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Fitzroy; and by Mr. L. L. Bmi'h, from the inha.bitants of Kew, for the same object.
RAILWAY CONTRACTS.
Mr. SINCLAIR gave notice that. on Thursday next, he would move t.hat coutracts for a.ll
work above £200 in the Ra.ilway Depa;.-tment be
advertised for.
DENOMINATIONAL SCHOOL TEACHERS.
Mr. ST~PHEN wished, without notict', to ask
the Chief Secretary if there was any objection to
pay the teacbers of the Denominational Schools
montbly, mstead of quarterly, as at present?
Mr. HEALES said this subject was brought
under his attention a month since, and he had
at that time placed himself in communication
with the board. He himself saw no objection to
making the alteration, but he hoped in a few days
to be able to rotate the answer of the board.
(Hear.)
FISHERMEN'S LICENCES.
Mr. BROOKE laid on the ta.ble certain information promised to the hone member for South
Bourke, with regard to the issue of licences for
fi:.hermen.
COUNTY COURT BAILIFFS.
Mr. STEPLlEN gave notice that, on the following day, he would ask the Treasurer whether
it was the intention of the Government to make
good to the bailiffs of the County Court the sum
of 1'96, received on tht'ir account. by the late
-clerk, and not accounted for?
LEAVE OF ABSENCE.
Mr. NICHOLSON said he was in rt'ct'ipt of a
letter from the hone member for West Melbourne (Mr. Caldwell), in which tbat bono gentleman stated he was at present suffering from
illness, and requested two months' leave of
.absence. Under these circumstances, he hoped
the House would allow him to move, without
notice, that the leave be granted. (Hear, hear.)
The SPEAKER put the question, and leave was
granted accordingly.
UPPER PLENTY-ROAD.

Mr. BENNETT gave notice that, on Thursday
next, he would move that the House re!lolve
itself into a committee of the whole, for the pur·
pose of considering the propriety of requesting
His Excellency to ca.use a sum of £2,000 to be
pla.ced on the Supplemer:tary Estimates for 1861,
for the construction of the Upper Plenty-road,
Ilear Middleton.
EXPENSES OF SELECT COMMITTEES.
Mr. FRAZER gave notice that, on Thursday
the 28th inl;t., he would move for a return show
incot' the expense of the different select committee
<)f that House during the last seshion.
JOINT LIBRARY COMMITTEE.
Mr. LOCK hroul!ht up the first report of the
Joint LIbrary Committee.
Ordered to lie on the table.
THE EASTER RECESS.
:Mr. HEALES gave notice that, on Thursda.y,
the 28th inst., he would. move that the House at
its rising on that day, do adjourn to Tllesday, the
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9th of April, for the Easter recellll. (Hear,
hear.)
CROWN LANDS AT QUEENSCLIFF.
:\Ir. LALOR gave notice that, on the following
day, he would &l>k the President of Land aDd
Works whether he would lay on the table of the
Houlje a copy of a report as to the advisability of
selling Crown lands near the lighthous~ at
Queenscliff?
THE WANGARATTA ROAD.
Mr. REID asked the President of Land and
Works on what portion of the road between Wangaratta and Chiltern the sum of '£1,600, voted
last session, was expended?
Mr. BROO liE said he ha.d directed the information desired to be furnil!hed; and when in
pOllsession of it, he would lay It on the table.
(Hear.)
THE CO RIO ROAD BOARD.
l\Ir. LALOR gave notice that, on the following
day, he would a!:lk why the Corio Road Board
had not been proclaimed?
MR. WARDEN ALLY.
l\Ir. PYKE asked the hone the Commissioner
of Mines, whether it was t.he intention of the
Government to place any sum on the Supplementary Estimates for payment of salary due to
Mr. Warden Ally, for services performed by him
during the month of August, 1860?
Mr. HUMFFRAY said it was not the intention of the Government to place any sum on the
Estimates for the purpose proposed. (Hear.) It
did not appear from the records that this gentleman was entitled to any further payment, he
having, in fact, been already paid for the duties
performed, according to inl!tructions 1rom \he
Government. (Hear, hear.)
ABOLITION 01<' CAPITAL PUNISHMENT.
Mr. C .\.RR ~ked the hon. the Chief St:cretary,
whether it was Ihe intention of the Government
to introduce a bill for the abolition of capital
puni!lhment? He might observe that his realion
for asking this quelition was in consequence of
the rt:cent reprit!ve of 8hanklin. It occurred to
him, in consequence of that repr.ie,:e, that the
Government might have it in thnr mtentlOn to
introduce a bill for the aboliLion of capital
punishment.
Mr. HEALES said it was not the intention of
the Government to introduce such a measure.
COMMONAGE REGULATIONS.
Mr. SERVICE asked the hone the Commissioner of Crown Lands and Survey \\ hether any
regulations had yet been issued by the Government with respect to commonages; and If not,
when the Government expected to be in a position to i8sue such regulations?
:Mr. BROOKE replied 1 hat no rogulations had
been isslled by the Government for this pUt pO!le.
The regulations were in prOC6!1S of being framed,
a.nd, he had no doubt, would be issued by the
eed of next wetk.
MINING ON PRIVATE PROPERTY.
Mr. LOCK asked the hone the Commissioner
of Mines whether it WIIo8 the intention of the
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Government to introrluee, during the present
session,. bill to legalize mimng on private pro·
pertv ?
Mr. HUMFFRAY Raid it was tbe intention of
the Governme'lt to bring in such a bill, but he
did not pledge the Government to proceed with
it that session.
CAPE PATTERSON COAL-FIELD.
Mr. MAR.TLEY a..'lked the hon. the President
of the Board of Land and Works, to whom and
when WU! the first grant made of the Cape Pat·
terRon coal· field ; what were the terms of such
gra.nt or licence; when and t() whom such grant
or licence was transferred; the names of the
persons now in possession of the said coal-field
under such grant or lIcence; whether Richard
Davis, upon appJsing for a licence to search for
coal, was informed that if such licence were
granted it would contain a clause prohibiting the
sa.le of any coal discovered by him; whether the
gl'anG or licence above referred to contai"s any
bimilar rpstrietion or prohibition?
Mr. BROOKE, in reply to the first question,
had to state that no grant had been made of any
pa.rt of these coal-fields; but in 18.')8 a licence to
search for coal over 640 acres was granted to
Messrs. Crews and Co.
As to the second
question, the terms on which such licence
was granted were a payment of £2 10~.
per qua.rter.
With respect to the third
qnestion, he found that on the 20th Au!!ust,
1859, this licence was transferred to John Cun·
nington ami two others, as trustees for the Cape
Patterson Coal· fields Company. In reply to the
fourth question, he had to state that the lIcence
to search WI!.S held by these three persons and
Mr. Richard Davis. As to the fifth ques!lon, he
had to sta e that Mr. Davis was apprised that the
licence merely gave a right to search, and did not
authorize the manufactnre of bricks or the ex·
porting of the coal. As to the sixth que8tion, he
had mHrely to obflerve tha.t all licences to search
fm' coal were made out in a similar wordinJ!, 80
that all parties were on the same footing. (Hear,
hear.)
THE CARLSRUHE TOLL GATE.
Mr. HADLEY a~ked the hon. the President
of The Board of Land and Works whethpr he
would have any objection to lay upon the table of
the House all correspondence relating to the re·
moval of the Carlsruhe toll-ga.te to the W oodend
district?
Mr. BROOKE said there wa..~ no objection to
produce the correspondence alluded to.
PHI LIP ISLAND.
Mr. L. L. SMITH gave notice that, on Thurs·
day wef'k, be would move that such portion~ of
Philip I",land as were not required for fortifica·
tions should be sold.
ROADS TO THE NEW RUSH.
lIr. WOODS gave notice that, on Thursday
next, he would move that the L10use do resolve
itself into a committee of the whole, for thu purpose of con~idering the propriety of putting a
sum of £:3,500 on the Supplementary Estima.tes
for making roads and buil,Ping bridges, &c.,
between Maryborou/!h, Mountain Creek, and Red
Bank, where there Wa.8 at pre~ent a population
of 30,000 people utterly unprovided wilh roads.
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MARYBOROUGH MINING BOARD.
Mr. LEVI gave notice that he would, on the
following daYl Mk the hon. the Commissioner
of Lands an<1 Survey, jf a suitable room was
to be proviiied for the Maryborough Mining
Board?
NEW GOLD-FIELDS ACT.
Mr. FRAZER gave notice that he would, on
the following day, ask the hon. the Commissioner
of Lands and Survey, if it were intended by the
new Gold·fields Act to exempt miners from \ho
taxation of municipal councils?
POST-OFFICE REfURNS.
Mr. FRAZER gave notice that, on Thursday
next, he would ask the Hon. PostmasterGeneral, if he had any objection to lay on the
table certain returns relative to the expense of
working post· offices and telegraph stations !
GOLD·FIELDS BILL.
Mr. HUMFFRAY postponed the introduction of
this bill for a week.
ORPHANS AND PAUPERS BILL.
Mr. HEALES postponed the introduction of
the bill for the relief of decayed a.nd destituQ
persons and orphans. for a fortnight.
SUPPLY.
The House then went into Committee of
Supply.
ROADS AND BRIDGES.
Mr. VERDON said that, in accordance witb
the promise given by him last week, he should
invite the attention of the House to the consideration of the grants for roads and bridges.
(Hear, hear.)
MELBOURNE DISTRICT.
On the motion of Mr. VERDON, £11,450 was
voted for this district, according to the following
subdivision of items :-Melbourne to Dandenong
and Gipps Land road-To form and metal portIOns 01', £2,000; completing road at Dore's
Works at EllIuemmerrillg Creek, metalling bad
parts, and other lmprovements. £3,000. Western
POlL·road-Improvements between Dandenonlt
and Ya.lloak. £L,500. Bridge over Dandenong
Crellk and Fern Tree Gullies, £600; to subsidi:.o:e the Gardmer's and Boroondara District
Road Boards towards the erection of a bridge
over Scotchman's Creek and Gardiner's Creek,
at the end of Hi/!h-street, £375 each (lapsed
votes of 1860), £750. Lygon·~treet-Filling up
hole!!, £600. Ha.wthorn Hridge- For complet.ion
of Hawthorn Bridge and approaches, £3,000.
GEELONG DISTRICT.
Mr. VERDO~ then moved that £15,560 be
voted for roads and bridges in this diRtrict, to be
distributed as follows :-Geelonl! to QueenscliffFurther improvements on, £1,540; Geelong to
Rothwell and Melbourne road-Towards construction of road betwtlen municipal boundary,
Geelong, and Cowie's Creek, £1,000; Lo ver
Western road-To complete construction of,
within the parish of Gherin/o!hap; to construct
aboUt 28 chains in three several portions in the
parish of Murgheboluc; and to extend made por..
tions between Cressyand Marida Yaloak bridw.e,
£3,000; Geelong to Colac·road-To CODstruct
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portions of, in the parish of Lake Wolla.rd,
BALLA.RAT DISTRICT.
II:nd other improvements, £800; Gedong to Steil!"-, Mr, VERDON then moved th:~t £28350 b
htz, Mount E~erton, and Ballan-To clear off :
:i f
J>.II
d'
,e
-"
t £-00
vote. or the ).t arat Ist.rwt, to be dlstrl buted
t 'tm b er an d c: ffeet sllnlJry
lmprovernel"l: '1, a ;: as follow:-B:\\larat t<> Geelor < f _ T ra'
wo
Cre~!>ytoDarllflgton-ToconstrucLerosslOgplaces
1
d' h
h
I,..
,0
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at M'Vean's Gullv and Gnark~et Pund~, £9JO; i cu verts an Pit!! water-e. a.nnels m 11UIO rOil.d,
G I
t
B t' cl I
d C
Ot
T ' Jhllara,t E:l.st, and to r~uso rOll.d "my between
cl::ron~rti~n ot~ol~l o~ :i~bl'r, a~i to c7.~(;lI.nd TJydiard-street alld Yarrowf:e Brid~e, p,100;
d ,P
,. D' 1{ • L k
t" £2"0' Gw I
B.tllarat to Raglan-To clear about 10 miles and
t ra. n~ar
IC ey 8 o~ ~O~l, , ;) i t~e or~~ construct two culverts, £1,500; Ba.llarat to
T
2~th u3g~r?°ngd-32~dc:le~ ~'it~e:ndc~o v~~I~ ~!te Lexton-To form and metal portion:,;, a!ld to
?'.
' an ,
. p
',,_
~h
construct fOllr culverts or small brIdges,
pitching' of dram at Bumny~ng, £1, .. :)0; Smyt 1'.)8- £1500' Ballarat to Arnherst-T
tm.t
dal~ to Brown's and Ita.han Gul~y-To clf>ar I tw~ dulverrs, and construct b~id:~ns ov~r
dra.m, and 10 construct at Imnd~y POlllts, £1,000; ! Mount Greenock Creek, and other "improveSmythesdale to Ballara.t-F,~r Improvements be- : ments, £5,500; Ballarat to Castlemaine-'ro
tween Smythesd"le and CardIgan, £1.~00; Upper ; con~truct brid"e over Bullarouk Creek and two
Western-road-For farther constructIOn of por- I I
I
h
'\"420
tion of road, and to build a pitlr to l\l'Millan's . en ,verts, an
to c ear tree nil eR, £, 0;
B 'd
£1120 . P'tfipld t Li ton' and C>trn- I Melbonrne to Ballarat (to Lal-L'tll qreek)-To
rl ge'T'
kid ~
~ sb d I
. con~truct four culverts or small bndg-es, and
gh dmt·- 0 roll, ~,r~a a £11'\000 ~y Gal p ac:s I eff~ct other improvements, £2,400; Ballarat to
an
0 c1ear
lm er"
'
"
ee ,on~ 0: Streatham-To clear a"ollt eight miles, and to
~allarat-:-Sundry ,!orks m conneXlOn WIth pro- : form and metal portions of, £1,500; Creswick to
lected raIlway statIOns, £2,000.
I Clulles-roaJ--To clear about two miles and to
Mr. CARR was sorry to find three important: erect a bridge over the Tullaroop Creek a1 'Clunes,
it.ems which were on the Estimates of the late r w,.th approache!'!, £5,800; Maryborough to Mount
Government and the first E8timates of the pre- I Korong·road -- To clear portions of ,form and me: al
sent Government had been struck off, \\Ithont any portions, and COllst,uct two sill:l.ll culverrR,
reason being given for such a step, The Iir.~t of : £2,000; Dunolly to Inglewood·road-To clear
these items waR a brid~e at Ceres, which had about three Illlle8, form and metal about 40
been promised for years past; another was a chains, and construct culverts, £1,850; A voca to
bridrre at Morrison's, which would be the only Lexton-road-To constru:Jt culverts, and clear
mea~s of .communica.rion hetween Morrison's, about five miles, £1,000.
Mr. FRAZER had never yet made a motion
S eiglitz, and ..~eredith, £2,000 had been Bet
down for this; and he would tell the House that for a. grant of money to his o~'n dIstrict, but
in winter time there wa.s no communicat.ion be- would now ask that the item for the B-tllarat and
tween Morrison's and the surrounding country. TJexton road might be increased by £500. The
The third item was £500 for a bridge over the fact was, that that sum ha.d been taken away
Barwon, in a district where more money had been from a vote which had '.:leen included in last
received for land than in the whole of the rest of year's Estimates, himself and colleague consentthe colony put together. (ff Oh, oh.")
ing'to the transfer solely on condition that that
Mr. BROOKE replied, that the hon. member £?iOO 8h~uld be added to the vote for this year.
had to thdonk himself for the reduction which had M~. ServIce, who was the he~d of the Roads and
been made in accordance with the vote of the Bnd!!es Depart':1 ent at t.he tIme of the a.rranget in down the Governmp.nt to only a II!-ent, ha~l protmsed that ,he amount sho~Ild be
H ~
ou ,e, y g
f
d'
0 h d"
given thiS year. He moved-" Thl\t, m the
ct,rtam amount 0. expen lture.
t er IstrlCts opinion of tile House, £500 should be added to
suff.. red equally With I~ose alluded to ?y the hOIl. the vote for the Ihllarat and Lexton road."
member, but the cutt1l1g down was hIS own act,
Mr, SRRVICE should vote against the amendthe wil'ohes and intentions of Government in the
matter being prerty well exprellsed in their last ment, although he had some sympl1.thy for the
C'1.Re
put by the hon. member for Creswicic.
Estimates, (Hear, hear,)
When the vote for the road in question ca.me to
Mr. CARR would not have complained if other be expended la~t year, the engineer found that a
di(;tricts ha<i been reduced eqnally, but there certain other part should be made firRt. It was
were many that had not suffered nearly so much,
(to Oh, oh.") For inQtance, only £7,000 was set thought desirable to take the opinion of the hOIl.
member for Creswick on the matler, and the
down for Geelong Proper, while Kilmore ~ot money had been differently spent than was !loG
£.'23,000. Ile merely rose to protf'!\t aga.inst the firl't intended; but he still contended that the I>UIU
injustice that was being done to the country dill- had been expend.:d ill the first place btrwtly in
tricts.
accordance \\ith the voe of the !louse, When
Mr. WOODS thou~ht the hon. member had the consideration of the item of £100,000 in aid of
little to complain of. If all other di~trictil of existing' roads and lJridv.:es came 011, he should
eqllal irnportl\nce were equally well treated, there move for it~ increase by £25,OO(); not with a
would be little dissatisfaction. (Htar, hear.) view, however, of embarrassing the Government,
He complained of the bi\.d mam~gemer..t of the because he for one would not be disposed to
Roads and Bridges Department, and instanced, as increase any item exc~lpt by shiftlDg amOUTJts
a case in point, the propnsed vote of £1,540 for from other votes. When this was done, tbe hon.
Q'leenscliff road, along which, he believed, not members for Creswick and South Grant would
1,500 people travelled in twelve months, (ilear, have an opportunity of bringing forward allY
hear.) There was a road by water, and he saw no sp<;cific mO~IOP to . increase th~ votes for Their
need for anoLher t>y lImd.
distric~II, Ilil l'ijlSon. for proR05ln~ a.n increase
of ~~~.OOO WIj,., bec~uli~
thoughL it undeThe vote was the", agreed to.
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sirable to spend the sum intended f0r immi~ra
tion, and he intended to urge the motion upon
the clear understan,ling that the money was to
be deducted from the immigration vote for the
present year. If thd hon. member for Creswick
brought his present motion forward then, he
(Mr. Service) would support it.
Mr. FRAZEH clmtended that his case was a
special one. A plan had been laid before the
House on which the very spots where the original
vote was to be expended were pointed out; and
he and his colleague had only assented to the
transfer on the distinct understanding that the
next year's Est.ima,tes would return the money.
:\Ir. SNODGIUS:3 opposed the amendment,
because the B,tllamt district had been more fa·
voured than any other.
Mr. J. T. S.~lITtl pointed out that, in a great
portion of the thickly-populated district in ques·
tion, not one penny had heen spent; and farmers
had to let their crops rot in the ground for want
of means of communication. He supported the
amendment"
Mr. B~N~ErT opposed the amendment; and
complained of the gre~lt injustIce dODe to the
agricultural dIstricts, half of the votes for which
were cut down, whIle in the district in question,
for instance, only £1 ,000 had been taken ofi'.
Mr. DUFFY objected to the amendment, on
the ground that tht; augmentations made to vote!!
which had already passed the committee exceeded
the £4,000 which, according to the Treasurer's
second balance· sheet, remained to the credit of
the country, and that no other votes could be increased without the levying of additional taxation
or an undue sale of land.
Mr. WOODS trusted that, if the committee
took this Vlew of the question, a competent commission should be sent over the country, in order
to aFlcertain where works were really wanted.
Mr. HADLEY submitted that the country
had already a very competent Commissioner of
Roads and Briuges, and that nothing would be
gained by the course recommended by the memo
ber for Crowlarals.
Mr. GILLIK~ said the statement of the
member for Vi/lien, and Heyteslmry presupposed
that the Estimates which had bet;n brought down
were necessarily correct. But this he questioned.
Be looked upon the case of the member for
Creswick as a suhstantial one.
Mr. L. L. SMITH objected to hon. members
seeking to increase the J:t.;stimates for particular
road districts, in which they were interest.ed.
Were this course assented to, they would alto·
gether ignore the re»olutioll which the House had
passed, of livinL!' within their means.
Mr. HU\1FI<'RAY said it !Should be borne in
mind that road works in 1861 might be carried
out at a less cost by :!;j per cent. than in 1860.
Therefore, the ~ame works which, in 1H()O, might
have cost £2,000, might now be executed for
£1,500.
.Mr. EMBLDW concurred with the view of the
meml:Jer for VtlJiers and Heytesbury.
Mr. BROOKI<.: observed that the £!)OO voted
last year had bet::n expended on the road between
B"llarat and Lexton, though not on the particular part thereof in whICh the member for
Creswick was in~erested. He gathered this from
a deoutation tha.t had waited upon him with
regard to the matter.

1\lr. LEVI proposed that the conRideration of
the vote be po~tpvned until Tutlsday next, with a
view to an increase.
The CHAIR:\IAN pronounced the motion
irn·gular. The only motion which the hone
member could make was, that the Chairman do
leave the chair.
The amendment was negative ..I, and the vote
was then agreed to, as was also the following :GISBORNE DISTRICT.

Mount Alexander-road-To replace, by pitch.
il1~ and metalling, about half a mile of the
present metalled road, between the :)2nd and
3:3rd mile POiHS, to clear the entire width of the
three chain road through the Black Porest, from
35th to 4211d mile-posts, to erect two new
bridges at Woodend, and pave a side channel
through the township of Malmesbury, £4,500;
Deep C"eek Road-To eXlend pitching and
metalling of about one mile and a half, between
the fenced portions south of Bulla, £2,000; Rail·
way Station to Gisborne-To pitch and metal
about one mile, £2,500; Mount Macedon-To
improve and me al portions of, £500; Kyneton
to Tylden-road-To compleTe erection of bridge
over Campaspe at Mollison·street, £5,000. Total,
£14,500.
BACCHUS MARSH DISTRICT.

Mr. VERDON proposed the following votell:Melbourne to Ballarat-road-To improve pore
tions of, between the .Mount Alexander-road and
Ballan, and to rebuild bridge, £6,000; Black~
wood·road-To erect bridge over l~iver Lerderderg, £1,000; Melbourne to Geeloug·road-To
fill up watercourses and make other improvements, £500. Total, £7,500.
Mr. AMSINCK complained that the original
eRtimate for the Bacchus Marsh district was
£14,000; and inquired the reason for the great
reduction?
Mr. BROOKE said his answer mllst be Rirr,.ilar
to that given in the Ballarat case. The reduction
had been made because a majority of the HOllse,
including the member for West Bourke (laughter),
had decla.red that the total expenditure fur the
current year should not exceed .£3,000,000.
Mr. KING called attention to the fact that,
except the sum of £2,000 voted last year, there
had been no expenditure whatever on Blackwood,
which had been a gold· field seven yearR_
Mr. A\iSI~CK moved that the sum Bet down
for BlackwooII be increased.
Mr. PRAZER opposed the amendment. He
could not understand hon. gentlemen objecting
to the return of money borrowed, as in the case·
he had already alluded to, and then proposing a
large expenditure for an obscure gold-field. (Cries
of" Oh.")
Mr. KI~G contended that every Case should
be dealt with on it!! merits; and protested
against the member for Creswick treating business matters with levity. (Lau)!hter.)
Mr. SI~CLAIR e~;pressed himself in favour
of the vot~ as it at present stood.
Mr. SNODGRASS thought it was a waste of
time, after the House had agreed that the ex·
penditure should be confined to .£3,000,000, to
propose an increase upon the items submitted by
the Government.
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Mr. DO~ supported the proposition of the hon.
member for West Bourke, as not one penny had
ever been spent upon the road to Blackwood,
which was the worst he had ever travelled upon.
In fact, it wai a cruelty to men and animals to
refuse to increase the vote. ( Hear, hear.)
Mr. RIDD BLJJ said Blackwood was not a
place rushed on one day and deserted on the
next, but that Its population was of a fixed character, and composed of men who had built comfortabla homesteads for themselves and families.
Mr. WOOD~ protested against any money
being expended in roads and bridges excl'pt
where it was really necessary. In his own dIstrict, where there was a population of over
50,000, hardly a penny had been spent; lU fact,
the !!reatest injustice to it had been shown by
the Government.
.Mr. SEl{.VICE said that he, in common with
many hon. members, was not prepared to vote
for any increase until it was known whether
the money would be forthcoming. lIe was prepared to admit that there were many cases of
mjllstice on the Estimates, perhaps more than
usual, owing to the position in which the
Government had been placed, bllt he should not
support any increase until he knew where the
money was to come from. 'l'he only remedy he
saw was for the House to decide that they did
not wish the sum of £80,000 to be spent upon immigration; if they did that, it would be well to
porstpone all the items until they arrived at
subdivision No. 12- or the "Road Boards"the vote for which he was prepared to support
being increased by £23,000_ lie was in favour
of the vote for illluugration being reduced
to £30,000, and thus a Jarg:e Sllm of money
would be placed at the dIsposal of Go·
vernment for road boards and other items. His
own district was as bad as any other; but, for the
reasonij he had. stateu, he should not vote for any
increase.
Mr. DUFFY thought the hon. member had
not shaped his proposition rightly, and suggested
that tile more convenient course for the committee to auopt would be tll pro'Jeed with the
prt!sent votes all they stood. If any savings were
made hereafter, they could be appropnated to
speCIal cases. When the time arrived, he should
support the propo~itil)n for reducing the sum for
imlnlgration pnrposes.
Mr. 8bjl{.V IC1~ expressed his concurrence with
the propoHltion of lhe hon. member.
'}lr. FRAZEH. suggested, in order to carry
out that view, that the 'rrea~urer shol11li take the
whole !mm for roads and bridges at once.
~Ir. V J:j l{.DO ~ thought the Government would
be justilled in acceding to the propoRition of the
hon. member for Villiers and lIe) teshury, but it
would be quire Impossible for him to take all the
subdivisions as a whole. (lIear, hear.)
'rbe vote wa~ then passed.
CASTLEaIAINE DISTRICT.

l\lr. VERDO~ moved that the sum of £9,750
be voted for the Castlemaine district, as follows :--;\'Iount Alexander·mad-To make cuiv"rt~ and approaches, with other improvements,
£7;)0; Fryer~town-To effect improvements between Cllfllvton and ~'ryerstowo, .£500; Castlem.~ine to Ballarat-To make furcher portions of
road. bt;twecn Castlemaine and Guildford, and in
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other places, £2,500; Maldon to Dunolly-To

e~tlct further improvements on, and to complete

hrIdge over the Loddon, £4,000 j Ca.stlemaine to
,'hryborough-Erectmg brid'Je at Newstead
£2,000.
e.
,
Mr. PYKE objected to the insertion of the
word~, "and in other places." in the third item,
a.s bemg too vague.
Mr. DUFFY submitted the words were necessary, as the vote was for the road "from
Castlemaine to Ballarat." (Hear, hear.)
Mr. PYKE said that at present there was an
unmade road from Castlemaine to Guildford
upon which a toll-gate was erected, and that
therefore the money I-lhJuld be expended upon
it, and the words, "and in other places,"
struck out.
Mr. GREEVES thought the words had been
inserted in order to meet the wants of the district
generally, instead of the money being expended
on one small portion of the road.
Mr. PYKE drew attention to the fact, that in
the former Estimates the sum was £3,000, instead
of, as now, only £2,500, for makincr the road
between Ca&tlemaine and Guildford, ~nd therefore, he should persist in h:s proposition that the
words, "and in other places," be struck out.
Mr. MARTLEY said that on the Estimates of
the late Government a sum of £2,000 was
named for improvements between Castlemaine
and Maldon, but that amount was now left out.
lIe would like to know the circumstances which
led to such a sum being omitted from the
present Estimates.
Mr. Bl{.OOKE said he understood the feeling
of the committee to be in favour of the items not
being taken sel'iatim, but that cases where there
wa.s a grievance should be taken into consideration at a future period. He did not know whether the hon. member was in favour of that
arrangement?
Mr. MARTLEY.-Certain1v.
Mr. HOOD noticed that there was a. sum of
£2,000 put down for erecting a bridge at ~ew
stead, which he considered quite unnecessary, as
when he was in that district a short time ago he
saw a very good wooden bridge, and one which
would last for 8even years more.
lUr. M 1RTLEY said the bridge was a very
useful one. He should not at present object
to the items, but when the proper time arrivell
he !<hould bring before the Hou:;le the state
of t.he roads in the dIstrict.
The vote was agt'eed to.
SANDHURST DISTRICT.

Mr. YERDO~ moved that the sum of £16,000
be voted for the Sandhurst District, as follows ::Mount Alexander and Sandhurst-To make further portions between Castlemaine and the BIg
Hill, £5,000; 1\1' I vor-To erect new bridge over
the Ca.mp~spe, and other improvements, £8,000 ;
Murray-To improve portions of road betweeu
Sandhurst and the Murray, £1,500; Bridge at
Sandhurst-Towards the erection of, on condition
that the municipality defray the remaining costs,
£1,500.
.
Mr. [JOW ARD submitted, with respect to the
sum of £1,500 for improving the road between
Sandhurst and the Murray, that it was "a cruel
joke," as such a. small sum would be almost use-
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less on a roald 70 miles long, not a mile of which
had bfen m:ude.
The VOle \Was agreed to.
KIL)lORE DISTRICT.
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to improve road between Rosedale and Berwick,
including repairs to the 1\1oe cro!'sing, £3,600.
\1ain Western-road-- To clear 8.nd effect other improvements, £800. Main Eastern-road-To dpar,
drain, &c., and to form approaches to Gifford
Brid.:e, £100. Omeo-road-To efftlct variolls improvempnts, including bridge crossings, £2,000.
The vote was agreed to.

Mr. VERIDON J.loved that the sum d £2:3,200
be voted for the Kilmore distrIct, as follows :Sydney-road -To make portions of, heLween the
bridge over IDry Creek and Broadford, £5,000;
WESTER:~ DISTRICT.
to effect im.provements between north end of
ml'talled ro:ad at Broadford and Seymour, in
Mr_ VERDO~ next proposed a lIum of
various plac,es, £3,000; to make about 20 chains £22,600 for roads and bridges in the Western
of road at Seymollr between the punt and distriet, namely:-Belfast to Hamilton-roadmetalled ro:ad, £1,000; to {'ffect improvements Jmproving road, £3,000; Great North-roadbetween LOlngwood and Creighton's Creek, Towards completing ro~d from Belfast to the
£2,500; to make portion of road at Euroa., and junction with Main Arara'-road, £2,000; Great
to unite the metalled street with the portion at N orth-road-Towards completing road from
One and T'.wo MiIe Creek bridges, £2,:300 ; to Warrnamb10l to the junction with the Main
eff-~ct impro vements in variou~ partl-l, £:3,000.
Ararat-ro;J,d, £2,000; Road from Warrnambool
Kilmore and Heathcote Road-To m1.ke further to Geelong vid Camperdown and Colac_--Imimprovemen!;s upon, and to metal the main provements on, between T .. rang and Mount Emu
street through Heathcote, £5,000; lleathcote Creek, £3 000; Warrnam boul Dstrict· To reto Rushworth-road -To erect bridge at Moira, move the bridge over 1 he Hopkin!l, at Wickliffe.
£400; Upper Goulburn-road- To cut dangerous to a new site, £1,100; Heywood to Hamiltonsidelings, and effect various improvements, £500 road-Improving road and erectinl! bridges,
to erect hrid ge over Reedy Creek, near the gold- £I,COO; Heywood to Casterton-road-Improving
fields, £500.
road and erecting bridges, £1,000; Hey\\'ood to
The vote was agreed to without remark.
Dartmoor-road-Clearillg and improving road,
£l,OOO; Ararat to South Western Sea-boardW ANGARATTA DISTRICT.
road-l'o extend metalled portion of road, erect
Mr. VERDON moved that the sum of £21,750 bridges over Burchett's Creek and over the
be voted for the Wangaratta District, as follows:-- Hopkins, at Chats worth, £;),000; PI .. asant CreekSydney-road-To metal fornwd road between road-To effect further improvemeu's Oil, £1,000;
Violet Town and Benal1a, £3,000; to drain, Raglan-road- To cut through the gHp at Beaufort,
form, and metal portions of, between Benalla and effect other improvemeuts, £2,000; llamiIton
and Wanga.ratta, £3,000; to further improve- - To ertct a bridge over the Grange Creek, at
ments betwe-en Wangaratta, Chiltern, and Bclvoir, Hamilton, £2,500.
and erect a brirl:.:e near Belvoir, £3,000. Beech:Mr. I1AINE8 complained of ~the Governme f;
worth-road t-id Yackandanoah to Omeo-To effect having taken lOO much off the Portland di~trict
improvements between Wangaratta and Beech- in relSpect to this vote. The amount Originally
worth, £2,OClO; to erect bridges over Rocky Creek placed on the Estimates for this distnet was
and Yackanliandah Creek, and to eff,~ct various £29,GOO; and he found that, of the amount taken
improvements, £:3,200_ Albury to Wuoragee- off, £:3,000 uelonged to the Ponland division. He
To improve the Middle Creek Gap, and erect did not desire to see the mm total of the Etltia bridl('e over the creek near Beechworth, £3,000; mates increased, but he thought a more reasonBuckland-'ro erect bridges and effect other im- able plan of reduction ought to be made.
provements between Tarrawingee and Porepunka,
Mr. BROOKE said the hon. member was
£2,000; Wangaratta to Oxlt'y-To erpct bridges wrong in speaking of the Portland district. There
between the King River and Oxley, £7fiO; South was no such district, but the division of Portland
Ovens-road- - To erect bridg-e over Three Mile was included in the We. tern Dilltriet_ It was
Creek near Wangaratta, £800; Beechworth to true it wall formerly proposed to expend £2!.l,(j00
Stanley-Improvement upon, £1,000.
on this di8trict; and he should observe that the
Mr. DON ALD wished to know whether £2,000 reduction was made pro rata, III accordance with
was to be spent between Wangaratta and Beech- that made in other districts. (Hear.) The
worth, or between Yackandandah and Omeo, as division of Portland. he thought. could not
fairly comolain, looking to what had been done
the two places were widely SEparate.
Mr. BH.OO KE was understood to say -between in the shape of making a tramway there. (Hear,
hear.)
Wangaratta and Beechworth.
Mr. HAINES said there appeared to be nothing
The vote was then carried.
on the Estimates for' completing this tram way,
GIPPS LAND DISTRICT.
and asked why a portion of the vote for it had
Mr. VERDON moved the adoption,of the sum been allowed to lapse?
Mr_ BR00KE explained that the balance of
of £15.500 for the Gipps Land district, as follows ;-Main Central-road -To construct and im- the vote (£4,OUO) lapsed because, on calling for
prove various portions of, between Port Albert tenders, they were found to be 80 enormously in
and Sale. £G,OOO; to clear and cons'ruct road, excess of the amount III hand that nothing could
including the erection of bridges and culverts, be done_ (Hear.)
Mr. WOODS wished to call attention to two
between Sale and Stl atford, £500_ Melbourne
Road-Sale to River Bunyip-To clear and form items which he thought required explanation.
road between Sale and Snakes Ridge, £500; to He found £1,100 down for taking a bridge over
embank approaches over Latrobe River Swamp, the Hopkins to a new lMe. lie wished to know
and complete works at ROfilldalo Bridge, £2,000 ; why that was? (Hear.) He next found a sum
t
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of £1,000 for improvements on the Pleasant
Creek-road. Now, lookin~ to the fact that this
was the only sum on the Estimates for the whole
district of Crowlands, con aining a.s it did some
40,000 inhabitants, he thought he was justified in
protesting against so glaring an omission, and he
hoped some sum would yet be put on by the
Government. (Hear.)
Mr. BROOKE explained that the bridge
allud.ed to was erected by an error of judgcment
on the part of an e.lgineer who was at the time
in the Government service. After it had been
erected, numerous applications were made by the
inhabitants of the district, pointing out that the
bridge was of very little use to the population,
but could easily be removl'd. Those argurnellts
were sufficient to satisfy the department that a
mistake had been committed by an officer not
now in the Government service, and that it ought
to be rec' ified. As to the other que;;1 ion of the
hon. member, he thought it very likely, if any
money was saved out of any of the sums propo~ed
by the Government, that the district of Crow·
lands should be attended to; and he would
~uggest tha.t the hon. member ought to bring
forward a motion on the subject.
Mr. DUFFY had recently travelled through
this distrIct, and could give the best evidence
that this bridge was practically u~eless-nameiy,
that Cobb's mail-coach preferred driving through
a ri ver rather than across it. (Hear.)
Mr. SERVICE supported the vote. He had
himself, when III office, had a long correspondence
on the subject of this very bridge, and had come
to the conclusion that the course proposed was
the best that could be adopted.
Mr. llAI~ES expressed himself still dissa1isfied with the sum taken from Portland, and proposed, as an amendment, that the reduction of
£7,000 be taken pro rata off all the items.
(" No, no.")
Mr. VERDO~ eould assure the committee
that it w:>uld be exceedingly inconvenient to
adopt the course proposed by the hon. memtler
for Portland. (Hear, hear.) If the reduction
were made in the way proposed, the consequence
would be that some works, such as brid~e8, would
only be half finished, and therefore left practically useless. (Hear, hear.) This question of
rateable reduction was fully considered in the
Cabiuet, and it was found that it would not work.
(Hear, hear.)
Mr. MOLLISO~ also supported the vote, and
deprecated the course taken by the hon. member
for Portland. The I louse had accepted the Estimates as they stood, and he for one would not
desire to alter them. (Hear, hear.) It should
be recollected that Portland had been receiving
grants for several }ears (hear); and If the hon.
member's increase were allowed, he might feel
i' his duty to move for an increalSe in hiS division.
(L,w!{hter.) He thought the c~)Urse pruposed by
the hon. memher for Portland would lea.d to
great inconvenience, and he would therefore call
ou the committee to act on their re~olutit.ln, and
accept the Estlmates as they stood. (Hear.
hear.)
The vote was then agreed to.
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exceeding £]00,000 be granted in aid of District
Road Boards and for new boards.
Mr. S~RVICE begged to move the following,
as an amendment, viz. : " In the opinion of this committee ~uch sum be
increased by £25,000, which sum of £25,000 shall
be taken from the sum set down for immigration."
At that stage of the proceedings he did not think
it necessary to recall the arguments for and against
immigration. He thou!{ht most hon. members
had made up their minds that they would not
spend £100,000 this year fur immi6ration, and
also that it would be dt::sirable to secure a larger
sum in aid of the country distrl(;tR tha.n had bt!en
appropriated in thf>se revised Estimates. If
the committee decided that the sum to be devoted to immigration pllrposes should be reduced
from £80,000 to £30,000, then tbey would have
£50,000 available for other purposes required by
the couutry. By adopting his amendment the
('ommit:ee would nOL in any manner interfere
with the financial arrangeD1ent.~ of the Government, while they would be securin", a large sum
for purposes to which it was desirable to apply it.
Without going into the arguments on the question, he would simply move his amendment.
(Hear.)
~lr. BROOKE thought the course proposed
ought not to be agreed to, inasmuch as it was an
anticipation of the discussion on immigration.
(Hel\r, hear.) The object of the hon. member
for Ripon might be met in this way :-The Bouse
could agree to the vote of £100,000, and, subsequently, when the Government brought forward
its immi!{ratioll resolutions, hon. members might
decide that the sum to be appropriated for that
pUrpORI;! should be reduced; when that waH done,
any hon. member could move that the Slim for
roads and bridges be illcreaSe(1 by the £25,000
taken from immigrativl1. He therefore asked
the committee to agree to 1 he simple vote of
£100,000, and allow the mution of the hon.
member for Ripon to come on after due notlCe
had bet!n given.
)lr. DUJ!'~'Y wished to hear the amendment
read over.
The C I1AIR)IA~.-It reads thus:-" That,
in the opinion of this committee, it ill desirable
that this vote be increased by £2:>,000."
.Mr. I'UF~'V asked if it stopped there?
The C LlAIR:VIAN explained that the latter
portion of the motIOn, as proposed, was out of
order.
l'Ir. SNODGRASS opposed the motion, because, if it were carried, every hon. nlOmber
would be moving for a further reduction in the
immigration vote, so as to increase the vote for
his own district. If so important a question was
to be decided, let it be by a full House.
(Hear, heaL)
.
.
Mr. KI~G knew of other votes m whICh reductIOns could be made with equal facility and
propriety. Large sums were PUt down for Imperial troops and also for the Pdorus steamer,
but !Surely the Imperial Government never expected this colony to pay for the carrying on of
t.he New Zealand war. (\ I ear, hf:ar.) If these
votes were taken off the Estimatel!, there would
be a large sum of money which could be divided
DISTRICT ROAD BOARDS.
amongst the country lUemb~r8-(la~"hter)-he
l\Ir. VERDO~ theQ moved that a sum not mean&J of course. between thelr constltuenl:les.
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Mr. GILLESflE thought the course proposed
by the Gov~rnaent perfectly reasonable. If
the House rejecied the motion of the hon. member for RUPOD, dd it thereby cut itself off from
all hope olf increJ.8ing this vote? (" No, no ;" and
(. lll:!a.r, mear.") If it did not, he should vole
against tine motion.
):Ir. DIIH'PY, as far as his experience of the
House or Comrr.ittee of Supply went, could say,
without mesitatim, that if the increase were not
made no\w it nefer would be made. (Hear, hear.)
It was, t,herdore, for the commiltee to settle the
question .. now I. was raised. Pur his ewn part,
he thoug.'ht the voce ought to be increased. In
fact, as he hal said before, the Estimates for
roads and bridg2s had been very crudely prepared,
and he C]ould d;ltect no leading principle in them
by which he codd guide his course on the present
occasion_ Hall it neen proposed that, with so
larJ;e a lamd re\enue and with 1,000,000 acres surveyed for sale in one distrint only, I hat revenue
should b.e !lpent in the districts where it was raised,
that wOluld have been an intdligible prinCIple.
Again, iif, as proposed by the hon. and learned
member for St. Kilda, that revenue were only
expendeld where the railroaoR did not pass, that
also wOluld be an intelligible principle; but he
found Ihothing of the kind, and for that reason
thought it the more desirable to give the local
authorities a larger sum of money than was now
proposed by the Government, in oruer that the
expendilture might be more judiciously carried
out-a remIt only to be expected from local
8upervis.ion. Hon. members complained of mis·
management in expenditure, but it was plainly
to be Seen that lle system of centralization
must s.hortly come to an end. and the House
would, im fact, further that end by agreeing to
iucrea8&' this vote. lIe was prepared to vote
for both. tbE' propositions contained in the mOiion
as originally proposed, but since the Chairman
had rul~d that the la8t of the two could not be
taken now, he wouid have the 8aving made
in the best way it could, and content himself with
voting for the increase. He quite agreed with
the tiaving propost:d to be madt: out of the vote
for troops, as the military lH~re were overpaid
out of all proportiou. \0 any other colonial officials, e"pecially the police. In fact, the contrast
was somethinl! ridiculous. (Hear, hear.) Hewould
an~wer the remarks which had fallen from the
Gov~rnm~nt by a challenge to them to bring on
the ImmIgratIon vote at once. If they wished it
to be cOlltiidered in a fuller Bouse let it be so,
but he did not desire that that should be a stop
to the discussion of a very reasonable proposal.
Mr. HEALES desired hon. members to watch
very closely the reasons urged by hon. members
for the motion. He unders'.oed their argument
to he, that the votes for the country districts
should be increased. (" Yes.") Well, then, if
they car~ied their point, they would not get. what
they delilred. Many hon. members who desired
this increa'le were representing districts in which
there were 1:0 road boards, and would therefore
derive no benefit flOD! it. (lIear, hear.) He alw
called attention to the fact that there bad been
a general understanding among hon. membtrs
that, the voteS for roads and bridges alone would
come on that nil.;ht ; and were (hI:! present motion
carried the quebtion involved in it would be
stlttled uufairly. }'ail' notice should, ill his
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opinion, be given before bringing the subject of
immigration forward.
Mr. DUPPY pointed out that the vote was not
only in aid ?f exi~ting boards, but of any
new boards whICh might. be formed during the
year.
Mr •. H.EAL~S .continued to say that most of
the dlggmg dIstrICts were not in a position to
estabhsh road boards, and therefore the increase
would give them no advantage. The districts
most requiring assistance Were those where the
people, ha:d been brought, together in large numb.",rs wlth!D so short a time that it was imposslbl~ they co~ld have road boards established.
To !Dcrease thIS vote, was exactly like increasing
the votes to municipalities.
Mr. NICHOLSO~ would vote for the resolution of the hon. member for Ripon and would
do so with the uI1der~tand,ing ,that the money
was to come out of the Imll1!gratlOn vote' and if
the immigration questIOn had not been' settled
yet, whose fault was it but that of the Government, who had given notice of 110 strmg of resolutIOns, and postponed their consideratIOn from
time to time? (Hear, hear.) Hut for the
Government, the whole of these resolutions
might hav~ been settled weeks ago; and
t~~ very nrst of them conta.ined a propo;HtlOn that £100,000 should be appropriated
to immig-ration, the discussion on which would
have dettled the whole matter. It was always inconvenient for a road board no~ to know
what iL had to spend, and the exact sum it was
to have ought to be declared at once, especially
when It was remembered that many of these
bodies ~a.d entered into in~portant engagements
re~pectlDg future operatIOns.
The Ministry
theUlselvl:!s had afforded one argument for the
motion, which was contained in the trump·card
of their polJcy, namely, their advocacy of decentrahzation. (Hear, hear.) All hon. members
knew how successful the municipal and road board
systems had been, which suecess was mostly
owing to the grant<!·in·aid from the Government.
That aid had frequently led to their formation and
many of them would never have been established
had it not been for the money they expected to receive. l!'or the reason, therefort', that the proposed
increase would iuduce the inhabit»nt!! of other districts to form new boards, he would give hill support to the present motion. He sympathised but,
little with those localities in which r.o road boards
existed, for, if people would not manage their
own local matters, they were not entitled toparticular cOlisideration. (Hear, hear.) To call
on the people in every district was the only way
to carry out the decentralizallon system and the
only way in which it could be made to'succeed.
(Heal, hear.)
Mr. ORAN.T thought the observations just.
~ade concJUt;Jvely ",howed that the proposed
mcrea~\:l was to come from the immigration vote
-(hear, bear) -and he should ask hon. membl:!rs
on all sides if it was fair to vring on a discussion
on such a point that lllght? He knew many hon.
!Dembe~s th.en a~tiellt who. took a lively interest
ID the Immll'ratlon questIOn-the hon. member
for Kilmore, for instalJce (hear, hear)-and for
that ~eason alo!le, he thought the hOD. member
for Rlpon bhouid be satisfied to allow the item of
£100,000 to be carried, leaving the £25,000
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increase to be more legitimately discussed on
another occasion.
Mr. GRAY thought the question which the
HOUS9 was discussing was not so much the in·
crease of the present vote, or the decrease of the
immigration vote, but really that trump-card of
the Ministry, the abolition of centralization. If
that were the case, it would be well to consider
the propriety of lel>sening the burdens upon the
central departments, and in no more moderate
way could this be done than by pas~ing the
motion of the hon. member for Ripon. The Government ought to be glad to notice the tone in
which the House supported that motion, and not
let it be suspected that the Mmistry was lukewarm in playing that trump-card, of which so
much had been spoken. It was not the first time
the immigration question had been brought forward and discussed, for night after night it had
been duly wdghed and debated; and, after all,
he could not think that, to ask so moderate a reduction of the immigration vote as £25,000, was
anticipating to any serious extent any future debates. After all, not a pOSItive reduction of the
immigration vote was proposed, but the motion
merely anticipated that a saving would be made
SJmewhere.
Mr. BRODIE opposed the amendment, not
because he objected to additional aid being
granted to road boards, but because he thought
the money might be appropriated to other and
better purposes. If the member for Sandridge
bad travelled much in the interior, he must be
a,,;are that there were districts reqlliring bridges
where the formation of a road board was impossible.
Mr. GREEV~S protested agamst the mixing
up of the immigration question in thIS discussion.
1I~ should vote for the amendment on its merits
alone. If there was one vote more than another
which should not be reduced in the manner
proposed by Government it was this vote. The
vote was one which, in the very nature of things,
should yearly be increased, rather than decreased, from the fact of a greater number
of roads having to be maintained. However, t.he
Government, notwithstanding all that they said,
appeared to discourage decentralization, for with
the increase in the number of road boards, the
grant in aid was to btl reduced! In this matter
of decentralization, his desire was, not simply to
talk, but to ad.
Mr. WOODS said it would appear that the
debate had been continued on the assumption
that the whole colony was marked out into road
boards. But this was not so; and in those particular localities where the wants were greatest,
thpre were no road boards, and no possibility of
them for some time, no matter what steps might
be taken by this House? In mining districtsMountain Creek or Red Bank for example-before a road board could be esta.blished a township must be surveyed. (Cries of "No.") At
all events, the land must he put up to auction
and Bold. This took a long time, and meanwhile
the wanti of the locality were accumulating.
Mr. YERDO~ complained of the incon~istency
of c('rtain hon. members who had declared their
intention of vo!ing for a decrease in the grants in
aid to municipalities, and yet intended to support
an increase ID this vote for road boards. One
hon. member had taunted the Government
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with having gone from what they professed with regard to decentra1:zation; but
it should be remembered that the reductions wbich bad taken place in the E~timates
were the act, not of the Government, but of the
House. The Estimates as now presEnted did not,
in fact, embody the views which the Government
first professed. (Hear, bear.) The member for
Ydliers and Heytesbury bad expressed his entire
willingness to allow the claims of individual districts that might have been overlooked to stand
over, to see whether any saving could be effected
on the immigration vote; and yet the hon. member would not allow this road board vote to pass
without increase, on the ground that, i.f he did
1'0, it would never be increased.
But the same
argument would apply to individual works under
\ he head of roads and bridges, as to this particular
case. (I1ear, hear.) In conclusion, he contended
that it would be manifestly unjust, and an invasion of the privileges of hon. members, if they
were to proceed to a discussion of the immig-ration question, when it was !!,enerally understood
that that question should not be discussed now,
and when several hon. members, who were desirous of addressing the Heuse on the queRtion,
were absent. On that ground alone, he should
ask the committee to negative the amendment.
Mr. HOOD observed that he could point. out
five or six items on the Estima'es-such as the
Vict.oria Rteam sloop, the PeloTl1s, the Royal
Engineers, and the purchase of arms and ammunition- -amounting in the aggregate to £95,000,
on which he thought it quite possible to effect a
saving of £20,000. It had been said that in
certain districts it was impOSSIble to bave road
boards; but he knew a whole county which furnished only one road board. East Bonrke had
two road board!!, but it would do very well with
one. The districts to which reference had been
made, he pre~mmed, were new "rushes," lIke
Inglewood; but what was there to hinder a road
board taxing the people accompanying such new
"rush ?"
Mr. PYKE considered the amendment a step
in the right direction. Were it to extend to the
placing of the entire work of the Roads and
Bridges Department into the hands of local
authorities, he should vote for it also; aTtd ho
trus!ed another twelvemonth would not pass without some such ste}J as that being adopted. JIlear,
hear.} It had been said that it was impo"slble for
a gold-field to take advantage of the road
board system; but he, as a gold-fields mPJllber,
denied the a.ssertion. He would point to Fryer's
Creek, as a large district in which, altholJgh there
was no land sold, the people had comrr.on-sense
enough to form themselves into a ro~d board
distnct. If the inhabitants of the couttry districts did not choose to take their own business
upon themselves, the House could not be expected to do so for them. (lIear, heir.) He
saw on the Estimates Aeveral useless itenlS which
might be well struck off. He might mention
that pretty little toy, the Victoria. Th~ sooner
that was put up to public auction, and the services of its officers dl~pensed WIth, the bftter.
Mr. DON said objection had been takm to the
amendment because certain hon. memters were
not present. And why were they not ")resent?
Certainly their absence was no fault of hon.
members who did attend to their duties. (Lwghter,
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and "Hear, hear:') He should support the
amendment, because he wanted, in every possible
way to encourage local self· government among
thtJ people which he held was the only possible
means of ;educing the public expenditure. At
the same time he admitted that the case of a new
(. rush" was one that must, of course, be provided
for by the central Government. (Hear, hear.)
With regard to the £80,000 which the Government ha.d set down for immigra ion purposes, he
would give £25,000 to the object proposed by the
present amendment, £25,000 to municipalities,
and £30 000 to public works. (Laughter.) At
present there was £21,000 in the hands of the
Emigration Commissioners in London, and
this was as much as could wisely be spent during
the current year. (Hear, hear.)
Mr. CHAP .V[AN supported the amendment,
and at the same time stated that his district
would not be benefited by it, as it would not be
subjected to any road board. He approved of
the principle of lr.cal self-government, and on
those grounds was in favour of the amount being
increa.sed by £25,000.
Mr. BROOKE called the attention of hon.
members to the fact that at page 39 of the Estimates power was given to the GOf'ernor in Council to tram fer any vote to local authorities. He
would remind h.)n. members also, that if the
additional amount was voted it would be unjust
to those districts where there were no road
boards; whereas, jf it was found that any savings
could be effected, such savings could be applied
to those special cases which had been mentioned.
If the present proposition were carried, they could
only deal with eXisting road boards. (Hear,
hear.)
Mr. HATNES supported the motion of the
GovernDtent, on the principle that, after having
insisted upon the expendi: ure being confined to
.£3,000,000, hon. members had no right to wish
to incrt:lase a vote by so -large a sum as
.£25,000. He thought it was uncertain whet her
there would be any saving, but if there were any,
it conld be well expended in increasing the vote
at a future time. He objected to the manner
in which the subject had been treated by the
hon. member for Ripon, namely-by alluding to
a vvte not then bt'fore the committee; such a
proceeding being hardly in accordance with ParI iamentary usa~e. On the present occasion, he
should vote agamst the sum being increased.
Mr. J. T. S:\lITH was in favour of the sum
being increased, all proposed by the hon. member
for Ripon, as he wall convinced many advantages
would thus be conferred upon the agricultural
districts particularly. It appeared to him that,
no matter how much 10.:al self-government increased, the cost of maintaining the roads and
bridges department was not reduced. (l1ear,
hear.) For his part, he saw no necessity for contmuing the vast expenditure now involved by
that department, if road boards were established.
Mr. S"N"ODGRASS, after referrinf! to the
manner in which the hon. member for Ripon had
persuaded the committee to pass other items, in
order that he might have an opportunity of
bringing forward his propo~itlOn, said that he
hll.d no objection to £300,000 or £400,000 being
voted for road boards if i<; could be done in fair·
ness, which he did not think would be the case at
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present. For that reason, he trusted the hone
member w')uld withdraw his amendment.
Mr. JO lJNSTON saw no objection to the
vote if the money had been saved, or if arrangements had been made by which it could be
saved. Sureiy if the Government had deserved
the charge of playing a trick, which had been
made against them by the hon. member
on a previous evemng, the present was a
trick on his part, as there were many hon.
members absent who would have been present
if they had known that the immillration question
would be discussed. He looked upon the !'um of
£30,000 as ridiculous, inasmuch as £50,000
could be well spent on female immigration
alone. First, let the money be saved. lJe
was surprised that the hon. member, who was
one of those who Raid that the expenditure should
be limited to £3,000,000, should bring forward
his present propOSition. He could remember the
time when the hon. member used to ma.ke his
bow to the gentlemen in the Corner, and now he
appeared to go back to his old plan, and again
made his bow to them, and apparently with
some success; for hon. members had fallen
into the error that, by the amendment, their
districts would be benefited. Such would not be
the case. F01' instance, supposing there was a new
rush to a certain district, and it was found necessary to build a bridge, when the hon. member for
the district applied to the Government for money,
they would say_U Oh, but you have had so much
money, and there is no more to spare." It was
all very well for hon. members in whose districts
there were road boards to support the amendment; but it was not just to districts where there
were no boards_ In many cases road boards had
refused to maintain the main roads, and had
merely made bye-roads, saying that the maintenance of the main roads remained with the
Government; so on that ground they were
objectionable. If the hon. members voted for
lhe amendment under the impression that they
would benefit the main roads in their districts,
they were wrong, as such would JIOt be the case.
lIe should oppose any addition to the vote.
Mr. l\IICHIE thought they were forget ling the
dictates of prudence by counting upon their
reAource8 before they were in possession of them.
If there was a saving eventually, it could be added
to the preilent amount. But as he was one who
supported the proposition, that the expenditure
should be kept withm £3,000,000, he felt that he
should only be acting consistently by opposing the
amendment of the hon. member for Ripon.
(Hear, hl::ar.) 'J he hon. member, in order
to preserve an appearance of consistency, was
obliged to say that the commi:tee must commit themselves to a certain extent, with lespect
to the immigration vote; but exactly as he had
been successful in saying H vote for my amendment, and I will show you hereafter how you
may save £25,000 from other sources," had he
led the minds of bono members to the conclusion
at which they must arrive on the vo'e for immigration. lIe would caution the members for the
gold-fields how far they supported the amendment, because they would find that, after receivmg their share of the grant, they would be
unable to touch the increase. It was all very well
for the hon. member for Belfast to say that
he knew a county where there was but
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one road board.
(Hear, hear.) (H It is
40 miles away from Belfast," from Mr. Duffy.)
But exactly as the amount was increased for
road boa.rds would the resources made available
for roads throughout the terriwry be dimi
nished, therefore that WaR a view to bel considf'red
by gold-fields members. He wanted to see the
savings first, because, in proportion as one hon.
member proposed to make a saving, so had he
'apprl)priated that saving to certain votes. He
should support the Government, on the principle
of Mrs. Glass- H First catch your fish."
Mr. KlNG opposed the amendment, for the
reason that he had on a former occasion expressed himself in favour of the expenditure
being limited to £3,000,000, and because he
disapproved of the vote for road boards being
increased.
Mr. FRAZER opposed the amendment. He
certainly thought it was not fair that the hon.
member for Ripon shouli have brought forward
this motion. However, as he believed the country would be benefited by the increase, he would
give his support in favour of the motion.
Mr. HU MFFRA Y charactenzed the motion as
a H catch vote," and called on the gold-fields
members not to be <:.aught by it. He trusted
hon. members would negative the motion.
(Hear.)
Mr. L. L. SMITH was opposed to the motion.
He should like to know in what manner they
were to raise this '£25,000 in the event of increasing the vote? Were they to go back to
taxation to ra.iseit? (" No.") Then, in the present state of the colony, he thought nothing ought
be taken off the vote for immigration; and he
would oppose the motion. (Hear.)
Mr. SERVICE thought the Government
had attempted to set off one sec'ion of the
House a.gainst the other. lIe believed if his
motion were not carried they would never get
the additional £25,000 for the district boards.
The Treasurer ha.d told them that there would
be no savings from the other items.
Mr. VERDON rose to order. What he did !lay
was, that the saving ought not to be calculated
upon until II.ctually made.
Mr. HEALES reminded the hon. member opposite that he did not now see those legal diffi·
culties which he formerly saw in the way of
transferring to local boards the expenditure of
sums voted.
Mr. SERVICE, in reply to the observations of
the Chief Secretary, said there had been legal
difficulties in the way of allowing those votes to
be expended by the local boards.
Mr. HEALES referred to a former debate, in
the last session, in which he had brought forward
the ca.se of the vote for Gipps Land, wheJI he wa~
answered by the hon. member for Ripon, who
certainly did not on th:l.t occasion point out tha.t
there were legal difficulties in the way of applYIng
that vote.
Mr. SERVICE said the difficulties in the case
of Gipp~ L1.no were departmental, and not legal.
Mr. DU FFY recollected the occasion referred
to, and remembered that he had himself pointed
out that there were legal difficulties in the way
of the expenditure of these votes by the local
boards, namely, that the Audit Commissioners refused to sanction the expenditure by a local
board of a vote granted to the central Govern·
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menta The votes were now taken differently
and therefore the same difficulty could not
arise.
The CHAIRlIIAN then put the question of the
amendment, and the House haVing divided, the
numbers wereAy~

17

Noes

26

Majority against the amendment
The following was the divlslon·!ist:Mr Chapman
-

Dl)n

-

DuffY'

- Frazer
- Gillies
-

Gray

Mr. Amsinck
-

Bennett
Brodie
Brooke

- Cathie

9

AYES.

Mr. Oreevc8

- Hedl"y
- Heuty
- HOun
- LY!l.1l
- Newt')ll
NOES.

Mr. Grant
-

-

H ..ines

Heales
H lward
HumffriloY

Mr. Nlcholson
-

Pyke
RIJd.;J1I

- Servbe

-Smi~J.T.

Mr. Michle
- Mollison
- Reid
- Sinclair
- Smith, L. L.
- Sncrlgrass
- V .. rdm
- Woods

- JotwslOn
- King
- Levi
- GiIlespie
Dr. M~dam
The original vote was then carried.
MAINTENANCE OF ROADS.
Mr. VERDON then moved that a sum of
£110,000 be granted for the ma.iutenance of
roads during the year.
Mr. NICHOLSON wished to know if the Government intended to take any steps with reference to the repairs of the 8andridge·road?
All the money hitherto derived from this road
had been expended within the municipality of
Emera.ld Hill, and as the traffic was very great,
the road from the boundary of Emerald Hill
Municipality to the jetty was in very bad repair.
Mr. BROOKE, in reply, begged to inform the
hon. member and the commitcee that he had
already sanctioned the repair of this road, at a
cost of between £2,000 and .£3,000. (Hear,
hear.)
"lr. NICHOLSON said the statement of the
hon. member was quite satisfactory. (Hear,
hear.)
Mr. HOOD wished to know if the Government
had it in contemplation to redu.ce the tolls on the
roads. The circumstances of the colony were
now very diffelrent from what they were when
the prelSent rate of tolls was first impo;led; and
he was aware that between Geelong and Ba)]arat
they amounted to a,hout one-fifth of the entire
carriage, SUppOSIDg a wa6!{on to earry thre'3 tons.
A ton of goods paid no less tha.n 18~. tolls,
while the carriage was only about 1:~. He
thought the Government ought to lower the
present rates. (IIear.)
Mr. BROOKE would inform the hon. member
that the Government did not intend to lower the
pr~sent rate of tolls. Looking at what was paid
for tolls, anti the amount by which they were
supplemented, the minIDg population had very
little to complain of in this respect. He had
long thought it desirable to initia.te some
sys:em, whereby the use of broau-wheeled
vehicles, which injured roads the leaf>t of
any, should be encouraged; and the Government had agreed to a scale of tolls which would
-

Dfln'tld

- Firebra.ce
- Francis
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have this effect, and also of levying toll in
proportion to the number of horses drawing the
conveyance. Hon. members were already aware
that within the l~st few years a new species of
vehicle had come into vogue, called the American waggon. This vehicle had narrow tired
wheels, and carried a large amount of loadine,
the consequence being that the roads were
more ploughed up than before.
It was
proposed to bring the new system into operatlOn in 1862, and part of the alteration
would be to impose a lower toll on all broad·
wheeled conveyances. The Go\'ernment did not,
however, feel in a pOSItion just now to recommend a. lower scale; in fact, the tolls should by
right be bIg her, for the supplementary grant
had been first estimattld at .£130,000, and only
reduced because of the general reductions elsewhere. On many roads little patches had been
made here and there, at the request of ditfertlnt
hon. members, and on these it was impossIble to
levy any toll; the consequence being, tha.t the
expenses of maintenance have yearly increased,
the extra. cost being thrown on tlle Government.
Mr. GRAY suggested that the time had
arrived, or nearly so, when certain sections of
roads could be leased for repairs for a lengthened
period. The system had been tried in Ireland
for some 12 or 13 years past, and found to be most
economical and successful.
Mr. BROOKE informed the hon. member for
Rodney that the repairs were now contracted for
annually.
Mr. G RA Y pointed out that the fact of the
contracts btliI1g taken annually made all the dIfference. A man who took a·contract for three or
four years would not be satisfied with merely
filling up a hole or repairing a bad place by temporary expeclients, to the injury of the next con·
tractor; with a longer period to contraJt for, his
repairs would be better carried out.
.\,lr. BltOO K ~ could not but see that with the
present fluctuating rates of labour, the rl-sult of
the adoption of long-dated contracts "ould be
the victimization of either the contractor or the
GovernmllDt.
Mr. DON ALD denied that the narrowwheeled American waggons did as much damage
to the roads as the vehicle which had been used
previously. The weIght carried by the former
vahicle was better distributed, and any saving
made to the Government in the mltnner suggested
by the hon. Commissioner of Land and :;urvey
would come out of the consumer's pocket.
Mr. SlNCLAIR advocared an alteration in the
present sy"tem of measunng road metal.
Mr. BENNETT believed that the practice of
not "blindmg" new roads was productive of
most of the injury complained of.
The item was then aaeed to.
The next item proposed was '£10,500 for miscellaneous purposes, to be disrributed as follows:
-~'or the erection of toll-houses, gates, and
fencing, £3,000; to open public roads through
private property, .£5,000; for the erection of
finger and mile-posts, £f)()(}; to m~et ·contingencies ltrIsing out of the execntion of works
char?eable against the votes of 18tH and previous years, inclusive of verdicts, which may be
obtained against the department during the year,

'£2,000.
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Mr. SNODGRASS wished to know if the
Government knew of a,ny instances in which
m:mey would be reqUIred for the opening up of
roads through private property?
Mr. BROOKE knew of no special case. Applications were often made as suoh roads were
required.
The item was then agreed to.
Mr. VERDON then moved the fIodption of the
following resolution:
With power to the
Governor in Council to transfer any vote to local
authorities," which was agreed to.
On the vote of £5,000 for the formation of
cemeteries being proposed,
Mr. GILLESPIE asked if the money was to be
spent entirely on new cemeteries, or on any that
had up to the present time been only partly
fenced. He knew of claims arising in his own
district for a portion of this vote.
Mr. BROOKE replied that the vote applied
to cemeteries already made or to be formed.
Mr. SERVICE.-Is it limited entirely to
fencing?
Mr. BROOKE. -The money will be expended
in the ordinary way.
The vote was then agreed to.

_.e

PUBLIC WORKS AND IMMIGRATION.

Mr. DUFFY inquired when the Treasurer intended to take the immigration vote?
Mr. VERDON replied, on Tuesday. The
Estimates for public works be should ask the
committee to consider to-morrow.
Mr. HAINES suggested, as many hon. members were not aware of this arrangement, that
the public works Estimates should be taken on
Friday.
.Mr. BROOKE said the chi.ef architect had
waited upon the Treasurer, and also upon the
heads of his department, and informed t?em that
this vote should be taken at once. InJury had
already resulted to some public buildings from
the dela.y in passing the Estimates.
THE POLICE.

Mr. VERDON was then proceeding to move
the votes for salaries and wages in the police
department, when
Mr. PYKE moved that the Chairman report
progress.
.
This was agreed to. The House accordmgly
resumed, and the Chairman reported progress,
and obtained leave to sit again next day.
WEIGHTS AND MEa.SURES BILL.

Tbe next order of the day was the resumption
of the debate on the second reading of this bill.
No hon. member rising to addre118 the House,
the question was at once put anti earried.
The committal of the bill was ma.de an order of
the day for l!'riday.
TRADE MARKS BILL.

The second reading of this bill was postponed
until Friday.
STATE AID TO RELIGION ABOLITION BILL.

The resumption of the debate on the second
reading of this bill was likewise postponed unLll
Friday.

3
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THE MINT QUESTION.
Mr. PYKE moved" That the address to Her Majesty, praying
for the estahliRhrnent in Victoria of a branch of
the Royal Mint" agreed to by the select committee
appointed to prepa.re the same, be adopted by the
Assembly:'
The House. he said, had already agreed to the
principle of the mllltteT, ILUd it wa~ important that
the resolution should be agreed to before the
departure of thi;;j month's mail.
Mr. BROOKE denied tha.c the House had
a!1;reed to the principle, and called attention to
the fact that the question involved not merely
an expenditure of £40,000 or £50,000, in erecting' suitable buildings, and providing necessary
machinery, but an annua.l charge from year to
year in the payment of salaries. Under these
circumstances, it was doubtful whether the
House would agree to the proposition, unless
Ghey had universal currency for their sovereigns,
Nhich, according to the present understanding,
Nould not be the case. He would move, as an
lmendment, that the debate be adjourned to
TlIPsday.
:Mr. SERVICE proposed the postponement of
the question until after the disposal of the
Disease in Ca.ttle Bill.
Mr. PYKE opposed both amendments.
After some discussion, the proposition for ad·
journment till Tuesday next was agreed to.
PLEURO·PNEUMONIA IN CATTLE BILL.
Mr. MOLLISON moved that the order of the
day for the consideration of the report on l.his
bill be discharged, in order that the HOllse might
go into committee for the }Jurpose of making
certain verbal amendments.
The motion was agreed to, and the House re·
solved itself into committee accordingly.
Mr. MOLLISON proposed his first verba.l
amendment, when
Mr. SNODGRASS moved an amendment,
making It compulsory on the commissioners to
be" duly qualified veterinary surgeons."
Mr. MOLLISO~ objected to the amendment,
inaRmuch as he had stated upon ~oing into committee that he merely intended to make verbal
alterations. Apart from that, howevel, he might
say that the amendment was unneceRsary, 80,.'1 the
commissioners would be gentlt:men who held high
po~itioll8, and were in every way suited to the
office.
Mr. SNODGRASS said he wouB, if the com·
mittee allowed him, alter his amendml'nt so as to
make it necessary that one commissioner lihould
be a qualified veterinary ~urgeon.
In answer to a remark from Mr. SERVICE,
Dr. MACADA \1 stll.ted that there were three
c.)lIeges for the education of veterinary surgeons,
He thought it would hardly he advisable to make
it necessary that one of the colllmissioners should
b(l a veterinary surgeon, as he would have to
travel all over the country, which few persons
would be willing to do without being well corn·
pens tted.
Mr. FRAZER thought it was necessary that
one commissioner should be a veterinary surgeon,
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in order to prevent an unnecessary slaughter of
cattle through ignorance of the disease.
The amendment was put and negatived, and
the committee divided, with the following result:~~
7
Noes
18
Majority against the amendment 11
The following is the di vision list:AYE'3.
Mr.OhaJ;man
Mr. Humffray
- Snodgrass
- Frazer
_ Smith, L. L. - WOOQd.
-

Gray

Mr. Amsinck

N01l:S.

Mr. Grant

-

Benlltlt~

-

-

Brooke
Dlnald

-

-

Firehr~

-

Francis

Htla.ie8

Henty
Howard
- Lock
Dr. Mac!Podam

Hr. Viable
-

Molllson

- Reid
- Ridden
- Service
- Verdon

The other clauses. as amended, were then
agreed to j and,
The House having resumed,
The CHAIRMAN reported progress, and the
report was ordered to be taken into consideration on following (this) day.
PA WNBROKING.
Mr. MIC HIE then moved the House into committee to consider resolutions affecting pawnbrokinl!.
The HOUSE! ha.ving gone into committE'e,
Mr. MICHIE moved his resolutions, to the
effect that it was expedient to amend the laws
relating to pawnbroking in Victoria., and limit
thE' interest to be charged.
The reRollltinns were agreE'd to.
Mr. MICHIE then moved that a bill be brought
in for the purpose, which was also agreed to.
The House having resumed,
The CHAIRMAN reported progress.
Mr. M1CHIE then brought in the bill, which
was read a first time, and ordered to be printed
and read a second Lime that day week.
WATER RESERVOIRS.
Mr. FRAZER, remarking that no opposition
was Flhown by the Government, moved:" That, inasmuch as it is essentially necessary
for the prosperity of the country that the re~er
voirs proposed to be erected during the year 1861
should be completed with 8S little delay Il.R pOs·
Rible, this HouFle is of opinion that the neeeRKary
surveys should be immediately commenced."
Mr. LA J.O R opposed the motion, on the ground
that, involving some expenditure, it should have
originated in committee.
The motion was then agreed to.
THE POLICE FORCE.
Mr. FRAZER moveri for leave to hring in a
hill to amend the 16th Victoria, No. 24. and the
17th Victoria, No. 25, relating to the police force
in the clJlony.
Leave was granted, and the bill Wail brought
n and read a fir:<t time, and ordered to be read a
second time that day week.
THE PILOT SERYICE.
Mr. A\1SINCK moved that thefollowingo memben; b~ appointed a select commiLtee to investigate
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the state of the pilot service, together with
the circumstances connected with the late defalcations in the pilot fund :-:Mr. Verclon. Mr.
Anderson, :Mr. Henderson, Mr. Lalor, Mr. Pyke,
Mr. Franci8, and the mover; wi' h power to !lend
for persons, papers, and records; three to form a
quorum.

The motion

W8.8

agreed to.

LEGAL PROFESSION BILL.
The second reading of this bill was postponed
till Thursday; a.nd the House then adjourned at
10 minutes to 12 o'clock till 4 o'clock on Wednes·
day.

FORTY-SECOND DAY-WEDNESDAY, MARCH 20, IR61.
LEGISLATIVE ASSE:\fBLY.
The SPEAKER took his r.eat at 27 minutes past
4 o'clock.
STATE AID TO RELIGION.
Two petitions for the abolition of state aid to religion were presented to the House-one from the
inhabitants of Prahran, by Mr. J OHNSTON ; and
another from the inhabitants of IHt:llJourue, by
Mr. M'CULLOCH.
BRANCH RAILWAY TO THE NORTH· WESTERN
DISTRICT.
Dr. Ev ANS presented four petitions, from the
inhabitants of Inglewood, Kingower, M'lntyre's,
and Mount Molial!. ul and Lamplough, respectl vely,
praying the House to consider the subj~ct of the
construction of a line from the Mduourne and
Sand hurl! Rail way at CaslleDlaine to the non h·
weSlern distnct of the colony, in place of the
extension from Sandhurst to Echucll.
Mr. PRENDERGAST presented a petition, to the
same t:ffect, from \.he inhabitants of Maryborough.
'fHE WERRIBEE ENCAMPMENT.
Mr. GkEEVES gave notice that he would, on
the following day, ask what arrangements the
Government had made for the transit of volunteers on the Governmem railways to and trom
the Werribee encampment?
COLONIAL DEFENCES.
Mr. A'MSINCK gave notice that he would, on
Wednesday next, move that the House go into
committee, to consider the following rCt;olutions :
--" 'I.'hat this House approves of the scheme of
defence proposed by Captain Scrarchley, and is
of opinion that the n~ces8ary works should be
completed, aud the &.rmament procured for the
reduced scale of fortlficatlOn specified III the
report of the committee, as speedily as the condition ~f thtl public finances would permit. AllSo,
that thiS House is further of opinion, that it is
essential to the eft~clual defence of the colony
that a portion of the local force should be
embodied as a militia,and placed under discipline; and that the assistance of a cvlllpany of
ltoyal Artillery should be procured frOlD the
Imperial Government, as instructors in gunnery,
and to take charge of the batteries ami la bora.tories."
APPLICATIONS FOR COMMONAGES.
l\Ir. SNODGRASS gave notice that, on the following day, he would ask the President of the
Board of Land and Works for a return bhowing
the number and descrivtion of applicatllJlI1! for
commonage already received by the Board of

Land and Works, together with the signatures
attached thereto, the area of commonage granted,
and the grounds upon which some of the appli.
cations had been refused.
THE CONVICT SHANKLIN.
Mr. CARR gave notice that, on Tuesday next,
he would al!k the Chief Secretary, on what
grounds the condemned convict Shanklin had
been reprieved; and also whether any fresh faCTS
bearing upon the case had come to the knowledge
of the Government?
COMMONAGES.
Mr. SNt)DGRASS gave notice that, on Thursday week next, he would move that all applicatiOllS for commonages, with the signatuI"s altached thereto, be advertised for a week b~fore
being considered by the Board of Land and
Works.
THE GOVERNOR'S SALARY.
Mr. STEP HEN gave notice that, on Friday
next, he would a8k leave to bring in a bill to fix
the salary and allowances of the future Governor
of Victoria.
POLICE MAGISTRATES AT CASTLEMAINE.
1\1r. C(JAPMAN gave notice that, on the followin~ day, he would al:!k the hon. the Chief
Secretary, how many polIce magistrates were at
present resident in Castlemame, what their
duties and 8alalies were, and ~hether it would not
be a beneficial arrangeruent to appoint some of
t hem to other districts?
THE VOLUNTEER FORCE.
Mr. FOOTT gave notice that, on Friday next,
he would ask the hon. the Chl"f 8twretary, how
many Enfield and Lancaster TItles and targets
had been received by the Government for the usa
of the volunteer force of Victoria, ~d how th~y
had been dil.tributed ?
MR. CHILDERS.
Mr. NICHOLSON gave notice that, on the
following day, he would ask the Hon. CUlllmis!!ioner of Public Works, if he would lay on the
table all correspondmce between the Government
and Mr. 11. C. E. Childer!l that hau taken place
since ~1ay, 18OO?
THE GISBORNE BRIDGE.

