest: No. 1,21; No. 2,202; No. 3,418; No. 4, 635;
No. 5, 898; No. 6, 1144; No. 7, 1787; No. 8, 1940,2110;
availability, 1941, 1953, 2047, 2053, 2109, 2110; No. 9,
2205. Statutory Rules Series 1991, 106. Reports: first
cumulative, 418; Port of Melbourne Authority
regulations, 482; on commencement by
proclamation, 898; Local Government (Reporting
and Accounting) Regulations 1992, 1787, 1940.
Activities, q 2310.
SEAS Sapfor Lld, 252, 257.
Senate - Vacancy, 1047, 1152, 1305, 1332.

Pyramid Group, 314.

Q
Questions without Notice (See "Parliament'')

R
Racing (See "Sport, Recreation and Racing'')
Racism - Racial Vilification Bill, q 1102. AFL incident,
1218,1222.
Reid, The Late Hon. Sir George, QC, 3.
Republic Advisory Committee - Review of
Australian Constitution, q 891. Membership, q 1362,
q 1495, 1563. Public debate, q 2101.

Senior Citizens - Concessions, 827, 831, q 1748,
q 1784, 1832, 1839. Senior Citizens Week, 829.
Electricity reconnection services, 2041, 2046.
Sentencing Act - Amendment, q 17.
Shipping - Supertankers, q 1749.
Small Business -

Development Corporation - Abolition, 34, 41, 44,
473,477,502,1771,1776, 1786. Annual report, 106.
General-Government policies, 34,41, 44, 327. In
Ballarat, 223. Encouragement, 229. Liquidation
legislation, 342, 346. State deficit levy anomalies,
344,348. Australian Institute of Family Studies
report, 884.
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Smith, The Late Hon. J. H., 887.

Technical and Further Education (See "Education")

South Gippsland Water Board - Waste discharge,
1074,1078.

Tecoma Area Traffic Calming Residents Group, 1072,
1077.

Sport, Recreation and Racing -

Telecommunications - Optus tower, 1772.

Genertd - Melbourne Hovercraft Club, 726, 729.
Maccabiah Games, 728, 730. School sports, 727,
731, 1127, 1132, 1241. Transfer of funds for
disabled, 1074, 1078. Racist remarks at AFL match,
1218,1222. Achievements of Victorians, 1241.
Aquatic centre at Victoria University of
Technology, 2038, 2043, 2087. Use of Brimbank
Park by community organisations, 2039, 2045.
Melbourne to Ballarat cycle race, 2351, 2354.
RAcing - Impact of Melbourne casino on revenue,
q 1782, q 1870, q 2201. Equine research,
development and veterinary services, 1833, 1838.

Tenancies - Tenancy advice services, 2097, 2167, 2172.
Tendering (See "Government Departments and
Instrumentalities")
Textile Industry - Work practices, 372.
Timber Industry - In East Gippsland, 121.
Sawmilling in Daylesford, 241. Softwood in
south-western Victoria, 252, 257. Victorian
Plantations Corporation, 726, 729. Proposed pulp
and paper mill, 1556, 1561. Logging practices, 2094,
2098. Auditor-General's report on strategy, 2114.

STAR Victorian Action on Intellectually Disabled,
152.

Tips - In South Clayton, 856.

State Bank Victoria -Compensation, q 378. Employee
medical benefits scheme, 826, 830.

Totalizator Agency Board - Deloitte Ross Tohmatsu
report, q 14. (See also "Gaming" and "Sport,
Recreation and Racing")

State Deficit Levy (See ''Taxation'')

Tottenham Language Centre,475, 476.

State Electricity Commission - Charges, 40, 43, 1770,
1774. Restructure, 226. Staffing at Fishermen's Bend
complex, q 1003. Corporatisation, 1079, 1334, 1336,
1348. Electricity supplies to urban subdivisions,
1770,1774. Electricity reconnection services, 2041,
2046. Privatisation of Loy Yang B, q 2071. Morwell
briquette factory, q 2074. Voluntary departure
packages,2095,2099.

Tourism - In Ballarat, 222, 240. Publications: A New
Future for Victorian Tourism, q 1135; Jobs in Tourism,
q 1590. Signage in Dandenong Ranges, 1219, 1222.
Swan Hill Pioneer Settlement, 1559, 1561. Good
Morning America program, q 1588. Promotion
through electorate offices, 1933. Regional tourist
precincts, 2039, 2045.

State Employees Retirement Benefits Board, 1487.

Transport (See "Public Transport" and "Roads")

State Finance (See "Budget")

Turalla Respite Care Service, 180, 186.

u

Sunraysia Youth Accommodation Service, 474, 479.
Superannuation - State schemes, q 409, q 507, q 510,
q 595, q 890, q 1103, q 1136, 1245, 1486, 1487, 1488,
q 1496, q 1497, q 1587, q 1588, q 1642, q 1643, q 1783.
Unfunded liability, q 411, 484,486,488, q 595,
q 1587, q 1588, q 1643. Local government, 620, 624.
Address by Minister for Finance, 658, 735, 756.
Emergency services scheme, q 756. Donoughmore
(UK) report, 1246.
Swan Hill Pioneer Settlement - Management, 1559,
1561.

T
Taxation -

GenerAI- Goods and services tax, 37, 42, 117.
Increased charges, 117. Avoidance, 180.
Government charges, 330.
PAyroll Tax - Fightback agreement, q 70, q 73.
Petrol Levy - Use, q 1493, q 1494.
State Deficit Levy - Relief, 250, 255. Anomalies, 344,
348,401,403. Application: to Golden Beach estate,
475,479; to Yallambie elderly persons village,
1556, 1561. Municipal Association of Victoria
proposal, q 889.

Unemployment (See '1ndustry and Employment")
Unlons-

Australian Services Union - Superannuation
dispute, 620, 624.
GenerAI- Membership, 123, 128,332. Enterprise
bargaining, 124, 130,305. Public transport reform
package, q 415, q 1255, 1715. Public Service
industrial action, q 1104, q 1105, q 1587. Program
of stoppages, q 1493, q 1496.
HeAlth and Community Services Staff
Association - Work practices negotiations, q 629.
State Public Services Federation Victoria Industrial action by prison officers, q 629.
Teacher - Australian Teachers Union: policies, 37,
42; negotiations, q 1365. Victorian Secondary
Teachers Association: industrial action, 343, 344,
347; negotiations, q 1365. Victorian Affiliated
Teachers Federation: negotiations, q 1365.
Victorian Principals Federation: negotiations,
q 1365; support of government reforms, q 1499.
Federated Teachers Union of Victoria:
negotiations, q 1365.
Transport Workers Union - Log of claims, 1830,
1835.
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United Firefighters Union - Activities, q 412, 472,

VlLine (See "Public Transport'')

477,500.

United Nations International Year of Indigenous
Peoples, 356.
Universities (See ''Education'')

v
Vehicle Industry -Closure of Nissan Australia
Clayton plant, 215. Export of fire services
equipment, q 755.
VIC ROADS (See "Roads'')

w
Water - Hamilton Water Board, 38, 42. Impact of
goods and services tax, 38, 42. Proposed widening of
Ruffey Creek, Templestowe, 251, 257. Latrobe
Region Water Authority, 559, 565. Responsibilities of
City of Sale, 559, 565,1239. Waste discharges to
coastal, 1074, 1078. Saline water spill into Barwon
River, 1557, 1560. Lough Calvert drainage scheme,
1557, 1560. Disused Eltham aqueduct, 1557, 1560.
Pensioner concessions, q 1784. Rural services
committees, 1833, 1838. Black Rock treatment plant,
q 1966. (See also ''Melbourne Water" and "Rural
Water Corporation'')

Vic Statutes Project, q 294, q 374, q 375, 400, 403, q 630.
Western Region Commission - Funding, 1490.
Victoria Police (See ''Police'')
Victorian Abattoir and Meat Inspection Authority Report for 1992, 106.

Western Region Tenancy Support Service Funding, 2097.
Wine Industry -In north-eastern Victoria, 372.

Victorian Accident Rehabilitation Council (See
'WorkCover'')
Victorian Chamber of Mines, 1220, 1224.
Victorian Commission of Audit - Chairman, q 861,
q 862, q 864, q 1138, 1227, 1230, 1232. Terms of
reference, q 1589. Report, q 1641, 1645, q 1747,
q 1748, 1841, q 1967,2038,2042,2347,2354.
Unfunded superannuation liability, q 1643.
Comments of Ms Mary Crooks, q 1967,2038,2042.
Victorian Council of Social Service, 152.
Victorian Development Fund, 506, q 508.
Victorian Employment Committee, q 164.
Victorian Family and Children's Services Council,
152.

Victorian Farmers Federation - Occupational health
and safety program, 1217, 1221.
Victorian Fishing Industry Federation - Levy, 1323,

Women's Affairs - Services: family planning, 123,
129, 158,390,402,408,733, 739; Essendon maternity,
342,347,1934,1937; health, 882. Government
policies, 156. Employment contracts, 177, 182.
Cancer screening, 178, 183. Senior career positions in
Public Service, q 414,1323, 1327. Sexual violence,
1709,1713. Offensive advertising, 2280, 2283.
Wool Industry - Assistance for growers, 621, 625.
Collapse in floor price, 1247. Federal assistance,
q 1253, q 1589.
WorlcCare Appeals Board (See 'WorkCover'')
WorlcCover Authority - Report No. 21,482,2044. WorkCare
reports: Accident Compensation Commission,
Medical Panels, Victorian Accident Rehabilitation
Council, WorkCare Appeals Board, 21.
Gtnertd - Rehabilitation, 319. WorkCare claims in
Public Transport Corporation, 322. Cessation of
benefits, 1217, q 1498.

1328.

Victorian Government Major Projects Unit - Report
for 1991-92, 106.
Victorian Health Promotion Foundation - Funding,
504.

Victorian Plantations Corporation - Location, 726,
729.

Victorian Secondary School Sports Association, 727,
731,1127,1241.

Victorian WorlcCover Authority (See 'WorkCover'')
Violence - Public safety, 1626, 1631. Against women,
1709, 1713. Police raids, 1773, 1776. Alleged police
brutality, 2279, 2288.
Vistel Ltd - Report for 1991-92,417.

y
Youth Accommodation Coalition of Victoria, 1713,
1717.

Youth Affairs - Homelessness, 150,474,479,502,559,
564, q 1500, 1713, 1717. Unemployment, 155, 230,
502,559,564. Western suburbs refuge, q 1140. Street
Kids project, q 1500, 1713, 1717. Juvenile offenders,
1711, 1716. Outreachprogram, 1716,2095,2098. (See
also "Community Services'')
Youth Employment Committee, 179, 185.

z
Zoological Board of Victoria - Auditor-General's
report, 569.
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MEMBERS

("q" refers to question without notice)
Andrlanopoulos, Mr (Mill Park)
Address-in-Reply, 295.
Education - Facilities in Mill Park, 1625.
Electorates - Mill Park, 296.
Ethnic Affairs - Abolition of programs, 298, 619.

Business Franchise (Petroleum Products)
(Amendment) Bill, 1592, 1910, 1914.
Debits Tax (Amendment) Bill, 1023.
Economy, The - Fightback package, q 163.
Government policies, 203, 487. Debt management,
q 511,1841.

Ethnic Affairs Commission Bill, 1634, 1645.

Education - Budget, q 290.

Hospitals - Services in northern suburbs, 297.

Electoral - Federal election, 203.

Italy - Political system, 1072.

Employment - Participation rate, 2182.

Ministry, The - Premier's comments on Italian
political system, 1072.
Petitions -State deficit levy, 133.
Points of Order - Tabling of documents, 1653.
Public Transport - In Mill Park, 298. Lalor railway
station, 1558. Vandalism, 1558. Ticket inspections,
2040.

Public Transport Corporation - Voluntary departure
packages, 126.

Financial Institutions Duty (Amendment) Bill, 1048.
Government, The - Economic policies, 203, 487.
Preparation of legislation by private firms, q 1496.
Grievances, 487, 1232.
Land Tax (Amendment) Bill, 1092.
Liberal Party - Philosophy, 203.
Local Government - Superannuation, 620.
Meat Industry Bill, 1274.
Melbourne Casino, q 1780.
Parliament - Questions without notice: answers 1119.

Ashley, Mr (Bayswater)

Pay-roll Tax (Amendment) Bill, 1120.

Address-in-Reply, 213.

Points of Order - Questions without notice: answers
164, 194. Offensive remarks, 511,1970. Scope of
debate, 1042. Unparliamentary expression, 1593.

Agriculture - Subsidies, 215.
Children - Representation at Children's Court, q 1785.
Disability Services - In Bayswater, 214.

Public Service - Superannuation, 488, q 890, q 1103,
q 1136, 1486, q 1496, q 1643, q 1783.

Education -Schools of the Future, q 1254.

Shop Trading (Further Amendment) (Amendment)
Bill, 603.

Electoral - State election, 213.

Stamps (Amendment) Bill, 1595, 1597, 1600.

Electorates - Bayswater, 214.

State Deficit Levy - Anomalies, 401.

Grain Industry - Wheat subsidies, 215.

State Deficit Levy (Amendment) Bill, 1308, 1311.

Hospitals -Case-mix funding, q 379.

Subdivision (Amendment) Bill, 1507.

Law Courts - Representation at Children's Court,
q 1785.
Nissan Australia -Closure of Clayton plant, 215.

Superannuation - Unfunded liability, 488, q 1643.
Local government, 620. State schemes, q 890, q 1103,
q 1136, 1486, q 1496, q 1643, q 1783.

Public Service - Voluntary departure packages, q 890.

Superannuation (Compliance) Bill, 2051, 2291, 2301.

Unemployment - In Bayswater, 216.

Supply (1993-94, No. 1) Bill, 899.

Victorian Commission of Audit - Report, q 1747.

Treasury Corporation of Victoria (Debt Centralisation)
Bill, 1144.

Baker, Mr (Sunshine)

Victorian Commission of Audit - Chairman, q 862,
1232. Terms of reference, q 1589. Unfunded
superannuation liability, q 1643. Report, 1841.

Address-in-Reply,203.
Appropriation (1992-93) Bill, 899.
Audit (Tender Board) Bill, 1764.

Batchelor, Mr (Thomastown)

Australian Services Union, 620.

Address-in-Reply,304.

Barley Marketing Bill, 700.

Appropriation (1992-93) Bill, 1057.

Budget - Treasury bills program, q 412, q 413, q 416.
Cuts, 489. Borrowings, q 511. Victorian Commission
of Audit report, 1841.

Education - Merriang Special Developmental School,
621.
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Marine (Amendment) Bill, 1807.

Brown, Mr (Gippsland West) (Minister for Public
Transport)

Petitions -State deficit levy, 569.

Address-in-Reply,308.

Points of Order - Tabling of petitions, 20.
Adjournment debate: responses to matters raised,
885. Questions without notice: answers 1746.

Australian Labor Party - Record in government,
q 1746, q 1780, q 1866,2044,2169, q 2314. Public
transport policies, 2284, 2354.

Grantmore Engineering Pty Ltd, q 1746.

Public Transport -

Corporation - Enterprise bargaining, 305. Ticket
boxes contract, q 1746. Payment of accounts,
q 1746.
General - Government policies, 304. MetTicket,
q 1866, q 1867.
Rail Services - Closures, 305, 306. Country, 306.
Underground loop, 306. Vinelander, 881, q 1254.
Metropolitan, q 894, q 1002. Werribee, 1710.
State Deficit Levy (Amendment) Bill, 1321.
Supply (1993-94, No. 1) Bill, 1057.
Unions - Enterprise bargaining, 305.

Bildstien, Mr (Mildura)
Address-in-Reply, 319.
Agriculture - Rural assistance, 252. Locust plague,
q 292. Chemicals, 561. Government policies, 977.
Veterinary services to racing industry, 1833.
Animals -Outbreak of disease at Kilmore
thoroughbred stable, 1833.
Australian Labor Party - Federal election campaign,
319.
Barley Marketing Bill, 688, 711.
Chemicals - Agricultural, 561.
Economy, The - Government policies, 320.
Egg Industry (Deregulation) Bill, 1816.
Electoral- Federal election, 319.
Ethnic Affairs Commission Bill, 1638.
Government, The - Policies: economic, 320;
agriculture, 977.
Meat Industry Bill, 1263.
Parliament - Business of the House: postponement,
616.
Petitions - Disabled children - funding and staffing,
19. Human life experimentation, 897. Vinelander
passenger rail service, 976.
Points of Order - Scope of debate, 615. Relevancy of
remarks,1639.
Public Transport - Reforms, 320. Country rail
services, 323.

Budget - Deficit, 310.
Government Employee Housing Authority - Property
management, q 376.
Grantmore Engineering Pty Ltd, q 1746.
Local Government - Funding for school crossing
supervisors, 1329.
Marine (Amendment) Bill, 1091, 1811.
Points of Order - Offensive remarks, 1965. Quoted
documents, 2353.
Port of Geelong Authority - Audit, 1129.
Public Transport -

Bus Services - Tullamarine, 1714. Proposed
interchange in Footscray, 2044. Relocation of
Mooroolbark stop, 2044.
Corporation - Staffing, 308, q 1965,2352. Budget
deficit, 310. Property management, q 376. Ticket
boxes contract, q 1746. Payment of accounts,
q 1746. Staff uniforms, q 1780. Auditor-General's
report, q 1866. Voluntary departure packages,
q 1965, q 2073, 2352. Lists of former employees,
q 2073. Purchase and sale of tow trucks, q 2314.
Transit Community Relations Unit, 2353.
General- In Craigieburn, 187. Reforms, q 195, q 415,
q 1255, 1715. MetTicket, 308, q 593, q 1780, q 1868.
Rural services, 311. Services in Bairnsdale region,
1628. Ticket inspections, 2045. Tottenham railway
yards, 2169. Australian Labor Party policies, 2284,
2354. Train safety education, 2353. Victorian
Commission of Audit report, 2354.
Rail Services - Werribee, 478, 1715. Metropolitan,
q 894, q 1002. Sprinter trains, 1221. Vinelander,
q 1254. In Altona, 1716. Crossings: Werribee, 2044;
fatalities, 2169. Extension to South Morang, 2169.
Sunbury railway station, 2169. Leongatha, 2284.
V/Line freight costs, q 2314. Upfield, 2352.
Tram Services -City circle tram loop, q 1745.
Roads Corporation -

General - Compliance with health and safety
regulations at roadworks, 1329.

Roads and Highways - South Eastern Arterial sound
barriers, 974.

Signals and Crossings - Pedestrian crossing for
Grange Road, Glenhuntly, 625. School crossing
supervisors, 1329.

Public Transport Corporation - WorkCare claims, 322.

Unions - Public transport reform package, q 1255,
1715.

Wool Industry -Assistance for growers, 621.

Victorian Commission of Audit - Report, 2354.

WorkCover - WorkCare claims in Public Transport
Corporation, 322.
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Chairman of Committees, The (Mr J. F. McGrath)
Debate - Reference to debate from same session,
602. Scope, 606, 715, 716, 718. Quoted documents,
723. Use of correct titles, 1520, 1541. Interjections,
1528, 1531, 1532,2077. Unparliamentary
expressions, 1530. Members: to address Chair,
1532; conduct, 1544. Remarks: offensive, 1970,
1992; relevance, 1991,2077.

Rulings ana Statements as Deputy SpeakerDebate - Remarks: relevance, 33,1916; offensive,
1230, 1231, 1234, 1692, 1695, 1696, 1740.
Interjections, 89, 1741, 1744, 1872, 1906, 1914. Use
of correct titles, 307, 308, 390. Quoted documents,
615. Scope,660,I309, 1569, 1694, 1739, 1740, 1742,
1743, 1922,2292,2296. Audibility, 1509.
Admissibility of amendment motion, 1620.
Relevancy of points of order, 1740, 1907.
Unparliamentary expressions, 1741. Members to
address Chair, 1872. References to Public Gallery,
1949.

