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The slurry tank is approved for use throughout
Europe and also in New Zealand and every other
State in the Commonwealth. Victoria has a market
and can generate economic activity and satisfy
several environmental concerns by disposing of
effluent to land. I ask the Minister for his
intervention to ensure that commonsense prevails in
this case and that Victoria is not disadvantaged by
unjustified bureaucratic restrictions on
manufacturers who wish to market a product that
has been accepted in Europe for decades and is
apparently acceptable in every other State and in
New Zealand.

Youth Employment Committee
Ms KIRNER (Leader of the Opposition) - I raise
a matter for the attention of the Minister for Industry
and Employment. In 1992 there was considerable
concern about the level of youth unemployment
and, with the support of many community groups,
business organisations and unions, I held a meeting
in Queen's Hall in an effort to address the issue and
to make recommendations on what the government
could do about it. Those recommendations were
then funded.
One of the ideas was to establish a Victorian Youth
Employment Committee chaired by Ivan Deveson.
The former government allocated some $15 million
to the committee -$10 million for youth
traineeships and $5 million for community
initiatives. As the Minister would know, the
traineeships have been successful, and link with the
Commonwealth government's program. The
previous government was pleased to persuade the
Commonwealth government to establish a similar
program. Unfortunately, the $5 million allocated for
community initiatives has been abandoned; in other
words, $5 million of the $15 million has been
removed from the Budget for what was a very
important initiative aimed at curbing youth
unemployment.
The committee was representative of all groups. As I
said, it was chaired by Ivan Deveson, who is
respected by people on both sides of this House and
recognised as a leading expert in the field of youth
unemployment, and included representatives of
church and other groups. I understand that the
committee has been abandoned by the government.
I ask for clarification of the reasons for that
abandonment, if this government wants to claim it is
interested in youth employment issues.

Pollution of Mordialloc Creek
Mr LEIGH (Mordialloc) - I direct to the
attention of the Minister for Natural Resources a
pollution problem in the Mordialloc Creek because
of leachates from the Tully Road tip going into the
creek. This issue has been neglected for 10 years
because the former government did nothing about
policing discharges into holes in the ground in the
Clayton area. The honourable member for
Clayton - the honourable member you have when
you do not have an honourable member - runs
around his electorate saying that for a decade he has
been concerned about the problem and has fought to
stop rubbish being tipped into the creek. Unless my
mathematics are wrong, the electorate of Clayton
was created in 1985; prior to that the honourable
member for Clayton was actually the honourable
member for Glenhuntly. He should be told to get his
mathematics right when he talks about this great
worry of his.
The phantom member, as he is known locally, is
exactly that. It was not until he became a member of
the opposition and was overlooked and left on the
back bench that he became interested in the press
and demanded that attention be given to the rights
of local citizens.
I agree there is a problem with the tips in the area,
but the problem is that when the honourable
member for Clayton was a member of the former
government he sat on his bottom for 10 years and
did nothing about it. Now he says it is this
government's problem and that it has not done its
job. One could go a little further and suggest that the
Minister examine this matter. Several years ago the
Springvale City Council, which is controlled by the
Labor Party, was prosecuted successfully for
allowing illegal dumping in its tip. The honourable
member for Clayton is not prepared to stand up
against his own, but is prepared to say that this
government is the one that is acting irresponsibly.
That is not the truth.
It is obvious there is a problem with pollution levels

in the Mordialloc Creek, but part of the problem was
created by the previous government. Nothing has
been done to resolve the situation. Will the Minister
do what he can to clean up the problem, and maybe
clean up the honourable member for Clayton at the
same time?
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Establishment of trusts
Mr THOMSON (Pascoe Vale) - I ask the
Attorney-General whether the government
condones the practice of establishing trusts to escape
taxation liabilities or to escape from other creditors
and, if not, whether she will initiate action through
the Standing Committee of Attorneys-General to put
a stop to this practice.
I raise this matter because it has been brought to my
attention that a company which owes the Australian
Taxation Office some $250 000-Mr LEIGH (Mordialloc) - Mr Speaker, I seek
clarification. It appears to me the honourable
member is calling for a possible change in the
legislation in this area. If that is the case, I believe he
is out of order.
The SPEAKER - Order! Is the honourable
member for Pascoe Vale seeking legislation?
Mr THOMSON (Pascoe Vale) - I am asking the
Attorney-General whether the government
condones this practice and, if not, what action it will
take in relation to it.
The SPEAKER - Order! The honourable
member is in order.
Mr THOMSON - The company, which owes
the Australian Taxation Office some $250 000, has
had its letterhead stamped or overprinted with the
name Granlin Pty Ltd. The new substitute trustee
company has the same office premises, the same
staff, the same clients, the same equipment and even
the same bank accounts as the original company,
Safety Raps.
To avoid paying the tax, the principal director of
Safety Raps has set up another company to be the
trustee of his own family trust, thereby depriving
the first trustee company of its capacity to pay its
creditors.
Mr LEIGH (Mordialloc) -On a point of order,
Mr Speaker, it appears to me the honourable
member is raiSing the same matter he raised last
night but in a different format. Is he within his rights
to be raising the same matter again?
The SPEAKER - Order! There is no point of
order.
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Mrs WADE (Attorney-General) - On a further
point of order, Mr Speaker, I read a report in a
newspaper this morning that suggested the matter
being referred to by the honourable member is
before the courts. It may be important for the
honourable member to clarify that because if that is
the case it raises the question of sub judice.
The SPEAKER - Order! Can the honourable
member advise the Chair whether the matter is
before the courts?
Mr THOMSON (Pascoe Vale) - On the point of
order, Mr Speaker, it is my concern that the use of
trusts-The SPEAKER - Order! The point raised by
honourable members and the question I address to
the honourable member is: to your knowledge is the
matter before the courts?
Mr THOMSON - I ask the Attorney-General
whether the use of trusts to evade tax - The SPEAKER - Order! I must insist that the
question I put to the honourable member for Pascoe
Vale be cleared with the Chair first. To your
knowledge is the matter before the courts?
Mr THOMSON - I am endeavouring to explain
that the question I put before the Attorney-General
is on the policy of the government as to
whether-The SPEAKER - Order! The honourable
member's time has expired.

Turalla Respite Care Service
Mrs GARBUTT (Bundoora) - I direct the
attention of the Minister for Community Services to
the Turalla Respite Care Service, which has a house
at Terang in the electorate of the honourable
member for Warrnambool. The service is run by the
Barwon and South West regions of the Association
for Autism and Allied Disorders.
The association's committee advised me that it
approached the honourable member for
Warrnambool in late November or early December
seeking a deputation with the Minister over some
funding problems. It sent a letter and submission to
the Minister. Despite following this up several times
by telephone with the honourable member for
Warrnambool, the committee still has not been
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successful in obtaining that deputation or receiving
a formal reply.
The committee was diligent enough to approach the
honourable member for Geelong as well. Even
though the committee met with a good reception,
there has still been no official response by letter or
other acknowledgment from the Minister. This
discussion has taken place over several months and
the group is now very concerned about its funding
difficulties.
Time is running out and the committee will have to
make difficult decisions that could lead to the
service being closed down or changed so that it no
longer meets the needs of the very difficult children
it is currently serving. The children suffer from
autism and display challenging behaviour that
makes them unsuitable for integration or other
respite services.
The committee is approaching the time when it will
have to make decisions. First, it wants to hear from
the Minister. It would like the chance to tell the
Minister about the service and why it is more
expensive than other respite services. The committee
believes it is justified in seeking a deputation with
the Minister. On behalf of that organisation I ask the
Minister to arrange a deputation quickly.

Hampton Park chemical warehouse
Mr PANDAZOPOULOS (Dandenong) - I refer
a matter to the attention of the Minister for Planning.
Although he is not in the Chamber at present, he
may be listening to the debate and may be able to
reach the Chamber in time to reply.
Two nights ago in the debate on the motion for the
adjournment of the sitting I raised some issues
concerning the Hampton Park chemical warehouse.
The Minister admitted that a commitment had been
made to the residents of Hampton Park prior to the
State election. Two months ago he admitted that the
government had broken that promise.

Westminster system by accepting responsibility and
resigning.
Mr Leigh interjected.
The SPEAKER - Order! I warn the honourable
member for Mordialloc that if he continues to
interject as he has done for the past 10 minutes I will
take action against him.

Health and community services - Corio
Village office
Mr LONEY (Geelong North) - I direct the
attention of the Minister for Community Services to
the Corio Village office of the Department of Health
and Community Services. About three weeks ago a
handwritten notice on the office door stated: "The
office is temporarily closed for today. Please use the
number for emergencies". The next day a further
handwritten notice went up: ''This office is now
closed temporarily for two or three days. Please use
this number for emergencies". A few days later
another handwritten notice went up: ''This office is
temporarily closed. Please use the following number
for urgent services".
The Corio area has one of the highest demands for
community services in Victoria. The area is not well
served by public transport. People who are having
problems cannot easily travel by bus to the State
government offices in the centre of the City of
Geelong, where, I understand, the staff has been
relocated. To simply provide a telephone contact
number for emergency services is an inappropriate
way of providing community services in the area.
I ask the Minister to tell the people of Corio why the
closure of the office has been extended from one day
or two days to an indefinite time. 1 ask him to give
them a commitment that the Corio Village office of
the Department of Health and Community Services
will reopen; and 1 ask him to nominate a definite
date for the reopening.

Public transport in Craigiebum
The Minister is very much aware that the Premier,
on a visit to the Shire of Cranbourne two weeks ago,
commented that the Minister did not have the
authority of the coalition to make that promise. The
residents of Hampton Park have asked me to find
out whether the Minister had the agreement of the
coalition to make that promise prior to the State
election and, if not -and now that he does not have
the confidence of the Premier - whether the
Minister will do the right thing under the

Mr HAERMEYER (Yan Yean) - 1 direct to the
attention of the Minister for Public Transport the
lack of public transport services in the Craigieburn
area. 1 refer the Minister to statements he made at
the opening of the electorate office of the honourable
member for Tullamarine, which were reported
extensively in the local press.
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The Minister gave a strong indication that he would
give favourable consideration to the introduction of
a bus service in Tullamarine and would undertake a
comprehensive review of public transport services
in the Sunbury area. I do not deny the need for
public transport services in Sunbury, but I ask the
Minister to seriously consider extending his offer to
the community of Craigieburn.
As it is fond of pointing out, the government is
shifting its planning emphasis from the Plenty
corridor to the Merri corridor, of which Craigieburn
is the focal point. The population of the area is
predicted to grow from 60 000 residents to 70 000
residents in the next 5 to 10 years, which is why
better public transport is urgently needed.
Until the Labor government came to power
Craigieburn did not have a bus service, and the
current service does not serve the area very well. In
the last term of the Labor government work
commenced on the electrification of the Craigieburn
railway line, but I understand that work has been
scotched.
Craigieburn urgently needs better transport services.
Without them, many members of the community
will continue to find it difficult to travel to
employment interviews and to undertake
recreational activities - because the area also lacks
adequate recreational facilities. People who wish to
travel to other areas are forced to depend on private
transport, which is not always available.
Failure to provide public transport services would
be false economy, because many social problems
would be created, which the government would
have to deal with in the longer term.

Sunshine police station
Mr MILDENHALL (Footscray) - I direct to the
attention of the Minister for Police and Emergency
Services the state of the Sunshine police station.
Governments of both political persuasions have long
recognised the need to overcome the
accommodation and the crisis in service provision at
the Sunshine police station.
The SPEAKER - Order! The honourable
member's time has expired.
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issues of concern to women. I am pleased that those
issues have been raised. I have been waiting all
week for the Leader of the OppOSition, the shadow
Minister for women's affairs, to make a contribution
to the celebration of International Women's Day, but
she has failed to do so. I express concern about that,
especially when women have been badly affected by
the depression, a depression brought about by the
policies of the Federal Labor government and made
much worse in Victoria by the appalling and
expensive behaviour of the former State
government. In January the unemployment rate for
women in Victoria was 10.6 per cent.
Ms Marple - I asked you about the contracts!
Mrs WADE - I am coming to them. What I am
saying is relevant to the whole question. Although
that rate was slightly below the male unemployment
rate it is not good news. Women have been
dropping out of the work force. The participation
rate of women in the work force is now back to the
November 1988 level. In January of this year more
than 15 000 women dropped out of the work force.
Women in this State want decent conditions that will
provide employment.

Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER - Order! I know we are in the
home straight, but the level of interjection is far too
high. I ask honourable members on both sides of the
House to reduce their audible conversations and to
stop interjecting.
Mrs WADE - Women want opportunities to get
back into employment. They want policies such as
those of the Kennett government and the Hewson
coalition, which will provide jobs. It is no use talking
about conditions until we have the jobs, but I will
now turn to conditions. Labor governments have
been unable to deliver appropriate working terms
and conditions for women. Women are earning only
82 per cent of the wages earned by men in the work
force. When negotiating accords and awards the
unions have totally ignored the interests of women.
Following the first International Women's Day since
the change of government in Victoria women are
realising that this government understands their
concerns and is providing an environment where
contracts can be negotiated to take into account their
needs.

Responses
Mrs WADE (Attorney-General) - The
honourable member for Altona raised a number of

Women are looking for flexibility in their
employment contracts. They do not wish to depend
on unions that have let them down in negotiations in
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the past. With the new contracts they can negotiate
terms and conditions themselves or seek the
assistance of unions or anyone else. Women want
flexible working hours, child-care facilities and time
off to care for members of their families who might
be in need of care and attention. They want to be
able to negotiate these sorts of arrangements, and
men in similar positions also need this flexibility.
This government is providing flexibility to people
who have family responsibilities.
The Employee Relations Act is a first for Victoria.
For the first time after 10 years of Labor government
a safety net has been put in place.
Ms Marple interjected.
The SPEAKER - Order! I advise the House that
the Chair believes in equal opportunity. If the
honourable member for Altona continues with her
interjections I will take action against her.
Mrs WADE - For the first time in Victoria there
will be a safety net for maternity leave, something
that was not achieved by the Labor government.
Under that government people had no right to
maternity leave unless it was provided in an award.
The Employee Relations Act contains better parental
and adoption leave provisiOns and better provisions
for pregnant workers than those of equivalent
Commonwealth awards. Therefore, people moving
out of the auspices of the Employee Relations Act to
Commonwealth awards will not receive those same
terms and conditions.
The week began with International Women's Day
and I am sure many women are thankful for the
change of government in Victoria and look forward
to a better deal after a change of government in
Canberra.
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their liabilities. I am happy to answer that part of the
question.
The SPEAKER - Order! The Attorney-General
may continue.
Mrs WADE - The honourable member for
Pascoe Vale would be aware that the former
Attorney-General, now the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition, entered into an agreement with the
Commonwealth and the other States to regulate
companies law. Of course, that was in keeping with
the view of the former Attorney-General to give as
many of his responsibilities to someone else so he
would not be left with any difficult questions. In
doing so he has removed the ability of this
Parliament to deal with questions relating to
companies and the regime of Federal-State
corpora tions regulations.
The Premier is particularly concerned about that
matter, and I am surprised that the honourable
member for Pascoe Vale is not aware of that because
it has received considerable publicity. The Premier is
concerned about companies that set up businesses,
incur liabilities and then fade into the night; and,
sometimes worse than that, set up other businesses
next door and do the same thing again.
The Premier has referred the matter to the
Parliamentary Law Reform Committee for
investigation. I am sure that investigation will cover
the questions raised by the honourable member for
Pascoe Vale, and I suggest that he make a
submission to that committee.
Mrs TEHAN (Minister for Health) - The
honourable member for Frankston raised a matter
about mammography tests for women in the
south-eastern metropolitan area, which the
honourable member represents so ably.

If it is appropriate I will now address the matter

raised by the member for Pascoe Vale.
The SPEAKER - Order! I have not received
information as to whether that matter is sub judice.
If it is I will have to rule it out of order.
Mrs WADE - I raised a point of order when the
honourable member for Pascoe Vale raised the
matter because I thought he was referring to a
particular case. My understanding from reading a
newspaper report this morning is that that case was
before the courts. He commenced his question by
asking whether the government condoned the
establishment of trusts so companies could escape

I thank the honourable member for raising this
matter because it gives me an opportunity of
indicating that the mammography service piloted at
the Essendon campus of the Royal Melbourne
Hospital has now been extended to the Monash
Medical Centre, which was selected for the breast
mammography screening program funded jointly by
the Commonwealth and State governments.
Eventually, screening programs will be provided for
all Victorian and Australian women.
The Monash Medical Centre is the second centre to
establish such a program, the first being the
Essendon campus of the Royal Melbourne Hospital.
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I can announce that the Royal Women's Hospital
will become a screening centre conjointly with the
Essendon campus of the Royal Melbourne Hospital
and that St Vincent's Hospital similarly will be
established as a screening centre.
The government hopes by the introduction of
mammography and breast screening programs that
the incidence of breast cancer will be reduced
substantially. It is a major killer of women between
the ages of 45 and 60 years, so the sooner the
screening programs are under way the sooner
women in my age group can take hope that the
incidence of cancer will be reduced.
Last week I opened a radiotherapy centre at the
Alfred Hospital. The opening of the centre resulted
from a radiotherapy plan established during the
1980s. The Alfred Hospital contributed $5 million
and the State contributed $12 million to the
establishment of the centre. It is an outstanding
centre and has probably the best equipment in the
world. It has been beautifully redeveloped, has
sensitive fittings, a wonderful work flow and
dedicated staff. It is a major centre for the treatment
of cancer patients, and Victoria and the Parliament
should be proud of it.
I assure the honourable member that Victoria can
hold its own in both screening for cancer and
preventive treatment of cancer. The honourable
member represents people living in the south-east of
Melbourne and those services are now provided in
an area that is geographically accessible to the
women living in the area he represents.
The honourable member for Coburg raised with me
the employment contracts for nurses and the impact
that a recent High Court decision has made on
employment contracts.
The principle of employment contracts for nurses
and women workers was ably explained by the
Attorney-General in answer to a matter raised by the
honourable member for Altona. The
Attorney-General said that women and nurses who
are subject to the Employee Relations Act have a real
opportunity of gaining flexibility in their
workplaces; of job sharing and being able to
negotiate standards and conditions of employment
that will serve them extremely well.
It is ridiculous that nurses employed in huge

metropolitan hospitals such as the Royal Melbourne
Hospital or the Alfred Hospital, which may employ
5000 people, 3000 of whom may be nurses, should
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have the same standards and conditions as nurses
employed in a small country hospital such as
Dunolly District Hospital, which may employ five
nurses.
Depending on the size and type of service provided
in the hospital sector, the opportunity of individual
and workplace contracts is an advantage for nurses
and I am sure they will avail themselves of it.
The Australian Nursing Federation (Victorian
Branch) sought to escape the advantage of
individual or collective workplace agreements by
attempting to move to a Federal award. The matter
is still before the High Court. I understand it is
subject to appeal. The award is in place because the
stay was not granted. The nurses are to remain
under that award pending further appeal to the
High Court.
The honourable member for Coburg raised the
matter of funding of public hospitals, with which I
will deal quickly. Public hospital funding has
become more difficult to obtain because of the huge
debt inherited by the government after 10 years of
Labor mismanagement and wastage. The
honourable member for Coburg - a former Minister
for Health and a former Minister for everything
else! - played a prime part in a government that
wasted the opportunities of the 198Os.
The Commonwealth Labor government also failed
to recognise its responsibility to fund the public
hospital system. We are bound by Federal awards
and we will maintain those awards, but nurses
would be better off under the employment
arrangements that are one of the strengths of
industrial relations under the Kennett government.
Mr PES COlT (Minister for Industry Services) The honourable member for Rodney referred to the
difficulties suffered by a machinery dealer in
Kyabram who wished to register a slurry tanker in
Victoria. It appears that the rules that apply to slurry
tankers in Victoria come under regulations dealing
with pressure vessels. This is inconsistent with the
rules that apply in other States and in other
countries including the European Community and
New Zealand.
That kind of anomaly pops up from time to time. In
fact the Premier today introduced the Mutual
Recognition (Victoria) Bill (No. 2) which together
with other instruments in place around Australia, is
designed to bring about uniformity in the rules that
apply to the various types of machinery in Australia
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so that one State is not disadvantaged by
comparison with activities in other States or
countries.
I am happy to take up the issue raised by the
honourable member for Rodney. I will ask my
Ministry to examine the anomaly to see what can be
done to ensure that Victoria is not left behind in this
most important slurry moving industry in Victoria.
Mr GUDE (Minister for Industry and
Employment) - The Leader of the Opposition
referred to the Youth Employment Committee that
was set up during the dying days of her government
under the chairmanship of Mr Ivan Deveson. She
correctly alluded to the funding arrangements and
the success of the traineeship program. This is
relevant on a day such as today when the
unemployment figures show that 32 700
15 to 19-year-olds are out of work in this State. That
is a serious issue, but it is one area where change has
taken place.
Ms Kimer interjected.
Mr GUDE - No-one is criticising the traineeship
program. As the Leader of the Opposition knows it
had all-party support. Much work has been done
now through linking group apprenticeship schemes
with the traineeship program. I can speak at first
hand because I was a board member of one of those
schemes prior to becoming a Minister of the
Crown - I resigned on taking office. I am pleased to
say that not only the scheme with which I was
involved but also a number of others did fine work
in that regard.
Concern was expressed about the continuing role or
otherwise of the body that was set up. The advice I
have is that the group was set up with a specific task
in mind: to identify projects. That task was
completed and I have had a number of discussions
with Mr Deveson about the possibility of a
continuing role for him and maybe for that
committee and others.
The goverrunent believes the dispensation of funds
that is part of the function of the Department of
Business and Employment can be administered in a
far more efficient and effective way. Even more
funds will be able to be released to ensure that the
services and the support mechanisms that are
necessary in employment creation can be delivered
far more efficiently and effectively. At present I have
a review in place and in the near future expect to
obtain a report that will recommend changes. No
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doubt further discussions will be held with
Mr Deveson.
When looking at this area one cannot help observe
what has happened. While Labor was in a snooze
Victoria was in a lose! Victorians have been out of
work because of the way in which the previous
administration ran this State. When the Leader of the
Opposition was Premier her goverrunent's approach
was similar to positioning an ambulance at the
bottom of a cliff. The government generated the
problem; after the poor souls fell over the cliff, the
government wheeled up the ambulance. It should
have been building a fence at the top of the cliff so
that nobody could fall. It should have been
addressing the problems of the State and trying to
put in place some security of employment
opportunity and some real drive in job creation. It
should have been ensuring that the State's books
balanced and that we did not live beyond our means
by profligate spending.
The Leader of the Opposition would know that any
lady who goes to the supermarket - her husband
might go with her, and I go with my wife
regularly - Ms Kimer interjected.
Mr GUDE - I am happy to go on my own but I
enjoy going with my wife. The Leader of the
Opposition may not enjoy going with her husband!
Ms Kimer interjected.
The SPEAKER - Order! Sometimes I am
surprised at the behaviour of this House. I shall say
no more.
Mr GUDE -If a lady goes to a supermarket with
$100 in her purse she cannot spend $102 or $103.
When the Leader of the Opposition was Premier she
was spending $2003 for every $100 she had. She sent
the State broke and now she dares to raise issues in
Parliament about the youth of Victoria for whose
predicament she was largely responsible because of
the programs, policies and directions that saw them
without jobs, without hope and without futures.
Mr COLEMAN (Minister for Natural
Resources) - The honourable member for
Mordialloc raised some concerns about discharges
that allegedly flowed from the Tully Road tip into
Mordialloc Creek and then into Port Phillip Bay.
This occurred in January. I understand that after
monitoring and testing the effluent the Environment
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Protection Authority was able to clear the beach and
make it available for general use again.
I remind the House that Melbourne has had a fairly
wet summer and that the area in question has a high
watertable, which has been added to by high
rainfall. While it may be alleged that the tip was
responsible for the discoloured water, it is
reasonable to say that virtually all the sand
extraction areas have had a high watertable for most
of the summer and the problem could have
emanated from a number of sources.
The government's response has been to establish a
new parks and waterways division of Melbourne
Water to manage parks and waterways in the
metropolitan area. One issue of high priority is the
catchment of the Mordialloc Creek. Given the
mergers of six water authorities on the eastern side
of Melbourne, the catchment falls under the
responsibility of the new division of Melbourne
Water. Because of the coordinated approach to the
management of the waterway we can expect an
improvement in the way it is managed.
The honourable member for Mordialloc also referred
to the publicity that has been generated in the area
by the honourable member for Clayton. The
honourable member for Clayton was a member of
an advisory committee to Melbourne Water and,
following the restructure of the committee, the
honourable member was thanked for his work and
advised that the committee would implement
several issues with which he was involved.
Constant attacks on this area do little to enhance its
reputation. Clearly it is a valuable resource for
Melbourne. It is the subject of an investigation by
Melbourne Water with the euphemism "parks
proposal", and the matter will be a resolved.
Sand extraction must continue for a number of years
and we must be able to use those holes for filling
and tipping. The Department of Planning and
Development controls part of the operation and part
falls within the hands of the cities of Oakleigh and
Moorabbin. As the Minister for Planning says,
responsibility also falls into his sensitive hands. The
need for tipping space still exists and I am sure the
Environment Protection Authority will ensure that
the possibility of leachates making their way out of
tips and into watertables is considered in the
licensing arrangements.
Mr JOHN (Minister for Community Services) Disability services is a matter of the highest priority
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to the community services portfolio, as are children
at risk. Of its current budget the department spends
$565 million or about 40 per cent of its total budget
on disability services. The government cares about
people with disabilities and is also concerned about
those with autism. The honourable member for
Bundoora mentioned Turalla Respite Care Service in
Terang, which is a facility for people with
intellectual disabilities, particularly autism.
One of the most serious issues for disability services
is respite care for families who are dedicated to
looking after their disabled loved ones but who are
often close to breaking point. Respite care is very
important to them and is a concern of this
government. We have allocated substantial funding
towards respite care and protected it from budget
cuts.
It is of the highest priority that the service continue.
The Turalla issue is complicated. Funding problems
were created by the previous government but this
government is prepared to consult to try to solve
these problems. I shall confer with the honourable
member or with the representatives of Turalla or
officers of my department, but I reiterate: the
problems occurred under the previous government,
not under this government.
I refer to the important matters raised by the
honourable member for Geelong North about the
Corio Village office of the Department of Health and
Community Services being closed on the number of
occasions he mentioned. Security is a vital issue
here. As honourable members would be aware, the
department is very much a human part of
government in the sense that the issues with which
it deals result from the trauma of people damaged
by the system, by the recession and by the
mismanagement of finances by the former
government.
This government had planned to move the Corio
Village office into the Corio Community Health
Centre to provide more security. That plan had to be
moved forward because staff were held at gunpoint.
That is why the office was temporarily closed. Files
were stolen, and we were not prepared to put the
security and safety of staff at risk. As a result, staff
were relocated to Geelong.
Mr Gude interjected.
Mr JOHN - I am concerned about the issue and
as a result of the matter being raised by the
honourable member for Geelong North I will
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certainly take further steps to ensure that not only is
the security of the staff properly addressed but also
that his constituents are provided with a high
quality service.
Mr MACLELLAN (Minister for Planning) - It
appears the honourable member for Dandenong
must have been cut off on Tuesday evening when he
referred to Hampton Park chemical storage. I
understand that he now wishes me to take the
matter further. Indeed, in completing his
presentation to the House this evening he asks for
my resignation. In view of the honourable member's
lack of confidence in me I shall assist him by reading
a letter written by my predecessor, who is, I
understand, both a party colleague and even a
factional colleague of the honourable member for
Dandenong.

Nevertheless, I appreciate the extent of the concern
expressed by Hampton Park residents regarding the
impact of the warehouse on the local community. I
have met with a deputation of local residents to inform
myself of the issues. I have also had discussions with
the company.
As a result, I have indicated a willingness to have a
senior officer of my department assist the company and
residents to explore any other appropriately zoned sites
which might be suitable for the warehouse. I
understand that representatives of Hampton Park
residents are finalising arrangements for a meeting to
discuss possible alternative sites.
I have sent a copy of this letter to the Hon. Maureen
Lyster MLC for her information.

The letter is signed, Andrew McCutcheon, Minister
for Planning and Housing". If the honourable
member for Dandenong has difficulty accepting
what I have said, I can only urge him to keep an
open mind, both in a fraternal party sense and in a
factional sense, to the words written by the former
Minister on 2 October 1992, on the eve of the election
that returned him to this place. I ask the honourable
member to take on board the matters set out in the
letter. Because of the way this matter has developed
since that date, I do not feel that there is any cause
for me to respond in a positive way to the
honourable member's suggestion.
11

The letter is dated, somewhat significantly, 2
October 1992, and represents something of a last will
and testament. It addresses the subject of the
chemical warehouse at Waterview Close, Hampton
Park:
Thank you for your letter of 5 August 1992 expressing
concern about the proposed chemical warehouse in
Waterview Close, Hampton Park and seeking my
assistance to prevent the development from
proceeding. You also wrote to the Hon. Maureen Lyster
MLC who forwarded your letter to me for my attention.
The issues regarding the chemical warehouse were
thoroughly canvassed at the hearing of the planning
appeal. In respect of safety, the Administrative Appeals
Tribunal in its determination of the appeal noted "all of
the authorities which might have some legitimate
concern regarding the safety aspects of this proposal
are satisfied with the precautions proposed". A further
major factor in support of the proposal was that the
Occupational Health and Safety Authority, having
received a detailed report on the warehouse, had issued
a licence for it. The tribunal concluded that there was
no planning reason to justify a refusal of the permit
sought. In directing that a permit be issued, the tribunal
noted that it considered the implications of this
decision with great care because it understood that the
fears of the objectors were sincerely held. However, the
objectors failed to substantiate their grounds of
objection and the council failed to make its grounds of
refusal.
Consolidated Chemical Company therefore has a valid
permit which it can act on. A change to the planning
scheme at this stage cannot prevent a lawfully issued
permit being acted upon.

Mr BROWN (Minister for Public Transport) The honourable member for Van Yean outlined my
visit to the electorate of Tullamarine recently. I
visited the electorate to open officially the new office
of my colleague, who was elected at the last State
election. It was a truly wonderful turnout.
When I arrived and saw the crowd that had
amassed, I wondered what had transpired. When
one goes to the seat of Tullamarine, approaches an
office and cannot get through the door because of
the crowd of people, one has to say that it is a
change for the better, more so when approached by
people in the crowd who say that for the first time in
40 years they voted Liberal. To have people say that
the new member for Tullamarine, my colleague
Bernie Finn, is the best representative they have had
for four decades gives one a warm, inner glow. To
have such a warm welcome in the western suburbs
has the same effect.
Several times a week I officiate at all sorts of
functions and in the five months I have been
Minister for Public Transport this was one of the
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best receptions I have received anywhere. That is in
sharp contrast with the situation of the member
across the boundary, the honourable member for
Yan Yean.
On the night of the opening of the Tullamarine office
many derogatory comments were made about the
lack of representation in the electorate of Yan Yean.
Constituents said that they wished they had a Bernie
Finn across the border. I came away from that
reception with six requests: three were from the
electorate of Yan Yean. To my knowledge the
honourable member for Yan Yean has made no
representations to the government on the issues
brought to my attention when I visited the electorate
of Tullamarine.
One would assume that the honourable member for
Thomastown, who is supposed to represent the
Labor Party on transport matters, would have an
interest in lifting his credibility, but I was
telephoned by the Australian Broadcasting
Corporation two weeks ago about comments he
made on the issue the honourable member for Yan
Yean raised tonight. On 6 January I announced a
strategy to reform public transport and to deliver a
world-class system. I announced the introduction of
nightrider buses. After the last train, buses take over
and in some cases they will run until other public
transport recommences in the areas concerned - for
example, at the running of the first train the
following morning.
Among the many wonderful reforms I announced
the coalition will make to the Victorian transport
system, I also said that some areas of Melbourne will
enjoy a 24-hour public transport service. Despite
that the honourable member for Thomastown had
the gall to put about the lie that the government
would not honour the commitment I had given only
a few weeks earlier. Of course the government will
honour the commitment!
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spoke of their distress that the area had been left for
dead by the Labor Party during the 10 years it was
in office. The people of Tullamarine did not benefit
at all from being represented by a member of the
Laborgovernment.
Despite the strong belief of those people that they
had not been given a fair go for a long time, the
honourable member for Yan Yean has the effrontery
to say that although the party he represents did
nothing for his constituents during its 10 years in
office he wants a brand new coalition government to
come up with the money for the services his
electorate needs. The honourable member is a
three-time loser - he was done over when he raised
an issue during the adjournment debate on Tuesday
night, he was done over last night, and he will be
done over again today.
When I opened the electorate office of the
honourable member for Tullamarine I said that the
government, with the assistance of its excellent local
member, would examine the feaSibility of extending
the nightrider service beyond Broadmeadows - to
which the government is already committed and
which will commence in a few weeks - to Sunbury.
As my colleague the honourable member for
Tullamarine said, that could also service
new-growth regions and enable teenagers and
families with children living in those areas to travel
safely to and from home on public transport. For the
first time in almost 40 years areas such as
Westmeadows are being properly represented. The
same applies to areas such as Attwood, Gladstone
Park, Tullamarine, Tullamarine Airport, Bulla and
Sunbury.
I undertook to examine the feasibility of the
proposal on the basis of my friend and colleague the
honourable member for Tullamarine consulting his
constituents, particularly those in the areas I have
mentioned, to see whether a demand exists for a
nightrider service.

In the very near future I shall be able to inform the

House of the successful private tenderers for the
nightrider bus services, which will operate from
midnight from pick-up and drop-off points in
Swans ton Walk agreed to by the Melbourne City
Council. The service will radiate to points on the
outer fringes of the metropolitan area, and will
provide those communities with services the like of
which they have not previously enjoyed.
It is true that when I attended the opening of the

electorate office of my colleague the honourable
member for Tullamarine some of those present

The nightrider buses will be equipped with
telephones. For the first time in this State's history,
for a small fee passengers travelling at 2 o'clock or 3
0' clock in the morning will be able to telephone
home to inform their parents or partners of the time
of their arrival, so that they can be accompanied
home.
Unlike the former Labor government, this
government is interested in providing safe, reliable
and secure public transport services. The
honourable member for Tullamarine sees the
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advantage in that service being extended to his
electorate. The Public Transport Corporation will
examine the issue. If there is obvious potential for
patronage of such a service a pilot scheme will be
introduced and if the usage is high enough the
scheme will become a permanent fixture.
The effrontery of the Labor Party knows no bounds.
In the interests of decent public transport the
government was considering the upgrading of the
Sunbury railway station at a cost of $150000. This
week in the local media the Federal member for
Burke, Mr Neil O'Keefe, is claiming the credit for an
announcement I made three weeks ago. It is
unbelievable. The new State government does the
work, straightens up the State and gets its finances
to a position where there is a glimmer of hope of
their being restored, and the Labor Party hacks, both
Federal and State, claim the credit.
The government is seeking assistance from the
Federal government to fund the upgrade of the
Sunbury railway station. Although I made the
announcement three weeks ago the Federal member
for Burke has now committed the Federal
government to spending $150 000.
Mr Gude -It won't be there to do it!
Mr BROWN - Exactly. The problem is that the
Federal member and his colleagues will not be there
to provide the money after Saturday. Not only are
they unable to provide the funds but also they are
claiming credit for an announcement I made three
weeks ago. Like the Tullamarine electorate, for the
past decade Labor left the electorate of Yan Yean for
dead. It was a decade of decadence, despair and
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decimation under a government that could not have
cared less for the area.
Unlike the fonner Labor government, this
government governs for all Victorians. It will look
after the residents of Tullamarine and will examine
the needs of other electorates, whether it be Yan
Yean or any other electorate in the State. The
government will do all it can to turn around the
squalor that has been left behind by Labor. Over
time the government will give Victorians something
they have never enjoyed in recent years: a safe,
clean, reliable and cost-efficient public transport
service.
The SPEAKER - Order! Did the Minister for
Industry and Employment have sufficient time in
the 45 seconds available to the honourable member
for Footscray to get the gist of the matter he was
raising? If he did, is he prepared to give an answer?
Mr GUDE (Minister for Industry and
Employment) - The honourable member for
Footscray referred to the Sunshine police station. He
was not able to provide details of the issue but I will
refer the matter to the Minister for Police and
Emergency Services and invite the honourable
member to contact the Minister. I am sure together
we can resolve the matter, whatever it is.
Motion agreed to.
House adjourned 5.10 p.m. until Tuesday, 16
March.
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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
The following answers to questions on notice were circulated:

ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
(Question No. 1)
Or COG HILL (Werribee) asked the Premier:
What policy, guidelines or other practices will apply to the period within which answers will be provided to questions
on notice directed to himself and to other members of his government?

Mr KENNETf (Premier) - The answer is:
The rules on answering questions on notice are established by this House.
My government will, of course, adhere to existing procedures or any others the House implements.

VICTORIAN NUMBERPLATES
(Question No. 2)
Or cOGHILL (Werribee) asked the Premier:
In relation to the numberplates in the series beginning VIC 1:
1. What was the authority for those numberplates to be reassigned to cars provided to certain office-holders

following the election?
2. What was the basis upon which each number was reassigned, indicating the office to which each number
is now related?

Mr KENNETf (Premier) - The answer is:
The vehicle fleet with the VIC series numberplates is the Ministerial car fleet and falls within my Ministerial
responsibility. Obviously, the change of government necessitated the allocation of those vehicles to the new Ministers
and other members of Parliament entitled to vehicles. The basis for allocating a particular vehicle was at my direction.
I have not provided a list of Ministers and their vehicle numberplates for security reasons.

ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
(Question No. 3)
Or cOGHILL (Werribee) asked the Premier:
In respect of question on notice No. 1, notice of which was given on 27 October 1992:
What are the reasons for the failure to answer that question?
When will an answer to that question be provided?

Mr KENNETf (Premier) - The answer is:
The rules on answering questions on notice are established by this House.
My government will, of course, adhere to existing procedures or any others the House implements.
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Mr KENNAN (Broadmeadows) - Mr Speaker,
the--

Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER (Hon. J. E. Delzoppo) took the chair
at 2.6 p.m. and read the prayer.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE
FIGHTBACK PACKAGE
Ms KIRNER (Leader of the Opposition) - My
question is directed to the Premier, and I thank the
Premier for his great contribution to Labor's historic
election victory.
The SPEAKER - Order! The Leader of the
Opposition will resume her seat. I draw to the
attention of the Leader of the Opposition Standing
Order No. 126, which provides that no opinion shall
be offered in putting a question.

Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER - Order! I call the Leader of the
Opposition.
Ms KIRNER - Will the Premier now release all
documents, including the detailed analysis prepared
recently for the government by the Department of
the Premier and Cabinet, on what impact the
election of a Hewson government would have had
on the Victorian government's finances?
The SPEAKER - Order! I have difficulty with
the question, which borders on being hypothetical. If
the Leader of the Opposition wishes to rephrase her
question, I will hear her. At present her question is
out of order.
Ms KIRNER - Thank you, Mr Speaker.
Fightback analysis documents in the posseSSion of
the Department of the Premier and Cabinet outline
the financial impact on the State. My question is: will
the Premier table them?

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr McNAMARA (Minister for Police and
Emergency Services) - On a point of order,
Mr Speaker, the Leader of the OppOSition seems to
be raising a point of order rather than asking a
question. I ask you to bring her back to the question.

The SPEAKER - Order! This farce has gone on
long enough. If there is further interruption from
either side of the House I will dispense with
question time.
Mr KENNAN - The Leader of the Opposition
was raising a point of order concerning the question.
The question asked for the production of documents
concerning the finances of this State that exist and
are relevant to the people of Victoria. Those
documents were referred to in this House last week
and the government refused to produce them. The '
documents, which were available last week, concern
the state of Victoria's finances subject to certain
events taking place.
The fact that those events did not take place does not
change the fact that the documents exist. It is in the
public interest that the documents be made
available. The Leader of the OppOSition was
requesting that the documents, which last week the
government admitted existed, be made available.
The question does not depend on the happening of a
hypothetical event; it relates to the tabling of existing
documents.
Mr McNAMARA (Minister for Police and
Emergency Services) - On the point of order,
Mr Speaker, you directed the Leader of the
Opposition to rephrase a question. She then made a
further statement, which the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition informed the House was a point of
order. I ask you, Sir, to direct the Leader of the
Opposition as you have in the past.
The SPEAKER - Order! The Chair is still
considering the point of order.
Mr RICHARDSON (Forest Hill) - On the point
?f order: Mr Speaker, I direct your attention to your
InstructIon to the Leader of the Opposition that she
should redraft her question. I direct you, Sir, to the
well-established practice referred to in May relating
to the asking of questions. The relevant passage
states that a question must seek information and
should contain neither a preamble nor information.
Apart from the fact that she was basing her
proposition on a hypothetical situation and was
asking a hypothetical question, the former Premier,
the current Leader of the Opposition, was notfollowing the instructions from the Chair and was
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clearly in breach of the well-established principles
for asking questions.
The SPEAKER - Order! The Leader of the
Opposition rephrased her question, which I shall
paraphrase as: will the documents be released?
Mr KENNETT (Premier) - Thank you,
Mr Speaker, for that interpretation. The government
will continue to uphold not only the practices but
also the principles associated with Cabinet
documents and the Cabinet office. It was not this
government's decision to lock up the documents
under Cabinet privilege. If the documents are to be
released, the former Premier, the current Leader of
the Opposition, must understand that she is
breaking precedents and is setting the example
where any other document - Mr ROPER (Coburg) -On a point of order,
Mr Speaker, in putting her question the Leader of
the Opposition referred, among other things, to
documents recently prepared by the Department of
the Premier and Cabinet. That was quite specific,
and if other documents exist apart from Cabinet
documents, which is believed to be the case, the
Premier should release those documents including
those prepared for him by his department.
The SPEAKER - Order! I have heard sufficient
on the point of order, and I rule that the Premier's
answer is relevant.
Mr KENNETT (Premier) - It is amazing that the
Labor Party has proved to be incompetent at
managing the State as well as its own affairs. I do
not intend to set a precedent in this House that will
mean the security of Cabinet documents is in any
way betrayed.
I cannot remember the Leader of the Opposition
asking for documents from my department, as the
Leader of the House has implied. However, I shall
be magnanimous and say that I am more than happy
to make available any documents drafted at my
direction since the last election and held in my
department. I am not aware of any documents that I
asked for, so honourable members opposite should
not hold their breath waiting for those documents.
In the next few days - Mr BAKER (Sunshine) - On a point of order,
Mr Speaker, on the question of relevance. It is
beyond the bounds of fantasy to accept that the
Premier does not know of any documents held
within the Department of the Premier and Cabinet
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when last Friday week - and it is easy to check the
court records - his department furnished no less
than-The SPEAKER -Order! What is the honourable
member's point of order?
Mr BAKER - It relates to relevance, Mr Speaker.
The Premier is suggesting that he does not know of
any relevant documents and that there are no such
documents held within his department, but last
Friday week his department furnished a court of law
with no less than 28 documents.
The SPEAKER - Order! I have heard sufficient
on the point of order. I do not uphold the point of
order.
Mr KENNETT (Premier) - I was attempting to
interpret the question of the Leader of the
Opposition, the point of order raised by the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition and the point of order
raised by the honourable member for Coburg. I am
more than happy to give to the opposition any
documents that I have requested my department to
draft since the last State election.
It is not good enough for some members of the

opposition to try to put words into the mouth of the
government or anyone else. The opposition has
failed. It has proved itself to be totally unworthy, not
just of occupying the government benches but of
being the opposition. The opposition is an
unmitigated rabble.
I will give the opposition any documents I have
commissioned my department to draft on the goods
and services tax but, as I have already said, the
opposition should not hold its breath waiting,
because from memory I cannot think of any such
documents.

TRANSPORT REFORM PACKAGE
Mr DOYLE (Malvern) - I refer the Minister for
Public Transport to the fiasco that occurred when
the Minister for Transport in the former Labor
government, the honourable member for
Broadmeadows, attempted to introduce the
MetTicket, causing massive disruption to the
community and fights with the union. Has the
Minister been able to reach agreement with
transport unions on the introduction of the transport
reform package announced on 6 January?
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Mr BROWN (Minister for Public Transport) - I
thank the honourable member for one of the most
important questions that the House has been asked
for some time. It is well known that the government
inherited a public transport system that was
decimated and had been inefficient for decades. It
had been brought to its knees by gross
mismanagement under the ID-year reign of the
Laborgovernment.
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When one considers what the incompetent mob
opposite was unable to accomplish during the past
10 years one realises that the department turned out
to be an electric chair for some!
I am delighted to inform the House that the
government has now reached agreement with every
public transport union in this State.

Honourable members interjecting.
Honourable members have heard of the Oarsome
Foursome, but the four Labor transport Ministers are
known as the Failed Foursome! Firstly, there was the
illustrious Steve Crabb who, within months of
becoming Minister, bloated even further an already
bloated bureaucracy by employing an additional
2400 personnel. He was followed by Snappy Tom!
The SPEAKER - Order! I ask the Minister to
withdraw his remark.
Mr BROWN - I withdraw. I was referring to the
honourable member for Coburg, who acted in a
snappy way when he ran the transport portfolio. I
have not had to resort to throwing ashtrays at my
chief executive officer! The honourable member did
to transport what he did to health and, if I used a
certain term to describe his actions, I would be
thrown out of the Chamber for using
unparliamentary language. Suffice it to say that he
added to the ruination of the transport portfolio
during his reign as Minister.
I always save the best until last. In my five months
as Minister I have come to understand that the
unions have a fond regard for former Minister
Spyker. He gave them everything they wanted, so
naturally there is no ill feeling towards him. That
leaves the most failed transport Minister of all!
Mr Leigh - Who was that?
Mr BROWN - That was the MetTicket Man,
Scratchy ]im! He led the community to believe the
unions were responsible for all the problems in
public transport in Victoria, but when he tried to
implement reform he did not have a hope. I
remember that at the time of the Olympic Games bid
Melbourne was brought to its knees. When the eyes
of the world were looking at Victoria, trams jammed
the City of Melbourne. The government was out of
control and could not negotiate satisfactorily with
the union.
I was told five months ago when I became the
Minister that this department was the death seat.

The SPEAKER - Order! Handclapping is
disorderly in this House. I ask both sides of the
House to come to order, and I ask the Minister to
conclude his answer.
Mr BROWN - I am sure my colleagues
understand that it is disorderly to clap, but it is not
every day that the House is informed of something
that has never been achieved before in the history of
Victoria. I assume it is difficult for my colleagues to
contain their delight. We have reached agreement
with all 11 transport unions. Honourable members
know that six weeks ago the government reached
agreement with the tramways union. All Victoria
and not just the government will benefit from the
agreement reached. The former government ruined
the State with fight after fight with the unions.
The government is delighted that it has been able to
reach agreement with the union and today I have to
announce that the agreement goes much further.
All 11 rail unions under the banner of the Trades
Hall Council have been meeting with the
government for the past six weeks and, as a result,
agreement has been reached that throughout the
entire public transport system in Victoria best
practice work methods will be introduced and
automated ticketing will be introduced with
cooperation across the three modes of transport.
The item that ruined the career of the now Deputy
Leader of the Opposition, and one of the reasons
why the Labor Party is now in opposition, was his
failed proposal for scratch tickets - he called it
MetTicket. That system, which operates everywhere
in the world except in Victoria, has now been agreed
to by all the unions involved. The government,
unlike the opposition, is prepared to talk to unions
and reach agreements that are in the public interest.
We have also agreed to: the removal of guards from
all trains; driver-only operation of both trains and
trams; the contracting out of most of our non-core
work; the reduction of driver training time from the
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current two years to six months; massive savings in
our freight system and the way our workshops will
be administered in the future. I might add that the
workshop savings of $95 million per annum alone
will be achieved in the next three years on an agreed
basis.

- - - - - - - - - - ------ -- -- ----

government has achieved it and I am proud to have
been part of an outcome that people some months
ago would have said could never be achieved.
Honourable Members - Hear, hear!

FIGHTBACK PACKAGE
The other benefit to the community is that the
Williamstown and Alamein trains will continue to
run.

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr BROWN - Yes, Williamstown,
Mr Speaker - Williamstown.

Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER -Order! Would the Minister
please try to conclude his answer?
Mr BROWN - The government will reserve its
decision on the Up field line pending the outcome of
an environment effects statement. All night trains
that are currently running after 8 p.m. will continue
to run and six of the nine country rail lines will
continue to run, albeit on reduced levels with some
road coach substitution. What a stunning outcome
for all Victorians!
Mr Roper interjected.
Mr BROWN - The crews, the government and
the unions have had the commonsense to sit down
and negotiate something the honourable member for
Coburg was never able to achieve. Not only will
many jobs be saved but the government will also
save for the taxpayers $245 million a year by
agreement three years from now.
Mr Batchelor interjected.
Mr BROWN - One would think that all
Victorians would praise this but, no, the honourable
member for Thomastown - The SPEAKER - Order! I ask the Minister to
conclude his answer.
Mr BROWN - I shall conclude on this point,
Mr Speaker: the honourable member for
Thomastown is the only Victorian of whom I am
aware who has been belly-aching about what is a
brilliant outcome for all Victorians. It is
understandable why he would belly-ache; he knows
his mob could not achieve it. He is jealous that this

Ms KIRNER (Leader of the Opposition) - I refer
the Premier to his previous answer concerning
documents that exist in the Department of the
Premier and Cabinet on the analysis of the impact of
Fightback on State finances. I ask the Premier
whether he is prepared to table the documents
prepared by the Department of the Premier and
Cabinet, whether or not he requested them, and if
not, why not?
Mr KENNElT (Premier) - What a loser! What
an incredible loser! The Leader of the Opposition
would have to be the greatest - -

Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER - Order! The Premier will
resume his seat. I again warn the House, for the last
time, that persisting interjectors on either side of the
House will be dealt with, and should they be named
they will have no-one to blame but themselves.
Mr KENNElT - This is an incredible question
from a discredited political force, from the
discredited Leader of that political force, from the
greatest loser in this State's political history since the
war! The question can be answered in two ways:
first, its relevance. It is no longer relevant. It was put
to the Australian community in the form of a
referendum, and even we accept that the Australian
people rejected it! Fightback as a document - the
GST -is dead. That the Leader of the Opposition
wants to revisit something that is irrelevant speaks
more of her and the - -

Honourable members interjecting.
Ms KIRNER (Leader of the Opposition)Mr Speaker, on a point of order on the matter of
relevance, the question goes to the very heart of the
standards, intentions and management of
government. It is a simple question, the answer to
which, if the Premier is prepared to do the right
thing by the Victorian community, will reveal
whether this government was prepared to sell out
the people of Victoria in the past and whether it is
prepared to do so in the future.
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On the matter of relevance, the question is simple-

I do not know why the Premier wants to avoid the
answer: will he table all documents, whether he
asked for them or he did not, on the impact of
Fightback? It is in the interests of the Victorian
people to know to what lengths the Premier was
prepared to go in selling out the people of Victoria
for political purposes.
The SPEAKER - Order! Up to the time the
Leader of the Opposition interrupted the Premier in
his answer, I believe the answer was relevant. The
Premier and the House know that should he stray
from relevance he will be pulled up by the Chair.
Mr KENNETI (Premier) - I find this amazing.
These source documents were in the hands of the
Leader of the Opposition when she was the Premier.
Did she reveal them to the public? No. What she did
was lock them up in Cabinet! So don't come back
here six months later and say to the Victorian public
that you have standards, because you have not!
Let us ask some relevant questions: who was the
professional ditcher of public standards in Victoria?
It was the person who is sitting there as Leader of
the OppOSition! Who hid the debt reduction
program when she was Leader, with the aid of her
Treasurer? It was this Leader of the OppOSition! This
Leader of the Opposition has no relevance and no
vision and absolutely no credibility when she calls
for the release of documents that she herself locked
up and hid!
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go back from here and ask for those to be brought to
my attention, if there are any. Certainly I shall be
only too happy to make the documents available to
the Leader of the OppOSition. I hope that when she
receives them she will get a great deal of satisfaction
because what she has proved today by asking for
documents that are no longer relevant is that she
and her party are not relevant to Victoria.

MELBOURNE REMAND CENTRE
Mr E. R. SMITH (Glen Waverley) - My question
without notice is directed to the Minister for Police
and Emergency Services. In the light of the recent
break-out by two prisoners from Melbourne
Remand Centre, will the Minister advise the House
what steps have been taken to improve the security
system that the government inherited, including the
inadequate security measures inside Victoria's
maximum security prisons?
Mr McNAMARA (Minister for Police and
Emergency Services) - The government has acted
promptly to ensure that the security of our current
prison system is improved. I have been made aware
that the escape from the remand centre was made
possible by the previous government's rejection of
the recommendations of the prison governor to
place bars over a number of windows. The previous
government said that bars would make that facility
look too much like a prison.
Mr Sandon interjected.

Ms Kirner - We will see. Don't mislead the
House.

Mr McNAMARA - That was four years ago. We
immediately ordered - -

Mr KENNETI - You locked them up! I said to
the House earlier that I will go back from this
question time and ascertain what documents I have
in my department that I called for. I think I will
probably find that there are none, because I cannot
remember ever asking for anything on this issue. I
have said that several times.

The SPEAKER - Order! It is not the first time
that I have had to rise and draw attention to the
behaviour of the honourable member for Carrum. If
he continues in that vein, I will name him. I trust
that that is clear.

Secondly, I will not release documents that have
been secured by a former government as Cabinet
documents because that breaks down the whole
Westminster system of government and would open
up all of the documents.

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr KENNETI - The third issue the Leader of
the Opposition has raised with me relates to any
other documents that exist in my department. I will

Mr McNAMARA - We are obviously concerned
to ensure that we provide security in accordance
with the guidelines suggested by the people
administering the system. It is absolutely surprising
that I was told by the remand centre that the
previous government had received that advice and
ignored it. The government has directed that bars be
placed on those windows immediately, as
recommended by the governor and as ignored by
the previous government.
The government also took a number of steps to
ensure that security in the prison system is
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tightened. Immediately we ensured that
maximum-security prisons - for example, Barwon
Prison, Pentridge Prison, Metropolitan Reception
Prison and the Melbourne Remand Centre - had
contact visits suspended for all inmates.

public safety of Victorians. It will not place police
officers and others at risk because some of these
desperate individuals escape. We will not kowtow
to the easy solutions as the former government did.
Our priority is to protect the Victorian public.

I called on the chairman of the Ministerial Advisory
Committee on Corrections, the Honourable WaIter
Jona, to provide me with a report. On Friday he
provided me with an interim report which made a
number of additional recommendations. We
implemented those immediately. The government is
waiting on further recommendations to come
forward within 30 days.

The guidelines should not be interpreted as
suggesting that the government is softening its
resolve to care for the safety of the community,
because that is its No. 1 priority. The government
has not made contact visits available to all
high-security prisoners. At the time of the escape
last week 142 prisoners were banned from receiving
contact visits because of offences they had
committed while in custody, particularly the use of
illegal contraband such as drugs. As a result of the
latest escapes another 160 inmates have been added
to the list of high-security prisoners who will not be
granted access to contact visits. There are now 302
prisoners - -

As of the middle of this week, a number of inmates
in those institutions will be allowed contact visits,
but under very tight scrutiny. The process we will
include stringent identification tests for visitors
coming into the prison system. We have advised the
Deparbnent of Justice that identification such as the
production of a rate notice will not be adequate. In
the past such identification was sufficient to admit
visitors, and inappropriate people have visited
prisons using aliases. People on ban lists have
entered prisons by falsifying documents. Over 1000
persons are currently banned from entering the
prison system. We will ensure that we identify every
individual more diligently in the future. There will
be a limit on the number of visitors. Two adults plus
children associated with those adults will be allowed.
The government will also ensure that the ratio of
staff supervising those contact visits is no lower than
one prison officer to five prisoners. We will ensure
that no food or beverages are permitted into those
areas, and we have included on the list baby food
and drink. If visitors want to feed their children,
they will have to leave the visiting area and not be in
contact with prisoners.
The government is also examining the guidelines
stipulating which maximum-security prisoners may
receive contact visits. Following contact visits it will
now be compulsory for all prisoners to be
strip-searched. Maximum-security prisoners will be
required to wear approved contact visit overalls of a
boilersuit type that do not have pockets.
Mr Sercombe - They do that now!
Mr McNAMARA - The honourable member is
incorrect. That has not been adhered to. The
government will take seriously the long-term future
of contact visits. I note the hilarity on the opposition
benches. The government is concerned about the

The SPEAKER - Order! Will the Minister please
conclude his answer?
Mr McNAMARA - This is important
information for the security of Victorians. There are
now a total of 302 inmates who are currently banned
and will continue to be banned from having contact
visits. The number of prisoners who were
temporarily refused contact visits until the middle of
this week was 1556. Those inmates will be allowed
contact visits, but only under the strict guidelines
the government has set down.
The government will continue to ensure that it gives
support to officers of the Correctional Services
Division. I have directed that at all times two prison
officers should be working together. My preference
is for a male prison officer to be working with a
female prison officer. We do not want to be in the
position where one prison officer is isolated and can
be threatened by inmates, as happened with the
escape from the remand centre.
At the end of the day we want to ensure that
Victoria is safer - that is the government's
commibnent - and that those who have been
deprived of their liberty will continue to be deprived
of their liberty until they have served their sentences
or the Adult Parole Board or some other authority
determines that they should be released.
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INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS
LEGISLATION
Mr KENNAN (Broadmeadows) - I refer the
Minister for Industry and Employment to the
Premier's earlier answer when he referred to his
acceptance of the electorate's rejection on Saturday
of the eST and Fightback. In light of that rejection
and the rejection of the Jobsback policy will the
Minister now abandon his individual contracts
policy and bring the Victorian industrial relations
system and legislation into line with the federal
system?
Mr GUDE (Minister for Industry and
Employment) - The only way I can answer the
question is with a good news, bad news response.
The bad news is that the result in the House still
stands at 61 seats to 27 seats. The next bit of bad
news is that the Leader of the Opposition will
continue in her position for some time. Perhaps the
third bit of bad news is that no member of the Labor
Party is prepared to introduce the Deputy Leader of
the Opposition to Bill Kelty. The honourable
member has been rwming around Victoria trying to
get an introduction. The honourable member for
Sunshine knows that as well as we do. The
honourable member for Broadmeadows is
completely irrelevant.
The SPEAKER - Order! The Leader of the
House should return to the question.
Mr GUDE - I am now coming to the good. news.
The good news is tha t the reform process will
continue.
Honourable Members -

Hear, hear!

Mr GUDE - The government makes no
apology-Mr KENNAN (Broadmeadows) -On a point of
order, Mr Speaker, the Minister has been answering
the question for some 3 minutes. He was asked
whether he would bring the government's policy
into line with the federal industrial relations system
so that the Victorian industrial relations legislation
and system can be brought into line with the Federal
system. Despite having been on his feet for 3
minutes he has not touched on any matter that is
relevant to answering the specific question.
The SPEAKER - Order! I do not uphold the
point of order.
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Mr GUDE (Minister for Industry and
Employment) - The reform process will continue.
The government will continue to guarantee the right
of individuals to make a free choice about whether
they wish to belong to a trade union or not belong to
a trade union. The government will continue to have
a dual-track system that enables people to make a
choice about whether they want to go back to a
central wage-fixing system or be part of individual
or collective agreement arrangements. There will be
no change.
The government will consult with the trade union
movement. Indeed, prior to the Federal election the
Premier extended an invitation to the trade union
movement. I notice a couple of little jackals having a
yap. It is interesting that when the Minister for
Public Transport was making his remarks earlier
about the process of consultation they were
decidedly quiet. They do not like the fact that, as it
has done in the past and is doing at the moment, the
trade union movement will continue in the future to
discuss, negotiate and reach agreement with the
coalition government - but not with them! That
process will continue.
As it has been dOing, the government will continue
to consult with employers and employer
organisations. As the Premier has indicated, the
government will be happy, and indeed desires to
have a discussion with the Prime Minister and
whoever his Minister responsible for industrial
relations may be to see if there are areas of common
ground.
However, it should be understood. clearly that one
million Australians, including 250 000 Victorians,
are out of work and that the Labor Party put them
there. Victoria, which is the manufacturing base of
Australia, has seen its manufacturing industries
decimated and companies go off shore because the
costs of production business on-costs are lower. As
the Premier has pointed out on innumerable
occasions, Australia is part of the Asia-Pacific rim.
We should stop referring to the Organisation for
Economic Cooperation and Development and start
making ourselves relevant to the Asia-Pacific area in
which we are situated.
The industrial changes and changes in economic
reform processes that the government has
undertaken are designed to give businesses and
employees an opportunity of working and
competing in the future - an opportunity denied to
them by the Labor Party.
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The SPEAKER - Order! The Minister should
conclude his answer.
Mr GUDE - For a decade the Labor Party let
down the people of Australia and Victoria. That will
not continue to occur in Victoria. I am proud of the
direction in which the government is heading. We
will continue to work with the necessary people to
achieve the sort of change that we want for Australia.

LEGAL AID FUNDING
Mr DEAN (Berwick) - I ask the
Attorney-General, in the light of recent
misinformation reported in the media, to provide
the House with details of the true position of the
funding of legal aid in Victoria.
Mrs WADE (Attorney-General) - Recently a
number of newspaper articles have referred to a
crisis in legal aid funding, and, indeed, legal aid
commissions throughout Australia have had
problems with their funding. Those problems have
been compounded by the decision of the High Court
of Australia in the Dietrich case.
However, two recent newspaper articles referred to
the government making substantial cutbacks in legal
aid funding. One article referred to one of my first
actions as Attorney-General being the cutting back
of the funding of legal aid by $2.3 million and
another article wrote of a cutback in legal aid
funding of $3.5 million. Those statements are totally
untrue and without foundation.
In 1992-93 legal aid funding from State government
sources increased 2.6 per cent over the previous year
under Labor. The government has had difficulty in
ensuring that legal aid was properly funded because
there have been difficulties with the Solicitors
Guarantee Fund, which is unable to provide its
share of legal aid funding as occurred in the past.
The amount of money required to be funded
through the Budget this year is $9.8 million more
than in 1991-92, as the government has had to find
the balance between the $8 million provided in
1991-92 and the $17.8 million required to maintain
the funding this financial year.
The Legal Aid Commission has also received more
funding from the Commonwealth government this
year than in previous years. I would like to provide
more funding for legal aid. People require assistance
in obtaining legal representation and the
government wants to provide more funding, but
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unfortunately, due to the spendthrift policies of the
previous Labor government, the money is not
available.
The government has preserved the Legal Aid
Commission from the severe Budget cutbacks that
have occurred in other areas of the Department of
Justice. The newspaper articles were based on
unfunded promises by the previous Labor
government leading up to the last election. In real
terms, legal aid is receiving more money this
financial year than it received last year under a
Laborgovernment.
Dr COGHILL (Werribee) - On a point of order,
Mr Speaker, I direct your attention to the obvious
flouting of your authority and directions as to the
length of answers by Ministers to questions without
notice. You clearly indicated to the House and to
Ministers that answers to questions without notice
should generally not exceed 3 minutes. The first five
answers today took an average of almost 6 minutes
30 seconds.
The SPEAKER - Order! There is no basis to the
point of order. I am aware of the situation in this
House and I intend to make a statement on the
matter tomorrow. There is no point of order.
Mr LEIGH (Mordialloc) - On a further point of
order, Mr Speaker, at the same time as you are
examining the matter I ask that as a matter of
precedent you also consider the course taken by the
former government when the former Speaker was in
charge of the House and provide the House with the
detail of what happened under his arrangements.
The SPEAKER - Order! There is no point of
order but I note the honourable member's comments.

PETITIONS
The Clerk - I have received the following
petitions for presentation to Parliament:

Industrial and associated legislation
To the Honourable the Speaker and members of the
Legislative Assembly in Parliament assembled:
The humble petition of the undersigned citizens of the
State of Victoria sheweth a call for the repeal of all
industrial and associated legislation (for example poll
tax, WorkCare et cetera) that has been introduced in the
November 1992 session of Parliament, together with a
moratorium on the passage of any further legislation
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which further undermines the working conditions of all
Victorians.
Your petitioners therefore pray that all steps are taken
to ensure the repeal of the aforementioned legislation
together with the implementation of a moratorium and
negotiations.
And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

By Ms Marple (134 signatures)

State deficit levy
To the Honourable the Speaker and members of the
Legislative Assembly in Parliament assembled:
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community regarding the recent Budget cuts to
education, specifically:
lack of negotiation and consultation regarding
areas of cuts;
increased class sizes;
decrease in curriculum opportunities;
fragmented programs;
change of teaching style inappropriate to current
trends;
a move away from active learning and
individualised programs;
loss of integration specialists;
loss of special needs teachers;

The humble petition of the undersigned citizens of the
State of Victoria calls for the immediate withdrawal of
the $100 State deficit levy. It is clearly unfair,
inequitable and regressive.
Your petitioners therefore pray that the House take all
necessary steps to ensure the State deficit levy is
withdrawn immediately.
And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

By Mrs Garbutt (1342 signatures)

Coode Island chemical storage facility
To the Honourable the Speaker and members of the
Legislative Assembly in Parliament assembled:
The humble petition of the undersigned citizens of the
State of Victoria sheweth that the proposed transfer of
the Coode Island chemical storage facility to Point
Wilson in the Shire of Corio is not in the public interest
and is strongly opposed by the inhabitants of the
surrounding areas.
Your petitioners therefore pray that the relevant
authorities reject the proposed transfer.
And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

abolishment of community-based cleaners who
were involved in the general running of the school;
forced movement of vice-principals back into the
classroom;
reduction in opportunities for school excursions,
camps et cetera.
Your petitioners pray that the Legislative Assembly
reconsider the cuts to education and enter into
negotiation which will bring about change without
sacrificing the very people it services.
And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

By Mr McArthur (1088 signatures)

Melboume-Warmam bool passenger train
service - cancellation
To the Honourable the Speaker and the members of the
Legislative Assembly in Parliament assembled:
The humble petition of the undersigned citizens of the
State of Victoria respectfully sheweth that we request
that the Minister for Transport not cancel the
Melbourne-Warrnambool passenger train service.
And your petitioners therefore humbly pray that their
rights will be recognised and protected.

By Mr Loney (2991 signatures)
And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

Education budget
To the Honourable the Speaker and members of the
Legislative Assembly in Parliament assembled:
The humble petition of the undersigned citizens of
Victoria showeth that there is great concern in the

By Mr J. F. McGrath (2587 signatures)
Laid on table.

NA TIONAL ROAD TRANSPORT COMMISSION
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NATIONAL ROAD TRANSPORT
COMMISSION
The SPEAKER - Order! 1 draw to the attention
of the House the fact that the report was incorrectly
tabled last week. The necessary correction has been
made.
Mr BROWN (Minister for Public Transport)
re-presented first annual report of National Road
Transport Commission.
Laid on table.

SCRUTINY OF ACTS AND
REGULATIONS COMMITIEE
Alert Digest, No. 2
Mr PERTON (Doncaster) presented report of
Scrutiny of Acts and Regulations Committee on
Alert Digest, No. 2 of 1993 together with an
appendix.
Laid on table.
Ordered to be printed.

PAPERS
Laid on table by Clerk:
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of Works
Employee Superannuation Fund - Report for the year
1991-92
Members of Parliament (Register of Interests) 1978Cumulative Summary of Returns, September 1992
Summary of Primary Returns, December 1992 and
Summary of Variations notified to 1 March 1993
Severally ordered to be printed.
National Parks Act 1975 - Notice of Consent of the
Minister for Conservation and Environment to mineral
exploration by CRA Exploration Pty Limited Chiltern Park under Section 40(5).
State Electoral Office - Report for the year 1991-92
Statutory Rules under the following Acts:
Employee Relations Act 1992 - SR No. 26
Public Authorities (Dividends) Act 1983 - SR
No. 39
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Upper Yarra Valley and Dandenong Ranges
Authority - Report for the year ended
30 September 1992

.. .. .. .. .

Proclamations fixing operative dates in respect of
the following Act pursuant to an Order of the House
dated 27 October 1992:
Agricultural and Veterinary Chemicals Act 1992Sections 1,2,3,4,5,19 (4), 19 (5), 25, 27,53,54,62,68,
69,70,71,72,73,74,75,76, and Schedule 1 on 11 March
1993. Sections 65,66 and 67 on 11 March 1993 (Gazette
No. 10, 11 March 1993).

GRIEVANCE DAY
Dr COG HILL (Werribee) - By leave, I move:
That this House condemns the Leader of the House, the
Honourable Phillip Gude, MLA, for proposing and
supporting motions having the effect of reducing the
opportunities for members to speak during the autumn
sittings 1993 on the question "That grievances be
noted" from a total of 16 hours being 4 hours on each of
four days as provided for under Standing Order No. 59
to a total of less than 6 hours being less than 3 hours on
each of two days.

Mr KENNETT (Premier) - Leave is refused.
Dr COGHILL (Werribee) - I give notice that
tomorrow I will move:
That this House condemns the Leader of the House, the
Honourable Phillip Gude, MLA, for proposing and
supporting motions having the effect of reducing the
opportunities for members to speak during the autumn
sittings 1993 on the question ''That grievances be
noted" from a total of 16 hours being 4 hours on each of
four days as provided for under Standing Order No. 59
to a total of less than 6 hours being less than 3 hours on
each of two days.

APPROPRIATION MESSAGE
Message read recommending appropriation for
Parliamentary Salaries and Superannuation (Basic
Salary) Bill.
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GOVERNOR'S SPEECH
Address-in-Reply
Debate resumed from 11 March; motion of
Mr FINN (Tullamarine) for adoption of
Address-in-Reply.

Mr BAKER (Sunshine) - I am delighted to join
the debate. Various analyses of Saturday's election
have been made and there have been various
attempts to use some public figures as scapegoats,
including the Premier and the honourable member
for Hawthorn. All those suggestions have some
element of veracity. However, one name has not
been put forward and I should like to draw it to the
a ttention of those honourable members in the back
row of the government benches who are now sitting
ducks for "spot the oncer". In light of Saturday's
election all but two of them will be feeling very
nervous from now on.
In my view the person who caused that was the
Treasurer because he, of all the senior figures in the
government, is the Hewson clone; he is the chief
druid of economic rationalism. He presented himself
to the business community and to a variety of
magazines and periodicals, usually those marketed
towards the business community, as the eminence
grise of the Liberal Party; as the architect of the
coalition policies that helped bring the government's
Federal partners to their knees, that helped the
Federal coalition lose what was, in the words of
many commentators, an unlosable election. He is a
true believer on the other side of the fence. For that
reason he is much more dangerous to the future
prospects of the coalition parties in this State.
The Labor Party has fairly sophisticated polling
techniques, and these have reinforced that opinion.
Polls have been carried out, particularly over the last
couple of weeks in Victoria, where the Australian
Labor Party had such a magnificent result. The name
that was mentioned from about two weeks before
the election, especially in the last 24 to 48 hours
when voters were moving back to the Labor Party in
droves, was that of the Treasurer.
This was particularly so after he was thrashed by the
Federal Treasurer, Mr Dawkins, on a 3A W radio
program, and was reinforced publicly on Monday
by callers to the Neil Mitchell show. They spoke of
his inability to explain with any accuracy or
veracity, without any sense of appropriate assurance
to the community, that Victoria would benefit from
the Fightback package and from the goods and
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services tax. Through polls and calls to the N eil
Mitchell program many people indicated that they
saw the Treasurer as the major reason for a swing
back to the Labor Party, particularly in marginal
seats.
We do not want the Treasurer to go. We will not call
for his resignation. We are quite happy to see him
stay because he represents the worst face of the new
Liberal Party. He represents the sorts of things that
Dame Beryl Beaurepaire spoke of in her usual
eloquent, pragmatic way on the PM program, which
I listened to last night as I was driving home.
Dame Beryl, who was a founding member of the
Liberal Party in 1945, suggested that there is no
Liberal Party any more; that no party has the sense
of true liberalism expressed by foundation members
of the Liberal Party and particularly manifest in the
policies and attitude of the late Sir Robert Menzies.
He was not necessarily my hero, but I certainly
admired his ability to reach out to Australians across
the class structure.
Dame Beryl said that the attitudes and politics of the
hardline, hard-right economic rationalists are
manifest in the policies and attitude of
Or Hewson - he will soon be the late lamented
Or Hewson, in a figurative sense - and the
Treasurer of this State above all other members at a
senior level in the Cabinet, which was of more
interest to us.
I do not blame the Premier. From my observations of
him over 20 years I know he is more interested in
slogans and does not have either the wit or the
attention span to produce extremely complex or
well-documented draconian programs of the kind
that have been produced and overseen by the
Treasurer in Victoria.
In the period leading up to the election the Treasurer

made a lot of boasts. While shadow Treasurer he did
a lot of damage to the State economy and confidence
by talking down the economy until no-one was
interested in investing here.
He made a series of succinct and bold claims about
what he would do if he were Treasurer. He has now
been Treasurer for five months. I have been more
than reasonable - I have refrained from constant
carping and criticism - in allowing him time to
develop his theories so that the opposition could test
whether his first claims were working. One might
say that I have allowed him to run to the length of
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the rope or to have had time to put a bit of lead into
the saddle bags. Boy, has he ever done that!
I turn now to some of the claims the Treasurer made
and what has happened five months down the track.
This is his first report card. From any perspective
and on any measure the result is a comprehensive
fail. It is /IF" for fail; or in some cases "DNP" for did
not present.
The Treasurer made great play of the fact that when
in government he would balance the books. He said
that he would mind the store, that he would run the
shop and that the ledger would balance. The latest
available Niemeyer statement, despite its being
late - and when in opposition the Treasurer always
complained when the statement came out late reveals that there has been a $150 million blow-out
this year compared with the same period under the
former government.
The Treasurer said he would get the debt under
control. In the five months he has been in the job he
has not repatriated one cent of the debt of which he
made so much play. Instead, the Treasurer has
borrowed $600 million and is reaching out for a
further $400 million.
During his recent magical mystery tour of the
finance capitals of the world the Treasurer claimed
he would see whether he could borrow another $1
billion. The Treasurer has a great record on debt
repatriation. He suggested that a massive
privatisation program would produce funds to
repatriate the debt. Putting aside the losses that
would be incurred because of the cessation of public
authority dividends that the relevant public
authorities have contributed to the State coffers, the
Treasurer does not seem to know what he is doing.
He does not care whether an organisation is a public
enterprise; he believes you can rip it up and sell it
off, even the highly successful, much loved and well
supported Transport Accident Commission. I
understand the McKinsey report said it was one of
the greatest organisations of its kind in the world.
Yet the Treasurer is prepared to break that up and
throw it out. That is a major element of his overall
Budget strategy. It seemed Simple. It was straight
dry, supply-side economic theory - straight Milton
Friedman theory! All you had to do was to rip it up,
sell it off and use the proceeds to payoff the debt.
However, at page 13 of a recent issue of Decisions
magazine the Treasurer confesses that his fire sale
will be "doing well to break even".
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Before the last State election he promised that he
would put Victoria back to work. He said, 'We can
get the economy going again; we will put Victoria
back to work". Through the arcane industrial
relations policies of the government and redundancy
packages in the Public Service the Treasurer has
directly put 13 000 Victorians onto the employment
market and is proposing to add another 7000 to the
number of unemployed Victorians. We are still to
hear what he has in store for the public sector and
the community generally when,later in this
sessional period, he has another try and produces
yet another Budget.
The Treasurer promised that the private sector
would create jobs. Again that is the straight chief
druid's line: if you cut business costs everything will
be hunky-dory; competition theory will rule, private
capital will be invested and that will produce jobs.
Those things have not happened because the
Minister's colleague, the Minister for Industry and
Employment, through his divisive industrial
relations policy, has caused a strike of capital and
social upheaval on a scale that would frighten off
any prospective investors. The policy has done that
because it is not balanced and is hard line, just as
Or Hewson's proposed policies were.
People like Or Hewson and the Treasurer, who hold
extreme views, are not much use in my book
because they go too far. They try for the pure model,
and life is not like that. The community, economics
and running a State are also not like that. It is
necessary to take a balanced approach to balancing
the books.
Mr Coleman interjected.
Mr BAKER - I brought my Budget in $2 million
under target, and the one before that was also on
track. If the Minister for Natural Resources does half
as well as I did he will be doing all right. Through
you, Mc Acting Speaker, I ask the honourable
member how he is doing. I hear his budget has
blown out already. We will see how he has
performed.
There is no movement, sign, speck of gold or speck
of hope in the investment figures that are available
at the moment. Where is the economic miracle that
was promised? There is no sign that the policy
settings the Treasurer has put in place are biting.
Meanwhile the dole queues have grown and
Victoria's unemployment rate has risen to the
current level.
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\Vhen will the Treasurer's policies start to bite?
When will we see a turnaround and more jobs? The
Treasurer promised improved efficiency in the
delivery of services while maintaining the level of
services; instead he has presided over massive cuts
in education, transport, health, welfare and
housing - and departments are still overshooting
their budgets! In the usual case it is easy to reduce
expenditure by cutting services, but the Treasurer
has managed to do the opposite. He has managed to
do the impossible: to cut services while increasing
spending! The Treasurer has added to the debt at the
same time.
The Premier promised to govern for all the people
but his Treasurer introduced the most significant
redistribution of taxation away from wealth, income
earners and production towards ordinary families,
battlers and consumption. The Treasurer has taxed
ordinary people in the same way that his hero, the
Leader of the Federal opposition, Or Hewson, was
proposing to do. At the weekend the community
stood in judgment on Or Hewson, and it will stand
in judgment on the Treasurer when the time
comes - and it cannot come soon enough.
Mr Finn interjected.
Mr BAKER - The honourable member for
Tullamarine should look at the votes cast for the
Liberal Party in his electorate in the Federal election.
He will not sleep too well for the next few years. He
is not even included in the "spot the oncer" contest.
The Premier promised to govern for all the people,
but the first thing the Treasurer did was slug
ordinary householders $870 a year. He increased
consumption taxes, such as gas, water, and
electricity bills, and even public transport fares. That
was a great success because when the Minister for
Public Transport appeared before the Public
Accounts and Estimates Committee he indicated
that the 13 per cent increase in public transport fares
has produced a zero net revenue gain. The Treasurer
has never heard of the elasticity of demand, the
other side of the equation. His three-day sandwich
course at the London School of Economics did not
teach him about that. He is a lawyer and it shows.
Worse than that, after his sandwich course he
became a convert to economic rationalism, and we
all know that a convert is the most extreme advocate
one can find.
The Treasurer will sink many of the Liberal
backbench unless they get rid of him. The Premier
has a choice and he must make it quickly. He is
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already starting to shift ground like a sand crab, but
unless he gets rid of the Treasurer many of you will
go down.
The Treasurer is a Druid, a true believer in economic
rationalism. At the end of the month the people of
Victoria will get another dose of the politics of the
nought, the economics of the right. Ordinary
families were rejecting that policy when they went
into the polling booth to vote in the Federal election
and they were mentioning his name as they were
leaving the polling booth.
The Treasurer is lead in the saddlebag. He has to go
because so far nothing he has done has worked. The
economy is showing no sign that it is turning
around. The Treasurer has produced the closest
thing that Australia has to a poll tax, the home tax. I
did refer to it before as Stockdale's curse, but you,
Mr Acting Speaker, suggested that I should not use
that term so I will call it the home tax. All
honourable members know from the thousands of
complaints they have had that this tax affects Nan
and Pop, the disabled home owner, the unemployed
home owner, the single parent home owner bringing
up the kids in difficult circumstances and the young
couple in Deer Park and in Tullamarine battling to
make a go of their first home. They are paying $100
just the same as the millionaire living in Toorak.
Where is the liberalism in that? Would the late Sir
Robert Menzies or even Malcolm Fraser have
implemented a tax so blatantly unfair? Worse than
that, it is highly probable that the millionaire living
in Toorak is running his or her house through the
business or family trust and those tax shelters would
allow them to pay $6O! All the members of the
government voted for that tax and they will regret it.
We cannot wait to get the oncers back before the
electorate. Many government backbenchers should
enjoy the next three years while they can and make
sure they put a little away for a rainy day, because it
will be a bad day for them in about three years time.
Roman emperors raised taxes on almost every item,
but the Roman emperor who introduced the poll tax
brought down the Roman Empire. It is a good lesson
for the government.
The Treasurer was taken with the competition
theory, whatever race it is running in. It is certainly
not running in the United Kingdom or the United
States of America. It does not run in the highly
successful industrialist countries to our north. They
are interventionist governments and always have
been. They put businesses and the banks together or
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industry and the banks together and they form an
association to find and develop their markets.

fruit. He is reaping the harvest of his own poisoned
seed.