Mr. CIIAPMAN gave notice that he would on
a future day,8.hk if the vOVerUllltlllt intenued to
compensate the carriers and others whose journeys had been delayed by the df,,,truction of the
Gibborne bridge in February 13.!jt?
Mr. BROOKE would reply at once. The Government did not intcud to give the compelllla-
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tion alluded to, because to do 80 would be
establishing a. principle which would be dang-erous
in future. (Hear, hear.)
RETURNS.
Mr. MOLLISON gave notice that he would,
on Friday next, alSk the hon. the Chief Secretary
to lay on the table a copy of the reply made to
a. memorial from the inhabitarltR of Casterton,
Digby, and Merino, that a police magil'trate should
be appOInted for the western counties, and presented to the hon. the Attorney-General during
last session of Parliament.
BllIGHTON RAILWAY EXTENSION BILL.
Mr. KING gave notice th&t he v.ould, on the
following day, move that this bill be referred
to a select committee, consistillg of Messrs.
Grant, HoustOn, Carr, Donald, and the mover.
VICTORIAN RAILWAYS.
Mr. GRANT presented certain railway returns,
which had been moved for by ,\Ir. Amsinck.
PLEURO-PNEUMONIA_
Mr. REID gave notice that he would, on the
followiug day, ask the hon. the Chief Secretary, if reports of the breaking out of pleuropneumoma at Benalla and Wangaratta had
reached him; and if they had, wht;thtr 1 here was
any objection to their being laid on the table of
the House?
HOSPITAL GRANTS IN AID.
Mr. DONALD asked the hon. the Treasurer,
whether it was the intention of the Government
to advance any portIOn of the grants in aid of
hospitals before the passmg of the Appropriation
Act? He remarked that, owinl! to the dela.y,
ill pa.ssing the Estimates, some of these establishments had great difficulty in meeting their engagt:ments.
Mr. V ERDO~, although such a practice was
striutly illegal (heal', hear), would feel jUlStified in
advancing the grants in question as soon as they
had patlsed the Committee of Supply and bt:en
reJ.lolt~d to the House. (Hear, heAr.)
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amount found to bave been received on their
account by the late clerk of the said County
Court; and if so, when?
Mr. VERDON replied that, on an examination
of the accounts of the late clerk of (he said
County Court, the Commio.;sioners of Audit had
recommended that the bailiffs should furnish a
statement of their account, which, if satisfactory, .;huilld be paid. That account bad been
furnIshed, but not yet reported on by the COIUmlssioners, and until thl#Y expressed them!>elves
satisfied with it the Government did DoL illtend
to pay the money.
SALE OF LAND AT THE ·HEADS.
Mr. LALOR asked the hon. the Commissioner
of Crown Lands and Survey, whether he had any
objection to lay on the table of the House a copy
of the report of a board appointed to inquire
whether the sale of Crown land near the lighthouse at QueenscIiff would be attended with
danger to ships entering Port Philip Heads?
He added that he alluded to the report of the
boald appointed in 1857, or about that time.
Mr. BROOKE had, upon inquiry, found no
such r~port in his own or in the hon. the Chief
Secretary's Department. He had caused further inquirietl to be made of the harbour-master.
)Ir. LALOR would state that Capta.ins Kay,
Ferguson, .Mathewl!, and Morris (of the Electra),
had been memhers of the board in question.
Mr. BROOKE would make the inquiries, and
inform the House of the result of them 00 the
following day.
CORIO ROAD DISTRICT.
Mr. LALOR asked the hOIl. thH President of
the Board of Land and Work~, why the Corio
Road District had not been gazetteu ?
Mr. BROOKE replied that the application for
the proclamation of Ihe dibtrict had passed the
Board of Publie Worh, and wuuld be submitted
to the Governor in Council on M onday next.

MR. GEORGE BROWNE.
Mr. MARTLEY asked the hon. the Commissioner of MineR, what valuation had been placed
REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONERS OF AUDIT.
by the Government valuator upon improvements
Mr. AMSIN CK postponed his question, relative effected by Mr. George Browne upon Crown
to the report of the Commissioners of Audit. upon land at Maldon, occupied by him urlder a miner's
right, and required by GoverDlnen t for the purthe state of the railway accounts, for a week.
poses of a reservoir; ard what amount of cumESCAPE OF PRISONERS.
pensation for such improvements had been
Mr. SNODGRASS asked the hon. the Chief offered to Mr. Browne?
Mr. HUMFFRAY replied that the improveSecretary, if he would lay upon the table of that
House the report of a board appointed to inquire ments had be~n valued a.t £20, and the cust of
into the eRcape of two prisoners (Ryan and their removal at £15. The latter sum ha.d bet:n
William!l) from the Kilmore Gaol last Christmas offered to Mr. Browne, but he (Mr. 11 umffray)
Day? He added that there had been a good could not tell whether it had beeu accept8d or
d~al of dissati~faction connected with this affair, aot.
as the only punishment inflicted by Government
LITHOGRAPHIC PRINTING· OFFICE.
on the offending warder was his dismissal. He
Mr. STEPHBN asked the hon. the Commishad heard that only a short time since another
pri~oner had escaped from the same gaol in sioner of Public Works, "hether the 1ithographic
branch was still carried on at the office of the
broad daylight.
engineer-in-chief of railways; and if so, whetht'r
Mr. HEA.LES presented the report asked for.
it. was the intention of the Government to remove
COUNTY COURT DEFALCATIONS.
the lithogra.phic printing to the Government
Mr. STEPHB~ asked the hon. the Treasurer
printing· office, and when?
whether it was the intention of the Government
Mr. GRANT replied that the Government
to make good to the baihffs of the County Court : lithographic printing was still carried on at tl~l'
at Melbourne the sum of £96 8s., bemg the office of the railway engineel'in-chief, but It
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would be removed immedia.tely to the Government printing· office.
MARYBOROUGH MINING BOARD.

Mr. LEVI a.sked the hon. the Commissioner of
Mines, why the Government had not appropriated
a suitable building or room for the Maryborough
Mininf BOilord to hold their meetings in, a.s in the
case 0 all the other miniLg boards in the colony?
And if it was their in ention to do so, and when?
Mr. HUMFFRAY said that, before notice had
been given of the que8tion, the nlle of the Court
of Petty Sessions of that dll,trict had been offered
under certain conditions, which he did Dot doubt
would be complied with.
TAXATION OF MINERS.

In the absence of Mr. Frazer,
Dr. MACADA'~ po~tponed the question stand·
ing in the former gendeman's name. al>kmg if
the new Gold-fields Act exempted minilJg companies from municipal taxation.
RESERVOIR AT MARYBOROUGH.

Mr. PRENDERGAST gave notice that, on
the followmg da.y, he would ask the hon. Commi8~ioner of Mines, why the reEiervoir at Blackmail's Lead, Maryboroul!h. had not been ga·
zetled? And it there was any objection to lay on
the table a copy of all correspondence on the subjt-ct, more el'pecially the report of Mr. O'Leary,
the district mining surveyor for ~1aryborough?
IMMIGRATION.

Mr. HEALES postponed the consideration of
the resolutions r.;specting immigration, of which
he had given notice, till Tuesday next.
SUPPLY.
The resolutiolls already passed in Committee
of Supply were then reported to the House, read
a second time, and agreed to.
The HOlll;e then re<,olved itself into a Commi tee of Supply, for the purpose of consineriTlg
the Estimates for the department of Public
Works.
Mr. VEltDON moved the following vote for
.. wharfs, je~ties, and harbours" :-New wharfs.
I;1heds, jetties, and approaches to wharfs in
Melbourne, ilJcluding repairs and additiolls and
embankments, &c., between railway bnd;,;e and
Falls, £5,000; for repairs to Sandri.:ige jet:y,
£500; repai.s to wharfs, sheds, and jetties,
Geelong, £500; for a jetty at Portarlington,
£1,200; repairs and additions to wharf", ap·
proaches, sheds, and jetties, throughout the
colony. £1,500; cranes for jetties, tramways,
&c., £800; completion of sheds, &c., for lifeboats, £750; for dreddng operation~, includmg
maintenance and repairs of steam dredges, &c.,
and salaries and wages, £20,000; total, £:30,250.
Mr. HOWARD expreslSed the opinion that the
same rule which applied to the public roads,
should be applied also to the public whalfs, and
that the cost of maintaimng the wharfs should
fall upon the people who USled them.
Mr. GR.EEVES said he should like some ex·
planation as to thetirbt item of the VOle-" £5,000
for uew wharfs, sheds, jetties, and approaches
to wharfs in l\lelbourne." He- was 1Iot aware
that the Government intended to erect any" new
.
wharfs, :sheds, 01" jetdcs."
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Mr. GRANT considered that the wording of
the item ",as not strictly corr<lct, but the Ministry
had only adopted the blunder of their prede~
cessors. (Laughter.} It was not the intention
of the Government to erect any new wharfs,
and the member for Ea.st Geelong must be aware
that £5 000 would go but a small way in a work
of the kind. It was the int~ntion of the Government to apply this money to the repair of
existing wharfs.
The money would be needed
for the repair of the wharf between Cole's Wharf
and the Falls, and the embankment between the
J!'aJls and the railway bridge, both which works,
in the opinion of the architect, were absolutely
necessary.
Mr. DO~ spoke to the deplorable condition of
the wharf>! in question. and the absolute nectlssity
for repairs.
Mr. GRANT had no objection, in order to
meet the views of the member for East Geelong.
to st.rike out the word "DfW." (Laugh~er.)
With regard to the ob~ervation of the member
fllr Sandhurst, it would be remembered that the
Government recently proposed to create wharfage
dues. The Government would probably make a
I'imilar proposi,ion agam, when no dOUbt, it
would be carrip,d.
Mr. SNODGRASS proposed a resolntion expressi'lg the opinion of "he committee that ~j; was
del<irable that a wbarfage rate !ihould be leVied.
The CHAIRMAN ruled that such a proposition was irregular. It would be the meaDS of
converting a committee of supply into a comnllttee of wavs and means.
Mr. SNODGRASS demurred to the ruling of
the ChaICman, and moved that the point be reported to the Speaker for his opinion.
Mr. BROOKE concurred ~ith the Chairman,
that it would be iwproper for a committee of
supply to take upon itself the functions of ~ committee of ways and means. But he conSidered
that the committee, while agreeing to the item iD
question, might express its opimon that it was
txpedient that the Government should submit a
proposition for a wharfage rate to a committee of
ways and means.
Mr. IlENDERSON thought this was an attempt, by a side-wind, to upset the understandillg
which han been arrived at by the Honse, that the
total expenditure for the year should not exceed
£3,OOO,UOO. ("Hear, heal'," and laughter.)
Mr_ NICllOLSON observed that, if the Jlroposition of the mt;mber for Dalhousie were in
order, they might adopt any propositiOn for taxation, even if it were an ad valorem duty on imports. (Hear, he&r.)
Mr. llEALES supported the ruling of the
Chairman, at the same tim" he thought that, if
the member for Dalhousie were to accept the
!Suggestion made by the Pre!Sident of the Board
of Land and Works, the difficulty would be met.
Mr. DUFFY protested against a proposition
being altered, simply to meet the views of the
Government. He objected to first one Minister
a.nd then another rising, and pointing the way in
which a prIvare member might 8ul.!gest to the
llou",e how the Ministry could take a certain
course. It was the dUly of a Government to take
that, course which their sense of propriety might
suggest, withom putting the reflpollRibility of suggesting it upon anyone else. (Hear, hea.r.)
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Mr. DROOKE was not aware tbat be had been
guilty of any great impropriety. When a point
of order arose, he thought it the duty of every
hon. member who had any advice to off",r thereon
to do so.
The question for referring the point to the
Speaker was then put, and negatived witliout a
division.
Mr. MOLT4 ISON moved tbat the sum of
,£20,000 for H dredging operations" be struck out.
Mr.lSICHOLSON, referring t·o the amount of
£500 granted to the Sandridge jetty, drew atten·
tion to the fact that more gOOd8 were landed there
than at WilliaDlstown and Geelong to!,ether.
Goods could not be landed at Geelong or WH·
lia.tlJstown for les8 than Ss. per ton, whilst at the
Sandridge jetty they were la.nded at 3s. per ton.
Only a small amount was really required to put
the road in order, but he brought forward the
matter not as one which concerned Sandridge
only, but the colony at large. It was his intention
to move for areturn showi~g ~heamount of business
transacted at the pier at Sandridge, as he believed
there was more business ca.rried on there than at
the Victorian railway piers. It Wa.8 fr'"quently
the case tha.t 11 "hips were alongside the jetty
at one time, and if the Government were desirous
of accommoda.tini.! the public, they would increa.se
the sum at pre!;ent contained in the vote.
Mr. llOWARD considered that a more impudent attempt had never neen made by an hon.
member to extort money than by the hon.
member for Sandridge. That hon. member on
the prevlOus night had got £3,000 for a road in
the centre of a mur.icipali:y, and he now came
forwa.rd and asked for the vote for the Sandridge
jetty to be increased.
The CHAIR\'lA~.-The hon. member for
Saudrid~e did not state so.
Mr. HOW ARD said the hon. member for
Sandridge had stated that it was the intention of
the late Government to place a la.rger sum on the
Estimates. In his opinion, if the mercbants of
Melbourne refused to pay for the repa.Irs of
wharfs, the Government should cease to recommend any voteR for them.
Mr. M'CULLOCH stated that whatever extra
chlll'ges were made fell upon the consumers,
and not upon the merchants; besides which,
.any extra delay occasion~d .considerable loss
and added to the price of the goolS. It was his
intenTion to vote for the sun;, being increaseli to
£;{,OOO.
Mr. HOOD said the present was not a Sandridge quell.ion, but one which affected every con·
sumer. If it was in ,he power of the committee
to take the sum of £20,000 in: 0 consideration, he
should support It, because it was a national question. The great object was to have goodtl conv~yed into Melbourne as cheaply as po~sible, and
he hoped that Dot only £3,000 but £10,000 would
be voted, so tha.t every person importing goods
,would be benefited and the consumers al~o. He
neEd not mention tha.t if the hOIl. member for
:Sandrid1!e and the hon. member for East Melbourne had can~oe8 of sugar, anJ the one had to
pay 5il. per ton oarnage more than the other,
that the other would reap a benefit. (U No, no.")
Well, he would I\ppeal to those hon. meIllbers,
·as he was certain that s\1ch was the case. lie
thought that the subject should be }>OSI poned for
the present.
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Mr. DON supported the original vote, as he
th.ought that as soon as the lines of railway
were completed to Ballarat and Sandhurst, the
Sandridge jetty would be used only by the Mel·
bourne merchants. He thought that }fplbourne
had knocked itself out of the market, and
Geelong also-(hear, hear)-and he WJ.I' glad to
say that a portion of the people of Victoria had
thus escaped from the usurping clas8 of merchants. (" Oh!") If the Government intended
to spend money on the Sand ridge Pier, they
would have to spend more each year, as the water
was gettmg shallower by two feet each year.
(" Oh, oh. ") He believed, however, that the
great bulk of the traffic would go to Williamstown
as soon as the Sandhurst line was completed, and
t hat. the jetty at Saudridge would be almost useless. Lie truilted the committee would pass the
items as they IItood.
Mr. BRODIE supported the vote, and accused
the hon. member for Sandridge of wishing to increase it for the henefit of Melbourne only.
Mr. HE~DERSON expressed himself in favour
of the votes, and thouj1;ht that if eventually It.
saving was found, it could be disbur~ed as a committee of ways and means might decide.
Dr. THOMSO~ said that it had been proved
by a report that the wharfage accommodation
at Sandrirlge was amply snfficIent.•
Mr. NIC iIOLSON.-What report?
Dr. THO"lSO~. The. last report of the
Harbour Commi~sion. He intended to support
the proposition of the Government.
;\1r. AMSINCK supported the increase of the
vote. So long as any ship lying in the bay requin'd
accommodatif>n, so long was it the duty of the Government of this count.ry to provide that accommodation. (Hear.) He thought the case was
~imilar to that of giving increased accommodation to the farming classes by the making of
roads. The qUfstion, in his opinion. was-was it
right and proper that "hips should be compelled
to remain in the bay at demurrage, when a HmaU
expenditure of this kind could !!ive facilities for
landing and traDlShipping the goods? The HobIIOll'K Bay Railway Pier had gone out some 800
yards, and was now in 23 feet depth of water, so
that he thought it would be some time before the
expense consequent on the gradual changellpoken
of by the hon. member for Collingwood would be
required. (Laughter.)
Mr. VERDON "aid it was not very long ~ince
the mover of thi8 amendment-the hon. member
for East MeLbourne-had strenuously supported
the motion that their expenditure should be kept
within three millions (hear, hear), and he did
not see what reasons had been advanced
for causing that gentleman to change his opinions.
(Hear, hear.) In his opinion, it almost aruounted
to a breach of faith WIth the Government for
any member who had advoca.ted reductions now
to ask so large an increase on a single vote, before any savings had been effected on which the
Government could faU ba.ck.
(Hear, hear.)
Again, he WI\.8 at a loss to see what the ~ain
would be if this vote were to be increased. True,
it was said, on the one hand, that the prices of
commodities would be decreased tD the consumers
by the reduction of the freight. Well, agreeing
to that, he had IItill to see how that would benefit
the conSllnwr \\ hen he had 10 pay ont ut
the other pocket in the lShalJ(l of taxation for
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the increased vote. (Hear, hear.) He thought
the hon. member who brought forward this increase was peculiarly infelicitous m doing so, inasmuoh as he had himself expressed so strong an
opinion tha~ the Estimates should be kept within
the £3,000,000. (Hear, hear.)
Mr. M'CULLOCH, while anxious to keep
down the expenditure, denied that he was in any
manner bound to the Estima.tes a.s brought forward by the Government. There were some
items he hoped he could reduce, while there were
others he would like to see inoreased. There was,
for instanoe, £18,000 for the steamer Victoria.
He should like to know what good she was to the
colony?
The CHAIRMAN reminded the hon. member
that he was not in order in discussing a question not before the House.
Mr. M'CULLOCH would not pursue the subject, but he repeated he wa.s not bound by the
Estimates as brought down by the Government.
Mr. J. T. SMITH could apprecia.te the disparaging remarks of the Treasurer wlth regard to
Sandridge, seeing tha.t that hon. gentleman represented WilliamRtown. (" Oh.") He had hImhimself advocated the extension of this jetty for
years even before they had responsibltl government; and he believed if the House did not wish
to give a monopoly to the Hobson's Bay Railway
they would support this increase. It was a matter within his own knowledge, that ships had frequently to wait for a considerable time bl::fore
they were able to get accommodation for discharging at this pier, and he would 8.8k, was not
that a loss to the country? (Hear, hear.) He
trusted, while he went willingly with the Government in their reductions, that they would not
stlck so perlinacioutlly to their own proposals as
to refuse this increase. (Hear, hear.) This improvement would m..ke a reduction to :.k from
8~. a ton in the imporlation of merchandise, by
fostering a wholesome Ijpirit of competition, and
he therefore thought it was a case ill which they
ought to give way. (Hear.) If the Treasurer
doubted that there was not sufficient accommodation for the shipping, he would aljk him to
make inquiries in hili own department, and he
would be willing to abide by its report. (Hear.)
Mr. VERDON l'epudiatt'd any intention to
dispa.rage Saudridge to the beneliL of WiHiamstown, and complained of the attack made to that
effec, by the hOIl. member who had spoken last.
(Liea.r, hear.) It Wllol! to be rtlcol1tlcted that thd
present increase was tmpported by the hon. lDember for S:mdrid!{e. (" Hear," and laughter.)
Mr. RID DELL WI~S opposed to the amendment
at the present juncture; but, at the proper ti me,
and should there be a saving made 011 the Estimates, he would support an iucrease. (Hear.)
Mr. NW UOLSON said he ha.d brought this
matter forward as a publio duty, and quite imma·
terialof the fact of his reprtlsenting 8andridge.
The work asked for was not expen~ive, and he
would be prepared to show that there were at least
ten bhips of equal tonnage discharged and loaded
at that pier to one at Geelong. That was an important fact. Again, it should be recollected
that the whole of these goods was delivered by
draymen. He knew the rates on the various railway were 6~. pel'ton, in addltion to which there
W8.8 Is. 6d. or 2s. for fresh loading to the
stores, making the freightage from the I>hipii
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Ss. per ton. On this pier goods were only
charged altogether 3s. per ton, the consequence of which was, that it was always
crowded with shipping, and there were, he
believed, at that moment, some four or five
vessels waiting to discharge their cargoes. What
he wished answered was, would the Government
force these vessels to pay 8s. a ton frei!!htage,
or wait several days for accommodation? The
Harbour Commission report had been alluded
to by one hon. member. In reference to that.
he might remark, that the commission had reported in favour of extensive docks being constructed at soma future period, but strongly
recommended the extension of this pier, and the
making of sheds as of paramount importance at.
present. For his part, he thought the large
outlay for docks might never be incurred. (Hear,
hear.) But he Iltrongly supported the extension
of the pier, and he hoped if th(> Government did
not see their way to it at present, they would
place a sum on the Estimates for the purpose as
soon as savings were made in other directions.
(Hear.)
Mr. HEALES had listened with attention to
the hon. member for Sandridge, and he had no
doubt that many other hon. members could make
out just as strong a case in favour of a particular
road or bridge as the hon. member did for the
pler.
(" Hear, hear;" an:! "Better.") He
wished to call the attelltion of the committee to
their real position. They had, to use a homely
ph ra.se, .. Cut their coat according to tht'ir
cloth." (Hear, hear,) The Government had
only a certain amount to expend, and they were
bound to expend that amount in accordance with
the best interests of the country. (Hear, hear.)
When the Government looked at thiFl particular
question, they came to the conclusiol'l that,
under the financial position of the country,
all they could be eJl pected to provide was t~
keep the pier in repair, wi I hout incurrinll the ex~
pense of fret;h works. ( Hear, hear.) The Government were not to confine themselves to Mel~
bourne, to the merchants, or to Hobson's Bay
Railway Pier. Their duty was to see whataccommodation was afforded by thls pier, as compared
with other countries. (Hear, hear.) That being
the question, he did not hesitate to say that this
pier presented accommodation Ruperior to mos_
other countries. (" Hear, hear." Mr. FrancisU No, no.")
lIe was very happy to hear that.
the only dissent to that proposition came from
the" merchant voice." If gentlemen Opposlte
said the prosperity of the country W8.8 the plOSperity of that hranch, he at once joined issue
with them. (Hear, hear.) Other interests should
be developed before even the merchant interest
could be prosperous. (Hear, hear.) With rdgard,
to the farmers' interest, it should be recollected
that many farmers grew their cropFI on the faith
of Government promises to make roads and
build bridgl::s; and these things not being done,
they were otlliged to let their crops lie and rot
upon the ground. (Hear, hear.) That was a
reason why the Government felt they were not
justIfied in allowing an interest such as he Elpoke
of tl) languish and riie out for the sake of Melbourne, the merchants, or Sandridge Pier. (Hear,
hear.)
Mr. DUFFY considered a case had been made
out for the increase, but. until it were shown to
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the House where that increase was to come from
he would not support the amendment. (Hear.)
Dr. THOMStJN opposed the amendment, be·
cause no reasons had been given why the item
should be increased. He considered that it
should be one of the objects of Government
rather to encourage private enterprise than do
away with the necessity for it. As to the expressed opinions of the Harbour CommissirlD, he
placed no reliance upon them, he preferred the
evidence.
Mr. SERVICE thou~ht it worth the consideration of the Government, even now, whether such
works as that in question should be put in the
hands of local authorities. That that should be
done was the desire of very many gentlemen in
Melbourne, and the only difference of opinion on
the ~ubject which had prevented further action
belDg taken was whether the proposed Harbour
Trust should have authority over all the bay,
or over the neighbollrhood of Melbourne alone.
He wished to point out to the notice of the House
the ingenious way in which the hone the Chief
Secretary had endeavoured to play off the coun·
try members against other sections in the
House. The hone member for Villiers and
Heytesbury had already shown how lame the
hon.- the Chief Secretary's argument was. That
hone member had told the House what it knew
perfectly well before-that crops were left to rot
lD the ground fDr want of means to carry them to
market; and yet he had refused the night before
to devote £25,000 to those very farmers for road
purposes. (Mr. IIeales.- u No.") Why, the
hone member himself had pointed out that the
vote wOllld be of no service to the mining districts,
where farming could not be carried on to any great
extent, and where there were no road boards.
(Hear, hear.) Farming, he would say, was principally carried on in the district he (Mr. Service) represented (cheers), and it was badly off for
roa.ds. (dear.) He warned those hone members
who allowed themselves to be played off by the hone
the Chief Secretary, that the result would be
that nothing would be got by anyone, :tnd trusted
that the Government would, at Dony rate, before
the session closed, reconsider the claims of the
Sandridg-e jetty.
Mr. SNODGRASS trusted the House would
hear no more of this particular vote.
Mr. MOLLISON would feel constrained, if a
division was prl'stled for, to vote against it, on
the ground I hat no votes at all should be increased
at the present time. If one increa~e was allowed,
every member would come forward to advocate
the claimll of hill own district.
Mr. M'CULLOCH rose to withdraw his amendment, and did so beheving its principle to be
correct, and satisfied that if he pressed for a
division he should carry his poiat. So many hone
memhers had expressed a desire that the motion
should be postponed till the HouAe had seen what
it could save, that he would push the matter no
further. The saving, he was sure, could easily be
effected, and he could point out several items by
which it could be manag-ed. For instance, tbere
were the votes for the Victoria steamer, troops,
immigration, and advertisements. He hoped to
submit the same question to th6 HOUl.e again.
(Hear, hear.)
~ Mr. HEDLEY, althoughconcnrring with much
that had fallen from the hon. member for Dundas
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and Follett, wished to propose this amendment :"That, in' the opinion of I his committee, the
Government should bring down a proposition to
the Committee of Ways and Means to impose a
wharfage ra.te for the construction of wharfs and
jetties." (Hear, hear.) He wished to establish
the principle that these wharfs and jetties should
be self·supporTing.
Mr. NICHOLSON thought the resolution
should be brought forward separately, when the
House WI\S not in committee.
The 0HAIRM t\N said the amendment of the
hon. member for Gipps Land was certainly not
in order at that stage.
The amendment of the hone member for Sandhurst, to omit the two first items of the vote,
was then put and negatived.
Mr. HEDLEY again proposed his amendment.
Mr. SNODIJRASS thought the point of order
should be reported to the Speaker. (H No, no.")
Mr. SERVICE opposed the amendment, believin(( it should be brought forwani in a different
way, and after due notice had been given.
Mr. Hl<mLEY then withdrew his amendment.
Mr. AM8INCK asked for information respecting the vote for Portarlington.
Mr. GRANT explained that Portarlington
was in a large agricultural district, from which
the produce was conveyed by water. The jetty
that had been built was perfecdy useless, being
in only two feet of water.
Mr. HOOD said this was another instance of
Government blundering. A jetty was wanted at
Portarlington, and the opinion of only. one
gentleman was taken as to the locality. Th ... t
gentleman being connected with a large flour
mill in the neighbourhood naturally caused the
construction of the jetty jUllt opposite his mill,
the result being tha~ It was eventually found
utterly u8eless, as there was only 2fc. of water
there, while 10ft. could have been obtained half a.
mile away.
Mr. HENDERSON said, if the district in
question was as represented by the member for
Belfast, he was surprised that so wealthy an
aggregation of agriculturists could rIot colltrive
to extend the jetty at their own eXI'ense.
(Laughter. )
Mr. CARR observed that the di8tri"~ had applied to Governmf'nt for ma'lY years, either for a.
road or a jet'y. When they asked for a Toad they
were told that what [hey really wanted was water
carriage; and when they applied for water carriage, they were told that they had better ask for a
road. (Laughter.) The snm of £1,000 was voted
under a previous Government for the purposes of a jetty, but that £1,000 would practically be thrown away unless there was an additional expenditure, and for £1,200 the jetty could
be carried out into 6~ feet of water. Land sold
in the district had brought £23 and £24 per acre,
and, considerin(( the immense amount which the
neighbourhood had thus contributed 10 the general revenue, he thought it would be hard if the
small sum now placed on the Estimates were not
granted. ( l fear, hear.) The district would have
been far better off under the old system, when
half the money which the public lands realised
went for immigralion, alld the other half, after
deducting expenses, was spent in road makmg.
Had this system been continued, there would
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have been DO necessity for asking for so paltry a
sum as £1,~ for the purpose of proviJm~ the;
means for .ahipping a large amount of agricultural produce, not only to G€elong, but to ]\lel·
bourue and the neighbounng colonies. (Hear
hoar.)
Mr. HAINES inquired whether the Government had. any schedltle of the works which they
proposed to carry out under the head of "repairs
and a.dditions to wharfs, jetties, &c., throughout the colony? "
Mr. GRA NT replied in the negative.
Mr. HAI~E3 presumed that tne money would
be spent a.s cases arose. But he would call attentlOn to the necessit} for e'{tendm~ the jetty
at Portland, which was demanded, not only on
account of trade, but for the safety of human
life. He looked upon this item as inadequate,
but he was not dill posed to propose an increase.
He would rather suggest that, in the event of
any surplus revenue. the subject should receive
attention.
Mr. DON said, if the statement of the member for Belfast were correct-that the jetty at
Portarlington had been placed in its present position, not for the public good but for the benefit
of a private indiVIdual-the official who had
sanctioned such a proceeding should be at once
discharged from the Government service. He
would recommend the Government to do as they
had done with the Sunbury s-ation, pull up
the jetty altogether, with a view to putting it ill
a proper place. Until the Government dep;trtments were properly managed. the public wharfs
and jetties, and, indeed, the whole of the civil
establishments, had better be on wheels, so that
former bungling might be remedied with the least
possible delay. (Laughter.)
Mr. JOHNSTON considered that, in the present straitened circumstances of the colony,
small savin~s were w0rth making. It had ~een
said by the member for Belfast that £1,000 was
spent four years ago in erecting a jetty opposite a
mill in tnrtle feet of water, and that the same
money wou.lrl have constructed a jetty half a
mile away in 10 feet of water. Now, if £1,000
could do that four years ago, would it not be
better. instt~ad of extending the present jetty, at
a. cost of £1,200, and then having only 6~ filet
of water. to construct an entirely new jetty at the
place pointed out by the member for Belfast?
Mr. CARR remarked that some 12 or 18
months since he pre!'l~nted a petition to the Department of Pulllic Works from 200 farmers, in
favour of this grant, and they all concurred in
saying that thiS wa!'! the right position for the
jetty. He might add that Capta.in Ross. who
had made a careful survey of the district. had
recommenc.ed no other position.
Mr. HOOD observed that one great reason for
the retention of the present jetty was. that all
the roads of the district there converged. As to
the depth of the water half a mile away. his
remarks on that subject had been founded, not
on personal knowledge, but on what he had
heard.
Mr. FRANCrS said, when he was at the head
of the Public Work'! DeplIrtment, a deputation
from the Portarlington distrIct waited upon him
with regard to this subject, and satisfied himself
and colleagues that there was a large necessity
for an extension of the jetty in question,

He recollected making the remark at the
time, that it was a. singular thing that so lar~e
an expenditure as £1,200 should have been
made merely to carry a jetty into three feet of
water. The r(~ply given to him was that the work
was performed in the old times, and the commencement of such undertakings was generally
underiltood as a pledge that they would be completed. Inquiries, however. showed that the site
selected was the only one suitable for the purpose, and the story as to the mill, he believed,
had no greater foundation than tha.t of "the
house that Jack built." (Laughter.) He protested against any hon. members aspersmg Government officials merely upon wha.t had become
traditionai'Y in a department. The statements PUt forward by the member for Bel.
fast, it appeared. were made only upon
hearsay, and yet the hon. member published them, indifferent as to whose professional
reputation was rhereby damaged. Such a cour!'e
ought to be deprecated by the House. (Hear,
hear.) It had been asserted in the course of the
discussion that £61,000 had been granted for
Sandridge jetty; but of this sum £29,000 had
lapsed, and had never been spent at all, and
therefore the work had not been of the extravagant character which hd.d been represented.
The proposal to increase the vote for that jetty
was objected to, but he could state, not OD mere
hearsay, but from J"Elrsoual experience. that it
was necessary that that jecty should be carried
into deeper water. Within the last fortnight,
arran~ements had been made for unloading a
vessel at the Sandridge Pier at a cost of 3s. per
ton, whereas the cost at the R:tilway jet'y would
be 88. Now. here was a fair gain to the public
of 120 per cent .• which wa. a material considera.tion; and, as a mercan'ile man. he cou~d say
that for every £1,000 of public money spent on a
jetty there was a return to the public of ten
times the amount. Under these cir~umstances,
while he intended to support, at the proper time.
an increase for the Sandridge jetty, he thought
the House ought to expect some further information as to the proposed expenditure of £1,500
for repairs and additions to wharfs and jetties
throughout the colony. and £800 for cranes, &c.,
for jetties. These two sum!!, for aught he knew.
might be intended for Williamstown. where
already from £300,000 to £400.000 had been
expended in a questionable way. (Hear, hear.)
He might here mention that, in order that an
adequate return might be given GO the Government for this extravagant expenditure, the
Hobson's Bay Railway Company had agreed to
impose a uniform rate of 6!!. 6d. per ton. and
thus preveJlt competition j and the only opposition which this monopoly could have would be
from the Sand ridge pier. (Hear. hear.)
Mr. GRANT observed that the two items of
£1,500 and £800, to which the hon. member for
Richmond alluded, were on the Estimates as
framed by the late Administration.
(Hear,
hear.) He had gone over the Estimates with the
Inspector. General, who informed him that those
items would be absolutely necessary.
Mr. HOWARD remarked, that as the rule
appeared to be that works. when commenced,
no matter how costly. should be completed. h~
did not see why Wllliam'ltown should be excluded
from the general arrangement.
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Mr. VERDON begged to say, once and for all,
that there was not on the whole Estimates one
shilling for the district which he had the honour
to represent.
Mr. MOLLISON moveo that the item for
dred!!ing be reduced hy £10,000. He should look
upon all future dredging operations as a complete
sha.m unle~s the work was to be performed by
contract. Not a mariner who came up the Melbourne harbour but pointed the finger of scorn
at the dredge. whICh was never seen at work.
(Laug-hter.) :\1any perllons were anxious about
the Geelon!! Bar; but. after the money spent on
account of the :\lelbourne and Geelong Railway,
he hoped the HOllse would pause before sanctioning any further expenditure in that direction.
Nearly £150,000 had been spent on steamdredging operations, and he should like to know
what cl)ulri be Ilhown for it? (Hear, hear.)
Mr. GRANr said two dredges were employed
at Geelong, and one a.t Melbourne. The Government p:-oposed to dispense with one of the
dredges at Geelong, and for the reason that they
had received the intimation that morning that the
channel (one chain wide a.nd 18 feet deep) had
been cut throu~h. He was informed, however,
that the work would be comparatively useless
nnles'! the channel was widened another chain.
The Government conceived that the amount put
on the E~timates would not be more than sufficient for the present year. They could not dispense wi rh the dredging-machines on the Yarra,
as they believed they were very useful, inasmuch
as already a shelf of rocks near the junction of
the Saltwater River had been partially removed, and a channel to the south completed.
It had been recommended by the Harbour
Commission that the dredge should not be dispensed with.
Mr. GREEVES trusted the committee w01l1d
not agree to any reduction. as the vote already
had been reduced considerably. The sum originally placed on the Estimates was a reduction, and therefore he considered it should
not be further reduced. He was quite willing to
confess that a g-reat deal of money had b'een
spe!lt with very li· tle advantage, but he thought
the people of Melbourne and Geelong should not
be made to suffer for the hlunders of the Government. With regard to M, Ibourne, he might inform hon. memhers that the river had been considerably deepened; and with reg-ard to Geelon~,
since a committee had been appointed to push on
the works the results had been most satisfactory.
The bar had been cut through; hut as the channel
was too narrow, according to the opinion of a
competent engineer, it was necessary that more
money should be voted to Widen it. It was a
chain wide at the top, but narrowed to the deepest
point in the centre, which was 18 feet. He
trusted, for the reasons he had stated, that the
amount would not be reduced.
Mr. GRAN'i' sai.d, in reference to the remarks
of the hon. member, that the channel at Geelong
had been cut one chain wide at the bottom.
Mr. GILLESPIE thought, if the channel were
widened tu two chains, the bulk of the traffic to
the western districts would go by water to Geelong (hear, hear) instead of, all at present, by railwa.y, and the charge for the rail IV ay carriage would
be savf'd. There was a committee now in constant
superintendence of the dredging works. (" No,
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no.") Well, to inspect the works; and he considered that should be sufficient guarantee to the
committee tha.t the money would not be wasted.
He would suge;elit that, instead of taking one of
the dred!!es from Geelong, the dredge on the
Y ar~a. shoul~ be taken away, as at present, accordmg to mformatlOn he had received, they
were not. deepening the river one foot. (" Oh,
oh.")
Mr. WOOD9 would like to ask the CommisRioner of Public Works abou t the operations now
going on in the Yarra, as he believed there was
a great deal of money being wasted. About Geelong he would no" say anything, as everyone knew
that cutting through toe bar there had been
the greatest blunder ever made-the wrong spot
having been selected. He believed that as long
as the present en~ineer had charge of the works,
rhe item would never gf't· off the Estimates.
(" Oh, oh.") With reference to the Yarra,
he would remind the committee that on a
former occaiion when the same vote was
before them, the Commissioner of Works of
that day promised the House some little information with regard to a large quantiry of pla.nt lying
useless then, and now, on the banks of the Yarra,
including, among other things, a steam crane.
That information, however, bad never been
given, and he would now repeat his question as
to what use that plant was to be converted !o ?
Mr. SrEPHEN said he had just been informed
that. the Donald M'Kay was arriviYlg in the bay,
and that the other ships were drawing away from
her, from fear of contagion. The matter waS' so
serious, that he thought it was necessary to direct
attention to it.
Mr. VERDON stated that he had been informed by the engineer that the new channel
in the Yarra had been cut to the depth of 14ft.
As regarded the steam-crane and other things
alluded to by the hon. member for Crowlands,
he might inform the committee that those works
were undertaken at the suggestlOn of the hone
member for Ripon. He !ihould not have referred
to the matter were it Dot that the gentleman now
superintending the dredging operations might be
blamed for the gross blunders which had bet'n
committerl by his predecessors. He m1llht state
that the Government of a previous day h\\.d been
considerably duped (hear, hear), as the mud
punrs were reported to carry more than they
really did, and the channel was represen'ed to be
deepened more than it reaIly was. The same
gross mismanagement lid not, however, exist at
present.
Mr. FRANCIS thought it due to the hone
member for Ripon, who was not in his pla.ce, to
mention t hat. that hon. member was in no way
responsible for the blunders which had been
made as rf'garded the iron cases or mud punts.
(U Who is responsible ?") The hon. member had
8ug,~ested two years ago that the silt raised from
the Yarra should be used to reclaim the banks of
the Yarra, but the engineer to whom the works
were entrusted proved utterly incapable of carrying out the idea; so that the blame did nut rest
upon the hon. member for Ripon. With reference
to the observation of the hon. member for Ballarat, that the dredging operations at Geelong
were under the superintendence of cl. local
commit, ee, he would IItate that such was not the
case. The people" GeeloDg had insisted upon
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the work being let by contract; and, in order that
the ardour which was oozing out of their fingers'
ends might be cooled. they had permission to
vi-it and inspect works each week, and make the
representa.tions to the head of the department.
Since that time, he believed that the Gedong
people would confess that Mr. Burnett had welJ
performed his duty. (Hear, hear.) He saw no
reason why. if the cha.nnel were cut to 18 feet
deep, they should go to greatt:r expense in the
pre!lent year.
Dr. TlIOMSON said the Geelol'g people had
never asked for anything unreasonable (" Oh,"
and laughter); and such was his confidence in
the committee, that he believed the vote would
pass without reduction. (Hear, hear.)
Mr. WOODS said he had not as yet received
from the Commissioner of Public Works any information concermng the quantity of plant on
the banks of the Yarra.
Mr. HOW ARD thought it was useless for the
hon. member to repeat his inquiries, if he could
not get sa.tisfactory answers last session. What
he wanted to know was, how much would be
spent a.t Gee long and how much on the Yarra?
Mr. G RA ~T .-£12,000 at Geelong. The sum
now on the Estimates was considered sufficient
to defray the expenses of finishin,l! a second
channel. The cha.nnel had been commenced,
three chains wide, but had been reduced afterwards; and if it was to be of any use, it would
be necessary to cut it one chain wlder. It was
tllO miles and a half long.
Mr. SERVICE said it was not his intention
to oppose the vote; but he wished to reply to
some observations made by the hon. member for
Crowlands. With reference to the mud punts,
there was no peroon in that House to whom the
charge of procurmg thern could be brouU'hi
home. Be might simply state, however, that
the proposition trat the mud should be deposited
on the blmks of the river was submitted by him to
the House, and approved of by a large majority,
as it was thought it would have two objt:cts-namely, relIeving the bay from having the silt
deposited mto It, and also reclaiming what otherwise would be useless land. The system had been
tried on the Clyde, and had an,wered well.
The House had not at that time statE-d how the
work should be carried out, and a mode was
adopted by the officer then under the Government-a mode from which he (Mr. Service) at the
time dissented. He was quite aware that a great
quantilyof plant had been placed on the banks
of the river. at an outrageous expense, but the
HouRe was not responsible for that. In his
opinion, it would be better now to deposit the
silt upon the bank.s.
Mr. CARR wished to correct a misapprehension that had gone abroad, namely, that there
was some antagonism between the Chamber of
Commerce and the gentleman who was carr),ing
out this work. lIe could assure the committee
that there was no such feeling existing. (Hear.)
Mr. JO BNSTON wished to inform the committee that when in office he had been .... aited
upon by a deputation from Gedone:, and the
efft:ct of the com.munications made to him was,
that much more W"harfa~e would be required now
that deeper water had been obtained.

The CHAIRMAN then put the question, that the
vote for dredging be reduced by £10,000, which
was negatived without a division.
The original vote for £30,250 was then put,
and carried.
POLICE BUILDINGS.

Mr. VERDON next moved that a sum of
£20,400 be granted for police bUlldings, viz.-For
police quarters, lock-ups, fireplaces, sheds, portable hOQ,.'les and lock-ups, transport, outbuildm~s,
and repairs and additions to police buildings
generally, £20,000; furniture for the police,
£400.
The vote was agreed to without discussion.
GAOLS.

Mr. VERDON then moved that a sum of
£47,000 be granted for the pnrpose of gaols,
viz.-Towards the Central Gaol, Melbourne,
£6,000; towards the gaol at Ararat, £4,000; do.
Ballarat, £6,000; do. Beechworth, £8,500; do.
Castiemaine, £J,OOO; do. Geelong, £5,000; do.
Maryborough, £4,000; do. Sandhurst, £7,500 ;
do. Kllmore, £2,000; for repairs and additions
to gauls as required, £1,000. Total, £47,000.
Mr. STEPHEN called attention to the fact
that the gaol at Castlemaine had been built of
very bad stone, while the finest granite was to be
had in the neighbourhood.
Mr. IIADLEY complained that the sum of
£4,000 originally put Oll for Kyneton Gaol had
been struck off. He should liku to know if any
provLSion were made for it ?
Mr. IlEALES explained why the £4,000 for
Kyneton had been struck off. The Government
were under the necessity of keeping down the
Estimates, but they knew that, wht:rever works
had been commenced, it was necessary to allow
a sum to be taken for the purpose of cornple,ing these works. In rl'ference to the case of
Kyneton, it was found that no contract had been
entered into, and therefore the vote, not being a
necessary one, was struck out. (Hear.)
Mr. WILKIE observed that there was a rumour
spread about town that the old Melbourne Gaol
was about to be taken down as part of the
improvements. He wished to know if that
were so?
Mr. BENDERSON corroborated this rumour,
observing that it was stated the new building,
which was very unlike a gaol, was intended as a
resiLience for the Governor. He wished to know
if that were the fact?
Mr. GRAN'r might state that, with the exception of Kllmore, the different sums put down
on this vote would comDlete the existing contracts. (Hea.r, hear.) As to the quelStion of the
hon. memuer for Polwarth, he might state that
the new buildings 10 the Melbourne Gaol were
Hected on a. plan which might ullimately result
in pulling down the old gaol, buc it was llOt the
intention of the Governlllent to do anything of
the kind for many years to come-not, perhaps,
for a quarter of a century. (" llt:ar," and
laughter.)
The vote was then agreed to.
PENAL ESTABLISHMENTS.

Mr. VERDON next prc-posed a sum of £7,000
for penal establishments, viz.-New buildings for
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female prisoners, and repairs and additions to
buildmgs and hulks, £7,000.
The vote was agreed to without discussion.
LUNATIO ASYLUMS.

Mr. VERDON then proposed £10,000 for
lunatic asylums, viz.-Additions and repairs to
the Yarra Bend Asylum, including fittilJg~ and
fUlDiture, £10,000.
Mr. AYl81NCK asked, would this sum complete the establishment?
Mr. GRA~T was not in a position to say
whether this sum would complete the establishment; but he might observe that the works
now proposed were imperatively necessary. At
the prestllJt time, the provisions for the inmates
of the new houses had to be carried over half a
mile.
Mr. GREEVES suggested that the quarantine
Sanatorium mIght be made aVll.ilable for the
purposes of the convalescent inmates of this
hospital.
Mr. HEAL ES objected to the proposal of the
hon. member for Wt'st Geelollg. The Sanatorium
referred to was a place for receiving persons
suffering from contagious diseases. He might
allude \.0 the recent case of the arrival of the
Donald :M'KaYt which had convineed him of
the necessity of retaining this quarantine Sanato·
rium; and that It ought not to be appropriated
to the reception of patients from the Yarra
:Bend or elsewhere. With respeCL to that vessel,
he might remark, that when she came inside the
liead", a representation was made to the GovernlIlent that the owners were prepared to fumigate
her, untlhip the men, the master, and all the
officers, place them m the Sanatorium, and put
ill a fresh crew to take her up to Melbourne.
Under the advice of the chief medical officer, the
Government i~sued a proclamation that, on
fumigating the vessel, and landing the whole of
the passengers, crew, and officers at the Sanatorium, if the chief medical officer should be of
oplllion there was no danger of conta;.:ion, then
1 hat she might be allowed to come up to the bay.
(H"ar.)
Mr. D UF FY observed that instead of one house,
as the Cuief Secretary seemed to suppose, there
were a number of buildir'gs at this Sanatorium,
~ome of which were as dis ant from others as that
House was f(om the 1I1elbourne lIo~pital. He
was of opinion some of them might be put to
other purposes than those for whlch they were
used at pregent.
1\1r. E:\IBLING considered that the subject
was very important, and one that should be discussed, for the Lunatic Asylum was now terriuly
overcrowded. Everyone wbo knew anything of
luna.tics was aware of the impoltance of changing
thtJir locale, for their disease rarely depnved
them entirely of reason - they Imd rational
moments, when they became painfully aware
of their condition--and he quite agreed with
the hon. member for East Geelong, that terrible
consequences frequently ensued from the present
condition of the Lunatic Asylum. As to the Sanatorillm, he thought it would be far better to insist
upon the vaccination regulations being fully carri"d out, rather than to keep a large ves~el with
hundreds of pa'sengers detained at the quarantine ground for weeks, as was the case at the
}Jl'e::,ellt moment willl the l)omdd ..\1' K<l.,Y, ~jecallol;:
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a few mild cases of smallpox had made their appearance. It was high time the Government
made themselves aware of the exact utles to which
the establishment at the quarantine ground could
be put.
Mr. I1EALES had felt the importance of the
matler very much. Before he bad gone into
office he had thought that something might be
done; but ~ince he had emered upon his official
duties, he had been afraid to take upon himself
the responsibility of opposing the chief medical
officer. lie fully intended to vi~it the Sanatorium at the Heads, and if the suggestions of
the medical members of the House who had
spoken could be carried out, he should be glad to
see it done. (IJea,r, bear.)
Mr. JOHNSTON had rrfused to attempt the
cutting down the public expenditure to £3,000,000,
because he foresaw the inju~tice that would arise
from so doing. The pres(-nt was an instance in
pomt. It had been attempted to dispense wlth
the CruellY with which lunatics were now
necessaoly treated, in bting moved about
the country from one watchhouse to another, and, therefore, £1,500 had origina~ly
been put down on the Estimates for a lunat1~
asylum at some place up the country, in the line
of the Government rai!waYR, but that amount
had had to be cut off. £10,000 had also been intended for a reformatory, but now only £5,000
appeared. The HouRe was only just now beginning to find out the comequences of its rash
decision. He was in favour of devoting par; of
the Sanatorium to the purposes of a IUl,atlC
asylum; but could hardly go the length of the
hon. member for ColLingwood, who appeared to
desire the II bolition of quarantine altogether.
That hon. membpr should know That a mild case
of smallpox at the Ileaus llllght become very
malignant in Melbourne; and as smallpox had
hitherto been pretty slIccessfully kept out of the
country, it was worth wbile ~t1l1 to pay to keep it
out. He did not, however, believe that the whole
of the buildings at the Heads wtre r\;qUlred.
Mr. STEPHEN hoped the statement of the
hon. the Chief Seeretary would allay much
alarm; but it would be stJIl Letter if a board
of medical men were appointed to inquire into
the suhject.
The item was then ag;.oeed to.
A RE}'ORMATORY.

Mr. VERDO~ moved that a sum of £:"1,000
be granted towardN buildiug a reformalOry fur
juveniles.
In anbwer to :\oh. A"!IlSIN('K,
Mr. GRANT said no site had been fixeo upon.
Mr. HOWAitD suggested that the barr:ll:ks on
the 8. Kilda-road should be used for the purpose,
as it would be long before they would be required.
Mr. DUFF Y would sUl!gest the use of 0: her
barracks-uamely, those forllll'l"ly used for immigration purpo8es at Geelollg. (H~ar, hear.) They
had been useless for some time, and would probably he so for maI1Y more years; and as the
epol could be reached by a (Jov,rnment line of
railway, and (-onsequently wi hout exp('nse, the
site would be most eltgible. If o\;;;"),OUO were ~peIlt
on foundations, the building would not be finished
for many yearR, whereas the G~elOlJg barra.cks
could be had at once.
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telegraph stations, &c., £12,000, to be distributed
as follows :-- For buildings for electric telegraph
and post-office purposes, including additions and
COURT-HOUSES.
repairs, £8,000; for bUildings for electric teleMr. VERDON moved t!iat £8,160 be voted for jiraph and post-office purposes for new gold-fields,
court-houses, a.s follows :-Towards the comple- £2,000; furnilure and fitting!> for electric teletion and erection of eourt-houses for the hol"ing graph stations and post-offices, £2,000.
of courts of circuit, general and petty sessions,
1'he vote was agreed to.
county courts, courts of mines, and keepers'
WATER SUPPLY FOR THE GOLD-FIELDS.
quarters, including fittings, repairs and additions
Mr. GRANT postponed the vote for water
to existing bUildings, £5,000; towards the erection and completion of court-houses of petty supply till Wednesday next. (Hear, hear.)
FENCES.
sessions at the following places:- Back Cree){,
£350; Buninyong, £200; Caramut, £150;
Mr. VERDON moved that £7,OOO!be voted for
Eltham, £260; Geelong, £150; Kyneton, £600; fences and repairs to fences, as follows:Linton's, £750; Omeo, £350; 8andridge, £350.
.l<'encing police reserves, £2,000; fencing public
Mr. S'fEPIIEN hoped the vote would be post- buildings and lands, £2,000; fencing and imponed, in order that the wi"hes of the Filzroy proving public parks, ga.rdens, aud lands,
Mllnicipa.1 Council for a grant for their court- £3,000.
house might be met.
1'he vote was agreed to.
Mr. VERDON was of opinion that the addiIn answer to Mr. CHAPMAN,
tion might be made hereafter, if a sufficiently
Mr. GRANT said the money would be spent
good cause were made out.
under th~ supervibion of his own department.
The vote was then agreed to.
RENTS AND FURNITURE.
MJLITARY BARRA.CKS AND WORKS OF DEFENCE.
Mr. VERDON moved the following vote:Mr. VERDON moved that £17,500 be voted For rentt! or public offices and buildings, £13,000 ;
for military buildings and works of defence, as fittings and furniture for public offices, illdudlllg
follow!! :-Barracks, quartars, &c., for military, rel;airs, £5,000. Total, £18,uOO.
The votc was agreed to.
including boundary wall!', fittings, furniture, &c.,
.f."U,500; for the erection of battene;;, and otber
defences, £10,000; repairs and additions to miliMISCELLANEOUS.
tary buildings, £1,000.
Mr. VERDON then proposed the following
In anllwer-to Mr. HOWARD,
"Miscellaneous" vote: --For comp)~ting the new
Mr. VERDON said t.he vote~would allow the Treasury, including fittillgs and turniture,
Government to place at the disposal of the mili- £10,000; repairs, &c., to Parliament Houses,
tary officers accommodation for which a very £500; furniture and fittings for Public Library,
helLvy rent waR now paid.
£1,000 ; quarters for keepers of powder magaMr. SNODGRASS asked where the saving had zines at Melbourne and J<'ootscray, £750; for
been made?
additIOns to the Governm(;lJt printing-office,
Mr. VERDON said that £35,000 had been £3000; for a photographic office for Departoriginally set down, but it had becn reduct:d m~~t~ of Land and ~u~vey, .1::750 ; repairs and
to the pre~cnt amount, because, in the abscnce adlhtlOns to public buIld,u.lgs, an~ I~ymg on .gas
of the necel'sary artillery, there was no occa- and water. £5,OO~ ; addltlOnal bUlldlllgs, fenclll~,
!;ion for all the fortifications at the Heads_. tree guald~, repairs, and other works at Botamc
Geelong, and in Hob~on's Bay 10 be completed at I Gardens, £1,000; fencing and ,buildings f~r
once. It was DDly intrnded to complete the: zoologll;al purposes, Royal Park, £1,000 ; pubhc
fortificatioLs !n Hobson's Bay this y"ar. It had , buil.d~ngs on, the gold-fitdds, iDc1u~iDg repairs and
also been COllsldcn:u- and in that opinion Captain; addItIOlls, £4,00.0.; .!or cOlllplt:tmg. an artesian
Seratchley agreed With him-that a large portion well at Quct:mchfi, £2(,0; Olber public works and
of the works might be erected by cOlloact, and, building", ~~,OOO. '1'0111.1, £:::3,200.
.
therefoJe the sprvices of tbe larO'er portion of the
i'lr. DUE 1< Y observed that, atttor heanng the
engint~erin!{ staff here could b; dis\Jt.'nsl'd with. report of the areilltect, the Library Committee
A memorandum had been already laid bdorc the had come to the cOllclusion that .t.l,uOO would
Governor, that, after a few men had Leen be necessary for the furniture, fittiugl!, and reretaim:d to I'upervise the contrlLct works the plurs of the Parliamentary lir:rary, and he would,
remainder might be sent la Nt:w Zt;aland. (hear tuerdore, move that the Item for" repairs, &c.,
hear.)
, I to Parliament Houses" be increased to that
In answpr to 3Ir. L. L. Si\lITII,
extellt.
'rhe amendment was agreed to without comMr. VERDO~ !'aid he was m,t in a position to
Ray what furtlficatiolls were recommcllued for mE-nt.
Philip Island.
Mr. MYLES inquired whether any informaThe vote was then agreed to.
tion had reachtd the Public Work!l Department
on the subject of the artesian well at QueensLH;}I'rHOm~E~ AND LIGHTSHIPS.
cliff?
Mr. VEltlJ0~ movpd the following I!rant :Mr. GRANT said the well had been sunk 300
For lighthouses and ligl:tships, £8,500, distri- feet, aud it was propo~ed to bpend £200 more in
buted as follows :--.1<'01' a ligbthoulle at Shor.- the Sanle direction, the COlSt of sinking bemg about
land's Bluff, including reruoval or re-enc- £1 per foot. lIe was informed that there was
tion of l(.wer ligh l , &c, and keeper's qu:tr- every expectatIOn of strtking water within the
ter, &c., .t.~,!i!)O; reJ.>airs and addi\.ioJls to h;rht- 200 flet.
houi:ics, £1,1)(;0. For po::;t-vllict' LuilJilJg;;, clclaric
Thll \ote wa:; then agr(;(;d to.
Mr. GRANT, with the leave of the committee,
would postpone the item. (Hear, hear.)
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THE VICTORIA.N HAKSARD.
THE POLICE.

Mr. VERDO N then moved that the sum of
£208,776 be granted for the salaries and wages
of the police.
Mr. GREEVES said the moving of a vote of
t;'is \Jharacter and magnitude at !l0 late an hour
was taking the House somewhat by surprise
(bear, hear), and a great many hon. members
had left, under the impresRion that no other Estimates than those for the Public Works Department
would be taken that evening.
Mr. DUFFY observed that the committee had
spent four hours over one vote, and he trusted
there would be no objection to going on with the
Estimates as far 88 possible.
Mr. DON suggested that the vote should be
taken item by item.
Mr. VERDON hoped the course which had
already been adopted would be continued, particularly as it was to be presumed that the alterations, if any, would be exceptional.
Mr. SNODGRAS8 inquired what services
the lDspecting superintendent rendered? 'I'bis
gentleman had received four months' leave of ab·
sence; and so far as he (Mr. Snodgrass) could
learn, had no particular duty to discharge.
Mr. HEAT.ES said there was no doubt that the
member for Dalhousie was fully aware of the
fact that the officer known as the inspecting
superintendent had given to the Government
such information as had caused considerable reductions in the police force. (Hear, hear.) Not
only had he done this, but he had intimated that,
if his wishes and advice were carried out, he
(lould show a clear reduction of something
like £50,000 on the police Estimates for this
year, beyond the reductions already made.
(Hear, hear.) He (Mr. Heales) might tell hon.
members that, from these circumstances, it be(lame necessary that he should have the command of the services of this officer at any time
that they might be required. He accordinl'Jy requested the chief commissioner of police to order
the inspecting superintendent to remain in town.
This was done. However, other circumstances
arose which made it necessary to ask for leave
of absence on his account. He (Mr. lIeales) submitted the whole question to his colleagues, and
leave of absence was granted for two reasons: first, that the officer shOUld be at hand at any
time when advICe was wanted j and, secondly,
that, owing to his advice, It w&.s impossihle
for him to retain his former sphere of action.
(Hear, bear.) IIe (Mr. l1eales) was not
,prepared at once to carry out the advice of
the inspecting superintendent, as given. He had
been fully impressed with the Importance of that
.advice; and he was of opinion that some further
reductions could be made, but for this additional
information was necessary. However, when the
,Government were fully satisfied tha.t t.he reduc
tions could be made as suggested, with a due
regard to the efficieucyof the force, they would
be ready to make them, although they might have
the VOtbS at their dispo~al. (Hear, hear.) He
was quite aware that a j.:eneral prineiple was involved in these reductionR. ComparIng the posi·
tion of the police of this coloDY with that of
Great Britain, there was no position connected
with the former which could be defended. In
(in:at Britain, there was one policeman to every
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1,000 of the population. Here, there was one
policeman to every 418 people. This was ~
position which could not lIe defended. He was
quite aware that it would be argued that there
Wl\S a great difference between the two countries.
But where was the difference? Tha.t was what
he wanted to know. ( Hear, hear.) I t was
usually considered tha.t densely· populated distric' s
reqUired less prott!ctlOn than those which were
thmly populated; and yet, in Melbourne, there
was OLe policeman to every 230 persons; wlule,
at such a place as Mountain Creek, the proportion was 1 to 1,600. A smaller police force was
required whertl people were well Bettled, and
where they ml6ht be expected, by the ordinary
SOCIal ties, to render mutual protection, than
at a. H new rush," where the very scum of the di,,gings population resorted and made their harvest.
This rule, however, had not been observed
hitherto in the police arrangements, and therefore he conteJlded that the dis,ribution of the
police force was unequal. (IIear, hear.) Then,
again, it must be admitted on all hands that the
force had been expensive beyond all dt:fence.
Still he was adverse to making any further reduction un il he rt!ceived information which
warranted him in so doing. When that was in
his po~session. he should not he6ita! e to recommeno the further reduclion to hIS colleagues.
Mr. DU FFY thought sufficient reason had been
shown for retaining the inspecting superintenderrt.
The ouly objection taken against him was that
he had foul' months' leave of absence, but this
had been fully answered by the . Chief Secretary.
Mr. SNODGRASS denied the statement. He
contended, also, that the comparIson make by
the Chief Secretary was not applicable. The
population of Great Britain was very different to
that of this country. One was fixed; the other
was unsettled, and included a large proportion of
the convict element. He maintained that an increase, rather than a decrease, in the police force
was required.
Mr. WILKIE moved that the Chairman report
progress.
Mr. HE ALES explained that the duty cf the
inspecting superintendent had been for years past
to visit the various stations throughout the colony;
and be had always been considered a. ruoat valuable officer.
Mr. J. T. SMITH trusted the Government
would consent to a postponement of th" item, as
there were many other votes with which they
could proceed. If a. feeling of insecurity was to
be brought about by the reduction of the policeif those men who worked night and day for less
wages, some of them, than a day labourer, were
to be stIll further reduced--the matter was one
which should be well considered. If the ordmary
constable's pay was reduced 2s. per day, all Illducement to good men to remain in the
force \\-ould be taken away; and such a.
system was not one which would answer in
this colony, as, by constant changes, the
force would lose its efficiency. With regard to
the officers, he thought it I'hould be taken into
consideration that lI.reat inducements had been
offered to men to rise from the ranks to officers,
and that, thenfore, their cases should be taken
into consideration. If the constables' pay was
reduced, crime would increase 50 per cent.
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(" No no.") Well, he would inform hone members that many of their bonded stores were frequently left. unlocked in charge of the police,
and on that ground it wa.s therefore necessary
that those men should be treated in such a
manner as to make them interested in the service.
With regard to the superintendent, he would say
that sucll an officer was perfectly necessary, and
he could mention many cases in which the utility
of that officer had been proved. On the whole,
he considered that the police should be placed
in such a position as to put them beyond temptation., especially.Jos in numerous cases they had
large sums of money in their custody. A reduction of 2<1. a-day mighc appear nothing to hone
members, but 14~. a week would be found to be
such a consideration to the police-conRtables, that
many would be induced to leave the force if such
a reduction was ma.de ; and then not only would
people of capita.llea.ve the colony, but also those
who regarded their safety and comfort. In conclusion, he would say that, considering the state
of the country, there was greater necessity for
maintaining an efficient police here than in any
other part of the world. He had many statistics
to which to refer, and therefore he trusted the
Government would consent to the motlOn that
the Chairman report progress. (H No, no.")
Mr. MACKrNrOSn, although not holding the
high opinion of the police expressed by the last
8peak~r, was, nevertheless, opposed to the reduction proposed by the Government. The police
had already been cut down too much, and if any
further reduction was made, the force would cease
any longer to be the fine body of ruEln it was at
present. In the mother country the police had
50 or 100 per cent. greater wages than the ordinary labourer. (<I No, no.") Although it was
said that they were obliged to dress well-yet, at
the same time, their appearance reflected great
credit upon them. He mtended, on every item
where h Wl\S proposed to make paltry reductions, to offer oppo,ition, and he should Iherefore
support the motion. for reporting progrells.
( .• Report progress;" "Go on.")
Mr. FRAZER expressed himself in favour of
proceeding with the vote, as they had already
gone into the first item, and had heard the arguments on bot.h sides. (" Report progress,"
from Mr. Carpenter.) If the hone member his
colleague proposed 10 read all the papers in his
possession, there was the more reason for di~pos
ing of the vote that night. (" Report prngresR,"
huUl Mr. Carpenter.) If the hone member
would or.lv cease hiR growlingMr. CARPE~rER rose to order. lIe objected to heing- insulted by the hon. member.
Mr. FRAZER meant to say, if the hone member would ceaStl making a noise (" You are always
growling," from Mr. Carpenter.) He trusted
the committee woulrl proceed with the vote.
.Mr. L. L. SMITH supported the motion for
reportlDg progre!ls.
Mr. CHAP '\lAN opposed the motion, and expressed an opinion tha.t hone members would be
consulling the interel!ts of their constituents and
the country generally by proceeding with the
busine~s before them.
Mr. J. T. SMITH protested al!ainst the statement of the lal!t hone member, that the country
members wasted the time of the House. (Hear,
hear.) As a very old member. he had shown
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much more patience than the hone gentleman
(hear, hear); and he thought the hone member
was going rather too far in saying he wished to
waste time. (Hear, hear.) He believed the
House would agree with him, that the hone
member for Castlemaine had for the time he was
in the House wasted mortl time than he
(Mr. Smith) had. (Hear, hear.) He took
a warm interest in this question, and he
warned the Government that this was not
a qllestion of mere money, but of the future peace
and security of the country. Those policemen
were found true men in times past, and the reward now offered them was that 20 per cent.
should be taken off their pay.
Mr. HUMFFRAY would ask that the question of reporting progress should be dealt with.
The CHAIRMAN said the hon. member was
in order in giving his reasons against reporting
progress.
Mr. HEALES very much regretted the tone
that had been assumed by certain hone members.
He was himself just as desirous for the peace and
prosperity of this country as any hone member
m the House. (Hear, hear.) He thought, considering the tone of hone members, that no settlement come to that night could be satisfactory ;
and, therefore, he would suggest that the question of reporting progress be agreed to. (Hear,
hear.)
The House then resumed, and the CHAIRMAN
reported progress.
MELBOURNE AND ESSENDON RAILWAY.
Mr. KING moved that leave be given to print
the evidence taken before the Select Committee
of the Legislative Assembly upon the Melbourne
and ESRendon Railway Act ExtenSIOn Bill.
Mr. DON hoped the printing would be at the
company's expense.
The motion was agreed to.
PO UNDKEEPERS.
Mr. WILKIE moved that this House will, tomorrow, resolve itself into a committee of the
whole, to consider certain resolutions affecting
the payment of salaries to pound keepers.
Mr. CARR seconded the motion, which was
agreed to.
DROMANA JETTY.
Mr. LYALL (amid cries of " Postpone") moved
that the flouse should go into committee for the
purpose of granting £2,000 for Dromana Pier.
A fter a short discussion, the motion was
postponed to that day week.
PAYMENT OF MEMBERS BILL.
Mr. PRENDE ltGAST, in the absence, through
illness, of the hone and learned member for the
Avoea, wished to postpone the second readinlZ of
the Payment of Members Bill, and he would like
to know from the Chief Secretary if it would be
allowed to take precedence on an early day?
Mr. HOW ARD moved. and Mr. LEVI S6conded, that the second reading be postponed to
that day six months.
Mr. HENDERSON thought it wo-lild-be most
imprudent to adopt the course proposed by the
hone member, inasmuch a8 the bill had been
introduced by resolution of the House. He
thought the other House of Parliament ought
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to be allowed an opportunity of giving their game laws were proposed to be enacted here. The
o.nly object wa~ to protect inlported birds land naopinion on the question.
Mr. HOW ARD withdrew his amendment, and tIve game dunng the breeding season. (Hear.)
The second reading was then agreed to.
the second reading was adjourned to Tuesday
next.
The House then went into Committee pro
forma,
and progess reported.
GAME PRESERV ATlON' BILL.
PLEURO·PNEUMO~IA BILL.
Mr. SNODGRASS moved, and Mr. LYALL
The Honse then proceeded to the considera·
seconded, the second readmg of the Game Pretion of the report of the committee on this bill.
servation Bill.
~he Clerk read, over the various amendments,
Mr. DON protested against introducing game whICh were agreeu to.
laws into this country, and he trusted that
The bill wa, then read a third time and passed
at that late hour, and in a very thin House, the a message being ordered to be sent to the othe:
motion would not be pressed.
House, transmitting the measure for their conMr. VERDON and Mr. HENDERRON sup- sideration.
The HOUl'le adjourned, at 25 minutes to 12
ported the second reading, on the ground that It
was a misapprehension to suppose the English o'clock, till 4 o'clock this day.

FORTY-THIRD DAY-THURSDAY, MARCH 21, 18(31.
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.
The SPEAKER took the chair at 28 minutes
past 4 o'clock.
THE SmpPING TRADE.
Mr. NICHOLSON gave notice that, next day,
be should call for a return showing the number
and tonnage of vessels which had dischar~ed
ca.rgo at Geelong, at Williamstown, at the Sandridge Government Pier, and at Queen's Wharf,
Melbourne, for ea.ch yea.r during the last five
years.
THE DONALD M<KAY.
Mr. HEALES observed that, after the remarks
made on the previous night by the member for Colling wood (Mr. Stephenl, as to the Donald M'Kay.
he had felt it his duty to ask the chief medical
officer for the reasons which led him to advise
the Government to release the vessel in question from quarantine. Dr. M'Crea had prepared a report on the subject, which he now
presented to the House.
THE TOWN OF RICHMOND.
Mr. BROOKE laid upon the table the copy of
a proclamation of Richmond as a. town, pursuant
to the Crown Lands Sa.les Act.
SI'IRIT DISTILLATION IN VICTORIA.
Mr. LALOR gave notice that, next day, on
going into Committee of Supply, he should move
resolutions affirming the desirability of encouraging the distillation of spirits in the colony, and
imposbg a duty of 78. 6d. per gallon on spirits
manufa.ctured in Victoria; all also a duty on imported malt.
BUILDINGS FOR POLICE PURPOSES.
Mr. SERJEANT put, without notice, a question wfiich appeared in his name on the paper a.
night or two previous, but which laplled in consequence of his absence, relative to ,he production of a return showing the number of buildings
rented for police purposes, where si uate, and
the nature and extent of the accommodation
afforded.
Mr. HEALES said, on the day when the ques-

tion should have been put, he was prepared with
the returns desired. He had them not with him
at present, but would lay them on the table
to-morrow.
THE SANDHURST SLUDGE CHANNEL.
Mr. BRODIE gave notice that, on Tuesday,
he should ask, whether the Government had given
to a Mr. Bi8sell, of Epsom, a portion of land in
compensation for that owned by him, and destroyed by the erection of the main sludge
channel? and whether the Government were prepared to make similar cOucessions to the other
owners of private property also destroyed in the
same manner?
'IHE PROPOSED ENCAMPMENT AT THE WERRIBEE.

Mr. GREEVES inquired, what arrangements
the Government proposed with respect to the
transit of volunteers on the Government railways
to and from the intended encampment at the
Werribee?
Mr. GRANT replied, that Colonel Pitt waited
upon him the previous day, and suggested
certain arrangements, which arrangemellts the
Government had agreed to carry out. Volunteers
would be conveyed from Melbourlle , Geelong,
and Williamstown, to the Werribfl e and b:1ck
free. The unifcrm would be consi~~!'Iil<l It. free
pass to the encampmenr. Voluntee\"S desirin~ to
return before the encampment wal<j over, must
obtain free passes, Rigned by the officer in
command and countersigned by the staff
office\'; and such volunteers would be allowed to go back to the camp free, if
in uniform. Special trains for the conveyance
of volunteers would leave Melbourne on Saturday, the 30th inst., at 7.30 and 8.15 a.m. While
on this subject, he mil!ht state that the Government had received a letter from Colonel Pitt, with
reference to the running of extra trains on Sunday. In this letter Colonel Pitt said :H I deem it my duty to inform you that, if you
propose running extraordillary trains each day to
the encampment for the accommodation of the
public, some diRappointment may be experienced
by persons availiug themselves ·of the trains on
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Sunday, the 3ht inst., a.!I it is not, nor has it regard to the signatures, his ohject was to aRcerever been, my intllntion to turn ont the force on tain that the parties who applied for commons
that day, except for Divine service. Thi!! would were duly qua.lified to do so.
Mr. BROOKE said there would be no difficulty
take phce within the lines, and the general pll.blie would not be admitted. I would therefore in furnishing the nnmber of signatnres in each
bel!; to 8UU-gest that no extraordinary trains be case; but It was not the duty of the Board of
Land and Works to inquire into the authenticity
advertiaed for that day."
This letter was under the consideration of tbe of the Rignatures. Up less there was reason on the
Government; but he might state that at present face of the document itself to doubt the authenthe Government had no thought of running any ticity of the signatures, they were taken to be
authentic.
extra trains on the Sunday. (Hear, hear.)
Mr. HENDERSON remarked that the House
THE GOLD EXPORT DUTY.
had power to a~certain the genuineness of the
signatures
to petitions, and the same power
Mr. LEVI presented a petition from miners,
storekeeper!!, and other residents in the mining should be enjoyed by a Minister with regard to
district of Maryborough, in favour of the aboli- petitions presented to his department. The case
of the notorious pe~ition presented to the HOllse
tion of the export duty on gold.
of Commons by the late Mr. :B'eargus O\~onnor, a.
CO~IMONAGE APPLICATIONS AND GOVERNMENT
grea.t number of the F;ignatures to which were not
RETURNS.
only fictitious but. di~gl'aceful, showed the necesMr. SNODGRASS aIlked, if the President of sity for the exprcise of caution in t hill re8pect.
the Board of Land and Works would lay upon the
Mr. SSODGRASS considered that if the Gotahle a return showing the number and descrip- vernment acted upon memorials WIthout ascertion of applications for commons already received taining the genuineness of the signatures, ~.Ley
by the Board of Land and Works, together with were not carrylDg out the spirit of the Land
the signatures attached to each application, the Act.
a.rea. of each commonage granted, and the
The SPEAKER ruled that this discussion was
grounds of objection to any applications that had irregular. (Hear, hear.)
been reful'ed?
Mr. BROOKE observed that, as this was a.
Mr. BROOKE said there waR no objection on direct charge agaim.t the Government, he might
the part of the Gllvernment to furnish hon. mem- perhaps be allowed to state that the Government
bers with all po,!;ible information respecting were carrying out the spirit of the Land Act.
commonages; but it had been found, not only in (Hear, hear.) llis interpretation of the spirit of
the department of Public I.ands, but 3011'0 ID that of the Land Act was, tha.t reasonabh· commonage faRoads and Bridges and other departmt'nts of the cilities should be accorded to various parts of the
public service, that, in consequence of the large country; and he maintained that the Governnumber of returns asked for by hon. members, ment were endeavouring to give those reasonable
the conduct of public business was Reriously facilities. (Hear, hear.)
impeded. In fact, ID con~f'quence of the excesMr. GILLESPIE !lave notice that, next day,
sive work put on th3 PublIc Lands Department
by the new L~nd Bill, he Rhould be compelled to he would move that the signa.tures to any petition
for commonage wDich might hereafter be
ask the House for a "pecial grant of money, for
the purpOse of meetim: the expense incurrf'd in received should be published in the (iovernment
Gazette.
ploviding returns demanded by hon. memhers.
THE RAILWAY PLANT CONTRACT.
With respoct to the particular rt'tllrn now required, the question of the member for Dalhousie
Mr. NIGHOLSON asked· whether the Comwas not sufficiently explicit. 1'he number of ap- missioner of Public Works had any objection to
plications for commons could ea~ily be given; but lay on tbe table all correspondence that had
he did not understand what the hon. member taken place bet,ween the Government and Mr.
meant by "deRcription." Did the hon. mem- Childers since 1\1ay, 1860?
b€r mean that the entire memorial, letter,
Mr. GRANT said the correspondence in quesor petition should be set out at length tion included letters and a legal opinion bearing
(laughter), or did he merely mean that it on the dispute at present pending between the
should be statpd in wha.t form the applica.- Government and the contractors for the shipment
tion was submItted? Then as to the f'igonatureR, of the railway plant; and he tberefore thought
the setin~ out of the si~natures to each applica· it very undt!sirable for the interests of the
tion would largely increase the clerical labour. country that the correspondence should he
With respect to the area of each commonage published, at all events at the present stage of
granted, this had alreacly been furDlshed to the the proceedings. If, however, the member for
publiC through the medium of the Government Sandridge would point to any particular portion
Gazette. With regard to the last point, he mIght of the correspondence which he might require.
inform the member for Dalhousie that no appli- apart from this subject, no doubt the Governcation for commonage had yet been refused. m~nt would be bappy to produce it. Or, if the
(Hear, hear.) Whenever any doubt arose as to hon. member wished to see the correspondence,
whether an application should or should not be it would be at hiR sprvice.
granted, the case had been referred to the dis·
Mr. NlCHOLSON thought, from what he had
trict surveyors. Some cases of the kind were already seen of the correspondence, it was most
now unner cOllRidera ion.
desirable that it should be made publIc. If the
Mr. SNODGRASS observed that the term dispute between the Government and these con"description" applied to the commons. He tractors was still pendin!!, he was willing to
willhed the farmers' commons to be distinguished forego the publication (If the correllpondenoo
from those for gold fields a.nd towns. Wit.h until it was setded. But he wished to know
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from the Commissioner of Puillic Works whether
be had taken any action in the matter, or whether
there was an;) reason for withholding the corre·
spondence.
Mr. GRA.NT observed that, by last month's
mail the GLlvernment received a lelter from Mr.
Childers, statin~ that he had ta.ken a legal opinion
OD the subject In London, and suggesting that a
further legal opinion 8hould be obtained. By the
la.st mail, h'l (Mr. Grant) wrote to Mr. Ohilden,
requesting him to take immedIate steps to secure
the further It-gal opinion, a'. Ihe same time stating
that he would lay rhe whole of the papers before
the Attornf.jy-General, and if the Government had
a shadow of a case ag-ainst the co.l'ractors, the
Government would t ... ke proceedings forthwith.
Mr. Childers was to take the opinion of the most
eminent common law counsel in London; and
when that legal opinion was receivf.jo, if not
before, the Gq.vernment would take action in the
m&.tter.
Mr. NICHOLSON knew that Mr. Childers had
taken a legal opinion at home and forwarded it
here. lie belieVed that Mr. Cuilders consulted
t,he Attorney-General of England. The question,
therefore, re~ted with the A:torney·General of
Victoria and the Government. (Ilear, hear.)
Be thought it quite time that the Government
should have dtterlllined upon the course, if any,
which they intended to take in the matter.
Mr. G RA.NT replied, that not only Mr. Childers,
but the Attorney· General of Ellgland himself, had
recommended that a further Opillioll should be
obtained; and Mr. Childers had instructions
accordingly. lIon. me:nhers might rest assured
that no delay whatever would take place III this
coun ry in eflfLlrcing the rights of the Government, if they had any. (Hear, hear.)
PRINTI:-<G OF THE ELECTORAL ROLL.