Clark, Mr (Box Hill)
Appropriation (1992-93) Bill, 918.
Australian Loan Council - Borrowing limits, q 13.
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Estate Agents (Amendment) Bill, 2258, 2265, 2267.
Freedom of Information (Amendment) Bill, 1585.
Gaming Machine Control (Amendment) Bill, 1469.
Grievances, 1245.
Housing - Self-build scheme, 726.
Legal Profession Practice (Guarantee Fund) Bill, 2322.
Local Government (General Amendment) Bill, 2030,
2090,2092.
Meat Industry Bill, 1264, 1279.
Members - Naming and suspension of member for
Springvale, 1108. Use of lap top computers in
Chamber, 2118.
Murray-Darling Basin Bill, 1297.
Mutual Recognition (Victoria) Bill (No. 2),429.
Parliament - Business of the House: programming of
Grievance days, 202; postponement, 396, 1621.
Questions without notice: interruption of
proceedings, 1108; answers, 1116; guidelines, 1750.
Abolition of State body, 1489. Availability of reports,
2110. Motion for Joint Select Committee on
Parliamentary committees, 2118.
Parliamentary Salaries and Superannuation (Basic
Salary) Bill, 441.

Deaths - Hon. Sir George Reid, QC, 7.

Planning - Werribee corridor, 1325.

Gaming Machine Control (Amendment) Bill, 1470.

State Deficit Levy (Amendment) Bill, 1315.

Points of Order - Remarks: relevance, 255; offensive,
1912. Adjournment debate: jurisdiction of matter
raised, 568. Admissibility of motion, 658. Rule of
anticipation, 679. Wording of circulated motion, 739.
Audibility, 1509. References to Public Gallery, 1949.
Bill procedure under section 62 of Constitution Act,
2115. Standing Order No. 173,2115. Scope of debate,
2323.

Supply (1993-94, No. 1) Bill, 918.

Public Service - Superannuation, 756, 1245.

Victorian Commission of Audit - Report, 1850.

Public Transport - Werribee rail service, 124,474,
1557; rail crossings in Werribee, 2040.

Coghill, Or (Werribee)

Scrutiny of Acts and Regulations Committee - Alert
Digest: availability of reports, 2110.

Land Tax (Amendment) Bill, 1098.
Scrutiny of Acts and Regulations Committee - Alert
Digest: availability of reports, 2048.
Sentencing (Amendment) Bill, 1974.

Roads Corporation - Roadworks in Werribee, 1834.

Address by Minister for Finance, 756.
Appropriation (1992-93) Bill, 966.

Sheep Owners Protection (Repeal) Bill, 571.

Appropriation (Parliament 1992-93) Bill, 1548.

Shop Trading (Further Amendment) (Amendment)
Bill, 582.

Barley Marketing Bill, 696, 709, 712.

Speaker, The - Dissent from ruling, 2118.

Business Franchise (Petroleum Products)
(Amendment) Bill, 1912.

State deficit levy, 250.

Children - Ministerial statement on child protection,
65.

Superannuation - Address by Minister for Finance,
756. State schemes, 1245. Donoughmore (UK) report,
1246.

Children and Young Persons (Further Amendment)
Bill,1396.

Supply (1993-94, No. 1) Bill, 966.

City of Greater Geelong Bill, 1167.

Supply (Parliament 1993-94, No.l) Bill, 1548.
WorkCover - Cessation of benefits, 1217.

Corrections (Management) Bill, 874.
Crimes (Criminal Trials) Bill, 2155.
Debits Tax (Amendment) Bill, 1036.

Cole, Mr (Melbourne)

Education - Werribee Grange Secondary College,
1074. Emergency teachers, 1074.

Address by Minister for Finance, 675.

Egg Industry (Deregulation) Bill, 1824.

Appropriation (1992-93) Bill, 922.
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Barley Marketing Bill, 707, 711, 713.

Subordinate Legislation (Amendment) Bill, 1618.

Board of Studies Bill, 1542.

Superannuation - Address by Minister for Finance,
675. State schemes, 1488.

Casino Control (Amendment) Bill, 1429.
Children - Ministerial statement on child protection,
76. Children's Court psychiatric service closure, 159,
165.
Children and Young Persons (Further Amendment)
BiIl,1391.
City of Greater Geelong Bill, 1200.
Commercial Arbitration (Amendment) Bill, 515.
Corrections (Management) Bill, 867,1008,1020.

Supply (1993-94, No. 1) Bill, 922.
Vic Statutes Project, q 374, q 375, 400.

Coleman, Mr (Bennettswood) (Minister for Natural
Resources)
Animals - Duck hunting, 730. Leadbeater's possum,
2098.

Crimes (Criminal Trials) Bill, 2137, 2154, 2155.

Burglar Alarms - Regulation of noise emission, 1630.

Crimes (HIV) Bill, 1871.

Conservation and Environment - Fuel reduction
burning, 128,403. Pollution of Mordialloc Creek,
185. Noxious weed control, 403. Pines Flora and
Fauna Reserve, 833. Proposed Environment
Protection Authority office in western suburbs, 973.
Native forest operations, 1561. River works near
Powelltown, 1776. In Sandringham, 1776.

Education - Flemington High School, 158. Debney
Park High School, 158.
Equal Opportunity (Amendment) Bill, 1859.
Estate Agents (Amendment) Bill, 2257, 2264.
Evidence (Unsworn Evidence) Bill, 1600.
Freedom of Information (Amendment) Bill, 1739,2245,
2250.
Funerals (Pre-Paid Money) Bill, 1926,2007.
Government, The - Preparation of legislation by
private firms, 1488.
Health - Family planning clinics, 158.
Land Tax (Amendment) Bill, 1099.
Law Reform Commission - Abolition, 157. Vic
Statutes project, q 374, q 375,400.
Law Reform Committee - Report on restitution for
victims of crime, proposed changes to the Wills Act
and directors and managers of insolvent
corporations, 1227.

Conservation and Natural Resources, Department of Savings, 128. Compulsory unionism, 128.
Crown Land Acts (Amendment) Bill, 1336, 1504,2120,
2126.
Environment Protection Authority - Proposed office
in western suburbs, 973. Regulation of burglar alarm
emissions, 1630.
Fishing Industry - Abalone poaching, 42. Gippsland
Lakes fishermen, 1328. Recreational use of
Waranga-Mallee water channel, 2356.
Forests (S.E.A.S. Sapfor Ltd Agreement) Bill, 977, 1087,
1795.
Geelong and District Water Board - Black Rock
treatment plant, q 1966, 2045.

Legal Profession Practice (Guarantee Fund) Bill, 2303,
2315.

Hamilton Water Board, 42.

Library services - For Ballarat, 166.

Land (Crown Grants and Reserves) Bill, 262, 382, 766,
769.

Meat Industry Bill, 1269.
Ministry, The - Minister for Fair Trading:
performance, q 630.
Points of Order - Questions without notice: answers
17. Remarks: unparliamentary, 924; offensive, lOOS,
1202, 1696, 1740; relevance, 1991. Scope of debate,
1694. Bill procedure under section 62 of Constitution
Act, 2116. Standing Order No. 173,2116.
Police Regulation (Discipline) Bill, 1693.
Prostitution Regulation Act, 343.
Public Service -Superannllation, 675, 1488.
Racing (Amendment) Bill, 2229.
Republic Advisory Committee - Membership, 1573.
Residential Tenancies (Watt'r and Utilities Charges)
Bill, 2082, 2086, 2087.
Sentencing Act - Amendment, q 17.
Sentencing (Amendment) Bill, 1948,1953.
Shop Trading (Further Ammdment) (Amendment)
Bill, 589, 597.

Land (Amendment) Bill, 1380.

Land (Miscellaneous Matters) Bill, 977, 1088, 1806.
Latrobe Region Water Authority, 565.
Melbourne Hovercraft Club, 729.
Melbourne Water - Relocation of employee, 257. Debt,
q 410. Clearing of tree branches in Knox, 973. River
works near Powelltown, 1776. Black Rock treatment
plant, q 1966,2045. Operation Sewer Safe, 2045,
2288. Use of Brimbank Park by community
organisations, 2045. Sewer collapse in Elsternwick,
2288.
Minerals - Mining in Chiltern Regional Park, 833.
Murray-Darling Basin Bill, 513, 836.
Noxious Weeds - Serrated tussock,403.
Parks - Chiltern Regional, 833. Pine trees in
Dandenong Valley Park, 973. Kalorama, 1560.
Brimbank, 2045.
Points of Order - Scope of debate, 1789.
Residential Tenancies (Water and Utilities Charges)
Bill, 2086, 2087.
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Rural Water Corporation - Sunraysia Regional
Management Board, 1838. Recreational use of
Waranga-Mallee water channel, 2356.
SEAS Sap for Ltd, 257.
Senior Citizens - Concessions, q 1784.
South Gippsland Water Board - Waste discharge,
1078.
Timber Industry - Softwood sawmilling in
south-western Victoria, 257. Victorian Plantations
Corporation, 729. Proposed pulp and paper mill,
1561. Logging practices, 2098.
Unions - Membership, 128.
Victorian Fishing Industry Federation - Levy, 1328.
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Sheep Owners Protection (Repeal) Bill, 575.
Small Business - Liquidation legislation, 342.
State Bank Victoria - Employee medical benefits
scheme, 826.

Rulings "nd St"tements "s Acting Ch"irm"n Debate - Interjections, 1976. Scope, 1979.
Rulings "nd Stlltements liS Acting Spellker Debate - Imputations against members, 440. Calling
of quorums, 586. Interjections, 953. Reading of
speeches, 1054. Offensive remarks, 1054. Scope,
1754,2323,2324.

Victorian Plantations Corporation - Location, 729.
Victorian Plantations Corporation Bill, 1585, 1759,2134,
2137.
Water - Levy, 42. Hamilton Water Board, 42.
Proposed widening of Ruffey Creek, Templestowe,
257. Latrobe Region Water Authority, 565.
Responsibilities of City of Sale, 565. Waste
discharges to coastal waters, 1078. Disused aqueduct
in Eltham, 1560. Saline spill into Barwon River, 1560.
Lough Calvert drainage scheme, 1560. Pensioner
concessions, q 1784. Rural services committees, 1838.
Water (Amendment) Bill, 2193, 2342.

Cunningham, Mr (Melton)
Gaming Machine Control (Amendment) Bill, 1454, 1467.
Fune.rals (Pre-Paid Money) Bill, 2003.
Petitions - University campus at Caloola Training
Centre, 836.
Public Transport -Sprinter trains, 1217.
Racing (Amendment) Bill, 2226.

Rulings "nd Stlltements liS Acting Spellker Debate - Imputations against members, 500.
Interjections, 937. Offensive remarks, 1346.

Cooper, Mr (Morning ton)
Address-in-Reply,242.
Australian Labor Party - Record in government, 244.

Davis, Mr (Essendon)

Caravan Parks and Movable Dwellings (Amendment)
Bill, 1762.

Address-in-Reply,235.
Agenda 21 - Announcement, q 2202. Projects, q 2202.

Children - Ministerial statement on child protection,
93.

Building and Construction Industry - Civic building
projects, q 2202.

City of Greater Geelong Bill, 1181.

Children - Abuse, q 633.

Corporations Law - Liquidations, 342.

Economy, The - Agenda 21 projects, q 2202.

Economy, The -Government policies, 245.

Education - Essendon/East I<eilor District College,
237.

Electoral - State election, 243.
Electorates - Mornington, 242.

Electorates - Essendon, 236.

Ethnic Affairs Commission Bill, 1636.

Essendon, City of - Debt, 237.

Evidence (Unsworn Evidence) Bill, 1609.

Government, The - Agenda 21: announcement,
q 2202; projects, q 2202.

Government, The - Economic policies, 245.
Land (Crown Grants and Reserves) Bill, 770.
Local Government (General Amendment) Bill, 2017.
Members - Naming and suspension of Mr Micallef,
1106.
Parliament - Questions without notice: interruption of
proceedings, 1106.
Petitions - Penalties for serious sexual offences, 20.
Newport-Williamstown train service, 261.
Points of Order - Offensive remarks, 166, 1912. Use of
correct titles, 307, 814. Imputations against
members, 500, 2246. Scope of debate, 1309, 1467.
Adjournment debate: only one matter to be raised,
1712. Seconding of reasoned amendment, 2304.

Petitions -School closures, 19. Essendon and District
Memorial Hospital, 2175. Western bypass, 2290.
Planning - Development of Willsmere Hospital site,
q 1139.
Roads Corporation - Roads in Essendon, 237.
Unemployment - In Essendon, 238.
Victorian Commission of Audit - Report, q 1748.

Dean, Mr (Berwick)
Address-in-Reply,113.
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Animals - Dangerous dogs, q 2204.
Budget - Of fonner government, q 628.
Casino Control (Amendment) Bill, 1432.
Commercial Arbitration (Amendment) Bill, 518.
Economy, The - Activities of union movement, q 1493.
Electorates - Berwick, 113.
Legal Aid - Funding, q 200.
Legal Profession - Refonn, 116.
Liberal Party - Philosophy, 114.
Petitions - Emergency teacher employment, 2289.
Unions - Program of stoppages, q 1493.

Education - Victorian certificate of education, 493.
Schools of the Future program, q 1499. Interest
subsidy program, q 1782.
Education Acts (Teachers) Bill, 2056.
Grievances, 493.
Parliament - Role, q 753.
Petitions - Gardiner Park, Glen Iris, 19.
Public Transport - Refonn, q 194.
Racing (Amendment) Bill, 2217.
Tertiary Education Bill, 167l.
Victorian Principals Federation, q 1499.
Vocational Education and Training (College
Employment) Bill, 781.

Delzoppo, Mr (Narracan) (See "Speaker, The (Hon.
J. E. Delzoppo)'')

Elder, Mr (Ripon)

Dollis, Mr (Richmond)

Education Acts (Teachers) Bill, 2066.

Address-in-Reply, 231.

Institute of Educational Administration (Repeal) Bill,
1733.

Appropriation (1992-93) Bill, 1053.

Library Services - For Ballarat, q 160.

Barro Group Pty Ltd -Gisborne quarry, 122,622,1829.

Points of Order - Quoted documents, 4%, 498.

Board of Studies Bill, 1529.

Board of Studies Bill, 1538.
Dredging - In Western Port, q 1749.
Education - School cleaning contracts, 563, 1126.
Clifton Hill Primary School, 1126. Ballam Park
Primary School, 1126.

Elliott, Mrs (Mooroolbark)

Electoral- Federal election, 231.

Children - Ministerial statement on child protection,
69,75. Preschool education budget, q 291.

Ethnic Affairs Commission Bill, 1635, 1655.
Government, The - Taxation policies, 231.
Land (Crown Grants and Reserves) Bill, 763, 767.
Liberal Party - Philosophy, 232.
Parliament - Business of the House: postponement,
617.
Planning - Gisborne planning scheme amendment,
122,622, 1829.
Points of Order -Sexist language, 617. Imputations
against members, 768. Reading of speeches, 1054.
Remarks: offensive, 1054; veracity, 1132. Reflections
on fonner statutory heads, 1651. Comments of
member for Cranbourne, 2108.
Republic Advisory Committee - Membership, 1582.

Board of Studies Bill, 1539.

Children and Young Persons (Further Amendment)
Bill, 1409.

Corrections - Rehabilitation for drug-dependent
female prisoners, q 634.
Corrections (Management) Bill, 825.
Health - Family planning clinics, 402.
Melbourne Hovercraft Club, 726.
Petitions - Fencing for pools and spas, 976.
Public Transport -City circle tram loop, q 1745.
Relocation of Mooroolbark bus stop, 2039.
Victorian Commission of Audit - Report, q 1967.
Women's Affairs - Family planning clinics, 402.
Prisoners, q 634.

Shipping -Supertankers, q 1749.
Subdivision (Amendment) Bill, 1506, 1507,2157.
Supply (1993-94, No. 1) Bill, 1053.

Finn, Mr (Tullamarine)
Ammunition - Naval storage at Greenvale, 2280.

Doyle, Mr (Malvern)

Appropriation (1992-93) Bill, 963.

Board of Studies Bill, 1520, 1544.

Community Services - Closure of Caloola Training
Centre, 1243.

Children and Young Persons (Further Amendment)
Bill,139O.

Conservation and Environment - Noxious weed
control,401.

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY

(21)

Defence Housing Authority - Rezoning of Laverton
properties, 2280.

Ivanhoe-Diamond Valley Centre - Activities, 1770.

Electorates - Keilor,619.

Local Government - Funding for school crossing
supervisors, 1490.

Grievances, 1243.

Liberal Party - Election promises, 149.

Noxious Weeds -Serrated tussock,4Ot.

Ministry, The - Minister for Health: office
accommodation, q 893, q 896.

Petitions - Essendon and District Memorial Hospital,
2175.
.

Parliament - Business of the House: postponement,
395,614.

Keilor City Council- Service road, 2094.

Planning - Rezoning of Laverton properties, 2280.
Public Transport - MetTicket, q 593. Tullamarine bus
services, 1710.
Public Transport Corporation - Purchase and sale of
tow trucks, q 2314.
Roads Corporation - Melrose Drive, Tullamarine,
2094.

Petitions - State deficit levy, 201, 733. Review of
psychiatric hospitals and community services, 1719.
Funding for family planning services, 184t.
Protection for transport accident victims, 1939,2289.
Points of Order - Quoted documents, 615.
Public Advocate - Portfolio responsibility, 39.
Public Transport - Rosanna railway station, 969.

Supply (1993-94, No. 1) Bill,963.

Roads Corporation - School crossing supervisors,
1490.

Youth Affairs - Western suburbs refuge, q 1140.
Homelessness, q 1500.

Sentencing (Amendment) Bill, 1976.
Shop Trading (Further Amendment) (Amendment)
Bill, 548, 716, 717.

Garbutt, Mrs (Bundoora)

STAR Victorian Action on Intellectually Disabled, 152.
Sunraysia Youth Accommodation Service, 474.

Address-in-Reply, 149.

Supply (1993-94, No. 1) Bill, 940.

Appropriation (1992-93) Bill, 940.

Turalla Respite Care Service, 180.

Children and Young Persons (Further Amendment)
Bill,I381.

Victorian Council of Social Service, 152.

Collective of Self-Help Groups, 1St.
Community Services Children - Ministerial statement on child protection,
52. Mandatory reporting of abuse, 149. Supported
accommodation assistance program, 149,474.
Homeless, 150. Abuse, 1220, 1711. Warrawong
Day Care Kindergarten, 1932.
Disability Services - Turalla Respite Care Service,
180. Regional residential associations, 1249.
Management of residents' funds, 1555.
Ivanhoe-Diamond Valley Centre for intellectually
disabled adults, 1770.
General - Funding: for community groups, 151; for
Collective of Self-Help Groups, 151; welfare,
q 2102, q 2104, q 2107.

Victorian Family and Children's Services Council, 152.
Women's Affairs - Family planning services, 746.
Youth Affairs- Homelessness, 150,474.

Gude, Mr (Hawthorn) (Minister for Industry and
Employment)
Aboriginal Affairs - Alleged police brutality, 2288.
Accident Compensation (WorkCover Insurance) Bill,
1918.
Address by Minister for Finance, 658, 659, 660.
Appropriation (Parliament 1992-93) Bill, 1545.
Audit (Tender Board) Bill, 1082, 1769.
Australasia Marketing Investments - Private
insurance cover scheme, 1777.

Education - Visiting teacher service, 560. School
cleaning contracts, 728. Greenwood Primary School,
728. Voluntary departure packages, 882. Budget,
1128, 1624. Teacher retrenchments, 1128. Bayswater
High School, 1129. Doveton North Primary School,
1129. Watsonia North Primary School, 1129.