The Treasurer promised that his competition theory
would bring growth, but revenues have nose-dived.
For everything he has done on one side of the
equation he has had an equal and opposite effect on
the revenue base - he must come back to the real
world. People have stopped spending and the
Treasurer does not seem to know the basic
mechanics of the theory of elasticity of demand: if
you hit one side of the equation it goes down on the
other side!

This is a serious matter that must be considered by
the House. I have given the House the Treasurer's
figures. He cannot keep on doing the first envelope
trick, blaming the previous government. It did not
take him long to squander his goodwill. The
opposition and the community are entitled to see
some results. Given the suffering he has inflicted
upon them they are entitled to ask where the signs
of a turnaround are. The Treasurer has behaved like
malice in blunderland. None of the economic
indicators shows a glimmer of hope and the
opposition believes the coalition parties should give
serious attention to this person in his portfolio as
Treasurer.

The Treasurer did not learn that in his three-day
course, and what happened with transport is a
classic example: charges have been racked up to the
point where people have to make a decision about
whether they will travel by public transport. That is
what has happened with the Budget as a whole;
revenue is down but the Treasurer gives the
householders another thump.
Mr Cooper interjected.
The SPEAKER - Order! The honourable
member for Momington knows that it is disorderly
to interject and doubly disorderly to interject from
out of his place.
Mr BAKER - The Treasurer went to see the
world and to show off his new toy, the Treasury
Corporation of Victoria, of which he was very
proud. The Premier and the Treasurer met a prince
who talks to trees. Dad and Dave have arrived; they
have gone on a magical, mystery tour of the
international finance capitals. The timing was
superb. There was a change at the White House. One
can imagine who in the international finance capitals
of the world wanted to talk to them. They would
have been lucky if they saw the janitor at the White
House!
They had a ride in a big black car - the Premier said
it was a really big black car. Moody's Investors
Service sent it for them. Before the last election they
went around to Moody's back door to talk down the
Victorian economy and its credit rating and Moody's
showed them the door. The went to see the world,
but they had nothing to bring home.
After two years of talking down the Victorian
economy the Treasurer has given one of the worst
performances we have seen for some time. Nothing
he has done is showing any sign of bearing healthy

The SPEAKER - Order! The honourable
member's time has expired. Before I call the
honourable member for Dromana I point out that he
is making his maiden speech and I expect the House
to offer him the usual courtesy in such
circumstances.
Mr HYAMS (Dromana) - It is an honour for me
to rise in this House as the new member for
Dromana, and, Sir, I join those who have spoken
before me in congratulating you on your election to
the important office of Speaker.
I consider this to be a unique and appropriate

occasion on which to focus special attention on the
Dromana electorate, and that will be the main focus
of what I have to say today. I convey my sincere
appreciation to the people of the Dromana electorate
for electing me on 3 October last year, and I assure
them I shall do my best to represent their interests
and the interests of the electorate as a whole in this
Parliament.
In particular I thank Martin Dixon, president of my
electorate committee, and Bob Merry, my campaign
chairman, the many hard working branch members
and the numerous other enthusiastic people who
assisted this novice candidate and who did so much
to achieve our success at the election.
I hasten to acknowledge the Liberal Party without
which, I am under no illusion, my attendance here
would have been out of the question. The spirit of
Liberalism thrives on the MOmington Peninsula,
where our branches are strong and active and keen
to remind any budding candidate, should it be
necessary, of the party's well-held philosophy. Here
are people who recognise that fundamental to a
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better Australia and a better Victoria must be
opportunity for the individual, free enterprise and
liberty. They are proud and effective ambassadors
for the Liberal Party and the endorsement of these
people is a source of great pride to me.
I also thank Nick Donato, Michael Barun and Marie
Marasco, leading personalities in the local Italian
community, which has extended a warm Latin
welcome to me, and Father Tatsis, leader of the
flourishing community at the Red Hill Greek church,
whose kind reception and friendship I consider a
great compliment.
Since I decided to stand for preselection early in
1991 I have met many fine Australians and
Victorians of all ages and backgrounds and many
interesting people who are vitally concerned about
the future of this country and this State. Exposure to
those people and so many others in the Dromana
community has been a tremendous pleasure and I
am challenged and enriched by that experience.
Above all it is my family who has helped me in my
new activity with varying levels of intrigue,
enjoyment and indulgence. The support of my
children, Amanda, Robbie and Jessica, is of great
value to me, especially in view of their
well-considered reservations about my new job.
Also of great value is the patience, support and good
humour of my wife, Ann. I wish to express also the
special importance to me of my parents who shared
the excitement of my election and I am sad that my
father is not with us today.
The electorate of Dromana is an area of 551 square
kilometres that covers all of the southern
MOmington Peninsula. It lies in the Federal
electorate of Hinders. It is part of the South Eastern
Province and it spans all of the Shire of Flinders and
part of the Shire of Hastings. On the Port Phillip Bay
side the electorate starts about 70 kilometres from
Melbourne at Safety Beach in the north and takes in
the urban regions of Dromana, McCrae, Rosebud,
Tootgarook, Rye, Blairgowrie, Sorrento and Portsea.
This long stretch of beautiful bay coastline ends at
the magnificent Point Nepean National Park that
looks across Port Phillip Bay towards Queenscliff on
one side and across Bass Strait towards Tasmania on
the other. Along the southern border of the
electorate are the rugged ocean beaches of Portsea,
Gunnamatta, Cape Schanck and Bushranger Bay.
The township of Flinders is the first of the Western
Port settlements, that include Shoreham, Point Leo,
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my own briar patch, Balnarring, and finally,
beautiful Somers in the south-east.
In the middle of the Peninsula are the magnificent
hills of Merricks North, Main Ridge, Red Hill and
Arthurs Seat. It is lovely countryside where a wide
variety of rural activities are undertaken, but the
farmers are increasingly encroached upon by
sprawling urbanisation and the ceaseless invasion of
regula tors.

The electorate of Dromana has the highest
percentage of retired persons of any electorate in the
State. Because of its natural attractions and its low
rent levels, it appeals to many, including low income
earners and people dependent on welfare benefits.
An electorate with many of the characteristics of a
country seat, Dromana suffers from inadequate
public services, from limited employment
possibilities and from 10 years of neglect and
mismanagement by both Federal and State Labor
governments. Our unemployment levels - adult
around 20 per cent and youth closer to 50 per cent are totally unacceptable by any standard.
Hospital and other health facilities are inadequate
and they do not cater sufficiently for the needs of
our older population.
The almost complete lack of public transport,
combined with the deteriorating condition of the
second-class road system, puts the population of this
widespread region at a special disadvantage.
The education facilities range from mediocre at best
to appalling at worst, but the so-called "temporary"
TAPE premises at Rosebud are a disgrace and an
indictment of our society.
The electorate also suffers from law and order
problems, from serious and prolonged government
neglect of Crown land and the impost of long
distance telephone charges where local tariff rates
would be more appropriate.
All the while, the local people are conscious of the
need to protect the Momington Peninsula's unique
and fragile environment against the demands and
abuse of a few with short-term, selfish agendas.
It is now more obvious than ever before that money
is no longer readily available to easily solve the
problems in my electorate or, for that matter, in the
rest of Victoria. This State is now confronted with a
debt of more than $60 billion. We have a huge and
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malignant current account deficit and hopelessly
outdated and inefficient structures throughout the
public system.
Incidentally, the real shame on the Federal scene is
the studied refusal of all parties to focus the debate
on our declining living standards. The debate in the
lead-up to Saturday's election failed to acknowledge
the crucial challenges facing this country. A national
debt of around $168 billion, a massive current
account deficit in excess of $20 billion a year and an
urgent need to overhaul the outdated and inefficient
structures in our system lie unattended. Regardless
of the rhetoric, these problems must take top priority
on that new government's agenda. In the Federal
scene also, the government will inevitably be
overwhelmed by these economic imperatives if it
continues to ignore them.
The circumstances of the 1990s present most
Australian governments -and this Victorian
government in particular - with special problems,
the likes of which have not been seen before, or at
least not since the 1890s or the 1930s.
One hundred years ago Australia was the richest
country in the world and Victoria was the richest
part of the richest country. By the 1960s Australia
still had the fourth highest per capita income in the
world. But now we rank around 20th and are sliding
down the economic scale at an accelerating rate. This
downward spiral is compounded, or more correctly
evidenced, by our dangerously high and growing
debt burden, by unacceptable unemployment levels
and by a substantial decline in the standard of
government services.
In simple language, in recent years the State of
Victoria has been going backwards. It has become
significantly poorer in both relative and absolute
terms. Over recent years Victorian government
expenditures have far exceeded government
revenues and we have been borrowing the savings
of others to pay for that excessive spending.
Does it matter, Mr Speaker? Yes, it most certainly
does matter, and not just because of our wish to
maintain and improve material standards. It matters
because a healthy economy is essential if we are to
meet the community's high expectations in caring
for the needy, in education, in health, transport
services, the arts, environmental care - and the
many other non-material aspects of life that we
consider necessary or desirable. The achievement of
high standards in those areas depends on a strong
economy.
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It must be emphasised that this government's
objectives and values extend far beyond issues of
economic performance. But at the same time it must
be remembered that economic success and affluence
create choice. If this State is burdened, as it is, with
debt servicing costs of around 30 per cent of total
revenue, obviously there is that much less available
to spend on government services and our chances of
becoming a progressive, caring, well-educated and
healthy society are diminished.

The government in particular and Victorians in
general face a massive challenge if we are to chart
the path to success. The government must obviously
play a major role. Its goals are to provide leadership,
to take control of the massive debt, to increase the
efficiency of the State's public services and to create
an environment more conducive to the expansion of
business and employment.
The situation is so serious that it will not be enough
to simply cut expenditure and grind out higher
revenue. Major changes will have to be made to the
role and structure of government. Even if it
continues to provide funding for services, the
general aim must be to have State government
services supplied by the private sector in a
competitive environment. In such cases the
government would be no more than a funder rather
than a provider or an opera tor of the services. In
some cases it may even cease to be a funder.
Importantly, however, government must continue to
be the regulator to maintain standards, to guard
against restrictive trade practices and, generally, to
protect individuals and the environment. This
approach means privatisation and contracting out of
many government services and it leads inevitably to
a less intrusive, smaller role for government.
But just as a government can show economic
leadership, it must show leadership in other areas as
well. In these difficult times it is important for all
governments to improve their communications with
the communities they serve. Victorians should be
informed so that they can understand and accept
that there is nothing inevitable about our parlous
condition. Our present problems have not been
imposed upon us from outside; they are of our own
making and, if we choose, we can solve those
problems.
But there is something seriously wrong with
attitudes in our community - the way some of us
think and behave. Too many of us have become
profoundly negative, and groups in our community
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preaching and advancing negative attitudes have
gained extraordinary influence.
The responsibility for getting Victoria on the right
track does not lie only with this government and
with politicians, but I believe all citizens must take
some responsibility. The business sector has an
essential role to play. Community leaders, trade
unionists, teachers, employers, parents and, not
least, the media should all acknowledge personal
and corporate responsibility for contributing to our
progress.
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I commend you on having defeated the former
member for Dromana, because you have saved the
House from the long-winded speeches we all had to
suffer. I wish you well.
The Address-in-Reply is the debate on the
Governor's speech that the government puts
forward at the beginning of a sessional period. It is
the first document for more than 10 years that does
not have a social justice principle underpinning the
philosophy of the government's program. The
speech states, as recorded on page 4 of Hansard of 27
October 1992:

If we need any guidance on the subject of attitudes,

we need only look at some of the countries to our
north that are doing so well, or at successful
European countries like Switzerland. In Victoria
right now we should also remember that Japan and
Germany did not rise from the ashes of the second
world war into international prominence overnight
or by using short-term measures or magic formulas.
Their economic miracles were not miracles at all but
the result of 40 years of persistent hard work and
considerable self-sacrifice.
I thank the people of Dromana for the trust they
have placed in me, which I will do my best to justify.
But I also say to them: do not rely only on
governments and politicians. There is a lot to do, a
positive role for everyone to play, and working
together we can certainly achieve our aims.
I thank the House for the courtesy it has shown me
on this occasion.
Mr MICALLEF (Springvale) - I congratulate the
honourable member for Dromana on his maiden
speech; he delivered it thoughtfully and very well.
One word of advice from the opposition: do not
always believe the company theme song and the
rhetoric. The honourable member has a difficult job
representing his electorate. If he starts from the basis
that Victoria has a massive debt and is behind in
government funding for the resources that are badly
needed in Dromana he will be defeated before he is
able to put pressure on the Ministers who are there
to serve him and the people he represents. I give this
advice to the honourable member: don't believe
everything they tell you: go in hard and represent
the people who put you there; represent them well
and get them the hospitals, the TAFE facilities and
the other services they require. The government of
Victoria does not end at the tramlines; you are past
the tramlines and you should be looked after by a
government that has been at the forefront with its
rhetoric.

The Victorian people clearly accepted Mr Kennett's
offer to take greater control of their own lives, to work
for the security of employment which comes from a
growing and vibrant economy.

The underlying philosophy in the Governor's speech
is, ''Look after yourself, brother or sister, brother
worker or community person, because from now on
you're on your own and it's up to you to get by".
That philosophy was contained in the Fightback
package which was rejected in the election last
weekend.
We have seen much public bleeding over the
election result and heard discussion about the future
of that once great conservative party, the Liberal
Party. Everyone expected much from it, but it is now
in tatters at a Federal level. It looks as though it will
be many years before that party is able to recover.
Bob Menzies must be turning in his grave after the
disastrous loss, which was brought about by
inadequate leadership and the community's
rejection of badly publicised, poorly constructed
policies.
The Victorian community has had a taste of
conservative government, and certainly has had
enough of it. Last November massive crowds - at
least a couple of hundred thousand people - were
on the streets opposing the government in its very
early days. The government skipped the honeymoon
and went straight into the court on assault and
battery charges, which have been bitterly debated
and fought out. The Victorian people were first
misled and then punished by the conservative
government.
It is very sad that the government has taken its

policies out on the Victorian community and has
rammed legislation through the Parliament without
any prior public consultation and with indecent
haste. The great admirers of the Parliamentary
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process, the former Speaker and me included, have
been disgusted with the way Parliament has been
used and abused to ram the legislative program
through.
It is a distortion of the democratic process that
legislation that would normally take a long time to
develop, such as the Employee Relations Bill, the
Vital State Industries (Works and Services) Bill and
the WorkCover legislation, was pushed through.
There was no public consultation, and no time was
allowed for the opposition or the community to
respond. The government skipped the preliminaries
and went straight into the abusive stage of a
broken-down relationship. It is sad that its program
has set the State back 100 years; that is not a
laughing matter. It is sad to see the progress that had
been made through consultation with community
groups going down the drain. This led to the worst
defeat in the history of the Liberal Party last
Saturday.

Anyone with a social conscience, with a soul, should
heed the words of former Prime Minister Malcolm
Fraser. He said that the economic rationalists have
had enough to say and that it is about time they
were told where to go. Once again I advise the
conservatives to put some soul back into their party.
It would be good to see some humanity instead of
hearing nonsense about the privatisation of
government services and contracting out being the
be-all and end-all that will bring about the salvation
of the community. That is a very simplistic
approach. That system has been tried in England
and has completely broken down.
As Prime Minister Keating said, it is sad when a
party tries to develop two classes of people within
the community, as has been done in England. It is
sad to see the way people now live in the once great
industrial sectors of northern England. It needs to be
recognised that policies that divide a community
and establish different classes do not make a society
good to live in.
When handing out political literature last Friday
night at the Parkmore shopping centre in my
electorate, I happened to speak with a former
policeman working in the centre as a security guard.
He was a refugee from Manchester, England, and
said that people in Australia did not know how well
off they were. As a policeman he had been subjected
to attacks with fire bombs, bullets and rocks. He
resigned from the British police force after six years
service. He loves the relative security and quality of
life of Victoria.
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Australia may have problems, but Australians tend
to undersell themselves. Over the past 10 years a set
of priorities has been developed and a range of
services provided to the community, but
unfortunately the Minister for Health, who is at the
table, has attempted to dismantle some of the
services that were well received by the people of
Victoria.
Not everyone in Victoria supported the election of
the Kennett government. The electorate of
Springvale very much rejected the Kennett coalition
and voted accordingly. As the electorate of
Springvale is now contained totally within the City
of Springvale, I think I can speak on behalf of a fair
proportion of the people of Springvale in saying that
they were not happy with the election of the Kennett
government. That was highlighted at the weekend
with a further shift away from the conservative
parties.
The municipality of Springvale contains three
Federal electorates: Hotham, which showed a 10 per
cent swing to Simon Crean; Holt, which showed a
4 per cent swing or thereabouts; and Corinella,
where a 5 per cent swing was responsible for
unseating the incumbent, Russell Broadbent. On a
personal note, I worked well with Russell Broadbent
in the community. In that sense it is sad to see him
go, but politics is politics. Another personal friend,
Alan Griffin, will take over that seat. He will be a
good representative of the constituents of Corinella.
The honourable member for Oakleigh, who was a
close friend of Russell Broadbent, said in her first
speech that he would win, and win well. The
honourable member for Oakleigh must be feeling
bad, first, because she was wrong and, second,
because her friend has lost his seat in the Federal
Parliament. The newly elected member for Corinella
was a City of Springvale councillor. He will bring to
Canberra the concerns of those in the City of
Springvale. It was a magnificent win.
The Labor Party has its ups and downs, but the
conservatives always forget the resilience of the
labour movement. The Labor Party has had some
bad defeats in the past, but because it believes in
social justice it has been able to make a comeback. It
has been able to do so also because the Premier of
Victoria has united the labour movement and
unified the community against the detrimental
changes introduced by the Kennett government. I
would not call them reforms because it is a misuse of
the English language to say that drastically reducing
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the living standards of working people is bringing
about reforms.
The Premier has revived the Labor position and has
been a springboard for the Keating government at a
Federal level. The opposition puts on record its
thanks to the Premier for indirectly having a hand in
that process. The Premier has to live with himself, as
the caucus must live with its decisions. As the
Federal Treasurer has pOinted out, a number of
members on the other side will not hold their seats
after the next election. That would have happened
even without the win on Saturday, but the
re-election of the Labor Party in Canberra has
increased the number of nervous people on the
government side, including the honourable member
for Monbulk. Being known as a oncer is not a record
to be proud of.
The election of the Kennett government set Victoria
back 100 years. The government's disastrous policies
have increased unemployment to unacceptably high
levels. Cutting back the public sector by retrenching
tens of thousands of workers is not the way to bring
about an economic recovery.
The Employee Relations Act is designed to reduce
the wages, conditions and living standards of
ordinary workers. The notion of increasing
productivity by lowering wages is absolutely
ridiculous. Victoria must be the only State in the
Western World to implement such disastrous
policies. Even the conservative governments of
Switzerland and the Scandinavian countries realise
that cutting wages is not the way to increase
productivity.
I cannot imagine how the government expects
productivity to increase when workers are being
forced to work harder while being paid less and
enjoying fewer holidays. Members opposite must
have to practise long and hard in front of their
mirrors to convince themselves of the truth of those
assertions! When I hear so-called Christians and
SOCially concerned people promoting such
intolerance and hypocrisy, I am in danger of
becoming a non-believer!
Legislation such as the Vital State Industries (Works
and Services) Act is anti-worker and harmful to the
community. Under the Act, workers in designated
industries who go on strike - the government can
arbitrarily determine which industries are vitalwill be deemed to be committing criminal offences.

211

Had that Act been in effect in Poland during the
time of the Communist regime, the Herald-Sun
would have gone berserk. Yet the newspaper
obviously believes it is all right for the government
to introduce draconian and undemocratic laws that
penalise workers and trade unionists. It seems that
the Herald-Sun believes democracy is all right so
long as it does not apply at home!
Under the headline "Jobs War", the front page of
today's edition of the newspaper refers to the
newly elected Federal Labor government's plans to
introduce industrial relations legislation to allow
workers currently covered by State awards to move
to Federal award coverage. The Sunday Herald-Sun
must have been the only newspaper in Australia to
print a first edition with a headline describing
Dr Hewson as the likely winner of the Federal
election. It seems that it is difficult for the editors of
the newspaper to come to grips with reality!
The editors of the newspaper should take note of the
advice I gave to the honourable member for
Monbulk, whom I accused of being carried away by
his own rhetoric. It seems the editors of the
Herald-Sun write their own stories and then make up
the headlines, which says a great deal about the
sorry state of professionalism in some sections of the
media.
I notice from this morning's newspaper that
Mr Boyle, a former spokesman for the Small
Business Association, has been disowned by that
association. Obviously a great deal of soul-searching
is going on within the Liberal Party if troglodytes
like Mr Boyle are being weeded out.
The Liberal Party has come unstuck because it has
allowed people such as Mr Boyle to capture the
branches and ram through their policies in the dead
of night, selling them as the way forward. The
Liberal Party would be best advised to continue to
weed out the likes of Mr Boyle and to encourage
traditional Liberals back into the fold. If that occurs
the Liberal Party may do better.
I also note that Mr David Edwards, the President of
the Victorian Employers Chamber of Commerce and
Industry, is now calling for the Kennett government
to modify its industrial relations program. It is ironic
that some hardline employer representatives are
now looking for alternatives. True professionals
such as the head of the Ford Motor Co. of Australia
Ltd, Mr Bill Dix, and the head of BHP are entering
into enterprise agreements with their employees,
and in the process introducing radical reforms and
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ridding workplaces of oubnoded practices. That
compares unfavourably with the actions of those
two-bit bureaucratic heads of employer
organisations who have been spouting off in support
of draconian industrial laws and who, as members
opposite are wont to say in a different context, have
probably never run businesses. We all accept the
need for reform, but that can be achieved only
through consultation.
During question time today the Minister for Public
Transport was beating his chest about the
agreements he has consummated with the transport
unions. What a double standard! On the one hand
the Minister boasts about his willingness to enter
into agreements with the transport unions; yet on
the other hand he is a member of a government that
has introduced legislation designed to smash the
unions and to weaken the ability of workers to
protect themselves - all in the cause of so-called
freedom of choice.
Like the Minister for Public Transport, the
government will have to come to terms with the
important roles played by unions - and by strong
unions in particular. The Minister for Health will
have to understand that the Australian Nursing
Federation, the Health and Community Services
Union and the Health Services Union of Australia
are forces to be reckoned with. The Minister may
have one or two short-term victories; but in the long
run she will have to deal with those unions in the
proper way. Otherwise, the people of Victoria will
suffer.
The health, industrial relations and tax regimes in
Fightback were the main issues on which the people
of Australia voted on the weekend -and the health
issue was probably the sleeper of the election
campaign. On behalf of the Australian Labor Party I
thank the Minister for Health for geeing up the
private health sector, whose campaign highlighted
what would have been in store for ordinary working
people had the Federal coalition government been
elected last Saturday.
Had the Hewson government been elected ordinary
people would have been forced to take out private
health insurance to ensure that they were treated by
doctors of their choice. Most people are concerned
about being able to receive medical treatment when
they are ill. But the Minister for Health and her
colleagues said to ordinary working men and
women, 'We have a wonderful idea for you: we will
force you to take out private health insurance, and
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only then will you be assured of receiving treatment
from the doctor of your choice".
Although it has its problems, most Australians
believe their system of comprehensive health
insurance is one of the best and most effective
systems in the Western World. The government of
the United States of America is considering adopting
a system of universal health cover similar to the
Australian system. In other words, it is moving
away from the system the coalition would have
liked to introduce.
The people who in their droves voted for the Federal
government on Saturday support the current health
system with Medicare as its underpinning. The
goods and services tax would have a tragic impact
on low-income earners. The previous speaker, who
represents retirees in Dromana, recognises that the
coalition policy would have a disastrous effect on his
electorate. More and more retirees will turn away
from the conservative parties because of the fear of a
tax being imposed on consumption. At present most
of their income is spent on consumer goods.
I turn now to issues that affect the Springvale
electorate. The 2 per cent reduction in health
funding imposed by the Minister for Health in
addition to the 2 per cent imposed by the previous
government has imposed an unbearable burden on
the hospital system. I fail to understand why
hospital representatives are being quiet about it.
They were jumping up and down about the original
2 per cent funding cut but have been quiet about the
further 2 per cent. I suggest that the economic
statement to be delivered in a fortnight will make
further cuts to hospital funding. Who knows what
the Minister for Health has in store for the electorate
over the next three years?
I wrote to the Minister asking for special
consideration to be given to the Dandenong and
District Hospital. After attending a meeting with the
honourable member for Berwick and other members
of Parliament we agreed to make a united approach
to the Minister to plead a special case for the
hospital, but our plea was rejected. The Minister
ought to be proud of the fact that the Dandenong
and District Hospital no longer has a waiting list.
The hospital discontinued its waiting list and closed
down wards, so now the residents of Dandenong
and the biggest growth corridor in Victoria are
suffering as a result of the Minister's decision. I ask
the Minister to reconsider the position and take up
my request and that of the honourable member for
Berwick, who said he would speak to her personally.
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I ask the Minister to also address the community
health service which was promised for Dandenong
and to which the previous Budget allocated funds. It
is a tragedy that the funding has been discontinued.
Currently a joint dental service is being operated on
a 50 per cent share basis by the Springvale and
Dandenong municipalities.
Mrs Tehan -All promises of the last
government!
Mr MICALLEF - That service was to be
upgraded to a full-time dental service operating in
both Springvale and Dandenong. Currently there is
a two to three year waiting list for the service. If the
Minister had any soul and if she wanted to win
some kudos from the people in those areas she
would reinstate the proposal to improve the dental
service.
I ask the Minister to reconsider the proposal for the
Kingston day hospital, which was to be redeveloped
at Springvale because the current site has been taken
over as part of a shopping centre development.
Some $1.6 million was allocated in the last Budget
for the redevelopment of this great rehabilitation
centre, which is aligned with the Kingston Centre.
The day hospital has the potential to be a real
regional centre for older people and those suffering
from strokes and so on. It could provide a
tremendous service for local people, and the
proposal should be further considered.
Another issue I wanted to raise in my contribution
to the debate, but for which I will not have time
today, is education. The school system has broken
down. The State education system of which
Victorians were so proud is in chaos. The loss of
teachers and the disruption caused to schools has
been traumatic.
I was disappointed to hear of the reSignation of Dr
Jean Russell, the general manager of the southern
metropolitan region, who obviously was unable to
hack the funding cuts. It is sad to lose people of the
calibre of Jean Russell; we cannot afford to have
people like her leave the system.
The SPEAKER - Order! Before calling the next
speaker I advise the House that the honourable
member for Bayswater is making his maiden speech
and ask honourable members to receive him with
the usual courtesy.
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Mr ASHLEY (Bayswater) - I rise as one of the
stragglers who have waited patiently in line to
congratulate you, Mr Speaker, on your elevation to
the high office you hold in Parliament. But I can do
so from the vantage point of having seen your grace
and good humour at work. I commend you for the
quality of your chairmanship and for putting paid to
any suggestion that there is an ancient correlation
between moral authority and physical stature.
On the Monday following the State election I
travelled by train to the city to attend the first
meeting of Liberal Party members newly elected to
this 52nd Parliament. What struck me as I travelled
on the train that morning was how little the habits of
commuters had changed since the 1970s when, for a
number of years, I regularly took the train into
Flinders Street. A few differences were apparent. A
couple of people were wired up to Walkmans and
beside me, unlike Eleanor Rigby, who ''kept her face
in a jar by the door", was a young woman who kept
hers in a handbag.
The most palpable similarity with the past was the
silence. No-one spoke. There was no conversation. I
was back with the silent majority, back to words I
had written in 1977:
A little man, thin, with spectacles
and a gaze that does not falter ...
He does not read.
He has no book.
There is no desire to sneak a look
at morning paper headlines
waved by the man beside him.
He makes not one sidewards glance
towards a single fellow traveller ...
''He is the 20th century passenger", I wrote.
''The man who passes through
without protest,
without comment ...
He is the silent majority,
supinely wordless
in his resignation;
his plastic lunch box on his knees".

However, this was not a case of deja vu. I recognised
that I must not misconstrue the silence of those
around me as hapless submission. These people had
spoken loud and clear less than two days earlier.
They would no longer accept the inevitability of
each journey's sameness or the sameness of each
journey's end.
I reminded myself that the sole reason I was on the
train that morning was that the silent majority had
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protested against more of the same. They had
endorsed a program of radical political change that
was later outlined to us in the Governor's speech of
27 October.
When I alighted at Parliament station I bumped into
Mr Alan Clayton, who is on the board of
management of Irabina Special Developmental
School, which conducts an early intervention
program. Irabina, in the electorate of Bayswater, is
internationally respected for its work with autistic
children. Before we went our separate ways I told
him I had appreciated meeting him that morning of
all mornings. I took it as a signal to redouble my
resolve to place the needs of the disabled and their
parents among my personal priorities, among those
for whom I must fight - the vulnerable, the
displaced and the forgotten.
In all my campaigning the most oft-repeated cry
came from the parents of disabled children. Their
burden is huge. Many suffer from accumulated
years of unfair wear and tear. Their needs and the
needs of their children ought always to rank among
a government's highest priorities.
Before I entered this magnificent building on that
morning I paused on the steps to look across the
city. I thought about the pioneers whose hard work
and vision had taken shape in a village beside the
Yarra and had transformed that village into a city
that by the 1880s was known, internationally, as
Marvellous Melbourne.
At the same time I thought of the people who had
made it possible for me to be standing there,
overwhelmed by a sense of enormous privilege and
responsibility, and to them I pay my tribute. I also
pay tribute to my parents, who as post-war pioneers
built a farm from Gippsland mud and bred one of
the finest Jersey herds in Victoria. They were fervent
liberals whose love of the democratic processes had
me listening to Federal Parliament at such an early
age that I could never work out why there were
references to Ayes and Noes but none to ears and
lips.
I pay tribute to Whitley College for giving me the
intellectual tools to probe into life and the
implications of my faith. I pay tribute to local Liberal
Party members and branches, and the electorate
committee, who supported me. Many wonderful
people gave their time, energy and wherewithal to
fight a grassroots campaign that did the democratic
tradition proud.
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I pay tribute to my electorate chairman, whose
loyalty and single-mindedness were absolute. Mrs
Karen Dettmann rose above the pain and hurt of her
own life with a feistiness of spirit I will never forget.
I also pay tribute to the Honourable George Cox, the
quiet rock of granite behind all of us.
I pay tribute to my late wife, Linda McCoy, whose
zest for life and belief in me were so inspiring I
could never trade away my vision. In December
1986 Linda put together Ericsson Australia's policy
for affirmative action. She worked on that policy for
three years. Last year Ericsson won the national
award for affirmative action. I serve notice that I will
carry on the fight to ensure that women are equal
partners with men in opportunity for achievement
across all occupational and institutional boundaries.
I also pay tribute to my friend, confidant and
wife-to-be, Patricia Milo, who in recent times has
helped to patch the gash in the tapestry of my life.
Of course, I cannot forget the people of Bayswater
who responded so strongly throughout the election
campaign. Without them I would certainly not have
been standing on those steps that morning. So, when
I reached the front desk I thought it not
inappropriate to say to the officer who looked at me
rather quizzically, ''My name is Gordon Ashley and
I have been sent here by the people of Bayswater".
Bayswater is a gateway electorate to the outer east. It
consists of almost equal parts of three
municipalities - Ringwood, Croydon and Knox.
Running through the centre of the electorate is a
magnificent shared jewel - the water meadows of
the Dandenong Creek - around which the three
communities fit like pieces of a giant jigsaw.
To the north and south of the creek is a microcosm
of Australian industry, from large companies such
as Cadbury, Vulcan, BTR, Pacific Dunlop, Du Pont
and Rosemount, to an extraordinary diversity of
small businesses. At any given time the health of the
industries in Bayswater will provide an accurate
reading of the industrial fortunes of Victoria.
Mr Speaker, with your leave I want to set the task of
representing the new seat of Bayswater in the
broader milieu of our times, for just as no electorate
is an island, neither is a State or a nation. We will
never come to grips with the task confronting our
Parliament unless we understand the international
context and its impact upon us.
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In the past decade three monumental changes have
altered our world beyond recognition. The first has
been the integration of global product and global
financial markets. The second has been the
emergence of gigantic trading blocs and the
debilitating effects on small nations, such as
Australia, of the trade wars that have raged between
Europe and the United States of America. The third
has been the demise of superpower rivalry.

The outcome of anyone of those three happenings
was bound to be far-reaching; together their
consequences are mind blowing. Only three years
ago last November the Berlin Wall was reduced to
rubble - just three years ago we dared to believe
that an unrivalled era of tranquillity and prosperity
was there for the asking.
At the root of our delusion was failure to take
account of the fact that, quite apart from the impact
of relocatable manufacturing capacity, trade wars,
and international capital sloshing from one
would-be haven to another, we have suddenly been
pitched into the traumatic aftermath of defunct
political systems such as socialism and communism;
defunct because those systems were never able to
give dignity to the individual and never able to
deliver the goods. At the same time we were quite
unprepared for what happens when political
processes break down.
The truth is we are living in apocalyptic times. Ours
is an age of profound uncertainty in which whole
nations are bankrupted by subsidised and corrupted
markets. When manufacturing activity, like
electronic funds transfer, can be switched from one
country to another overnight then massive social
dislocation and grinding hardship often ensue.
Everywhere political systems are under stress, and
despite history our generation has been naive about
what happens when political processes break down
irretrievably. What happens is well summed up in
the last statement of the Book of Judges:
In those days there was no king in the land, and
everyone did as they pleased.

When there is no accepted authority, the thugs,
bruisers and Mafiosi move in for the kill. In their
wake governments are besieged. The Coventry
Meditation used at the service at St Paul's Cathedral
that preceded the opening of this Parliament nails
the consequence:
Without authority there is chaos, and without justice
there is tyranny.
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The horsemen of the apocalypse have mounted their
steeds to ride the face of the earth once more and to
curse it with havoc, mayhem and turmoil. In Bosnia,
Somalia, Iraq, Cambodia, Angola and South Africa
whole societies writhe under oppression, random
violence and cold-blooded slaughter. According to
Mikhail Gorbachev there are now 180 separate
conflicts in the former Soviet Union, and, as the
Coventry Meditation says, when there is chaos and
tyranny "people cannot be their true selves". They
cannot hang on to their humanity.
I have described the contemporary milieu to our
52nd Parliament. The three monumental changes of
the past decade have overwhelmed our
understanding of who we are, what we can do and
where we can go. The old certainties have vanished.
The old shelters of protection and tariffs have been
shredded. Our great engines of wealth have been
choked. Victoria, though rich in agricultural
resources and skills, is hostage to subsidised imports
and the mindless trans-Atlantic trade war.
The recent problems in the wool industry may have
been more than a little self-inflicted, but that is not
the case with wheat. In 1985 when President Reagan
announced the export enhancement program he
said, almost apologetically, ''For this one crop in this
one season!" Seven seasons later grain subsidies are
larger than ever and our rural industries starve for
want of markets. Farms are repossessed, families are
breaking down and whole towns are dying. The
harvest is one of trauma and despair, and rural
people cannot be their true selves.
Victoria is also rich in manufacturing skills and
infrastructure. A few months ago Mr Don Deveson,
the Director of Manufacturing for Nissan Australia,
took me over the Clayton plant. Almost $500 million
was sunk in that plant to equip it to operate as
Nissan's principal manufacturing operation for
exports to Europe. Don Deveson's quiet miracle was
to transform the attitudes of employees. He said to
me, "Have you ever seen a lunch room anywhere in
Australia where workers take off their boots to go
inside?" And the lunch rooms, the sinks and the
tables were spotless. There was not so much as a
smudge on any window. The toilets were also
spotless - no graffiti, no broken taps.
When Nissan's closure was announced it was rolling
cars off the assembly line 8 hours faster than any
other manufacturer in Australia. In the months after
the closure announcement, absenteeism at the plant
ran at the incredibly low rate of 2 per cent. Nissan's
quality level remained unsurpassed in Australia and
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rivalled that of Japan. Although pride and a sense of
community held up against the odds, they could not
overcome depressed world trade and the
consequent corporate decision to relocate
manufacturing for Europe to Japan. The result was
that a $500 million investment was given the flick,
and 2800 wonderful Victorians lost their jobs
because a great chunk of our destiny lay outside our
control. That magnificent work environment and all
that pride and dedication, to say nothing of the lost
skills, have been blown away. When the only
alternative is the dole queue people cannot be their
true selves.
Though the horsemen of the apocalypse may have
largely passed us by, venting most of their fury
elsewhere, it is clear we have not been granted full
immunity. We have been caught in their slipstream
and badly knocked about. The sense of things being
unpredictable and awry has stripped away our
confidence. Intolerance is on the rise. We are less
likely to treat each other with respect, and too many
doormats are frayed with cynicism. We are not at
ease. We no longer feel safe. We struggle to find our
true selves.
There is, however, no point in seeking refuge in the
failed policy prescriptions of recent years. It is a
fool's paradise to keep on borrowing against exports
when the values of those exports are in decline. It is
disastrous to live by deficits and to keep financing
interest payments at the expense of benchmark
credit ratings. It is genocidal to keep expanding
welfare outlays if the costs of those outlays obliterate
businesses. When that happens the final condition of
the poor and disadvantaged is made more desperate
than if the outlays had not occurred in the first place.
In the electorate of Bayswater loss of authority has
given chaos an open invitation to come on board.
Recorded unemployment has more than trebled in
two years, 30 per cent of factories are empty and
much of the operating plant and equipment has
been shipped interstate or overseas. The
unwillingness of business and people generally to
invest and the consequent lack of jobs have created a
climate of anxiety across all age groups.
The elderly fear for themselves and for their health;
they fear for their children's jobs, homes and
businesses; they fear for their grandchildren's
chances of making any kind of decent living - and
they fear other people's grandchildren!
In the 1960s they chose the leafy suburbs of my
electorate as ideal places in which to live, work and
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raise their children. None could have imagined that
30 years later there would be soup kitchens in
Ringwood, homeless youths and vagrants with
nothing to do.
Inattention to order and justice has invited tyranny
aboard in the electorate of Bayswater. When courts
and protective services cannot safeguard little
children from perpetrators of sexual abuse, a
horrible emotional tyranny has come to haunt their
lives. When elderly residents in Terama Crescent
have no protection against random arson and
awaken to bedrooms filled with acrid smoke, a kind
of tyranny has intruded upon their retirement.
When Ringwood Secondary College is torched for
the second time in two years and young people need
safe trains on which to travel to the city on Saturday
evenings, a form of random tyranny is loose on the
streets.
Young people in Bayswater share the plight of their
generation throughout Victoria. Lack of opportunity
has meant that many have been stranded on the
sidelines, unable to get a start. It is all summed up in
the words of one middle-aged constituent, '1'm so
glad I'm not 20". Not long ago people over 30 used
to say, '1'd give anything to be 20 again".
When the former Department of Labour could
interpret the 20-employee rule in such a way that
Tuckerbag, Bayswater, a small family business, was
forced to ditch 49 part-time workers in order to trade
legally on Sundays; and When the ladder's full
and the young can't climb;
and you can find no reason,
can make no rhyme;
and the best on offer
is a life of crime -

it is clear that a terrible emotional tyranny has come

to blacken and blight the lives of our young people.
I do not want to overstate the whiffs of chaos and
tyranny that we are experiencing; they bear no
comparison to the frontal attack debt has made on
our community. It has not just destroyed confidence;
it has destroyed livelihoods, homes, families, little
children, young men and women. It has exacerbated
the frightening uncertainty and insecurity of our
able.
I have looked into the despairing faces of
middle-aged men - not only tradesmen but bank
managers, engineers and scientists - who wonder if
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they will ever work again. I met a man who had just
taken the keys of his home to his bank manager,
dropped them on the desk and said, "Get whatever
you can for it". His wife had already gone to
Queensland because she was a partner in the family
business and as a declared bankrupt she could no
longer practise as a psychologist. The only place she
believed she could find paid work was in her home
State of Queensland.
I have looked into the eyes of a young woman with
two little children under three. When her husband
lost his job he too decided to go to Queensland in the
hope of supporting his young family, but was killed
on the way. Mr Speaker, nothing is more destructive
than debt.
However, we must recognise that there is no future
in past recipes. Circumstances have changed
irreversibly for us. There is no future in clinging to
unaffordable industrial arrangements like the 1907
Harvester decision. Political movements and unions
tha t would give false comfort and beckon their
people down policy dead-end streets with sweet talk
are to be condemned. All they do is deepen the
hellholes and the penury.
Regrettably, perhaps unwittingly, that is what the
previous government did. I do not doubt that its
heart was in the right place but its head was off the
planet. It lost control of the purse strings. It gave
unmistakable signals to the rough riders out there
that it would underwrite their risks. The effect was
to expose State finances to a series of gambles and
moral hazards which were eagerly scooped up by
high rollers bent on doing what they saw fit with
little restraint and scant regard for law and
authority. A terrible toll was exacted and we now
know for certain that nothing, nothing is more
destructive than debt.
I have said that we live in apocalyptic times. That
does not mean that there is no hope or no means of
escape. In the Judaeo-Christian tradition an
apocalypse is a cataclysmic crisis in which the
foundations of societies are shaken and pulverised,
suffering and distress abound and anxiety is
endemic. But quintessentially an apocalypse signals
the arrival of a momentous turning point in which
people of courage and commitment are offered
opportunities of replacing chaos with order,
enthroning fairness over tyranny and, in our case,
rebuilding a prosperous, cohesive society, free from
the shackles of debilitating debt.
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In the modern world it is elections which present

societies with potentially momentous turning points.
People may choose not to accept those turning
points. It is only if the turning points are recognised
and the opportunity seized by incoming
governments that there is any chance of rebuilding,
of dragging the horsemen from their steeds.
I believe the Victorian election held on 3 October last
year marked such a turning point. It was correctly
perceived by voters as a crisis, a crisis in the Chinese
sense of that word - as a dangerous opportunity.
The task of the new government is to seize that
opportunity, to reassert authority and justice, to
restore integrity to the finances of the State and to
create the conditions in which people can have
greater control over their lives, their own resources,
over their own potential. In essence, the speech of
His Excellency the Governor articulated the moment
of turning.
The task before us involves maximising the private
sector, with all its ingenuity and willingness to
invest and its capacity to create real and enduring
jobs. It involves encouraging employees to identify
more fully with the destiny of the businesses in
which they work. This includes devising systems of
reward that are affordable and sustainable.
The task involves equipping children, through an
educational culture that will transform their talents
into employable skills appropriate to the challenges
they will confront in a competitive environment,
both locally and from overseas. The task is
predicated upon individual initiative, interpersonal
respect and a willingness to accept responsibility for
one's actions in sharing both community and natural
resources.
The task also involves at least one other important
element: the breaking of the cycle of dependence
which in the past has been Labor's Achilles heel.
Dependence is the fatal pathway to a mendicant,
malingering society in which recipients of handouts
have been stripped of autonomy because they have
been conditioned to function by handout. When
people become dependent on government,
government is in serious danger of becoming
codependent; that is, of getting caught up in
pathological relationships with those to whom it
offers a helping hand. It can easily end up
inextricably trapped and burdened by those to
whom it cannot say no - even though what passes
for help is actually destructive. Citizens in that
condition can never be their true selves.
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For the electorate of Bayswater the Governor's
speech signalled the new government's
determination to attend to the good order of the
basics: health, education, transport; the development
of a new relationship between police and the
community; the strengthening of tertiary institutions
in the outer east and the renewal of Bayswater's
shell-shocked manufacturing base with all its export
potential in high-tech chemicals, microelectronics,
and processed foods. For all Victorians the
Governor's speech was about creating the
environment in which people through choice and
assertion can find their true selves, their full
humanity, in their homes, their neighbourhoods and
their workplaces.
According to C. S. Lewis, when you strip it all down,
the task of the State is simple:
The State exists simply to promote and to protect the
ordinary happiness of human beings in this life. A
husband and wife chatting over a fire, a couple of
friends having a game of darts in a pub, a man reading
a book in his own room or digging in his own
garden - that is what the State is there for ...

In SO far as it fulfils that task, the State enables
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In conclusion I take it upon myself, and would

commend to all members of this House, the words
of an old prayer given to me by one of my
constituents, Mc Gerry Mahon, whose grandfather
was a member of the first Federal Parliament:
Teach me to be generous, to serve my constituents as
they would have me serve them, to work without
seeking rest, to spend my life without expecting any
other return than that I do the people's will, and to give
without counting the cost.

This is a vision of a servant Parliament. It is about
washing the feet of our constituents, no matter how
clean, well manicured and delicate or dirty, smelly
and misshapen. It is about being faithful in our
'1ittle brief authority", as Shakespeare put it. If we
can do that, then at the end of our time, after the last
interjection has been uttered, the last tribute given,
the last honour bestowed, we might get to hear the
only words which in the final analysis are worth the
wait:
Well done, good and faithful servant ... come and share
in the delights of my kingdom.

I thank the Parliament for hearing me.

people to be their true selves.
Honourable Members - Hear, hear!
As for my role, I will strive to keep close to my
constituents, to listen attentively to their views and
opinions, to share their disappointments and
successes and tap into every fragment of underlying
wisdom, and to grasp every productive,
transformative idea.
I will seek to articulate their hopes, their fears, their
struggles and their dreams. From the babble of
different voices I will strive to identify the people's
authentic will and to interpret that to the Parliament.
I recognise that doing the people's will involves
taking account of two quite different dimensions: it
includes bending the will of the executive to the will
of the Parliament should the executive stray from
that will; it also involves the necessity of bending the
whims of the people to the will of the people. By that
I mean that the people's knee-jerk reactions and
their fluid opinions must be bent to the people's
considered judgments and verdicts as expressed at
the ballot box. In view of that I say to the people of
Bayswater and all Victorians: take heart; hang in
there, despite the hardships inflicted by greatly
reduced means; the tough measures forced upon the
new government are the unavoidable flip side of that
government responding to your declared will.

Mr SEITZ (Keilor) - I place on record my
appreciation of and thanks to the people of the
newly constituted seat of Keilor who have shown
faith in me as their member of Parliament. I also
intend to direct some matters to the attention of
government Ministers and Parliament.
The most recent boundary change to the electorate
of Keilor is its third. Keilor has a proud history and
its residents feel strongly about the name and about
their city.
As the seat is constituted now, it is entirely in the
City of Keilor. I am pleased to be working with the
municipality and the councillors who represent it as
well as with its excellent staff. The council is
working to build up the living standards in the
community, particularly in the growth areas.
The City of Keilor has old, established areas and
many new areas of growth where suburban
development is taking place. As most honourable
members would be aware, Keilor is very close to the
City of Melbourne, which makes it an attractive area
in which to live. The international airport is at its
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doorstep, and that makes Keilor unique in the
Melbourne area.

services already provided by various government
departments.

It is in that sense that the people of Keilor are proud

Many members of the Asian community have
settled in Keilor. They began to arrive in Australia
approximately 17 years ago and they are now
bringing out their parents or older relatives under
the family reunion program. I make a plea on behalf
of the Asian community that, when the new police
station is built in Keilor Downs, consideration be
given to the leasing of the St Albans police station to
the community in cooperation with the City of
Keilor and the government. In Broadmeadows the
community leased the former Broadmeadows police
station for its social activities, with the maintenance
being done by the local municipality. A lot of money
will be saved in the long run If we as a community
can assist the Asian community to look after the
aged members of its SOCiety. Most ethnic
communities have demonstrated that they have the
ability to look after themselves, which is a saving in
the long term, but they need the encouragement of
government.

to be residents of that municipality. Keilor has a
mixed community made up of both old and young
people. The aims and aspirations of the community
are, therefore, varied.
I direct to the attention of the House, first, the
necessity for my electoral office to be relocated and
the problems that have resulted from the reduction
in electorate office staff. Keilor has a high proportion
of migrants, many of whom need documentation to
be witnessed or typed up. The documents relate to
family transactions, business transactions, education
qualifications and so on. There is a desperate need
for a large number of justices of the peace in the
St Albans community because the system of
professional people witnessing documents does not
seem to be working at all. People are reluctant to call
on justices of the peace in their private homes,
especially in the evenings.
I believe people in government offices, shopkeepers,
real estate agents, pharmaciSts, schoolteachers and
so on should be appointed justices of the peace, and
I strongly urge the Attorney-General to consider that
course of action. The City of Keilor urgently requires
justices of the peace and many people have told me
they would perform those duties with pride.
When I represented the area of St Albans I made
sure that many community leaders were appointed
justices of the peace, and since the position of
commissioner for taking affidavits has been
abolished there is a greater need to have more
justices appOinted. Many people who formerly held
that office have moved out of the area or have
retired and I urge the Attorney-General to consider
the appointment of more justices of the peace,
particularly in the Keilor area.
The citizens of the City of Keilor are ageing and they
require the continuation of the support and services
that were provided by the previous Labor
government. I refer particularly to the service
provided by the former Ethnic Affairs Commission.
Many of my constituents have reached a
pensionable age and require a variety of services
from government. They should not have to move
away from their friends and their community clubs
because services are not provided. Some ethnic
communities find it difficult to socialise with their
neighbours and social clubs are of great assistance to
them. I urge the government not to curtail the

The City of Keilor is a growth area and requires
further education facilities. The Kealba Secondary
College requires upgrading, particularly its science
block. Its student numbers are increasing so it is not
on the list for closure. I urge the Minister for
Education to consider the refurbishment of the
science block, because it is outmoded by any
standards.
The Federal Social Security Department and the
Commonwealth Employment Service have separate
offices in Keilor and the CES has indicated that it
will build a new building for its offices. The two
departments are interlinked and I do not see why
they cannot be located in the one office complex. My
constituents are required to fill out forms in the CES
office and they often have to walk across the railway
tracks to go to the Social Security Department. Those
two Federal departments, together with the State
departments, should be located at the St Albans
shopping centre.
Government offices should be expanded in Keilor
Downs, particularly as the public transport system is
not very good and most families are single car
families. I know that the employees of State
government departments have a say in the location
of new offices and it is more convenient for them to
have their offices located near public transport, but
they should consider the service that they provide to
the community, especially the 40 000 people in my
electorate who require their services. A parent of
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young children may have to push a pram or take
young children when visiting one of the State
government offices and may be given the wrong
form or wrong advice and have to go back and see
them again. That is extremely inconvenient when
one has to walk long distances because State and
Federal departments are located in different parts of
the municipality.
The Keilor growth area has put a lot of pressure on
the environment. The Keilor parklands and creeks
were known as a heritage area, but development has
encroached and put pressure on the flora and fauna.
When one walks along Taylors Creek one would
think one was in the bush and not in a suburban
area. Melbourne Water created Brimbank Park.
Rezoning land for residential and commercial
development has had a considerable impact on the
environment, particularly on the flora and fauna.
Over the past 10 to 15 years it is wonderful to see
that the native birds have returned to the Keilor area
because trees have been replanted and a habitat has
been crea ted for them.
VICROADS has provided an excellent example by
protecting native grasses on road reserves. When
building the ring-road, it also carried out a social
impact study. It was unfortunate that houses and
clubs - such as the Greek social club, which has
struggled to establish itself - had to be demolished
to make way for the road. Families that had built
their dream homes had to sacrifice those dreams so
that the ring-road could be developed. I visited some
of the houses before they were bulldozed. Although
sacrifices had to be made so that the road could be
developed it is important that the acquisition of
property is handled sensitively.
I hope the road will be constructed speedily because
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that area so that employment is created for people
living in the large housing estates. Re-establishing
industry in the western suburbs is important when
one considers their proximity to the airport and the
major highways that run through the electorate such
as Ballarat Road, Calder Highway and the Hume
Highway. It makes sense for industry to be
encouraged to develop in the area. I urge the
government to take that on board. While Keilor is
going through a transition from a manufacturing
base to a high-tech industry base it is important to
foster new development.
Young families in the Keilor electorate need
child-care and family unit support. Families are
paramount and the government must play a role by
supporting them. I disagree with the view that
government handouts make people lazy. People
need support, particularly women who may be
suffering postnatal trauma, which is made worse by
the stresses and strains of isolation. Migrant families
who are used to having extended families need
community networks, such as playgroups and
neighbourhood houses, to support them. It is
important that the infrastructure is in place to
support those of non-English backgrounds whether
European or Asian. They need special attention.
The neighbourhood houses, which have been
developed in the Keilor electorate and which were
funded by the former government, should be
expanded and supported by the government. Young
mothers who feel guilty about their inability to cope
should be supported. I urge the government to
expand that project because it is difficult for young
families moving into new estates when they do not
know their neighbours. If there is no network or
infrastructure it is difficult for them to cope.
Mr Perton - Do they know their local member?

it will be important to the economy of the area. The

western and north-western suburbs will have a
direct link with the dockyards and airports, which
will assist greatly the economic development of
Victoria. The Keilor electorate will benefit because
industry will create many more jobs in the area.
Employers prefer to employ people from nearby
areas so that their employees can travel easily to
work and do not have to suffer difficulties because
of vehicle breakdowns or public transport problems.
A young person told me that if he had been living in
Brunswick he would have got a job as a trainee
accountant in that area.
Keilor has great potential. It is important that the
government encourages industry development in

Mr SEITZ - One thing they do know is their
local member of Parliament. That was demonstrated
recently when the Minister for Community Services
opened a community centre in Sydenham. They all
knew me because I have worked with them in the
development of the neighbourhood house.
Mr Perton interjected.
The SPEAKER - Order! The honourable
member for Doncaster will cease interjecting.
Mr SEITZ - People were outside with a banner
protesting about a program. The Poverty Action
program needs the support of backbenchers,
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especially those on the government side, because it
is a program that is needed for many people who
through no fault of their own are less articulate and
cannot help themselves. It addresses issues for
which members of Parliament are responsible and
accountable. All members have been elected to this
House by people who hope they will represent them.
Regardless of our social class or earning capacity we
do not know what will happen in the future. For
instance, one can have a heart attack, and if one has
not planned for the future, one's family can be left in
dire straits. I have seen that happen to both
members of Parliament and successful business
people, and their families have been left broke and
destitute. Some people think it is only no-hopers or
bludgers who are in need of a program such as the
Poverty Action program, but I know of people who
have been on top of the world but have not planned
for their future and it has all come to a sudden end.
The Poverty Action program can assist in long-term
problems that cost this State an enormous amount of
money.
The same argument applies to measures to reduce
motor car accidents or the Quit program. The
hidden costs of people being tended in hospital
because of the effects of accidents or illness are not
highlighted, but the community is still paying. It is
much better to concentrate on preventive methods
so that people do not end up in the bankruptcy court
or suffering nervous breakdowns.
If we use preventive measures we are providing a
service to people and their families. How often do
people find out when applying for positions that
they have to fill out forms asking whether anyone in
the family has suffered from insanity or a nervous
breakdown? The problems people suffer today can
affect future generations aspiring to higher positions
in life. Whatever we can do as a society is important.

I conclude by saying that when people settled in
certain countries 100 or 200 years ago they thought
that their descendants would be citizens of that
country. The Indo-Chinese of today thought
Vietnam was their homeland and that they were
Chinese. However, with a change of government
they are not wanted either by China or by Vietnam.
We now also see the ethnic cleansing that is going on
in Europe among people whose families have lived
in a certain country for 200 or 300 years. All of a
sudden with a change of government they are
nobodies. I wonder what would happen if the
Aborigines were given money, weapons and
sophisticated leadership and decided to carry out
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ethnic cleansing. We would all be paupers and
refugees looking for somewhere to go. We must
never forget it can happen to any of us.
The SPEAKER - Order! Before calling the
honourable member for Ballarat West I point out
that this is his maiden speech and I ask the House to
extend to him the usual courtesy.
Mr JENKINS (Ballarat West) - I take this
opportunity of congratulating you on your
appointment as Speaker of the 52nd Parliament of
Victoria, Sir. I congratulate you on your fair-minded
approach to your task along with your subtle sense
of humour.
I express loyalty to Queen Elizabeth the Second, to
His Excellency the Governor of Victoria, Richard
McGarvie, and to the people of Victoria.
I am proud to represent the citizens of the new seat
of Ballarat West situated in the golden heart of
Victoria. A point of interest is that, although Ballarat
West is a new electorate created by the 1990-1991
redivision of electoral boundaries, history reveals
that the first seat of Ballarat West was formed in
1856 following the abolition of the original
Legislative Council and the establishment of two
new Houses of Parliament.
Shortly before the creation of these two Houses the
most famous uprising in Australia's history took
place at Eureka. Miners fought for their rights on the
ill-fated Sunday morning of 3 December 1854. The
miners, led by Peter Lalor, made history and
although soundly defeated at the stockade their
efforts and bloodshed now form an integral,
unforgettable chapter in the history of this State and
nation. Many observers say that the seed of
Australian democracy was planted on that Sunday
morning.
The miners' leader, Peter Lalor, served in
Parliament. His first term was as the member for
Ballarat West. During a later Parliamentary period
this extraordinary leader was appointed to the
honoured role of Speaker of this House. You will
note, Sir, that I pronounce the name ''Lawler''. I am
advised this is the family pronunciation of the name.
A statue of this revered gentleman stands proudly in
Ballarat's main and majestic thoroughfare, Sturt
Street, facing east towards the site of the Eureka
uprising. It is interesting to note that Peter Lalor
stands dressed in the wig and gown of the Speaker
of the Legislative Assembly. His gown carefully
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disguises the fact that he lost his arm during the
bloodshed at Eureka. On this subject, Mr Speaker,
may I also compliment you on choosing to wear the
wig and gown - I trust not to hide a missing
appendage but to carry on the tradition established
under our Westminster system of Parliament. May
the tradition continue long into the future.
History shows that Victoria has a golden heart, a
heart that has been beating since the discovery of
gold in the 1850s. However, I suggest that the
heartbeat has not always been steady. There have
certainly been a good number of irregular beats in
history, and more so in recent times.
Tonnes of gold were discovered and eventually
mined from this golden heart, and some of it can be
seen in this magnificent building in which
Parliament assembles. One may gaze in awe at the
splendour of the gold leaf embellishments that
adorn much of the ceilings and walls throughout
this great landmark. Much of that gold was mined
within and surrounding my Ballarat West electorate.
Gold was brought to Melbourne by the wagonload
under military escort and the very structure of our
capital city was built on the discovery and recovery
of gold.
The City of Ballaarat and its surrounding
municipalities can lay claim to the supply of much
of this wealth, a wealth which laid a firm foundation
for the building and development of this great State
of Victoria. As the mining of gold petered out, many
diggers returned to their chosen craft and countless
buildings both in Ballarat and Melbourne now stand
as wondrous legacies to their envied skills and
achievements. Most of the structures were erected
under difficult and challenging circumstances.
A stroll through the gardens at the rear of the
Parliament building will reveal the effort and
equipment required to maintain and restore one of
the masterpieces of these early craftsmen. I refer to
the spire maintenance being undertaken on
St Patrick's Cathedral. Given today's technology and
the complicated equipment being used to overhaul
the cathedral one has the greatest admiration for the
skills and abilities of the early builders who
constructed this and many other fine buildings in
this city.
The changes made following the gold rush saw my
electorate transformed into a centre for industry and
commerce. To this day Ballarat remains a real
survivor of the early development days of our State.
It has a proud history, one which has been re-created
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by Sovereign Hill. That attraction is a living museum
of those early years and it shows visitors from far
and wide just how hard the early goldmining times
were for those who searched for that elusive, shiny
metal - many without success.

In mentioning Sovereign Hill, Australia's No. 1
tourist drawcard, I must comment on its latest
addition which has recently opened. It is a $2 million
sound and light extravaganza which incorporates
state-of-the-art, world technology and which
stretched the skills of present day craftsmen to the
nth degree. As a spectacular re-creation of the
Eureka battle and its associated activities, this
outstanding presentation plunges the observer right
into the midst of one of the most notorious moments
in this nation's history. I recommend a visit to this
display to all and sundry.
Honourable members will be aware that Ballarat is
renowned for its tourist attractions. Among them is
the botanical gardens, home of the world famous
begonia display. Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II
visited the gardens and the begOnia festival in 1954
and said:
Our begonias are the size of saucers; yours are the size
of dinner plates.

Such is the magnificence of these realms of nature
that millions of people have visited the gardens to
view their majestic beauty during the 41 begonia
festivals that have been held so far. The annual floral
carpet display, which is painstakingly crafted by
volunteers using more than 150 000 flowers, is
another festival event that thousands of visitors
flock to view each year.
Lake Wendouree, adjacent to the botanical gardens
and located in the heart of Ballarat city, is the envy
of cities worldwide because of its unique position.
For more than a century yachting, rowing and
canoeing regattas as well as other leisure activities
have been undertaken on the lake. The highlight of
activities on the waterway was undoubtedly the
staging of the rowing and canoeing events of the
1956 Olympic Games, which were hosted by
Melbourne. A naturalist's paradise, Lake
Wendouree is home to a vast variety of fish, birds
and insects. Many people, including world
champion runner Steve Moneghetti, use the
surrounds of the lake for their exercise and pleasure.
Tourism forms a major part of my electorate's
culture. I assure the House that as Victoria comes
out of the recession Ballarat will continue to offer a
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friendly welcome and smile to visitors who take the
opportunity of taking in the city's beauty and the
attractions it has to offer.
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areas and oil exploration companies; and inflatable
fences or safety barriers that are now becoming
standard at motorcycle grand prix circuits, replacing
the ever-faithful hay bale.

Today the people of my electorate are sharing very
much in the pain caused by the current recession,
which is one of a number of recessions in this State's
history. High unemployment, loss of businesses, the
closure of factories and shops, and the general
downturn in the economy have caused much
heartache to members of the community.

Other companies with similar aims and objectives
are M. B. John Ltd, valve manufacturers; Berklee
Ltd, muffler and exhaust component manufacturers;
Bendix Mintex Pty Ltd, brake and clutch
manufacturers, and several other small and large
firms.

However, the Ballarat West community has a strong
commitment to the future, a future that has every
opportunity of bringing on what could be termed
another gold rush. Earlier I mentioned that many
goldminers eventually returned to their original
crafts. Today many people in our community have
similar skills, enthusiasm and the desire to work in
their chosen fields to help Victoria build on the solid
base laid by its pioneers.

If the attitude of those in businesses such as the
organisations I have already mentioned is aligned
with cooperative government, the outlook for
Victoria can only be bright. Small business has been
hurting for far too long. It is time we all shared in its
enthusiasm for a brighter future in order to generate
an air of confidence that will snowball throughout
the greater Victorian community. Such an approach
will surely benefit everyone.

My electorate has many wonderful facilities such as
schools, hospitals, factories, shops and a large base
of tradesmen. Although the tradesmen might be set
back by high unemployment levels, many of them
who have not had the opportunity of work certainly
maintain the desire to do so. The facilities of the
electorate and a yearning work force require
guidance and leadership from the government.

Ballarat is the gateway to the northern and western
areas of Victoria. As such, my electorate plays a key
supporting role in the large agriculture industry that
provides sustenance for those regions. Ballarat has
several well-established firms servicing the needs of
farmers, and the city's stock saleyards are among the
largest in Victoria, selling cattle, sheep, pigs and
horses in record numbers.

Despite the present recession, many companies and
businesses in my electorate have shown
considerable initiative in endeavouring to generate
business. People in companies and businesses have
tackled head on the problems and frustrations
created by previous governments at both State and
Federal levels. The current State government has
already taken steps that will assist in creating a
turnaround. I hope the newly elected Keating
government will do the same. Such action is needed
to encourage research, development, initiative and
respect, and to provide overall guidance to small
business to help it climb out of the recession and so
create employment opportunities once again.

I look forward to the growth of the rural sector of
our society and I have every confidence in the future
role of the farmer, although in recent years life on
the land has been extremely harsh.

Among the companies in my electorate aiming to be
recession proof is Ballarat's C. E. Bartlett Pty Ltd.
The organisation is renowned for its initiative in the
development, manufacture and marketing of a wide
range of canvas and vinyl products in use across the
world. Its products include flexiflume low-pressure
portable irrigation systems used in Australia, the
United States of America and Pacific Islands; grain
bunker covers for clients such as the Iranian wheat
authority; dam and tank liners for people in rural

The decline of meat processing works in Victoria
over the past decade has been a considerable
problem and has made this State the laughing stock
of Australia. It is crazy to have Victorian-grown
stock taken to Queensland for slaughter and
transported back here for retail sale. A meatworks
establishment in my electorate that employed
250 people was closed down and dismantled during
the reign of the previous government. The Ballarat
area urgently needs to develop a new abattoir.
Should such a move take place, it would be
imperative that it be free from union interference or
involvement. Frankly, it is particularly sad to have
seen the demise of the meat processing industry
when the blame cannot be apportioned to the
current recession. I hope that in the not too distant
future I will have the opportunity of opening a new
abattoir in my electorate.
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While it is not my intention to give a travel talk on
my entire electorate, I wish to share with honourable
members my vision of the contribution that the
electorate of Ballarat West will make to the future
development of our State.
It is said that history repeats itself. I foresee a new
gold rush, but this time the picks, shovels and
poppet heads used in the search for the elusive
metal will be replaced by technology's computer
chips. There is still plenty of gold to be won in the
Ballarat area. What a thrill it would be to see
wagonloads of gold being delivered to Melbourne
from the goldfields once again! With due
consideration being given to the environment and
support being provided to the mining sector, a
renewed gold rush is possible.
I have already touched on tourism. Victoria has only
scratched the surface of what is a vital industry.
Thousands upon thousands of overseas tourists are
searching for places to visit. We can and will tap the
market providing we can smile and make visitors
welcome not only to places in the electorate of
Ballarat West but right across Victoria. If ever there
were an opportunity to create employment and
boost the economy, it exists through tourism.

My electorate is at the forefront of development in
education, medical services, secondary industry, the
retail sector and community expansion.
Consequently, with my constituents I look forward
to participating in the revitalisation of this State
under the Kennett government.
I am encouraged by the welcome extended to me
since my election to this 52nd Parliament by
honourable members on both sides of the House,
those in another place, and the Parliamentary staff.
The welcome is much appreciated.
As I conclude my maiden speech, I take the
opportunity of thanking several people. To my
campaign director, Mr Merv CoIl ins, my electorate
chairman, Mr Tas Long, and the core team of Topsy
Nevitt, Joy Davis and Margaret Reading, I say a big
thank you. To the enthusiastic team of workers,
including those in my party branches who assisted
during the election campaign, I give my heartfelt
thanks.
I say a special thank you to the newly elected
member for Ballarat East, Barry Traynor and his
wife Marj, to Dick de Fegley and his wife Ruth, and
Rob Knowles and his wife Carmel, for their
encouragement and support during the lead up to
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and following 3 October last year. It is a pleasure to
be part of the Ballarat Liberal team, and I assure you,
Mr Speaker, we will be a team to be reckoned with
during the life of this Parliament and beyond.
As I have now exchanged my tradesman's overalls
for the suit of a politician, I should like to mention
those people who have assumed the responsibility
of running the companies with which I was
associated. Firstly, I extend my deep thanks to Rob
Martin, who has been a dedicated and faithful
employee and fellow tradesman for many years. He
is now managing the electrical company in my
place. Secondly, I thank Judy Verlin, my company
secretary and business associate, for her
encouragement, support, advice and contributions
given both during the election campaign and in the
time she has been associated with my companies.
The efforts of Rob and Judy have enabled my former
staff to remain employed in their particular
vocations. I thank my dear old widowed mum, who
has just turned 89 years of age this week, for her
continued motherly advice, support and love. I
thank also my sister Lorraine, brother Lloyd and
their families, and the wider family of relatives. I
appreciate their sharing this new experience with
me.
I acknowledge the support of my many friends
throughout the community and from the following
sectors: Rotary, fire brigade, church, trade circles,
local government and business.
My deepest and most sincere thanks go to my
family. Words are not adequate to express my
feelings of thanks to my wife Norma for her support
over the past 30 years, particularly in recent times as
the pattern of our lives has changed. Norma has met
the challenge of her new role as the wife of a
member of Parliament with great relish, and I regard
her ongoing love and support with immense
appreciation.
To our son Lyndon and daughter Narelle, who
complete the family unit: I compliment and thank
you both for your efforts and assistance.
I started out by expounding on Victoria's golden
heart. I am proud to represent Ballarat West, which
is at the core of this heart. May the golden heart
continue to thrive and play a vital role as this great
State of Victoria moves towards the 21st century.
Mr HAMILTON (Morwell) - I congratulate the
honourable member for Ballarat West on his first
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speech. Having been an old Ballaratite I know he
will live up to the expectations of the people in that
wonderful part of the State. I assure him that he will
experience interjections in future speeches in the
House but, given the flavour of his first speech, he
will have a pleasant time in this place, particularly
with the interchange that takes place across the
Chamber and the role the Speaker plays.
The Address-in-Reply can be a wide-ranging debate.
I shall cover three important areas. Firstly, I shall
make some comments on agriculture, particularly
the repercussions of the introduction of the Dairy
Industry Act that was passed last sessional period.
Secondly, I shall comment on the State Electricity
Commission. As the honourable member for
Morwell I could not mention the Latrobe Valley
without mentioning the SEC. Thirdly, I shall
comment on education and where it is going in the
State. I could have spent the time informing the
House about what happened in the electorate of
McMillan last Saturday, but I do not think I should
give any secrets away.
The Dairy Industry Act introduces deregulation into
the industry and provides for the formation of a new
Victorian Dairy Industry Authority. Concern has
been expressed by small dairy farmers about some
of the negative impacts of deregulation. I hope the
Minister for Agriculture will pick up and take on
board the concerns expressed to me by my
constituents. The new VDIA board was appointed
without fanfare. I have no doubt that the recent four
or five weeks may have interfered with the publicity
that it could have received if there had been no
election. Some interest has been expressed in the
members of the board and their so-called expertise.
Their expertise must be wide-ranging to enable the
board to do its job. What are the qualities and
qualifications of the members of the board? I hope
the Minister will make some comment on the new
VDIA board because the small dairy farmers are
concerned to ensure that the board is effective and
that it gets on with marketing products in the State
to ensure that the dairy industry has a secure future.
My second area of concern is the transport of milk,
which is important for small dairy farmers. Some of
the tanker companies intend to introduce B-double
tankers to collect milk from the dairy farms. There
has been a lack of publicity about the introduction of
the tankers. The small farmers say that the B-double
tankers cannot cope with the narrow roads and the
hills in Gippsland. What will happen to the milk?
Such a move may put the small dairy farmers out of
business and they will be taken over by the large
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dairy farmers. I hope that will not occur. The
government should support the small dairy farming
community, which revolves around the strength of
the dairy farmers and other farmers in the area.
Farmers must be reassured that changes introduced
by the Dairy Industry Act will not have a negative
impact on small dairy farming communities. I ask
the Minister to treat these remarks seriously and to
reassure small dairy farmers, not just in the
Gippsland area but throughout Victoria. I hope the
government sees it as important to protect small
dairy farmers from very large dairy farmers who
could supply the needs of most of the State.
The third area of concern in agriculture is one
fuelled by innuendo and rumour. Dairy farmers
have expressed to me their concern about what they
see as a large increase in the importation of milk
concentrate from New Zealand.

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr HAMILTON - No matter whose fault it is,
dairy farmers are genuinely concerned that
competition from milk concentrate from New
Zealand is placing an unfair burden on them. Such
concerns have been raised since the passing of the
Dairy Industry Bill last November and should be
addressed. I am happy to take the matter up on
behalf of my constituents. My first job is to represent
the constituents in my area; I make no apologies for
that and I intend to continue to do so. I hope the
Minister and an agricultural advisory committee,
subordinate legislation committee or similar body
will take up those concerns.
I note that a number of members in the Chamber
have a vital interest in the dairy industry and would
be happy to take up that issue. It is good to see that
members representing rural Victoria have not
completely forsaken their electorates and are looking
after country Victoria. It is lonely when I have to do
it on my own. It is bad enough to have to represent
rural Victoria for the Labor Party, but to have to do
it for the National and Liberal parties too is a bit
rough. Rural members should come on side and
help me represent rural Victoria.

Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER - Order! There is a hard core of
interjectors on my right. I ask them to cease
interjecting.
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Mr HAMILTON - With due respect, they are
friendly interjections - probably different from
some of the rough ones.
The SPEAKER - Order! I suggest to the
honourable member for Morwell that that does my
authority no good.
Mr HAMILTON - Mr Speaker, thank you for
your advice. I shall take it in the spirit in which it
was given.
Another area of concern is the massive restructuring
of the State Electricity Commission in progress
under the guidance of the Minister for Energy and
Minerals. As honourable members in surrounding
electorates would know, the SEC has undergone
massive restructuring. I am becoming paranoid
about the trickle of words which seem to run
together: restructuring, efficiency and world best
practice. The end result is fewer jobs and less
activity in the community. Whenever we hear those
words, all that can be measured is the number of
people who have lost their jobs.
That is particularly sad in the case of organisations
like the State Electricity Commission. Over many
years and under many governments the SEC has
served Victorians well - domestic, business and
commercial customers. It is probably one of the best
authorities of its kind, not only in Australia but in
the world. The pricing of its products is equal to the
best in the world, certainly to any producer using
thermal-electric methods; the only countries that
compete are those with hydro-electric production
methods.
The work force has been massively downsized and
billions of dollars of capital investment is, if not at
risk, certainly a matter of concern. In the rush to get
rid of people on the ground, some assurance should
be given that the maintenance of services and
potential for production of electricity will not be put
at risk.
The downsizing of the work force will have a great
impact on the local community. This is not
surprising when 5000 jobs out of a total of
50 OOO-odd Latrobe Valley jobs are lost. Such a
decrease in employment will lead to a decrease in
economic activity; hence shops have dosed down.
SEC workers purchased new refrigerators, carpets
and motor cars and built houses. It is a logical
consequence that when jobs are lost such activity
will not take place; the local business community
suffers, as has been the case in Latrobe Valley.
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The loss of jobs from the SEC occurred under the
previous government and this government because
of a policy of offering workers voluntary departure
packages. A worker can choose to take a package of
money which might enable him to retire if he is
approaching that age, perhaps to open a new
business or to payoff a few debts. Someone
choosing not to take the package when his job ceases
to exist would be redeployed to another area.
The concern of workers in the Latrobe Valley is that
there is no room elsewhere in the commission for
redeployment, and the workers are very good
judges of the number of positions available. What
has been a relatively smooth industrial relations
experience - the work force has been reduced by
half and there has been hardly any industrial
action - could change very quickly if the
government, for want of a better term, starts sacking
people: in other words, if workers are told that their
jobs no longer exist.
Workers offered redundancy payments may not
have the opportunity to take alternative
employment. That will create industrial tension and
other problems not only in the Latrobe Valleyresidents of Latrobe Valley are used to industrial
tension - but throughout the community. It is easy
to give advice to the government, but the
government should recognise that once sackings
start in government or semi-government authorities,
once voluntary redundancy packages are no longer
offered to workers whose jobs disappear and
compulsory redundancy packages are introduced,
all government or semi-government employees,
especially in the Latrobe area, will be concernedteachers, nurses and other public sector employees. I
ask the government to take note of those concerns
and to give an assurance that compulsory
redundancy packages will not be introduced.
A number of important changes have occurred in
higher education in Victoria, particularly in the
university and technical and further eduction
(TAPE) sectors. One area of further education that
receives little publicity but which is important to
small communities throughout the Latrobe Valley,
Gippsland and rural Victoria is the adult,
community and further education sector. Although
the sector is smaller than the university and TAPE
sectors, it offers an amazing range of vocational and
educational courses.
The Adult, Community and Further Education
Board has recently been reorganised, which has
enhanced the flexibility of the sector and ensured its
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ability to offer a wide range of vocational and
educational opportunities for adults and, in some
cases, unemployed youth. The importance of the
sector should be recognised because of the role it
plays throughout rural Victoria - and, I am told,
throughout metropolitan Melbourne, although I am
less familiar with its activities in that area. I hope the
government will continue to adequately fund adult,
community and further education in this State.
Ed uca tion has been one of the few growth areas
during the recession. Because of limited
employment opportunities, increasing numbers of
people are choosing and being encouraged to pursue
further education.
The Central Gippsland College of TAFE, formerly
the Yallourn College of TAFE, has undergone a
rapid expansion in recent years. The college is
hoping to build a new campus in the central Latrobe
Valley, which the college hopes will have a higher
profile than Yallourn, which, because it is situated
away from the highway, is somewhat off the beaten
track.
The college is hoping for support from both the State
and Federal governments. The capital funding
requirements of the TAFE sector are the
responsibility of the Federal government, and I shall
be urging the newly elected Keating Labor
government to meet the building needs of the
college. As in all sectors of education, cooperation
between State and Federal governments is
important.
I hope the Minister for Tertiary Education and
Training in the other place recognises the
importance of the smooth expansion of the Central
Gippsland College of TAFE. While I am on the
subject, I thank the Minister for the informative and
detailed briefing I received from his advisers. If that
is a sign of the way the Minister intends to
administer his portfolio, my time as shadow
Minister will be rewarding and all who attend the
State's educational institutions will benefit. I ask the
Minister for Small Business to pass on my thanks to
the Minister.
The Churchill campus of Monash University, which
has developed gradually over the past 25 years, is
now bursting with activity. I appeal to those
members opposite who represent regional Victoria
to do all they can to ensure that educational facilities
such as that are allowed to continue to serve their
communities. That will ensure that young school
leavers and, in many cases, adults who live in
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regional and rural Victoria continue to have access
to tertiary education.
The amalgamation of colleges of advanced
education with campuses of universities, which will
result in the undertaking of research relevant to the
needs of the regions in which they are situated, will
be of benefit to rural Victoria. That is particularly the
case with the research being undertaken in a range
of disciplines at university campuses in the Latrobe
Valley, Ballarat, Bendigo, Warmambool and
Geelong. For example, the Gippsland campus of
Monash University is carrying out research not only
into brown coal, which has always been important,
but also into agriculture and food processing. All
honourable members should do their best to
promote that research because of the benefits,
educational and otherwise, that will flow to the
people living in those areas.
Election campaigns seem to have been going on for
the past six months or so. Although it is not often
that I am heard publicly to praise the Premier, I
agree with what he said during question time this
morning. It is now time for the State and Federal
governments to settle down and get on with the jobs
they have been elected to do, which is governing for
all the people.
Even though they are of different political colours, I
hope the State and Federal governments will
cooperate and consult wherever possible. They will
not always agree, just as members of the
government and members of the opposition do not
always agree; but it is important that ideas are
discussed and policies debated. Only through
consultation and free and open debate will we come
up with policies that are in the best interests of all
Victorians.
I was concerned by the polarisation and divisiveness
evident during the recent Federal election campaign.
We should all be grateful that our political leaders
are still able to walk along our streets free from the
threat of violence -and in the main the same is true
for members of the wider community. For example,
Melbourne does not even rate a mention on the list
of the world's most violent cities - and I hope that
continues. I also hope that we see no more signs of
the polarisation evident during the recent election,
that governments understand that divisiveness does
none of us any good, and that members of the
community realise that they, too, have a role to play.
I hope that during the next three years the
government concentrates on governing for all
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Victorians and that honourable members on both
sides of the House do all they can to ensure that the
people of Victoria enjoy all that the best State in
Australia has to offer.
The SPEAKER - Order! Before calling the
honourable member for Frankston East I advise the
House that it is his maiden speech, and I ask
honourable members to receive his speech with their
usual courtesy.
Mr McLELLAN (Frankston East) - Mr Speaker, I
join with other honourable members in
congratulating you on your election to the high
office of Speaker in this House. You have clearly
demonstrated that you will maintain the traditions
of your office with impartiality and fairness to all.
I wish to acknowledge the privilege and
responsibility of representing the new electorate of
Frankston East, which lies to the east of the freeway
as you approach the beautiful coastal city of
Frankston - the gateway to the Momington
Peninsula. I listened with interest to other
honourable members who, in describing their
electorates, referred to the rolling hills, valleys,
creeks or beautiful coastal sandy beaches. In my
electorate I can refer to the Pines Forest Flora and
Fauna Reserve, four golf courses and the council tip.
The new seat of Frankston East evolves from several
redistributions. Originally the seat was Mentone,
which was held by the Honourable E. R. Meagher,
who served this House for more than 20 years, most
of it as a Minister of the Crown. In 1976 the
Honourable Graeme Weideman became the member
for Frankston. In 1982 Mrs Jane Hill became the
honourable member for Frankston, and in 1985,
following a further redistribution that halved
Frankston into north and south, the Honourable
Graeme Weideman again entered the House.
I follow Mrs Jane Hill as the local member and pay
tribute to Jane for her service to the electorate and
especially the manner in which the 1992 campaign
was conducted. We agreed that the campaign would
be conducted along party lines and that personalities
would not be an issue. I thank Mrs Hill for that
courtesy and extend to her my best wishes.
I also acknowledge the assistance and direction
given to me by the honourable member for
Frankston, Graeme Weideman; his advice and
ever-ready assistance proved most valuable to me
prior to and during the campaign.
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Frankston East is in the main a working-class area,
extending from Seaford, Carrum Downs and the
Pines Forest estate in the north, through the golf
links, Karingal and the Whistle Stop estates in the
centre, to the south boundary, which encompasses
Bruce Park, Merrylands and the Lakewood estates. It
is an electorate described by many as one that could
not be won by a Uberal. I am here as proof that the
people who made those statements were dead
wrong. Moreover, the electorate is surrounded by
seats held by other Uberal members of the House the honourable members for Frankston, Momington
and Cranboume.
Over the past 12 months I have spent a lot of time in
the Pines Forest estate in the north of the electorate.
It was built as a commission estate in the 195Os,
somewhat smaller than the one where I grew up in
East Reservoir, but nonetheless largely a
workingman's area. On visiting govemment-owned
houses on the Pines estate I was reminded of the
problems we faced in my younger days. It reminded
me of the occasion when my father went to his
wardrobe to get out his one and only suit; when he
put the coat on the sleeve parted company from the
rest of the garment, the dampness, mould and
mildew having taken their toll.
Over the past year I have seen many similar homes
affected by mould and mildew, some far worse than
you could imagine. I have seen grass coming up
between the floor and walls; houses where if you
brush against the wall you come away damp and
covered with mildew; roofs that are not
vermin-proof; light globes that explode when turned
on because of faulty or old wiring; doors and
windows that do not open or close properly; and
houses so substandard that they are not fit to be
used as dog kennels, much less as homes in which to
raise young families.
I grew up in East Reservoir, down the bottom of
Tyler Street, an area given the dubious title of Uttle
Chicago, a place where a knuckle sandwich was
given or received on a regular basis. It was a rough
and tumble estate where several of the residents
alternated between their home addresses and the
Bluestone College at Coburg.
It was especially daunting for me because my father
was a prison officer at Coburg during those years. I
could name several of the people I went to school
with, fought with and played sports with who are
no longer with us. I am sure my mother sighed with
relief when, at the age of 19, I joined the regular
Army and moved away. I often look back at those
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days and recall the names of the young blokes
whose lives didn't work out as well as mine and
think to myself, "There but for the grace of God go I".
Mr Speaker, on my election to the seat of Frankston
East the single most important issue in the electorate
was the impasse between the Monterey High School
and the Monterey Technical School. That fiasco
should never have been allowed; nor should the
situation have been allowed to deteriorate to such a
shambles. The lack of concern shown for the
students of the community left a lot to be desired.
Some of the people involved denied the seriousness
of the situation. Honourable members may have
read newspaper articles in the daily papers bringing
the impasse to the attention of the public.
Prompt action by the Minister for Education and the
task force resulted in my being able to announce to
the community that the problem had been resolved
in the best interests of the community and the
students, which was the prime consideration. I
thank the Minister for his decisive action.
On a recent inspection of the junior and senior

campuses of the Monterey Secondary College I must
confess to having been appalled at the lack of
maintenance and general neglect that have allowed
these buildings to deteriorate to such an extent over
recent years. A fire destroyed one wing of the former
technical school and that wing has never been
completely refurbished. The roof and windows have
been replaced but the rest of the damaged areas,
including the floor, interior walls and ceilings,
remain a bare shell that is totally unusable and an
absolute disgrace. The wing includes several
classrooms, the principal's office, the general office
and other rooms.
As if that were not bad enough, I then inspected the
former high school. It would arguably be the
dirtiest, most dilapidated school I have ever had the
misfortune to see. There is not one piece of carpet in
the school that is not badly stained; there are holes in
the ceilings; and the general office is so small and
pokey that I do not know how staff are able to work
in it, much less take any pride in what they are
doing.
The new school principal and his staff, with the
school council, have attempted to make the best of
the situation by steam cleaning the carpets, but it did
little to improve their condition. Paint donated by a
local firm has been used to repaint the entry foyer
and library area in an attempt to make first
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impressions on entering the school more pleasant
than the reality is.
I commend the efforts made by everyone concerned
to try to make a silk purse out of a sow's ear;
however, the remainder of the school is suffering
from a sad lack of attention, making it very difficult
for the school to compete with other schools in the
area for student placements.
The area, being predominantly a public housing and
low-income area, suffers enough as it is, without
having school facilities of such a low standard that
do absolutely nothing for the pride and morale of
the community at large and the students in
particular. Despite the millions of dollars spent on
education budgets in this State by the former
government, I assure the House that no funds found
their way to this area, or if they did there is scant
evidence of it. If the golden eagle did pass this way,
it was blown way off course.
It is tragic that a society such as ours, a society that
constantly alludes to compassion and social justice
for all, can be so ignorant of or uncaring about the
plight of this community. I understand some $600
million needs to be spent on schools in Victoria to
bring them up to scratch, so the schools in Frankston
East electorate are certainly not orphans.
It makes me angry when I hear the so-called

champions of workingmen and women, the battlers
and the disadvantaged, paying what can only be
described as lip service to social justice. It is a
situation compounded by years of lost opportunity,
massive waste and the squandering of millions of
dollars - reckless and irresponsible behaviour that
will never be atoned for.
It is not my intention to list the many and varied
ways these losses were incurred. History will record
the facts. Suffice it to say that they are all well
known to honourable members. It will take many
years of sound economic management, vision and
determination to restore this once proud and
prosperous State to its rightful place as the economic
and manufacturing capital of Australia.
Of special interest to me are the industrial estates of
my electorate in Seaford and Carrum Downs -not
a particularly hard part of the electorate to
doorknock, as almost one in four of the factories and
offices is vacant with a "for lease" or "for sale" sign
displayed, a situation that truly reflects the hard
times small businesses are going through in Victoria,
and this electora te is no exception.
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All honourable members should be disturbed that
men and women who have made the decision to
mortgage the family home or arrange overdrafts or
some other form of borrowings in the great Aussie
tradition of having a go are seeing their assets either
eroded or lost. Those people are prepared to take the
risks. They forgo, without complaint or regret, the
security of a regular weekly wage; benefits, such as
holidays or family outings; and the security most
take for granted, knowing that if successful they can
in turn create wealth and employ others, thus giving
someone else's family the lifestyle we all aspire to
and, more importantly, provide a future for
themselves and their children.
The government must encourage those people back
to small business, and that can be done by getting
bureaucracy off their backs and removing some of
the red tape, restrictive regulations and imposts
small business operators face.
Those steps are imperative in addressing the
unacceptably high unemployment rates in the
Frankston area. Hardly a home in the area does not
have a family member, relative or friend
unemployed. Youth unemployment figures,
estimated to be higher than 50 per cent, are
scandalous.
Time and again young people are said to be the
future of this country, yet youth unemployment is
fast becoming a national joke. Band-aid solutions
and training and retraining schemes seem to be the
norm in Australia. We are also constantly told that
higher education is the answer to our future, but I
wonder at the wisdom of such thinking. Surely
unskilled and semi-skilled people are needed in the
workplace.
I do not believe every person needs a VCE pass or a
university degree. Everyone is entitled to the
opportunity of higher education, but those
qualifications are not necessary to drive a truck,
tram or train, nor to be employed in the hospitality
industry. What about the tradespeople of the future,
such as motor mechanics, bricklayers, plumbers,
electricians and all those who hammer a nail or fix a
roof, door or gate? Do the people who advocate this
insane need for higher education honestly believe
the skills of tradesmen and women will no longer be
required in the future?
Just as youth unemployment appals us all, it must
also be remembered that many thousands of older
men and women over the age of 45 years whose
lives have been ruined or homes have been lost or
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who are struggling to meet their mortgages and
clothe and feed their families may never again gain
useful employment. Many of them are
middle-management and semi-profeSSional
workers. They have an enormous amount of
experience and expertise in their fields, but they
have been thrown on the unemployment scrap heap.
It would be shameful not to tap that valuable wealth
of knowledge. We, as a government, should ensure
that those people have a future, especially as trainers
of younger workers, as has been their role over past
decades.
It amuses me to sit in this place and hear honourable
members opposite constantly espouse their so-called
monopoly on being workers. They give the
impression that no honourable member on the
government side knows what it is like to be a
worker. I and many other members of the coalition
are tradespeople - mechanics, butchers, teachers
and police officers - and most have been members
of unions. We know what it is like to battle and
work hard to earn a living and raise and educate a
family, just like everyone else in the community.
Therefore, I find it laughable to listen to honourable
members opposite argue that line.

During my campaign in Frankston East I was
constantly reminded of the fear in the community; of
those people who live in constant fear for their
personal safety both on the streets and in their
homes. It is a sad and tragic indictment of our
community when Victorians have to live like
prisoners in their own homes. People have to spend
many hundreds of dollars on security doors,
window locks, sensor lights, burglar alarms and the
many other items that turn a home into a fortress.
We live in a society where crimes of violence are not
only a daily occurrence but seem to be almost an
hourly occurrence, and the community seems to
tolerate that violence. Sure, people jump up and
down from time to time when they hear of a vicious
attack on some poor soul who is simply going about
his or her life, but when will something meaningful
be done about preventing crime and deterring those
who break the law?
At times we seem almost resigned to this invasion
on our lives. What has happened to our values, our
traditions, our sense of right and wrong? Where is
our sense of outrage at both the criminals and the
court and legal system that fails the innocent in the
community? Victorians deserve a legal and
sentencing system that truly fits the crime. They
deserve a system that reflects community
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expectations, not the revolving door of justice that
now exists. When a person gets a 20-year sentence it
should mean 20 years, not, as is presently the case,
one-third off 20 years - not 14 years, not 12 years,
not 10 years, but 20 years to the day.
I well recall the press interview given by Victoria's
then longest serving prisoner, William John
Q'Meally, soon after his release. When asked his
opinion of the merits of the prison system he said,
''Prisons are no longer a deterrent. Young offenders
and first-time offenders get it too easy". He went on
to say that prisons are a training ground; people
come into the system green and often leave with
grea ter skills passed on by hardened criminals. I do
not think his assessment is far wrong.
We must address these problems as a matter of
urgency so that Victorians can go about their
day-to-day lives without fear of attack, either in or
out of their homes.
I thank the people of my electorate for placing their
trust in me to represent them. I thank the Liberal
Party for preselecting me as its candidate and the
many members of my campaign team for their
dedication and hard work given so generously. I
also thank the Honourable Alan Hunt for his
encouragement and support over a long time. I also
thank honourable members for their courtesy on this
occasion.
Honourable Members - Hear, hear!
Sitting suspended 6.27 p.m. until 8.2 p.m.
Mr DOLLIS (Richmond) - I congratulate the
honourable member for Frankston East on his
speech to the House.
It is impossible to talk about the government's

program without referring to the results of
Saturday'S Federal election. The Premier has already
made statements distancing himself from the result
and from the debacle facing the Federal coalition.
His colleagues, who are already in considerable
trouble, are wondering what were the factors that
led to such a spectacular defeat.
The Premier has already tried to deny that the
results in Victoria were in any way due to the
Kennett factor - a very important factor, the
Premier would agree. He has already made history
by linking his name to the election results and
saying that the result would be determined due to
that factor alone, so we thank him!
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The Premier forgot at the same time that his
colleagues in Western Australia went out of their
way to distance themselves from him in their last
election saying that the West Australian Liberal
government was not the Kennett government and
that it had nothing to do with Victoria. During their
election campaign Mr Court's slogan was simply: I
am not Jeff Kennett and this is not Victoria.
I suggest that the government's attempt to paint the
goods and services tax as its only reason for losing
an election that it should not have lost under any
circumstances takes away the limited credibility that
this government was beginning to have. The swing
to the Labor Party on primary votes in Victoria was
4.5 per cent and the national average was 1.9 per
cent. I remind members of the government that with
a two-party preferred swing of 11 per cent against
the coalition, many of them will make history as
being among the select group of people who sat in
this Chamber for only one term. I suggest that they
take considerable time to analyse the Federal
election results and the factors that led to it.
In the space of five months this government has

built up considerable community resentment. There
is a clear message for those who want to see it that is, the goods and services tax was not the only
issue in the federal election campaign because
industrial relations was also a concern. The prospect
of individual contracts was a major factor in the
campaign. In his speech made at the opening of
Parliament, His Excellency the Governor said:
The government's employee relations plan is a key
plank in its program to revitalise the State and generate
real long-term jobs.

From day one the government decided to make
industrial relations the major issue in this State.
Victorians were caught out once and they were not
going to again give that opportunity to the Federal
coalition, particularly to its spokesperson on
industrial relations, John Howard. He even refused
to provide details of his proposed industrial
relations legislation to the public! The people of
Australia would not wear that; Victorians would not
allow for a second time the destruction of
employment conditions.
Victorians have seen anew, mean government
developing in this State with a new style of
arrogance, without compassion. People have been
treated with contempt and the government has not
consulted with community groups. The government
has used its power to impose silence on all those
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who do not agree with it, and many Victorians
would agree with that. Considering how concerned
and fearful people are about the coalition
government in this State, it is not surprising that the
Victorian electorate swung behind the Labor Party
in the Federal election.

level of interjection can be stimulating to debate. I
suggest honourable members have exceeded that
level and if they wish to interject they should do so
from their own places and should also be moderate.
The honourable member for Richmond does not
need help in what he is saying.

The practice that best sums up the coalition
government is the imposition of the $100 levy. The
Premier and his government rejected the Federal
coalition proposal for a flat taxation system; the
Premier has stated categorically that the people of
Australia rejected a taxation system that would have
a sudden impact on everyone irrespective of
economic background and capacity to pay. This
government has, however, imposed a levy of $100
on every individual regardless of whether he or she
owns a house worth $80 000 or $1 million or a
building in the central business district worth more
than $100 million. The poll tax was not part of the
State coalition election policy.

Mr DOLLIS - The interjections are entertaining
but I thank you for your assistance, Mr Deputy
Speaker. Instead of being concerned by the public
outcry that came from a wide cross-section of the
community the government will keep this tax for the
next three or four years. It will be interesting to hear
what the government intends to say to the electorate
prior to the next election.

Mr Gude interjected.
Mr DOLLIS - I am pleased to see my good
friend the Minister for Industry and Employment
interjecting from the back of the Chamber. At least
his Federal colleagues did not develop their policy in
the same manner. Mr Deputy Speaker, I know that
one should not be sidetracked even by friendly
interjections.
The poll tax was not part of the State coalition policy
prior to the State election. The coalition did not tell
the electors that it was intending to impose on them
a $100 tax and would do so for the next three years
irrespective of their capacity to pay, irrespective of
the fact that properties have different values and
irrespective of the fact that it is an unfair tax and
should not be imposed on the people of Victoria.
The tax was also imposed without consultation with
local government. What a gutless effort! Local
government was told that it must collect the tax and
it will be the local councils that will be blamed by
the people for imposing the tax, not the politicians
who imposed it. The government does not have the
courage of its convictions and collect the money.
Every local member should face his or her
constituents and say, '1 am responsible for this evil
thing".

Honourable members interjecting.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr J. F. McGrath) Order! As I say many times while in the chair, a

One of the major issues at the Federal election in
1988 was a referendum about a flat rate of taxation.
After the election and before the coalition members
started carving each other up they said that the
people had spoken and they would have to decide
what to do. They said they would drop the tax. The
government in Victoria has a similar tax and its
ideology is not much different from that of the
Federal Leader of the Opposition. The Kennett factor
will continue, and the more it rolls around the place
the better things will get for us.
I shall come back to the poll tax. It is in addition to
other tax measures. The government introduced a 10
per cent increase in electricity, gas and water
charges and an extra $70 for car registration. The
community is going through some very hard times.
Most of my constituents wonder what the meaning
of compassion is these days. At the heart of the
defeat of the Liberal Party in the election were its
values and ideology. Ideology has driven
conservative ideals that have failed in every
continent where it has been tried. A good example is
the United Kingdom and the United States of
America. The Minister should listen because he will
be in a lot of trouble in about three years, and he
knows it.
Federal and State coalitions are proud of their
ideological pOSition. They want Victoria to be a
meaner, more divided and less compassionate State.
The Prime Minister made that point clear. If
honourable members opposite have to be reminded,
they had better read what the former Prime
Minister, Mr Malcolm Fraser, said the day after the
election. He attacked the Hewson ideological agenda
and the business interests that drafted Fightback for
being too one-dimensional, too ideological.
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I know there are a lot of ideologues opposite so I
shall provide some history for them. Recently I
obtained from England a copy of a very informative
book called Dancing with Dogma by the well-known
conservative, Ian Gilmour. Honourable members
opposite should know him because he was a
well-known Minister in the first Thatcher
government.
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the grace to say during question time that the
concept of a flat tax had been rejected by the people
of Australia last Saturday, I remind the Treasurer,
who has seen fit to grace us with his presence, that
the $100 State deficit levy is also a flat tax. The
sooner the government resolves that contradiction,
the better off we will all be.
Mr Stockdale interjected.

Ian Gilmour, a former Tory Cabinet Minister in the
first Thatcher government, says in the book:
Like all ideologies Thatcherism is based on a simplistic
view of human nature, which reflects more the
qualities of the ideologist than any common attributes
of mankind.
The Thatcherite theory is unusually unconvincing,
however, since it manages to be both too pessimistic
and too optimistic.
It is too pessimistic in that it assumes that everyone is
driven by selfish motives, it is too optimistic in that it
asserts that everyone pursues his selfish interests in a
rational manner.

Mr Gilmour is not an ideologue from the left; he is a
pillar of the conservative Tory establishment in the
United Kingdom, a person who has been around
and is a respected conservative politician.
The Minister for Natural Resources should know
that, since he had the opportunity to study the
effects of that particular ideology, but I suggest the
rest of his colleagues should read the book. For 12
years two administrations in the United States of
America failed miserably because they pursued an
ideological agenda that was simplistic, an agenda
that was based on the selfish nature of an individual,
an ideological agenda without regard for the effect
its policies had on the ordinary people.
Do you know why Ian Gilmour wrote the book? Do
you know why he is so concerned about dogma,
about Thatcherism and about the policies
Mrs Tha tcher adopted? Some 10 years of
Thatcherism has divided the United Kingdom in
two and created a permanent underclass, the
members of which can see no future for themselves.
The people of the United Kingdom are experiencing
hardships the likes of which their countrymen did
not experience even during the first and second
world wars.
Honourable members opposite do not have the
decency to agree with me. Although the Premier had

Mr DOLUS - You cannot say that you will
continue to pursue your own ideological agenda
while admitting that the people of Australia have
rejected the Federal coalition's ideological package!
The result of last Saturday'S Federal election
contains lessons for us all. Governments and
political parties will no longer will be able to survive
by proposing policies that divide the community.
The fundamental Australian values must be
protected. Governments, political parties and
politicians come and go, but those values will
remain and will continue to be the basis for future
generations.
I suggest that the Treasurer get rid of his simplistic
agenda and begin to think about the effects of his
government's policies on the people of this State.
The Treasurer cannot continue his dance with
dogma.
Mr Stockdale interjected.
Mr DOLUS - It is a good book; you ought to
read it. At least you have the intellect to understand
it. As for your colleagues, God help us!
Mr W. D. McGrath interjected.
Mr DOLUS - I point out to the Deputy Leader
of the National Party that Dancing with Dogma does
not refer to some exotic fruit grown in Mildura; it is
the title of a book.

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr DOLUS - Fightback was a narrow,
economic rationalist document - Mr Coleman - What do you believe in?
Mr DOLUS - I believe in a fair and more
compassionate State and in a fair and more
compassionate Australia.

GOVERNOR'S SPEECH

234

ASSEMBLY

Not only was there a swing to the ALP last
Saturday, but the Federal government increased its
majority at a time when the country is experiencing
the biggest transformation that anyone can
remember. Everybody said that the Federal election
was one that the government could not win; but
no-one said that it was an election that the
opposition could lose - and boy did it lose it! What
a spectacular loss, and what a brilliant victory by the
Prime Minister!
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from the government side. Another honourable
member is waiting to make his maiden speech, and
unless the honourable member for Richmond comes
to the point of his argument I may proceed to call
the next speaker.
Mr DOLUS - I have made a lot of preparation
for this speech and there is still a book to go
through. I was hoping that government members
would extend my time so I could continue educating
them. I wonder when they last read a book.

Honourable members interjecting.
Honourable members interjecting.
Mr DOLUS - On Monday a woman walked
into my office and said that she intended to write to
the Prime Minister to thank him for safeguarding
the future of her children. That's the message you
ought to take note of. Honourable members opposite
should analyse the result and should have another
look at their government's policies.
When Fightback was announced - we all remember
the spectacular publicity campaign - the
ideologues opposite told us that the goods and
services tax was essential and that the package was
brilliant and represented the way forward for
Australia.
An honourable member interjected.
Mr DOLUS - What happened last Saturday? It
was a spectacular result!

Mr DOLUS - I want to return to the dogma
opposite, but honourable members are continuing to
interject. You, Mr Deputy Speaker, would admit that
interjections make it hard for simple members of
Parliament - The DEPUTY SPEAKER - Order! The
honourable member for Richmond will ignore
interjections.
Mr DOLUS - I suggest that government
members listen to Malcolm Fraser and to
well-known conservative theoreticians like Or
Henderson in Sydney. Have they been bagging
members of the government? Have they been
sticking the knife where it hurts? There is nothing
like a spectacular loss, is there?
Honourable Members - You would know!

Mr Finn interjected.
Mr DOLUS - I suggest that it will be bye-bye in
Tullamarine next time. I would not worry about it if
I were the honourable member for Tullamarine.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER - Order! The
honourable member for Richmond should ignore
interjections, particularly across-Chamber
discussions. I ask him to come back to his speech.
Mr DOLUS - It is a pretty good speech but it is
rather difficult to concentrate on the fundamental
points that honourable members opposite must
learn.

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr DOLUS - I am talking about the dogma
opposite.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER - Order! Interjections
from the opposition side are as disorderly as those

Mr DOLUS - I refer to the election that could
not be lost.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER - Order! The
honourable member for Richmond is testing my
patience. He is provoking interjections, and I ask
him to come back to his speech.
Mr Stockdale interjected.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER - Order! I also ask the
Treasurer to be silent.
Mr DOLUS - Thank you, Mr Deputy Speaker,
for your protection, it is greatly appreciated. Dancing
with Dogma: Britain under Thatcherism says that one
cannot afford to continue with policy that divides
the community. The government cannot continue to
treat people in the same way, as if they are all able to
afford the same taxes, irrespective of their ability to
pay. The government wants to increase taxes
because it wants to cover debt, but it should do so in
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a fair and compassionate way. It wants to put a levy
on houses, but that should be done on the basis of
the capacity of people to pay. The old lady down the
street should not be told to pay $100 while another
person with $10 million in the bank is asked to pay
$100. If you want to say--

elders, like Malcolm Fraser. Listen to the
people--

The DEPUTY SPEAKER - Order! The
honourable member will address the Chair.

Before calling the honourable member for Essendon,
I point out to the House that the honourable member
is making his maiden speech, and I ask all
honourable members to extend him the usual
courtesy.

Mr DOLLIS - The government should impose
taxes in a fair and compassionate way. If it wants to
save the people of Victoria, it should present its
economic plan fairly and compassionately, because
it cannot dance with dogma, as Ian Gilmore tells us.
Not too many people in the United Kingdom still
subscribe to that point of view. The remaining
ideologues were done in last Saturday. Those who
do not wish to heed the lessons of history will pay
the price in the future - those who do not have the
capacity to analyse the message that not only the
Victorian but also the Australian communities have
given to honourable members opposite, that we can
no longer drive a divisive agenda.
The SPEAKER - Order! The honourable
member has 2 minutes in which to conclude.
Mr DOLLIS - As I said earlier, it is unfortunate
that I have a lot of material and very little time in
this House. Perhaps I can give it to the Minister for
Natural Resources to read later. But he will never
read it!
Mr Coleman interjected.
The SPEAKER - Order! Interjections across the
table are disorderly. I ask the honourable member
for Richmond to continue without interruption.
Mr DOLLIS - In conclusion, it is important for
this Parliament to heed and learn from the result of
last Saturday'S election. It is important for us to
work out policies that will unite the community. I
thought that the politics of division and the politics
of ideology had disappeared with the fall of the
Berlin Wall. People can no longer present a
simplistic view. It is easy for the Treasurer to drive
his dogmatic position because he is driving a
dogmatic Budget. In the next few days he will give
us another economic statement created from the
same recipe that was rejected last Saturday.
I suggest to the Treasurer that for the sake of the
State and for the sake of his party he listen to his

The SPEAKER - Order! The honourable
member should address the Chair, and his time has
expired.

Mr DA VIS (Essendon) - In supporting the
motion moved by my friend and colleague the
honourable member for Tullamarine I begin by
expressing loyalty to our Sovereign, Queen
Elizabeth Il, and acknowledge the dignified and
capable manner in which His Excellency the
Governor and Mrs McGarvie are carrying out their
duties.
Firstly, let me congratulate you, Mc Speaker, on your
election to the office of Speaker of the 52nd
Parliament - a well deserved honour. It is all the
more pleasing for me because of the association I
have had with your family - an association that
goes back 25 years to when your parents bought my
first marital home. I also note that you went to
school in Ascot Vale and Moonee Ponds and that
your parents had a butcher shop in Puckle Street.
'Who would have thought so long ago that in 1993
you would be the Speaker of the Victorian
Parliament and I would be the member for
Essendon, making my inaugural speech with you in
the chair?
It seems that the north-west of Melbourne has a

proclivity to producing Parliamentary Speakers. The
honourable member for Werribee, although not born
in the area, almost certainly now qualifies as a
north-westerner and was Speaker in the 51st
Parliament. The Honourable Tom Edmunds, who
now lives in Essendon and who was initially the
member for Ascot Vale and later the member for
Pascoe Vale, was also Speaker of this House.
The record, however, does not stop there. The
Honourable Sir Kenneth Wheeler, another Essendon
resident and the Liberal member for the Essendon
area from 1958 until 1979, was Speaker from 1973
until 1979. I know all honourable members will be
sorry to hear that Sir Kenneth is unwell at present,
and will join me in wishing him a speedy recovery.

GOVERNOR'S SPEECH

236

ASSEMBLY

I was born in West Brunswick and went to the same
school as the honourable member for Yan Yean,
although my time there would have predated his by
about 17 years. I must write and tell those at South
West Brunswick Primary School No. 4304 that they
have two current members of Parliament among
their alumni.
In 1960 when I finished my tertiary education jobs
were plentiful. Employers actively recruited school
leavers, unemployment was almost non-existent and
young people were practically assured of finding a
place in their chosen vocations. I was not the
slightest bit interested in politics. Henry Bolte ran
Victoria, Robert Menzies ran Australia, God was in
His heaven and all was right with the world.
I married and, with my wife's help, had two
children. I joined the family business and shifted
house to live in Essendon. In 1972 the Whitlam era
came upon us. I could not believe what was
happening to my country: unemployment, inflation,
ineptitude, mismanagement, social engineering and
wage explosion. So I joined the Liberal Party to
make a positive contribution to ousting the Labor
Party from power. Yet at that stage I had no political
ambition for myself. My contribution was at the
branch level where I served as secretary, as
president and as a member of the electorate
committees. In 1976 I was pleased to be appointed
the electorate treasurer of the Honourable Sir
Kenneth Wheeler when, following a redistribution
that had made Essendon very marginal, he managed
to hold that seat with a margin of only 24 votes.
My father, George Davis, was born in Carlton in
1902, the youngest of nine children. His father died
when my father was 18 months old. There were no
pensions or government assistance and the family
was poor. George Davis left school aged 12 years
and worked in a variety of low-paid jobs, eventually
becoming a self-taught sheet metal worker.
He met Viola who was born in Bendigo in 1904.
They married in 1927 and remained together until
1990, when they both passed away within a short
period of each other.
George Davis never had a high opinion of politicians
but I hope today that my father and mother are
looking down on their only son with pride because I
am proud of them and proud to be a member of this
place as the representative of the people of Essendon.
In 1935, during the Great Depression, my father lost
his job. He did not go on the dole or throw up his
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hands in dismay; he borrowed 35 pounds, rented a
small factory in North Melbourne and went into
business as a skylight manufacturer. He worked
long hours, seven days a week, and by 1941 had
established a thriving business. However, tragedy
struck. He was involved in a car accident and was
almost killed. He hovered between life and death for
six months and my mother, with my sister Joyce,
looked after me and the business while visiting him
in hospital every day. After 18 months in hospital he
recovered but he was left with a permanent
disability in his right leg. This did not stop him. The
business expanded and diversified into glazing. Two
new premises were built and finally a larger factory
was built where all operations were located.
He worked on the shop floor in overalls until he was
nearly 80 years of age. He never had much time for
the trappings of success. He was happy to be just a
worker. He did not ask for government handouts or
assistance and did not take kindly to government
interference; he wanted to succeed on his own
ability.
This is my heritage and this behaviour is Australia's
heritage. Australians want to be left to get on with
the job. They want governments and unions off their
backs and out of their lives. This is why I am a
Liberal. This is the basis of Liberal philosophy.
The electorate of Essendon has essentially the same
boundaries as the City of Essendon, apart from a
small area in the west which is in the electorate of
Niddrie and the portion of Strathmore, north of the
Tullamarine Freeway, which is in the electorate of
Pascoe Vale.
The electorate of Essendon is compact, covering 18
square kilometres, and contains the suburbs of
Moonee Ponds, Ascot Vale West and Aberfeldie, and
parts of Essendon, Essendon North, Strathmore,
Flemington and Ascot Vale.
The name Essendon is derived from the village of
Hertfordshire and means the valley of EIsa's people.
The electorate contains the Moonee Valley
Racecourse, the Royal Agricultural Show grounds
and part of Flemington Racecourse. It is reasonably
well serviced by trains, trams and buses. It has many
fine parks and recreational facilities and, of course, it
is the home of the mighty Bombers.
There is little manufacturing industry in Essendon;
most of the work force is engaged in clerical work,
community services, the professions and the
wholesale and retail trades. Recently additional

GOVERNOR'S SPEECH

Tuesday, 16 March 1993

ASSEMBLY

employment opportunities have been created in the
leisure industry through the introduction of gaming
machines.
Many people in Essendon live alone and many
retired and elderly folk reside in the area. I am
pleased to be associated with Lionsville, a facility
that provides approximately 120 independent living
units for single people and married couples as well
as a hostel providing personal care for 60 elderly
people. Within the precincts is the Essendon Adult
Day Care Centre for the frail aged. That is a joint
venture between Lionsville, Essendon City Council
and the Department of Health and Community
Services.
Lionsville is reputed to be the largest Lions facility
in the Southern Hemisphere with a replacement
value of approximately $15 million. I pay tribute to
my fellow Lions and the dedicated staff for the
foresight and sheer hard work that makes Lionsville
an asset to Essendon. Plans are under way for
additions to Lionsville, and I will assist to my
utmost to facilitate those aspirations.
Essendon has several other charitable and privately
run retirement lodges, special accommodation
homes, hostels and nursing homes, and I
acknowledge their contribution to the care of the
elderly in my electorate.
Essendon has many government and church
schools. The fine reputation of those schools is one
of the reasons why property values continue to hold,
even in the current economic climate. Late last year I
actively assisted in the amalgamation of several
government schools in the area to form the
Essendon/East Keilor District College, the senior
campus of which is located in Essendon. I will
monitor its progress closely because I have a
nagging suspicion that the amalgamation was more
Ministry-driven than community initiated and it
may destroy the identity the individual schools had
with the local community. The new campus has
problems with public transport services and car
parking, and those problems need to be resolved.
The social engineering policies inflicted on our
schoolchildren by the former government were
nothing short of criminal. The dogma of equality of
outcomes is a recipe for mediocrity. I believe the
pursuit of excellence and healthy competition
through some form of external examination do no
student any harm. Life is competitive; we live in a
world that is shrinking rapidly and we cannot afford
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the luxury of putting our heads in the sand and
pretending that we are on our own.
Honourable members should go overseas to see the
value other countries put on the pursuit of
excellence in education. They should travel on our
trains and listen to our children speak - many are
inarticulate. One has only to read the job
applications of many students to know that they
have poor spelling and no concept of how to set out
a formal letter. What a rotten legacy for the next
generation! Children have only one opportunity to
achieve literacy and numeracy and the Labor Party
has let·them down. It is no wonder many of our
teachers are working in government schools so that
they can pay private school fees for their children.
How many Labor Parliamentarians have children at
private schools? We should use a little old-fashioned
discipline in our homes and schools and ensure that
schools are run for the benefit of children and not for
the benefit of teachers and trendy educational
theorists.
Many roads in Essendon are choked with trucks and
other heavy vehicles, due to the closure by the
former Minister for Transport of Macaulay Road in
Kensington and the failure of the former
government to extend Melbourne's freeway system.
The South Eastern Arterial car park will long remain
a legacy of former Premier Cain's inability to stand
up to pressure groups.
I will press for a swift resolution to Essendon's
traffic problems through the completion of the
ring-road from the Hume Highway to the
Tullamarine Freeway, the implementation of a truck
curfew in Pascoe Vale Road at night and on
weekends and the corresponding opening of
Macaulay Road so that residents will have some
respite from the intolerable noise. To this end, I have
spoken to the Minister for Roads and Ports on the
matter and hope to have remedial measures in place
very soon. The wear and tear on Essendon's roads
by the increased heavy traffic is yet another burden
on the people of my electorate. The Western bypass
and the Domain tunnel must be completed as soon
as practicable. They will at last remove the black
hole that exists between the north and south of
Melbourne.
I comment briefly on local government in Essendon.
Essendon City Council was like many others when
the lunacy of the 1980s took hold. Our
Labor-controlled council threw itself wholeheartedly
into the borrowing binge and by 1989 Essendon had
a debt of more than $15 million. Sure, we had a fine
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leisure centre running at a loss, a golf course we
could not afford and a tennis centre partially
completed. Rates were rising rapidly, but
fortunately the ratepayers had the good sense to
elect an independent council. I hasten to add that
only one member of the Liberal Party was on the
council. The council was comprised of local business
people and other sensible people who implemented
sound management and debt reduction policies. I
am delighted that this year Essendon will have a
zero rate rise and its debt will be reduced to $11.3
million. That is coupled with a plan that will
ameliorate the debt to $400 000 by the year 2000.
This surely shows what can be achieved through the
application of sound business principles and
restraint in local government. It is precisely the sort
of program the coalition is embarking upon in this
Parliament to save Victoria from virtual bankruptcy.
The Essendon Football Club, together with social
and other associated sporting bodies, is embarking
on a redevelopment of the Essendon recreation
reserve. That exciting project will be a focus for
sporting facilities in the city and will be a
magnificent example of cooperation between the
council and the local community. It would be a pity
if the current economic malaise that we have
inherited caused the completion of the project to be
delayed. It is shameful that in its dying days the
previous government played a cruel hoax on the
people of Essendon by promising funds for the
project - in effect it wrote yet another dud cheque.
I have a copy of the maiden speech of the former
member for Essendon, Barry Rowe, delivered in this
place on 31 May 1979.
Mr Gude - Barry who?
Mr DA VIS - Barry Rowe. In his address he
berated the then Liberal government because
unemployment in Essendon in April that year was
2253. Sadly, I have to report that under his
government's management of this State the latest
unemployment figure is 8007. What a disgraceful
achievement! Our young people wander the streets
without hope and many of our more mature
workers suffer the indignity and degradation of
being unable to provide adequately for their
families. A lifetime of experience that should be
passed on to the next generation is being lost.
In the words of the editor of the Young Liberals
magazine, Libleader.
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For the past decade Victoria has been used to so-called
consensus and social reforms, warm inner glows,
basket weaving and creative accounting.
Quite simply this type of policy can never work as the
decline of similar economies around the world has
shown. What it gave us is near bankruptcy, record
unemployment, unions intent on creating division and
a basket-case economy.
All Liberals should remind those who criticise the State
government's painful reforms and cutbacks of the
reasons why they are necessary and who is ultimately
responsible for the need to implement these policies.

I believe everyone is entitled to an adequate
education, clean air, potable water, shelter and a job.
The rest is up to the individual. Those who through
no fault of their own cannot provide for themselves
have a right to be supported by the more fortunate.
I have always thought I was a fair employer,
although the honourable member for Thomastown
may think otherwise. I am not a union basher, but
the attitude that business is a bottomless source of
wealth to be milked until it sinks to its knees has to
stop. We cannot continue to maintain a standard of
living financed by borrowed money.
I thank those who helped me in my campaign. The
branch members, personal friends and volunteers all
played their part. The Liberal Party State secretariat
conducted a most professional campaign and gave
support to all candidates of a level unprecedented in
all my years in the party.
I thank my children, George Robert and Lynda lane,
for their assistance and understanding. I owe an
unrepayable debt to my wife, Beverley. No-one
could have been more supportive. We have been
together for 29 years and our partnership in both
business and politics has been phenomenal. We are a
formidable combination. We believe the family unit
is the very basis of our society. If a person picks a
fight with one of us, watch out; that person will have
the whole Davis clan against him before he can blink!
The staff at Parliament House have been extremely
kind and helpful to the new kids on the block. I give
my grateful thanks to them all.
The electors of Essendon have honoured me with
their trust as their representative. I thank them and
promise to serve them to the best of my ability and
not to betray that trust.
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I am not an intellectual; I am not an economist; I am
not a political scientist: but I have lived for more that
half a century; I have raised and educated a family;
and I have seen them go into the world at large as
decent citizens. I have worked on the factory floor in fact I have swept it. I have struggled to buy my
own house. I have run a small business. I have had a
successful and rewarding life. If by being in this
place I can assist others to achieve what I have been
fortunate enough to achieve, I will leave here well
satisfied.
I thank the House for the courtesy extended to me
during my maiden speech.
The SPEAKER - Order! Before calling the
honourable member for Ballarat East, I point out to
the House tha t this is his maiden speech and I expect
the House to receive him with the usual courtesy.
Mr TRA YNOR (Ballarat East) - Thank you,
Mr Speaker. May I take the opportunity to
congratulate you on your elevation to the role of
Speaker, a title I respect. I have already recognised
your qualities of patience and wit and, Sir, I will be
guided by your rules in this House.
Before beginning my maiden speech I place on
record my sincere thanks to some people, especially
my wife and family, for their tremendous strength
and support during the campaign. To my campaign
team and loyal workers and supporters, I say thank
you. I also wish to thank the staff of Parliament for
their courtesy and assistance during this 52nd
Parliament and honourable members on both sides
of the House for welcoming me as a new member.
As they would appreciate, becoming a new member
of Parliament is a pretty daunting experience. I also
extend my best wishes to the Governor, His
Excellency the Honourable Richard McGarvie, and
his wife, and hope they enjoy their time in office.
Before I speak about my electorate it would be
remiss of me not to acknowledge the work done by
my predecessor, who for 10 years represented the
old seat of Ballarat South. I refer to Frank Sheehan.
He worked hard in the area. He suffered from
nothing more than the disadvantage of belonging to
a party that in government had lost the confidence
of the Victorian public, and they voted accordingly
on 3 October.
It is both an honour and a privilege to be elected the
first member for the new electorate of Ballarat East, a
job that requires dedication and hard work. It will be
a challenging time.
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I would like to outline my beliefs and ideals as a
new member. My family tradition is working class. I
was born just after the second world war and grew
up in the country town of Ararat. My upbringing
was based on old-fashioned values of loyalty,
respect and trust. Throughout my life I have never
forgotten those values and have striven to obey all
the necessary principles of good citizenship. Respect
for the family unit, for teachers and for the people
around me meant a lot to me during my childhood.
I believe in freedom of choice for the individual. At
present 96 per cent of Australians have basic
freedom under the Westminster system, under the
law of the land and under the Parliamentary
process. As a former police officer of some 26 years, I
have respect for the legal system and, while I have
sometimes expressed surprise about the sentences
handed out, I remain a great advocate of the present
criminal justice administration in this State.
My electorate of Ballarat East covers 3138 square
kilometres and is part of Ballarat Province. It is
basically an urbanised country electorate. It includes
the southern part of Ballarat and the following
suburbs: Ballarat South, Ballarat East, Canadian,
Mount Pleasant and Mount Clear. The seat also
embraces Daylesford, Hepbum Springs, Bungaree,
Buninyong, Lal Lal, Ballan, Blackwood, Meredith,
Steiglitz, Staughton Vale and Anakie.
,Most of the Ballarat East area is involved in
agriculture and grazing, with some timber
production and mining. The largest occupational
groups in the area include the classifications of
tradespeople, labourers and sales and personal
services workers. But community services -health
and education - the wholesale and retail trade and
manufacturing also employ a large part of the
electorate's work force, while there are a number of
State government employees.
Ballarat has a large unemployment problem. Of
course, it is impossible to be precise about just how
many are unemployed, as many people have given
up hope of finding work and have not bothered
even to register for unemployment benefits.
Headlines such as "One in five are idle in the
nation's dole capital", found in the Herald-Sun of 10
November 1991, do nothing to instil any confidence
into the people of Ballarat. Further, the Ballarat
Courier revealed that Ballarat unemployment was up
22.6 per cent, making Australia's biggest inland city
the unemployment capital of Australia.
Unemployment figures available for the region
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indicate that 8800 people are out of work - a
diabolical situation in this large provincial city.
I welcome the coalition's new jobs initiative, which
is estimated to generate between 30 000 and 40 000
new private sector jobs by June 1994. In Ballarat East
there is a lack of employment growth, particularly in
the manufacturing sector. This is largely due to the
fact that manufacturing industries are in decline.
Most employers in the region are not large, and
growth in services is not stimulating enough jobs.
The area lacks labour-intensive industries. A
number of problems and weaknesses prevent new
firms establishing in the area. The high costs of
freighting and communication, poor rail services to
Melbourne and Geelong and high trunk call costs
make firms reluctant to venture into Ballarat.
At present existing labour market programs do not
appear to be catering adequately for the long-term
unemployed, particularly those aged 45 years and
over. The success of labour market programs in the
area appears to be severely restricted by a lack of
opportunities. Employment placements and training
programs are of limited value if there are few
vacancies in which to place clients. Industry that is
capable of operating in an internationally
competitive environment needs to be attracted to the
region. Also industry may be encouraged to locate in
Ballarat if there is improved transport and lower
communication costs.
Ballarat is a great city for education, but
unfortunately some schools in my electorate are in
urgent need of maintenance, especially in the
painting and safety areas. Further to the education
issue, there is a strong case for the establishment of a
Ballarat university from Ballarat University College
during the life of the Parliament. The creation of a
university is a State matter; that is, universities are
constituted and obtain their powers by an Act of
Parliament proceeding through both Houses.
Ballarat University College is the only independent
university college in the unified national system,
which includes all Australian universities. In order
to retain its independence and regional focus during
the period of forced mergers and amalgama tions,
Ballarat formed an affiliation with the University of
Melbourne in 1990. As a result of this formal
arrangement and through Ballarat's amended
constitution, Melbourne carries out a sponsorship
role in that it certifies that Ballarat's courses are of
university standard and endorses professional
appointments made at Ballarat. Melbourne
postgraduate research degrees are offered through
Ballarat. For a college to become a university there is
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a requirement that courses be run in the humanities,
the social sciences and the natural sciences and that
there be a growing student population of between
4000 and 5000. Ballarat University College meets all
these requirements and can add to the list its strong
engineering and technology programs as well as
those in the visual and performing arts. There is a
need for Ballarat University College to become
Victoria's next university.
A locally governed independent university at
Ballarat has important ramifications for the area,
particularly the region's economy, study
opportunities for local students, employment
opportunities, social, cultural and recreational
activities and future growth resulting from locally
based decisions and initiatives. Marketing of the
institution, particularly to overseas clients, will have
more positive results if it is conducted as a
univerSity. The institution already attracts about
$150 million a year to the Ballarat economy and this
would increase with full university status.
I turn now to one of the most important tourist
complexes in this State and a part of Ballarat's
heritage - the Sovereign Hill goldmining town.
Late last year the Australian Tourism Commission
announced that Sovereign Hill had been crowned
Australia's major tourist attraction. With an annual
turnover of $11 million and attracting more than
486 000 visitors through the turnstiles - 23 per cent
from overseas -one gets the feeling that things are
rosy in Ballarat. But in reality a number of
employees have been retrenched due to the
economic position of the State and falling
attendances.
The imposts and burdens placed upon businesses
such as Sovereign Hill stifle employment
opportunities. We must change the culture and our
attitudes toward proViding positive initiatives to
recover from this recession. Through appropriate
consultation with employers, employees and the
unions I believe this can be achieved for the
betterment of all concerned. It is all about
cooperation and working together, because if we do
not we are on the brink of becoming a Third World
nation.
Throughout these maiden speeches - from
members on both sides of the House - it is
apparent that law and order is an important issue
and that there is a requirement in several electorates
for the establishment of new police stations, and my
electorate is no different. On a visit to Ballarat in
January last year the former Minister for Police and
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Emergency Services, the honourable member for
Carrum, recognised a demonstrable need to replace
the present Camp Street complex. He recognised
that a number of police were working in cramped
and depressed conditions. That is something we
agree on, and it is a shame that that sort of thing
does not happen often enough in resolving issues.
During the campaign I was approached by some
very concerned citizens of the townships of
Bungaree, Dunnstown and Wallace, small
communities just outside Ballarat on the Western
Highway. The district is attractive as a place to live,
offering a rural lifestyle 10 minutes from Ballarat
and handy access to Melbourne. The locals have
proudly maintained and enhanced their heritage
and the towns boast millions of dollars of
community assets; but the real fabric of these
communities is the network of sporting, social and
other community support groups, the businesses
that cater for the basic needs of the locals and value
added rural industries that generate local
employment.
The Wallace butter factory not only is a depot for the
produce of 70 dairy farms but also employs 70
people. The Woodward sawmill treats locally grown
pine and also creates jobs in the area. In essence
these towns are home and form an integral part of
life and identity for people born and reared locally.
However, they are being denied the opportunity to
progress, essentially because young people are being
deprived of the opportunity of building their homes
in the area because of rules and regulatiOns,
extensive legal costs and subdivision plans being
put on the back burner.
The towns are also at a disadvantage in not being
connected to sewerage systems, and numerous
bodies and committees have been established to
discuss the issues of water quality and water
pollution, land care and sewerage. Their frustration
is borne out when you talk to them about the lack of
commitment or direction and the failure of
government to address the issues. Decisions are
made by single issue authorities whose narrow
terms of reference blind them to the wider issues in
our society. The towns themselves are being sadly
neglected.
The township of Daylesford has suffered terribly in
the past few years with the closure of the courthouse
and a mineral spa factory, greatly reduced numbers
at the abattoirs and the lack of opportunities for the
young.
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During the election campaign I was confronted with
a petition from the workers at the Daytex factory,
who were concerned for the safety of their jobs and
the possibility of retrenchment because of the high
costs incurred by their employer, Mr Holmes.
WorkCare costs were killing him and he was forced
to curtail any further expansion of his factory and
delay the purchase of new high-tech equipment. It is
a sad reflection on today's society that a company
that is competitive is being forced out of the
marketplace because of high overheads.
I was also approached by the sawmillers of
Daylesford, who play a vital role in providing jobs
in the area. They expressed concern about anomalies
in the granting of licences and inconsistency in the
criteria required to forest timber. The former
government's Timber Industry Strategy released in
1986 encouraged the development of mills with a
large processing capability and discriminated
against small mills. It failed to recognise the
advantages of small mills, which provide a greater
ability to add value to unseasoned timber, a higher
log recovery, reliable long-term employment and a
flexible work force.
Small mills make an important contribution to both
the local and State economies and there is concern
about the failure to adequately inform saw millers
that the IS-year contracts will be substantially
modified in the near future. They are also concerned
about the hasty implementation of licence changes,
the lack of consultation, the haphazard nature of log
allocations and the failure to ensure that mills with
superior log allocation are using timber for the
purpose for which it was allocated.
Timber production is one of the mainstays of
Daylesford. Daylesford has a great tourist potential
because of its spa complex and its beautiful Convent
Gallery, which displays works of art from all over
the State. The gallery was awarded a prize in the
Australian tourism awards last year. Daylesford
seems to have been forgotten in many areas and a
great deal of work is required to revitalise the
economy and offer incentives for the town to
prosper once again.
Economic stability can be achieved only by modem
methods of reform and a commitment to ensure that
that occurs. The world is changing rapidly and to
compete both locally and internationally requires
different attitudes and practices. No longer can we
look back on the past. We have to create new
businesses and opportunities for people who are
prepared to have a go.
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The Premier has the vision and the policies to
rejuvenate the economy, and I believe he will do a
grand job. We have to encourage, support and
reward the people who set objectives and goals to
bring Victoria back to its respected financial status.
The government will no doubt have to take
criticism, and I am not frightened to take the
initiative or make hard decisions. Most of my life
has been involved with making important decisions.
While I was employed by the Victoria Police Force I
implemented a Statewide initiative. It was my
concept and I continued to tackle the issue of the
consumption of alcohol in certain areas and the
implementation by local councils of the banning of
alcohol in beach resort areas. As a result of my initial
program the concept has been implemented
interstate. In 1990 I commenced the initiative in
Ballarat, and it now has wide community support.
Numerous shires and councils throughout Victoria
have by-laws addressing the issue of alcohol
consumption.
I recognise that my being elected by the people of
Ballarat East to represent them is a big ask of me, but
I will strive to the best of my ability to become their
voice in these hallowed halls and to contribute
constructively and positively during debates.
Finally, I am privileged to be among men and
women from both sides of the House who feel they
have something to offer to the people of Victoria.
There is considerable talent on the opposition
benches, and I look forward to the Parliamentary
process being conducted in a keen and spirited way.
Mr Speaker, I thank you for allowing me to make
my maiden speech and I thank honourable members
for the courtesy they have shown me. I will respect
that in the years to come.
Honourable Members - Hear, hear!
Mr COOPER (Morning ton) - I am pleased to be
able to join the Address-in-Reply debate, although it
is now some time since Parliament resumed after the
general election last October.
Mr Speaker, I congratulate you formally on your
election to the position of Speaker - although I note
that my rising to my feet has forced you to leave the
Chamber. The Speaker's election did not come as a
surprise to members on this side or the other side of
the Chamber. He was certainly the outstanding
candidate. In years gone by as an Acting Speaker
and an Acting Chairman of Committees he
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demonstrated an excellent knowledge of the
Standing Orders and an ability to get along with
people on all sides of the Chamber, and those are
attributes that will certainly be needed in the coming
months as he controls what can at times, as we all
recognise, be a very unruly place.
I congratulate the honourable member for
Warrnambool on his election as Chairman of
Committees and Deputy Speaker. The honourable
member has already shown the House that he, too,
has the capacity to handle this difficult role with
ease and good humour, and I wish him well over the
term of the 52nd Parliament.
My electorate and I wish to pay our respects to His
Excellency the Governor, the Honourable Richard
McGarvie, and Mrs McGarvie. This is the first
opportunity I have had since the Governor took on
that role to formally congratulate him in this House.
I wish him well and hope he will take the
opportunity on a number of occasions over the
coming years to visit my electorate of MOrnington
where he will be most welcome.
We have had visits in past years from many of the
Governors of this State; all of them have been
attracted to the Mornington Peninsula and to my
electorate and the electorate of my colleague the
honourable member for Dromana, as well as to the
attributes that those two electorates lend to Victoria.
The honourable member for Dromana in his maiden
speech earlier today mentioned the great beauty of
the Mornington Peninsula and the scenic delights
that area offers. Governors going back as far as I can
remember - and I can remember a fair way back have all visited the area and have all had some
Significant connection with it. One former
Governor's widow still lives on the Mornington
Peninsula, so obviously it has great attractions. The
present Governor, the Honourable Richard
McGarvie, and Mrs McGarvie will always be very
welcome in our part of the world.
The 1992 general election in Victoria was probably
approached with apprehension by every retiring
member of this House and I was not immune from
that. About two years before the election we had
seen a redistribution of State electorates and I was
one of the people who were least impressed by the
efforts of the commissioners; they had taken hold of
my electorate where I had grafted a very hard 2.1
per cent margin and managed to reduce it to 0.7 per
cent!
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When I saw the new maps tabled in the
Parliamentary Library a couple of years ago I was
less than impressed by the efforts of the
commissioners. I felt the proposal put forward by
the Liberal Party was an eminently suitable
proposition and one that certainly would have given
me a very comfortable margin as I entered the
coming election, which I knew would happen some
time in 1992.
Be that as it may. Interestingly, it was the Speaker
who told me that the same thing had been done to
him prior to the 1985 election and that he had
received advice from a colleague from the Labor
side of the House saying, ''Don't worry about it, just
get out there and work and do your best in your
electorate and you will be re-elected".
So when I was feeling a little bit down after those

redistribution maps were presented in the Library, I
received the same advice from the present Speaker. I
took his advice and went out there and did what I
believed was a pretty fair job of campaigning
between that time and the election. The advice of the
Speaker was well received by me and certainly
borne out by the electorate of MOmington because in
October 1992 my campaign committee and I turned
a 0.7 per cent margin into a 13 per cent margin.
That says a number of things about the 1992 election:
it says, firstly, that the people of Mornington
recognised that they needed to return the member
who had represented them for the previous two
terms because they knew that member would be
part of the government team in this House. They
very clearly recognised that the government team in
this House had to be a coalition team, that they
could probably never again in their lifetime return a
Labor government to power in this State.
The reasons have to be examined because we have
heard a fair bit of florid rhetoric from the opposition
side of the House during this debate, and I
understand that during my absence from the House
tonight the honourable member for Richmond
added to the florid debate by laying down a few
challenges to the government, telling us that we did
not know what we were on about and were doing it
all wrong.
For the benefit of people like the honourable
member for Richmond and others who have
spouted that kind of rhetoric to the House, I point
out that there needs to be a restatement of the
reasons why we are in government and they are in
opposition. Not only are we in government and they
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in opposition, but we are in government in huge
numbers and they are in opposition in very tiny
numbers. The reason why they are in very tiny
numbers is that the people of Victoria not only
sacked them but demolished them in the October
1992 election.
Why did the people demolish them? One need only
go to the Independent Monthly of August 1992 and
read a paragraph or two from an article by Gideon
Haigh in which he said:
Looking at the big picture in Victoria is harrowing. Hide
your eyes from the $32 billion in State sector debt
which forces the Treasury to payout in interest to
creditors more than one-fifth of total revenue. Shudder
as you recognise why the government calls its response
a "debt-management" rather than a "debt-reduction"
strategy: budgeting $300 million for Public Service
redundancies meant Victoria made no impression on
its borrowings last financial year. Reel as a plan to shed
$400 million worth of property peters out at less than a
quarter of that figure.
And, as they say in Hollywood, look at that profile.
Debt profile of course. At the start of 1992 almost
three-quarters of the $13.4 billion in borrowings
managed by the Victorian Public Authority Finance
Agency matured in the next 10 years. And that was
before the 1991-92 deficit, forecast to balloon to
$2 billion. It is a feast for statistical sadomasochists.
The denouement is unfolding around Victorians,
especially the dozen in every 100 unemployed and half
of the State's teenager work force left idle by
recession - recession that erased 16 per cent of jobs in
the State's manufacturing industry in the two years to
June 1991. Hideously conspicuous to those out of work
are the 300 ()()() people now in the Public Service whose
jobs - preserved by an impregnable Trades Hall surged in the State's decade of Labor government.

That is the picture that confronted the Victorian
public last October when they had to make a
decision, and what kind of a decision did they
make? They made the only kind any public in this
State could have made: they tore this mob away
from the Treasury benches, this crowd, this
shambles that calls itself an opposition; they tore
them out of here at the very last moment of their
political life. They could not have gone any later to
election. They hung on till the last minute, creating
even greater chaos in the State as they did so, but the
voters tore them away from the nice comfortable
womb that they had built for themselves and
installed in their place a coalition government
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directly charged with remedying the shambles that
had been created by 10 years of the most appalling,
disgraceful, incompetent mismanagement that one
could ever have hoped to see.
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opposition backbenchers. They have about as much
faith in the Deputy Leader of the OppOSition as does
the government.
Mr Tanner - He is a QC!

What have we had since then? We have seen at
question time in this House nothing but a further
shambles, an opposition that continues with its
incompetence in opposition as it did in government.
The opposition cannot even manage a decent
performance in question time, and today was a
prime example. Honourable members saw a
stumbling, bumbling, fumbling Leader of the
Opposition who could not even get her question out
properly! Seated alongside her, sharpening his knife
ready to stick it between her shoulder blades when
her back is turned, was the silvertail from Ivanhoe
who masquerades as the honourable member for
Broadmeadows. He sits in his place with ambition
written all over his face waiting for the opportunity
to push out the Leader of the OppOSition so he can
take her job.
The Leader of the OppOSition has no credibility; she
has had it and may as well walk out now. The
government looks forward to the day when the
honourable member for Broadmeadows takes over
as Leader of the Opposition because he will be a
wonderful asset to the government. His ego far
outweighs his capacity to perform. He has an
enormous ego, but whenever he was put to the test
in difficult portfolios during the Labor Party's time
in office he failed. He mucked up the
Attorney-General's portfolio and the current
Attorney-General is having to remedy the shambles
he created.
Today the Minister for Public Transport gave a fine
resume of the honourable member for
Broadmeadow's achievements when he was the
Minister for Transport. He jammed the city with
trams; trams were everywhere but none of them was
going anywhere. The unions stopped the tram
system in this State. The leader of the tramways
union, Mr Lou Di Gregorio, said that he could not
negotiate with the then Minister for Transport
because he was arrogant. He described the then
Minister as "that arrogant man". What a perfect
description of the Deputy Leader of the OppOSition,
the man who now aspires to the lead role. He
believes he can lead the Labor Party back into power.
When the Deputy Leader of the Opposition is on his
feet doing his best to charm the pants off members
of the press gallery - that is all he is interested in
doing - one can see the looks on the faces of

Mr COOPER - I would be too if I were the
Attorney-General for 5 minutes. I could appoint
myself as a QC, which is what the Deputy Leader of
the Opposition did!
Victoria has had a decade of Labor government.
That decade finished in October 1992, and the
people of Victoria have not forgotten it. For avid
readers of Hansard I shall cite the wonderful
achievements of the Labor Party from 1982 to 1992.
During that time hospital waiting lists increased by
245.3 per cent; new dwelling approvals decreased
by 14.8 per cent; new vehicle registrations decreased
by 14.7 per cent; major crime per 100 000 persons
increased by 61.6 per cent; job vacancies decreased
by 31.6 per cent; the number of unemployed persons
increased by 146.4 per cent; the number of
unemployed women increased by 97.5 per cent;
youth unemployment increased by 114.3 per cent;
the number of Victorians receiving unemployment
benefits increased by 161.3 per cent; and net
migration from Victoria not surprisingly increased
by 137.5 per cent. One could go to live in Somalia
and get a better deal than one got in Victoria from
1982 to 1992!
With all its rhetoric about social justice, equal
opportunity and positive discrimination, the Labor
government ruined the State financially and socially
and the coalition now has the unenviable job of
putting things back together. Despite that, all one
hears from members of the opposition is carping
and criticism. That comes from the mob that stuffed
the State! There is no suggestion from members of
the opposition that we should "work together for
Victorians". Does anyone remember that motto? In
1982 John Cain said he would govern for all
Victorians. What has happened to that ideal? Where
are the Labor Party people who believe in doing
things for all Victorians? They are not here to say
that they understand the actions the coalition
government must take to correct the ineptitude,
incompetence and mismanagement of the former
Laborgovernment.
Members of the opposition simply tell the
government to spend more money. The honourable
member for Melbourne, who is at the table, said
exactly that during his contribution to this debate
last week. He said more money should be spent on
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social welfare services. The honourable member
may shake his head, but if he reads his speech he
will find that that is exactly what he advocated.
Members of the opposition have no regard for fiscal
sanity; they believe that if we keep spending we will
spend our way out of trouble. That is not only how
Victoria got into financial trouble but also how
Australia got into financial trouble. This country has
not been immune from the Labor disease; it has
affected every part of the country in one shape or
another.
There has been a Labor Party government in
Canberra since 1983 and following last Saturday's
Federal election there will be a Labor Party
government in Canberra for another three years.
Before members of the opposition start to crow too
much, I remind them of the political wheel that
keeps turning. They should not crow too loudly
because in three years they may regret it.
Members of the opposition should reflect on what
has happened since 1983 when the Labor Party was
elected to office in Australia. I shall refer to that
government's first Budget, which was brought
down by the so-called world's greatest Treasurerthe man who claims to be the Placido Domingo of
politics - the then Treasurer and current Prime
Minister.
When he brought down his Budget in 1983 the then
Treasurer said:
The Fraser government left Australia with a
horrendous overseas debt of $6 billion.

Mr Elder - What is it now?
Mr COOPER - I shall come to that in a moment.
In 1983 after the then Treasurer criticised the Fraser
government, foreign debt rose to $23 billion. The
following year he said in his Budget speech:
The government's policies are now on track.

Foreign debt hit $30 billion. In 1985 he said:
I've produced a new strategy for this coming year. It
will be very successful financially.

Foreign debt bounded up to $51 billion. In the 1986
Budget he said:
My plan for this year is a more robust economy.

Foreign debt reached $75 billion. In 1987 he said:
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Our economic strategy will continue to be no-frill.

It was a no-frills government. Overseas debt was a
lemon to the tune of $83 billion. In the 1988 Budget

speech the then Treasurer said:
Our foreign debt has begun to fall.

He must have lost his calculator because it increased
to $91 billion. That does not surprise me. In 1989 he
made the famous statement:
There will be no recession. Our economic structure is
improving.

That was the year Australia's foreign debt crashed
through the $100 billion barrier. In the 1990 Budget
the then Treasurer said:
This year our financial situation will markedly
improve, employment will pick up, there will be no
savage recession.

That year our foreign debt hit $124 billion. When
referring to the 1992 Budget he said:
My government will accelerate recovery from this
recession.

He had finally admitted there was a recession.
Foreign debt hit $146 billion, and as the Federal
government enters its next term in government,
having been re-elected last Saturday, foreign debt is
$168 billion.
We are trying to get the economy of this country into
some order and I suggest that those people in the
Labor Party who proclaim themselves to be national
leaders need to take a good look at themselves. They
should apologise to the people of this State for the
crisis they have created and for the million or more
people in this country who are unemployed and
have little hope of getting jobs. Every family in this
State either has within it or knows of someone who
is unemployed. That is the legacy of Labor
governments.
How dare opposition members come into this House
and criticise the government as it sets out in its first
five or six months in office on the path to recovery
from the ineptitude, mismanagement and
incompetence of the former Labor government!
They should be ashamed to make any speeches or
comments on economic matters. They have
abrogated their right to do so because of their 10
years of sheer incompetence in which they ignored
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all the advice given to them by people inside and
outside Parliament. They heaped derision on the
former opposition when it tried to warn them what
would happen.
After coming into this place in 1985 I sat on the
opposition benches and listened to the then
Treasurer, the former member for Doveton, talking
about modern money management. He believed he
was pretty good at managing the State's finances,
and he spent his spare time running trotters around.
It would have been better for the State if he had run
his trotters full time and left the finances of this State
to somebody who knew something about them.
Together with the permanent head of his
department, Or Peter Sheehan - the sorcerer and
his apprentice - he ran the finances of this State,
and they wrecked the place.
Prior to the 1988 election the then opposition
pointed out the serious structural deficiencies in the
finances of Victoria and derision was heaped upon it
by the then Treasurer. The then Premier, the
Honourable John Cain, tried to cover up what was
happening, and the Labor government went into the
1988 election with a definite cover-up plan. After it
was re-elected the lid came off the dustbin and all
the muck started to pour out. It proved that what
had been happening was exactly as the then
opposition had been saying.
The Labor government conned the people of
Victoria and cheated them out of the proper result in
the 1988 election. If the then government had told
the truth it would never have been re-elected in
1988. A coalition government would have been in
place and the process of recovery would have
started then. We would have had four more years of
recovery and four fewer years of a Labor
government making the situation worse.
The Labor Party was sacked from office in October
1992, and Victoria's economic situation is far worse
today than it should be because of the cheating that
went on in 1988. I am only sorry that the law in
Victoria does not allow us to bring to trial in some
way the guilty parties who no longer sit in this
House. They should pay for their grievous sins
against the people of Victoria.
Businesses have collapsed all over the place and
honourable members making their maiden speeches
have described what has happened. As one goes
through Victoria's commercial and industrial areas
one sees row after row of empty shops and factories.
The Labor government between 1982 and 1992 was
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responsible for that. For every business that has shut
down there is the tragedy of the people who have
lost their homes and their savings. They were trying
to run their businesses - giving it the big go, as the
honourable member for Essendon said in his maiden
speech - but they were sold out by the Labor
government. The people who worked for them have
been thrown on the unemployment scrap heap.
That is the legacy of Labor in this State. It is a legacy
that nobody should ever forget and it is the legacy
that will keep the incompetent shambles on the
opposition benches in depleted numbers for many
years to come. To return the Labor Party to the
government benches would simply be asking it to go
out and wreck the State all over again. The people of
Victoria should not forget. In the words of Gough
Whitlam, they should maintain their rage.
Mr LUPTON (Knox) - I support the eloquent
speech made by the honourable member for
Mornington. Twenty years ago some people in the
local community asked me to stand for the council
of the City of Knox because I had been outspoken on
a number of issues. Knox municipality has the
largest population in this State. Over that 20 years I
did my best to work with other councillors for the
benefit of the community of Knox and for local
government in general.
In about 1986 it was evident that Victoria was on the
fast road to bankruptcy. Our roads were falling
apart, Police Force numbers were being cut, new
members were not being recruited and police
stations were being closed. In the Knox municipality
three police stations were closed and one Taj Mahal
opened in their place. The municipality was
suffering and I spoke out about it.
In January 1991 I participated in the Save Australia
march, and after talking to farmers who had been
forced off their properties by the previous Labor
government I left the march and went straight off to
Liberal Party headquarters to jOin the party. As a
result of that decision, some people in the electorate
of Knox asked me to stand for preselection. I stood
for preselection and was elected the first Liberal
member for the seat of Knox. When I came to this
place the former government had been disgraced
because it had b~nkrupted Victoria and the State
had enormous debts; it had put a financial noose
around the neck of every man, woman and child.

The newly formed Liberal government had the task
of trying to get Victoria out of the mess. Every plan
that was suggested was ridiculed by the opposition.
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There was no cooperation from the opposition and
certainly no apology; it continued to attack the
government on everything but did not substantiate
any claim it made.
The government has had to raise money to try to
improve the education system, the transport system
and so on. Every time progress has been made the
government has been criticised by the opposition,
whether there was any truth in the criticism or not.
The opposition is in tatters and cannot come up with
viable propositions to try to get the State out of the
mess it is in.
The honourable member for Richmond went to great
lengths to say that the poll tax should have been
levied according to the person's ability to pay. The
former Federal member for La Trobe said the same
thing to me at the polling booth last Saturday. I
asked him, ''How do you find out how a person has
the ability to pay?" He said, "You go to the
government". That is a Federal matter and the
Federal government will not give the figures on how
much we earn. I asked the former member, ''How
does one determine a person's ability to pay?" He
did not have an answer. There is no teamwork
between the two parties. Everything the coalition
has attempted to do has been attacked, rejected,
refused and abused by the opposition.
If a book were published about the state of the
economy it would be a best seller. The more one

examines the mismanagement of the State by the
former government the more one sees how inept it
has been. The previous government riddled the State
with strikes. Of note are two strikes: the transport
strike, which saw trams queued up in the city, and
the nurses' strike. The nurses are now complaining
bitterly about every improvement the government
has attempted to undertake. The government has
attempted to overcome the financial constraints and
difficulties the State is in but has had no help from
the opposition. Victorians have elected a coalition to
work towards getting the State out of the mess it is
in, but all the coalition gets from the opposition is
criticism.
Previous speakers have spoken at length on a
number of topics covering a broad range of matters.
Since the election last Saturday everybody has
spoken about the past, not about the future. I do not
care what happened in the past. The government is
determined to try to get the State out of the financial
mess it is in. The coalition is working towards that
goal but the opposition continues to attack in an
attempt to divide the community. The opposition
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and the union movement have been disgraceful in
the way they have spread lies and indulged in scare
tactics. That was borne out in last Saturday's election
when various union members stood outside polling
booths or went into various factories threatening
people that if they voted Liberal they would not
have jobs on Monday. Such tactics are not part of the
Australian way of life; they are not part of my way
of life and I do not believe that is what the people of
Victoria want.
Victorians have given the coalition a mandate to
turn round the economy and generate employment
to get Victoria out of its financial mess. Bayswater in
my electorate has a large manufacturing component,
but when one drives around one finds the factories
are empty, for sale or for lease. Many of those
businesses will never start up again. I have written
letters to businesses that were there last week but
have since closed up shop. One can walk around the
shopping centres - Mr Roper interjected.
Mr LUPTON - The honourable member for
Coburg says, "Since October". Two years ago my
electorate had one of the highest levels of
employment in the State, but it now has one of the
highest levels of unemployment, caused by the
policies of the former Labor government in Victoria
and the Federal government. They have ripped the
guts out of this country and out of the working
man's life. The honourable member for Coburg has
the cheek to say, "Since October". October is only the
watershed. Since that time local business people
have been increasing their business slowly and are
employing people. There are 1.5 million people on
the dole. Official figures show about 1.2 million on
the dole, but I believe the actual figure is much
higher. The unemployed are living from hand to
mouth and the Federal government and the former
State government did nothing to alleviate their
problems.
Mr Baker interjected.
Mr LUPTON - I did not think the honourable
member for Sunshine was listening. I am concerned
at the negative attitude taken by the opposition since
the October election. If the government said that
today was Tuesday the opposition would say it was
Thursday. The opposition has been destructive in
everything it has done.
The honourable member for MOmington summed
up the opposition very well, calling its members a
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disorganised rabble. That is the only way to describe
them, especially when all they can do is flap their
jaws in desperate but unsuccessful attempts to make
sense.
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The coalition government is creating a stable
economic environment for the people of Victoria. It
is doing its best to create employment and to cut the
financial noose around the neck of every man,
woman and child in this State.

Mr Cooper interjected.
An honourable member interjected.
Mr LUPTON - On 3 October last year the
coalition was elected to solve the State's financial
problems, reform the industrial relations system and
get people back to work. Despite the government's
best efforts, all the opposition can do is harp and be
negative. Not one member of the opposition has had
the decency to apologise to the people of Victoria.
Not one of them has the decency to say that the
Labor government mucked it up.

Mr LUPTON - A member of the opposition
says, "Sack them". On 3 October the people of
Victoria sacked the Labor government. The
government has 61 seats to the opposition's 27, the
largest majority ever enjoyed by a government in the
State's history. The people sitting on the opposition
benches are nothing but the remnants of the
Cain-Kirner years of decay. They almost caused the
State's financial death!

It will take a long time to fix up the mess left - -

Mr Wells interjected.
Mr LUPTON - As the honourable member for
Wantirna says by interjection, the Labor Party was in
government for 10 years.
Mr Cooper interjected.
The SPEAKER - Order! The honourable
member for Mornington is out of order and out of
his place.
Mr LUPTON - Despite the government having
been in power for only five short months, members
of the opposition criticise its failure to solve the
State's financial problems and get rid of the debt
caused by a decade of Labor mismanagement!

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr LUPTON - Members of the opposition are
like empty 44-gallon drums - the more you hit
them, the more noise they make! Members of the
opposition do not have any answers, despite the
noise they are making - and even if we gave them
until doomsday they would still not come up with
any.
The government is doing its best to overcome
10 years of Labor mismanagement. The government
has made some unpopular decisions, but it will not
kowtow to the trade union movement, which the
previous government was always eager to do. Some
opposition members are still urging the government
to bow to the wishes of the trade unions. Whenever
the union movement tells them to jump, they simply
ask, ''How high?"

Only now are small businesses beginning to recover;
only now is confidence returning. If members of the
opposition took the time to talk to small business
people they would learn that things are starting to
pick up. The only people complaining about the
government's measures are the trade unions and
special interest groups. Victorian families know that
the State is on the up. Victorians are no longer down
in the mouth; they are beginning to lift their heads
and are looking forward to the future with
confidence.
Before 3 October last year one had only to visit
shopping centres to see the despair in the eyes of the
people. The government is restoring pride by
providing jobs - -

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr LUPTON - Members of the opposition are
devoid of substance and devoid of intelligence. The
honourable member for Morwell, for instance, was
lucky to find his way here! Again I make the analogy
of the opposition being like an empty 44-gallon
drum: the more you hit it around the head, the more
noise it makes. Mr Mayor, I am sure that the longer I
talk the more noise the opposition will make.
The SPEAKER - Order! I have consulted the
Standing Orders. Should the honourable member for
Knox continue to refer to me as Mc Mayor I will take
action against him!
Mr LUPTON - I am sorry, Mr Speaker. I have
been used to addreSSing various mayors for
20 years. At least I have not called you ''Madam
Speaker".
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The SPEAKER - Order! The honourable
member is now compounding the felony!
Mr LUPTON - I speak on behalf of the
61 members of the government when I say the
government is doing its best to overcome the
disasters left to it by a once strong Australian Labor
Party.
Ms Marple interjected.
Mr LUPTON - The honourable member for
Altona comments on the strength of the ALP's
showing on Saturday. I remind her that the State
Labor Party was not up for election last Saturday.
How can you get any sense from the opposition,
Mr Speaker, when its members do not know
whether they are up for re-election or not! It is
obvious that on 3 October last year members of the
Labor Party lost more than their majority - they
lost their brains as well. All they can do is rely on
unintelligent interjections in an attempt to muck
things up.
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Perhaps we will end up with the silvertail from
Broadmeadows.
Mr Baker interjected.
Mr LUPTON - Again the shadow Treasurer
interjects. He is one of the leadership contenders although I know where I will be putting my money.
The solving of the problems facing Victoria requires
a team effort. That means the Labor Party and the
coalition will have to work together to drag the State
out of the mess it is in. I hope both parties will
cooperate to create employment and to restore to
Victoria its reputation as a strong manufacturing
State. Only then will Victoria regain its rightful
status as the jewel in the crown of the
Commonwealth. The only way to do that is to work
as a team, like the mighty Tigers who will win the
game next Friday night.
The SPEAKER - Order! The time appointed by
Sessional Orders for the interruption of the business
of the Hou')e has now arrived.

An honourable member interjected.
Debate interrupted.
Mr LUPTON - Again I can hear a noise coming
from the empty 44-gallon drum.
Mr Tanner - Did any of them talk about the
State Bank?

ADJOURNMENT
The SPEAKER - Order! The question is:
That the House do now adjourn.

Mr LUPTON - No, they did not. I do not like to
continually highlight the disasters of State Bank
Victoria and the Victorian Economic and
Development Corporation, which showed the
ineptitude of those few members who now sit on the
opposition benches. Even though it will take a long
time, the government will drag the State out of the
financial mess it is in.
In the five months that I have been a member of this

place I have not heard one member of the opposition
make a Significant contribution. All members of the
opposition have done is muck around and be
negative; their arguments have no substance. What
hurts me the most is that not one of them has had
the good grace to apologise for the burden the ALP
has foisted on the people of Victoria. All they can do
is make irrelevant noises.
Mr Tanner - The Leader of the Opposition was
relevant this morning!
Mr LUPTON - I do not know where she is.
Perhaps the leadership has changed already.

South-Eastern Corridor Education Task
Force
Mr PANDAZOPOULOS (Dandenong) - A few
weeks ago the Minister for Education announced the
establishment of the South-Eastern Corridor
Education Task Force. The rhetoric in that
announcement was interesting, particularly when
the honourable members for Knox and Mornington
have been talking about the government and the
opposition working together.
It seems the government has been forced to close the
Joseph Banks Secondary College in the Doveton area
and defer the establishment of secondary colleges at
Endeavour Hills, Cranbourne and Pakenham.

The task force will comprise four liberal members
of Parliament and, as a token gesture, the
Honourable Bob Ives. Why, in this new-found
cooperation, am I not included on that task force,
because the schools that need funding in the growth
corridor are located in my electorate? The task force
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is meant to be a non-political school strategy.
Courtenay Avenue Primary School in Cranbourne
North and Brentwood Park Primary School in Narre
Warren in my electorate are other schools to be
considered by the task force.

According to the newspaper article the service is
claiming that the Kennett government has asked it to
cut its budget by 1.5 per cent by June and said that
last year the Metropolitan Ambulance Service ran
$4.5 million over budget.

Why is a committee being set up when the strategy
of the Department of Education is based on
consultation with local councils - consultation
which has been occurring for a number of years now
and which has worked well in the last decade in
providing new schools in all growth corridors of
Melbourne?

In my investigation of the service I found gross
incompetence. I am concerned that its accounts and
a range of other matters have not been attended to
properly. I am not suggesting actual corruption, but
it certainly appears that some of the activities of the
service need further investigation. What has been
said in the newspaper article is totally unacceptable.

The government has an opportunity to work in a
non-political way with the school community to
determine which schools have the greatest needs.
Not including all local members of Parliament on
the task force and simply seeking to score political
points, thus rubber-stamping political favours, adds
no credibility to the Parliamentary process. My
community looks forward to seeing how the task
force will operate. I am sure there will be much
debate on the outcome.

Subscribers to the Metropolitan Ambulance Service
pay large sums of money to secure that service and
to provide for their needs and those of the
community. I ask that the Minister for Health take
immediate action and investigate what is occurring
in the service.