Mr. FRAZER desired to put a queslion to the
Chi'c!f Secretary, Without notice_ He wished to
know how much of the eleutoral roll had been
printed; and whether there would be any objection to the remaiuing portion beiug printed at
private elltaftlishmen s in the several loca.lities,
provided It ccmld be done as cheaply as at the Government otfi~e? When the electoral roll was
!ast printed, there was some combination among
the Melbourne printHs, and he bdieved a hi!(h
tender was made in consequence. The member
for Kilmore, who was then at the head of the
Government, thought the country likely to be
defrauded ny the combination, and accordingly
had the work done at the Government printingoffice.
Mr. HEALES said about three-fourths of the
electoral roll was printed; and the remaining
oue-fourth would have been III progress but flr
the printers being kept waiting for copy. As to
the propriety of confiriing the remainmg printincr
to private estahlishments, he would endeavour t~
an,wer the question on the following day.
Mr. HE~DERSON thought the ohject of a
printlllg-offil~e in connexion with the Guvernment
was simply the printing of the proceedings of the
House.
The SPEAKER said the meill'~er for S:tndburst was out of order in offering any ouservation. (Hear, hear.)

MAGISTERIAL

[SESSION
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CASTLE-

Mr. CHAPMAN inquired of the Chief Secretary, the number of police magiRtrates resident
in the town of Castlemaine; the duties and salary
of each; aDd whether it would not conduce
to the public interest that one or more of them
should be appointed to other districts where the
services of such officers ".Vere much required?
Mr.HEALES "aid, until recently thete had
been three police magistrates at Castlemaine, but
when it was found that the duties could be petformed by a less number, the junior wa& directed
to proceed to Redl1ank. Tha.t arrangement,
however, did not sllit him, and he had since
tendered his resignation. The two magistrates
now at Castlemaine had both the powers of
wardens and police magistrates. One, however,
attended to the warden's duties, while the other
dil'charged those of magistrate. lie was not in a.
posirion to state positively the amount of salary
given to each of these gentlemen, but he believed
it was £650 a-year.
BLACKMAN'S LEAD.

Mr. PRENDERGAST a.sked, why the reservoir,
as intended, had not been made at the Blackman's Lead, Maryborough? and whether tho
Government had any objection to lay on the
tahle any correspondence that might have taken
place on the subjecT, more espeCIally the report
of ~1r. O'Leary, the district mining surveyor?
Mr. HUMl<'l<'Ro\.Y sJ.id the reservoir was not
constructed because the superintending engineer
repo~ted very strongly against the site. It had
therefore been considered flesirable to postpone
the work until a proper survey had bt!en made.
There was no desire to act otherwise than fa.ir
with the Maryborough di;;trict, which would be
duly con~idert!d in the Government scheme of
water supply. Hd had no ohjection to lay on the
table the whole of the corresponuence relating to
the subjeet.
Mr. PltENDERGAST inquired whether there
were not some reports in favour of the feasilJility
of Blackman's Lead?
Mr. HUMl<'l<'RA Y replied that the repor~ of
the mining surveyor was in favour of the. 811 e,
but as rhe rt-port of the GovernmeJlt engmeer
was direc'ly opposite, the sanction of the Government had to be withheld.
PLED RO· PNEUMONIA.

Mr. NEWrO~ (in the absence of Mr. Reid)
a;;kt,d, whether reports ha.d reached the Uhi':lf
Secretary of the appearance of pleuro-pneu!llollla
at Benalla and Waol!:aratta; and whether there
was any objection to Ia.y OIl the table all COII1'IlUnications from the local au~horities relative thereto?
Mr. HEALES said there was no objection on
the part of the Government to produce correspondt!nce on this subject; but he had seen
nothing more than three teleaams, which had
been rect!ived Within the last two or three days,
stating that the disease had broken out at Beechworth, Benalla, and Wangaratta_ These tele/!ram~, as soon as received, were referred to the
Pleuro-pneumonia Commissioners, who immediately seIlt tht!ir inspector to the spot. That
gentleman Wall now engaged inqu.iring into the
cllo8es alluded to,a.ncl immediately his report came
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Mr. HEALES said he looked upon the commisllioners &8 representing the Government in
this matter.

which fixed the hour of refreshment merely as a
matter of convenience; but it did not say that
the House should rise at half-past 6, and were an
hon. member to be addressing the House just at
that time, he thought it well that no interference
should be offered by the Speaker or the Chair·
man of Committees.

P08'l'OFFICES AND TELEGRAPH STATIONS.

CONTRACTORS AND WORKMEN LIEN BILL.

to hand he (Mr. Heales) should be very happy to
lay it on the table of the II ouse.
In reply to a. further \{uestion from Mr.
NEWTON,

Mr. GRAY (on bt:half of Mr. Frazer, who had
On the order of the day for the consideration
left the House) asked, whel her 1 here would be of the report on this bill,
.
any objec1 ion on the part of the Government to
Mr. STEPHEN moved the recommittal of the
la.y upon the table returns showing the names of bill, in order that some slight alterations might be
the post-offices addt;d to telegraph stations; the made therein.
additional co~t to each telegraph station, by reaThis was agreed to, and the House resolved
son of such addition; the amount of money itself into committee accordingly, when trifling
spent in order to fiG those statIOns for carry- alterations were made in the 4th, 8th, 9th, 10th,
ing on the business; and the amount spent in and 13th clauses.
carrying on the business of Imch po~t-offices for a
The schedule of form of claim was then agreed
period of 12 months previous to their being added to, and
to the tele!!raph stations?
The House bavinJ:!: resumed,
Mr. HEAL~S said the return asked for could
The CHAIRMAN reported the bill as amended,
be supplied without difficulty, and would be pre- and the third reading was ordered for the followsented in the course of two days.
ing day.
LAIID AT QUEENSCLIFF.

HORSE-STEALING PREVENTION BILL.

Mr. BROOKE observed, in reference to a
question p:It by the member for South Grant
(Mr. Lalor) an evening or two ago, whether the
Government would produce a copy of the report
from a board of illquiry, which sat some yeare
!>ince, with respect to the sale of Crown lands at
Queenscliff, that he could not comply with the
hon. member's request, inasmuch as the report
was not to be found. But he Wl;l.S informed by
Captain Kay, who was a member of the board,
that the report amounted to this: That the board
were of opinion that one or two allotments in the
imrnediate vicinity of the lii\hthouse at Queenscliff ought not to be sold, because, if they were
sold, thera was the possibility of hotels being
erected thf3reon, and the lights from such places
would ~e the means of embarqassing mariners
in enterlDg the Heads. (Hear, hear.) T~is re
commendation, he believed, had been acted
upon.

The second readinv of this bill was postponed
till next Thursday.

MR. WEIGALL.

Mr. PRENDERGAST gave notice that, next
day, he should ask what position Mr. Weigall held
in the Government service, in what capa.city he
acted in the case of a prosecution for embezzlement a' Dunolly, and other questions bearing on
the samo subject.
THE REFRESHMENT HOUR.

Mr. LALOR desired from the Speaker an interpretation of the resolurjon arrived at recently,
that the period of adjournment for ref;-eshment
should be from half· past 6 to half-past 7 o'clock.
The D1ght after the resolution was come to, preciselyat half·past 6, he interrupted the member
for Creswick, who was addressing the House
when in committee, and he was then given to
understand that the Speaker did not put such a
stnct interpretation on the resolution. Last
nil!ht an hon. member was speaking at half-past
6, the lIouse being then in committee, but he did
not think it well to interfere. He would, however, take this opportunity of ascertaining the
Speaker's opinion on the subject.
The SPEAKER said the rer,olution was a
simple one, which had been passed before, and

MEDICAL PRACTITIONERS BILL.

Dr. MACADAM moved the second reading of
a bill providing for the registration of legally
qualified medical men. The bill was one simply
prOViding that foreign medICal practitioners,
when duly qualified, should be deemed legally
qualified medical men in this colony. He was
quite prepared to prove in committee that the
qualifications of medICal men educated on the
continent were fully equal to those required in
the home country, and, therefore, that these
gentlemen ought to be allowed simibr privileges.
(Hear, hear.) As any discussioll was rl/Zhtly for
committee, he would not then enter into the
arguments, but would content himself with
simply moving the second reading. (Hear,
hear.)
Mr. L. L. SMITH said, when this bill was
brought forward a first time he took the somewhat unusual course of asking the hon. mover to
insert a clause for the purpose of saving existing
Tnere were many gentlE:men in this
rights.
colony who were fully qualified, but who" in consequence of the clause in the old act requiring
that they should have resided one .year in the
univerSity out of which they gradua\ed, were
unable to qualify before the Medical Board here.
Those gentlem<!n Vlere perfectly qualified; and
what he deSired was to have a clause inserted to
the effect that any person, who was at present in
practice in the colony, should have his rights
saved, and that he ~hould be deemed legally
qualified, if he could satisfy the Medical Board
1 hat he had spent fOllr years in the study of
medinme, and that he had received his diploma
after due examination. He might refer to the
Apothecaries Act of 1815 as a case of legislation
in which existing rights were saved_
Mr. HENDERSON recollected a curious trial
that arose out of the Apothecaries Act of 1815,
in which a Mr. lIanley was held by the Queen's
Bench entitled to recover, he having been in
practice before the passing of the act. While
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giving his support to the present bill. he ag't'eed postors (hear. hear), and save a man who, for
that a clause ought to be inserted saving exilSting iustance, had tbe misfortune to ureak his leg,
rights. (Hear. )
from being treattld by a pretender, who, calling
.\lr. G REEVES contendEod there was no en- himself a surgcon, had not the slightest acquaintdeavour in this bill to in'erfere in any manner ance with either tbe principles or practice of Imrwith existing rights. It was merely a bill to gery. (Hear, hear.) So far as this bill was
register certain gentlemen, and allow them to concerned, he had nothing to say whether medlreceive feeR when attending coroners' inquests, cine was administered in infinitesimally small
or when called into courts of justille. The hon. quantities or by the tun. (LauKhter.) All he
member for Sfluth Bourke sain. this bill miKht had to see was, that the peril on who administered
injuriously affect persons already practising medi· if, had been obliged to ~o through a proper course
ClUe in the colony. He did not deny 1ha.t state- of training, for the purpose of acquiring a knowment, because there was no law in this colony to : ledge of his profession. He had himself throu>! h
preveut any person from practising medicine' life witnessed some of the deplorable effects of
here. (Hear, hear.) The hill, ho\\ever, took persons beIDgmedi(Jally treated by J:resumptuous
away no right; but, on the cO'ltrary. it prop)' el.' and ignorant practi, ioners, and hll thereforll
to conf,.,r certain rlgh.s. ( Hear.) Tne Apothe- ' trusted the House would adhere to the first princaries Act had nothing to do with this subject. ciple of the hill, and secure the services of genPrevIOus 10 that act, it was the oommon law right tlernen who had had at least an opportun!ty of
of every man to pra.ctise as an apothecary; and acqlliring a knowledge of their profession. (Hear,
the act, thereforA, in t&.kingaway 1 he privlleg'e, very hear.)
properly Baved the rights of all those who, pre)lr. GRA. Y said it appeared to him the only
viou'! to it, were bond .fide practising the profes- legal dfect of the bill was to enable those gentlesion. (Hear.) The only persons that couid be men who would be registered under it to give
affected were certain members of some of the evidence on coroner~' inquests, and it in no way
German Univer~ities-which, to their shame be affected existing Tights. He should give it hiS
it !Said, j!ranted diplomas on the mere payment of support. (Hear.)
fees, without any regard to tbe qUdlification of
Dr. MACADA)f explained that the object of
the recipient (Hear.) He sa.w no objec'ion to the clause under discussion was to permit gentleputting the bond fide forei~n practirioner on the men who were legally qualified to practise in
lIaDle footing as other medical men in this coun- their own country to do the same bere. It 80
try, and, therefore, he should support the bill as happened tha<, by the law already in force in this
it stood. (Ilear, hear.)
colony, a year's re~ldt'nce in the university wherll
The House then went into committee.
these gentlemen graduated was neceS~li.ry before
The preamble having been postponed,
they could become legally qualified ill this colony.
That law was not compuh.ory in some of the
Clause 1 was read, as follows:universities, and the cousequence was, in many
" Any person who shall prove to the satisfac- intltanctls, gentlemen, 011 pr"lSenting themselvts at
tion of thll Medical Board of Victoria, or a quorum tbe Medical Board, were unable to make the
thereof, th ..t he has passed through a regular requisite declarai ion. The ohjel:t of tbe present
course of medical study of not le::;" than three clau~e was to remove that impedimellt, alld
years' d,nation, in a school of medicine, and that enable those gelltlemen who were qualified at
he has rt:ceived, afrer due examiuation, from home to practise here. (Ht:ar.)
some university, college, or other body duly reThe CHAIRMAN put thequesLlon oftheamendcognized for tha.t purpose in the couutry to which ment.
such univer8ity, college, or other body may
Mr. L. L. S~IITrI was proceeding to argue
belong, a diploma, degree, or licence, entitling that any gentleman who could prove he had
him to practise medicine in that country, shall be spent four years in the btudy of his profession,
deemed to be a legally qualified medical practi- and had passed an examinajon, should be adtioner within the meaning of the act" passed in mltted, when
thj second ~md ninth years of the reign of lIer
Mr. GREEVES rose to order. The hon. mempresent Majesty, and n~mbered respectively 22 ber was travelling out of the discu8E1ion of the
and 12, and shall be entitled to a certlfica.te as clause before the eommittee.
such from the said board."
i The C[[AIR\1A~ said it was not competent to
Dr. MACADA'\1, in order to prevent any mis-I· di8cu~s anv que~tion oU!8ide the c1au!!€'.
take, moved the in'lertion, after the. word" perMr. L L. SMIT JI proceeded to ask. of ,!~at
lion" in the firllt hne, of the followmg words- use was the clause, when there were uUlvenntieS
"who in addition to the persons who by virtue' thal did not require Ihose examinatiolls and that
of the ~cts hereinafter recited are already entitled residence from graduates which were compelled
to be registered by the Medical Board of Vie- by the old act?
toria.." This would meet the difficulties sugThe amendment waR then agreed to.
gested.
Mr. IIEALl!;S desired lO know, before the
Mr. STEPHEN wished to know if it were clause walS carried, the exaCT interpreta1ion which
prop<,sed to exclude homooopathic practitioners? it would bear. He had uuderstood that it was
'rhose gentlemen were recognized III neuly every intended to make it exceedingly liberal, but still
country in the world except this, and he its effect might be to exclude medICal gentlemen who practised peculiar systems, such
should not like to see them exduded.
Dr. EV ANt; said, the question for the Legis· as homooopathy or hydropathy, following up
lature was not to decide the cases of homooopa- those systems; and to tha~ he stron~ly
thists, hydropathists, me~meri8ts (Iaugh,er), or objected.
He could see no good in maklDg
a.ny other special a;:ent, but simply tu protect the periods of study a qualification, as Borne per80~IS
IlUulic at large against mere charlatans and im- could not become qualified in t.hn:e Yl.arlS, while
i
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fa.r less was enough for other people. The retro·
spective effllct of the clause, too, was a great
objection. If a saving clause were introduced, he
should cordially support the measure; if not, he
could not but see tha.t great evils would rise out
of it.
i\'lr. HBNDERSON pointed out that in all
great sOOool" there were regular courses of edu·
ca,tion ~ be gone through. A ma.n could not
jump over these gradations; and though he (Mr.
H.,ndel'8On) saw no reason for the exclusion from
practice of homro,>pathists and hydropathists,
yet he saw no reason why the Government should
t:ndow them with the powers, and raise them to
the dignifilld po~ition, of regular practitioners
who learned their profession in the best way.
Mr. HitDt..EY saw very plainly that hon.
member:; were very much mistaken about the
bill. fur they appeared to consider that its intelltion was to regulate the practice of mediciue,
whereas it propo"ed to do nothing of the kind.
There wa.s at presellt no lling in the bill to pre·
vent any man from practifSillg as he liked; its
only object was to record tbe names of those who
It must be
professttd certain qualitica.tioHs.
remembered that, however willing the House
might be to allow ct'rtain indivitjuals to pr'lctise,
it had no rif(ht to place the lives of persolls in
the hands of insufficiently-qualified persons, by
giving pri~ollers in gaols and emll!fants on board
!>hip to their care, or risk the life of a prisoner
byallowilJg them to give evidence on ilJqnests.
There were in this colony many gradu ... tes of
German universities who had belonged to univer.
sities where residence was Hot required, and had
therefore complied with the slJlfir, if not the
letter, of the present law; and there would be
llothing wrong 111 givin~ such men a legal qualtfi·
cation bere. At the proper time he should move
the insertion vf a clause in the bill which would
have tillS t'ffeet. (Hear, hear.)
Mr. GREgYES moved an amendment, requirlllg that the regular course of medical "tudy
sht.uld be not lel';s than four years.
,Mr. L. L. 8\>l1T tl 8aid Ihere were many prac·
titioners ""ho, aftt·r three year",' study, ~ere
perfec 1y caplIoble of performilJg allY of their
functions. (Hear, hear.)
The amendment was withdrav.n.
Mr. GREE\' ES then moved the insertion of
the wurds .. (\r surgery""after the word:; "school
of medicine."·
The amendment was agreed to.
Mr. STEP liEN propo~ed to change the word
"aud" into" or," 80 at! to make the qualificatIOn
three years' study in a scllOol of medit~ille or
!;urgery, or a diploma or degree front sOllJe uni·
ver~ity, cullege, or other body duly recognized.
Mr. L. L. SMITH thought thiS would only
introducll a lot of puppets into the profe8sion, lU:!
II,ny une could set UJ.l a. col It ge.
Dr. l';V AN'S could see tI1at the alteration pro·
po~ed would cOlllpletely n(:utraiJze the value of
the bill. (Hear, bear.; HlIlllmopathy would
seem to he so patronizt d by the Chief Secretary,
that perhaps it had more to do with the Guvern·
ment than peo)Jle supposed. (A laugh.) He
would lIke to know mure of the colJtogeR and
lllJive~siti.e8 whose I iploIllas lH:re to become a
quallfica.tIOn. It was pt:rftctly well known that
~ollle of the. European universities sold ,heir
lkg-rees, a.nd In London people were to btJ found
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who carried on a nefarious traffic in the importstion of these degrees, and advertisements in London papers would be seen to run something like
this :-" Gentlemen are informed that, on paymtlnt of the requisite fee, they will be prodded
with degrees from a celebrated university on the
banks of the Rhine, or Elbe, or Weser. The affair
to be tranHac[ed with the utmo~t punctuality and
secrecy." It was alsoa fact equally well known that
unqua!ified individuals prac/;lsed with other persons' degrees. Young men, who could not possibly
have passed through a regular course of study,
were found to have regular diplomas, which they
had picked up somewhere-perhaps in a pawnhroker's shop, where a surgeon's diploma was
frequently a marketable commodity. He was
not prepa.red to take away tbe only eheck that
eXisted against the admittance of such persons
to a regular practice; and, much as he agreed
with the hon. the Chief Secretary in a desire to
protect the sacred ril{htl! of ignorance (a laugh),
he had a stronger desire to protect tho~e ignorant
and unsmpecting poor, who, when they in their
direst eXllemity they sent for a doctor to visit
their hovels, did not expect to place their lives
in the hands of a man ignorant alike of the first
principles of anatomy and phY8iolugy. (Cheers.)
The CHAIRMAN stated that the hon. member
for Colhngwood (Mr. Stephen) had withdrawn
his amendment.
The clause, as amended, was then passed.
Clause 2, stating what should be deemed &
quorum of the Medical Board, was agreed to with
!some slight verbal alterations.
On clau~e 3, as follows:"It shall lIe lawful for the Eaid board (or &
quorum thereof) to examine any person who may
present himself for examination, or any witness
"ho may be produced before them, and to take a.
solemn declaration from such pHson or witness'
and if any person shall wilfully, knowingly;
and COrl up ly. make .any false stat~ment upon
such exammatlOn, or m such declarai wn, or shall
utter or attt::m!Jt to utter or put off as true before
the said board (or a quo!um thereof) an~ false,
forg.ed, or cOUl1terf6lt dlpluma, de~r~e, lIcence,
leer lficate, or othe~ document. or wntmg, such
person shall be gUIlty of a nllsdemeanor, and
being thereof duly convicted shall be !table to
imprisollment, with or "ithout hard labour, for
, any penod not exceeding three years,"
)lr. L. L. S;UrrH raised the objection that
t.he claul'e was illtrodw·ing new nla·ter which
should be brought forward in some other form.
If a board of examiners was to be appointed It
bhould he in a prop~r manner, and the gfntlemen
eompfJsing sueh board should be pruperly endowed, and not elected by a side·wind especially
if it was said t hey were to adjudicate 'upon men
to w h')Ill diplomat! had been granted by the first
uHdical anthnritips in the n:other country.
Vr. )lACAD ,,1\1 thought the hon. lIlember ha.d
mlsuIl(lerstood the clause altogtther as It
merely said, "it shall be lawful for the said
lloard to examine any perwn who may present
hin)stM for. examination" with respect to his
credential ...
:Mr. GREEVES thought the hon. member for
South Blul ke was WlOIlg in his conclusion!! as
the object of the clause Wat! to enable the b~ard
to take evidence as to the qualifications of a per-
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son, so that it might be ascertained whether he
wa.s really the person entitled GO the credentials he
possessed.
The clause was then carried.
On clause 4, as fo:lows :" If any pertion fraudulently, or by false representations, obtain any certifica.t.e as a duly qllalitied medical practitioner under the provisiulls of
this act. or the sil.id recited acts, or "hall forge,
al'er, or counterfeit any !!uuh certificate, 01 shall
utter or use any such forged certiticare, kuowing
the Slime respectively to have been forged, or
shall falsely advertise or publish himself as having
obtained such certificate, every persun guil,y of
any or eithf:'r of the said offences shall be deemed
guilty of a mi~derueanor, and being therf:'of duly
convicred shall be liable to imprisonment, with
or without hard labour, for any period not exceeding Ihree year!',"
Mr. J. T. SMITH objected to the term
"falsely advertise," as the clause would thus
be made most arhitrary.
Mr. L. L. S .\{IT Lt expressed an opi.nion in accordance with that of the hon. member for Creswick.
Eight or nine hon. member'! here rose, amid
much laughter, but the Chairman's eye fell
upon
Mr. PRENDERGAST, who contended that
the whole clause was altogether useless, unless
some protection were given to the too-con tiding
public against the advertisements of irregular
practitioners. They reftd in the newspapers of
statements of cures by Holloway's and other pills.
(Laughter.) But there was nothinl{ more objectionable in this than In the inVitation to " 'fry
our fine Mocha," which wa.~, aft~r all, a compound of briek-dust and chicory. (Renewed
laughter.) If, however, a person represclltt:d
himself as a barrister-at-Iaw and a graduate
of 11. certain university, and thereby induced perRons to take his opinion, th~t was
a case of falsehood and fraud upon the public
whieh ought to be punished by law. (He:tr,
hear.) And the same rulE' api>lied to similar
frauds in the medical profes8ion.
Mr. GRAY contended that they who sought
equity should do equity themselves, and thllt,
under a cry of " No monopuly," the promoters of
the bill ought not to attempt to make guilty of a
misdemeanour other persons who might be as
good as their n<;)ighbours. (Laugllter.) He
submitted that the phrase r. le..:ally qualified
medical practitionl'r" was very wide. It might
include a grl'at deal. (Hear, hear.)
Mr. E:\lBLING considered the man who was
an advertisinl! liar as great an t nemy to the
public as a forgpr. (Hear, hear.) Not 011any
years "ince a person in this colony did pa~s himself off as a le~alJy-qualified medical plactitionf:'r,
anet he only evaded juslice by flying to another
oolony.
Dr. EV ANS did pot think the clause went as
far as either Its support.ers or its opponelJts
imftgined. He had no o~Jjection to a man publishing to the world that he could cure evtry
known disease, like Dr. Sangraoo, hy bleethul!
and warm water. He might even annour,ce him~elf
to be the inventor of a miraculous pill. (Lau_hter.)
1\Ir. L. L. SMITH.~I don'truind it. (Rl'lnewed
laughter.)
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Dr. EVANS trusted the member for South
Bourke would not imagine for one moment
that he meant anything personal. So far as
he knew, he beheved tha; were the hon.
member, wi~h his. great talmts, to appl~' himself to the lllventlOn of a pill. he would produce one thar, would pllrl{e the universal world.
(L'JUd laughter.) It should be borne in mind
that this bill, when it heC>tme't Rtatute, would be
~ penal one, and !",S such ~ould neces~arily be
mterpretpd by the Jurigl'~ WIth the utmost strictnes~.
He believed that the real pith and substance of the objec' ion to the ch~.use in question
applied to the latter part, "'hlCh provided so
se.vere a 'penalty as three ye~rs' imprisonment,
WIth or WIT hont hard labour. For a. first offence
he thou:!ht that would be b.ordinatt>ly severe
anr\ would, inoeed, be verging on the cruel.
J
Mr. JOHNSTON was very much surprised at
the opposition to the clause, WIthout which, it
seemed to hIm, I he bill would be a nullity. The
object of the clauRe was, not to interfere with
the practICe of empirics, but to punish men who
falsely styled themselves that which they were
not. Adop ing the language, though not the
view, of the member for Rodlley, his desire
was to punish men who pretended to be
as good aR their neighbours.
(Laughter.)
If a man attempted to impose on the meriical
board, he made the attempt on men who knew
what they were about, and if he succeeded, he
would be a very clever fellow indeed. (Hear,
hear.) The man who attempted to impose on the
unwary public was a much worse man, and was
deserving of a much more condign punishment.
(Hear, hear.) Without such a elause as this the
bill, in his opinion, would be of very little use
indeed. He did not, mean to prevent any man
from practising any branch of his p ofession ; all
he wanted to prevent was, that any man should
be allowed to hold himself out as that which he
was not. (Hear, hear.)
:Mr. IJ. L. S;\IlTH wished to make an explanation. 'fhere were many gentlemen in this colony
who were legally qmdlfied, but not techni"ally so.
These gentlemen were in the habit of putting up
t heir names on their ooors, and /!igning themselves as "doctors." ThoEe gentlemen, highly
respectable all they were, might corne under thIS
clause, and even he himself migbt come under
the penalty.
Mr. GREEVES 'l.gain urged that this bill only
professed to enablt' certain medical geTltlemen to
receive fees on coroner,;' inquests and before courts
of justice. As to the pUlllshml'nt, he should remind the committee that the clause was" not exceeding" three years, and therefore there was
no bing to prevent the court from dirf:'cting an
imprisonment of a single hour if a peculiar case
clime before it. (Hear.)
Mr. GRAY contfnded that the words rr lel{ally
qualifi~d medical practitioner" had a very plain
and obvious meaning. The phraQe meant nothing
more nor less under tbel'e statutes but being
duly qualified to give evidence at coroners' inque,ts. The 7th VIe., No. 2~, which had been
Tfferred to, was based on the previous act-the
1st ViCt., No. 3, whiCh exprellRly declared the
purpose to be cl.S he stated it. (Hear, htar.)
What he wished to urge on the committee was,
that this phrase, "duly qualified medical practitioner" was one that any genrieman advertising
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mitht harmlessly use, and thus innocently run a
risk of incurring this penalty. He did not think
a man so acting ought to be classified in the same
category of offenders as the man who ~.ould knowingly and falsely present the certificate of a
forei"n college to the Board of Exanllners. In
the l~tter case, he thol1~ht the punishment pro·
vided by the bill was not at all excessive. (Hear,
hear.)
Mr. HENDERSO~ thought the question came
back simply to this:- Was that committee of
opinion that the man who committed the very
serious crime contemplated in this clause should
be permitted to do so with impumty? (Hear,
hear.) He mpported the clause.
Mr. STEPHEN objected to the clause as being
ungrammatical, there being no connection in that
portion of it commencing" Every ptrson guilty,"
&c., with the previous part. Again, while the
obtaining 11. t:ertificate was pointed out as being
done" fraudulently," there was no provision that
forging, altering, or counterfeitmg should be
done feloniom!ly or fraudult'ntly.
Mr. OREEVES considered the clause was
grammatical; and as to the rest, he was quite
willmg to leave the definition of forgery to the
hem. and learned member himself. (Laughter.)
With regard to a man falbely representing himself to ha.ve a certificate when he had not, he
beheved the man who did so was deservmg of
punishll1Rnt.
Mr. DON ALD saw no reason why a person
who advertised himself as a legally qualified
medical practitioner, when he was not, should
not come under the penalties of this clause.
(Hear.) He agreed With the hone and learned
member for Collingwood, that thE! sentence was
ungrammatical, and, witll a view of setting it
right, he would move that the words "every
person guilty of any or either of the said offences"
be struck out, and the word ,. be" inserted in
their place.
Mr. SERVICE supported the amelldment,
whicll was adopted, and the clause, as aHlended,
was 1 hen agreed to.
Clauses 5 aud 6 were then agreed to as follow:" V. This act shall, so far as is consistent with
the contents Itnd subject matter thereof, be taken
as part of and construed with the said recited
ac S.
" VI. This act may be cited as the' Medical
Practitioners Act of 1861.'"
Mr. STI!1PIIEN reminded the House that
doctors of meuicine were not allowed to sue for
their fees. This was an eVil, and he ploposed to
rf:'medy it bj' the insertion of the following new
clause :"Every doctor of medicine, or other person
who shall have received such certificate as aforesaiu, sIJall be entitled to sue in any court of law
within the colony, to the extent of the jurisdic·
tion of such court, for the recovery of his fees,
or other remuneration for his professional ser"iceR, whether medical or surgical."
Mr. J. T. S~Hl' 1I suggested the addition of a
proviso that the patient should be satisfied with
his medical atrendant. (A laugh.)
Mr. SNODGRASS suggested that the Chairman repori proj!ress.
Mr. STEPHEN expressed himself willing to
whhdraw his clause. (" No, no.")
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Mr. GILLIES pointed out that the power to
sue would be only given to those registered under
this act.
Mr. PRENDEROAST objected to one act
being made to an~wer several purposes. (Ih'ar,
hear.) The principle of the propol:!ed clause was
entirely new to the House, and hon. members
were not prepared to consider it. It must be
remembered that members of the profession to
which he belonged were also unable to sue for
their fees.
Mr. HOOD asked what would be the outcry
against a medical man who refused his aid in
the middle of the ni~ht to a per~on in distress;
while barristers were always a.ble to refuse
to be employed by any attorney, if he did not pay
their fes8. He knew many wealthy men who openly
took advantage of the technicalities of the law to
avoid paying their doctor. 80me 18 or 19 years
ago, when he first came to the colony, he had,
for want of something better to do, collected
doctors' accounts, and he was sal isfied that no
doctor in Melbourne e\'er got in more than half
the fees which were due to him.
Mr. BRODIE reminded the House that attorneys' fees were fixE-d, whereas, were the clause
to become law, the effect would be to enable a
physician to charge as he chose, and to recover.
1£ there was any injustice to be remedied,
the hone member for Collingwood would do far
letter to withdraw his clause, and bring it into
the House in the shape of a bill, with:a schedule
of fees attached. (Hear, hear.)
Mr. Sl'EPH EN replied that when any medical
man's bill was brought into court, mE-dical evidence respecting the reasonableness of the fee
was always adlnissible. In reply to the hone
member for BallaIat WE-st, he would say that the
clause would affect all practitioners who had already been duly qualified, as well as those who
would become qualifipd in future.
Mr. HENDERSON opposed the' clause and
more espt"ciall.v its consideration that night:
Mr. HEDLEY was aware that when an at~empt had been made t.o establish .this principle
m England, the profellslOn had umversally petitioned against it, as, if they had the power to sue
for their fees, they would ~ave to give credit; and
they preferred to take thelT fees as an honorarium
merelr at the time of giving the attendance.
For hImself he would prefer to have no power
given to sue, and at all events the matter was
one which should not be brought forward then.
The clause was then withdrawn.
Mr. SERVICE desired to introduce a new
clause, which was taken out of the New Medical
Act passed in England in 1858, and hrought
forward in 'hat HouRe last Ression by the hone
and learned member for Castlemaine. It Was as
follows :"Any person who shall wilfully and falsely
pretend to be, or take, or use the name or title
of a .p~y!!ician, doctor of medicine, licentiate in
medICme and surgery, bachelor of medicme
surgeon, ge~eral pr.a~titioner, or .ap.othecary,
any name.. tItle,. additIOn, or deSCrIptIOn implYlDg
that he IS registered by law as a physician or
surgeon, or licentiate in medicine and surg~ry
or a practitioner in medicine, or an apothecary
shall, upon a summary conviction for any such
offence, pay a sum not exceeding £25:'
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This would allow the professors of homooopathy
and hydropathy to carry on their business, but
the general object of the clause was to prevent
unq uaLified perMons from assuming the title of
.. doctor" or "surgeon," with a view to deceive
the public.
Mr. G RAY objected to the clause.
Mr. SERVICE said he believed the act
was to be construed so that no person, wha.tever
might be his skill, had right to prefix the title
of " Dr." to his name unleRs he had a proper right
to do so. It was an evil the House should at
once take measures to put a stop to, whatever
mil!ht be the feelin!!s of hon. members.
Mr. L. L. SMITH could understand the rea.BOn why the clause was introduced by the hon.
member. What the hon. member had mentioned had no connexioa with the present bill;
but what he should have said was, " prevent unqualified men from pra.ctisinl! firRt of all, and
then put restrictions upon qualified men." All
legally qualified medical men should be registered,
as he himself had formerly proposed.
At
the present time, an apothecary had to go through
an examination on every branch of medical
science; and was the House going now to put in
8. clause which would prevent men from retaming
titles? In the old times all were called doctors.
He himself was; and now he would ask hon.
members whether they would cut off the titl~s
those gentlemen possessed, and thus make them
to have Msumed titles they had no right to have
assumed? If his bill had been carried, that
every medical man should be registered, there
would have been no occasion for the present
clause.
Mr. SNODGRASS unnerstood the clause as
saying that a penalty should be imposed upon a
man who, not qualified, represented himself a~
qualified. (ilear, hear.) He should support the
addltion of the clause.
Dr. EVANS said he believed it was the general
custom 10 address a.Il medical men by the title of
" doctor," but it was a very different thiug when
persons assumed tha.t title for the purpose of
fraud. (Hear, hear. If a person attaiut::d the
high posltion of a physician, he should be content
to throw himself upon the honour of his clients
or patients for payment; but in the present sr ate
of the law it was unfair to allow persons
to be imposed upon by gentlemen not entitled to assume the name of physician. A
physician was one who, having graduated at a
university, had a right to his title, but no other
person had such right, and tht::refore should not
be allowed to take the title. He thought thf're
was nothing objectiona.ble in the clause, but he
was indifferent as to whether it was inserted or
not. However, he should support its addition.
Mr. GRAY thought by the clause the apothecary would be deprived of the benefit of a title,
which at the same time might be conferred
upon a man who really was not so well
qualified to assume it. The law did not
say a doctor should not recover his fees.
The term" doctor" had ceased to bd used in
law; and he trusted in this colony that only the
large principles of legislation would be a.cted
upon, and that injuries would not be inflic ed
from party purposes upon small perl'ons. The
clause propol>ed by the bono member could not
be applied to the colony at all ; but, at the same
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time, it might be made to have 80me appIica.tion
by making it nece!lsa.ry t.hat all medical practitioner~ should be rel!istered.
Mr. E.\1BLING supported the clause, which
was opposed by Mr. GHEEVES .
The committee divided, and the numbers
wereFor the clause
27
Against
6
Majority ...
The following is the division· list :-

21

AYES,

Mr.

Am~inck

-

Bellnett.

-

STodie

-

Carr
(;arpenter
Cathie
Oon
Donald
Embling

Mr. Chapman
- Gray

Dr. E,'ans

Mr F.).)tt
- Gillle!
- ~!edley

- Huu~t"n
- Howard
- J··hnston
- King
-

Levi
NOES.
Mr. Greeves
- Hood

Dr. Macada.m
Mr.O'Hea
- Pre.ldergast
- Pyke
- Serjeant
-

Service

-

Woods.

- Snodgl'8oll8
- Verdon

Mr. Myles
- Smith, L. L.

The clause was then read a second time.
Mr. GREEVES objected to the clame, as too
summary. As it stood at present, a person
would only have to go into a druggist's shop and
say, " Doctor, I have ('ome to pay your bill," to
be able to take proceedingi! againf4t the unfortunare druggist for allowing himself to be called
" doctor."
After observationR from Mr. L. L. SMITH,
Mr. SNODGRA&l, and Mr. DONALD,
Dr. EVA~S said, no doubt in remote country
diRlricts, where petty animosities existed, the
clauRe as it Rtood would put it in the power of a
vindictive jURtice of the peace to annoy his
neighbour. To meet thi!! difficulty, he would propose an amendment, to the effect that the proceedings should be by action in the Supreme
Court.
Mr. SNODGRASS objected to this, on the
ground that the defendant ought to have the
puwer of apPf'al.
Mr. Sl<JaVICE considered this amendment, if
carried, would destroy the whole effect of the
bill. He would not so much object to giving the
right of appeal (Hear.)
Mr. BRODIE pointtJd out that persons were
induced to take proceeJin)!1> in the Police Court
in consequence of the sma.llness of the eosts.
People wuuld be car~ful and cautious before they
commtJnced an action in the Supreme Court, and
would take care that they did not bring such an
action except IIn good grounus, and therefore be
hoped Ihe amendment would be agreed to.
Mr. BE~NETT objected to the amendment.
It might turn out, a.fter an action in th6 Supreme
Court, tha~ the pretended medical man would go
into the Insolvent Court, and leave the other party
to pay all the costs He thought the best thing that
could be done would be to ltive a summa.ry proceeding before the jU811Ce~, with power of appeal
to the medical man on giving security for costs.
(Hear, hear.)
The CHAIRMAN then put thE> question, that the
words" in a summary way befure two or more
justices of the peace" be omitted, and the words
"to be r~covered by action in the Supreme CourL"
inserted instead.
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Mr. SERJEANT moved that the Chairman
report pro~ress.
Mr. BENNETT thought the hon. member for
Ballarat West was out of order.
The CHAIRMAN assured the hon. member
that he was mista.ken. (A laul{h.)
Mr. HOOD hoped that, after so much time
had been spent already, the matter would be
brought to a conclusion.
A.YES.
Mr. GRAY proposed that the words l< law
Mr Levi
Kr. Foott
Mr. Bennet.t
hitherto
existing" be substituted for" old law."
Pyke
- Hedley
- ()arr
Mr. SNODGRASS asked if the hon. member
- HGward
- Service
- Oar)Mnter
Snodgrasa
- JohlliMn
for Rodney meant the County Court law? (A
- DODaId
_ °Embling
- Verdon
- King.
laugh.)
Mr. GRAY, the Court of Victoria.
NOES.
Mr. L. L. SMITH was willing to withdraw his
Mr. Brodie
Mr. Gilliea
Dr. Macadam
new clause.
_ Catbie
- Gray
Mr. Myles
Dr. MACADAM thought the clause might
- Chapma.n
- Greeves
- 8erjeant
have been of service had there been no previous
- Don
- Hood
- Smith, L. L.
Dr. Evans
- Houston
- Woolley
registration.
The motion that the Chairman report progress
The CHAIRMAN said, as the motion was
in the spirit of a pena.l clause, he would gi\-e his was then put, and carried.
The CHAIRMAN then reported progress, and
voice with the H Noes."
The words proposed to be inserted were then obt.ained leave to sit again on Thursday next.
agreed to, and the clause as amended adopted,
BEER LICENCES.
and directed to stand as clause 5 in the bill.
On the motion of Mr. HowARD, the House
went into committee to consider the resolutions
NEW CLAUSE.
this subject.
Mr. L. L. SMITH then proposed a new clause, on Mr.
WARD reminded the House that his
to the effect that "all those gentlemen now bill on HO
this subject bad been lost last session by a
practising in Victoria under the old law shall be mere majority; and he had brought it forward
deemed to be legally qualified if they can satisfy the again because heveral hon. members had exMedical Board that they have passed four years in pressed t.o him their regret at their former oppothe study of their profession, and that they have sition. He should reserve further remarks till
received their diplomas after due examination." the second reading of the bill, and moved as
This amendment was framed in the spirit of the
Apothecaries Act of 1815, which respected the follows :-H That a licence·fee of
be imposed upon
then existing interests, and he trusted it would
eating· house keepers and others, for the privilege
be agreed to.
Mr. CARPENTER moved that the Chairman of selling beer manufactured in the colony."
The blank he desired to have filled up with the
do report progress. (H Hear," and It No.")
Mr. SNODGRASS and Mr. HEDLEY opposed words" five pounds."
the motion for reportmg progress, and appealed
Mr. DON thought such a measure as this would
to the hone member not to press his motion.
tend greatly to the demoralization of the country,
Dr. MACADAM stated most unhesitatingly because after a licence had been allowed for the
that the li(entlemen referred to by the hon. memo sale of colonial beer it would be impossible to
ber for South Bourke were not legally entitled prevent the sale of other intoxicating Jiquors in
to practise in their own country. The diploma the same house. He would, therefore, oppose it
in Germany was a testimonial to qualification, with all his might. He warned those hone mem·
but it gave no licence to practice.
bers who had a regard for vested interests to
Mr. HOOD supported the clause.
take care of what they were about.
Mr. SNODGRASS quite agreed with the obThe CHAIRMAN then put the question, that he
report progress; but after the bell had been servations of the hone member; and he thought
rung, and hone members brought in from their the right of selling beer should be confined to
H refreshments," it was called out that there
those persons who sold colonial beer oonly. He
would be H no division." Two or three hone did not think that the passing of the resolutions
members, however, insisted, but after the doors would encoura~e sly·grog selling, but, on the con·
were locked, they, amid much laughter, walked trary, he believed it would check it.
Mr. MACKINTOSH said the hone member
over to the "Noes," which practically left H no
division" to be taken.
had not touched upon the question of protection t
The clause was th'iln read a second time.
but the time approached when the House WOul4
Dr. BV ANS considered that the clause had have to consider it. (" Oh, oh.") The question
better be reserved for a future occasion, e.s it was of small beer might be a small question, but it
not sufficiently explanatory.
was one which had considerable connexion with
Mr. BRODIE asked what could be mellont by protection (hear, hear); and however conthe words H old law," which were contained in temptible it might appear, it would have to be
the amendment? What was the legal meaning met some 1.1 ay. Small beer he had a decided
of the words "old law!" (H Hear hear'" and objection to (" Hear, hear," and Id.ughter); but
cries of " Withdraw.")
"
the questions of distillation and of protection
After a delay of some moments, during which would come beforet he House soon (laughter,;
Mr. L. L. SMITH appeared to be altering his re- and however hon. members might laugh, the
solution,
revision of the tariff must be considered.

The question was, that the words proposed to be
omitted stand p ...rt of the question.
The committee divided, and the numbers
wereFor summary conviction
15
Against
15
The foUowingis the division·list : -
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Mr. CATHIE asked whether the hone member
was in order in referring to the revision of the
tariff?
The CHAIRMAN ruled that the hone member
must confine himself to the question under consideration.
Mr. MACKINTOSH W88 not there to be called
to order by the hone and "serious" member for
Ballarat (laughter); but he would ask whether
any deference should be paid to the manufactures
of the colony, or whether French manufactures
sbould he allowed to compare with them? (Laughter.) Notning under Heaven (hear, hear), either
contractors, or officials, or sycopbants f')r favour,
should prevent him from speaking his mmd,
or would put him out of his place. (Hear,
hear.) He would say that Victoria was drifting downwards to its very ebb; and now only
sycophants could speak. (" Oh, oh ; "and" Cut
it short.") He would not H cui it short," although
he was told to do so; and whatever the fress
might say he would not do so. (H QuestlOn,"
from Mr. bon.) The Hon. Sir Charles Jd.rdine
DonThe CHAIRMAN called the hone member to
order.
Mr. MACKINTOSH then went on to refer to
various matters not connected with the resolution, when he was again called to order by the
Chairman, and sat down.
Mr. HOOD considered that the proposed
measure could not increase sly grog'selling,
as it would be impossible to increase it. He
would support the resolutions, notwithstanding
what had fallen f' um the hone member for East
Bourke. He could not understand the opposition
of the hone member for Collingwood (Mr. Don),
inasmuch as last year he argued in support of the
resolutions, that it would be much better if a mason
could enjoy his pint of colonial beer at his
lodginghouse, without having to go to a hotel
o purchase English beer. (Hear, hear.)
lIr. CATBIE oondemned the resolutions, as
the effect of them would be that there would
be an increase of crime and poverty in the
country.
Mr. CHAPMAN considered that the resolutions, if passed, would have a far different effect
from that mentioned by the hone member who
had just sat down. He should support the resolutions; but he would like, at the same time, to
amalgamate them with the Licensed Victuallers
Bill, which had been brought down by an hone
member to that House.
Mr. GREEVES moved that the Chairman report progress.
Mr. DONALD was about to address the House,
when
The CHAIRMAN reminded him that the
motion before the House was that he .. report
progress. "
Mr. DO~ remarked that experience had shown
him that he was wrong in supporting the bill
of the hone member for Sandhnrst last session.
He tbought the principle contained in the resolutions was wrong, and he should oppose them.
He had no hesitation in confessing that his former opinions were wrong.
Mr. FRAZER moved that the Chairman report progress.

Mr. J. T. SMITH recognized the necessity for
an alteration of the laws affecting licensed victuallers, if only for the benefit of the gold-diggings
population; but this end, he contended, would
not be se\}ured by the propositions before the
committee. He denied the possibility of making
a people 80ber merely by act of Parliament. He
supported the motion for reporting progress, in
order that the subject might be more fully discussed on a future occasion.
After some observations from Mr. BRODIE,
Mr. HEALES reminded the committee that
the member for Maryborough had before the
House a bill dealing with the entire subject, and
submitted that the question should be dealt with
as a whole. He was in favour of a speedy consolidation of the laws relating to this particular
traffio, but the end would not be secured by the
passing of the present resolutions.
Mr. PRENDERGAST hoped the whole sub·
ject would be properly dealt with after the Easter
recess.
Mr. HOW ARD challenged the member for
Ballarat East (Mr. Cathie) with having changed
his views on "spiritual" subjects on more than
one occasion. (Laughter.) He should press the
question to a division.
Mr. MYLES reminded the committee that the
resolutions of the member for Sandhurst applied
solely to ;:olonial beer, and protested against any
further delay in dealing with that question.
The motion for reporting progress was then
agreed to.
The House resumed, when
The CHAIRMAN reported progress, and obtained leave to sit again on the 11th proximo.
GOLD EXPORT DUTY.
The next order of the day was the resumption
of the debate on the abolition of the gold export
duty.
Mr. FRAZER moved that the debate be post
poned until Thursday next.
Mr. SERVICE objected to the postponement.
The country expected this motion to be dealt
with on this occasion, and it said little for the
patriotism of hone members if they objected to
devote one night to the question.
Mr. HEALES was surprised at the member
for Ripon desirmg to force upon th~ House, at
nearly 1 o'clock in the morning, a lIubject which,
above all others, required reasonable and bir discussion. It savoured of indecency to furce a
question ofsuch importance to a division without
due deliberation.
Mr. JOHNSTON moved that the House do
now adjourn.
Mr. DONALD objected to a postponement,
after so many hone members had waited for the
discussion, and after several hone members had
paired off on the question. It was seldom so
large an attendance was seen at so late an hour.
All that was asked was that the question should
be advanced a stage this evening, and that the
discussion should take place on the second
reading CJf the bill. If the question were not
taken that night. it would be jeopardi~ed for the
session.
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Mr. GILLIES regretted that some underRtandMr. WOODS denied this latter assertion. The
abolition of the gold export dutYl he contended, ing could not be come to as to the time when the
had already been conceded by the HOU8£, and question would be duly considered.
this notwithstanding the apparently heaven-horn
Mr. JOHNSTON called attention to the fact
mission of the member for Maryborough.
that there was no House.
Mr. HUl\IFFRAY was surprised at hone memThe bell was rung, and after the usual inbers seeking to force on the question, seeing that terval the Speaker made the usual" count," and
the agitation in its favour would only increase by declared, as only 15 members were present, that
delay.
the House stood adjourned.
The House rose at 5 minutes to 1 o'clock.
After observations from Mr. SNODGRASS,

FORTY-FOURTH DAY-FRIDAY, MARCH 22, 1861.
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.
The SPEAKER took the chair at half-past 4
o'clock.
ELECTION FOR WEST MELBOURNE.
The SPEAKER said he had received a return
to the writ for West Melbourne, announcing that
Thomas Loader, Esq., had been duly elected.
PETITIONS.
Mr. VERDON presented a petition from the
Congregational Church at Williamstown, in
favour of the bill for the abolition of state aid
to religion. Pe: itions were also presented by Mr.
HENDERSON from the Baptist Church at Sandhurst, and from the members of the Hawthorn
Union Church, for the same object.
RETURNS.
Mr. HEALES laid on the table a return in
obedienoe to an order of the House, showing the
number of buildings occupied by the police,
rents paid, &c.
Mr. BROOKE laid on the table copies of
despatches and memoranda relative to the survey
of the colony of Victoria.
THE CASE OF MR. l\IfCRAE.
Mr. PYKE gave notice that, on Tuesday next,
he would ask the Commissioner of Mines if the
Government had appointed a board of inquiry
into the case of Mr. John MfCrae, lately prospecting in Gipps Land; if there was any objection to state the names of the members of such
board, and if it was proposed they should constitute a court of inquiry into the conduct of
previous Miuisters?
THE SQUATTING TENURE.
Mr. HEDLEY gave notice that, on Thursday,
the 11th April, he would move that thill House
will on the following Thursday resolve itself into
a. committee of the whole to conSIder the following resolutions :_H That the system under which
the pastoral lands of the colony are at present
occupied IS unsatisfa~tory and unjust, both to the
state and to t.he tenants. That i& is desirable to
substitute for the present system a tenure which,
while affording every encouragement to the progress of agricultural settlement, would secure to
the state an adequate rent for the use of the
pastoral lands, on ('onditions calculated to promote such improvements as would greatly increase their grazing capabilities, add to the permanent resources of the country, and afford

additional employment to mechanics and
labourers. That it is the duty of the Government to bring in a bill for th18 purpose."
POLICE MAGISTRATE FOR THE WESTERN
COUNTIES.
Mr. MOLLISON asked the hone the Chief
Secretary. with reference to a memorial presented
last session to the Attorney-General, from the
inhabItants of Casterton, Digby, and Merino, for
an additional police m80jtistrate for the Western
Counties, if he would lay on the table a copy
of the reply made to the memorialists.
1\1r. HE ALES had much pleasure in laying a
copy of the reply on the table.
GOLD EXPORT DUTY.
Mr. FRAZER gave notice that, on Tuesday
next, he would move the suspension of the standing orders, so as to allow Ihe debate on the gold
export duty to take precedence on Thursday
next.
THE VOLUNTEERS'RIFLES.
Mr. FOOTT asked the hone the Treasurer
what number of Enfield and Lancaster rifles and
targets had been received by the Government for
the use of the volunteers, and how the same had
been distributed.
Mr. VERDON said the return was in course of
preparation, and would, he hoped, be laid on the
table in a few days. (Hear, hear.)
8HIPPING RETURNS.
Mr. NICHOLSON asked the hone the Chief
Secretary if he had any objection to lay on the
table of the House a return showing for e~ch
yea.r, for the last five years, the number and tonnage of vessels that have discharged and received
cargo at the harbour of Geelong j a similar
return for Williamstown; a similar return for the
Sandrid!J:e Government pier; a sinular return for
all wharfs, Melbourne.
Mr. HEALES had no objection to lay these
returns on the table, and he hoped to do so before
the Easter recess. (Hear, hear.)
PRINflNG C01IIMiTTitE.
Mr. HENDERSON brought up the 10th report
of the Printing Committee.
THE CASE OF MR. WEIGALL.
:\fr. PRENDERGAST a..'lked the hone the
Treasurer what position Mr. Weigall holds in Ihe
Government service? 1n what capacity Mr.
Weigall acted in the conduct of a prosecution for
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embezzlement at Dunolly? Whether Mr. Weigall
received remuneration for his services as an advocate on tbat occasion, or any and what extra payment? What is the salary paid to Mr. Weigall
by the Government?
Mr. VERDON, in reply, said Mr. Weigall was
a clerk in the correspondence branch of the
Treasury. In the case referred to, he acted on
behalf of the Treasury. In reply to tbe third
question, he had to state that Mr. Weigall did
not receive any remuneration for bis services as an
advocate, but was paid for his travelling expenses,
and received in addition a sum of 10 gumeas for
the special service he then rendered. In answer
to the fourtb question, Mr. Weigall received a
salary of £400 a-year. For the information of
the hon. member, he might mention that he was
induced to use Mr. Weigall's knowledge of the
peculiar duties of the Treasury. inasmuch as
several cases had broken down in consequence
of there being no one present to give such information to the legal gentlemen conducting the
case as would secure a conviction. In this par·
ticular case of Macartbur, it was peculiarly desirable to have a conviction, and he had accordin!!ly
sent up Mr. Weigal! to the police'office, with the
Attorney-General's leave, and there was a conviction. Subsequently, he asked the hon. the
Attorney General that Mr. Weigall should be
allowed to go and prosecute the case as a barrister, but the Attorney-General declined to allow
him, as to do so was, in his opinion, contrary to
the rules of the profession, and accordingly he
did not go as a barrister.
Mr. PRENDERGASI'.- Am I to understand
he was not instructed, and did not act as an advocate at the polioe court at Dunolly ?
Mr. VERDON.-IIe did not act as a barrister.
Any person-a detective officer often did 80might conduct a prosecution before a police
court; but Mr. Weigall did so as a clerk, and not
as a barrister.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-Am I to understand
that at the Police-court at Dunolly Mr. Weigall
examined and cross-examined witnesses; that he
received a fee of ten guineas for conduoling the
case; and that he did so with the sanction of the
hon. and learned the Attorney-General-the head
of the profession?
Mr. VERDON could only repeat that Mr.
Weigall went as a clerk of the Treasury to conduct a prosecution, and not as counsel; and tl}at
the amount he received was paid as for special
service.
Mr. PRENDERGAST was not satisfied -;vhether Mr. Weigall was simply instructed to give
information to the professional gentleman conducting 1 he case, and he begged to give notice
that, on Tuesday next, he should, in the absence
of the Attorney-General, ask the Chief Secretary
to lay on the lable any minute or note of the
bono the Attorney-General with respect to the
appointment or sending of Mr. Weigall to
Dunolly. (Hear.)
THE LAND AND DIVORCE BILLS.
Mr. WOOD gave notice that on Tuesday, he
would ask the Chief Secretary if any despatches
had bl:'en received from the home Government
\lith re~ptct to the Land and Di\"orce Bill".
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IMMIGRATION.
Mr. L. L. SMITH called the II-ttention of the
Chief Secretary to a paragraph in the Weekly
DiJJpatch as to the f tate of the artizans of this
colony, and asked if the Government "ould
press forward their resolutions with regard to
sending home lecturers for the purpose of increasing immigration?
Mr. HEALES could not answer the hon.
member, as the sending home lecturers was
entirely contingent on the House granting the
money. (Laughter.)
THE POLICE ESTABLISHMENT.
Mr. MOLLISON gave notice that, on Tuesday. he would ask the Chief Secretary if there
was any objection to lay before the House an outline of the scheme by which it was proposed to
save £50,000 out of the grants for the police
force.
RAILWAY PLANT.
In reply to a question from Mr. SERVICE,
Mr. BROOKE said he hoped to lay a return of
the imported railway plant on the table by Tuesday next.
THE EASTER RECESS.
Mr. HEALES movedU That the House, at its rising on Thursday,
the 28th inst., do adjourn to Tuesday, the 9th
April, for the Easter holidays."
He would content himself by simply observing
that last year the House adjourned for 18 days,
whereas he, on this occasion, only asked for 12.
(Hear, hear.)
Mr. VERDON seconded the motion.
Mr. NICHOL80N did not desire to offer any
opposition to the motioI?- of the ho~. me~ber, but
he wished to ask when It was the mtentLOn of the
Government to fill up the two offices of Postmaster-General and Commissioner of Railways?
(Hear.)
.
Mr. llEALES. - I may state, for the Information of the hon. member, that it is the intention
of the Government to fill up the offices_alluded to.
I cannot supply him as to when that wlll be done,
but as soon as it is convenient to the Government
they will do so. (" Hear, hear," and laughter.)
Dr. MACADAM moved, and Mr. CUAP~.;\N
seconded a motion that the House at its nsmg
do adjou:n to Tuesday, the 16th April.
Mr. 8XODGRASS moved, and Mr. HENDERSO~ seconded an amendment to the effect
that 'the House at its rising adjourn to the Uth
of April.
After. a short discussion, both amendments
were declared lost, and the original motiOn by Mr.
llea.les was carried.
RETURN.
Mr. BROOKE brought up a return of all the
Crown lands sold or leased under the new Land
Act with the names of the purchasers or lessees,
to ist of March inclusive.
REDUCED OFFICERS.
Mr. WOOD gave notice that, on Tuesday next,
he would ask, was it the intention of the Government to offer employment to Capt. Horne
and Mr. Alley, former~y police _marstrates, in
the event of a.ny vacanCl(~'s occurnn~ .
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SUPPLY.
lor) wished the House to believe that his object
The resolutions of the Committee of Supply was the reduction of a tax, but he begged to dIffer
already passed were brought up, reported to the with him, for he was not correct in point of fact
that there was a tax on spirits manucbctured in
House, and agreed to.
Victoria, but only in a very limited sense, as there
DISTILLATION OF SPIRITS.
was a special bill passed to allow of the manufac·
On the question that the House go into Com· ture of spirits in one particular instance only.
Mr. LALOR-· No, generally.
mittee of Supply,
Mr. SERVICE would not dispute the hon.
Mr. LALOR rose to propose the following
resolutions :member's statement, as he certainly ought to be
HI. That, in the opinion of this House, it is de. better informed than himself, but were it so, the
sirable to encourage the distillation of spirits in second resolution ought to be worded differently,
the colony, rather than import the same from and read "to reduce the duty." There was no
foreign countries. 2. That a. duty not exceeding manufacture of spirits legally except in one place
7s. 6d. per gallon should be imposed on spirits in the colony. The third resolution was, how·
.
3 Th
db'
ever, a fatal one.
· V·
manuf acture d m lCtolla. .
at a uty e lmMr. SNODGRASS thought the question was
one that ought properly to be referred to a composed on imported malt."
He hoped the House would bear with him for a mittee of ways and means. He reminded the
few minutes, while he introduced the subject. House that only the other night the hon. member,
He desired that the debate should be taken on Mr. Lalor, sitting as chairman ~ committees,
the two first resolutions, after which the third re· ruled to that effect with respect to nis (Mr. Snodsolution could be considered separately. With grass's) desire to eliclt an expression from the
rhegaHrd to thbe reved~ue question, he who.uid sdatisfbY committee with respect to the levying of wharfage
t.e ouse. y rea mg some retur~s e h a o· rates.
The SPEAKER said the relevancy or othertamed, whl.ch went to prov~ that It would be ~n
advantage If the tax on spmts manufactured I? wise of a motion brought forward on going into
the Colony were red.uced. .By these ~eturns It committee of supply was of no consideratlOn, so
app~ared that the fa!hng off m duty on Imported long as it was consonant with the rules of the
bpmts between 1808 and 1861 amounted to House. It was sufficient that in the opinion of
the hon. m6mber moving it, it was a matter of
£111,434.
Mr. DUFFY rose to a point of order. He importance to justify his bringing it forward at
thought it was scarcely legitimate to bring such a that particular juncture. but there could be no
motion forward as a negative to going into corn· doubt that any question affecting trade could not
mittee of Supply, but setting aside such conside- be moved in that way, nor any motion affecting the
ration the resolutions proposed by the hon. memo imposition of a duty, as it would only be void and
ber affected trade, and ought therefore to be in· of none effect, unless referred anew to a committee
troduced in committee of the whole House. A of the House. He was of opinion that the third
grievance might be moved on the question of the resolution was clearlyirregull:lor, but the remainder
chairma.n leaving the chair, but not a proposal of the resolutions were in order.
to impose a tax.
Mr. LALOR had no intention of pressing the
Mr. LALOR considered that so far from putting matter, as against the views and wishes of hon.
on a. new tax, he proposeu by his resolutions to members. He would, however, ask the Presiredu<:e that now existmg, and nothing was more dent of the Board of Land and Works, after the
constltutional than to reduce or to propose a intimation which he had made to the House, on
resolution to reduce a tax. lIe proposed that a what day he intended to bring down his bill for
duty not exceeding 7s. 6d. per gallon should be encouraging dIstillation.
:\fl-. BROOKE observed that the action taken
imposed on spirits manufactured in the Colony,
while at present the duty levied amounted to by the Government was not at all consequent
10s. per gallon, so that it was a reduction and not upon the action takeu by the member for South
an increase that his resolution sought to effect.
Grant. It was stated, when the Government
Mr. DUFFY-It regulated trade.
first assumed offi:le, that it was their intention
Mr. LALOR-It did not. It had nothing to to introduce a bill to legalize distillation in Viedo with the regulations of trade. He granted toria. The bill was drawn more than two months
with regard to the third resolution &on objection ago, and the member for Emerald Hlll was to
might be taken, but he was prepared to show have introduced it, and the bringing forward of
from May, and also from the decision of the the measure had been delayed only through the
Speaker of the House of Commons, Mr. retirement from office and illness of that
Sbaw Lefevre, that it was competent for the hon. member. The Government expected to get
House to affirm an absolute resolution providing the bill back directly, and, as soon as it came
there was no immediate result from that resolu· into their hands, it would be introduced. The
tion. The hon. member quoted his authorities Government were quite aware of the necessity
from May, 515, and from page 181 of Mr. Shaw for the measure. It appeared that the grain
Lefevre's decisions. He, however, proposed to crop throughout the colony had been injured to
consider only the first two resolutions at the pre- a considerable extent, and, if this bill passed,
sent time, with respect to which, he thought no farmers would be able to find a market for larg
doubt could be entertained as to the propriety of quantities of grain which were not available for
milling purposes.
his moving them at that particular period.
Mr. SERVICE concurred with what had fallen
Mr. GREEVES thought that was a valid
from the hon. member for Vilhers and Heytes- reason why there should be no delay, and that
bury. The third resolution affirmed that a duty the resolutions of Mr. Lalor should be at once
should be imposed. The hon. member (Mr. La- considered.
I
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Mr. HADLF;lY bore testimony to the injury
done to the gram crops generally, and the serious
loss resulting to the farmer from want of some
market for the disposal of the grain which though
unfit for human consumption, was well adapted
f0l' purposes of distillation.
Mr. O'SHANASSY wished to know whether it
was intended to carry out the spirit of Mr. Lalor's
resolutions, to levy a duty of 7s. 6d. per gallon hl
the way described, and hew it was proposed by
the mere passing of a bill to carry these resolu·
tions into effect. He conceived it would want
something more than the mere passing of a hill.
There would have to be distilleries, which would
require to be placed under control, and other
matters of importance which induced him to ask
whether the Government were not holding out
hopes that were not likely to be realised.
Mr. BROOKE said it was the intention to
impose a le88 duty on colonial distilled spirits
than on those which passed the Custom·house.
With reference to the result of the operation of
dIstilleries, the Government were in a position to
inform the House that one·third of the amount
of spirits consumed in the colony were from
illicit distillation, and if a measure proposing a
moderate duty were brought into operation there
would be little doubt that many who now evaded
the law, would bring themselves under its operation (hear).
After remarks from Mr. L. L. SMITH and Mr.
CARR, the resolutions, with the leave of the
House, were withdrawn.
CIVIL POLICE.

Mr. VERDON proposed the following vote
for salaries and wages under this head :-Inspecting 3uperintendent,£550; 17 superintendents
(nine at £425, and eight at £400), £7,025; 10inspectors (five at £300, and five at £275), .£2,875 ; 10
sub·inspectors, at £250, £2,500 ; drill instructor,
at lIs. per diem, £200 158. ; 108 sergeants, (54 at
10s., and 54 at 9s. per diem), £18,724 10s. ; 1,200
constables (150 at 8s. 6d., and 1,050 at 8s. per
diem), £176,56815s.-1ess, reduction in pay of Is.
per diem in case of men under one year's service,
say 200, £3,650-£172,918 15s. ; 8 escort drivers,
at 10s. per diem, £1,460 ; coachsmith, at 128. per
~iiem. £219; farrier, at 12s. per diem, £219;
wheelwright, at 10s. per diem, £182108.; saddler,
a.t 10s. per diem, £182 10s.; armourer, at 128.
per diem, £219; 60 cooks and searchers, at £25
(wives of constables), £1,500. Total, £208,776.
Mr. SNODGRASS proposed the omiEsion of
the first item-that of inspec-ing superintendent.
He considered such an officer perfectly useless,
particula:-ly as they had a cert.ain nllmber of
superintendents; and as it was the duty of every
superintendent to visit each station in his district
at least once a month'. He understood that this
officer had been useful to the Chief Secretary in
enabling him to make the reductions which had
been effected in the police Estimates; but he had
heard that, before seeking the aid of the inspect
ing superintendent, the Chief Secretary applied
for advice to the head of the department without
success. He (Mr. Buodgrass) thought the Chief
Secretary should explain to the House the nature
of the information which he received from the
ehief commissioner of police.
Mr. HEALES said, on Wednesday evening he
expla.ined as fully as Le was able all the circum-
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stances which had taken place with reference to
the officer alluded to. It was his opinion, on
taking office, that the police force of the country
was too heaVIly officered. He mentioned this to
the chief commissioner, and obtained from him a.
return showing the location of the various officers.
He directed the attention of the chief commissioner to the Richmond depOt, and two or three
other stations, where he thought there was
an immoderate number of officers; but the chief
commissioner assured him that it was not possible
to reduce the number of officers at those stations
without imp~iring the efficiency of the force,
a.nd the interview terminated in the ohief commissioner expressing his belief that no reduction
could be made. He (Mr. Heales) was dissatisfied
with this, and determined upon con'lulting the
officer next in rank to the chief commissioner,
Mr. Smith, the inspecting· superintendent. He
expressed his determination to the chief commissioner, with whose knowledge and concurrence
Mr. Smith waited upon him. Mr. Smith informed
him that certain reductions could be made, and
supplied him with a report on the subject, which
report was referred to the chief commis&ioner,
who made his remarks thereon, and in the end
he (Mr. Heales) came to the conclusion that the
inspector's advice was such as would justify him
in making certain reductions, which reductions
he had made accordingly. He had no personal
knowledge whatever of Mr. Smith before
consulting him; he told him that, by the
advice which he gave, he might place himself in an unpleasant poSition, but so long as
Parliament protecled him (Mr. Heales) for the
reductions he had made, he should protect Mr.
Smith for the information which that gentleman
had furnished. (Hear, hear.) With regard to
the proposition of the member for Dalhousie. he
was surprised that the hon. member had not discovered that the office of inspecting·superintendent was unnecessary until this year, when
the salary was red uced from £700 to .£550.
Mr. SNODGRASS observed that the office
was necessary when the force wa.s established,
but the necessity, he contended, did not now
exist.
Mr. HEALES differed from the member for
Dalhousie. He submitted that it was necessary
that there should be a visiting superintendent to
go to the various stations throughout the colony
when he was least expected. Mr. Smith had
worked very hard, and his labours had resulted
in considerable improvements in the force.
(Hear, hear.)
Mr. MICHIE remarked that the member fov
DtIolhousie had made out no case for the abolition of this office; and contended that Mr.
Smith had done neither more nor less than his
duty in giving information to the Government,
seemg that that information was solicited, and
supplied with the previous recognition and
authority of his superior officer. There might
or might not be differences of opinion as to
whether the Chief Secretary had acted in accordance with the demands of discipline in ap'
pealing from the judgement of the chief commissioner to that of a subordinate officer;
but that was a question entirely apart from the
question before the committee.
Mr.,O'SHANASSY said'the office of in!;pectmgsuperintendent should not be disturbed, if the
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police force of .he colony-a force distributed
over a vast exten. of territory, and expected to
do not only thE: ordinary duties expected from
the police of the mother country, but other and
serious duties ('.)nstantly thrown upon it by
legislative enaetl1ent-were to be kept on the
footing which it had hItherto maintained. It
seemed to him trnt there was not a single officer
connected with be police force, from the chief
commissioner dcwnwards, of more essential
service than ;he inspecting-superintendent.
Speaking from an experience of 20 months
of tha.t officer', conduct, he was perfectly
persuaded that the efficiency of the force,
so far as one officer's supervision extended
to such a thin~, depended upon the maintenance of this post. The inspecting-superintendent was e;ernally travelling, and had a
certain allowance for this purpose; he went from
station to station. arriving at each at unexpected
times; he had frequently to hold courts of inquiry on oomplai:1ts made, and to make reports
thereon to heac-quarters.
Whenever a new
rush occurred, it was the special duty of this
officer to go there and be the acting superintendent, and it was in vain to suppose that a
force composed of 1,300 men, and the maintenance of which entailed an annual cost
of £2f'iO 000 could have a perfect orga.nisatIon without such an officer. The thing was
impossible. (Hear, hear.) As to the relations of this officer with the Government, he
thought the inspecting-superintendent had heen
placed, more or less, in a false position, in being
called upon to give opinions which might or
might not be opposed to those of the head of the
department. He had a friendly feeling towards
both those officers, and he considered it well for
hon. members to take care that, in dIscussing
this mattelt, they did not deal unfairly with the
head of the dep!ortment. (Hear, hear.) He
should like to know in what these two officers
dIffered with rega.rd to the constitution of the
police force, and whether the difference as to
reduction referred to the number or pay of the
men. (Hear, hear.) lIe could understand the
head of the force, after having made a report to the
late Government as to this particular service,
should decline to make a dIfferent report to the
succeeding Government. It would be very unreasonable to expect an officer at all worthy the
confidence of the Government to "eat his own
words" within a fortni~ht. (Hear, hear.) Under
these circumstances, It might be perfectly reconcilable for these two gentlemen to differ
from one another as to the feasibihty of police
reductions. Hon. members, however, had not
the circumstances placed before them; and
until the circumstances were before them, it
would be premature to come to a decision on the
point. (Hear, hear.) At the same time, he considered the member for Dalhousie had made out
no case for the abolition of the offil!e. (Hear,
hear.)
Mr. HE~DERSON, while concurring JZ:enerally in the remarks of the member for Kilmore,
considered that in many of the mining districts,
there were more officers than were required; in
fact, he considered the business would be better
done if there were fewer, and more efficient,
officers.
Mr. CARPENTER believed, with the hon.