Bills - Correction, lOB.

Education Acts (Teachers) Bill, 2065.

Board of Studies Bill, 1508, 1509.

Employment - Participation rate, 2190.

Building and Construction Industry - Tendering
practices, q 2312.

Fitzroy Adventure Playground, 153.
Grey Sisters - Funding, 153, q 893, q 2107.
Grievances, 1249.
Health - Family planning services, 746.
Health and Community Services, Department of Comments of secretary, q 1256, q 1365. Budget,
q 2102, q 2104, q 2107.

Australian Industrial Relations Commission Structure, q 1641, q 2072.

Business and Employment, Department of Employment contracts, q 1745. Private insurance
cover scheme, 1777.
Business Franchise (Petroleum Products)
(Amendment) Bill, 1911.
Club Keno Bill, 2269.
Deaths - Hon. Sir Murray Porter, 2.
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Disability Services - Ivanhoe-Diamond Valley centre,
1776.
Economic Development Committee - Membership,
1005.

University of Technology, Victoria University of
Technology, Deakin University, La Trobe
University and Victorian Health Promotion
Foundation, 1047, 1332.

Economy, The - Wages accord, q 74.

Personal Explanations -Statement in debate, 1786.

Education -Secondary school sports meetings, 731.
Misuse of position by teachers, 1330. Sunbury
Secondary College, 1330.

Points of Order - Tabling of reports, 107. Calling of
quorums, 493. Scope of debate, 715,1568,1756, 1757,
2113,2114. Motions: admissibility, 734, 1565;
wording of circulated, 740. Offensive remarks, 1201,
1330, 1576, 1755, 1771,2257. Comments of member
for Cranbourne, 2108.

Egg and Poultry Industry - Dispute at Salvatore Egg
Farm, q 752.
Equal Opportunity (Amendment) Bill, 1859.
Estate Agents (Amendment) Bill, 2256, 2257.

Police - Employment contracts, 346. Public safety,
1631. Alleged brutality, 2288.

Ethnic Affairs Commission Bill, 1634.

Police Regulation (Discipline) Bill, 1684, 1685.

Freedom of Information (Amendment) Bill, 1757,2239,
2240.

Public Service -Superannuation, 658, 659, 660. Private
insurance cover scheme, 1777.

Government Departments and Instrumentalities Defence force reserve volunteers, 403. Tendering
processes, 2351.

Public Transport - St Albans rail easement, 834.
Stations: Rosanna, 974; Lalor, 1561; vandalism, 1561;
unmanned, 1777; Jacana, 1777.

Government, The - Media activities, 2351.

Racing (Amendment) Bill, 2239.

Home Energy Advisory Service - Funding, 974.

Republic Advisory Committee - Membership, 1575.

Hospitals - Lakeside, q 1364.

Sentencing (Amendment) Bill, 1941, 1942.

Industry and Employment-

Shop Trading (Further Amendment) (Amendment)
Bill,588.

Employment - Wages accord, q 74. Victorian
Employment Committee, q 164. Youth
Employment Committee, 185. Job Bank scheme,
q 627, q 632, q 633. Participation rate, 2180.
Industrial Relations - Federal award coverage, q 289,
q 293, q 378, q 410, q 1106. Commonwealth-State
arrangements, q 376. Dispute at Salvatore Egg
Farm, q 752. Unfair dismissals, 833. Employment
contracts: at Lakeside Hospital, q 1364; Australian
Industrial Relations Commission, 1641, q 2072.
Department of Business and Employment, q 1745.
Transport Workers Union log of claims, 1835.

Small Business - State deficit levy anomalies, 348.
Small Business Development Corporation Restructure, 1776, 1786.
Stamps (Amendment) Bill, 1594, 1595.
State Deficit Levy - Anomalies, 348.
State Deficit Levy (Amendment) Bill, 1307, 1308.
Superannuation - Address by Minister for Finance,
658,659,660.
Supply (Parliament 1993-94, No. 1) Bill, 1545.

Ivanhoe-Diamond Valley Centre - Activities, 1776.

Tattersall Consultations (Reporting) Bill, 2333.

Joint Printing Committee - Establishment, 1829.

Tertiary Education Bill, 1662.

Law Courts - Determination of Magistrates Court on
employment contracts, q 1364.

Transport Workers Union - Log of claims, 1835.

Law Reform Commission - Vic Statutes project, 403.
Leeds Media and Communication Services, 2351.
Melbourne Home Insulation, Keysborough, 974.

Vic Statutes Project, 403.
Victoria Racing Club (Amendment) Bill, The, 2333.
Victorian Employment Committee, q 164.
Violence - Public safety, 1631. Alleged police
brutality,2288.

Members - Naming and suspension: of Hon. B. E.
Davidson, MLC, 738; of member for Springvale,
1104.

Youth Employment Committee, 185.

Ministry, The - Minister for Industry and
Employment: correspondence with Australian
Industrial Relations Commission, q 1641.

Haermeyer, Mr (Yan Yean)

Overseas Projects Corporation of Victoria - Report for
year 1991-92, 733.

Appropriation (1992-93) Bill, 1067.

Parliament-

Community Services - Funding of services in
north-eastern suburbs, 1934.

Business of the House - Programming of Grievance
days, 133, 137. Programming, 1501. Parliamentary
reform, 1502. Strategic Management Review of the
Parliament of Victoria, 1503. Postponement, 2093,
2344.

Joint Sittings -Senate vacancy, 1047, 1332. Victorian
Institute of Marine Sciences, Swinburne

Education - School closures, 1125. Emergency
teachers at Panton Hill Primary School, 2281.
Egg Industry (Deregulation) Bill, 1818.
Eltham Foodshare Network, 1934.
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Fire Services - Shelter at Panton Hill Primary School,
2281.
Hospitals - Proposed for Epping, 41, 125, 562.

Local Government (General Amendment) Bill, 2029.
Marine (Amendment) Bill, 1810.
Meat Industry Bill, 1260.

Local Government - Funding for school crossing
supervisors, 1323.

Murray-Darling Basin Bill, 1301.

Ministry, The - Remarks of Minister for Health, 562.

Parliamentary Salaries and Superannuation (Basic
Salary) Bill,464.

North Riding Community Action Group, 1934.
Parliamentary Salaries and Superannuation (Basic
Salary) Bill, 463.
Points of Order - Reading of speeches, 1068.
Reflections on members, 1234.
Public Transport - In Craigieburn, 181. Extension of
railway line to South Morang, 2164.
Roads Corporation - School crossing supervisors,
1323.
Shop Trading (Further Amendment) (Amendment)
Bill, 542, 609.
Supply (1993-94, No. 1) Bill, 1067.
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Points of Order - Offensive remarks, 1193, 1346.
Police - Alleged brutality,2279.
Racism - AFL incident, 1218.
Sport, Recreation and Racing - Racist remarks at AFL
match, 1218.
State Deficit Levy - Application to Yallambie elderly
persons village, 1556.
State Electricity Commission - Restructure, 226.
Corporatisation, 1344.
Supply (1993-94, No. 1) Bill, 933.
Tertiary Education Bill, 1663, 1679, 1680, 1681.
Vic~orian

Plantations Corporation Bill, 2131.

Violence - Alleged police brutality, 2279.
Hamilton, Mr (Morwell)
Aboriginal Affairs - Compassionate leave for Koori
prisoner, 826. Racist remarks at AFL match, 1218.
Alleged police brutality, 2279.
Address-in-Reply, 224.
Agriculture -

Department -Government policies, 989. Budget,
2041.

General- Benalla regional veterinary laboratory,
2097.
Appropriation (1992-93) Bill, 933.
Australian Football League - Racist remarks at match,
1218.
Barley Marketing Bill, 682, 687, 705, 706, 707, 708, 712.
Board of Studies Bill, 1523.
Children - Kindergarten funding, 1930.
City of Greater Geelong Bill, 1193.
Commonwealth-State Relations, 227.
Crimes (HIV) Bill, 1886.
Crown Land Acts (Amendment) Bill, 2124.
Dairy Industry - Deregulation, 225.
Education - Tertiary education in rural Victoria, 39,
266. Maffra Primary School, 1128. Tubbut Primary
School, 1624. Teachers in remote areas, 1624.
Goongerah Primary School, 2166. Teacher housing
in remote areas, 2166.
Education Acts (Teachers) Bill, 2062, 2078, 2079, 2081.
Education, Department of - Directorate of School
Education, q 2074.
Egg Industry (Deregulation) Bill, 1368, 1813.
Employment - In Latrobe Valley, 226.
Energy - Toora wind farm project, 561.
Forests (S.E.A.S. Sapfor Ltd Agreement) Bill, 1791.

Vocational Education and Training (College
Employment) Bill, 772, 808, 809.

Hayward, Mr (Prahran) (Minister for Education)
Australian Labor Party - Record in government, 1627.
Board of Studies Bill, 512, 611, 1517.
Education -

Department - Budget, q 376, q 893, 1627. Carmichael
competen~ project allocations, 476. Voluntary
departure packages, q 1004. Directorate of School
Education, q 629, q 630, q 634, q 863, q 2075.
General-School closures, 138,254, q 415, q 754,
q 755, q 865, 1131, q 1135, q 1139. Literacy
standards, 254. South-Eastern Corridor Education
Task Force, 254. School cleaning contracts, 348,
565, 1132. Work experience, 348, 405. School Safe
program, 405. Kalparri program, 476. Tottenham
Language Centre, 476. School councils, 624.
Directorate of School Education consultancies,
q 629, q 630, q 634, q 863. School sports, 1132.
School retention rate, 1133. Schools of the Future,
q 1254, q 1499. School grounds maintenance,
q 1255. Superannuation contributions, q 1497,
q 1642. Assistance for deaf students, 1627. Role of
school principals, 1627, 1713, q 2073. Interest
subSidy program, q 1782. Teaching of Indonesian
language, q 1785.
School Education - Reorganisation of schools, 42.
Redbank Primary School, q 291, q 292. Parkdale
Secondary College, 347. Sunbury Secondary
College, 348. Bairnsdale Primary School, q 377.
Lakes Entrance Primary School, 404. Oberon High
School, 564. Doncaster Park Primary School, 565.
Merriang Special Developmental School, 624.
Clifton Hill Primary School, 1132. Maffra Primary
School, 1132. Barwon Valley School, q 1255.
Kennington Primary School, 1627. Tubbut
Primary School, 1627. Facilities in Mill Park, 1627.
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Taylors Lakes Secondary College, 1628. Merger of
Banyule and Rosanna East high schools, q 1870.
Knox Gardens Primary School, q 2313.
Teachers - Emergency, q 291, q 292, q 377, 404, 565,
q 628, 1132, q 1136, q 1140, q 2313. Industrial
action, 347. Misuse of position, 348. Staffing, q 755.
Retrenchments, 1132. Negotiations, q 1365. In
remote areas, 1627. (See also "Unions'')
Education Acts (Teachers) Bill, 1257, 1350,2069,2078,
2079,2080,2081.
Institute of Educational Administration (Repeal) Bill,
976, 1082, 1735, 1736.

Henderson, Mrs (Gee long)
Children - Child-care services, 1711.
Children and Young Persons (Further Amendment)
Bill,1394.
City of Greater Geelong Bill, 1165.
Education - Industrial action by teachers, 344. Deakin
University, Geelong campus, q 1779.
Energy - Gas prices, q 754.
Funerals (Pee-Paid Money) Bill, 1996.
Gas and Fuel Corporation - Gas prices, q 754.

Public Service - Voluntary departure packages,
q 1004. Superannuation, q 1497, q 1642.

Government, The - Policies in Geelong, q 1779.

Superannuation - State schemes, q 1497, q 1642.

Institute of Educational Administration (Repeal) Bill,
1723.

Tertiary Education Bill, 977, 1083, 1679, 1680, 1681, 1682.
Unions - Australian Teachers Union: policies, 42;
negotiations, q 1365. Victorian Secondary Teachers
Association: industrial action, 347; negotiations,
q 1365. Victorian Principals Federation: negotiations,
q 1365; support for government reforms, q 1499.
Federated Teachers Union of Victoria: negotiations,
q 1365. Affiliated Teachers Federation: negotiations,
q 1365.
Vocational Education and Training (College
Employment) Bill, 262, 381, 807, 808, 809.

Health - Tuberculosis, q 1643.

Petitions - Melbourne-Warrnambool passenger train
service, 133,481. Emergency teachers, 481, 835.
Institute of Educational Administration, 835.
Planning - Geelong regional growth, q 2311.
Tourism - A New Future for Victorian Tourism, q 1135.
Unions - Industrial action by teachers, 344.

Honeywood, Mr (Warrandyte)
Crown Land Acts (Amendment) Bill, 2122.

Heffeman, Mr (Ivanhoe) (Minister for Small Business,
and Minister responsible for Youth Affairs)

Deaths - Hon. Sir George Reid, QC, 8.

Address-in-Reply, 327.

Employment - Participation rate, 2188.

Australian Labor Party - Record in government, 327.

Ethnic Affairs Commission Bill, 1635, 1651.

Economy, The - Fightback package, q 71.

Economy, The - Bankruptcies,33O.

Land (Miscellaneous Matters) Bill, 1805.

Electorates - Ivanhoe, 327.

Points of Order - Tabling of documents, 1653, 1656.
Relevancy of remarks, 1655.

Government, The - Small business policies, 327.
Grievances, 502.

Victorian Employment Committee, q 164.

Local Government - Charges, 330.
Parliamentary Salaries and Superannuation (Basic
Salary) Bill, 456.

Hyams, Mr (Dromana)

Points of Order - Unparliamentary expressions, 564.
Scope of debate, 716, 1043.

Address-in-Reply, 206.

Sherbrooke, Shire of - Youth affairs programs, 2098.

Australian Chamber of Manufactures - Survey, q 1001.
Budget, The - Deficit, 208.

Shop Trading (Further Amendment) (Amendment)
Bill, 109, 172,599,724.

Electorates - Dromana, 206.

Small Business -

Government Departments and Instrumentalities Tendering processes, q 2103.

Development Corporation - Abolition, 44, 477, 502.
General- Government policies, 327

Health - Auditor-General's report on visiting medical
officer arrangements, q 1364.

Taxation - Government charges, 330.

Law Reform Commission - Excesses, q 293.

Unemployment - Levels, 329.

Petitions - Emergency phones - Frankston-Rosebud
freeway, 19. Emergency teachers, 835.

Youth Affairs - Homelessness, 502, 564, q 1500.
Unemployment, 502, 564. Western suburbs refuge,
q 1140. Street Kids program, q 1500. Outreach
programs, 2098.

Victorian Commission of Audit - Report, 1855.

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY
Jasper, Mr (Murray Valley)

Police - Escort for cycle race, 2351.

Address-in-Reply, 370, 379.

Police Regulation (Discipline) Bill, 1705.

Agriculture - In north-eastern Victoria, 372, 379.
Occupational health and safety program for farmers,
1217. Clover growers, 1770. Seed testing and
certification, 1770.

Small Business - In Ballarat, 223.

Dairy Industry - Dairy Week, 473.
Education - School cleaning contracts, 346. School
councils, 620. Tungamah Primary School, 1624.
Electorates - Murray Valley, 372.
Government Employee Housing Authority - Review
of properties, 1624.
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Sport, Recreation and Racing - Melbourne to Ballarat
cycle race, 2351.
State Electricity Commission - Morwell briquette
factory, q 2074.
Tourism - In Ballarat, 222.
Vehicle Industry - Exports of fire services equipment.,
q755.
Victorian Commission of Audit - Report, q 1641.

Hospitals - Wangaratta District Base, 1833.
Industry Services - Occupational health and safety
program for farmers, 1217.
Murray-Darling Basin Bill, 1285.
Mutual Recognition (Victoria) Bill (No. 2),420.
Parliament - Hours of sitting, 371. Questions without
notice: Standing Orders, 370.
Petitions - Passenger rail service - Cobram and
Seymour, 20.
Planning - Zoning of Yarrawonga land, 125.
Police - Complexes: for Wangaratta, 2096; for
Numurkah,2164.
Public Transport - Country rail services, 373.
Agreement with railway unions, 379.
Shop Trading (Further Amendment) (Amendment)
Bill, 538.
Stamps (Amendment) Bill, 1598.
Textile Industry - Work practices, 372.
Unemployment - Rate, q 162.
Victorian Farmers Federation - Occupational health
and safety program, 1217.
Vocational Education and Training (College
Employment) Bill, 792.
Wine Industry - In north-eastem Victoria, 372.
Yarrawonga - Housing blocks, 125.
Rulings and St/dements as Acting SpeakerDebate - Offensive remarks, 2257.

John, Mr (Bendigo East) (Minister for Community
Services)
Aboriginal Affairs - United Nations International
Year of Indigenous Peoples, 356. Royal Commission
into Aboriginal Deaths in Custody, 356. Land rights,
356. Health, 357. Funding equity, 358. Criminal
justice system, 1130. Racist remarks at AFL match,
1222.
Address-in-Reply,355.
Australian Labor Party - Record in government,
q 2105.
Barwon Information Network, 1935.
Children and Young Persons (Further Amendment)
Bill, 969, 1005, 1420.
Citizens Advice Bureaux - Funding, 1935.
Community Services Children - Ministerial statement on child protection,
47. Preschool education budget, q 291. Abuse,
q 633. Foster care services for disabled, q 865.
Kindergartens: employment contracts, q 1644;
funding, 1935; Warrawong Day Care, 1935. Child
care, 1717. Representation at Children's Court,
q 1785.
Disability Services - Turalla Respite Care Service,
186. Foster care for children, q 865. Funding, 1078.
Management of residents' funds, 1559. Mayday
Hills Training Centre, 1935.
General - Supported accommodation assistance
programs, 479, 1717. Programs in Keilor Downs,
479. Neighbourhood houses, 1935. Funding: of
services in north-eastern suburbs, 1936; welfare,
q 2105; of Grey Sisters, q 2108.

Jenklns, Mr (Ballarat West)
Address-in-Reply,221.
Board of Studies Bill, 1543.
Electorates - Ballarat West, 221, 223.

Corrections - Juvenile offender program, 1716.
Electorates - Bendigo East, 355.
Eltham Foodshare Network, 1936.
Funerals (Pre-Paid Money) Bill, 1306, 2006, 2007, 2008.

Fire Services -Country Fire Authority: vehicle
manufacturing, q 755.

Grey Sisters - Funding, q 2108.

Hospitals - Waiting lists, q 511.

Health - Aboriginal, 357. Welfare funding, q 2105,
q 2108.

Personal Explanations - Correction of division lists,
1759.
Petitions - Institute of Educational Administration,
1563.

Health and Community Services, Department of Closure of Corio Village office, 186. Restructure,
q 896. Budget, q 2108.
Historic Shipwrecks (Amendment) Bill, 1859,2008.
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Industry and Employment - Kindergarten
employment contracts, q 1644.
Law Courts -Children's Court, q 1785.
Ministerial Statements - Child protection, 47.
Ministry, The - Minister for Health: office
accommodation, q 896.
North Riding Community Action Group, 1936.

Freedom of Information - Limitation by government,
143. Fightback package analysis, q 161. Release of
documents, 483.
Freedom of Information (Amendment) Bill, 1584, 1743,
1751,2240.
Government Departments and Instrumentalities Tendering processes, q 1362, q 2203, q 2311, 2346.

Parliament - Business of the House: postponement,
397,614.

Government, The - Industrial relations policies, q 409,
483. Administration, 482. Advertising contracts,
1362. Media activities, q 2203, q 2311, 2346.

Points of Order - Unparliamentary expressions, 1717.

Grievances, 482, 1227.

Public Advocate - Portfolio responsibility, 43.

Hospitals - Lakeside, q 1364.

Racism - AFL incident, 1222.