Metropolitan Ambulance Service
Mr LEIGH (Mordialloc) - I draw to the attention
of the Minister for Health concerns expressed in an
article in the Moorabbin Standard. I provided the
Minister for Health with a copy of the newspaper
article because it concerned the provision of
ambulance services in Melbourne.
The Minister for Health will remember that prior to
the coalition's winning government I raised the issue
of the Metropolitan Ambulance Service. Indeed, the
information I provided to Parliament resulted in a
coroner's inquest into the death of some people. The
former Attorney-General took up that matter with
the coroner and the investigation was conducted.
I am concerned about the ongoing chaos in the
ambulance service. Earlier this week I asked for the
board to resign or be sacked. I hope the Minister for
Health sacks the board because it contains
incompetent individuals. The article in the local
paper headed 'Wait 'may be fatal'" said that
ambulances were being transferred from
Cheltenham to Heidelberg to operate a taxi service. I
have no difficulty with a patient with a serious
problem needing to use an ambulance as a taxi, but
it would be cheaper for Victorians if we provided a
taxi for that person.

State deficit levy
Or cOGHILL (Werribee) - I ask the Treasurer to
take action to relieve the extremely unfair and harsh
impact of the State deficit levy. I have received a
large number of letters from constituents illustrating
the government's harsh impOSition of this levy on
Victorians. The thing people find hardest to
understand is that any democratic system can create
such an unfair and inequitable imposition on
ordinary workingmen and women.
Mr LEIGH (Mordialloc) -On a point of order,
Mr Speaker, it appears that the honourable member
for Werribee is calling for a change to the legislation.
If that is the case, his comments are out of order.
The SPEAKER - Order! There is no point of

order.
Or COG HILL (Werribee) - Pensioners, people
who are trying to bring up their families and those
on social security benefits have told me that they are
finding the $50 instalment, let alone the $100,
difficult to meet. They cannot pay that money at
such short notice. They have tried to collect $50 in
the space of one or two pension payments, because
that is all the notice local municipalities have been
able to give. People have told me that it is a matter
of either buying their medication or paying the levy.
The City of Werribee has no choice in collecting the
levy now and, therefore, those people will have to
forgo their medicine and pay that harsh levy.
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The government could address the problem in many
ways. I ask that it think about the effects of its
policies and the way it has restructured the tax base
to fall most harshly on those least able to pay. I ask
tha t the government take some action to lessen the
impact of its legislation on those who have little
capacity to pay.
I have received letters from people like Anita La
Mude, Eleonora Symmonds and Ms Ellis Hall. Ms
Hall says:
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I make the point that this is the first of many
requests for funds to be made to Melbourne Water. I
ask the Minister to support the residents in their
attempts to have Melbourne Water allocate funding
for the widening of the culvert. There is a need to
ensure that in the future the creek environment is
made as safe as possible for residents whose
properties abut it and who may happen to use the
creek area either for the bicycle path or for other
recreational purposes.

St Kilda Day Hospital
It may not seem a lot of money, $100, to a lot of people

but I have a house which I have fought hard to keep for
my children and this has high repayments to be made.
When unexpected bills come in that I have not allowed
for it throws my budget out totally.

The SPEAKER - Order! The honourable
member's time has expired.

Ruffey creek, Templestowe
Mr PERRIN (Bulleen) - I refer the Minister for
Natural Resources to Ruffey Creek in Templestowe,
which in the past 15 months has flooded on eight
occasions. The creek is virtually an open drain into
the Yarra River, and when heavy rain falls the creek
floods and the culvert at St Georges Avenue serves
as a dam, particularly when debris comes down the
flooded creek and clogs up the culvert.
A number of residents of the area have asked that
the culvert be widened so that further flooding does
not occur. The residents have taken videos of the
flooding as recently as last month. On that occasion
a dog was caught in the creek; children were trying
to get it out and residents were extremely concerned
that the children may enter the flooded creek and be
drowned.
A report prepared for Melbourne Water by
N. M. Craigie and Associates recommends that a
retarding basin be built further along the creek. The
residents believe the widening of the culvert would
be appropriate as a short-term measure. I have
written to the chairman of Melbourne Water asking
for the culvert to be widened. That is the first of
many requests that will be made to Melbourne
Water as the result of a lot of flooding in the City of
Doncaster and Templestowe. The city plans to build
a bike path along the creek. Residents are concerned
that during a flash flood cycliSts could be swept off
the path and drowned.

Mr THW AITES (Albert Park) - I raise for the
attention of the Minister for Health concern about
the closure of the St Kilda Day Hospital. A number
of St Kilda residents, particularly older residents,
have contacted me about the closure of the hospital.
The hospital had apprOximately 130 registered
patients and treated approximately 500 patients each
year. The patients suffered principally from strokes
and fractures and attended the hospital for
physiotherapy and other services. Those people are
now not receiving maintenance therapy that they
require.
Many of the hospital's former patients are losing
their mobility and independence and, as a result,
will go into institutions at a far higher cost to the
community than the cost of treating them as
outpatients at the day hospital.
One woman aged in her 60s who had suffered a
stroke was receiving physiotherapy at the day
hospital. Since the hospital closed she has been
unable to obtain physiotherapy services. She is now
fed up. Unable to live at home, she will move to a
nursing home at greater cost to the community.
A number of other people have indicated that,
having lost their mobility, they feel unsafe at home
and could end up breaking bones because they do
not have the physiotherapy services they require.
I understand the Minister for Health wrote to a
number of people who are concerned about this
issue and advised that services would be available at
the Caulfield hospital. Unfortunately probably only
half of the 150 people who were receiving services at
the St Kilda Day Hospital have been able to obtain
services through other providers. ApprOximately 70
senior citizens are now unable to obtain
physiotherapy and other therapy services that they
formerly received from the hospital.
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The cut in funding to the St Kilda Day Hospital
followed severe cuts in funding to the Alfred
Hospital. I ask the Minister to ensure that no further
cuts-The SPEAKER - Order! The honourable
member's time has expired.

Softwood

sawmillin~

in south-west

Tuesday, 16 March 1993

Metropolitan area improvement plan
Mr MILDENHALL (Footscray) - I refer the
Minister for Planning to the future of the
metropolitan area improvement plan. As
honourable members may be aware, the plan
involved a program of small grants to support
environmental improvements via community
initiatives.

Victona
Dr NAPTHINE (Portland) - I raise a matter for
the attention of the Minister for Natural Resources
concerning arrangements made between the
Department of Conservation and Natural Resources
and a company called SEAS Sapfor Ltd in
south-west Victoria. In 1988 the then government
called for expressions of interest in the large volume
of softwood in south-west Victoria near the towns of
Nelson and Rennick. Later that year the government
announced that SEAS Sapfor had been successful.
Almost five years later the arrangement has not
resulted in a legislated agreement or legal contract.
It is clear that between 1988 and 1992 the Labor

government failed to deliver and did not convert the
arrangement into a legislated agreement. It is my
understanding that as part of the deal SEAS Sapfor
agreed to process the timber in Victoria and develop
a world-class sawmill for that purpose.
In December 1990 SEAS Sapfor announced that it
would build a $30 million world-class sawmill at
Casterton. However, late last year the company
announced to the surprise and disgust of the
Casterton community that it would not proceed
with the sawmill.
Given the long history of the situation, on behalf of
the people of south-west Victoria and the people of
Victoria generally I seek an assurance from the
Minister that under the new government the
negotiations will be brought to fruition. Five years
has been too long and the issue needs to be resolved
quickly.
I also seek an assurance that as part of the resolution
of this issue the timber, which is a Victorian
resource, planted and owned by Victorians, will be
processed in Victoria to provide jobs for Victorians
and for that purpose a legislated arrangement or
other legal agreement will be concluded with SEAS
Sap for.

In the western region the program began in the early
1980s, following an extensive community
consultation exercise which examined ways of
involving the local community in improving the
region. It was a relatively modest program with
funding of approximately $1.1 million across the
metropolitan area. It was of particular interest to me
as 13 grants were earmarked for the Footscray
electorate in the 1992-93 financial year.
Community unrest has been caused by the recent
revelation that the total program was axed in the
November mini-Budget.
In response to pUblicity in the local area, the
Minister for Planning responded by belittling the
program and alleging that it was a cynical ALP
vote-buying exercise. Less than three months ago, in
an attempt to revive the program, the Minister
sought the Treasurer's concurrence in proceeding
and described the area improvement program as a
series of projects that would contribute to meeting
the government's priorities of job creation, training,
small business and tourism development, and
self-sufficiency.
The Minister said the benefits of these modest grants
are substantial. Counting the contributions promised
by the applicants and other agencies of $1.18 million
and taking account of the multiplier effect, the
program will contribute $4.9 million to the Victorian
economy. Intangible benefits of goodwill, confidence
and cooperation should also be noted.
In light of those comments by the Minister I ask him
to review his priorities with a view to restoring this
value-for-money program.

Rural assistance
Mr BILDSTIEN (Mildura) - I ask the Minister
for Agriculture to advise what action he and the
government have taken to assist farmers who have
suffered serious losses as a result of the prolonged
unseasonable weather Victoria has experienced. The
Minister would be aware that Victoria has suffered
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one of the wettest periods on record and that the
grain and horticultural industries in the north-west
of the State have suffered serious losses.
In December last year Mildura had received seven
times its average annual rainfall and in January four
times its average annual rainfall. The Minister
would be aware that lost farming production is
valued at approximately $100 million. The rural
adjustment scheme provides for financial assistance
to be given in emergency circumstances to farmers
and horticulturists. The Minister has consulted with
farmers and fruit and vegetable growers, as well as
the Rural Finance Corporation, and I ask him to
advise the House what action he will take to assist
those who have suffered as a result of this
unseasonable weather.

Relocation allowances
Mr THOMSON (Pascoe Vale) - I refer the
Minister for Natural Resources to my
correspondence to him of 4 December concerning
Mr Das Angelakos, an employee of Melbourne
Water, and the taxation treatment of the relocation
expenses paid to him.
The Minister replied to my letter on 11 January
saying, among other things, that Melbourne Water
had undertaken to speak directly with
Mr Angelakos and referred to an urgent
investigation being under way. Mr Angelakos
advises me that he has not heard from Melbourne
Water and that no further developments have
occurred in relation to this matter. I ask the Minister
to advise me why Melbourne Water has not spoken
to Mr Angelakos and whether he can take further
steps.
The background is that Mr Angelakos and a number
of other employees of Melbourne Water were
relocated from the city to Mill Park in 1990 and were
paid a relocation allowance. They were advised at
that time by Melbourne Water, by circular dated
10 May 1990, that the relocation expense would be
taxed at source and that the taxpayer should claim
the expense when submitting the return. The
employees did that when submitting their taxation
returns in 1990-91. Unfortunately that advice was
either incorrect or highly misleading. The Australian
Taxation Office does not regard those allowances as
tax deductible and treats them as travel allowances.
Following the advice from Melbourne Water,
Mr Angelakos was not only required to pay tax but
was fined and subjected to a penalty of 45 per cent. I
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have had negotiations with the Australian Taxation
Office and made some progress with the penalty
issue, but Melbourne Water should get its act
together as to the tax treatment of relocation
allowances.

Literacy standards in schools
Mr E. R. SMITH (Glen Waverley) - I raise for
the attention of the Minister for Education the
standard of literacy in schools. Recently the Federal
government released a report outlining the
appalling standard of literacy in schools. It was a
startling investigation and the report found that 10
to 20 per cent of children entering secondary school
were having significant literacy problems. The
members of the House of Representatives committee
were predominantly members of the Australian
Labor Party, so 1 am sure teachers and teacher
unions would have been appalled at the report.
Will the Minister advise whether the Department of
Education has received the report and explain the
action he will take? Surely one of the first things to
do is assess teaching standards. The report states
that in many cases young teachers have not reached
the standards required of them. Teacher unions
claim they are beyond assessment because teachers
are professional officers, but if that is so why is it
that 10 to 20 per cent of children entering secondary
school have reading difficulties?
I hope the Minister will also refer to the testing of
children in the school system, because that would
have the double effect of identifying the problems
and the remedial action that could be taken. It
would not be an attack on some teachers but a way
of informing the community that the education
system is addressing this serious problem.
The report also states that 700 000 Australians are so
illiterate that they cannot use the telephone directory.

School closures
Mr SANDON (Carrum) - I refer the Minister for
Education to school closures. On two occasions last
week I asked the Minister to enunciate his policy on
school closures. He failed to do so, and I again ask
him what his policy is.
The Minister is aware that staff of the Department of
Education, particularly in rural Victoria, have said
that single-staffed schools will be dosed. Does the
Minister intend to close more schools or to
reorganise more schools? It is an issue of great
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concern to all members of the Victorian community,
and if the Minister does have a policy he should
enunciate it; and he should have a policy.

Responses
Mr HA YWARD (Minister for Education) - The
honourable member for Dandenong referred to a
committee that had been established to chart a
course for the future of education in the
south-eastern corridor. The committee has been
asked to look ahead and come up with some
innovative ideas for students in that area so that
their interests can best be served into the
21st century. It is not a political committee but one
with members engaged in planning a path for this
growth corridor. Education is part of the broad base
of the committee. Government and opposition
members of the Upper and Lower Houses of
Parliament in that growth corridor are members of
the committee.
The honourable member's electorate of Dandenong
does not fall within the corridor but I am pleased to
hear that he is interested in it and I am sure that the
committee will be interested in any submission he
wishes to make to the committee on any particular
matters in which he is interested. I am sure the
committee would be delighted to have him attend a
meeting to discuss those matters.
The honourable member for Glen Waverley raised a
fundamental issue about the standards of literacy.
He made particular reference to a report by a
Commonwealth Parliamentary committee of which
the Director of School Education is aware and has
been studying. It is true that in recent years there has
been a lack of attention to these education issues. To
a large degree most of the effort has been focused on
years 11 and 12 - the Victorian certificate of
education years - and primary schools have
received inadequate attention and resources.
It is important that we redress that balance because

it is at primary schools that the basic skills of literacy
and numeracy are established. The honourable
member pointed out that sadly it is often not until
students are in secondary schools that low levels of
literacy are identified. It is critical that primary
schools have proper methods for assessing literacy
and numeracy and for diagnostic opportunities to be
available so that any problems students might have
with literacy and numeracy can be dealt with at an
early stage. The government intends to establish a
board of study that will focus on literacy and
numeracy in primary schools.
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The honourable member also referred to teacher
education. Unfortunately many young teachers do
not have experience and practical skills in assessing
literacy levels. That is being addressed; I have
spoken to universities about it.
The honourable member for Carrum referred to
school closures. He has been doing a disservice to
schools and education generally by peddling a list of
alleged school closures. No such list exists. In fact a
teacher union official admitted that he made up the
list. The government's policy is that the needs of
students must be addressed. That is the only
criterion that should be used in schools. The test that
should be applied is: what will enhance students'
opportunities to gain access to the highest quality
education? Unfortunately because of the weak
approach taken by the former government we have
been left with a system that is in decline. The
educational opportunities and curriculum choices
available to schools are not in the best interests of
students.
The criterion is simple: are the interests of students
being best met under the circumstances or should
some other arrangement be considered? If another
arrangement is to be considered that will be the
basis of consultation with local school communities.
If the party opposite had not done such a terrible job
with education it would not have been necessary for
the government to close schools. There was a
$40 million black hole, which was admitted by the
former government. If in the interests of students a
different arrangement is desirable, that will be
discussed with schools.
Mrs TEHAN (Minister for Health) - The
honourable member for Mordialloc raised the
problems encountered in the Metropolitan
Ambulance Service. Unfortunately it is one of a
number of complaints I have received over the past
five months regarding the delivery of services by the
service. The complaints relate to the extent of the
service and its quality and response time. The
honourable member also said it overspent its budget
by approximately $4.5 million during the past
financial year. It also became apparent on
31 December that the estimated expenditure for the
first half of 1993 would be more than $6 million.
Despite the work that the department has done and
the increased funding in real terms over the past five
years, productivity has declined. An increase in
expenditure of 5.5 per cent per annum has not met
with productivity increases. Productivity has been
declining at the rate of 11 per cent. The Metropolitan
Ambulance Service has serious problems.
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Some time ago the honourable member for
Mordialloc raised in this place a matter arising from
a number of incidents that was subsequently
referred to the coroner for inquiry. Although there
was no direct correlation between the ambulance
service and the deaths inquired into by the coroner,
the coroner remarked that there was a serious lack of
communication between the ambulance service and
the officers of the service.
In the past five months I have had a number of
opportunities of meeting with offi~ers of the
ambulance service, including a special half day
when I went out with one of the ambulance services.
I was extremely impressed by the commitment of
the officers to their work, by their sensitivity and by
their skills.
The matters raised are so serious that the
Metropolitan Ambulance Service has been asked to
show cause as to why an administrator should not
be appointed. That request is under consideration
and it would be inappropriate for me to make any
further comments. Over the next 14 days the
opportunity will be taken by the Metropolitan
Ambulance Service to indicate how it can address
some of the matters raised tonight as well as other
matters that have been raised. A decision will be
made at the end of the 14-day period. I will keep the
House appraised of the matter.
The honourable member for Albert Park raised with
me the St Kilda Day Hospital. I am familiar with the
issues because the matter has been raised with me
by the honourable member for Caulfield on a
number of occasions. He has written to me and has
been in close liaison with me.
Some 130 patients were registered at the St Kilda
Day Hospital, and the average attendance was 24
people a day. The program was costing $280 000 a
year, which is a substantial amount of money for
130 registered patients. The funding was being made
available through the Alfred Hospital. That was an
anomaly because day hospitals are usually funded
through the State-funded community health
program. It was appropriate for the hospital to say it
could no longer fund the service because it was not
appropriate funding within the hospital group. A
need exists, however, to consider the matters raised
by the honourable member for Albert Park tonight
and which have been raised regularly over the past
few weeks by the honourable member for Caulfield.
Of the hospital's 130 registered patients, some 8 or
10 are not receiving the continuing therapy they
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were receiving through the St Kilda Day Hospital
and arrangements have not yet been made for them.
Most of the other people have been placed with
other agencies or have had other services provided
for them. I should be happy to consider the cases of
the 8 or 10 patients to determine whether other
services may be built around their needs. I will
continue to liaise with the honourable member for
Caulfield to ensure that those people receive the
services they need.
Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer) - The honourable
member for Werribee engaged in 3 minutes of pious
posturing about the State deficit levy.
Mr Thomson - You would be an expert on that!
Mr STOCKDALE - The expertise resides with
the honourable member for Werribee! He seems to
have discovered a new sense of loss and grieving
over the plight of the poor and disadvantaged in our
community. Honourable members will recall that he
sat mute for many years while the government of
which he was a member inflicted a series of
catastrophic losses on the people of Victoria and ran
this State's finances into the ground.
Dr COG HILL (Werribee) -On a point of order,
Mr Speaker, I raise with you the relevance of the
comments being made by the Treasurer. The matter
I raised for his attention related to the effects of the
State deficit levy on individuals. It in no way went to
the policy basis of the imposition of this particular
revenue measure; it went simply to the effects on
particular categories of people.
The SPEAKER - Order! The honourable
member for Werribee will no doubt support me
when I say that it is most unusual for an honourable
member to raise a point of order during the
adjournment debate. Nevertheless, the question of
relevance does apply. At this stage I believe the
Treasurer is in the early part of his answer. He is
well aware of the matter of relevance. Should he
stray from being relevant, the Chair will pull him up.
Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer) - The honourable
member for Werribee sat mute while his
government inflicted hundreds of millions of dollars
worth of losses on the people of Victoria! He sat
mute while his government destroyed State Bank
Victoria and watched while the State lost revenue
from that important asset! He sat mute while his
constituents and all taxpayers were put to the
expense of paying for the collapse of the Pyramid
Building Society through the financial
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mismanagement of his government! Most
particularly he sat mute while a string of Labor
Treasurers ran this State's finances into the ground
through irresponsible and incompetent Budget
management!
The State deficit levy should never have been
necessary; the government should not have
inherited a multimillion dollar current account
deficit. As the richest State in Australia, when it was
happy to flourish under a succession of Liberal
governments, Victoria should never have had
inflicted on it the damage caused by the
incompetence, the irresponsibility and the refusal of
the Labor government to face up to the
consequences of its actions. That is why the State
deficit levy exists. It is colloquially known as the
Cain-Kirner tax for the very reason that it is the
result of the incompetence of the former government.

Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER - Order! It has been a long day
and I am getting close to the stage where I am fed
up. The next interjection of any consequence will
result in my naming that person.

Mr STOCKDALE - The constituents going to
see the honourable member for Werribee are placing
their complaints well because they are going to one
of the architects of the State deficit levy. They are
expressing their complaints to one of the people who
should have made sure there was never any need for
a State deficit levy.
The government is committed to removing the State
deficit levy as quickly as possible. The government
is driving a reform agenda that will deliver the
target in the term of the present government. When
that is achieved and it is possible to remove the State
deficit levy and still leave the Budget in surplus, the
government will have corrected the failure of the
former Labor government and will be able to
commence the positive rebuilding of this State.
It is simply not accurate to say, as the honourable
member for Werribee suggested, that the burden
falls on everybody in the community. To start with,
the State deficit levy is payable only by those who
own property. As the honourable member is aware,
legislation on the statute book precludes the State
deficit levy from being passed on to residential
tenants. In the case of commercial tenancies it is a
matter of arrangement between the tenant and
landlord, and the government does not seek to
interfere with that.

Tuesday, 16 March 1993

The honourable member for Werribee specifically
mentioned pensioners. They are eligible to two
forms of concession. In the first instance, pensioners
who qualify for rebates on their rates receive
reductions in the State deficit levy exactly
proportionate to the proportion of their rates that is
rebated. Secondly, cases of hardship can be
considered. The honourable member for Werribee
complained about the shortness of notice. That and
the provision of hardship relief are matters for the
Werribee City Council. If the council takes the view
that a ratepayer faces particular hardship, the
council has the right - councils have long had the
right under the Local Government Act - to waive
the rates or a proportion of them and to waive the
appropriate proportion of the State deficit levy.
It ill behoves the honourable member to complain
about the fact that councils are content to impose
their rates on pensioners, in most cases a
substantially higher burden than the State deficit
levy. Yet he seeks a waiver of the State deficit levy.
Pensioners do not share in the burden in the same
way as other members of the community. That is a
quite deliberate recognition of the force of the point
that underlies what he was saying in that part of his
address, namely, that many pensioners do not have
the same capacity to pay as other members of the
community.
As explained at the time, apart from those
concessions there are two motives in the structure of
the tax. The first motive is to share the burden as
eqUitably as possible across the community and to
keep the burden as low as possible for all members
of the community, even for the rest of ratepayers
who own properties. The broad base of the levy has
enabled the government to keep the levy down to a
relatively modest sum of $2 a week in round terms.
Nobody likes paying taxes, and for many people
paying this levy causes some hardship. For most
households I believe it is a modest burden, but the
cause of the burden is the failure of the Labor
government. So the levy is deliberately broad in its
base in order to minimise the amount of the levy.
Were the base to be substantially narrowed, the levy
would have to be increased.
The second motive is that were the levy not to be a
flat charge, it would fall disproportionately on
business. As the honourable member well knows,
where the burden of taxation falls on business, it is
the poorest and weakest members of the
community, the most disadvantaged, who pay most.
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They pay with their jobs, and they pay first, hardest
and longest.
So the government makes no apology for keeping
the levy base broad, for keeping it to a minimal
amount and for imposing it in a way ill which will
provide maximum protection, through business, for
jobs. The principal beneficiaries are those who are
the least skilled, the weakest in our community, who
would be the first to lose their jobs and the longest
unemployed if this government fell for the delusion
that marked the Labor years: where business pays,
nobody pays.
There are 260 000 witnesses in Victoria to the fact
that the failure of the Labor years has cost them their
jobs because people are not prepared to invest in the
highly taxed State that the Victorian Labor Party
created over 10 years of failure. This government is
setting about repairing that damage. It makes no
apology for tackling the problems we inherited from
the government and doing so on a basis which
shares the cost quite equitably across the community
and by that means keeps it to a relatively modest
impost.
Mr COLEMAN (Minister for Natural
Resources) - The honourable member for Pascoe
Vale raised the matter of a negotiation over
relocation allowances occasioned by Mr Das
Angelakos. As the honourable member indicated,
there has been some correspondence between him
and me and Melbourne Water. Given that an
undertaking was provided in correspondence to him
but has not yet been carried out, I will take up the
matter with Melbourne Water to ensure that the
consultation referred to in the correspondence
actually occurs.
Some conflicting tax advice is involved in this issue.
As indicated by the honourable member's earlier
correspondence, he recognises the dilemma that
may well have been caused. It is my intention to
rectify the matter in favour of Mr Angelakos.
The honourable member for Bulleen raised an issue
in relation to Ruffey Creek in Doncaster.1t was said
that on eight occasions in recent times the creek has
flooded. The honourable member has been involved
in a number of discussions with Melbourne Water,
particularly over flood issues relating to George
Street, Doncaster. This is yet another area of concern
to him.
Earlier work shows that the Doncaster area has been
subject to heavy rainfall and storm occurrences. If
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the resolution of the issue would be to have the St
Georges Road culvert enlarged, that may well be
what is required. If it is indicated by work
undertaken by Melbourne Water that a retarding
basin can provide better security for people in the St
Georges Road culvert area, that may well be the
better outcome. The best resolution might be for
Melbourne Water engineers to meet with the
honourable member and the affected community on
site to try to establish what might be the best way to
resolve the issue in the shortest possible time.
The honourable member for Portland referred to
SEAS Sapfor and its negotiations for some
considerable time over an agreement for the supply
of softwood from the south-west pine plantation.
The organisation was committed at one point in time
to proceed with a mill at Casterton. As I recall it, the
local municipality purchased a site to entice the
company to establish at that location.
Since 1988 there have been negotiations with the
company over a quantity of about 180 000 cubic
metres of softwood annually. In recent times the
proposal has been that the mill shift from Casterton
to Portland and thereby gain access to the Portland
facilities. It is the government's intention to try to
introduce this session a softwoods agreement to
secure the supply of this material for SEAS Sapfor.
The point made by the honourable member for
Portland is critical- that is, based on the previous
performance of the company it needs to assure the
government that it intends to process material in
Victoria. On that basis it is important that prior to
the agreement being finalised and presented in the
House I meet with the company representatives to
ensure that the hopes - the hopes of the honourable
member for Portland, the government and probably
of all Victorians that this material be a part of job
creation in Victoria - are met.
Mr MACLELLAN (Minister for Planning) - The
honourable member for Footscray calls me to
account in regard to a letter written to the Treasurer
and a later statement which I made to a newspaper
circulating in his area regarding what he described
as the metropolitan area improvement program.
The honourable member perhaps does not realise
that I was writing in the most diplomatic tenns to
the Treasurer, asking him to consider the best merits
of the scheme. I put to him the best arguments and
described the program in most positive terms to try
to get him to consider whether he might re-establish
the program. However, when it came to the

ADJOURNMENT

258

ASSEMBLY

statement I made to a newspaper circulating in the
electorate of the honourable member, it was
appropriate to describe it in franker and more direct
terms and to describe the reality.
The honourable member hinted at that in his
opening remark in describing the program as
metropolitan. In other words it was a scheme
deliberately designed under the previous
government to pork-barrel metropolitan areas and
exclude all country Victoria - hardly fair. Given the
purpose that the honourable member said the
program was established to promote, why should it
cover only the metropolitan area? Why would it be
chaired only by then government backbenchers,
members of the Labor Party? Why would they be
chosen as members of the selection committee which
would select all of the projects?
Those are the matters I did not draw to the
Treasurer's attention because I was hoping we might
be able to continue the program if we were able to
find some funds. Unfortunately, because of the
economic mess left by the former government,
$1.1 million represents a few more people to be
offered voluntary redundancies, a few more people
to be sacked and perhaps another school to be closed.
I ask the honourable member for Footscray what
offering he has made toward the State's finances to
re-establish this program. Is he suggesting that there
should be a few more redundancies; another school
closure; that money can be plucked out of nowhere;
that the State does not have a deficit; or that a deficit
was not left by the former government?
Of course he is not suggesting that. He is just
spinning a line suggesting that money can be found
from nowhere. I re~mphasise the fact that there
were signed agreements and legal obligations for the
$8 million worth of unfunded programs left in the
Department of Planning and Development for me to
pay for with money that is not available. The legal
obligations worth $8 million are being met one after
the other. The program was not signed up and the
legal obligations were not entered into under the
program.
The honourable member can ask his own troops
why that happened. Why were people encouraged
to apply for the program and believe the various
Labor backbench chairmen who established the
committees that voted for the program?
Mr Micallef - Unpaid!
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Mr MACLELLAN - The honourable member for
Springvale suggests they were unpaid. Apparently
the honourable member was not paid as a member
of Parliament by the former government. If that is
the case, with a few more volunteers we might be
able to establish the program.

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr MACLELLAN - The honourable member for
Albert Park wants to enter the debate at this late
hour. He would know all about the expenditure of
$600 000 by the former Minister for Planning and
Housing on his office staff, including former Lord
Mayors of Melbourne. Ken Carr did not want for a
job under the former Labor government. Although
he has just been elected to the Senate he used to
work in the socialist left caucus in the Olderfleet
building as a Ministerial adviser to the former
Minister for Planning and Housing. He was one of
the lush field of 13 who were on the staff of the
former Minister.
The honourable member for Footscray asked why
the government does not have money for the area
improvement program. I am happy to explain to the
honourable member what happened. The money
was blown by the former government and does not
exist. Community expectations were raised, but
there is no money in the coffers to pay for the
program. The honourable member for Footscray
must face the fact that the former Labor government
wasted the funds that could have paid for a program
like this and could have attracted additional funds
from municipalities, community groups and
everyone else. It is time he faced the fact that the
credibility of the program was seriously dented
when it was decided to appoint as fillers to do the
job people from the former government's backbench
such as the honourable member for Springvale.

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr MACLELLAN - Now the honourable
member for Dandenong is entering the fray. He
raised the first matter in the adjournment debate
tonight by complaining that government members
had been asked to advise the Minister for Education
on the south~astern growth corridor's education
needs, but he apparently was left out. Under the
former government all members of the opposition
were left out. There is no token Labor member, as he
referred to it. I do not know why he would refer to
one of his colleagues in the other place as a token
member - except that, if he wanted to get a
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definition of a token Labor member, Bob Ives would
be it.
The SPEAKER - Order! Reflections on a
member of the other place are disorderly.

Mr MACLELLAN - I do not hold great hope for
the Treasurer melting and re-establishing this
program, especially now that the facts are out and
the diplomatic niceties that I used in my letter have
been blown by the honourable member for
Footscray raising the matter in Parliament tOnight. If
we are to have those sorts of programs they must be
party political-neutral and not used as
pork-barrelling measures. They should apply to
Victoria as a whole and not just to selected areas of
the State where a government sees an opportunity of
pork-barrelling programs for a few backbenchers
who might be in trouble at a forthcoming election.
We should have honesty and frankness in these
programs, something which the honourable member
for Footscray would undoubtedly support but
which so many of his colleagues disgracefully
ignored during the former government's years in
office.
Mr W. D. McGRATH (Minister for
Agriculture) - The honourable member for Mildura
referred to the hardship faced by some farmers after
unseasonable weather conditions, particularly
during the first week of December last year when
some properties in the wheat growing districts of the
Mallee and Wimmera suffered falls of up to 8 inches
of rain. That brought about a significant
downgrading in the quality of the wheat harvest.
Normally about 93 per cent of the Victorian wheat
harvest goes into the ASW category, which is the
best milling standard. This year only 22 per cent of
the harvest was in that category and the rest was
downgraded to GP1, GP2 or the feed categories,
which meant a financial loss on the wheat harvest of
about $90 million.
It was disappointing because the revenue was to be
the means of regenerating a lot of spending power in
the farming community. The economic activity that
would have taken place would have stimulated
many small country communities. In addition,
throughout the horticulture districts around
Mildura, Red Cliffs, Merbein and Swan Hill there
were losses of around $30 million to $40 million on
horticultural crops, particularly the grape harvest.
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When the heavy rainfall occurred I established a task
force within the Department of Agriculture to keep
me abreast of the losses and of what was happening
in the farming community. Subsequently, I invited
the Chairperson of the Rural Finance Corporation,
Stuart McDonald, to visit Donald, Jeparit and
Mildura to talk with district farmers. That was after
the Victorian Treasurer advised the Federal Minister
for Primary Industries and Energy that Victoria
would participate in the special circumstances
program of the rural adjustment scheme. I was
grateful that the honourable member for Mildura
was able to coordinate those meetings for me. We
took the opportunity of visiting those farming
communities and explaining how the special
circumstances provision would come into operation
and be administered.
I remind the House that farmers who feel they
qualify for special circumstances consideration need
to have their applications to the Rural Finance
Corporation in by 30 June this year. There is a
limited period in which they can submit their
applications. It is an opportunity for farmers who
have been adversely affected as a result of the
inclement weather throughout north-western
Victoria to be assisted if the circumstances are
appropriate.
It will not be an automatic handout. Farmers will
have to justify their applications and claims for
consideration to receive up to 100 per cent interest
subsidy if they qualify under the special
circumstances provision.

It is always a guess. I heard the honourable member
for Richmond earlier talking about how that
government did not bring about divisions in the
community. The farming fraternity certainly has had
quite a deal of division in its communities over the
past 10 years and that is one of the reasons why
farmers are in difficult financial circumstances at
this time.

I am aware that rural industry has an application
before the Rural Adjustment Scheme Advisory
Committee for consideration as to whether the wool
industry can participate under the special
circumstances provisions. That meeting will be held
on 30 March to consider the next step for rural
industry in Victoria - a matter that I know the
agriculture Ministers in South Australia and in New
South Wales are also considering.
It is a difficult situation, but I am sure that by
working together with the agricultural community
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and the farming community we can resolve the
matter positively to ensure that farmers are viable
into the foreseeable future.

Question agreed to.
House adjourned 11.11 p.m.
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The SPEAKER (Hon. J. E. Delzoppo) took the chair
at 10.7 a.m. and read the prayer.

PETITIONS
The Clerk - I have received the following
petitions for presentation to Parliament:

Prostitution Regulation Act 1986
To the Honourable the Speaker and members of the
Legislative Assembly in Parliament assembled:
This petition prepared by the Mayor, councillors and
citizens of the City of Moorabbin seeks support to
enable local councils the full power to determine
whether or not brothels should be allowed to establish
within their district.
We the undersigned adult citizens of the State of
Victoria humbly pray to the elected members of the
Legislative Assembly of the Parliament of Victoria to
have immediately proclaimed those sections of existing
legislation, sections 61-65 inclusive of the Prostitution
Regulation Act, that would allow local councils to
effectively control the establishment of brothels within
their municipality in accordance with the wishes of
their community.
And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

By Mrs Peulich (1991 signatures)

School crossing supervisors - City of
Waverley
To the Honourable the Speaker and members of the
Legislative Assembly in Parliament assembled:
The humble petition of the undersigned citizens of the
State of Victoria sheweth:
We are concerned that the funding by the State
government for the employment of school crossing
supervisors has been reduced to the City of Waverley
who have indicated to our school (Mimosa Primary)
that we should absorb the extra charges involved. As
neither school council or parents club have budgeted
for this we deem this to be a community service paid
by the taxpayer (parents) and therefore should be
provided for the community.
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Your petitioners therefore pray that the Legislative
Assembly will stop any move to review funding
therefore resulting in this decision to be reversed.
And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

By Mr E. R. Smith (61 signatures)

Industrial and associated legislation
To the Honourable the Speaker and members of the
Legislative Assembly in Parliament assembled:
The humble petition of the undersigned citizens of the
State of Victoria sheweth a call for the repeal of all
industrial and associated legislation (for example poll
tax, WorkCare et cetera) that has been introduced in the
November 1992 session of Parliament, together with a
moratorium on the passage of any further legislation
which further undermines the working conditions of all
Victorians.
Your petitioners therefore pray that all steps are taken
to ensure the repeal of the aforementioned legislation
together with the implementation of a moratorium and
negotia tions.
And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

By Mr Leigh (76 signatures)

N ewport-Williamstown train service
To the Honourable the Speaker and members of the
Legislative Assembly in Parliament assembled:
The humble petition of the undersigned citizens of the
State of Victoria sheweth that the maintenance of the
Newport-Williamstown train service is essential for
providing safe and equitable access for the people of
the western suburbs of Melbourne to their homes,
workplaces, hospital and other health and community
services, schools, shopping, the beach, major tourism
destinations and historic heritage sites.
Further that the train service is uniquely suited to the
transport needs of the disabled and the elderly.
Further that maintenance of the train service will
contribute to increased road safety, reduced pollution
and a generally healthier environment.
Your petitioners therefore pray that the Minister for
Transport reverse his decision to close the
Newport-Williamstown train service and work with
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the local community to ensure its efficient continued
operation.
And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

By Mr Cooper (18 480 signatures)

State deficit levy
To the Honourable the Speaker and members of the
Legislative Assembly in Parliament assembled:
The humble petition of the undersigned citizens of the
State of Victoria wish to strongly voice objection to the
$100 levy imposed upon all rateable properties.
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GAMING MACHINE CONTROL
(AMENDMENT) BILL
Introduction and first reading
Mrs WADE (Attorney-General) introduced a Bill to
amend the Gaming Machine Control Act 1991 and
the Casino Control Act 1991 and for other purposes.
Read first time.

VOCATIONAL EDUCATION AND
TRAINING (COLLEGE EMPLOYMENT)
BILL
Introduction and first reading

Your petitioners therefore pray that the House take all
necessary steps to ensure that the decision to impose
this horrendous tax on the citizens of Victoria is
withdrawn.
And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

By Mr Micallef (85 signatures)

Mr HAYWARD (Minister for Education)
introduced a Bill to provide for the employment of
staff by T AFE college councils and by councils of
universities with T AFE divisions, to repeal Part III
of the Post-Secondary Education Act 1978, to
amend the Vocational Education and Training Act
1990, the Public Sector Management Act 1992 and
certain other Acts and for other purposes.

Laid on table.
Read first time.

PAPERS
Laid on table by Clerk:
Adult, Community and Further Education Board Report for the year 1991-92
Government Employee Housing Authority - Report
for the year 1991-92
Industrial Relations Commission - Report of the
President for the year ended 31 October 1992
Statutory Rules under the following Acts:
Dangerous Goods Act 1985 -SR Nos 33, 34, 35
Drugs, Poisons and Controlled Substances Act
1981 - SR No. 28
Food Act 1984 - SR No. 30
Health Act 1958 - SR Nos 29, 31
Marine Act 1988 - SR No. 38
Planning and Environment Act 1987 -SR No. 36
Stock Diseases Act 1968 - SR No. 27
Transport Act 1983 -SR No. 37

LAND (CROWN GRANTS AND
RESERVES) BILL
Introduction and first reading
Mr COLEMAN (Minister for Natural Resources)
introduced a Bill to amend the Crown Land
(Reserves) Act 1978 and the Land Act 1958 and for
other purposes.
Read first time.

CORRECTIONS (MANAGEMENT) BILL
Introduction and first reading
Mr McNAMARA (Minister for Corrections)
introduced a Bill to amend the Corrections Act
1986 to enable correctional services to be provided
on a contractual basis, to make further provision
with respect to drug testing within prisons, to
extend the power to make regulations with respect
to the conduct and personal appearance of officers
and for other purposes.
Read first time.
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PUBLIC SERVICE EMPLOYMENT
PACKAGES
Mr KENNAN (Broadmeadows) - I move:
That this House condemns the government for its
actions in secretly entering into employment packages
and conditions for senior Public Service positions.

The actions of the government on the issue of
employment packages and conditions for senior
public servants strike at the very heart of an
independent Public Service. TItis matter is not taken
seriously by the government, as evidenced by the
absence of the Premier from this Chamber for this
debate, which is listed as No. 1 on today's Notice
Paper.
However, it is instructive to examine what the
Premier said when he wrote about this issue in the
publication Politicisation in the Career Service,
published in 1989 by the then Canberra College of
Advanced Education. In his article on the Public
Service he talked about the desirability of having an
independent and professional Public Service and
said:
The Public Service must not be merely apolitical, but
quite fearless in its advice.

263

Another interesting source is also to be found in an
article published in the Australian Journal of Public
Administration of September 1991 by Mr K. P. Baxter,
who also talked about the desirability of fearless and
independent advice. He said that, although he did
not agree with tenure at that time - he supported a
contract system - it was very important that
fearless and frank advice be given and that that
could be achieved through a trusting relationship
between the people concerned. He went on to say
that a relationship that relies upon fear of sacking,
non-renewal of contract or sidelining will mostly be
ineffective, regardless of whether the person is
contracted or a career civil servant.
Those words will come back to haunt the
government because the secret packages to which I
am referring and all contracts in the Public Service
rely on a large measure of undermining, fear of
non-renewal of contracts, getting rid of tenure,
sacking and sidelining - the very evils to which
Mr Baxter referred.
It is interesting to note in respect of these secrecy
packages that Mr Baxter said that some of the
proposals relating to reform of administration had
not been entirely effective - for example, freedom
of information legislation - and had added to the
rigidity of bureaucracies rather than making them
responsive to their ultimate client bases.

He went on to say at that time - back in 1989:
The Public Service provides a proven safeguard against
too rapid change and inability of the community to
accommodate that change.

He went on to say that he was concerned about any
suggestion of intimidation of officers in the Public
Service and that:
The essentiallongstanding relationship with the Public
Service must not be threatened by governments finding
it expedient to short-circuit proper practices.
Governments now and in the future must remain
attuned to the importance and the distinction between
these two sources of advice and ensure that their
separate roles are preserved.

He was talking about the different roles of public
servants and political advisers. He wrote at some
length about the desirability in the public interest of
having a fearless and independent Public Service
providing a separate and independent stream of
advice.

Mr Baxter was at that time attacking freedom of
information and seeking to depart from the
philosophy of freedom of information. Of course this
underlines the fact that the government does not
have a commitment to openness, accountability and
freedom of information but, rather, is very
concerned with secrecy, especially about these
packages and conditions.
The importance of having a system of employing
senior public servants in an open and accountable
way on terms that are understood by the whole
community is also underlined by what the
Fitzgerald report had to say about the overhaul of
public administration in Queensland a few years
ago. At page 130 that report says:
Of course, politicians are entitled to political advice
from staff appointed for that purpose, but that is not
the job of the bureaucracy. Its role is to provide
independent, impartial expert advice on departmental
issues. Public officials are supposed to be free to act
and advise without concern for the political or personal
connections of the people and organisations affected by
their decisions ... When a government creates a
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bureaucracy peopled by its own supporters, or by staff
who are intimidated into providing politically palatable
advice, the government is effectively deprived of the
opportunity to consider the full range of relevant
factors (including but not confined to political
considerations) in making decisions.
As a result wrong decisions are made.

Therefore, not only the Premier, Mr Kennett - the
Leader of the Opposition, as he then was - and
Mr Baxter but also the Fitzgerald report talked about
the importance of having fearless and independent
advice.
Although there is debate in those articles and
elsewhere about whether or not lifetime tenure is a
good thing - it is a tradition in the Westminster
system -or whether there can be contract
arrangements which at the same time can be
couched in terms that provide for fearless and
independent advice, there is one common thread in
all of this. That means that whatever the structure,
whether it be a tenure appointment until the age of
65 or a contract for five years, the nature of the
employment relationship must be such that fearless
and independent advice can be given and people are
not subject to intimidation or fear of sacking. The
community i~ simply not in a position to know
exactly what is going on at the senior level of the
Public Service.
Under freedom of information provisions we sought
information, including terms and conditions, on the
employment package of Mr Ken Baxter for
appointment to the position of Secretary to the
Department of the Premier and Cabinet. Despite the
government's commitment to open government,
despite the fact that Mr Baxter holds what is in many
senses the most senior Public Service pOSition in
Victoria and despite the fact that public moneys are
being expended, what was released under freedom
of information provisions referred only to a dollar
amount being paid - $117142, with an expense
allowance of $5619; to the term of office of five years;
to a couple of other conditions about the use of a
government car; and to working outside his duties
with certain permissions.
A whole page of the letter to the Premier signed by
Mr Baxter and dated 8 October is exempted under
freedom of information provisions. Clearly essential
terms and conditions relating to that employment
were set out because below the passage excluded
from release Mr Baxter states:
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Subject to your agreement to this letter the necessary
Executive Council minute will be prepared ...

Clearly that minute was prepared and has been
released. We know that it was given effect to by the
Executive Council. The Premier had therefore
agreed to the terms and conditions set out by
Mr Baxter in his letter to the Premier dated 8
October.
The difficulty is that we do not know what was in
that letter. Various rumours have been circulating as
to its contents and exactly what the package
contains. All we can do is look for clues and listen to
rumours.
The secrecy surrounding these issues is evil. For
instance, in the relevant statute Mr Baxter is
classified as having a total employee package of
$280 000 or thereabouts. The only amounts revealed
in the employment package add up to a little over
$122000. We do not know how the difference
between $122 ()()() and $280 ()()() is made up. It is
suggested that performance criteria are attached to
the contract. One would expect that bonuses are to
be paid according to whatever those performance
criteria are. It is relevant to proper administration in
the public interest that we know what the bonus is
and what the performance criteria are.

It has been suggested, but we do not know for sure,
that one of the criteria is a reduction of the numbers
in the Public Service by tens of thousands of
employees over the life of the contract. If that is a
performance criterion, it should be put out on the
table where everybody can look at it. That may well
be why the contents of most of pages 1 and 2 have
been exempted from the letter released under
freedom of information provisions. We simply do
not know.
That pattern seems to pervade the government's
administration in this area. This matter was
condemned in editorials published in the second
week of October 1992 in both the Herald-Sun and the
Age. The secrecy of the government's approach was
condemned when it became apparent that the
government would not reveal details of these
packages.
It must be recognised that the government has been

consistent in its secrecy. It made clear at the outset
that it would not be releasing details of these
packages. On the first day of Parliament the Premier
refused to release details of these packages.
Exemption was claimed under freedom of
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information provisions. The government has not
wavered from its position of not telling the public
sector and the public what the terms and conditions
of the contracts are. It was said that a range would
be specified in the schedule to the Act, but there is a
lot more to the packages than that. It is absolutely
essential that in the public interest the range of
performance payments be made known.
The same approach is taken by the Department of
Business and Employment and the Minister for
Industry and Employment to the appointment of the
Deputy Secretary of that department, Mr Greg John.
When the opposition applied under freedom of
information provisions to have details of his package
released, again there was a withholding of
information and exemptions were sought. The
opposition was told that the total cost of
employment was $164 000, but a lot of other
material has been withheld and exempted. Relevant
parts of the document have not been released under
freedom of information applications.
Again, that is consistent with the government's
approach; the government has never wavered from
the position that it will not tell members of the
House, as representatives of the public, the Public
Service or the public what it is doing and under
what terms and conditions it is spending public
money.
Of equal importance to the number of dollars
involved is whether the public sector is being
managed effectively. If we do not know the nature
of the packages under which some people are
employed, we do not know exactly what is
happening. The draft executive services contract of
employment embodies the very evils that the
Premier and Mr Baxter wrote about a few years ago
and that the Fitzgerald report warned against.
Mr Baxter and the Premier spoke of the importance
of impartiality and fearlessness. In an almost
Freudian way they emphasised the importance of a
lack of intimidation. Part of the Hewson and Kennett
software is intimidation. One of the government's
main philosophers, Mr Peter Boyle, was very honest
when he said that he wanted to introduce fear into
the workplace. The opposition criticises the
government's failure to release all of the documents:
the government is introducing fear into the
workplace. That is a stated intention of Mr Boyle,
who has been disowned by his own association. His
approach was to introduce fear; fear is the same as
intimidation.
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In 1989 the now Premier and Mr Baxter wrote in a
journal about the principles they were espousing,
namely, the need for a lack of intimidation in the
public sector. That has gone out the door. Again the
employment package of Mr John has not been
publicly released. Indeed the executive service
contract of employment floating around the
government is stamped confidential. An element of
fear has been introduced. Clause 5 of the executive
services contract of employment drawn up under
the provisions of the Public Sector Management Act
states:
Either party may terminate this contract on giving four
weeks notice of termination to the other party.

Public servants, by and large, now have permanency
as is traditional under the Westminster system.
Often people have been in the Public Service for IS,
20 or 25 years. They are now being asked to move
from permanency to four weeks notice. If one wants
an example, one has only to read clause 6 of the
contract, which provides:
In the event of termination neither party will be entitled

to any compensation for such termination including
compensation for any unexpired period of this contract.

If one is given four weeks notice, one could only
take the four weeks pay; there is no compensation

for having one's position terminated unfairly. There
is an absolute, unequivocal, no holds barred four
weeks notice. An employee cannot complain about
unfairness or have any recourse to a public sector
tribunal. Clauses 27 and 28 detail an approved
performance-related incentive payment, but it is
only to be paid "as an aggregate amount on
completion of the period of the employment".
That means that a public servant employed under a
five-year contract will not receive any
performance-related pay he or she may be entitled to
until the end of the contract. If employment is
terminated before the five years are up -say, after
four years and three months - will he or she receive
pro rata performance pay? Unfortunately the answer
appears to be no. Clause 28 says:
If this contract is terminated for any reason other than

for the purpose of enabling the executive officer to
enter into a new contract of employment with a person
who is an employer for the purposes of Part 4 of the
Act, no performance-related incentive payment shall be
payable.

PUBLIC SERVICE EMPLOYMENT PACKAGES

266

ASSEMBLY

No wonder senior executive officers are refusing to
sign the contracts. They are a con job!
By acting in secret the government is trying to coerce
senior executive officers into signing contracts which
may include performance-related payments of tens
of thousands of dollars over five years but which do
not stipulate that the officers will receive pro rata
pay if the contracts are terminated after four years
and six months. An employer who decides to shed
staff because the budget is a bit tight will be able to
say to an officer who has signed such a contract that
although he or she has performed well and met the
criteria outlined in the contract his or her services
are no longer required because the position has been
made redundant. In those circumstances the officer
concerned will receive neither compensation nor
performance pay.
The Kennett government holds up the
much-vaunted private sector as a model for the
Victorian Public Service. Although the government
wants to equate public sector conditions with those
in the private sector, private enterprise executives
would not sign contracts such as those - and the
Public Service would find it impossible to recruit
from the private sector on that basis.
It seems as though the government has not heard of
the golden parachutes available in the private sector.
Senior executives in private enterprise are well
known for the care they take in negotiating contracts
that give them proper protection. Many would say
the protection is too high - hence the name "golden
parachutes". I am not suggesting that golden
parachutes should be made available to members of
the Senior Executive Service.
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government's secretive attitude to employment
packages and contracts makes clear its intention to
use financial penalties, the removal of tenure and
insecurity as weapons to intimidate the Public
Service.
A letter about senior executive contracts signed by
Mr Baxter on 23 February this year states:
This note is to clarify what appears to be some
uncertainty regarding the flexibility available within
the standard form executive contract.
The body of the contract is not negotiable. The standard
form is to be used by all agencies covered by the Public
Sector Management Act 1992. Only the provisions
included in schedules A to D are negotiable as these are
specific to individuals.

The provisions concerning the ability to give four
weeks notice without any compensation being
payable and the conditions applying to
performance-related payments are referred to in the
body of the contract - which Mr Baxter says are not
negotiable.
The secrecy surrounding the employment packages
and conditions for senior Public Service positions
give rise to a number of other problems. When
listening to the government's rhetoric, one could be
forgiven for thinking that every senior public
servant, let alone anyone employed in the public
sector, is in a pOSition to individually negotiate his
or her contract. According to the government, when
a contract is put on the table a public servant can
say, after examining it, that he or she does not like
clauses 5 and 6 or clauses 27 and 28 and wants to
negotiate on that basis.

Mr Roper interjected.
Mr KENNAN - But a sense of fairness is
required, because it appears that in the public sector
no parachutes at all will be available.
Mr Baxter, the Secretary of the Department of the
Premier and Cabinet, has outlined the financial
penalties that will apply - an issue referred to in
the report of the Fitzgerald inquiry. The threat of
financial penalties, difficulties with superannuation
payments and the failure to guarantee pro rata
entitlements are tmfair and will undermine the
giving of independent advice.
The coalition's predilection for intimidation was
evident in the threat it made to deny former Labor
Ministers their superannuation entitlements. The

But the government's hidden agenda - the fist
behind documents such as these - is that the body
of the contracts is not negotiable. That is yet another
reason why the government should come clean and
say what it is on about. Full and frank disclosures
should be made. Every member of the public
sector - indeed, every member of the
community - should be told that clauses 1 to 35 of
the contracts are not negotiable.
So much for the government's claim about
encouraging indiVidually negotiated enterprise
agreements. The effect of the government's secrecy
has been to draw a veil over its use of intimidation
to try to force senior executive officers to enter into
contracts that are essentially not negotiable. That

PUBLIC SERVICE EMPLOYMENT PACKAGES

Wednesday, 17 March 1993

ASSEMBLY

amounts to nothing more nor less than government
by ultimatum.
Such a secretive approach to dealing with the
human resources of the public sector is central to the
rejection last Saturday of the Hewson and Kennett
philosophies - and that is easy to understand.
Before the 3 October election last year the
government should have told public sector
employees what was in store for them after the
election. The fact that it did not makes even more
invidious the government's secretive approach to
Senior Executive Service employment packages and
conditions. If that approach was such a good idea,
why did the then opposition not say, as part of its
election platform, that the permanency of tenure of
senior executive positions would be abolished and
that their employment would be able to be
terminated after only four weeks notice? Why did
the government not tell public servants that they
would be unable to make claims for unfair dismissal
and that, although they would receive
performance-related payments, those payments
would not be payable until the end of the contract in other words, a senior executive officer would not
receive pro rata payments if he or she were sacked
after serving four years and six months of a contract.
The government's secrecy is only exacerbating the
problem. The Kennett government is to be
condemned for secretly entering into employment
packages and conditions for Senior Executive
Service positions.
Members of the opposition know nothing about the
extent to which public servants have already agreed
to enter into employment contracts, although it
seems a handful have entered into the contracts
because they were fearful of what might happen if
they did not. That is typical of the government's
attitude to its employees. I wonder whether those
public servants who have signed the contracts
realised at the time that they were non-negotiable.
The government's secrecy strikes at the heart of a
fearless and independent Public Service. As the
report of the Fitzgerald inquiry points out, such an
approach leads to the making of bad decisions and
to the corrosion of proper public administration.
Many important elements of the packages remain
secret. The very notion of a handful of people at the
top entering into secret employment packages can
only exacerbate tensions within the departments
concerned. In his book Head to Head, Lester Thurow
examined the performances of the heads of Japanese
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and American companies over the past 20 years. He
found that, compared with the wages of the
employees of the companies concerned, Japanese
executives receive approximately one-tenth of the
pay received by American chief executives.
Over the past 20 years American executives have
awarded themselves ever-increasing salary packages
while trying to depress the wages of their
employees. As a result the commitment of their
employees to the enterprises in which they work has
fallen away drastically.
Japanese management culture is very different from
that which applies in the United States of America.
Because of their emphasis on equality, Japanese
managers are more committed to long-term
employment and to looking after their workers.
Until recently that had been the case in the Victorian
public sector. Under our system of government the
Public Service is not a Labor Party or Liberal Party
Public Service but one that continues to give
impartial advice to whichever government is in
power.
The American system is different to some extent, but
the very notion that public servants prepare
briefings for an opposition in the event of a change
of government is an indication that the role of the
Public Service continues. The Public Service
.prepares for a change of government by analysing
the opposition's policies prior to the election. If there
is a change of government the Public Service is in a
position to cooperate speedily with the new
government and implement its policies in the public
interest. That happens because it is accepted by
definition that the Public Service serves the ongoing
public interest and does not secretly enter into
unknown arrangements with the government of the
day to serve its particular interest.
Imagine if police officers said, ''No, we were just the
Police Force for that party government. We won't be
an ongoing Police Force for the new government". It
would be abhorrent and contrary to our democratic
principles. It just does not happen. The same applies
to the remainder of the Public Service. All public
servants, whether they be from the departments of
health and community services, justice or education,
are there to continue to serve on a fearless and
independent basis.
What do we have under this government? As the
Prime Minister said the other day, the coalition is
putting one group of Australians - in this case it is
Victorians - over here and another group over
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there. The government has introduced these secret
employment packages. Mr Ken Baxter is over here.
We do not know how much he is being paid out of
the taxpayer's pocket. We do not know his
performance criteria. Other Victorian public servants
are over there. How must they feel?
It can be tested in this way: what does the public
expect the decent, hard working public servant in the
middle of a bureaucracy to think when a new person
is brought in, allegedly on a total package of $2.25
million plus, with the rumoured aim of getting rid of
half of his department? What sort of trust and
impartiality does that provide? What sort of
commitment does it create? It must produce a
feeling of fear and loathing.

The packages should be transparent, but they are
not. They are secret, and we do not know anything
about their terms and conditions. It is another
example of the divide and rule process. The
opposition, the remainder of the public sector and
the community must rely on departmental leaks to
discover what is going on. There are now many
leaks because of the way public servants are being
treated. How can the government expect to retain
loyalty in the Public Service when it is secretly
entering into these packages? The contracts
circulating in the Department of the Premier and
Cabinet include paid maternity leave. In the
Department of Business and Employment there is
unpaid leave. So, paid maternity leave remains if
one is employed by the Department of the Premier
and Cabinet but it goes if one is employed by the
Department of Business and Employment.
Why are we not told that the government's policy is
to have people employed on different conditions
while doing the same jobs in different departments?
Is that what will occur throughout the Public
Service? Will teachers in one school be employed
under different conditions from teachers in another
school? Will police officers doing a job at one police
station be employed under different conditions from
police officers doing the same job at another police
station? Will a policeman in Bendigo be entitled to
paid paternity leave while a policeman in Ballarat
will not? Why were we not told these things? Why
are they all being kept secret?
There may be no reason for community concern
about this secrecy; we just do not know. It is an
indication of what the Supreme Court judge, Louis
Brandeis, talked about when he referred to the
disinfectant of sunlight. Why can the documents not
be tabled so that we can get the disinfectant out and
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examine these matters in the sunlight? What is the
problem?
Mr Leighton - And they were going to be the
open government!
Mr KENNAN - Remember the great rhetoric
about the coalition's open government. The whole
nub of the comments by Louis Brandeis is that if
there is something that cannot stand up, a
government does not want it brought out into the
sunlight. If there is no problem, a government will
have nothing to be embarrassed about.
The opposition asks the government to bring this
out into the sunlight. It should stop the secrecy
associated with entering into packages that have not
been publicly discussed. The government should
provide all the details so that there can be proper
public debate. This matter is not only of relevance to
individual public servants but also to the public
because public servants also represent the public
and the public interest. It is of relevance to every
member of the Victorian community. This goes to
the core of the vice of secretly entering into
employment packages that we know nothing about,
yet these people are working in the public sector.
We do not know what other conditions are in those
contracts, but again a leaked memorandum of 15
February from the Department of Planning and
Development, signed by the acting secretary,
Mr Barry Nicholls, says in relation to strike action:
An employer will not be obliged to pay wages for
periods during which the employees are on strike. It is
also possible that such strike action will constitute
misconduct at common law entitling the employer to
summarily dismiss the employee.

If that is a condition of employment, we are entitled
to know. Is it a condition in the secret packages that
senior officers can sack people who take industrial
action? That would certainly be consistent with the
Employee Relations Act, which effectively outlaws
industrial action. Is that condition now being written
into the senior contracts to cater for the people who
took part in the protest rally on 1 March? We
understand that a list of employees who took
industrial action was compiled and that
departments are being asked to forward names.

Is part of the package the performance criterion that
the senior officer will get a bonus for every
employee he or she sacks for having taken industrial
action? Is that part of the performance criteria? It
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appears that it may well be. If it is suggested that
one criterion relates to the number of people a senior
officer has shed from his or her department and the
government's policy is that industrial action is
effectively a criminal offence, will that person get
extra dollars in his or her pocket for sacking
someone for taking industrial action? Is that why
these packages have not been brought into the
sunlight? I suspect that it may well be.
Performance indicators are a key issue. If, as
indicated by the Fitzgerald report, the article by
Mc Baxter and the article by the former Leader of the
Opposition, the government is on about trust and
checks and balances and accountability - and the
Liberal-National party coalition claims that it is on
about all of those things and the writers at that time
suggested it was -let us see what the performance
criteria and conditions are.
A joke doing the rounds of the Public Service is that
a Minister thought it was a bit funny when the
freedom of information officer took the package, so
the department could not respond to FoI requests. It
is all part of the same secrecy.
It is no wonder the government is secretly entering
into these packages because it does not believe, as
Mr Baxter's article suggested, in Fo!. The
government takes some pleasure in no longer
having FoI officers. In its mindless way the
government seems to suggest that it does not have
to obey the Freedom of Information Act because it
can shed the officers who are responsible under the
Act, which gets the government out of having to
release information publicly. We know for a fact that
the FoI officer in one department has taken the
redundancy package.
All the writers and political parties in their rhetoric
have agreed on the desirability of having
impeccable, open, accountable standards so that
documents can be laid on the table for debate. There
may be debate about values or emphases, but there
should not be debate about whether the documents
should be on the table.
One can only glean information from the media,
because we do not know the facts because of the
government's secrecy, but we understand that the
Chief Commissioner of Police has been offered one
of the packages. I make no criticism of the chief
commissioner, because he is absolutely within his
rights and his concerns are probably well founded,
but the other night on television he said there were
details in the contract that he was not happy about.
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It was suggested that his contract contains a
performance criterion relating to a reduction in the
incidence of crime. If people are to be employed in
those circumstances, the details should be on the
table. Is it desirable for the contract of the Chief
Commissioner of Police to include a reduction in
crime rates as a performance criterion? Other
conditions should be debated openly.
The opposition is interested to know whether the
Secretary to the Department of Justice has signed his
contract. What will his performance criteria be?
Does the government want more or fewer prisoners
in gaol? Does it want harsher treatment of prisoners?
What are the performance criteria for that person?
Mr Roper - What proportion will be allowed to
escape?
Mr KENNAN - Yes, and how much gelignite
can be brought into a gaol at any time?
Mr Cole interjected.
Mr KENNAN - Gelignite-proof bars are still
being developed at the research and development
laboratories at the farm at Nagambie! Will a fall in
the crime rate also be a performance criteria for the
Chief Commissioner of Police? Must he take
responsibility for the level of crime in the
community at any given time? Will other
circumstances that relate to the harsh policies of the
government of the day, such as a recession or other
external factors that might influence the crime rate,
be taken into account? Will the chief commissioner
be responsible if someone is assaulted or murdered?
That is a bizarre notion! The opposition wants to
know what the conditions on those contracts are.
The Minister for Police and Emergency Services
should say what the performance criteria of the chief
superintendents of police will be. Will they be
responsible for the crime rates in their districts that
result from a range of external factors? Some
superintendents may be responsible for districts
with low crime rates or where crime rates have
fallen due to demographic changes. Will they
receive bonuses for changes that are beyond their
control? Will individual police officers now have to
take personal responsibility for lower crime rates?
How will those crime rates be measured? Will they
be based on crimes reported. If so, who will keep the
statistics?
Will there now be an incentive not to take reports
seriously or to compile reports in different ways?
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Crime rates rise and fall according to the reports
received. Thankfully, changes in attitudes toward
sexual offences have resulted in the justice system
treating those offences more seriously. Women and
other victims of sexual offences are encouraged, if
not necessarily happy, to report those offences more
than they would have 20 years ago. The rate of the
offences is not necessarily changing, but the
reporting of the offences is increasing. People often
conclude that there is a huge escalation in those
offences without realiSing that it is the reporting that
has escalated.
The Chief Commissioner of Police cannot be held
responsible for changes in the community. He has
already publicly expressed concern about his
contract. The government, of course, is acting under
its veil of secrecy. The Minister for Industry and
Employment has already said that nothing has
changed; that the numbers in this House are still 61
to 27; and that opposition members can jump in the
lake. That is the attitude and arrogance of the
government on these matters.
Even if the government thinks it does not have to be
accountable, one would have thought that in recent
days the government would have heeded the
warning signs of the corrosion of its position particularly those received by backbench
members -and told the people what is happening
with employment packages and conditions for
senior public servants. The government should
provide a full explanation to the House. The
Minister for Police and Emergency Services should
say what is happening. He is voluble and has a
reasonable memory.
Has the Chief Parliamentary Counsel signed her
contract? She was on tenure. Has that been
removed? Is she now working from week to week or
from four weeks to four weeks?
Mr Cole interjected.
Mr KENNAN - I do not want to make personal
remarks, but we need to know what is happening.
The public should be disturbed when the Chief
Commissioner of Police, quite rightly, expresses
concern. The opposition supports what he says and
his having the gumption at a press conference to
express his concerns about a contract he has not yet
Signed.
Rumours are spread because there is secrecy. The
opposition has also heard that other senior police are
not signing their contracts. The opposition wants to
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know why? The Minister for Police and Emergency
Services is in an excellent position to provide a full
explanation. Has the Chief Commissioner of Police
signed his contract? If so, what is his pOSition? Have
other reservations been expressed by senior police?
The Minister should explain what has been
sanctioned in secret packages and then he will be
able to delete the word "secrecy" from the motion.
These matters might have been secret, but it is St
Patrick's day and the Minister should tell us all
about the contracts.
The Minister for Police and Emergency Services may
have been distracted by other events last week, but
his mind is now clear and he can now concentrate on
the package of conditions being offered to senior
public servants in his department.
The opposition also wants to know if the conditions
offered to employees of the Department of Justice
will be offered across the entire public sector. It does
not expect the Minister for Police and Emergency
Services to explain all of that.
Mr Roper interjected.
Mr KENNAN - It would be a question of
briefing. The government has yet to appoint the
Chief Commission Administration Officer of the
Employee Relations Commission, even though the
Act has been in force since 1 March. Will the
government offer that person a particular package of
conditions? What will be the performance criteria in
that package? Will the officer be encouraged to hear
fewer or more unfair dismissal cases?
It is well known that the government does not want
an industrial relations bureaucracy. It does not want
tribunals dealing with minor matters such as
fairness and justice. The government's aim is to
regulate that. That regulation is part of the Hewson
deregulation package, but it may be abandoned after
the government reads this morning's Age.

The government may not want the tribunal hearing
more cases. It may be prepared to pay the
administration officer more if the commission does
not deal with complaints of unfair treatment,
because they are obsolete in the brave new industrial
relations world - the brave new economic
rationalist world. The government may not want the
administration officer showing sympathy. It may
measure the decisions of the administration officer
on a scorecard, a bit akin to the crime rate issue. If
the officer finds in favour of the employer, the
government may pay the officer $5000 extra; and
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will it dock the officer's pay if he or she finds in
favour of an employee? Will that be the criteria for
all senior Public Service positions, and will it be kept
in secrecy? The absence of a large number of
signatures on contracts is an indication of the unease
in the Public Service.
The opposition has great confidence in Victorian
public sector employees. In our judgment they are
decent, hardworking people who do their best in the
public interest. The public sector work force,
particularly at the senior levels, is made up largely
of people who have many years - generations
collectively - of service to the public. It is unfair
and shows a lack of common decency to treat those
people in the way the government is treating them.
Those public servants worked for Liberal
governments in the 1970s, Labor governments in the
1980s and now, for the first time in their experience,
they are working for a coalition government. They
have come and gone but have shown loyalty to the
government of the day, not in an ongoing partisan
sense but in the implementation of policies. Above
all they have exhibited an underlying loyalty to
public administration in the belief that if there were
a change of government, as inevitably happens, they
would be able to continue working loyally in the
public interest.
Public servants are being told, '1t's all over; you are
now on four weeks notice; if we don't like you we
can get rid of you without compensation and
without checks and balances on us".
The whole problem with these packages in human
response terms is that, in spite of the rhetoric of the
government about one of the greatest resources of
the Victorian community being the creativity and
enterprise of its people, they devalue that resource.
The secrecy surrounding the terms and conditions of
the packages devalues the most valuable resource
Victoria has. The opposition believes these people
are Victoria's most valuable resource, and when it
was in government it put that that belief into
practice. The government claims public servants are
a valuable resource, but treats them like dirt.
Mr Micallef - Like goods and chattels!
Mr KENNAN -It treats them like goods and
chattels. Much of the philosophy of these packages
comes from the provisions of a Bill which was
drafted by a firm of lawyers who have treated
people like bits of dirt.
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Mr Roper - Scotch instructions!
Mr KENNAN - I suppose that is another one.
Mr Acting Speaker, I heard on the radio program
AM this morning that the conservative Chancellor of

the Exchequer in England Sipped watered-down
scotch when giving his Budget speech. Possibly that
is becoming the Thatcherite philosophy: you can still
drink scotch but you must water it down.
Mr Roper interjected.
Mr KENNAN - Yes, water is zero rated, but fuel
has gone up to 17 per cent, or will soon. There is
much in these packages that has been drawn up by
dry-as-dust philosophical economic rationalist
lawyers who equate a human resource with a bit of
dirt, with land. It is the same as the Employee
Relations Act, which equates the rights and
obligations in these contracts with the rights and
obligations of parties to a chattel or to a piece of
land. That is the mind-set that informs the
philosophy behind it. It says, ''You are not a person
with commitments or feelings; you are just to go on
four weeks notice with no complaints".
What the government does not understand is that
the evil of these secret packages is the sort of
atmosphere they generate. That is not the way to
treat people if you want to get the best out of them.
There can be arguments about the size of a
particular part of the Public Service or the size of the
Public Service overall, but whatever the size of your
particular unit you have to get the best out of the
people in it. If you are not doing that you are not
spending the taxpayers' dollar effectively.
The secrecy surrounding these packages is designed
to erode trust, performance and everything else that
goes with it.
At a recent meeting at which some of these issues
were debated a human resource management
consultant said that he had been consulted by a
number of Senior Executive Service officers about
their concerns in relation to these developments. In
some ways this is all part of the excesses of the 1980s
and of the Thatcher-Reagan philosophy. It is all
about the greed-is-good syndrome, about having
secret packages with massive amounts of
remuneration at the top levels according to
unspecified performance indicators, many of which
may in some senses be hostile to some on the team.
Imagine trying to build up any sense of teamwork if
you have a secret package for one particular player.
Imagine trying to get a cricket or football team to
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perform if it were part of the package of one of the
most senior and highly remunerated players that he
would get more if other players played badly or
were taken off the team. It is a nonsense because the
whole philosophy involved in forming the secret
packages is not about teamwork but about "divide
and rule" and about Mr Boyle's idea of fear.
The government will never be able to run away from
the comment Mr Boyle made on television a couple
of weeks ago about the government's approach to
the employment relationship.
Or Coghill - He did not accept his own
termination!
Mr KENNAN - I wonder if he has claimed
compensation. Mr Boyle said that the whole
problem with our traditional system of employment
is that it has removed fear, and the good thing about
the Kennett packages is that they introduce fear. He
said that was the driving philosophy. As many have
said, it is the master and servant philosophy; but it is
the master and servant philosophy plus. Even the
master and servant relationship at common law is
not as harsh as it is in this philosophy.
Ironically the only agreement Dr Hewson and
Mr Howard had with the Premier and the Minister
for Industry and Employment was that they were
going too far. Not only is it the Hewson-Howard
thing; it is Hewson-Howard fuel-injected version!
The obnoxious nature of these secret employment
contracts are highlighted by the fact that in the past
few weeks the coalition parties have been very
careful not to suggest that at the Federal level they
would to do anything like what has been done in
Victoria. This government is pitting one group of
people against another.
There is another reason why all of this should be
made public: so the public can see the government's
relative scale of values. If the government does not
have $45 000 for the Grey Sisters, for instance, does it
have $45 000 to pay for bonuses for senior officers
based on performance criteria? And if so, what are
those criteria?
That transparency is needed so that the community
can make a judgment about how the money is spent.
The community may well say that it thinks the
government ought to be giving that $45 000 to the
Grey Sisters or some other community organisation.
If the government says it does not have the money,
the community may say, 'We have had a look at a
few of these senior contracts. We think a bit could be
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trimmed off their contracts and the money could be
redeployed".
The reason for the secrecy is that the government
does not want that sort of transparency to exist or
that public debate to take place. It is easy to hide
under a cloud of huff and puff and say you do not
have the money. We do not know whether the
government has the money or what its priorities are
unless there is total transparency about and
exposure of the conditions in the packages.
Mr McNAMARA (Minister for Police and
Emergency Services) - Firstly, in responding to the
drivel we have heard from the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition, I point out that it is interesting that he
spoke about the need for getting rid of secrecy and
ensuring that particularly payments made by the
government are made public. I note for the record
that if one examines the payments the former Labor
government made, it can be seen that the
individuals who were the major beneficiaries of the
taxpayers' largess were the mates and factional allies
of the then government in the Public Service or
people brought into the Public Service as a result of
those factional allegiances.
The poor, honest, hard working public servants who
served this State faithfully for years were not the
people who received those cash payouts. In that
regard I remind the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition of Peter Parkinson and Trish Jones,
former Ministerial advisers; Ann Morrow, a former
Chief Executive of the former Ministry of Education;
Jean Walsh, a media operator for former Premier
Cain; Bill Deveney, a former Lord Mayor of
Melbourne and ally of the former government; and
people like Jeff Gordon, who became infamous for
the golden parachute clause of which the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition was so critical earlier.
We heard about special contracts where people
actually wrote their own contract provisions, and I
refer to people such as Robyn Matthews and John
Lewis, a former Mayor of Northcote and a person
associated with the former Treasurer.
The Deputy Leader of the Opposition made great
play about how the government had to ensure that
there is no secrecy, that public moneys are involved
and that everything should be out in the open. Trish
Jones worked for a former Labor Minister and came
from a factional background. When she had a falling
out with that Minister her payout was determined
by the Equal Opportunity Board. It is interesting,
however, that a Minister in the former government
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instructed the Solicitor-General to ensure that the
payout was kept a secret from the public as well as
members of this Chamber and the other place so that
no-one knew anything about how much she was
going to get.
The Minister who insisted on that confidentiality
clause was none other than the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition, the former Attorney-General. He did
not want the public to know that $90 000 was paid
as settlement to Trish Jones.
It is worth highlighting the hypocrisy of the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition. It is all very well for him
to talk about exposing hard working public servants
who have a right to some confidentiality. The public
obviously has a right to know the band in which
people are employed in the Public Service, and the
government is happy to provide that information.
However, the government does not intend to make
public every precise detail of individual contracts.
The government is concerned that people have been
paid huge benefits and entitlements well above the
normal Public Service structure on the basis that
they had an association with the Labor Party.
I draw to the attention of the House the double
standards in this motion. This is an absurd attack by
the opposition. Payments made by the former
government to public servants were not spread
evenly across the board; they were not given to
people on the basis of performance. The opposition
is criticiSing the government for establishing a
system where people will be paid on performance. It
is amazing to hear the comments of the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition that senior public servants
should not be subject to performance standards and
should not be remunerated accordingly. When the
Labor Party was in government it operated under
the system that if you were a mate or a factional ally,
a sneaky, backroom deal would be done to ensure a
private arrangement better than those available to
anyone else in the public sector. That is the sort of
thing we need to move away from.
The government must ensure that the Public Service
is brought back to the position that existed some
years ago when it was apolitical and when rewards
were based on performance and outcomes and not
just for being a mate.
It is worth considering some of the payouts,
particularly those made to Peter Parkinson and Jeff
Gordon of the former Ministry of Transport. Jeff
Gordon received a golden parachute - some
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$93 000 was paid out to him following his separation
from the public sector. The money was paid out
based not on a contract drawn up along Public
Service guidelines but on a contract drawn up by
Mr Gordon. Every member of the opposition is
aware of that because it is on the public record. He
drew the contract up for himself, and it contained
the most extraordinary clauses.
The contracts of both Mr Gordon and Mr Parkinson
had similar clauses providing that if the person
subject to the contract were shifted to another
position within the public sector that he did not
want, the parachute clause could be triggered and
that person could walk away from the Public
Service. The contracts provided that Mr Gordon and
Mr Parkinson would receive what came to be called
the golden parachute so that they would walk away
with a $100 000 lump sum on top of superannuation
entitlements and everything else.
They are the type of rorts this government had to
stop; that is the situation it had to address. The
payouts made to Peter Parkinson and Jeff Gordon
bore no relationship to performance; the payments
were made simply because they were factional allies
with the particular Minister with whom they
worked. The government must ensure public
scrutiny of these issues and must abolish the rorts
that have existed in the past.
I am sure opposition members remember Ms Ann
Morrow and how she was paid well over $100 000 as
a result of a Public Service contract, a Labor Party
contract drawn up for her by the then Premier, the
current Leader of the Opposition. Ms Morrow
received more than $100 000 and walked straight
into another government position after being paid
that massive largess.
The claim of the Deputy Leader of the Opposition
that the coalition is being secretive is a sick joke
when one looks at the Labor Party's record while in
government. The Cain-Kirner administrations will
go down in history as the most reactively secret
governments this State has ever seen.
Honourable members will remember a range of
contracts the former government became involved .
in which led to some of the financial shenanigans
that made the last decade of administration in this
State infamous around this country. Remember the
sale and lease-back arrangements for the rail system
and what happened when the public tried to find
out how the contracts were drawn up? Remember
the shenanigans involved in the bypassing of
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Australian Loan Council borrowing arrangements?
That was criticised by every other State government
in the country and created great embarrassment for
the Federal Treasurer. A public inquiry has now
shown clearly that every financial guideline set
down by the Auditor-General and Treasury was
ignored totally.
This government is determined to get away from
those days, and I find it absolutely astounding that
the Deputy Leader of the Opposition lectured the
government on financial management and
accountability when members of the Labor Party
were a pack of shysters while in government.
Remember the Victorian Economic Development
Corporation, the Victorian Investment Corporation
and the various deals that went on in that area?
Honourable members might also recall the activities
of Premier Cain's former press secretary, Jean
Walsh, and the former Labor Lord Mayor of
Melbourne, Bill Deveney. After being removed from
their government positions they were provided with
employment with the Melbourne Major Events
Secretariat. Again it was a case of jobs for the boys
and girls and damn the cost to the taxpayers of
Victoria.
The former Minister for Police and Emergency
Services, the honourable member for Carrum, paid
Ms Kay McNiece approximately $50 000 in fees for
contract work for his department even though she
had accumulated some $14 000 in outstanding traffic
infringement notices.
The former Minister for Transport, the Honourable
Peter Spyker, paid Ms McNiece some $400 000 for
contract work. Those payments came to light only
when the coalition parties were elected to
government. They were hushed up by the former
Labor government because they were the last things
that it wanted the public to know.
Mr Kim Carr, who stood for election to the Senate at
the recent Federal election, was paid some $53 000
by the then Department of Planning and Housing
only because, as was well known, the then Minister
for Planning and Housing was a member of the
same faction as Mr Carr. The Labor government
abused the Public Service Act to get its mates on the
public payroll. It was a matter of how many snouts
could get in the trough. Anyone who has seen pigs
at the trough knows that the pigs that squeal the
loudest are those that are pulled away from the
trough, and that is what is happening now. The
squealing from the other side is coming from the
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pigs that have been dragged from the trough. The
government will have no bar of sneaky, spendthrift
deals that will bankrupt the State.
The Deputy Leader of the Opposition alleges that
the government is acting secretly in offering salary
packages to heads of departments. The schedules
attached to the legislation detail the rates of pay of
senior public servants. The government will not
provide all the details of those salary packages
because of privacy considerations rather than
secrecy. Senior public servants need protection from
the disclosure of personal details. They have not
been appointed because of their political
background or after vetting by the Victorian Trades
Hall Council. They have been appointed on their
ability and performance and their employment will
continue on that basis. If they perform they will
continue to be employed, but if they do not perform
their successors will.
I see nothing wrong in giving four weeks notice for
the dismissal of senior public servants. The socialist
philosophy would allow those people to get away
with mediocrity for years on end. The government
does not apologise for attempting to get the best out
of the Public Service. The taxpayers pay the salaries
of public servants and the government has a
responsibility to ensure that it gets best value for
money.
We must challenge public servants to achieve
workplace reforms so that Victoria ceases to be the
rust-bucket State. Our Public Service must be the
best in Australia so that Victoria can compete not
just with other Australian States but with the rest of
the world.
It is disappointing and strange that a potential

aspirant for the leadership of the Australian Labor
Party is encouraging mediocrity - that is what led
Victoria to this disastrous situation. Victoria's public
servants have reacted enthusiastically to the changes
proposed by the government. People now have a
vision for the future and they are being challenged
personally. The same thing occurs in the private
sector and there is no reason why it should not occur
in the Public Service. The government wants to
challenge public servants so that they perform at
their best and I have no doubt that the government
will achieve its aims in the future.
I am disappointed that the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition has now left the Chamber. The
honourable member is on tenterhooks because he is
trying to get his numbers up for the challenge for the
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leadership of his party. When he is tied up in a
debate in this Chamber he knows the honourable
member for SWlShine is on the phone caucusing
with his Parliamentary colleagues. The government
does not mind if the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition leaves the Chamber to ring his
Parliamentary colleagues and continues
backstabbing his Leader. The government is amazed
at the treacherous way in which the Deputy Leader
of the Opposition has undermined his Leader. It
illustrates the state of the Labor Party in Victoria.