559

member for Kilmore, that the officer in question
was a very efficient one, and also that he was
not sufficiently paid. The Chief Secretary had
hardly acted with perfect propriety in seeking
Mr. Smith's advice. The reductions were done
in a roundabout way, and not as a Chief Secretary should do them. The chief commissioner
was the proper person to state what reductions
should be made; and if Captain Standish could
not give advice which Mr. Smith could, Mr.
Smith ought to be chief commissioner. From
the Chief Secretary's reII!arks about protecting
Mr. Smith, it would appear that that gentleman's
fellow officers felt strongly against him, and this
looked as though all was not right. Could he
(Mr. Carpenter) believe that Mr. Smith's advice
had been given properly, he would say
no more; but circumstances led him to
think differently. The present. chief commissioner had been very indifferently treated by
the Government, and the House ought to be in
possession of more facts, and have the expressed
opinion of both Captain Standish and Mr. Smith~
before them.
Mr. HEALES asked to be allowed to say a few
words in reply to the hon. member for KiImore.
lIe did not propose to answer the remarks of the
hon. member for Mandurang, because they were
not made in a spirit that called for an "nswer.
The reductions which he (Mr. Heales) had been
asked to place before the House were as follow:Two superintendents at £400 a year, three inspectors at £300, two inspectors at £275, six subinspectors at £250, and one sergeant acting subinspector at £182. The whole of these reductions of salaries amounts to £3,300 a-year.
Other reductions, such as forage allowances.
naturally followed, but they had not been
added up. These were the alterations, and he
wished it to be distinctly understood that nothing
had been done by the advice of :\Ir. Smith
beyond this. That gentleman was in no way or
degree answerable for the reductions made in the
salaries of the main body of the force or of the
officers, the Government having taken no advice
at all in the matter. All Mr. Smith's advice had
been relative to the officering of the foree. As to
the other remarks that had been made, he would.
after his distinct avowal already made, that he
had never seen Mr. Smith or known anything
of him individually before that gentleman was
written to, he would leave the committee to judge
between the hon. member for Mandurang and
himself.
~Ir. CHAPMAN opposed the abolition of the
office of t.ravelling-superintendent.
Mr. J. T. SMITH thought some little misunderstanding existed. The public expendIture had
to be curtailed; the Chief Secretary wanted information, ami he sent for it. There was nothing
which could lead the House to believe that Mr.
SmIth had put himself forward, and there was,
therefore, no ground for the accusations which
had been implied. Day after day, and year after
year, he had known Mr. Smith to be a most
meritorious and efficient officer.
Mr. FRANCIS had heard one remark fall from
the Chief Secretary which was exceedingly
agreeable to him, as it carried out his own views
as to reduced officers, and which he thought were
most equitable. The Chief Secrt;tary had told
the hon. member for Dalhousie tha.t in reducin~
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officers he always intended to give them compensation, and to reinstate them 9.8 soon as possible. Now,
a~ he had been instrumental in abolishing several
offices, and he had been frequently asked if there
was any chance of re· employment, he was very
glad to hear such a principle avowed by the Chief
Secretary. It was rather inconsistent with what
had fallen from him before, but, at the same
time, it was most equitable, and he boped to see
it always carried out.
Mr. SNODGRASS begged to assure the House
that no personal feeling whatever had animated
him. Seeing that the feeling of the House was
against him, he would withdraw his amendment.
Mr. J. T. SMITH had happened to converse
with the hone member for Dalhousie before the
matter had been brought forward, and that hone
member had then expressed himself in favour of
the reduction he had proposed. He (Mr. Smith)
would, without discussion, move that the salary
of the officer under discussion be increased £50.
Mr. HEALES trusted the hone member for
Creswick would not press his proposition.
Mr. J. T. SMITH, to save argument, would
withdraw it.
Mr. DON would draw attention to the item of
10 sub-inspectors at £250. From information
derived from aD. old member of the force, he
believed the office of sub· inspector was an entirely useless one, and could be best. filled by
the sergeants. lIe moved that only five subinspectors be appointed.
Mr. SNODGRASS would ask the Chief Secretary what districts would suffer in consequence
of the reductions?
Mr. HEALES could not give the information,
not having mastered all tht: details in connexion
with the reductions. The chief commissioner
bad expressed his willin~ne8s to carry out such
reductions as were made; and he (Mr. IIeales)
-begged to say that he had by no means lost coniidenee in that gentleman. (Hear, hear.) lie
:hoped the qnelltion would not be pressed.
Mr. S80DGRASS thought he was not asking
too much when he preRsed for an answer.
Mr. HEALES was of opinion that no district
would suffer. Had he thought so, he would never
bave propJ8ed the reductions. (Hea.r, hear.)
He hoped the amendment would not be pressed.
Mr. SNODGRASS asked the rea~on or-the
inequalities;in the salaries of the superintendents:?
He found that on the last ESlimates there wer'e
9 at £550, and 10 at £500. He now found there
were 9 at £425, and 8 at £400. He wished to
know how that was?
Mr. HEALES said there was always a distinction in rank upheld among these gentlemen,
and with that distinction in nmk there was
always Cl. distinction in pay. The Government
bad seen no reason for altering the arrangement
that had been adopted by their predecessors.
(Hear, bear.)
Mr. SNODGRASS moved an amendment, to
the effect, that the amount of the vote be increased by a sum of £200, in order to put all
those officer!! on a par.
Mr. WOODS opposed the increase. He should
like to know where, in any part of the worlri,
these superintendents received anything like
the amount they were paid here ~ (Hear.} It
should be recollected that these men received not
alone £400 a year, but they were also allowed
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quarters, fuel, light, water, and the serviees of a
groom. (Hear.}
Mr. HOOD opposed the increase. He had
been up the country several times, and it certainly appeared to him that the life of those
superintendents was one of the most easy, jolly
lives a young man could wish for. Except attending a Bench once or twice a. week, this officer
s~emed to have nothing whatever to do. He
recollected hearing of a case that occurred at
Swan Hill, in which the officer, being inter:rogated
in court, was asked, "What does No. 1 do?"
Cl Oh!
No. 1 looks after my horse." "Well,
what does No. 2 do?" "Oh! No. 2 co,oka for
the men." "Well, No. 3?" Cl Oh! No. 3100kR
after the men." "Well, what does No. 4 do?"
"Oh! No. 4 is the men." (Great laughter.)
That was just the way; there were but lour men
in all, and one was engaged working for the
other. (I1ear, hear.) He did not object to pay~
ing the police; what he did object to was having
too many. He would rather see the number
decreased and the pay increased.
Mr. J. T. SMITH supported the amendment.
Mr. HEALES said there was a principle involved in this case. All through these Estimates
it would be seen that there were grades among
the officers and among the men. For instance
there were nine of these officers at £425, and
eight at £400 a year. So with the next rank,
there were five at £300, and five at £275. T.he
same principle applied to the privates. There
were three grades; and if this increase of £200
were agreed to, it would necessitate a proportionate increase for the nine superior officers.
Hear.)
Mr. PRENDERGAST did not see any good
reason for the amendment of the bono member
for Dalhotlsie, and he would, therefore, support
the proposition of the Government. (Hear,
hear.)
Mr. SNODGRASS, in reply to the member for
Crowlands, said that the superintendent of a
cattle station was better paid than the superintendents of police.
Mr. CARPENTER reminded hone rnembers
that the expensive uniforms and the saddlery
should be taken into consideration.
After observations from Mr. CATHIE and Mr.
SERJEANT,
Mr. GREEVES said, in New South Wales,
the salary of a first· class superintendent was
£175, and a second-class superintendetl t £140.
The police of this colony were a remnar\t of the
force formed on the first breaking; Ollt of the
gold-field discoveries, when the pay "'as fixed
exceedingly high, in order to make the force
attractive.
Mr. Snodgrass's amendment was then neRa·
tived; and Mr. DON withdrew his proposition for
reducing' the salaries of the sub·inspectors.
Mr. O'SHANASSY called attention to the
office order for defraying the hotel expenses of
the escort police, and inquired whether any
change had been made in the arrangement. The
hotel expenses would swallow up the salary, and
more.
Mr. HEALES said no a.lteration had heen
made in the arrangement existing when he took
office.
Mr. DON complained that et quarters, fuel,
light, and water," were not allowed to the ser-
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geants at Collinl!wood, as the Estimates represented, and yet one class of sergeants had
been reduced from 12s. to 10s., and the
other from l1s. to 9s. per day. The sergeants had to. do all the work. for which the
sub-inspectors In town were paId. They made
out all the returns, which the sub-inspectors had
only to sign. They were at greater expense in
lIving tba.n if they were priva.te citizens, and if
their clothes were damaged in the execution of
their duty, they had to provide entirely fresh garments. The position of a sergeant at Adelaide
was far better than in Melbourne. Mr. Don concluded by moving an increase of a shilling per
day_to each serlleant.
Mr. HEALES said he was ignorant of the fact
that the Estimates were not correct in the matter
to which the member for Collingwood referred,
but at all events it was his desire to carry out the
intentions of Parliament. Hon. members might
be aware that there was a difficulty in providing
quarters for married men.
Mr. DON observed that the cases to which he
had referred were those of married men.
Mr. HENDERSON remarked that, in Engla.nd, single men had quarters provided for them,
but married men considered it a favour to be
allowed to live out of barracks. The sa.me thing
prevailed with non-commissioned officers in the
army.
Mr. HEALBS said the Government were not
prepared to provide quarters for married men.
Mr. SNODGRASS supported Mr. Don's a.mend·
ment. It was impolitic to reduce the salaries to
serl!eants too low, particularly as, from their con·
nexion with prosecutions, great temptations for
taking "tip" were frequently thrown in their
way.
Mr. DONALD also supported the amendment,
and called attention to the fact that the superiority of the Irish over the English constabulary was to be attributed to the fact of their
being better remunerated.
Mr. HEALES said the police-sergeants in
London, who were a superior set of men, re·
ceived.£63 148. a-year, and were allowed coals
and clothes, which might be set down at £11making £74148.; from which was deducted £1
6s. per yea.r as contribution to a superannuatioll
fund, leaving the net salary at £73 8s. The
labourer in England earned from lSs. to 19s. and
the mechanic .from 3Os. to 36s. per week, so that
the sergeant, ID the matter of remuneration, was
a remove between the labouring man and the
artizan. In Victoria the police-sergeant receivec
in wages .£172 l&s.; quarters, ,£13; and his
interest in a reward fund to which he contributed
nothing ,,1L8 estimated at £9 per year, thus
making £195, from which £15 might be taken for
clothes, lellving a nett salary of £180 per year.
No working-man ill this colony received so much
here as ~htl policeman, whIle the pay of the London policelllan was less than the average wage of
the London mecha.nic; so that it was not too
much to S3~ that sergeants here were well paid.
!f, too, ~n IDCrealle were made in this item, the
Item whlCh followed-the pay of the main body
of men-must also be increased, for the reductiuns had been carried pro rata all through the
force, and this would be an injustice to the officers, whose pay had been passed at the reduced
rate. 10 prove that sergeants received more than

most mechanics in the colony, let the House
take the case of the stonemason, who nominally got 14s. a day, which, however, was
a delusion. A stonemason might get that
amount for a day or two, but during the
year its average would be about 6s. per day. (Hear.)
Moreover, the policeman was paid for 365 days
in the year, whereas mechanics were frequently
compelled to leave their employment, either from
stress of weather, or what was wors~because
they had no work to go to.
Mr. DONALD had been informed that the
police force of this colony were more efficient
than those in London. (H No, no.") If so, the
hon. the Chief Secreta.ry's argument went for
nothing. (H No, no.")
Mr. SNODGRASS reminded the Chief Seoretary that the class of workmen he had referred
to only worked eil:ht hours a day, whereas the
policeman was always liable to be called on to do
duty.
Mr. HADLEY was sure that every hon. member must have been applied to by men ready and
anxious to work at 5s. a day if it would only last
all the year round. In his experience he thought
the colonial police were inferior to those in Great
Britain; and as he felt convinced the policeman
here had a position superior to that of an ordinary mechanic, he trusted that the House would
consent to the reduction.
In answer to Mr. L. L. SMITH,
Mr. HEALES said there was a.police reward
fund, which was used to reward any man who
had performed some extraordinary duty, or sustained any loss.
Mr. L. L. SMITH had been differently informed. Policemen were liable to have their
clothes torn by any drunken man t who, perhaps,
might be fined only 58. for it, wnich would not
pay for the loss. The sl:'rgeant was better tha.n a
mechanic (An hon. member.-H And gets better
pay"), and had to dress ID first-class style; 80
that, if he were placed in a needy position, couIU
it be expected that he would refuse the bribes
which were always in his way?
Mr. HENDERSON thought the expla.nations of the Chief Secretary should be received
as satisfactory. He had heard of policemen's coats being torn, but every policeman's coat was not torn, and if the man who
did it Wall not made to pay, the policeman
only suffered that occasional loss, to which every
tradesman was liable. Sergeants Wel"e decidedly
well paid; and he had known young men of the
highe8t rank who, on ,£150, and in the best times
of the colony, kept up as good an appearance as
the hon. member on his right I Mr. L. L.
Smith}. (H No, no;" and at augh.) Well, hea dmitted that the hon. member was the) estdressed man in the colony. He had al so
known men with families living respectably for
£150 or £200 a year. There wa.~ no one ID. he
colony, no barrister of the first class-say Mr.
Fellows-who had not found his income falls
off one-third during the past year, and many
tradesmen were doing no more than paying their
expenses; so that it was hardly to be expected
that polioemen should be exempt from the general
misfortune. At first he had been willin~ toi'l •
crease the salaries which the House was considering, uut now he could not but agree that the
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expla.nation of the Chief Secretary was perfectly
satisfactory.
Mr. O'SHANASSY found that a reduction of
£55,OO(} would be made by this cutting down of
28. per day; and the question was, whether it
would aftect the efficiency of the service? He
was willing to carry out the principle of retrenchment through all grades, but not by so sudden a
reduction. The prop<lfled difference was between
IZrades of 12s., 11s., 10s. 6d., and 10s. per day,
and 10s., 9s., 8s. 6d., and 8s. per day; and considering how it was proposed to pay the bulk of
the men, he could not see how the practical head
of the department could carry out the principle
of rewarding good conduct by promotion in the
matter of salary. It appeared to him that a
reduction of Is. all round was as much as should
be made at once in the pay of men who rendered
such essential service to the state, and then, next
year, further reforms and reductions mil!ht be
introduced with a good grace. About 100 men
left the force every year from various reasons,
and of course fresh men had to fill their places;
these men, then, might be appointed at the lower
salary, and doubtless a great many men could be
found who would be willing to enter at even 6s.
per day. In his opinion, therefore, the lesser
reduction would be the most equita.ble.
Mr. J. T. SMITH aRked the House to look at
the probable result of a spirit of disaffel!tion
creeping into the police service. There was a
large sum of money annually brought into the
coffers of the state by means of the police, who
recovered fines and fees, and the duties of clerks
were also frequently performed by them. Considering this, and the expenses of living, he
thought the contrast drawn by the hon. the Chit'f
Secretary was not a fair one. The police had
always the means of supplementing their income
threefold if they suffered themselves to be corrupted, and to this evil the country would always
be exposed, unless a policeman felt t hat his situation was one which was well worth keeping. Reference had been made to the decrease of bU8ine~s
experienced by lawyers, and he believed that this
was in a large measure owing to the decrease of
crime caused by the rapid detection of offences.
(H Oh.")
Mr. CARPENTER would support the views of
the hon. member for Ki/more; and reminded the
House that the police on the gold·fields paid
more for their support than those living in Melbourne.
Mr. l\IOLT.. ISON desired to draw the attention of the HouRe to a petition which he held in
his hand. It was sillned by 308 sergeants and
confiotables, but being a money prayer it could
not be received. He would, however, read a
few of the statements it contained. It stated
that the cost of outfit to a man entering the
service was .£20; the annual cost of his uniform
was .£25, in addition to which the petitioners
sta.ted that thpy had always to be provided with
re~pectable private clothes to wear when they
were on fpecial duty. The average cost of
living was on large stations from 20s. to 258.,
and on small stations from 25s. to 3Os. per week.
Men on escort duty paid 2s. for every meal, and
it was a fact that men on the lower scale of pay
were not made available for that duty, because
their wages would not support them. It would
thus be lieen tuat these men paid all their wages
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for food only. To these facts, and the remarks
of the hon. member for Kilmore, he would add
nothing.
Mr. HEALES moved that the Cha.irman report progress, to allow of the introduction of &
new member.
The motion was agreed to.
NEW MEMBER.

The House having resumed, and after a. pause,
Mr. HEALES said he regretted to Hay that the
gentleman was not present. (Laughter.)
SUPPLY.
POLICE PAY.

The House again went into committee.
Mr. WOODS supported the Government proposition. No doubt a. mechanic in Melbourne
mig-ht receive 1211. a day, bu~ yet, he contended,
looking to the fact that those constables had
their pay regularly every day, for seven days in
the week, they were in a much better position than any mechanic.
What, he might
a~k, was the pay of a policeman in London?
Only 188. a week. He maintained that the pay
of a mechanic in this colony was not one whit
better than that of a similar mecha.nic in
London; and comparing the police in thIS colony
with the mechanics, he contended that the
police were far better off. The police here, WlI h
four times what they were paid in London, had
re2:ular work, whereas the mechanics, with little
more than what they got at home, had not
regular work. (Hear.)
Mr. GILLESPIE contrasted the case of miners
with that of the police. Miners at Ba.llarat had
to work eight, ten, or even more hours, in water
aDd mud, and at the end of that time they came
up wet and cold, and yet he knew that miners
were very well sati'!fied to receive £210s. a week,
and out of that they had to find for themselves
and their families food, quarters, IInd clothes.
The police had not to meet any of those hardships, and let the complaint was that they only
received £2 168. a week, with quarters and fuel.
(Hear, hear.) He thought; any dispassionate
man would say the difference would tell very
much in favour of the police. (Hear.) With
regard to a.n ordinary labourer, he could a~sure
the committee that what was called skIlled labour
in agriculture was esteemed well pa.id at £1
a week and rations, or altogether an expense of
30s. a week. That being so, he thought he
might fairly contrast the skilled Itgrtcultural
labourer with a policeman. (lIear, Ilf'ar.) The
total Raving on this e~tirnate was £53,000, or
about 20 per cent. The saving on the policemen
was about the Rame, or 2s. in the 10s.; and,
therefore, he looked upon the reduction as fairly
made. (TT ear, hear.)
Mr. MOLLISON wished to remind hOD. members that he heard the hon. member for Collingwood declare in that House that the ordinary
W8.l!'es of stonemasons were reduced to 14s. a day.
(H Hear," and laughter.)
Mr. DON said the masons had come to the
conclusion to make the reduction referred to
entirely on their own account, aDd without any
request from their employers. (Hear.)
Mr. GRAY would remind hon. members that
the stonemasons did not average more than
4~ days' work in the week. (Mr. Don.-" Not
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three." U Hear.") Every shower of rain drove
them from their work. In this country, every
work was no sooner contemplated than it might
be said to be half finished. (An hon. member... The Treasury!" Lau~hter.) The Treasury
might be an exceptional case. (An hon. member.
-"Well the Post·office?" Laughter.) What he
wished t~ sa.y was, that jobs in this country were
finished more quickly than at home. (Hear,
hear.)
Mr. DON said, although the masons in this
colony did not on the average receive Illore than
three days' wages, yet he could not forget that
at one time they received 35s. a day, and the
time might come when their wages would be
high again. He felt, however, that the poor
constable, once his pay was reduced, had very
little chance of raising it, and therefore he would
vote for the amendment.
Mr. CHAP MAN supported the amendment.
Mr. SINCLAIR, Mr. FOOTT, and Mr. BENNETT
supported the Government.
The CHAIRMAN then put the question, that
the vote be increased by £1,870, and the committee ha.ving divided, the numbers were-
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Ayes
Noes

Majority
13
The following is the di vision -list: AYES.
Mr. Molli-on
Hr. Firebrace
Mr. Brodle
_ Hedley
- Smith, J. T.
- Carpenter
- Smith, L. L.
- Lock
- Cbapma.o
-

Don
Dona.ld

Mr.

Benne~t

-

Cathie
Foott
Francis
GiIIespie
Grant
Gray
Grooves

_ Mackintosh

-

Snodgra.s8

NOES.
- Brooks

Mr. HlI.dley
- lIeales
- Henderson
- HowlI.rd
- Humffray
- J ohnston
- Kin\t
- Levi
Dr. Ma.cadam

Mr. Michie
- O'Hea
-

Ridden
Sioclair
Stephen
Vedon
Wilkie

- Woods

Mr. SNODGRASS then movild that the sum
be increased by 6d. a day. (" Oh.")
The amendment was negatived without a
division.
Mr. L. L. SMITH inquired, why there was
no sum set down for a veterinary surgeon, as in
previouB years ?
lIr. HE ALES said the late Chief Secretary
had determined upon the abolition of the office;
and in this he acquiesced, conSIdering that whenever the assistance of a veterinary surgeon was
required it could be sought for.
The vote was then agreed to.
DETECTIVE POLICE.
Mr. VERDON moved the following vote:Superintendent (including £100 in lieu of quarters), £525; clerk, £275; 15 detectives, at 13".
per diem, £3,558 15s. ; 15 detectives, at lIs. per
diem, £3,011 5s.; Rnd 11 detectIves, at 98. per
diem, £1,806 158. Total, £9,176 15s.
Mr. CARPE~TER expressed his opinion that,
considering the arduous duty which the detectives
-had to perform, and the e"lpenses they incurred
in the performance of that duty, the rcmunera-
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tion proposed by the Government was not suffi·
cient.
Mr. HEA-LES admitted that the duties were
arduous, but ooserved that the remuneration was
higher tha.n that of the civil force; and the rewa.rd fund was frequently drawn upon for the
benefit of detectlves.
The vote was agreed to.
Mr. GILLE8PIE then moved that the Chair·
man report progre88.
This was seconded by Mr. VERDON, and carried.
The House accordingly resumed, when the
CHAIRMAN reported progress, and obtained leave
to sit again.
ST. KILDA AND BRIGHTON RAILWAY EXTENSION
BILL.
Mr. J. T. SMITH (in the absence of Mr.
King) moved.. That the St. Kilda and Brighton Railway
Extension Bill be referred to a select committee,
to consist of the following gentlemen :-Mr.
Grant, Mr. Houston, Mr. Carr, Mr. Donald, Mr.
Hadley, and the mover; three to form a
quorum; and that leave be given to print the
evidence taken before the committee on such
bill."
The motion was agreed~to without comment.
CONTRACTORS AND WORKMEN LIEN BILL.
The report of the committee on this bill was
brought up and approved of.
The bill was then read a thtrd time, and
passed.
WEIGHTS AND MEASURES BILL.
The House rtlsolved itself into committee on
this bill.
The following clauses were passed withou
opposition: - Clause 1, repealing form er acts
clause 2, declaring the weights and measures in
the Treasury to be the standard; clause 3,
authorizing the Treasurer to cause standard troy
weights to be made, and directing that those
weights shall be kept in the Treasury; clause 4,
requiring the Treasurer to compare the copy
weights in his possession with the sta.ndards;
clause 5, directing the 'freasurer to make other
copies and compare them; clause 6, enacting
that a yard measure and its divisions shall be
made and compared; clause 7, declaring that
Jopies, when stamped, are to be deemed true
copies; and cla.use~, directin~ that copies shall
be ~eposited with town clerks and clerks of petty
seSSion!!.
On clause 9, directing that all copies which
may become defective shall be transmitted to the
'rreasury to be again compared,
Mr. GREEVES inquired wholole duty it would
be to transmit the copies to the Treasury?
Mr. VEIWO~ replied that it would be the
duty of the municipal council, or other local body
in whose care the copies might be.
l'he claulle was then agreed to; as were also
the following :-Ulause 10, authorizing the Trea.surer to reverify copies; clause 11, enacting that
copies, under any circumtitances, shall be compared every five years; clause 12, permitting any
of the standard weights and measures deposited
in the Treasury, if IOl;t or dt;stroyed, to be replaced; clau:sc 13, directing cL'pies deposited with
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local authorities, which may be lost or become
unfit for use, to be replaced; and clause 14,
enacting that the Treasurer shall keep a register
of all copies issued.
On clause 15 authorising the Treasurer to
supply town clerks and clerks of petty sessions
with stamps to mark vessels, being read,
Mr. GREEVES moved that the words" device of the royal crown" be substituted for the
words, "what is termed the broad arrow:'
The motion was adopted, and the clause agreed
to, as were also the following :-Clause 16, directing that inspectors should be appointed by municipal councils; clause 17, making it lawful for
the Governor to appoint inspectors without the
jurisdiction of municipalities or corporate towns ;
clause 18, directing that no dealer in weights
or measures should be inspector; cla.use 19, requiring inspector to give bonds or recognizances
in the sum of £200 for the due and punctual
performance of his duties; clause 20, setting
forth that all measures used should be of the
standard quality; clause 21, allowing any person
to test the correctnees of any measure used;
clause 22, permitting persons to compare their
weights and measures with copies kept by town
clerks, &c. ; clause 23, declaring that weights in
any stores or shops might be inspected; clause
24, dIrecting inspectors to attend at markets
when directed; clause 25, requiring notice to be
given when attendance in market is directed;
clause 26, setting forth that weights should not
be made of leat! ; clause 27, describing how fees
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should be appropriated' clause 28, prescribing
tha.t gold and silver shouid be cought and 801d by
troy weight; clause 29, statmg that standard
weights and measures alone should be used,
clause 30, abolishing the system of heap
measures ; clause 31, allowing heaped measures
to be stricken with around stick orroUerstraight
through, and of equal dIameter from end to end ;
clause 32, directing bushel to be used when
weight and stricken measure inconvenient; and
t~e following clauses, down to 38.
On clause 38 imposing a penalty of £.50 for
"injuring standards or copies," the penalty on
the motion of Mr. VERDON. was increased f~om
£50 to £100.
Clauses 39 and 40, imposing a penalty of .£10
for neglect of duty, and directing that inspectors
shall not deal in weights and measures, were then
agreed to.
On clause 41, the time for imposing penalties
for using false weights and measures was changed
from 1st March to the 1st July.
The remaining clauses, with some verbal alterations, were then agreed to.
The preamble, inserting the word" expedient"
for the worrls "necessary for the security of commerce," was agreed to, and
The House having resumed,
The CHAIRMAN reported the bill.
The remaining business was then postponed
and the House adjourned at five minutes to 12
o'clock until Tuesday next.

FORTY-FIFTH DAY, TUESDAY, MARCH 26, 18(H.
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.
The PRESIDENT took the chair at 4 o'clock,
and read the usual form of prayer.
PAPERS.
Mr. A'BECKE'lT laid on the table a copy of a
despatch!. dated 26th January, from the Secretary of t!tate, with respect to the abolition of
pensions to responsible Ministers of the Crown.
1'he hone member also presented a copy of a
proclamation proclaiming Richmond a township.
CEMETERlES.
Mr. A'BECKETT, without notice, asked to be
allowed to bring in a bill for the better management of cemeteries in Victoria. His object in
doing so was that it might be printed during the
approaching recess, and distributed amongst
hon. members. He might say that he brought
forward the bill simply as a private member.
Mr. FA WKNER objected to the rules of the
House being broken through, unless it could be
shown that a.ny evil would result from not doing
so.
Mr• .A.(BECKETT said, if he had to a;ve notice, he could not bring in the bill till the next
meeting of the Council, which might be a fortnight hence. His object was, that the bill might
be circulated in the meantime.
Mr. FAWKNER.-That is no reason at all.
Mr. STRACIlAN said the hon. member Mr.
A'Beckett simply said that he wished to have a

bill printed, and not that he intended to bring i~
forward during the present session. He (Mr.
Strachan) should oppose the introduction of any
new bills that session, as by the time the Estimates had been passed it would be necessary to
adjourn, in order that the next session might be
held at a more seasonable period of the year.
Mr. A'BECKETT thought that the bill when
read, would commend itself to hon. mem&;rs as
one it was most advisable to pass, and be believed
that it would pass through the House in one
evening, and would not meet with any opposition
in the other branch of the Legilllature. If, however it was thought better to postpone it for
another session, he should not offer any further
opposition.
Mr. ROLFE seconded the motion of Mr.
A'Beckett.
Mr. FA WKNER maintaininj[ his opposition,
Mr. A'BECKETT gave notice that on the
next meeting of the CouDcil, he would bring forward a motion on the subject.
LIBRARY COMMITTEE.
Mr. POWER gave notice that, at the next
meeting of the Council, he would move for the
consideration of the appointment of a member of
the Joint Library Committee.
OOMMITTEES.
Mr. .A.'BECKETT gave notice that, at the next
meeting of the Council, he would move that the
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hon. member Mr. Fellows be elected a member
of the Pa.rliamentary Committee, the Standing
Ordprs Committee, a.nd the Library Committee,
in the place of the President, who was now
absent.
Mr. FAWKNER gave notice that he should
oppose the motion.
RETURNS.
Mr. M'CR!E asked the hon. member representing the Government the reason why certain
returns asked for by him had not been furnished ?
Mr. A'BECKETT, in reply, stated that he ha.d
not as yet been furrushed with them.
Mr. HENTY said he had seen the returns
asked for in the hands of a member of the Legislative Assembly five days ago, 80 that he did not
understand why they had not been furnished to
that House.
Mr. A'BECKETT said he had done his best to
have the returns furnished.
M. FA WKNER trusted the hon. member
would see tha.t the House was not slighted.
Mr. HULL, as the matter had been brought
forward, would ask why the questions put by
him on the 13th inst. had not been answered?
Mr. A'BECKETT said he had made it his
business to press upon those whose duty it was to
attend to such matters the necessity for the production of the correspondence asked for, and he
had been told it would be furnished as soon as
possible. He trusted the hon. member would
give him credit for doing all in his power.
Mr. HULL was quite certain the hon. member was not to blame, but he thought it strange
that if it was found impossible to furnish returns
to that House, it should be considered advisable
to reduce the staff of clerks.
Mr. A'BECKETT said no doubt the delay was
CclUSed by the immense number of returns mOTed
for in the other branch of the Legislature.
Mr. BTRACHAN thought that one hour would
be quite sufficient to provide all the correspondence which had been asked for by the hon.
member, Mr. Hull.
PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS.
Mr. M'CRAE gave notice, that at the next
sitting of the CouDcil, he would move that copies
of the Votes and Proceedings for the last two
sessions1 and also of Adamson's Acts of Victoria
for the laSt two sessions, be furnished.
WEIGHTS AND MEASURES BILL.
Mr. FELLOWS moved the House into oommittee for the further consideration of this bill.
Mr. COLE said that, as there was I/o similar
measure passing through the other branch of the
Legislature, he thought it would be better to
delay proceeding with their bill until the other
one had been received from the Legislative Assembly. He would, therefore, move that the
Chairman report _progress.
Mr. FELLOWS said that if the same argument
was used in the other House, neither bill would
be passed. The bill was introduced by the
late Government, and had been entrusted to him ;
but since the change of Government he handed
it over to the hon. member representing the
Government. (Hear, hear.)
Mr. COLE merely wanted to know n what
position they would be supposing that both bills
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were pa8Iled, and did not wish to be guilty of &ny
want of courtesy. If the bill was sent to the
Assembly they might say that they had sent up a
bill of the same sort to that House.
Mr. FAWKNER supported the opinion of Mr.
Fellows, in order to show that the other branch
of the Legislature was not the superior branch.
Mr. COLE withdrew his motion.
The schedules were then agreed to.
Some verbal alterations were made in the
preamble.
The House then resumed, and the Chairmall
reported the bill as amended.
Mr. FELLOWS moved that the bill be recommitted, for the purpose of making some verbal alterations.
The motion was agreed to, and the House
again resolved itself into committee.
Some other verbal alterations were then made.
The House resumed, and the CHAIRMAN reported the bill, which was ordered to be printed
and circulated.
MESSAGE FROM THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.
The ACTING PRESIDENT stated that the following bills had been sent. up from the Legislative
Assembly:-An Act to prevent the farther
spread of the Disease called Pleura-pneumonia in
Cattle, and the Labour Lien Bill.
PLEURO· PNBUMONIA BILL.
Mr. FELLOWS moved that, the Pleuropneumonia Bill be read a first time, and ordered
to be printed, which W8S aln'eed to, the second
reading being made an order for the next
meeting of the Council.
LIEN LAW BILL.
Mr. A'BECKETT, in the absence of any other
hon. member, moved the first reading of this
bill.
The motion was carried, and the bill wu read
a first time and ordered to be printed, the second
reading being made an order for the next meeting of the Council.
CHILDREN'S CRIME PREVENTION :BILL.
Mr. A'BECKETT moved the House into committee for the further consideration of this bill.
Upon some new clauses introduced by Mr.
FELLOWS being read,
Mr. STRACHAN said, that as the clauses had
only been distributed that day. and hon. members had not consequently ha.d time ~ consider
them, he should move tu' the Chairman repcwt.
progress.
The motion wa.s carried.
The House resumed, and the ChaitDlan reported progress, and obtained leave to sit again
at the next meeting of the Council.
ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE.
Mr. A'BECKETT moved that the House at.
its rising adjourn until Tuesday, the 9th of April.
Mr. BTRACHAN moved, as an amendment,
that the word" 16th" be inserted, as there was
no business before them to transact.
Mr• .A.'BECKETT said that it was most necessary to pass the Pleuro-pneumonia Bill aa soon
as possible.
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Mr. HULL was opposed to a long adjournment, as the Children's Crime Prevention Bill
'Was most important.
The amendment was put and carried.
COMMI'ITEES.
Mr. ROLFE moved that the various committees be allowed to Sit during the adjournment.
The motion was agreed to.
The House then adjourned at 10 minutes to 5
o'clock until Tuesday, the 16th April, at 4 o'clock.

•
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.
The SPEAKER took the chair at half-past 4
o'clock.
ABOLlTION OF PENSIONS ACT.
Mr. HEALES laid on the table the copy of a
despatch received by the last mail from the Secretary of State for.the Colonies, with reference to
this act. It was as follows :I f Downing.street, Jan. 26, 1861.
"Sir,-I have received your desratch, No. 99,
of the 11th October, enclosing a bi! passed by the
Legislature of Victoria, intituled 'An Act to
Abolish Pensions to retirinl{ Responsible Officers.'
This act appears to be open to serious objection, as cancelling rights which, though only
inchoate, have yet a real existence in point of
equity, and as thus furnishing a precedent for
inequitable and oppressive legislation hereafter.
I f This
circumstance alone would not have
induced me to advise Her Majesty to withhold
Her assent from a law which had received the
sanction of the local Legislature; but I observe
that the law officers of the colony have pointed
out, with apparent justice, that the bill was so
framed as to be quite ineffectual for its purpose1
and consequently that the Royal sanction WOUld
be an unavailing act.
"Under these circumstances, I have refrained
from submitting the act to Her Majesty, not
with the intention of defeating the deliberate
wish of the Legislature, but in order that the
question may be left entirely open for reconsideration during the approaching session. I feel
confident that in that reconsideration the Legislature will be influenced by no other motive than
a careful anxiety to promote the economical Government of the colony, so far as it is consistent
with that justice to the public servant without
which it is impossible to secure honest and
effectual service.
I f I have, &c.,
I f (Signed)
NEWCASTLE.
"Governor Sir Henry Barkly, K.C.B., &c."
Mr. WOOD gave notice that, next day, he
should ask the Chief Secletary, what COUlse the
Government intended to adopt with regard to
bringing in a bill for the abolition of pensions to
responsible Ministers ?
PETITIONS.
Petitions were presented by Mr. AMSINCK,
from the inhabitants of Gisborne; by Dr. THOMSON, from the congregation of the Independent
Church, Ma.ckillop-street, Geelong; and by Mr.
NICHOLSONJ from a public meeting of the citizens
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of Melbourne, in favour of the a.bolition of state
aid to religion.
RIFLES AND TARGETS FOR THE VOLUNTEERS.
Mr. VERDON laid on the table a return, prepared in answer to a question put by the member
for West Geelong (Mr. Foott) on the 22nd March,
showing the Bumber of Enfield and Lancaster
rifles and targets received by the Government for
the use of the volunteers, and how the same had
been distributed.
ASSAULT CASE AT INGLEWOOD.
Dr. EVANS gave notice that, next day, he
should ask the Government, whether it was true
that a man named Gill, convicted of an assault at
Inglewood, and sentenced to two years' irnpris(mment with hard labour, had been liberated after
three or four months' imprisonment; and, if so,
for what reason?
STATE AID TO CHARITABLE INSTITUTIONS.
Mr. HADLEY notified that, on the following
day, he should call for the production, previous to
the passing of the Estimates for hospitals, of returns IIhowing the number of patients received
into and discharged from each hospital, and the
amount raised by private subscription and public
grant during the year 1860.
Mr. GREEVES intimated that, on the 27th
instant, he should ask the Chief Secretary to
supply a copy of the returns required of charitable institutions by the Appropriation Act
prior to their receiving their grants in aid, in time
for the consideration of that part of the Estimates
for 1861.
LICENCES ON THE GOLD·FIELDS.
Mr. WOODS gave notice that, on next day,
he should ask the Commissioner of Mines, whether working carpenters, journeyman blacksmiths,
quartz and water draymen, and gardeners, on the
gold-fields, are required to pay £10 per annum
hcence for permission to ca.rry on their various·
occupations?
POST-OFFICES AND TELEGRAPH STA'HONS.
Mr. HADLEY notified that, next day, he
should ask the Chief Secretary to lay on the
table, previous to the p3-88ing of the Po.lst·office
Estimates, returns showing the nUIT.ber of le~ters
and newspapers received and delivered by each
general post· office, and the number of messages
received and delivered by each telegravhic s! ation, together with a statement of the 1'I!veUUU
during 1860.
Mr. HEALES laid on the table a retlrn asked
for by the member for Creswick (Mr. F:azer), in
connexion with this subject.
THE SHIPPI:~G OF RAILWAY STOCc{.
Mr. GRANT laid on the table certah returns
called for by the member for Ripon, and showing
the damage sustained by rolling stock imported
by the Merlin, Lord Raglan, and other ,essels.
PHOTO, LITHOG RAPHY.
Mr. SERVICE asked, whether the G018rnment
had yet considered the recommendahm of the
Photo· lithographic Board, that the sum of £1,200
should be paid to Messrs. Os borne and ru'Hutchison?
Mr. BROOKE replied in the negative.
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DESPATCHES FROM THE HOME GOVERNMENT.
Mr. WOOD asked the Chief Secretary, whether
any despatches were received by the last mail on
the subject of the Land Bill or the Divorce Bill?
Mr. IIEALES replied in the negative.
CAPTAIN HORNE AND MR. ALLEY.
Mr. WOOD inquired, whether it was the intention of the Government to offer employment to
Captain Horne and Mr. Alley, formerly police
magistrates and wardens, upon the occurrence of
any vacancy among those officers? The hone
member observed that both these gentlemen were
appointed by the Ministry of which the member
for Kilmore was the head. In consequence of
only a certain number of salaries bemg voted
last year, the junior officers were reduced; but
all of them, with the exception of the two in
question, had since been reappointed 80S TaCancies
occurred.
Mr. HEALES said the Government had no
present intention on the subject; but when occasion required they would take into consideration the cases of these gentlemen as well as
others.
Mr. WOOD asked, whether the Chief Secretary
wished to convey the idea that the Government
had not determined on the principle of appointing these gentlemen in preference to strangers !
Mr. RULES was silent.
MR. WEIGALL.
Mr. PRENDERGAST inquired, whether there
was any minute on record in the AttorneyTHE SLUDGB QUESTION.
General's office with respect to the employment
Mr. BRODIE inquired, whether it was true of Mr. Weigall to conduct the case against Mr.
t hat the Government gave to a Mr. Bissell, of M' Arthur, previously referred to?
Epsom, a. portion of land in compensation for
Mr. VERDON said he had obtained copies of
that owned by him and destroye1 by t.he erection
of the main sludge channel? Whether the two minutes in the Attorney-General's office_
One
of them authorized Mr. Weigall to proceed
Government were prepared to make similar con·
cessions to the other owners of private property in the first instance; the other gave the Attorneyalso destroyed by the sludge channel; and if General's reasons for Mr. Weigall not appearing
not, how it was in! ended to compensate these as a barrister. He would lay copies of these
minutes on the table.
persons?
At the request of Mr. PRENDERGAST, the
Mr. BROOKE requested that he might be
allowed to postpone answering the questioll for a minute was rea.d. It was as follows :day or two, in order that the whole correspondIt It is not the practice of this department to
ence might be produced.
employ as barristers persons employed, as Mr.
WeIgall, is in the public service. I cannot lend
THE CASE OF MR. JOHN M'CRAE.
myself to adopt a precedent which I regard as
M~. PYKE asked, 'Yhet~er ~he Government had fatal to the existence of the legal profession in its
appomte,d a board of mqUlry mto the case of Mr.. integrity, as it has continued up to this time.
J ohn ~ Crae} who was latt::ly engaged unde~ the i Gentlemen must elect to be one thing or the
regulattons or the ~ro.spectmg B.oard i and, If so, : other-either empwyell in the Civil Service, or
~he.ther the ComollsslOner of Mmes had any ob- members of a liberal profession.
JeotlOn to state who were the members of such
.
"
"
board of inquiry; whether such board would
(Slgned) R. D. IRELAND, Attorney·General.
constitute a court to investigate the conduct of
NEW MEMBER.
preceding Ministers and others, the members IJf
Mr. LOADER, the Commissioner of Trade and
the Prospecting Board; and whether the hon. Customs,
was mtroduced, on his re-election for
Commissioner would lay upon the table all the West Melbourne, by Mr. HealeR, and made the
documents connected with Mr. M'Crae's case?
usual declaration, and took his seat.
Mr. HUMFFRAY said a board of inquiry had
MRS. AUSTIN.
been appointed; it consisted of Messrs. Francis,
Brodie, and Lock. The board would not constiMr. KING gave notice that, on the following
tute a court to inveRtiga.te the conduct of previous day, the member for Creswick (Mr. J. T. Smith)
members of the Prospecting Board; a.nd, in would ask, whether the Chief Secretary had any
answer to the last question, there would not be objection to place on the Estimates for the curthe slightest objection to laying the papers on rent year a gratcity for the widow and family of
the table.
the late Mr, Gcorge Austin, who was for about

THE REPRIEVE OF THE MURDERER SHANKLIN.
Mr. CARR inquired, whether the Chief Secretary had any objection to state on what grounds
the Executive reprieved Shanklin, who was lately
sentenced to death at Geelong for murder? and
also whether any fresh evidence was laid before
the 'Government, not previously adduced at the
trial before his Honour the Chief Justice?
Mr. HEALES said, himself and colleagues had
no personal objection to supplying the reUlons
asked for; but as all that passed in the Executive
Council was under the seal of secrecy, which
could be broken only by the Governor, and as the
prerogative of mercy was one which the Crown
exercised independent of Parliament, he must
leave the member for South Grant to ohtain his
information by a motion for an address to His
Excellency, if the hon. member thought such a
course of ploceeding would meet with the approbation of the House.
Mr. CARR asked whether any additional evidence was laid before the Executive Council?
Mr. HEALES.-If the hon. member wishes
for any more information on the subject, I have
only to tell him that I have no more to give today.
TAXATION OF MINING COMPANIES.
Mr. FRAZER pO!ltponed until the 9th April
the putting of the question standing in his name,
as to whether the Commissioner of Mines intended to lDsert a clause in the new Gold-fields
Act exemptin!( mining companies from taxation
by municipal councils.
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10 vears connected with the Government service,
equal to the amount of the deceased's salary for
six months?
MESSRS. POWLET!' AND WRIGHT.

Mr. WOOD intimated that, next day, he should
ask the Chief Secretary, whether, in the event of
any vacancy occurring in any office which I\{ essrs.
Powlett and Wright were competent to fill, and
which they would accept, they would be offered
employment in preference to persons who had
not previously been in the Civil Service!
MR. KNIGHT AND THE [PARLIAMENT HOUSES.
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by so doing they would suit the convenience of
hon. members, inasmuch as the necessity for a
stlcond discussion would be a.voided.
Mr. DUFFY asked, whether the Chief Secretary's proposal was, that a certain sum of money
should be gra.nted, and, this done, that they
should proceed to discuss the resolutions?
Mr. HE ALES said, in the event of any alteration in the amount of the vote, some alteration
would become necessary in the resolutions and
that was the reason why he proposed tha't the
Estimates should be taken first.
Mr. DUFFY.-Does the Chief Secretary 'Oropose this evening to take thelle resolutions? Mr. HEALES.-Yes; we propose to take the
resolutions in committee, as the conditions upon
which the money should be spent.

Mr. KING notified that, on the following day,
he should call for copies of all documents relating
to the appointment of Mr. Knight, the architect
to the Houses of Parliament, including the corWEIGHTS AND MEASURES BILL.
respondence between that gentleman and former
The report of the committee on this bill was
Governments on the subject of compensation for
his los8 of office, consequent on the stoppage of brought up and agreed to, and the third reading
was appointed for the following day.
supplies to carry out the works.
SUPPLY.
GRANTS-IN-AID TO MUNICIPALITIES.
The resolutions in Committee of Supply, re
Mr. MARTLEY gave notice that, next day,
he should ask, when the first moiety of the grant the police, were reported and agreed to.
The House then resolved itself into Committee
in aid to municipalities for the year 1861 would
be paid; and whether any portion of the grant of Supply.
would be available before the passing of the ApIMMIGRATION.
propriation Act?
Mr. VERDON moved the following vote:For the introd';lctio~ of immigrants, .£79,000;
LIBRARY COMMITl'EE.
conveyance of Immigrants to outports, £1,000.
Mr. LOCK announced that, on Tuesday, the Total,
£80,000.
9th April, he should move that the progress reMr. LOADER, in rising on behalf of the
port of the Joint Library Committee be adopted. Government
to support the vote, would draw
the attelLtion of the House to the position of the
THE CUSTOMS' WEIGHERS.
country
at
the
present moment. On all siJes
Mr. LOCK intimated that, on Thursday, he
should ask the Commissioner of Trade and Cus- they found g-reat complaints as to the state of
toms, whether a memorial from the weighers of the colony. It was a fact well known to memthe Customs Department of the Port of Mel- bers of the committee that since the time when
bourne, relative to the arduous and respoIl/lible the new Constitution came into operation the
-duties discharged by them, had during the pra- regulation with regard to the appropriation of the
land fund had been set aside, and the whole of
aent year been received in his office?
the moneys received from the sale of land had
THE POLICE .EXPENDITURE.
been paid into the consolidated revenue of the
The question standing in the name of Mr. colony, only a limited amount being voted for
immigration
purposes, according to the will of
Mollison, relative to the scheme proposed by
the inspecting superintendent for saving an ad- the Legislature. It must also be well known that
dition!l.l £50,000 in the proposed estimate for since the period when the sum of money so appropolIce expeaditure, was postponed until the fol- priated for immigration purposes was withdrawn,
the condi~ion of the country had been gradually
lowing day.
getting worse and worse. (Hear, hear.) For his
THE STUDY OF ANATOMY.
own part, and he was certain that a majority of
Dr. MACADAM ~ve notice that, on ThurR- the committee agreed with him, he had not the
slightest
doubt that the prosperity of the country deday, he would move for leave to bring in a bill
for facilitating and advance the study of pended entirely upon the ra.pidity with which it was
peopled. Anything that interfered with the ex
anatomy in Victoria.
tension of the population, and the settlement of
GOLD-FIELDS MANAGEMENT BILL.
the country, must necessarily interfere with the
Mr. HUMFFRAY poRtponed his motion, for interests of the country. Impressed with these
leave to bring in a bIll for the better manage- opinions, he some time ago devoted a portion of
his time to the compilation of some ta.bles, and
ment of the gold-fields, until the 9th of April.
the facts which these tables Ret forth he held
IMMIGRATION.
to be unanswerable.
In 1852, there were
On the order of the day for the consideration 15,477 immigrants to this country at the
i)f the Government immigration resolutions,
public expense; the cost of bringing them
Mr. HEALES proposed that the House should here was £202,667.
He found that they
proceed to the consideration of the orders of the had contributed to the revenue of the country
da.y. 10. doing this, he begged to state t hat the since their arrival£1,08a,390, and! at the very
Government were anxious that the immigration low rate of £100 per annum for each person, they
vote which appeared on the Estimates, should be had contributed '£10,833,000 to the CIrcula.tion of
discussed that evening; and they thoul!"ht that capital in the country. In the following year
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(1853) he found the same rela.tive success flowi!11r
from assisted immi.gration. In that year, 14,578
persons were brougllt here, at a. cost to the
colony of £231,948; and they had smce contributed .£874,000 to the revenue of the colony,
and increased the circulation by .£8,746,800.
In the year 1854 16.318 perilons were imported
into this oolony at a cost of £300,449, and they
had since contributed to the revenue £1,234:,310.
In the following year there was some reduction,
beoauseit was just before the Constitution Act came
into force, and di verted a moiety of the la.nd fund,
"hioh was previously used for purposes of immigratlon, mto the consolidated revenue; still the
year was fa.vourable to immigration. In 1856, the
tirst year a.fter the land fund was entirely taken
away, the number of assisted immigrants was
4,679, and the total cost of their introduction was
£62,686; tht'y had since contributed to the
revenue £105,276 a.nd circulated £1,403,700. In
the following Yl:la.r the number of assisted immigrants was 14,369, the House having passed a
number of regulations whereby parsons desirous
to get their friends out paid a certa.in sum of
money to the immigration agent, Government
supplementing the amounts thus contributed.
14,369 were thus a.ssisten in 1857, a.nd the total
cost of importing the above number of persons
was £,202,832. Those persons had since contributed to the revenue £186,796, and circulated
capital to the extent of £2,873,800. These calculations extended over a series of years; but he
would next read the total statistics of immigra.tion between the yea.rs 1852 and 1858. The total
number of persons brought here was 80,525, at a
co:.t of ,£1,228,664:. They had paid to the revenue
£3,820,446, and contnbuted to the circulation
£36,301,100, calculating at the rate of every
individual having spent £100 per annum,
and hon. members would surely readily allow
that during the past eight years the average sum
it cost each person to bve was £2 per week.
Some spent a good deal more and others a little
less, but that was, he would contend, a fair
average amount. With those figures before
them, he would invite hon. members to consider
if it were possible to uphold the argument that
the country was not in a tit state to proceed With immigration. He had shown that
during the past eight years the imported immi·
grants to this colony had contributed .£36 300 000
to the circulation, and if during that ti~a there
had been no immigrati<>n, the circulation of
capital would na.turally have decreased by that
amount. The reasons which had been now for a
long time given against proceeding further with a
system of Government immigl ation were, he
would submit, altogether wrong. So far from
waiting till the country was in a titter state
to receive immigrants, it was the duty of the
people here to introduce fresh population, 80
that the new a~rival.s .might ,bring to bear a pres·
sure upon public opllllon which should influence
the circumstances of the colony for the better.
In small communities there was much more room
for tht! combinatIOn of capital to work to keep
down every measure of reform against the wishes
of lhe great masses of the people than would
be possible if there were an influx of population here. Hon. members had 80me experience of mining regulations. Years ago, when
mining was first commenced, difficulties were en-

countered which, when the force of circumstances
and the opinions of a large population were brought
to bear, were swept to the winds. Let hon. members look at some of the old townships- Buninyong, for instance. That township was formed
15 years ago, and was at the present moment in
almost exa.ctly the same sta.te as then. Why was
this? B~ca.use the population was small, and
there were very few inducements to anyone to go
there; but hok at the discovery of gold at Ballarat, and the result. In that place was a large
population, and in a few years municipalities were
established, gas, paving, and all the appliances of
a civilized community were introduced. In 18.52
the colony had a small popUlation; the gold discoveries brought numbers here, but )lOW the
influx had fallen off, because there wu
no encouragement; so that the colony was
stagnant-standing, as it were, by the side
of the way, and allowing all the trade and
bUNlDess of the present generation to pass
by them, saying to those who might be immigrants" Before we invite you here, we wish to
put our house in order." To this he would
say, no; let them come here now, and by the
weight of their opinions force the colony into
its proper position. Let hon. members look at
New Zeala.nd. What did the Europea.n inhabitants of that country do when they .found
their difficulties rising? Did they attempt to
stop all new arrivals till the difficulties with
the natives were settled? No; they said to the
Enghsh people, "Come out to us a.t once, and
as quickly as you can." It was a mistaken
policy to think that they were promoting the welfare of the country by stopping immigration.
No other argument was needed to prove this
than the fact that in the mother c(iuntry at the
present moment a great amount of distress
existed. Those people, who were now suffering
in England had as much right to look to this
country for aid to bring them here, as the people
here might expect help from England in case a
hostile force were to overwhelm U.il. Let the
House recollect how a88isted Immigration had
worked during the past three! years. In 1856,
after the new Constituti\ln became law, there
was ,£17,259 7g. pald by colonists towards
the passages of their relations and friends,
and under that system 4,578 persons were
brought here. In 1~7 the sum of £39,845 was
paid in the same way, and during that year
8,345 persons were brought here. In three
months of 1858, £5,959 was paid by the same clasa
of persons, and 956 immigrants came in, but
the vote of the House to supplement this amount
was never renewed, and assisted immigration
was stopped from that time to the present_
He could st.te, on the authority of the
officers of his own department, that since that
period, which was two years and a half ago,
the a.pplications of persons desirous of bringing
their fnends here amounted to at least 10 per
day. Now, if persons desirous of promoting immigration were found to come forward like this.
and if the arguments of those opposed to immigration were correct, the country ought to take
up the principle of prohibitilJg further immigration, and actually stop more persons from coming
here. Would anyone advocate a proposition 80
insane as that ?--and yet it was only carrying out
the principle. The present state of the colony
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this-that immigration ha.d been falling off, the immigrants named in the warrant. had
and that in spite of the fact tha.t the popula.tion been brought to this colony. Thus, no pa.yof the colony was on the increase, everyone ment would have to be ma.de here on acknew a much larger numher were leavmg the count of immigrants till six months after
colony than a.rriving in it. In fact, the strength of the system commenced 1 and when the warrants
the population was leaving the shores, and issued in April were presented in October, they
their places were not filled up by those I could be paid by the money lodged during the
who increased the gross numbers of our popula.· i six monr ha preceding, and so on, thus saving the
tion. If all the arguments of the opponents funds of the uolony from being drawn on. The
of immigration were correct, \\ould it nJt same system could be ca.rried on during the
be advisable to ship away some thousands eighth and ninth months. (A laugh.) The hone
elsewhere? The views of the anti-immigration member who laughed seemed to think that by
party had been adopted, and their policy carried this plan there would be no oc~ion to provide
out for the past few years, but they had failed to money at all, but he forgot that a time would
restore the cclony to its former prosperity, and it come when the remaining liabilities would have
was only fair that, as they had proved un success- . to be met, aud they must therefore be provided
ful, they should j!ive way to the pro-immigration: for. He thought he had now said sufficient to
party. He was quite certain that if his puty put the House in possession of the Governwele allowed to try what they could do, the result ment scheme of immigration. As to the
would certainly be permanent prosperity. He question of reducing wages, he would draw
should dwell no more on this subject, as the the at'ention of the hone member for Collingwood
House, being in committee, it would be in his to the fact that while masons' wages were nominally
power to address the House again, but simply 14s. per day, he had himself admitted that the
draw the attention of the House to the peculiar average was only 78. If that was the case, why
nature of the resolutions. They did not propose keep up a sham rate of wages, but at once let it
to permanently establish any system as though be known throughout the colony what the real
the proceeding were by bill, but simply to give rate was, and then there would be two or three
those who were desirous to bring out their times the present number of masons employed.
Mr. DON.-The rate would be 3s. 6d. then.
friends and relations the means of doing so.
The mining members of the House knew that
Mr. LOADER continued to say that the fact
there was occupation in this colony for in- was well known that persons were di~inclined
numera.ble efficient miners. He was Dot ready to build because they thought they would be reto say that most of those who arrived in this quired to pay these enormous wages, and he was
colony were at all fit to form a mining popula· exceedingly glad that an opportunity had been
tion; but there was any amount of employment given of letting the whole world know the real
for men from oJornwall or other mmmg districts btate of the case.
-men who had been all their lives used to
Mr. DON intended to move an amendment to
underground work. Besides, these men would the proposition, because he was well aware that
bring out their wives and families, and so the great mass of the population of the colony
be the means of giving employment to every looked upon the scheme with the utmost dread
branch of labour in this colony. The best way to ann distrust. (" i'to, DO.") He knew the people
bring about this result was to place immigration of this country a great deal better than the hone
in the hands of the people themselves; so that member who said "No, no." (" ~o," and a
those who would brin~ persons out here would laugh.) He himself looked upon thc scheme with
only bring those for whom they knew there was a similar fef-ling, and why? Fil'st, because it Wllfl
employment_ Those who had relations or friends radically false in theory, and based on a bad
they wi!lhed to brilJg here would have to pay i and mischievous principle. The whole system
certain sma.1l rates. l<'or each male under 12 of aK~isted immigratilon was p&dically wrong-,
years of age, £3 would have to be paid by the and had ever proved mi~chievous ill practice. Lt:;t
perRon who desired to bring him here; for each hone members di~guise the fact as they would, It
male above tha.t age, ani. under 40, £5; if they was direct class legislation, and had for its
were under 50, £8; h.nd above that age, £10. object the reduction of the price of labour
Females could be brought out for a leRs amount, (hear, hear), in order that capita.lists might
and it would be ~een that under these circum- amass c010>;8al fortunes on the ruined hearths
Rtances the resolutions would bring about immi· and hom~s of the people of this couutry. ("Oh,
gration in the mildest form. 'l'here waa sttll oh," and a laugh.) He could show that ~he
another point to be considered. The Government whol(> scheme started with that attempt, and that
desired that about £79,000 a-hould be voted, to be its advocates had that end dilStinctly in view, and
disposed of in these proportions-£39,000 for fe- thR.t alone. The hone the Commissioner of Trade
ma.les, a.nd £40,000 for me'l, women, and children; and CUtltoms could not but know this, for his
that was, for single men, and married men and attention had been frequently called to the fact
their fa.milies. The expenditure would be made by himself (Mr. Don) ; and yet he had never
in this way -during the mon h of April, sup- touched on that portion of the argument, but
posing immigration to be commenced at once-a had contented himselt with giving to the Hou!'e
certain number of persons would pay for their a series of statistics that had nothing to do with
passR.ge·certificates, and thus a certain amount of the question. If hone members were acquainted
money would be received into the Trea.sury, with the history of the quest on, they would know
while no demand would be made for money out that the system of assisted immigration had itR
of it, as no payment of the kind wou!d take origin in a letter written by Mr. Gibbon Wakeplace till the immigration warrants were pre- field, for the purpose of instituting a system by
Rented by the proper officer at the Treasury, the which land could be raised to such lI. price as
immigration agl·nt verifying the fact that should compel the great mass of the peopJe
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to work for many yea.rs before they the face of an expense of living amounting to
could hope to possess any. The argument twice the prlce? (Cries of « No, no.") Hon.
was, that the people should work for Wa.l!es, members sa.id t, No, no;" but he begged to say
which, by a constant influx of population, that in London board and lodging could be had
should be kept lower and lower, while the from 12~. to 14s. a week, whereas here it could
{'apitalists were enabled to realize large profits. not be had under 25s. a week-Mr. Waketield himself made no secret of this,
Mr. IlOWARD.-Take the price of animal
and said that he had received a grant of land food. (Hear, hear.)
ill So 11th Australia, which he was unable to
Mr. DON would ask the hone member to take
turn to profit beca.use of tile high price of labour, the price of everything else. The expense of
and he wa.s therefore desirous of finding a remedy living here was double what it was at home.
for his evil. From this arose the system by which (Cries of H No. no.") The present seemed to
a part of the land revenue was constantly diverted him to be an attempt to pour water into a
to the supply of cheap labour, the direct result sieve; it would do no good. If. on the otbt>r
being, tha.t it was only after many years of hard hand, they gave employment, the people would
labour and economy that a working man could come here of their own accord, and no &8sistE'd
hope to become a landowner. It was not men of immigration whatever would be required. He
capi'.al that were to be assisted to these colonies. found on looking to Mr. Archer's tables that the
but men of the very poorest classes, who, having total number of assisted immigrants from 1838
no means of support, would have to work for to 1859 was only 114,859, who were imported at
capItalists, whil~ the la.w of supply and de- an expense of £1,722,000. or about £15 a head.
mand operated to reduce the value of their la- No doubt it was stated by the hon. the CommisIt was said that he (Mr. Don) and SlOner of Customs that these men had contrihour.
his party thought there were pl~nty of people bUled to the revenue. Doubtless that was so,
already in the colony, but he most respectfully but that was not the question. The question
gave this a flat denia.l. He, for one. would far was, how could they keep these people comra.ther see the popula.tion mcreased to 3,000,000 fortable when they came, or had they a right to
-see 2,000 persons arriving every week, if coax and cajole those people to come out here.
only the state would stand out of the way and where there was no work for them when they
allow these people to employ themselves when came? If anyone, looking to that fact, and the
they did come. LIe asked for no assista.nce returns of free immigmtion, went into the
by means of public works beyond those which del ails, he would find tnat just in the same prowere necessary for the colony; only 1ft the portion as the people were employed when they
people not have the state standing in the came here, so the free immIgration increased.
way of their settlement on the lands, and he ji'or himself, he had no hesitation in saying that
would not care how fast they came. Let the both the Victorian and the Sydney ()overnlJlents
state do this, and assisted immigration would be brought people out under false pretences. ("Oh.")
needed no lonl!.er; or, if a little money were There was a time when th~re were up..vards of
wanted for their help, he would not objtct to its 600 female servants idle, and many of them
being given; but to propose to bring great sleeping in the streets of Sydney, and
masses of population from the mother- when the Government were REnding home
country, when the colony was m its present accounts that were as false as falsehood could b6.
fearful condition (re Oh, oh"), must and would re- Any hone member who went throul!h the details
suIt in the utter ruin of the industrious classes of NI r. Archer's figures would find that free immihere, and to such a state would the colony be soon gration was the real test of the prol'perity of the
brought that, if further population were wanted, country. From 1838 to 1850, there were only
men would have to be pressed, as they were intothe 47,000 wt.o came here at their own expense.
army and navy in olden times. He wondered I wherea.s from 185110 1859 there were no less
now the hone the Chief 8ecretary could take up '. than 4(j8,000. But dId those people !!top wheu
the position he had done that evening, because they came? That wal! the fault the Government
he remembered how that gen1leman had spoken committed. If it had managed to keep those
in past times.
The very first time he (Mr. people when they came, there would be now not
Don) had ever epoken was in the Proteslant less than a million of people in the colony.
He found by those rtturns that
Hall, when he seconded a resolution proposed (Hear.)
by the gentleman who was now Chief Secretary, ~ not less than 242,700 people had left the
the effect of which was to oppose further immi- colony. He thought he might assume that each
gration, for the reason that the great mass of the. of those personl! took home with him £100 each
people were unemployel.
Was the country on the average. If that were so, this country
hetter off now than when that meeting wag hdd? had BUlltained a. loss of upwarus of £~4,000,OOO.
It was certainly LO better, and, in his opinion, in addition to the actual loss of a quarter of 110
worse; and yet it was proposed to bri/lg more million of population. On these data, he estipeople, and reduce the wages still lower. mated the loss to the country from thet!e people
He was told by the hone Commissioner of Cus· going away to be equal to !lix times the alllouut
toms that the rates of wages here were merely the country had altogether received from the
nominal, and not real. He did not require to be 8quattcJ's from the Crown la.nds. (Uear, helltr.)
told that, as he knew it from the best of all He had often heard it said to those who could
sources, namely, experience.
Tbey were told not get employmelit in Melbourne, H Oh. go up
that masons' wages in London were from 58. to the country, there is lots of work for you." (Hear.
6s. a day, and that here they were 7s. aday. lIe hea.r.) Well, he thought he could dhlprove that
would like to know. would masons come away sta.tement, and in doing so he would not even refrom London for the sake of one shilling a day? fer to The .Argus, bULwould take the squatters own
He should like to know, would that be done in organ, the Economist. In that paper, he had the
'I'
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word of the reporter that, not only in Melbourne,
but throughout the country there was the greatest
amount of depression-that agricultural labourers
could not get work; and that even female ser·
vants could not find employment. (General cries
of I f Oh, oh;" and" They won't take it." "Hear,
hear:') Hon. members could look at the paper
for themselves, and they would find the statement. with the name of Mr. Elderton attached.
(" Oh.") Hon. members might be incredulous.
lIe could only find facts and figures-those he
had in abundance, but he could not find brains
for hone members (H Oh, oh;" and laulZhter) The CHAIRMAN said the hone member was
not in order.
Mr. DON did not mean the expression in an
offensive manner. (Hear. hear.) He knew he
was surrounded by a number of free-tradersgentlemen who believed that the law of supply
and demand regulated everything. He would
ask those hone gentlemen to be consistent to theIr
own principles; and then, if it were true that this
country was so prosperous, he felt certain men
would come here to supply the demand. (Hear.)
He agreed with those hone members who said the
land of this country belonged to the people of
England as well as to those here, but what he
objected to was being taxed to bring them here.
(Hear, hear.) They had the names of political
writers reratedly thrown in their teeth; but he
would as hone members to read what Mr.
M'Culloch-one of the first of modern political
economists-sa.id as to this system, and how he
Rhowed it to be a system of delusion. (Hear.)
For the sake of that authority he thought his
arguments would be worth answering. inasmuch
as nearly every argument he had used he had
obtained from the work of Mr. M'Culloch.
(Hear.) Again, supposing that the Government
were acting in a fair and straightforward manner,
and that they would not allow any party to
come here unless his friends sent for him,
then he thought that the £20,000 already in
ha.nd was more than would be required for
the present year. As to the system of female
immigration, he thou~ht, with the fact that
female servants could not find employment in the
country-(cries of" Oh, oh.") Again there was a.
cry of " Oh ;" but he might tell the hone member
for South Bourke he knew nothing about the
matter. (Laughter," Oh," and Mr. L. L.
Smith - "I employ t.hem." "Hear.") The
hone member mIght employ servants, but he
hoped the country had something better to do
with its revenue than to supply the hone member
with servants. (Laughter.) If the hone member
required servants for special purposes, he could
brinAt them out (laughter), but be (Mr. Don) did
not see why, when he required no servant himself, he should be taxed to bring out servants for
the hone member for South Bourke. (" Oh,"
and laughter.) According to the resolutions it
was labour they wanted out-he wished to know
whether labour was not the most precious
thing in the country? (Mr. Loader.-" No,
not necessarily.") If labour was what they wanted,
he did not see why they should not brmg out
numbers of lawyers and clergy. In his opinion
the lawyers seemed to be the best paid men in
the colony. The direct influence of these resolutions would be to lower the wages of the men
already in the country. It was Eaid, as to his
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own particular trade, that it was the ",ant of immigration that prevented people from building
house!!, and so giving employment. lIe agreed
it was the want of immigration, but not of
this particular kind of immigration. The real
cause of the current of immigration not setting
in here was, that the people had no encouragement to settle, and therefore those who came
cleared out as soon as they made a little money.
He knew instancefl of men who had bought
land and built houses. and who afterwardll
sold off at prices less than wbat they ori·
gin ally paid for the land, and left the
country as fast as they could. He believed the
berths in most of the first-class vessels were taken
up 808 soon as their departure from home was
announced in the mail. That, he believed, was
the case in reference to the Donald M'Kay. He
would say, let the Government bring up an improved land bill; let them give cheap land-the
cause of high wages - and they would really hold out
inducements for the best and bravest portion of
the people of Great Britain to come to this
country. Let land be given for 5s. an acre
-or given for nothing, as the hone member for
Sandridge said last year (hear)-and then the
most useful class-the men with £50 to £1,000would be induced to come out here. In America,
there was the inducement of protection to cause
labour to immigrate there. The arm of the
custom· house officer was stretched out between it and the low-priced labour of Europe, while the farmer was allowed free
selection before survey; and the consequence
was, that the small capitalists, the experienced
farmers and artIsans of En~land, rushed to it,
instead of coming hue. These were not the
men to be bribed into coming here merely for the
sake of a free passage; and he warned the Government to take care what they were about. If
the Government threw more labour into the
already overcrowded market, they would soon
have a cry raised against them similar to that
which was not long since raised againf;t the hone
member for Kilmore, and they might find themselves hurled from office. lie would advise
Ministers to withdraw their resolutions, and try
the experiment WIth the £20,000 they had in
hand; but if they persisted in their present
course, they might depend on it they would be
driven to the opposite side of the House, where
they would remain for the rest of their natural
lives. (Laughter.)
Dr. THOMSON a~reed with the Government
resolutions, as he believed that the greatest blow
which could befal this colony would be the fiiscouragement of immigration to its shcres by
withdrawing the necessary funds. At present
the colony was suffering from the effect of Mr.
Foster's having diverted the moiety of the land
fund set apart for the purpolle. Past experience
had shown that wherever immigration was increased capitalists could afford to give employment to all; and if immigration was now flowing
in, as formerly, no man would have occasion
to complain of want of employment. One
objection he had to the Government scheme
W8oS, the expensive machinery to be employed,
and which swelled up to 20 per cent. of
the money to be voted, nearly all of which
expense might be saved. He believed the best
plan for inducing immigration was that recently
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adopted.t Queensland, namely, that upon his
arrival every immigrant had land given to him.
Such a plan recomI:lended itself by its simplicity,
and also tended to settle people on the lands, and
to raise up an industrious popula.tion. There
was another reason why such a plan recommended itself, becaUBe then the Government
would be relieved from the expenditure of the
large aDIlOllnt of money now proposed, and
which pressed very heavily upon the country.
Again they should not forget the great fact
that ~e waste land of AU8tralia was really the
property of the British public, and that the
management of it was handed over to this Government by the Imperial Government, for the
benefit of all who millht choose to come and
settle on it. How could a Government better
confer a benefit than by giving equal advantages
to all? He took it that the proper plan would
be to alter the resolutions, and base them upon
the prin'Ciple of giving land instead of money.
Then, again, there was no doubt, as a general
principle p a good system of &8sisted immigration
should hoe confined to British subjects; but
such a system should be looked upon in all
the aspects in whIch it bore upon the interests of the colony, and when it was well known
that there was a large portion of the colony
admirably suited for wine'/!rowing, he thought a
moiety of the money should be appropriated to
the introduction of those persons who were more
conversant with that occupation than the colonists. With these few remarks he should sup·
port the motion.
Mr. DON moved that the item be struck out,
as, according to the statement of the Commissioner of Trade and Customs, it was unnecessary.
He would refer to a pa.per which proved that
there was a sum of .£20,000 in the hands of the
agent at home in London, and that sum he beheved Wo.uld be quite sufficient to carry out all
required by the resolution. It was now the end
of March, and not one·half of the sum at present
in hand oould be expended before the end of the
present year. Therefore. the proposed amount
of £79,000 was unnecessary. He would move, as
an amendment, that the sum of ls. be substituted
for .£79,000.
The question was put, and the committee
divided with the following rE!sult:~~

4

Noes

29

Majority against the amendment 25
The following is the division·list:AYES.

Mr. Don
- Donald
Mr. Amsinck
-

Bennett

- Brooke
- Carr

- Duffy
- Embllng
Dr. Evans

Mr. Greeves
- Hadley

Mr. Gillies

Hr. Hedley

NOES.

Mr. Hea'es
....:.. Henty

- Howard
- King

-

Loader

Dr. Macadam

Mr. Mackintosh

Mr. Nicholson
- O'Hea
- O'Shanassy
- Prendergast
- Rlddell
- Smith, J. T.
-

8tephen

- Manifold
Dr Thom80n
- M'Lellan
Hr. WOods.
- Haines
- 1dylea
Mr. NICHOLSON moved, that the sum be reduced to £50,000. His object in doing so WM,
that he considered tha.t Bum would be amply
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sufficient for the purpoae& for whioh it was required-namely, the bringing out of females
to equalize the sexes. It was well known
that there was a great want of domestic servants in this colony-a want which had very
much increased; but it WII.8 not only on that account, but for equalizing the sexes, that female
immillration was required. In his opinion, £50,000
would be amply sufficient. There WII.8 one portion
of the resolutions to which he should not object
-namely, the appointment of proper persons to
select and take charge of the immigrants. He
was anxious that the females introduced into the
JOlony should be suitable to the wants of the
country in every way; and he had lost confidence
in the present agency, as he thought by it the
olaashe referred to would never be secured. The
persons to act as agents should be appointed by
the colony. and be responsible to the colony,
and by that means he thought a better class
of immij!rants than formerly might be secured.
Mr. DON admitted that the sex equalization
argument was the best that could be Rut forward
in favour of an immigration schen'ie, but he
would ask whether this equalization of the sexes
was wanted? (Cries of .t Yes.") Why, in the
preser:t state of the colony. no reasonable man,
only the man of desperate COUTagfl, could be expected to marry an assisted female immigrant;
and there were in the country more female servants than places. (Cries of "No.") He asserted that what he said was correct. Then it
appeared, thev were to send home an agent; but
the man would be a man of strong courage who
would go away on t.he word of the present Government. seemg that the last agent had not been paid.
He should sUPJlOrt the proposition forreducing the
sum to .£50,000, unless a smaller amount were
proposed; he did this, beca.Wle it was choosing
the less of two eVIls. The Government could
not spend the money which they had now in
their hands, much less .£50,000 more.
He
contended that the only result of assisted immigra.tion would be to reduce the wages of the working
people already in the colonl~_ and starve those
who came. (Laughter.) With regard to the
servant girl questIon, he would observe, that if
any hone member wanted a bale of goods he
would not come to the state for aasistance, bu&
he would send home to the manufacLurer; and
why did cot they who wanted servants send home
to a labour-office m En~land, and have the servants brought out at thelroWDcost? (Hear. hear.)
The clause in the 9th resolution} which stated thai
immigrants should be I t free from all bodily or
mental defects," he considered a disgrace to the
notice· paper. What more could they say if they
were sending to Africa for koodoos, or to South
America for alpacas? It was reducing men to
the level of animals. The immigrants must be
" sound in wind and limb." How oould this be ascertained but by investigatIon? (Laughter.) He
trusted such a resolu'ion would be rejeoted.
Mr. G RA Y considered that the langu~e of
the resolutions well explained the spirit of
the vote. The resolutions savoured of the
slave-market. For whom were they sending?
It was said for their relatives, and yet, while an
immigrant between the ages of 12 and 40 cotXtd
be brought out for .£5, if male. and £2 if fema.le~
an immigrant above 40 could not be brought
out for less than £8, and above 50 for leBB than
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.£10 male, or .£8 female. What were the immi- mixed motives for his vote, and he did not wish
grants above 50 but fathers and mothers? If to charge him with any gross inconsistency of
anyone wanted a servant, the state would help action on that account, especially as the hon.
him to one for £2, but if he wanted to bring out member sat in that House ostensibly as the rea father or mother he must pay £10 or £8. presentative of labour. He merely pointed this
This "as the language of the slave-market. But out, as a consistent believer in the necessity'of
it indicated the object of tho~e who framed the thoroughly colonizing the country, and findi~O"
8cale. He did not know any principle on which his patience nearly worn out by having voted fo':
this thing was urged which might not be urged a change of Government because immil!ration was
for the importation of coolies, and they had seen not a part of their policy, only to find that he had
it advocated recently that coolie labour should be been voting for the introduction to office of an·
employed in the raising of cotton in this colony. other Government, who wasted four months beTwo opposite policies appeared to be in existence fore they submitted their immilZration scheme to
at the present moment-there was one class who the House. (Cheers.) He agreed with the hon_
desired to monopolize all the resources of the coun· member for Rodney, that the motion for bring·
try, and the labour which it was proposed to intra- mg down the vote to £50,000, to meet the
duce would be at their command at their own amount formerly asked for for female immi~ra
price; another class-the large body of the peo· tion, was paltering with the principle. The
pIe-desired to hold the resources of the country question of female Immigration was of as great
open to all ; and as soon as the resources of the importance when he proposed it last session
country were thrown thoroughly open, then as it was now. The disproportion of the sexes
might they expect to have an accession to their was as great; and he could not see what right the
numbers. He wished the member for Sand ridge mover of the amendment had to vote for that
had been bold enough to move that, until the principle this year which he could not see was
Land Act had been amended, it would not he de- right last year. If he (Mr. 0'8hanassy) could
sirable to apply any of the public funds of the see any dietinct issue in the question brought.
colony to the introduction of labour. He pro- before the House-and the House had a. right to
tested against lecturers, forsooth, being em· expect that such an issue would be raised-and
ployed to go to England to present pictures which, if that issue was, that Parliament would, by a.
if they induced people to come out, would be solemn resolution, set its face fur or against a
found to be false when the immigrants landed. money grant for immigration purposes, he could
After quoting from Mr. Cairds' book of advice to understand the propriety of bringing the subject
fa.rmers going to the United States a. passage forward; and it would w fa.r better to do this
which recommended a sheep farmer to buy land than palter with the question by proposing an
adjoining a prairie, where he could ~raze his amendment reducing the amount merely; but
sheep at no other cost than that of herding, Mr. he could not see this at present. He could, how·
Gray proceeded to hope that the lecturers would ever, see no issue on the point of principle in the
fairly inform the people of England of this, and question before the House; it was a question
contrast that state of things with this colony. of amount, and that merely. He wished that
The effect of this poltcy would be to keep the matter should be brou!!ht forward differently,
the whole of the natural resources of the and a distinct issue put-whethbr the country
country in the hands of men of wealth, and would permanently adopt the one principle or the
supply them with cheap labour. Between that other. This he should like to sce done by bill,
and the importation of coolie labour there was so that the decision come to might rest on such a
but a single step; and as he queSTioned the policy foundation as to settle for a long time at least
of introducing what comparatively would be slave what was the real policy of the country in rela·
labour, instead of independent immigrants, he tion to the whole question. What was the ques·
would support the resolutions as against such a tion? On one side hon. members were told that
plan as that.
the object of the Government-it cOl11d scarcely
Mr. O'SHANASSY never remembered having be dignified by the name of policy- was to de·
risen with a stronger feeling of languor than on press the price of labour, and thereby reduce the
the present occasion, for, in addition to the want . position of the labouring classes in the scale of
of spirit which had characterized the debate, he I society. Was that. the object of all the gentle·
was himself suffering from iIl·health, and these men who would vote for the origillal' reso·
circumstances combined laid him almost pros- lution? It appeared to him a most DlOnstrous
trate. The slack attendance of members, Rome perversion of reason for a Government, headed
of whose addresses to their constituencies mani- by a gentleman who had honourably rail'ed himself
fested much interest in the present question, sur· from the ranks of skilled labour, and naturally
prised him. He was, however, there to deal had some sympathy for the classes from which he
with the question, having looked forward to the had sprUDg-, to be actuated by such a desire; nor
debate with considerable patience since November woula he (Mr. O'Shanassy) be inclined to j!ive him
la~t, when the late Government were put out of credit for entertaming any such desire. He (1\1r.
office, on the ground, amongst others, that a de- O'Shanassy) had taken the trouble to inquire into
fined system of immigration formed no part of facts which the hl)n. memberforCollingwood would
their policy. That resolution was supported by consider almost as ~ood as gospel, as he had had
a very large majority-by 32 hon. members them from the registrar-general himself. He
of the House. (Ironical cheers and laughter would take only two of the tables that had
from the Opposition benches), and among them been drawn out, and which were the more
was the very hon. member for Collin~wood, authentic as they w('uld form a second series to
who had spoken so long and so earnestly Mr. Archer's Victorian Statistics. The question
against the proposition before the House. was, how had the cost of living varied a> populaThat hon. member might, perhaps, have had tiOll had arrived? And i..( this were settled,
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one way or the other, a case would be whosaid,perhaps,tohimself,uHereare1,000carmade out. The first table set forth the penters; bring anotber 1,000, and you depress
cost of food in Melhourne, and when the the price of labour one· half." But no such thing
relative cost of food htlre and food in England really happened; for as the new arrivals wer~
was compared it would be seen whether the con· watched, men rushed into new investments,
clition of the labouring man had or had not opened up new resources, and provided new
improved by his migration to this colony. lIe means for the employment of labour, and
would take the cost ofrations, which would afford hence the solution of the difficulty, which
a fair average. In 184:3, weekly rations consisted was as reasonable a proposition as ever
of 121b. of meat, either beef or mutton, which was submitted to a Legislature. Then the
was the sbare of one adult. The cost of that House was told that it was advisable to
was 2s. 6d. ; also 100b. of flour at Is. 6~d. ; 21b. increase the population as far as females were
ofsu~ar,4~d. d1b. oftea.4d.; 7lb. ofpotatoes,3~d.; , concerned; but, if it was necessary to grasp the
maklDg a total of 5s. 0l!d. per week. Now, look- fact of the evil contained in the disproportion of
in~ at the quantity of ood thus made the weekly the sexes, it was also necessary to overcome it ;
allowance of an adult, it would be well to com- and would £50,000 do that? That was all he
pare it with a similar allowance made to adults himself had asked for last s£ssion; but he limited
in the mother country. In 1844 the same rations himself to that amount because he thought. if he
cost 3s. 9id. per adult per week. and the asked for more, he sbould get nothing at,
following year 4s. 4d.; the year after it cost all. Let the House look at the disproportion
48. 10~d. ; and in 1847, 4s. 6d. ; in 1848. 4s. 9~d.; as it existed last year, when the numbers stood
in 1849. 4s. 8~d.; in 1850, 4s. Tid.; and in thus-males, 342,727; females, 205,626; show1851, the year of the first gold discovery, the ing a disproportion of 1::17,101, and this showed a.
price reached 68. Gid. ; and in 1859 the cost was vast disproportion. According to the present
10s. lId. He would take this fact, that from rate of increaRe, if we lay on our oars and trusted
1843 to 1851 the weekly cost of an adult's food to the natural increase of the population, it would
in Melbourne was froll!. ::Is. 9d. to 5s. as an illus- double itself in exactly 30 years; and was
tration, and he wished to see how much immi- that the ambition of our Parliament? and
gration took place during that time, and what should it Bay to itself, I f Let us leave the thing
effect it had in reducing the price of labour. a8 it is; our population will double in 30 years ?"
He wished to show, moreover, that it had no Now, supposing the Government had carried out
such effect at all.
During all those years its origim.l proposition for £100,000, our populato which he had referred there was a tion would then double itself in 17 years; and if
constant flow of immigration; and from 1843 to we spent more money in importing single females,
1851 the price of labour-and the difference be· the probabilities were that the doubling would be
tween skilled and unskilled labour was not so brought about in 10 or 12 years. Was not that,
marked as it ~ as at the pr€sent moment-for an object really to enlist our sympathies, rather
masons, bricklayers, plasterers, and such people, than to continue the small modicum of increase
was £2 p~r week. During that time the average which was going on now.
At present the
cost of hVlDg for an adult was about 58., and this disproportion of males to females was, as 100 to
left each man a clear profit of £115s. on his week 67, and was a £50,000 to make up the difference?
labour.. Now, would any man say to him, looking In what time would it be accomplished? He
at the history and condition of England, that a could not see that any great result could follow a.
man's p:lsition was not. bettered by his immigra- mere annual vote; but a system coherent in itself,
tion to this colony. Did this IJhow that the flow from beginning to end, was the only thing
of immigration interfered to reduce the price of . they could adopt, if they wished to move away
labour? It showed the very contrary; and that this vast disproportion, and double the popuwith the increased supply came the increased lation wirhin 110 reasonable time. This was
demand, without any corref;ponding increase what he wished to see, without one injury hapin the cost of living.
When labourinll pening to the country. When he heard It stated
men here were earning 5s. per day, could that immigration would throw labour into Ihe
they not favourably compare their position hands of capital, he was surprised to hear it
with that of their fellow-workmen at home? Thc called political economy. What was capital but
whole of the figures he had quoted showed that the !laviugs of labour: and where was the
with the cost of living the cost of labour had suppO!;ed antagonism between the two, and
increaJIed in 11. certain ratio. and when from 1831 why should not they, whieh came from the
to 1857 the cost of living was doubled, the same source, be united in their common interests?
rate of wa.ges was doubled also; and as fast He \\ould next call their attention to Ilome statisas the labour poured in, fO did the demand for tics about marriages. In the year 1837, he found
it. Here was a result which showed the direct there was but one marrial!e in the colony of Viccontrary of the argument which had been toria. (A laugh.) In 1838, the number exactly
flO
frequently urged during the debate, for doubled. (Laughter.) In 1839, they increased
the supply of labour had constantly increased, to 42; while in 1860, they amounted to 4,278.
and yet there had been no depression of wages. (Hear, hear.) That was no doubt a very respectAnd why? The reason was as obvious as the sun able increase. (Hear.) The total number of
at noonday to those who watched the course of marriages in the colony in the period from 1837
events with their own eyes. Had not, then, the to 1860, was 38,182. Well, some gentlemen
men who had (!ome to this country bettered their would no doubt be satisfied with the increase;
condition by s() doing, and had they not when in but had those gentlemen been here in 1837, he
that condition frequently saved money, purchased was certain they would have been equally wen
freeholds, and become in many instances wealthy satisfied with the single marriage of that yea••
men? This m:ight appear strange to the 10gician J (Uear.) Well, having the number of marriages.,
I
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he might as well follow it up, and give the births
and deaths. (Hear, hear.) From 18:17 to 1860
there were 117,712 births and 54,045 deaths,
which left a nett increase of 63,667. These
few facts showed very clearly, first, that there
was not any such result to be apprehended
as that the increase of population would have the
effect of reducing the wages of the people already
here; and, Recondly, that the disprop.>rtion of
the sexes could be made up by leavin~ it to ~he
question of natural supply and demand. (Hear.)
Why, the disruption consequent on the gold dis-<lOvery was in itself sufficient to overturn the
principle of demand and supply as regarded this
(lolonyaltogether. (Hear, hear.) The political
economist,' in laying down that principle, never
contemplated such a state of society as men
rushing from all countries to the land of gold r
leaving, in many instances, their wives, and
-sisters, and families behind them. Would any
one tell him that to meet an exceptional case of
that kind, they were to faU back on the ordinary
Tule of demand and supply? (Hear, hear.) It
was quite clear they should deal with the case in
a totally diffdrent way, and that t hey should corTect the evil as best they could by the means at
their disposal. (Hear, hear.) The hon. member
for Collingwood asked by what right the taxes
'raised from him should be applied for the purpose
of introducin~ immigrants to compete with him.
He contended that not one shilling of this vote
was intended to be taken from the taxa.tion of
the hon. member. It appeared to him the hon.
member had no more right in the matter-except
'so far a..q his voice as a representative went-than
he had with the revenue of the Emperor of
·China.. (Hear.) This money was proposed by
the Government-and with great propriety- -to
be charged out of the land fund of the colony.
'(Hear, hear.) It would be wrong to let it go
l>efore the country that this vote was to be
nised from taxation; it was no such thing, ic
was to be granted out of the land revenue.
(Hear, hear.) There was one other argument of
the hon. member for Collingwnod to which he
wished to reply. That hon. member seemed to
think that if there wa!l cheap land there would
he high wages, and then would flow in a large
immillration. 'In answer to that argllment, it
should be recollected there was a country
much nearer to England ,han Austr8licl.,
in which land was much cheaper; and
yet wha.t was the fact! The country he
alluded to was tae Cape of Good Hope, and yet,
a.lthough only ha.lf the distance from England
that Australia. Wall, and with land at 4s., and, in
80me instances, 28. an a.cre, that country did not
attract population. (Hear, helld'.~ That argument of cheap land did not. therefore, hold. It
'Wall 880id these arguments did apply to the
United S·ates. He was prepared to grant that;
but what did it prove! It proved this, that if
they intended to run a race with the United
~StateR, they must endeavollr to overtake the
8'ates by assisting immil{ration. (Hear, hear.)
But he would ask, would any one tell him that,
·during the first 20 years of their existence, any
one of the United States made such progress,
.either in population, in wealth, or in civilization
as this colony had done-? (U Hear, hear;" and
.an hon. member - " California.") An hon.
member said" California ;" but it should be roool-
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lected that California was a portion of the same
Continent, which was already peopled by some
20,000,000 or 30,000,000 Qf people. and therefore the analogy did not hold good. (Hear
hear.) But he would ask, what was the use of
making comparisons between the United States,
which were long peopled, and Victoria, which
had only sprung into existence a few years since?
Let them look to Canada, and what did they find ?
From the year 1829 to 1860 the number of immigrants who actually landed in Canada was one
million. The whole population at present was
scarcely more than two millions, and he would
like to know whether anyone would say that the
one million immigra.nts were not the means of
raising that country to its present high position?
( Hear.) For his part, he had nothing to fear from
increased population. (Mr. Don.-H Hear, hear.")
The hon. member for Collingwood agreed with
him, and it appeared they only differed as to the
means of increasing the population. On one
side it was said, give cheap land; but he had
heard so many nostrums on that subject,
that he ha.d great doubts on the subject.
He remembered the action taken by Mr.
Foster with reference to the land question,
when everyone said the .people would be
sure to come out. He (Mr. Foster) denied that
the land fund had any appreciable bearing
on the immigration which flowed into this
country, which was in reality caused by the discovery of the gold. (Hear, hear.) Well, men
were now boginning to find that gold-digging wail
not all profit, and accordingl} the immigration
fell off. He was not one of those who took the
gloomy view of their prospects that was indulged
in by some hon. members. (Hear, hear.) He
agreed with the hon. the Commissioner of Customs that there was a great deal of wealth in
our gold-fields, but that they more than formerly
required capital to work them. He had recently
gone over thegold·fields, and he found that good
quartz-mmers were able to earn their £3 and
£4 a week. (Mr. Woods-" £5.") The hon.
member said £5. lIe was glad to hear it, and
only wished it wall £10 a week. (Hear, hear.)
lIe was glad;to find those men doing so well, ~md
he was happy to 88oy, he found them hvmg,
not in wet holes, but dry and comfortable,
keeping their families respectably, and paying
2~. 6d. a week for the education of their children. These were facts that he should like to
see going before the country. (Heal', hear.)
The hon. member for Collingwood stated that some
200,000 persons had left the colony. Well, he
regretted that any person should leave the
country. lIe never did leave it himself, and.
so far, set a good exampla (he"r, hear); but
he should like to know where these people had
gone to. (Mr. Don.-" The States.") Certainly
not. (Hear, hear.) The hon. member affected
to quote irom the statistics of the registrargeneral; but that gentlema.n himself did not
know.
He had himself carefully watched the
operation, and he believed the most of those
persons had been ccl.rried along the seaboard to
Sydney, Van Diemen's Land, South .Australia,
and other colonies-that, in fact t the great
bulk of them were people who came here without
the intention of remaining, and who, having
acquired some wealth, had gone back tu
their wives and families. (Hear, hear.) That, so
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far from bein~ used as an argument against Victoria, ought, m his opinion, be used in favour of
it. (Hear.) At present, the balance of immigration between this and South Australia was in our
favour. What were the other colonies doing?
He found the people of Queensland, having
passed their land scheme, had sent home their
Immigration agents; and he believed, with the
exception of this colony and New South Wales,
they were all in fa.vour of the principle. He was
satisfied that political feeling had a good deal to
do with the opposition to this principle. but he
trusted, looking to the downward tendency of the
affairs of the country-which was clearly traceable to the stoppage of immigration-it behoved
them, as members 01 the Legislature, not to be
apathetic, but to declare for the system. With
these view", he supported the vote for £80,000,
and only regretted It was not more. (Hear, hear.)
Mr. SERJEA~T said the hon. member for
Kilmore seemed to argue that the members
who voted agv.inst the Nicholson Govern·
ment last session were. pledged in favour
of assisted immigration. He denied that was
so, and asserted it was not the absence
of any allusion to assisted immigration in
the address of His Excellency that ca.used the
last Government to be displaced from office. As
to the charge against the hon. member for Sandridge, that he had himself refused to vote for
£50,000 last year, he should remind the committee that, at the time alluded to, there was
some £50,000 in the hands of the commissioners
in England, and that they were of opinion not
more than £30,000 could be judiciously expended in the year. As to the argument,
that this sum did not come out of the pocket
of the member for Collingwood, because it
came from the land fund, he thought the
argument was tota.lly fallacious, inasmuch as the
a.mount, being taken from the consolidated fund,
of course reduced the balance, and made the
taxation heavier on the people. From the
evidence of Mr. Fulton, before the Tariff Committee, he found the statement made, that the
closer the competition the greater the reduction
in wages. It appeared from that evidence, that
if capitalists were ready to invest, there were
plenty of tradesmen ready to take the work.
As to the general question, he did not think the
Government had made out a good case; on the
contrary, he had never heard a weaker case submitted to the House. He thought a great want
of labour would be shown, but nothing of
the kind was done. He found some time
since that there were about 2,000 men now
employed on the Ballarat railway who would
all be thrown out of employment in l'Iovember
next, in addition to Bome 1,200 carters at present
carting from Geelong to the same line. Under
these circumstances, he did not feel himRelf justified in supporting the motion of the Government, but he would vote for the amendment of
the hon. member for Sandridge.
_Mr. DON said, in order to put himself right
With regard to a vote given by him, and which
bad been referred to by the hone member for
Kilmore, he might say that he voted agamst the
late Government for other reasons. He would
take the opportunity of asking the hon. member for Kilmore whether it was Rossible for a
man to live upon 5'3. a week? (' That was in