Industry and Employment -

Sport, Recreation and Racing - Transfer of funds for
disabled, 1078.

Department - Advertising contracts, q 1362.
Employment - Public Service packages, 263. JobBank

Sunraysia Youth Accommodation Service, 479.

scheme, q 627, q 632, q 633, q 1966. Participation
rate, 2175.
Industrial Relations - Employment contracts: for
Chief Commissioner of Police, 144; for
Auditor-General and Ombudsman, q 1136, q 1253;
Lakeside Hospital, q 1364; Department of Business
and Employment, q 1745. Federal award coverage
for public sector employees, q 289, q 293, q 378,
q 410, 483, q 1105, q 1963. Government policies,
q 409, 483. Dispute at Salvatore Egg Farm, q 752.
Australian Industrial Relations Commission,
q 1641.

Turalla Respite Care Service, 186.
Unemployment - In Bendigo, 355.
Youth Affairs - Homelessness, 479,1717. Youth
Outreach program, 1716. Juvenile offenders, 1716.
Street Kids project, 1717. Youth Accommodation
Coalition of Victoria, 1717.

Kennan. Mr (Broad meadows) (Leader of the
Opposition from 22 March)
Address by Minister for Finance, 660, 662, 756.
Address-in-Reply,14O.
Advertising - Government contracts, q 1362.
Appropriation (1992-93) Bill, 1474, 1477.
Auditor-General- Employment contract, q 1136,.
q 1253.
Australian Industrial Relations Commission Structure, q 1641.
Business and Employment, Department of Employment contracts, q 1745. (See also '1ndustry
and Employment'')
Casino Control (Amendment) Bill, 1426.
Constitution, Australian - Review, q 891,1563,1567,
q 2101.
Corrections - Prison administration, 142.

Interpretation of Legislation (Amendment) Bill, 758,
759,7&J.
Law Courts - Determination of Magistrates Court on
employment contracts, q 1364.
Leeds Media and Communication Services, 2203,
q 2311, 2346.
Liberal Party - Philosophy, 142.
Manufacturing Industry - Industry assistance, q 2106.
Media - Government activities, 2203, q 2311, 2346.
Melbourne Casino, q 1779, q 1785, q 2199, q 2201.
Members - Naming and suspension of Mr Micallef,
1106,1111. Conduct, 1111.
Ministry, The -Shadow, 409. Premier: wine sales,
q 590, q 592, q 594. Minister for Industry and
Employment: correspondence with Australian
Industrial Relations Commission, q 1641.

Crimes (Amendment) Bill, 2193.

Mutual Recognition (Victoria) Bill (No. 2),419.

Deaths - Hon. J. H. Smith, 887.

Ombudsman - Employment contract, q 1136, q 1253.

Docklands Authority (Amendment) Bill, 1796.

Parliament - Business of the House: programming of
Grievance days, 134; postponement, 2344. Questions
without notice: interruption of proceedings, 1106;
answers, 1114. Joint sittings: Senate vacancy, 1332;
Victorian Institute of Marine Sciences, Swinburne
University of Technology, Victoria University of
Technology, Deakin University, La Trobe University
and Victorian Health Promotion Foundation, 1332.
Availability of reports, 2048, 2111.

Economy, The - Fightback package, q 73, q 161.
Management, 484. Investment in Victoria, q 2106.
Education - Emergency teachers, 1126. Parkdale
Primary School, 1126. Banksia Primary School, 1126.
Meadow Heights Primary School, 1126. Role of
school principals, 1622, 1708.
Egg and Poultry Industry - Dispute at Salvatore Egg
Farm,q 752.
Electoral- Federal election, 482.
Employment - Public Service packages, 263.

Parliamentary Salaries and Superannuation (Basic
Salary) Bill, 434.
Petitions -State deficit levy, 897. Protection for
transport accident victims, 2289.
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Petroleum Products - Petrol levy, q 1493, q 1494.

Constitution, Australian - Review, q 891, q 1495.

Points of Order - Questions without notice: answers,
12, 13,70,71,414,416,510,593,632,2073; scope, 193;
not to be debated, 1138. Unparliamentary
expressions, 564. Address by Minister for Finance,
737. Offensive remarks, 1118, 1231, 1576, 1692, 1695.
Scope of debate, 1569. Comments of member for
Cranbourne, 2108. Adjournment debate: attendance
of Minister, 2351. Quoted documents, 2354.

Deaths - Hon. Sir Murray Porter, 1. Hon. Sir George
Reid, QC, 3. Hon. J. H. Smith, 887.

Police - Employment contract for chief commissioner,
144.
Police Regulation (Discipline) Bill, 1706.

Economy, The - Benefit of Premier's overseas mission,
q 11. Fightback package, q 71, q 194, q 196. Debt
management, q 411, q 1641. Reform, q 592. Survey
on manufacturing activity, q 1001, q 1964. National
Australia Bank QlUlrterly Business Survey, q 1137.
Activities of union movement, q 1493, q 1496.
Agenda 21 projects, q 2202.
Education - Deakin University, Geelong campus,
q 1779.
Elgas Ltd - Purchase of Heatane gas division, q 2071.

Public Service - Employee relations, 140. Employment
packages, 263. Superannuation, 484, q 507, q 510,
660,662,756, 1487, q 1587, q 1588. Voluntary
departure packages, q 889.

Ethnic Affairs - Programs, 623.

Racism - Racial Vilification Bill, q 1102.

Ethnic Affairs Commission Bill, 976, 1080, 1635, 1661.

Republic Advisory Committee - Review of Australian
Constitution, q 891. Membership, 1563, 1567. Public
debate, q 2101.

Freedom of Information - Release of documents, 485.
Gas and Fuel Corporation - Sale of Heatane gas
division, q 2071.

Roads Corporation - Domain tunnel and Western
bypass projects, q 1493, q 1494, q 1782, q 2071.
Western Ring-road, q 1869.

Government Departments and Instrumentalities Female appointments, q 414. Tendering processes,
q 1362, q 2203, 2287, q 2312.

Scrutiny of Acts and Regulations Committee - Alert
Digest: availability of reports, 2048, 2111. Activities,
q 2310.

Government, The - Policies: industrial relations, q 409;
in Geelong, q 1779. Media activities, q 1362, q 2203,
2287, q 2312. Privatisation program, q 2071. Agenda
21: announcement, q 2202; projects, q 2202.

Sentencing (Amendment) Bill, 1942, 1970.
Superannuation - Unfunded liability, 484, q 1587,
q 1588. State schemes, q 507, q 510, q 1587, q 1588.
Address by Minister for Finance, 660, 662, 756.
Supply (1993-94, No. 1) Bill, 1474,1477.
Taxation - Petrol levy, q 1493, q 1494.
Victorian Commission of Audit -Chairman, q 861,
q 864, q 1138, 1227. Report, 1848.

Employment - JobBank scheme, q 1966.

Grievances, 485.
Hospitals - Proposed Epping, 563.
Industrial Relations - Negotiations, q 374.
Government policies, q 409. Federal award
coverage, q 1102, q 1963. Employment contracts: for
Auditor-General and Ombudsman, q 1136, q 1253.
Industry and Employment, Department ofAdvertising contracts, q 1362.
Italy - Political system, q 1000, 1075.

KenneH, Mr (Burwood) (Premier, and Minister for
Ethnic Affairs)
Advertising - Government contracts, q 1362.
Agenda 21 - Announcement, q 2202. Projects, q 2202.
Appropriation (1992-93) Bill, 1475.
Auditor-General - Employment contract, q 1136,
q 1253.
Australian Chamber of Manufactures - Survey,
q 1001, q 1964.
Australian Labor Party - Record in government,
q 1362.
Budget - Autumn economic statement, q 411.
Victorian Commission of Audit report, q 1641.
Building and Construction Industry - Civic building
projects, q 2202.
City of Greater Geelong Bill, 757, 837, 1204, 1207, 1208,
1209, 1210, 1212, 1214, 1215, 1216.
Commonwealth Grants Commission - Grant
relativities, q 627.
Commonwealth-State Relations - Government
relationships, q 2200.

Leeds Media and Communication Services, q 2203,
2287, q 2312.
Library Services - For Ballarat, q 161.
Local Government - Superannuation, 624. Municipal
amalgamations, 885. State deficit levy, q 890.
Manufacturing Industry - Survey of Australian
Chamber of Manufactures, q 1001, q 1964.
Media - Government activities, q 1362, q 2203, 2287,
q 2312.
Melbourne Casino, q 1779, q 2199.
Ministry, The - Minister for Health: remarks, 563.
Premier: wine sales, q 591, q 592, q 594, 624;
comments on Italian political system, q 1000, 1075.
Municipal Association of Victoria -State deficit levy
proposal, q 890.
Mutual Recognition (Victoria) Bill, 30, 433.
Mutual Recognition (Victoria) Bill (No. 2), 108, 167.
National Australia Bank - QlUlrterly Business Survey,
q 1137.
Ombudsman - Employment contract, q 1136, q 1253.
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Parliament - Role, q 753. Employment contracts for
Auditor-General and Ombudsman, q 1136, q 1253.
Parliamentary Salaries and Superannuation (Basic
Salary) Bill, 108, 168,469.
Planning - Geelong regional growth, q 2311.

Points of Order - Statements in debate, 166.
Documents: tabling, 344; quoted, 723. Questions
without notice: answers, 409, 508. Address by
Minister for Finance, 736. Naming and suspension
of member of Legislative Council, 738. Adjournment
debate: responses to matters raised, 885. Offensive
remarks, 892, 893,1081. Pecuniary interests of
members, 1215.
Public Service - Superannuation, q 411, 486, q 507,
q 510, q 1103. Female appointments, q 414.
Voluntary departure packages, q 889. Industrial
action, q 1104.

Petroleum Products - Fuel prices, 334.
Police - Facilities, 334.
Police Regulation (Discipline) Bill, 1703.
Tertiary Education Bill, 1675.
Unions - Membership, 332.
Vocational Education and Training (College
Employment) Bill, 803.

Kimer, Ms (Williamstown) (Leader of the Opposition
until 22 March)
Address-in-Reply,386,

Board of Studies Bill, 1517.

Racial Vilification Bill, q 1102.

Deaths - Hon. Sir Murray Porter, 1. Hon. Sir George
Reid,QC,4.

Republic Advisory Committee - Review of Australian
Constitution, q 891. Membership, q 1362, q 1495.

Economy, The - Fightback package, q 70, q 160, q 193,
q 196. Economic rationalism, 388.

Scrutiny of Acts and Regulations Committee Activities, q 2310.

Education - Joseph Banks Secondary College, 387.
Carmichael competency project allocations, 472.
School retention rate, 1129.

Shop Trading (Further Amendment) (Amendment)
Bill,721.

Electoral - Federal election, 386.

State Deficit Levy - Municipal Association of Victoria
proposal, q 890.

Employment - Public Service packages, 283.
Programs, 390.

State Electricity Commission - Privatisation of Loy
Yang B, q 2071.

Health - Family planning clinics, 390. Women, 882.

Subordinate Legislation (Amendment) Bill, 385.

Institute of Educational Administration (Repeal) Bill,
1729.

Superannuation - Unfunded liability, q 411,486. State
schemes, q 507, q 510, q 1103. Local government, 624.
Supply (1993-94, No. 1) Bill, 1475.
Unemployment -

Rates, q 162. Statistics, q 861.

Unions - Australian Services Union, 624. Public
Service industrial action, q 1104, q 1105. Program of
stoppages, q 1493, q 1496.
Victorian Commission of Audit - Report, q 1641, 1645.
Wool Industry - Federal assistance, q 1253.

Hospitals - Essendon campus, Royal Melbourne, 387.

Law Courts - Comments of judiciary on women and
sexual violence, 1709.
Legal Profession Practice (Guarantee Fund) Bill, 2318.
Liberal Party - Philosophy, 387,
Murray-Darling Basin Bill, 1289.
Mutual Recognition (Victoria) Bill (No. 2), 168,424.
Payroll Tax - Fightback agreement, q 70.
Petitions - Institute of Educational Administration,
1501. Mobil refinery in Williamstown and Altona,
1563.

Kilgour, Mr (Shepparton)

Point Gellibrand - Risk study, 1073.

Address-in-Reply, 331.

Points of Order - QuestiOns without notice: answers,
71.

Ambulance Services - In Goulburn Valley, 1831.
City of Greater Geelong Bill - Community
consultation, 1239.
Corrections - Prison security, 334.
Corrections (Management) Bill, 1012.
Economy, The - Management, 331.
Education - Tertiary education in rural Victoria, 334.
Electorates - Shepparton, 331.
Fair Trading - Fuel prices, 334.
Industrial Relations - SPC Ltd, 332.
Meat Industry Bill, 1267.
Petitions -Cuts to education, 417.

Public Service - Employment packages, 283. Senior
career positions for women, 1323.
Public Transport - Fatalities at railway crossings, 2165.
Vocational Education and Training (College
Employment) Bill, 788.
Women's Affairs - Family planning clinics, 390.
Health services, 882. Senior career positions in
Public Service, 1323. Sexual violence, 1709.
Youth Employment Committee, 179.
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Leigh, Mr (Mordialloc)

Leighton, Mr (Preston)

Address-in-Reply, 299.
Advertising - Activities of former government, 489.

Accident Compensation (WorkCover Insurance) Bill,
1905,1919.

Ambulance Services - Metropolitan, 250.

Appropriation (1992-93) Bill, 1064.

Australian Labor Party - Record in government, 299,
489, 1236, 1486,2166. Leadership, 302. Public
transport policies, 2279.

Australian Industrial Relations Commission Structure, q 2072.

Children - Ministerial statement on child protection,
101.

Building and Construction Industry - Report of
Economic Development Committee, 2290.

Conservation and Environment - Pollution of
Mordialloc Creek, 179.

Children and Young Persons (Further Amendment)
Bill,1405.

Education - Industrial action by teachers, 343.
Parkdale Secondary College, 343.

Club Keno Bill, 2270.

Electoral- Nunawading Province re-election, 300.
Electorates - Mordialloc, 299.
Employment - Participation rate, 2192.
Ethnic Affairs Commission Bill, 1637.
Freedom of Information (Amendment) Bill, 1752,2249.
Gaming Machine Control (Amendment) Bill, 1471.
Government Departments and InstrumentalitiesTendering processes, 2166.

Appropriation (Parliament 1992-93) Bill, 1550.

City of Greater Geelong Bill, 1195.
Corrections (Management) Bill, 857, 1009, 1017, 1019,
1021.
Debits Tax (Amendment) Bill, 1033.
Economic Development Committee - Reports:
Victorian building and construction industry, 2290.
Education - In north-western suburbs, 33. Northlands
Secondary College, 33. St Bernadette's Primary
School, 725. Misuse of position by teachers, 1324.
Sunbury Secondary College, 1324.

Grievances, 489, 1234.

Estate Agents (Amendment) Bill, 2259.

Ministry, The - Remarks of former Minister for Police
and Emergency Services, 1071, 1234, 1486, 1709.

Gaming Machine Control (Amendment) Bill, 1455,
1462,1468.

Parliament - Adjournment debate, 1227.

Government, The - Open government, 33.

Petitions - Industrial and associated legislation, 261.
Pollutants in creeks, 1143. Institute of Educational
Administration, 1143.

Heidelberg, City of - Funding for school crossing
supervisors, 725.

Planning - Appointment of selection panels, 1326.
Points of Order - Matters raised: admissibility, 41;
appropriateness, 620. Attendance of member at
Community Development Committee, 448. Quoted
documents, 562. Calling of quorums, 586. Scope of
debate, 606, 1740,2241. Pecuniary interests, 924.
Reading of speeches, 1054, 1070. Reflections on
members, 1234. Reference to debate of same session,
1324. Televising of proceedings, 1471, 1472.
Attendance of Ministers at adjournment debate,
1489.

Industrial Relations - Unfair dismissals, 828.
Mayday Hills Training Centre, 1933.
Members - Conduct, 1112. Naming and suspension of
Mr Micallef, 1112.
Parliamentary Salaries and Superannuation (Basic
Salary) Bill, 436.
Points of Order - Tabling of reports, 106. Remarks:
unparliamentary,328; relevance, 1639, 1907;
offensive, 1771. Calling of quorums, 586. Order of
call, 617. Division on question, 679. Scope of debate,
715,716,718. Questions without notice: not to be
debated,1141.

Police - Station for: Carrum, 1071, 1234, 1486;
Mordialloc, 1221, 1234, 1709; Moorabbin, 1486.
Activities of officers in political affairs, 1709.

Sentencing (Amendment) Bill, 1982.

Public Transport - ALP policies, 2279.

Shop Trading (Further Amendment) (Amendment)
Bill, 527, 601, 723.

Scali, McCabe, Sloves Pty Ltd, 490.

Small Business -

Shop Trading (Further Amendment) (Amendment)
Bill, 606.

Development Corporation - Abolition, 34, 41, 473,

State Deficit Levy (Amendment) Bill, 1310.

General - Government policies, 34. State deficit levy

Unemployment - Youth, 559.

1771. Annual report, 106.
anomalies, 344.

Unions - Industrial action by teachers, 343. Transport
Workers Union log of claims, 1830.

State Deficit Levy - Anomalies, 344.

Youth - Homelessness, 559. Unemployment, 559.

Superannuation (Compliance) Bill, 2296.
Supply (1993-94, No. 1) Bill, 1064.
Supply (Parliament 1993-94, No. 1) Bill, 1550.
Supported Accommodation Assistance Program, 1713.
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Youth Affairs - Homelessness, 1713. Youth
Accommodation Coalition of Victoria, 1713.

Lupton, Mr (Knox)
Address-in-Reply, 246, 294.

Loney, Mr (Geelong North)

Agriculture - Proposed institute for horticultural
development, q 755.

Air Services - Avalon airport upgrade, 402.

Australian Labor Party - Record in government, 247.
Federal election, 247.

Appropriation (1992-93) Bill, 945.

Economy, The -Government policies, 247.

Barley Marketing Bill, 694.

Electorates - Knox, 246.

Barwon Infonnation Network, 1931.

Institute of Plant Sciences - Review, q 755.

Board of Studies Bill, 1532.

Petitions - Amendment of State Deficit Levy Act, 482.

Children - Ministerial statement on child protection,
90.

Planning - Residential developments in Southbank
area, q 2075.

Children and Young Persons (Further Amendment)
Bill, 1410, 1414.

Police - Presence in Knox, 400, 2349.

Citizens Advice Bureaux - Funding, 1931.

Public Service - Superannuation, q 595.

City of Greater Geelong Bill, 1161, 1207, 1211.
Corrections - Use of Geelong gaol site, 1769.

State Electricity Commission - Staffing at Fishennen's
Bend complex, q 1003.

Corrections (Management) Bill, 871.

Superannuation - Unfunded liability, q 595.

Crown Land Acts (Amendment) Bill, 2125.

Unemployment - In Knox, 247.

Police Regulation (Discipline) Bill, 1704.

Education -Institute of Educational Administration,
880.

Education Acts (Teachers) Bill, 2058.
Estate Agents (Amendment) Bill, 2261.
Ethnic Affairs - Interpreting services, 1124.
Evidence (Unsworn Evidence) Bill, 1611.
Financial Counselling and Consumer Infonnation
Service, Geelong, 2278.
Health and Community Services, Department of Closure of Corio Village office, 181.
Institute of Educational Administration (Repeal) Bill,
1725.
Land (Crown Grants and Reserves) Bill, 765.
Local Government (General Amendment) Bill, 2020.
Parliamentary Salaries and Superannuation (Basic
Salary) Bill, 459.
Petitions - Coode Island chemical storage facility, 733,
1633. Municipal amalgamations, 836. Institute of
Educational Administration, 1633.
Police - Traffic infringement payments, 2166.
Racing (Amendment) Bill, 2222.