The former government created a new role of
facilitator. It is an interesting word. Government
departments and public corporations employed
union officials at top public servants rates to
facilitate their industrial relations. An officer at the
Monash Medical Centre said five years industrial
peace had been bought by employing facilitators at
an annual rate of $90000 each. It was a method of
paying off union heavies. The Peter Parkinsons and
Jeff Gordons of this world had most unusual
contracts, which had no basis in decency.

I remind honourable members that Jeff Gordon was
given a redundancy payment on the basis of an
WlSigned contract! The government had no problem
in paying him $93 000 because he was a mate of the
Labor Party and it would help keep the factions
happy. The government is not prepared to act like
that. It is committed to radical reform of the Public
Service so that Victoria is competitive with the rest
of the world. It will not allow senior Public Service
positions to be vetted by the Trades Hall Council, as
occurred during the past decade.

We must ensure that we do not throw good money
after bad. As Victoria recovers we must get value for
our money. We need to tackle the deficit that was
left by the former government. When it was
defeated in October last year the deficit was
$3000 million above a Budget income of $12 billion,
25 per cent more than Victoria earns. It will take
many years to ensure that Victoria returns to a stable
financial footing. The government is prepared to
undertake the restructuring of the Public Service and
to ensure that people are accountable; it will ensure
that they are paid on the basis of performance and
not because of whom they know.

The Deputy Leader of the Opposition alleges that
the government has doctored the contracts of senior
public servants. I remind the House that the
honourable member for Broadmeadows, when a
member of the other place, received considerable
publicity for doctoring a report of his speech in
Hansard, but he has the gall to accuse the
government of doctoring contracts! The honourable
member was caught red-handed doctoring the
Hansard report; it was well publicised in reports in
the Age at the time.
The government has the task of getting value from
the finances of the Sta te. It will not fri tter money on
organisations that were funded by the previous
government. Honourable members will recall that
government made a grant of $55 000 to the
Prostitutes Collective of Victoria. Is that good use of
taxpayers' money?
The former government paid $4.5 million directly to
the Trades Hall Council and gave taxpayers' money
to artists-in-residence schemes. Funding for capital
works was provided for the benefit of the former
government's mates. It provided $5000 for the
printing of banners and gave the Trades Hall
Council $50 000 to study workplace conditions such
as child care. Capital works funding of $3 million
was provided to refurbish the Trades Hall. A range
of organisations has received government benefits
paid for by long-suffering taxpayers.

Mr THWAITES (Albert Park) - Before the
election the government promised open and
accountable government, but we have not seen
anything like that. That has not been the case with
payments to public servants. This government is
characterised by punishment, pain, greed and
secrecy, and that is exemplified by the amount of
information provided about senior public servants'
contracts. Public servants have been punished. If
they are not yes-men they have been sacked or their
conditions have been removed. Only a few top
public servants - a few greedy ones - have
received extraordinary salary payments, but the
whole issue has been shrouded in secrecy.
The Deputy Premier referred to private sector
contracts. He said that private sector employees
have their salary ranges disclosed in bands. I believe
the broadband level 9 salary in the Public Sector
Management Act is between $225 000 and $295 000.
When one considers that the salaries of public sector
bureaucrats are meant to be similar to the private
sector, one must determine where salaries fit when
the range is of the order of $70 000.
The government is following the decent chap rule.
Sir Humphrey Appleby in Yes, Minister said, ''The
city and the civil service both follow the decent chap
rule. Decent chaps don't check up on decent chaps
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to see whether they are behaving decently". That
sums it up!

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr THWAITES - The public has a right to
know; it has a right to ensure that certain people are
behaving decently at a time when many employees
are receiving pay cuts and the government is paying
huge salaries to senior public servants.
During the first weeks of the new government almost from day one -10 senior public servants
were drummed out publicly - Mr Kennan - Eleven!
Mr THWAITES - It was not done privately. It
was done publicly. The Herald-Sun was there with
cameras as the public servants walked out after
being given their marching orders by the Premier.
The headlines read, "Fat cats axed". Those people
had given years of service, even under former
conservative governments, but they were sacked
publicly. If those cats were fat the ones that have
followed are positively gargantuan. They were given
$250 000 up-front and a bonus of another $250 000.
Together they are able to receive a pot of gold of
$1.25 million at the end of their contract periods.
Mr Finn interjected.
Mr THWAITES - Perhaps the honourable
member for Tullamarine has a copy of the contracts.
The public has not seen them, I have not seen them
and the opposition has not seen them. No-one has
been given a copy. Perhaps when he next interjects
the honourable member will give details of the
salaries of those people. Say something useful for a
change!
At first it was said that the salary range began at
$220 000, but the figure seems to have increased to
$250 000. The Minister for Industry and
Employment said he may provide details, but then
he said that he would not. He said that at some time
in the future, if it is prudent, he will make the details
public. I ask the Minister to release those details. It is
prudent that they be released.
It is extraordinary that the Premier expected
Victorians to pull in their belts but then said of their
salaries, 'We are not going to be guided by previous
salaries; it does not matter what we pay them. It is
the performance and not the salary that matters".
That is an extraordinary statement at a time the rest
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of the community is being asked to pull in its belt
and take a pay cut.
At the same time another extraordinary event
occurred. The Herald-Sun criticised the government.
It criticised Jeff Kennett for his secrecy and for his
hypocrisy. This was the same Mr Kennett who
talked about open government and releasing the
details of settlements made by the former
government. But as soon as he got into government
he did a backflip.
The 9 October Age editorial also criticised the
Premier. It says:
The least pleasing aspect of Mr Kennett's Public Service
shake-up has been the secrecy with which he has
surrounded details of salary packages and employment
conditions - especially the package offered to
Mr Baxter, which is reported to be worth at least
$220 000 a year.

The Age did not know precisely what Mr Baxter's
salary was. It suggested that it was $220 000 and it
was only later that it was found to be considerably
more, perhaps $60 000 or $70 000 more than the
$220 000 suggested.
Prior to the election the Premier said he would
provide open and accountable government and
denied that there would be contracts for senior
public servants. Within two weeks of getting into
office he announced job contracts for senior public
servants. Government backbenchers are keen to
criticise the Age, and the Premier called the Age
scurrilous for daring to suggest that he would
introduce job contracts. Two weeks after the Premier
came to office, the Age, with some justification,
wrote an editorial saying:
Thus Mr Kennett has revealed himself as a Premier
who is prepared to take the buffoon's liberties with
language, facts, logic and nonnal political consultation.
Mr Kennett's buffoonery is diminishing his personal
credibility and trustworthiness even before his
administration has settled into office.
Yet almost before he had wanned the Premier's chair,
Mr Kennett has shown himself to be unwilling to be
open with either the media or the Public Service about
his political intentions.

Is this approach another backflip or another instance
of a broken promise? We know the Premier went to
the public before the election saying one thing and
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then doing something completely different. We
heard nothing about the $100 home tax or about the
hike in electricity and public transport charges. We
were told we would not lose $1. Within a few short
weeks the holiday leave loading, shift penalties and
award conditions went - everything went. The
Premier went to the electorate saying that
everything would be all right under a coalition
government, but when he attained office he gave a
bit to his greedy friends - he made the fat cats
fatter -and inflicted pain on the community.
It really was a smart Machiavellian act and perhaps
now Or Hewson is wishing he had adopted the
same policy. Dr Hewson was a little more honest
with the electorate; he said what he was going to do
and the electorate made its judgment. At the Federal
election last Saturday the community made a choice
based on information being properly presented to it.
The Victorian coalition parties were smart because
they did not tell the public what they intended to do
and they won office. However, there will be a
reckoning; there will be another time when the
public will be able to judge what the coalition
parties have done. The next time the Victorian
people come to vote they will have the correct
information because they will have seen what the
government has done. The Machiavellian approach
the Premier adopted may not be so successful next
time.
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and if the Premier has read The Prince perhaps that is
his motivation in this case.

I shall now refer to the salary packages and how
they reveal whether the government is open and
accountable. Unfortunately, the details have not
been revealed but what has been revealed by leaks
and dribbles or by being dragged out of the
government through freedom of information
requests is that Mr Baxter is on a salary range of
somewhere between $235 000 and $297 000.
Mr Finn interjected.
Mr THWAITES - The honourable member for
Tullamarine does not understand, but the
informa tion is that there is a salary band and
Mr Baxter is within that band at level 9. It is a happy
band and I would be happy to be in it. The head of
the Treasury appears to be in the same band with a
salary of approximately $250 000. The head of the
Deparbnent of Health and Community Services, Or
John Paterson, also receives approximately
$250 000. We do not know the details but we know
that Dr Paterson remarked to his officers within the
department that such a sum implied that he should
have a new Porsche and a mistress! Perhaps the
government is making the lease payments on that
Porsche, too.
An honourable member interjected.

Perhaps the Premier had been reading
Machiavelli - -

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr THW AITES - No, the Deputy Premier
would not have read it but perhaps the Premier did.
In his book The Prince Machiavelli had this to say
about paying advisers and senior public servants:
The prince should think of the adviser in order to keep
him good - honouring him, making him wealthy,
putting him in his debt, giving him a share of the
honours and the responsibilities - so that the adviser
sees that he cannot exist without the prince.

That is exactly what this is all about. It is about
patronage and having senior public servants who at
one time gave independent advice but are now
completely subject to the whim of the Minister, the
political master. If at any time those public servants
fail to be yes-men and to give the responses the
Minister wants, they will be dismissed with four
weeks notice. Machiavelli certainly referred to this

Mr THWAITES - Maybe it is a BMW; it would
not be a Ferrari. Or Paterson has the Porsche,
Mr Johns has the BMW and that other fellow may
still have the Ferrari.
It is interesting to compare those salaries with the
salaries of other public servants around Australia.
The head of the deparbnent of the Prime Minister in
Canberra receives $130 000, less than half what is
being paid to the head of the deparbnent in Victoria.

An Honourable Member - Victoria is more
important.
Mr THWAITES - That is a typical comment
from a government member. It would be fairly hard
to convince the public that the head of a State
department should be paid twice the amount paid to
the head of an Australian government deparbnent.
The head of the Deparbnent of Health and
Community Services in Victoria is paid $250 000
plus bonus, whereas the head of health and
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community services in the Australian government
receives $120 189, less than half.
An honourable member interjected.
Mr THWAITES - There may be a few other
things, but honourable members do not know about
them. Perhaps the honourable member for Wantirna
has some information that he can reveal, perhaps
information might be revealed through the Freedom
of Information Act or perhaps we just have to accept
the general "feel good, trusting" process that
honourable members have been told we are going to
have now.
Mr Kennan - He could be a decent chap!
Mr THWAITES - He could be a decent chap.
Perhaps that information could be made available,
but it has not been made available.
Honourable members have been told that a
substantial number of positions will be cut, which
will lead to some savings, so doubling the salaries of
the remaining officers will not increase the public
sector bill by one cent. That is wrong, of course,
because people who have been occupying positions
are still by and large in those positions. No real
saving has been made.
I have referred to the heads in the Premier's
department, Treasury and health. The salaries of
other senior public servants should also be
considered. One is Mr Millane, who was appointed
as Secretary to the Department of Energy and
Minerals. That appointment was extraordinary and
was also shrouded in mystery. Honourable
members did not hear about the appointment or
how it was made. Mr Millane jumped three or four
levels in the Senior Executive Service. He jumped
over his old boss and sacked him, and then he was
sacked himself not much more than a month later!
What is the story about him? Who knows? Members
of the opposition cannot find out; what happened to
him is a secret.
Honourable members do know that statements were
made in another place about leaks for which
Mr Millane may have been responsible. One might
surmise that Mr Millane was the source of leaks to
the current government when it was in opposition.
One might also surmise that that perhaps had some
influence on his rapid rise in seniority.
Mr Roper - We do know that he was the source
of leaks!
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Mr Kennan - But he was sacked?
Mr THWAITES - I don't know if he even got
the four weeks notice!
Mr Roper - Is he a special projects officer in
Premiers?
Mr THWAITES - I don't know. There are a lot
of special projects officers in Premiers; perhaps he is
treading grapes in the basement of the Premier's
office!
Under the Freedom of Information Act I have
sought details of a number of senior Public Service
contracts. The response I have had has been less
than helpful; obstacles have been put in my path
and at every step I have faced delays, objections or
exemptions. I have had anything but information,
anything but open accountability.
In October of last year I wrote to the Department of
Premier and Cabinet seeking details of Mr Baxter's
income. What did I get? Some six or seven weeks
later I got a copy of the Order in Council appointing
him, and that was all. It showed that he had a salary
of $117 042, with an expense account in excess of
$5000, giving him a total of approximately $122 000.
How is that? How is it that the Order in Council has
Mr Baxter paid apprOximately $122 000, whereas
even on the limited information that is available
honourable members know that Mr Baxter is
earning between $250 000 and $290 OOO? Why does
the Order in Council not reflect the payment being
made to him?
Certainly disclosure is the appropriate course; that is
what should have happened and would have
happened under the previous Act. It should be
applicable under the Public Sector Management Act,
but it is not; his salary is not to be revealed.
Subsequent to making an internal appeal I received
a copy of a letter from Mr Baxter to the Premier the letter dated 8 October to which the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition has referred today. Of
course, all the interesting material is exempted from
the Freedom of Information Act. All the details of
what he is to be paid - Mr Lupton - Who brought in the rules for FoI?
Mr THW AITES - This party introduced the
Freedom of Information Act and your party is trying
to wipe it out! What you don't realise - -
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The AcrING SPEAKER (Mr Richardson) Order! The honourable member will direct his
remarks to the Chair. I remind him that when he
uses expressions such as those he has just used he is
reflecting upon the Chair.
Mr THWAITES - The honourable member for
Knox obviously knows very little about the Freedom
of Information Act. What he also does not know is
that the exemptions have not been approved by the
Administrative Appeals Tribunal. The exemptions
have been claimed by the government at this stage,
but I suggest that the honourable member for Knox
wait until the matter is heard before the
Administrative Appeals Tribunal and its members
have had their say.
Of course, that is dependent on the appeal process
still being available and the new government not
having eliminated that process by the time the
matter gets on for a hearing. I hope the government
would not consider such an act, but certainly
rumours exist and suggestions have been made that
that might occur.
That is what has happened in respect of Mr Baxter. I
also sought details of payments made - that is,
payroll records and the salary package - and I
received no information in response to any of those
requests. The matter will be the subject of an appeal
to the Administrative Appeals Tribunal.
The next senior public servant about whom I sought
information was the Secretary to the Department of
Business and Employment, Mr Brouwer. The
information I got in respect of his employment is
interesting, in that apparently he is getting exactly
what he got before. So he is apparently not one of
the new breed. Obviously he is not one of the yes
men; he is just getting his old salary package, which
is approximately $119 000. I have a letter from
Mr Baxter in which he confirms Mr Brouwer's
appointment and says that the conditions of his
employment with the Victorian government are to
remain unaltered from those that were in force on 5
October. So Mr Brouwer gets the same amount.
Mr Heffernan - He is not in the real world, in
the private sector.

Mr THWAITES - Mr Brouwer is not getting one
of the packages, but I invite honourable members to
consider what his deputy is being paid. This is not
the person to whom Mr Brouwer reports but the
person who reports to Mr Brouwer: Mr Greg John is
Mr Brouwer's deputy. I have received some
information under the Freedom of Information Act
about how Mr John was appointed. A document
tha t has been released is headed:
Request for the creation of a prescribed office of
Director, Industrial Relations and Employment and
appointment of Mr Gregory John.

It states:
The Minister, the Hon. P. Gude, MP, Minister for
Industry and Employment has indicated to me that he
wishes to engage Mr Gregory John as Director
Industrial Relations and Employment.

Quite clearly that position was not going to be
created through the normal processes in the public
sector. Nor is the pOSition created as I understand
positions normally are created, with the head of the
department having responsibility for the
appointment of staff. The position is to be created by
way of a Ministerial direction.
Mr Wells interjected.
Mr THWAITES - No, what the Labor Party did
was make it clear who the Ministerial advisers were,
but what your government is doing is filling the
Public Service with your mates! I shall read on after
the paragraph that discloses that Mr Gude seeks to
create the position and have Mr John appointed to it.
The document contains the details of his
employment:
The position to be occupied by Mr John is at deputy
secretary level in the department and involves
complete responsibility for the provision of the policy
advisory framework necessary for the implementation
of the government's industrial relations policy.

The part of the document that contains the details of
Mr John's income is all blacked out. That is what we
get under freedom of information - blacked out
lines because of exemptions!

Mr THWAITES - He is not getting the package.
Mr Wells interjected.
Mr Heffernan - That's right; he is one of the
protected.
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Mr THWAITES - I suppose we should be
gra teful for small mercies.
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The documents contain some limited information
about Mr John, such as his remuneration of $164 000
per annum.
Mr Wells - How much?
Mr THW AITES - It is $164 000 per annum, yet
his boss receives $119 000. How is it that the boss
receives some $40 000 less than his deputy? One can
conclude only that Mr John is one of the decent
chaps and that the decent chaps get these extra
super amounts.
Mr Heffeman - In the private sector they would
lose their jobs on the spot. In the private sector you
lose your job the next day.
Mr THWAITES - The one thing he will not lose
is the payments on his BMW. Who is paying the
BMW payments for Mr John? The limited
information we have shows that the government is
paying for Mr John's private car lease. What are the
arrangements for that? It is extraordinary.
Mr Heffeman - Your Ministers had their liquor
bills paid by the taxpayer. Why don't you talk about
that?
The ACTING SPEAKER - I am delighted with
the enthusiasm but I invite the honourable member
to continue. He has 1 minute remaining.
Mr THW AITES - There are public servants
driving around in government-funded foreign cars.
That is great for Victoria! I thought we were all
about providing for Victoria.

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr THWAITES - I am happy to answer the
question of the honourable member for Doncaster. I
drive a car that is made in Port Melbourne, which is
in my electorate. I drive a Toyota Camry.
Mr Perton - What about your wife?
Mr THWAITES - She does not drive.
The ACTING SPEAKER - The honourable
member's time has expired.
Mr RYAN (Gippsland South) - The moving of
this motion is an exercise in absolute and fatuous
nonsense. It is supported by hypocrisy on a most
outrageously grand scale. Honourable members
have heard the Deputy Premier refer to a litany of

Wednesday, 17 March 1993

payments that were made by the former
administration of this State when it had the
responsibility for running Victoria, with the
consequence that it lost government on 3 October.
The members of that former administration have the
hide to stand here today and criticise the
government for the activities it has undertaken for
the purpose of renewing and reinvigorating
Victoria's Public Service system.
As the Minister for Small Business has quite rightly
said, the fact is that, unfortunately, for years our
Public Service was inured to the impact of the
recession, which had absolutely impaled Victoria on
the horns of a Labor government. As one of its
priorities, the government set out to re-establish the
integrity of the Public Service, particularly at senior
levels.
Honourable members have heard today from both
the Deputy Leader of the Opposition and the
honourable member for Albert Park more of the
same sorts of things that had brought this State to its
knees over the past decade - the recipe for
mediocrity. Honourable members opposite regard
all these things in the blackest terms and put the
blackest interpretation on them. They do not
consider them on an incentive-related basis as
attempts to assist people in the performance of their
duties in the Public Service.
I adopt the comments of honourable members who
say that Victoria is well and ably served by a strong
Public Service - I have no argument with that. The
government wants to give them more of an incentive
to assist them in performing their duties.
The motion refers to senior Public Service positions,
and it is to the wording of the motion that I direct
my comments. The first point I make relates to the
Public Sector Management Act 1992. Its introduction
was one of the innovative initiatives this
government undertook as soon as it took the reins of
government in Victoria. It set out to re-establish the
integrity of the Victorian Public Service. The
provisions of that Act bear examination in this
debate. Section 1 provides:
The purpose of this Act is to reform the management of
the Victorian public sector.

That is what the government set out to do. Section 3
sets out the objects of the Act, the first of which is:
(a) to enable Victorian public sector employees to be
brought under the general industrial framework
established. by the Employee Relations Act 1992,
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on a similar footing to employees in the private
sector;

That is what we are about - getting these people
into performance-based arrangements whereby they
can be in the same sort of situation as those in the
driving part of Victoria, the private sector. That was
an unknown concept to honourable members on the
opposition side of the House, and it is certainly
unknown these days because there is hardly
anything left for those people as a result of the
former government's endeavours~
One of the driving aims of the legislation is to enable
Victorian public sector employees to be brought
under the general industrial framework established
by the Employee Relations Act 1992 on a similar
footing to employees in the private sector.
The further objects of the Act are:
(b) to promote among public sector employees a spirit

of service to the community; -

a positive move (c)

to emphasise the principles of merit, responsible
management, management competence and
efficiency within the Victorian public sector;

(d) to maintain appropriate standards of integrity and
conduct for employees in the Victorian public
sector;

It is all laid out in the Act, and there is no jumping at

shadows, as is occurring on the opposition side of
the House.
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Electricity Commission, Gas and Fuel Corporation,
Coal Corporation and Renewable Energy Authority.

This is big business on any scale, private or public,
and I am sure my friends opposite would not demur
at the fact that we want the best people to run these
entities. That is what the government has set out to
do.
The end of the advertisement contains the following
words:
An attractive remuneration package based on total cost
to employer, -

there are no hidden payments and no payments of
the nature that the Deputy Premier read out to the
point of exhaustion and consistent with the importance of the task, will be
negotiated with the successful applicant. Employment
will be on a performance-based contract for an initial
period of up to five years subject to possible extension
by agreement.
Applications marked ''Personal and Confidential" ...

I shall come back to that.
The second advertisement to which I refer is for the
same sort of position in the Department of Justice,
Victoria. It contains the same words: that a "senior
executive" is required, and that the department has
a budget of $1.015 billion per annum. The
advertisement states:

Section 49 of the Act provides:
"executive position" means a chief executive position or
a senior executive position;

As Secretary to the Department of Justice, the
appointee will be required to coordinate the varied
functions of the department ...

That is what we are talking about today.

It then goes on to describe what is required.

It is relevant at this point to examine some of the

There is similar wording in regard to remuneration,
personnel and confidentiality. Thirdly, the
documentation for the Chief Executive of the
Department of the Treasury states:

positions that are contemplated by the legislation. I
have before me a copy of the Victorian Public Seroice
Notices of 26 January 1993, which contains an
advertisement for the position of Chief Executive of
the Department of Energy and Minerals Victoria. It
refers to a senior executive - picking up the terms
of the legislation - with outstanding management
skills. It is to be noted that the energy and minerals
portfolio has an annual budget of $4 billion and a
staff of 17500. The advertisement states:
This new department is the central body in the energy
and minerals portfolio which includes the State

As Secretary to the Department of the Treasury, the
appointee will coordinate the financial management
and economic policies of government and manage the
State's budgetary requirements.

The overall 1991-92 Budget was of the order of $13.4
billion. The document then sets out the
remuneration package, which has a value in the
vicinity of $250 000.
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The documents to which I have referred indicate the
nature of the individuals about whom we are talking
and the scale of responsibility they are obliged to
discharge. They are of significance to the future
administration of Victoria.
Section 51 of the Public Sector Management Act
refers to remuneration packages. Section 51(1) states:
Schedule 3 specifies ranges of remuneration packages
for executive officers or classes of executive officers.

Schedule 3 provides for such packages, but the
opposition says that the figures are under the lap,
no-one knows what is going on and it is a shocking
state of affairs. The top band in Schedule 3 ranges
from $235 300 to $297 500. The opposition wants to
debate the issue on the basis that the government is
paying such executives huge amounts of money, of
which the citizens of the State are unaware. Such
remuneration packages are drawn up every day of
the week in the private world; they are put together
on this sort of basis. There is nothing extraordinary
about that.
Section 55 of the Act provides that the employment
of executive officers is to be governed by contract of
employment. That is referred to in the
advertisements. Section 55(2) states:
A contract of employment must specify the date on
which it expires which must not be more than 5 years
after the date on which it came into force.

Section 55(5) states:
A contract of employment of an executive officer may
be terminated by either party to the contract on giving
4 weeks notice of termination to the other party.

The Deputy Leader of the Opposition says that the
contracts of such people are to be terminated
without notice. I expect that those who apply for
such positions would investigate what the
conditions are or, alternatively, seek adVice.
Section 59 of the Act refers to legal proceedings.
Subsection (2) states:
An appeal does not lie in relation to the employment of
an executive officer to any appeal or review body
established by or under this Act.

Section 59(4) states:
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This section does not prevent a person applying to a
court for review of a decision relating to the
employment of an executive officer other than in
relation to a matter referred to in subsection (3).

If the executive officer has a problem he or she can
go to court to be heard.

Section 60(2) provides for the monetary
remuneration and employment benefits for an
executive officer. It states:
The total amount of (a) the annual rate of monetary remuneration for an
executive officer; and
(b) the annual cost of his or her employer of
employment benefits provided for an executive
officer-

under his or her contract of employment must be equal
to the amount of the remuneration package for the
executive officer.

The section states in a defined way the total cost to
the employer. The government wants to ensure that
the payments will attract the best people. Such
payments are capped. That has been acknowledged
by the honourable member for Albert Park. I do not
believe the opposition is alleging that these people
are being paid against the law over and above what
the schedule provides. I do not hear any interjections
to that effect. I safely presume that we are talking
about payments within the bands provided in the
legislation. Those employed under the legislation are
top executives. I have heard the whining and pining
from the opposition about the purportedly huge
sums being paid.
The Age newspaper of 8 April 1992 lists the top
executive payments in Australia for 1990-91. Of the
50 companies listed only one pays less than $200 000
a year. Executives in the government are
administering billions of dollars. Executives are
entitled to confidentiality; it is a basic tenet in the
way they carry out their tasks. The Deputy Leader of
the OppOSition says, ''But what about these poor
people?" If one does not like the terms of a contract
one does not have to apply for the job; one can go
elsewhere. The government is interested in the top
performers and now has them. The State will pull its
way out of the mire because the government has the
courage to employ such people, who will drive
Victoria. The positions are not statutory
appointments. If they were appointments to the
judiciary they would be provided for in the
legislation. The government wants the top people to
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assist it in achieving its aims, and it is because of the
initiatives adopted by the government that it will get
the top executives.
I have no personal ill will towards the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition or the honourable
members for Albert Park, Doncaster or Berwick, but
one of the realities of life is that they are barristers
who are used to advancing a point of view. I am a
simple country lawyer. Far be it from me to take
umbrage with the Deputy Leader of the Opposition,
a member of Her Majesty's Counsel. Experience
over the years has dictated that barristers do a
magical job of taking a point and developing it. I
have no difficulty with that. Indeed, with the
greatest respect, we heard today a terrific speech
from the Deputy Leader of the Opposition. The
trouble is that it has no practical application. The
real world works differently from the one envisaged
by the Deputy Leader of the Opposition.
An honourable member interjected.
Mr RYAN - Often it has been said that barristers
need a good solicitor to look after them. I came into
Parliament only last October, but I understand that
the attempted Sandridge development cost
Victorians about $120 million. The practicality of this
development is a matter of some concern.
I heard the Minister for Public Transport announce
in the House yesterday the resolution of what
proved to be a very difficult, if not impossible,
problem with the unions for the Minister of a couple
of years ago. To the great credit of the Minister for
Public Transport and to the equally great credit of
the 11 unions involved, a settlement has been
negotiated on a potentially troublesome issue. Two
years ago trams were lined up and down Swans ton
Street; this was the situation in the real world.
The Deputy Leader of the Opposition spoke about
the degree of fear and loathing, for want of a better
expression, of those in the Public Service who had to
enter into contracts. That happens every day of the
week in private enterprise. Senior management
comes and goes. Unfortunately that is the way of the
world.
Regrettably the government, in resurrecting Victoria,
had to make some changes to the basic approach of
members of the Public Service to their tasks,
providing incentives at the same time. On hearing
comments from the opposition about what the
government is doing wrong, I could not help but
think that it was a terrible exercise in hypocrisy.
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The Labor Party, when in government, brought the
State to its knees. It has left us with a $3 billion per
annum current account deficit and with a $60 billion
deficit to accommodate in the years to come - that
is, around $13 000 or thereabouts for every child,
man and woman in the State. The worst thing the
Labor Party did, over and above all else, was to take
away from people hope, dreams and aspirations.
That is why on 3 October the people of Victoria
passed judgment on those who now sit opposite;
may they long occupy the opposition benches,
because what is required in the real world is to get
the State out of the hole into which it has been
plunged. There is only one way to do this, and the
government will not be persuaded by the whining
nonsense from the opposition in the months since
we were elected.
The motion before the House is fatuous nonsense. It
is a representation in classical form of why the State
has ended up in trouble after 10 years of Labor
government. The opposition should be ashamed.
Ms KIRNER (Leader of the Opposition) - The
honourable member for Gippsland South has
confirmed what every person in Victoria has
suspected: that is, that it is the view of the
government that the public does not have a right to
know. That is not something I invented or
something I am using for political purposes. The
honourable member denied everything that the
Premier asked the Governor to say in his speech and
that the Governor said.
The honourable member for Gippsland South said
that the public of Victoria does not have a right to
know. This debate is not about the peripheries of
government; it goes to the central process of
government: good government is about people
having the right to know how the State is being
governed.
An honourable member interjected.
Ms KIRNER - The honourable member for
Doncaster can interject as much as he likes. I hope
that he is just as noisy when the Premier seeks to
amend the Freedom of Information Act to stop
vexatious requests from being made.
Until today I have never heard a member of
Parliament say that the public does not have the
right to know. But I am pleased that one person in
the House is prepared to acknowledge the
philosophy of this government. It does not matter
that the public has rejected that very attitude
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through the Federal election. That does not seem to
have been noticed by the honourable member for
Gippsland South.
The people of Australia have rejected that attitude;
they have said, "Hold on a minute. We don't like
Dr Hewson's policies because he was exclusive in
the way he wanted to implement government".
Government members do not have to take my word;
they could listen to what Dame Beryl Beaurepaire
and Malcolm Fraser have had to say. They have both
said very clearly that if a party excludes the interests
of the people from government and from its policies
it will not get into government.
Mr Leigh - That's why you are out of
government.
Ms KIRNER - I suggest that the honourable
member for Mordialloc interject from his own place
rather than from the table, or stay silent.
The AcrING SPEAKER (Mr E. R. Smith) Order! I will take care of him when his time comes.
The honourable member for Mordialloc will
remember where he is.
Ms KIRNER - Perhaps he could tell us where he
is. The motion moved by the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition is about the centrality to good
government of openness, of openness in the process
of decision making. The people of Victoria are
entitled to know what is in those employment
contracts because they are entitled to judge for
themselves whether the contracts are appropriate.
Mr Perton interjected.
The AcrING SPEAKER - Order! The
honourable member for Doncaster will get his turn
next.
Ms KIRNER - Secrecy has never been a feature
of good government. While the details of contracts
are being deliberately left secret, how does the
public know whether we are getting good
government?
An honourable member interjected.
Ms KIRNER - The honourable member knows
what happened to Senator Coulter! When people do
not know the details of contracts, they are entitled to
fear that those contracts are not in the public
interest. If they cannot see the details of the contract
they are entitled to suspect that they are not in the

Wednesday, 17 March 1993

public interest but are in the government's political
interest.
When the Public Sector Management Bill was
debated opposition members made it clear that that
legislation removed the ability of the Public Service
to give advice without fear or favour. Now stories
are coming through from each sector of the Public
Service about the reign of fear led by some heads of
departments and Ministers. Some public servants
are now not prepared to give advice without fear or
favour.
The opposition suspects that contracts that engender
such fear exist, although it has not seen them.
However, it knows of the four-week termination
provisions that are designed to ensure that the
public interest is not the first master or mistress of
government or the principle of Public Service
decision making. They are designed to ensure that
the political party in power is the first mistress or
master of decision making.
The sad thing is that the contracts will affect not only
the public but also in the long term the quality of
decisions made by the government. If public
servants do not feel that they can give advice
without fear or favour, they will not give the
appropriate advice. They will do a Yes, Minister or
what is now called in our Public Service a Guess,
Minister - that is, a second-guess Minister. They
will do what they think will get them on in their jobs
or ensure that they keep their jobs.
Some senior public servants have adopted the view
that one's first job is no longer to service the public
but is to do over one's buddies. That point came
through in a Public Service briefing given by a
senior departmental head to his SES staff. I
suspect - because we have not seen them - that
the contracts create an atmosphere of fear and
competition, and the public finds that view of
government and Public Service offensive.
Only yesterday the school principals of this State the people along with school councils who are
responsible for our school communities - warned
the Minister for Education that they would not
adopt the instruction given to them by the
Department of Education that they should not make
public comment.
No principal in this State has yet signed a contract,
but what will happen if the requirement not to make
public comments is actually in their contracts? Who
would know if this requirement for secrecy
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continues? One cannot get that information through
the Freedom of Information Act - it is almost
impossible these days to get anything through
Freedom of Information Act within a reasonable
time! One does know what is in the draft code of
conduct, but if the draft becomes the real code of
conduct, how is one to know whether the code of
conduct is one of the conditions of a contract that
has to be signed by public servants?
If that were the case every public servant in this
State would be asked to sign contracts with codes of
conduct attached to them stating that serving the
public interest was not their prime function and that
they must be prepared to take illegal action if it is
cleared by their departments and political masters?
As public servants they would have no defence
against taking such illegal action; those involved in
the Nuremberg trials had no defence. It is not a
defence to be under instructions.

Members of the opposition do not know what the
situation is unless the government grants access to
the contracts. The public does not know whether
people have to agree to the code of conduct as part
of their contracts. If they do they will be putting at
risk both themselves and the public of this State.
As a former Minister for Education I know that good
principals and teachers are prepared to blow the
whistle without referral to their chief executives on
occasions when actions in schools are not in the best
interests of the children. I know their integrity is an
important part of the State system, but if they have
to go to Mr Spring to get approval before they can
actually blow the whistle, and then they are
instructed not to, a lot of children in the community
may suffer.
Is that the type of atmosphere and rule of law - or
non-rule of law - the government wants to create?
Is that the kind of hierarchical, non-cooperative,
competitive, fearful Public Service the government
wants?
I notice that the Minister responsible for the Public
Service in this State, the Premier, is not here for this
debate. This is an extremely important debate that
goes to the heart of government. He was not here for
the start of business, either, yet this debate goes to
the heart of his responsibilities. He should be here.
The Public Service is not the responsibility of the fall
guy at the table. It is not the responsibility of the
Deputy Premier and it is certainly not the
responsibility of the Minister for Small Business,
who is at the table.

285

The debate is about the small business of
government - the central business of
government - yet the Minister responsible is not
here. Isn't that strange? Wasn't he the person who
said before the last State election that he would
restore standards in the Public Service? Did he not
ask the Governor to make that statement in his
speech at the opening of Parliament? The Premier
has certainly set a new standard in the Public
Service, particularly with his wine shops!
Mr Heffeman - It's doing very well; it's making
a profit!
Mr Sandon - And never mind the morality!
Ms KIRNER - Wasn't that an interesting set of
interjections between the Minister for Small Business
and the shadow Minister for Education?
The AcrING SPEAKER - Order! The
interjections are out of order.
Ms KIRNER - But they do go to the interesting
point made impressively this morning by
Archbishops Little and Rayner on the radio. They
said -and it was refreshing to hear on St Patrick's
Day - that the central question of society and
politics was rarely addressed these days, and for
them that question is a morality that respects the
common person and the common good.
Because of the secrecy of the contracts, members of
the opposition do not know whether the
government puts as the centrepiece for public
servants in this State the morality of respect for the
common person and the common good. I suspect it
does not and that it puts the desires of government
and its ideological commitment to certain economic
indicators as the central point. Why is that? If the
morality of respect for the common person and the
common good is the centrepiece of the debate, why
are such people as the Chief Commissioner of Police
and senior public servants with good records saying
that they will not sign those contracts?
One wonders why so few public servants have
signed the contracts. I am sure part of the reason is
that for most of them the performance indicators
and the limited tenure are abhorrent. For example,
the Chief Commissioner of Police is being asked to
sign a contract, one of the performance indicators of
which is whether he is able to reduce the crime rate
by a certain percentage within five years. How can
he agree to sign such a document when he has no
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control over either the resources allocated to his
department or changes in the wider society?
One wonders how the moral imperative of serving
the common people will be honoured if the Chief
Parliamentary Counsel is asked to sign a contract
that allows her to be dismissed at the employer's
whim after the giving of four weeks notice. Her
responsibilities are on a higher plane than most
public servants, because her job involves the right of
the people to have accurately drafted legislation
presented to Parliament. The Chief Parliamentary
Counsel is entitled to the protection of a contract,
but certainly not one that allows her to be dismissed
after only four weeks notice. Her contract should be
available for scrutiny so that all Victorians know the
conditions under which she is being asked to work,
given that she is a servant of the Parliament and the
people and not simply a servant of the government.
The honourable member for South Gippsland has
left the Chamber - and so he should have after the
comments he made. He should understand that the
people of Victoria are entitled to know what is in the
contracts the government is asking members of the
Senior Executive Service to sign, because the role of
the Public Service is to serve the people.
Members of the opposition would like to know why
so many of the State's good public servants have left
the service. We would like to know whether they
were tapped on the shoulder or whether they left
because they were not prepared to sign contracts
that contained provisions allowing them to be
dismissed after only four weeks notice. We would
like to know whether they left because they were
heavied by Ministers or senior public servants.
Perhaps they faced the kind of choice recommended
by Peter Boyle: "Beggars can't be choosers." Or
perhaps they realised that if they signed the
contracts they would be unable to serve the people
in the public interest.
I should like to know why Dr Jean Russell, who is
one of this State's best educators and who has
served both sides of the House very well, did not
sign a contract and left the Public Service. I wonder
whether she left because the contract she was asked
to sign would have prevented her from serving the
public of the southern metropolitan region of the
Department of Education without fear or favour. I
am sure many public servants are asking what will
happen to them and the service when public
servants such as Jean Russell decide to leave the
service.
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All this government cares about is getting its own
way. It has confused the proper processes of
democracy with the simple act of a vote on election
day. It believes democracy has nothing to do with
the participation of the people in the making of
decisions affecting their futures; it limits democracy
to directions from an elected government. Society
will be the poorer for the government's approach,
which was one of the major reasons why the Federal
coalition failed to win government last Saturday.
The people of Victoria were well aware of this
government's abuse of their right to know and their
right to participate in the making of decisions.
As he has said many times before, the Minister for
Police and Emergency Services said this morning
that the government believes in the importance of
scrutiny. That process is not working, given that
before the Federal election the Kennett government
refused to release an analysis of Fightback, to which
the people of Victoria were entitled.
The cover-up tactic backfired: the government's
refusal to release the information had a destructive
influence on the outcome of the Federal election. The
people of Victoria refused to be fooled twice. They
declined to allow the Treasurer to do what he had
done once before as shadow Treasurer. They wanted
to know what was in the documents and they
wondered why the government refused to release
them. In short, they wondered what the government
had to hide.
Why should a public servant who wishes to make
available the information in his or her contract not
be allowed to do so? Before the State election public
servants were covered by Public Service awards that
applied to everyone and were known. That is not the
situation with broadbanding, a term that says very
little about conditions of employment, the criteria by
which public servants are to be judged and the
circumstances under which their employment can
be terminated. Public servants and members of the
community want to know why the government has
refused to release that information and has denied
the right of workers to be protected. I believe the
government does not have that right!
The secrecy surrounding the contracts being offered
to senior public servants is paralysing the
effectiveness of the Public Service. The conversations
of public servants are dominated by the topiC of
contracts. Public servants are trying to work out
whether they can stave off signing the contracts until
they gain Federal award coverage. What a
timewasting focus for discussion for people who are
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supposed to be working for the government and
serving the people of this State.
Public servants doubt the appropriateness of
working for a government that does not respect the
value of their traditional role of giving advice to the
government without fear or favour. The problem
could be easily resolved by the government's
putting into practice the framework for Public
Service employment referred to in the Governor's
speech and enunciated many times before the State
election by the then Leader of the OppOSition. The
Premier said he believed in the disclosure of all the
details concerning the conditions enjoyed by public
servants, the work they were supposed to do, the
salaries they received and the right to security of
tenure. And he said all those provisions should be
included in agreements negotiated between the
government and its workers.
The result of last Saturday'S Federal election should
teach the Kennett government that the people of
Victoria do not like to be denied information and
excluded from participating in decision making. The
Kennett government must understand that the
people of Victoria do not like restrictive policies that
prevent them from finding out about the bases of
employment of their public servants.
Over the past two decades members of the
community have become used to participating in the
democratic process, but if that is to continue they
must be properly informed. The government's
secrecy is based on a belief that access to information
should be unbalanced - in other words, that
Ministers and senior public servants should have a
monopoly on knowledge and information and that
the public should be denied equal access to that
information. That approach will prevent the people
from participating in decision making. The
government's aim is to ensure that only some people
are in the know and that the majority of Victorians
are not. That will prevent effective debate, which
goes to the heart of accountability.
The honourable member for South Gippsland said
that the question of whether we are getting our
money's worth is the most important issue in
deciding whether senior public servants' contracts
should be released for public scrutiny. I agree that
the public wants to know whether it is getting its
money's worth. But how can it know about the
framework of government when it is denied
information about the conditions under which
public servants are employed. The government's
refusal to disclose the salaries of public servants is

287

one thing; far worse is the fact that the conditions
under which public servants are required to work
and which stipulate to whom they owe their
allegiance are also secret.
The salaries of Parliamentarians are known. We are
accountable every day of the week for what we do,
but under the Kennett government Victoria will no
longer have a Public Service that is accountable.
It is interesting to note that the Public Service wants

to be accountable. These secret arrangements are not
its idea. Public servants want to be able to provide
advice without fear or favour. The secret contracts
they are being asked to sign are not their idea. Not
only do they take away security of tenure but also
the secrecy guarantees that good public servants
cannot carry out their jobs properly. They will not be
accountable to the public or be able to give advice
without fear or favour.
Before the State election the coalition denied that it
would abolish the Public Service Board, but after it
was elected it immediately sought to abolish the
board. The coalition was elected to government. One
of its promises was that it would make information
freely available to the public. The opposition
supported that view, but the rhetoric has not
worked. Victoria now has a Public Service that lives
in fear! Information is not freely available.
Information about contracts that have either not
been signed or have been signed behind closed
doors have not been made available. We do not
know the details. Despite the findings of the
Independent Commission against Corruption in
New South Wales and the Queensland and Western
Australia inquiries, which made it absolutely clear
that an independent Public Service is essential to
good government, the Victorian government is
going down the same track as Queensland did
under Sir Joh Bjelke-Petersen - and the Premier is
one of his greatest admirers - and the New South
Wales Greiner government and the Western
Australian government did.
When I spoke to the head of the Deparbnent of the
Premier and Cabinet about the Public Sector
Management Act he acknowledged that Mr Greiner,
the former Premier of New South Wales, would not
have been in the same difficulties when he was
forced to resign if a member of the New South Wales
Public Service had the statutory protection to
provide advice to him without fear or favour.
Unfortunately there was no such person; no such
pOSSibility.

PUBLIC SERVICE EMPLOYMENT PACKAGES

288

ASSEMBLY

Wouldn't you think that Premiers would learn from
the findings of those inquiries? They should learn
from what happened to Mr Greiner. Mr Greiner's
resignation was brought about because he did not
have somebody who would stand up to him and
say, ''That is the wrong thing to do by the public of
New South Wales". Such a person might also have
said, "and you will pay for it", but that should not
have been necessary. A senior public servant should
have been able to say without fear or favour that
that was not the action the Premier should take in
the public interest.
If the proposed contracts continue in Victoria how

will a public servant feel free to provide advice
without fear or favour? That is the central point of
my contribution today. If the government continues
with its implementation of these contracts and its
secrecy arrangements, it will remove itself from any
opportunity of being provided with good advice
and will remove the protection that is provided to
the public by a Public Service that can advise
without fear or favour. The public has a right to
know that it will be served by a Public Service that
can operate without fear or favour. The common
good is best served by governments, oppositions
and public servants having a commitment to open
government.
This is an important debate. Again I express my
regret that the Premier is not in the Chamber to
answer for the actions he is taking in the Public
Service to the detriment of the people of Victoria.
Mr PERTON (Doncaster) - The contributions to
the debate from members of the opposition have
been appalling.

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr PERTON - The Leader of the OppOSition
just said that Premiers ought to learn. In her time as
Premier she presided over a government that spent
millions of dollars of public money on secrecy - on
defending the indefensible! The Leader of the
Opposition spoke about morality, a morality that
affects all persons and a morality of service to the
common people. She is as guilty as any member of
the former government of perverting the Public
Service and the misuse of public money.
The opposition would have been better served if it
had used the honourable members for Altona,
Geelong North or Footscray - people who are not
guilty because, being new members, they were not
part of the actions taken by members of the former
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government. The Leader of the Opposition, when
Premier of this State, was responsible for requiring
teachers to sign documents enforcing the social
welfare policies of her government before they were
entitled to promotion. If you defend that you are a
hypocrite!
The SPEAKER - Order! I ask the honourable
member to withdraw the word he used. "Hypocrite"
is unparliamentary.
Mr PERTON - I withdraw the term. Members of
the public can draw their own conclusions based on
the former government's actions.
The Leader of the OppOSition talked about vexatious
requests. This is the same person who authorised
her deputy to use two QCs in one case in the
Administrative Appeals Tribunal to prevent the
public from learning the truth about Trish Jones. The
Deputy Leader of the Opposition, when
Attorney-General, instructed the Government
Solicitor to incorporate a secrecy clause into the
agreement with Trish Jones. Did Trish Jones want
secrecy? No, she wanted the truth about the actions
of one Minister of the Crown to be told. The Deputy
Leader of the Opposition, together with his Leader,
authorised the payout and demanded secrecy from
Trish Jones. How much public money did they pay
her for that secrecy?

Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER - Order! The level of interjection
from my left is too high.
Mr PERTON - Members of the opposition are
uncomfortable. Ann Morrow, a friend or mate of the
Leader of the OppOSition, received a termination
payment in clear breach of the law. When the former
opposition asked for the documents the then
Premier denied the Victorian public and Parliament
those documents.
ANOP and Karen Luscombe are the main
contractors to the Federal and State ALP for the
delivery of opinion polls. Karen Luscombe was paid
more than $1 million by the former government to
produce the sorts of reports it wanted. An opinion
poll on the environment contained the question,
''Which of the political parties is better equipped to
do X, Y and Z?" Do you want to know why it was
not released to the public? In response to question Z,
which asked what the public thought of the Labor
government's transport policies, only 2 per cent of
the population said they were doing any good at all.
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Did the former Premier release that information to
the public? No, she fought it all the way to the court
to prevent the public finding out.
Other public opinion polls on gambling and
privatisation were kept secret. The requests were not
vexatious. The only person who was vexed or
annoyed was the current Leader of the Opposition.
She headed a government that stole $1 million.
The SPEAKER - Order! As it is 1 p.m., I
interrupt the debate. The chair will be resumed at
2 p.m., when question time will be called. When the
matter is next before the House the honourable
member for Doncaster will have the call.

In my opinion there is an expectation that more
questions can be asked and answered within the
existing time limits. This can only be achieved,
firstly, by questions being asked in the correct form
and, secondly, by answers being confined to the
subject of the question.

Existing guidelines suggest an absolute maximum
time of 5 minutes speaking time for each answer.
However, some answers will take less time.
It is my intention to uphold the Standing Orders and

the rights of all honourable members. However, that
can be achieved only with the cooperation of the
House.

Debate interrupted.
Sitting suspended 1 p.m. until 2.3 p.m.

DISTINGUISHED VISITOR
The SPEAKER - Order! On behalf of the
Legislative Assembly I extend a warm welcome to
the Honourable Hendy Cowan, Deputy Premier of
Western Australia. Mr Cowan is a guest of the
Deputy Premier.
Honourable Members - Hear, hear!

CONDUCT OF HONOURABLE
MEMBERS
The SPEAKER - Order! Before questions
without notice I wish to make an observation. The
introduction of the present Sessional Orders for the
adjournment debate has provided honourable
members the opportunity to raise matters of concern
and to receive answers to their queries. Ministers
have been diligent about being present during those
debates and have shown a readiness to answer the
inquiries of honourable members.
However, the same cannot be said of question time. I
am aware that in the past honourable members on
both sides of the House have expressed concern
about the operation of questions without notice.
It is my view that the current Standing Orders

provide the ground rules for the conduct of question
time. However, the success of question time rests in
the hands of honourable members.
In the past guidelines have been issued on the
conduct of question time, the last having been issued
on 11 August 1992.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE
INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS
LEGISLATION
Mr KENNAN (Broadmeadows) - I direct my
question to the Minister for Industry and
Employment. I draw to the attention of the Minister
the fact that the government has intervened in
proceedings before a number of tribunals and courts
to seek to oppose efforts on behalf of Victorian
workers to move to the Federal system, and I ask: in
the light of the Federal election result, will the
Minister now assure the House that the Victorian
government will desist from those applications and
no longer before courts and tribunals seek to deny to
Victorian workers the opportunity of exercising their
choice, if they wish to do so, of moving into the
Federal system?
Mr GUDE (Minister for Industry and
Employment) - The government is reviewing all
matters on foot in the Australian Industrial Relations
Commission and matters before the High Court of
Australia. When a decision is made I will make it
known. Obviously the position so far as the
government is concerned with respect to its own
employees, particularly those who are involved in
central agencies, is that it believes those employees
should be covered by and come under the State
jurisdiction and will not be giving up its opportunity
to retain that level of coverage.

PROSTITUTION REGULATION ACT
Mr RYAN (Gippsland South) - Will the
Attorney-General inform the House of measures
taken by the government to resolve the shambles
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created by the refusal of the previous government to
proclaim sections of the Prostitution Regulation Act?
Mrs WADE (Attorney-General) - All
honourable members will be aware that the
government inherited a major problem concerning
the operation of the Prostitution Regulation Act. In
1986 the former government passed the Prostitution
Regulation Act, which legalised brothels and
provided for the establishment of a licensing scheme
for brothels to ensure that people with criminal
records did not own or operate brothels and that
criminals were kept out of the prostitution industry.
Honourable members will also be aware that the
former government brought into operation the
provisions legalising brothels but not the provisions
which provided for the setting up of the licensing
system or the provisions designed to give the police
additional powers to enter brothels. That has created
a problem in that although brothels have been
established since 1986 there has been no licensing
system in force to ensure that they are properly
operated or that the criminal element is kept out.
In the intervening six years the Labor government

did nothing to rectify the problem. Following the
change of government I established a working party
to review the legislation and report to the
government on what amendments may be required
to it and how it could be brought into operation.
The government wants to get this right but it is
going to take time to do so. It did not want the
situation to deteriorate while that process was
taking place.
In order to ensure that the poSition did not

deteriorate in any significant way during this period
the government has declared a moratorium on the
establishment of new brothels and the expansion of
existing brothels while this review takes place. The
Minister for Planning has amended the relevant
section of the planning scheme so that no permits
will be issued for new brothels or for the extension
of the premises of existing brothels during the
period from 18 March through to 31 December. The
amendment will not solve the problem, but it will
ensure that the situation does not deteriorate before
appropriate measures can be put in place.

EDUCATION BUDGET
Mr BAKER (Sunshine) - I refer the Treasurer to
statements made by the Minister for Education on
28 February that there would be no more cuts in the
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education budget, and I ask whether the Treasurer
will guarantee teachers, students and parents in
Victoria that that will be the case in the forthcoming
mini-Budget?
Mr STOCK DALE (Treasurer) - I am happy to
guarantee the people of Victoria that the
government will clean up the mess the Labor Party
left behind. The government inherited an entrenched
current account deficit which was the result of the
maladministration and incompetence of the
previous Labor government throughout the Cain era
and carrying over into the Kimer government. That
was aggravated by the fact that under the leadership
of the current Leader of the Opposition the Labor
government refused to address the problems. In
addition, after publishing propaganda setting
targets that were token steps towards containing the
problem, in the run-up to the last State election the
then Premier abandoned the interests of the people
of Victoria by jettisoning those targets and the
State's credit rating and financial standing in the
process.
The government has already taken a substantial step
in reversing the Budget deficit.
Mr BAKER (Sunshine) -On a point of order,
Mr Speaker, the Treasurer has had a couple of

minutes to develop his answer and is showing no
indication of answering a specific question, which
was: will he guarantee, endorse and reinforce the
public undertaking given by the Minister for
Education that there will be no further cuts in the
education budget? I want a yes or no answer. Some
schools in the community do not have any
supervision, and some country schools have no
teachers.
The SPEAKER - Order! Although the
honourable member for Sunshine can put a point of
order, he cannot debate the question as he is now
doing. I call the Treasurer to answer the question.
Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer) - The government
is in the process of implementing what it and the
Federal government have called a medium-term
strategy for addressing the disastrous position set in
the State's accounts by the previous government.
That process has not ended.
I indicated to the House in the October financial
statement and in a series of other statements that the
difficulties inherited from the previous government
will not be corrected in a single year; they will take
some years to correct. That is the tragedy for the
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people of Victoria. If there are to be further
reductions in the funding for education in this State,
the responsibility rests not with the current Minister
for Education but with the incompetence of the
Labor government.

PRESCHOOL EDUCATION BUDGET
Mrs ELLIOTI (Mooroolbark) - Will the Minister
for Community Services inform the House of the
status of funding for children requiring preschool
education in 1993?
Mr JOHN (Minister for Community Services) - I
am happy to answer the question because it is a
good news story. The government is totally
committed to ensuring that every child in Victoria
has access to a kindergarten education for at least
one year.
I am proud that in the five months in which the
coalition has been in office it has ensured that that
policy has been carried out. The government has not
only maintained but also increased funding for
kindergarten services in this State.
Almost two years ago the then Premier threatened to
withdraw operational subsidies for kindergartens.
She threatened to reduce the subsidy to
kindergarten teachers, but under pressure from the
then opposition, now the government, she changed
her mind and the funding was maintained.
Prior to the last State election, despite the
incompetence of the then government and the lack
of funding for kindergartens, arrangements were
made for kindergartens to receive $64 million this
year.
Mr Roper interjected.

Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER - Order! I have already made a
statement about the conduct of question time, and
that statement included the conduct of members. I
shall not tolerate interjections across the table, as
occurred a few seconds ago with interjections from
the honourable member for Coburg.
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committed to the provision of high quality
kindergarten education and it is proud of its
achievements so far.
The government has allocated resources to the
growth areas. In 1993, 20 new preschool services will
be operating in places such as Cranbourne, Berwick,
Huntly, Melbourne, Keilor, Werribee, Whittlesea,
Mount Rouse and Coburg.
The government is also funding 1275 preschool
services for more than 60 000 Victorian children,
including centre-based preschools, mobile and
outreach services. Families are being assisted by the
provision of mobile and outreach services in places
such as Seymour, Hopetoun, Heywood, Loch Sport,
Sea Lake, Shepparton and Patchewollock, and a new
outreach service has been funded for Toolamba.
The government has delivered on its promises and is
supporting Victorian children.

CRISIS IN SCHOOLS
Mr SANDON (Carrum) - Every member is
aware of the crisis facing Victorian schools where
teachers are not being replaced. Last week we saw
the example - The SPEAKER - Order! I direct the attention of
the honourable member to Standing Order No. 126.
The member may pose a question unsupported by
argument or opinion. He may give only sufficient
information so as to ensure the question is
understood.
Mr SANDON - In terms of the crisis facing
Victoria's education system, where teachers are not
being replaced, I ask the Minister to advise the
House what action he will take to provide sufficient
funding so that replacement teachers are available.
The students at Redbank Primary School were
unsupervised last week.
The SPEAKER - Order! I assume the question is
directed to the Minister for Education.
Mr HAYWARD (Minister for Education) Mr Speaker, thank you for interpreting the

member's question.
Mr JOHN - Last year the kindergarten budget
was $62 million; this year the government has
increased its support for kindergartens to $64
million. The government made a promise prior to
the election and it has delivered on the promise to
the children of Victoria. The government is

There is no crisis in Victorian schools. The Labor
Party, in cahoots with its union mates, is trying to
create a crisis where no crisis exists. One member of
the opposition is even going around schools with a
list of schools that he alleges are to be closed. A trade
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union official admitted to making up the list.
Honourable members opposite are doing education
a disservice by creating a crisis where no crisis
exists. In that sense they are destructive.

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr HAYWARD - Proper arrangements are in
place for emergency teachers to be provided when
needed. In the short-term absence of a teacher it is
the responsibility - Mr Baker interjected.
The SPEAKER - Order! The honourable
member for Sunshine will withdraw that remark.
Mr BAKER (Sunshine) - I withdraw.
The SPEAKER - Order! The honourable
member will behave himself.
Mr HAYWARD (Minister for Education) - He
has difficulty doing that. If there is a short-term
absence of a teacher it is the responsibility of the
school to deal with that absence within the normal
resources. When a true emergency exists a
replacement teacher can be used from the pool of
replacement teachers. Of course the pool is not
always distributed evenly and sometimes the type of
teacher needed cannot be provided. In those
circumstances the regional general manager has a
substantial sum of money available to him or her, on
a discretionary basis, to provide an emergency
teacher. There is no crisis. Members opposite are
creating a crisis and as a result they are doing a
disservice to Victorians.
Mr SANDON (Carrum) - On a point of order, I
asked what action the Minister will take. He said
teachers are available, but in Gippsland only
30 teachers are available for the whole area.
The SPEAKER - Order! The honourable
member for Carrum may raise a point of order but
he cannot legally make a speech. Has the Minister
finished?
Mr HAYWARD (Minister for Education) - Yes.

LOCUST PLAGUE
Mr BILDSTIEN (Mildura) - Will the Minister
for Agriculture advise the House what action the
government is taking to protect Victorian farmers
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and horticulturalists under threat from plague
locusts coming from New South Wales?
MrW. D. McGRATH (Minister for
Agriculture) - This question is of interest to the
honourable member for Mildura because of the
significant hatching of locusts that has occurred in
southern New South Wales and in Ouyen, Milawa
and Mildura in north-west Victoria. Approximately
450 square kilometres in those regions have been
subjected to protective measures to combat the
plague locusts that are affecting horticulture crops.
Significant damage has been caused to broccoli and
lettuce crops in the Mildura and Nhill districts. In
cooperation with the Department of Agriculture and
the Department of Conservation and Natural
Resources the Australian Plague Locust Commission
has spent apprOximately $3 million to ensure that
aerial spraying of the swarms reduces their effect.
This will also ensure that the locusts do not encroach
into Victorian irrigation areas.
I am pleased with the progress that the departments
and the commission have made to limit the impact
of locusts on agriculture and horticulture in Victoria.

REPLACEMENT TEACHERS
Mr SANDON (Carrum) - Will the Minister for
Education advise whether it is a fact that in the
southern region today 30 teachers are not being
replaced because insufficient replacement teachers
are available? Is it a fact that the Redbank Primary
School last week requested a replacement teacher
who did not turn up and as a result students were
left unsupervised?
Mr HAYWARD (Minister for Education) When the incompetent party opposite was in
government it allowed the emergency teacher
budget to blowout to more than $53 million and it
left a $40 million black hole in that budget, and that
fact has been confirmed by its own people. That has
caused a terrible crisis in education in Victoria, and
it is all of the previous Labor government's making.

Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER - Order! I do not know how
many times I have to direct to the attention of the
House that I am not satisfied with behaviour during
question time. It would seem that honourable
members on both sides of the House continue to
defy the Chair. I am determined to correct this and I
shall deal with the next persistent interjector, no
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matter from which side of the House he or she
happens to be.
Mr HAYWARD - There is no crisis in classes in
Victorian schools, but there is a crisis in the budget
for education and it has been caused by the party
opposite because it left a $40 million black hole. It
made commitments of more than $40 million for
which it made no provision, and that is why
education has a budget problem at the moment.
Adequate replacement teachers are available. If an
emergency occurs and no replacement teacher is
available, the regional general manager has available
a Significant sum of money as a discretionary fund
to engage a casual emergency teacher.

MEDICARE AGREEMENT
Mr WELLS (Wantirna) - Will the Minister for
Health report on the outcome of her negotiations on
behalf of Victoria on the Medicare agreement and
how the government considers the agreement will
affect private health insurance and funding for
private hospitals?
Mrs TEHAN (Minister for Health) - Honourable
members would be aware that we signed a Medicare
agreement with the Commonwealth some five
weeks ago. The outcome was eventually one with
which we could live, but the process was tortuous
and the first two offers made by the Commonwealth
to the States were totally unacceptable. The fact that
the Commonwealth refused to recognise that 40 per
cent of Victorians have private health insurance and
thereby take the burden off public hospital systems
also made negotiations difficult.
It is obvious that if under the agreement we continue
over the next five years or during the term of the
agreement to have the decline in private health
insurance that we have had over the past three
years, the loss of revenue alone will amount to $80
million and the costs to the public hospital system in
having to pay for patients who would otherwise
have been insured will be $196 million. To the public
hospital system alone there will be a loss of income
and revenue of more than $250 million.
We are also looking at a decline in the number of
people who are able to use the private hospital
system. Victoria had a complementary arrangement
between the private and public sectors. I am worried
about the impact on the whole of hospital services in
this State because to date the Commonwealth has
made no recognition of the role of those people who
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take out private health insurance and thereby relieve
the burden on the public hospital system. TItis has
created a difficult situation for Victoria.
The outcome was better than anticipated after the
first two offers but the Commonwealth will now
have to recognise that, unless it does something to
encourage people to take out private health
insurance, the situation in Victoria will be extremely
grim.

INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS
LEGISLATION
Mr KENNAN (Broadmeadows) - I refer the
Minister for Industry and Employment to his
answer to my previous question and I ask: are we to
understand that it is the government's policy that
even where State Public sector employees choose to
seek Federal award coverage, the government will
intervene to keep them in the Victorian system
despite their wishes?
Mr GUDE (Minister for Industry and
Employment) - At the risk of repeating what I said
earlier, I stand by my earlier remark.

Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER - Order! I ask the honourable
member for Niddrie to withdraw the remark he just
made.
Mr SERCOMBE (Niddrie) - I withdraw.

FORMER LAW REFORM COMMISSION
Mr HYAMS (Dromana) - I ask the
Attorney-General to inform the House of some of
the excesses of which she has been made aware of
the former Law Reform Commission under the
administration of the previous government.
Mrs WADE (Attorney-General) - Last year
when I announced the abolition of the Victorian Law
Reform Commission I noted that, although law
reform is extremely important, I considered it
possible to have a good system of law reform that
would not be as expensive as the system we had
with the then Victorian Law Reform Commission.
As a result of those comments I was contacted by a
number of people who directed my attention to
some of the excesses of the commission. As a result
of the matters that were directed to my attention I
decided to do two things: firstly, to inspect the
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premises that had accommodated the commission,
and, secondly, to have a detailed audit done of the
commission's operations. When I inspected the
commission's premises I discovered it had been very
much better equipped than the Department of
Justice and most other departments in the Victorian
public sector that I have seen. It was very well
equipped with personal computers, scanners,
electronic whiteboards and virtually anything that
one could want. It also had a very good library,
which I believe was justified. I suppose one could
argue those were all appropriate expenses.
However, I was somewhat surprised to see the art
works on the walls of the offices of the Law Reform
Commission. They included a painting by Brian
Kewley to the value, I am informed, of $1500, a Brett
Whitely numbered print that had cost the
commission $1200, a Clifton Pugh print valued at
$856 and a number of other numbered prints
ranging in price between $697 and $550.

Honourable members interjecting.
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the Grand Hyatt Melbourne to launch the legal
hawk project, the plain English project. That was for
only 130 lawyers and business people, at a cost of
$8663. The cost of food was $16.75 per person and
the cost of drinks, including champagne, was $12.92
per person. On that occasion 400 people were
invited. I am sure that the then Attorney-General,
the Deputy Leader of the Opposition, must have
been in attendance, although I cannot guarantee that.
I am particularly concerned that these parties were
not itemised in the accounts of the Law Reform
Commission. Presumably they were rolled up under
headings such as ''Meetings and conferences".
In conclusion, I am sure that the government can
achieve law reform in Victoria to a high standard
and at a lower cost than achieved by the Victorian
Law Reform Commission.

GOVERNOR'S SPEECH
Address-in-Reply

Mrs WADE -Okay, it is not thousands of
dollars, but I believe the money could well have
been better spent.

Debate resumed from 16 March; motion of
Mr FINN (Tullamarine) for adoption of
Address-in-Reply.

The audit report revealed consultancy fees for one
year of $180 000 and travel expenses for one year of
$38 000. There were also the parties. I direct
attention particularly to the parties that were held by
the commission and give two examples. One was the
party in August 1991 to launch the Vic Statutes
project. I point out to honourable members that the
Vic Statutes project has never got under way; it is
still subject to legal negotiations, but it was launched
in August 1991 with a party that cost $22 434.

Mr LUPTON (Knox) - As I said last night at the
hour of high 10, Victoria was in a bad financial
situation because of the actions of the previous
government. I do not know whether I will continue
in that vein, as the Attorney-General has added to
the evidence I presented to the House. There were
snouts in the trough. That terminology was inspired
by the opposition.

This party was held at Melbourne Central. At the
cost of $22 434, 420 people were entertained, with
champagne and nibbles served. We can only be
pleased that not all of the 1000 people who were
invited turned up.
The Chairman of the Victorian Law Reform
Commission was recently quoted in a journal of the
Law Institute of Victoria as saying that he did not
care if it cost $30 000 because it was a magnificent
project. Nobody understood how good it was, so he
had to have a party to explain this.
An honourable member interjected.
Mrs WADE - Yes, the project has not got under
way yet. In July 1992 there was a cocktail party at

During 1990 I had the privilege of meeting with the
then head of VIC ROADS. We discussed road
funding and the maintenance of roads throughout
various municipalities in the outer east. It became
apparent that funding was not available and that the
situation in Victoria was far worse than ever
expected. The head of VIC ROADS was quoted as
saying, 'We will be lucky if we can maintain our
existing assets in the next year, let alone provide any
maintenance or build any roads". The demoralised
and discredited opposition were members of a
government that put a financial noose around the
neck of each man, woman and child in Victoria.
I believe people's wellbeing and standards of living
can best be gauged by the availability of services in
three areas - education, law enforcement and
health. The former Labor government undermined
the provision of services in those three areas. When
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the coalition government assumed office on
3 October last year it discovered a black hole in the
education budget which meant that the $40 million
needed for school maintenance was unavailable. The
state of our health system could be gauged by the
ever-increasing waiting list for public hospitals.
As the Minister for Police and Emergency Services
has said, the former Labor government's
performance in the area of law enforcement was so
inept that although it built the Melbourne Remand
Centre it refused to put bars on the windows
because it would appear too much like a gaol to
anyone passing by! In the Knox electorate the former
government closed three police stations while
building only one. At the time of the opening of the
new police station the then Labor government
promised the people of Boronia and Bayswater that
police officers would be able to attend calls
anywhere in the area within three and a quarter
minutes. Without using a helicopter there is no way
known that police officers in the area could service
the eastern side of the railway line running through
the electorate in that time. As police stations were
closed, the crime rate increased. The former Labor
government allowed the Police Force to become run
down and demoralised. The list of that
government's failures is endless.
The Labor government brought this once great State
to its knees and left our children and our
grandchildren - including my two - with a heavy
burden that they will have to carry for many years to
come. Unless members on both sides of the House
pull together the situation will not improve. When
last night I urged the government and the
opposition to work as a team, members on the
opposition benches greeted my remarks with
derision. They thought I was joking, but I could not
have been more serious.
Members of the opposition criticise and ridicule
every positive move the government makes. Yet not
one of them has had the decency to apologise to the
people of Victoria for the havoc wrought on them by
the government of which they were members. They
have not had the decency to apologise for being
responsible for bringing the State to its knees, for
virtually wiping out the State's manufacturing
industry and for driving unemployment through the
roof. The Labor Party has refused to accept
responsibility for its mismanagement, examples of
which have been highlighted day after day.
The opposition's attitude is disgraceful. I hope it will
come to its senses and realise the need to work with
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the government. Despite Ministers doing their best
to come up with solutions, all the opposition can do
is ridicule and criticise. I can see that members of the
opposition benches are anxious to respond to the
points I have made. Last night they made a lot of
noise; today they are deathly quiet. It seems that the
44-gallon drums I talked about last night have more
water in them than I first thought!
I ask that the opposition work with the government
to help restore the prosperity that existed in Victoria
a decade ago when manufacturing was successful
and employment was high. It is enough to make a
person cry to see all of that disappear in 10 years
under the mismanagement of the Labor government.
I do not want my grandchildren to be forced for
many years to payoff the debt created by the
incompetence of the previous government. Members
of this House should continue to work together to
solve the problems confronting Victoria and make
this State a fit place in which to live.
Mr ANDRIANOPOULOS (Mill Park) - I was
interested to hear the remarks of the honourable
member for Knox and his pleas for the opposition to
cooperate. It is easy to understand that those
remarks come from an honourable member who has
a link with the eastern suburbs. He has already been
rattled by the result of last Saturday's Federal
election. He has obviously already analysed the
results booth by booth and realised that he is in
trouble, and that is why he pleads for cooperation.
I offer my congratulations to you, Mr Deputy
Speaker, on obtaining your high position. I ask you
to pass on my congratulations to Mr Speaker, with
whom I have had the privilege of serving on a
number of Parliamentary committees. Some time
ago he led a number of us through the abattoirs in
your electorate, Mr Deputy Speaker. I hold him in
the highest regard and wish him well in the next
three years.
I first came to this place representing the electorate
of St Albans, having been elected in 1985 and 1988. I
record my appreciation of that electorate and the
support of my constituents at those two elections.
I heard the reference of the honourable member for
Momington last night to the infamous day when all
honourable members walked into the Parliamentary
Library to see the map showing the changes to the
electoral boundaries. I understand the apprehension
he suffered on that occasion. I assure him that I was
more apprehensive than he, because the electorate of
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St Albans had not been modified - it had been
wiped off the map altogether. Those things happen
in politics, and I am grateful to my party for giving
me the opportunity of contesting the seat of Mill
Park in the election last October.
I also wish my successors in the former seat of
St Albans well. It was divided equally into Sunshine
and Keilor.
Mr Seitz - And they will do well.
Mr ANDRIANOPOULOS - I am sure they will.
The electorate of Mill Park is nestled at the bottom
edge of the Plenty Corridor in the northern suburbs,
approximately 20 kilometres north of the city. It is
an interesting electorate that consists of two distinct
parts.
The part that lies between the Epping railway line
and the Darebin Creek was developed in the 1950s
and 1960s and is inhabited mainly by migrants who
came to the area at that time. The eastern part of the
electorate between Darebin Creek and the Plenty
River is one of the fastest developing parts of
Melbourne. If one compares the statistics from 1986
with those of 1991 one can see that growth in the
City of Whittlesea, which has within its boundaries
the majority of my electorate, increased by 20.7 per
cent at a time when the average for Melbourne was
5.4 per cent. Some 97 per cent of the growth took
place in Mill Park where the population doubled
from 10795 in 1986 to 21289 according to the 1991
census.
Mr PERTON (Doncaster) - On a point of order,
Mr Deputy Speaker, the honourable member for
Mill Park appears to be reading from a document
and I ask whether he will table the quotations and
citations.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr J. F. McGrath) Order! Does the honourable member for Mill Park
object to that?
Mr ANDRIANOPOULOS (Mill Park) - I have
no objection to that. I am quoting from statistics I
have on a piece of paper. I will make the document
and, more importantly, the census statistics,
available to the honourable member for Doncaster.
Because of the growth in Mill Park infrastructure is
of paramount importance. The previous government
had a comprehensive plan to provide such
infrastructure because it detennined that Plenty
Valley would be a growth corridor. It has been a
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shock to learn since the State election that that may
no longer be the Cise. Neither the City of Whittlesea
nor I have been able to come to terms with the initial
remarks of the Minister for Planning on this issue
and we are unable to understand the rationale
behind such a decision. I look forward to the
Minister spelling out to the community the rationale
for his desire to scrap the Plenty growth corridor.
The previous government provided much of the
infrastructure necessary in the Mill Park electorate,
mainly through the hard work of the two people
who previously represented the area. One of them is
still the honourable member for Thomastown and
the other was my dear friend, Beth Gleeson, who
passed away a number of years ago. I pay tribute to
the work that those two people have done in
securing basic services for the electorate.
By basic services I mean schools and kindergartens.
There might not be any money left in the
government's coffers, but it is important that
everyone in this society has access to those services.
Every community deserves to have kindergartens,
schools, roads and public transport.
In 1992 the Mill Park Heights Primary School came
on stream, as did the Mill Park Secondary College.
However, I stress to the House that it is important
that the building of a new primary school be
commenced in the Mill Park north area. The
previous Labor government provided funds for that
in the Budget it brought down in August last year,
but the new government has chosen to chop the
school out of the Budget. Children in Mill Park will
have no place to go.

Mr Leigh - That is your fault.
Mr ANDRIANOPOULOS - Children in Mill
Park-Mr LEIGH (Mordialloc) -On a point of order,
Mr Deputy Speaker, will you ask the honourable
member to address the Chair, as I understand he
should.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER - Order! The Deputy
Speaker does not need the honourable member for
Mordialloc to tell him what is appropriate. If I see fit
to direct the honourable member for Mill Park to
speak through the Chair I will do so.
Mr ANDRIANOPOULOS (Mill Park) - I thank
you, Mr Deputy Speaker, for your protection. It is
imperative that the government gets its act into gear.
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When a new government comes to office it is
understandable that it will not listen to the advice
from its bureaucrats or that it will reject that advice
for whatever reason. In this case close examination
of the need for school facilities in the Mill Park
North area will confirm the decision made by the
former government to proceed with the building of
a new school in the area.
In the area of health the government has now
admitted that a hospital was needed in the northern
suburbs of Melbourne. I have taken up that issue
vigorously both in this House and outside. This
matter has been going on for some time. Honourable
members heard the Minister for Health say recently
that the former government had promised that a
hospital would be built in 1988. That is a fact; the
former government did announce that it would
build a lOO-bed community hospital in South
Morang and at the same time it announced it would
investigate building a lOO-bed hospital in
Broadmeadows. It then proceeded to negotiate with
the owners to purchase the land in McDonalds
Road, South Morang. However after long and
protracted negotiations a settlement could not be
reached, which necessitated the matter being
pursued through the courts.
Mr Phillips interjected.
Mr ANDRIANOPOULOS - The honourable
member for Eltham represents the neighbouring
electorate. Judging by the events of last Saturday he
will also be a one-timer in this place. Despite the
accusations made by the government about waste
and mismanagement, the former government did
not proceed to purchase that site because its
purchase price was above the valuation placed on it
by the Valuer-General. It was not prepared to pay an
inflated price. The former government undertook a
detailed study of hospital services in the outer
northern suburbs and then announced early in 1992
the provision of a 3OO-bed hospital for the outer
northern suburbs. That was the appropriate way to
go. Rather than building a lOO-bed community
hospital in South Morang and another one in
Broadmeadows, it appeared logical, as the study
concluded, to provide an upgraded 300-bed hospital
somewhere between those two locations to service
the whole of the northern suburbs. That advice was
accepted by the former government and it resulted
in an exciting alternative site in Epping. The
government proceeded to reach a head of
agreement, which was signed for the acquisition of
that site.
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I clearly recall that when the Minister for Health was
opposition spokesperson on health matters she came
out and condemned the former government for the
actions it had taken. So that I might quote her
precisely, I refer to the Age of June 1992 in which the
following appears:
The siting of the hospital was a blatant political
decision made without regard to community or need.

What a lot of garbage that was, as it turns out! Upon
coming to office, the Minister for Health has had her
own investigation conducted. Perhaps the
honourable member for Doncaster would be wise to
repeat his interjection -''How much did that
cost?" - in respect of the cost of duplicating work
that has already been done!
It came as no surprise to me or to anyone else in the

area I represent that on 4 March of this year the
Minister for Health said that the review had been
concluded - that is, the review which had been
conducted at her request and for which who knows
how many thousands of dollars were paid to
duplicate work already done - and that:
... an 8-hectare site in Coopers Creek, Epping, owned
by Bevan Dale Pty Ltd had been identified as the best
location for the proposed northern hospital
development.

The Minister for Health proceeded to make an
announcement along those lines.
Mr Perton - Why don't you congratulate her?
Mr ANDRIANOPOULOS - I do congratulate
the Minister for Health for finally seeing the light
and confirming what had to that point been a
decision of the previous government. What is
disappointing about the Minister for Health's
position on the matter is that she, having referred to
political opportunism and political stunts,
proceeded to conduct the biggest political stunt I
have seen for some time: she came out to the
northern suburbs and tried to tell us that the
decision had been reached for no other reason than
the vigorous representations of the then honourable
member for the Federal seat of McEwen, Mrs Fran
Bailey!
I need not describe to the House the attitude of the
people of the electorate of McEwen to stunts of that
nature or to the performance of the former
honourable member for McEwen!
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It is appropriate in the debate on the

Address-in-Reply to the Governor's speech to
mention the western part of my electorate, which
predominantly comprises migrant people. I am
somewhat disappointed that one of the programs I
considered to be most successful under the previous
government - the program for ethnic communities
and the promotion of multiculturalism in our
society - will no longer be continued. Honourable
members have witnessed the demise of the Ethnic
Affairs Commission and the slashing of the ethnic
grants program. It is disheartening that a
government can be so mean as to remove such
programs.
The government removed the provision of free
transport for pensioners during Senior Citizens
Week, and now it has removed the ethnic grants
program, a minuscule program costing
approximately $700 000 that provided support for
people struggling in the community. As those
people said, it was not the largesse shown in
providing a program of that size that concerned
them; they were pleased that the program existed in
recognition of their needs.
However, it does not surprise me in the least that a
Liberal government pays so little regard to the
ethnic community in this State. To find evidence of
the Liberal Party's attitude to migrant people one
need only look at the representation in this
Chamber. One can see that the traditionalists in the
Liberal Party refuse absolutely to acknowledge that
those of us who have come here as migrants have a
contribution to make; they refuse to let us take part
in political life in Victoria.
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Mr Perton interjected.
Mr ANDRIANOPOULOS - The honourable
member for Doncaster is testing me. Yes, I live in
Mill Park and moved there two years ago. I am
considered a local, someone who will stand up and
fight for his constituents.
Transport is the third area of infrastructure services
that are of the utmost importance in a new suburb
like Mill Park. The Better Cities program announced
last year by the Federal government included an
important project for the redevelopment of surplus
Janefield training centre land along Plenty Road,
Mill Park and at the same time provided funds for
the extension of the Bundoora tramline from the
McLeans Road, Bundoora, terminus to the centre of
Mill Park.
An honourable member interjected.
Mr ANDRIANOPOULOS - The honourable
member is wrong; the government did not support
it. In the second round of funding from the
Commonwealth, the government tried to substitute
the Spring Street, Melbourne tramline for the Mill
Park tramline. What a miserable decision that turned
out to be.
The Federal government committed a substantial
amount of money and the State government would
have been guilty of wasting money if it did not
proceed with the Bundoora extension. On two
occasions I have exposed wastage of this nature. The
important issue is the provision of public transport
services and the extension of the tramline to Mill
Park.