1843," from Mr. O'Shanassy.) In 1843, when
the countrr. was insolvent?,
Mr.O'SHANASSY did not say that a man
could live upon 5s. a week, but that the actual
cost of his food would be only 5s.
Mr. DON said that he would maintain that
when Mr. Archer made that estimate he went
upon the same principle as the captain of a slave
ship would go upon-the principle of how little
a man could live upon. The hone member did
not believe that__prmciple himself, and he did
not believe it. He had that evening stated the
principle that the portion of the people requiring
servants had no right to tax those who did not
want them. (" They do not; it comes from the
land fund," from Mr. O'Shanassy.) If the hon.
member took away his property, and appropriated
it to something he (Mr. Don) did not benefit by,
they took his money and applied it to their
own use. (Cl When does it become yours ?" from
Mr. Brodie.) The hon. member could speak in his
turn-but he could not--he did not understand
the subject. Tae argument of the hon. member for
Kilmore was a gross fallacy. The land belonged
to allz and the proceeds from it belonged to them.
and it it were sent home to bring out people to compete with them, a double wrong was done. As regarded domestic servants, he had made out a case
that must strike the common-sense of all, as it
was a statement of fact. The hon. member also
said that if a thousand mechanics were coming
in wages would not be reduced; but he (Mr.
Don) from experience knew that just as the
number of men applying for a job increased so
also would the value of labour diminish; for, according to mercantile principles, the value of a
commodity depended upon Its supply. If the
hon. member could maintain his position, he
would have the honour of refuting all the great
political economists. (" This is a. colonial question," from Mr. O'Shanassy.) It was not a colonial question only; and as long as labour was
limited as it was (" No, no"), a hundred mechanics could not wisely be admitted. (Cl Time.") He
would conclude by saying that he had been disappointed in the arguments of the hon. member
for Kilmore.
Mr. L. L. SMITH was willinlt to grant that
many men were out of employment, but that was
occasioned by the ignorance they had of the
duties they were called upon to perform. If it
was to be held as an argument that because a
number of incompetent perS'lns were out of employment, they were not to endeavour to bring
better men into the colony, he considered the
argumenL was weak indeed. He could recollect
the time when there was abundance of employment, and when good wages were 'given, and
yet there were men standing at the Postoffice who would not do any work. From
those few H loafers" a ferment was caused
among industrious men, and made them discontented. Immigration was checked mainly
through that cause, and it was the reason why
the country was now called upon to grant money
to bring out persons. lIe knew very well that
it was argued that if a large amount of population came to this colony wages would be depre·
ciated, cut that would be beneficial, as then new
branches of industry would spring up; and
although wages were lowered, all would get employment! The hon. member for. Collingwood
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had a few days ago stated that masons had £80,000 this year. He took it that a sum
voluntarily reduced their wages to 14s. a·day ; of money for lmmigration pUrpoS68 was althat fact proved that they considered their ready conceded, and tha.t the only question was,
wages were out of proportion to the times. wbether it should be .£50,000 or £80,000. In
Again. if there were low wages, each man wonld 1857, 8,'H5 persons were assisted out from
be a protection to hIS neii{hbour, as the number England; and, putting their cost to the colony
of consumers would be increased. If there had at an average of £10 each, it would be seen that
been a land tax, in the manner he had once sug- £83,450 was absorbed that year. For the last
gested, the duties could have been taken from off two years and a half no such bounty had been
the necessaries of life, and the working man conceded, and yet a large number of persons bad
would not have been taxed, but only the man been applying daily at the Immigration Office
who was living in the home country on land pos- for 'the bounty. Under these circumstances, if
sessed by him here. As a proof of the desira- they suddenly opened the flood-gates for demands
bility of low wages, he would refer to the for passage certificates, they would, no doubt,
condition of the country before the disco- have a large number of applications. and he bevery of gold. Did they not find that the lieved the whole of this money would be easily
old colonists had then been in a position to absorbed during the remaining nine months of
purchase land, and hold themselves independent? the year. The amount which the Government
The high price of provisions had also been re- asked for would provide for the bringing out of
ferred to; but it should be remembered that the about 350 women a.nd 410 men per month
working classes here purchased luxuries they for the remainder of the year, which would
never thought of purchasing at home. Conse- give a. total for the nine months of 7,110
quently that was another argument against what souls. Now, he contended, if they affirmed
had been stated by the hone member for Colling- the immigration principle at a.ll, that 7,000 perwood. He should support the resolutions of the sons were not a large number; and, therefore,lhe
Government for the reasons he had stated.
hoped that the committee would determine to
Mr. BTEPHEN said the hon. member for give the Government £80,000 for this service.
Kilmore had shown by the statistics he produced rather than the smaller amount proposed by the
that the more people introduced into the colony member for Sandridge.
Mr. HAINES remarked that, after the able
the more work would there be for them. Although
they eould not question the figures, every-day statement of the member for Kilmore, very little
experieBce showed that such an arjZument was need be said on the subject. For his own part,
fallacious. They had seen bands of men parading he regretted the Government were not in a posithe streets asking for bread (U No, no"); and tion to ask for the grant of the original sum
yet, according to the hone member, if more people (£100,000), which they proposed setting apart for
were brought here there would be more work. this purpose. That sum could be spent most
He was in favour of immigration of a certain class, advantageously to the general interests of
for instance, thE' sons of the yeomanry of England, the colony, and without any detriment at
who would bring out their money with them to all to the interests of the working classes.
assist them. It was to that class that induce- In coming to this opinion, he was very
ments should be offered, as they would settle much gUlded by hi!! experience of the
upon the lands, and become valuable colonists. system which prevailed prior to the introduction
He was in favour of the "issue of a notification, to of responsible government-the appropriation of
the effect that a.ll purchasers of land at £1 per one-half of the land fund to immigration puracre should be allowed. for so many pounds ex- poses. During the time that large sum was expended in that manner, to bring out an agricul- pended, the mdustrious and frugal did not suffer
tural labourer. (Hear, hear.) He was greatly at all from the operation of the systom. Many
in favour of femnle immigration, in order that persons in the part of the country wher~ he then
the sexes should be equalized. But he considered lived, and who at that time were nothmg more
that. all the lect.urers in t.he world would never than labourerR, by care and industry became
persuade a single shipload of immigrants to come owners of property. And he was Morry t? observo
out, in the face of the letters which had been sent that as soon as members of the labourmg class
bome from tilM to time. He looked upon rose above their condition, and became employeN
the lecturer scheme as perfectly hopeless. A of labour, they Reemed to lose the sympathy of a.
far better project would be the publishing large number of persons. For his own part,
of a pamphlet containing statistics presented advocate as he was of the labouring claSH,
to Parliament, and the circulating of copies he alwa.ys respected that man who had
in every town and village of Great Britain. the ambition to raise himself above bls claRS.
(Hear, hear.) He did not believe the Govern- and take a hi~her position; and in order that
ment could spend more than £50 000 in immigra- the labourer mIght acquire the means to become
tion this year. (H Yes," from Mr. Loader.) At hereafter an employer of labour, he (Mr. I1aines)
all events, the matter was not one merely of was desirous that labour should be attainable at
pounds, shillings, and pence. It should be made reasonable rates. On going into the agricultural
a great national question. He hoped that in districts he found that all who required the serframing the re~ulations, no provi!lion would' be vices of 1Z0od agricultural labourers had to pay
made for assistmg out persC)DS of advanced age- an enormous sum for them. Those labourers
tbat would only tend to pauperism. If persons whose services could be obtained for a moderate
wishe~ to bri1!~ out elderly relative!l, they ought sum were unfit for their duties. There was a.
to be tU a POSItion to do so at their own expense. great dearth of good labourers, who could now
(Hear, hear.)
command a good rate of wa.ge. There was a
Mr. LOADER observed that it was quite number of persons who could!. ha.rdly give anypossible for the Government to spend the thing in exchange for the~r wa.ges - neither
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abilitYl nor skill, nor industry. But persons of
this character were found more or less in all
countries, and they were to a considerable extent
the cause of the distress which existed at pre·
sent.
Mr. DONALD was opposed to both the proposition of the Government and the amendment.
He thought the question should be discussed
purely in a commercial spirit. Did the country
at the present time require additional labour?
and, if 80, was the colony in such circumstances
as to justify it in expending money to import
that labour! He thought not. He thought the
a.rgument as to the propriety of spending money
to equalize the sexes a good one, but he went no
further. In the face of a falling revenue, a
declining lield of gold, and the probability of a
Dumber 0 labourers being thrown out of work on
the completion of the railways, this was not the
time for them to spend money for assisted im·
migration. They should at any rate wait
until they had a better prospect before them.
lIe denied that the average rate of wages ex·
ceeded £3 per week, for labour alone, on any
gold·field; and would, if he were in order, move
tha.t the item under consideration be reduced to
£20,000, which he considered quite sufficient for
the coming year.
Thl' CHAIRMAN ruled the last amendment to
be out of order till the others were disposed of.
Mr. GILLIES could not allow the amendment
to pass without a word, and would propose an
amendment reducing the amount to £30,000,
which, with the amount in the hands of the com·
missioners at home, would make up a sum of
£51,000, an amount amply sufficient for all pur·
poses. As yet, all the arguments in favour of the
original vote amounted to this, that during
certain years the colony had enjoyed great
prosperity, which prosperity was owing, not to
Immigration, hut to the fields of profitable labour
which were then open to the immigrants as fast
as they landed. Now, however, the prosperity
of the gold-fields had waned, and it was incor·
rect to institute a comparison between the present
times and those in which the largest Ylelds of
gold were obtained from gold· fields the richest
portions of which were opened up and exhausted
first. Since this question affected so large a
portion of our population it would be well to
wa.it for better evidence on the subject, than to
take for granted mere assertions, and it was
plain to every capacity that if there were only a
certain amount of la.bour and an increasing num·
ber of labourers the rate of wagetl must fall. It
might be said that the colony was capable of em·
ploying more people than at present; bnt that was
not the questlon, and it would be well to consider
that it was from over-population only tha.t
Engla.nd was desirous to rid herself of a portion
of her inhabitants. (Cries of" Divide.")
The CHAIRMAN found that Mr. Donald's
amendment WM, after all, in order, and proceeded
to put it to the House.
Mr. PRENDERGAST moved that the Chair·
man report progress.
The motion was put, :md negatived.
The amendments reducing the amount to be
appropriated to immigration purposes to £20,000
and ~30,OOO were then successively put, and
negatived.
On the motion that the sum in question be

.£50,000, the House di vided, with the following
result:Ayes ...
23

Noes ...

29

Majority against the motion for
£50,000...
...
...
•..
The division·list was as follow8 :Mr. Amsinck
- Brodie
- (''athle
- Don

- Donald
-

Du1fy

-

Francia

-Fr~r

Kr. Bennett
- Brooke
- Carr

- Carpenter

Dr. Evaua
Mr. Foott
- Grant
- Hadley
- Haines
- Healel

AYES.
Kr. GUle8ple
-

Gillt.
Gray
Greevea

- Levt

- Lock
-

Mackintosh
K'LellaD
NOES.

Kr. Henty
- Howard
- Humffray

-

J{mg

-

Loader

-

Mollison

Dr. Macadam
Mr. Manifold
Mtchie

Myl••

6

IIr. NicholsoD

- Riddell

-

8erJeant

- Service

-

Wllkie

-

Woods

-Wood

lIr.O'Hea
-

O'Shanauy

- Prendergaat

- SiDclair
- Smith, J. T.
- 8mith, L. L.
- Stephen
- ThomBoD
- VerdOll.

Mr. LOADER proceeded to propose the resolutions upon this subject of which notice had
been given, and in which he intended to make
some alterations.
Mr. O'SHANASSY pointed out that the main
resolution had not been affirmed as yet. (A
laugh.) Perhaps it would be as well to do so
before ~oing further, and he took the hbertyof
suggesung that if there were to be any alterations
in the string of redOlutions, it would \le as well to
defer their consideration till the following day.
(Hear, hear.)
Mr. LOADER was perfectly willing, if the
House would affirm the main resolution, to take
another day for going mto detail.
Mr. GILLIES proposed that the amount be
reduced to £60,000.
Mr. FRAZER hoped another night would be
selected for the consideration of the amount
which should be appropriated, and moved that
the Chairman report progress, and ask leave to
sit again some future day.
Until the Government came down and showed a
disposition to develop the resources of the COun·
try they would never be able to obtain a tide of
immigration to this colony. All the lecturers the
Government could send home would make no
head way, in the face of the &ccou nta that were
going home by every mail as to the failing reIlources of the colony. It would be better to
report progre88, and allow the country to speak
out on the question.
Mr. WOODS agreed with the last speaker tha.t
this vote was opposed to the WIshes of the masses
of the people of the colony. It might be wel·
corned by the owners of property and empty
houses about Melbourne, but he did not hesitate
to say that if the colony were polled it would be
found that this vote was contrary to the wishes
of the people. He complained that, with
the unexampled benefits afforded by this
colony, it was a shame and a disgraee to former
Governments tha.t nothing had been done to en·
courage legitimate immigration here. Looking,
however, to the news by the last mail. he was
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disposed in the spirit of benevolence to do something. But, at the same time, he should like to
know what would be done with those immigrants
if brougMout? Were they to be allowed to jostle
against each other? As it was, wherever there was
a loaf to be~~got there were three people anxious
to earn it. Where, he should like to know, was
labour wanted now in the colony? What, for
instance, would be done with the men at present
employed on the lines of railway? Again, there
would not in future be so much Government
money spent on public works. He believed that
until some alteration was made in their land
system -until the owner was bound to make it
reproductive, or pay for keeping it idle-things
would remain in It. most unsatisfactory
state. He trusted the Government would make
a bold stroke, and adopt some such measure as
would open up the land to the people, and then
they might be certain no member of the liberal
party would refuse his sanction to a. vote, not of
a paltry £80,000, but of a sum that would really
effect the object.
Mr. CATHIE supported the motion to report
progress, in order that the country might have
an opportunity of speaking out during the recess.
The CHAIRMAN then put the question that
£60,000 be granted, which was negatived without
a division.
The original sum of .£80,000 was then granted,
without a division; and,
On the motion of Mr. STEPHEN, the House resumed. and the CHAIRMAN reported progress.
ESSENDON RAILWAY ACT.
Mr. KING moved that the report from the
select committee upon the Melbourne and Essendon Railway Act Extension Bill, with the amendments made by the committee in such bill, be
now taken into consideration.
Mr. HEALES asked the hon. member to postpene his motion, as the Government had not had
time to look into the rElport.
Mr. KING acquiesced, and the motion was
postponed to this day.
PUBLIC STATUTES.
Mr. DON ALD moved that a copy of the statutes
of Victoria be furnished to those members of the
House not now possessing them.
Mr. llEALES said he had received information from the Government printer that there
was a sufficient number of copies in his hands
to supply those hon. members at present
without them, and he should therefore have
much pleasure in furnishing them.
The SPEAKER said that after the statement
of the Chief Secretary, it would be unnecessary
for the hone member to put his motion.
PAYMENT OF MEMBERS BILL,
Dr. EVANS said that he believed it was the
wish of many hon. members that, if possible
this bill should be moved on a stage that evening:
(" No, no.") He did not believe that hon. membe~ ~ould go into any discussion, as other opportumtles would be afforded to them of doing so .
but he believed it was the wish of hon. member~
that the bill should be passed as soon as possible
in order to send it up to the other branch of th~
Legislature. If he was supported he should
move the second reading, but f hon. members
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were desirous of prolonging a discussion upon the
bill, he would bow to their will.
Mr. HAINES objected to proceeding with the
second reading of the bill that night, as he, in
common with many hon. members, was not
prepared to go into the discussion of it. He
thought the hone member would do well to postpone his motion.
Mr. HADLEY was in favour of proceeding
with the bill.
Mr. WOOD did not think the bill should be
read a second time at that late hour of the evening, and in snch a thin House. He did not object
to a temporary measure for allowing a sum of
money to members who resided in the country,
for their expenses while attending Parliament;
but that was not the object of the bill, which involved the indiscriminate payment of all members. Any such measure must have his opposition, and he believed that many hon. members
who would not object to remunerate country
members would object to a bill that would act
indiscriminately. He thought if the hon. member pressed for the second reading, feelings of
acerbity would arise on the part of hon. members who had left the House that evening on
the supposition ~at the motion would not be
made. The House having agreed to the second
reading, would affirm the principle of the
bill ; and if the bill was to be thrown
out on the third reading, it would beonly a waste
of time to go into committee then. (" No,
no.") If the bill was merely to be read as a
matter of form, let the discussion take place at
the proper time. He was unwilling to enter into
a discussion at that hour, and would, therefore,
move that the debate be adjourned until Thursday fortnight.
Mr. HAINES seconded the amendment.
Mr. BRODIE wished to point out that the
debate was really taken on the resolutions, and
therefore hon. members were evading the question when they said the debate had not been
taken. The House would not gain anything by
a postponement, and he could see no force in the
objection raised.
Mr. FRAZER thought it would be as well to
read the bill a second time as a matter of form l
although he intended to vote against the thiru
reading.
Mr. HAINES said that, had he conceived that
the debate would have been short, bEl sh<?uld not
have left the House on a previous occasion without having expressed his sentiments in opposition
to the measure. His present object in rising was,
to ask whether the bill could be read a second time
as a matter of form?
Mr. STEPHEN submitted it was quite in the
province of the House to adopt that course and
commit the bill pro forma. He might remind
the hon. member for Avoca that the bill had
already been amply discussed, and had been
framed in accordance with the wishes of a
majority of the House.
Mr. GREEVES submitted that it was a bill
which required an absolute majority of the House,
as, was it not a.n alteration of the Constitution of
the Legislative Assembly? (U No, no.") What
then was the reason that, in the recital in the
first clause, a reservation was made with reference to certain persons who were qualified to sit
in the Legislative Assembly? He believed that,
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being a public measure to convey public money
into the pockets of hon. members, it was an
alteration of the Constitution.
Dr. EVANS stated that, having had charge of
the bill, and having fully considered the subject,
he was quite prepared to take the entire responsibility of the obJection raised by the hon. member. He would not go into the question then,
but he was fully satisfied it was not a measure
that required an absolute majority. He felt
that he had only performed his duty to that
Assembly in bringing the matter forward. He
knew that he had already suffered from !lome
misapprehension and misrepresentation from
hon. members imagining that he had not with
due diligence perfonned the duty assigned to
him by a large majority of the House; but that
evening, although very unwell, he had purposely
remained, from a sense of duty, and felt
bound in honour to press forward the second
reading. If hon. members said that they
must have a debate on the second reading,
he had made up his mind to stay there
till any hour; at the same time, if any new light
had a.risen, he trusted hon. members would reserve the discussion until some future occasion.
The amendment was put, and the House
divided, with the following result:Ayes
10
24
Noes

would ask the hon. member to embody in it the
principle of paying a certain sum for every day
amember was present, instead of £300 a yearor rather, as far as the gold-fields members were
concerned, to vote a lump sum, and deduct .£2
for every day a member was absent. By that
means there would be far shorter sessions.
Dr. EVANS said he should be proud to receive
any sUl{gestions, after the very deep and lively
interest the hon. member had manifested m the
bill (laughter), and he should be quite prepared
to entertain with due consideration any profosals
the hon. member might make. (Laughter.
The motion was carried, and the bill was committed pro formd, the Chairman obtaining leave
to sit again on Tuesday, the 9th April.
POUNDKEEPERS' SALARIES.

Mr. WILKIE mo..-ed" That the House resolve itself into committee,
for the purpose of considering certain resolutions
on tbis subject."
The resolutions were of merely a formal character, and he trusted there would be no opposition to his motion.
The question was put, and the House divided
with the following result :Ayes
14
~oes
13

Majority against the amendment 14
The following is the division-list :Mr. Carr
-

Greeves
Balnes
Boward

:Mr. Brodie
-

Brooke

- Don
- Donald
Dr. Evans

.Mr. Foott
- Frazer

AYES.

:Mr. Levi
-

Lock

- Manifold

NOES.
Mr. Gray
- Badley
- Heales
- Humffray

- Loader
Dr. .Macadam

.Mr. Maokintosh
- Myles
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Mr. Mollison
-

RiddeU

- Wood.

:Mr.O'Hoa
-

Serjeant

Prendergast

-

Verdon
Wilkie
Woods.

Smith, L. L.

- 8tephen

- Gillies
The question was then put that the bill be read
a second time, when the House divided, with the
following result :Ayes
22

Majority in favour of the motion...
The following is the division list :-

1

AYES.

Mr. Carr
-

Don

- Donald
Dr. Enns
Mr. Frazer
Mr. Brooke
-

Foott

-

Hadley
Beales

- Gillies

Mr. Gray
-

Greeves

- Howard
- Lalor

Levi
NOES.
Mr. Bumffray
- Mollison
- O'Hea

Dr. Macadam

Mr. Mackintosh
- Myles
-WiLkie

-

- Prendergast

Mr. Riddell
- L. L. Smith
-

Verdon

- Wood

The House then went into committee.
Mr. WILKIE moved"That, in the opinion of the committee, it is
expedient that the practice of paying pound~es
ro
keepers by fees be abolished, and that for the
future they be paid by salaries."
Majority in favour of the second
He thought it was better that the committee
readmg
should pass the resolution as there could be
12
hardly two opinions on it, all. the evidence before
The following is the division-list.
the committee being in favour of the change he
AYES.
proposed.
He merely moved it now in order
Mr. Brodie
Mr. Badley
Mr. Prendergast
that he might embody it in the bill at the proper
- Brooke
- Beales
- Serjeant
time, when the matter could be discussed.
- Humffray
- Smith, L. L.
- Don
- Don aid
- Loader
- SnodgrasB
Mr. HEALES trusted the committee would
Dr. Evans
Dr. Macadam
- Stephen.
agree to report progress, as at that late hour of
Mr. Foott
:Mr. Mackintosh - Verdon
the
night, it would be unadvisable to proceed with
- Oillios
- MyJes
- Woods.
the discussion of such an important question. He
- Gray
- O'Hea
moved that the Chairman report progress.
NOES.
Mr. Carr
.Mr. Levi
Mr. Riddell
Mr. WOOD seconded the motion, although he
- Greeves
- Manifold
- Wilkie
did not think the matter was of such importance
- Haines
- Mollison
- Wood.
as the payment of members, which the hon. mem- Howard
ber was willing should go on that evening. AlDr. EV ANS moved that the bill be committed. though the hon. member was inconsistent, it was
Mr. WOOD said he was quite willing that the no reason why he should follow his example, and
bill should be committed pro formd; but he he trusted that in neither that nor any other rc-
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spect would he follow the example of the hone
member. (U Oh !")
Mr. BROOKE, after retorting upon the hon.
member the charge Lof inconsistency, said
that the Government was not opposed to the
payment of poundkeepers by salaries, but was
unwilling to be dragged into a discussion at that
late hour.
The motion was then carried.
The House resumed, and the Chairman reported progress, and obtained leave to Sit again
on Tuesday. the 9th April.
IMMIGRATION.
Mr. GREEVES, without notice. asked the
Chief Secretary what business the Government
intended to proceed. with on the following evening ?
Mr. HEALES.-The immigration resolutions.
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for both, only it was exceedingly inconvenient to
partly discuss a question. and then have it postponed for some time.
Mr. LALOR said there was some difficulty in
the way, as the vote having already been pa.&sed
in committee. it must now be discussed in the
House.
After some conversation.
Mr. HEALES said that as the objection had
been raised, it would be, perhaps, more convenient to discuss the resolutions in the House.
GOLD EXPORT DUTY.
Mr. FRAZER moved that the resumption of
the debate on this question be allowed to take
precedence of all other orders of the day on
Thursday next. The question was one of such
importance that he thought the country should
~~.made aware of what the House intended to

I

Mr. GILLIES understood that the water
The motion was aO'reed to.
The House adjou:ned at 25 minutes past 12
supply question was fixed for that d a y . '
Mr. llEALES said that there might be time o'clock, until 4 o'clock the following day.

FORTY-SIXTH DAY-\VEDNESDAY, MARCH 27, IRQl.
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.
The SPEAKER took the chair at half-past 4
o'clock.
PETITION.
Mr. J ONES presented a yetition from one of the
cla..tmants of the Michel Gold Reward Fund.
praying for a distribution of the sum of £523 His.•
voted for the party.
MANUFACTURE OF WOOLLENS.
Mr. SERJEANT gave notice that, on Thursday fortnight, he would move the House into a
committee of the whole, for the purpose of considering the propriety of praying His Excellency
to cause a sum of £2,000 to be ~ placed on the
Supplementary Estimates for 1861, as a reward
to the individual, firm, or company that should
first establish a woollen manufactory in the colony
of Victoria which would produce 10 tons of goods
per annum from Victorian wool. Contingent on
the above, that the vote be kept open, if unclaimed, for three years.
TIlE CIVIL SERVICE.
Mr. HAINES gave notice that, on the following day. he would ask for leave to bring in a bill
for regulating the Civil Service. (I1ear, hear.)
MINISTERS' PENSIONS.
Mr. WOOD asked the hone the Chief Secretary whether it was the intention of the Government to introduce any bill for altering the law
with regard to pensions to responsible Ministers?
He asked this question in consequence of the
despatch which Wail laid on the table by the
Chief Secretary on the previous day.
Mr. HEALES.-I have to state that, in consequence of the despatch having only come into
my hands within the last day or two, I have not

brought the subject under the notice of the
Government. I can, therefore. give the hon.
member no information. (Hear.)
Mr. WOOD said he would ask the question
again on Thursday, the 11th April.
Mr. LEV I subsequently gave notice that, on
the following evening, he would move the House
into a committee of the whole to prepare an address to His Excellency, thanking him for laying
on the tahle a despatch on the subject of the
Pensions Bill, informing His Excellency that a
bill would be introduced in conformity with the
views of the home Government, and praying that
in the meantime His Excellency would frame no
regulations on the 51st clause of the Constitution
Act.
LICENCES ON THE GOLD-FIELDS.
Mr. M'LELLAN, in the absence of Mr. Woods,
asked the hon. the Commissioner of Mines whetherworking carpenters, journeymen blacksmiths,
quartz and water draYlllen, and gardener!! on the
gold-fields, were required to pay £10 per annum
licence for permission to carry on their various
occupations?
Mr. llUMFFRAY was not in a position to
answer the question fully; but he might refer the
hon. member to the 5th and 6th clauses of the
Gold-fields Act, which regulated these cases.
Mr. WOODS, at a later period of the evening,
gave notice that, on the following day, he would
ask the hon. Commissioner of Mines if the Govemmen t would take the opinion of the hon. the
Attorney-General on the question?
DENOMINATIONAL SCHOOL BOARD.
Mr. HAINES wished, without notice, to ask
the hon. the Chief Secretary whether he had
any objection to lay on the table of the House
copies of all correspondence between the Government and the Denominational School Board.
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Mr. HEALES had no objection whatever to
produce the correspondence referred to; but as
it commenced with the late Government, he
wished to know if the hon. member desired that
portion?
Mr. HAINES wished for all the correspondence.
Mr. HEALES would have it all laid on the
table. (Hear_)
REDUCTIONS IN THE POLICE.
Mr. MOLLISON asked the hon. the Chief
Secretary, if he had any objection to lay on the
table of the House the outlines of the scheme
proposed by the inspecting superintendent,
whereby an additional saving of £50,000 was to
be effected in the proposed Estimate for police
expenditure. He was desirous to ask this question, inasmuch as if the numbers were to be reduced he feared the country districts would, as
usual, suffer.
Mr. HEALES thought the hone member himself would on reflection see that it was extremely
inconvenient to make public the details of a
subject which was under the consideration of a
Ministry, but not finally disposed of by the
Cabinet. (Hear, hear.) If the hon. member
had any fear that the num':Jers of the force would
be reduced to an extent that would impair its
efficiency, he had to inform the hon. member
that before any step of the kind would be taken
he should consid{'r it his duty to mention to the
House any material reduction that might be
thought necessary.
STATE OF THE HOSPITALS.
Mr. HADLEYasked the hone the Treasurer
whether he had any objection to lay upon the
table of the House, previous to the passing of
the Estimates for hospitals, the following returns, viz. :-A return showing the number of
patients received into and discharged from each
hospital in Victoria during the year 1860; the
amount raised by private contributions for, and
the amount of the public grant to, each hospital
for the vear 18GO ?
Mr. VERDON said the returns asked for were
in course of preparation, and would be laid on
the table as soon as ready.
BUSINESS IN THE rO~T·OFFICE.
Mr. TTADLEY asked the hone the Chief
Secretary, in thc absence of the hon. the Postmaster·General, whether he would have any
objection to lay on the table of the House,
previous to the pasRinj? of the EAtimates for
post-offices and telegraph stations, the following
returns :-The number of letters and the number
of newspapers received and delivered by each
post-office during the year 1860; the number of
telegraph messages received and delivered by each
telegraph station, together with the amount of
revenue. during the year 1860 ?
Mr. HE A.LES sa.id the late Postmaster-General
ha.d called for a. report, which was now in course
of preparation, and which would include the
returns now asked for. There would be no
difficulty in ha.ving the returns at an early day.
RETURNS.
Mr. HUMFFRAY laid on the table returns as
to Blackman's Lead, moved for by Mr, Prender-
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gast· as to the construction of reservoirs, mOTed
for by Mr. Amsinck; and as to the Geological
Society, moved for by Mr. Frazer.
LUNATIC ASYLUMS.
Mr. MOLLISON gave notice that on the following day he would ask the hone member for St.
Kilda (Mr. Johnston) why the Lunatic Asylum
Committee, of which the hone member was
chairman, had not brought up a report during
last session ?
THE IMMIGRATION RESOLUTIONS.
Mr. LOADER then procee~ed to move the
adoption of the resolutIOns With reference to
immigration. After the debate that had already
taken place, he did not think it necessary to delay
the House, but would simply move the resolutions, pointing out one or two alterations. In
the first clause it was proposed to reduce the
amount for female immigrants to £39,000 from
£40,000. It was proposed to fill up the blank in
clause ;:$ for three lecturers, by insertinll a sum of
£2,000. (Hear.) It was proposed to leave out
olauses 4 and 10, the first empowering the lecturers to select female immigrants, and the latter
making masters and owners of vessels responilible
for the immigrants brought in their ships. 'Vith
these few observations, he begged to move the
adoption of the resolutions. (Hear, hear.)
Mr. AMSINUK objected to considering these
resolutions in globo, and thought it wodd be
bet'er to take them seriatim.
The SPEAKER then read the resolutions, and
put the question.
Mr. MIC HIE suggested this was a very inconvenient course, and proposed that they should at
once go into committee, and take the resolutions
seriatIm. He could understand that many hone
members who desired to support some of those
resolutions would not adopt others; and he contended that the mere fact of voting a ccrtain sum
of money on the previous evening did 1I0t commit every member of the House to conclusions
which they did not concur in, and which were
detailed in these resolutions. He moved that
the Honse go into committee.
Mr. DUFFY suggested taking the resolutions
seriatim in the House, instead of going into
committee,
Mr. HEALES said the only desire of tho
Government was to facilitate the passing of the
resolutions, and it should not be forgotten that
severhl hours were consumed the previous night
in committee, and he thought much valuable
time would be saved by taking the resolutions
.,eriatim -which the Government were Willing to
do-in the House, rather than go into a discussion in committee, with a chance of having a
further discussion on the slime points afterwards
in the House. (Hear, hear.)
Mr. G RA Y, although he had opposed the
granting of the money, thought they were )lOW
bound to go loyally into a consideration of how it
would be best spent. (Hear, hear.) He thought
that object could be best attained by discussing
the details in committee; and hi would, therefore, support the amendment.
Mr. LOADER consented to VO into committee, and
The SPEAKER was about to put the question,
that the House go into committee, when
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Mr. BRODIE protested against such a course
being adopted. He did not mean to say that
order was not maintained when in committee,
but recollecting the debate of the previous night,
and the fact of the hon. member for CollingwoOd
speaking some half-dozen times (hear, hear),
he thought going into comm:ttee would needlessly prolong the question, and have no other
effect than giving certain hon. members an opportunity of speaking over and over again.
He objected to having half-a-dozen speeches on the
same subject from the hon. member for Colhngwood. (Hear, hear.)
Mr. LALOR called attention to the fact that
the House could not go into committee to consider new burdens except on notice. He would
not take this technical objection, but that he
conceived the matter had been so thoroughly discussed the night before that he thought no good
could be effected by going again into committee.
except to give hon. members an opportunity of
addressing the chair several times. He thought
they would come to a far quicker and much
better conclusion by taking the debate in the
House than by going into committee. (Hear,
hear.)
The SPEAKER said no question arose as to
this being a fresh burden, inasmuch as the money
was already voted. Of course, if that were not
so, it would be necessary to give notice.
Mr. LALOR said the resolutions of the committee had not yet been reported to the lIouse,
and therefore Mr. Speaker was not in a position
to know that this money was voted. (Hear.)
Mr. DUFFY thought every object could be
-obtained by taking the resolutions seriatim in the
House.
:Mr. MICHIE said, for the considerations that
bad been suggested, and particularly looking to
the pOSGibility of a number of speeches from some
hon. gentlemen (laughter), he was willing to
recede from his position, and withdraw his
amendment. (Hear.)
Mr. DON protested against the remarks of the
bono member for Mandurang. He was elected a
member of that lIouse on the clear and distinct
understanding that he would oppose all immigration at Government expense, and he should do
his duty to his constituents quite irrespective of
the pleasure of the hon. member.
Dr. E VANS regretted the hon. and learned
member for St. Kilda had withdrawn his amendment; and asked was there anythinl! to prevent
the House then I!oing into committee?
The SPEAKER said it appeared the resolutions of the preVIOUS night had not been reported
to the House, and until they were reported nothing
could be done; but otherwise there was no difficulty, except that the Government did not think it
necessary to go into committee, and the hon.
and learned member had withdrawn his amendment.
Mr. LOADER moved tbat the first order of
the day be postponed, to allow the rcsoiutions to
be reported.
The motion was agreed to.
The CHAIRMAN then reported the resolutions
of the committee of the previous evening, which
were agreed to, and adopted.
Mr. LOADER then moved the first resolution,
as follows:" That the sum of £79,000 be reserved out of
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the fund to ~e raised by the ~le .or leasing of
Crown lands 10 the colony of. Vlctona during the
year 1851, to be expended 1U promoting immigration."
Mr. SERJEANT moved, as an a.mendment
that the words after "be" to the words "th~
colony" be struck out, and the words "laid
out of the consolidated revenue" inserte in
lieu thereof. He thought it better to call a
spade a spade, and not be perpetuating a sham.
Mr. WOOD seconded the amendment.
Mr. HEALES said the hon. member might be
technically right, but at the same time there was
no more principle whatever involved in the
amendment of the hon. member than there was
in the words used by the Government. (Hear
hear.) These resolutions were merely directory
to the Government as to how they were
to devote a certain sum of money to be
taken out of the consolidated revenue. These
resolutions of themselves would not enable
the Government to take any money whatever out of the consolidated revElnue' it
was through the Appropriation Act that' the
Government obtained. power to take money for
any purpose. The obJect of the Government in.
inserting these words was simply to set forth the
fact that this was not, as it was frequently said to
be, a sum derived from taxation, but from a
fund created and re-invested for reproductive
purposes. (Hear, hear.) It mattered nothing
whatever to the Government whether the words
proposed to be inserted were inserted, or whether
those suggested by the Government were allowed
to remain. There was no principle involved one
way or the other j but, in his opinion, it would
be better to allow the words proposed by the
Government to remain, and, therefore, unless
some good arguments were adduced, he hoped
the words would be allowed to remain. (Hear,
hear.)
Mr. DUFFY supported the amendment. The
language in this resolution might justify the
Government in reserving this £79,000, and never
paying it into the consolidated revenue at all.
No doubt, he presumed, the Government would
amwer that was not their intention, but in that
case he thought the words ought not to be there.
These words could only be put in as a kind of
claptrap argument, that nobody would feel the
burden, as the money came from the la-nd; but
when that was examined it would be found it all
came out of the consolidated revenue. Ha
thought the Government had better withdraw
the words, for he was firmly persuaded the House
would not put into the Appropriation Act language of such doubtful import, and which posRibly
might give powers of a large and illegitimate character.
Mr. WOOD quite agreed with the hon. and
learned member for VIlliers and Heytesbury,
that the insertion of these words was, to use the
phrase of the hon. and learned member, a kind
of "claptrap" (Mr. Duffy.-" Hear. hear"), although he himself would not use 80 offensive an expression as "claptrap" (" Hear,
hear j" and laughter), yet it was the msertion of an argument into a resolution. He
recollected the hon. and learned member for
the Avoca had once introduced an argument into
a resolution -namely, that representation should
be based on population and wealth j and the
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House might recollect that the hon. and learned
member was quizzed a good deal about, and at
last had to prove that population and wealth
were the 'same thing. (U Hear, hear;" and
laughter.) The insertion of the phrase cansed
the hon. and learned member for the Avoca a
good deal of embarrassment, and he had eventually to explain away the words as best he could.
(La.ughter.) Now, if the present words would
only be a source of embarrassment to the Government, he should not object to their being left in
(laugnter); but it was a matter of considerable
consequence to the Hoase, and to future Governments, to adopt words which might lead to serious
conseq uen ces.
Dr. EV AN~ thanked the member for the
Ovens for tha very kind manner in which he had
fallen back upon some reminiscences in his (Dr.
Evans's) former political life, but he would remind
tbe hon. a.nd learned member that a plea might
be irregular not only for "argumentativeness,"
but also-as the hon. and learned member as an
eminent plead er would know-for H duplicity."
(Laughter.) With regard to the resolution itself,
he believed the Chief Secretary had used the words
to which exception had been taken from a recollection of the ongin of the arrangements for the
conduct of immigration to these colonies. Under
the Australian Land Sales Act, the Government
were bound to apply one half of the land revenue
to local improvements, and the other half in bring·
ing out immigrants from the mother country. He
(Dr. Evans) still believed in the wisdom of those
regulations, and he was convinced that neither
this nor the neighbourin~ colonies were ever in
a. more prosperous condition than during the
time when those regulations were in force. And
he thought it oLly proper that the workingclasses of Victoria should be reminded, when
they complained of immigration, that the expense was not really paid out of what could be
called taxation. The sale of the public lands
was not in any respect a tax upon the people.
(Loud cries of "Hear.") He thought the working classes could not be too frequently reminded
of that great fact. He also thought it important
that capitalists in the mother country should be
reminded, when they were called upon to pay for
Ia.nd in the colony, that a portion at least of the
pu.rchue-money would come back to them in
the most advantageous and acceptable formin the introduction to the colony of that class of
persons without whom the public lands would be
absolutely worthless. (A voice.- u Cheap labour. ")
After tile discussion of this subject for 25 years,
he did not expect to hear this stale, superficial,
and, he might almost add, puerile assertion
broughl forward in an assembly of intelligent and
educatEd men. He could speak from personal
experience as to the real intention and motive of
those public men in England who first introduced this system of disposing of the public lands
in the colonies. It was not a selfi'!h motive; it
was not with a view to the advantage of capitalists,
but mainly and primarily to benefit the people of
Englan.i (hear, hear)-the working-classes of
England, who were suffering all the miseries
of a.n over peopled country. The question
then was, how flhould the capital of England ha rendered applicable to the benefit
of the working classes of England, and it was
cocsideied that this could be done only by trans-

ferring them from the old country to a new
country, where they could have the opportunity
of acquiring an independenne for themselves.
As to the suggestion, that it was ever intended
to introduce anything like slavery, he scorned
and repudiated the idea. He was able to do so
from cl. long and intimate acquaintance with the
late Sir Wm. Molesworth, Charles Huller, Wakefield, and the other eminent men who inaugurated
the system. And so long as that system was
maintained in Port Philip, South Australia, and
New Zealand, those colonies had an abundant
and unexampled prosperity. (Hear, hear.) He
contended that the amount derived from
the sale of land belonged properly to the
capital account of the colony (hear, hear); and
he thought they ought to keep a separate account, and be able to show to the world that
every farthing they received from the land went
back again to the land in some shape of perm'lnent improvement. (Hear, hear.) And certainly the best improvement they could give to
the land was to render it accessible by means of
roads and bridges, and then cautiously and gradually to introduce upon it that class of people
who would be immensely benefit.ed by being
brought out from the mother country. (Hear,
hear.) He felt bound to offer this protest in
answer to a number of observations which he
had heard from time to time, and which
he could answer from personal experience,
even to the minutest details. At the same time,
If there was an objection to the words in question, he would recommend the Chief Secretary to
withdraw them, and to use the ordinary form.
Mr. LOADER said there was not the sli~htest
importance to be attached to the retentlOn or
the absence of the words. If the resolution
would have the force of an act of Parliament,
it would be only for a year, inasmuch as at the
end of the year the power of the Appropriation
Act would terminate. However, as it was desirable that the Government should go on with
the resolutions as rapidly as po;,sible, he had no
objection to alter them.
Mr. DO N observed that the If murder" was
" out" at last. They were now told plainly
and without disguise what was the object of
the resolution. He thanked the hon. and
learned member for the A voca for the open
and honest manner in which he had spoken on
the subject. After all, the Government scheme
of immigration was only the old Wakefield system in a Dew shape. The colony whiCh the supporters of the scheme wanted to form was the
country which they had left in disgust behiuu.
(LaulI.hter.) lIe contended that the country
would never prosper with such a stupid and unintellectual system as that recommended by the
learned member for the Avoca; and he preoicted
that the decision to which the House came that
night and the night previous, woulU I>tare hon.
members in the face when next they presented themselves before their constituents, like
the Doomsday-book. (Renewed laughter.) Whatever name they might give to the proceeding, it was nothing more than taking money
from the public Treasury. The money paid for
land was a tax-a burden on the people-whatever else they might call it; and the appropriation of money for the purposes of immigration he
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looked upon R!I a. robbery, and nothing less.
(Laughter, d.nd cries of "Oh.")
Mr. NICHOL80~ said, as it was agreed the
previous night, after a dlscuRsion of six or seven
hours in committee, that £79,000 should be ap'
propriated to the introduction of immigrants,
and as that resolution had been reported to and
confirmed by the House, it was now too late to
debate whether the money should be appropnated, and therefore he conceived the first resolution was unuecessary. Aslto the taking of the money
for immigration from the proceeds of the sale of
land, this could not be done by resolution, inasmuch as the Constitution Act declared that after
the passing of that act, the money obtained
from the sale of land should form part of the
consolidated revenue. And this could not be
altered by resolution-only by way of bill. He
thought all that was necessary for the first re·
solution was language to the effect that the
amount already voted for immigration should be
appropriated. in a certain way.
Mr. G RA Y protested against the doctrine
which had been most unnecessarilv introduced
into the debate, that money raised from the sale
of land was not taxa.tion upon the people. This
was one of the most monstrous propositions he
had ever heard. (Laughter.) What did it matter
whether the money was raised from the sale of
land or the sale of anything el!le ? In each case
i~ w.as t~xation.. He objected to the making of a
dlstmctlOn whiCh had no substantial foundation.
Mr. O'SHAN ASSY questioned whether the
~ember for Rodney could satisfy him by any
kmd of reasonlnl!. or by the production of any
authorities, that the sale of public property was
a tax. (Hear, hear.) If the hon. memher
would set out his proposition hy way of resolution, and support it by authorities, he (\1r.
O'Shanassy) would be happy to listen to him
any day in the week; but to make a bald
assertion, that the money derived from the sale
of land was to be treated in the same manner,
say as a tax on brandy, was to confound idea~ in a
ma.nner which he could not understand. (Hear.)
The usually clear and lucid reasoning of. the
member for Rodney, however, seemed always
at fault when he approa()hed the consideration of
anything connected with the land question.
(Hear, hear.) The land was common property,
and was vested in the Legislature aR trustees;
and would any man tell him (\1r. O'Shanassy)
that if he bought a piece of land for building, or
for the growth of grain or the vme--having the
land 11;8 an equivalent for his money-H.e proceeding was to be put in the same category as a
customs duty? The thing was so monstrous and
absurd, so opposed to all notions of dealin~ and
trading, that he was astoniRhed to hear the doctrine propounded. (Hear, hear.) Supposing he
bought lOO acres for £100, he had, as an
equivalent for his money, land, which, as the
law stood, would be his for eternity; but the
equivalent which he received for taxation was the
protection of his person and his property by civil
Go\ernment and police, and the enjoyment of
the 0' her advantages attendant upon civiliza.tion
a.nd the observance and maintenance of the law~
(1Iear, hear.) At the same time. he did not see
what there was to hinder the House in determining, if th~y so pleased, by bill that the money
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derived from land, or a certain portion thereof,
should be applied to immigration purposes, water
supply, or any other public work.
Mr. ~IOLLISON suggested the introduction
in the resolution of words to the effect that the
immigration should be directed to the diff~rent
towns on the seaboard. He presumed It was not
intended that the whole stream of immigration
should be directed to Melbourne! There would
be an outcry aL Portland if that place were to be
overlooked.
Mr. LOADER observed that the vote of the
previous night included £1,000 for the conveyance of immigrants to outports.
Mr. MOLLISO~ said this would not be at all
satisfactory to his friends in the Western District,
who thought they were entitled to have ships
chartered direct to ports in that portion of the
colony, and with very great reason, because
they contributed larl!ely to the land fund. It was
hard for them to be brought down to Melbourne
to select immigrants when they ought to be a.ble
TO do this M that whICh was their natural port.
There would be no extra cost to the state, inasmuch as the expense of taking immigrants
by colonial vessels from Melbourne to Portland
would be as great as the additional cost of the
charter party, and yet the arrangement would
make a great deal of difference to the people of
the Western District. He con!lidered t here should
be a positive pledge on the part of the Government that a reasonable and bir proportIOn of the
immigrants would be Bent to the various towns on
the seaboard.
Mr. LOADER remarked that it was not contemplated by the Government to charter vessels
at all, except for the passa~e of single females;
and it might be difficult to find a sufficient number wilhng to go to Portland. Melbourne, ab the
metropolitan port of the colony, was well known;
but there might be many difficulties in the wa.y
of inducin~ persons to go to Portland, which
might seem to them as a remote place, beyond
the precincts of civilization. (Hear, hear.) h
would • however, be the busineRs of the department to see tha.t the immij!rants were fairly di~
tributed over the country. (Hear, hel1f.) He
concurred in the amendment suggested by the
member for S,\ndridge, and would accordingly
withdraw the first. resolution, and substitute for
it the following:
.. That the sum of £79,000, having bt!en appropriated for the introductIOn of immigrant'l,
shall be expended subject to the following regulations :"The amendment proposed by Mr. Serjeant wa..'1
negatived, and the Hew resolutIOn was accordingly
agreed to.
Mr. LOADER then moved the second resolution :-.. That £3~,()()() of such sum shall be devoted
towards the introduction of single females."
Dr. EV AN8 had gathered from the conversation of members in all parts of the 1I0use that
there was a great objection to the appointment in
England of itinerant lecturers, and therefore he
would suggest the addition to the resolution now
before the House of words to the effect that the
immigrants should be selected and sent out for
the present by the Commissioners of Immigration.
In reply to a question from Mr. HOOD,
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Mr. LOADER laid the whole of the £3!l,OOO
was intended to be applied to the bringing out of
I!ingle fema.les unier the surveillance of proper
authorities; but if applied for, certifica.tes would
be granted for bringing out females by ordinary
immIgrant ships ulder the £40,000 resolution.
Mr. HAINES inquired by whom the payments
prescribed under .he 8th resolutIOn would have
to be made?
Mr. HE ALES replied, by those persons who,
wishing to bring Olt their friends, applied to the
immigration agenl in Victoria for passenger certificates.
Mr. GRAY exrreflsed the hope that the sum
for female immig:-ation would be very much
lesaened.
After a few remuks from )fr. l\lYLES, which
were inaudible in the gallery,
The quesrion was put and ca.rried.
Mr. LOADER then moved" That it ~hall be lawful to expend, out of the
said ~um of £39;000, an amount not exceeding
£2,000 in defraying the expense of three persons
to be employed in delivering lectures throughout
Great Britain and Ireland, upon 'Victoria, as a
Field for Coloniza.tion,' and in distributing prize
essays upon the same subject."
In connection with that clause, he might direct
the attention of the House to the fact that the
cla.use following was !;truck out by the Govern·
ment. lIe would not make any comment upon
the clause, but simply submit it to the Hou6e.
Mr. NICllOLSON said he should vote against
the resolution, as he did not think that three lec·
turers being employed would have a good effect;
nor ought the Government to be responsible for
all that might be said by the lecturers. They
might l.o and say th&t great advantages were to
be derlved by persons immigrating to this colony,
and the result in many instances would be most
unsa~isfa.cLOry to those immigrants. Lecturers
would be sent home, and, no doubt, the great
Thunderer would publish the lectures, and opposite to them perhaps would be letters from immi·
grants complaining of having been misled. He
should like to know from the Government whether th~y were satisfied with the present com·
missioners, and meant to continue them. He
had been told that in many instances members
of Parliament got authority from the home
Government of the day, as a matter of pa·
tronage, to send out so many immIgrants,
a.nd on going down to the country they
thinned their eRtates by sending out persons who
were not useful there. Of course they had to
satisfy Ihe agents that the persons were suitable to send out; but that was done by submitting
the nam~s to clergymen or magistrates, or per·
haps both. He was not satisfied with the class of
females who had hitherto been sent out, and
he thought the Government would agree with
him that the class of immii!rants that had been
!lent out, particularly the females, were not suitable; and many were not of good character. It was
1\l0S~ necessary that such immigrants should be
persons of good character, and should be taken
from I he country districts rather than from London.
1Iis idea was that an agency should be appointed,
selected by the colonial Government, paid by them,
and responsible to them, so that if there was any
objection a);,ainst them they could be removed.
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There was nothing of so much importance as
having females of good character introduced into
the colony, as they might become the wives of
colonists and mothers of children, who might
eventually be members of that House. Under
the circumstances, he should be much better
pleased if the Government would abandon their
scheme of lecturers. (Hear, hear.) He did not
see any resolution regulating the nationality of
immigrants, but his opinion was that they should
be sent out in fair proportions from England.
Scotland, and Ireland ("And Wales"), and Wales,
so that the colonists would have an opportunity
of choosing persons from any of those natious.
Complaints had been made that immigrants had
not been fairly selected, and, in fact, so strongly
had people felt on the suoject that some years
ago a memorial was sent to the home Government by the corporation of Melbourne on the subject. If the Government would attend to that,
and employ agents in!>tead of the present commissioners, he thought there could be no objec
tion made.
Mr. M'LELLAN said that one of the objects
he had in voting for the resolutions on a
previous night was the union of families. It
was well known that many men on the gold· fields
had left their wives and families behind them,
and would be glad to have them out to this
country. He should therefore move as an amendment, that all the words after "that," be struck
out, with the view to insert the following words :_
"That the bala.nce of such sum be expended in
bringing out ~he wives and families of men resident
in the colony who were unable to pa,} the cost
themselves."
The SPEAKER reminded the hon. member
that the present resolution enttrely referred to
the expen!;e of lecturers.
Mr. M'LELLAN thought, under the circum.
stances, it would be better to allow his ameudment to stand over until the sixth re30lution came
up.
Mr. STEPHE~ was wholly opposed to the
motion, . as he considered it would be throwing
money lUro the sea to attempt to pay salaried
lecturers ~o go about the country. He also quite
agreed WIth the hon. member for Sandridge
that it would imperil the reputation of the
colony. On the other hand, he thought that
authentIC statements, under the sanction of the
Governmen f , should be Bent home, similar to
those published by the colonization commissioners 1U England, so that an opportunity would
be afforded to people to judge whether it was a
colony they could Ra.fely emigrate to. He would
move thaL the Government prepare a pamphlet
containing a statement of the condition of the
colony; such statement to be based upon statistical returns.
Mr. O'SHANASSY was not aware whether the
Government intended to prt:ss the two resolutions which followed. (" Four and five are with
drawn.")
Mr. LOADER said it was perfectly eligible to
amend the resolution so as to vote '£2,000 for
carrying out the resolution in the way the Government thoul/ht best (" no, no"), upon the express understanding that no lecturers should be
employed.
Mr. O'SHAN ASSY said the l'ote for female
immigration was paSl;ed, aud ~he n('x~ portion was
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for assisted immigration. That being passed, tived, he would suggest that the Government.
they would come to the mode of carrying out the should bring in their resolution for .£38,000.
two systems, when, he supposed, a general vote He should be quite willing to put down £lO,oo(»
would be taken.
for the purposes mentioned by the hon. member
Mr. LOADER said he would withdraw his re- for Ararat, as he knew there were many cases on
solution for the purpose of going on to the the gold-fields of the kind mentioned.
sixth.
Mr. M'LELLAN said, that as there appeared
Mr. DUFFY asked whether the 4th and 5th to be some difficulty about the amount, he would
compromise the matter by reducing the amount
resolutions were withdrawn or postponE-d ?
The SPEAKER.-Withdrawn altogether.
to £20,000
Mr. LOADER moved the 6th resolutionMr. LOADER was aware that the hon. memCl That
,£40,000 (balance of said sum of ber was actuated by the very best feelings; but
.£79,000) be expended under a syst~m of assisted he thought the hon. member had failed to inform
immigration, similar to that formerly in opera- the House whether the persons to be brought out
tion 1 and based upon the principle of securing to as he proposed should be brought out free.
the mhabitants of Victoria the privilege of select- From the ililence of the hon. member. he inferred
ing intending immigrants."
that he proposed to bring them out quite free, so
The system proposed by the Government had that ,£20,000 would thus be devoted to free immiworked well in former years, and he had no doubt gration. and a great pa.rt of the grant would be
it would work well now.
absorbed. He might point O1;t ~ the hone
Mr. F001'T moved as an amendmentme~ber that under the resolu~lOns l~ would be
Cl
' .
pOSSIble for a man to send for hIS famlly, as, for
Th3:t £4,.~, part of ~he sal.d £40,000, be ex- instance, a female under 40 could come out for
p~nded m bllnglDg out skIlled vIDe· dressers. The £2. There would be one great difficulty to consaId persons to be selecte? by gentleD?en fro~ ~he I tend against, namely, that a man might reprecon~ment of ~urope, ~e~~g naturalIzed BntIsh sen. t that he was in indigent circumstances, and
subJects now ID VlCtona.
the Government would have no means of ascerIf that amendment was passed, he antici- taminj! whether that sta.tement was correct or
pated that the culture of the vine would be not. Although he felt unwilling to oppo!!e the
considerably increased. Hon. members might amendment, he found it was necessary to do so.
not be aware that every acre of vines The amount mentioned in the schedule was 80
pla.nted upon soil suitable for them would small that any man wishing to bnng out his
m a year or two give a profit of £50 per a.cre to fa.mily could do so, and if he had not the money
the grower; and, even at the low price of 4&. per it would be better for him to be without his
gallon for wine, an acre would return a profit of family.
Mr. HOWARD was anxious to promote the
from £50 te .£100. That would be in conjunction with dIstillation, which would save happiness of the mining population; but he
the waste to the grower. He mentioned that to would not be doing his duty as a member
show the importance of the culture of the vine to of that House if he supported the amendment,
this colony, and how necessary it was to induce as it would defeat the object of the resolutions,
people to come who understood the cultivation of namely, to carry out the Land Bill.
it. He trusted hon. members would support his
Mr. EMBLING was not aware whether the
amendment.
hon. member had carefully considered his
Mr. HEALES thought it would be better to amendment. (" Yes.") The people who were
carry the resolution as it stood, except to alter now distrel!sed were not miners, but men about
the sum from ,£40,000 to £35,000, which would the town, and the amount of money mentioned
then leave £4,000 for the purpose suggested.
in the schedule was ~o sma.ll that it would be
The SPEAKER said the hon. member Mr. unnecessary to make any a.mendment.
Mr. WOODS looked upon the amendment as
M'Lellan had given notice of an amendment,
which would supersede the present one, and, unnecessary. as if a man wanted to get his
therefore, it would be better to consider that family out here he would not be long in gathernow.
ing together £8 for tbat purpose.
)lr. M'LELLAN then moved that all the words
Mr. M'LELLAN pointed out that if his amendafter 11 that" be struck out, with the view of in- ment was carried there would be a sum devoted
serting the words: 11 £40,000 be devoted to de- to a special purpose, instead of the whole
fraying the cost of bringing out to the colony the amount being employed in bringing out persons
wives and families of pen;ons already in the promiscuou8ly.
The a.mendment was then put and negatived.
colony who were not in circumstances to enable
them to pay the cost." He need not say anyMr. Foott's amendment was then put.
thing in support of the motion, as it was well
Mr. HOWARD seconded the amendment.
known to hon. members that thousands of marThe SPEAKER said it would, perhaps, be a
ried men who had left home WIthout their wives more convenient course simply to add the amendwould now most anxiously avail themselves of ment to the original resolution.
any assistance the House might grant them to
Mr. HEALES, before the question was put,
bring their wives and families out.
wished to ask the mover of the amendment,
Mr. PRENDERGAST seconded the amend- whether he intended that the persons he wished
ment.
to introduce should be placed under the same
Mr. GILLESPIE pointed out that if the regulations as other immigrants, or whether the
whole of the £40,000 was voted, as proposed, money should be expended upon them irrespective
there would be nothing left of the whole sum of any assistance they might derive from their
of £79,000 for management. (I1ear, hell.r.) friends?
In the event of the amendment being negaMr. FOOTT, who was almost totally inaudible,
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was understood to say that the class of persons
he contempla.ted were not genera.lly in a position
to receive much assistance from their friends j but
he would leave the point entirely in the hands of
the House.
Mr. CARPENTER opposed the amendment,
as a piece of class-legislation. (~r. Johnston... It IS £4,000, not 4,000 vine-dressers." "Hear j"
and laughter.) They might as well ask for skilled
miners, or skilled carpenters. (" Hear," and loud.
laughter.) He protested against a. Bum of money
being devoted to any particular trade or callmg·it. should partake of a general application only.
Mr. LALOR said the mover of the amendment
had some show of reason about his proposition j
but he seemed to have overlooked that the terms
of his amendment would actually exclude Great
Britain from the operation of it, as no vinedressers could be procured from that country.
As it wa.s desirable that the growth of the vine
should be promoted here, the hon. member would
see that the present was an exceptional case. It
had been pointed out that those skilled iD
the culture of the vine 1I"ere not necessarily
skilled also in the manufacture of wine, and it
would be well to add the necessary provision in
that case to the amendment.
Mr. ~IICHIE said the fact that the colony
was likely to become more and more a vinegrowing country would show the necessity of resorting to other labour markets than those of
Great BrItain j but he thought it would be better
to modify the terms of the amendment, so as to
allow of other selectors being appointed than
those indicated by it. It would even be better
to look to the Emigration Commissioners than to
confine the selectors to gentlemen from the continent of Europe who were naturalized in this
colony. To hmit the selectors 80 would be to
exclude those who might be much better qualified, and even open a door to the possibility
of abuse in expending the '£4,000. (Hear, hear.)
Such a. limited class of selectors might be
tempted to bring out their needy or incompetent
relatives and friends-persons who knew nothing
of the vine, or of the manufacture of
wines. He would therefore suggest that,
as the Government were continually in communication with the Emigration Commissioners,
the selection should be left to these. The
great facility of communication now afforded
between England and the Continent would enable
the commissioners personally to procure an unexceptionable class of persons j but there could be
no security against incompetency if the selectors
were appointed from those foreigners who merely
resided in this colony, inasmuch as, once appointed, they would not be under control.
Mr. DU~'l!'Y saw another class of objection to
the amendment. It was advisable, no doubt, to
use the money directly in bringing out classes of
persons who would prove useful to the colony,
but the present proposal would not secure that
end. The vine-growers in this colony were nearly
all Swiss, French, or Germans. The Swiss had
no experience in wine-making, and the Germans here made wines which were not
familiar to the countrymen of hone members.
Application could only be made with prudence to ~'rance. If Germans were named as
selectors, they would assuredly go for immigrants, llot to France or Spain, but to Ger-

589

many. But, again, there was only a very small
proportion of foreigners in this colony who were
naturalized. That would be another undesirable
limit in the appointment of selectors. They
ought, however, to look to other branches of
skilled labour as well-for instance, to supply
for the use of butter a substitute in oliveoil. Why not bring out persons who could cultivate that branch of industry? (Hear, hear.)
Again, this country was one of the best in the
world for the manufacture of dried fruits-figs,
raisins, &'c., for which at present it paid much
money, and imported a very inferior article. These
considerations indicated a very wide ran~e of pur·
suits. He disagreed altogether with the Idea of referring the selection to the Emigration Commissioners in London. In his personal experience he had
never met WIth a more ignorant, incapable, and
lazy corporation than that same body of officials. The Colonial-office would be likely to
work far better in the matter, as it could communicate with the Foreign-office, and that again
could operate through the consuls in the various
parts of the Continent, and if they should be
disposed to pay the expenses of the persons they
wanted, and give them a grant of land, he had
no doubt their purpose could be easily effected.
0\1 the whole, he considered the project, however desirable in the abstract, at present premature, for when it was carried out it should be
well and wisely conceived.
Mr. GRAY said that he had been informed by
a foreign gentleman in this city, that if the
restriction under resolution!) did not exist, many
elegible persons would be induced to come out.
The restriction as to persons being British
subjects should therefore be done away with,
and a valuable class of labour might be imported.
Mr. HAINES attributed the small manufacture
of wine hitherto effected in the colony to the
fact, that the sale of the fruit had hitherto
proved the more profitable investment. (Hear,
hear.) But from the great extent of land now
under vine cultivation, he believed that the
colony would safely and profitably advance to the
manufacture ef wine. The other day he had
proceeded to Geelong, in the capacity of a judge
of Bome manufactured wine j and he must say
tliat the samples he saw were not equal in
quality to what they ought to have been, considering the excellent materials from which they
were made. When in England, he had several
samples of New South Wales wine sent to him,
and he had shown them to an eminent winemerehant, who was of opinion that there must
exist a want of skill in the colonial manufacturers,
and that, if the wine were properly made it
would be very good. If so, the colonists could
not too soon occupy so profitable a field, and he
should be extremely sorry to see the vote postponed for another year. (Hear, hear.) They
would soon, no doubt, possess a superabundance
of fruit, and to manufacture an inferior wine
would be a great loss to the colony. Therefore,
though he agreed with the motion, he was willing
to commit the subject to the management of the
Government. He attached much more value to
such persons as could make wine than to those
who could merely cultivate the vine.
Mr. LOADER said, after the expression of
opinion On the part of the House, he was willing.
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as the Government were most anxious to promote
Mr. O'HEA said the class of men who would
the manufacture of wine, olive oil, dried fruits, be of use here were men who would become
&c., to suggest that £36,000 sh·mld be applied to smalllandholders, and these men would not come
the general purposes of the resolution, and of the so long as their present land system was in opera.balance that £2,000 should be expended in the tion. lIe had spent a conSiderable time in studr
importation of vine dressers, growers, and wine ing this subject, and he believed there was no
manufacturers; and £2,000 in carrying out the country in the world that had such extraordinary
resolutions. (Hear, hear.)
advantages for the growing of wine NI this colony.
Mr. O'SHANASSY wished to suggest that after With their climate, t.hey should bring men a.eeusthe "ords "£2,000" should be added" under tomed to the wine-making of Andalusia, of Burregulations to be framed by the Governor in gundy, and of Bordeaux.
Council." It appeared to him that there
After a few words from Mr. FRANCIS and Dr.
were many conditions necessary before the Ev ANS,
Government would give their permission to inMr. VERDO~ said, as his hon. colleague
troduce these people. In the first place, the per- could not address the House a second tim he
sons to be brought here should be skilled in the would propose an amendment that, he thought,
different arts, and next, they should be able and would meet the views of all sides of the House.
willing to turn their skill to advantage when they (Hear.) It wasarrived here. He thought this difficulty would be
"That the sum of £34,000 be expended, under
met by the gentlemen who were planting vineyards a system of assisted immigration, similar to that
-and who,havingalreadysomemillionsofcuttings formerly in operation, and based on the principle
down, would necessarily require skll!ed labour- of securing to the inhabitants of Victoria the
coming to the Government, and saying they privilege of selecting the immigrants; and that
would undertake to introduce proper persons, and a sum of £4,000 be expended in the introduction,
bind themselves to the Government that the from the Continent of Europe, of vine-dressers
people they would introduce would work in a and others skilled in the manufacture of wine
manner satisfacloryto the Government. (Hear.) and oil, and the preservation of fruit."
Mr. LOADER was perfectly willing to accept He would also propose" That £2,000, the balance
the suggestion, but, in his opinion, it was ren- of the said sum, be expended in carrying out
dered unnecessary, as the following resolution these resolutions." The resolution proposing
gave the Governor in Council power to frame lecturers had been withdrawn; but It was absoregulations. lIe had, however, no objection to lutely necessary some provision should be made
the introduction of the words into the clause. for agency, and the sum proposed could not be
(Hear.) This £2,000 would only be given as considered too la.rge. (lIear.)
supplementary means for introducing those
Mr. FOOrr withdrew his amendment in favour
people, and would in that way bring in about 200 of that of the Government.
immigrants. (Hear, hear.) Those people would
Mr. JOHN8TON supported the amendment
be nominated in thiS country, and the Govern- of the Government. If this money were to be
l\lent would be able to obtaiu the advice of the expended by the Government, the vine-growers at
most experienced foreigners in the country as to present in the colony would put themselves in
their selection.
communication with the Government, and proMr. LALOR had been told by a Swiss gentle- per persons would doubtless be introduced_
man who was largely connected With the cultivation (Hear.) He disapproved of the motion of the
of the vine that the best persons to introduce were hon. member for Rodney, that they should strike
Frenchmen. To bring them out the nomination out the words" British subjects." He did not
ought not to be left here, as there were scarcely think the whole of this large sum should be held
any Frenchmen in the colony.
out for the introduction of persons from the ConMr. 0'8 LiANAS8Y said the persons who were tinent; their object, he believed, was to introduce
engaged in the cultivation of the vine here could British subject!!. (Hear, hear.)
nominate those men in }<'rance, though not
Dr. THOMSON congratulated the House
l!'renchmen themselves. (Hear, hear.)
on the discuBsion drawing to a close; but he
Mr. BRODIE sugge.<;ted that the £4,000 be would like to say a. word or two as to the selecleft at the disposal of the Government, to use tion of those men. Some 12 years since he introin the manner they best saw fit. He was aware duced 150 of those people from Hamburg.
there was plenty of employment in the colony for They were selected in that city, as he understood,
skilled vine-dressers. He knew one man at with great care; but, notwithstanding that, on
Sandhurst who was largely engaged in vme- their arrival, he found several of them knew
growing, ",ho informed him that this colony was nothing whatever of vine dressing or winea. far better country for the cultivatIOn of the making. Two of them, in fact, were tailors.
vine than France, and who was desirous of (Laughter.) Having been brought to the p.olony,
obtaining as many men as possible. (Bear.)
of course they could not be sent back. They had
Mr. WOODS said too little notice had been his permission to follow their trade, giving an
taken of the suggestion of the hon. member for undertaking to repay their passage-money; but
Rodney-namely, to strike out "British sub- he never heard from them since. (Laughter.,
jects" in the 9th clause. He thought the system Therefore he thought great caution ought to be
proposed was an artificial oue, and would not exercised in selecting these men. (Hear.)
work well. If, on the other hand, it was dissemiThe SPEAKER then put the resolution, which
nated over the Continent of Europe that there was carried without a division.
were plenty of work and good wages here for vineMr. LOAD ER then moved the seventh resOo
dressers, it would be found they would flock out, lution, as follows :as many of their countrymen had already done in
H That persons desirous of bringing their relagetting to the gold· fields. (Hear.)
I tives a.nd friends from the United Kingdom shall
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be at liberty to apply to the immigration agent
in VIctoria for passage certificates, to be issued
under regulations to be framed by the Governor
in Council~ in accordance with these resolutions."
Mr. FRANCIS suggested that these men
should be broug'ht out free.
Mr. FIREBRACE inquired whether, under
this resolution, certificates could be purchased in
England~ or whether they could be purchased
only in the colony?
Mr. LOADER said the Government did not
contemplate enabling persons ID Englaud to purchaae these tickets. They only contemplated
conferring the privil~e of selecting immigrants
on persons already in the colony.
Mr. IIAINES asked whether the resolution
would apply to the bringing of personfl from the
Continent of Europe?
Mr. LOA DER replied in the affirmative.
Mr. HAINES said this was the very thing
which many hon. members wished to avoid Ile
considered that such persons as vine-growers and
vine-dressers should have an entirely free passage.
Mr. VERDON observed that, had the member
for Richmond been in time, the Government
wQuld have been prepared to acc~pt his suggestion. He would move the addition to the
resolution of the following words ;<t And that persons to be introduced from the
Continent as vine-dressers shall be imported
entirely at the cost of the colony_"
Mr. LOADER seconded the amendment.
Mr. JOHNSTON considered the addition
would be no improvement on the resolution. It
had been already pointed out that the sudden
introductiotl of 200 or 300 vine-dressers would
not be a. beneficial arrangement for the colony.
Their arrivlll.I would perhaps be unknown to those
who needell their services, and in consequence
they might find their way into other occupa.tions.
If vine-dressers were required, he believed they
would be sought for by those who wanted them,
and who ought to pay for the passage the same
as other people would have to pay under the
schedule. Government seemed desirous to adopt
the sujtgefltion of everybody; but he thought it
would be better if they stood by their own resolutions.
Mr. FRANC IS considered it most important
that the amendment should be acceded to, because the culti' 9,tion of the olive, the preparation
of olive-ml, and other pursuits followed on the
Continent of Europe, required to be initiated in
the colony. The total expense of this free importation would not exceed £2,000 or £3,000, and
the people who came would be fully employed.
They would be seized upon with aVIdity.
Mr. O'S BAN ASSY was at a loss to know how
the supporters of the amendment intended to
give it effect. In the first place, how were the
Government to be put in motion?
Mr. FRANCIS.-By common-sense.
Mr. O·SHANASSY.-A very admirable quality,
but not always resting with Governments.
(Laughter.) And if common-sense induced the
CommiSAioner of Customs to direct the sending
out of 100 vine-dressers from France and Spain,
and if they came out, who was to engage them?
Mr. FRANCIS.-You would.