McArthur, Mr (Monbulk)
Children - Ministerial statement on child protection,
86. Funding for early childhood field officer, 1488.
Conservation and Natural Resources, Department of Compulsory unionism, 123.
Education - Budget, q 893.
Electoral - Removal of election sign, 562.
Funerals (Pre-Paid Money) Bill, 2000.
Government Departments and Instrumentalities Defence force reserve volunteers, 399.
Health - United Kingdom Secretary of State for
Health, q 1257. National summit, q 1497.
International Rotary Convention, q 2105.
Local Government - Pensioner concessions, 827.
Meat Industry Bill, 1277.
Melbourne Water - River works near Powelltown,
1773.
Parks - Kalorama, 1555.

Senior Citizens - Electricity reconnection services,
2041.

Petitions - Education budget, 201. Track closure in
Yarra Valley-Gembrook areas, 1563. Institute of
Educational Administration, 2047.

Shop Trading (Further Amendment) (Amendment)
Bill, 549, 717, 718.

Planning - Rural zoning in Monbulk, 1625.

State Deficit Levy - Application to Golden Beach
estate, 475.

Senior Citizens - Concessions, 827.

Road Safety - Black spot intersections, 1072.

State Electricity Commission - Electricity reconnection
services, 2041.

Sherbrooke, Shire of - Youth affairs programs, 2095.

Supply (1993-94, No. 1) Bill, 945.

Tourism -Signage in Dandenong Ranges, 1219.

Tertiary Education Bill, 1673.

Unions - Membership, 123.

Vocational Education and Training (College
Employment) Bill, 196.

Tecoma Area Traffic Calming Residents Group, 1072.

Victorian Development Fund, q SOB.
Youth -Outreach programs, 2095.

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY
McGill, Mn (Oakleigh)
Children - Foster care services for disabled, q 865.
Education - Teaching of Indonesian language, q 1785.
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Business Franchise (Petroleum Products)
(Amendment) Bill, 1909, 1910, 1913.
Chemicals - Agricultural, 567.

Ind ustrial Relations - Commonwealth-State
arrangements, q 375.

Dairy Industry - Productivity, 368. Pasture
production, 369, q 1784. Dairy Week, 477.
Development initiatives, 626. Investment, q 1784.
Funding of research institutes, 1936.

Members - Appreciation of services of former: Hon.
Race Mathews, 175.

Egg Industry (Deregulation) Bill, 1258, 1367, 1368, 1827,
1828.

Electorates -Oakleigh, 175.

Public Service - Female appointments, q 414.

Electorates - Wimmera, 368. Keilor, 625.
Food Development Authority, 626.

McGrath, Mr J. F. (Warmambool)
Address-in-Reply,315.

Food Processing Industry - H. J., Heinz Co. Aust. Ltd,
130.
Freedom of Information (Amendment) Bill, 2247.

Agriculture - Funding, 318, 499.

Fruit and Vegetable Industry - Melbourne Wholesale
Fruit and Vegetable Market Trust, q 1106.

Australian Labor Party - Record in government, 316,
499.

Grain Industry - Harvests, 369.

Budget - Debt management, 499.

Grievances, 1247.

Government, The - Role, 367.

Children - Ministerial statement on child protection,
56.

Heinz, H. J. CO. Aust. Ltd, 130.

Dairy Industry - Productivity, 318, 499.

Institute for Sustainable Agriculture - Kyabram
campus, 1936.

Economy, The - Management, 317.

Institute of Plant Sciences - Review, q 755.

Fishing Industry - Abalone poaching, 40.

Japan - Beef markets, q 865.

Grievances, 498.

Kyabram Animal and Irrigated Pastures Research
Institute, 1936.

Members - Length of speeches, 319, 498.
Petitions - Melbourne-Warmambool passenger train
service, 201. Dimboola-Melbourne rail service, 1786.

Land Tax (Amendment) Bill, 682.

Public Transport - Rural services, 317.

Meat Industry - Abattoirs, 369. Vaccination against
liver fluke, 403. Grass-fed beef exports, q 865.

WorkCover - Rehabilitation, 319.

Meat Industry Bill, 757, 841, 1278, 1280.

(See also "Chairman of Committees, The'')

Melbourne Wholesale Fruit and Vegetable Market
Trust - Administration, q 1106.
Murray-Darling Basin Bill, 613.

McGrath, Mr W. D. (Wimmera) (Minister for
Agriculture)

Parliament - Business of the House: programming of
Grievance days, 139; postponement, 613, 617.

Address-in-Reply,367.

Plant Research Institute - Review, 1077. Seed testing
and certification, 1774.

Agriculture -

Department -Objectives, 369. Veterinary services to
racing industry, 1838. Funding of research
institutes, 1936.
Generlll- Rural assistance, 259. Locust plague, q 292.
Pasture production, 369, 1077, q 1784. Vaccination
against liver fluke, 403. Chemicals, 567. Proposed
institute for horticultural development, q 755,
1077. Government policies, 995. Regional
Veterinary Laboratory at Baimsdale, 1717. Clover
growers, 1774. Seed testing and certification, 1774.

Public Transport - Independent airport bus
operations, 1839.
Racing Industry - Equine research, development and
veterinary services, 1838.
Roads Corporation - Roadworks in Werribee, 1839.
Senior Citizens - Concessions, 1839.
Sheep Owners Protection (Repeal) Bill, 576.
Supply (1993-94, No. 1) Bill, 937.
Supply (Parliament 1993-94, No. 1) Bill, 1553.
Unions - Enterprise bargaining, 130.

Animals - Liver fluke in sheep and cattle, 403.
Dangerous dogs, 730, 2204. Outbreak of disease at
thoroughbred stable, Kilmore, 1838.

Victorian Abattoir and Meat Inspection AuthorityReport for 1992, 106.

Appropriation (1992-93) Bill, 937.

Wool Industry - Assistance for growers, 625. Collapse
in floor price, 1247. Federal assistance, q 1589.

Appropriation (Parliament 1992-93) Bill, 1553.
Barley Marketing Bill, 109, 169,703,705,706,707,708,
709,712,713,714.
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McLellan, Mr (Franks ton East)
Address-in-Reply, 228.
Building and Construction Industry - Tendering
practices, q 2312.
Conservation and Environment - Pines Flora and
Fauna Reserve, 828.
Economy, The - Government policies, 229.
Education - Monterey Secondary College, 2i9.
Electorates - Frankston East, 228.

amendment, 127,625, 1834. Zoning: of Yarrawonga
land, 127; of school properties, 973. Metropolitan
area improvement plan, 257. Residential
developments: inner-city, q 895; Southbank area,
q 2075. Willsmere Hospital site, q 1139. Mining
applications, 1224. Dual occupancy: in Eltham, 1331;
in Sandringham, 1562. Werribee corridor, 1331.
Appointment of selection panels, 1331. Western
Port, q 1749. Historic buildings, q 2107. Rezoning of
Laverton properties, 2286.
Point Gellibrand - Risk study, 1977.

Government, The - Economic policies, 229. Car fleet,
q 1868.
Police - Violence, 230.

Points of Order - Tabling of reports, 108. Wording of
circulated motion, 739. Questions without notice:
answers, 866. Offensive remarks, 1004, 1193, 1346.
Unparliamentary expressions, 1741.

Public Transport - Reforms, q 1255.

Public Service - Industrial action, q 1104.

Small Business - Encouragement, 229.

Republic AdviSOry Committee - Membership, 1580.

Unemployment - Youth, 230.

Roads Corporation - Melrose Drive, Tullamarine,
2098.

Unions - Public transport reform package, q 1255.
Youth - Unemployment, 230.

Scrutiny of Acts and Regulations Committee Reports: Local Government (Reporting and
Accounting) Regulations 1992, 1940.
Shipping - Supertankers, q 1749.

Maclellan, Mr (Pakenham) (Minister for Planning)

Subdivision (Amendment) Bill, 1336, 1505, 1506,2158.

Air Services - Avalon airport upgrade, 405.

Supply (1993-94, No. 1) Bill, 1473.

Ammunition - Naval storage at Greenvale, 2286.

Unions - Public Service industrial action, q 1104.
Victorian Chamber of Mines, 1224.

Appropriation (1992-93) Bill, 1473.
Barro Group -Gisborne quarry, 127, 625, 1834.
Business of the House - Postponement, 394, 397.
Caravan Parks and Movable Dwellings (Amendment)
Bill, 977,1085,1763.

Victorian Government Major Projects Unit - Report
for 1991-92,106.
Yarrawonga - Housing blocks, 127.

Chemicals - Proposed Hampton Park warehouse, 42.
Defence Housing Authority - Rezoning of Laverton
properties, 2286.
Docklands Authority (Amendment) Bill, 1258, 1369,
1799.

Dredging -In Western Port, q 1749.

McNamara, Mr (Benalla) (Deputy Premier, Minister for
Police and Emergency Services, Minister for
Corrections, and Minister for Tourism)
Aboriginal Affairs - Compassionate leave for Koori
prisoner, 832.
Australian Labor Party - Record in government,
q 2101.

OS & C Developments Pty Ltd - Unfulfilled contracts,
1331.
Education - Zoning of school properties, 973.

Community Services - Welfare funding, q 2102.

Gaming Machine Control (Amendment) Bill, 1464, 1467.

Constitution, Australian - Review, 1571, q 2101.

Historic Buildings - Planning controls, q 2107.

Corrections-

Housing - Unfulfilled contracts of OS & C
Developments Pty Ltd, 1331.
Keilor, City of - Service road, 2098.
Local Government (General Amendment) Bill, 1258,
1370,1372,2036,2087,2088,2089,2090,2091,2092.
Local Government (Reporting and Accounting)
Regulations 1992 - Report of Scrutiny of Acts and
Regulations Committee, 1940.
Mining Industry - Application of Mineral Resources
Development Act, 1224.

General- Rehabilitation for drug-dependent female
prisoners, q 634. Compassionate leave for Koori
prisoner, 832. Offences of Correctional Services
Division employee, q 863.
Prisons - Security, q 10, q 12, q 14, q 15. Industrial
action by officers, q 629. Sale, 1222. Fairiea, 1562.
Use of Geelong site, 1776. Administration, q 2075.
Corrections (Management) Bill, 262, 383, 878,1014,
1018, 1020, 1021, 1023.
Deaths - Hon. Sir George Reid, QC,S. Hon. J. H.
Smith, 888.

Parliament - Business of the House: hours of sitting,
1377.

Drugs - Police raids, 1776.

Planning - Proposed Hampton Park chemical
warehouse, 42. Gisborne planning scheme

Economy, The - Fightback package, q 70, q 160.
Investment in Victoria, q 2107.

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY
Emergency Services Superannuation Scheme, q 756.

Violence - Police raids, 1776.

Emergency Services Superannuation (Special
Payments) Bill, 1940,2049.

Women's Affairs - Prisoners, q 634.

Employment - Public Service packages, 272.
Fire Services - Funding, q 412, 476. Country Fire
AuthOrity: vehicle manufacturing, q 755.

Marple, Ms (Altona)

Good Morning America Program, q 1588.

Advertising - Offensive, 2280.

Government Departments and Instrumentalities Tendering processes, q 210t.

Agriculture -Government policies, 999.

Health - Welfare funding, q 2102.
Health and Community Services, Department of Budget, q 2102.

Animals - Duck hunting, 727. Leadbeater's possum,
2094.
Appropriation (1992-93) Bill, 930.

International Rotary Convention, q 2105.

Australian Institute of Family Studies - Report on
small business, 884.

Manufacturing Industry - Industry assistance, q 2107.

Barley Marketing Bill, 692.

Ministry, The - Remarks of former Minister for Police
and Emergency Services, 1077.
Payroll Tax - Fightback agreement, q 70.
Points of Order - Questions without notice: answers,
70,71; scope, 193. Admissibility of urgency motion,
1564. Offensive remarks, 1695.
Police-

Crime - Drug raids, 1776.
General - Minister's visit to country Victoria, q 16.
Presence in Knox, 405, 2354. National Police
Ethnic Advisory Bureau, q 632. Escort for cycle
race, 2354.
Staff - Participation of officers in political affairs,
1713.
Stations - For Carrum, 1077. For Mordialloc, 1222,
1713. Wangaratta, 2099. Knox, 2354.
Police Regulation (Discipline) Bill, 977, 1090, 1685.
Public Service - Employment packages, 272.
Superannuation, q 1587, q 1588. Industrial action,
q 1587.
Public Transport - Vinelander, q 1590.
Republic Advisory Committee - Membership, 157t.
Public debate, q 210t.

Board of Studies Bill, 1527.
Children - Ministerial statement on child protection,
100.
Children and Young Persons (Further Amendment)
Bill, 1401.
City of Greater Geelong Bill, 1188.
Conservation and Environment - Fuel reduction
burning, 398. Native forest operations, 1556.
Conservation and Natural Resources, Department ofSavings, 123.
Crimes (HIV) Bill, 1884.
Crown Land Acts (Amendment) Bill, 2120.
Forests (S.E.A.S. Sapfor Ltd Agreement) Bill, 1787.
Funerals (Pre-Paid Money) Bill, 2001.
Goods and Services Tax, 37.
Hamilton Water Board, 38.
Health - Family planning services, 75t.
International Women's Day, 177.
Land (Amendment) Bill, 1378.
Minerals - Mining in Chiltern Regional Park, 828.
Murray-Darling Basin Bill, 1280, 1283.

Road Safety - Motorcycles, q 1750.

Parks - Chiltern Regional, 828.

Sheep Owners Protection (Repeal) Bill, 471, 514, 577.

Parliamentary Salaries and Superannuation (Basic
Salary) Bill, 468.

Sport, Recreation and Racing - Melbourne to Ballarat
cycle race, 2354.
Superannuation - Emergency services scheme, q 756.
State schemes, q 1587, q 1588. Unfunded liability,
q 1587, q 1588.
Swan Hill Pioneer Settlement - Management, 1561.
Tourism - Publications: A New Future for Victorian
Tourism, q 1135; Jobs in Tourism, q 1590. Signage in
Dandenong Ranges, 1222. Swan Hill Pioneer
Settlement, 1561. Good Morning America program,
q 1588. Regional tourist precincts, 2045.
Unions - United Firefighters Union, q 412, 477. State
Public Services Federation Victoria, q 629. Health
and Community Services Staff Association, q 629.
Vehicle Industry - Exports of fire services equipment,
q755.
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Petitions - Industrial and associated legislation, 200.
Sentencing (Amendment) Bill, 2109.
Points of Order - Offensive remarks, 1683, 2242.
Public Transport - Noise pollution, 1075. Rail services
in Altona, 1712. Train safety education, 2349. Transit
Community Relations Unit, 2349.
Racing (Amendment) Bill, 2227.
Roads Corporation - Noise pollution in Laverton,
1075. Compliance with occupational health and
safety regulations for roadworks, 1326.
Rural Water Corporation - Sunraysia Regional
Management Board, 1833.
Senior Citizens -Concessions, q 1784.
Sentencing (Amendment) Bill, 1987.
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Shop Trading (Further Amendment) (Amendment)
Bill, 720.
Small Business - Australian Institute of Family
Studies report, 884.

Unions - Enterprise bargaining, 124.
Rulings IInd Stlltements liS Acting Sp~IIk~r -

Debate -Scope, 1043.

Supply (1993-94, No. 1) Bill, 930.
Timber Industry - Proposed pulp and paper mill,
1556. Logging practices, 2094.
Victorian Plantations Corporation Bill, 2130.
Vocational Education and Training (College
Employment) Bill, 783.
Water - Hamilton Water Board, 38. Pensioner
concessions, q 1784. Rural services committees, 1833.
Women's Affairs - Family planning services, 751.
Offensive advertising, 2280.

Mlcallef, Mr (Springvale)
Accident Compensation (WorkCover Insurance) Bill,
1377, 1895, 1919.
Address-in-Reply,209.
Appropriation (1992-93) Bill, 952.
Appropriation (Parliament 1992-93) Bill, 1551.
Asbestos - Safety regulations, q 1786.
Australasia Marketing Investments - Private
insurance cover scheme, 1772.

Maughan.. Mr (ROOney)

Business and Employment, Department of - Private
insurance cover scheme, 1772.

Address-in-Reply,335.

Children - Ministerial statement on child protection,
96.

Agriculture, Department of - Funding of research
institutes, 1931.
Appropriation (1992-93) Bill, 948.
Australian Labor Party - Record in government, 335.
Children - Ministerial statement on child protection,
98. Immunisation program, 1771.

Children and Young Persons (Further Amendment)
Bill, 1419.
Club Keno Bill, 2274.
Crimes (HIV) Bill, 1888.
Economy, The -Government policies, 211.

Children and Young Persons (Further Amendment)
Bill, 1399.

Electoral- Federal election, 209,210,212.

Dairy Industry - Funding of research institutes, 1931.

Employment - Participation rate, 2186.

Economy, The -Government policies, 336.

Gaming Machine Control (Amendment) Bill, 1456,
1462,1471.

Education - Budget, 337.
Electorates - Rodney, 338.
Fishing Industry - Recreational use of
Waranga-MaUee water channel, 2348.
Fuel- Prices, 338.
Government, The - Economic policies, 336.
Health - HIB vaccine, 1771.
Heinz, H. J., CO. Australia Ltd - Dandenong factory,
124.
Hospitals -Case-mix funding, 2165. Echuca District,
2165.
Industrial Relations - Reforms, 337.
Institute for Sustainable Agriculture - Kyabram
campus, 1931.
Kyabram Animal and Irrigated Pastures Research
Institute - Funding, 1931.
Kyabram Farming Services, 178.

Electorates - Dromana, 209; Springvale, 210.

Government, The - Legislative program, 209, 211, 212.
Policies: economic, 211; industrial relations, 211;
health, 212.
Health - Government policies, 212.
Hospitals - Dandenong and District, 212. Kingston
day, 213.
Industrial Relations -Government policies, 211.
Industry Services -Occupational Health and Safety
Act, q 1645. Asbestos safety regulations, q 1786.
Liberal Party - Philosophy, 209.
Meat Industry Bill, 1273.
Mutual Recognition (Victoria) Bill (No. 2), 427.
Occupational Health and Safety Act - Provisions,
q 1645.
Parliament - Business of the House: postponement,
616.

Mutual Recognition (Victoria) Bill (No. 2), 425.

Parliamentary Salaries and Superannuation (Basic
Salary) Bill, 447.

Parliament - Business of the House: postponement,
616.

Petitions - State deficit levy, 133,262.

Petitions - Increase of minimum sentences, 569.
Reintroduction of capital punishment, 569. Former
Department of Planning and Housing, Bendigo, 836.
Institute of Educational Administration, 1501.
Supply (1993-94, No. 1) Bill, 948.

Points of Order - Adjournment debate:
appropriateness of matter raised, 563.
Unparliamentary expressions, 564. Remarks:
offensive, 893, 1081,2042; relevance, 1651, 1991;
veracity, 1652. Questions without notice: answers
1498.

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY
Public Service - Private insurance cover scheme, 1772.

Napthine, Or (Portland)

Shop Trading (Further Amendment) (Amendment)
Bill, 586, 719.

Aboriginal Affairs - Criminal justice system, 1127.

Superannuation (Compliance) Bill, 2298.
Supply (1993-94, No. 1) Bill,952.
Supply (Parliament 1993-94, No. 1) Bill, 1551.
Vocational Education and Training (College
Employment) Bill, 799.
WorkCover -Cessation of benefits, q 1498.
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Address by Minister for Finance, 672.
Agriculture - Horticultural research, 1073. Pasture
production, 1073.
Appropriation (1992-93) Bill, 1482.
Barley Marketing Bill, 710.
Commonwealth-State Relations - Medicare
agreement, 1859.
Conservation and Environment - Fuel reduction
burning, 123.