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr ANDRIANOPOULOS - I must say it was a
pleasant surprise to see the honourable member for
Bentleigh come into this place, but I invite
honourable members to reflect on whether it is
unfortunate that the Liberal Party chose to have her
stand in a seat where she will be a oncer. Why did
the Liberal Party not have her stand in a safer seat?
What did the Liberal Party do with the ethnic
candidates in the October election? Put them into
safe Labor seats, and they fell over like ninepins.
Mill Park demands the recognition of the ethnic
community and a reintroduction of ethnic programs.
The honourable member for Richmond and I will
ensure that we expose the government's failure to
recognise ethnic communities.

The Minister for Public Transport is the man who is
ready and waiting to take over as soon as a few
gutless backbenchers are willing to take on their
Leader - they will have to take him on if they are to
have any chance of survival at the next election. To
his credit the Minister for Public Transport came to
an agreement with the Commonwealth, and
although the extension of the tramline will not go all
the way to Mill Park, the Minister has agreed to
extend it at least to the RMIT campus in Bundoora,
which will service the thousands of students who
attend that institution.
Mr Perton - Go on, be a big man and
congra tula te him for it!
Mr ANDRIANOPOULOS - In all honesty I
cannot congratulate the Minister in the same way as
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I have congratulated the Minister for Health. The
Minister for Public Transport has been miserable
enough to deny a further extension of 800 metres
tha t would take the line through the middle of Mill
Park, thus benefiting the 20 000 people who live in
that suburb. However, I remain convinced that the
Minister will see the strength of that argument and
will decide to continue the extension into the heart
of the suburb.
In my first speech as the member for Mill Park it
would be remiss of me to fail to place on record my
appreciation of my campaign committee particularly Mrs Wendy Jenkins, the president of the
committee - and its invaluable work in ensuring a
successful campaign.
The campaign was successful because I was
returned to Parliament, despite the fact that
everyone was convinced that I would not win
because a high-flying independent and a
high-profile Liberal Party candidate were also
contenders for the seat. Mr Anthony Femandez, the
Liberal candidate, and Ms Christine Craik, the
independent candidate, performed appropriately
and properly in that campaign. All candidates chose
to concentrate on the issues facing the State and
were willing to participate in the myriad of debates
that were held. I place on record my respect for
those two candida tes.
There was a fourth candidate in the election,
however, whom I am unable to congratulate in such
terms. The independent candidate, Mr Janko
Giorgievski, chose to stand against me for the sole
reason that I am Greek. It is certainly sad when
candidates resort to basing campaigns on racism.
I am an Australian who is proud to have been born
in Greece. I am hopeful that in future campaigns
that sort of divisiveness is not brought into the
political arena by minority candidates. I am proud to
say that I have total faith in the electorate when it
comes to such matters. Despite all the personal
attacks by that individual, the electorate showed
faith in me by selecting me and totally rejecting him.
Mr LEIGH (Mordialloc) - I congratulate you,
Mr Deputy Speaker, on being elected to the role of
Deputy Speaker of this House and, in his absence, I
also congratulate the Speaker. It is important that
the House have a Speaker who is respected by both
sides of the Chamber.
I must say, sadly, that I do not believe the two
Speakers who presided over the Chamber when the
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Labor Party was in office were impartial in their
dealings with members from both sides of the
House. The hypocrisy of the honourable member for
Werribee over the past two weeks and during the
spring sessional period was disgraceful. When he
presided over the House he did little or nothing to
control the former Premier, Ministers or any
member of the Labor government. I constantly
raised with him points of order concerning
impartiality and suggested that he would be better
placed as Speaker if he sat on the government
backbench rather than preSiding over the Chamber
from the Speaker's chair.
Mr Perton interjected.
Mr LEIGH -As the honourable member for
Doncaster suggests, he was really after a seat on the
government front bench. Although the coalition
government may not be thrilled with the way the
Speaker and Deputy Speaker control the House on
every occasion, it is important that Presiding
Officers run Parliament as well and as
independently as possible. I am delighted that all
members of the House believe that is now the case.
With a great deal of pleasure and relief I thank the
electors of Mordialloc. After having served in this
House for 10 years as the honourable member for
Malvern, I was successful in changing seats.
Although some of the boffins at the Liberal Party's
head office have described me as deadwood, I was
successful in winning another seat on behalf of the
Liberal Party. The manner in which the coalition
won that election should make me a classy piece of
furniture rather than deadwood. We had a great
victory.
I also thank the former honourable member for
Mentone, Mr Peter Spyker, for his contribution to
the people of the Mentone electorate, whom he
served until that seat was abolished. I congratulate
the honourable member on the way he fought the
campaign, except for his consistently referring to me
as someone who knew nothing about the area. He
obviously did not know that I grew up in the
Mordialloc area and lived there for many years.
In an attempt to be charitable to the former
honourable member for Mentone and to be as
apolitical as I can, I refer the House to the book Trials
in Power. Cain, Kirner and Victoria 1982-1992 edited
by Mark Considine and Brian Costar. I suggest it
should be subtitled ''How you don't run a
government". The book was written by friends and
allies of the Labor Party. In commenting on
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Mr Spyker I shall be more kind than the comments

used by the editors to describe him. Page 168 of the
book refers to Mr Spyker, the then Minister for
Transport:
The advent of Peter Spyker, a member of the socialist
left, to the portfolio in April 1990 saw few further
positive developments and certainly nothing of any
significance. Getting rid of graffiti and promoting clean
and safe trains, trams and stations were worth doing,
but would not turn around the wider public's view of
the transport system. When Labor went to the polls in
1992, public transport, which once had been seen as a
policy strength and to which it had dedicated
considerable effort and funds, was one of its most
inglorious legacies.

Indeed, one could say that it was an inglorious
legacy. Over its 10 years in office the former Labor
government sold off 80 per cent of Victoria's rolling
stock to various foreign countries. Many of those
deals were made in foreign currencies when the
Australian dollar was high. When we buy back our
own trams, trains and buses at some future point,
we will have to pay more than they are worth. One
can almost imagine the Japanese repossessing our
trains and trams and loading them aboard ships to
take them back to Japan to do God knows what with
them. That is how bad the situation of the Victorian
public transport system is. Victoria owes hundreds
of millions of dollars because of the shemozzle that
existed. As the Minister for Public Transport said
yesterday when he announced various reforms in
this State, something needed to be done. It is sad
that the former government did nothing about it.
It is important that I quote from Trials in Power
because it quotes people from the Labor Party
talking about themselves. Various things strike one
about references in the book to a number of people.
In the introduction Mark Considine says:
This book seeks to answer two complex questions:
How did Victorian Labor create one of the most
talented, innovative and honest governments of the
modem era?

As a person who, together with the honourable
member for Doncaster, had to fight the former
government to achieve open government and haggle
with it over what was going on, I find it incredible
that Labor Party members should talk about
themselves as members of an open government.
The book contains only two references to the
Nunawading Province re-election. That honest
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Labor government did everything it could to subvert
an election in the province of Nunawading in order
to gain control of a Legislative Council seat. It did
fundamentally the same thing as was done in the
Watergate affair in the United States of America and
in other countries. It is the sort of thing that one
would imagine would be done in a Third World
banana republic where the president might try to
control the vote.
All honourable members will remember the former
State secretary of the Labor Party, Peter Batchelor,
appearing one day to say that he knew nothing
about it, only to say later that he knew nothing
about it as State secretary but that he was acting as
Peter Batchelor, private person.
The Labor Party rewarded the man who sought to
cheat the voters of Victoria, and by using all sorts of
trickery sought to hide the issue and to stop him
being charged by the police. Peter Batchelor is today
the shadow Minister for Public Transport. It seems
that in the Labor Party cheating, lies and deceit are
the ways to success. One must ask whether he is
now operating as Peter Bachelor, private person, as
the honourable member for Thomastown or as the
shadow Minister for Public Transport.
The book talks about various other aspects of the
time when Labor came to power. At page 12 the
authors state:
It is ironic that Labor was most politically vulnerable in
regard to its record of managing the State's financial
resources. It had campaigned in the early 1980s against
the Liberal government's performance in this area.
From opposition it had foreshadowed a more stringent,
yet more creative, approach to the use of State finances.

That the approach was creative was part of the
problem. The book goes on to quote Costar and
Hughes as having said:
It desires to be seen as an administration concerned
above all else with sound economic management.

That was what the friends of the Labor Party said
about the former government when it came to
power in 1982 and about Labor's 10-year plan,
which progreSSively fell into chaos and unravelled.
Everyone knows about what happened to State Bank
Victoria, Tricontinental Corporation Ltd, the
Victorian Economic Development Corporation and
the rest.
At page 40 the authors state:
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The seeds of the destruction of the Cain government
were sown in 1987 when the Premier bowed to union
pressure to remove Tom Roper from the transport
portfolio. Under his direction, employment in V/Line
was cut some by 5000 without serious industrial unrest
through a generous and intelligent redundancy
program. He was about to undertake a similar exercise
in respect of the Met. If Roper had been allowed to get
on with the job, instead of the drift that occurred under
his two successors, the scratch ticket fiasco would not
have occurred because an integrated mechanised
ticketing system would have been in place, and the
present billion-dollar annual loss might have been
halved without diminution of service to Melbourne's
commuters.

Those are the words of members of the Labor Party
machine, speaking about their own government.
Earlier today I walked past the Leader of the
Opposition. When she saw the book I had in my
hand she said, "That is a disgusting book; it is
terrible". After reading more of the book I
understand why she thinks that is so. After all, the
authors are her friends and supporters speaking
about the former government.
The book goes on to describe the betrayal of
Ms Kirner when she was the Minister for Education.
At page 79 the authors say:
But she vacated State education when it most needed
her vision and drive and then compounded its
vulnerability by appointing Barry Pullen as her
replacement.
Pullen was Kirner's antithesis in leadership style. He
was regarded as a "nice bloke", but a Minister who did
not enjoy public meetings, interviews with live media
or even weekend work. In public he appeared ...

I am having difficulty with the next word.
Honourable members must remember that I do not
have a university degree and some of these words
are large. The book continues:
The media, which had cut their polemical teeth on
education during Kirner's time, sensed his timidity and
now asserted that the so-called VCE crisis was yet
another clear example of Labor's incapacity to manage
the State.

That is another example of the then Ministry of
Education in chaos, with the future of our children
being put at risk because the honourable member for
Williamstown did not want to be the Minister for
Education because she had a greater ambition.
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It is fascinating when one reads through the
book-Mr Hamilton interjected.
Mr LEIGH - I have read more than one book. I
suggest that the honourable member read this book
himself. I do not intend to assist Labor Party people,
so I borrowed this copy of the book from the
Parliamentary Library.
The crisis continued. All honourable members know
about State Bank Victoria, about the fiasco that went
on and the trauma that existed among members of
both the government and the opposition when they
realised Victoria would have to forfeit the State
Bank. I have no doubt that most backbenchers on the
then government side did not know of the situation
when Rob Jolly and John Cain walked into the party
room and said, ''Fellows, we really blew it, we have
to sell the bank".
Although the Royal Commission subsequently said
it was not their fault, Mr Cain was the Premier and
Mr Jolly was the Treasurer - they were the
government. The State owned the bank and
whatever anyone says history will record that John
Cain and Rob Jolly were primarily responsible for
the destruction of a great asset of this State.
An Honourable Member - They were guilty!
Mr LEIGH - They were guilty. The honourable
member for Mill Park said in his speech that he
realised they were guilty, but I suspect many
members of the government of the day were not
guilty because they did not know of the trickery and
the things that went on behind the scenes.
At page 57 of the book, in the chapter entitled ''The
Tricontinental Affair", the authors state:
In Labor's eyes, the Tricontinental disaster stands as
perhaps the greatest symbol of the venality of the
private sector during and after the process of financial
deregulation. The government, it is said, placed its faith
in the best expertise available in the private sector and
was let down.
But in the aftermath of the 198Os, two crucial failings on
the part of the Cain government are apparent. The first
is the lack of a clear separation of, and effective limits
to, the public sector. Second, the government
substantially misread the impact of rapidly changing
economic circumstances.
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Those are the facts.
Mr Hamilton interjected.
Mr LEIGH - The honourable member should be
taking it up with his Labor Party friends who wrote
Trials in Power. The honourable member may be
unhappy with what it says because he is not a
factional colleague of the authors.
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of his portfolio. But by then the rot had started to set in.
It culminated in the MetTicket dispute in late 1989 and
early 1990, which was the turning point of Labor's
industrial relations record. While quite imaginative in
technical terms, the MetTicket scheme was poorly
conceived in industrial and political terms, in that it
was initially formulated without consultation with the
unions (although they later rejected an offer of
involvement) and managed to unite both passengers
and unions in common cause.

In several weeks time the Labor Party will finally

twist the knife in the back of the Leader of the
Opposition, because an agreement is almost signed
and delivered. The honourable member for
Williamstown may not want to be removed as
Leader of the Opposition, given the result of the
Federal election, but she is being removed and all
members of the opposition know it. The jockeying
for leadership has been going on for some time. Will
it be Ian I-will-give-you-WorkCare Baker, or Jim
Scratch-ticket Kennan?
The DEPUTY SPEAKER - Order! The
honourable member should refer to members by
their correct titles.
Mr LEIGH - Will the honourable member for
Coburg make a comeback? The authors of Trials in
Power say that the honourable member was treated
unfairly when he was Minister for Transport. They
say he was the only Minister who knew what he was
doing. The former Minister was treated fairly in the
end because he was the architect of the failures and
fiascos of the health portfolio, so ultimately he got
what he deserved. The honourable member for
Coburg was replaced by that brilliant shining light,
the honourable member for Northcote. The
honourable member starred in a number of Liberal
Party advertisements during the last election. The
Liberal Party enjoyed promoting him as one of the
leading lights of the Labor Party.

This is the person who will soon be the next Leader
of the Opposition! May he come on quickly. I should
not outline the advertising campaign the coalition
will use in the 1996 election, but I know that on the
one hand we will have the Premier and the Minister
for Public Transport demonstrating the successful
industrial relations agreement with militant trade
unions and on the other hand we will show a line of
trams stretching from Spring Street to Queen Street.
What an imaginative advertisement! The Labor
Party should appoint anyone other than the
honourable member for Broadmeadows as its
Leader.
I welcome the honourable member for Thomastown
to the Chamber. It is hard to know whether he was
Peter Batchelor, State Secretary of the Australian
Labor Party, or Peter Batchelor, private citizen,
when he was cheating and misleading the voters of
the State during the Nunawading re-election
campaign. It was a despicable act for a person who
was secretary of a once great political party. It
demonstrates how bereft of talent the party must
have been at that time.
The former Premier, the Honourable John Cain, gave
his thoughts on the future of the party on page 280
of Trials in Power, where he states:

The community should know about the competence
of the next Leader of the OppOSition. I again refer to
Trials in Power, which states on page 152:

But the most potent external factors affecting
government performance were the party factions and
the way they comprehensively undermined the
government from early 1990. Squabbling and, at times,
vicious brawling between, and ambitions within the
factions fatally destabilised the government. From
March 1990 to April 1991 this destabilisation took the
form of disloyalty to me and to Joan Kimer
successively as Premiers, and the most divisive set of
candidate preselections since the 195Os. The legacy of
these preselections left the party in very poor shape.

It was not until the appointment of Neil Pope as labour
Minister in 1988 that some credibility was restored.
Some observers saw him as relatively junior, but he
had strong industrial experience and quickly got on top

The former Premier was referring to the present
condition of the State branch of the Australian Labor
Party. I invite the honourable member for Morwell
to borrow the book from the Parliamentary Library.

The honourable member for Broadmeadows will
stitch up a deal with the honourable member for
Niddrie to become the Leader of the OppOSition. The
sad news for the honourable member for Sunshine is
that he is not part of the deal.
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God forbid that the Labor Party should be the next
government in Victoria! When Victorians see and
hear the honourable member for Williamstown
singing "Solidarity Forever", they remember what
the Labor government did to them.
On page 279 the authors state:
A wide range of external factors affect success or failure
of government. There is a wear and tear from external
sources element that makes governing harder as time
passes. It is constant and can be destructive of good
decision making. Expectations and demands from
outside government became more onerous. People
expect government to fix all problems. The unions, the
policy committees-

I have not referred to the policy committees but I
remind honourable members that Joe Sibberas was
the convener of that committee and he is the
Secretary of the Australian Railways Union. It was a
revolving door - whatever you asked for you got.
The former Premier refers to his government's
relationship with the Hawke-Keating Federal
government and states:
The anti-Victorian attitudes of the Federal government
blossomed. Our government never enjoyed local
Federal member or Minister political support like New
South Wales.

He is saying that Federal members of the Australian
Labor Party did not support their Victorian
counterparts. John Cain then states:
The economic health of the nation affects capacity for
change. In buoyant economic times there are more
opportunities to be innovative and robust and to take
risks and introduce changes that might be regarded as
luxuries in other circumstances. Conversely, when
economic times are tough, the focus becomes one of
intense concern about employment and the hardship
people suffer consequent upon unemployment.
We set our own agenda with our economic strategy
and our vigorous priming of the pump in our first
years of office. We believed that we had an obligation
to meet the economic downturn of 1982-83. We
pursued a Keynesian line by way of capital works
programs. We met resistance to this line from outside
the government. Perhaps the most persistent and
telling opposition to us was from our Federal
colleagues. Federal Treasury, almost from day one,
resisted our economic thrust.
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Even the Federal Labor Party recognised what a
bunch of no-hopers sat in this Parliament when they
were in government. Their destructive power in this
State has done so much damage that it will take
years to rectify it. Now this political party in
opposition turns round and condemns the
government for what it is doing, that is, fixing the
mistakes the previous government made.
In 1982, when the Thompson government left
power, Victoria had a surplus. Organisations such as
the then Board of Works had cash although,
admitt~dly, it was not run as well as it might have
been. By 1992, not only did Victoria not have a
surplus but it owed lots of money and was badly
managed. Victoria was stripped.

I have been in this House for 10 years and have seen
what the former Labor government did. I can only
imagine what a Liberal government might have
done in that time. Thousands of people are out of
work because of the actions of the opposition. It can
talk about social justice, but it does not know what
social justice is. Social justice is the ability to have a
job and income and to do what one likes with one's
life.
The term "social justice" was stolen from the Liberal
party. In 1949 Sir Robert Menzies spoke about social
justice and ensuring that the forgotten people of our
country were looked after. The opposition is all
about the ACTU and the big business groups. It was
not members of my party who used to sit down with
Kerry Packer and smoke cigars; it was the
opposition's mate, Bob Hawke. My party did not
change the telecommunications Act that made
billions of dollars for someone in one day.
I am sure many members of the Labor Party would
not have stood for some of the things that went on in
the previous Labor government. People such as Ben
Chifley were interested in what happened in their
community and they would turn in their graves if
they knew what has happened to the party that
supposedly represents the people. Today the Labor
Party represents trade union officials and people
who cheat the electorate. It does not represent the
forgotten people, the small business people or the
small trade union people. The Labor Party
represents itself and a big power group which, if we
are not careful, will further damage our country in
the future.
It was the Prime Minister who, as Treasurer, some
years ago said that if we continued in the way we
were going Australia would become a banana
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republic. A few years later we are further down the
track in that direction. We owe money to other
people. It is hard for Victorians to recognise that
they are suffering because of what the previous
government did. The previous government has
never apologised, never admitted it was guilty. It
has always said that whatever problems Victoria
had they were somebody else's fault.
I can understand the plight of Victorians who say
they do not have enough teachers in schools and the
trains should be run better. Every member of the
government wants to provide the best services
possible. I hate the deficit levy but unfortunately
Victorians have to pay for the debts that that bunch
of fools created in the 198Os. John Cain will go down
in history as one of the worst Premiers this country
has had. That is unfortunate because I know John
and I know he would be disappointed that his
government did not achieve what could have been
achieved if it had done things properly.
Mr BATCHELOR (Thomas town) - I join with
other members of the House in the
Address-in-Reply to the Governor's speech and in
doing so I cast my mind back to the formality of that
occasion when the speech was given. On reading
through the speech in recent times a couple of
sentences contained on page 16 came to my
attention because they relate to the significance of
the comments I shall make. The Governor said:
Public transport losses will be curtailed. Services will
respond better to the needs of users and will include
the provision of free tram travel within the central
business district.

I wonder how the Governor feels now about being
asked to make those statements on 27 October when
he sees the reality of what has happened since that
date. We have heard from the Minister in evidence
before the Public Accounts and Estimates
Committee that the government is having difficulty
reining in the public transport budget and that the
fare increase announced at the beginning of this year
has produced "not one cracker of additional
revenue". It is widely known within public transport
circles that the decline in patronage and revenue has
resulted both from the increase in fares and from the
changes and uncertainty that pervade the public
transport system, and that is having a serious impact
on the public transport budget.
I also refer to a number of things that have changed
since 27 October when the Governor made these
comments about public transport services. We heard
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in the House yesterday the details of the Minister's
deal with the various public transport unions. That
deal, which is contained in a memorandum of
understanding between the government and the
various trade unions, addresses a number of issues,
the net result of which will be a loss of services both
in metropolitan Melbourne and in country Victoria.
Services will be reduced and I shall expand on the
detail of that later in my contribution. Suffice it to
say that in bringing about much-needed efficiencies
and reform within public transport the government
has been prepared to sacrifice services that are
essential to any public transport system.
The last thing the Governor referred to was the
provision of free tram travel within the central
business district. It is interesting to note that there is
no free tram travel within the central business
district. That was an electoral promise contained in
the coalition's documentation and trumpeted
loudly, especially in the Herald-Sun prior to the
election. Since then it has been acknowledged by the
government that that promise will not be fulfilled at
this time. As the months turn into years it will be
interesting to see exactly when that promise will be
fulfilled by the government, if ever.
Those were the comments made by the Governor
and the reality that exists now must be of concern to
him because I know he is a great supporter of and
was for a long time a great user of public transport.
When I was a young boy I would see Mr Richard
McGarvie waiting at the bus station, taking himself
by bus and train into the city and home again every
day. He was not only a great advocate of public
transport but also a great user of it. How it must
pain him to see the current government attacking
the very essence and integrity of our public
transport system here in Melbourne and in wider
Victoria!
I refer to the agreement that was signed and
acknowledge that there are many welcome
additions; much-needed improvements will result
from the agreement between the unions and the
government. But I shall also highlight those areas of
service reduction that will impact greatly on people
who live and work in the city and in metropolitan
Melbourne; both areas will be severely
disadvantaged.
On the credit side the agreement represents a major
breakthrough, but on the debit side it represents a
major loss of service. The agreement needs to be put
into perspective. There has been much discussion in
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this House about the background to it, about the
previous administration, and about what has
happened in the transport portfolio in the past. It is
worth noting that in 1990 the previous government
reached an agreement to implement driver-only
trams and vary the Federal award. Driver-only
trams were introduced in 1990 and since that time
about 30 have operated continuously on the Wattle
Park line.
At that time it was proposed that the introduction of
driver-only trams be phased in over a four-year
period. The previous government also established
an off-the-system retail sales network. It was
established in late 1989 and has continued to operate
since. I understand this government intends to
continue that initiative.
Moving to driver-only trams was the first change in
this area for many generations. In fact, it was to take
three years to implement, and it is not surprising
that the current government plans to take another 18
months to introduce the initiative that was
announced on 6 January.

It is worth considering what the staffing levels have
been in the Victorian public transport system in the
decade to 1992, because over that period the
previous government addressed the question of
staffing levels. Between 1982 and 1989 the level of
employment in the Public Transport Corporation
dropped by almost 7000.
It is worth remembering that during that period of
staff cuts there was an overall increase in services.
The patronage in the services provided by both the
Met and V/Line increased. Less rolling stock was
needed and the process of change and improvement
in efficiencies that was commenced then has
continued to this day.

It is also worth referring to the enterprise bargaining
agreement that was reached between the unions and
the previous Labor government. It sought to address
many of the key issues that have been followed
through by the present government with the
announcement by the Minister early in January and
more recently with the agreement signed between
the Minister and the unions. Crucial to that
agreement and crucial to a large percentage of the
savings that one hopes will be achieved in the public
transport system is the INDEC report. That report
was prepared by consultants and it contained a
number of recommendations for dramatic changes
to maintenance throughout the public transport
system. Those changes to maintenance of
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infrastructure and the workshops are a key feature
of the agreement about which the Minister made an
announcement yesterday.
However, it is interesting to note that the INDEC
report was commissioned by the previous
government. Its preparation involved a consultative
process that included the trade unions. In fact, many
of the changes that will now be implemented in that
area result directly from the previous government's
commissioning the INDEC report.
It is also worth noting that in January this year, the
Minister released what is now an infamous
document which was given the rather curious title
From a System to a Service. It outlined an intention to
close nine country rail lines and replace those
services with options that may have included buses
or a combination of other public transport modes. It
also included reference to the closure of two
metropolitan rail lines and the severe curtailment of
rail services along the Alamein corridor. It also
foresaw the closure of rail services after 8 p.m. and a
much reduced tram service after 8 p.m.
Since that time the Minister and the trade unions
have been involved in negotiations. There have been
negotiations, firstly, with the tramways union and,
secondly, with the remainder of the public transport
unions. Since that time, despite the announcement of
6 January, the unions have been able to convince the
Minister of the error of his ways and of the fact that
his intended closures and reductions in services
would be disastrous to the public transport system.
Through those negotiations the unions have been
able to secure the retention of a large number of
services.
I believe Victoria should give credit to the trade
unions, which were prepared to enter in those
negotiations and lay on the table major changes to
work practices and cost efficiency measures. In fact,
through those negotiations they were able to identify
areas of which neither the Public Transport
Corporation nor the Minister had been aware.
Therefore, both parties to the negotiations were able
to contribute to achieve the retention of six country
rail lines. But the negotiations have also resulted in
the closure of three country rail lines.
I will now address some of the service implications
of the agreement set out in the memorandum of
understanding.
At a metropolitan level, the Williamstown rail line
will be maintained. There has been a vigorous and
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ongoing campaign by the Williamstown community
which culminated in large public meetings and a
petition being presented to the House today. I
understand that it is the third largest petition to be
presented to Parliament. The determination and
involvement of the community has meant that the
Williamstown rail line will be maintained.
The Alamein line has had its full rail services
restored and the Up field line has been given a six
months stay of execution. I believe that it is the
intention of the government to close down the
Up field line. The opposition hopes that is not the
case. It calls on the Minister for Public Transport to
use this six-month period to ensure that the Upfield
line continues operation.
I understand that there is some interest in using the
area covered by the Up field line for the western
bypass. If the Up field rail line were not hindering
the construction of a very large and extensive
freeway, there may be substantial savings for the
road lobby but not for the public transport system.
Environmental effect statements should be made
examining all attendant issues. The opposition
hopes the Minister will support public transport
services, thereby supporting the people to the north
of Melbourne who have already had so much
community infrastructure removed by the
government.
The opposition hopes that in Cabinet discussions the
Minister for Public Transport will come down on the
side of the Up field line and that he will use his
considerable negotiating skills not only with unions
but also with his Cabinet colleagues so that they will
decide to retain this important rail line.
Proposals for people to use the North Coburg tram
route are not satisfactory. The tram route does not
cover the same distance as the Up field rail line. The
North Coburg tram route is already at capacity and
would not be able to take too many more passengers.
The last major metropolitan area that will see a loss
of services is the city centre through the removal of
city circle trains. This is a curious decision. It will not
result in enormous savings but puts in jeopardy the
integrity of the loop system.
The vision of people long ago was to develop an
underground rail loop in Melbourne. Integral to that
vision was to have trains not only running through
the loop to increase the efficiency of various branch
lines but also providing transport around the city.
Given that the government has not yet introduced
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free tram travel around the city, I should have
thought it would be important to keep the city circle
trains operating. It will damage business confidence
and play havoc with large numbers of commuters
not to have that service available; it will add
considerably to travel time.
Let us consider the impact of service reductions on
country rail lines. As we heard yesterday, at least six
out of nine country rail lines will be retained. Of
these at least four will be operated by the Public
Transport Corporation. The remaining three will be
replaced by bus services. Even those towns in rural
Victoria that are breathing a sigh of relief in the
expectation of their lines being retained know it has
been acknowledged that trains will be withdrawn
from those lines.
The tendering process now under way not only will
see three of those country train lines closed and
replaced by buses but also could see at least two
services operated by private companies. The real
fear of people is not the increased efficiency that
may well come from private companies but rather
what drives private companies: the need for profit,
the need for a rate of return.
We all know that public transport has a number of
cost components. One component clearly is
community service obligations. Those community
service obligations do not affect people living in
metropolitan Melbourne so much as people living in
the country. There is now the potential for a two-tier
rail system. Potentially rural towns and cities will be
serviced by companies with a corporate-based ethos.
One hopes some towns and cities will continue to be
provided with the good services that the PTC has
provided in the past.
Three rail lines will be closed. It has been
prominently reported in the press that services to be
closed are those running from Ballarat to Dimboola,
Melbourne to Mildura and Dandenong to
Leongatha. I know that in each of those locations
very determined citizens groups will oppose
closures, particularly in the north-west of the State.
There is widespread support in Mildura for the
retention of the Vinelander. There is widespread
support in the Wimmera for the retention of the line
to Dimboola.
Mr Stockdale - Is this an attack on the unions?
Mr BATCHELOR - This is an attack on the
reduction of services that will be brought about. Not
only does this extend to the closure of three lines; in
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the detail of the memorandum of understanding we
find that another two lines will be half closed. There
is a possibility that two lines will go only half the
distance.
It is interesting to note that the first thing that is
mentioned in the document is the rail service to
Cobram. There is a real possibility that this service,
the famous train line of Ken Jasper, will now be
terminated. It is proposed that this line be
terminated at Shepparton. Honourable members
would have heard of praise around Victoria for the
honourable member for Murray Valley, Mr Jasper,
the only member of the coalition who was prepared
to stand up for country services. The government
proposes to half-close the rail line going to his area.
It will stop just short of his electorate.

The government has the same sorts of proposals for
rail services to Bairnsdale. Trains will terminate at
Sale. So there is not just the closure of three country
rail lines, to be replaced by buses, but also two other
rail lines have been half closed. Services will be
dramatically reduced.
Everywhere I have been in the country the message
comes through loud and clear that rail is the
preferred form of public transport for people who
live and work in the country. It takes time to travel
the long distances in country areas, and people do
not feel that buses will adequately - Mr Slockdale interjected.
Mr BA TCHELOR - It is a pity that the Treasurer
has not been on a train.
Mr Stockdale interjected.
Mr BA TCHELOR -If the Minister wants to
discuss figures - The DEPUTY SPEAKER - Order! There will be
no discussion across the table.
Mr BATCHELOR - Not only will those three
country rail services be closed, but the Cobram
service will cease and the Traralgon-Bairnsdale
service will be truncated halfway.
The Liberal and National parties failed to outline
those dramatic changes prior to the State election.
The coalition's policy document should have
outlined the changes it proposed, but that was not
the case. At least Dr Hewson had the courage to
spell out his policies prior to last Saturday's election.

307

Page 21 of the State coalition's policy document
contains the coalition's supposed commitment to
country passenger services:
A coalition government will be committed to
maintaining an acceptable public transport service in
country areas.

That commitment is accompanied by a picture of a
V /Line passenger service! No-one could say that
that commitment matches the announcements made
yesterday by the Minister for Public Transport.
Although in the weeks immediately before the
election members of the government may have
known that many rural rail services would be
closed, the policy document clearly states that a
coalition government would provide an acceptable
level of public transport in rural areas.
The government should try telling that to the people
living in towns along the railway line between
Ballarat and Dimboola, the people living in towns
along the Mildura line or the people living along the
line from Dandenong to Leongatha. I am sure they
would say that the commitment in the policy
document does not match the consequences of the
measures recently outlined by the Minister.
Although the opposition welcomes the agreement
negotiated between Mr Brown and the transport
unions-Mr COOPER (Momington) - On a point of
order, Mr Deputy Speaker, I direct to your attention
Standing Order No. 98. On at least two occasions in
the past 3 or 4 minutes the honourable member for
Thomastown has not referred to the Minister for
Public Transport by his correct title, which is not in
accordance with Standing Order No. 98. I ask you to
ask the honourable member to comply with the
Standing Order.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER - Order! I did not pick
that up. However I take the point, and I remind the
honourable member for Thomastown that
honourable members should be referred to by their
correct titles.
Mr BATCHELOR (Thomastown) - That was a
slip of the tongue, Mr Deputy Speaker; I meant no
disrespect to the Minister.
As a result of decisions announced by the
government metropolitan and country rail services
will be reduced. The opposition hopes the
government will work together with the unions to
iron out any future problems. We want to see the
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Victorian public transport system restored to its
proper state. We hope that the public transport
portfolio comes in on budget and that increasing
numbers of Victorians will return to the system.

because of the incompetence of the then Minister for
Transport. His actions added to the ruination of the
State's public transport system, which had been all
but decimated by the time he assumed the portfolio.

Mr BROWN (Minister for Public Transport) - I
hold the office of Governor in high regard. I have
met the Governor, His Excellency the Honourable
Richard McGarvie, and Mrs McGarvie on several
occasions since they assumed high office, and I have
come to know them both reasonably well. Both are
very fine Victorians with a proud and distinguished
record of community service. Both are fine
Australians who are contributing to the betterment
of our society.

A couple of weeks ago I said that I thought the
honourable member for Thomastown would be
interested in restoring the credibility of the Labor
Party. If he wants to continue to hold down the
responsible position of shadow Minister for
Transport, he should start getting his facts right.

I assure the Governor of my loyalty and the loyalty
of the vast majority of the constituents of Gippsland
West. Most of the people I meet retain a high regard
for the monarchy. We must never forget that we are
participants in the best form of democracy ever
devised, the Westminster system, which allows the
people to take part in free and open elections such as
the Federal election last Saturday.
Every three or four years the people are able, if they
wish, to turf out their representatives without fear or
favour, a situation that does not apply in those many
countries throughout the world that are ruled by
dictators. The Westminster system continues to
prove itself to be the best form of democracy ever
devised.
How the once high and mighty in the Labor Party
cringed when I announced to the House yesterday
the agreement I had reached with the transport
unions - and how the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition cringed! As a former Minister for
Transport, the boy from Broadie - The DEPUTY SPEAKER - Order! The Minister
for Public Transport should refer to the honourable
member by his correct title.
Mr BROWN -- While he was the Minister for
Transport the honourable member for
Broadmeadows attempted to reform the transport
system - but he ended up ruining it! I well
remember the effect the MetTicket debacle had on
Melbourne's bid for the 1996 Olympics. The six
members of the International Olympic Committee
who were in Melbourne at the time found it difficult
to cross from one side of Bourke Street to the other
because of the trams blocking their path. Trams
lined Bourke Street from one end to the other, and
some 600 trams were abandoned on our streets

The honourable member said that all had been well
with public transport during the Labor Party's time
in office. What a lie; nothing could be further from
the truth. In only 10 years the Labor Party ruined the
State's public transport system. The ruination
started with Steve Crabb, the first Minister for
Transport in the Cain government. If ever a bloke
went mad handing around taxpayers' money it was
Steve Crabb. He blew millions and millions of
dollars in less than three years. He continued to
bloat an already bloated bureaucracy, increasing the
number of officers employed by 2400 within
18 months of assuming office. The transport policies
Steve Crabb put in place in Victoria made some of
Gough Whitlam's programs look minuscule. Within
18 months of that former Minister getting his fingers
in the till and gaining control of the purse strings the
portfolio was out of control.
At that time the unions reigned supreme. It did not
matter what decision was made, the government
was told by the unions to make changes and it did.
Thousands of extra staff were employed in the
Public Transport Corporation. At the same time the
health system in Victoria was being ruined by
another Labor Minister, so, after Steve Crabb had
completed the initial stages of ruining the system and I know the phrase "Snappy Tom" is
unparliamentary, so I won't use it -in a very
snappy way the honourable member for Coburg
wreaked havoc. Steve Crabb was turfed out and the
honourable member for Coburg, who is still a
frontbench member of the Labor Party, came in and
started the process of reform. What a slippery slope
that was! He went from one debacle to another.
High-fliers and whiz-kids who ran one of the rental
car firms in the United States of America were
brought in to fix up public transport. Instead of
fixing up public transport, the first thing the
honourable member for Coburg did was to allow the
new chief executive officer to buy a BMW with
taxpayers' money, and then, I am told, other BMWs
were bought and parked in the car park at the offices
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of the Ministry of Transport. It was also reported
that the then Minister threw ashtrays at his chief
executive officer. What a relationship they must
have had!
The honourable member for Coburg knew that the
department could not pay its way and decided to
borrow $136 million to get rid of the 2400 staff Steve
Crabb had put on.
Mr Slockdale - Did he get rid of that money?
Mr BROWN - To his credit, he downsized by
almost the same number. It is unbelievable that one
Minister can put on 2400 people and then another
can borrow $136 million to get rid of them!
That is only the beginning of the story. The unions
then said that it was outrageous that the government
they owned and controlled would put people off.
They said to the government, 'We run you" - as
they did for 10 years - "You put them back on,
pal!", and back on they went. Within 12 months, and
at the behest of the unions, almost every man and
woman who was laid off was replaced. Numerically,
the department was back where it started.
I could say more about that former Minister, the
now honourable member for Coburg, but he was
tossed out and in came his successor.
I also know I cannot use the unparliamentary term
"Scratchy Jim" but the present Deputy Leader of the
Opposition was appointed as the Minister for
Transport to fix up the department. The hero of the
working class, the boy from Broadie, brought in - -

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr BROWN - I hear the interjections and must
say that the Deputy Leader of the Opposition is the
Liberal Party's nominee to lead the Labor Party. The
government wants him in. He has the government's
full support, because it knows how good he is for
the government. The government wants a few more
terms, so the Deputy Leader of the Opposition has
the government's support.
In came the previous government's brightest star
shining on the horizon as bright as the rising sun. He
came in saying, '1 am here as your saviour". The
stories I have been told by some of the bureaucrats
at the Department of Transport would curl your
hair. I notice that your hair, Mr Deputy Speaker, is
even straighter than mine.
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The highlight of the performance of the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition was the MetTicket fiasco. I
do not know where he dreamed that up; the
bureaucrats cannot tell me. He came through the
door one day and said that he had the answer. He
said he knew the way to remove conductors from
the trams. The shadow spokesperson responsible for
transport has made a spectacle of himself by
praising the current government for having
achieved that. The previous government tried, and it
failed miserably.
The union movement, which ran the former
government, said at that time, "Don't do this. We
won't let you do this. If you do this we will have to
take the normal action. We will have to close the
system and keep it closed until it reopens on our
terms". That is the way transport was run for 10
years; and another $19 million went down the
gurgler.
Two weeks before the State election I discovered,
after making inquiries, that $1 million had been
spent on the equipment necessary to convert the
W-class trams to driver-only operation. At the time I
knew that the coalition parties would win
government because the message from the electorate
was spelt out clearly - that the incompetents in the
Labor Party were done for.
I said to a bureaucrat, ''Make sure you keep your eye
on that material to convert the W-class trams that
the former government spent nearly $1 million on,
because we'll need it in a few months". But he said,
'1 am sorry, it has been sold". I asked, ''To whom
was it sold?" He said, "A scrap metal merchant". I
said, 'What! They spent $1 million and they sold it
to a scrap metal merchant! How much did they get?"
He said that the former government had received
only $1500 for $1 million worth of work.
Mr Finn - That is criminal!
Mr BROWN - Charges should be brought
against any government that acts so outrageously. It
is even more outrageous because it happened only a
few months ago. Regardless of what the honourable
member for Thomastown has said, the former
government tried it all and it failed.
Then along came another Minister whom the unions
were really happy with - Peter Spyker. Why
wouldn't they be happy with Peter? He was
constantly asking them what they wanted him to do
and whether he was doing enough. The unions were
able to get anything they wanted.
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What a spectacular and miserable failure that
collective was! No beneficial structural changes were
made to the system. When the former government
came to office the transport system was losing $300
million a year. By the time it left office the transport
system was losing just on $2000 million a year.
Things were so desperate that by the end of the last
financial year - about 18 months ago - the former
government was $6S million short of balancing its
transport budget. What did the government do? It
stopped paying its bills. The former government
fixed that up to the extent of about $SO millionand private firms went broke as a result of that
incompetent government's refusal to pay its bills.
But the former government was still millions of
dollars short.
One of the best schemes of all time was to use a
secret shelf company with dummy directors who
could secretly borrow money overseas. Thankfully
just before the election in October I had a tip-off that
the then government had established a shelf
company, Warana Valley Pty Ltd, which borrowed
$30 million from the Deutsche Bank of Germany. It
also went to the Bus Proprietors Association and
requested that the association give it back the
$7 million in funding the government had just paid.
It claimed it wanted the money for the weekend and
that it would pay market rates of interest. The cost to
the government of that exercise, including legal and
other costs, was $250 000. What an outrage! That is
not management; that is mismanagement. I could go
on ad infinitum about the outrageous things that
were done to Victorians through the former
government's terrible management decisions.
The coalition has been in office only five months and
it is true that it inherited a deficit about which the
full story has not yet been told. However, when the
audit of the State is completed on 30 June the true
picture will be known.
The Deparbnent of Transport was faced with the
prospect of having to save $245 million a year
forevermore; in other words, $1 billion less every
four years to run public transport. Bearing in mind
the way the former government ran Victoria, that
seemed an impossible task.
I was told I was going into a job where I would not
succeed because the unions ran the show, and that
was pushed down my throat by the four failed
Labor Ministers. I remember the statements they
made in this House about the impossibility of the job.
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The government has been able to sit quietly behind
closed doors with each and every transport union.
Members of the opposition can rabbit on as much as
they like, but they tried it when they were in
government and failed, despite the fact that they
claimed to be close to the unions and that they were
allies.
I must pay due regard to the people with whom I
have been dealing over recent months. The leader of
the tramways union, Lou Di Gregorio, had enough
commonsense to see that if he negotiated with the
government he would achieve a better outcome for
his members. I would never begrudge anyone the
opportunity of fighting for a better outcome for the
people he or she represents, regardless of whether
they are unionists or members of church or business
organisations or whatever.
To his credit Mr Di Gregorio came away from a very
lengthy round of negotiations with a better deal for
his members and the government came away with
an excellent outcome for Victoria. This government
has succeeded with the big ticket items in the public
transport system, such as driver-only operation,
where the previous government failed.
Within the next 18 months the government will have
in place a fully automated ticketing system. That
will be achieved not through divisive strikes or
community disruption - it will not be achieved by
trams being stranded nose to tail along Bourke Street
and other major thoroughfares - but through
cooperation.
Due credit must go to the unions and those involved
in the negotiations. In the past few weeks I have
spent countless hours with my colleague, the
Honourable Geoff Craige, to whom I pay great
credit. His background in industrial relations has
proved invaluable in the negotiation process. The
government now has an agreement in principle - it
will be ratified within the next few days - to save
jobs, and I am not embarrassed by that. The
honourable member for Thomastown, the
opposition spokesperson on transport, is
embarrassed that he cannot talk about how that
process has been a miserable failure because the
truth is that 16 or 17 out of 20 rail lines have been
saved through sensible people negotiating in a way
that nobody would ever have believed possible. I
make no apology for the majority of train services
being saved because the unions had enough
commonsense in the end to sit down and negotiate,
and I pay them credit for that.
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Within three years the entire transport system will
be operating under international best practice, which
means that the State's trams, trains and buses will be
as efficient as those anywhere else in the world.
What a proud boast! Five months ago the public
transport system was on its knees having been
decimated by a decade of Labor incompetence.
Within 36 months, by agreement with the unions,
that system will be up to world standard. Who
would have believed that?
The government has an agreement on automated
ticket machines. If the Labor Party were in office for
the next 100 years it would never achieve that. The
introduction of the Victoria Police to protect the
system has already been achieved, coupled with the
eventual removal of guards from trains. That will
result in dramatic savings to the taxpayers.
Driver-only operation of every train in the State has
been agreed to with the unions.
Contracts for the Public Transport Corporation bus
fleet are currently under negotiation and expressions
of interest have been called. Many areas, such as
maintenance, construction, cleaning and catering,
will be contracted out. Agreement has been reached
on which parts of those operations will be tendered
out to private enterprise. It has been agreed that the
bulk information technology operations will be
contracted out. Freight savings alone will total
$17 million a year.
Members of the opposition talk about workshops. If
ever there were an example of labour largesse it is
the way it ran railway workshops. If a mate of the
Labor Party wanted a job, he could always be slotted
into the railway workshops. The former government
knew about those endemic rorts but it closed its
eyes. It walked away from the hard issues, including
the workshops at Jolimont, but this government has
an agreement that will close Jolimont before June.
The work currently done at that location will be sent
out to other places where it will be done more
efficiently. The people who remain in the system
will work in a world-class system of which they can
be proud.
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how the changes to the public transport system will
save $245 million a year.
The discredited Labor Party has criticised my
colleagues from rural Victoria, but they all backed
the government. They have found it difficult - I
acknowledge that. My community lost its train
service 16 years ago. It was believed at the time that
the town would die but the train service was
replaced by modern airconditioned coaches, the
drivers of which have never gone on strike. It has
been a highly reliable service, which has made
passengers, particularly women, pleased to use it
even late at night because they feel safe under the
watchful eye of the driver.
My colleagues were at my door with requests about
changes that might be made, but they have said, '1f
you can negotiate an agreement that will save some
train services, even if it means fewer services a day,
do it. We will publicly back you. If the unions will
agree to a compromise, we will back your decision
and if you save some of the lines, that will be
fantastic." With the support of my colleagues, most
trains will now continue to run. They would
certainly have been closed under a Labor
government because that government could not pay
its bills.
The government's unequivocal guarantee is that
every community will continue to have a public
transport service and, if train services are replaced
with modern airconditioned coaches, those coaches
will be reliable and safe My National Party
colleagues are down-to-earth people who
understand the real world.
Mr McNamara - They are the salt of the earth!

I am not embarrassed by the retention of the
Williamstown rail line. Members of the opposition
should be screaming praise from the rooftops about
that outcome. The trains on the Alamein line were to
be replaced at night by buses, but they will now
continue to run.

Mr BROWN - That is not an unfair term. As the
Leader of the National Party knows, most people in
the bush do not use trains. I received a deputation
about the closure of a train service, but I found that
the deputation had travelled to see me by car.
People on the land work damned hard for their
money! They are bleeding financially; they should
not have to prop up unprofitable services. Under the
agreement trains will continue to run as cheaply as
possible but if buses replace them they will be
airconditioned, modern coaches with telephones on
board. Daily return bus services will probably be
increased, and my colleagues believe that is not a
bad outcome.

I pay due credit to my colleagues for supporting the
government's announcement on 6 January outlining

The bottom line is that the government has the
scores on the board in transport. Within three years,
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by agreement, Victoria will have as modem and
efficient a public transport system as anywhere else
in the world.
The opposition has no credibility. It tried to refonn
public transport but failed miserably. The
government's achievements in five months surpass
the Labor government's efforts in ten years, and this
government has not even started! No-one should
listen to the hypocrisy and humbug coming from the
Labor Party.
Mr PERTON (Doncaster) - I am grateful for this
opportunity to participate in the Address-in-Reply
debate. 1 am also grateful to the people of Doncaster
for re-electing me. Seventy per cent of the electorate
voted for the new government.
I am also grateful to the Doncaster Liberal Party
campaign committee, which is chaired by Neil
Taylor, Mandy Day, my campaign manager and
many others. I am grateful to all those who worked
hard to ensure that the coalition parties became the
government of Victoria.
The people of Doncaster did not fare well under the
Labor government. Schools were left in a terrible
state, road problems were not dealt with and
injustice reigned. I shall give an example. Donvale
Primary School council wanted to implement an
after-school care program. It was told by the Labor
government that no money was available for the
program and, being sensible, the council decided to
fund the program itself. However the fonner
Community Services Victoria, a different Ministry,
said, ''No, you can't have this program unless you
receive Commonwealth funding through the
education department".
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coming years under your leadership the quality of
Parliamentary debate will improve.
Earlier today the Leader of the OppOSition said that
the result of last Saturday's Federal election sent out
a challenge to the Victorian government. I agree that
a challenge arose from the Federal result. The
implementation of the government's program will
meet that challenge.
The government went to the people with a strong
program of action, and important elements of that
program were passed during the first Parliamentary
session. However the return of the Federal Labor
government in Canberra has turned the spotlight
more closely on this government.
We need to persuade the people of Australia that
they made the wrong choice on Saturday. We need
to convince them that the implementation of the
coalition government's policy is more desirable than
a continuation of the programs initiated by the
Laborgovernment.
The Victorian opposition does not face a challenge
because it is unlikely that it will sit on the
government benches this side of the 21st century,
and probably long after that.
Ms Marple interjected.
Mr PERTON - The honourable member for
Altona says that I am kidding myself. I understand
the honourable member is a numbers person. I
understand the reason the honourable member for
Mill Park had to change his residential address and
seat two years ago was the result of hard numbers
work done by this new member of Parliament.

What a ridiculous situation! The school council and
parents were prepared to help themselves. I pay
tribute to the Minister for Education because within
a matter of days of being told about this injustice he
dealt with the matter and the Donvale Primary
School after-school care program is now running.

Indeed if the honourable member believes I am
kidding myself all she has to do is add up the
numbers on this side of the House and also examine
the result on Saturday. Then she will understand
that it will be at least 12 years before the Labor Party
comes out of the wilderness.

I commend the Governor for the strong promises on
government action in his speech; they will benefit
Victoria and the people of Doncaster.

Members of the Liberal Party have to work hard to
persuade the Australian people that they have the
solution. They can do that because liberalism is the
philosophy of self-empowerment.

I also congratulate you, Mr Speaker, and your
deputy. Mr Speaker, your statements from the
Chair, your chairmanship and your support of
chairpersons of Parliamentary committees
demonstrates your commitment to the
Parliamentary process. I am sure that during the

The principle of the philosophy of a Liberal
government is to make people feel good about
themselves, to be self-reliant, but to have a safety
social net. That starts with one's family and friends.
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Members of the opposition kid themselves. They
have forgotten about the importance of basic societal
values. They believe funding programs and
organisations run by their mates are somehow a
substitute for the network of family and friends.
Liberals understand that government has an interest
in providing the social safety net, but in doing that it
must ensure that people look after themselves, their
families and their communities.
Liberalism embodies Australian values. Last year I
read a good analysis of Australian society by a
Marxist writer - there are not many of them left,
but there may be some associated with the
opposition backbench -who said that the
fundamental Australian psyche was that of
liberalism. His criticism of the Australian Labor
Party was that it was a bureaucratic party. The first
Liberal value is tolerance.
The honourable member for Mill Park has just made
an extraordinary speech. He accused the
government of not having an adequate
representation from ethnic communities. That
assertion is wrong. A number of Liberal members
not only come from a mix of ethnic backgrounds but
have participated in the development of ethnic
communities. My own electorate is a microcosm of
Victorian and Australian society. It has an
extraordinary mix of population, an harmonious mix
that continues to change with large migration from
Europe, Hong Kong, Taiwan and South Africa.
The second Liberal value is the idea of fair go. That
should not require too much explanation.
The third major Liberal value is mateship.
It was extraordinary that the Prime Minister, on the
night of his election victory, wrapped himself in
Australian values. He wrapped himself in Liberal
values because he recognises the values and
aspirations of the majority of Australians. The values
the Prime Minister addressed on Saturday night
were alien to many members of the opposition. They
do not understand the real values of Victorians.
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Earlier today the Leader of the Opposition referred
to a morality of service and public service. It is clear
Victorians did not believe she or the team which she
led was capable of delivering that service.
The Minister for Public Transport has just put an
excellent comparison of the performance of the
Labor government with the performance of the
coalition government. The Minister conducted
negotiations with members of more than 13 unions
to achieve peace within the transport system. What a
tribute to the philosophy on which liberalism is
based! It is extraordinary that the party of the
unions, the party whose Deputy Leader is a former
Minister for Transport, was incapable of solving the
problem.
Mr Batchelor interjected.
Mr PERTON - The honourable member for
Thomastown interjects that the Victorian Trades
Hall Council has come to the bargaining table. It's
true! The Labor government was unable to achieve
any success in its negotiations with the Trades Hall,
but the Liberal government has achieved that feat!
Since the coalition was elected to government the
education issue has proved controversial. The
Treasurer today referred to the $3 billion Budget
deficit. The opposition does not understand that
members of the government do not want to have a
platform based on increased taxes and reduced
services.
Liberal values in education will provide a better
solution for the State. The Victorian certificate of
education is a hopeless social experiment that was
introduced by the former Premier, the honourable
member for Williamstown.
The honourable member for Frankston East
described the conditions of the schools in his
electorate during his maiden speech. He said one of
the schools in his area had stained carpets in every
corner of every classroom, that the roof and
guttering were unserviceable and that the facility
was a disgrace.

Ms Marple - Rubbish!
Mr Hamilton interjected.
Mr PERT ON - The honourable member for
Altona says, "Rubbish". She is a member of the
socialist left faction of her party, which controls the
leadership of the opposition. It is an extraordinary
organisation and is incapable of dealing with the
problems of the 20th century.

Mr PERTON - The honourable member for
Morwell makes a valid point. The electorate of
Frankston East was formerly a safe Labor electorate
and was represented by a member of the Labor
Party prior to the State election.
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The honourable member for Mill Park earlier
whined and complained because he does not have a
hospital or a new school in his electorate, but it is
also a safe Labor Party electorate.
The honourable member for Frankston East has
done a valuable service in pointing out the
disgraceful condition of schools in his electorate. The
coalition has a commitment to ensure fairness and
equity for all Victorians.
The honourable member for Frankston East is not
unique in growing up in a working-class suburb and
being taught in schools that had poor facilities and
classes of 40 children or more. Many Liberal
members of Parliament had the same experience and
they want something better for their children.
It is stupid and arrogant for members of the Labor

Party to think they have a monopoly on social
conscience. The three members who participated in
an earlier debate were members of a government
that misled the State because they would not release
important documents. It is hypocritical for them to
talk now of a social conscience and a morality when
they wasted millions of dollars of taxpayers' money
in keeping secret the failures of their government.
Mr Mildenhall - Will you protect the Fol
legislation?
The SPEAKER - Order! The honourable
member for Footscray is out of order. The
honourable member for Doncaster should ignore
interjections.
Mr PERTON -It is nice to get a reminder from
the honourable member. The Leader of the
OppOSition, as Premier of Victoria, headed a
government that stole $1 million from the Pyramid
fund. The then government invited Pyramid deposit
holders to forward their deposit books to the
government and in return they would receive a
bond with the government paying the cost of the
bond. It was a straightforward arrangement because
the government had agreed to pay the stamp duty
on the bonds. It was the government agreeing to
forgo a liability it created. That government was so
desperate for money that it obtained a legal opinion
from the then Solicitor-General which said that it
could charge $1 million against the Pyramid fund.
The ultimate disgrace is that the Labor Party stole $1
million from a fund for widows, orphans and the
unemployed - in fact, all the people of Geelong.
Ms Marple interjected.

Wednesday, 17 March 1993

Mr PERTON - Once again the honourable
member for Altona is getting carried away. If she is
not disgusted by that sort of action, she should not
be in this place and she is certainly not an emblem of
the so-called morality of the Public Service that the
Leader of the Opposition spoke about earlier. It was
not only the fact that the Labor Party took out $1
million but it fought all the way through the courts
to make sure the then opposition and the people of
Victoria did not find out.
Another contributor to the debate today was the
honourable member for Albert Park who spoke
about high moral standards and the need for open
government. He was the adviser to the then
Attorney-General, Mr McCutcheon, who has now
retired from this House. Mr McCutcheon was
appointed in most interesting circumstances. He was
a member of the socialist left and the first
Attorney-General for some time without a law
degree. The honourable member for Albert Park was
employed to advise and protect him because he
actually knew something about the portfolio, and it
was under the advice of the honourable member for
Albert Park that the then Attorney-General decided
on a picnic in Italy. He thought the people of
Victoria should have a joint festival with the people
of Veneto Province and the occasion would be used
to sell Victorian products. It was an admirable idea
and the budget was $60 000.
I do not think any honourable member would have
qUibbled with improving relations with Italy.
Australia has a lot of migrants from Italy and they
have made a success of their lives in this country.
However, the then Attorney-General had grandiose
ideas and, with the help of the current honourable
member for Albert Park and later on with the help of
the Honourable David White, who was then the
Minister for Industry, Technology and Resources,
the picnic turned out to be an extravaganza at a cost
of $1 million to the Victorian taxpayer. We provided
a chef for the night at $1300; we imported the food
from Melbourne; we had Italian models modelling
Australian clothes, and we had a violin orchestra.
Not only that but we hired a villa and we
contributed some 15 000 Victorian trees to the
garden of the villa. The people of Victoria would
never have known that they contributed to that
picnic unless freedom of information and the courts
had been used to drag the information out of the
government.
Another example of moral standards was the Trish
Jones case. She was a talented adviser in the Office
of Aboriginal Affairs. People from across the
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political spectrum would say she was well equipped
to advise the government but all of a sudden the
most extraordinary thing happened: she resigned.
She brought an action before the Equal Opportunity
Board and made some extraordinary allegations
against a Minister of the Crown. One would have
thought a government with high moral standards
and openness would want to prove to the public
that a Minister could not possibly be capable of the
acts alleged against him.
The then Deputy Leader of the Opposition and the
then Premier took over the negotiations on behalf of
the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs, the Honourable
Brian Mier, and poor Brian was left out in the cold.
He had no part in the negotiations; in fact he was
sent overseas on a trip to get him out of the way.
The SPEAKER - Order! I advise the honourable
member that reflections on a member in another
place are out of order, except by way of a
substantive motion. I suggest that the honourable
member change tack slightly.
Mr PERTON - Indeed, Mr Speaker, I shall say
no more about the former Minister because he had
nothing more to do with the matter. The Leader and
the Deputy Leader of the Opposition, who had such
supposedly high moral standards, then authorised a
$90000 payout to Ms Jones. That was a large
amount of money for that jurisdiction, and it had to
be large because the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition wanted a secrecy clause. Ms Jones did
not ask for a secrecy clause. If it had not been for Ms
Jones and her mates and ultimately our use of the
Supreme Court to get the documents, the public of
Victoria would never have been the wiser.
There were also the public transport rolling stock,
the Portland electricity deal, the State Bank and
Tricontinental problems and all the channelling of
money to hack groups associated with the Labor
Party.
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went to the people with published policies that
subsequently have been implemented in full or are
in the course of being implemented. To the extent
that taxes have had to be increased, only one group
of people is guilty concerning the need to do that:
the Labor Party and its Ministers.
The other day the Premier referred to the opposition
as being irrelevant. I agree that it is irrelevant. It is
the guilty party. It placed the current government in
the position of having to fix up the economy of the
State.
We have been offered a challenge and we are taking
up that challenge. The people of Victoria and of
Doncaster will benefit from the work of this
government. We have three and a half years before
the next election, and seven and. a half years until the
election following the next election. We will be in
office to the next century before the Labor
opposition is capable of mounting a serious
challenge.
We must apply Liberal solutions. We will win with
them, and the public of Doncaster and Victoria will
be the winners.
Mr J. F. McGRATH (Warrnambool) - I pledge
my support and that of the majority of my
constituents in the electorate of Warrnambool to His
Excellency the Governor and Mrs McGarvie in the
job they have undertaken on behalf of all Victorians.
I also recognise the good work done by the previous
Governor, Or McCaughey, and Mrs McCaughey.
This is the first time I have had the opportunity of
mentioning that in debate in this place. On behalf of
the constituents of Warrnambool I thank them for
the outstanding job they did as our representatives
in this State and especially for the way they went
about meeting the people.

The Honourable John Cain used high-minded words
when he was originally Premier and he spoke about
the need for participation of the public in the
decision making of the government. Those words
were echoed by his successor, who is now the
Leader of the Opposition. I shall not call them
hypocrites but if people were able to judge their
actions against their words they would find them
hopelessly inadequate.

I take the opportunity of congratulating you,
Mr Speaker, on your appointment to such a high
office. You have a challenge to meet and your
appointment reflects credit on your personal ability
and the respect that Parliament has for you in giving
you the responsibility of such an important role. I
am sure all sides of the House welcome your
appointment and know that you will discharge your
responsibilities in a completely neutral and unbiased
way. Parliament and the Westminster system will
gain from your chairmanship and responsibility.

The current coalition government has high moral
standards and a desire to serve the community. It

I congratulate all members who have been elected,
particularly new members. I hope they will enjoy
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their stay and will work hard and develop
friendships across the Chamber. They should
remember that, although they have responsibilities
to their electorates, they should not forget their
families. Being a Parliamentarian is a challenging
and demanding occupation; it erodes much of the
valuable time that one can spend with one's family. I
urge members on both sides of the House to be
conscious of that and take every opportunity to
spend those quality hours on a regular basis with
their families to ensure the ongoing relationships are
not damaged or downgraded. I offer that advice as
someone who has been in this place for eight years.
Being a Parliamentarian impinges significantly on
family life and the things that one would like to do.
We should be ever mindful that there is a life after
politics and we have a responsibility to our families.
Sometimes we can get caught up in what we are
doing, and that is not necessarily good for family
relationships.
I thank the electors of Warmambool for again giving
me the opportunity of representing them in this
place; most importantly, this time as a member of
government. Since being elected in 1985 I felt the
frustration of being an opposition member and
reacting or responding to policies or philosophies
that were often foreign to me personally.
I recall my colleague from western Victoria, the
Minister for Regional Development in the other
place, saying when we had dinner after the first or
second sitting day of Parliament that he felt it was
long enough to have been in opposition. Those who
have experienced opposition would know that
feeling. There is a great sense of reaction, of not
having control of the reins and not having the
opportunity of delivering one's philosophical points.
I remember clearly how accurate my colleague's
comments that night proved to be. One day in
opposition is too long.
Today I am here as the member for Warrnambool
and as a member of a coalition government that has
been charged with the onerous responsibility of
resurrecting the State and restoring it to the great
heights it once enjoyed.
The credibility of Victoria in Australia and
internationally has been damaged significantly by
10 years of gross mismanagement by a Labor
government. I am surprised that opposition
members who were members of the previous
government and were in opposition before that had
the audacity to whinge, carp and criticise, when they
were responsible for the legacy that the Victorian
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community is encumbered with. They were
responsible for the decision-making process, either
as frontbenchers or backbenchers. They must accept
that responsibility.
It is interesting to hear their comments from the time

of Labor's transition into power in 1982 and the
massive extinction of its power in 1992. During that
period Victorians have experienced a desire for
change and have said, 'We don't only want change;
we want the coalition to lead that change".
The opposition is criticising industrial relations
reform. That never ceases to amaze me because the
opposition never debated industrial reforms in the
public arena.
The unions and the Labor government, led by the
Premier of the day, pushed industrial relations as
the main theme in the lead-up to the last State
election, but today opposition members are saying
that the policy was not debated or laid open for the
community to evaluate. That is mischievous; it is a
nonsense! Therein lies the basis of the fundamental
planning of coalition. If the government is to change
the direction of Victoria it must change industrial
relations.
Today the Minister for Public Transport clearly spelt
out the transport program and his achievements,
commitment, dedication and perseverance in
working with the trade union movement to achieve
industrial change. That was the message that came
out of the election of 3 October. A massive majority
has been delivered to the coalition by the people of
Victoria because they want change. They recognise
that the restrictive and prohibitive work practices of
the past 3, 4 or 5 decades have had their day. If the
State is to survive we have to change, and change
quickly.
When one comprehends the deplorable financial
situation the coalition has inherited from Labor one
understands the time frame and necessity for change
in certain areas. The best example I can give to my
constituents is to say to them, ''Do you realise that
the last one of three downgradings by Moody's
Investors Service cost the State between $225 million
and $245 million a year in extra interest?" People's
minds boggle at such a figure; that is how the former
Labor government mismanaged the State; that is the
legacy the coalition has inherited. There is a degree
of urgency on the part of the government to change
policy direction and implement change.
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I listened with interest to the scenarios painted by
the shadow Minister for Public Transport and the
Minister for Public Transport regarding the
transport area. It has been a hot issue in country
Victoria. In May last year when I was travelling
home to Warmambool by train one Thursday night
after a Parliamentary sitting - many members
know I travel regularly by train - the conductor, a
local steward with the Australian Railways Union,
sat beside me and said, "John, what are we going to
do? We obviously can't continue to run the service
the way it is". We talked about th~ inefficiency and
lack of support for the services that were provided
on the Warrnamboolline. There are three services
daily. They are outstanding services, but they cannot
be supported, justified or substantiated. A shop
steward from the trade union movement sat beside
me and told me exactly that: we cannot continue to
support such services.
When the coalition decided that we should consider
transport reform across the State, whether in
metropolitan or country Victoria, all we heard was
carping from the opposition benches and all the
other lackeys, with comments like ''The government
is closing country lines. It will withdraw services".
The reality is that right from day one the Minister
has said that there will be no reduction in the level
of service to country Victoria. The mode of service
might change, but the level of service will remain
the same. In fact we could see an improvement in
services through increased regularity and
convenience of pick-up, particularly in country and
regional Victoria. An amount of $5.15 million will be
saved on the Warmamboolline.
It is interesting that many of the people who

protested to me in a variety of ways, when asked
whether their organisations - whether local
government or other bodies - were prepared to
surrender $3 million to help us prop up a service
costing $5.15 million, lost interest. They are just like
the people who never travel on trains but who were
demanding that services be retained.
I come from a small business background. If a
business cannot deliver and cannot get the
customers in through the door, it cannot survive. In
small business there is no black hole to take money
from. There was a black hole for public transport to
draw from, but there was no money in it. That is
how public transport has been run in Victoria. The
previous government continued to go back to the
black hole with no thought about tomorrow or the
next generation.
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As the Minister said today, under Labor's reign and
direction there would be no public transport by the
year 2000. We could not have afforded to continue
providing public transport, yet the opposition
whinges about the reform process put in place.
Discussion between the government, the tramways
union and 10 other unions must have been
mind-boggling, but the government has come up
with agreements which secure ongoing public
transport services.
Services were placed in jeopardy by the Labor Party
when in government. Today we have a public
transport option which will survive for our children,
grandchildren and our grandchildren's children.
The State Budget is of enormous concern. People
look starry-eyed when they are ,told that the State
debt is $65 billion or $65 000 million. They cannot
comprehend this; it is just too big. I can recall trying
to work out at a meeting how we could put that in
understandable, explainable terms, particularly for
people who earn $20 000, $30 000 or $40 000 a
year - millions are foreign to them.
In 1991, just prior to Christmas, the honourable
member for Coburg, the gentleman who ran public
transport at one stage, 10 and behold, was the
Treasurer. At that time there was a jackpot in
Tattslotto of $14 million. Someone with a calculator
and a sharp brain quickly worked out what
proportion $14 million was of $65 billion. Most
people could understand this analogy. If Tom Roper,
as the Treasurer of the day, was able to win the
$14 million Tattslotto jackpot every Saturday night
for 85 years on his own, he would payoff the
debt - wait for it - but not the interest. When
people are given that analogy, the penny drops.
The people voted on that sort of message on 3
October. That is our inheritance from the former
Labor government. Opposition members have to
take responsibility, whether on the back bench or the
front bench, for blundering in this way. The then
honourable member for Doveton raved about
unemployment being at the lowest level for 62
months on end. All sorts of funny-money deals were
foisted on the coalition by the previous government.
The former honourable member for Bundoora as
Premier, the then honourable member for Doveton
as Treasurer and their successors have put us into
the diabolical situation we are in today.
It does not make life easy when Ministers charged

with the responsibility of running their departments
cannot implement programs which they see as
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important because of the gross incompetence of
opposition members. It is a disgrace. The Victorian
public has realised that it is a disgrace. At the end of
this term they will start to see the redirection of
Victoria and realise that the changes we have put in
place, quick and sharp as they might have been by
necessity, have had their effect in the community.
The government no longer spends with a bankcard
mentality. The problem is that governments have
not justified expenditure. It is disgracefulabsolutely deplorable - that nearly 30 cents in
every dollar is spent on interest payments. If I were
operating a tyre service in such a way, the liquidator
would have wound up my company because I
would not have been able to pay my bills.
The Minister for Public Transport said that this is
what happened in the area of public transport. The
Public Transport Corporation could not pay its bills.
It did not pay small business people, and
consequently they went out of business. How
disgraceful is that? The opposition speaks of the
priority of jobs, business and employment, but it
drove people to the wall. That is a disgrace,
especially considering that small business still
employs the greatest number of people in Australia.
The former government is responsible for my
becoming involved in politics. With the plethora of
taxes and charges, requests for certificates and forms
to be filled in every month, I was sick to the back
teeth of spending hours at a time filling forms in.
That is why I am delighted to see that the Minister
for Small Business in conjunction with the
super-Ministry is considering putting all such forms
together so that there can be a one-stop shop: one
report and one cheque presented a t the end of the
month instead of people having to fill in countless
forms and write countless cheques. That is why I
became involved in politics. I was frustrated at being
prevented from achieving what I wanted to do as a
small business operator. The reality was that until I
could become a member of Parliament and try to do
something to relieve the situation there was not
much sense in carping about the problem.
Mr Micallef interjected.
Mr J. F. McGRATH - The honourable member
for Springvale, who is barking away at the table, is
one of the ones responsible for the disgraceful state
of the Victorian economy. He is one of the ones
responsible for a quarter of a million people being
unemployed.
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Or Napthine - He is proud.
Mr J. F. McGRATH -As the honourable
member for Portland interjects, he is proud. It is a
pretty sad reflection on what I understood to be his
political philosophy if he feels proud about what he
has placed on the shoulders of families and workers
of Victoria. The honourable member is very
fortunate to have a job, considering the actions of the
Labor Party when in government.
Agriculture has fared badly under successive Labor
governments. An examination of the size of Labor
government Budgets over 10 years shows that while
some increased marginally and others increased
Significantly, funds for agriculture were cut in real
terms each year.
An honourable member interjected.
Mr J. F. McGRATH - Never mind arguing
about 1.1 per cent increases, each year the funds
allocated to agriculture were cut in real terms.
Victoria has the most efficient agricultural industry
in Australia; and some of our commodity groups are
the most efficient of their type in the world. Despite
that the Labor government did nothing to assist the
dairy industry to move into Asian markets or to
undertake research and development to enhance
production and productivity.
For many years the dairy industry has been the only
industry in Australia to register an annual increase
in productivity of 5 per cent. That success has been
achieved through the industry'S own research and
development, the selective breeding of stock,
improved facilities and pastures, and the efficient
operations of farms. Despite that success, successive
Labor governments have left the industry to hang
out to dry.
Since 3 October the Victorian farming community
has become increasingly optimistic. Although
serious problems remain to be solved, the
government has accepted the challenges left to it as a
result of the incompetence of the former Labor
government, which denied agriculture its fair
allocation of taxation revenue.
As I have said, the interest costs associated with the
downgradings of Victoria's credit rating are
astronomical. That is why one of the imperatives of
the government is to balance the Budget within its
first term. Victoria is again under the critical gaze of
the ratings agencies. Because of the mismanagement
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of the former government, we cannot afford to put a
foot wrong. Every Minister from the Premier down,
and every member of the government, backbencher
or othelWise, is absolutely committed to achieving
the first-term target of balancing the Budget without
watering down the expectations of the Victorian
community.

honourable member's contribution to the debate on
the motion for the adjournment of the sitting has
been an ovelWhelming success. Each night
between 10 and 12 opposition and government
members take part in the debate, and each night
nearly a full bench of Ministers listens and responds
to the matters raised.

The agreements announced by the Minister for
Public Transport will result in savings of almost
$1 billion over four years - in other words, some
$245 million each year - while e~uring the same if
not improved levels of service. That is what good
government is all about. The business of
government must be run along the lines of the
private sector, which has had to survive for years
without the benefit of government support.

I believe the IS-minute limit on contributions to
Grievance Day debates will prove equally
successful. Your statement to the House today,
Mr Speaker, about the conduct of question time is
also on the right track. I noticed an immediate
change in the attitudes of honourable members this
afternoon, which augurs well for your attempts to
improve the conduct of question time.

One of the greatest encumbrances facing the private
sector is the cost of workers compensation,
particularly since 1985. In that year both sides of the
House agreed that the workers compensation
scheme had to be changed. But WorkCare has been
an absolute disaster not only for employers but for
those many injured employees who have found it
difficult to return to work. Because of the lack of
rehabilitation services provided under WorkCare
many injured workers have been unable to return to
work if for no other reason than that they are below
par, physically and mentally, because they have
been out of the work force for too long. What an
indictment of the system!
The Accident Compensation (WorkCover) Act will
relieve the enormous financial strain on employers
and address the $3 billion shortfall in unfunded
liabilities. The average WorkCover levy in New
South Wales is 1.8 per cent, and that system enjoys a
$700 million surplus. The average WorkCare levy
was 3 per cent, almost double the New South Wales
levy, yet our system has a shortfall of some
$3000 million.
The WorkCover legislation will give employers the
incentive to provide employment opportunities for
injured workers. It also contains a strong
rehabilitation component - and that is the secret.
Where possible injured workers must be encouraged
to return to work as soon as possible.

On pages 16 and 17 of his address at the opening of
the first session of the 52nd Parliament, the
Governor stresses the importance of the institution
of Parliament and the rigorous observance of proper
Parliamentary standards. No-one could deny that
the introduction of the 3-minute limit on each

As the Governor said, Parliament is the forum of the
people. The changes introduced by the government
will enable more honourable members than before
to give voice to the concerns and opinions of their
constituents.
Mr BILDSTIEN (Mildura) - I thank the electors
of Mildura for returning me to Parliament as their
representative for the next four years. My election
marked the first time that the electoral district of
Mildura has elected a member of a government
since the early 1950s, when the Labor Party was in
power.
The honourable member for Warmambool talked a
great deal about the scare campaign conducted by
the Labor Party and the unions prior to the State
election in October last year. Listening to him I was
reminded of the dirty and appalling scare tactics
embarked on in what many consider to be the safe
conservative seat of Mildura. The Labor Party tried
to strike the fear of God into public servants, nurses
and schoolteachers. The only issue that the then
government campaigned on was what would
happen in industrial relations were a Kennett
government elected.
I was appalled to hear the claims of the people who
visited my electorate office. They were almost
frightened out of their wits by the propaganda the
unions and the Labor Party had distributed prior to
the State election. It is interesting to observe what
has happened to Victoria since 3 October, which is
amply demonstrated in the Governor's speech:
The people of Victoria demonstrated unambiguously
that they wanted a change in polices and practices - a
change of direction and a fresh start.
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It was so unambiguous that there are 61 members on
this side of the House and only 27 members on the
other side. Despite the horrendous scare campaign
mounted by the former government and the union
movement, the people of Victoria would not be
fooled or conned again. In 1988 they were conned by
the then Premier, John Cain, but they would not let
that happen again.
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with the railway unions to reform the public
transport system. I do not have to remind the House
of the major exodus of capital and population from
Victoria over the years as companies have moved
interstate or offshore in search of more competitive
locations. The government is instituting a program
that will recast the fundamentals of our economy
and position ~s State for expansion in a changing
and vastly different world.

Mr Micallef - They weren't conned in 1993!
Mr BILDSTIEN - We will wait and see about
that. The Governor also said:
My government put a wide-ranging and clear program
of reform and change to the people of Victoria and
received a clear mandate to proceed.
The Victorian people clearly accepted Mr Kennett's
offer to take greater control of their own lives, to work
for the security of employment which comes from a
growing and vibrant economy_
All sectors of the community have accepted the
government's challenge to join it in a partnership to
rebuild the State.
There is general recognition that to provide incentive
for new business investment, to achieve a vibrant,
internationally competitive private sector and to offer
reward for effort for individual Victorians, this must be
a time of Significant change.

This is clearly a reformist government because the
economic circumstances of the State dictate that that
be so. We make no apology for that. The reforms the
government has initiated - and they will
continue - will sweep away the barriers to
international competitiveness, will provide
opportunities to Victorian businesses and will open
up the State for business again. The coalition,
through the Premier's trade mission, has already
sent a message to the rest of the world that under a
coalition government Victoria represents a sound
investment.
Our reforms in the public sector and the broader
economy are not intended simply to bring Victoria
back into the economic race; they are more extensive
than that. They are more extensive than those
implemented in any other State. The government
wants to implement international best practice for
Victoria.