Mr. O'SHANASSY.-No.
Mr. FRANCIS.-Then I would.
Mr. O'SHANASSY said, then the hon. member could put himself in the ordinary list, and
obtain as many certificates as he needed, on the
terms specified in the schedule. (Laughter.)
Let hon. members be consistent. Let people in
the colony themselves first put the thing in ml)tion, by co-operating with the Government, and
thus showing- that their intentions were bona fide.
Mr. STEPHEN contended that vine-dressers
brought out under the amenGment would be
more likely to benefit South Australia and New
South Wales than Victoria.
Mr_ VERDON begged to withdraw the amendment.
Mr. HAINES objected to this course.
The amendment was accordingly put, and
negatived without a division.
The 7th resolution was then agreed to.
Mr. LOADER next moved the 8th resolution ;" That the following sums shall be, in all instances, paid in advance in respect ef intending
immigrants of the various classes, prior to the
issue of passage certificates ;Uuder 12
Sex.

Male _.
Female..

YeaTs of

Age.
£
3

2

12 to 40

40 to 50 IAbove 50.

--r---~-I

1~-
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This rate, observed the hon. member, was lower
than that proposed by previous Governments, ami
was sufficiently encouraging to promote immigration, without being so high as to be restrictive in
any way.
Mr. MICIIIE objected to the arrangemen\
and classification of the various ages in the
schedule. It seemed to him that the classifica.tion altogether savoured more of a schedule for
the importation of cattle than the importation of
human beings. It must be quite obvious to any
one who subjected the table to the slightest possible analYSIS that the object was to introduce
immigrants of such ages as should be the most
beneficial, in a mere population senAe, to the supposed interests of the colony. The rates were
very small, indeed, from 12 to 40, but they
became almost prohibitive beyond that age; and
thIS bemg so, the necel'sary result would follow
that only those ages lying on the sunny side
of 40 would be importable on payment in ad·
vance of the sums mentioned, and practically
it would be impossible to introduce those who,
by relation or connexion, were the natural guardians of the younger people. Now, they constantly read, both in home and colonial journals.
of an evil which, from the perpetual iteratiOB
of the thing-, had really become almost oppressively disgusting; and yet, by the schedule submitted by the Government, a sort of legislative
sanction and encouragement was given, not
merely TO the propa~ation. but to the continuance
and strengthening of this evil. (Hear, hear.)
He thought the Government might very fairly
be requested to reconsider this question.
Mr. DUFFY said there was another point connected with the resolution before the House
upon which he would like to have some informa-
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tion. The House bad already voted a sum for
bringing out free female immigrants, whom they
would have no opportunity of knowing, and OVel'
the choice of whom, with the best precautions,
they would have but a limited control; and he
would ask/why should there be a charge upon those
who were known to persons in the colony? In ordel'
to make available the grant for bripgmg out
females at certain charges, they must be separated from their families. If the House thought it
wise to pay the entire expense of persons sent
out from home, they should apply the same prin-ciple equally to those persons who had friends
in the colony. The Treasurer might say that
they were intended to be household servants;
but there was no provision to that effect.
Mr. LOADER said the hon. member was perfectly right in supposing that it was possible
that single females might be brought out under
the resolution now before the House, and not
have to pay money; but it was the intention of
the Government to nominate persons in this
colony to select the females to be brought out
free, and such persons would be brought out
in ships specially chartered for the purpose. The
hon. member I emarked that a person wishin~
to pay a passage for a single female would be
obliged to have her separated from her friends;
but, in return for that, a proper amount of protection would be provided. He did not think
the hl)n. member had made out any great objection to the schedule.
Mr. DUFFY remarked that the fourth clause
provided that the lecturers would select the
females. That would be quite incompatible
with their being selected here.
Mr. LOADER said if that was all the objection raised, it would soon fall to the ground, as
the.Government had already withdrawn the fourth
resolution.
Mr. DON said the only excuse he could con'ceive why females should be charged in one case
and not in another, was because they were married; but how many of the children under 11 were
likely to be married? Wives were not wanted
-out, he suppolJed, but only servants. If a man
wanted to send home for his wife, who was under
40, and he had not the money, he could get some
friend to write a lie upon the face of the certifi~te,and sl\y she was not married. He had known
many such cases; and, therefore, would it not
be better to make all females free, [;0 as
to avoid encouraging people to tell lies? Then,
ajZ'ain, the money rose in proportion as the
~e increased, and no encouragement was offered
to a mm to send home for his aged parents.
Thus, instead of encouraging a man to settle
down here, his very best feelings would be outraged by the conduct of the Government. He
would mIWe that the last two columns be struck
out, and that in place of 40 and 50, the age be
40 and upwards, and that the charge for males
be £6, and the cbarge for females struck out.
Mr. VJliRDON would point out to the hon.
memhers who had objecte:i to the scheme that
the Government wished to have a distinction
between the two clas~es of immigrants. With
regard to the remarks of the hon. member,
that there would be an absence of encouragement to persons to bring out their aged relatives,
he might say tha.t £18 for two persons above 50
years of age was not very much more than one
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half the amount it would cost persons to come
out at their own expense, and he thought the
difference between £18 and £30 was an encouragement to persons to come out. He would
also point out that the Government were bound
to consider, not only the convenience and wishes
of persons coming out, but to look at the question in a broader view, namely, what class would
be most useful to the colony, and, therefore, he
conceived It was quite just to show a distinction
in the ages.
Mr. WOOD quite agreed with thehon. member
for Collingwood that if any person wished to
bring out his grandmother it was very laudable to
do so; at the same time, however,lthe question
was whether the importation of his grandmother
would be advantageous to the colony at larg-e.
(Laughter.) Be had a great respect for the
holier feelings of our nature, but let the persons
anxious to cultiva.te them do so at their own eKpense. (CC Get servants at your own expense,"
from Mr. Don.) lIe quite agreed with the
graduated scale proposed by the Government, as
they had no nght to regard individual feelings,
but had, as truly stated by the Treasurer to look
at the question from a broader view. 1i e would
submit that the House should not be led away by
the ad captandum arguments of the hon. memOOi'
for Collingwood, but should look at what class
would be most valuable to the colony. lIe should
support the Government scheme.
- Mr. HADLEY thought the arguments of the
hon. member would apply well enough to slaves,
but not to people immigrating to this colony. If
there was anything wanted here it was aged
people, as they always exercised a beneficial
effect upon society. He would move that the
two last columns be struck out.
Mr. BENNETT would have been glad to have
heard more liberal opimons from the hon. member for Beechworth, although he j!ave him credit
for sincerity of purpose. He thought every inducement should be afforded to persons in the
colony to bring out their relatives, whether aged or otherwise. He should, in
addition to the amendment of the hon. mem!:er for Collingwood, move that the charges for
females be "'truck out, as he did not see wl!y,
beca.use a female came out with her brother,
she should be called upon to pay £2.
Mr. M'LELLAN considered that if the colony
voted a large sum of money for bringing out
immigrants, it was certainly important that the
clasii brought out should be that most uReful
to the colony. He did not agree with hon.
members who treated it as white slavery, as
every colony had done the same, and had taken
care to introduce the most useful class. The
best thmg the hon. member for Kyneton could
do would be to bring' out people from the
workhouse at home, and make tbem a paradise
here.
Mr. GRAY said the hon. mem~r had not considered the difference ~tween a person sending
home for a relative, and that relative being sent
o:lt here as a relief to his friends at home.
An old person would not be sent for, except from
motives that should not be sneered at or laugbed
down-motives which were the best basis for
colonization.
Mr. CATHIE advocated bringing out parents,
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if only to look over and guard the young men who
were at present in the colony.
~!r. O'S rIAN ASSY said he understood the
question before the House to be that the la11t two
schedules be struck out, and that the £8 for
males over 40 be reduced to £6, and the £5
for females over 40 struck out.
It was said
the two systems were inconsistent. He, however,
thought they were not so. Looking to the rare of
wages at home, he thou~ht it would be agreed
tha.t there were many people there who cfmld
not afford to purchase a ticket at all. They
had therefore, on this side, the strongest reasons
for giving immigra,ion free to females at home.
That certa.lnly appeared to be the object of the
first part of these resolutions, and a mOot desirable
object it appeared to him to be. (Ilear, hear.)
On the other hand, the class of people who re·
ceived very small wages indeed at home received
from £25 to £40 a-year in this colony, and out of
tha.t they could very well afford to pay '8
small sum for the purpose of bringing out
a father, husband, brother, or "ister. L')oking
dot the question from that point of view, he
thought there was good reason why a slllall rate
should be imposed here, and not imposed at home.
If, for instance, the cha.rgehere were taken away,
he would like to know what guarantee had the
Government of the sincerity of any man who
went to the Commissioner of Customs, and askt'd
to have any number of his friends or relatives brought out? If there were no money
test, any Illan WOL Id be at liber y to nomi·
nate as many persons as he liked, and
what guarantee could the Government have
that that man would bring out his relative!!;
that he would bring out persons useful to the
colony, or that he would assist them to obtain a
living when here. He thought the test of £6 for
males and £3 for females, not only not large,
but in fact merely nominal, looking to the rate of
waj!es in the colony. {Uear, hear.}
Mr. STEPHEN would support the motion for
striking off the £2 for females fl'om 12 to 40 ;
but agreed with the hon. member for Kilmore
that £:3 should be imposed in the case of female~
over 40.
Mr. DO ~ was willing to take the suggestion of
the hon. member for Kilmore.
Mr. LOADER also agreed to the suggestion of
the hon. member, that the sums should b~ £6
and £:t
)lr. MACKINTOSH was opposed to any charge
on this side for females, when there wa~ none
made by the commissioners.
The SPEAKER tht'n putthe qutstion in the following form, viz.-For males under 12 years of
age, £2; between 12 and 40, £5; over 40, £6.
For females under 12 years, £2; from 12 to 40,
£2; over that age, £3.
The motion was agreed to, without a di vision.
Mr. LOADER then moved the 9th resolution,
as follows:" That persons to be brought into the colony
under this system shall be British subject!l, in
J!ood heallh, free from all bodily or mental defect!!, and of good character."
It was not necessary to make any remark on this
resolution. It was merely formal, and strictly
according to the precedents llet by the Regula.
tlOns of 1856 a.nd 1851.
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Mr. MICHIE said the clause seema,l to him
to be a very ambigUDus and uncertain one.
They should be free from all menta.l and bodily
defects. Now, that was a very large expression.
(Laughter.) Exceeding badness of temper
mi~ht be considered by the commission as a mental
defect (laughter); and a wart on the nose might
appear to a highly conscientious commissioner
to be such a pbysical defect as to prevent him
sending out an otherwise eligible colonist. (A
laugh.) He thought the clause might be worded,
H all persons of sound health and good moral character." (Hear.)
Mr. DO N moved, as an amendment, that the
objectionable words be struck out, and H in good
health and of good moral character" inserted in
lieu thereof. ( Hear. ~
Mr. STEPHEN seconded the amendment,
which was ca-tried without a division.
Mr. LOADER acceptc:d the suggestion of the
member for St. Kilda, and proposed that the
words "sound mind" be inserted after "good
health."
This was ag-reed to.
Mr. NICHOLSON proposed, as a further
amendment, the addition of the following words:
-" And that all persons, the cost of whose passage shall be wholly borne by the state, shall be
selected as nearly as possible from the three
divisions of the United Kingdom, viz., England,
Scotland, and Ireland, in proportion to the population of such divisions." This he thou'J.ht was
highly necessary. Frequent dissatisfaction had
been expressed on former occasions as to the proportion sent from particular quarters. In fact,
so strong an opinion was felt on the subject that
the corporation of Melbourne deemed it necessary to meet and pass resolutions relating
thereto.
::\fr. FIRE BRACE seconded the amendment.
Mr. HU.U.l!'.I!'1t.\.Y moved that "Wales"
should appear. (Laughter.)
Mr. MICIlIE thought that, if they went much
further, they would have to take in tbe Isle of
;\-lan, the Channel blands, and perhaps the debateable ground known as Berwick-on-Tweed.
(Laughter.)
.
Mr. GRAY ohjected to the amendment.
.Mr. JOLINSTON thought they ought to be
citizens of the world enongh to welcome any who
chose to come to the colony. (Hear, hear.) They
should do what they could to encourage all good
colonis's, no matter to what nation they belonged,
to induce their friends to come out to them.
Mr. SERVICE t-Xpres8ed the hope that the
amendment woul.! he withdrawn.
i\lr. OBHANASSY said, with 8uch an amendment, a large portiOn of the vote might lapse
altogether.
The proposition, that "Wa.les" should be iueluded in thA amp-ndment, was assE'nted to.
Mr. PRENDERGA8T questioned the legality
of the proceeding. (Lau/!hter.)
The amendment was carried without a division
and the resolution, as am~nded, was then agreed
to.
Mr. LOADER moved the 11th resolution:.. That passage certificates shall be payable at
the Treasury, in Melbourne (in accordance with
the sums marked thereon), upon presentation
throug;h the immigra.tion agent, tmmediately after
the a.rrival of the immigrants."
4 H

Mr. MOLLlSON asked for a distinct assurance from the Government, that the western
ports would have a fair proportion of the female
immigrants?
Mr. LOADER gave the required assurance, and
observed, that of the female immigrants who arrived by a vessel recently, a number had been
sent to the western ports.
Mr. HEDLEY would remind the Commissioner
of Customs that there was an eastern port.
(Laughter.) He hoped Gipps Land would have
its share of the female immigrants, though he had
no del!ire to complain of the manner in which
tha.t district bad been treated hitherto.
Mr. LOADER !laid the Government would go
in for a general distribution of the immigrants.
(lIea.r, hear.)
The resolution was agreed to.
)Ir. MACKINTOSH proposed the following
resolution: I f That in case any portion of the £,19,000 be
not required durin~ 1861, it shall be competent
for the Government to expend the balance in
bringing out families selected in the United
Kingdom, free."
l\Ir. LOADER contended that the motion
could not he entertained. It involved an entirely
new prinCIple, that of free immigra'ion, whereas
the principle of the Government resolutions wa.s
assisted immigration.
The motion was withdrawn.
Mr. LOADER then proposed a new resolution
to the folio wing effect :'
" That £2,000, the balance of the said sum of
£79,000, be expended in carrying out these resolutions."
Mr. DUFFY would like to know upon what
system the Government intended to act. He
should like the employment of such a. lady as
Mrs. Chisholm, who could inquire into the cba
racters of female immigrants. He was opposed
altogether to the employment of an agent· and
it should not be for~otten that there was al;eady
a colonial agent in London, at a cost of £1,500 ayear.
Mr. MICHIE considered that the Government, having abandoned a definite Rcheme-that
of the lecturing-ought not to ask the /louse to
fall into an utterly indefinite RnllgeRtion. He
trulIted, bt'fore the House agreed to the resoln~ion, tha~ the Government would supply some
mformatlOn as to the proceedings which tney intended to take.
Mr. VERDON said the form of the resolutions
h:ad been so seriously altt'red, that it was imposfjlble at once for the Govllrnment to state their

intention~.

Mr. NlCHOLSON was in favour of an agent

t? supersede the present immigration commis-

SIOners, but thou:;ht the resolution should be
postponed until the Government had matured
their plans.
Mr· O·SHA.N~SSY thought the present immi·
gTa.tlOn co!Dml~slOners had brought the shipping
of female Imullgrants-so far as the care of their
mor a.ls and healt~ was conc~ rned- -to the highest
state of perfectIOn .. The gr.eat difficulty, however, was the llelectlOn of SUItable female immi~rants; and the general complaint hitherto has

been that girls who came out as domestic seron their arrival here were found unfit for
their duties. The reason of this was that they
had had no previous training. But this difficulty
could be met if the agent representinl! the colony
in 8ngland were to arrange for t.he reception of
intending immigrants into such eRtabIishments
as that of the Sisters of Charity in Dublin, where
they would be instructed in cooking, the way to
lay a table, and other domestic offices.

vant~,

1\11'. REA.LES trusted t.ho House would pass
the resolution. ( [lear.) It was impossIble the
owners of vessels would have the same confidence in strangers as in the "Emigration Commissioners. He thought £2,000 was 80 small a sum
for carryinl! out the expenditure of £100,000 that
he did not think any discussion ought to be
raised on it. (Hear.) The objection he had to
postponing the question waR, that it might hlloVe
the effect of throwing backward the whole ~cheme
for some weeks. He therefore trusted the
House would agree with the motion.
Mr. BENNETr, seeing the Government had
withdrawn the lecturers' resolution, thought this
vote ought at once be agreed to. (Hear.) It
was a very small sum for such a purpose.
~he SPEAKER then put the question, and a
division having been called for by Mr. Duffy,
The House divided, and the numbers were:Ayes
Noes

20
11

Majority
The following is the division list :-AYES.

Mr. Bennett
- Rrodie
- Brooke
-

Donald

- Fo"tt
-

Grant
Healea

Mr. Humffray
- King

- Lalor
- Loader

- Lock
Dr. Ma.c1\!1a-n
Mr. M'Lellan

Mr. Mylell
- O'Hea
- O'"han8!lllY
-

Smith, L. L.

-

Woods.

- Verdon

NOES.
Mr
-

-

Am~inck

Don

Duffy
Dr. F.vans
Mr. Francis
- GlIlies

Mr. Gray
- HedJey
- t-<enty
-

FloWIl.fu

-

Mackint,)sh
Manifold

)Jr.

-

Michie
Nicbnlson
Prellderyast
Pyke

-Wood

Mr. LOADER then moved" That if any portion of these sum!l were not
required for the division of the subject for which
voted, ~uch !lum might be appropriated by the
Governor in Council to any other division of the
subject."
The question was, put and carried without discussion.
WEIGHTS AND MEASURES BILL.
On the motion of Mr. VERDON, this bill was
read a third time and passed.
SUPPLY.
On the question of Suppiy, to be further considered in committee,
Mr. VERDON gave notice that he proposed
to take the Yote for watt r supply on the 12th
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April, and t.ha.t for
April. He gave thiS
of country members,
present.
ESSENDON
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mu~icipalities o,n the l~th

notICe for the lllformatlOn
who might not otherwiso be
RAILWAY BILL.

Mr. KING moved that the report of the
Seleet Committee on the Melbourne and Essen·
don Extension Bill be taken into consideration.
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Mr. GRANt' acceded to the motion, and the
report was then considered and passed.
ROYAL MINT.- RESUMPTION OF DEBATE.
)11', PYKE moved 1 hat this order of the da.y be

discharged from the paper, which was agreed to ;
and the House then rose, at a quarter past 1~
o'clock, and adjourned to 4 o'clock on following
day.

FORTY-SEVENTH DAY-THURSDAY, MARCH 28, 180\.
LEGlSLA.TIVE ASSE}!BLY.
The SPEAKER took the chair at 28 minutes
past 4 o'clock.
THE MINT QUESTION.
Mr. PYKE gave notice that, on Thursday, the
18th April, he should move that the address to
Her Majesty, praying for the establishment in
Victoria of a branch of the RoyallUint, be adopted
by the Assembly.
SEIZURES.
Mr SINCLAIR intimated that, on the 9th of
April, he should call for a return of all seizures
made at Melbourne from the 1st January, 1853,
to January, 1861, and showing whether made by
information, landing· waiter., or weighers; and
how distributed.
PAPERS.
Mr. HUMFFRAY laid on the table Orders in
Council altering the mining distri..:t of Castle·
maine, and defining the di visions of such dis·
trict.
Mr. BROOKE presented certain proclamations
under the Crown Lands Sales Act, WIth refer~nce
to i&rmers, towns, and gold-fields commons;
also, a proclamation defining the boundary of the
municipality of Prahran.
PHILIP ISLAND.
Mr. L. L_ SMITH gave notice that, on the
18th Aprtl, he should move that the resolution
passed in this House on Thursday, the 14th
March last, relative to the surveymg of Phllip
Island, be read and rescinded.
PUBLIC WORK8 IN THE CROWLANDS DISTRICT.
Mr. WOODS intimated that, on the 18h
April, he would move that this lloustl will, on
Thursday next, resolve itself into a committee of
~he whole, to con8ider the propriety of presentmg a.n adcress to the Governor, requesting His
Excelltmcy to place on the Supplem,mtary Estimates fo~ 1861 the sum of £3,500, tor the purpose
of clearmg the road, building culverts, and
ma.kmg the road genera.lly passable between
MarJborough, Mountain Creek, Red Bank,
Navarre, and St. Arnaud.
THE CROWN LAW OFFICERS.
Mr. M'LELLAN gave notice that, on the 91h
April, he ~hould ask.~he T~easurer, when the re·
turn promised some tIme sInce, and showing the
fees, in addition to salary, paid to each law offi·
cer of the Crown since lhe introduction 01
rc&ponsible Government, would be laid Oll t.he
table.

PETITIONS.
Petitions WE1re presented by Mr. STEI'HEN,
from James Ninnis, general dealer, of Swalll~tOl1street, praying the House to take his case, as set
forth in the petition, into consideration, andgrant
him some r~lief; by Mr. PRENDERGAST, from
nearly 800 inhabitants of Carisbrook, praying that.
the order for the removal of the police magistrate
from that place to Maryborough, may not be enforced; and by Mr. MICHIE, from attendants at
the COGgregational Church, St. Kilda, in favour
of the abolition of state aid to religion.
ABBATOIRS IN MUNICIPAL DISTRICTS.
Mr. GRANT gave notice that, on the 9th
April, he should move for leave to bring in a bill
to amend the law relating to the erection and
licensing of abbatoirs in mumcipal distncts.
MINING LEASES.
Mr. GILLIES intimated that, on the 18th
April, he should move a resolution expres~ive of
the opinion of the House that the charge of .t:5
per acre per anllum for land lea8ed for minill~
was excessive, and that £1 per acre would be a
reasonable rental.
PRINTING CO:\U\lIITEE.
Mr. M'LELLAN brought up the eleventh report of this committee, which was ordered to be
laid Oll the table.
MRS. AUSTIN.
Mr. KING put to the Chief Secretary the
question which appeared on the paper in his
name the previous day, and which lapsed in consequence of his absence-whether the Government would place on the Supplementary Estimates for the curreut year Cl. gratuity to Lhe
widow and children of the late Mr. Austin, who
was for 10 years connected with the Civil ServlCe, equivalent to the deceased's salary for six
months?
~!r. H EALES said there were several cases of
a like character before the Government, who
intended to take them all into consideration prior
to submitting additional Estimates.
TELEG RAPH -OFFICE IRREG ULARITIES.
Mr. BRODIE called the attention of the Chief
Secretary (in the absence of a Minister repl'csenting the Post·office) to the conduct of the
telegraphic department. He was required to
appear on a certain day at Sandhurst as a witness
in a case. Vn Tuesda.y he telegraphed to the
plaintiff at Sandhurst to ascertain whether his
prCS€ll~C was necessary, aud he uughL Lo have
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received an answer in the ordinary course; but Inglewood and sentenced to two years' imprisonhe received no telegram in reply unt.il this day, ment, had heen liberated after three or four
at 11.40 a.m., with a note from the telegraph months' confinement; and if 80, for what reR08on,
~tation to the effect that it was received on the and whether the Chief Secretary would object
26th. He hoped the Chief Secretary would to produce all correspondence and documents
inquire into the matter, particularly as the relating to the subject?
department appeared to be conducted in a very
Mr. HE ALES said it was quite true that a
loose manner.
person named Gill was released, Il.8 stated in the
question;
but he did not feel at liberty to proMr. HE ALES promised to make the necessary
inquiries, and report the result on the 9th Apnl. duce correspondence or documents ,"elating to
the ca~, or give reasons for the course taken,
THE VICTORIAN RAILWAYS.
as such IL proceeding would involve an encroachMr. GRANT gave notice tha.t, on the 9th ment on the Royal prerogative of mercy.
April, he should move for leave to bring in a
Dr. EVANS gave notice that, on the first day
bill for the management of the Victorian Rail- after the recess, he should move for the producways.
tion of the con-espondence and documents in
IMPORT DUTIES.
question.
Mr. JOHNSTON intimated that, on the 18th
THE WEIGHERS OF THE CUSTOMS DEPARTApril, he should move that the House do, on the
ME~T.
following day, resolve itself into a committee
Mr. LOCK asked whether a. memorial from
of the whole, for the purpose of considering
resolutions declaring the expediency of levying a the weighers of the Customs Department of the
rate on all goods landed from ships m Victoria; port of Melbourne, relatlve to the arduous and
that the rates to be so levied shall not exceed responsihle duties discharged by them, had,
those hereinafter set forth; and that a bill be during the present year, been received in the
brought in by the Government for the purpose:- office of the Commissioner of Trade a.nd Customs;
a.nd if so, whether he had any objection to lay a.
Tun butt..
£0 3 9 copy on the table of this House?
Pipe or puncneon
0 2 0
Mr. LOADER said such a petition had been
HOl/:shead
..
0 1 0
Barrel or tierce. .
0 0 » received, and laid it on the table.
Quarter·cask
0 0 6
LICENCES ON THE GOLD-FIELDS.
Octave ..
..
.
..
._
0 0 4
Case, crate, I'.&_k, bale, box, trunk, bag, or
Mr. WOODS inquired if the Government
othl'r package. mea.;.urement in bulk,
would take the opinion of the Attorney-General
half-ton or 20 cubic fetlt of dra.pery, ironon the question submitted the previous day. as to
mODl!ery, IIla~swl\re. earthenware, sta.tionery, or other gOOdH _ _
••
••
020 whether working carpenters, journeymen blackMillstone, bellow~, or other bulky article ..
020 smil hs, quartz and water draymen, and gardeners,
on the gold-fields, were required to pay £10 per
Case, &c., as above (measurement less than
half.ton in bulk, but larger than a. Cd.se
annum licence for permission to carry on their
of Geneva.) of drapery. &c., as above .
o o various occupa1 iOD~ ?
Chest of tea, case of Geueva, smali case,
Mr. HUMFFRA Y said, on the part of the Gokeg, bag, or (·thff small pack"ge lIOt
otherwise enumerated
0 0 6 vernment, he had no objection to take the
opinion
of the Attorney-General. At the same
Balf-chest of tea
003
Box of tea
..
..
002 time, he would observe that it was no part of the
Case or cask of wine or other liquor (exduty of the Attorney-General to furnish legal
cept Geneva) in bottle, capable of conopinion8 to hon. memt'ers.
tainin~ three dozen quart bottles
0 0 9
Mr. WOODS observed that until very recently
artizll.ns were allowed to follow their ordinary
BRANCH RAILWAY TO ELIZABETH-STREET.
Mr. J. T. SMITH inquired whether the Govern- occupations on the gold·fields, without bemg
ment were prepared to give an answer to the interfered with by the police, and without being
question which he put a few days since, a.~king called upon to pay licence-fees other than of a
whether the Government intended to make a miner's right. Now, however, they were called
upon to pay £10 per annum, while the miner,
branch railway to Elizabeth-street?
who had th'l privilege of u8ing the timber on the
Mr. GRANT said the Engineer·in-Chief had gold-fields, paid only £1. This was not a private
furnitlhed the Government with an estimate of quet;tion, and it was only right that the opinion
the cost of such a line. The cost of a double line of the Attorney-General should be taken as to so
from the Essendon Junction to the cattle-yard new a feature in the management of the goldsite in Elizabeth-street would be £137,000 ; and fields.
the expepse of providing a permanent station
:Mr. HUMFFRA Y repeated that there was no
was estimated at £77,000, making a total of objection on the part of the Government to seek
£214,000. The va.lue of the land required was the opinion of the Attorney-General; but he
estimated at £2,000. While the Government wished to protect that hon. and learned gentlewere fully impressed with the importance of the man from a series of questions from private
proposed line, they would not pledge t hemsehes members to which he had no business to be
to construct it until they had made further subjected.
inquiries. If they then felt justified in proceedDAMAGE OF RAIL)VAY PLANT.
ing with the undertaking, they would cornu down
to the House for a vote for the purpose.
Mr. SERVICE gave notice that, on the 9th
April, he should ask the Commissioner o! Publ,ic
THE CASE OF GILL.
Works, in reference to the return respectmg rallDr. EV ANS inquired whether it was true that way plant, laid on the table on the 26th March, how
a person named Gill, convicted of an a&~ault at much ef the £1,325 damo.ge, arh;ing from bad
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stowage, had been recovered from the ship? who police force for the half-year eJlding 31st Decemmuch of the £1s699 sea damage had been reco- ber,1860.
vered from the underwriters? how much of the
THE GOLD EXPORT DUTY.
two sums in question was considered as totally
The debate on Mr. Levi's motion for the aboliirrecoverable? how much was under process of
recovery? what particular office had had charge tion of the gold export duty, adjourned from the
of putting in and looking after the recovery of 28th February, was then resumed.
claims against ships? and why was no survey
Mr. FRAZER considered that t.he mining popuheld on the plant imported ex Merlin and Lord lation ought not to be called upon to pay more
Raglan ?
towards the revenue than any other portion of
JULIA PERCY ISLAND.
the community. The total revenue of the colony
was £3,136,000. The population, including
Mr. LALOR wished to put a queRtion, without miners, numbered 548,353, from which it would
notice, to the President of the Board of Land appear that the contribution of every man,
and Works. Hon. members were aware that woman, and child in the colony to the genent
Mr. Loewe claimed a ltlase of J ulia Percy [slalld revenue averaged .£5 Us. 4~d. each person. The
for 12 mouths. The President of the Hoard of total number of miners was 108,562, and the reLand and Works had engaged not to grant that venue obtained from them was.£350 150 or
lease without p.laclllg. the cOilditions on Lhe table. £3 4s. 6d. per head. Subtract the amo~nt paid
1.1 the meant1me, It appeared .Mr. Loewe "as by the miners from the total general revenue
taking advantage of the delay, and removing I and they would find that sum reduced t~
guano from ihe lI;land. Now, ought such a pro- .£2785850 which divided among the total numceeding to be allowed by the Government?
be~ of pers~ns in the colony, would give £51s. 7~d.
Mr. BROOKE said the delay which had each. Thus, it would be seen that, While
taken place in this matter was owing 10 the de- 439,791 persons contributed at the rate of
('ision arrived at by the House, that further in- £5 Is. 7d. per head, in the form of taxes
formation should be sought on the subject. The on wine, beer, and other things, to the genemorning after the declaration of that decision, ral revenue, 108,562 of that number contributed.
he ga.ve imtructions to an officer connected WIth in indirect and direct taxes, .£8 68. Id. per
the department at once to proceed to the il!lalld, head. This was the actual state of things at the
and obtain the information reqUIred. That present time. He knew it would be said and
gentleman was now engaged in procuring the in- argued that the miner, for this extra taxation,
formation, but he (M.r. Brooke) was not aware, was allowed the privilege of mining, and that the
from any official source, that Mr. Loewe was in taxation amounted to nothing more than a rent.
possession of the island. He had received no for the ground. But in that case, it could be
authority from the department to take posses- looked at only as a very exorbitant rent. At
&on.
present about 500,000 acres were occupied fo!"
Mr. LALOR observed that Mr. Loewe was m~nillg purposes, and the contribution of the
now actually removing guano from the island.
mlDers to the general revenue was equal to a
. .
charge of about 14s. per annum for every acre of
. Mr. BRVOK~ saId, 111 th~t case ~r. Loewe was land which they occupied. This mi~ht be con111 th~ u~authorIsed oc~upatlOll of Crown Lands,
sidered a large or a small sum, according to the
and was liable to penaltIes.
different point from which the question might
be viewed. But take the case of the squatle1'8.
THE LUNATIC ASYLUM.
At the present time there were about 45,000,000
Mr. MOLLISON inquired why the select com- acres of territory in the possession of the squatmittee appomted last session Oll the lunatic asy- ters, or nearly three-fourths of the colony. the
lum did not report, and whether it was mtended area of which might be taken at 60,000,000
to revive that conlDuttee?
acrtlB. The amount which the squatters conMr. JOHNSTON, as chairman of the com- tributed in the shape of assessment and licencemittee, said the reallOn no report was submitted fee was .£225,000, which was but little more
last session was that the witnesses examined were than 1 I-7th pence for every acre which they
of a kind who were dispOlied rather to find fault held; leaving the large dlfference between
with the establishment than otherwise, and he 1 I-7th pence and 14s. per acre to be
thought it only fall that other witnesses should paid by the mining population. He knew
be hea.rd Lefore any report was presented. From it would be argued that the value of the
his connexion with the Ministry, he did not take exports of the mining population was conup the matter a.t the commencement of the siderably greater than those of the squatting
He was willing to admit that.
prese1lt session, but that connexion having interest.
terminated, he had no objection to do so, and, as buA; he contended that it was no argument
soon as the recess was over, he should ask for in favour of the squatting interest. He contended further that, before instituting a comthe re-appointment of the committee.
parison, the cost of production should be taken
PAYMASrER OF POLICE.
into account. The actual amount received by the
Mr. NICHOL~OX gave notice that, on Thurs- miner averaged only ~Os. per head per week; and
day, the 18th AprIl, he should move that, on the it should be remembered that while the squatter's
following Thursday, the House do resolve itself assessment might be looked upon as a sort of exinto a committee of the whole, to consider the port duty on hides, wool, &c., the great proporpropriety of presenting an address to His Excel- tion of the squatter's profit arose from the sale of
leul'Y the GovernoI, requesting that a sum of his beef and mutton in the Victorian market.
£400 be placed on the additIOnal Estimates for (Hear, hear.) During the former portion of the
1861, to pay the salary of the paymaster of the debate, they had 1:>een told that the miners pre-

rH) 8

THE VICTOlllAN HANSARD.

ferred the gold export duty to the original
hcensing system in vogue on the gold-fields,
but he thought the miners were not exactly in
favour of the tax, although they preferred it to
the one then in operation. He found, on reference to the report of a commission then appointed,
that, although they recommended the export
duty, they looked upon it only as a temporary
measure. He also found that, in discussing the
question as to the rate of taxation, the reason
they gave was, that the miners were not earning
so much as formerly, and, therefore, they
adopted a low figure. The gentlemen who first
recommended that particular tax fully made up
their minds that it would not remain as a permanency. He believed, also, that when the bill
was discussed in the Council of that day
the hon. member for Kilmore voted against the
first reading of it. Whilst referring to that hon.
member, he might correct some mistakes made
by him on a previous evening. The hon. member
said that the bill being introduced into that
House was the means of making the Sydney
Legislature abolish the export duty; but he (Mr.
Frazer) found that, in December, 11559,10 Sydney,
they actually passed a resolution stating that it
was inexpedient to raise that tax, and that it
should be abolished. That was before the question was introduced here. The Ministrv then
gave a pledge that a bill should be introduced;
but shortly afterwards they went out of office.
Another Ministry, on going in, affirmed the same
principle, and added that it would be abolished at
the end of the year. It was found, however, that
merchants were hoarding up their gold, and that
the supply to the mint was being stopped, so that
the bill had to be passed three months before the
time. That was the re8.l!on, and not, as the hon.
member for Kilmore stated, through some sham
resolutions in that House. He might say that Mr.
Parkes, who was a leading member of the Sydney
Legislature, actually proposed that the gold-fields
should be opened up without any tax, and, in
fact, the Sydney Government had always given
the greatest encouragement to the development
of gold-fields. lIe was quite aware that he might
be met with the cry of "Where were the taxes
to come from if the gold duty was abolished?"
but that was immaterial as far as the question
itself was concerned. It had been provpd
beyond doubt that the existing tax was so
high that they had a right to look for some
other mode of taxation. (Hear, hear_) The
mmers were taxed, whilst there was no stamp
tax, to reach the banks, and
no tax
upon the transfer of property.
He would
ask why such a tax should be put upon
the actual mining population, whilst gentlemen
who had property to the extent of thousands of
pounds were not taxed? Why make a working
man pay all the taxation, when he was subjected
to numerous diseases consequent upon the occupation he was following? Why not strike out a
policy by which those parties wl:o had made
their fortunes by the miner should be taxed?
That was the act ual state of things now,
and it would exist unless the state came
forward and put a stop to it, by making
every class pay its fair share of taxation. He
did not agree with a !!'Teat deal that had been
said on the other side of the House, with reference
to thc tax being unjust and oppressive, &c.; but
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his argument was simply that the tax wa~ too
great, and should be materially reduced. If they
considered the miner's right Rufficient, let the
duty Oe abolished; but if a rent was to be
charged, he would prefer it in the shape of an
export duty or royalty, rather than by a miner's
right; for, in his experience, he had seen a great
deal of distress caused by the. miner havin~ to
pay a pound a year, when, perhaps, he required
that pound to purchase food.
He would
sooner see a tax upon profits than upon
the gross receipts, the same as an income-tax;
but he thought it would be a. matter of impossibility to ascertain what the profits really were.
He did not agree with the remarks of the mover
of the resolution, that if the export duty were to
be abolished there would be a ru8h of capital and
machinery on to the gold-fields, for it would be
difficult to say how much capital had been kept
out by the imposition of the tax. At the same
time he believed the very fact of taking off the
duty would proclaim to English capitalists that
the colonial Legislature had made up their minds
to give every encouragement to mining, and
to endeavour to develope the resources of
the country. If that fact were proclaimed
in connexion with the abolition of the duty
there might be a rush of capital. )f an
authentic report of the state of the gold-fields
were sent home 80me good might be done; but if
that were not done, he did not see that any great
advantage in ohtaining machinery would be
caused by the abolition of the duty. At present
there was very little more than a few hundred
pounds of English capital invested ia mining speculations here, as it was never proclaimed what
was the act1.lal security held ou~ by mining for
the investment of capital. He trusted that, if
it were agreed to abolish the duty, now that
there was an efficient head to the mining
department, there would be some correel;
information sent home, and thus a start given.
He had shown that the squatting interest had a
great advantage over the mining interest, and all
he asked was that the two interests "hould be put
upon the same footing. When first squatting
was allowed in the colony there was no taxation,
but it was afterwards found that the thing might
be reduced to some system, and licences were
issued. Everything was done, however, in order
to make the squatting interest progress. That
state of thintls continued until Governor Gipps
endeavoured to place some reiltrictions upon
the squatters, and there arose great agitation
amongst the whole community; but when
it was ascertained that the runs had a.
value, an assessment was put upon the
stock.
As a contrast to tha.t, the moment
gold was found, although rewards were offered
for the discovery of it, the first. act of the Legislature was to take as much out of the miner as
possible in the way of taxation, without knowing
whether the mines would pay_ That was carrieu
to such an extent that it nearly ended in a
rebellion, or an obstruction to the authorities,
before some gentlemen stepped in and reduced
the alDount of tax. Instead of saying that
the resources of the colony should be developed, the only cry was how much revenue
could be raised-a cry that had brought the country to its present depressed condition. If it were
found nCCCSSalY tu encourage mining, let the Go-

MAR.28,

1801.]

!H<:cmm PARUAMENT.

vernment now begin, and not wait until such
time as the mines had got a value. He would
ask the House to take a broad view of the question. The country was now in a state of de·
pres>lion, and there was no one who would not
admit that for the country to be prosperous its
resources must be develooed. If it were found
that squatrers were benefiting the country would
not everyone say j!,ive them every assistance?
If agriculture were found to be failin/!, and it
was only by that that the country could be
benefited, would the Government insist upon
the people payine: for the land before they
took possession of it ? Would not every encouragement be given to farmers? and why
should not that be the case with miners, and
every encouragement given to capitalists to invest
here? In a short time miners would not be so
prosperous as they were now. It was true that a
~eat deal of machinery had been erected, but
was the state of the miner any more prosperous
now than during previous years? Was there
anything like ~ ufficient machinery to develope the
vast amollnt of auriferous country now lying unoccupied? He admitted that if the amount
charged in duty were given back to the mining
population, in the way of improvements on the
gold· fields, the state of things would be better
than at present, and if ho could make
certain that that would be done, he would have
no hesitation whatever in voting for the amendment. If t~e reservoirs were completed, there
would then be a chance of realizing an amount
which could be expended upon the gold· fields,
but there was not a prospect of their being corn·
pleted during the present year, and he did not see
that there would be any pledge from the Govern·
ment that they would be completed next year.
If he were certain that the miners would get
their money back, he believed it would counter·
balance the export duty, but unless he could see
that tha.t would be done, he should vote for the
resolution of the hon. member for Maryborough,
or for one havine: a similar effect.
Mr. LEVI, amid cries of H Spoken, spoken,"
stated that the resolution had been altered by
permission of the House. It was nowH That in
the opinion of this House, it is
highly desirable that the export duty upon gold
be abolished at the termination of the year 1862 ;
and tba.t a bill he brought in for the purpose."
The SPE.\KER said that DO doubt the hon.
member had altered the resolution, but it had
not been not.iced by the clerks.
Mr. MI8HIE said the correction just made by
the hon. member for Maryborou/!h would not in
the least affect the course he intended to take, for
he should equally have opposed the abolition of
that so· called unjust tax whether it was to be
abolished at the end of 1861 or 18G2. There
was no wholesomer proverb than that, when
they were engaged in reasoning, they
should be quite satisfied that they understood the terms upon which they reasoned.
As it had been laid down by Mr. ~ill-" Define
your terms satisfactorily beforehand, and you
are a great way towards truth." TSe hon. member wbo had just ~poken (Mr. Frazer) appeared
to have spent a vast deal more indastry in hunt·
ing up various reports tha.n in deciding whether
he had clear ideas in his, own mind as to the
actual subject of which he was speaking, because,
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although he had stated that he had a little fluctuation in his own mind whether it was a rent
or a tax, or what, it was in reamy a royalty.
If they looked to the various data adduced by the
hon. member- -first, the population; then the gross
amount of revenue; then his endeavour to distrIbute that so· called taxation,-it became of consequence, before following his data, to see how the
royalty could be introduced into hisdata, as constituting a tax. By a tax, he (Mr. Michie) a.pprehended, was meant a sum paid to a tax· gatherer,
for which no immediate consideration was received.
(" No.") He quite held that the principle of
taxation should be such that the burden should
be equitably distributed among all classes of society, and that it should press where it could
be more easily borne; but what was called by hon.
members a ta.x was not a tax, and never would
be one. (" No, no.") On the sa.me principle, a
man might be called a kangaroo, but he still remained a creature of reason, which distinguished
him from inferior animals-the nature or essence
could not be altered. With respect to the history
of what was called an imposition, he would remind
the House tbattheoriginal amount imposed upon
diggers, when the sums leviable were not paid in
the form of duty, W9S collected, if he might use
such a phrase, at the pit's mouth (" At the
bayonet's po~nt," from Mr. Woods), in the most
oppressi ve fashion; and he would undertake to
say that the principal bround of complaint and
he would appeal to hon. members who were in
the old Council-by the miners was, rather at the
manner in which the royalty was collected, by a
sort of armed police, by something so unEnglish, than at the amount. The miners always
recognized the fact that somethin~ was fairly
due 10 the state by those who exercised the privilege of dil!ging on the lands for gold. It was considered too much when £3 per month was
collected, and it was afterwards reduced
from that sum to 30s. per month.
There
was no occasion for him to take up the time of
the House by going into any minute description
of the various proclamations, suffice it to say, it
was consented to reduce it at last; and it was
recognized on all hands as being in the nature of
a rent, or royalty, claimable by the state from
those persons enilaged in gold· digging. Why was
it t hat he claimed to have it called what it really
was-a royal y -but that, inasmuch as the state
was the proprietor of the gohl fields, miners stood
in the same relation to it as they would to any
individual who owned a silver or copper mine in
England. (Mr. Carpenter.-" No.") The hon.
member for Mandurangsaid "No," but he would
say" Yes" when he (Mr. Michie) placed it in another aspect. Suppose he said that they would
"ell the lands, the hon. member would say" No,"
because they belonged to the state. (Mr.
Carpenter. -" No.") To whom, then, did
they b~long? (Mr. Carpenter.-" The state."
LlI.ughter.)
Mr. CARPENTER said hon. members need
not laugh. What he meant was, that when the
land was alienated the gold went with it.
Mr. MICHIE.-When the land was alienated
from the Crown! Was the gold alienl\ted from the
Crown? They would be happy to hear that the
hon. member was able to back up his statement
that the gold went wi rh it. (" Yes.") Sold
by whom was the land? (Mr. Carpenter.-
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,. The state.") Then the sta.te was the owner.
(H Hear, hear;" and laughter.) The hon. member was not a good figure for running round a
drcle (laughter), but he had got Um now running
round a circle. They had got the high authority
of the hon. member for Mandurang both for
H yes'~ and
"no" on the same proposition.
(J~aughter.) They had now arrived at the point
as to whether the same relation existed between
the state and the miner as between the owner of
a copper mine and the miner. The state said to
the miner, "If you desire to come and work
my mine, you pay a royalty, say a tenth or
twelfth and the consideration you receive
for th~t tenth or twelfth is your havin~
the receipt of wha.t you raise from the mine."
That was the position in which the individual
proprietor of a copper· minA stood towards the
miner; and it was the same relation the
Crown held towards the diggers. (Hear, hear.)
No matter whether this was called a. duty or a
tax, its essence and character were that it was a
rent or royalty payable in a fashion the most
convenient-and not only the mO!lt convenient,
but the most tender and merciful to the payers
in which it could possibly be levied. (Hea.r,
hear.) Under the old system, whether a miner
got gold or not he had to cash up-as the hon.
member opposite said-at the bayonet's point.
(Hear.) The miner, although he might be able
to say to the collector, H I did not make sixpennyworth of gold the whole month," was still obliged
to pay his £3. The hardship of that fixed and
inexorable charge on all romers -the strong and
the weak, the successful and the unsuccessful
alike-wag constantly brought under the consideration of public men at the time, and when
the change was made to 2s. 6d. per ounce, there was
no cry that this was a tax-that it was unjust or
inequitable, much less oppressive; and he would
ask why? Because the miner knew he only
,paid the half· crown when he made the ounce of
gold, and that, if he made no gold he was under
no charge. (Hear, hear.) Well, then, he would
aRk the House to consider what was the amount
·of this royalty. Taking for even numbers and
for the sake of argument that gold was worth
£4 an ounce, then, as there were 32 half-crowns
,in £4, it appeared the royalty was only the
very small sum of a thirty-~econd. (Hear, hear.)
'The hon. member for Mandurang knew very
well what wele the royalties paid in Cornwall,
and he bc::lieved that hon. member would admit
there were none RO low as a. thirty·second, or
even a sixteenth; that they generally avetaged a
twelfth or fifteenth - Mr_ CARPENTER.-The royalty collected by
the Crown on tin in Cornwall is only id. in

tbe £.

Mr. :MICHIE.-The tin royalties formed no
criterion, as there were only two or three 10 the
kingdom (hear) - Mr. FOOTT wi~hed to correct the F:tatement of
the hon. member for Mandurang. The farthing
in the £ pa.id in Cornwall on tin ore was not
paid to the owners of the property, but was a
royalty paid a.ccording to the custom of the
manor to the Prince of Wales. (Hear, hear.) As
to mining operations in Cornwall generally, the
hon. and learned member was correct-the royalties were about one-fifteenth on the average to
the owners of property. (Hear. hear.)
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Mr. MICHIE was much obliged to the hon.
member for East Geelong, as it enabled the
House to see that again the hon. member for
Mandurang utterly ignored the most important
element in the matter. (Hear, hear.) The hon.
member put it to the House as if the farthing
represented the whole royalty pai4!i on those tin
ores to the owners of property, whereas it appeared that this was a royalty paramount to,
and independent of, any immediate royalty
payable to the owners of property. (Hear,
hear. ) This royalty of a farthing was payable
accordin(! to the custom, and was therefore
part of 'the common law, and could no~ be
changed so long as the custom it.self could be
proved in a court of law. Therefore it did not
affect the present question either one way or the
other, even if there were 50 tin mines. (Hear,
hear.) Well, it might be said this royalty was
collected in the same manner as a tax, and that
therefore it was a tax, instead of a rent or
royalty. He, however, demurred to that a.rgument. Thi!! royalty was collected in the manner
it was because it was found that was the mo!!t
convenient and most economical way in which it
could be collected; but it did not therefore follow
that the nature of the thing itllelf was thereby
chanlred, and that what was in reality a rent wa~
turned into a tu. ([Jear.) Turning to another view of this question, he would ask, were
they to have a privileged class in this community?
He contended the miners would be a privileged
clas!! if the House consented to abolish this duty.
He saw no difference in principle between taking
gold out of the howels of the earth or 1 akillg
profit from its surface by feeding sheep or cattle.
(Hear.) Both the surface and the bowels of the
eanh heing the properly of the state, there was
no difference in principle between a certain
amount being char~ed as a condition enabling a.
man to take value from the bowels of the earth,
as distinguished from enabling him to take value
from the !!urface through his sheep or cattle.
He contended that, in neither case, was this
royalty properly described as a tax. Even t.he
aR~e;l!!ment on stock, to which lhe hon. member
for Creswick referred, was nothing else than a.
kind of supplemental rent, chargeable to the
squatter and added to what he paid per acre-· -the
whole being the rent he paid for what he enjoyed
from the state. The hon. memher for Ore"wick had himself admit.ted th:\t the !!quatter
to Bome extent improved the country by settlement; and he shoulri also admit that the miner,
on the other hand, injured the surface of the soil
for at least a very considerable PE'riod (H Hear,
hell,r," and Mr. ·Carpenter.- H No.") The hOIl.
mem ber said no, but he should like to be informed
what the bono member would himself give for a
run of a hundred thousand acres !1uch as the
land round Castlemaine or Sandhurst for fattp,ning purpORes. (H Hear," and laughter,) Tpe
condition of the miner and of the puhlic domam,
in reference to mining, was one of the most extraordinary anomalieR as regarded the properly of
the state that could be cited in the civilized
It was alwa:vs laid down, and ne\"cr
world.
denied, that gold and silver mines were ror al
mines and formed a portion of the preroJ!atlve
of the' Crown. Therefore, it was a. part of the
roya.l preroe'ative to J!rant licences for digging
for gold. Well, although that was undisputed
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and inditsputable as a matter of law and prero~tive,
yet praCltlCslly in this colony it was not carried out.
Here tb.e miner was, as he asserted, a privileged
class against law and prerogative. It was well
known ,hat as soon as any man, or body of men,
discove1'18d & good claim, they at once offered to
sell it tc» A, B, or C, and frequently received in
considemtion thousands of pounds for what was
in reality the property of the state. (Hear.)
Gold remaining in the bowels of the earth
was, acIlIOrrung to the Royal prerogative, the propertyof the state, and yet these miners were
permitted to sell it-a privilell;e no other class in
the community enjoyed, and, therefore, it was,
he contended. the miners were a privileged class.
( Hear, hear.) He would ask was not that power
of selling the property of the state no small considerati()n, which a miner received as one of the
ingredients for the rent or royalty which he paid
to the state? ( Hear, hear.) The miner's was,
to a certain extent, a gambling pursuit, and
aocording to the fruition of his hopes or chances did
he receive benefits which no labourer or mechanic
in any other pursuit enjoyed. Now, why should
they consent, by the abolition of this royalty, at
once to exalt this class into a privileged section
of the community? Were they to say to the
miner, "Although we charge the squatter,
who leases, or the farmer who pays for, his land
more or less consideration for the benefits he
enjoys, we will allow you, in respect of what you
raise out of the soil, to do so freely and without
any charge?" To do that would be to constitute
this a. privileged class. Therefore, whether they
looked on the abolition of this rent as creating a
privileged class in the community, or simply at
the seri()us deficit it would make in the income
of the country, he thought it most objectionable.
(Hear, hear.) lie desired thus clearly to put
before th.e House the grounds on which he intended to vote agamst this resolution. If, indeed, he could recognize this as a tax,
he should be most anxious, not for its
reduction, but for its entire abolition, because, if he could bring his understanding
to recognise it as a tax, he could not resist the
conclusion that it was a partial and unjust one,
as pressing only on one section of the people.
(Hear, hear.) It was, however, impossible for
him to look on it in any other light thaa as a
rent or 1'oyalty, and therefore he should vote
aga.inst the resolution. (Hear, hear.)
Mr. BRODIE said the argument of the hon.
and learned member appeared to him to proceed
on the b&Ris that it was the duty of the Government to extract the uttermost farthing they could
from the pockets of the people. The hon. member
put it tba.t the consideratlOn in Cornwall was,
how much oould they get from the miners. Here
it was dIfferent. The question was not between
miners and private owners, but between miners
and the stare. He contended the duty of the
state here was to inquire into the present condition of the mining community, and if that were
done, he believed it would be found they
were not in a condition to pay this tax.
It was only la.tely there was an alluvial company
stl'uck out of the liJ;t, which was employing 30 or
40 men. That company was only losing a small
sum per week, but yet, at the end of six months,
the aggregate loss was 80 great that it had to
give up. Had it not required to pay this tax,

the margin Wall so narrow that, in all probability J
it would have been able to continue working.
The cost of production was so nearly the amount
realized that this 28. 6d. per ounce practically
amounted to a prohibition. The hon. member
congratulated the House and the country on the
fact that the miners were so mercifully treated
that they ought to be thankful. (Hear.) Let
them look at the other side of the question, and
he asserted that a change to the old system would
cause the country to revert back to the semibarbarous state in which it was in a short time
since. (U Hear," and" No, no.") The hon. and
learned member asked wha.t was the difference
between the miners and the squatters. The
ans wer was, the squatters only paid £10 a
year, which was all they paid to the state.
(Cries of "No.") He might be told they paid an
assessment on stock (hear, hear); but ho oontended that that was an analogous case to the merchant by whose hand the duty cn spirits was paid.
But would anyone say the tax on spirits was
solely charged to the merchant? If the profits of
digging could be calculated as those of agriculture
could, then he would be willing to say, " There is
a rent for it." He contended it was not the duty
of the Legislature to create such laws as would
drive the miners from this pursuit. Would any
hon. member take the number of men and the
amount of gold produced, and say the diggers
were on the average paid higher than agriculturists? As to the reduction to 28. 6d., which was
said by the hon. and learned member to have been
accepted with gratitude by the miners, he denied
that was so. Those men at the time were under
the strong arm of the law-the other tax was
levied at the point of the bayonet, and the miners
were of course willing and glad to accept any
relief at a time when they could not help
themselves. He would not travel over the
arguments of other hon. gentlemen, but contended that the real question was to consider,
what was the true position of the mining interest
in the colony, and was it one out of which the
greatest possible amount ought to be screwed?
He should support the motion, but -at the
same time he would much rather it had not
been brought forward for some time, as he considered the present a most inopportune time for
bringing it forward. (Hear.)
TRAIN:'! TO THE ENCAMP:\lENT.

Mr. HOOD (as the House was about to adjourn) wished in that public manner to call the
attention of the House to a matter of grea.t importance. He found by looking at the table of
trains to be run to the camp at the Werribee
that they were advertised to leave Melbourn~
and the Werribee every 15 minutes, which on a
sinr!Ie line of railway, would inevitably le'ad to
accidents.
Mr. GRANT said the hon. member need not
be under the slightest a.pprehension as to the
safety of the passengers on the line. (Hear,
hear.) Abundant precaution had been taken to
prevent any accident whatever. (Hear, hear.)
Arrangements had befn made for the trains to
pass each other at the junction, so that there was
no possibility whatever of any accident arising
from the cause that disturbed the hon. member.
(Cheers.)
Mr. WOODS deprecated bringing forward such
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a statement, as it appeared to him to be only
soundinl! a sort of most unnecessary alarm.
(Hear, hear.) The fact could not have escaped
the railway authorities, and no doubt every precaution had been taken; he therefore trusted the
alarm would not be spread abroad from that
House. (Hear, hear.)
Mr. LOADER wished to supplement the state·
ment of his hone colleague. by stating that tele·
j!Taph offices had been opened at the Werribee, at
Geelong, and Melbourne, so as to keep up a constant and instantaneous communication between
the three points. (Hear, hear.~ The House
mi~ht rest assured that every possIble precaution
had been taken by the Government to prevent
accidents. (Cheers.)
GOLD EXPORT DUTY.

Mr. HE ALES moved the previous question.
The hone member who had brought forward the
proposition had not given any reason why the
House should re-affirm a principle which had
been already adopted.
Dr. MACA.DAM here called the Speaker's
attention to the fact that there was no House.
(Cries of " Oh.")
The bell was rung, and two or three hone memo
bers appearing, the quorum was declared corn·
plete.
Mr. HE ALES wpnt on to observe that, on the
2sd of December, 1859, the present Parliament
expressed its opinion, by resolution, that the
export duty on gold ought to be abohshed. Now,
it would be quite Parliamentary for the member for Maryborough to bring forward a
proposition containing a certain principle from
time to time, and from "ession to session,
until the principle was affirmed by Pa.rlia·
ment; but it was a very unusual thing,
when a principle was once affirmed, that a reso·
lution should be brought forward to re-affirm that
principle. The thing was unprecedented. (Hear,
hear.) Did the hone member distrust the House?
He (Mr. Heales), for one, objected to being a party
to the re-discussing of a. question which, so far as
this Assembly was concl'rned, had already been
settled. (Hear, hear.) The proposition of the hone
member was also open to great objection, from
the fact that it was calculated to revolutionize
the financial affairs of the colony.
'1'he
hone member, in bringing forward Imch a
proposition, should be prepa.red to take all
the consequences flowing from it, and to submit, not only that the gold export duty should be
aboli~hed, but also a financial scheme, showing
that there were other modes by which the reVE"nue
of the country could be maintained. (Hear,
hear.) The member for Maryborough, in his
opening a.ddress, did not do that, and yet he gave
the Ilouse distinctly to understand that his pro·
pORal was that the duty should be abolished in
July, 1861. The discussion proceeded on that
understanding, and to night he heard the hone
member sa.y quietly that he wished to alter his
motion, so that it should not come into force
until the l"t January, 1862.
Mr. LEVI begged most distinctly to state that,
at the opening of the debate, he obtained the
permission of the House to alter the date when
the resolution should come in force to the 1st
J a.nuary, 1862.
Mr. IIEALES submitted that this would not
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affect the question at all. Although at one with
the hone member as to the abstract proposition,
he contended tha.t this was not a prudent time
for bringing it forward. The discussion could
have no practical result. Supposing the member
for Maryborough carried the proposition, could it
have any effect? Whatever Ministry might be in
power in 1862, would be in power to enunciate a.
financial policy of their own, and if the abolition
of the export duty should be a portion of
their policy, they would press it forward irrespective of the proposition of the hone member. 'rhe only effect of the motion would be,
to fetter and embarrass a future Government.
(Hear, hear); and, while agreeing with the resolution in the abstract, he did not think it fair or
reasonable that he should be called upon to lay
down a policy fOT any future Government.
(Hear, hear.) The question was not simply one
of the abolition of the export duty on gold, but
one of equalization of taxation. If they attempted to take from the revenue of the state
£280,000, it was absolutely necessary, in thus
relieving one porLion of the community, they did
not press unculy on other portions of the people.
For a long time past it had been admitted that
the collection of this dut.y had been attended
with less expense and trouble than the collection of any other portion of the revenue.
Was it not likely t~at a future Government
would take this circumstance into consideration,
and consider that it would be more expedient to
retain the gold export duty and abolish the
miner's right, and relieve the miner from other
taxation which he was compelled to pay now?
At all events, it was his opinion that the House
having once affirmE"d the principle, hone members
should be content to await Governmental action
in the matter.
Mr. M'LELT1AN was surprised at the change
which had taken place in the Chief Secretary's
opinions with regard to this question. The hone
~pntleman had stated that there were many
difficulties in the way of a rapeal of this tax;
but when these difficulties were presented to the
lIouFle on a former occasion by the then Commissioner of Custom~ (Mr. Pyke), the hon. gentleman could see no difficulty at all. On that occasion thE" present Chief Secretary said he " would
vote for the proposition, nor could he see the
difficultie!l which the Commissioner of Customs
apprehended;" those difficultieR being, tha r, the
revenue would have to be made up in some other
way. The hone gentleman then went on to
say:"The gold export dllty was a special tax imposed on one class of the commnnity, and he for
that reason objected to it. He thought the
diggers, by their exertions, paid fully for the gold
they obtained; and it was to he borne in mind
that the gold discovenefl, and the exertionFl of
the miners, had placed the colony in a position
it would not, under other circumstances, have occupied."
But the speech of the Chief Secretary on that
occasion, and the OnE! delivered to-night were
altogether at variance with each other. It was
also worthy of remark that, on the occasion to
which he (Mr. M'Lellan) referred, three members
of the present Ministry voted for the absolute
repeal of the tax, without any qualification, and
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on what pretence they could advocate its continuance now he was at a loss to conceive. (Hear,
hear.) With regard to the speech of the member
for St. Kilds., he considered that hon. and learned
gentleman had put a tissue of fallacies
before the House.
The hon. and learned
member asserted that the squatters improved
the country, and the miners destroyed it; but
how could this be when every acre immediately
around the gold-fields wai worth ten times
more than Its value before the discovery of gold?
(Hear, hear.) Mr. M'Lellan then went on to
complain of the mistakes made by hon. members who supported the motion, in their desire to
secure the abolition of the impost. The member
for Creswick (Mr. lhazer) had said that the
average gains of each miner were only 3Os. per
week; but, taking the amount expended in machinery, the average amount could not be higher
than 17s. 6d. per week; and was it not hard
that this small sum should be subjected to the
operation of an export duty? (Hear, hear.)
lie complained that many hon. members who had
come to the House absolutely pledged to vote for
the repeal of the export dUlY had managed to
shirk those vledges. He was sure this conduct
would be remembered at the first general election, when the question would be decided once
and for ever. On the various gold-fields-at
Ararat, Mountain Creek, and Mary borough -meetings of miners and tradesmen had been held, and at
those meetings the tax had been unanimou~ly
condemned. (Hear, hear.) He was prepared to
vote for the immediate abolition of the tax; and
he trusted that, as they had now a responsible
Minister, the wishes of the miners on thill matter
would receive more attention than had hitherto
teen paid to them.
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while the former contributed no more than
£350,000 to the colonial revenue, the latter had
to provide £243,000. Why, the diggers, &.11 a
class, had not to pay a rent at all in proportion
to that paid by splitters, fencers, squatters, and
the other occupants of Crown lands, who had to
pay at least douhle, if not treble, the Bum paid
by the digger. Even on the new townships, it
was a constant cause of complaint that the digger
was favoured over and above the storekeeper. In
the case of a new "rush," a. man might spend
his£20,£40, or £100 in erecting a place of busmest;,
for which he had to pay £210s. per month, and
yet a digger, who only paid a. licence-fee of
£1 a-year, could sink a shaft within a. few yards
of his door, and thus completely spoil his business. This he had seen done at Lamplough. And
yet they were asked to take off this gold export
duty-a duty which was put on at the instance of
the diggers themselves. The suggestion for a
gold export duty came from the witness3s exammed before the Gold Commissioners at Ballarat,
seven years ago. (Hear, hear.) As to the assertion that there was no tax on wool or tallow, this
was so because, under the present system of taxation, the squatters were made their own collectors. If they did not bring in their assessment,
their licence was forfeited. (Hear, hear.)

Mr. DONALD complained that the Government, with the honourable exception of the Commissioner of Mines, had brought all their political
influence to bear to obtain a " count out," and
even that hon. gentleman, by "pairing off," had
secUl'ed the absence of some hon. member who
would have been present to vote for the motion.
(Laughter.) It mattered not to him (Mr. Donald)
what they called the gold export duty-whether a
royalty, a tax, or a duty; he wanted to see it
Mr. HOOD said attempts had been made to abolished. lie considered such an impost imshow that the diggers, as a class, were ill- politic. It was true those who earned little paid
used, and comparisons had been cra:wn be- little for this duty. That, however, was no argutween that class of the community and the ment, as, in his opinion, no taxation ought to
occupants of the Crown la.nds. Had that com- be laid on until men had the necessaries of life;
parison been fairly drawn, he should not have and at present the man who had barely the
ventured to address the House_ (Hear, hear.) necessaries of lifa paid a.n equal taxation on his
He looked upon this tax as an eqUltable one. earnings with the nch miner. If this duty were
Until the value of a claim was ascertained, the removed, it would remove all the difference bedigger had nothing to pay, and when he had to tween nothing and a small profit. There were
pay, it was only according to the richness of the many large quartz and other companies producmg
property. If the claim yielded nothing, the a large amount of gold, a.nd still they were
digger had nothing to pay. (I1ear, hear.) Why, working at a loss. The amount of gold they prohe ~oIll!idered the dig~ers ought to go down on duced was in some instances so large that a fair
their knees, and pray that they might have a per centage would be paid if this taxation had not
great deal to pay--(cries of "Oh")-because the to be paid-more they had to pay in the way of gold export
Mr. SI~CLAIR called the Speaker's attention
duty the richer they would be. (Laughter, and
" Hea.r, hear.") According to the census of 1857 to the fact that there was not a quorum.
The bell was accordingly rung, but after the
in that year 62,000 persons were engaged i~
mining operations, and 8,852 in pastoral pursuits. usual time had passed,
Now, iU!suming that these classes had increased
The SPEAKER announced that there was not
in the game ratio as the general population, there a quorum; and the House accordingly adwere, at the present time, 107,572 miners, and journed, at 20 minutes to !.I o'clock, to Tuesday~
15,00(; following a pa.'itoral occupation; and yet, 9th April.
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FORTY-EIGHTH DAY, TUESDAY, APRIL 0, 1861.
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY,
The SPEAKER took the chair at 20 minutes
past 4 o'clock, a.fter the Easter recess.
ELECTION FOR VILLIERS AND HEYTESBURY.
The SPEAKER announced that he bad received a return to the writ issued by him for the
election of a memberfor Villiers and Heytesbury,
and that the writ was endorsed with the name of
Mr. William Rutledge.
GOLD EXPORT DUTY.
Mr. WOODS gave notice that, on tbe following
da.y, he would move for leave to bring in a bill
to repeal the 18th Vict., chap. '27.
RETURNS.
Mr. HEALES presented a return. in reply to
a. request ma.de on a previous day by the bono
member for Kyneton, showing the number of
letters and newspapers which had passed through
the post-office durmg the year 1860, and also the
number of telegram!! despatched, and the amount
of_revenue derived therefrom.
DISTRICT INSOLVENT COURTS.
Mr. GRANT gave notice that, on the following
da.y, he would move for leave to bring in a bill
to establish district insolvent courts.
LADY JULIA PERCY ISLAND.
Mr. BROO KE stated that, in a.ccordance with
a wish expressed by the House, he had despatched
an officer to the Lady J ulia Percy Island, to report
upon the guano deposits there. He had now the
honour to bring up the report.
The report was read, and is as follows:" Department of Trade and Customs,
Melbourne, March 28, 1861.
I f Sir,-Adverting to my letter of
the 25th
inst., No. 611120, and to the previous correspondence oa the subject of the guano deposits
on Lady J ulia Perey Island, I have now the
honour to transmit for your information the
accompanying copy of So report furnished by the
harbour-master, Port Fairy, the officer appointed
to uamine the island.
" I have the honour to be, &c.,
" (Signed)
J. CHAT:FIELD TyLltR."
(Copy.)
" REPORT.
" Ports and Harbours, Port Fairy,
March 23, 1861.
" Sir,-In accordance with your instructions, I
visited t he J~ady J uJia Percy Island yesterday, the
22nd inst., but under very unfavourable circumstanceEl, 1here being an unusually heavy swell
from S. W., and high tIde, causing the surf to
break !:o high all round the island that it was
impossible to enter any of the caves but those of
which the entrance was above high water mark.
"The caves which I have examined are the
principal ones for guano deposits, being the most
accessible for birds, seals, &c. Although I am of
opinion that other caves may be found containing gllaT'oO, I fed quite sure that none will be
f(

found to contain such a large qua.ntity as those I
have examined.
" There are but two principal caves, the entrance to the largest being about 12 feet above
high water mark, the other about 30 feet, both
easy of access, and on the S. W. end of the
island, and are situated in the only part where
penguins can gain the top of the island, thtl
guano being chiefly the deposits of the birds and
seals. The result of my examinatioa. is as follows:" The probable quantity of guano deposit, 460
tons, said tu be worth £10 8. ton-~£4,600.
" The mode in which It could be shipped from
the island is by erecting a crane or derrick on the
top of the cliff over the caves; the hoist in one
case would be about 150 feet. and in the other 130
feet; it would then have to be taken by tramway
to the top of the clIff, over the landing-place, a
distance of about 1,540 yards or seven-eighths of a
mile, and is a IIlightly inclined plane, and only
140ft. from high· water mark at an angle of about
70deg. A jackstay or shute could be used in
ship~iDg the guano from this point.
" In making the estimate of the quantity of the
guano in the caves, I have deducted one-fifth for
stones which may nave fallen from the roof and
sides of the caves from time to time, as, in
probing for the depth of the deposits, I frequently came in contact with large masSeB of
stone.
.( The dimensions of the deposits in the two
caves are /1S under :-No. I-length, 80ft. ; mean
breadth, 15ft.; depth,10ft. No. 2- 40ft.,. 36ft.,
and 5ft. I have compuLed them at 33 cubIC f~et
to the ton. These measurements are presumlDg
the walls to be perpendicular. I have sa~ples
from each cave, which can be forwarded if required.
" I have the honour to be, &c .•
"(Signed)
J. B. MILLS."
BUSINESS LICENCES.

Mr. WOODS gave notice that, on Thurflday, he
would move for leave to bring in a bill to /1IDend
such portions of the Gold·fields Act as referred
to business licenct:s.
PETITIONS.
:Mr. FRAZER presented a petition froID qharlotee Edwards, wife of John Edwar.ds, a.mlDe.r,
praying the House to take into conslderatlOD hIS
claim for discovering Creswlck gold-field.
Mr. WOOD presented a petrition fr?~ numerous
inhabitants at Beechworth, compnslDg Roman
Catholics, Episcopalians, Hebrews,. Mormons,
Chinese, &c., in favour of the abohtlOD of state
aid to religion.
.
The petitions were ordered to he on the table.
THE PUBLIC LANDS.
Mr. CIIAPMAN gave notice that, on Wednesnesday, the 17th inst., he would move tha.t the
House on the following day would resolve Itself
into a Committee of the whole for the purpose
of considering the follow,in.g resoluti?Ds:H 1. That
in the opmlOn of thIS House no
people can become great, prosperous, or happy,

Arn. 9, 1861.]

SECOND

PARL1A.ME~T.

who depend chietly upon importations of breadstuffs and other production8 from abroad in preference to encouraging their own agricultural
and other producing powers.
"2. That this House resolves that it will conduce to the public welfare that the present
mode of disposing of the agricultural lands
should cease.
"3. That in future the agricultural lands of
1he colony of Victoria be disposed of in the
following manner:-The Governor in Council
shall cause document8 to be issued, each
of which shall be called 'the farmer's right,'
and 8ha.ll be granted to any penon applying for the same upon payment of not less
than the sum of 80s., nor more than 640s.,
8uch document to be in force for one
year from its date in favour of the per80n
in whORe name it is i88ued. The holder of
such farmer'8 right may and shall have power
to take possession of and occupy any number of
acres of unappropriated Crown lands, being not
less than 40 and not more than 320, as shall be
represented in such farmer's right by the amount
paie, being at the rate of 2s. per acre per yearall and every interest in such farmer's right to be
a chattel interest, and may be disposed of either
orally or in writing. Every holder of a farmer'8
nght may make whatever Improvements he
desires upon the land held by him, such improvements to be valued and added to the upset price
of the land when offered for sale by the Crown.
Provided such land shall not be offered for sale
until the expiration of five years from the date
of the first occupation under any such farmer'8
right, nor at a hIgher upset price than £1 per
acre."
RETURN.

The SPEAKER stated that the Chief Secre
tary had presented a copy of the revised 8cale of
charges for transmitting messaged through the
electric telegraph.
MOUNTAIN CREEK.

Mr. WOODS gave notice that, on the following
day, he would ask the Commissioner of Mines,
whether there was any precedent for leaving so
large a population as that at Mountain Creek so
long without a warden? Whether it was intended
to appoint a warden; and if 80, when?
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property also destroyed by the sludge channel;
and if not, how it was intended to compensate
those persons ?
Mr. BROOKE, in reply, said that, on the recommendation of the surveyor of public works,
the Government gave Mr. Bissell a piece of land,
as compensatlOn for the losses sustained by him
from the sludge; but the Government were not
prepared to make similar concessions of that
nature.
CUSTOM-HOUSE SEIZURES.

Mr. SINCLAIR asked the hon. the Commi8sioner of Trade and Customs whether he had any
objection to lay on the table of that House a return of all seizures made at Melbourne from 1st
January, 1853, to January, 1861; whether
made upon information from landmgwaiters or
weighers; and how distributed?
l\1r. LOADER, in reply, said that the return
asked for would lDvolve an immense amount of
clerical labour, and at present all the officers in
his department were fullyemplo)ed. If the hon.
member had any particular case of hardship, he
trusted he would acquaint the Government with
it, they would give every facility for inquiry, and
thus they mIght avoid the necessity for making
out the return.
Mr. SIN CLAIR said his reason8 were that
there had lIeen very great changes in the salaries
of the officer8 in the department, and he wished
to ascertain whether they had been made in the
salaries of the most useful men.
PARDON TO A PRISONER.

Mr. MARTLEY gave notice that, on the following day, he would ask the Chief Secretary,
whether a pardon had been granted to a person
named Mulholland, undergoing a sentence of
imprisonment for embezzlement? Secondly, the
date and period of such sentence, and the date of
such pardon? Thirdly, whether any and what
special circumstances led to such pardon?
LAW-OFFICERS' SALARIES.

Mr. HOWARD gave notice that, on the following day, he would ask the Chief Secretary, what
action the Government intended to take with
regard to the Official8 in Parliament Bill, which
had been returned by the other branch of the
Legislature.

Mr. M'LELLAN asked the hon. the Treasurer
when the return (promised by "him some time
since) showing the fees, in additlOn to salary, paid
to each law· officer of the Crown since the lDtroduction of responsible Government, would be laid
on the table of the House ?
l\lr. VERDON, in reply, said the return W83
first sought for in the office of the prothonotary ..
but it was afterwards found necessary to have it
prepared in the Atlorney·General's office. It
would be ready in a few days, when it would be
furnished.

TAXATION OF MINING COMPANIES.

THE TELEGRAPH DEPARTMENT.

OFFICIALS IN PARLIAMENT BILL.

Mr. BRODIE asked the Chief Secretary, why
a telegram despatched on Tuesday, the 26lh ult.,
was not delivered until mid-day of the 28th; and
whether the Chief Secretary would make an inSLUDGE CHANNELS,
quiry into the working of the Telegraph DepartMr. BRODIE, pursuant to notice, asked the ment ~
Commissioner of Crown Lands and Survey,
Mr. LOADER, in reply, said it appeared, upon
whether it was true that the Government gave to inqUlry, that some irregularity existed, but there
a Mr. Bissell, of Epsom, a portion of land in was a difference between the Sandhurst manager
compellsationfor that owned by him and destroyed and the Melbourne department as to who was
by the erection of the main sludge channel? wrong. The superintendent was out of town at
Whether the Government were prepared to make present, and he would, therefore, be ~lad if the
Ilimilar con.:essions to the other OWners of private hon. member would postpone his questIon.
Mr. 1<'RAZER postponed the motion in hi8
name referring to the taxation of gold-mining
companies, until Thursday next.
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RAILWAY PLANT.

SHIPPING TELEGRAMS.

Mr. SERVICE Mked the Commissioner of
Public Works, in reference to the return respecting railway plant laid on the table of tha.t House
on Tuesda.y, 26th March, how much of the
£1,325 damage, arising from bad stowag-e, had
been recovered from the ship? How much of
the £1,699 sea damage had been recovered from
the underwriters? How much of the two sums
in question WM considered 8S totally irrecoverable? How much was under process of recovery ? What particular officer had had charge
of puttin~ in and looking after the recovery of
cla.lms against ships? Why WM no survey held
on the plant imported_ ex Merlin and Lord
Ralllan?
Mr. GRANT, in answer to questions 1 and 2,
said H None." To No. 3, It £1,135." To No.4,
"£1,865;" and No. 5, I f The recelving clerk of
the former engineer·in·chief." With reference
to No. 6, from some accident or other no survey
was held on board the ships in question. He was
not in a position to say when the survey was
made, but it was held after the pI&nt was landed.
It was not necessary in any case to send in a
claim against shipowners before the ship left the
pier. That was done by merchants, and was
desirable; but he was not prepared to say that he
forfeited his claim if he did not send it in before
the ship sailed. The damage oil not amount
to more than £141, and a claim for that amount
had been sent in to Messrs. Raleighs, Dauglish,
and Co., by whom it had not been repudiated.

Mr. SERVICE gave notice tha.t, on the following day, he would ask the Commissioner of Trade
and Customs, what was the estimated saving on
actual outlay by the stoppage of the shipping
telegrams?

CAETLEMA.INE CAMP RESERVE.

Dr. MACADAM gave notice that, on Thursday, hI) would ask the President of Land and
Works if he would lay on the table a return,
showing the number of buildings on the Camp
reserve, Castiemaine-specifying the occupied
and unoccupied, the rent charged, and the num·
ber of' officers in the distric& entitled to free
quarters?
TRANSMISSION OF GUNPOWDER.

Mr. SERVHJE gave notice that, on the following day, he would ask the Commissioner of
Public Works, when the Railway Department
would be prepared to take delivery of gunpowder
for transmission to various stations?
PLEASANT CREEK.

Mr. WOODS gave notice that, on the following
day, he would Mk, what were the instructions
given to the superintendent of police at Pleasant
Creek relative to the collection of business
hcences ; whether any complaints had been made
of that officer by the inhabitants; and what was
there for a staff of police to do at Stawell ?
MARYBOROUGH MINING BOARD.

Mr. LEVI,'1n reference to a question put by
him on the 20th of March, asked whether any
offer had been made by the Government, according to promise, of a proper place in which the
Mining Board at Maryborough could meet, instead of, M at present, in a publichouse ?
Mr. HUMFFRAY said a decision had been
arrived at by the Government, but on the day
following he had been informed that the directions had not been sent. He could assure the
hon. member, however, th:\t they had smce been
sent.