Mildenhall, Mr (Footscray)
Casino Control (Amendment) Bill, 1433.
Chemicals - Storage, 346.
City of Greater Geelong Bill, 1177.
Club Keno Bill, 2273, 2278.
Debits Tax (Amendment) Bill, 1043.
Disability Services - Funding, 1074.
Education - Tottenham Language Centre, 475. School
sports, 727, 1241.
Environment Protection Authority - Proposed office
in western suburbs, 971.
Fair Trading - Footscray regional office, 827, 884.
Gaming Machine Control (Amendment) Bill, 1452,
1460,1461.

Education - Sunbury Secondary College, 345. Misuse
of position by teachers, 345.
Forests (S.E.A.S. Sapfor Ltd Agreement) Bill, 1790.
Health - Family planning services, 749.
Medicare - Agreement, 1859.
Parliament - Business of the House: postponement,
616.
Petitions - School bus service - Heywood and
surrounds, 733. Human life experimentation, 836.
Plant Research Institute - Review, 1073.
Points of Order - Tedious repetition, 136. Scope of
debate, 718, 1486. Questions without notice:
answers, 1366. Offensive remarks, 1696.
Public Service - Superannuation, 672.

Grievances, 1241.

SEAS Sapfor Ltd, 252.
State Deficit Levy (Amendment) Bill, 1319.

Industry Services - Coode Island chemical storage,
346.

Superannuation - Address by Minister for Finance,
672.

Local Government (General Amendment) Bill, 2026.

Supply (1993-94, No. 1) Bill, 1482.

Parliamentary Salaries and Superannuation (Basic
Salary) Bill, 468.
Petitions - Public rent increase, 975.

Timber Industry - Softwood sawmilling in
south-western Victoria, 252. Victorian Plantations
Corporation, 726.

Planning - Metropolitan area improvement plan, 252.
Police - Sunshine station, 182.

Women's Affairs - Family planning services, 749.

Public Transport - Yarraville railway level crossing,
2097. Tottenham railway yards, 2168. Voluntary
departure packages, 2348. Staffing of corporation,
2348.

Racing (Amendment) Bill, 2214, 2239, 2330.
Shop Trading (Further Amendment) (Amendment)
Bill, 545, 714, 715.

Victorian Plantations Corporation Bill, 1585.

Pandazopoulos, Mr (Dandenong)
Accident Compensation (WorkCover Insurance) Bill,
1920.
Appropriation (1992-93) Bill, 959.
Australian Home Insulation Pty Ltd, 1219.

Sport, Recreation and Racing - Transfer of funds for
disabled, 1074. School sports, 1241. Achievements of
Victorians, 1241. Aquatic centre at Victoria
University of Technology, 2038.

Chemicals - Proposed Hampton Park warehouse, 38.

State Deficit Levy (Amendment) Bill, 1320.

Drugs - Police raids, 1773.

Victoria Racing Club (Amendment) Bill, The, 2337.

Education - So~th-Eastern Corridor Education Task
Force, 249. School Safe program, 403. Schools of the
Future program, 2096.

Victorian Secondary School Sports Association, 1241.
Yarraville - Shopping centre, 2097.

City of Greater Geelong Bill, 1171.

Egg Industry (Deregulation) Bill, 1820.
Home Energy AdviSOry Service - Funding, 972, 1219.
Hospitals - Dandenong and District, 2168.
Melbourne Home Insulation, Keysborough, 972.
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Murray-Darling Basin Bill, 1302.

Australian Labor Party - Record in government, 314.

Neighbourhood Houses, 1932.
Petitions -State deficit levy, 2289. Doveton Cluster
Welfare Service, 2290.

Crimes (Criminal Trials) Bill, 2150.
Education - Donvale Primary School, 312. Services,
313.

Planning - Hampton Park chemical warehouse, 38.

Electoral- Federal election, 312.

Police - Drug raids, 1773.

Electorates - Doncaster, 312.

Public Transport - Independent airport bus
operations, 1832. Leongatha rail service, 2282.

Employment - Public Service packages, 288.

Senior Citizens - Concessions, 1832.

Ethnic Affairs Commission Bill, 1636.

State Deficit Levy (Amendment) Bill, 1317.

Evidence (Unsworn Evidence) Bill, 1616.

Supply (1993-94, No. 1) BiIl,959.

Estate Agents (Amendment) Bill, 2268.

Freedom of Infonnation (Amendment) Bill, 1741,2242.
Government, The - Standards, 315.

Patenon, Mr (South Barwon)

Interpretation of Legislation (Amendment) Bill, 760.
Land (Crown Grants and Reserves) Bill, 762, 767, 768.

City of Greater Geelong Bill, 1174.

Liberal Party - Philosophy, 312.

Economy, The - Refonn, q 592.

Parliament - Availability of reports, 1941.

Geelong and District Water Board - Black Rock
treatment plant, q 1966.

Points of Order - Scope of debate, 1739, 1742, 1751,
2248. Offensive remarks, 1740, 1970,2246.
Reflections on fonner member, 2252. Misleading of
House, 2252.

Good Morning America Program, q 1588.
Petitions - Emergency teachers at Victorian State
primary schools, 733.

Public Service - Employment packages, 288.

Port of Geelong AuthOrity - Audit, 1125.

Pyramid Group, 314.

Tourism - Good Morning America program, q 1588.

Scrutiny of Acts and Regulations Committee - Alert
Digest: No. 1,21; No. 2, 202; No. 3,418; No. 4, 635;
No. 5,898; No. 6, 1144; No. 7, 1787; No. 8, 1940,2110,
2112; availability, 1941; No. 9, 2205. Reports:
Statutory Rules Series 1991, 106; first cumulative,
418; Port of Melbourne Authority Regulations, 482;
on commencement by proclamation, 898; Local
Government (Reporting and Accounting)
Regulations 1992, 1787.

Unemployment -Statistics, q 861.

Perrin, Mr (Bulleen)
Accident Compensation (WorkCover Insurance) Bill,
1902.

Sentencing (Amendment) Bill, 1945, 1961, 1968.

Children - Ministerial statement on child protection,
SO.
Deaths - Hon. Sir George Reid, QC, 6.

Supply (1993-94, No. 1) Bill, 927.
Tertiary Education Bill, 1679, 1680.

Economy, The - Wages accord, q 74. Government
policies, 2194.

Vocational Education and Training (College
Employment) Bill, 809.

Education - Doncaster Park Primary School, 560.
Emergency teachers, 560.
Employment - Participation rate, 2184.

Pescott, Mr (Mitcham) (Minister for Industry Services)

Ethnic Affairs Commission Bill, 1637.

Accident Compensation (WorkCover Insurance) Bill,
1258, 1372, 1377.

Government, The - Economic policies, 2194.
Hospitals - Box Hill, 2280.
Petitions - Sexual abuse of children, 18.

Agriculture - Occupational health and safety program
for fanners, 1221.

Points of Order - Relevancy of remarks, 1907.

Asbestos -Safety regulations, q 1786.

Sentencing (Amendment) Bill, 1985.
Water - Proposed widening of Ruffey Creek,
Templestowe, 251.

Chemicals - Storage, 349.
Industry Services - Coode Island chemical storage,
349. Occupational health and safety funding for
fanners, 1221. Occupational Health and Safety Act,
q 1645. Asbestos safety regulations, q 1786.

Perton, Mr (Doncaster)

Occupational Health and Safety Act - Provisions,
q 1645.

Address-in-Reply, 312.

Points of Order - Reading of speeches, 1068.

Kyabram Fanning Services, 184.

Appropriation (1992-93) Bill, 927.

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY
Victorian Fanners Federation -Occupational health
and safety program, 1221.

Building and Construction Industry - Electricity
supplies to urban subdivisions, 1770.

WorkCover - Cessation of benefits, q 1498.

Children - Drownings, 2282.
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Conservation and Environment - Conservation and
productivity, 32.
PeuHch, Mrs (Bentleigh)

Corrections - Offences of Correctional Services
Division employee, q 862.

Address-in-Reply, 154.

Economy, The - Investment in Victoria, 30.
Decentralisation of industry, 32.

Board of Studies Bill, 1524.
Education - Confidence in State system, 156.
Negotiations with teacher unions, q 1365. Role of
principals, q 2073.

Education - Tertiary education in Wodonga, 33.
Electorates - Benambra,31.

Education Acts (Teachers) Bill, 2060.

Fair Trading - Safety of household nappy buckets,
2282.

Electorates - Bentleigh, 154.

Health - National summit, q 1256.

Employment - In Moorabbin, 155.

Hospitals - In Beechworth, 1324.

Industrial Relations - Negotiations, q 374.

Law Courts - Melbourne Magistrates Court complex,
q 2313.
Meat Industry Bill, 1272.

Liberal Party - Philosophy, 154.
Moorabbin - Employment opportunities, 155.
Petitions - Prostitution Regulation Act 1986, 261.
Sentencing (Amendment) Bill, 1980.
Unemployment - Youth, 155.
Vocational Education and Training (College
Employment) Bill, 785.
Women's Affairs -Government policies, 156.

Petitions - Funding for Myrtleford Primary School,
2109.
State Electricity Commission - Electricity supplies to
urban subdivisions, 1770.
Tourism - Regional tourist precincts, 2039.
Wool Industry - Federal assistance, q 1589.

Wool Industry - Federal assistance, q 1253.
Youth Affairs - Unemployment, 155.

Plowman, Mr S. J. (Evelyn) (Minister for Energy and
Minerals, and Minister Assisting the Treasurer on
State Owned Enterprises)

Phillips, Mr (Eltham)

Australian Home Insulation Pty Ltd, 1223.

Australian Labor Party - Record in government,
q 1780.

Building and Construction Industry - Electricity
supplies to urban subdivisions, 1774.

Chiropractors and Osteopaths Registration Board Registrar, 1932.

Energy and Minerals-

Commonwealth Grants Commission - Grant
relativities, q 627.
Education - Merger between Banyule and Rosanna
East high schools, q 1870.

Department - Restructure, q 1003.
Energy - Toora wind farm, 476, 566. Gas prices,
q 754. Home Energy Advisory Service, 1223.
Concession, q 1748. Briquettes, q 2074.

Eltham - Disused aqueduct, 1557.

Gas and Fuel Corporation - Gas prices, q 754.

Petitions - Watsonia North Primary School, 975.

Home Energy Advisory Service - Funding, 1223.
Energy concessions, q 1748.

Planning -Inner-city residential development, q 895.
Dual occupancy in Eltham, 1325.
Public Transport - MetTicket, q 1780.
Republic Advisory Committee - Nominations for
membership, q 1362.

Mining Industry - Goldmining in Bendigo, q 1138.
Quarry in Keilor, 1223.
Ministry, The - Minister for Energy and Minerals:
office accommodation, q 1003.

Water - Disused aqueduct in Eltham, 1557.

Senior Citizens - Energy concessions, q 1748.
Electricity rec?nnection services, 2046.

Plowman, Mr A. F.(Benambra)

State Electricity Commission of Victoria - Charges: for
country areas,43i increases, 1774. Staffing at
Fishermen's Bend, q 1003. Corporatisation, 1079,
1336, 1348. Electricity supplies to urban
subdivisions, 1774. Electricity reconnection services,
2046. Morwell briquette factory, q 2074. Voluntary
departure packages,2099.

Address-in-Reply,30.
Agriculture - Vaccination against liver fluke, 401.
Animals - Liver fluke in sheep and cattle, 401.
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Reynolds, Mr (Gisborne) (Minister for Sport,
Recreation and Racing)

Children - Ministerial statement on child protection,
59.

Casinos - Impact on racing revenue, q 1782.

Children and Young Persons (Further Amendment)
Bill, 1419.

Maccabiah Games, 730.

City of Greater Geelong Bill, 1214, 1215.

Personal Explanations - Statement in debate, 2087.

Club Keno Bill, 2269, 2276.

Public Transport - Werribee railway service, 130.

Community Services - Welfare funding. q 2103.

Public Transport Corporation - Voluntary departure
packages, 130.

Crimes (HIV) Bill, 1890.

Racing (Amendment) Bill, 1258, 1360, 2230, 2234, 2235,
2328, 2330, 2332.

Education - TAFE funding, 849. School sports, 1127.

Sport, Recreation and Racing -

General- Maccabiah Games, 730. Aquatic centre at
Victoria University of Technology, 2043, 2087.
Racing - Impact on revenue of Melbourne casino,
q 1782.

Docklands Authority (Amendment) Bill, 1798.
Egg Industry (Deregulation) Bill, 1368.
Estate Agents (Amendment) Bill, 2257, 2268.
Freedom of Information (Amendment) Bill, 2243.
Gaming Machine Control (Amendment) Bill, 1445,
1459, 1460, 1461, 1464.
Grievances, 504.

Totalizator Agency Board - Deloitte Ross Tohmatsu
report, q 14.
Victoria Racing Club (Amendment) Bill, The, 1859,
2009,2010,2338.

Richardson, Mr (Forest Hill)

Health -

Drugs - Funding of agencies, 1221.
General-Services: family planning, 123, 733, 740;
maternity in Essendon,342, 1934; privatisation,
q 1499. Medicare agreement, 849, q 1499, 1863.
Community health centres, 852.
Nursing - Employment contracts, 178. Professional
standards, 881.

Education Acts (Teachers) Bill, 2076.
Members - Naming and suspension of Mr Micallef,
1107,1111. Conduct, 1111.
Parliament - Questions without notice: interruption of
proceedings, 1107; answers, 1118.
Points of Order - Questions without notice: scope,
193. Offensive remarks, 1119, 1330. References to
Public Gallery, 1949.
Road Safety - Motorcycles, 2205.
Road Safety Committee - Reports: motorcycle safety,
2205.

Health and Community Services, Department of Annual reports, 729, 853. Restructure, 850. Budget,
q 2103.
Health and Community Services (General
Amendment) Bill, 2159, 2163.
Hospitals - Funding, 178. Essendon campus, Royal
Melbourne, 342, 1934. Case-mix funding, 558, 850,
q 1142, q 1366. Annual reports, 729, 853. Medicare
agreement, 849. Waiting lists, 851. Closures, 852,
q 866, q 1142. Austin, 970. Alfred, 1073. Mayday
Hills Training Centre, q 1257. Psychiatric services at
Maroondah, 1326. Box Hill, q 1366.
Joint Printing Committee - Establishment, 1829.

Roper, Mr (Coburg)

Land (Miscellaneous Matters) Bill, 1805.

Accident Compensation (WorkCover Insurance) Bill,
1918.

Medicare - Agreement, 849, q 1499, 1863.

Address by Minister for Finance, 658, 669.

Melbourne Casino, q 1782, q 1870.

Address-in-Reply, 849.

Members - Naming and suspension: of Hon. B. E.
Davidson, MLC, 738; of member for Springvale,
1107,1120.

Alcohol- Funding of dependency services, 1221, 1830.
Ambulance Services - Metropolitan: funding, 852;
appointment of executive officer, 2095.
Appropriation (1992-93) Bill, 837, 1473.
Appropriation (Parliament 1992-93) Bill, 837,1545,1553.
Ballarat Regional Alcohol and Drug Dependence
Association, 1221, 1830.
Business Franchise (Petroleum Products)
(Amendment) Bill, 1593, 1910.
Casino Control (Amendment) Bill, 1422, 1440, 1442,
1444.

Land Tax (Amendment) Bill, 682.

Parliament - Business of the House: programming of
Grievance days, 133, 137; postponement, 395, 613,
1620, 2093, 2345; withdrawal of notices of motion,
835; hours of sitting, 1377; programming. 1501;
reform, 1502; Strategic Manllgement Review of the
Parliament of Victoria, 1502, 1503. Questions without
notice: interruption of proceedings, 1107.
Availability of reports, 1941, 1953,2047,2110.
Parliamentary Salaries and Superannuation (Basic
Salary) Bill, 452.
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Petitions - Funding for family planning services, 1335,
1939.
Points of Order - Answers to questions without
notice, 12, 15,70,71,74, 160, 194,409,508,596,866,
890,1366,1494,1868,1967. Tabling of reports, 107.
Scope of debate, 137, 660, 1309, 1467. Adjournment
matter to be addressed to Minister at table, 342.
Documents: tabling, 344; quoted, 615, 1328, 2353,
2354. Calling of quorums, 494. Rule of anticipation,
596. Order of call, 617. Motions: admissibility, 734,
1564; wording of circulated, 739. Address by
Minister, 735. Members: naming and suspension of
member of Legislative Council, 738; reflections on,
2112; imputations against, 2244. Offensive remarks,
1330. Debating of question, 2102. Bills should not
proceed, 2117. Hours of sitting, 2257.
Public Service -Superannuation, 658, 669.
Public Transport - Upfield rail service, 2351.
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Law Courts - Melbourne Magistrates Court complex,
q893.
Personal Explanations - Interjection in debate, 2137.
Planning - Historic buildings, q 2107.
Points of Order - Scope of debate, 1694.
Police Regulation (Discipline) Bill, 1705.
Public Transport Corporation - Auditor-General's
report, q 1866.
Youth Affairs - Juvenile offenders, 1711.

Ryan, Mr (Gippsland South)
Accident Compensation (WorkCover Insurance) Bill,
1909,1924.
Australian Labor Party - Record in government, 1241.

Racing (Amendment) Bill, 2207, 2233, 2235, 2236, 2238,
2329,2331,2332.

Casino Control (Amendment) Bill, 1427.

Scrutiny of Acts and Regulations Committee - Alert
Digest: availability of reports, 1941, 1953,2047,2110.

Children - Ministerial statement on child protection,
104.

Sentencing (Amendment) Bill, 1944.

City of Greater Geelong Bill - Community
consultations, 1239.

Sport, Recreation and Racing - Impact of Melbourne
casino on revenue, q 1782, q 1870.
State Deficit Levy (Amendment) Bill, 1308.
Subdivision (Amendment) Bill, 1506.

Corrections - Sale Prison, 1218.
Crimes (Criminal Trials) Bill, 2146.
Crimes (HIV) Bill, 1879.
Dairy Industry - Development initiatives, 623.

Superannuation - Address by Minister for Finance,
658,669.

Debits Tax (Amendment) Bill, 1039.

Supply (1993-94, No. 1) Bill, 837,1473.

Employment - Public Service packages, 280.

Supply (Parliament 1993-94, No. 1) Bill, 837, 1545, 1553.

Energy - Toora wind farm project, 472.

Tattersall Consultations (Reporting) Bill, 2332.

Evidence (Unsworn Evidence) Bill, 1605.

Treasury Corporation of Victoria (Debt Centralisation)
Bill,1148.
Victoria Racing Club (Amendment) Bill, The, 2010,
2333.

Food Development Authority, 623.
Grievances, 1239.
Health -Status report, q 1783.

Victorian Commission of Audit - Report, 1853.

Latrobe Region Water Authority, 559, 1239.

Victorian Health Promotion Foundation - Funding,

Law Courts - Supreme Court waiting lists, q 1591.

504.

Victorian Secondary School Sports Association, 1127.
Vocational Education and Training (College
Employment) Bill, 804.
Women's Affairs - Services: family planning, 123,733,
740; maternity in Essendon, 342,1934.

Law Reform Commission - Vie Statutes Project, q 630.
Petitions - Maffra Primary School, 897.
Prostitution Regulation Act, q 289.
Public Serviee - Employment packages, 280.
Sale, City of - Water responsibilities, 559,1239.
South Gippsland Water Board - Waste discharge,
1074.

Rowe, Mr (Cranbourne)
Board of Studies Bill, 1541.
Budget - Autumn economic statement, q 411.
Corrections - Juvenile offender program, 1711.
Corrections (Management) Bill, 860, 867.
Education - Emergency teachers, q 1136.
Egg Industry (Deregulation) Bill, 1820.
Historic Buildings - Planning controls, q 2107.