Yesterday the House heard the Minister for Public
Transport outline the historic deal that he has struck

What we have to do - and what the people of
Victoria did on 3 October - is reject the attitudes
and policies of the past 10 years and express our
desire for change. The key policy on which the
coalition went to the election was "Open for
business", and that continues to be the key goal of
the government.
I turn now to the reforms the government has
introduced in the public transport sector and will
explain why they were necessary. The Minister for
Public Transport deserves the commendation of all
honourable members for the agreement in principle
that he has struck with the 11 unions that represent
the railways in this State under the umbrella of the
Trades Hall Council, an agreement that is in the best
interests of Victorian public transport users and
taxpayers.
There has been some criticism about why the
government needed to move quickly in the public
transport field. I shall not revisit the arguments the
Minister outlined to the House. Suffice to say that
over the past 10 years the previous Labor
administration wasted $9 billion on public transport.
For that expenditure it achieved a significantly less
efficient public transport system, a system that has
been described as the worst performing transport
business in Australia. Is it any surprise that Victoria
has the highest per capita transport deficit of any
State in the Commonwealth at $294 a person?
When the coalition inherited the financial disaster on
3 October it discovered that the annual operating
subsidy for the Public Transport Corporation had
reached a staggering $503 million. In addition to
what had been lost and what we are continuing to
lose in public transport, Victorian taxpayers were
subsidising the public transport system to the tune
of $503 million but were getting a less than adequate
service. When one considers that only 15 per cent of
Melburnians and about 3 per cent of country
Victorians use public transport, one realises that the
majority of taxpayers cannot continue to subsidise
PTC losses of millions of dollars a week.
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Over a period the former government had received a
series of reports highlighting the waste and
inefficiency in the public transport system, but those
issues were too hard for Labor government
transport Ministers to deal with because they
affected their union mates. The reports were put in
the bottom drawer and were not acted upon.
The present Minister outlined some of the losses
incurred under the four previous transport
Ministers: Mc Crabb, Mr Kennan, Mr Roper and
Mr Spyker. Honourable members will recall the
$11 million wasted on the aborted MetTicket project;
$5.3 million was wasted on redesigning the light rail
vehicle as a low-floor model that was never
proceeded with; $9.1 million was wasted on the
development of infrastructure and rolling stock for
the unnecessary double-decker train prototype;
$4.4 million was wasted on interest and bank
charges and legal costs relating to the arrears bus
payment system that has been operating through a
shelf company and foreign banks since 1990-91;
$84 million was wasted on Steve Crabb's
redundancy scheme, which resulted in no net staff
savings; and $1500 million was wasted on the cost of
the sale and lease-back of most of Victoria's trams,
trains and buses.
The government had to do something that would
ensure the long-term viability of public transport in
Victoria. It decided to transform the public transport
system into a service - for too long the Labor
government viewed public transport as a system to
be maintained.
The objective was not to cut the service but to cut the
waste and featherbedding that was compromising
the long-term viability of public transport. If the
coalition had not done that it would have been as
much to blame as the former administration.
A number of reports on public transport systems
have been undertaken throughout Australia in
recent years. It is hOrrifying to compare the record of
the PTC and the Victorian transport system with
those of other States. A recent Economic Planning
AdviSOry Council report found that Victoria's Public
Transport Corporation was the worst performing
government business enterprise in the nation. What
a sorry indictment of the former administration!
In its annual listing of the top 1000 companies the
Business Review Weekly ranked the Public Transport
Corporation as the worst perfOrming transport
organisation in Australia. What a sorry situation! In
1992 the Bureau of Industry Economics completed a
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report on rail freight and found that the PTC was the
most inefficient rail freight authority in Australia. In
1991 the Industry Commission reported that of all
the major rail systems in Australia, the urban rail
sector of the PTC showed least evidence of achieving
reform. Despite all the evidence that action was
needed, a string of Ministers, because of their union
mates, were unable to act and sat on their hands.
They should be ashamed of those reports.
The Commonwealth Grants Commission is the only
organisation that provides national recognition for
financial performance of State public transport
systems. Its most recent figures, for 1990-91, show
that in Victoria the public transport deficit was
nearly $1.3 billion or, as I said earlier, about $294 per
person - the worst per capita figure for any State in
Australia. It is more than a third higher than the
New South Wales figure and four times the figure in
Queensland.
In every year from the time the Labor Party took

office in 1982 until the last State election, the public
transport deficit increased. It is estimated that the
Labor Party decade of power has cost public
transport in Victoria $9 billion.
The average person would be unable to comprehend
the figure referred to earlier by the member for
Warmambool. He said that the liabilities of the State
amounted to $65 billion; and that parallels the
transport debt. The public transport system costs
$5.5 million a day to run, or $3800 a minute. Five
months ago the coalition parties inherited a public
transport system that lost $2 billion in 1990-91; that
is equivalent to $450 for each man, woman and child
in Victoria.
The cost recovery rate of the transport system is
absolutely abysmal. During the term of the previous
government the corporation's freight operations
returned more than 55 per cent, and its passenger
operations returned only 32 per cent of costs. On
that basis the PTC lost 60 cents for every dollar it
spent.
The Minister for Public Transport's recent
breakthrough with the unions will address a number
of problems that the coalition was aware of in
opposition. Theft in the public transport system is
only one of them. According to the last figures, more
than $1 million worth of stock was reported stolen
from the corporation since January 1990. Hundreds
of kilometres of copper wire worth more than
$250 000 has disappeared in the past three years, and
about 2200 wooden railway sleepers worth $50 000
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disappeared in one month alone. About $70 000
worth of portable computer and radio equipment
has also gone missing. This obvious and disgraceful
crime wave in the PTC requires urgent attention,
and I am sure the Minister for Public Transport has
it well in hand.
The PTC absenteeism rates show that Victoria has
the sickest workers in Australia. Its employees sure
know how to work the system! As at June last year,
the annual rate of employee absenteeism at the PTC
was the equivalent of 18.4 days lost per person per
year. On average that means every single worker in
the PTC had an extra month's holiday in sick leave.
That is absolutely disgraceful!
That figure is significant when compared with the
figures for other government agencies. It is three
times the absenteeism rate of the Gas and Fuel
Corporation. In fact, the Auditor-General has looked
into the matter and has said that if the PTC could
reduce its absenteeism to the same level as the Gas
and Fuel Corporation it would save taxpayers
$2 million a year. That would be achieved by simply
cutting down on the number of sickies taken by
workers in the PTC every year.
Another matter of interest is the number of
employees who take paid union leave while
working for the PTc. At the last count about
1200 employees had been paid that allowance
between June 1989 and now. Nearly $1 million of
taxpayers' funds has been used to pay employees of
the PTC to engage in union business. And that does
not include the direct grants to the union personally
authorised by the former Minister just before the
Labor Party was ousted at the 3 October election.
It does not end there. The WorkCare claims made by

employees in the PTC in the past few years are
staggering. In 1990-91 the Public Transport
Corporation spent more than $60 million on
WorkCare claims -up 5 per cent on the previous
year.
The fight to contain graffiti and vandalism is also
costing taxpayers, via the PTC, $22 million a year.
The amount of graffiti and vandalism on the State's
rail system has increased by 50 per cent, and I am
told that it now costs the corporation $20 000 every
week to replace the glass panes that vandals smash
at railway stations and while travelling.
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$5000 million, but also a $3 billion current account

deficit - half of which the government did not
know about because the former Treasurer made
funny-money deals. The government was
unprepared for what it inherited.
The government is committed to reducing that
deficit and to balancing the books by the end of its
first term. That means making some hard decisions
and increasing revenue-raising measures and
cutting back on the provision of government
services and the size of the government sector.
The Minister for Public Transport is hoping to
achieve savings in public transport, and
approximately half of the $503 million operating
subsidy will be required to operate the system. The
government wants to save $245 million this year,
next year and the year after. Initially the only way to
do that was to consider rationalising services, and in
my electorate in country Victoria that meant we had
to offer the rail line to the private sector on tender
and face the possibility that if that process was not
successful the service would have to be provided by
road coach. As the Minister said earlier, no loss of a
service was proposed, simply a change in the mode
of service. From 6 January, the day on which the
announcement was made, the government has
guaranteed that a service will be prOVided for every
line that lost its passenger train.
Under the umbrella of the Victorian Trades Hall
Council, the 10 unions that were not able to reach
agreement with the Labor Party's awesome
foursome, as they were described by the Minister,
finally sat down amicably with the Minister and
talked turkey. In those discussions the government
made it clear that it had to make immediate savings
and that that was not negotiable; the government
could not talk about savings that may be achieved
next year or a year down the track.
By persevering the Minister has been able to achieve
an outcome in which 10 unions that represent the
nine rail corridors, under the umbrella of the Trades
Hall Council, have been able to achieve savings of
$245 million and still retain most country rail lines.
The government is proud of that achievement and is
absolutely astounded that the honourable member
for Thomastown, who acts as the opposition
spokesman on transport matters - Mr Andrianopoulos interjected.

The Minister has had to deal with these matters
since inheriting the portfolio five months ago. He
also faced not only debt and liability to the tune of

Mr BILDSTIEN - The Trades Hall Council boss,
John Halfpenny, obviously treats this man as a
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mushroom. The honourable member for
Thomastown is irrelevant because he did not know
what was going on. Honourable members on this
side of the House have quietly lobbied the Minister
behind the scenes, kept in touch with his office and
the Public Transport Corporation, and made sure
they were fully aware of the 14 rounds of
discussions that have been held, yet the honourable
member for Thomastown knew nothing about it.
The Sunraysia branch of the Trades Hall Council in
my electorate also knew nothing about it. I have
commented on its effectiveness and relevance.
The shadow Minister, who has clearly been treated
as a mushroom by the people who have been
prepared to come to this in-principle agreement
with the government, ought not talk about what the
Minister for Public Transport has been able to
achieve.
The effect of the agreement is that at least six
country rail lines will be retained. Four of those lines
will be operated by the government and two will be
privatised. It is possible that more than six country
lines will be retained, but at least that number will
be retained. The agreement is a tremendous victory
for the government, for honourable members
representing country electorates and for the unions
involved - it is an absolute humiliation for the
honourable member for Thomastown.
The honourable member for Thomastown is so
embarrassed that he has resorted to telling untruths
to the media in each country area that is likely to be
affected by the agreement. He told the media in my
area that I had said there was no support for the
retention of the Vinelander, a train that operates
between Melbourne and Mildura. I categorically
deny that I ever made that statement to the
honourable member for Thomastown.
When this fool of a man asked in the House why
country members had not tabled petitions from
people who opposed the closure of the rail lines I
did not make any hullabaloo, try to embarrass him
or try to make a big man of myself but quietly
whispered in his ear that the petitions were
incorrectly worded. He has obviously not been in
Parliament long enough or gained sufficient
experience to know what any honourable member in
this House knows, that if you wish to table a petition
in either House of Parliament it must be a properly
worded original document. This imbecile did not
know that! He knows now. So when the petitions
come in, and I do not have one yet - -
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The ACfING SPEAKER (Mr Cunningham) Order! The honourable member for Mildura is
disorderly.
Mr BILDSTIEN - When the petition comes in I
will present it to the Minister. On the question of
whether there is opposition to the closure, there has
been much speculation about the Vinelander, which
the honourable member for Thomastown has fuelled
by scaremongering again. No decision has been
made on which lines will lose passenger rail services
and which will be serviced by road coaches.
The government will not make a political decision
on those matters but has appointed independent
expert consultants to assess the viability of those
lines. Those consultants will recommend to the
government which lines should be retained and
which should be serviced by road coaches. The
honourable member for Thomastown should hear
this, that the-The ACfING SPEAKER - Order! The
honourable member will address the Chair.
Mr BILDSTIEN - Mr Acting Speaker, the
unions, under the umbrella of the Trades Hall
Council, have sanctioned the closure of rail services
on at least three rail lines. If the in-principle
agreement the Minister has reached is finally signed
the 10 unions that represent the workers and the
Trades Hall Council, which says it is standing up for
public transport users, will be agreeing in return for
offsets in other areas that up to three country rail
services should go.
Let us not hear any nonsense from the honourable
member for Thomastown about what he says is the
real position. The government is standing up for
taxpayers who do not use public transport by saving
them $245 million and is standing up for those who
do not use public transport by guaranteeing
retention of at least six country rail lines and the
provision of air-conditioned, first-class road coach
services in cases where trains disappear.
The honourable member for Thomastown should
talk to his mates at Lygon Street and do more
homework before trying to peddle the propaganda
he has been shoving down the throats of country
communities.
The ACfING SPEAKER - Order! The
honourable member's time has expired.
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Mr WEIDEMAN (Frankston) - I congratulate
the honourable member for Mildura on his
contribution supporting the greater Mildura
community.
On behalf of the citizens of Frankston I express

support for Her Majesty the Queen and for His
Excellency the Governor, and affirm our loyalty and
devotion to the Governor for the services he has
provided in recent times. His Excellency recently
visited Frankston and opened a Returned Services
League park facility with great distinction.
Many of the issues that were considered important
at the time of the election on 3 October last year
seem to have been forgotten. I congratulate the
Premier and Ministers, who constitute the executive
arm of government, on their appointments and on
the activity they have generated over the past five
months. I also congratulate the Speaker and Deputy
Speaker on their appointments. The previous session
was not easy, and it highlighted issues regarding
how members should conduct themselves. The
behaviour needs to improve.
I congratulate new members on both sides of the
House for their contributions to this debate. I hope
they join in the proceedings in this place with good
humour and a spirit of cooperation. I wish them all
well for the future.
My electorate of Frankston is bounded by the
electorates of Frankston East and Cranboume and is
situated in Chelsea Province. For a time I was the
only Liberal Party representative in Frankston, and I
recall in 1985 asking the then Leader of the House,
the honourable member for Coburg, about a
transport map I had seen displayed in the electorate
office of the then honourable member for Frankston
East. He told me that I did not exist as a member so
far as he was concerned and that the honourable
member for Frankston East was the only relevant
member in that area. He kept his promise because
every time he came to the area only the honourable
member for Frankston East was invited to attend the
visits.
It is amazing how members of the Labor Party are

now touching base with councillors and
representatives of various institutions in Frankston. I
am certain that an honourable member for Chelsea
Province, the Honourable Sue deC. Wilding, the
current honourable member for Frankston East,
Mc McLellan, and the honourable member for
Cranboume, Mc Rowe, will serve their constituents
well.
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A lot of hostility has been created in the community.
Members of the Labor Party have lost the ability to
tell the truth, and I refer to some of the rubbish
issued by the Labor Party during the State and
Federal election campaigns. Members of the
opposition must count with their fingers and toes! In
one case, a Labor Party pamphlet claimed that the
wages of an icecream seller in a milk bar would be
reduced by $10 000. That would mean the person's
weekly salary was only $100 a week, and that is
against the law. I cannot imagine where that figure
came from. The Labor Party also claimed that the
salaries of nurses would be reduced by half. No-one
has come to my office complaining of reductions in
salary.
The new breed of Labor candidates think they have
the right to say anything they like regardless of
whether it is legal. During the State election
campaign the Honourable Sue dec. Wilding and I
were accused of breaking into the house of the Labor
candidate. Honourable members can imagine the
Honourable Sue deC. Wilding trying to push me
through a window! That claim was made in the local
newspaper, and it was simply incredible.
Support for the Liberal Party in my electorate on the
two-party preferred basis totalled some 67.5 per
cent. That was a gratifying result, and I take this
opportunity of thanking the people of Frankston for
that support. I shall put in a great effort over the
next four years.
When I was defeated in 1982 by 37 votes I received
49.9 per cent of the vote. It is extremely satisfying to
see that support increase to approximately 67 per
cent. The work done by the Liberal Party in
Frankston is appreciated. I know that the
honourable members for Frankston East,
Cranbourne, Chelsea Province and South Eastern
Province will see their support increase.
The losses of the Victorian Economic Development
Corporation and State Bank Victoria, unemployment
and the mismanagement of the State's finances were
the main issues of the last election. In his speech at
the opening of Parliament the Governor outlined the
objectives of the Kennett government and said that
its first priority was to deal with the unacceptably
high level of unemployment. More than 1 million
people in Australia are unemployed and more than
250 000 Victorians are unemployed.
For almost a decade honourable members listened to
the former Treasurer boast about how Victoria's
unemployment rate was the lowest in the country.
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That has changed and Victoria now has the highest
unemployment figures in Australia. It will take a
monumental effort by the Kennett government to
reduce unemployment.
Another objective of the government is to establish
an appropriate professional education system for
children to prepare for an increasingly competitive
world. The Minister for Education found a
$40 million hole in his budget. Until last Saturday,
teacher unions were fighting for their lives. I can
understand the concern generated by school closures
and funding cutbacks, but there is a shortfall of
$40 million. It has been suggested by some
constituents that the money be taken from the
people who caused the problem - the politicians
and bureaucrats. I can understand that being an
attractive proposition to many people.
All Victorians must share the pain, and when it is
explained to them what the government is trying to
do, they understand some of the initiatives that have
been taken, particularly the State deficit levy.
When the Thompson government was defeated in
1982 the Treasury had $400 million in the till! The
Labor Party had a sound basis on which to begin
government. As the honourable member for
Mordialloc said, every department and
instrumentality had plenty of reserves. However
with its new found wisdom the Labor government
emptied those coffers and put the funds to use in the
community. Now we have a Budget deficit of
$3 billion and a real debt of $30 billion, which is
$14000 for every man, woman and child in Victoria.
We do not have any option but to work hard.
If honourable members speak to the financial people
they will find there are three options: firstly, to
downsize the Public Service; secondly, to increase
taxation; and thirdly, to develop competition in all
areas of public and private industry.

The government is determined to regain Victoria's
AAA credit rating. The Premier and the Treasurer
have been around the world talking to banks and
financial groups about how the government can
reduce the interest paid by Victoria, which is close to
30 per cent of each revenue dollar. The Premier has
announced a saving of millions of dollars in this area.
The State debt creates enormous problems for the
community. I congratulate the Treasurer for not
being afraid to introduce painful measures from the
beginning so that everyone understands that the
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government is serious about regaining Victoria's
position as the premier State in Australia.
The government's legislation will give greater choice
and flexibility in the workplace, but this program
has been attacked by the opposition. However I
have not yet had anyone come to me and say that he
or she has had his or her working conditions
downgraded or wages reduced. It appears that the
fears generated by the Labor Party and the unions
have not come to pass.
I am concerned about local government. I was
interested to note that the Minister for Local
Government has received a report from KPMG Peat
Marwick proposing the creation of the City of
Greater Geelong, which would take in Geelong and
the Bellarine Peninsula. This matter has exercised
my mind for many years. Coming from the other
side of the bay I have always believed the
Mornington Peninsula councils may be suitable for
amalgamation. The Mornington Peninsula takes in
Flinders, Hastings, MOrnington and Frankston. In
1981 when the former Public Bodies Review
Committee recommended that the MOrnington and
Peninsula District Water Board take over a number
of small water boards and sewerage authorities I
was convinced that big was not beautiful, but
sometimes small is not beautiful, either. The
Mornington Peninsula contains a variety of zones
ranging from residential to hobby farms and small
holdings. Amalgamation is a consideration, but I do
not believe it should be put in place immediately. If
Geelong and the Bellarine Peninsula can look
forward to a 30 per cent reduction in rates perhaps
similar savings could be achieved in my area.
I raise the issue because last year in Frankston South
and Mount Eliza local government rates rose by
between 100 per cent and 150 per cent. The City of
Frankston has 100 000 people and approximately
36 000 property holders. Many of them live in
Seaford and Chelsea where the value of properties
ranges from $80 000 to $200 000. But in Frankston
South and Mount Eliza the land values are estimated
to range between $150 000 and $1 million. A friend
of mind has two blocks comprising 1.5 acres each on
top of a cliff in Mount Eliza. They are valued at
$1.25 million each. My friend has estimated that the
increases in council rates, water rates and other costs
will mean that within a decade he will be paying
$150 000 a year, or $3000 a week, in rates and taxes.
That is a ridiculous situation. His house is on one
block and he has tried to sell the other. Another
gentleman built a town house valued at $3 million,
but he is prepared to take $2 million for it. The land
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is valued at $500 000. The average rate paid by
Frankston South ward ratepayers is $900. Their rates
total in excess of 40 per cent of all the rates collected
in the City of Frankston. Rates collected in the City
of Frankston total $20 million. Honourable members
know that the last rate revaluation was in 1990.
An Honourable Member - It is done every four
years.
Mr WEIDEMAN - It will be done in two years.
In 1990 property values were on the decline, but in
Williams Road, Mount Eliza, properties valued at
around $250 000 were given an improved valuation
of $400 000. Many of the properties have a land
value of $600 000 to $700 000.
Sitting suspended 6.30 p.m. until 8.4 p.m.
Mr WEIDEMAN - Prior to the suspension of the
Sitting I referred to the capacity of property owners
in Frankston South and Mount Eliza to pay their
rates, which are based on 1990 valuations so that
ra te structure took effect in 1992. I referred to
properties in Williams Road, Mount Eliza, that were
valued at between $500 000 and $600 000. The land
component of the properties was approximately
$200 000 with the improved value being
approximately $250 000 in 1986.
Even though the valuations were set on a falling
property market, the rates were based on
unimproved property valuations ranging from
$600 000 to $650 000. In one case the assessment
reduced the unimproved value to zero, otherwise
the property would have been valued at $800 000 to
$900 000. The council has said that the reason for the
increase in the rates is that the valuations are based
on the unimproved value of the land.
The municipality also abolished the minimum rate,
which was approximately $350. Many ratepayers
who had been paying that rate had their rates
reduced from $350 to $100, so they gained from the
abolition of the minimum rate. If the residents of
Frankston South had their rates assessed on the
same basis as the residents of the City of Brighton,
they would pay half the amount they are currently
paying. Their rates were increased by approximately
49 per cent.
At a recent meeting at Mount Eliza 500 to 600 people
lodged appeals against the rate increase. It is absurd
that, even though the value of one's property may
decrease, the unimproved value of the land is
assessed at a higher rate. Many people are being
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forced to pay Significant increases in their rates, and
this, added to the increase in their water rates,
means that they are paying $150 to $200 a year to
live in their own houses.
The Quayside joint venture in Frankston has cost
approximately $90 million. Many honourable
members will recall that local government was given
power to engage in entrepreneurial developments. I
felt some unease at the time the legislation was
being debated. I recall the problems associated with
developments at Sale and Camberwell Junction. I
am concerned that the residents of Frankston and
the people in my electorate will not benefit from the
Quayside development.
The development being built by Galvin
Construction Group Pty Ltd centres around a park,
Balmoral Park, and land that the council owned,
including a car park opposite the municipal office,
which was being used as security against the
development of the property. The ratepayers of
Frankston have made a gift of 51 per cent interest in
land valued at $25.4 million. That is, $12.954 million
was transferred by the council to a trust company
controlled by the joint venturers.
When the venture was being built it was estimated it
would cost some $65 million, but the costs appear to
be more in the order of $90 million. By 3 June 1991
the Quayside Trust had accumulated liabilities of
$73 704 340, which comprised debts to: the
Commonwealth Bank of Australia, $64 867 963;
Galvin Construction Group, $7 718 700; accrued
creditors, $1 117577; and Quayside Pty Ltd, $100. It
would appear the council kept a lot of this money
because two councillors are members of the
Quayside group.
As I said, at this stage the cost of completing the
property is approximately $93 million. If one
deducts the present value of $55 million, the net loss
is $38 million. In theory, the council is responsible
for 49 per cent of that loss - $18.6 million - but the
ability of the Galvin Construction Group to stand
the financial burden of its share of the loss,
estimated at $19.4 million, is questionable. On its
books the improvements are valued at some
$64 million, and it would appear that that was
transferred to a $5 shelf company in Sydney,
Quayside Trust. The Commonwealth Bank has a
mortgage on the building and would appear to hold
the assets.
The untenable situation in Frankston is that the
ratepayers could be facing a loss of some
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$38 million. I raise this matter with the Minister for
Local Government because, on top of increases in
rates, this is something the ratepayers would find
difficult to cope with. We ask the Minister to have
this area re-rated. In this day and age with
computers and modems it should not be hard to
give an up-to-date valuation.
The SPEAKER - Order! The honourable
member's time has expired.
Mr HEFFERNAN (Minister for Small
Business) - I congratulate you, Mr Speaker, on
achieving your high position. You have certainly
had an initiation ceremony that other Speakers have
not had - and a wage cut - and without doubt you
have come through with flying colours.
Mr Micallef interjected.
The SPEAKER - Order! I thank the honourable
member for Springvale for his concern for the Chair,
but interjections are disorderly.
Mr HEFFERNAN -No doubt you will carry out
your responsibilities with the respect of all
honourable members, even if we get out of order at
question time.
I thank the people of Ivanhoe who have once again
shown confidence in me. I won the seat from the
Labor Party in 1985 at a time when Labor
government members were walking around
Melbourne as though they were dose to God
Almighty in heaven and believed everything they
were doing was right. After winning a third election
I thank the people of Ivanhoe for their confidence.
In 1988 a preselection took place and there was a
redistribution of the boundaries of Ivanhoe. All my
Liberal voters were taken from me and in return I
received the West Heidelberg Olympic Park Village
area, a Labor area, which created tremendous
pressure on my capacity to win the seat.
Nevertheless, all the attempts to remove Vincent
Patrick Heffeman - on this Irish night - from
Parliament failed again, even with a redistribution.
Those attempts failed because the people from the
areas I received in the redistribution who were
formerly supporters of the Labor Party were starting
to recognise that the Labor Party had deserted them
and had failed to deliver the social justice it had so
often promised.
I won the seat with a swing of 9 per cent, which
reflects the disenchantment of those people with the
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past Labor government. No matter what the
government of the past believes, I shall never forgive
or forget what Labor did to this State. It is all very
well for Labor members to look sanctimonious
tonight and say that the people of Victoria are
slowly forgetting the enormous disasters brought
upon the working class of this State - and it is the
working class which has carried the burden - but I
am not the person to stand by and let the Labor
Party forget what it did.
An enormous cost will be paid by this State and it

still has to be faced up to. Poverty, the like of which
has never before been experienced in the history of
this country, has been created by a so-called socialist
Labor government. Yet members of the opposition
so often use the phrase "social justice". That phrase
should be dragged from their mouths and never
again be allowed to be uttered. One needs only to
visit the poor areas that I represent to see the
housing conditions in which those people live today.
Those conditions are absolutely deplorable and it is
sad because the Labor government had the
opportunity of getting it right but it failed.
Mr Leighton interjected.
Mr HEFFERNAN - When I took over the area of
West Heidelberg and the Olympic Park Village,
which was formerly represented by the honourable
member for Preston, the people there breathed a
sigh of relief.
An Honourable Member - They knew him.
Mr HEFFERNAN - Precisely. For the first time
those people who should have had government help
felt that they had someone to talk to and to relate to.

Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER - Order! The level of interjection
from both sides of the House is too high. I ask the
House to come to order.
Mr HEFFERNAN - Those people will be
represented by me. Nothing is more rewarding to a
politician than representing the people who have the
most need and providing services they believe the
government should deliver.
I shall outline my policy for dealing with my
Ministerial responsibilities. As the Minister for Small
Business I face enormous challenges because the
government has no money with which to turn this
State around. It has the initiative to kick-start the
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economy but the bottom line is that the State has no
money.
It is interesting to hear the criticisms we face from
people in the electorate who still believe in the Labor
Party and believe it should be forgiven for its past
sins. It is obvious that some people still do not
realise the enormous damage that has been done.

The small business sector will face the challenges
that have been issued to it. In Victoria there are
185 000 small businesses employing 750 000
Victorians. Small business represents 96 per cent of
all businesses, provides 53 per cent of the State's
private sector employment and generates more than
40 per cent of Victoria's production. The government
must ensure that small businesses increase
employment, production, manufacturing and other
areas that are important for the State and, in turn,
generate wealth. I believe we are now heading in the
right direction.
The Labor Party's contribution to small business was
deplorable. The other night I mentioned the former
honourable member for Essendon, Barry Rowe. We
all know why he was appointed a Minister. There
was also a former Minister, Mr Harrowfield, whose
involvement in the private sector had been nil. The
honourable member for Jika Jika in the other place,
Mr Theophanous, tries, but he does not understand
business. The current shadow Minister for Small
Business said the other night that it was a wonderful
experience to be dealing with private sector
development, and the government of the day
realises that the private sector should be looked
after. The Labor Party did not know how to look
after the private sector. In this House alone there
was not one Minister in the former government who
had ever earned a private dollar or taken a risk with
his or her money to achieve a result. The Minister for
Transport knows what it is all about. Members of
the Labor Party knew how to put everybody else's
money at risk provided they did not put their own
at risk. They took no risk, yet the former government
had the audacity to attack the private sector in an
endeavour to get somewhere in the State.
The Department of Business and Employment is
important. I have taken steps to lift the profile of my
Ministry. Recently I extended the courtesy of
inviting the shadow Minister for Small Business to
my office to inform him of where I was going and
what I was doing. That courtesy was abused. When
he left my office he said, ''I see what you are doing;
thank you very much for the detail". In return he
tried to twist it around by saying that the
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government was going in the wrong direction. That
faith and cooperation will not be given again. I put it
on the record tOnight that I will never treat that man
with the respect that I showed him, nor will my
department.
My department will ensure that it provides greater
efficiency and service to small business. The
government has been accused of being biased
towards small business. I assure everybody that I
am not embarrassed at being accused of being
biased to the small business sector. The Cabinet
respects the private sector and small business. The
Premier has indicated that the department will have
a high profile in a effort to achieve its aims over the
next 12 months.
I come from the private sector with hands-on
experience. One cannot say that of my counterpart. I
shall outline again the directions I am taking. After
the election I inherited a small business department
consisting of two separate bodies: a Ministry of
Small Business, which was a private MiniStry, and
the Small Business Development Corporation
(SBOC) established by the former Hamer
government in 1977. It became clear to me - I
understand it would not be clear to the shadow
Minister - that a basic administrative decision was
required to eliminate the duplication and to provide
a better structure and resources to me as Minister to
enable me to assist and represent small business in
the State. I took those steps.
The Premier has made it clear that small business
will be represented by the government, and I intend
to do that. Consequently, my decision as Minister
has been to combine - I think the thickhead on the
other side should listen to this - Mr LEIGHTON (Preston) - On a point of order,
Mr Speaker, I ask the Minister for Small Business to
withdraw that comment.
The SPEAKER - Order! I understand the
Minister has used an unparliamentary expression,
and I ask him to withdraw it.
Mr HEFFERNAN (Minister for Small
Business) - I withdraw. It quickly became clear to
me that a basic administrative decision was required
to eliminate duplication and to provide a better
structure and resources to me as Minister to assist
and represent the small business sector in Victoria.
Consequently, my decision as Minister has been to
combine the resources of the existing Ministry and
the SBOC into a single department that is better able
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to provide the government with a focused,
coordinated and effective pool of resources in the
small business area, which is critical to the State's
economic and employment recovery.
That change has taken place with the cooperation of
my staff, who now see the combined efforts of
working together both as a SBOC and as a Ministry.
It will bring about greater results for small business
without an increase in costs. It will allow me to have
the combined resources of both areas to provide
proper recommendations to Cabinet.
As reported in the Age recently, the Victorian
Employers Chamber of Commerce and Industry
(VECCI), which is the largest organisation
representing small business in this State, agreed
with the position 1 have taken. My staff of the SBOC
supports that move. The private sector supports it. It
is the only option 1 have to ensure that the cost of
expansion of government was halted.
The opposition has said that the best thing to do
with small business is to throw money at it. That is
all the opposition did for 10 years. In 1977 the
budget of the SBOC was $300 000; last year it was
$409 000. Even with all that money more small
businesses went bankrupt under the former
government than in the history of this State.
It is obvious to me why that happened. The internal

restructuring 1 have announced is designed to
provide what will definitely be a greater service and
improved direction for small business in Victoria.
This State and this country face their greatest
challenge. There is no doubt that we ought not
believe that because Saturday has passed the
problems have gone. The problems are still there,
but we have to wait to find out how they will be
overcome.
The Premier said that we must look to Asia for
competition. We have to face the fact that Asian
countries will be our trading partners every day. It is
worth noting gross domestic product growth rates
in real terms in Asian countries over the past
10 years. Malaysia has had a 66.28 per cent increase;
Indonesia, 66.25 per cent; Singapore, a record
91.4 per cent; Hong Kong, 92.17 per cent; Thailand,
92.49 per cent; and Australia - wait for the cold,
hard fact; we ought to be embarrassed as a nation32 per cent. The Australian Labor Party says that the
country has got it right over the past 10 years and
can compete!
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This is the classic: the growth rate in Victoria under
the former government was 26 per cent. What an
embarrassment for Victoria; as a Victorian, 1 am
embarrassed. Over the past two years only two
Organisation for Economic Cooperation and
Development countries have performed worse than
Australia: Greece performed worst; the second worst
was Iceland. Have members ever heard anything
like that?
The challenge is quite clear, and yet on Saturday we
saw a Prime Minister returned who said that he has
got it all together.
Once again 1 emphasise that small business -not
big business or bureaucracies - can create jobs.
Since September 1991, the low point of the current
recession, small business job growth has increased
by at least 1.4 per cent; big business job growth has
declined by 4 per cent. Job shedding is continuing. It
is all very well for those of us sitting in the ivory
tower of Parliament, in a cocoon isolated from what
is going on, to say that we are getting it right.
Something is not right because out there it is really
bad. Parliament is not coming to grips with this.
It is all very well to say that it will all happen, that
we will come out of the recession. At least this
government is taking steps to get it right.

'I will not raise the subject of public transport again
because 1 do not want to embarrass opposition
members. 1 can assure them that if my father were
alive he would be embarrassed.

Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER - Order! The level of interjection
is far too high. If someone wants to make himself a
martyr on this feast of St Patrick, continue.
Mr Micallef interjected.
The SPEAKER - Order! If the honourable
member for Springvale tests the Chair again, 1 will
throw him out.
Mr HEFFERNAN - Mr Speaker, thank you for
the defence of St Patrick. 1 can remember the
campaign of the Labor Party in 1982 when the
Liberal Party lost government. The Labor campaign
was to attack the Liberals on unemployment figures.
Victoria had an unemployment figure of 6.4 per
cent - terrible. The Labor Party said that the biggest
single issue was that the Liberal government had
caused the State to have 6.4 per cent unemployment
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and that it was unbelievable that working-class
Victorians were walking around unemployed.
As of January 1993, after 10 years of Labor
government, the unemployment figure is 11.7 per
cent. I will tell the House who is walking around
unemployed: working-class people, and twice as
many of them. Honourable members know I am
right and that they have caused hardship that
should not have occurred. They have bankrupted
the State.
The people most affected and who will have to drag
the State out of recession are those on the bottom
whom the opposition sanctimoniously says it
represents; it does not. In 1983, when the Uberal
Party lost government, 495 businesses went
bankrupt. In 1991-92, 1500 businesses went
bankrupt. Under 10 years of Labor, taxes and
charges on small business - and the shadow
Minister would have voted on this - increased by
250 per cent.
What man in his right mind could believe that any
State or business could compete on world markets
with such increases? Only a man who lives in
cloud-cuckoo-Iand with the birds. No wonder there
are so many people walking the streets.
Nevertheless the Labor Party continues to attack
people in the private sector when it ought to be
employing others to give them a living.
Victorian charges have leapt ahead of those in New
South Wales. Our charges are now 9 per cent more
than those in New South Wales. New South Wales is
the State we must compete with, and we are behind
already. The taxpayers of the State ought to know
the pOSition of Victoria. Too much is glossed over.
What is the first thing a person looks at when he
receives his bank statement? It is the bottom line, the
last withdrawal showing what is left.
The people of Victoria have to learn; I will not let
those in my electorate forget what happened in the
past 10 years. I will continually tell them what Labor
did. In Victoria nearly 30 cents in every dollar raised
in revenue is committed to interest payments. Let us
compare that position with that of one of our trading
States, Queensland. It commits 4 cents of every
dollar to interest payments. No wonder Queensland
is leaping ahead in every angle of tourism and
development. Queensland does not have a debt.
Whether you are an individual or part of an
organisation, the biggest thing that will drag you
down is debt, whether private, business or
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government debt. This State has been dragged down
because of the enormous squandering of the former
government prior to the relief of Victoria in October.
Despite this no doubt we will hear at the next
election the phrase, ''Mea culpa - forgive me. I did
not know what I was doing". The people of Victoria
have a long memory, and Labor will be punished yet.
There have been 100 000 bankruptcies across
Australia; the number is still growing. I wonder
when businesses will stop going bankrupt. The
Prime Minister has been asked on television, 'Will
you please apologise to the people of Australia and
acknowledge some involvement in what has
happened?". The arrogance of that man is such that
he would not even say, '1 understand that there has
been hardship, and I must admit that if I had my
time over I would not repeat what I have done". No
such apology came from his mouth despite
hundreds of thousands of businesses going
bankrupt.
People have come to me crying because they have
lost houses; every single item they have ever
accumulated to try to safeguard themselves for the
future has gone down the tube. Who is at fault? The
former government and the man who believes he
can walk on water, the man who has just been
re-elected. That is incredible to me. It is about time
every one of us stopped looking at what is best for
him or her and started looking at what is best for the
unemployed people of this country. We have a long
way to go if we are to change our attitude to this
State's future development.
I shall not launch into a deep philosophical
argument about the merits of local government,
because I can see that the blood pressures of some of
my colleagues are already rising and I do not want
to give them heart attacks. Earlier today the
honourable member for Frankston outlined to the
House the cost of local government. In that light, I
compliment the Minister for Local Government in
the other place, the Honourable Roger Hallam, on
the report he presented on the Geelong region.
Local government's day has come. It has been
isolated from the real world for too long.
Throughout the current economic downturn only
two groups have not been affected - State
governments, for whom tomorrow is always another
day, and local government. Municipalities have been
living in cocoons. I put them on notice: the private
sector, particularly small business, can no longer
afford to cop the huge increases in local government
rates and other charges.

GOVERNOR'S SPEECH
Wednesday, 17 March 1993

ASSEMBLY

Mr Leighton interjected.
Mr HEFFERNAN - No doubt the shadow
Minister for Local Government, the honourable
member for Preston, would disagree. He, too, has
benefited from local government expenditure
programs. As you know, Mr Speaker, the
honourable member and I first faced each other
across a local council chamber. I will always
remember the first time he stood up and attacked
me. He said, ''Mr Mayor, I am sick to death of the
local councillor representing Warringal ward,
because he is trying to cut expenditure". The
Warringal ward councillor was criticised because he
was trying to reduce the size of the local council's
debt. I'll never forget tha t!
Today the honourable member for Preston sits in
Parliament, again isolated from the real world while
continuing to receive his fortnightly wage. He has
not been affected by the economic downturn. He
should not stand up in this place - Mr Leighton interjected.
Mr HEFFERNAN - Some of his colleagues
understand the urgent need to reform local
government. The bottom line is that local
municipalities must face up to the truth. They are as
much a part of the system as any other tier of
government. I am sick to death of people in the
private sector having to carry the burden of the
economic downturn while local government isolates
itself from the real world. Local government's time
has come. If it is a matter of one in, all in, let's all be
in it!
Mr KILGOUR (Shepparton) - This is the first
opportunity I have had, Mr Speaker, to congratulate
you on your elevation to high office. I also extend
my congratulations to your Deputy Speaker, with
whom I shared an office for 12 months. He has
assured me that he will school me in the principles
of the Westminster system - and, in particular, the
correct lines along which Parliament should be run. I
am pleased to see you are trying very hard to
enforce rigorous standards, even though on some
occasions honourable members do not respect your
wishes.
I am pleased to be a member of the 52nd Parliament,
having been a member of the 51st Parliament for
only 12 months after wimting the seat of Shepparton
in a by-election. I have been inspired by what a new
government can do for the State, especially after
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witnessing first-hand the devastation caused during
the dying days of the former Labor government.
I was pleased to be returned to Parliament by the
people of the electoral district of Shepparton. The
people of the Goulburn Valley area gave me 70 per
cent of the vote, and I am honoured to be their
representative in this place for the next four years. I
will work very hard to ensure that their concerns are
directed to the attention of honourable members.
The election of the coalition government has meant
that at Jong last the people of rural Victoria not only
have a voice in Parliament but are represented
around the Cabinet table by Ministers who
understand what it is like to live in the country and
who appreciate the extent to which the agricultural
sector has suffered from years of neglect by
successive Labor governments. The government
understands the support the agricultural sector
needs if it is to prosper.
It seems a long time since the address by His
Excellency the Governor at the opening of the first
session of the 52nd Parliament. In his speech the
Governor said:
The Victorian people clearly accepted Mr Kennett's
offer to take greater control of their own lives, to work
for the security of employment which comes from a
growing and vibrant economy.

Under Labor Victoria was certainly not a vibrant
and growing economy, but a vibrant and growing
economy we will become as a result of what this
government has already achieved in only five short
months and what it will achieve in future years.
Victoria is once again open for business, which was
the theme underlying the Governor's speech.
As the Minister for Small Business said, the people
in the private sector now have a government that is
on their side. We are dealing with their problems
and removing the massive costs imposed on them
by the former Labor government. The coalition
government is intent on re-establishing Victoria's
AAA credit rating, which was downgraded because
of Labor's incompetence. The government is also
intent on reducing both the State's debt and its
unfunded liabilities.
In his speech the Governor also emphasised the
importance of greater choice and flexibility in
workplace conditions, which will play a major role
in securing Victoria's future prosperity. Those
groups who enjoyed the ride on the Labor
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government's gravy train are already hurting. Union
leaders who are not prepared to do the work
required to earn their weekly wages are losing
power, which is why they are marching in the
streets. Every day thousands of Victorians are
resigning from their unions, and union leaders are
only now beginning to ask themselves why.
The government has abolished the automatic
payment of union dues from the wage packets of
public sector employees. Of course, members of the
public sector unions could still write out cheques or
arrange for their union dues to be deducted in other
ways. Instead, now that the membership of unions is
no longer compulsory and union dues are not
automatically deducted from wages, Victorian
public sector employees are resigning in their
thousands. They realise that the unions are not
working in their best interests.
Without doubt the unions are losing their power.
Teachers are complaining; they have had things too
good for too long. Earlier in the year, teachers from
the Goulburn Valley College of TAPE placed an
advertisement in the Shepparton News criticising me
and the Deputy Premier, Pat McNamara. In the
advertisement the teachers said that although they
should have been on strike they had decided against
doing so because they had the interests of their
students at heart, an attitude I commend them for.
But the teachers also said that Victoria was in its
current position because of the additional burdens
being placed on Victorians as a result of the coalition
government's perception that the State had
problems. That only goes to show how out of touch
the TAPE teachers are!
Teachers have not suffered from the recession. How
many teachers have lost their jobs as a result of the
economic downturn? During the past five years how
many teachers have lost as much money as primary
producers have lost? Teachers rolled the Labor
government time and again and, without having to
spend any more time in the classroom - in some
cases they spend fewer hours in face-to-face
teaching - received pay increase after pay increase.
Teachers are no longer being allowed to get away
with work practices such as those, which is why
they are hurting.
Many public servants are not rejoining the unions
because they believe it is not the right thing to do.
They believe the unions are not heading in the
direction the State needs to head in to get our
finances back into the black, whenever that can be
done. Industrial relations reform is a key objective of
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the Victorian government. It is vital that the
government get back on track so the business
community can be given some hope.
Shepparton was the first city to experience the great
change in industrial relations practices that led the
way to reform of industrial relations throughout
Australia. A business that had been operating in
Shepparton for more than 70 years was in desperate
trouble. It was $2 million in debt and its bankers had
refused to fund the coming season. The management
of SPC Ltd sat down with its 450 workers and said,
'We are in trouble. We need to save $2 million over
this harvest or the factory will disappear". The SPC
factory had been in Shepparton for 73 years and
employed 1500 to 1800 people during the fruit
season. It canned the fruit and sent it to 70 countries
all over the world. The people of Shepparton could
hardly believe their ears. SPC had always been
there. On many occasions it was probably taken for
granted.
The workers had a meeting and elected 15 people to
represent them. Those representatives sat down
with management to work out a solution. They told
management, 'We believe the most important thing
for us to do is to ensure that the company continues
operating into the next century and that it continues
to provide the much-needed work for the work force
in Shepparton. We are prepared to do away with
penalty rates on the weekends and public holidays.
We are prepared to cut out some of our smoko time.
We are prepared to take less time for lunch. We will
examine some of our work practices to see what can
be changed".
Management quickly understood that if all those
changes were implemented there would be no
concern about bank finances into the next year. SPC
workers and management came up with a
tremendous agreement. Then in walked John
Halfpenny, who said, "Oh no you don't; we won't
allow you to do that". Although the SPC workers
had decided that that was what they were prepared
to do, Mr Halfpenny said the Trades Hall Council
would not allow it to happen. So they finished up
with a watered-down agreement. Although the
agreement was regarded as a success, it did not
represent what the workers were prepared to put
into effect or what the company wanted to do. In the
end the workers took no notice of the Trades Hall
Council, and to ensure that they all had jobs the next
year they finally implemented the original
agreement.
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What happened at SPC? Work practices went out
the window. Recently I asked the manufacturing
manager of SPC how things were going. He said,
11t/s unbelievable. Now I have five people working
in front of me whom I can ask to do any job I want
them to do". Prior to the agreement those five
people would have had to do five separate jobs. The
company had demarcation lines that people could
not cross because they would be moving into
somebody else's territory. Now they all work as
required to ensure that SPC is successful.
What is the result? With 100 fewer workers there has
been a 40 per cent increase in productivity over one
fruit season and SPC has again made a profit. In
addition every dollar the SPC workers missed out
on by not accepting overtime payments has been
reimbursed. The workers have also been able to
share in a profit exercise and many have taken home
hundreds of dollars more than they would have
expected under the old industrial relations practices.
It is one of the greatest results in the history of

industrial enterprises in the Goulburn Valley and
ensures that today SPC is a vibrant, hardworking
company that has completed its 75th year in
Shepparton. I had much pleasure in writing a piece
for the local newspaper celebrating the company's
75 years and in congratulating SPC, but particularly
the workers for accepting what they understood to
be the only way the company could remain viable.
They can now look to the future because they were
prepared to discuss work practices with
management and make arrangements that suited
everyone.
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another large enterprise in the Goulburn Valley, and
speak with its general manager about a lost
opportunity to pick up a South-East Asian market.
One of the Campbell's Soups companies in America,
a company that would be many times larger than
Australian soup plants, had a market in South-East
Asia that it did not need because of the nuisance of
having to produce the amount of product required.
The American company asked the Shepparton
company to take over the servicing of the South-East
Asian market. The market was so big that the
Shepparton company would have had to put on
3 shifts. a day instead of 1.5 shifts. However, it would
have cost an additional 27 per cent to put the soup in
a can in Shepparton than it would in America and
we were unable to get into the market. The 27 per
cent comes from on-costs that have been forced on
business by governments over the past 10 years.
Campbell's Soups Australia would really have made
Shepparton buzz if it had got into that market and
increased it, but it lost the opportunity because we
do not have the ability to produce at a competitive
price. The industrial relations program the
government is implementing will turn around some
of those practices so that we can be competitive on
the world market and not have to compete with
foreign primary products being dumped on our
shores.
In his speech the Governor said:
There can be no escaping the need for change, for
decisive, strong leadership in the present circumstances.

That is what is needed in Victoria to ensure - I had much pleasure in accompanying the Minister
for Industry and Employment in an inspection of the
SPC plant. The Minister spoke at length with SPC
management about the success of its operation. The
SPC company will continue into the future because
its employees took the opportunity of controlling
their enterprise's destiny. That is exactly what the
coalition government intends doing for Victoria with
its industrial relations reforms. The people who
work in an environment will have the opportunity
of negotiating with management to secure their
future. I congratulate the Minister on the work he
has done in making industrial relations a key aspect
of opening up Victoria again. Victoria is now back in
business and will be for many years. It will return to
its former position and will once again be the top
manufacturing State in the nation.
It was disheartening for me as a member of

Parliament to visit Campbell's Soups Australia,

Mr Leighton - Mc Acting Speaker, I direct your
attention to the state of the House.

Quorum formed.
Mr KILGOUR - Unfortunately agriculture has
experienced its worst slump in earnings in 60 years
and is facing heavily subsidised competition from
overseas. Hard work must be done to ensure that
Australia is competitive in the world market and so
that agriculture can become the hallmark of the
success of Victoria.
In the previous 10 years regional development had
been abandoned. Country centres are suffering like
never before and, unfortunately, are suffering great
economic decline. Unemployment is one of the
greatest problems in a small country town; it is just
as bad in a country town as it is in the city. Country
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people are forced to pay high petrol prices simply to
drive their cars to and from town. Country people
are enraged when they discover that people in the
city are paying as little as 50 cents a litre for petrol
when they pay about 73 cents a litre. Something
must be done to make petrol prices more equal.
The difference between the price of petrol in the city
and the country should not be as great as it is. It
costs about 4 cents a litre to cart petrol to the
country, pump it out of a train into the depot and
pump it into trucks to take it to service stations, but
it does not cost 10 cents, 12 cents or 14 cents.
It should outrage country people to know that city

service stations are being subsidised by big petrol
companies to try to improve their market share.
They are subsidising city service stations to the tune
of 6 or 7 cents a litre to ensure that those service
stations can cut the price in the fight for market
share. Melbourne service stations are being
subsidised by country people.
Country people are saying that enough is enough.
Today 18 country members of this House met with
the Minister for Fair Trading and asked that the
Office of Fair Trading ascertain what can be done to
ensure that Melbourne service stations are not
subsidised by country Victoria. Country people use
more petrol than city people and must pay through
the nose for petrol to go anywhere, while city people
are advantaged by a reduction in the price of the
petrol they buy to around 60 cents a litre.
The difference in country and city prices for
liquefied petroleum gas is even greater. In the city it
is about only 15 cents a litre, while in the country it
is up to 32 cents a litre.
A tragedy in recent years has been the enormous
increase in the number of schoolleavers missing out
on tertiary education places. Nowhere is this more
evident than in the Goulburn Valley. Over the years
the people of the Goulburn Valley and Shepparton
have missed out on tertiary education. Something
must be done about that, because Shepparton has a
university place for only 1 in every 345 people,
compared with 1 in every 44 people in Bendigo, 1 in
every 31 people in Ballarat, and 1 in every 79 people
in Albury-Wodonga. The Goulburn Valley and
Shepparton are obviously under-resourced.
The Shepparton Kyabram Rodney Development
Corporation has released a report calling for support
in that area. I thank the Minister for Tertiary
Education and Training for, with the local people,
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putting together a working party to examine that
matter.
It is also hoped that it will be possible to reduce the
extra costs imposed on country people when they go
to the city to study. The cost of accommodation and
meals in the city is massive. Most country people
would prefer to attend a tertiary institution in the
country.

Country people are also concerned about law and
order. The government has moved quickly to
improve the standard of the Police Force and is
trying to increase the number of police officers at
country stations. Recently, as a member of the
Parliamentary Law Reform Committee, I attended
the magnificent police station buildings on St Kilda
Road and spoke with officers in the fingerprinting
unit. We heard about the difficulties they face
because the police lack the authority to fingerprint
people.
I was a teenager in Shepparton when a couple of
horrific murders took place. About 15 years later it
was discovered that had the police been able to take
fingerprints at that time the infamous Mr Slinky
may have been caught earlier.
Mr Cole interjected.
Mr KILGOUR - The previous government did
nothing to change that situation. That offender
continued to inflict his barbaric acts on other women
in the community. The police must receive more
support.
Members of the Law Reform Committee also went
to the forensic bureau at Macleod. We found that the
freezers contained almost 800 body samples that the
officers were, by law, unable to test. The forensic
people believe those samples could help in the
capture of Mr Cruel. That is an example of where the
law is falling down. The police need more support.
The people at the forensic unit should be able to test
those samples, not necessarily to find out who
Mr Cruel is but who he is not. That would mean the
forensic unit could cease its investigations into
dozens of people who fall into a particular category
in the sexual crime area. It would ensure that people
like Mr Cruel are put behind bars.
And talking about bars, I could not believe the
situation when I visited the Spencer Street remand
centre on Monday of last week with the Minister for
Police and Emergency Services. We saw where the
window was blown out by explosives smuggled into
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the remand centre and learned that the offenders
should have been stopped from kicking their way
out of the window but people at the remand centre
had ganged up and had stopped the female warder
from preventing the offenders from escaping. That is
why the other prisoners had to be locked into their
cells for a while.
When we looked out the window we discovered
that there were no bars. When the Minister asked the
corrections people why there were no bars on the
windows, the answer was unbelievable. They said
that they had asked the previous government to put
bars on the windows but the previous government
did not want the place to look like a prison!
An honourable member interjected.
Mr KILGOUR - The prisoners escaped, shot
prison officers and caused problems on the highway
because the previous government was not prepared
to protect Victorians by putting bars on windows at
the remand centre.
An honourable member interjected.
Mr KILGOUR - I have visited the Barwon
Hilton, and security there needs to be examined. The
government is now on its way to reinstating Victoria
to its rightful position. No longer can we regard a
high standard of living as a matter of right; it is
something that must be earned. It is a pity the
former government did not understand that fact. A
continuing high standard of living must be earned
as a result of fervent commitment to change in our
basic culture. We must change our attitude to life
and realise that a good day's pay is the reward for a
good day's work.
The government has the desperation, will and desire
to build up the State for the benefit of our children
and our children's children. I am proud to be part of
the team tha t will see tha t job through.
Mr MAUGHAN (Rodney) - In rising to speak in
the debate I pledge my loyalty to Her Majesty the
Queen and express my respect for His Excellency the
Governor and his good lady for the wonderful work
they are doing in Victoria.
This is the first opportunity I have had of
congratulating the Speaker on his appointment. I
congratulate him most sincerely and express to him
my support for the efforts he is making to restore
dignity to the Victorian Parliament.
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One of my greatest disappointments as a member of
some four years standing is the poor behaviour
exhibited at times in this House, particularly at
question time. I respect the Speaker for the effort he
is making to restore some sort of dignity and order
to Parliament.
I also congratulate my colleague the honourable
member for Warrnambool on his appointment as
Chairman of Committees. I know he will bring a
blend of experience, humour and fairness to his high
office.
The past 10 years of Labor government in Victoria
has been a sad litany of failure. During those years
Victoria's debt increased from around $11 billion to
$33 billion. If the debts of government
instrumentalities are added it rises to $61.5 billiona massive figure! As the honourable member for
Warrnambool pointed out in his contribution, it is
difficult for people to understand the magnitude of
that sum. He explained it by saying that we would
need to win a lottery with a prize of $14 million
every Saturday night for 85 years in order to payoff
the debt. To look at it another way, if that $61 billion
were divided by the number of people in Victoria it
would amount to $14 000 for every man, woman
and child in the State. That is a mind-boggling figure!
Another way of getting the situation into
perspective and of explaining how this situation has
come about is to compare it with that of a housewife
who goes to the supermarket with $100 in her purse
and wants to buy $130 worth of goods. Clearly the
former government was for years spending money it
did not have. It was doing that year after year and
allowed the debt to build up from $11 billion to its
present level of more than $61 billion.
The consequences of that action are plain to see: it
costs Victoria 25 to 30 cents out of each dollar simply
to pay interest on the debt. Unfortunately I do not
think the vast majority of people appreciate the fact
that because we are paying so much in interest less
money is available with which to provide the
services that people expect from governments. There
is less money for health, police and emergency
services, roads, education and all the other things
that governments provide.
The situation I have described has come about
through sheer mismanagement. As was pointed out
earlier in the debate, Labor members have had little,
if any, experience in the real world of business and
have never really had to make a dollar and look after
their own money. When they are in government
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they spend the taxpayers' money in a frivolous and
unprincipled way. I use the word "unprincipled"
because if one examines the disasters over which our
opponents presided - the Victorian Economic
Development Corporation, Tricontinental
Corporation Ltd, State Bank Victoria and Pyramid
Building Society - it can be seen that in each case
the common thread was the mismanagement of our
opponents, who ran the government in this State
between 1982 and October 1992.
During the period of Labor government there was a
massive increase in the number of public servants.
The government is being criticised by people in the
community but it is simply responding to a problem
caused by our political opponents. In many cases
people's anger is misdirected; they should be
complaining to the Labor Party. The government is
now in a responsible way doing something about
the mess it inherited and is getting the State back
onto a sound financial basis.
My greatest concern is the unemployment that the
mismanagement has caused. The current rate of
unemployment is 11.7 per cent, with 250 000 to
300 000 Victorians unable to obtain jobs. That is a
tragedy, the consequences of which will be felt for
many years to come.
Many people are voting with their feet and are
leaving the State because they are sick and tired of
the imposts our opponents forced on businesses.
Small businesses and others in private industry have
been unable to make a dollar and have, therefore,
been unable to create the jobs that are needed for
Victoria to get out of its difficulties.
It cannot be stated too often that in order to help the
poor, underprivileged and unemployed we must
firstly generate the wealth. I feel strongly for those
people and want to do what I can to help them, but
it is not possible to distribute wealth to the poor,
underprivileged and unemployed if it has not been
generated in the first place.

The government is on about generating wealth and
creating an environment where businesses,
particularly small businesses, can prosper and create
the jobs and opportunities needed, not just for
economic reasons but also for social reasons. Many
of the social problems that exist in our community
have been caused by unemployment and by the fact
that people do not have a reasonable amount of
income or the self-esteem that one gets from
working.
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My colleague the honourable member for
Shepparton talked about the importance of working
and of earning one's way in the world. That message
needs to be constantly reinforced. One gets a great
deal of satisfaction from being able to work.
Currently a quarter of a million people are being
denied that satisfaction and self-esteem, which is
creating enormous social problems that we will pay
for in the years to come.
I was delighted on 3 October 1992 when the people
of Victoria elected a Liberal-National party
government with such an overwhelming majority.
That victory was an indication that the people of
Victoria were sick and tired of the deficiencies of our
opponents and were looking for the change that the
coalition had clearly articulated.
During the past five or six months the government
has been in the process of implementing that
dramatic change. The government has already acted
in the areas of industrial relations, the reform of
WorkCare, the provision of responsible financial
management and the turning around of the culture
of the State. That is most important because all of
those things were critical to changing the
environment in this State.
Nothing is more critical to the State than industrial
relations. Workers should be allowed to bargain
with their employers to the mutual benefit of all
without the interference of unions that are remote
from the workplace. In many cases all the unions do
is deny people jobs they would otherwise have.
The date of 3 October was also an important date for
me because it was the occasion on which I was
elected to this place for the second time. I came into
this House after winning a by-election prior to the
coalition being in place. For many years I strongly
supported the move towards a coalition and I was
delighted to see it come into place. I was also
delighted to earn my place in this Parliament with a
majority of some 28 per cent. I am proud to have
had that support from the electorate, and I pay
tribute to my wife for her hard work over the past
three years. I also pay tribute to my committee
chairman, Mr Alan Fabry, who worked hard to
provide the base on which I could be re-elected.
I support the policies the government has
implemented: responsible economic management,
industrial relations reform and changes to
WorkCare.Victoria's scheme was hopelessly
inefficient and had high premiums compared with
those of other States.
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The government has reformed education. The
teachers would describe the changes as massive, but
they have been relatively minor compared with
what the rest of the community has experienced.
Approximately 7 or 8 per cent of teachers have lost
their jobs, but that is minor compared to the loss of
employment in many other industries.
The Minister for Education is doing his best to
provide a quality education system for the children
of Victoria. It is sad but necessary that the education
budget was reduced by $86 million. Many teachers
who oppose the changes have failed to acknowledge
that the cuts were absolutely necessary in order to
provide responsible financial management and to
provide for health, police and other services the
government has a responsibility to provide. The
burden must be shared across all departments.
The cost of educating a child in Victoria is well
above the Australian average. Figures supplied by
the Australian Bureau of Statistics and the
Australian Grants Commission indicate that the cost
per weighted student average in Victoria is $383
above the average for the rest of Australia and $451
per student per year above the cost in New South
Wales. From a purely economic point of view there
is certainly room for change.
The cost of educating a primary school student in
Victoria is $4499 and $4639 for a secondary school
student. People fail to acknowledge that during the
10 years Labor was in power recurrent funding for
education had increased in real terms by 17.8 per
cent while student enrolments reduced by some
4.7 per cent. During that period teacher numbers
remained relatively static.
The government had improved the student-teacher
ratio to the point where it was better than anywhere
else in Australia except the Australian Capital
Territory. Even after all the changes are fully
implemented Victoria's student-teacher ratio will
still be better than the average for the rest of
Australia.
Changes were clearly necessary. A saving of some
$40 million has been made through contracting out
cleaning; costs in Victoria were double those in some
States and triple those in others. The money saved
has been channelled back into education for the
benefit of students.
The Governor's speech sets out the objectives the
government wishes to achieve during the 52nd
Parliament. They are: to reduce Victoria's record
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high and totally unacceptable unemployment level;
to establish an appropriate and professional
education system for our children as they prepare
for an increasingly competitive world, and to
re-establish Victoria's AAA credit rating. I commend
the Treasurer and the Premier for the steps they
have taken in that direction. Other government
objectives are: a reduction in the State's overall debt
and unfounded liabilities; the elimination of Budget
deficits; greater flexibility and choice of workplace
conditions; a smaller and more responsible public
sector; more effective coordination between the
States; a long-overdue overhaul of
Commonwealth-State relations; and a rebuilding of
Victorian industry and small business on an
internationally competitive basis. I vigorously
support all those necessary objectives.
I am sorry the election on Saturday did not return a
Federal coalition government because that would
have made it much easier for reforms to progress in
this State. I cannot understand the Australian people
rejecting the far-reaching reforms that were put
forward by the Federal coalition. I accept that we
live in a democracy and that people have made a
choice, but I believe those who have supported the
Federal Labor government will regret it because
they will be the ones who will suffer. Hard decisions
have to be taken in the near future if this State and
this country are going to have any future in the
international world.
Industrial relations needs to be reformed to achieve
competitiveness with the rest of the world. The
member for Shepparton pointed out the dramatic
changes that have taken place at the SPC factory in
his electorate. In my electorate the H. W. Greenham
and Sons Pty Lld abattoir at Tongala will be the first
abattoir in Victoria to work two shifts. Workplace
reforms are in place and the abattoir will be
competitive on a world scale. The abattoir industry
in Australia compared with its competitors in New
Zealand, Canada or the United States is
uncompetitive because of its archaic industrial
relations practices. It is not all bad news, however,
because Greenhams has shown the way in the
abattoir industry.
The Nestles factory, which is also in Tongala, has an
enlightened system of industrial relations where the
employees are involved in setting targets and
incentives. The company is competing actively on
the world market, particularly on the Asian market.
The Plumrose factory in Echuca, another food
processing company, also has extremely good
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relations with its employees, which is more than I
can say for another company that has a facility in my
electorate: I refer to the Heinz company, particularly
to its factory in Dandenong.
I am appalled by the industrial relations practices
that have been tolerated during the past 20 years at
the H. J. Heinz Co. Aust. Ltd plant in Dandenong.
The crunch is coming because the company is now
threatening to close the plant. The Heinz plant at
Girgarre is important to the 20 to 40 tomato growers
who are my constituents.
Mr Steggall interjected.
Mr MAUGHAN - The Heinz plant in Girgarre
has a stable and dedicated work force, which is
much better than its counterpart in Dandenong. The
plant in Dandenong is at the bottom of the list of
Heinz plants around the world. It supplies about
5 per cent of Heinz profits worldwide, but has 50 per
cent of its industrial relations problems.
Pacific Dunlop Ltd has much the same sort of
difficulties. Recently it undertook a survey of its
opera tions and decided to close three food
processing plants in Australia because of the high
overhead costs associated with running the plants.
The overtime rates in this country are 50 to 100 per
cent for weekend work compared with 30 per cent in
New Zealand. The penalty rate for shift work is
30 per cent in this country and 10 per cent in New
Zealand. Companies like Heinz, Edgell and Birds
Eye Foods (Aust.) Pty Ltd are considering moving
offshore not because of high salaries but because of
low productivity. Unless we deal with these
problems as SPC and Greenhams at Tongala and
other plants around the State have done, we will not
be competitive and companies will move their
plants. Jobs will not be created and Victoria will not
receive the help it needs to get out of its difficulties.
The electorate I represent is largely agricultural.
Other members have spoken about improvements in
agriculture, particularly in the dairy industry, which
is undoubtedly the major industry in the Rodney
electorate. Year after year dairying has had a proud
record of increased productivity. Because of sheer
hard work the industry has been able to compete
without subsidies against highly subsidised
products in the international market. Using the
results of industry-funded research it has increased
productivity in terms of output per man-hour,
grown more grass per acre and increased
productivity for each animal. Year after year

Wednesday, 17 March 1993

productivity has increased by 5 per cent. That is an
indication of what can be done by primary industry.
Tourism is important to my electorate. I am
delighted that next week the coalition's tourism
committee will visit Kyabram to look at the
Kyabram Fauna Park. It will go to Echuca to look at
the other attractions of the Murray Valley.
An Honourable Member - It is a junket!
Mr MAUGHAN - It is not a junket; it is a factfinding mission to look at important tourism
facilities in Echuca, Moama and Kyabram. It will
also look at the Barmah State Park, which has
tremendous tourism potential for international
visitors. It has unique flora and fauna, Aboriginal
culture and artefacts. The committee will attend a
seminar at Nathalia.
Constituents of my electorate are concerned about
road funding. I congratulate the Minister for Roads
and Ports for addressing some of the funding
imbalances between metropolitan roads and country
roads. The Labor government also failed to control
noxious weeds, which is a tragedy because millions
of dollars have been spent in an effort to control
them.
Fuel pricing concerns country people, especially
when they see the disparity in the prices paid in the
metropolitan area compared with the prices paid in
the country. Petrol costs 72.9 cents a litre in Echuca
but can be bought at some metropolitan service
stations for as low as 58 cents a litre. Similarly,
liquefied petroleum gas has an even greater price
disparity. In the metropolitan area it is 16 cents a
litre, but in the country it costs 32 cents a litre. Some
control over fuel companies is needed.
An Honourable Member - Price controls are
needed.
Mr MAUGHAN - I would not suggest price
control. I believe some practices need to be
investigated so that country people are not
subsidising the price of fuel in the metropolitan area.
I congratulate the government for the policies and
actions it has taken promptly to turn the State
around. I believe the government's policies are right.
I regret that the coalition did not achieve
government in Canberra so that the process could be
speeded up, but I believe Victoria is on the right
track and I look forward to serving in a government
that will restore prosperity to Victoria.

GOVERNOR'S SPEECH
Wednesday. 17 March 1993

ASSEMBLY

Mr SPRY (Bellarine) - I am taking part in this
debate because my maiden speech was somewhat
truncated. I spoke on Grievance Day in November,
when time did not allow me to address a number of
matters.
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would be a sad indictment of Australian and
Victorian business, and the situation must be
addressed urgently. Victorians need less
government intervention in the conduct of their
personal lives and, above all, in the conduct of their
businesses.

In response to the Governor's speech of 27 October I

pledge the allegiance of the majority of the
constituents of the Bellarine electorate to Her
Majesty the Queen. I assure the House that the
people of Bellarine are essentially law-abiding
citizens who take their obligations to the Crown
seriously.
The Governor made the point that the electorate had
demonstrated overwhelming support for change
and a fresh start. The coalition was elected by the
largest majority in Victoria's history, and that has
given the government the task of initiating much
needed and imperative reform.
Those measures were signalled by the coalition
during the election campaign and it has not
hesitated to carry those measures through in
government. The challenge for the government is to
create an environment where people can control
their own lives instead of being further enslaved by
the debt into which the previous government has led
them. The thrust of this goal has been to reinvigora te
business and to make those sectors that rely on
competition both interstate and internationally far
more competitive.
In the latter half of January this year I visited New

Zealand with the express purpose of trying to get a
handle on its experience with labour market and
micro-economic reform. Despite New Zealand's
narrow natural resource base as compared with
Australia's, it has become very competitive. Its
labour on-costs are approXimately 20 cents in the
dollar, compared with 50 cents in Australia.
Australia's labour on-costs are 2.5 times New
Zealand's! That is Significant, and the Victorian
government is taking measures that will narrow the
gap in labour market costs.
During my flight home from New Zealand I sat next
to a young New Zealand accountant who was
managing a series of companies, induding a nuts
and bolts company based in Australia. Although he
was reluctant to reveal why he was visiting
Australia, he said it was now much cheaper to do
business in New Zealand than in Australia and I
gained the impression his company was seriously
considering taking some of the core business it had
in Australia back to New Zealand. If that were so it

The government's imperatives were set out in the
Governor's speech and in early policy reports. The
first imperative is to reduce unemployment. The
second is to improve Victoria's education system so
that it is internationally competitive, and I shall
return to that issue in a moment. The third is to
restore Victoria's credit rating. The recent overseas
trip by the Premier and the Treasurer has helped
tremendously to restore Victoria's credibility with
international financial institutions and will set us on
the way to recovery.
The fourth imperative is to reduce the unacceptable
levels of debt that the State has inherited. Earlier the
honourable member for Warrnambool gave a lucid
interpretation of the ordinary person's
understanding of that debt. Another way of looking
at the debt of $64 000 million is to consider that for
every second since Jesus Christ was born Victoria
has accumulated $1 in debt. That is a horrifying
thought.
The fifth imperative is to give wider choice and
more work place flexibility to employees. That is
occurring now.
The sixth imperative is to have a smaller but more
effective public sector. I fully agree with the remarks
made by the honourable member for South
Gippsland when debating this issue earlier today.
The seventh imperative is the recognition of
Victoria's reliance on intrastate relationships and its
relationship with the Federal government.
Finally, all those imperatives and objectives are
dependent on one of the first points I made: the
revitalisation of both large and small businesses and
a recognition that they are the tax dollar generators
on which the State depends for its revenue.
For 10 years Victorians have lived beyond their
means. I am reminded of the advice that my
grandfather gave my mother and father when they
were first married. His words were similar to an
anecdote by Charles Dickens in David Copperfield
and went something like this: if you make a pound
and you spend a pound and sixpence, you will
condemn yourself to a life of misery, but if you make
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a pound and spend nineteen shillings and sixpence
you will live in harmony and in abundance.
Victorians have been spending more than one
pound and sixpence!
The government has attempted to rein in the
extravagant expenditure of the former Labor
government. Members of the opposition should
hang their heads in shame at the pain they have
caused the people of Victoria.
The government has implemented its austerity
measures with integrity and compassion in the full
knowledge that there are people who through no
fault of their own are in financial trouble. I am
particularly distressed by the refusal of some
members of the education service, supposedly a
non-political public sector group, to accept the
verdict of the people when it was expressed on
3 October last year. Some teachers, through their
unions, have decided to leave their schools when
members of the government visit them. They are not
prepared to listen and their attitude is abhorrent to
the government.
The fact that the honourable member for Carrum
has demonstrated on more than one occasion that he
is prepared to incite the teacher unions to almost
open revolt not only flies in defiance of the normal
democratic processes of this country but also puts
fear into those schools to the extent that some of
them, especially in my electorate, are already facing
falling enrolments for next year. That is deplorable,
and the honourable member for Carrum should take
pains to apologise and explain his actions.
Education is surely one of the most imperative
thrusts of the government. The Governor's speech
also mentioned that education must be the basic
platform of the recovery of Victoria. If we cannot
manage to pass on the precious legacy of the
leadership that education will convey to members of
the next generation, we have no hope of competing
as a State or a nation with our immediate
neighbours who are showing us the way in
competition by their services and products. Without
the development of this talent we are lost.
I am pleased to be associated with a process with
which I hope to continue to be involved: the
evolution of an improved education system in
Victoria. One of my greatest ambitions is to provide
post-primary facilities in growth areas. The
electorate of Bellarine needs to establish a secondary
or a post-primary education facility in Clifton
Springs. Despite the severe if not nearly impossible

Wednesday, 17 March 1993

constraints under which we currently govern, I hope
I can guide the establishment of that post-primary
education facility during my term in Parliament.
I return for a moment to the structure of government
and enlarge on some points I mentioned earlier. At
present this country has a three-tiered structure of
government. There is almost universal complaint
that Australia is overgoverned. In the light of
yesterday's release of the KPMG Peat Marwick audit
of the structure of local government in the Geelong
region-Mr Gude - An outstanding report.
Mr SPRY - Yes, it is outstanding. The report is
being studied in minute detail. The
recommendations of the auditor will be considered
by the government in due course before decisions
are made. In the meantime, it is refreshing to see that
the government is prepared to confront the issue.
On another subject, with more than a million people
unemployed in this country, the bulk of this scourge
has fallen on the private sector. It is high time the
public sector, especially local government, took a
dose look at its own performance. I have a business
background and I know it thrives on competition.
Can anyone imagine Gary Ablett - those of us who
are Geelong supporters not only think about him,
we sometimes dream about him - performing in
the Drysdale thirds with only limited competition?
The point I am making is that he has excelled in a
spectacular way in a spectacular sport because has
been challenged by the intense competition.

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr SPRY - I hear the interjections from the other
side of the House and I am sure there are many
football followers present. I can associate with them
and understand them, but I think the Cats have got
it made this year.
I am a passionate believer in competition and I
believe competition brings out the best in people
and in organisations. As I look overseas at the
performance of our near neighbours, in Asia in
particular, I marvel at their achievements over the
past 40 or 50 years. In that regard it is pleasing to see
in this morning's Age that the Minister for Education
has made a statement that special attention will be
given in schools to languages other than English and
that we should concentrate on the languages of our
near neighbours. If we are to compete in that area in
a business sense, we need to communicate
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effectively and efficiently in the languages our
neighbours use and understand.
Unless we demonstrate at school level a willingness
to concentrate on those issues we will not achieve
our objective. Australia is slipping behind. Last
Saturday Australia took the soft option. For some
reason we as a nation were unable to take the hard
choice. It behoves us here in Victoria to set the pace
for the rest of Australia. I see that as our job leading
into the future. In the Australian framework of
government Victoria alone has demonstrated a
willingness to bite the bullet, to get on with the job
and to take the hard options. I repeat: we will do it
by gritting our teeth and getting on with the job. We
have been left a huge task by our profligate friends
on the other side of the House. We will recover only
if we can demonstrate teamwork.
I conclude by referring to an example of that
teamwork that I have been looking at for some time.
In my electorate the management and enlightened
workers of Alcoa of Australia Ltd got together five
or six years ago after some dramatic stand-offs in the
mid-1970s. The House will recall those stand-offs.
Much heartache was involved and confrontation
was the order of the day. The management and the
work force eventually got together and initiated
their own system of enterprise bargaining.
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government. The work force has the opportunity, if
it is prepared to grasp it, to achieve the same
satisfaction and productivity gains that have been
demonstrated by the work force at Alcoa.
Members of the coalition government have visited
the Alcoa smelter on a number of occasions over the
past six months. Last February one of the union
leaders in that organisation gave each of us a
drinking mug that bore the inscription 'Working
together, winning together". I commend that
sentiment to all Victorians as we continue through
the government's initiatives on our road to recovery.
Debate adjourned on motion of Mr STEGGALL
(Swan Hill).
Debate adjourned until next day.

EVIDENCE (UNSWORN EVIDENCE)
BILL
Introduction and first reading
Received from Council.
Read first time on motion of Mrs WADE
(Attorney-General).

ADJOURNMENT
The SPEAKER - Order! The time appointed by
Sessional Orders for the interruption of the business
of the House has now arrived.
Sitting continued on motion of Mr GUDE
(Minister for Industry and Employment).

Mr GUDE (Minister for Industry and
Employment) - I move:
That the House do now adjourn.

Police employment contracts
Mr SPRY (Bellarine) - I return to the matter of
teamwork. Management made it clear to the
workers of Alcoa of Australia Ltd that in order to
compete worldwide there was a need to lift
productivity in labour output in particular. I am
proud to say that members of that work force got
together and initiated their own workplace reforms.
It took some years to do it, but today their
productivity compares favourably with that of
Rockdale in Texas, one of the nearest areas with
which to compare the aluminium smelting industry
in Australia.
On a productive basis the Alcoa smelting enterprise

at Point Henry has outpaced that of the facility at
Rockdale. The productivity increase was based on
developing a system of teamwork. This model has
now been introduced by the Minister for
Employment and Industry with the support of the

Mr SERCOMBE (Niddrie) - In the absence of
the Minister for Police and Emergency Services I
direct to the attention of the Minister for Industry
and Employment the response of the Minister for
Police and Emergency Services to questions in the
House last year - the Minister for Industry and
Employment gave similar responses - that the
award conditions of police in Victoria would be
rolled over into employment contracts.
As I understand it the position now is that the police
are operating under conditions identical to their
award conditions on a deemed basis. The Minister
for Police and Emergency Services has placed great
emphasis on the importance of ensuring that police
personnel are available in rural Victoria, particularly
in isolated areas. To achieve that objective
governments of various persuasions have ensured
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that 200 to 300 police houses be made available as an
essential condition of employment of police in rural
Victoria.
It is my understanding that tomorrow's Herald-Sun

will carry a report quoting the Minister for Finance
as saying it is his intention that government
employee housing should be sold. It would include
the accommodation provided for police personnel
occupying police housing, which is an essential part
of their conditions of employment, particularly in
country Victoria.
I ask the Minister for Police and Emergency Services
and the Minister for Industry and Employment, who
is at the table, to ensure that conditions for police in
the awards rolled over include provision for their
accommodation. I ask them also to ensure that the
government honours its commitment to encouraging
police to occupy positions in rural Victoria by
ensuring that police housing is available, thereby
overruling the Minister for Finance and repudiating
his statements. I understand that the Herald-Sun will
publish his statements tomorrow and make the
position quite clear.
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It was only at that time that both companies learned
the supermarket had been placed in the hands of a
liquidator three months earlier. They had not been
informed of that action by the supermarket
proprietors, the liquidator or the company which
had obtained the liquidation order, Composite
Buyers Ltd of Knoxfield.

In January this year both small companies received a
demand from the liqUidator for the return of all
moneys paid to them in regard to every transaction
made between 21 September 1992 and the shutting
of the supermarket on 3 December 1992. In the case
of the soft drink company, that amounted to
$7495.85 and in the case of the milk supplier
$42240.21.
Honourable members will appreciate that such
demands on small companies, either trading as
partnerships or with only one or two proprietors,
could lead to their shutting their doors and throwing
employees out of work. Will the Attorney-General
advise what action can be taken to protect
companies in such circumstances from attacks on
their viability and from what I believe are untoward
demands by liquidators?

Liquidation legislation
Essendon hospital maternity facility
Mr COOPER (Mornington) - I draw to the
attention of the Attorney-General a serious legal
concern of small business in regard to Federal and
State Acts of Parliament governing the liquidation of
companies. I ask the Minister to address the
following matter. The Minister is not here but - Mr ROPER (Coburg) - On a point of order, if the
Minister is not available, the normal practice is to
direct the matter to the Minister at the table. The
Minister at the table is quite properly the Leader of
the House and he should deal with the matter.

Mr ROPER (Coburg) - I direct to the attention of
the Minister for Health the provision of maternity
services for women who live not only in Essendon
but also in the surrounding north-western suburbs
of Melbourne. The matter I raise concerns the
decision made by the government and the Essendon
hospital to close the hospital's maternity facility.

The SPEAKER - Order! It is a well held
convention of the House that if the Minister to
whom a matter relates is absent from the
adjournment debate, the Minister at the table deals
with the matter.

As honourable members will be aware, for many
years the hospital has been a major centre for
obstetric services in the north-western suburbs. In
the past couple of years some 2000 babies have been
born at the hospital. Although most of the mothers
of those babies live in Essendon and nearby, many
mothers from the northern and north-western
suburbs have chosen to have their babies at the
hospital because of the excellent reputation it enjoys.

Mr COOPER (Mornington) - Two small family
companies are concerned, one supplying soft drink
and the other supplying milk. Those companies do
business with a supermarket in Pearcedale which,
unknown to them, went into liquidation on
21 September last year. Those two small companies
continued to trade with the supermarket on their
usual short-term account basis until the doors of the
supermarket were closed on 3 December.

As a consequence of the cuts made by the State
government and the demand that hospitals
rationalise their services, an announcement was
made today that the maternity facility at the hospital
will be closed. As a result women in the
north-western suburbs will have no choice but to
attend the Sunshine and Royal Women's hospitals.
The Minister will be aware that for many years the
people of Essendon have contributed a great deal to
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the development of the hospital, and the maternity
facility has attracted widespread community
support.
The decision to dose the hospital would not have
been made without the approval of the Minister for
Health and the Department of Health and
Community Services. On behalf of the people who
have contacted me and the many people who will no
doubt contact the hospital in the next couple of days,
I ask the Minister to reconsider the decision, which
will have a drastic effect on the provision of
maternity services in the north-western suburbs of
Melbourne.
In its latest annual report, which was tabled in
Parliament last week, the hospital board proudly
boasted of the improvement in the obstetrics
services offered by the hospital. As a result of the
government's decision, not only will the maternity
facility be closed but the services associated with it
will no longer be available. I ask the Minister for
Health to justify the closure to the women of the
north-western suburbs.

Parkdale Secondary College
Mr LEIGH (Mordialloc) - I direct to the
attention of the Minister for Education
correspondence being sent by teachers to parents of
children attending Parkdale Secondary College even though the letter I shall quote from is
addressed to me. I am particularly disappointed by
the contents of the letter because Parkdale
Secondary College, which is in Warren Road,
Mordialloc East, is myoId school. The letter is about
the teachers' current work-to-rule campaign:
We, the Victorian Secondary Teacher Association
branch of Parkdale Secondary College are writing to
you to provide accurate information about what is
occurring at this school.
Because of the horrendous government cuts in
expenditure and the refusal of the Ministry to discuss
with the VSTA the impact of these funding cuts, we
have no alternative but to pursue a classroom teaching
campaign.

Mr Tanner - A classroom teaching campaign?
Mr LEIGH - Yes, a classroom teaching
campaign -although I am sure that what is going
on amounts to a little more than classroom teaching.
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In describing how the school will be affected, the
letter says that teachers will no longer prepare and
collect work outside normal school hours; extra
programs for year 12 students will not be run;
cultural activities will cease; and lunchtime activities
involving staff and students will also be stopped.