MELBOURNE CEMETERY.

Dr. MACADAM gave notice that, on the following day, he would move for the annual report
of the trustees of the Melbourne Cemetery for
1860 to be laid on the table.
ABOLITION OF THE DUTY ON GOLD.

Mr. LEVI called attention to the fact that, on
the notice-paper, the order of the day for the resumption of the debate on the gold export duty
was placed below the Government business. By
the 34th standing order, the Government had a
right to take precedence on their days of all other
business, but that meant over general business,
which bad not been fixed, M the business he
referred to had been. He would like to have the
Speaker's decision on the matter.
The SPEAK.ER said he could not give the hon.
member satisfaction on t.he point, which was not
new. The ruling of the House was, that the
Government motions should have precedence on
their days. The question had been brought forward constantly both here and at home, and that
was the rule.
Mr. PYRE, under the circumstances, would
ask the Government to allow the matter to take
precedence, as a matter of courtesy. (" No,
no.")
Mr. LEVI remarked that it ha.d precedence on
the last Thursday evening.
The SPEAKER said the sta.nding order referred merely to the next night; and the present
being a Government night, the matter could not
take precedence.
GOLD· FIELDS MANAGEMENT.

Mr. HUMFE'RAY postponed his motion for
leave to bring in a bill on this subject till the following day.
MELBOURNE AND ESSENDON RAILWAY.

Mr. KING gave notice that, on the following
day, he would move that the Melbourne and
Essendon Railway Bill be now read a third time.
ABATTOIRS.

Mr. GRANT, in moving for leave to bring in a
bill to amend the law relating to the erection and
licensing of abattoirs within municipal districts,
said that under the 2nd sec. 18 Vic., chap. 16.,
the corporation of Melbourne had erected an
abattoir, and under that act it was not lawful for
any person to slaughter cattle or sheep within
one mile of the city. Under the Municipal Institutions Act, the councils had the right of
erecting abattoirs, but had no power to take suitable buildings on lease, or to impose fees for the
use of abattoirs. The Melbourne corporation had
la.tely commenced a raid upon butchers outside
their boundaries who did not bring cattle to be slaughtered at the abattoirs.
The present bill was for the purpose of
enabling municipal councils to hire suitable
buildings for the purpose. It was not neces~al'y
for him to dwell further npon tho hiil at itll Pl'P-
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sent stag-e, and he would, therefore, reserve his
remarks for the second reading.
Mr. J. T. S \{ITH asked whether the present
wa~ not a private bill-it not being one of general
utility?
The SPEAKER said that, as it dealt with municipalities generally, it was a public bill.
Mr. J _ T. SMITH said be should oppose the
introduction of the bill. The hone member
stated that the corporation had made 110
raid against the surrounding districts, to
prevent them from slaughtering. 'rhe corp()ration had gone to vast expense for the
purpose of preventing what on all hands wa!'l confessed to be a nuisance-namely, slaughtering
cattle in the city; and, after spending their
money in accordance with the act, it was only
natmal that they should exercise the rights
conferred upon them by the Legislature. If
the present bill was passed an unfair competition would be sanctioned by the House.
Now that the city corporation had gone to
several thousands of pounds expense in erecting
these abattoirs, he trusted the House would not
agree to the introduction of a bill to render them
useless, except on 110 proper case beinl! made out
for the alteration, which, he contended, had not
been done.
Mr. HEALES quite a~reed with the hone
member in the hope that the House would give
due consideration to this measure; and he
thought if they did so, it would be found that the
interests of the country at large had been consulted. (Hear, hear.) The factA were simply
these. Up to the time of the erection of the
abattoirs by the Melbourne corporation 110 law
giving t,hat body the exclusive right of slaughterin!!',in the city, and within a mile, was not brought
to lIght; but when the abattoirs were finished it
was discovered that a great hardship was inflic'ed
on the suburban munipalities-(hear)-ina.smuch
as they were obliged to send to Melbourne
10 have their mea.t slaughtered.
(Mr. J. T.
Smith-" No;" and Mr. Francis-H Yes." "Hear,
hear.") In some instances he was aware that it
would be necessary to send meat a distance of
fully six miles, which, in hot weather, practically
prevented the people of the municiRlIolities from
Retting meat fit for human food. (Hear, hear.)
The object of this bill was, not to renew tl:le
privilege of slaughtering sheep and cattle within
the boundaries of Melbourne, but to give to the
various municipa.lities the right of erectioO'
liceDfling. and regulating by the levying of fee~'
certain abattoirs, which the municipalities would
have under their own control. Thi~, in fact, was
asking no more for the munieipalitieH than the
Melbourne corporation had for itself at the
present moment -(hear, hear)-and simply sought
to curtail a. monopoly by which the Melbourne
corporation at present extended their claims into
every municipality in the nehrhbourhood. If
this bill were pas",ed, the Melbourne corporation
would still have all their privilegell, except that of
making an inro<ld to the extent of a mile on the
!1eighb?uring municipalities; and the bill might
ID realIty be looked upon as one to conrinue its
privileges to Melbourne, and grant similar priviJegesto the surrounding municipalities. (Hear,
hear.)
Mr. L. L. S)IITH looked on the bill as one

got up by the butchers, out of 110 ~rudge to the
corporation, and therefore opposed it.
Mr. CHAPMAN supported the bill.
Mr. GRANT said the discussion that had taken
place was one that ought more properly to take
place on the second reading, as at present it
a.ppeared the House was canvassing the merits of
a measure not before it. (Hear, hear.) This
bill had a two-fold aspect. First, it propolled to
deal with municipal institutions generally, by
enabling them to erect abattoirs and impose
fees. That part of the bill was clearly a public
measure, and if it stopped there he should like
to know what opposition the hone member for
Creswick could have to it? (Hear, hear.) The
other part of the bill, no doubt, had for its
objects the doing away with the second clause of
this act; but he would ask the House to give
leave to bl;nl( in the bill, and let any discussion
take place on the second reading. (Hear.)
Leave was then given, and the bill was brought
in, and read a first time, and directed to be read
a second time on Friday next.
MANAGEMENT OF THE VICTORIAN RAILWAYS.

1\;11'. GRANT then rose to ask leave to bring in

a bill for the better management of the Victorian

Railways. At the present time the Government
were without any authority to frame bye-laws or
regulations for the management of the railway.
At present they were governed by rules and rel!ulations that were merely departmental, and he
was not aware on what authority those rules were
framed. At any rate, the present rules were
binding on the servants of the department to a
very limited extent, and still less on the public.
(Hear, hear.) It was very necessary for the protection of the public that the Government should
be enabled to frame thol1e rebulations. As tbe
act at present stood, with the exception of the
powers given by the Melbourne and Geelong
Company's acts, the Government was comparatively powerless. A few days since a stationmaster on the lille was sued in the County Court
for illel;'ally detaining a passenlZer. He was defended by the Crown solicitor, who had to admit
that the station-master had no legal authority to
detain the passenger. Under the circumstances.
he hoped the House would agree to the introduction of the measure. (Hear, hear.)
Mr. BROOKE seconded the motion.
Mr. L. L. S \1 ITH would like to know why the
hon. member introduced this bill; and whether
it was not intended to have a Commissioner of
Railways?
Mr. GRANT.-I am sorry to say I am C<'mpelled at present to dischargo the duties of that
functionary? (Laug hter. )
Mr. J~. L. SMITH. -Then why not appoin~
him? (Laughter.)
Leave was then given, and the bill was brought
in and read a first time.
SUPPLY.
The House then went into Committee of Supply.
GAOLS.

Mr. VERDON moved that a sum of .£5520
7s. 6d. be granted for the Melbourne Gaol' as
follows :-Governor, £500 ; clerks, one at £3fiO
and one at £190, .£540; storekeeper, £190'
matron. £100; two chaplains. at £100, £200;
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chief senior turnkey, .£270; two senior turnkeys,
at £200, £400; overseer of labour, £200; 19
turnkeys, at 8s. per day, £2,774; senior female
turnkey, £100; three female turnkeys, at 4s. 6d.
per day, £246 7s. 6d.-£5,520 7s. 6d.
Mr. DUFFY said he understood it was arranged
the water supply to the gold· fields should be taken
that evening.
Mr. VERDON said the understanding was, that
the water supply should be taken on the 12th,
and the vote for the municipalities on the 16th,
of the present month.
Mr. DON called attention to the reduction in
the wages of the 19 turnkeys from 10s. to 8s. a
day. These men had most laborious duties to
perform. They were on duty, on an average, 14
hou1'8 a day, and every alternate Sunday for 24
hours; he thought, therefore, they ought to
receive encouragement, and he would move that
the yote be increa.sed by Is. a day.
Mr. AMSINCK called attention to the change
in the name of the gaoler to that of H chief senior
turnkey;" and asked the Government to restore
the name, as it was enough to reduce the salary.
Mr. HEALES said it was in contemplation
to break up the Western Gaol, and then this
gentleman would discharge the duties of chief
senior turnkey, and the name would be perfectly
applicable. There was, however, no objection to
altering the name. As to the amendment ot the
hon. member for Collingwood, he had to observe
that, in addition to their pay, these officers were
allowed quarters, fuel, light, and water, and that
the returns showed their average work amounted
to 12 hours a·day-about the same as the police.
(Hear.)
Mr. J. T. SMITH referred to the reduct.ion of
£100 in the salary of the governor, a gentleman
who was some 22 or 23 years in the service; and
said, if he thought it would be of any use, he
should move that the salary be increased by £50
a year.
Mr. HOOD asked how it was, with an average
number of 800 prisoners, there were required 126
officers to ke~p them in charge? Though the
prisoners were confined within strong walls, and
behind stout bars, yet one officer seemed to be
required for every 6~ prisoners.
Mr. HEALES said the heads of the department were constantly complaining that they had
not a sufficient number of men. (Hear.) It
should be recollected that the turnkeys had to
keep ward at night, and, therefore, that in most
i~stanceR there was a double set required.
Mr. DON thought the numbers ought to be
reduced, and the remainder paid better.
Mr. MACKINTOSH agreed with the hon.
member for Collingwood, that these men were
underpa.id ; and he would move, aM an amendment, that their pay be increased by 6d. a day.
The amendment was negatived, and the vote
was then agreed to.
Mr. VERDON then moved the following
vote:Geelong Gaols.-Govemor, .£350; clerk, .£225;
matron, £75; overseer of labour, ,£200; senior
turnkey, ,£200; turnkey in charge of Old Gaol,
£200; nine turnkeys, at 8s. per diem, £1,314;
female turnkey, at 48. 6d. per diem, £82 2s.6d.
Total, £2,646 2s. 6d.
Mr. L. L, SMITH called attention to the fact
that the salary of the clerk was reduced from
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£300 to £225, and asked why this should be,

when the salary of the clerk to the Melbourne
Gaol had been reduced only .£5O-namely, from
£400 to .£350?
Mr. HEALES said it was considered that the
duty of the clerk to the Geelong Gaol was litt.le
more than that of the second clerk at the Melboume Gaol, who received only £190 a year.
The vote wa.s then agreed to, as were also the
following :Ba.l1arat Ga.ol.-Governor, .£300; matron, £75;
senior turnkey, £200; seven turnkeys, at Ss. per
diem. £1,022; fema.le turnkey, at 48. 6d. per
diem, £82 2s. 6d. Total. £1,679 2s 6d.
Ararat Gaol.-Governor, £300; matron, ~5 ;
senior turnkey, £200; six turnkeys, at Ss. per
diem, .£876; female turnkey, at 4s. 6d. per diem,
£8228. 6d. Total, £1,533 2s. 6d.
Beechworth Gaol. - The same as Ararat,
£1,533 21'1. 6d.
Cast lemaine Gaol. - The same as .Ararat.
£1,533 2s. 6d.
Maryborough Gaol. - The same as Ararat,
£1,533 21'1. 6d.
Sandhurst Gaol.-The same 8S Ararat, £1,533
2s.6d.
Kilmore Gaol.-Govemor, £250; matron, £75;
senior turnkey, £200; two turnkeys, a.t 8s. per
day, £292. Total, £817.
Kyneton Gaol.-The same as Kilmore, £S17.
Portland Gaol.-The same as Kilmore. £817.
PENAL DEPARTMENT.

Mr. VERDON then proposed the followi:lg
vote :-Office and Clerical Staff at Pentridge.-Inspector-general (including £80 in lieu of foralIe),
£880; ch rk. £500; clerk, £400; clerk, £:100;
derk, £250; storekeeper, £300; three clerks and
storekeepers (one at £250 and two at £225),
£700; tota.l, £3,330.
Mr. AMSIYCK observed that there had been
an increase in the number of clerks from five to
nine. He wished to know the reason why.
Mr. H EALES said there was no actual increase.
The I t office" and H clerica.l staff" were I!eparate
on the Estimates of last year; now they both appeared in one vote.
Mr. FRAZER thought the duties of the inspector-generalshould extend to lion inspection of
the whole of the gaols in the colony I and
accordingly moved that his future title should be
"inspector of prisons," instead of "inspectorgeneral:'
Mr. HEALES objected to the amendment.
The duties of the officer were already of a very
onerous character, and ofJcupied the whole of his
time.
Since the inspector-general had held
office he had effected great reforms, and had
materia.lly reduced the expenditure at the variouR
establishments over which he had control. It
was necessary that this gentleman, for the efficient dischar~e of his duty, should be in and
about Melbourne at all times. He (Mr. Heales)
would not discuss the proprlety of appointing an
inspector-general of prisons until the necessity
for the creation of such an officer arose.
Mr. CARPENTER regretted that any reduction had been made in the salary of the inspectorgeneral. He thought that officer ought to have
~t least £1,000 a year.
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Mr. STEPIIEN remarked that the inspectorgeneral was tempted from Tasmania. by the
promise of a very large remuneration, and it was
not fair that a reduction of 20 per cent should
be made in his salary. He would move that
tha.t item of the vote be increased by £100 per
year.
Mr. HOOD thought that £880 per year, with
free quarters, fuel, light. and water, and the
command of servants, was a handsome salary as
timee went. The statement of the member for
Collingwood (Mr. Stephen) was not founded on
fact, inasmuch as the inspector·general, when
invited to this colony, was a gentleman at large.
the office which he had held in Tasmania havin~
been abolished, and compensation having been
allowed him.
Mr. DON admitted the value of the officer,
but protested against any increase in the salary.
His colleague ()ir. Stephen) was, as usual, right
in the wrong place, but he would warn the hoo.
and learned gentleman that a storm was brewing.
(Laughter. )
Mr. BTEPHEN was not to be deterred from
his duty by any threat on the part of his colleague (Mr. Don), whom he should be glad again
to meet on the hustings, when, no doubt, their
positions would be reversed. (Renewed laughter.)
Mr. Frazer's amendment was withdrawn; that
of Mr. Stepben was rejected.
The vote was then agreed to.
Mr. VERDON then moved the following
vote :Penal Police.-Superintendents, three at £400,
£1,200; assistant superintendent, £275; matron
in charge of female hulk, £175; senior chief
warder, £300; chief warders, two at £250, £500;
overseers of mechanics, two at £250. £500; overseers of labour, eleven at £230, £2,530; sergeant
warders, six at 10s. per day, £1,095; corporal
warders, eleven at 8s. 6d. per day, £1.706 78. 6d.;
warders, 105 at 8s. per day, £15,330; female
overseer, at 6s. per day, £109 10s.; female
warde~s, three at 4s. 6d. per day, £246 7s. 6d. ;
chaplallls (one at £400, one at £3(0), £700;
schoolmasters, two at £225, £450.
Total
£25,1175s.
'
Mr. AMSI~CK wished to know how much
longer the hulks were to be used as hulks? He
understood that, as the Pentridge Stockade extendetl, the hulks were 10 be abolished.
Mr. HEAI4ES WaR not in a position to supply
the information. It was the desire of the present Government, as it had been the desire of
late Governments, to dispense with the hulks as
soon as possible, but at present this could not be
done.
Mr. STEPHEN called attention to the fact
that the salary of the matron in charge of the
hulk for females had been reduced from £200 to
£175, and yet she did not enjoy the privileges of
" fuel, light, and water" like the other officials in
the same department.
Mr. HEALES was not aware of this. At all
events, he would see that the lady received what
she was entItled to according to the Estimates.
Mr. FRAZER observed that the prisoners at
Pentridge Stockade numbered between 800 and
900; those at Collingwood Stockade, upwards of
200 ; and those at the hulks between 80 and 100
females, with perhaps 20 or 30 refractory seamen. And the superintendents of these esta.b·
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lishments, notwithstanding the difference in
their duties, in the matter of salary, were
all treated alike. He would sUj!gest that
the Pentridge superintendent should be
all('lwed £450, the CoIling wood £400, and the
superintendent of the hulks £350. Again, he
thought that the items for chaplains might be
dispensed with. The sum of £300 was put down
for a Church of England clerg-yman, and £400 for
a Roman Catholic priest. Previous to the appointment of these gentlemen, the duties attaching to the chaplaincy were performed gratuitou!'ly,
and quite as well as under paid officers. A lay
reader connected with the Church of England
went to some of the stockade!', but the clergyman
rarely attended, and mass had not been celebrated at the Collingwood Stockade for a considerable time. He understood the Church of
Emdandchaplain hada church at some other place,
and sent a substitute to do duty at the stockade.
With regard to the item for the warders, he
observed that those officers were put down at the
same salary as the police, and yet they had to 1"0
about, with guns in their hands, for 13 or 14
hours every day, during which time they were
not a.llowed to hold communication with anybody.
Mr. HEALES observed that the three superintendents were of equal standing; and although
the Pentridge superintendent had under his
control a. larger number of prisoners than the
other superintendents, yet he had above him an
officer who lived within the precincts of the
stockade; and, therefore, hig responsibility was
not so great as that of the Collingwood superintendent, who had no more than 300 prisonHs
under his charge. Again, the stockade at Pentridge was much more secure than that of Collingwood, and this also lessened the responsibility.
Al hough the Collingwood superintendent might
appear the junior he was really the senior in the
service. As to the third superintendent, it should
be remembered that although he had a comparatively small number of prisoners under his control, yet the charge of a few females was as great
a responsibility as the charge of a large number
of males. (Laughter.)
Mr. FRAZER moved that the salary of the
superintendent of the hulks be reduced £50.
This amendment was negatived.
Mr. STEPHEN moved, as all amendment, that
the salaries of the 105 warders be increased la.
per day.
This amendment was also negatived.
Mr. FRAZER then proposed that the item for
chaplains be !muck out. The House had spoken
its opinion plainly on the question of state aid,
and here they had it in another form.
Mr. SNODGRA88 could not see what stateaid to religion had to do with the amendment.
Mr. AMSINCK thought every hon. member
must be aware of the importance of every
prisoner having some one immediately near him
to whom he could confidentially speak on certain
occasions; and every hon. member would, he
was sure, bear him out in saying that to represent every denomination was utterly impossible.
He hoped the item would not be struck out.
Mr. HEALES also hoped the amount would
be voted. For some years the voluntary principle
had been adopted in establishments of this nature,
but many difficulties arose in the way of its being
4 K
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properly carried out. As one instance of this,
he would mention that it was made u~e of to
violate the prison rules. HOll. members would
remember that in 1836 or 1857 a select committee was appointed to inquire into the prison
discipline of the colony, and on that occa.sion
considerable valuable evidence was gh'en against
the voluntary principle of religious education in
prisons. So strong, too, was this feeling in the
select committee, which was composed of gentle·
men of all denominations, that in the report
which they brought up one clause was introdueed
strongly condemning the voluntary principle, and
the consequence wa.s the introduction of the
system now in force, by which prisoners were
divided into two classes, Protestant and Catholic
-the only distinc'iou which he thought could be
made. (Hear, hear.) As the one principle had
failed, and the other had been an eVident improvement, he trusted the item would pass.
The amendment was then put, and negatived,
and the item of chaplains' salaries put, and
agreed to.
Mr. CHAPMAN moved that £50 be added to
the schoolmasters' salaries. He would approve
of the addition if even the money were taken
from the salaries of the chaplains.
The amendment was put, and negatived,
and the original motion agreed to.
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countrymen in New Zealand his remarks wer
received with applause. (Hear, hear.) He had
agreed with tbat course, considering that
the colony had then an opportunity, not
only of showing its loyalty in Iluch a way
as was usual in public meetings, but of furnishing the British Government with an auxiliary
no other colony could offer, and which the British
Government itself was not in a position to provide for itself at the moment in New Zealand;
and, under thoRe circumstanceR, he thought the
Government of the day had done well. As
re~arded the policy of the present Government,
he could not bllt allow that it would not do to
keep on the Yictoria in its present Iltate. At
the same time he would draw attention to the
bet that before the present Government took
office an arrangement was made with the Home
Government that a complete survey of the coast
should be made, each Government bearing a
moiety of the expense. Upon this understanding a staff of surveyors was sent out here, and
now it was found necessary that a steam
vessel should be placed at their disposal.
Upon inquiry it was found that a stea.m
vessel of smaller power than the Victoria
would not accomplish the purpose which these
enJineers had in view, and therefore the Government thought the most economical plan of carrying out the compact with the Home Government
THE STEAM SLOOP VICTORIA.
would be to retain the services of the Victoria in
Mr. VERDO~ moved that £9,58:~ 15s. be an efficient condition, and so place it at the disappropriated for the stea.m-sloop Yietoria, as fol- posal of Ihe survey party. Of course all exlows: - Commander, £500; first lieutenant, penses, except the mere shell of the vessel,
£400; second lieutenant, £350; engineer, £;~;')O ; would be half chargeable to each Government.
assistant en~inet'r, qualified for charge, £25;); If the committee should decide to dispose
aSRi~tant paymaster in charge, for threH months, of the Victoria altogether, he wonld remind
£75; mate, £200; 2midshipmen, at £100, £200; hon. memhers that it had been ascertained
naval cadet, £50; gunner, boatswain, carptm- -for he had anticipated objections of the
ter, at 10~. per diem, £347 10d. ; leading-stoker, at kind no\\ urged - tha.t to hue even an in7s. per diem, £127158. ; stewa.rd, cook, gunner's ferior vessel would cost £1,000 a·month. Bemate, boa.tswain's mate, 3 qua.rtermasters, sail- sides, one-third of the Victoria's original cost,
maker, carpenter's ma.te, at 68. per diem, £9851Os.; which was £30,000, would be the utmost that
two cap'ains of forecastle, t",o captains of foretop, would be obtained were the Victoria sold either
two captains of maintop, ; wo captains of after here or in England at the present time. Under
guard, at 58. 6d. per diem, £803; two stokers, these circumstances, he hoped the House would
at 68. Gd. per diem, £2::)7 58. ; five leading seamen, pass the vote, for the survey would occupy four
at [is. 3d. per diem, £47£l Is. 3d. ; 18 able sea· years, and It would, he was sure, be well to
men, at 4s. 9d. per diem, £1,;')60 7s. 6d; ten employ the Victoria in the work. No doubt
trimmers, al. 6s. per diem, £1,OV5 ; eight ordinary many of the men included in the vote were unD(seamen, at 3s. V:l. per diem, £547 10s. ; ward- cessary, but he desired that in this respect the
room steward, at 4s. Vd. per diem, £86 l:.~s. 9d. ; I Government Rhould be left free to take the
cook's mate, at :301. Vd. per diem, £1)8 8s. Vd.; course which thpv should find neceR!<ary.
drum,ner, at 3s £ld. per diem, £68 Ss. 9d. ; "ix
Mr. AMSLNCK had anticipated the arguments
bov". at ~s. per diem, and six at 2s. 6d., of the hon. the Chief Secretary, but the experi£602 5;<.
ment had been already tried once, and he warned
.\llr. KING oppo,cd the vote, because the Vie· the Government of Ihe conHquence of supposing
tona was rendering no assistanee to the colony. that two eaptains could act tOl!ether in the same
The ~hip went away about the middle of last year vessel. His sugge~tlOn would be that the whole
to N.·w Zt"aland, to d •.fend another Brilish colony, command should be placed in the hands of the
anti he c"uld 1101 f;t;'e ~hy this colony should I>e survey captain, for he would answer for it that
burdened with the dettmce of ano her British Comnlander Cox aTld Captain Norman would never
depenJeney.
agree in one command. No two captains could so
,~lr. 1I E ALES had expected some such ex- agree, even if they were angels. He would further
pr;;ssion of oplllion, and was therefore ready to propose that as soon as the Victoria returned she
t;xpL..in the "tate of the matter. Uf course, as I'hould be paid off and put in charge of shipJ't.garded the delJurture of the Yictoria for New keeper tilll'he was required for the survey party,
Z~aLUld, the present Govcrum~1H had nothing to
when she should he fitted out as a survey vessel.
do wi h tnat, but in defence of hi" predeee8sors he He believed the Yictoria was as good a vessel for
would remind the House that wheh bis predeces- surveying purpcs€s as the colony could desire to
sor announced to the House the ma.nner in have, but she would not be wanted for 12 months
which it was intended to use the Victoria for our to come.
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Mr. DUFFY thought the hon. the Chief Secretary ha.d not addressed himself to the question
on which the whole of the debate turned (hear) ;
for he had Dot stated exactly the share of the ex·
penses of the Victoria which the Home Govern·
ment was under contract to pay to this colony.
The House certainly assented to the sending of
assistance to New Zealand; but he did not think
hon_ members then contemplated that the Victorian Government should bear the whole ex·
pense of giving that assistance for 12 months.
(Hear, hear.) If Victoria sent assistance to New
Zealand, the expense should surely faU on the
Imperial Treasury. which could best afford it.
(Hear, hear.) If there had been any correspon·
dence on the subject of this arrangement, the
present was a proper time to communicate it to
the House; and if none such existed, he should
look upon the matter as an open account with
the Imperial Government, settlement of which
should be asked for. As to the future use of the
Victoria, the Government had undoubtedly made
Out a case in favour of the vessel's being taken up
for the survey of the coast; and he should be
sorry to see the vessel sold at the present time,
even if the colony had no use for it. He thought
it was a great mistake to shut their eyeR to the
fact that, sooner or later, perhaps within the
next] 2 monthR or 18 momhs, there mig ht be a
European wa., to the risks of which they would
be open, so that it was not desirable to abandon
a vessel which had been pronounced by Captain
Seymour to be a very efficient means of defence.
If it ::!ould be employed for surveying services
without being dismantled, that would be the best
arrangement. It was unwise to vote large sums
for defensive purposes one month and next
month 10 entertain no considerations but those of
blind economy. He should be sorry, however,
to take the vote as it stood, and should prefer
itR being taken as it was really intended to
expend it. Even if the present vote were passed,
and the vessel was to be used for surveying alone,
the Audit Commissioners would not allow the
surplus to go to the other service. Then,
again, there was another reason for bringing
down a separate vote, namely, that in the Appropriation Bill it should be stated that a moiety
of the expense was to be borne by the Imp~rial
Government. He would like to ask the Chief
Secretary, with reference to the survey,- Was
this colony to bear the whole expense and then
be paid, or had an arrangement been made with
Captam CQX that a portion of the expense would
be remitted by the Imperial Government? lie
thought the vote should be withdrawn, and made
a. vote for t he survey of the coast.
1\1r. VEl{'DO~ agreed with the observations
which had fallen from the hon. member who
had just sat down.
He might inform the
commIttee that he had made inquiries at the
Trea~ury, in order to ascertain the arrangements
made wItih the New Zealand Government by
the late Government fOl" the temporary services
of tLe Vietoria; but he could find no traces of
any a~ee'ment being entered into. He found
that the only arrangement of which any tradition existted in the office, was one between the
Governmemt and Major-General Pratt, to the
effect that all the ordinary expenses of the Victoria should be borne by this Government, an:!
the extra.,ordinary expenses by New Zealand.
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An account had lately been Bent from New Zealand against this Government, for salaries, wares,
and stores sin::e July last, up to which time this
Government had paid a.ll the expenRes. Since
then salaries had been advanced by the
New Zealand Government, of which aCCDunts had
been sent. He was not at present inclined to pay
those accounts (hear, hea.r), as he was of opinion
that a large proportion of those expenses should
be borne by the Imperial Government, inasmuch
as the vessel being sent to New Zealand was not
only a saving to the Home Government, but they
also reaped great advantage from her being there.
There was a difficult)', it appeared to him, in at
once df'aling with the question; for whilst he was
prepared to say that the Imperial Government
should bear a portion of the ~o~t, he was at a loss
to say in what way the House could be put in
pC'ssession of the arrangemeut. With reference to
the arrangement made betwl.'en this Government
and the Imperial Government for the survey of the
coast, he was at a loss to give any information, for it
appeared that when Captain Uox arrived here, he
was unable to give any informatIOn to the Government as to what would be hi!! salary, or
what would be paid by the Imperial Government.
He would suggest that, in order to prevent any
objection being made by the Audit Commissioners, the amount should be taken in the gross,
without taking the individual items. He might
state that two di~tillet estimates were prepared
by the late Government. One was, that the
vessel should be placed on a war footing, by
which all the men would be reqUIred; and the
other was, that the number of men should be
reduced; but, very properly, the Government
adopted the former plan, there bemg at the
time every prospect of an European war.
If the vessel were retained merely for surveying
purposes, a. reduction could be made in thd
vote; but, in the absence of Captain Cox, he
did not see how the reduction could be made.
Mr. BROOKE stated that Captain Cox had
been sent out by the Admiralty, and it was stated
in So communication by the Admiralty that It was
quite possible that a steamer would have to be
employed. The Admiralty expressed a wish that
either a steamer should be sent from home, or a
colonial steamer employed. He thought the
present question could be discussed without reference to the surve) of the coast, as it might be
more economical for the Government to hire a
steamer for that purpose. (lIear, hear.) Tnat
was a matter upon which Captain Cox had not
expressed an opinion.
:Mr. IIAI~ES presumed that the Victoria had
certain duties to periorm; and the question was,
whether the estimated expenditure would exceed
wha.t she would be required to perform were she
in this colony? If it were so, then the Government
clearly could demand a refund of that ext ra.
expenditure from the New Zealand Government.
He presumed the Government had to make other
arrangements for carrying on the business performed by her during her absence. It appeared
to him that the salaries of the crew should be
voted during their absence, as they would justly
look to this Government for them; provided that
there was a distinct understanding that the
Government would make a claim upon the New
Zea.land Government or the Imperial Government
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for those expenses which would not otherwise
have been incurred.
Mr. VERDO N said that he altogether disputed
the claim made by the New /';ealand Government,
not only for extraordinary but for ordinary expenses. He thought that Government shoald
bear a great portion, if not all, of the expenses
of the vessel since she had been there; and he
would again say that as far as the accounts were
concerned whICh he had received, he had refused
to recognize them.
Mr. HEALES thought if the vessel was taken
as she was now manned, the colonial Government
was fairly chargeable with all the salaries and
wages, for he did not see how they could discharge the crew without six months' notice,
according to the clause in the Act of Parliament
under which they were engaged. Under those
circumstances there would be nearly 10 months'
salaries and wages chargeable on the colonial
treasury, whilst whatever was eventually received from the New Zealand Government
would go into the consolidated revenue.
Mr. HOWARD thought the Treasurer had not
given sufficient informa.tion when he merely
stated that he disputed the account. He thought
a formal demand should be made upon the New
Zealand Government.
}Ir. ~'IREBRACE said that if this colony had
been in the unfortunate position in which New
Zealand was at present, they would have sent to
us the same assistance which had been given to
them. The matter was not one of pounds,
shillings, and pence. The vessel had proved of
great service, and in his opinion this colony
would be lowering itself by asking for any return. They should look upon themselves and the
colonists of New Zealand as members of the one
great British family.
Mr. NICHOLSON said the Treasurer was
quite right in saying that no arrangement had
been made between the late Government and that
of New Zealand. It was felt at the time of lending Lhe vessel that it was no question of pounds,
shillings, and pence (hear, hear), but was merely
a temporary aid. There was an arrangement
made with the Imperial Government, through
Major-General Pratt, who, as commander-inchief, acted for the Imperial Government, and
the Government would, therefore, have to look
to him for any claim for the services performed
by the Victoria. The correspondence did not
t~ke place through the Treasurer, bllt the Chief
Secret'lry, and as far as he could recollect,
the arrangement was as follows :-The Victoria
was lying in the Bay. with her crew and
stores on board, and was offered to Major·Gene
ral Pratt, on the condition that he should
prOVide the extraordinary E:xpenses required for
her going to New Zealand; and also provision
w;~s made for her being insured at the expense of
the Imperial Government. After she had been
Borne months on the service, she returned to this
colony, and was again required to convey MajorGeneral Pratt to the Beat of war. Since that
period, the late Government had had no control
over her. nor had they anticipated tha.t she would be
detained away BO long. He considered a fair
claim might be made upon the Imperial Government through General Pratt, for stores, but not
for wages; the correspondence would make that
very clea.r. As regarded the crew, they ha.d been
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engaged under the present act, and could not be
dismissed without six months' not.ice. The late
Government had some Idea of selling the vessel,
as they thought that, if she was not required as
a vessel of war, she was too expensive to maintain for other services. As a veRSel of war, it was
considered that she was not sufficiently powerful.
(Hear, hear.)
Mr. WOODS thought the committee were not
inclined t.o maintain the vessel on its present
foo'ing, and, therefore, the sooner the six
months' notice was given the better, aR the vessel
was perfectly useless. He was in favour of the
proposition of the hon. member for Villiers and
Heytesbury, that the Estimate should be taken
back and remodelled.
Mr. SNODGRASS thou\tht that the vote
should be passed, after what had fallen from
the hon. member for Sandridge.
Mr. HOOD said that as the subject of the survey of the coast had been mentioned. he would
like to know what had been done by Captain Cox
towards beginning the survey.
Mr. BROOKE !laid the hon. member would
obtain that information when the vote for the
Survey Department was under consideration.
CaptaiH. Cox had been employed ever since he
arrived in the colony.
Mr. A)ISINCK asked whether the Chief Secretary intended to give six months' noti()e to the
officers, contingent upon their services not being
required?
Mr. HE ALES said notice would be given as
soon as possiole, and as soon as the Victoria returned the Government would endeavour to
make some permanent arrangements respecting
her. She could not be continued on the footing
of a man-of-war, as the bill that had been passed
for the purpose had been disallowed by the home
Government.
Mr. HOWARD drew attention to the fact that
in another part of the Estimates there was a
lurLher sum for the Victoria. He would like to
know why the vote was divided.
Mr. M'LELLAN said that the Victoria might
be good for nothing; but he could not, understand how they were to support the vote for
volunteers, and do away WIth the present vote.
The vote for volunteers would be of little use
unless they had a vessel or two of this sort. He
would impress that upon the House.
Mr. WOODS thought the fewer such ve!lseIs
the better, a!'. half a broadside from a frigate
would blow the Victoria out of or under the
water.
The expenditure on account of her
waS perfectly useless, and should be saved for
the purposes of the wants of the up-country districts.
Mr. J. T. SMITH trusted the House would
not consider the Government were to give six
months' notice to the officers and crew of this
vessel. (Hear.) He thought the committee were
taking up a humiliating position (hear), and he
hoped they would consider the honour of the
British fla.g sufficiently to keep up this vessel, a.nd
that no notice would be given without taking the
sense of the House. (Hear.)
Mr. PRENDERGAST considered they ought
to be just before they were generous. (Hea.r.)
He found £9,000 down for this ship paid by
money raised in this colony. Now, where was
this vessel? The first and most important ser-
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vice they ever heard of by this vessel was
her taking the hone and learned member
for the Avoca to New Zealand. (A laugh,
U No
no," and U Hear, hear.") The question 'was this: Here was a ship used. for
Imperial purposes and charged to the private
fund of this colony; and, having that view, he
thought there ought to be all expression from
the Government that, while it was the wish of
this coul;try to assist their fellow-men, yet they
had no right to give money for improper purposes. He thought they ought to distribute the
money over whi('h they had power in a proper
way, and he should confess it appeared to him
the committee ought to impose on the Government the necessity of seeing how a vote of this
large amount could be saved, at a time when
the country was in want of roads. (Hear.)
Mr. DON had made inquiries from persons
well acquainted with the subject, and he had
8&.tisfied himself the Victoria was utterly unfit
for any ;varlike purposes. In fact, he did not
think she would be able to frighten a Maori girl,
if it was known what lIort of a ship of war she
was.
Mr. BROO RE said, it appeared to him desirable
that some hon. member should propose that this
item f'honld not be continued on the J<..stimates
after 186l. In that way the question would be
brought to an issue, and the Government could
act on the opinion so expressed.
After a few words from lllr. DUFFY and Mr.
CHAPMAN, the vote was agreed to without further opposition.
CHIEF MEDICAL OFFICER.
Mr. VERDON next moved the sum of £4,952
for the Department of the Chief Medical Officer,
viz. :-Chief medical officer, including £80 for
forage, .£880; clerk and accountant, £325;
secretary to the Central Board of Health, £250;
messenger, £60; dispenser to the Immigration
Hospital, £200; matron, £60; nurse, .£J6 ; cook,
£36; superintending inspector to Board of
Health, £250; resident surgeon, Pentridge,
£400; surgeon to the stE'am sloop Victoria,
£400; health officer, Queenscliff, £500;
boat's crew, viz. :-Coxswain at 10s., and
five boatmen at 8s. pet diem, £912 10s.;
Sanitary Station.- Resident surgeon, £400;
clerk, for five month!!, .£62 10s.; labourers, one
at £80, and one at £50, £lJO; nurse, .£50. Total,
£4,952.
Mr. SERVICE called attention to the case of
the secretary to the Central Board of Health,
whORe duties were very important, and whost'
salary had been cut down by £50 a year. As
~his I!entleman's duties had l.atterl.y been much
I~creased~ he hoped some conSideratIOn would be
gIven to hIS case.
Mr. DON understood that last year the committee had clearly arrived at the decision that I
this chief medical officer should no longer be retained. (H No, no.") Be had certainly so
understood the decision of the committee. As to
the gentleman spoken of by the hon. member for
Hipon, he begged to say he did not know the gentleman personally, but he had some time since
seen a letter from him to a municipal board,
which was the greatest nonsense he had ever
read, so that it appeared. to him that this was
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one of the most unfortunate cases the hon. member for Ripon could possibly take up. (Hear.)
Mr. SNODGRASS, in the absence of Mr.
M'Culloch, moved that a memorial which had
been presented by the chief medical officer be
gad.
The CLERK then read the petition of Mr.
M'Crea, in which that gentleman stated that
rievous wrong had been done him laRt year b" the
reduction of his salary Ifrom '£1,275 to £800 a
year. Bis duties were of a most onerous character.
He gave personal medical attendance to about
800 prisoners, immigrants, and others' he was
responsibleforthe police, and had to see t~ the management of some £15,000 a year. There were 413
letters received, an~ upwards of 2,000 despatched,
last year, from hls department.
His duties
were as onerous as those of the principal medical
officer of the Military Staff, who receIved.£l 400
a year, and his duties were equal to those of three
military medical officers, who cost the Imperial
Government some '£2,000 a year. In addition
he was obliged to live in town and keep a horse'
and for several years of his service had been most
inadequately rewarded.
Mr. SNODGRASS had moved that the petition
be read in order to show. a great wrong had been
done to this gentleman, and he thought the
committee would agree that '£1,200 a year was
not too much. (U Oh.")
Mr. WOODS understood that this gentleman
was permitted private practice, and it appeared
to him utterly impossible that he could adequately perform all the duties set out in his
petition and at the same time attend to that
private practice. (IIear.) There was, however
a large staff of.officers in the department; and it
appeared to hlm Mr. M'Crea was taking credit
to himself for their services. (Hear, hear.) Be
knew that, WIth private practice, they could procure the best medical talent in Melbourne for
.£500 a year (-' No"); and he should therefore
move that this salary be reduced to £600 a year.
(Hear.)
Mr. HOOD denied tha.t Mr. M'Crea attended
personally to 800 prisoners and immigrants. He
found on this very vote no less than £1,500
for medICal attendance on those 800 persons.
First, there was a dispenser to the immigration hospital, at £200; then there was
£400 for a resident surgeon at Pentridge'
and £500 for the health officer at Queenscliff.
Again, there was £400 to the resident surgeon at
the sanitary station. These salaries came togt'ther
to £1,?00, and this they had to pay for medical
attentIOn to 800 persons. Now, in Great Bmain
it was held that every medical man should attend
to 2,000 of the population, and prisoners were not
more subject to disease than ordinary per~ons
Tt was his opinion that the Medical Board
might as well be done away with altogether. It
was a gi~antic swindle. He had no doubt that
the best medical talent could be obLained in the
formation of an honorary board.
After observations from Mr. SNODGRASS and
Mr. BRODIE,
Mr. DUFFY said he trusted the member for
Crowlands would not press his motion. A
smaller sa.1ary than that on the Estimates could
not be offered to the chief medical officer. It
might, however, be a consideration for the Government, whether the office might not be alto-
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gether dispensed with. And he thought the
better arrangement would be to do as was done
at home, namely, make the office honorary,
and confer it upon a gentleman who was willing,
for the distinction, to give his services to the
country. He (Mr. Duffy) would like to know
from the Treasurer what arrangement was proposed to be made about the sanitary station, inasmuch as, on the original Estimates, salaries
for six months only were put down.
The CHAIRMAN observed that until the
amendment was disposed of, any discussion on a.
subsequent item of the vote would be irregular.
,\1r. DUFFY submitted that he was perfectly
in order.
Mr. HEALES saw some difficulty in answering
the question a.fter the rulIng of the Chairman,
whose decision he felt bound to support.
The CHAIRMAN sail he was only acting
in accordance with the new rules of the Imperial
Parliament, which were the rules followed in the
Legislative Assembly; and he interfered principally because the member for Villiers and Heytesbury was a leading member of the House, and
if that. hon. member were allowed to commit an
irregularity, other hon. members would feel
themselves entitled to do likewise.
Mr. DUF~'Y thought It would be convenient,
as the Chairman had put his ruling on the ground
he had done, for the question to be submitted
to the Spp.aker.
Mr. SERVICE considered, if the amendment
had been upon the entire vote, instead of upon
a. particular item of t.he vote, the member for
ViIliers would have been in order.
Mr. PRENDERGASr contended that it was
perfectly impossible for tile committee to discuss
any item in a vote fairly and fully if hon. members had not the means" of referring to other
items.
The CHAIRMAN remarked that, under the
old rules, it was the practice to move an amendment on the whole amount, or to take the items
seriatim. Under the present arrangement, the
whole sum was moved as one vote, and amendments were propo!led on each item separatf'ly,
or on the whole amount, as The case might be. In
his opinion, so long as there was an amendment
on the first item, an hon. member was not in
order in discussing a subsequent item until the
amendment had been disposed of•
.Mr. DUPFY quesIioned the power of the
Chairman to act upon any new rule8 which bad
never been submitted for the approval of the
Hou~e, and called for a decision of the point ex
cathcdrd.
Mr. BRODIE was not quite clear as to what
was the point of order.
Mr. SNODGRA~S observed that the membu
for Yil1ier~ only de~ired to ask a question.
The CHAIR)lA~ said the hon. member could
a,8k a. question, but he could not discuss any
f;ubsequent item of the vote until the opinion of
the committee had been taken on the amendment
to the first item.
!\ir. HEALES observed that the member for
Villiers was correct in saying that the medical
officer at the sanitary station was put down in
the original ElStimates for only six months.
Government were in doubt at first as to whether
they should dispense with the services of the
health officer at Queenschff, or the medical officer
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at the sanitary station; but, during the time
which elapsed between the pUblication of the first
and second Estimates, they caused full inquiries
to be made, and these inquiries had resulted in
the conclusion that the health officer should
remain at Quaenscliff, and should discharge, in
addition to his ordinary duties, the duties of
Custom-house officer, by which arrangement the
services of the ordinary Cu!!tom-house officer
could be dispensed with. With regard to the
sanitary station, the Government were of opinion
that unless it was determined to abolish the
station altogether, it was absolutely necessary that
the institution should be maintained in an efficient
state, so a~ to meet any contingency in the shape
of the arrival of a vessel with di6ease on board.
The Government had accordingly determined
upon recommending the retention of the medical
officer at the sanitary sta.tion.
Mr. WOODS' amendment was then put and
nega.tived.
Mr. HEALES, in reply to a que~tion from the
member for Ripon, explained that the Ralary
of the secreta.ry to the Central Board of Health
had been reduced from £300 to £250, because it
was only a fair reduction as compared with the
other reductions in the Civil Service. lIe consi~
dered, moreover, that £250 was a fair remunera.tion for the labou done.
Mr. HAINES considered that the superintending inspector of the Board of Health and the
health officer at Queenscliff were not suffi·
ciently paid. The duties of both gentlemen
were very onerous.
The first had to ViSIl;
the several municipalit\es, and to travel over
a large portion of the colony, and his position was surrounded by temptations in the
shape of bribe\!. He thought £250 for such
an officer was not sufficient. With regard to
the other offieer, that gentleman was not only
health officer, hut was also police magistrate at
Queenscliff, and the number of cases heard before thfl court of petty sessions at QueenscJiff
exceeded that of many districts the magistrates
of which receiyed a very much higher salary.
This officer was likewise now called upon to discharge the duties of customs-officer. There wa
no person in the public service who ran greater
rillks than the health officer. He was called
'lpon at all times, no matter what might be the
weather, to board vessels; and takin~ this and
the other circnmstances into consideration, hi;j
pay ought not to he lesR than that of a police
ma(!istrate. With these observations, the hon.
member moved that the vote be increa~e,l by
£150, the benefit of such increa~e to be divided
between the superintending inflpector and the
health officer at Queenscliff.
Mr. HEALES thought the hon. member for
Portland left the House under a false impression
when he sa.id the gentleman in question was a
poli('e magistrate.
Mr. MARTLEY. - And so he is.
Mr. llEALES was not aware of it. The gen·
tleman was not a police magistrate, and never
had been. He was a territorial magistrate, and
as such flat on the bench. He (Mr. Heales) had
the authority of the hon. the Attorney-General
to say that, if need be, the gentleman might be
relieved of his magisterial duties, as the Govern·
ment did not wish to interfere with The discharl!e
of his other duties. That gentleman not only
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received £.500 a-year;but he had private practice
as well, and allSo quarters, which were in themselves worth .£200 more a-year. He (Mr. Heales)
thought the g<:lntleman well paid, for when there
was a talk of his removal, he expressed a desire,
not only to remain in office, but to perform more
dutles if required. Those extra duties were imposed, and another officer was removed.
Mr. J. T. SMITH wished to call attention to
the item of salary for the superintending inspector of the Board of 1Iealth, and ask the
Government to compromise the matter by increasing it by £25 instead of £50. Many persons
were well aware that the sum was an inadequate
one for the duties, which were increasing daily
on account of new and enlarging municipalities.
He moved an amendment to the effect that the
amount be £275.
The amendment was put, and negatived. The
amendment of Mr. lIAINES, respecting the same
salary, was also put, and negatived.
Mr. MARTLEY, with reference to the amendment on the salary of the health officer at Queenscliff, would say that he would not have opposed
the resolution but for the increase of duties,
which naturally required a corresponding increase
of remuneration. h had been stated that the
Queenscliff health officer was not a police magistrate, but on looking at the "Votes and Proceedings" of the previous year he found it set
down that the duties of the police magistrate at
Queenschff were to be performetl by the health
officer.
Mr. HEALES.-That does not make him a
police magistrate.
Mr. MARTLEY apprehended that it did. If
there was more work to do, it was unfair if there
were not more wages.
Mr. RIDDELL concurred in the last speaker's
remarks. It appeared that the gentleman in
question at least performed the duties of police
lnagis1rate, and must, therefore, be something
more than a territorial magistrate. The gentleman was an old officer, had underli( one much
hard work, and deserved not to be reduced. The
Governmtlnt could well afford to sublliit to restore
the item to its original amount.
Mr. CARPENTER asked whether there was
to be a stipendiary magistrate appointed if the
gentleman in question were relieved of his duties.
Mr. HEALES.- Certainly not a. stipendiary
ma~istrate.

Mr. CARPE~TER knew that at any rate such
a man would have to be paid, for honorary magistrates put the publ.i.:! to very great inconvenience.
That was the case at Sandhurst, and would be at
Queenf'cliff. If the services of a police magistrate
at Queenscliff were of value they should be paitl
for; if not, the office should be abolished.
lVlr. HEALES had never said that a police
magistrate was not n:quired, but only that if the
present health officer declined to act in that
capacity another person would be appointed.
Those hon. members who said that that gentleman was ready to decline his office were, he (Mr.
Heales) believed, unfairly representing him. He
PIr. Heale!!) had some knowledge of the health
otlicer.'at Queenscliff, and was sure that if he
couid not perform the duties thrul>t upon him he
would give the GovenUntDt due notictl thereof.
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Mr. MYLES did not think the performanlle of
a police magistrate's duties at Queenscliff required payment.
Mr. HAINES, on behalf of the people of
Queenscliff, did not think the duties of a police
magistrate there should be so lightly esteemed.
Besides, it was plain there were other duiies
attached to the office; for in the Statistics of Victoria he found it set forth, with reference to
customs duties, that" these duties are performed
by the health officer." The Government should
either show that a police magistrate was not wanted~
or else provide one.
Mr. L. L. SMITH saw that this was a case
in whiCh it was sought to protect the interests
of a certain gentleman because he had a number of friends in that House. He never found
those hon. members come forward on behalf of
poor mEn.
Mr. CARPENTER denied the statement.
Mr. L. L. SMITH.-I except the hon. member.
Mr. GRANT was ready to say that the health
officer at Queenscliff was not a police, but a territorial, magistrate. Whether he sat or not, however, made little difference, for there was really
little or nothing for him to do.
The amendment of Mr. HAINES was then put,
and negatived, and the original vote agreed to.
LUNATIC ASYLUM.
Mr. VERDON then moved that .£6,4:W be appropriated to the Lunatic Asylum, as follows : Surgeon· superintendent, £550; assistant superintendent and dispenser, £300; clerk and storekeeper, £200; assistant do., £150; matron~
£100; 37 male attendants, at from £85 to £120
per r.nnum, £3,600; 23 female attendants, at
from £36 to £50 per annum, £920; three cooks
(one at £80, and two at £60), £200; two carters
(one at .£80, and one at £65), £145; gardener~
£100; three laundresses (one at ,£40, and two at
£36), £112; gatekeeper, £60.
Mr. BRODlE asked why a reduction of £50
had been made in the first ltem?
Mr. J. T. SMITH, averse as he was to figures,
would give the House some little information on
the subject. In 1854 the surgeon-superintendent
of the LUllatic Asylum received £700 per annum,
the number of bis patients being 149 at the time.
In 1855 this salary was reduced to £600, and
remained so till 1860, when the patients under
his charge numbered 564. In 1861 there were
G44 patients, and now it was sought to reduce the salary to £550. If £700 was a fair
~alary for superintending the Lunatic Asylum
in 1854, what was it worth in 1!;G1? There
had been a principle of reduction introduced
throughout the Estimates, but it seemed to
him to be rather extraordinary that there
should be such a difference in the present vote.
He might be allowed to inform the committee
that, under the management of the present superintendent considerable improvements had been
effected in the institution, and at present there
were 640 patients in the asylum, who were restrained by eight keepers. The system had been
eo much improved that in many cases the only
restraint employed was a glove on tbe hand.
The superintendent was required to have an extraordinary amount of patience and perllt verance,
which the presentufficer possessed. Another fact
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should be remembered, that, the superintendent posi:ion to attend to his duties, but the proposed
was obliged to have lodgings, in order that he reduction was likely to have an opposite effect.
might occasionally retire from the Babel of the
Mr. HOOD, although in favour of retrenchasylum. He thought the present reduction was ment ~enerally, thought the present was not a.
rather a slur upon the services of a gentleman case for reduction, more especially when, as
whose duties were now considerably increased, duperintendent over lunatics, Dr. Bowie only
and he trusted the Government would consent received £550, and the surgeon of the Victoria.,
to add £50 to the amount on the Estimates.
who had charge of a few healthy men, was paid
Mr. HE ALES said the reasons which had been £400.
Mr. PRENDERGAST was opposed to the inurged by the hoo. member for an increase were
the same as had induced the Government to crease, as he thought it should be left to the
make a less reduction than they otherwise would Government to use their discretion in Ruch
have done. The committee should remember matters: ot.herwise a Government was render~d
that the gentleman in question had comfortable useless. lIe would remind the committee that,
in addition to the salary of £550, the gentleman
quarters, fuel, &c., independent of his salary.
Mr. SINCLAIR said the quarters of the su- had fuel, &c.
Mr. BEDLEY said that he had lately visited
perintendent were anything but comfortable, for,
although he had been promised new quarters for the asylum; and upon referring to the Estimates
years they were not yet completed. He should he was surprised to find that the salary-even
support the proposition of the hon. member Mr. the former one-of the superintendent was so
small, in proportion to the duties performed by
Smith.
Mr. BRODIE thought that the rule should be him.
The question of the amendment was then put,
laid down, that the duties of a public servant
and the committee having divided, the numbers
should be some guide for the salary pald to him. wereHe need not say that the office in questIOn reFor the increase
19
quired great care and tact, and the gentleman
Against
21
in question discharged his duties most ably. The
Majority
-2
number of lunatics was on the increase; the
The following is the division-list :disease being mostly proouced by drink in the
first place, and aftElrwards ending in determined
AYES.
Mr. Hood
Mr. Riddell
madness from the unfortunate persons being as· Mr. Amsinck
- Jones
- Sinclair
sociated with other mad persons. He would - Bennett
Dr.
Mac'ldam
Brodie
- Smith. J. T.
suggest that local asylums should be established.
- Carpenter
Mr. Martl6Y
- Smith, L. L.
Mr. J. T. SMITH, in reference to the benefits - Don
- M'LeLIan
- '~ood.
which had resulted from the exertions of the - Frazer
- M:vles
- O'Shanassy
superintendent, stated that a large revenue was - Hedley
derived from his having employed the patients
NOES.
Mr.Oreeved
Mr. Loader
in gardening and other healthful and profitable Hr. Brooke
Chapman
Haines
- Mackintosh
pursuits.
- Heales
- Nicholson
Mr. L. L. SMITH made some reference to the -- Donald
Firehrace
Howard
- Prendergast
frequent escapes of lunatics from the asylum.
- Foott
- Humtrray
- Service
Mr. J. T. SMITH said that the building had - Francis
- King
- Verdon
- Levi
- Woods.
not originally been intended for so large a number - Grant
()f patients, and the accommodation was therefore
The vote for £6,437 was then agreed to.
very bad indeed. It was true that some few perTHE PUBLIC LIBRARY.
sons had escaped, but, with one exception, they
had all been captured.
Mr. VERDON next moved that a sum of
Mr. A\1SI~CK was in favo~r of the prop~si- I £1,645 be granted for the use of the Public
tion for the increase, as the ~utles of the supenn- Library, viz. :-The librarian, including £100
tendent had been greatly Increased. In many in lieu of residence, £550; the sub-librarian, £270 ;
eases there was increased pay where there were clerk and housekeeper, £225; four atttmdltlltll
increased dutiefl, but the present appearej to be at £150, £600.
'
an exeeption. He trusted the Government would
Mr. DON called attention to the fact that there
not offer any further objection.
were some very valuable books lying in the library,
Mr. L. L. SMITH said that the gentleman in locked up in boxes for want of proper accommoquestion gave a variety of entertainments which dation for medical and other professional stuwere paid for out of his own pocket.
dents.' The books were very valuable, but could
Mr. MYLES thought the present w~ an excep- not be left open to the general public.
Mr. VERrON saId inqulfies would be made,
tional ca.se ; and expressed himself ,m.favour of
the increased amount.
and, if possible, the evil remedied. (Ilear.)
Mr. BRODIE moved that the item be inMr. WOOD asked if there had been any corcreased by £50.
respondence between the trustees and the GoMr. HEALES must object, as he did not see vernment?
how the principles of rt:trenchment could be
Mr. HEALES said, not since the Government
carried out if the House went on making excep- came into office.
tional cases. As he had before remarked, unless
The vote was then agreed to.
the Government had taken the increased duties
SHORTHAND· WRITER.
of the supenntendent in question, the sum would
have been still further reduced.
Mr. VERDON moved a vote of £2,050 for the
Mr. J. T. SMITH thought every spur should shorthand· writer's department, viz. : -Shorthandbe otft:red to a. ~entleman in such an important writer, £700; assistant, £600; clerk. qualified to
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act as assistant, .£.'300; clerk, £200 ; articled clerk,
£150; meR.~enger. £100.
Mr. WOOD:3 said he observed that the shorthand·writer was now practising as a barrister.
lIe should like to know if that was allowable to a
gentleman of £700 a year?
Mr. GRANT said he understood this gentleman did practiRe his profeRsion, but 110 far as he
knew, his business had hitherto been very
limited. (Lau~hter.)
Mr. WOODS was aware of one occasion on
which this gentleman was praC 1 isin~ for some
two or three hours in the forenoon, while his
office hours were from 9 o'clock. He thought
a gentleman ought to be one thinll or the other
(hear), either a civil servant, or a barrister, a.nd
unless some sa.tisfactoryexplanation were given
he would move that the hem be struck out.
("Oh.")
Mr. HOOD said the duties of a shorthandwriter were of a kind totally different from those
of any other civil servant. (Ht'ar.) It was
known to most hone members that during last
session, when t.here were a great number of committees sitting, these gentlemen had frequently
to work, not from 9 to 4, bu~ from 9 in the
morning until a late hour the following morning.
It appeared to him that if it did not interfere
with the discharge of his public business, they
ought not to prevent this gentleman's practising
as a barrister.
Mr. WOODS had taken the matter up 'on
principle, dond though quite willing to acknowledge tho admirable ma.nner in which this gentleman performed his duties, he still thought they
ought t.o know if the civil servants were to be
allowed to Impplement their salaries by practising
a profession, and if so wht're the limit was to be
drawn. At the present moment the chief archi·
tect, Mr. Wardell, was prohibited from giving
plans of churches or public buildings, even gratuitol18lr· He thought some definite rule ought
to be laid down on the subject. (Hear.)
Mr. SISOLAIR would ask whether this gentleman Was ever absent from his duties; as, if
not, ~e should not be interfered with. (Hear.)
To hIS Own knowledge this gentl€man attended
most closely to his duties last session, working
often till midnight.
.Mr. HEALES sa.id, during the last four years
thIS department had been almost self-supporting.
In tM year 18,1',7 the departmental expense!! were
£2,155, .nd the work performed, estimated at
IlngliBh prices, amounted to £2,214. In 1858 the
figures were £2,116 against £1,719. In 1859 the
sums were £1,761 agoa,mst £1,152, and in 1860f
£2,128 against £2,000. It therefore appeared
the del'artment WIUI nearly self-supporting.
(Hear.) There was I his question involved, however
-namely, whether the civil servants should be
allowed to follow their proft·ssions for their private adv.ntage. No difficulty on that score had
arisen yet in this department, but no doubt
it might arise
at any moment.
The
shorthand-writers had GO perform almost double
duty, taking notes in the day and writing
out at nig-ht, and were therefore entitled to some
consideration; but doubtless, if it were permitted
in this instance, it would be difficult to say where
it would stop. (Hear, hear.) He knew that Mr.
Wardell had been under this prohibition, and
complained of not being able to give plans even

gratuitollsly.
Mr. L. L. SMITH.-The chief medical officer
is allowed to practise.
lUr. HOJD asked how it was the Crown
Solicitor was allowed to practise?
Mr. GRANT said the Crown Solicitor did not
at all come under this category. He was a professional man, and stood in a very different
positlOn from ordinary civil servants. (Hear.)
Mr. VERDON bore testimony to the correct
manner in which the shorthand-writer had performed his functions.
Mr. WOODS pressed for a recognition of the
principle, and, in order to test it, would move
that the item be struck out. (" Oh, oh.") Well,
he would move that it be reduced to £350 for
six month!!. (r< Oh.")
The amendment was put, and negatived.
Mr. WOODS agam asked what was to be the
rule with regard to civil servants in future?
Mr. HEALES said, already a departmental
order had been made in one department, prohibiting civil servants from practising in their
professions, and he though' it would be only right
to extend that order to the other dep&rtments.
(Hear, hear.)
Mr. HOOD asked, whether professors of the
university would be included in these departmental orders ?
Mr. PRENDERGAST considered that it
would be monstrous to allow the shorthand
writer to practise as a barrister, when objection
was taken to the reception of fees by the La.w
Offieers of the Crown.
Mr. MACKINrOSH proposed that the salary
of the shorthand writer be reduced £LOO, and
that a simila.r reduction should be ma.de in the
salary of the assistant shorthand writer.
The amendments were accordingly negatived.
THE EDUCATION VOTE.

Mr. VERDON, in moving that the Chairman
report progress, intimaled that he would take
the education vote next evening.
The motion was agreed to, and the House resumed, when the Chairman reported prol{1'ess,
and obtained leave to sit again.
TRADE MA.RKS BILL.

The second reading of this bill was postponed
until Tuesday next.
STATE AID TO RELIGION ABOLITION BILL.

The order of the day for the resumption of the
debate on the second reading of this bill was
postponed until Tuesday next.
GOLD EXPORT DUTY.

On the order of the day for the resumption of
the debate on Mr. LEVI'S motion for the abolition
of the gold export duty,
Mr. LEVI moved that this order of the day be
postponed until Thursday, and take precedeu(Je
on that day.
Mr. BENNETT objected to the question taking
precedence.
Mr. HEALES said the Government had no objection to the motion taking precedence on Thursday, but they could not give up a Governmpnt
night for its discussion. They had already pledged
themsEllves to bl"lng forward very important qUl::stions on two nights next week.
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After some further discussion, it was agreed bel' who had charge of it. He should support the
that the order of the day should be postponed motion.
until Thursday.
The motion for the postponement till Thursday
PAYMENT OF MEMBERi'> BILL.
next was then put, and the House divided, with
Mr. BRODIE moved'. that the order of the day the following result :for the further consideration of this subject in
~~
W
committee be postponed until Thursday.
No~
7
Mr. WOOD proposed, as an amendment, that
the question be postponed for six months.
Majority against the postponement
(Laughter.)
for six months ...
Dr. MACADAM t.rusted the amendment would
The
division-list
was as follows : not be pressed.
AYES.
Mr. SERVICE thought the pressing of the
1I1r. Francis
Kr. Myles
amendment would only be meeting the views of 1111' Amsinck
- Brlldie
- Grant
- Ridden
hon. gentlemen who introduced the bill.
- Broolte
- Rea.le~
- Smith, L. L.
Mr. BRODIE contended that the hon. member - Cbapmau
-Humffray
- Verdon
bad no right to say this, and protested against so - Don
- Jones
- Wilkie
- Loader
disreputable a style of dealing with the question. - Donald
-_Woods.
- Foott.
Dr. Macadam
(Cries of " Oh.")
Mr. JONES opposed the bill, but thought a
NOES.
postponement of a bill for six months, in the ab- Mr. Bennett
Mr. Levi
Mr. Service
sence of the hon. member who bad charge of it, - Frazer
- Nicholson
- Wood.
- Howard
was somewhat unfair.
The remainder of the busineFls on the paper
Mr. HO WARD reminded the House that tbis
was the second time the order of the day had was then postponed, and the House adjourned a
been called on in the absence of the hon. mem- half-past 11 o'clock.

FORTY-NINTH DAY-\VEDNESDAY, APRIL 10, lRG1.
reference to the hon. and learned member for
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.
The SPEAKER took the chair at half-past 4 the Avoca and the steamship Victoria, wished to
say
that that hon. member had informed him
o'clock.
that he never was on board the vessel in his life,
THE ELECTIONS COMMITTEE.
and, so far as he knew, she had never been in
The SPEAKER announced that he had re- New Zealand until recently. Under these circeived the resignation of Mr. Firebrace, as a cumstances, he begged to withdraw what he sai,!
member of the Elections and Qualifieations Com- on the previous eyening-. and to state that he meant
mittee; anu he had to acquaint the House that no reflection on Dr. EvanFl of improperly usinl.{
he had appointed Mr. Gatty J ones in the room his authority, either as a Cabinet Minister or in
of the hon. member.
any other capacity.
Dr. EV ANS was absent, from illness, the preRETURNS.
The SPEA KER said he had received returns violls evening, or he should have had an opportunity
of explainin~ at the time. He never was
of the number of police magistrates, wi, h the
dates of their appointments, thelr salaries, &c., on board the Victoria in his life, and he hoped
in pllr~uance of notice given by the hon. member hon. members would be more cautious in making
statements in future which might b@ pilitJul to
for Collingwood ph. Don).
others.
PETITION AGAINST MR. RUTLEDGE.

The SPEAKER announced that he had received
a petition from the HOll Richard Da.vies In~land,
against the return of WilJiam Rutledge, Esq., as
member for VilIiers and Heytesbury. The necessary amount of money had been lodged by the
petitioner. and the petitIOn would be referred to
the Elections Committee.
RAILW AY ACCOMMODATION.

Mr. SIN CLAIR gave notice that, on Tuesday
next, he would ask the Commissioner of Public
Work~, whether the present accommodation at
Spencer· street station was sufficient for the passenger and goods traffic?
DR. EV ANS AND THE VICTORIA.

Mr. PRE~DERGAST, referring to some observations he had made on the previous night, in

SALARIES AND WAGES.

Mr. VERDON gaye notice that, on Friday
next, he would ask for authority to pay the
current salaries and wages out of the balance
of the £300,000 already granted.
NOTICE OF MOTION.

Mr. EMBLING gave notice that, on Friday, he
would ask the Chief Secretary a. question; but,
although several hon. members cried out" Speak
up," the hon. member read in so Iowa tone that
no portion of the question reached the gallery.
RAILWAY PLANT.

Mr. WOODS gave notice that, on Friday, he
wOllld ask the hon. the Commissioner of Public
Works, whether any steps had been taken by the
Government to have a full supply of carriages, in
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anticipation of the opening of the line of railway
to Ball ..rat?
STATE OF THE RAILWAY ACCOUNTS.

Mr. AMSINCK called the attention of the
House to the report of the Commissioners of
Audit of the 16th November, 1860, laid on the
table on the 4th January last; and asked the
hone the Commissioner of Public Works, in what
state the Railway accounts now are, and what
remedy was being applied to the evil complained
of by the Commissioners of Audit? The hone
gentleman who at preseut represented this
depa.tment had taken office so recently, that
he might not be aware of all the evils that
would arise from the present system. He did
not wish to impute to any peNons that an improper mode of payment had taken place; but
he thought it could hardly be imagined that already this country had paid upwards of five millions of money on Railway accounts, and that
there were no books to state what those accounts
were•. (Mr. Grant.- H Yes." "Hear, hear."
As he understood,l there were accountants now
employed making up the accounts, and placing
them in the books.
He believed, however
that the accounts were in that fragmentary
state, that it would be hardly possible to
put them in a state of correctness at all.
The Audit Commissioners stated this was
the third occasion on which they examined
the Railway accounts, and found them as he
stated. This country was entitled to borrow
eight millions of money, and with that they were
o form a line of railway from Melbourne to
Echuca. on the River Murray. Last .year the
Geelong line was bought, and the result was
that out of the loan it would be utterly impossible
to carry the line from Sandhurst to Echuca.
AccordIng to the act, every year an account
ought to be laia before the House in the month
of ~'ebruary, showing the amount required for
the enslling year-Mr. QRA~T.-~o. Not the money required
for the enSUIng year, but the amount expended
during the past year. (Hear.)
Mr. DUFFY.-And the money required for
the ensulDg year.
Mr. AMSINCR continued.--The country had
now expended upwards of five millions. They
had realized on debentures £4 400000. They
required £1,500,000 more fo~ the Mount
Ale~ander line, together wit h £242,000 for
statlOns on that line, and £619,000 for
the. Ballarat line, with £13~,000 for stations.
TheIr whole present expenditure would amount
to £7,644,484. The whole amount they were
originally entitled to borrow would scarcely cover
those lines; and he contended it was the duty of
the Government to come down a.nd give an explanation to the country. The railways in this colony
had cost on an average £49,000 a mile, or about
£16,000 a mile more than the average in England.
(Mr. Grant.-- H No, no.") The Geelong line cost
£23,000 a mile, whereas the Williamstown cost
£80,000. In his opinion, this was too great an
expenditure for a young country. It was understood that the Government were about to lease
these lines, but he was opposed to any leasing
until they really knew what the lines were worth.
These were all questions he thought the Govern.
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ment ought to answer, and he should be happy to
hear he was in error as to the a.mounts.
Mr. GRANT regretted that the hone and gallant member should have taken advantage of
the terms of this question to make a speech
founded on fallacious data. (Hear.) He thought
he had a right to call upon the hone member to
show how he adduced the figures he had just
read to the House; because in hiR (Mr. Grant's)
position, as head of this department, he begged
leave to question the whole of them. (tJear
hear.) When the proper time arrived he should
be quite prepared to show that the figures quoted
by the hon. and gallant member were quite unfounded. (Hear, hear.) He was quite sure the
hon. member did not desire unnecessarily to
damage the credit of this country at home, or to
depreciate the value of their debentures; but he
thought the slightest reflection would show the
hone and gallant member that hisobeservationsif, indeed,any weight were attached to them-mIght
have that effect. (Hear.) He thought the hone
member's own good sense ought to have suggested to him the propriety of at all events
waiting until the report of the Government was
laid upon the table; and he might 8ay that tbat
report would have been laid on the table in
February last were it not for the confusion that
arose in the Railway accounts a year ago-a confusion for which the present Ministry were not
in the slightest degree responsible. (Hear, hear.)
He was sure that the hone member's own sense
of what was due to this country, and to the
holders of our debentures at home, ought to have
made him pause before he adduced certain
figures before that House which he was not in a
position to prove were accurate. He defied the
hone and gallant member to show that these
figures were accurate. (Hear, hear.) Had the
hone member waited a short time until the report
was placed on the table of the House, he
could then make his statement; but as it
was, he thought the hone member could scarcely
have paid that attention to the report of the
Audit Commissioners he would lead the IIouse to
believe he had. Had the hone member done 80,
he would have found that his question was
answered in the 4th cJause of the report of the
2ud January last, in which the report of the 16th
~ovember was reviewed, viz. :_H In a former
report to Parliament we made a brief allUSIOn to
the then unsar,isfactory state of the Railway
accounts, referring to a more copious explanation of our view8 given in the reports
we had made upon the subject to the
Treasurer. We at that time had reasons
for believing that measures were about to
be adopted for improving the system and
placing the accounts of this important department upon a sound and satisfactory basis. Up
to the date of our last lDspection, however, no
such measures had been carried out, at least with
any visible effect; but upon making our report of
16th November, 1860, of which a copy is attached,
the then Minister, Mr. Pyke, at once adopted its
most important suggestions. Accountants have
now been appointed, lists of btores, plant, and
material have been prepared, and an accurate
account in detail is being taken of the stock
in hand, including the portion remaiDlng
in the hands of the Railway department.
as well as that ,ecently handed over to
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the charge of the Government storekeeper."
That was the answer to the question of the reemher for West Bourke, and, he thought, ought to
be a satisfactory aUl\wer to the House. (Hear,
hear.) He might state further, tha.t since the
date of the Audit Commissioners' report account·
ants had heen busily engaged in going over the
whole of the transa.ctions of the Railway department from the time the first expenditure was
incurred, and a report from these ~entlemen
might be expected very shortly. Two of the
gentlemen so employed were two of the
II.blest accountants in the colony. There might
possibly be a slight confusion in the ac·
COUtlts, but this would not in the slightest degree
II.ffect those who had had charge of the accounts.
He could state publicly that every shilling which
had been spent of tte public money could be
accounted for. (Hear, hear.) True, a great deal
of the expenditure had been lavish, but neither
the present nor the late GoveTnment was responlOible for that. (Hear, hear.) And he believed
that the liMs were such as would do credit to
any country. According to what he could gliother
from the most competent engineers, the lines
were as well constructed as any in the world,
with the exception, perhaps, of the Geelong and
Melbourne Railway, and this, he understood
from the engineer-in-chlef, Mr. Higinbotham,
would prove the most expensive line in the
whole country. He believed it would cost
£250,000 to cobble up that line. To put it on
the same footmg as the Government lines, it
would cost double that sum. Perhaps, however,
the member for West Bourke was bidding for the
Comwisl'lionership of Railways. (Laughter.) lIe
had a fear that the hone and gallant member's
quer.tion would take a shape which he could
scarcely understand, and, therefore, he had requested Mr. Hi~inbotham to furnish him a report
as to the cost of the lines. That report had just
been placed in his hands. It showed him that
the C08t per nllle of the ~'00t8cray and Sandhurst
l{.ailway, includin/{ stations and rolling· stock, was
£45,000; and of the Geelong and Ballarat line,
£35,000. The latter, he thought, would contrast
very favourably with the cheapest lines in England-where the averal!'t\ was somethmg like
£32,000 per mile,-paniculariy when they took
into account the price of labour.
Mr. GREEVES.-Does that su.n include the
viaduct?
Mr. GRANT.-Yes. (Hear, hear.) The cost
to the Government of the Getlong and Melbourne Railway, from the Junction, as a single
line, and including repairs which were absolutely
nece"sary, would 00£26,000 per mIle. (A Voice. "It runs over a dead level.") These were the
opinion of the engineer-in· chief, which he begged
to put aga.inst the opinion of the member for
West Bourke. He was sorry that the hone and
ga.lla.nt member, perhaps unintentionally, had
put forward statements which were calculaced m
some degree to damage the credit of this country. He (Mr. Grant) hoped those statements
would not have such an effect, and that it would
be understood that the memoer for West Bourke
did not speak from authority. (Hear, hear.) He
thought it would have been wiser and more
pa..rio,ic on the part of the hone and galla.nt
member if he had allowed the matter to remain
over ulltil the rellon fur the year WW Imu U';Ull

[SESSIOK

H.

laid on the table. (Hear, hear.) That document
was all but complete, and he hoped in the course
of a few days to present it to the House. U util
then, he asked hone !llembers to suspend
any opinion they might entertain on the
subject. (Hear, hear.) With regard to the
leasing of the lines, he believed that when
the present Ministry assumed office they
announced themselves favourable to such a proceeding. The leasing of the lines might be a
wise and judlcious step, but the question had not;
been entertained by the Government since he
had been a Minister, and nothio/{ had as yet been
decided. It was possible that the lines might
be leased on a principle which would be advantageous to the country and the lessees, and, at
the same time, sati~factory to the House. He
thought it possible to hit on a scheme of the kind.
(Cl No, no," from Mr. IIoward.) At all events,
when the Government determined upon leasing
t.he lines, they would come down with a proper
scheme to the House. (Hear, hear.) He had
nothing further to add, beyond an expression CIf
regret that the member for West Bourke should
have thought proper, at this particular stage of
the proceedings, and in this form, to put forward the figures he had done. (Hear, hear.)
Mr. AMSI~CK said he had founded his statements Oll a return which had been laid upon t.he
table by the hone Commissioner himlSelf. (Cries
of ., Order.")
WARDENS AT MOUNTAIN CREEK.

Mr. WOODS asked the Commi~sioner of
Mines, whtlther there WM any precedent on the
records of the colony for leaving so large a population as that of Red Bank, Mountain Creek, &c.,
so long without a resident warden? Whether it
was the intention of the Government to appoint
a warden to that district? And, thirdly, how many
wardem! had threatened to reRign rather than
proceed to the above-named dig~ings, and wha&
were their names?
~lr. HU .\1FFRA Y said, in answer to the first
question, that there were no records of the kind
to consult. (Laughter.) Mr. Warden Horne
had been directed to proceed to Red Bank. Mr.
Warden Smith was appointed, but he declined to
leave Castlemaine, not that he had any "pecial
objection to Red Bank, but for private reasons.
Mr. PYKE gave notice that, on Frida.y, he
should move for the production of all papers and
correl'pondence relatlUg to the removal of Mr.
Warden Smith from the Government service.
THE GOVERNOR'S SALARY.

Mr. STEPHEN gave notice thR.t, on Friday,
he should ask for leave to bring in a bill to fix
the Ilalary and allowances to the future Governors
of Victofla. The notice lapsed the previous
night in consequence of his absence.
THE WILLIAMSTOWN WORKSHOPS.

Mr. L. L. SMITH intImated that, n.,xt day, he
should Mk the Commissioner of Public Works,
why the foundations of these shops were allowed
to remain in their present condition? and whether the Government intended to proceed with
the erection of the buildings?
TilE OFFICIALS IN PARLIAMENT ACT.

Mr. HOWARD inquired, what action the GoVdrnlDcnt intl'nued tu take with regard to the
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bill for amending the Offioia.ls in Parliament Act,
rtlturned by the Legislative Council?
Mr. HEALES said, in consequence of the
course taken by the Legi!llative Council, the
object sought by the introduction of the measure
could not be attained, and the Government,
therefore, had no further interest in the bill.
Mr. HOW ARD subsequently gave notice that,
on Friday, he should move that the mesllage
from the Le~islative Council, returning the bill,
be taken into considera.tion.
COMMUTATION OF SENTENCE.

Mr. MARTLEY asked the Chief Secretary,
whether a. pardon had been granted to a person
named Mulholland, undergoing a sentAnce of
imprisonment upon a conviction for embezzle·
ment?
Mr. HE ALES said no pardon had been granted
-only a ticket·of·l~ave.
Mr. MARTLEY was under the impression that
the ticketrof·leave system in the colony had been
abolished. (Cries of " Order.")
BUSINESS LICENCES AT PLEASANT CREEK.

Mr. WOODS postponed until Friday his series
of questions to the Chid Secretary, in reference
to the conduct of Mr. Wllson, superintendent of
police, in the matter of the collection of busines3
licences at Pleasant Creek.
PAPERS.