Vic Statutes project, q 630.
Water - Latrobe Region Water Authority, 559.
Responsibilities of City of Sale, 559, 1239. Discharges
to coastal waters, 1074.
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Sandon, Mr (Carrum)
Appropriation (1992-93) Bill, 1060.
Association of Post-Primary Institutions, 1487.
Board of Studies Bill, 1509, 1510, 1541.

Children and Young Persons (Further Amendment)
Bill, 1417.
City of Greater Geelong Bill, 119S.
Community Services - Programs in Keilor Downs, 475.

Budget - Cuts, 491.

OS &: C Developments Pty Ltd - Unfulfilled contracts,
1327.

Caravan Parks and Movable Dwellings (Amendment)
Bill, 1761.

Education - Facilities in Keilor, 219. Work experience,
346,402. Taylors Lakes Secondary College, 1626.

Education-

Department - Budget, q 376, 491. Directorate of
School Education, q 629, q 630, q 634, q 863.
Voluntary departure packages, q 1004.
General-School closures, 127,253, q 415, q 754,
q 755, q 865, 1126, q 1135, q 1139. Government
policies, 491. School cleaning contracts, 492.
Zoning of school properties, 971. School grounds
maintenance, q 1254. Superannuation
contributions, 1487, q 1497, q 1642. Assistance for
deaf students, 1623.
School £dllClltion - Reorganisation of schools, 40.
Redbank Primary School, q 291, q 292. Bairnsdale
Primary School, q 377. Lakes Entrance Primary
School, 399. Oberon High School, 559. Barwon
Valley School, q 1254. Kennington Primary School,
1623. Knox Gardens Primary School, q 2313.
TtIlchers - Emergency, q 291, q 292, q 377,399,492,
q 62S, q 1140, q 2313. Staffing, q 755.
Education Acts (Teachers) Bill, 2053.
Government, The - Policies: education, 491.

Education Acts (Teachers) Bill, 2068.
Electorates - Keilor, 21S.
Employment - Funding of Western Region
Commission, 1490.
Ethnic Affairs -Services in Keilor, 219.
Health - Maternal and Child Health Service, 972.
Housing - Unfulfilled contracts of OS &: C
Developments Pty Ltd, 1327.
Keilor City Council - Service road, 2097.
Kryza Cabinets, 1327.
Melbourne Water - Use of Brimbank Park by
community organisations, 2039.
Mining Industry -Quarry in Keilor, 1219.
Parliamentary Salaries and Superannuation (Basic
Salary) Bill, 465.
Points of Order - Scope of debate, 1742. Offensive
remarks, 2095.
Poverty Action Program, 220.

Grievances, 491.

Public Transport - St Albans rail easement, 830.
Services in Keilor, 155S.

Institute of Educational Administration (Repeal) Bill,
1719,1736.

Roads Corporation - Melrose Drive, Tullamarine,
2097.

Ministry, The - Remarks of former Minister for Police
and Emergency Services, 1143.

Western Region Commission - Funding, 1490.

Personal Explanations - Statements of Mr Leigh, 1143.

Western Region Tenancy Support Service - Funding,
2097.

Petitions - Institute of Educational Administration,
1079.
Planning - Zoning of school properties, 971.
Points of Order -Questions without notice: answers
292,404,415,863, 1139. Repetition of issue raised,
1486.
Police -Station for Carrum, 1143.

Sercombe, Mr (Niddrie)
Address by Minister for Finance, 673.
Appropriation (1992-93) Bill, 955.

Public Service - Voluntary departure packages,
q 1004. Superannuation, 1487, q 1497, q 1642.

Corrections - Prisons: security, q 10, q 12, q 14, q 15;
administration, 109, q 2075; drugs, 112; reform, 112;
Fairlea, 1559.

State Employees Retirement Benefits Board, 1487.

Corrections (Management) Bill, S10, lOOS, 101S, 1021.

Superannuation - State schemes, 1487, q 1497, q 1642.

Emergency Services Superannuation Scheme, q 756.

Supply (1993-94, No. 1) Bill, 1060.

Emergency Services Superannuation (Special
Payments) Bill, 2301.

Seltz, Mr (Keilor)

Fire Services - Funding, 500. Charges for attendance
of fire units, 501.
Gaming Machine Control (Amendment) Bill, 1466.

Address-in-Reply,21S.

Grievances, 500.

Attorney-General- AppOintment of justices of the
peace, 883.

Italy - Political system, q 1000.

Children - Ministerial statement on child protection,
84.

Law Courts - Criminal justice system, 36, 109.
Members - Naming and suspension of Mr Micallef,
1109.
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Ministry, The - Premier: comments on Italian political
system, q 1000.

Parliament - Questions without notice: interruption of
proceedings, 1108.

Parliament - Questions without notice: interruption of
proceedings, 1109.

Petitions - School crossing supervisors - City of
Waverley, 261.

Parliamentary Salaries and Superannuation (Basic
Salary) Bill, 462.

Points of Order - Quoted documents, 497.
Imputations against members, 500. Offensive
remarks, 1692, 1992. Rule of sub judice, 2279.

Petitions - Evidence from ethnic persons, 1939.
Essendon and District Memorial Hospital, 2175.
Points of Order - Imputations against members, 500.
Offensive remarks, 1110, 1576, 1695, 1965.
Unparliamentary expressions, 1741. Questions
without notice: answers, 2075.
Police - Morale, 37, 109. Employment contracts, 341.
Police Regulation (Discipline) Bill, 1685, 1686.
Public Service - Superannuation, 673.
Republic Advisory Committee - Membership, 1578.
Sentencing (Amendment) Bill, 1947, 1959.
Sheep Owners Protection (Repeal) Bill, 569.
Superannuation - Address by Minister for Finance,
673. Emergency services scheme, q 756.

Police - Minister's visit to country Victoria, q 16.
Public safety, 1626.
Police Regulation (Discipline) Bill, 1691.
Sentencing (Amendment) Bill, 1989.
Sheep Owners Protection (Repeal) Bill, 570.
United Firefighters Union - Activities, 472.
Violence - Public safety, 1626.

Rulings Ilnd Stlltements liS Acting Chllimllln Debate - Pecuniary interests of members, 1215.

Rulings Ilnd Stlltements IlS Acting Spellker Debate -Scope, 1789. Interjections, 2035. Misleading
of House, 2252.

Supply (1993-94, No. 1) Bill, 955.
United Firefighters Union - Activities, 500.
Smith, Mr I. W. (Polwarth) (Minister for Finance)
Sheehan, Mr (Northcote)
Australian Labor Party - Membership activities of Ms
Mary Crooks, 2038.
Crooks, Ms Mary - Comments on report of Victorian
Commission of Audit, 2038.
Points of Order - Questions without notice: answers,
596. Offensive remarks, 1230.
Victorian Commission of Audit - Report, 1856, 2038.
Comments of Ms Mary Crooks, 2038.

Address by Minister for Finance, 668, 737.
Audit (Tender Board) Bill, 976.
Australian Labor Party - Record in government,
q 1868, q 2103.
Education - Tungamah Primary School, 1630.
Emergency Services Superannuation (Special
Payments) Bill, 2302.
Government Departments and Instrumentalities Tendering processes, q 2103.
Government Employee Housing AuthOrity - Review
of properties, 1630.

Smith, Mr E. R. (Glen Waverley)

Government, The - Preparation of legislation by
private firms, q 1496. Car fleet, q 1868.

Ambulance Services - Mobile intensive care units,
1934.

Points of Order - Unparliamentary expressions, 1869.

Australian Teachers Union - Policies, 37.
Board of Studies Bill, 1535.
Children - Ministerial statement on child protection,
105.
Children and Young Persons (Further Amendment)
Bill,1404.
Corrections (Management) Bill, 817.
Crimes (HIV) Bill, 1889.
Education - Literacy standards, 253.
Ethnic Affairs Commission Bill, 1638.
Evidence (Unsworn Evidence) Bill, 1615.
Fire Services - Funding, 472.
Members - Naming and suspension Mr Micallef, 1108.

Land (Amendment) Bill, 758, 848.
Public Service - Superannuation, q 595, 668, 737,
q 890, q 1136, q 1496, q 1643, q 1783. Voluntary
departure packages, q 890.
Residential Tenancies (Water and Utilities Charges)
Bill, 1305, 1352.
Superannuation - Unfunded liability, q 595, q 1643.
Address by Minister for Finance, 668, 737. State
schemes, q 890, q 1136, q 1496, q 1643, q 1783.
Superannuation (Compliance) Bill, 1940, 2049, 2300,
2301.
Victorian Commission of Audit - Unfunded
superannuation liability, q 1643.
Vistel Ltd - Report for 1991-92,417.
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Spealcer, The (Hon.}. E. Delzoppo)
Address by Minister for Finance, 737, 739.
Adjournment Debate - Matters raised: admissibility,
41; to be addressed to Minister at table, 342;
responses, 404, 885; appropriateness, 563, 620;
jurisdiction, 568; repetition, 1486; only one, 1712;
must relate to State Ministries, 1835; previously,
2097; must relate to government administration,
2347; similarity, 2350. Interjections, 124,2285,2349.
Unparliamentary expressions, 564, 1716. Rule of
anticipation, 886. Remarks: veracity, 1132; offensive,
1330,1771,2042,2095. Reference to debate of same
session, 1325. Quoted documents, 1328, 2353,
2354. Scope, 1486. Attendance of Ministers, 1489,
2351. Members: imputations against, 2038; to
address Chair, 2285, 2348. Rule of sub judice, 2279.
Point of order not to be debated, 2347.
Auditor-General- Reports: salinity, 106; Special
No. 20 on National Tennis Centre Trust and
Zoological Board of Victoria, 569; visiting medical
officer arrangements, 1336; Ministerial portfolios,
1841; information technology in the public sector,
2175; open-cut production in Latrobe Valley, 2291;
Loy Yang B Act compliance, 2291. Special No. 22 on
timber industry strategy, 2114.
BLF Custodian -

Reports: Nos 21 and 22,21.

Deaths - Hon. Sir Murray Porter, 3. Hon. Sir George
Reid, QC, 9. Hon.}. H. Smith, 888.
Debate - Interjections, 13,53,110,1408,1889,1911,
1941,1946,1954,2033,2048. Remarks: offensive; 72,
166,571,1081,1110,1112,1119,1202,1576,1755,
1912,2246; relevance, 255,1119,1202,1639,1652,
1655,1889,2066; unparliamentary, 288, 328,924,
1507, 1593,2242,2244; veracity, 1652, 1890, 1943.
Tedious repetition, 136. Scope, 137,615, 1438, 1467,
1549,1751,1756,1757,1913,2110,2111,2114,2241,
2248. Statements, 166. Documents: quoted, 496, 497,
498; tabling, 1653, 1656. Motions: closure, 616;
admissibility, 659, 734, 740, 1567; urgency, 735;
wording of circulated, 739, 740. Sexist language, 617.
Order of call, 617. Procedure for putting question,
679. Use of correct titles, 814, 1470. Pecuniary
interests, 924. Reading of speeches, 1068, 1070.
Televising of proceedings, 1471, 1472. Reflections on
former statutory heads, 1651. Members: conduct,
1699; reflections on, 1752,2113; to address Chair,
2033; accusations against, 2246. Admissibility of
reasoned amendment, 1917. Bill procedure under
section 62 of the Constitution Act, 2117. Reflections
on Chair, 2274.
Division Lists -Correction, 18, 1719.
Governor, The - Address-in-Reply, 1633.
Health - Auditor-General's report on visiting medical
officer arrangements, 1336.
Legal Profession Practice (Guarantee Fund) BiIlProcedure, 2156.
Members - Naming and suspension: of Hon. B. E.
Davidson, MLC, 738; of Mr Micallef, 1104, lIlO,
1113. Conduct, 1113. Service of Mr Roper, 2214.
National Tennis Centre Trust - Auditor-General's
report, 569.

Parliament -

Business of the House - Tabling of reports, 108.
Withdrawal of notice of motion, 835.

General- Distinguished visitors, 160,289, 1135,
1253,1361,1581,1865,2289,2310. Photographing
of proceedings, 1101. Availability of reports, 1941,
1953,2048,2053,2109.
loint 5ittings -Senate vacancy, 1047, 1305. Victorian
Institute of Marine Sciences, Swinburne
University of Technology, Victoria University of
Technology, Deakin University, La Trobe
University and Victorian Health Promotion
Foundation, 1047, 1305.
Questions without Notice -Interjections, 10, 17, 71, 73,
892,1102,1103,1643,1967,2073,2074,2108.
Answers, 12, 13, 16, 17, 70, 71, 74, 160, 164, 196,
292,409,414,415,416,508,510,593,596,633,864,
866,890,1120,1139,1366,1495,1498,1746,1750,
1868, 1967,2073,2076,2102. Admissibility, 163,
634,1102,1136. Not to seek opinions, 193. Not to
be hypothetical, 193. Standing Orders, 289.
Behaviour of members, 292. Offensive remarks,
512,893,1965. Anticipation of debate, 596. Sub
judice rule, 863. Interruption of proceedings, 1110.
Not to be debated, 1138, 1141. Guidelines, 1750.
Unparliamentary expressions, 1869. Interpretation
of interjection, 2108.
Scrutiny of Acts and Regulations Committee - Alert
Digest: availability of reports, 1941, 1953,2048,2053,
2109; closure motion, 2113, 2114.
WorkCover - WorkCare reports: Accident
Compensation Commission; Medical Panels;
Victorian Accident Rehabilitation Council;
WorkCare Appeals Board, 21. Victorian WorkCover
Authority reports, 21, 482, 2049.
Zoological Board of Victoria - Auditor-General's
report, 569.
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Address-in-Reply,339.
A1coa of Australia Ltd, 341.
Animals - Dangerous dogs, 727.
Australian Chamber of Manufactures - Survey, q 1964.
City of Greater Geelong Bill, 1158.
Economy, The - Debt management, 339.
Education -Industrial action by teachers, 340.
Language studies, 340.
Education Acts (Teachers) Bill, 2063.
Fair Trading - Refurbishment of office of former
Minister for Consumer Affairs, q 1004.
Institute of Educational Administration (Repeal) Bill,
1727.
Petitions - Institute of Educational Administration,
634,897.
Public Service - Industrial action, q 1587.
Public Transport - Reforms, q 415.
Racing (Amendment) Bill, 2224.
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Bill, 2084.
Water -Saline spill into Barwon River, 1557. Lough
Calvert drainage scheme, 1557.
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Education - Budget, q 290.
Estate Agents (Amendment) Bill, 2267.
Ethnic Affairs - Interpreting services, 1129.
Financial Institutions Duty (Amendment) Bill, 419, 513,
1049.

Steggall, Mr (Swan Hill)

Freedom of Information - Fightback package analysis,
q161.

Address-in-Reply,351.

Gaming Machine Control (Amendment) Bill, 1466.

Agriculture - Production in primary industries, 354.

Government Departments and InstrumentalitiesTendering processes, q 2104, 21n.

Budget - Deficit, 353.
City of Greater Geelong Bill, 1191.
Commonwealth-State Relations, 353.

Grey Sisters - Funding, q 893.
Grievances, 506, 1230.
Health - Privatisation of services, q 1499.

Economy, The - Benefit of Premier's overseas mission,
ql1.

Industrial Relations - Reform, 366.

Egg Industry (Deregulation) Bill, 1822.

Institute of Public Affairs - Schooling Victorians
booklet, q 1967, 2042.

Electorates - Swan Hill, 352.
Government, The - Role, 352.

Land Tax (Amendment) Bill - 513,848.

Hospitals - Correspondence of Mr Roper, 1832.

Law Courts - Melbourne Magistrates Court complex,
q 2313.

Local Government (General Amendment) Bill, 2022.

Local Government - Pensioner concessions, 831.

Medicare - Agreement, 358.

Loy Yang B (Amendment) Bill, 2194, 2343.

Melbourne Water - Debt, q 410.

Medicare - Agreement, q 1499.

Members - Correspondence of Mr Roper on hospital
services, 1832.

Melbourne Casino, q 1780, q 1785, q 2201.

Murray-Darling Basin Bill, 1293.
Petitions -State deficit levy, 20. Kerang dental clinic,
2047.

Ministry, The - Minister for Health: office
accommodation, q 893.
Parliament - Questions without notice: answers, 1115.
Pay-roll Tax (Amendment) Bill, 758, 845, 1124.
Personal Explanations, 809.

Stockdale, Mr (Brighton) (Treasurer)
Address-in-Reply,362.
Agriculture, Department of - Budget, 2041.
Appropriation (1992-93) Bill, 635, 809, 837.
Appropriation (Parliament 1992-93) Bill, 656, 837, 1547.
Australian Labor Party - Record in government,
q 628, q 1748, q 2104, 21n, q 2313. Membership
activities of Ms Mary Crooks, q 1967,2042.
Australian Loan Council- Borrowing limits, q 13.
Budget - Deficit, 363. Expenditure ratio, 365. Treasury
Bills program, q 412, q 413, q 416. Borrowings, q 511.
Of former government, q 628. Victorian Commission
of Audit report, q 1747, 1845. Agricultural industry,
2041.
Business Franchise (Petroleum Products)
(Amendment) Bill, 1501, 1592.

Petroleum Products - Petrol levy, q 1493, q 1494.
Points of Order - Questions without notice: answers,
416. Interjections, 937. Offensive remarks, 1230,
1231,1684,2042. Admissibility of amendment
motion, 1620. Imputations against members, 2038.
Road Safety - Black spot intersections, 1077.
Roads Corporation - Domain tunnel and Western
bypass projects, q 1493, q 1494, q 1782, q 2071.
Western Ring-road, q 1869.
Senior Citizens - Concessions, 831.
Sport, Recreation and Racing - Impact of casino on
revenue, q 1870.
Stamps (Amendment) Bill, 1080, 1258, 1596, 1597, 1598,
1599.
State Bank Victoria - Compensation, q 378. Employee
medical benefits scheme, 830.
State Deficit Levy (Amendment) Bill, 757, 843.

Club Keno Bill, 1586, 1683, 22n.

Supply (1993-94, No. 1) Bill, 656, 837.

Commonwealth-State Relations, q 1499.

Supply (Parliament 1993-94, No. 1) Bill, 657, 837, 1547.

Crooks, Ms Mary - Comments on report of Victorian
Commission of Audit, q 1967,2042.

Tattersall Consultations (Reporting) Bill, 1586, 1683.

Debits Tax (Amendment) Bill, 419, 513,1046.
Economy, The - Fightback package, q 73, q 161. In
Asia-Pacific region, 366. Debt management, q 511,
q 1747, q 1748, 1845.

Taxation -

Petrol Levy - Use, q 1493, q 1494.
State Deficit Levy - Relief, 255. Application: to
Golden Beach estate, 479; to Yallambie elderly
persons village, 1561.
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Treasury Corporation of Victoria (Debt Centralisation)
Bill, 757, 844, 1150.

Chiropractors and Osteopaths Registration Board Registrar, 1936.

Victorian Commission of Audit - Chairman, q 861,
q 862, q 864, q 1138, 1230. Terms of reference, q 1589.
Report, q 1747, q 1748, 1845, q 1967,2042. Comments
of Ms Mary Crooks, q 1%7, 2042.

Community Services - Welfare funding, q 2103.

Victorian Development Fund, 506, q SOB.

Health-

Economy, The - Debt management, 360.
Electorates - Seymour, 358.

Disetlses - Tuberculosis, q 1643. Meningitis, 1775.

Drugs - Funding of alcohol and drug agencies, 1224.
Tanner, Mr (Caulfield)
Address by Minister for Finance, 677.
Address-in-Reply, 391.
Australian Labor Party - Record in government, 391.
Burglar Alarms -

Regulation of noise emission, 1623.