Coincidentally the letter was sent to parents in the
week prior to the Federal election. It is true that
rather than talking to the VSTA, the government is
talking to teachers. But I wonder what is going on,
and in whose interest these teachers are taking
action. I come from a family of teachers: my mother
was a teacher and my wife is a teacher in the area. I
have a great deal of sympathy for those teachers
who want to know what is going on.
The contents of the letter are disappointing. The
letter is a form of blackmail by certain sections of the
union movement - designed, among other things,
to help the Labor Party in the lead-up to last
Saturday'S Federal election. I should like to know
how the information is being produced and what
action the Minister proposes to take to deal with the
production of this sort of stuff, which is intended to
scare the parents of schoolchildren.
Parents expect their children to have access to a
good education. That is certainly the government's
priority. It appears that the opposition and some
sections of the trade union movement in the
education field are hell-bent on ensuring that our
children do not get the best education.
The House will be aware that Victoria's financial
problems are due to the gross incompetence of the
former government and the black holes it left in
funding for education and other portfolios.
Opposition members may sit there and smirk but
they ought to be ashamed of themselves. The whole
lot of them should resign so that Victoria can have
some by-elections to elect some decent members to
the House.

Prostitution Regulation Act
Mr COLE (Melbourne) - I raise with the
Attorney-General the review of the Prostitution
Regulation Act 1986, which has been going on for
some time. I direct to the attention of the
Attorney-General an article in the Essendon Gazette of
16 March entitled ''Kennett lobbied". The matter that
concerns me is that while the review is being
conducted into the Prostitution Regulation Act a
moratorium has been imposed on any new brothels.
A moratorium should be imposed on views of
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government members about the review before its
findings are made available. The article refers to a
brothel proposed for Mount Alexander Road and
states:
Mr Kennett said the government would soon proclaim
sections of the Prostitution Regulation Act 1986 that
weren't introduced by the previous tabor government.
The Liberal Leader said this would give local
councillors more power to refuse brothel applications.
Mr Kennett said the government supported legalised
brothels and did not want to force the industry
underground.

I express concern that, if taken at face value, the
comments of the Premier as reported in the article
seem to pre-empt the review and mirror coalition
policies.
Prior to the election the coalition proposed to hand
back to local councils planning powers over
brothels, abolishing any right of appeal to the
Administrative Appeals Tribunal. If the review is to
have any merit government members and the
Premier should not make statements that pre-empt
the review. If we are to go down the ridiculous path
of having a moratorium on brothel applications - Mr Kennett interjected.
Mr COLE - The Premier made some comment
about the moratorium and other matters. I express
concern that what he is doing will create illegal
brothels.

Honourable members interjecting.

Industrial action by teachers
Mrs HENDERSON (Geelong) - I raise for the
attention of the Minister for Education the appalling
situation referred to in today's Geelong Advertiser
where Victorian Secondary Teachers Association
(VSTA) members in Geelong have said they will
walk out of their classrooms if the Minister sets foot
in their schools. The article states:
VSTA branch president, Mc Terry Gunn, said State
union members had promised to protest if any Liberal
politician visited a State secondary school.

I advise the House that the Federal member for
Ballarat was recently invited to the Midlands
Secondary College to install school captains and to
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present community service awards. The same
teachers who had encouraged students to strive for
excellence and to give leadership to others turned
their backs on the students in their moment of glory
and walked out of the school during the official
school function.
Honourable Members - Shame, shame!
Mrs HENDERSON - I believe I have a good
working relationship with schools in the Geelong
electorate, but the VSTA is attempting to stop me
from performing my duties and serving the needs of
my electorate.
Mr ROPER (Coburg) - On a point of order,
Mr Speaker, the honourable member for Geelong is
reading from a document, and that is not permitted
under the Standing Orders. If the honourable
member is reading a document, it should be made
available to all honourable members.
Mr KENNETT (Premier) -On the point of
order, Mr Speaker, the honourable member for
Coburg has a short memory and is displaying
incredible intolerance. As most honourable members
know, members face a steep learning curve when
they first enter this place and many refer to notes as
they become more familiar with the place.
The honourable member for Coburg belittles himself
when he picks on a new member, particularly a
female member, as she tries to adjust to the work in
this place. All honourable members understand the
rules, but they must also exhibit a little tolerance. I
hope the honourable member for Coburg, who has
been here longer than I, apologises for what I
consider to be an intolerant and sexist action.
The SPEAKER - Order! Notwithstanding that
the honourable member for Geelong's time has
expired, honourable members know that they may
refer to notes but may not read from them. That is a
long-held tradition in this place.

State deficit levy
Mr LEIGHTON (Preston) - I raise a matter with
the Minister for Small Business.
Mr Baker interjected.
The SPEAKER - Order! I warn the honourable
member for Sunshine that if he wants to make my
St Patrick's day he should continue in the present
vein.
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Mr LEIGHTON - I am concerned about an
anomaly in the imposition of the State deficit levy on
small business. I ask him to consider this matter and
to use his influence in the Cabinet and to make
representations to the Treasurer.
I will cite three examples of the inequity of the State
deficit levy as it affects small businesses. The first
concerns a restaurant in West Melbourne that
occupies two adjoining terrace houses. The owner
has correctly pointed out that she can accept paying
two lots of State deficit levy, but to her horror she
must pay four lots of the State deficit levy, including
one for a storage area. That small business
proprietor is reported in a newspaper article in the
Melbourne Leader as having said:
... the coalition had boasted about what it would do for
small business before the 3 October election.
But she said she was now "sick of them (the State
government)".
"There is no advantage at all for small business in their
policies".

The second example concerns premises at 112 and
114 High Street. The owners of those premises must
pay four lots of the State deficit levy. Originally the
buildings had four tenants, but that number is now
down to three. The council has advised that it may
be possible to reduce the payments to three lots of
the State deficit levy in future years, but the problem
cannot be fixed retrospectively. Therefore, the
owners are paying four lots of the State deficit levy.
The third example is the Preston market in my
electorate, which has some 250 stalls, and 250 lots of
State deficit levy will have to be paid - that is
$25 000 worth.
Obviously, the Minister for Agriculture has been
more successful in looking after his constituents
than the Minister for Small Business has been. Farm
land is aggregated so, no matter what size the farm,
only one lot of the State deficit levy must be paid.
The Preston market would fit in the back paddock of
a farm, yet it is being forced to pay 250 lots of the
levy.
The Minister for Small Business has failed his
constituency miserably by imposing a further
burden on small business, which has to lead the way
out of the recession.
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Sunbury Secondary College
Or NAPTHINE (Portland) - I request that the
Minister for Education and request investigate an
abuse by the teachers at Sunbury Secondary College
of their privileged position at the college. Teachers
have misused their position by demanding that
students take home to their parents envelopes
containing blatant political material and union
propaganda.
Parents of children attending the college have
contacted me and have informed me that as late as
Friday of last week, which happened to be the day
before the Federal election, teachers had approached
students and, using their privileged position of
control of those students, instructed them to take
envelopes home to their parents. The parents
subsequently discovered that the envelopes
contained political propaganda concerning the
Federal opposition's Fightback package and
education policy, as well as union propaganda
concerning the position taken by the Victorian
Secondary Teachers Association on education
management in this State.
The action taken by teachers at Sunbury Secondary
College was a gross misuse of their position and an
insult to the majority of teachers in this State, who
are highly professional and hardworking people. It
is an insult that a small minority of politically active
union members should jeopardise the standing and
professional status of teachers in the community by
abusing their privileged position. It is grossly wrong
for teachers to prevail upon young students in
years 7 and 8 to carry home that sort of propaganda.
Students should not be used to convey to parents
any information other than information concerning
the management of a school.
Teachers have every right to be politically active. If,
however, they wish to push a political or union
barrow they should do it at weekends or outside
school hours by placing material in letterboxes or by
doorknocking. Those teachers have no right to abuse
their position of privilege and power in our society
by using students to carry messages home to parents.
I ask the Minister to take action in relation to
Sunbury Secondary College - and any other
schools where the practice is occurring - to
determine who is doing it and to ensure that it does
not happen in the future.
Honourable Members - Hear, hear!
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Coode Island chemical storage
Mr MILDENHALL (Footscray) - I raise for the
attention of the Minister for Industry Services the
government's commibnent to the relocation of the
Coode Island chemical storage facility. Honourable
members will recall the city being engulfed in
chemical smoke in August 1991. One of the positive
features of the aftermath of both the fire and the
investigation of the circumstances surrounding the
incident by a review panel was the bipartisan
support of the then government and the coalition
opposition for the relocation of the chemical storage
facility.
At that time the election policy of the coalition
included the following commibnent:
In government we will ensure the plan to transfer
Coode Island chemical storage proceeds, with the
implementation of a phased reduction in the storage of
chemicals at Coode Island and the creation of a safe
new industrial complex at west Point Wilson.

In August 1992 the municipality with which I was
associated also received a written commibnent from
the coalition in more specific terms:
The incoming coalition government will move to
transfer chemical storage facilities from Coode Island to
west Point Wilson ...
We accept the review panel's recommended action on a
shift of the chemical storage to an alternative site.
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the new contract system. I have received
representations from two schools in the Wangaratta
area, the Wangaratta West Primary School and the
Appin Park Primary School. Although they support
the tough measures the government has
implemented, they require further clarification on
cleaning contracts. Although the contracts contain
terms and conditions set out by the Deparbnent of
Education, conflict exists as to whether cleaners
should be paid the total amount of the contract or
whether PAYE tax, WorkCover levies and
superannuation entitlements should be taken out of
the payments.
I seek from the Minister clarification about the
contracts provided by the Deparbnent of Education
for use by schools in setting up contracts with school
cleaners. It is apparent that some schools are making
total payments to cleaners while others are taking
out certain levies. I ask the Minister to clarify the
situation. I have also received a letter from a school
cleaner who detailed the difficulties he is
experiencing and explained that he believes he
should be paid the total amount of the contract.

Work experience
Mr SEITZ (Keilor) - I ask the Minister for
Education to consider providing further work
experience for students in secondary colleges.
The SPEAKER - Order! The honourable
member's time has expired.

Responses
The recommended action for the next phase was to
establish a relocation authority. The Safer Chemical
Storage AuthOrity Bill was introduced into this
House in August 1992, but it was not proceeded
with due to the calling of the State election.
I seek the Minister's confirmation that the
government will stand by the commibnents made in
1991 and 1992. I ask that he intervene to ensure that
the relocation process is put back on track, that an
appropriate Bill is introduced to this House and that
the steps outlined by the review panel, which were
accepted by the coalition when in opposition and the
Labor Party when in government, are proceeded
with.

School cleaning services
Mr JASPER (Murray Valley) - I direct to the
attention of the Minister for Education the
difficulties experienced with school cleaning under

Mr GUDE (Minister for Industry and
Employment) - I thank the honourable member for
Niddrie for directing attention to the rollover
provisions of award conditions for members of the
Victoria Police Force. The honourable member
indicated that the rollover provisions are part of the
Employee Relations Act and that they apply to the
Police Force. The honourable member referred to an
award provision in respect of rural hOUSing. I am
unable to give him the details about that, but I shall
certainly direct the matter to the attention of the
Minister for Police and Emergency Services and
ensure that the honourable member receives a reply
as soon as possible.
Mrs WADE (Attorney-General) - The
honourable member for Mornington referred to two
constituents who are running small businesses that
have run into problems because the liquidator of a
third company requires them to repay money that
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was paid by that company during the period after
the filing of the application for liquidation but before
the court made an order appointing the liquidator.
That is an unfortunate but not unusual experience
for small businesses. A major problem for a small
business supplying goods or services to another
small business that fails is that it can also mean the
failure of the first company.
That difficult problem was not properly regulated
under the legislation passed by th~ former
government. Honourable members will recall that
the former government handed over the regulation
of companies to the Commonwealth, which has
made it more difficult for honourable members to
properly represent constituents with those sorts of
problems because representations now have to be
made to the Commonwealth government or to the
Australian Securities Commission, the authority
authorised by the Federal government.
It appears to me - and I have had some discussions

with the Australian Securities Commission - that
the commission is concentrating its efforts on big
companies such as those featured on the financial
pages of newspapers and small companies that run
into problems are not receiving sufficient attention.
Based on the facts outlined by the honourable
member I am surprised that the small businesses
have been asked to repay the money if they were
paid by ordinary cheque drawn on the company's
bank account prior to an order for liquidation being
made. In those circumstances I should have thought
they would be entitled to keep the money, but that
may not be the case if the payments were made in
cash. In those circumstances they may have some
difficul ties.
If the honourable member gives me the details of the
cases I will consider them and, if it seems

appropriate, I will take up the matter with the
Australian Securities Commission.
The honourable member for Melbourne referred to
the review of the Prostitution Regulation Act. As
honourable members will be aware, the former
government failed to proclaim half of that measure,
which had been passed by Parliament. Before the
election the coalition indicated that it would
consider proclaiming the remaining sections. The
honourable member has referred to statements made
by the Premier about that matter. A working party is
consulting widely with those involved in the brothel
industry, municipal councils and community
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representatives. The working party will report to
government on its consultations and make
recommendations. The government will then decide
what will be done in the light of those
recommendations and options.
Mrs TEHAN (Minister for Health) - The
honourable member for Coburg referred to the
expansion of services at the Royal Melbourne
Hospital complex, including the Essendon campus.
During the past few weeks the honourable member
for Essendon has raised the matter with me and
yesterday we discussed the details of the expansion
of services at the Essendon campus.
It is an opportunity to expand the community

services at the Essendon campus of the Royal
Melbourne Hospital. The hospi~l will expand its
surgical services by adding to the 10 beds already in
use 30 beds that were previously dedicated as
surgical beds. That service will impact on the
unacceptably long waiting list at the Essendon
campus. More particularly, there will be an
expansion of the services available for women's
health. A mammography unit has already been
established and an osteoporosis bone density service
will supplement the wide range of services now
available for women, in conjunction with the
services provided by the Royal Women's Hospital.
Antenatal and postnatal clinics are provided on
campus and they will have a closer relationship and
network with the Royal Women's Hospital.
The initiative has been taken by the Royal
Melbourne Hospital in cooperation with the Royal
Women's Hospital and the Western Hospital and it
will ensure that the Essendon campus provides
wide-ranging services, including a network of
services for women of all ages, especially older
women throughout the north-west region of
Melbourne.
Mr HAYWARD (Minister for Education) - The
honourable member for Mordialloc raised with me a
matter concerning a document sent out by teacher
union officials from a school in his electorate and the
so-called work-to-rule campaign. It would be more
appropriate if the teacher union addressed its
protest to the Australian Labor Party because the
sole reason action has been taken on the education
budget is to redress the problems inherited from the
previous Labor government.
I give two examples of those problems, although I
could cite many examples at great length. The first is
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that the Labor government made commitments of
more than $40 million for which it made no
budgetary provision. The second is that under
10 years of Labor government the accumulated
backlog of maintenance is now more than
$600 million. Many schools are in an unsatisfactory
condition.
The only people the so-called work-to-rule
campaign will hurt are the students at the school.
The behaviour of teacher union officials is
disgraceful. I believe the vast majority of teachers
are professional officers whose first commitment is
to their students. The action being advocated by
union officials will harm students and the schools.
They obviously have no interest in their schools.
The honourable member for Geelong raised with me
the so-called bans by teachers in some secondary
schools on visits by members of the government.
That is unprofessional and it will harm students and
schools. Those teachers should address their
complaints to the Labor Party, which destroyed the
education budget.
One of the important duties of members of
Parliament is to visit their local schools. It is
important not only from the point of view of the
member of Parliament but also and more especially
from the point of view of the students and the
school. It is an essential part of our Parliamentary
responsibilities to visit schools. This highly
unprofessional behaviour can only harm the
students and it again shows that the teacher union
officials have absolutely no concern for students.
The honourable member for Portland referred to
school resources at Sunbury Secondary College
being used to send out political propaganda material
to parents through students. That is poor behaviour
and is a breach of ethics. It is improper use of school
facilities and it exploits children for political
purposes. It is also improper use of private and
confidential records of students for political
purposes.
Whenever these ma tters are reported a full
investigation will be undertaken and appropriate
action will be taken. It is absolutely disgraceful. It
shows that the union is simply politically motivated
and shows no interest in the concerns of students.
The honourable member for Murray Valley raised a
number of issues pertaining to cleaning contracts in
schools but more especially dealing with
clarification of reductions. The process of contract
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cleaning has gone remarkably smoothly. It has saved
$50 million and part of that money has been used to
create 2500 tertiary places. That result is a tribute to
school councils and principals. The vast majority of
cleaners who were previously employed as school
cleaners are now cleaning schools either as private
contractors or through their involvement with
contracting firms.
We are encouraging schools to adopt a flexible
approach to the cleaning contracts. I shall take up
the points made by the honourable member,
investigate them thoroughly, especially as they
relate to reductions, and I shall report back to him.
In passing I mention that some schools originally
expressed concern about whether the funds
available to them would cover the cleaning
contracts. In the vast majority of cases the answer is
that they have been more than sufficient and schools
have been the beneficiaries of the arrangement.
In the short time available to him the honourable
member for Keilor raised the question of work
experience in secondary colleges. This is an
important issue. Work experience for students is
already under way in secondary colleges. A range of
expanded programs have already been discussed
with business organisations. In a recession such as
this it is important for students to have work
experience. It is something they can talk about when
they are seeking employment later and it provides
them with an opportunity for references from
employers or businesses with which they were
involved. I thank the honourable member for raising
the matter and I shall certainly pursue it with vigour.
Mr GUDE (Minister for Industry and
Employment) - The honourable member for
Preston referred to the State deficit levy and how it
applied to a number of small businesses in his
electorate. He made specific reference to the Preston
market. It was interesting that the honourable
member raised this matter, given that when his
party was in government it presided over a record
number of bankruptcies in this State. That situation
related directly to policies of the former government
that generated increased costs and increased taxes
on business.

Victoria had the highest level of bankruptcies of any
State in the Commonwealth and that was a direct
consequence of the failed policies of the former
government. The Victorian Economic Development
Corporation is an example of that. The same
government was responsible for generating the
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highest level of red tape and bureaucracy one could
possibly imagine.

Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER - Order! It may be late at night,
but the House will not dissolve into a disorderly
rabble.
Mr GUDE - However, notwithstanding the
incompetence of the previous government, I will
take up the matter with the Minist~r for Small
Business so that he can provide a response.
Mr PESCOTT (Minister for Industry Services) Those of us who were here last night will recall that
the honourable member for Footscray directed a
matter to the attention of the Minister for Planning,
and the honourable member received one of the
biggest bucketings one has ever seen in this place.
Tonight he was brave enough to ask a question
about Coode Island. He started by describing the fire
and smoke that occurred about a year ago. He spoke
about the commitment the coalition has to the policy
it enunciated before the last election and wanted to
know whether the government would introduce a
Bill that was before Parliament when the State went
to the election.
It has been fascinating to watch the Labor Party in

action in the Footscray area pushing its policy of fear
and the line that the coalition will not continue with
its policy.
I state categorically that the government is
continuing with the task force set up by the previous
government to determine what is required to move
the facility from Coode Island to west Point Wilson
in a timely manner. It is exactly the same timetable
as that set by the previous government.
Recently I received a letter from the City of
Footscray asking the same question that the
honourable member asked tonight, but the letter
went a little further.
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Mr PESCOIT - The honourable member for
Broadmeadows is not often in his own electorate; he
certainly would not know about west Point Wilson.
The letter dated 15 February 1993 refers to a council
resolution that:
If the Minister fails to provide a satisfactory response

within 30 days, council consider holding a public
meeting to advise the public of the Minister's failure to
respond.

They are bullyboy tactics. There is competition
between the honourable member for Footscray and
the City of Footscray to obtain this information from
the coalition. The government has not changed its
policy.
Will the honourable member for Footscray and the
City of Footscray hold a public meeting to inform
the ratepayers what steps have been taken to assess
the risk that exists for the residents near Coode
Island? Would they like to explain what chemicals
are there? Will we have another Bhopal? Will we
have another Hiroshima? What risks was the former
State government assessing when it immediately set
up a task force on the moving of the facility from
Coode Island to west Point Wilson?
The City of Footscray and the honourable member
for Footscray should note that they have a great
responsibility to educate ratepayers in the district as
to exactly what the problems are before a move is
made from Coode Island within the framework set
by the previous government. Work on the
environment effects statement is continuing at the
same speed. The task force is to hold public
meetings at the end of the month in Geelong and
Melbourne to explain publicly exactly what is
happening.
Quite clearly the honourable member for Footscray
and the City of Footscray need to learn that it is not
satisfactory for a group to constantly whip up fear in
the community about something that might happen
when in fact it is not going to happen.
Motion agreed to.

Mr Kennan interjected.
House adjourned 10.56 p.m.
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Nunawading Planning Scheme - No. L55
Traralgon (Shire) Planning Scheme - No. U1

State library of Victoria Council- Report for the year
1991-92

The SPEAKER (Hon. J. E. Delzoppo) took the chair
at 10.5 a.m. and read the prayer.

Statutory Rule under the following Act:

PETITION

Health Act 1958 - SR No. 32

The Clerk - I have received the following
petition for presentation to Parliament:

Alfred, Royal Southern Memorial and
Caulfield hospitals
To the Honourable the Speaker and members of the
Legislative Assembly in Parliament assembled:
The humble petition of the undersigned citizens of the
State of Victoria sheweth a call for the separation of
Caulfield General Medical Centre from the Alfred
group of hospitals in order to ensure that the Caulfield
General Medical Centre is able to provide the services
needed by the communities to which the petitioners
belong.
Your petitioners therefore pray that all steps are taken
to repeal any legislation amalgamating the Alfred
Hospital with the Royal Southern Memorial and
Caulfield hospitals and to enact legislation
amalgamating and funding the Royal Southern and
Caulfield hospitals.
And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

By Mr Tanner (308) signatures
Laid on table.

PAPERS
Laid on table by Clerk:
Film Victoria - Report for the year 1991-92
Museum of Victoria Council - Report for the year
1991-92

Planning and Environment Act 1987 -Notices of
approval of amendments to the following Planning
Schemes:
Hastings Planning Scheme - No. L36 Part I
Kowree Planning Scheme - No. 1.3
Maldon Planning Scheme - No. L5

ADJOURNMENT
Mr GUDE (Minister for Industry and
Employment) - I move:
That the House, at its rising, adjourn until Tuesday,
30 March.

Motion agreed to.

GOVERNOR'S SPEECH
Address-in-Reply
Debate resumed from 17 March; motion of
Mr FINN (Tullamarine) for adoption of
Address-in-Reply.
Mr STEGGALL (Swan Hill) - I am pleased to
join the debate on the Address-in-Reply to the
Governor's speech on 27 October 1992.
I pledge my support and the support of my
electorate to Her Majesty the Queen. I also
congratulate His Excellency the Governor,
Mr McGarvie, and his wife for the excellent way
they are handling their roles. I particularly
congratulate the Governor for the speech he made at
the opening of the first session of the
52nd Parliament.
I extend my congratulations to the fonner Governor,
Or Davis McCaughey, and his wife for the first-class
job they did when Or McCaughey was Governor of
the State of Victoria. I wish them well in their
retirement.
I also congratulate the newly elected members on
both sides of the House who, for the past few weeks,
have been delivering their maiden speeches and
making their first forays into the life of the
Parliament as representatives of their electorates. I
have been most impressed with the efforts and
calibre of those members. It augurs well for a good
future for the Victorian Parliament.
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I note that the House, through your good leadership,
Mr Speaker, is trying to get back to better and more
acceptable procedures in the operation of the House.
I am sure that as the House proceeds through the
autumn sittings and into the spring sessional period
Parliament will be a much better forum than it has
been over the past few years. Parliament has been
much criticised for the way it operated over the last
five or six years of the former Labor government.
We are now making some ground in improving the
efficiency and standard of the Victorian Parliament.
I thank the Swan Hill electorate for returning me as
its representative at the 3 October election last year.
New communities and areas have been added to the
electorate. Inglewood has been added to the south
riding of the Shire of Korong, the Shire of Donald
has returned to the electorate after having been
represented for six years by the Minister for
Agriculture in the former Lowan electorate and the
Shire of East Loddon has also been included, all of
which have added some diversity to the electorate.
This large and important electorate runs from
Inglewood in the south to Robinvale in the north
and from Wilkur South in the west to Kamarooka in
the east.
The Governor's speech was refreshing and different.
For the past 10 years I have listened to the Labor
government's plans to introduce programs, so it was
heartening to listen to the Liberal-National coalition
government's commitment to new policies as a
result of its overwhelming victory on 3 October. In
his speech the Governor referred to the
responsibility we all have as members of Parliament,
individuals and communities for our own future
and destiny. The role of government will now
change because the way the Victorian Labor
government operated over the past 10 years is
unsustainable.
It is an enormous challenge that the coalition parties
must take up. The coalition took office with a Budget
deficit of $3000 million and a State debt of
$65 billion. It will be a huge challenge to introduce
in a democracy the reforms required to improve our
economy. The challenge will be even greater because
Victoria and Australia have a strong adversarial
political system and a lively media that likes to
sensationalise the incidents and stories that regularly
crop up. Any government that attempts to reform its
financial structure and reduce its responsibilities in
certain fields to a reasonable level will have
difficulty.
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The recent Federal election is an interesting case. I
believe the people of Australia understood exactly
what they were voting against but had no idea of
what they were voting for. The Federal and
Victorian State governments have Significant
challenges ahead in how they will guide Australia
and Victoria through the mire of financial problems
created at both State and Federal levels over the past
10 years.
Although it is good for governments to talk about
social justice, equity and all the good things they can
do, it is not possible for governments to continue
with programs that they cannot fund. It does not
matter whether it is a State or a Federal government.
Eventually it must ensure that the income received
from taxation will equal, or almost equal, the
expenditure required for programs.
The Victorian Labor government ran riot over the
past three to four years, and every Victorian knew
that changes had to be made. They knew the
fundamental role of government would change
because State expenditure was not matched in any
way, shape or form with State income.
Unfortunately, soon after the State election Victoria's
credit rating was downgraded, which caused
enormous concern and cost to the State.
I commend the Premier and the Treasurer for their
successful whirlwind tour to speak to
representatives of finance institutions around the
world. They were not seeking to raise funds and
examine investment opportunities for the future;
they were concerned with procedures to roll over
existing debt commitments to ensure that the credit
downgrading Victoria experienced soon after
coming into power will not continue.
The role of government and of the community must
change. Australians have developed a carg<H:ult
mentality, believing that the government should
meet the demands of individuals, communities, local
government and industry. Even the State
governments' demands on Federal governments for
handouts has driven us to run elections as if they
were auctions. Elections in Australia are not based
on proper policies covering expenditure and receipts
and the proper funding of social programs. We run
auctions offering programs that are not funded.
From the limited information available about the
Federal Labor government's promises in the recent
campaign, it seems that its programs are not funded.
The fear and confusion surrounding election
campaigns creates many problems. Medicare was
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one of the important but confused issues laid before
the Australian public. It is hard to get a handle on
the funding of Medicare. Yesterday the Minister for
Health spoke of the dangers faced by private
hospitals in Victoria. They are not the big private
hospitals that exist in Melbourne; they are the small
country hospitals and the bush nursing hospitals
which country communities have worked to
establish over many years and which the private
health system has developed.
From the time they came to power in the 198Os, the
policies of the Federal Labor government and the
former State Labor government were opposed to
private health. Those policies are now putting at risk
private hospital operations in country Victoria.
I do not know how the State government will handle
health now, or how the Federal government intends
to handle it, but the changes the Federal government
introduced before the Federal election - obviously
they will now continue -have resulted in a
winding-down in aged care facilities and the bush
nursing hospitals that communities built with
Federal and State government encouragement.
I am extremely concerned about the future of private
sector health delivery in the future. The Federal
government has no policy in that area, and the
former Labor government in Victoria had no policy.
A task force, headed by the Minister for Health, to
handle the problem has been established by the
Victorian government. The community is concerned
about health provision, and on Saturday country
Victorians were the great losers.
The Fightback package contained enormous scope
for change and proposed different ways to do
business in Australia, but that was lost. The
aspirations of government members must now
change. It will be interesting to see how this
government works with the Federal government.
The Premier has said he is willing and keen to
discuss a range of issues with the Federal
government to ensure that people understand - as
Victorians must understand - that for the next three
and a half years there will be a coalition government
in Victoria come hell or high water. Victorians must
also understand that the coalition government has to
work with the Federal Labor government to solve
problems in the difficult areas of health, transport,
industrial relations and Commonwealth-State
relations.
I was one of those who were pleased when the
former Prime Minister, Mr Hawke, was moving to
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change the relationship between State, local and
Federal governments in Australia. When Mr Keating
became Prime Minister he threw that out, and
Australia will have a different approach to the
relationship between State, local and Federal
governments from the approach it would have had
under Mr Hawke. Unfortunately, confusion will
continue as we proceed to the year 2000. I hope
discussions held throughout the 1990s will result in
a closer examination of what has happened in
Australia, and this Chamber is a suitable place to
discuss what has happened in country Victoria.
An honourable member interjected.

Mr STEGGALL - In the past 10 years the great
difficulty has been the dominance of metropolitan
people in both the Federal and State governments.
The geography of Australia and Victoria has
resulted in vast differences in the spread of the
population. The roles and functions of the differing
people must be taken into account. That has not
been the case in recent times.
About 70 per cent of the population of Victoria is in
Melbourne. As a rural member, I am aware that
country members will always be the minority in this
place. That is not a problem if country members
ensure that the community and the Parliament
understand that country areas play a vital part in
Victoria.
Government policies should take care not only of the
metropolitan area but also of country areas.
Metropolitan areas are probably the most inefficient
in paying their own way or looking after future
generations. Often the needs of country people are
not considered. Approaches to education and health
are different in the country from those in the
metropolitan area. Country schools are not as large
as schools in the city. Transport and communication
services in the country are not as extensive as in the
city. We must ensure that services in both the city
and the country are provided in the most efficient
and economical way to deliver the best quality
service. That means those areas must be closely
examined.
When the government took office it inherited a
$3000 million deficit. I do not know where the

previous government thought it was heading. It
probably had no idea where next year's Budget was
coming from. Unfortunately, because of the political
structures in the Labor Party, the election came too
late for 1992-93. Unsuccessful auctions were
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conducted and Victoria is now stuck with a Budget
with a huge hole in it.
The management of the State's finances and services
is vital. Those new members and new Ministers who
are enjoying the hard work of ensuring a good
future must remember that many other government
members were in opposition for 10 years. Being in
opposition for so long is a great incentive to govern
well. Not one government member enjoyed the
10 years in opposition. They saw their ideals
brushed aside, and their goals and hopes for the
country ignored.
My rural electorate provides a range of products,
but most of them are experiencing a downturn in
value. Most of my constituents are at the bottom of
the socioeconomic grouping. If people want to know
where the poverty is, it is in the country. If people
want to know where the real hardship is, it is in the
towns I represent. People who have left productive
areas in my electorate have been replaced by those
who have been shaken out of the city. The social
problems in small towns are severe and difficult to
handle. The population in my electorate today is
totally different from the population that was there
in 1983 when I was first elected.
The confidence level in my electorate is low. The
mining industry in the south-east of my electorate is
only now coming back into being after fighting the
conservation and green arguments for many years. I
hope now that we are starting to understand that
productive mining developments can be done well
and can get rid of the emotional garbage that has
created arguments over the past few years.
The wool industry has been decimated, a situation
that will continue for the next few years. Not one
wool producer in the area is achieving a satisfactory
return. The price of wool is lower than it has been
for many years and is considerably below the cost of
production. That situation has arisen because of the
strange marketing techniques that have been in
place for many years, but I will not debate that issue
today.
Grain is the major bulk commodity item produced
in the Swan Hill electorate. Prices gained on the sale
of commodities produced in the Mallee have been at
a low level for many years. Approximately 1 in
every 10 years is a boom year for grain growers.
Although last year's crop was magnificent
unfortunately most of the high quality grain was lost
due to abnormal seasonal conditions at harvest time.
Instead of having a top yield of high quality grain to
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market, producers have been left with feed. quality
grain and, therefore, a lower return - th~ missed
out on the big year they had been expecting.
Horticultural products from the irrigation areas of
the Murray, Goulbum and Loddon valleys provide
the potential for the development of food
production and processing industries to serve Asian
markets. The Murray and Loddon valleys make up
the Swan Hill electorate. Although the area has
marvellous potential the abnormaDy wet summer
conditions have caused considerable damage and
the area is now under attack by locusts that are
moving south from New South Wales.
Potatoes are grown in the Swan Hill area - people
can come to Swan Hill for potatoes rather than going
to Ballarat! Almond growing is also a developing
industry in the area. The food products needed for
the push into Asian markets will come from the
horticultural districts of the Murray Valley, the
highly productive areas of Gippsland and some
areas in western Victoria.
Thank heaven for the dairy industry! At the moment
the dairy industry is the big success story in primary
industry, and is the only industry in the Swan Hill
electorate that is really doing well. Top quality table
fruit is also produced throughout the Swan Hill
electorate. The industry is geared principally to the
domestic market but a small export market is
developing. I believe that once the issues of
marketing and transport are sorted out the
industries in the Swan Hill electorate will be able to
be developed to a greater extent.
The philosophy and policies of the Federal
opposition's Fightback package was to remove costs
from Australia's productive bases. If Australia's
products are to be marketed in Asia costs must drop
by around 30 per cent; they are approximately
30 per cent above the market level. Today imported
New Zealand products compete at an advantage
with Australian products.
Australia now has a government that will follow its
somewhat confusing One Nation policies. It must,
however, work with the Victorian government to
ensure that the cost of this State's industrial and
food products enables them to compete on overseas
markets. If Australia does not obtain overseas
markets for its products the country's national role
and economic situation will decline.
Country Victorians regard their reason for being as
to ensure the production of food and fibre products
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for world markets and to gain income for the nation
so that people in the cities will be able to obtain and
consume the imports they require. In the past most
of Australia's export income, which is necessary for
the development of infrastructure and society in
general, has been created in the rural sector. The
election of a Federal Labor government changed
that. It said, ''Let's not worry about earning our
income, about earning our keep; if we are short of
dollars we will just borrow them". Australia has
been doing that, as did the Victorian Labor
government during its 10 years in office.
The Victorian Labor government did not worry
about where its income was coming from - it just
borrowed! Under Labor governments the role of
country Australia and country Victoria was ignored
and replaced with borrowing. In recent years
government policy makers, financial institutions and
the business sector in general have not concentrated
on or understood that Australia must keep its
productive base going because they thought that
income could be replaced with borrowing. That
period is now over.
Although the Federal government still has some
ability to increase borrowings the Victorian
government does not and the State will have to start
working to pay its way. How it will do that will be a
great challenge. The challenge being faced by
democracies throughout the world is how to bring
people's expectations down to a level where it is
possible to balance income and expenditure.
Governments raise income through taxation. The
Victorian government has set out to achieve that
difficult balance between service provision,
expectations and ability to deliver.
The reform needed in Victoria can be achieved only
by a coalition government. The coalition in Victoria
is more important than it has been given credit for.
In meeting the challenges ahead the government
will be criticised by its political opponents, those in
the media and other commentators. People need to
understand that the cargo cult mentality of
expecting the government to hand out everything on
demand is over and that it is necessary to balance
the State's income with the services it provides.
I hope as the government implements its policies
and problems arise during this and the next
Parliamentary session it will become apparent to all
that the direction in which the government is
heading has meaning, is just and equitable and is
designed to ensure that Victoria will again be a top
State.
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Mr JOHN (Minister for Community Services) - I
am pleased to make a contribution to this debate
and record my congratulations to Mc Speaker on his
appointment to that distinguished office.
Mr Speaker has a distinguished career in public life,
especially in local government, and I am certain that,
following his past record, his term as Speaker of this
Chamber will be a distinguished one.
On behalf of both the previous government and the
current government I congratulate His Excellency
the Governor on his appointment and the excellent
work in which he and Mrs McGarvie have been
engaged.
I think back with fondness to my relationship with
His Excellency; when I was at law school His
Excellency was my lecturer in contract, and he
recalled that occasion at the time I was sworn in as a
Minister. During my legal career prior to coming to
this House His Excellency was a distinguished
Supreme Court judge. I had quite a lot to do with
him when I was a member of the council of the Law
Institute of Victoria and President of the Bendigo
Law Association.
I also thank my constituents of the electorate of
Bendigo East for returning me to this place; it is
indeed a great honour to represent them. I have
lived in Bendigo for 20-odd years and have brought
up my family there.
The Bendigo East electorate is in central Victoria,
and its diversity of housing and various activities
help to make it a microcosm of the State. The
electorate has some of Victoria's poorest people and
some of its wealthiest.
Bendigo, like many other cities and country towns,
has its problems. Its unemployment rate is far higher
than the national average of 11 per cent.
Unemployment in Bendigo East is of the order of
20 per cent, and the hidden unemployment rate is
even higher than that. On average one in two youths
is unemployed, which is devastating for young
people. The situation brings with it enormous social
problems in law and order and the desperation
young people feel when they do not have the
opportunities most people in this House had when
they were young.
Bendigo is very much a public sector city; it has
many more large public sector businesses than
private. The city has many large public sector
organisations such as the Bendigo and Northern
District Base Hospital, Bendigo College of TAPE, the
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railway workshops and the Ann Caudle Centre, is a
home and hospital for the aged which does a lot of
work in rehabilitation. These are all excellent
institutions and are all well staffed.
My ambition is to expand activity in the private
sector because the development and economic
activity in the City of Bendigo is vulnerable when
the major employers are public as distinct from
private. One light on the hill is the aluminium
rolling mill the government hopes will be
established at Maiden Gully. That would be a major
private sector employer. It is hoped the mill will
provide employment for many hundreds of people
during its construction and ongoing employment
when it is operational. The mill will contribute
Significantly to the economic development in
Bendigo.
Much infrastructure in Bendigo and the surrounding
area is underutilised. The government and the
community are faced with huge costs to establish
infrastructure in the Melbourne growth corridors of
Werribee and Cranbourne. My city already has an
infrastructure which provides a great lifestyle and
reduces the cost of establishing businesses and
housing for families.
It makes good sense for people to consider living in
and establishing their families in cities like Bendigo
and country centres such as Morwell and Ballarat
because the lifestyle is extremely good.
The fundamental issue is jobs. All the regional
policies in the world will not establish the kind of
regional development other country members and I
would like to see. That cannot be achieved without
good economic drawcards and employment.
I raise that issue because it is important. Honourable
members talk a lot about regional development, but
not enough of it occurs. I am a great supporter of the
development in country Victoria of genuine
businesses that can succeed and that will offer real
jobs so that families can be brought up in the
country and children can gain some advantage from
that.
One of the offices I hold is Minister responsible for
Aboriginal Affairs, and I place on record my
concerns and ambitions in that area. This year is the
United Nations International Year of Indigenous
Peoples, which will raise the profile of Aboriginal
matters in Australia and will allow the community
to reflect on the past and to focus on the future.
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The theme for the international year is Indigenous
Peoples, a New Partnership, which signifies a
positive and forward-looking approach. Over the
past decade the Commonwealth government, with
the full support of the coalition, has initiated a long
period of cooperation between the Aboriginal and
non-Aboriginal people of Australia.
Many issues and improvements have had total
bipartisan support. Some have been more
controversial and have not had bipartisan support,
but most of the positive improvements have had
bipartisan support.
In recent years there have been a number of
landmarks in Aboriginal affairs, and I shall list three
of them. The first, the establishment of the
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Commission,
was recognition that Aboriginal people need to
make their own funding decisions. The commission
has done excellent work with local Aboriginal
communities around Australia and has a record of
Significant achievements. ATSIC is widely
representative of Aboriginal people across Australia.
The second landmark was the Royal Commission
into Aboriginal Deaths in Custody. The famous
five-volume report was much more than simply a
report on deaths in custody; it also detailed issues of
law and order and other matters right across the
spectrum of community life: the history, the culture,
housing, employment matters, educational matters.
Thirdly, the High Court delivered a judgment in the
matter of Mabo v State of Queensland, which had
fundamental implications and ramifications for
Aboriginal land tenure in this country. The
ramifications of the case are being closely studied at
all levels of government and by all political parties
to see whether the principles of the judgment apply
to other lands, such as Crown lands, and whether
the ramifications will affect land differently in
different States. The Northern Territory and
Queensland would probably be more affected than
closely settled States such as Victoria.
The Mabo case raised the profile of Aborigines'
rights to land tenure. If it does nothing more than
recognise the fact that Aborigines were here first and
that white settlers came only recently to dispossess
them it will be of historic significance. Each of these
issues has made governments of all political colours
around Australia examine the basis on which they
relate to Aboriginal people.
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One of the first acts I performed as Minister
responsible for Aboriginal Affairs was to take to
Cabinet the National Commitment for improved
outcomes in the delivery of services for Aboriginal
people and Torres Strait Islanders. The document
was endorsed immediately by Cabinet. It received
unanimous support. The Premier signed the
National Commitment at the first meeting of the
Council of Australian Governments in December
1992. On signing the National Commitment, the
Victorian government pledged that it would work in
partnership with the Commonwealth government
and the Aboriginal community to improve
opportunities for Aboriginal people.
I shall outline the principles that underpin my
approach to improving opportunities for Aboriginal
people. Firstly, as citizens of Australia, Aboriginal
people must have the same rights, freedom and
responsibilities as others. When Aboriginal people
are disadvantaged they should receive specific
assistance to ensure genuine equality of opportunity,
not as a crutch, but simply so they may improve
their own destinies with the government facilitating
assistance. So far as practicable, the Aboriginal
community should manage its own affairs within a
framework of law and in that way
self-determination and self-reliance will be achieved
quickly with the support of the wider community.
Aborigines should have the same opportunities of
employment, housing, education, health,
community and welfare services as other
Australians.
When unemployment rates are 11 per cent
nationally and 20 per cent in Bendigo, it is a tragedy
that in a Shepparton Aboriginal community of
4500 people the unemployment rate is 95 per cent. It
is a sad indictment of our community. If one goes to
other large settlements of Aboriginal people one
finds that unemployment rates are much the same.
Aboriginal people have difficulties gaining public
housing. Education statistics show that Aboriginal
people achieve lower levels of education and only a
small proportion achieve university educations.
Aboriginal people have significant health problems
that are different from the wider community,
especially with illnesses of the middle ear. That
problem has been recognised for many years; it is a
problem even in the city area. When I visited the
Aboriginal health service in Fitzroy I was told that
Aboriginal children have a much higher proportion
of hearing problems than do other children. The
Royal Commission into Aboriginal Deaths in
Custody reported that Aboriginal people were over

357

represented in the prison system by 25 times. That
statistic was not a surprise; it is a known
phenomenon.
In 1993 the life expectancy of Aboriginal people is
20 years less than non-Aboriginal people. That is an
astonishing statistic in the International Year for
Indigenous Peoples. It is important that we take
action to address those problems and to assist
wherever we can. I want a true partnership with
Aboriginal people and the wider community, a
partnership characterised by openness, a spirit of
goodwill and cooperation on all sides. I hope we can
achieve the goals I have outlined with that spirit
rather than the confrontationist attitude that is
sometimes seen around the nation.
I have established an advisory committee, which
will meet and advise me regularly. Its members
include the three regional Victorian councils and the
Victorian commissioner of the Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander Commission, Mr Alf Bamblett. He
and his team will regularly communicate with me
on an informal basis when issues arise from time to
time as well as at the formal scheduled meetings.
Communication will not be restricted to the regular
two-monthly meetings.
During the past five months I have endeavoured to
visit almost all cooperatives and facilities in country
Victoria. I have spoken to their leaders and they
have visited me. By having strong links with the
leaders of the Aboriginal community we can achieve
our goals in a spirit of goodwill. My contact with the
community has provided me with solid evidence
that those agencies are able to work effectively and
to provide the services their people require. Some
agencies work to protect and enhance Aboriginal
culture and heritage by dealing with historic matters
and education and also by educating non-Aboriginal
people about that culture and history before white
settlement. Those agencies are building bridges with
the non-Aboriginal community so that a greater
understanding of the history of Aboriginal
Australians is obtained. We must move as quickly as
we can to ensure that agencies are controlling their
own affairs and making their own decisions for their
people. I regret that in the past the administration of
Aboriginal affairs has often been characterised by ad
hoc or piecemeal decision making on projects rather
than having long-term strategies. At times services
have been duplicated and ineffective.
The National Commitment signed by the Premier
last December provides a framework within which
the government can address these issues. The
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government is committed to developing a
meaningful partnership with ATSIC so it can
achieve these goals.
Victoria has been disadvantaged in the allocation of
funding for projects, particularly in the employment
and housing areas. The less populous States of
Queensland and Western Australia and the
Northern Territory receive more funding because
Aboriginal people are more numerous there than in
Victoria. Larger populations of Aborigines live in
towns such as Shepparton, Echuca, Swan Hill and
Mildura, but they are not as visible in Melbourne,
although many live here.
I shall be lobbying ATSIC and the Commonwealth
government to ensure that there is equity in funding.
For example, a small number of places have been
allocated to the Victorian Aboriginal community
under the Community Development Employment
Program (CDEP). Another example is that Victoria
has not received the funding it deserves for
employment initiatives; approximately 95 per cent
of Victorian Aborigines are unemployed. Victoria
has large concentrations of Aborigines along the
River Murray and in certain urban areas of
Melbourne. I want ATSIC and the Commonwealth
government to adopt a more regionalised approach
with a focus on individual needs. The
Commonwealth government does not give sufficient
attention to urban issues involving the Aboriginal
community. I hope that is addressed in the future.
One of my first acts as a Minister was to visit Lois
O'Donoghue, the chairperson of ATSIC, and by
coincidence I met her this morning at a conference
before Parliament commenced. I have maintained a
good friendship with her, which is a good starting
point for developing a relationship between ATSIC,
the Commonwealth government and the Victorian
government.
The coalition government is committed to providing
greater opportunities and outcomes for Aboriginal
people so they can be more self-reliant and move
away from their frustrating dependence on welfare
and government funding.
I want Aborigines to develop entrepreneurial skills
and receive better training so they can provide
opportunities for themselves. I will lend my support
to expanding their business enterprises and
facilitating the growth of new developments. I will
work with them in their aspirations. I am concerned
about their lack of employment opportunities in the
public and private sectors. I look forward to
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working with the Aboriginal community and
developing a positive approach to those issues. The
government is determined to achieve better
outcomes for Victorian Aborigines, but will do so
without a paternalistic approach.
Mrs TEHAN (Minister for Health) - As the
representative of the new seat of Seymour in central
Victoria, it gives me great pleasure to speak in the
Address-in-Reply to His Excellency the Governor of
Victoria, Richard McGarvie.
On 3 October last year the constituents of the
electorate of Seymour chose me out of three
candidates to represent them in the Victorian
Parliament and I feel privileged and proud that they
have shown this confidence in me.
Seymour is a new electorate and represents rural
communities and provincial towns in the central
part of Victoria. It spreads from Healesville in the
Yarra Valley through Yea, up the Hume Highway to
Kilmore and Broadford. Seymour is the
geographical centre, hence the name of the
electorate, and its boundaries stretch to Avenel and
north of Seymour.
My constituents are a microcosm of the rest of
Victoria and are involved in commerce, industry
and agriculture and live in provincial towns and in
rural Victoria.
Healesville is situated in the beautiful Yarra Valley.
Sir Rupert Hamer, when Premier, introduced
planning restrictions for the valley so it has been
preserved from the problems that come with
development and housing subdivisions. It is one of
the most beautiful places in the world. I gain great
joy when travelling from what was then my electoral
office in Kilsyth through Healesville and towns such
as Yea.
Mr Hamilton - Hamer should be congratulated.
Mrs TEHAN - Yes, I agree. It is important that
the Yarra Valley continues to be preserved. TI\e
Yarra River rises in its hills; it is an important wine
growing area and has considerable agricultural
potential. The small towns in my electorate
epitomise the towns that are dotted throughout
Victoria. They form their own communities and
have strength in community; many lessons can be
learnt from that.
It is a coincidence that in my maiden speech in the
other place almost six years ago I spoke about the
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strength of Victoria's small towns and how they
should be preserved, because that environment can
bring people together so that they are
interdependent on each other and gain strength
from that interdependence. It is easier to develop
that feeling of community and strength in small
towns than it is in the larger metropolitan areas.
The number of services that people voluntarily
contribute to assist each other in small country
towns such as Yea, Kilmore, Broadford, Avenel,
Seymour and Healesville is an example to the rest of
Victoria. However, the concerns I have about the
problems faced by these small communities fall into
three main areas.
Unemployment in those country towns and the
surrounding areas reflects the problem across the
whole of Victoria. Almost 300 000 Victorians are
currently out of work and unable to find work, and
that proportion is as apparent in country towns as
anywhere else. However, the problem is often
harder to solve in country towns because it is
difficult to see where employment opportunities will
come from.
The town of Seymour is a typical example. Back in
the early 19805 maybe as many as 20 small
industries were employing people. They may have
been small knitting mills or small retail, industrial or
commercial outlets but they have since closed.
During the campaign in September 1992 a small die
works in Seymour employing about 40 people was
making a valuable contribution to the internal
revenue of this country as well as having export
possibilities. At that time it was working a three-day
week in an attempt to maintain business but shortly
thereafter it could no longer afford to operate in that
town and it moved offshore. The closure of that
successful enterprise had a consequent reduction of
employment opportunity in that town.
That example is indicative of a wide range of
problems in our employment opportunities, our
operation of small business and our ability to attract
and maintain a growth industry in this State. It is
one of the major areas of concern of the Kennett
government and one that we sought to address
through changes to our industrial relations, but we
are having considerable difficulty finding solutions
to it.
We have the capability in our education system and
our skilled work force to compete in the
international market but we cannot do it if we are
controlled by work practices and centralised
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industrial arrangements that effectively make
industries uncompetitive and lead eventually to
their demise, as I have already stated in the example
of the die works in Seymour.
That is one of the reasons why it is imperative that
the step taken by this government in its first month
or so in office to provide more flexible working
arrangements, based on contracts between
employers and employees, be maintained. If the
workers and employers at the die works in Seymour
had had the opportunity of negotiating work
conditions and practices that would have
maintained the standards required by the employers
and the jobs required by the employees, the result
may have been more satisfactory for everyone.
The SPC company in the Goulburn Valley, a little
north of my electorate, is a classic example of
workers and bosses coming together and
maintaining an industry that would otherwise have
folded. We have seen the consequences of that.
Through an appropriate flexible arrangement those
workers are now benefiting from the growth of that
enterprise. It is that sort of example that should be
manifest across the whole of Victoria. It is that sort
of proposal that this government was looking for
when it dramatically amended the employee
relations legislation. It is that opportunity and
possibility for flexible but better work practices that
is at risk now if we continue to have a Federal
government that is bound more by what union
power wants than what industry and people want.
The electorate of Seymour is an area that relies
substantially on an agricultural base represented by
a broad range of productivity from wine growing to
cattle grazing, cattle fattening, sheep, a small
amount of wheat growing and certainly some small
seed crop growing. Again unfortunately in 1993 we
cannot present a rosy picture for the return on
agricultural output for those central Victorian
farmers. They are willing and skilled to provide
agricultural resources to a high standard but again
we are to a large degree dependent on the dictates of
a larger market arrangement and are not able to
position ourselves where a fair return may be made
for our productivity be it in the wine, wheat, wool or
cattle industry. We have seen a marked decline in
wool and cattle prices over the past few years. Farm
families in central Victoria are struggling to
maintain their viability and their way of life. That
diminishes the strength of the rural sector upon
which Victoria has traditionally relied economically,
and it also weakens the stability of community life to
which I referred earlier.

GOVERNOR'S SPEECH

360

ASSEMBLY

I am delighted to represent the new seat of Seymour.
It was previously represented by Mr Max

McDonald, the former member for Whittlesea, who
was highly regarded in the area that he represented.
He was a gentleman at all times and I miss him in
Parliament because he was always courteous, and
we had a good working arrangement when we met
in the electorate. The northern part of the electorate
of Seymour was formerly represented by the
honourable member for Benalla, the Deputy
Premier, and similarly in those days I had a good
working arrangement with him. He was highly
regarded for his representation of the northern part
of the new electorate. I am following in two sets of
footsteps that have left deep imprints and a high
calibre of representation. I hope I can live up to the
standards those two men set in looking after the
interests of the electorate.
On a wider note, on coming into government we
found that the general economic situation in Victoria
was worrying in the extreme, and the priority of the
government was to improve that situation for two
reasons: firstly, because no responsible government
could look to producing a program for the next four
years without giving serious consideration to the
financial basis on which it was placed; secondly,
because during the election campaign it was obvious
that the people of Victoria were extremely worried
about the financial situation of this State. They had
seen the problems of a series of deficit Budgets, bad
economic decisions with the VEOC and the
Victorian Investment Corporation, the Pyramid and
State Bank collapses and a State debt that had
reached the $62 billion mark. The objective finding
of an audit undertaken by the previous government
was that it was an unsustainable level of debt, and I
have no doubt that the historically large mandate
that the people of Victoria gave this government was
on the basis that we would address that financial
situation.
The government has taken its responsibility
seriously. In October last year the government
introduced a Budget to reduce the cost of servicing
the debt. Currently 2S per cent of every dollar raised
from State taxes, charges, levies and fines goes to
servicing the State debt, not to reducing it. That is
the second largest appropriation item. That money
could go towards providing much needed services
to the people of Victoria. All it is being used for is to
service the State debt - a road to nowhere.
The government inherited a deficit Budget and will
add about $3 billion to the $62 billion of State debt to
which I referred. Such a deficit was not acceptable
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and the government sought to reduce it. It did so
reluctantly by increasing revenue through the State
deficit levy and other charges and by reducing
public expenditure. The government was able to
reduce that deficit by about $1.2 billion this financial
year, but it is still running at a deficit of about
$1.5 billion.
During the course of its term in office the
government wants to position itself to introduce a
balanced Budget. The people of Victoria demand
that; they know we cannot continue to spend what
we do not have; they know we cannot continue to
borrow moneys that we cannot afford to service; and
they know that if there is to be any hope for the next
generation the government must address the
downward spiral.
If Victoria were a country in its own right the
International Monetary Fund would have placed
stringent conditions on lending to the State. We are
part of a national system and thereby protected to
some degree, but we are certainly not protected
from the downgrading by Moody's Investors Service
which took place immediately after the change of
government on 3 October last year. That occurred as
a consequence of the financial position that had been
imposed upon us. Victoria is not beyond the risk of a
further downgrading by other rating agencies unless
the government meets its commitment to address
the debt and the deficit problem. It will not be easy;
it will be a difficult time for all Victorians, who must
understand that the long-term effect is one that will
put Victoria into a sound position. If the problem is
not addressed Victoria will be on the road to
nowhere.

I have no doubt that the people of Victoria will
acknowledge and accept the hard decisions being
taken by the government and will applaud it for
taking those hard decisions.
Mr Speaker, I take this opportunity of
congratulating you on your appointment as Speaker.
This is the first opportunity I have had to
congratulate and commend you on the skill and wit
that you bring to the position. It is not an easy one,
and I have seen some difficult situations from which
you have had to extricate the House, and I commend
you on the way you have done that.
I pay tribute to the Premier for his confidence in
selecting and appointing me to be in charge of the
health services area in this State. It is a large
responsibility and one I take seriously. I will do my
best to provide the best and most appropriate health
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service for Victorians. Victoria is blessed in having a
good network of public and private hospitals,
community health centres and skilled deliverers of
health services in our medical, nursing and allied
health professionals. There is an increasing demand
for health services and an increasing requirement for
the latest advances in modem medical technology
and skill. Victoria also has an ageing population.
There is a continuing demand for health services but
a recognition that money does not necessarily follow
that demand at either Federal or State level. We have
to become smarter and better able to organise,
rationalise and deliver those health services within a
confined Budget system.
That became apparent when, shortly after having
taken over the responsibility for the portfolio, I was
negotiating with the Commonwealth government
for its share of funding for the public health system
in Victoria. It is dependent on three areas of revenue:
a component from the Federal government, a
component from the State government and a
component from the private health insurance area.
When I sought to renegotiate the third Medicare
agreement, which will establish the basic financial
provisions for the next five years of health funding
in Victoria, I realised that the Commonwealth
government would provide a declining proportion
of the funding required for our hospital system. In
1984-85 when the first of the current Medicare
agreements was negotiated, the Commonwealth
government provided about 50 per cent of public
hospital funding. That proportion has declined to 40
per cent, and the additional 10 per cent has had to be
taken up by the State government. In 1984 about 75
per cent of Victorians and families had private
health insurance and were able to have their health
requirements met by an input from private health
funds. The private health funds were in a much
stronger financial position and were more viable
because they had a large pool of insured persons to
proVide, through their premiums, the required level
of input to the hospital system. That made a
substantial difference to general hospital funding in
Victoria.
A third of the beds in the Victorian hospital system
are in the private sector. That was sustained because
the high proportion of Victorians had private health
insurance. Since 1984 that proportion has declined
markedly to about 40 per cent. Unfortunately it is
the fitter and younger people who have gone out of
private health insurance. They have said, 'We are
paying a compulsory Medicare levy of 1.25 per cent
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on each income, in some cases 3 per cent with dual
incomes, so why should we have to pay private
health insurance?" They were also told that they
would have free access to the public hospital system
and obtain free hospital care. They said, 'Why do I
need private health insurance when that is the
promise of Medicare?"
For those reasons and because of the recession the
Prime Minister said we had to have, which is still
having an impact on the Victorian population, more
than 25 per cent of Victorian families and
individuals have dropped their private health
insurance. That stream of income into the hospital
system has declined markedly. The government is
concerned about the ongoing funding of the private
and public hospital system in Victoria.
Over those eight years private hospitals, including
bush nursing hospitals in country Victoria, have
seen a decline in the number of people able to use
their services because of people having dropped
their private health insurance. Such hospitals have
held on, especially during the past three years, in the
hope that either the Federal or State government
would see the problem being created and address it.
It became apparent during the last election

campaign that the Federal Minister for Health,
Housing and Community Affairs, Mr Howe, would
'not be giving assistance to people with private
health insurance or encouraging them to take out
private health insurance. The private hospital
system, including the bush nursing hospital system,
is now examining critically how long it can continue
to provide services without support from those who,
for the reasons I have outlined, are not taking up
private health insurance.
In tenns of revenue for the public hospital system
and additional costs to it, the situation is serious.

The situation is also grim for the private hospital
system, which provides one-third of hospital beds in
the State. I am extremely worried. Now the politics
are out of the way, I hope we can address some of
the problems in the financing and structure of health
services as between the Commonwealth and the
State.
The first opportunity for that will be at a summit
that has been called by the New South Wales
Minister for Health. At this stage the meeting, to
which all State health Ministers and the Federal
Minister have been invited, is set down for
Wednesday and Thursday of next week. Ministers
will be suggesting. ''Now that the Federal election is
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out of the way, now that we can remove the
problems from the political situation, let us see
whether we can find some better basis for health
financing of the ever-increasing demand for health
services" - I have already explained this
ever-increasing demand to the House - "and let us
see whether we can resolve some of the structural
problems of responsibility for various areas as
between the Commonwealth and the State".
During the rest of this year we have an opportunity
to address some of the problems that have arisen
over the past 10 years as to how best to deliver
health services for the State and for the country. That
will be done on an objective basis - quietly, calmly
and, I hope, without too much politics intruding but
with an agreed end of providing the optimum
service. If we can do that, the health Ministers at the
Federal and State levels will have made some
contribution to the ongoing health situation in
Australia.
On a local level, I look forward to being able to tell

the House within the next few weeks of a move to
implement the cancer and heart disease offensive
that was one of the key elements of the coalition
health policy. Too many Victorians and too many
Australians are dying prematurely from cancer and
heart disease. Cancer is the major killer of women
between the ages of 40 and 64. I come within that
category, and I feel a little young to die. I know too
many women of that age who are dying from breast
cancer, cervical cancer and lung cancer.
Dr CoghiU - Two women members of the
House have died from cancer.
Mrs TEHAN - I thank the honourable member
for that reminder. Indeed, two women members of
the House died from cancer while in office: Pauline
Toner, the first woman Minister in the Parliament;
and Beth Gleeson, with whom I served on the
Estimates Committee at one time. Both died from
cancer while members of Parliament.
Heart disease similarly afflicts both men and women
prematurely - before they reach three score years
and ten, if we take that as an early cut-off point.
Those diseases strike people down regardless of
their socioeconomic circumstances, lifestyle or
anything else. If combined resources are applied to
this problem, we should be able to address it.
I have set targets for the next 10 years to try to
reduce what, under the current arrangements, will
be a quite marked incidence of premature deaths
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arising from those two diseases alone. I look forward
to the appoinbnent of a Ministerial Council to bring
together all the necessary skills, commibnents and
services so that targets can be set and those two
diseases that have such an impact on life and
people's way of life in this State can be addressed.
The government has three and a half years left in
office. There is a lot to do. I look forward to being
able to address some of the problems in Seymour
that have been outlined. I thank the House for the
opportunity to speak on the Address-in-Reply
debate.
Mr STOCKDALE (Treasurer) - Like the
Minister for Health, I appreciate the opportunity to
take part in the debate on the Address-in-Reply. On
behalf of the constituents of Brighton, I express our
loyalty to and support for His Excellency the
Governor and Mrs McGarvie. In common with other
speakers, particularly since coming into
government, I have had the opportunity of working
with His Excellency and Mrs McGarvie and of
enjoying their company on more relaxed occasions.
Like their predecessors, they bring great dignity but
also great warmth to that office. I am sure I speak for
all Brighton constituents in wishing them well for
the remainder of their term.
I have not had the opportunity in general debate to
express my appreciation to the electors of Brighton
for again bestowing on me the honour of
representing them in Parliament. I am sure all
members take that responsibility seriously. I
certainly assure the electors of Brighton that the trust
they have placed in me will be returned in effective
representation in the House and generally.
This debate gives us an opportunity, if not an
obligation, to reflect upon the very important
challenges that face our State and nation. No
Victorian needs to be told that these are extremely
difficult times. In common with the rest of the
world, particularly the developed countries,
Australia is facing very serious economic times.
Those economic threats are having social and other
consequences that are damaging the interests of
people right around the world, perhaps most acutely
in Victoria and Australia where we have been much
more deeply hurt by the current recession.
I want to address three key issues that are all, as is so
often the case, interconnected. The first is the
Victorian budgetary position and its implications for
the people of Victoria. The second is our balance of
payments problem and the general condition of the
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national economy. The third is the recognition of the
need for change in Australia, but particularly the
need for Australia and Victoria to accelerate
markedly the pace of change, something that is not
often recognised.
The real debate in Australia is decreasingly about
the direction of change as the sorts of policies for
which the Uberal Party has so long stood are
gaining wider support in the general direction of
policy. I do not think there is sufficient appreciation
of the fact that we are in a relative race, not just a
situation which demands change in absolute terms;
we must recognise the need to accelerate the pace of
change. But my primary responsibility revolves
around Victoria's Budget.
I put it to the House, however, that it is not simply a
government issue; it is not simply a Victorian issue.
The position we inherited from the previous
government and the disastrous decline of Victoria's
economy and public finances are issues of national
importance. Victoria is an extremely important State
in Australia. I guess that every State thinks it is
important, but on any measure Victoria is
Significant. It is the second largest State in
population. It has long been one of Australia's two
main financial centres. It is the national centre of
manufacturing industry.
Australia's standing in the international marketplace
and particularly in international capital markets will
be severely impacted upon by developments in
Victoria. The symptoms of the current position,
unfortunately, are there for everyone to see. When
the coalition parties came to government, the
forward estimates showed a very large current
account deficit that was projected to grow rapidly.
There is near universal recognition, even within the
Labor Party, that the State's debt is too high.
Everyone increasingly understands that the size of
the debt must be examined. That applies not only to
the level of traditional borrowings but also to the
level of the many other liabilities, including
unfunded liabilities, which governments have
accumulated over the decades but which simply
grew out of control under Labor in the decade from
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unfortunately disclose liabilities even in excess of
that amount.
As I said, on the basis of the figures made publicly
available by the previous government the level of
total unfunded liabilities is $61.5 billion, which
represents a second mortgage for every Victorian
household of approximately $55 000. Although not
all of those liabilities attract interest, many of them
do. It is increasingly recognised that one of the costs
of the size of the debt is a massive and rapidly rising
interest burden.
One of the symptoms of the problem is that the cost
of interest as a proportion of the Budget sector has
been increasing at two to three times the rate of the
increase in costs generally. Even that disguises the
truth, because if interest payments were taken out
from total outlays that ratio would be even higher.
That interest burden exists because under Labor
State debt rose uncontrollably, liabilities increased
dramatically and Victoria suffered a series of
catastrophic losses, most of which have been
financed by borrOWings. The State has been left with
a huge debt, and it no longer has the assets
necessary to generate the capacity to repay it.
Another reason for the State's mounting debt and
rapidly growing interest burden is that under the
previous Labor government Victoria was Simply
'spending too much.
The extent of the over-expenditure was disguised by
a number of factors. The previous government
engaged in a deferral of interest costs on a scale few
Victorians could comprehend. ApprOximately
$1 billion was accumulated as a result of the deferral
of those payments. The Labor government also
moved a large amount of expenditure off Budget to
make figures look much better than they were.
In addition, the government left unfunded a number
of important financial commitments. It exaggerated
its revenue projections - not only in terms of its
taxation base but even to the extent of
overestimating revenue from public transport fares.
The bureaucracy was arbitrarily required to increase
revenue estimates to make the Budget look better.

1982.

To the extent that the then coalition opposition was
able to document them, the State's unfunded
liabilities are in excess of $61.5 billion. I expect that
the Victorian Commission of Audit, which will
report within a month or so, will come up with a
more up-to-date and comprehensive figure that will

As a result the incoming coalition government had
to deal with those financial black holes because the
State's financial position was not accurately reflected
in the State's accounts. That current account deficit
would be even further extended were the
government to maintain, even to the most prudent
level possible, the States' existing assets.
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Unfortunately one of the legacies inherited by the
coalition government was the inadequate provision
made by the Labor government for the maintenance
of the State's assets. Because of the severity of the
Budget position, the government has not been able
to move immediately to address the situation. It also
has to deal with the problems caused by the fact that
the former Labor government provided not $1 of
State funds for new capital investment during the
period covered by the forward estimates. Not only is
the government not in the position to maintain the
State's existing assets, but the previous government
did not establish a program for asset replacement.
The Budget position it has inherited is so severe that
the government has been unable to make even
minimal provision for an asset replacement program
in the near future. Were the government to do so,
the impact of the additional borrOWings and the
associated interest costs would only aggravate the
current account deficit.
Under Labor the State was committed to a level of
expenditure so excessive that funding the current
account deficit has required additional borrowings.
If the government were to fully fund all of the
obligations of the State on that completely
comprehensive and transparent basis, the current
account deficit would probably be somewhere in the
vicinity of $3 billion - of what would then be a total
current account of $13 billion to $14 billion. In that
situation, approximately one quarter of our
expenditure would not be funded by revenue. The
State would then be living beyond its means as to
the 25 per cent of the amount the government might
otherwise spend.
The structure of the Budget imposes severe
limitations on the ability of the government to
address those problems. Approximately 50 per cent
of the State's costs are wages, and approximately 70
per cent of the costs are labor related, although they
vary proportionately depending on the number of
government employees in the public sector.
Unfortunately, one of the effects of addressing the
problems left to us by the previous Labor
government has involved a reduction in the size of
public sector employment.
Interest payments are a very large and rapidly
growing proportion of outlays, as are compensation
payments. The costs of the Labor Party's failures and
the losses resulting from the collapse of institutions
are bearing down on the State Budget. The chickens
of the loss of State Bank Victoria, the collapse of the
Pyramid Building Society and the losses of the
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Victorian Economic Development Corporation, the
Victorian Investment Corporation and the
government's industry loans scheme, as well as a
host of other failures, are now coming home to roost.
In this year alone, the State is paying out subsidies in
excess of $120 million to cover the shortfalls
associated with the losses of Tricontinental
Corporation Ltd. All of those factors have left the
State with an untenable Budget structure. Despite
that massive expenditure, all Victorians are aware of
the lack of evidence to suggest that throwing money
at problems for 10 years has solved the State's social
problems, removed inequities or even increased the
quantity or quality of services. Victorians are
painfully aware that under the Labor government
they were forced to pay more in taxes and charges
while receiving fewer services. Under Labor,
government grew fat and lazy while the living
standards of Victorians fell dramatically. That was
particularly so for the workers, the poor and the
disadvantaged, all of whose interests the Labor
Party has traditionally claimed to represent.
State revenue was systematically and deliberately
overestimated by the Labor government. In addition
Victoria has been caught in a squeeze between a
long-running decline in the size of Commonwealth
grants and the increased propensity of the
Commonwealth government to take control of
Victorian expenditure by placing an increased
proportion of its funding in the category of tied
grants. As a result, the Commonwealth government
has dictated policy, not the State.
The government's problems have also been
aggravated by a horizontal fiscal imbalance, which
is a technical term that means that Victoria
subsidises the other States, a matter all Victorians
and the rest of Australia must be made more aware
of. If population size were used as the basis of a
formula for sharing revenue, Victoria would receive
an additional $800 million a year in Commonwealth
funding - in other words, we subside the other
States to the tune of $800 million a year based on
population sizes.
Or Coghill interjected.
Mr STOCKOALE - If the contributions the
States make to Commonwealth revenue were used
as the basis for measuring Victoria's share, based on
current allocations Victoria subsidises the other
States by approximately $1000 million a year; in
other words, each year somewhere between $800
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million and $1000 million is being taken from
Victoria and given to the other States.
As I said, the third component of the Labor
government's failures is the starvation of public
investment, as a result of which we are not able to
either properly maintain our assets or replace public
infrastructure. Few Victorians appreciate the extent
to which in the years from 1982 to 1992 the Labor
government went on a spending binge without
increasing the level of services or improving their
quality.
The independent review of Victoria's public sector
finances, which was commissioned by the previous
government, concluded that in each of the past five
years Victoria's total Budget expenditure ratio
exceeded that of New South Wales by up to 10 per
cent and that of Queensland by up to 30 per cent.
The inquiry also considered the Commonwealth
Grants Commission data, which seeks to
accommodate State service delivery cost with a
standardised norm for all Australian States. In
delivering a common basket of services on a ratio of
100, Victoria's spending per capita on education for
the period 1986-87 to 1990-91 exceeded the
standardised form by between 8 and 14 per cent. In
health services Victoria's expenditure exceeded the
norm by 11 to 13 per cent, in police by 5 to 9 per
cent, and in a wide range of other areas by similar
margins.
Our total expenditure over those years exceeded the
norm for Australia by 10 to 12 per cent. The
Victorian Labor government spent more per capita
in almost every area of service delivery than any
other Australian State. It exceeded Queensland
expenditure by up to 30 per cent and routinely
exceeded New South Wales expenditure by 10 per
cent.

I defy any opposition member to go out into the
streets and find an honest member of the Victorian
community who can point to any evidence that
Victorian services are superior to those of other
States. The benefit of that expenditure has not gone
to people involved in service delivery. It has been
squandered in wasteful and inefficient service
delivery by poor work practices and has been ripped
off by friends of the Labor Party in the union
movement.
Victoria cannot sustain this level of excessive
spending. There are numerous consequences of
running a current account deficit of this kind or of
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having expenditure so far above the level of the
other States with which we most readily compete, let
alone with other countries with which we must
compete on international markets. The current
account deficit leads to excessive debt and rapidly
rising interest costs. Those interest costs
demonstrably force up taxes and charges, and high
taxes and charges and other symptoms of lack of
confidence drive jobs and investment out of Victoria.
One does not need to know the lessons of history to
confirm that, because it is currently happening in
Victoria as a consequence of the Labor years.
Victoria has the highest net migration of all States. It
is not, as the Labor Party often suggests, only the
retirees who are moving to Queensland. An analysis
of the figures over the past decade reveals that
under Labor mainly working age families with
children were leaving the State. They were fleeing
Victoria because of the failure of the government to
manage the State and the collapse of the economy it
brought about.
The government is not in a position to make the
level of investment in public infrastructure required
to allow Victoria to remain competitive with other
States, let alone with other countries. The Labor
government has made Victoria an impoverished
society. It will take many years to recover. We
cannot even compete with the rest of Australia. We
"cannot compete with countries like New Zealand, a
country much like Australia but which has grasped
the nettle, made the changes and is now attracting
investment. Indeed, there may be disinvestment in
Victoria as a result of multinational companies
moving their plants, investments and jobs to New
Zealand or the other States rather than Victoria.
The social consequences of Labor's impoverished
society are critical. We cannot, as an impoverished
society, properly provide for our poor and
disadvantaged, so the victims of Labor are hit the
hardest and longest - the people the Labor Party
classically claims to stand for. The least skilled will
lose their jobs and remain unemployed the longest;
the poor and the disadvantaged are the ones who
need the support of the rest of the community, but
they cannot get it because the capacity of the
government and the community to support them
has been all but destroyed by the failure of the Labor
Party to properly manage the State.
We cannot provide for the mentally ill, who are
utterly dependent on the rest of the community to
support them. They have been deprived and robbed
of their dignity. Even now, under a coalition
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government that does care and is committed to do
something about their plight, they are deprived of
human dignity because we are an impoverished
society that cannot properly provide for them. The
government is cutting back in areas where it is
painful to do so because it deprives people of the
support they so richly deserve.
For those reasons the government has no choice but
to address the problems. If the government did as
Labor did, particularly in the Kirner years when
Labor pretended that the problems did not exist and
resiled from the need to address them, our plight
would not only get worse but the rate of
deterioration would accelerate. The government has
had to address the problems, and I believe at the
State level the people are indicating that they not
only recognise the problems but also appreciate and
are prepared to support a government that will act
decisively to address them.
Our challenges are much wider. They do not all
depend on the Victorian budgetary position. We face
a serious balance of payments problem. In many
ways the world is sending Australia signals to tell us
that we are not competitive and that we are falling
behind rather than catching up. Australia is a large
continent with a small population. Despite a decade
of Labor catastrophes we are still a country with a
relatively high living standard. Just to maintain that
living standard demands that Australia must be a
major trading nation; we must trade in proportion to
our size as a community. We must address our trade
imbalance and our competitive position in the world
if we are to maintain our living standard. We must
grasp the opportunities opening up in our region of
the world to enable us, in time, to start rebuilding
that living standard.
The world is becoming increasingly competitive. It is
trite to say that because everyone knows it is true;
even the Labor Party acknowledges it. There are
huge opportunities opening up for value-added
markets, especially in the Asia-Pacific region, which
is expected to have the fastest growth over the next
20 to 30 years.
Australia is in a race with countries that are not
bedevilled with the same problems it faces. They are
not bedevilled by an industrial relations system and
an accord process that together give the militant
union movement power of veto over national policy.
Those countries are out there improving their
productivity in leaps and bounds and they are doing
it in the context of low inflation, political stability,
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economic stability and growth rates that are up
around 7 to 15 per cent.
The rest of the world is not a spectator sitting in the
stands, waiting to see how fast Australia runs. The
rest of the world is down there on the track and is
beating the living daylights out of us. When the
euphoria of an unexpected Federal election victory
subsides, that is an issue the Prime Minister will
have to address. No longer is the argument about
change. The challenge facing Australia concerns the
pace of change, because even as we make slow
progress our position is declining because our
competitors around the world are changing more
rapidly.
The government is foursquare opposed to the theory
often attributed to it by its political opponents. The
former Prime Minister, Bob Hawke, argued that his
greatest achievement as Leader of this country was
to produce a sustained reduction in real wages in
Australia. It is true that the accord delivered a
sustained reduction in real wages, but that is not a
message that galvanised the Australian community
into embracing the reform process. Australia does
not have a future as a low wage country. We cannot
build a competitive position on having low wages.
Australia must address the need for greater
productivity growth and reduce the cost overruns it
faces in areas that do not directly benefit our
workers. We are inevitably a high wage country,
because our standard of living is extremely high
compared with other countries. Australia needs to
keep it that way. The government does not intend to
continue the depression of living standards of the
Australian people that marked the Labor years. It
wants a competitive and outward looking approach
and is committed to finding markets. It wants
Victoria to become a reliable supplier to the rest of
the world, and its policies are directed at that.
However, the real issue is the pace of change. At the
core of the challenges facing the government is the
challenge of industrial relations change.
When it came to office, the government embarked
on a course that was not simply about changing the
laws but about changing the productive culture of
the Australian community, not only for workers but
also for management. For the past 90 years the
greatest failure of the industrial relations system has
been that it has deluded Australians into believing
that a third party can change industrial relationships
and that decisions that will somehow miraculously
suit everyone can be made in the Industrial
Relations Commission in Canberra.
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This country should have a system that is similar to
the system that exists everywhere else in the world;
a system that puts the emphasis on enterprise and
puts power and influence in the hands of the people
who have invested their lives in the success of the
businesses in which they work. It does not matter
whether they own capital or whether they are
managers or workers: their family security depends
on the success of the businesses in which they work.
They should have the appropriate power and be best
informed how to use that power to regulate
industrial relationships.
The Industrial Relations Commission makes
decisions designed to influence the myriad
workplace situations in Australia. All that can be
hoped for at best is that it will achieve something
which, on the lowest common denominator, suits
everyone more or less. Think about the denial of
motivation that comes from the belief that this is all
beyond the power of those who work together and
that the decision will be made by Bill Kelty or the
arbitration system. A fundamental shift in attitude is
required in Australia, with the lowest level of
rhetoric by the Labor Party and the union
movement. But that is not being delivered.
Australia is falling behind the rest of the world and,
despite the rhetoric of Senator Cook, Mr Keating and
Mr Dawkins, Australia's industrial relations system
is still unique in the world. Australians have nothing
to fear from a system that is commonplace -one
that has been the near universal system of the
developed world since the Industrial Revolution.
Australia is falling behind because it has not
embraced that change.
The Australian cost structure must be changed while
still maintaining a high standard of living and a high
wage structure. The government has embarked on
reforming the workers compensation system to
reduce costs. It has embarked on a review of
regulations to ensure that industry is not burdened
with unnecessary red tape and standards that do not
apply to its competitors. The government is also
moving to recapture the benefit of abundant
supplies of low-cost energy. It is introducing
low-cost private sector competition in key industries
in transport and the ports.
The government is also reforming industrial
relations to motivate people, to increase productivity
and to increase the pace of gain in productivity.
Today the Minister for Roads and Ports will
announce the introduction of competitive measures
to improve the performance of the ports and to
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break the bottlenecks on the wharves. That will
enable Victorian industries to supply the rest of the
world regularly.
The process of change is under way and it is critical
that the new Federal government recognises, as
Victorians have recognised, the need to change the
pace of adjustment and to accelerate the pace of
change in Australia. Enormous opportunities are
opening up for Australia in this region of the world.
If these reforms are implemented and if Victorians
realise the need not only to embrace change but also
to accelerate the pace of change, in the years ahead
that change will be recognised.
This is Victoria's last significant chance to get back
on the train of countries climbing up the world scale
of living standards to stop the pain and restore
self-respect and living standards in Australia. That
underpins the reform agenda on which this
government has already embarked.
Mr W. D. McGRATH (Minister for
Agriculture) - It is pleasing to respond to the
speech of the Governor to the Parliament in October
last year when the coalition government came to
power. The Victorian people were greatly excited
when they cast their preference for government at
the October poll, which gave the coalition an
incredibly large win.
That major win created many expectations in the
community, and they were optimistic that the new
government would be able to deliver its policies.
That is exactly what happened in the three very
hectic weeks of the spring sessional period, when
Parliament worked hard to put in place reform in
Victoria.
As I have travelled through my electorate and other
parts of Victoria, people have expressed their hopes
that the Premier will continue to hold the line.
Victorians want leadership from the Premier, from
his Ministers who support him in the Cabinet and
from coalition backbench members. The Premier
must drive a very tough economic agenda to return
economic stability to the State.
The government faced an impossible situation when
it discovered that the deficit in the Current Account
was almost $3 billion. It will take time to achieve
economic stability while not holding back the State.
Victorians will experience some pain, but the
majority of people understand the need for that. I
hope they continue to support the government in its
endeavours.