Children and Young Persons (Further Amendment)
Bill,1414.
Economy, The - Debt management, 393.
Education - University places, 394.
Environment Protection Authority - Burglar alarm
emissions, 1623.
Hospitals -Caulfield General Medical Centre, 394.
Maccabiah Games, 728.
Melbourne Water - Sewer collapse in Elsternwick,

2281.
Petitions - Melbourne-Warmambool passenger train
service, 133. Alfred, Royal Southern Memorial and
Caulfield hospitals, 351. Caulfield General Medical
Centre, 417. Community health funding in West
Gippsland, 481. Mobile area resource centre, 481.
Pedestrian crossing in Grange Road, Glenhuntly,
481. Tertiary student transport concessions, 975. R.
E. Ross Industrial Centre, 975. Institute of
Educational Administration, 975. Emergency
teachers, 1079.
Points of Order - Admissibility of question without
notice, 163. Unqualified withdrawal of remarks, 500.
Public Service - Superannuation, 677.

Services in Ballarat, 1836.
General - Cancer screening for women, 183.
Medicare agreement, q 293, 361. Services:
maternity in Essendon, 347,1937; provision, 360;
family planning, 408, 744. Non-government health
organisations, q 1256. National summit, q 1256,
q 1479. United Kingdom Secretary of State for
Health, q 1257. Auditor-General's report on
visiting medical officer arrangements, q 1364. HIB
vaccine, 1775. Status report, q 1783. Chiropractors
and Osteopaths Registration Board, 1936. Welfare
funding, q 2103.
Nursing - Employment contracts, 184.
Health and Community Services, Department of Comments of secretary, q 1256, q 1365. Budget,
q 2102.
Health and Community Services (General
Amendment) Bill, 1909, 2010, 2161, 2163.
Health Computing Services Victoria Lld - Report for
1991-92, 1633.
Hospitals - Proposed Epping, 43, 130. Funding, 184.
St Kilda Day, 255. Medicare agreement, q 293, 361.
Essendon campus, Royal Melbourne, 347,1937.
Case-mix funding, q 379, 563, q 1142, q 1366,2170.
Waiting lists, q 511. Closures, q 866, q 1142. Mayday
Hills Training Centre, q 1257. In Beechworth, 1329.
Psychiatric services at Maroondah, 1330. Box Hill,
q 1366, 2286. Correspondence of Mr Roper, 1837.
Wangaratta District Base, 1838. Echuca District,
2170. Dandenong and District, 2171. Sandringham
and District Memorial, 2355.

Roads Corporation - Pedestrian crossing for Grange
Road, Glenhuntly, 622.

Members - Appreciation of services of former:
Mr M. J. McDonald, 360. Correspondence of
member for Coburg on hospital services, 1837.

Superannuation - Address by Minister for Finance,
677.

Obstetric and Paediatric Mortality and Morbidity,
Consultative Council on - Report, 1501.
Points of Order - Motions: admissibility, 734; wording
of circulated, 740.

Tehan, Mn (Seymour) (Minister for Health)

Unemployment - In rural areas, 359.

Address-in-Reply, 358.

Women's Affairs -Services: maternity in Essendon,
347, 1937; family planning, 408, 744.

Alcohol- Funding of dependency services, 1224, 1836.
Ambulance Services - Metropolitan, 254. In Goulburn
Valley, 1836. Mobile intensive care units, 1936.

Thompson, Mr (Sandringham)

Auditor-General- Report on visiting medical officer
arrangements, q 1364.

Address-in-Reply, 145.

Ballarat Regional Alcohol and Drug Dependence
Association, 1224, 1836.

Conservation and Environment - In Sandringham,
1774.

Budget - Deficit, 360.

Disability Services - Moira Inc., 148.

Children - Ministerial statement on child protection,
62. Immunisation programs, 1775.

Economy, The - National Australia Bank Quarterly
Business Survey, q 1137.
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Education - Moorabbin College of TAFE, 148.
Ethnic Affairs Commission Bill, 1659.

Home Energy Advisory Service - Funding, 1239.
Energy concessions, q 1748.

Funerals (Pre-Paid Money) Bill, 2005.

Industrial Relations - Workplace justice, 118.

Government Departments and Instrumentalities Tendering processes, q 2101.

Land (Amendment) Bill, 1379.

Government, The - Principles, 145. Economic policies,
146. Tender contracts, q 2101.
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Land (Crown Grants and Reserves) Bill, 761, 767, 771.
Land (Miscellaneous Matters) Bill, 1800.
Liberal Party - Election promises, 117.

Hospitals - Sandringham and District Memorial, 2350.

Local Government - Planning appeal rights, 884.

Industrial Relations - Development, 147.

Melbourne Water - Relocation of employee, 253.

Manufacturing Industry - Transport costs, 148.

Members - Naming and suspension of member for
Springvale, 1110. Conduct, 1110.

Melbourne Water - Black Rock treatment plant, 2040.
Moira Inc., 148.
Planning - Dual occupancy, 1558.
Police -Sandringham station, 1487.
Public Service - Alleged disclosure of information by
Ministerial assistant, 1931.

Mining Industry - Application of Mineral Resources
Development Act, 1220.
Ministry, The -Minister for Energy and Minerals:
office accommodation, q 1003, 1236.
Parliamentary Salaries and Superannuation (Basic
Salary) Bill, 466.

Road Safety - Motorcycle safety, q 1749.
State Bank Victoria -Compensation, q 378.

Petitions -State deficit levy, 897,976. Essendon and
District Memorial Hospital, 2175.

State Deficit Levy - Municipal Association of Victoria
proposal, q 889.

Planning - Appeal rights, 884. Mining applications,
1220.
Public Service -Superannuation, 1488.

Thom.on, Mr (Pascoe Vale)
Address-in-Reply, 117.
Appropriation (1992-93) Bill, 1049.
ARFO Unit Trust, 126.
Australian Labor Party - Public transport policies,
2347.
Broadmeadows Tenant Information Service Funding, 728.
Consumer Advocacy and Advice Service - Funding,
729.
Crown Land Acts (Amendment) Bill,2123.
Economy, The - Fightback package, 120.

Public Transport - Government policies, 118. Closure
of rail services, 118. Senior Citizens Week, 829.
Vinelilnder, q 1590. Railway stations: Jacana, 1772;
unmanned, 1772; Sunbury, 2167. V/Line freight
costs, q 2314. Victorian Commission of Audit report,
2347.
Public Transport Corporation - Staffing, q 1964. Lists
of former employees, q 2073.
Roads Corporation - Heavy vehicle curfews, 1831.
Safety ROPS (Aust.) Pty Ltd, 126, 180.
Senior Citizens - Senior Citizens Week, 829. Energy
concession, q 1748.
Shop Trading (Further Amendment) (Amendment)
Bill, 552, 720.

Education - Emergency teachers, 118. School closures,
118.

State Electricity Commission - Charges, 40.
Corporatisation, 1336. Voluntary departure
packages, 2095.

Energy and Minerals, Department of - Restructure,
1236.

Superannuation - State schemes, 1488.

Estate Agents (Amendment) Bill, 2263.
Fair Trading, Office of - Funding of tenancy services,
728.
Finance, Department of - Property leases, 1237.
Freedom of Information (Amendment) Bill, 2247.
Gaming Machine Control (Amendment) Bill, 1470.
Government Departments and Instrumentalities Property leases, 1237.
Government, The - Public transport policies, 118.
Conduct of Parliamentary business, 119. Preparation
of legislation by private firms, 1488.
Granlin Pty Ltd, 180.
Grievances, 1236.

Supply (1993-94, No. 1) Bill, 1049.
Swan Hill Pioneer Settlement - Management, 1559.
Taxation - Goods and services tax, 117. Increased
charges, 117.
Tourism - Jobs in Tourism publication, q 1590.
Unemployment - Rate, 120.
Victorian Chamber of Mines, 1220.
Victorian Commission of Audit - Report, 2347.
Victorian Plantations Corporation Bill, 2127, 2137.
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Thwaltes, Mr (Albert Park)

Evidence (Unsworn Evidence) Bill, 1614.

Audit (Tender Board) Bill, 1767.

Gas and Fuel Corporation - Sale of Heatane gas
division, q 2071.

Casino Control (Amendment) Bill, 1436, 1442.
City of Greater Geelong Bill, 1184.
Club Keno Bill, 2275.
Commercial Arbitration (Amendment) Bill, 522.
Corrections (Management) Bill, 821, 1012, 1019, 1022.

Government, The - Privatisation program, q 2071.
Industry and Employment - Kindergarten
employment contracts, q 1644.
Melbourne Wholesale Fruit and Vegetable Trust Administration, q 1106.

Crimes (Criminal Trials) Bill, 2143.

Petitions - Ballarat University College, 1841.

Crimes (HIV) Bill, 1881.

Police - Services in Ballarat, 240.

Employment - Public Service packages, 275.
Evidence (Unsworn Evidence) Bill, 1607.

Police Regulation (Discipline) Bill, 1697.

Freedom of Information (Amendment) Bill, 1752.

State Electricity Commission - Privatisation of Loy
Yang B, q 2071.

Government Departments and Instrumentalities Tendering processes, 2281, 2350.

Public Service - Industrial action, q 629.

Timber Industry -Sawmilling in Daylesford, 241.

Grievances, 495.

Tourism - In Ballarat, 240.

Hospitals - St Kilda Day, 251.

Unemployment - In Ballarat, 239.

Land (Miscellaneous Matters) Bill, 1804.
Leeds Media and Communication Services, 2281, 2350.
Local Government - Municipal amalgamations, 883.
Local Government (General Amendment) Bill, 2032,
2088,2089,2091.
Media -Government activities, 2281, 2350.
Ministry, The - Premier: wine sales, 495, 620.
Parliament - Availability of reports, 2113.
Parliamentary Salaries and Superannuation (Basic
Salary) Bill, 443.
Petitions - Industrial and associated legislation, 1335.
Points of Order -Quoted documents, 496, 497.
Offensive remarks, 1992. Scope of debate, 2114.
Adjournment debate: similarity of matters raised,
2350.

Treasure, Mr (Gippsland East)
Address-in-Reply, 120.
Agriculture - In East Gippsland, 121. Regional
Veterinary Laboratory at Bairnsdale, 1712.
Australian Labor Party - Record in government,
q 2104.
Dairy Industry - Investment, q 1784.
Electorates -Gippsland East, 121.
Fishing Industry - In East Gippsland, 121. Gippsland
Lakes fishermen, 1323.
Government Departments and Instrumentalities Tendering processes, q 2104.

Police Regulation (Discipline) Bill, 1698.

Government Employee Housing Authority - Property
management, q 376.

Public Service - Employment packages, 275.

Japan - Beef markets, q 865.

Residential Tenancies (Water and Utilities Charges)
Bill, 2085.

Meat Industry - Grass-fed beef exports, q 865.

St Kilda Tenants Union - Funding, 2167.

Public Transport - Services in Bairnsdale region, 1622.

Scrutiny of Acts and Regulations Committee - Alert
Digest: availability of reports, 2113.

Public Transport Corporation - Property
management, q 376.

Sentencing (Amendment) Bill, 1942, 1992.

Roads - In East Gippsland, 122.

Tenancies - Tenancy advice service, 2167.

Timber Industry - In East Gippsland, 121.

Petitions - Kilmany Family Care, 106.

Victorian Fishing Industry Federation - Levy, 1323.
Traynor, Mr (Ballarat East)
Address-in-Reply,239.
Children - Kindergarten employment contracts,
q 1644.
Corrections - Industrial action by prison officers,
q629.
Education - In Ballarat, 240.
Electorates - Ballarat East, 239.

Turner, Mr (Bendigo West)
Address-in-Reply, 173.
Economy, The - Recovery, 174.
Electorates - Bendigo West, 173.
Ethnic Affairs - National Police Ethnic Advisory
Bureau, q 631.
Fire Services - Funding, q 412.
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Mining Industry - Goldmining in Bendigo, q 1138.
Petitions - Needs of disabled children, 1335. Macedon
region future water resources, 1335. Institute of
Educational Administration, 1563.
Police - National Police Ethnic Advisory Bureau,
q 631.
Police Regulation (Discipline) Bill, 1702.

Commercial Arbitration (Amendment) Bill, 109, 171,
525,1619.
Consumer Advocacy and Advice Service - Funding,
730.
Corporations Law - Liquidations, 346.
Crimes (Amendment) Bill, 2193, 2339.
Crimes (Criminal Trials) Bill, 1258, 1357,2154,2155.

Republic Advisory Committee - Membership, q 1495.

Crimes (HIV) Bill, 1217, 1259, 1892.

Unemployment - In Bendigo, 173.

Deaths - Hon. Sir George Reid, QC, 5.

United Firefighters Union - Activities, q 412.
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Electoral - Removal of election sign, 567.
Estate Agents (Amendment) Bill, 2082, 2118, 2262.

Vaughan, Or (Clayton)

Evidence (Unsworn Evidence) Bill, 341, 384, 1617.
Fair Trading -

Address-in-Reply, 853.

General- Refurbishment of office of former Minister

Chemicals - Storage, 854. Dioxin, 855.

for Consumer Affairs, q 1004. Financial
Counselling and Consumer Information Service,
Geelong, 2283. Safety of household buckets, 2283.
Office - Funding: of tenancy services, 730; of
Consumer Advocacy and Advice Service, 731;
Footscray regional office, 832.

Children and Young Persons (Further Amendment)
BiIl,1415.
City of Greater Geelong Bill, 1209, 1212, 1216.
Electorates - Clayton, 854.
Environment Protection Authority - Fallout from
Clayton warehouse fire, 854.
Ethnic Affairs Commission Bill, 1661.
Industry Services - Chemical fire at Mayne Nickless
warehouse, 854.
Law Refonn Commission - Incomplete references, 30.
Law Reform Committee - Law Reform Commission
references, 30.

Financial Counselling and Consumer Information
Service, Geelong, 2283.
Freedom of Information (Amendment) Bill, 1584, 1585,
1737,1739,2244,2245,2255.
Funerals (Pre-Paid Money) Bill, 1217.
Gaming Machine Control (Amendment) Bill, 262, 379,
1457, 1459, 1461.
Health - Family planning clinics, 129.

Mayne Nickless Transport Management - Warehouse
fire, 854.

International Women's Day, 182.

Parliament - Election of Speaker, 853. Administration,
853. Committee system, 854.

Interpretation of Legislation (Amendment) Bill, 385,
758,759.

Petitions - Human life experimentation, 18. Odours
from tandfill sites, South Clayton, 18. State deficit
levy, 835, 2047.

Law Courts - Reports: County Court judges, 418;
Supreme Court judges, 418; Council of Magistrates,
2291. Melbourne Magistrates Court complex, q 894.
Supreme Court waiting lists, q 1591. Comments of
judiciary on women and sexual violence, 1713.
Judicial in-service programs on sex offences, 1714.

Shop Trading (Further Amendment) (Amendment)
Bill, 579.
Tertiary Education Bill, 1677.
Tips - In South Clayton, 856.
Victorian Plantations Corporation Bill, 2133.

Law Reform Commission - Excesses, q 293. Vic
Statutes project, q 374, q 375, q 630.
Law Reform Committee - Law Reform Commission
references, 30.
Legal Aid - Funding, q 200.

Wade, Mn (Kew) (Attorney-General, Minister for Fair
Trading, and Minister responsible for Women's
Affairs)

Advertising - Offensive, 2283.
ARFO Unit Trust, 129.
Australian Institute of Judicial Administration In-service programs for judges on sex offences, 1714.
Broadmeadows Tenant Infonnation Service Funding, 730.
Casino Control (Amendment) Bill, 758, 845, 1438, 1440,
1441, 1442, 1443, 1444.
Children - Drownings, 2283.

Legal Profession Practice (Guarantee Fund) Bill, 2115,
2205,2325.
Ministry, The - Minister for Fair Trading:
perfonnance, q 631. Consumer Affairs: expenses of
former Ministry, q 1004.
Parliament - Business of the House: postponement,
1620.
Parliamentary Salaries and Superannuation (Basic
Salary) Bill, 450.
Points of Order - Motions: urgency, 735; wording of
circulated, 740; admissibility, 740. Remarks: veracity,
1890, 1942; relevance, 1991. Bill procedure under
section 62 of Constitution Act, 2116. Standing Order
No. 173,2116. Scope of debate, 2323.
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Prostitution Regulation Act, q 290, 347.

Grievances, 1251.

Public Service - Senior career positions for women,
1327.
Safety ROPS (Aust.) Pty Lld, 129.

Hospitals - Medicare agreement, q 293.

St Kilda Tenants Union - Funding, 2172.
Sentencing Act - Amendment, q 17.
Sentencing (Amendment) Bill, 1258, 1354, 1950.
Small Business - Liquidation legislation, 346.

Housing - Home opportunity loan scheme, 1251.
Industrial Relations - Federal award coverage, q 1102.
Marine (Amendment) Bill, 1809.
Medicare - Agreement, q 293.
Melbourne Water - Clearing of tree branches in Knox,
970.

Subordinate Legislation (Amendment) Bill, 1618.

Racing (Amendment) Bill, 2221.

Tenancies - Tenancy advice service, 2172.

Unions - Program of stoppages, q 1496.

Vic Statutes Project, q 374, q 375, q 630.
Women's Affairs - Family planning clinics, 129.
Senior career positions in Public Service, 1327.
Sexual violence, 1713. Offensive advertising, 2283.

Wll80ft, Mrs (Dandenong North)
City of Greater Geelong Bill, 1152, 1206, 1207, 1208,
1210, 1211, 1213.

Weidemm, Mr (Frankston)
Address-in-Reply,324.
Australian Labor Party - State election campaign, 324.
Record in government, 324.
Economy, The -Government policies, 325.
Education - Government policies, 325.
Electorates - Frankston, 324.
Forests (S.E.A.S. Sapfor Lld Agreement) Bill, 1794.
Frankston, City of - Rates, 325. Quayside
development, 326.
Government, The - Education policies, 325.
Health and Community Services (General
Amendment) Bill, 2163.
Members - Tourism promotion through electorate
offices, 1933.
Optus Communications - Tower construction, 1772.
Parliament - Dining room, 2347.
Points of Order - Matters raised during adjournment
debate: to be directed to appropriate Minister, 562;
to relate to government administration, 2347. Scope
of debate, 1438.
RaCing (Amendment) Bill, 2238.
Shop Trading (Further Amendment) (Amendment)
Bill, 555, 577.
Totalizator Agency Board - Deloitte Ross Tohmatsu
report, q 14.
Tourism - Promotion through electorate offices, 1933.
Rulings Ilnd Stlltements IlS Acting Spellker -

Debate - Offensive remarks, 1193.

Wells, Mr (Wantirna)
Australian Labor Party - Record in government, 1251.
Commonwealth-State Relations - Government
relationships, q 2200.
Economy, The - Activities of union movement, q 1496.

Education - Kalparri program, 471.
Local Government (General Amendment) Bill, 2012,
2088,2089,2090.
Racing (Amendment) Bill, 2218.
Roads Corporation - South Eastern Arterial sound
barriers, 971.
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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

Listed in numerical order of questions on notice answered during period covered by this index.
MinisteriJll portfolios and abbreviations
Aboriginal Affairs
Agriculture
Attorney-General
Community Services
Corrections
Education
Energy and Minerals
Ethnic Affairs
Fair Trading
Finance
Health
Industry and Employment
Ind ustry Services
Natural Resources
Planning
Police and Emergency Services
Premier
Public Transport
Small Business
Sport, Recreation and Racing
State Owned Enterprises
Tourism
Treasurer
Youth Affairs
Womens' Affairs

Ab Affs
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Mr Brown (PT)
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Questions on Notice Answers
Roads Corporation VICSeries
Small Business Annual Report
Werribee Train Service Peak Hour Passengers
Werribee Train Service Timetables
Werribee Train Service Timetables
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