Mr. LOADER presented tonnage returns for
Geelong, Salo.dridge, and Williamstown for the
last five years.
Mr. HEALES presented a copy of the corre
flpondence which had taken place between the
Governm"nt and the Denominational School
Board.
Mr. BEtOOKE brought up a proclamation revoking the farmers' commons at Moorabbin and
Mordialloc, and substituting others in heu
thereof; also a copy of corrtlspondence which
had taken place bel ween the Department of Land
and Works and the Newstead Road Board.
Mr. LOADER produced a copy of the despatch
from the S~cretary of Stat~ for the Colonies,
accompan~iIlg 8 copy of the Treaty of Commerce
betw~en Great Britain and ~'rance.
QUARANTINE ARRANGEMENTS.

Mr. El\1BLING gave notice that, on an early
day. he should move that the system of quaran·
tine do cease and determine; that sanitary
regulations be instituted in lieu thereof, such
regulations to provide for the affording assistance
to emergent cases, and for the infliction of penalties on officers in command of ships who may
bring vessels into port in a foul condition; and
that In all other respects passengers and crews,
cargoes and ships. shall be free of let or hin
drance.

Mr. GRANT replied, in
date.

I/o

week from that

THE SHIPPING TEL EGRAMS.

Mr. SERVICE asked the Commissioner of
Trade and Customs, what was the estimat~d
~aving on actual outlay by th", stoppage of the
shipping telegrams?
Mr. LOADER said the question, put in this
form, was very difficult to answer. (Lau~hter.)
Ther", was no actual savmg in money by the stoppage of these telegrams, but there was a considerable saving in time-fully one·tenth of the
whole time of the departmt:nt. The shipping
information last year formed one·tenth of the
whole of the business of the Telegraph·office ; and
this shipping information being now withheld,
the department was relitlved from that amount
of work.
Mr. SERVICE 8.- ked, what benefit was it sup·
posed that the public a.t large derived from this
great convenience given to the department? Is
the number of the servants of the department to
be decreased?
Mr. LOADER denied that there was any incon·
venience to the public from the stoppage of these
telegr~ms. (Cries of "Oh.") The public could
obtain their information as before, with the differ·
ence that now they had to ray for that which
they formerly had for nothing. (Laughter, and
.. Ilear, hear.") It was not competent for the
Government to make any reduction in the staff of
Tele!!raph officers, and a reduction was never contemplated. The object of the Government in
making these alterations was to enable the public
to have the proper use of the lines-that theIr
messages and t he replies to tbem should be
transmitted properly, instead of being delayed
while shipping information was forwarded free.
(Hear, hear.) Rethought the member for Ripon
was as well acquainted with the circumstances as
he was. This was proved by the way in which
the question wa.s framed, hitting as it did the
only weak point, which, he admitted, appeared a
weak point until explained as he had explained
it. (Laughter.)
Mr. ~'~ANCIS.-And is so still.
Mr. LOADER.-No inconvenience whatever
has attended the new arrangement.
Mr. ~'RANCI8.-And no t;conomy. (Hear,
hear.)
Mr. BNODGRASS subsequently jZave notice
that, next day, he IIhould atik the Commissioner of
Trade and Customs, what. was the gain estimated
on actua.l outlay by the stoppage of the shipping
tdegraws?
Q

THE YAN YEAN TRAMWAY.

Mr. DON gave notice that, on Friday, he
should ask the Commllst;ioner of Public Work!:!,
whether the Yan Y~aIl tramway had been le;u,ed;
and, if so, for what ptriod, at what rental, to
THE TRANSMISSION OF GUNPOWDER BY RAIL- whom, and subject to what conditions? What was
WAY.
the estimated cost of repairing it efficiently for
Mr. SERVICE inquired when the Railway de- general traffic; and whether (in the event of the
lease,
if any, being cancelled) the Government
partment would be in a position to take delivery
of gunpowder for tran!1mi8~ion to Ihe various ha.d any intention of repairing the tramway, anti
stations on the Victorian lines? Gunpowder was making it available for public convenience, and
at present sent in cases and hogsheads, and mer- for the conveyance of produce from the agriculchants \\ ho would not consent to do 80 were tural districts of Prel>ton, Epping, Yan Yean,
a.nd Lbe Plenty ?
losing their tzaJe.
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THE MELBOURNE CEMETERY.
regard to situation, extent, or mode of construe--Dr. MACADAM asked if the Chief Secretary tion?
had any objectioB to lay upon the table the
A CONVICT AT LARGE.
annual report of the tru~tees of the Melbourne
Mr. MICHIE notified that, next da.y, he should
General Cemetery for 1860?
ask the Uhief ~ecretary, whether the Government
Mr. HEALES said no report had been received were aware that a person convicted lIeveral years
from the trustees; only an abstract of the ac· back of embezzlement whilst in the Government
counts for 1860, which had already been published service, and lately sentenced at the Gtlneral Sesin the Government Gazette.
sions of Melbourne to two years' imprIsonment,
for obtaining money under false pretences, was
THE OVENS WATER RIGHTS COMMISSION.
now at large; and if so, under what circumMr. DONALD gave notice that, next day, he stances, the conviction not having been set
would ask, if the Government had determined as aside?
to what action they would take with regard to
DISTRICT INSOLVENT COURTS.
this report?
Mr. GRANT moved for leave to bring in a bill
THE SANDRIDGE FISHERMEN.
to establish district insolvent courts. Hon.
Mr. L. L. S)UTH gave notice tha', next day, members, he observed, were aware that petitions
he should ask the Commissioner of Lands and had been, from time to time, presented to the
Survey, whether it was a fact that a number of .House from leading towns in the interior for the
fishermen located at Sa.ndridge were removed establishment of local insolvent courts, and he
from their residence to make room for the Pen m- believed that these courts had been prosula.r and Oriental Steam Navigation Company, mised by successive Governments for some
and that a piece of land was surveyed for them, time past (hear, hear), but from some
called a fishing village, and that they were then legal and, perhaps, financial difficulty they
promised that their residence-fees should not be had not yet been established. (Hear, hear. )
enforced; and why, after this promise, the police The time was come in which justice might be
were prosecuting these men for arrears for oc- done to those districts which were in his opinion
cupying the land so allotted?
as much entitled to local insolvency courts as
they were to courts of mines or county courts.
RE GILL, A PRISONER.
Dr. EV ANS intimated that, next day, he should It was now proposed to establish local insolvent
move the resolution whlCh stood in his name courts in Ballarat, Sandhurst, Castlemaine,
the previous night, and which lapsed in conse- Beechworth, and in sucb other places as might be
quence of his unavoidable absence, callin~ for considered entitled to them. Geelong had already
tha production of all correspondence and docu- its local court. It being perfectly unnecessary
ments relating to the discharge of a person named for him to say anything furtherl he should leave
Gill from imprisonment, after undergoing three all discussion till the second reaaing.
Mr. BROOKl:!l seconded the motion.
or four months' confinement, in lieu of two years',
Mr. WOOD apprehended that there was no
to which he was sentenced.
doubt whatever of the advisabihty of introducing
THE POLICE PAY.
a blll of this kind; but, at the same time, he
Mr. DONALD gave notice that, on the follow- might say this was a very poor measure to
ing day, he should ask, whether it was true that emanate from the Government. A bill dealthe police in the Ovens district had not yet re- ing with this subject had been promised
ceived their pay for the months of February and for several sessions, and several members
of the late Government, including himself, Mr.
March last?
Fellows, :Mr. M'Culloch, and others, ga.ve instrucCOPIES OF THE STATUTES FOR MEMBERS OF
tions to a. gentleman perfectly qualified to do so,
PARLIAMENT.
to draw up a bill upon the whole suhject of mMr. HEALES observed, with reference to the solvency. That bill had been prepared, and,
promise made by him a few weeks since, to the though he did not ask tbe Governmont to a~ree
effect that those hone members who had not re- with everyone of its details, he hoped they would
ct:ived copies of the statutes of the colony should strike out such as were objectionable, modifying
receive them without further delay, he had to it to their views, and bring it forward instead of
state that no proper record appeared to have been the present measure. The subject was not so
kept of the gentlemen who had receiverl them up easily dealt with as might seem to some hone
to this time. Under these circumstances, he members. Some time Nince, the hon. member
must request those hone members who had not for Collingwood brought in a bill containing a few
received the statutes to give in their names to the sections; but as it passed ihrough the House,
it so grew by degrees that in the end It became a
Government printer. (Hear, hear.)
most comprehenlOive measure, and he was afraid
THE STATISTICS FOR 1860.
that any bill emanating from the Government
Mr. CHAP .\fAN gave notice that, next day, would have to undergo the same process. It
he would ask, when the statistics for 1860 would would be much better if a proper bill was brought
be published by the registrar-general?
forward in the first inlitance. At preflent there was
a local insolvency coun in Geelong; but there
YARRA BEND LUNATIC ASYLUM.
the difficulties attending sucb a measure as that
Mr. HEDLEY gave notice that, on .l!'riday, he proposed to be brought before the House would
should ask the CommissioBer of Public Works, by not be felt in tbe same way as at Balla.rat or
whom the day yards at this establishment were Castlemaine, and for this reason. When an inplanned, and whether the a.dvice of any medical solvency case came oefore the Geelong Court,
ma.n was taken as to their BUltablcchara.cter, with tht; probability was tha.t almost all the ere·
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ditors in number and value would be found '
to reside there, that being one of the ports
of the colony; but such was by no means
the case in the up-couatry districts. There
it would be found that, though the majority in number of an insolvent's creditors might
reside on the spot, yet their debts would only be
for trifling sums, such as £10 or £20; but the
majority in value would re~ide in Melbourne or
Geelong, those being the places from whlCh the
bulk of the insolvent's goods would have been
supplied. This fact at once showed the necessity
for some comprllhensive scheme; and it would
be much better for the Government to dela.y for a
few weeks, in order to look over the bill to which
he had referred.
Mr. STEPHEN could confirm the statement
of the hon. member for Beechworth in respect to
his (Mr. Stephen's) own bill, Which, while passing through that House, was expanded to four
times its bulk. The only thing to be done was,
in his opinion, to override the present insolvency
law altogether, by introducing a comprehensive
scheme, as had just been sugl;ested. His own
bill, he would remark, passed the Assembly, but
was thrown out by the Upper House, because it
was btllieved that a larger measllre would soon be
introduced, and it was not desirable to legislate
by piecemeal.
Mr. SERVICE, as one of that clasR ofthecommunity most interested by such a bill, would
support a new measure on this subject most
earnestly, and felt assured that the House
and the country would think it could not be
in better hands than the present, considering the
large experience that hon. member had in the
matter.
He trusted, however, that that hon.
member would adopt the suggestion of the hon.
member for the Ovens, and look over the bill
which had been already prepared, modifying it
to meet his own views in such way as he might
deem fit.
Mr. PRENDERGAST thought it a most unreasonable course to form judgement on a bill
not before the House. He trusted the first readin!! wOl'ld be assented to.
Mr. SERVICE for one would not oppose the
first reading.
.
Mr. PR~NDERGAST had understood that
the hon. members who had spok<m were about
to oppose the motion. (" No, no.")
Mr. G RANT was indebted to the hon. member
for Beechworth for his suggestion. When the
matter had been brought before him at Ballarat
that idea had forcibly struck him. Every mer·
cantile member of the House must know that the
present insolvency law was not a good one, and
he was perfectly satisfied it was the duty of the
Legislature and Government to attend to the
subject as soon as possible. His impression was,
however, that, as the insolvency laws were as
much complained of in England as here, before any new and comprehensive scheme was
introduced, hon. members should wait till an
improved law had been adopted by the English
Parliament-the adva.ntage of which course would
be very plain. He had urged these reasons to
the gentlemen who waited on him at Ballarat,
and they had expressed themselves as perfectly
satisfied to wait if a. temporary measure only
were brought in, for though they lost so much
by the present system, they would willingly put up

with the defects of the existing law if only it
could be administered on the spot. It would not,
therefore, in his opinion, be wise to a.lter the
present law till some further legislation had taken
place in England, and for this reason he hoped
to be allowed to go on with his bill. He would
not offer any opposition to the introduction of a.
new insolvency law it he saw any chance of the
bill passing this session.
Mr. MARTLEY reminded the Commissioner of
Public Works that the bill alluded to by the hon.
member for Beechworth had been brought into
the English Parliament during its last session by
Sir Richard BethelI, and had nearly passed through
committee when the session terminated. That
bill had been gone through very carefully by
several members of the late Government, and
then ha.nded over to a gentleman whose capa·
bility to deal with such a subject every hon.
member would acknowledge. That being the
case he could not see what the House had to gain
by legislating piecemeal.
The motion was then put and carried. The
bill was brou~ht up by Mr. Grant and Mr. Brooke,
read a first time, and the second reading fixed
for Wednesday next.
SUPPLY.
The resolutions already passed in Committee of
Supply were then reported.
Mr. DONALD, before the report was a.greed
to, would be glad if the Chief Secretary would
explain why, in the vote for the gaols and prisons,
the senior turnkeys' salaries were fixed at £200
a-year, and those of the chief warders in the
penal department at £250 a-year. He believed
the duties were the same, and the Civil Service
Commission had advised that both offices should
be classed in the same category.
Mr. HE ALES could only give the explanation
that, although the duties might appear to be
similar, the senior warders had by far the most
responsible and arduous office.
The report was then adopted.
COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY.

The next order of the day, viz., that the
House go into Committee of Supply, was ~hen
called on.
EXPORT DUTY ON GOLD.

Mr. LEVI desired, before the House went
into committee, to move that the order of the
day for the resumption of the debate upon his
motion for the aholition of the gold export duty,
take precedence of all business on the followmg
day.
The SPEAKER said the hon. member was too
late, the order of the day having been already
called on.
THE BOARD OF AGRICULTURE.

Mr. DUFFY said that certain agricultural
members had an engagement of interest to their
constituents that evening, and he asked, therefore, that the vote for tne Board of Agriculture
should not be taken that night.
Mr. VERDON had no objection to engage
that the vote should not be brought on that
night; but he reminded the hon. member that
Friday and Tuesday next were pra-occupied by
other business.
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Aft~r a short conversation, it WIlS arranged to
take the vote for the Boa.rd of Agriculture on
next Wednesday night.
SUPPLY.
The House then went into Committee of
Supply.

THE BOARDS OF EDUCATION.

Mr. VERDON said he would ask hon. members to refer to page 9 of the Estimates, where
there was a vote of £125,050 for educational
purposeR, and to substitute for the various items
set down there the slip which had just been
circulated, by which the distribu~ion would be
affected. but not the gross amount.
The slip was as follows:"Grants to B.::hools.-Church of Enl!:land,
£35,735 Os. 3d.; Roman Catholic, '£16,384 Is.
3d.; Presbyterian, .£14,73510s. 3d.: Wesleyan,
.£10,500; other Protestants, £6,884 12s. Id. ;
Jewish, .£467 138. 8d.-£84,706 17s. 6d. With
power researched to the board to redistribute
after the 1st October, 1861, with the sanction of
the Governor in Council, any sums for the expendi&ure of which proviSIOn may not then have
been made. Such surplus sl1ms to be divided
among the different denominations, so as to bring
up the total funds at the disposal of each as near
as possible to what their proportion of the vote
would be if it were divided according to the census.
The aforenamed sums to be expended by both
boards, under the following conditions, namely:1. That no school, except for the instruction of the
deaf and dumb, or blind, receive aid if the average attendance of pupils shall be below 20. 2.
That no new school be established after 10th
April, 1861, within three miles of a school receiving aid from the revenue, unless there sba.ll have
been in the school receiving aid an average
attendance for the six months previous of 60
pupils. 3. That no new school in connexion wi h
any denomination shall be established or revived
by the Denominational Board within three miles
of any schoolin connexion with the same denomination, and no new school shall be established or
revived by the National Board within three miles
of a school already receiving aid from the National Board, unless there shall have been for the
previous six months at such school receiving aid
an average attendance of 100 pupils."
Dr. MACADAM rose to move that the sum
voted to the National Board be increased by the
Bum of £5,000. It had become ~omewhat notorious that the board was supplied with a
Bum of money too small in comparison with the
demands made upon it; a.nd he held in his ha.nd
certain applica tions from the district he had the
honour to represent in support of that statement.
There was one school at Winter's Flat, near
Castlemaine, where teachers had not been
engaged for some time, simply because there
were no funds. There was also one at Harcourt,
where there were 70 scholars, and the schoolmistress had not received any salary for seven
mONths. Another, also, where the Bchoolm8.8ter
had not received any salary for eight months.
There must be some reason for the falling-off in
the number of na.tional schools, and the numher
of teachers. In 1859, £42,000 was voted for
national education, but afterwards £10,000
was withdrawn from that amount; and hon.
members would recollect that 'he alteration
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in the vote gave rise to some feeling, and
almost occl!o8ioned a collision with the Upper
In reference to the number of
House.
pupils being taken as the basis of the apportionment of the vote, he was not prepared to
state that the division set forth was not fair; but
it would be seen that there were facts which
showed that more should be spent on the national
than on the denominational system. In the first
place, the national system included trainingschools for teachers, and for the instruction of
monitors, which were not to be found in the other
system. Moreover, it was found that the teachers
in the nationa.l schools had to be paid highQr salaries than in the other schools. 8chools, also, had
been erected at the amount of .£40,000. Within
their walls 200 teachers were instructed, and
appointed to different teachershipe, and now
it was proposed to break up those 8chools,
although there was all the machinery for carrying them on. If it were thought that model and
training schools were necessary, it would be seen
that the proportionate amounts voted for them
as compared with other schools were not fair;
and for that reason he aske:l that £5,000 should
be taken from the sum to be granted to the denomination!l.lsystem and given to the national system.
It was not his wish to refer to the sectarianism
of the denominational schools, but 1t was found
that they took the chatacter of national schools,
instead of allowing money to flow to nationa.l
schools. In many localities, instead of having
one good school, there were five or six indifferent
schools. In Portland, for instance, some months
ago, there were five denominational schools and
only one national school, but the attendance at
the latter was I!:reater than at all the others.
(Hear, hear.) He would say tha.t if one school,
with men of good educa.tion at its head, could be
obt ained, the education of children would be far
more complete than ill ha.lf-a-dozen ill-furnished
schools. It was not with the view of obtaining a
gradual alteration of the system that he asked for
the sum to be transferred. It would not injure
the denominational system, but would give to
the National Board an opportunity of assisting
he district boards in the localities he had mentioned. After the immense expense involved in
the construction of the training-schools, those
establishments should not now be idle, especially
as there was ample machinery in them. There
was one other reason in favour of his argument.
namely-that in every township where there
were denominational schools there were, first.
the Protestant, then the Cathohc, and then other
schools springing UP. and the only way to put a
stop to such a system Wa.IJ that which he proposed.
Mr. J. T. SMI1.'H opposed the proposition of
the hon. member for Castlemaine, and he considered the arguments used by him in one case
would equally apply to the other. There was
no doubt there was a rivalry between the
two systems, and the consequence was that "~reater number of children went to school.
What the hon. member, however, now asked
the House to do, Wa3 to violate what they
had a.greed to do on former occasions. The
hon. member asked to take from one and
~ive to the other, and for what reasons? He (Mr.
Smitb) had been asked on Monda.y last to present a petition tha.t the land granted for the na-
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tional school at Pascoevale, and the school itself,
should be sold, for the simple reason that people
preferred having their children educated according
to their own form of religion, and therefore the school had becom9 deserted. The
hon. member would not shut his eyes to the
fact that the people preferred the denomi·
national system-(" No, no.") Well, let hon.
members look at the returns. He believed
the general desire in the House was to
give the nationa.l system a preference, but
he was not to be ruled by that. He knew very
well tha.t there were masters in the denominational schools who had not been paid, but they
were merely in the same posi~ion as others under
the national ~ystem. He would contend that the
present distribution of the money was only just
and right; and whilst he granted that the natior al
schools deserved support, the question arose
whether the alteration of the vote IIhould receive
general support. The amount could not be deducted without injustice to the denominational
system, and he would therefore oppose the propOllition of the hon. member.
The CHAIRMAN then put, the question, that
the sum for the National Board be increased by
£5,000.
Dr. MACADAM wished to sa.y a few word~ in
reply to the hon. member for Creswick. The
school referred to at Pascoevale was est:1blished
some 10 years since, before the separation of
this colony from New South Wales.
It had
for some time decayed, but it had la.tterly
commenced to flourish aga.in;. and he believed
the fact was, it was desired to remove it to
Essendon. As to the statement that the public
were in favour of the denominational sYfltem, he
would instance the cases of the Geelong Grammar
School, which ha.d almost ceased to exist, a.nd the
Gcelong Na.tional Sehool, which was most flourishing. (Ilear.) Agam, he might iUlltance the case of
the Scotch College, which had 280 pupils, or 90
more than the Church of England Sehool had,
and 200 more than St. Patrick's College-all in
consequence of the unsectarian character of the
school. (Uear, hear.)
After a fllW words from Mr. SNODGRASS,
1\1r. O'SHANASSY looked on it that his hon.
friend the member for Castlemaine was joking,
and in order to try if the hon. member was in
earnest, he was inclined to move that the amount
his hou. f"iend proposed to be added to the
National Board should be taken from the amount
voted to the Presbyterian body. (" Hear, hear,"
and laughter.) He thought that a fair way to
test the sincerity of the hon. member. (Laughter.)
Indeed, it appeared to him that if there was any
logical sequellce in the argument of his hon.
fnend, it should go to the extent that they
ought to have no such thing as a Scotch coUe{!c
at all. (" Hear," and laughter.) He said this
only as a 80rt of counterpoi8e to the statement of
hiR hone friend; but as it would be most inconvenient at that time to discuss the relative merits
of this much-vexed question, he hoped the committee would follow the precedent of former
years, and allow the vote to go as on the ESlimates. (Hear. hear.)
Mr. Sl'EPHEN wished to ask what were the
expenses of these boards? He thought it would
be ~atisfac~ory to the House to know what the
various salaries were. lie understood there was

a difference in the salaries paid to the officers
under the two systems, and he thought it would
be satisfactory if they could be equalized.
Mr. HE ALES, in reply to the last speaker,
begged to state that the National Board was a
corporatiQll over which, he believed, the Government had no control wh~~ever. The correspondence on the table would show that, recently,
when the Government suggested certain alterations, the rboard claimed protection as a corporation, and tht· Gov<lrnmeut found they could only
suggest the alterations, but could not enforce
them. As regarded the expenses of the Denoml
natIOnal Board, the amended list would be found
in the corres{londence. That corret>pondence
took place in consequence of his suggesting
certain reductions, which the board were unwilling to make, but which he did not shrink
from the responsibility of carrying out. As
regarded the question itself, he should say
th~t he held views Vf':ry similar to those of the
hon. member, Dr. Macadam. At his late election
he told his constituerts that it wa.s the intention
of the Government to introduce one national
system of education, the primary principle of
which would be to enforce a minimum amount
of education. The. Government felt they
were not in a po,ition in an early part of the
session to introduce the measure; and they were
therefore compelled to carry on the present
double system for another year. With th:;.t view,
he had himself sU2gested the addition of a vote
for £1,000 for the repairs of the national system
schools. He did so on the pnnciple that, whatever change might take place, all the property
of the present schools would become the property of the public for educational purposes,
a.nd, therefore, lt was the duty of the Governme'nt
to maintain the suhools as the property of the
public. He had not, however, similar views with
regard to the denominational schools, as the Government had not any special interest in maining them for the state. In dealing with this
question, it should be recollected that it was necl"ssary for the requirements of education that the
National Board should have a large amount of
money at their dispo~al. He conceived they could
put in a just claim for an increased amount of
money, for, with thtl exception of the Presbyterians, the Jews, and other Protestants-(Great
laughter.) lIon. members laughed, but the
mistake waR a small one. In the list the subdivision would be found .. Church of Enl?:la.nd,"
"Roman Catholics," ". Presbyterians," "Wefleyans," " other ProteRtants," and" J tlws." His
quoting" other Protestants" II.fter .. J eWII," made
hon. members laugh. But wha.t he wished to sav
was, that" Presbyterians," "other Protestants/'
and" Jews," were the only d€'nominations that
had not fully exhausted tne amounts appropriated to them during the last year. (Hear, hear.)
The Chureh of England had considerable
claims on them for new Rchoo\s, but the amount
of the vote could not be increased. The same
might be saId of the B,oman Catholics. But the
difficulty under which every Government for some
few years past had laboured was the conviction
that the present system of education must come
to a close (hear, hear): and this change being
anticipated, all tbat recent Governments had
done was to put the denominations in a position
to maintain existing schools. This was the
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principle on which the vote was asked to· night.
The li.pportionment was not on the census prmciple, as was generally supposed. When that was
talked of, it was thought that the Wesleyans, from
their organization, from their having ereeted a
greater number of schools, and from the number
of children in those schools, had the first
claim; and it was felt by the Government of the
day that they could not reduce every denomination to the census principle without inflicting
great hardship upon some of the denominations,
and upon the various populations and localIties
among which these denominations had erected
schools. So that, for the purpose of effecting
what was considered a fair compromise, and of
carrying out existing engagements, these sums
had been arbitrarily placed on the Estimates,
for the maintenance of existing schools. 1n the
event of allY balance, which it was expected
would be very small ,something like £1,500-this
would be redistributed according to the CtllSUS
principlA.
lUr. EMBLING thought that somethinS! was
necessary in the shape of a declaratory resolution, that the continuance of two sYl!tems of
education was opposed to the feeling of thE"
House. The denominational and the national
systems could not be worked happIly together;
and he hoped that this would be the last occasion on
which the !louse would make educational grants
under these circum~tances. The national system
was a better and far cheaper system than the
denominational, and was calculated to bring up
the young as the children of a nation, and not as
the children of sects.
Dr. THOMSON lIupported the proposition of
the member for Castlemaine. He considered that
j!reat injury would accrue to the colony by the
discontinuance of the national fraining-!.;ehool,
where the best teachers of the Denominational
Board had been trained. Wherever fair competition had been allowed between the ~choolil,
the national had always eclipsed the denominational. It appeared to him tha.t the dennminational system would not exi~t but by a~!limi
lating itself to the national system. Long experience had shown him that the public were
greatly in favour of the national !;j'stem. Reference had been made to Portland and
its five schools, and to the fact that the
attendance at the national school out numbered
that at the four others. Ile would caF attention to Geelong. The national school there
hacl been conducted in the most prosperous
way. and its pupils had c,"rried off honours at
the Melbourne University. A Church of En~ land
school was establu,hed there, under a similar systern; but, notwithstanding the enormous sums
contributed to its support from the Gn\'prnment
grant, it had been obliged to retire' ;"Lo!!ether
from the field. lIe thought good and sufficient
reasons had been shown for increasing the vote
for the National Board. (Hear, hear.)
Mr. DONALD regretted that the member for
Castlemaine had not proposed a larger amonnt
for the National Board. He cbjected to the
R ouse going- on from year to year, merely saying
that it would be advisahle to have only one system
of education, and not making anv start in the
direction desired. (llear, hf'ar.) If the Hon~e
passp-d the motlOn of tho memher for Cast.lemaine, they would, at all events, give some
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index of their feeling, (Hear, hear.) He would
not attempt to deprive the Denominational Board
of the means of meeting' their emagements at
the present time; but if he could see any way of
discontinuing the yote in the future he would do
so. He did not know that the national system
now in force was the best th[l>,t could he adopted,
but he was in favour of a national system j and by
the establishment of one system they would ",ave
the money which was now lost in providing for
two separate staff" of officers. (Hear, hear.)
The ag-ent of one of the boards recentlv visited a
township on the New South Wales frontier, and
by plausible representatlOns to the inhahitant.s,
ohtained a majority j but before completinl!.
his arrangements, the azent of the other
board appeared in the same place, and he
succeeded in securing a majority j so that the
first agent ha.d to come back and commence his
work again. Now, it was evident that in that caKe
two men were about a business which would
have been much better in the hands of one man.
(iJear, hear.) The member for Kilmore had
hintrd that the member for Castlemaine was not
in earnest, because the college wit h which he was
connected received grants in aid.
He (Mr.
Donald) thouf!ht, however, that tbe heads of that
college would be open to the charge of insanity
if they refused to take their share of the grant,
so long a;: it was made. (A laugh, and .( Hear.")
Mr. CHAPM AN supported the amendment.
Mr. MICllIE welcomed the proposition of the
mem"'er for Castlemaine as a measure calculatf-d
to adju"t in some, slight proportion what he felt to
he a grievous wrong suffered by the NaTional
Board, to the advantage of the Denominational
Boanl. In January, 1RfiD. the !"um of £12;),(/00
apPE'ared on the E~timatps as dedicated to the
purposps of e(hlC':ltion. Of that sum, it was propo~ed that £42,000 should he ~et apart for the
purposes of the National Board, and t.hat sum
W'I.8 actually votpd by the Honse.
This was
pursuant to t.he information supplied by the secretary to the ~ ational Board; and it waR understood that the residue of the £12;">,000 would
be appropriated for thp- purposes of th~ ~e
nominational Board. After the AppropnatIOn.
Bill left the Assemblv it was discovered
that the requirE'ments o'f the Denominational
Board amount.ed to something like £!)2,;)00.
This, added to the £42.000 voted for the National
Board, would mllke £1:H,500, or an eXl'ess of the
total vote of £l:!;i,OOO by f:9JiOO. How was the
difficulty met, put hv cutting- off £9,~00 of the
sum allotten to the ~ational Board.
Mr. O'SHAN ASSY observed that ~he member
for St. Kilda was referring to the debate which
took place on the l'ubject some time aftpr the
money was voted. The records of the HOHse
would show that the voting of the money took
place some weekA before.
Mr. .MICHIE entertained a different opinion.
It wafl a matter of grpat grievance at the time,
on the part of the NatIOnal Board. that, inasmuch as £4~,OOO had been voted for the purposes
of national education, they flhollld be subjected
afterwards to a reduction of .£!',OOO, werely for
the benefit of the denominational svstem. The
result of this arrangement was a ~hock to the
prosperit.y of the natiolla.l school!', from which he
believed they had not yet entirely recovered.
And yet this arra.ngement was mado in the face
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of the fact that the National Board had always
kept within the limitations pre8crib~d by the
votes of this House, while the Denominational
Board had as uniformly exceeded those liolltahons. In fact, the DtJnominational Board appeared to set these limitations at defiance, counting, as toey apparently did, on the suppon of the
other House, and the pertinacity of the
member for the four counties, who was constantly appealing
in their
behalf, and
who had, In consequence, been regarded as
a sturdy mendicant ill their interest. There
were circumstances of which hon. members should not be oblivious when dealing
with the amendment. He saw nothlDg so unreasonable in the proposition of the hon. member
for Castlemaine.
If a sum of £4,000
had lapsed, as w~ stated, at the very
least it should be equally dIvided between
the two denominations.
Lf the other course
was not to foster one system at the expense
of another he did not know what fostering was.
What had been the history of the two denominations from the beginning? (1I ear, hear.) In spite
of the assertion of the hon. member for Creswick,
the national system had progressed, and would
prol!ress, in spite of every power in the colony to
prevent it-even under the blighting influence
of the denominational system itself. The
wonder to his mind was the advance it
had made; ami when an hon. member said
one man desired to send his child here, and
another desired to send his child there, he
thought the poorer parents acted much in the
same way as the richer parentR, namely, sending
their children where they could get the best
secular education. He personally knew of children
at Brighton being sent some distance past a
denominational school to a national school, further
on. Why should the sum in question, then, be
transferred to the support of the national sYlltem?
For this simple reason. The national system had
a training-school, of which there was a miserable
copy in the denominational system. J!'rom that
efficient masters and mistresses ~ere turned out,
who were found afterwards to Jom the denominational system; and thus one system was improving a.t the CORt of another, out of which state
of things the J\'wdel Bchool got its death-blow.
The present was a favourable opportunity to do
justice, and he ealJed on all hon. members
favourable to the national system to Rupport the
amendment of the hon. member for Castlemaine.
Mr. O'SIJA~ASSY was quite sure thehon. and
learned memb-er had no intention to mislead, but
the records of the House, which he held in his hand,
would show that what he (Mr. Michie) had stated
was not correct. It would appear by those
records thlt Mr. Harker had brought down in his
Estimates a sum of £125,000, ",11lch was to be
divided thus :-Denominational Hoard, £92,500;
Na!ional Board, £32,;)00; total, £125,000; so
that it would seem that no such sum as £42,000
was ever vot ed. The hon. member had confounded the sums voted with the appiications
which had been sent in for the expenses of the
current year; and it would be remembered that,
when, after the sums had been voted the Upper
House tried to obta.in a re· distribution of the
amounts, they were prevented because they could
not alter, but .only reject, a money bill. He had,
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therefore, shown that the basis of the hone
member's argument was not correct.
Mr. MICHIK--Notat all.
Mr. O'~HANASSY.-The hon. member rested
his argument on there being £42,000 voted.
Mr. MICUIE.-The sum was to be voted in
accordance with the statement of the requirements of each board for the year.
Mr. O'SHANA88Y having pointed out what
was voted, could noe und~rstand how the hone
member could speak of what was to be voted.
If the expenditure was to be according to the
alleged requirements of each school, the colonial
expenditure would jump up from £3,000,000 to
£G,OOO,OOO. At the separation of this colony from
New South Wales the entire sum appropriated to
the National Board was some £3,000 worth of
proper,y, to obtain posseSSIOn of which the
Attorney-General of the day had to introduce a.
bill incorporting a National School Board; and,
having got that bill, the next step of tho board
was to ~t half the entire revenue for education.
In one year this amounted to £65,000, which the
board was so unable to spend that they had to
erect that delightful monument of their success,
their Model School, which had actually fallen
to pieces of itself. The hon. member did not·
seem to know that the Denominational Board
had training-schools-the Church of England
having one and the Roman Catholics another.
Could the hon. member explain how an amount
voted could be reduced? h was simply impossible to do so in the mode proposed, for the resolution would have to be ex post facto. In fact,
when the hon. 'member for Castlemaine made
his motion, he (Mr. O'Shanassy) thought he W88
joking; but knowing the hon. member would not
Joke, he was only surprised. As to the general
question, if the only way of st:ttling the vexed
question between th., two systems was to propagate one system of educatIOn by taking mouey
trom anothtJr, it was a mo~t miserable one.
..~r. MIC Ull!.: would show where the hone member for Kilmore was wrong, by reterring to the
last report of the ~ational Board. It would appear that III the year to which he had referred,
when Mr. Harkt!r was the 'l'reasurer, the salaries of the teachers were first to be provided for, and the bala.nce divided between the
L\10 boaNs in the proportion of their schools, no
assistance being given to schools the average
attendance at whICh was under :W. This showt!d
that the case was Imbstantially as he had put it,
because the hon. Treasurer took the vote with an
intima ion of the intended distrIbution of money.
The Denominational Board, for some reason or
another, did not send in the statement of their
requirements with anythiug liktl the regulanty
of the other board, and it was dil'tmctly underIHood, when the vote passed, that the money
would be divided so as to leave the £4~,OOO to the
National Board. 'This proved his statement respecting, the £4~,OOO to have been substantially
correct. It hall only happened that the Denomillational Board had not sent in their statement ot req11lrements in time.
Mr. 0'8HA~M3t:lY.-But they did. I was
Chief Secretary at the time, d.nd tlleir applIcation
",as as I have said.
Mr. MICHIE.-But was it sent in in time?
Mr. 0'8 l1ANASS Y.-In sufficient time to make
the estimate.
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Mr. MICHIE.-As soon as that of the
National Board?
Mr. O'SHANASSY.-No; nor was it necesfoary.
Mr. MIC HIE knew that, at any rate, there
was a considerable difference in time. The hon.
member might have thought it was not neces~ary
to ~end in the statement earlier, but he (l\Ir.
Michie) did. The fact, then, was, I hat the Denominational School Board had asked for a much
larger amoullt than was expected, and the question arose, whence was it to come? Only £125,000
had heen voted in all, and the Xational Board
required £42,000 and the Denominational
£!);'),OOO. There mUHt be a loss somewhere. It
would appear that, at all events, the money
"hould have come off !:'oth amouuts equally, and
not all off the Estimates for the national system.
There was an opportunity that evening of remedying this - calamity, he would call it. During the
adjournment he had looked into the matter, and
found thaT, when he had made the statement
respecting the £42,000 in a previous debate, in the
presence of Mr. Harker, that hon. member
never even attempted a contradiction. In fact,
his acquiescence showed that he at least beheved
the figures to ha,ve been rightly quoted.
Mr. HAINES was glad to find the hon. member for St. Kilda so deHirouH that justice 8hould be
done between the parties, but it was unfortunate
that his desires had not extended to past years.
If the hon. member would look at the report of
thp two boards for 1858, he would get a httle
better idea of the substantial justlce of the cafe.
For instaDce, if the snms were divided according'to the number of children educated, the
di1f~rence would be very soon seen. In the report
he had alluded to, he found thltt the following
had been the distribution :-In 1853, £3)),000 had
been appropriated to the national system, and
the same amount to the denominational system,
while the denominational schools were educatinl1;
9,517 children, and the ~ational Board only 1,753.
Justice would in this case hardly require the Denominational Board to receive no more than the
other. In the next year, 1854, each board
received £65.000, the Denominational Board
educating 14,364 children, and the National
Buard only 2,50n. The hon. member desired to begin at the bet inning; and this
was doing so, only it hardly tallied with his
fltatement.
He would say that it was the
Natiunal system which had been fostered.
Let the House look at the total results.
l!'rom 1853 to 1859, the total slim appropriated to the Denominational Board was
.£iHR,G62, llnd to the National Board, £226,604 ;
",hile, judging from the number of children
educated, the proportion ought to have been
£617,755 to the Denominational Board, and to
the National Board only '£127,571, thuR ~howing
that the latter board had recp.ived .£99,093 more
than it was entitled to. Lpt that sum be handed
over to the Denminational Board. This quarrel
between the two boards was very wearisome to
the House, but stIll he would say that it
appeared to him that It was the denominational
system which was really the Ilational system,
aud more ill accordance with the Voisbes of the
majority of the people. (" No, no.") He looked
at the number of children educated.
Mr. l\IlCHIE.-On \\hat principle has the
hon. mt.;mber made out hils figures of attendance?
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Mr. HAINEShadgiventheaveragein bothcasell.
He
wished to put the case fairly befOIe the House.
Of courl'e they were lIJl desirous thd.t one common sYl<tem should be introduced, and he hoped,
before long, that an Education Bill would he
passed. lie should vote against r he amendment,
but if r he hon. member for St. Kilda would move
that the balance from. the :Natiollal Board be
handed over 10 the: Denominational Buard he
would 1<1Ipport him.
Dr. EV AN8 said it had not been his intention
to take par in the present debate, be<:,aw;e, eVl:'r
since he had been a member of that Hou!>e,
he believed he had stond "lmost alone in the
views he entertained. He had spent a preLty
long life, in the course of \\ hich he had been
much COIlnect ed with questions lIke the prm;ent,
and the conclusion at which he had arrived wa;;,
that upon ,he whole the interference of the !ltate
with the education of the people, so far from
being a benefit, was a positive injury. (" No,
no.") He believed, as he ha.d betore said, that
he stood almost alone in the advocacy of thllo&
principle, but he believed that when greater
attention was paid to the subject, and when the
results of Government educatIOn in P.·ussia,
France, America, and other countrieR had
been studied, it would be found that althoui!h
they might diffuse in society a class of low
attainments, in the long run the cause of
educatIOn was rather blighted than promoted.
He believed that free education implanted a
love of knowledge' that would induce in the
long run a large proportion of mankind to
devote themselves to the acquiSItion of it, and if
a proper standard of education was established in
a country, the people themselves would soon find
out the means of obtaining that education, and
free scope would be given to the great principle
of competition among teachrrs. He believed that
one of the results of a Government scheme of
education was to lower the respectatJility as well
as the emoluments of private teachers in the country. 'l'bat had been the case here, and the few
teachers left were exposed to great difficulties,
in consequ€llce of the competition they met with
from the Government. If it was inl>isted upon
that there ~hould be Government education
-- that the Government should perform the
functions of schoolmasters - he could not
help thinking that there was great force
in the objections which had been made
against the multiplicity of arrangemelJts in
this country. He could easily undennand that
mt'mhers of the Roman (;atholic Chureh felt
great difficulty in allowing the education uf their
children to vass from under the control of
their own c1er/?y, and it was only reasonable and just tllat a grant should be made
to the Roman Catholics in proportion to their
llumber; but he could not understand why
there should be half-a-dozen different Protestant schools. If it was determined to have
Government el ucation, a sum of money should
be voted to the Roman Catholics, in proportIOn to
their numbers, and for the rest only one sum
should be voted. lie merely threw out that
suggestion as the result of great thought and
long expblience on the subject. He still adhered to his original proposition, tha.t, upon the
whole, as with n:li!;ion so with lducation, it was

It was arna.tter tv be eaSIly ascertained.
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better for Government to let it alone altoj!'ether. paper would be binding upon the Parliament,
With rel!ard to the mat.ter hefore the committee, and he believed the 'l'reasurer did aSEent to
he would, as a peacemaker, offer some suggebtions. the paper without seting the effect of it. When
It was nOW the month uf April, and there was no the Treasurer came to look at it, he saw the
doubt that the boards h",d incurred liabilities error of bis ways, and took the vote of the House
on the undHstanding that the sums on the Esti- differently, and the result was that the Treasurer
mates would be voted for them. It might be May had to leave the board in consequence of the
or June before the Appropriation Bill became squabble that was raised.
law, a.nd it was almost too late to talk of subtract.Mr. MICHIE said the Treasurer of the day
ing any portion of the money fu.irly calculated saw the error of his ways a little too late, and
upon by thoRe bo'!'rds. Would it not be poslSiIJle, the hon. member for Kilmore had followed in the
be would a.ok, notwithstanding the cry of finan- same suit; because, whether the printed paper
cial distress which had arisen from that House- was or was not before the House-whether or
and which, bemi~ht!'ay, part!ltbtt,cally, had he en not It was the emanation of the Treasurer, it was
caused by the legisllt.tiou of thlJ.t llou8e-to vote quite certain that when he moved for £125,000
£2,500 to carry on the traiuiug'bchools, and then he stated the substance of that paper. (The
to vote the entire sum al'oked for on account of hon. member then lluOted from Hansa1'd of Dethe two boards, with a pIOtest on the part of cember, 1851:1, and Ja.nuary, 1859, in proof of his
the committee that such a vote was not to be argument.)
con!Sidered a precedent, and tbat the committee
Mr. O'S,IANAS"Y said the distribution had
should not be held for the future bound to such b(;en made in the Estimates"which could not be
au arranj!ement. That would overcome the diffi- read by the tben Treasurer in the debate, and it
culty. If they were considering the sums to be was there the error lay.
Mr. MIC HIE said the estimate had been
voted for next year, he !Should be in favour of a
reduction; but as the 8e~tnOn would not end furnished to the Treasurer as what would be the
before the end of Mayor June, it was almost requirements of the l\atiOnal Board for 1859.
too late to talk of altermg the appropriation,
Mr. DU~'PY said, if they were to arrive at the
inasmuch as liabilities WHe, in all proba· main question that evening, they must dispose
bility, incurred. He did not know whether it of the amendment Without any further debate;
was cOllipetent to propose such a vote as he and he rose to express his re~ret at the course
had allUded to, otherwille be should be in taken by the hon. member for St. KIlda, who
elined to move that a. sufficient sum he placed had introduced bills into the House on various
on the Estimates for carryill~ on the train- occasIOns to abolish both boards.
The hone
ing·schools as before, \\ith the understand member was, therefore, not contented with the
mg that by so doing the HouRe would not nlJ.tional system and still less with the denominahe committed for the fut lIre. Before sitting tional8ystem. He regretted to see him descend
down he would say that his own recollection from that high ground, and become the champion
of what Occurred on a previous occasion was of one of the 8ystems, because it would prevent
in accordance with what bad been stated by the bis becoming the medium of adjusting the
hon. member for St. Kilda. He recollected that balance between the two systems. On a former
a priI~t~d paper was handed round the House, occasion, when a. debate upon privilege had
contamml!, the very words wbich were represented arisen in consequence of the Upper House
in the report of the Denominational Board. A altering a money bill, the hon. member
J!ross surn of £125,000 was a!!ked for, but after- had justified their conduct, in order to carry
ward~, when the vote was taken, a change of out his Views; but the House went against him.
opinion had taKen place in the committee. He (Mr. Duffy) was astonished at the new light
UltImately the other branch of the Legislaturl' whicb had burst upon the hon. member for the
attempted to alter the Appropriation Bill, on the Avaca, who was at that time a member of the
~roulld that they were not altering the votes of Minitltry.
that liou~e, but were merely correcting a clerical
Dr. EVANS.-In what way?
error-(hea.r)-thcy were only carrying out what
Mr. DU~'I!'Y.-ln saying that the Upper House
they Ul.del"stood to be the real intt:ntioll~ of the had a right to alter a money bill.
House in the vote they had passed. That was
Dr. EV ANS explained that he merely Atated
the argument then raised. Therefore he thought the ground taken by the Upper House. He did
that there had been a little misapprehem.ion on not then exrress any opinion upon the subject,
the part of the hon. member for Kilmore as to nor would he now.
what was really intellded. (U No, no.") The
Mr. DUPPY said the hon. member stated the
printed paper was handed round by Mr. H~ker circumstance with an intelligent lean; and he
(H No," from Mr. O'Shanassy), in which the considered the ground taken by the hon. member
principle was stated that expenses were first to was considerably different from that taken when
be paid, the balance to be then diVided between he was a member of the Government.
the two boardll, in proportion to the number of
Dr. EV A.~S said he did not speak on that ocscholars. That was !!uhmitted to the Hov!<e in a casion. He had now given no opinion as to the
printed paper; and it was because the Upper constitutional right, but had merely related the
House saw reason to believe that the intentIOn historical fact.
had been devlat.ed from that they aRsumed the
Mr. DUFPY said it was not a matter of much
right of correcting a. clerical error.
importance. He would repeat, that the hon.
Mr. 0'SIlANA8SY thought the hon. mem- member for St. Kilda, who was an advocate of
ber's memory had Dot carried him back to all principles which had conSIderable weight with the
the circumsta.nceR of the case. The hon. mem- otber side, desired to put one board agalDst the
ber's colleague (Mr. Harker) was a member of other; but it did not seem that the views of the
the National Board, which thought the print e d hon.~merober would be advanced at all by such a
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proceeding. The hon. member said he was justified in doing so, became It was said in the
esti,uate that II' there were any balance it would
be redi~tributed under the same system, without
giving it to the Na.tional Board; and he thought
he was justi!ied in complaining, if a vote given to
one board, and not spent, should be given to
the other Board.
Mr . .:\HC IIIE.-A part of it.
Mr. DUFFY.-Tbe hun. member might just as
reasonably use the liame ar~ument "Ith regard
to lapsed votes for roads a.nd bridges being
given to puhlic works..
Would it not
be more reasonable that the surplus should
lapse into the revenue Ihan be spent in a
Jl! anner
antagonistic to the original. vote?
The present t;eemed to him the very class of votes
which hon. members ought to set their faces
against. If the general scheme of finance proposed by the Uovernment were wrong, then let
hon. members oppose it; but they should not
attempt to snatch votes on particular subjects.
(Hear.) He thought the case put by the hon.
member for Portland was altogether irreAt present they were maintaining
sistible.
two expensive boards; and he confessed he
should be delighted to ... ee them abolished,
and an arrangement such as that suggellted
bv the hon. member for the Avoca liubstitu.ted. Some such system as tbat so proposed
would be very much preferable to the two liystems.
He was not, therefore, maintaining the existing
systems, but the interests of justICe, in saying
that they should not snatch a sum from one
system and give it to another. He would
support the vote as originally proposed by the
Government. (Hear.)
Mr. MICHIE said the hon. and learned member for Villiers and Heytesbury was under a
misapprehension in suppusing that he proposed
to transfer this £5,000 from one system to another diametrically opposite. (Hear.)
After a few words trom Mr. L. L. SMITH,
Mr. SERVICE hoped the House would not be
led away by the specious remarks of the bono and
learnedlmember for Villiersand Heytesbm y. Hon.
members who had been in that House for some
years must have perceived that there was suoh a
determination among those who supported the
denominational system to maintain it at all
hazards, and that some other steps were required in that House besides the enunciation of
high principles. He contended they should
maintain a material check on this system.
(Hear, hear.)
What, he would ask, was
the essence of the denominational s)stem as
compared with the national?
It was this,
that a system of sectarianism ~hould be maintained among the youth of the colony. 'fhat system
would be kept up so long as this Parliament gave
thiS vote from year to year. For his own part,
be intended, if he continued to hold a seat inthat House, to divide the House on every
vot e.
occasion against the denomin"tional
He
should, at all events,
start the
principJe that tb.ey should go right against
this vote, so as, in the end, to secure a
proper national system. The object of the denominationahsts up to the present had been to
find fault with the bills that had been introduced
into that House, to maiat-aiR the existing
arrangement and by every means to thwart
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the efforts of those who upheld the national
system. lIe trusted the committee would adopt
the motion of the hou. member for Castlemaine,
and thus show the advocates of the denominational system that the sooner they united for a
really good national system the better. (Hea.r,
bear.)
Mr. STEPHE~ was aware that in the country
districts the people were in favour of the national
system. In the towns and municipalities, however, he did not hesitate to say that the denomluational system was more satisfactury to parents.
lie had himself been called on to aSRist at
examinations, and he never knew any religious
differences kept up in the denominational schools,
which was very different from the system kept
up in the national schools. As to the vote itself,
it seemed to him that it was impossible to grant
wbat was asked bv Ihe hon. member for Castlemaine without committing a small robbery. It
was well understood that no man's salary should
be taken away without giving six months' notice;
and to vote for this Amendment would be practically to VIOlate that rule.
~lr. PRENDERGAST would vote for the
national system, and support the amendment of
the hon. member for Castlemaine. Any person
who lived amongst the large centres of populatIOn in the interior of the country must have
felt, with him, shame and sorrow at the want of
some general natiomtl system of educating and
bringing up the children in this country. (Hear,
hear.) That was particularly so on the goldfields and on the new" rushes." One of the great
drawbacks to people emigrating to this country
was the difficulty experienced by parents in
having their children properly educated; and he
thought it was incumbent on them to remedy so
great an eVIl. He would support the amendment of his hon. friend the member for CastleILaine. (Hear, hear.)
Mr. HEALES said the discussion had assumed
an aspect very different from that with which it
had commenced. lion. members now seemed to
imagine that if they succeeded in transferring
this £5,000, they would increase the schools of
the National Board by that amount.
Dr. MACADAM wished to explain.
His
amendment Wali made with a view of meetin}~
the immediate and pressing difficulties of the
.J:Io ational Board, andof preveuting the board from
being obliged to dispense with several schooJ~. the
names l)f which were given in the report. It was
also made with a view of preventing a reduction
of tive per cent. on tbe salaries of teacbers, and
for restorin(T to the teachers the house accommodation of which they had been deprived under
a former vote; ami to keep up a proper model
scMbl in this city. (Ht-ar, hear.)
Mr. HEALES thought the £5,000 would not
go far in dOlDg, all the hon. member proposed.
He contended the Denominational Board was inadequately supplied with funds. As their Estimate for 1861 th9.t board sent 1D an estima.te tor
£105,000. 1'he Jate Government put down a
sum of £84,706 for it, a.nd the present Government, on considerinl{ the Ebtimates, agreed to
that sum. The National Board sent in an estimate for £50,::H~. The last Government put
down for them£;{2.500, and the present increat-led
that amount by £1,000. The result of this was,
that there was a large proportional increase in
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favour of the Nationa.l Board. He was him!'lelf
in favour of a. national system, bu~ it should be
carried out in a. fair and equitable manner.
Mr. HOOD could not under~tand the
Chief Secretary'~ argument, or how the Denominational Board could be badly used when, for
£10;),000 a~ked for, £84.000 was granted;
while, in the case of the National Board, £51J;~00
was aRked for, :md only £33,000 was gran red.
In the one caf'e, there W&.8 a difference of only 20
per cent., while ill the other there was a difference
of 30 per ceut. How, then, could complaint
be made of injustice being done to the Denomi·
national Board?
The committee then divided on Dr. Macadam's
amendment, when there appeared27
Ayes
... 12
Noes
Majority for increasing the National} 15
Board grant...
...
...
'"
The announcement of the numbers was received with cheers.
The following is the division-list :AYES,

Mr. Carpenter

- ChaJ:man
-

Don
DOllald
Firebrace
Funds
Frazer
Gilhes

-

Gre~ves

Mr. Brnnke
- Duffy

-

Grant

-

Haines

Mr. Bedley
-

Hono

- Levi
-

Lyall

Pr. Macadam
Mr. M'Lellau
- Michie
-

Myles

-

Nicholson
NOES.
Mr. Heales
- Howard

-

Humffray

-

Loadt:r

Mr.O'Hea
- Peell dergast
-

~ervice

Pykll

-

W',od
Woous.

- Sinclair
- SllJith, L L.
- Thomsou

Mr. O'ShBnaRsy
- Snodg-rass

- fiteplH'u
-

VtlrdoIJ.

Dr. MACADA \1' !'aid he would now move,
in accordance wir h the indmalion which he made
in bringing forward hiR proposition, that the ~um
to be granted to the denominatIOnal system thi!'l
year be £7!),706 17s. 6d. This was merely subtracting the £5,000 from the original amoullt.
The CHAIR:\JAN sUg"g'ested that the hon.
member should bhow how he proposed to distri·
bute the sum, and take the reduced votes

seriatim.

Mr. S~ODGRASS objected to the grant for the
Denominational Board being rf'duced.
Mr. DUFFY remindf'd the House that the
carrying of this amendment would be attended
with the discontinuance of education and the
shutting up of schools in certain districts.
Mr. SERVICE understood that when the
memher for CaRtiemaine moved the addition of
£5,000 to the National Board grant, the hon.
mtmber intenaed that the Rum should be taken
from the D( nominational Board grant, so that
the total amount of the educational vote should
be unaltered.
Mr. O'SHA~ASSY said that was not his impression. He understood, and it was also the
impression of the Chi~f :::;ecretary, that the total
vote, in the event of the motion of the member for Castlemaine being carried, would
be increased to £130,000, and though the
member for Castlemaine intended in his
speech that the £5,000 should be taken from
the denominational grant, his amendment
did not show thil.t.
(A Yoicc.-" It could
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not.") True; and this showed the value of the
forms of the House, which prevented the immedIate carrying of a motion which might be dictated only by the influence of passion. (Cries
He did not believe the memof "Oh.")
ber for Castlemaine, at the time he brought
forward his motion, knew what he intended to
do. (A laugh.) He (Mr. O'Shanassy) had no
hesitation in saying that the effect of the amendment would be to close 50 schools, and, taking
the average attendance at each school to be 50,
would depnve 2,500 children of the benefits of
educatIOn. He regretted that the member for
Castlemaine, at so early a period of his le!!islatoTlal career, and aspiring, as he no doubt did, to
office, should seek to commit that which would
ultimately turn out to be an act of injustice.
Mr. MICHIE was under the imprel>sion from
the first that the member for Castlemaine proposed to transfer £5,000 from the denominational
to the national grant. Had he entertained a
contrary opinion, he should have considerably
altered the tenor of the observations which he
had addressed to the lIouse, because to support
an increase in the total vote would have been to
fly in the face of all the dlRcussions about
economy which had lately taken place in
the House. (Hear, hear.) People frequently
complained of injw,tice when they were treated
with more than justice; and he had never seen
the member for Kilmore thoroughly out of
temper, or indulging in what might be called the
less graceful passions, except on this particular
suhject. (Llear.) If they were to have a uniform
system of education, this WllS only one step
towards it, and therefore he should vote for the
diminution of the denominational grant by
£5,000.
Mr. WOOD observed that the mfmber for
Kilmore had hinted that the member for Castlemaine, in proposing his resolution, was under the
influence of passion. lIe did not wi~h to question the authority of the member for Kilmore on
such a subject, but, comparing the calmness with
which the member for Castlemaine brought forward his statement with the rather flurried and
excited manner in which the member for Kilmore addressed the House, he should have imagined that the member for Kilmore was the gentleman who wa!'l under the influence of hi!'! passions. (Laughter.) The member for Kilmore
had asked whether they had calculated the
amount of inconvenience tha.t would follow
from the striking of this £5,000 from the
denominational grant.
But he (Mr. Wood)
would ask whether the member for Kilmore
calculated the amount of inconvenience which
he would occasion the National Board when he
deprived it of a sum of money whi(!h the HouRe
had previou~ly determined the National Board
t<hould have? (Hear, hear.) He looked upon
the amendment as a warnmg to the Denominational Board to set its house in order. If next
Yf'ar the Government did not bring in a bIll for
doing away with two l'y~tems of edw·ation, he
should be prepared to vote for the abolition of
the denominational grant altogether. (Hear,
hear.)
Mr. M'LELLAN was in favour of the national
system, and of giving the Board the additional
£G,OOO. A t the same time he thought it a great
hard~hip to take this large sum from the l>cno-
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minaHonal Board without due notice. If such
were done, a number of schools would have to
be shut, which he was sure the House did not
desire to see. At any rate he would undertake
none of the reRponsibiiity of it because the upcountry districts would, as usual, be those which
would suffer.
Mr. HOOD desired to see the denominational
system done away with as much as the
hon. member for the Ovens, and had voted
for the extra £5,000 on the understandmg
that the money was to come from the sum
voted to the Denominational Board. Since
the deba.te had begun, however, he had ht:ard
sufficient to make him change his mind, and
he was ready to vote the £5,000 from the general
revenue, especially as the Government was ready
to agree to it.-(Mr. Heales-" No, no.") It
had been Raid that a considerable portion of this
£84,706 178. 6d. had been already expended;
and, although he was prepared to sweep away the
whole vote at the proper time, he would not deny
what had been fairly earned.
Mr. HAINES, notwithstanding the impression
D1l\de by the speech of the hon. member for St.
Kilda, believed the opinion of the House was not
in favour of depriving the Denommational Board
of this £5,000. He heard, however, that takmg
away the money was intended by some hon.
members as a warning, and he supposed it was intended to devote the whole vote ultimately to the
National Board. (Hear, hear.) Hon. members
knew what the national system had become in
Ireland, and he would. remind them that Lord
Derby, in committee of the House of Lord!!, had
agreed that that system had become denominational, although he was the author of it; so
that to adopt the national system wholly here,
would be equal to cutting its throat.
Mr. WOO 08 had no faith in the double
system, but was astonished to hear the first note
of repudiation come from the other side of the
House. Possibly, had it come from the Corner,
it would have been understood-(hear, hear)but when it came from the respectable f>ide of the
HouBe, it was time for hon. members to look
around them. What was to be expected next?
.For his part he was sorry he should have to vote
one shilling for the denominational system. If
the £5,000 was to be added to the vote for the
national ~ystem, surely it need not be taken in
the vindictive spirit manifested by the hon. mem·
ber for the Ovens. LIe thoroughly recognized the
importance of national education, havinl! Been
its effects during a long residence In Prussia.
The money "pent on schools was simply so
much taken away from gaols. He would support
the additlOn of £5,000 to the Xational BoarHunds,
but would not take it from the vote for the Denominational Board.
Mr. HEALE8 only spoke because of the mistake made by the hon. member for Belfast, who
had misinterpreted hi!! cheer, for it had never
been his intention to increase the vote for edul!ation more than any other vote, and he would take
that credit to the Government, that it had never
consented to swerve from its s),stem of reduction.
JIe was sorry to find hon. members really not
undersfanding the effect of their votes. For
himself he was not prepared to vote for t.he
closing of a number of schools, nor to take the
responsibility of saying to a number of gentle-
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men, that to-morrow, it might be, they should be
deprived of the money they had been receiving
for so many months. Those teachers had also a
right to expect that, at all events, the hon. member for the Ovens would support the full amount
of tee vote, when the Estimates the late Government left behind them showed that they
were pledged to vote for £84,000 and
some odd hundreds for the denominational
schools. (" No, no.") Well, he would only
read the amounts which had been set down
in their estimates for each school. The amounts
were for the Church of England, £35,4G1 £k Sd. ;
other Protestant denominations, £6,S;)1 UIS. 2d. ;
Roman Catholics, £16,25813s. Id. ; Prellbyterians,
£14,622 14)1. 6d.; Wesleyans, £11,068; Jews,
£4G4 2s. Id. It was not the first time that
Government had repudiated its engagem'.!nts.
The Nicholson Administration saemed ready the
moment it went out of office to vote a.galD!!t that
which it pledged itself to when in office. He was
in this position, that he could not support any
increase of the entire vote, and he therefore
threw the whole respon~ibility of closing a large
number of schools on the hon. members opposite who voted for the reduction of the denominational vote. (" No, no.")
Mr. SERVICE would like to hear the hon.
Chief Secretary prove his statement, that the loss
of £5,000 would compel the Denominational
Board to close a large number of schools. Such
was not the case, as he would prove. The reduction Wa3 only 6 per cent., and was it not the fact,
that the teachers of the National Board were
compelled to submit to a. similar reduction last
year?
Mr. HEALES. - And the denominational
teachers also.
Mr. SERVICE admitted that the salaries of
teachers were too small, but bupposiug a reduetion
was necess"ry to carry out a certain prmciple, and
suppo"inl{ that the teachers had to submit to a
reduction of 6 per cent., the amount was not
sufficient to deter hon. members from carrying it
out to snpport a r.rea.t principle.
Mr. O'SlIANASSY could hardly suppose the
hon. member to be aware that the object he had
in view could be accompli~hed. lIe mmt know
that there were certain regulations in force reRpecting teachers' salaries, which could not be
altered except by the Governor in Conncil, and
by notice being given in the G01'ernmtnt Gazette.
It waR out of the power of the Governor in
Council even- and to do so would, he was sure,
give ri~e to an innumE-rable number of actionsto suddenly repudiate its engal(ements, for action
in the matter could only be taken in three
months, so that hon. memhers must understand
, hat the reduction of only G per cent. was impossible.
Mr. SERVICE.- Not at all.
Mr. O·SHANASSY.-Will the hon. member
prove it?
Mr. SERVICE.-Yes.
Mr. O'S HAN ASSY.- How do you do it. ?
Mr. SBRVlCE.-I think a reduction of 12
per cent. for six months equal to G per cent. for
12 mOlltbR. (Loud laughter.)
1\1r. O'SHANASSY did not see how the past
conduct of the late Government justified their
present position. An hon. collea.gue of the hon.
member for Ripon, who sat in the Upper Houso,
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had last session introduced a long bill of 145 the subject. When the hon. member for Kilclauses and about 20 schedules, aud not one word more stated that h{} had heard nothing of that
more had been heard about it since, for it had bill, he would inform that hon. member that
not been revived thill sellllion, and had never been the very first member who would oppose a bill if
sent down to that House. Such conduct all this brought in from his (Mr. Nic401son's) side of the
ought to rouse the blood of any person. (A laugh.) House wOl,lld be that hon. member. (H No.")
Mr. D1JF~'Y thought the hon. the Chief Se He w01Jld vote for the reduction of the sum, as
cretary had treated the subject in a tone and tem he was in fav'our of the national system of educaper not at all satisfactory to the House. The tion. After all, perhaps, it would be the best
interests of the children of the colony were too way for introducmg a national system to refuse
importa.nt to be thus treated. And then for the the vote for the denominationa.l. It "as stated
Government to throw the responsibility on the that a great evil would arise to the- DenominaNicholson Ministry. The responsibility lay on tional Board frum the teduction in the number
the temporizing Government who would close of schools, but he did not participate in such an
those schools. Why should they be closed? opinion. There might, perhaps, be 30 schools
Because the House was called upon to keep its less, but hon, members would ~dmit that 10
expenditure within £3,000,000 ? Why, the very national schools in their stead would answer as
next night they might agree that the £75,000 well, if not better. (Hear, hear.) He would say
proposed for water-supply should not be so spent, establish one national school in place of ten
but a much larger sum should be raised on the denominational schools.
scheme snggested by Mr. Francis, Surely, then,
Mr. SINCLAIR had intended to vote that £5,000
the Government could spare £5,000 out of the should be added to the National Board without
Bum intended for water supply; aud it was a being taken from the Denominational Board.
poor excuse that was offered by them, to throw He hoped that at some futtn'e period a proper
the responsibility on others which belonged to system of education would be carried out, and
themselves. A reduction might, too, be made in do away with the present difficulty.
Mr. MICHIE, in reply to some remarks which
the a.dvertisement vote, and in his opinion
the money would be far better spent in had fallen from the hon. member for the Avoca,
providing for the educatiOll of children. that the present was not an appropriate time of
The Government were trying to throw blame on the year for making the change, would ask when
the late Ministry; but why should they, too, not would be the appropriate time? (Hear, hear.)
keep faith with the denominatlOnal system? If, If the hon. member had enlightened the House
on any pretence, the House voted for reducing upon tha.t point, they might have felt more
the vote for the denominational system, when impressed with his remarks.
He would
there was every opportunity of saving the amount controvert the remark; of the hon. member
from other votes, he, for one, must say it would for Kilmore, that actions would lie bebe a breach of faith.
tween the persons making the contract and
Mr. S'rEPlIE~ must point out the inconsist- tae schoolmasters and mistresses if they were
ency of which hon. members had been guilty to be dismissed. He believed tha~ the paywhen, while all hon. members wanted one systen~ ments to be made to them w~re subordiof ed,ucation, t~ey were actually rea.dy to vote for nate to the ruling of the House. Consequently,
~eepI~g education from one portion of the people. that plea could not be held in terrorem over hon.
F or hImself, he had clearly foreseen the nature members. If any such contract had beel1 made,
of the vote he had given, although many other it had been made very rashly. (" No, no.") lIe
hon. members did not, and he did not think the would say yes, for he apprehended the position
Chief Secretary ought, .f<?~ want of temper, to of the employers would be, that they were not
t~row all the responlilbility on the late Mi- exactly masttrs of the fund out of whICh the emnistry.
ployed should be pa.id; and if they entered into
Mr. SNODGRASS accused the hon. the Chief the employment, they must do so with the possiSecreta:ry of ~aviDg a.dopted ,a most peculiar bility of their engagement being affected by the
courlle 10 refuslll" to abIde by hIS own Estimates votes of that House. When hon. members
and trusted the committee would at once pro~ talked about closing schools, was it not,
ceed to 8. division.
he would ask, with the hon. member
Dr. EV ANS had abstained from voting, upon for Sandridge, better. that a certain numthe ground that he thought the resolution would ber should be closed, provided others tetter
~e put i.n its affir~ati,,:e and negative forms, but, were opened in lieu of them, and thus the evil
I1l consIStency WIth hIS former determlllation he
committed by one hand be rectified by the
should object to any sum being taken from 'the other.
Denominational Board, as it was now the middle
Mr. SNODGRASS thought the hon. member
of the year almost, and the gentlemen connected for St. Kilda and the hon. member for Sandwith the board would have made arrangemeutli ridge had forgotten that certain persons had conon the understanding that the vote would be tributed towards, he erection of the schoolll, and
passed.
that a breach of fll.ith with them would I::e comMr. ~IGlIOLSON did not intend to take up mitted by the withdrawal of the vote.
~uch of tlre time of the committee, but merely
Mr. MICHIE reminded the hon. member that
WIshed to reply to a charge made by the Chief those persons who contributed were well aware
Secretary against the late Government. lIe that at the end of any year the Government aid
might slloy that when the Estimates were framed might cease.
by the !ate Government they were not satisfied
Mr. LEVI was in favour of the proposition for
with tha present system, but, on the contrary, increasing the vote for the NatlOna.l Board. By
looked upon the vote as only a temporary this means he would attain an object which he
arrangement. and intended to brmg in a bill on had failed to accoruplkh with the Chief Secre-
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tary-namely, providing for the Roman Catholic
school of l\Iaryboroug-h.
Mr. HEALES said it was not the practice of
tbe Chief Secretary t.o interfere in the manner
proposed by tbe bono member. He was somewhat amused at the object of the hon. membernamely, to drive the Roman Catholics out of the
Roman Catholic school at Maryborol1gh into the
NotIOnal School. (Hear, hear). That was the
hone member's real intention, and he hoped it
would be clearly understood by the Roman
Ca.tholics. (Cheers, and" Oh.")
Mr. LEVI repudiated any idea of sending the
Roman Catholic child rea to the national school.
Mr. O'SHANASSY fully and entirely concurred with the hon. the Chief Secretary.
(Hea.r, hear.) It appeared to him that the hon.
member fOl Maryborough had very boldly avowed
his sentiment~ in proposing that the Roman
Catholic school in Maryborough should be closed
and the children sent to the national school.
(Hear, hear.)
Mr. SERVICE defended the member for Maryborough, amid cries of "Oh, oh."
Mr. LEVI explainei that he had received a
letter from Maryborough, asking why the vote
had been withdrawn from this school, which
caused him to bring the question before the
Chief Secretary. (Cries of "Divide. ")
The CHAIRMAN then put the question, that
the amount voted for the Church of England be
reduced by a sum of £2,093 3s. 6d.
The doors havin/!" been locked,
Mr. SNODGRASS asked if it were competent
for the hon. member who proposed the amendment to vote agamst it?
The CHAIRMAN said it was competent for
the hon. member so to vote.
The committee then divided, and the numbers
were--

W

~~

Noes

18

Majority...
. ..
The following is the division-list :lfr. Brooke
- (la.rpllnter
- Ch!l.pman
- Don
- Donald
-

Francis
Grant

Mr.
Dr.
Mr.
-

Duffy

-

GiJlies

Evan!l
Firebraoe

Frazer

2

AYES.

Mr.O,eeves
- HealeR
- Humffray
-

Levi
L('ader

Dr. Macadam
Mr. Michie
NOES.
Mr. BedJey
- Hood
- Boward
- Lyall
-

M'Lellan

Mr. Nichlllson
- Prcn<iergast
- Pyke
- Service
- Verdon
- Wooc.

Mr. O'Shanassy
- Sinclair
- SlLith, L. L.
-

Snodgrass
Stephen

- Ba.ines
- O'lIea
- Woods.
The CHAIRMAN then put the question that
the. vote for the Roman Catholics be reduced by
£95915s. 7d., which was agreed to without division; as was also a reduction of £8G;-{ 2s. 6d. for
Prel'byterians ; £65:~ 6s. 4d. for the WesleyanR ;
£403 4s. 4d. for other Protestants; and £277s.
!Jd. off the Jewish.
Mr. O'SHANASSY wished to know, on the
hst item, whether the hon. member for Maryhorough would have any objection to allow it to
he struck out, and the Jewish children sent to
the Roman Catholic schools. (Laughter.)
The vote for the original amount was then
proposed, and carried.
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Mr. VERDON then moved that the amount
just voted be granted according to the conditions
already read.
Mr. DUFFY wished to know if it were proposed to establish any schools for the deaf and
dumb ano blind?
Mr. HEALES said the Denominational Board
wi"hed to have the vote taken in this manner,
as it was probable such a school would be established.
~1r. DON knew one man who had a child in
this unfortunate condition, and who mformed
him that there were some 12 or 14 others in the
city. He hoped, therefore, the Government
would look to the establishment of a school for
such children. (Bear.)
Mr. CARPENTER also pressed on the Government to establish a school for the deaf and
dumb, as there were many children on the goldfields in that unfortunate condit!on. (Hear.)
The conditions were thtm agreed to; and the
House having resumed,
The CHAIRMAN reported progreM.
THE GOLD EXPORT DUTY.
Mr. WOODS, amidst cries of "Adjonrn,"
moved for leave to bring in a bill to repeal the
18th Vict., No. 27, entitled" An Act for Granting Duties on Customs upon Gold exported from
Victoria." He thought it was usual to allow the
introduction of a bill, and take the discussion on
the second reading. (" No, no.") The bill he
proposed to bring in provided for the repeal of
the act granting duties on the gold exported from
the colony. The only question, as it appeared to
him, was one of time, as the question of policy had
already been determined on. (" IJear," and" no.")
He should leave a blank in the bill for the House
to fill up as to when the bill should date from.
With these remarks, and expecting the usual
courte[;y of allowing the bill to be brought in-(Mr. Carpenter-" No, no.") He was surprised
to hear this opposition from the hon. members
for Mandurang and Maryborough, who pretended
to be so anxious for the abolition of this duty.
(Hear, hear.)
Mr. CARPENTER rose to order, but was ruled
out of order by the Speaker.
Mr. SNODGRASS seconded the motion, and
expressed his surprise at the opposition offered
to it by the hon. members for Mandurang and
Maryborougb. (H Hear, hear," and" no.")
Mr. SERVICE said it was part of Mr. Levi's
motion to bring in a bill.
Mr. SNODGRASS said tha.t might be so; but
the hon. member for Crowlands went further,
and actually brought in the bill (Hear, hear);
and he thought hon. members ought not ohject
to the first reading, and allow the debate to be
taken on the second reading.
Mr. O'SHANASSY regretted that this question was not dealt with previously as it was now
proposed to be dE'alt with by the hon. member
for Crowlands. (Hear.) The consequence of
previous action was to place an abstract resolution on the House. No doubt the hon. member
for Maryborough thought it proper, after con
sultation with his friends, to say he would bring
in a bill to take effect from next year. The
hon. member for Crowland, however, acted
more Rtraightforwardly, and in a manner more
calculated to satisfy and settle the minus of the
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people of the country as to the ma-nner in which
this question would be met by the Legislature.
He need scarcely say that when it came to a
second reading he should oppose the bill upon
principle (hear, hear); but at the same time, as
he thought this the more proper mode of dealing
with the question, he would vote for its introduction at present. (Hear, hear.)
Mr. LOADER also concurred that this was
a more proper mode of dealing with the question than by wasting time in discussing
abstract resolution that meant nothing (hear,
hear), and therefore the Government although
they would eppose the principle of the bill, would
vote for its introduction, in order to have the
question tested in a manner that would lead to a
decision that would have some weight with the
country. (Hear, hear.)
Mr. DONALD opposed the introduction of the
ill.
Mr. SERVICE contended the resolutions proposed by the hon. member for Maryborough were
not abstract. On the contrary, they proposed a
course of action as clearly defined as any that
could possibly be submitted to the House.
(" No.") He had no hesitation m saying this
was the shabbiest mode in taking advantage of a
new member that could possibly be taken.
(" Hear," and "Oh".) He knew it was stated
that the hon. member for Maryborough had no
right to introduce these resolutions. (Mr. Carpenter.-H lIe had a right.") He thought it was
a most extraordinary statement, to say that a
gold· field member should not be permitted to
bring forward a resolution peculiarly affecting
the gold· fields. (Cheers.) He should vote
against the introduction of the bill, inasmuch as it was a reflection on a young
(fI Hear, hear," and laughter.)
member.
But although he should so oppose it, yet if the
House jlranted leave to introduce he would support it, as he thought it was of too great importance to be madea party question of. (Hear.)
Mr. WOOD desired to know when this new light
was shed upon the hon. member for Crowlands,
that it was best to repeal this duty by bill? (Mr.
Woods.-" A long time ago.") He thought it a
pit.y that the hon. member should have hidden
his light under a bushel 80 long. (Laughter.)
He thought the hon. member for Crowlands had
no right to trench on another member's manor.
He should like to know why the hon. member
had only brought forward this motion yesterday? He believed it might be accounted
for hy the fact that he, in common with
other gold· fields members, had lately undergone
the last penalties of the law-in effigy no doubt
(laughter)-and that half strangulation (laughter)
had, perhaps, brought him to his senses of the
necessitv-(Mr. Woods. _et Who paid for the
effigies?" H Hear, hear," and laughter.) The
conduct of the constituents of the hon. memlJer
had been Rcandalous-(" Order, withdraw.")
Mr. WOODS rose to order; and
The SPEAKER said the hon. and learned
member for the Ovens was not in order.
(" Hear," and laughter.)
Mr. WOOD had not used the expression in an
offensive manner, and had not said that the conduct of the hon. member was "scandalous" but
that of his constituents. He should be sorry to use
any expression that would be painful to the hon.
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member, and he hoped that those other attentions he had alluded to were as little painful.
(Laughter. )
Mr. M'LELLAN regretted the hon. member
for Crowlands had not taken this step at an
earlier period. At the same time there was no
doubt the hone member advanced the measure a
step by having the first reading that night; and
he thought hon. gold·fields members opposite
could scarcely excuse their conduct in ol?posmg
it that night. (Hear, hear.)
Mr. DO~ trusted no little feeling of jealousy
between gold-fields members would be allowed to
interfere with the proper settlement of this question. If there was any point of right as to the
conduct of this matter it was due to the member
for Ararat, who brought forward last session a
motion for the abolition of the gold export duty,
which was affirmed by the House. Between two
measures they would be a.ble to determine which
was the better.
Mr. CAR?ENTER complained of the conduct
of the Government on the last occasion of this
question coming before the House. Scarcely a
member of the Government was present, and
this behaviour he considered was an msult to the
mining interest. He believed the Government
had something to do with the motion of the
member for Crowlands. (Laughter.) lie considered the rr.ember for Maryborough was pursuing
a right course, and was surprised that the objections now brought forward to the motion of the
hon. member were not advanced at an earlier
period.
After some observations from Mr. STEPHEN,
Mr. PYKE said he looked upon the proceeding of the member fur Crowlands as an excessively uncourteous act. The present motion, he
believed, was originated, if not in a factious
spirit, at all events in a spirit antagonistIC to that
gentlemanly feeling which should prevail among
hon. members. (" Ah!" from Mr. Woods.) The
member for Crowlands said, "Ah." He (Mr.
Pyke) would say" Oh," and probably the two
expressions would balance each other. (Laughter.)
He begged to move the adjournment of the debate
for a week.
Mr. CARPENTER seconded the amendment.
Mr. GILLIES regretted to see such a spirit
of antagoDlsm marking the proceedings of goldfields members. Although the member for
Crow lands might have taken an undue advantage of the member for Maryborough, yet as the
motion of the former member would carry the
object which they all desired a stage further than
the other motion, he was not justified in voting
against it. At the same time, were this motion
lost, he should feel bound to support the proposition of the member for Maryborough.
Mr. GREEVES was in favour of the abolition
of the gold export duty. The only question substantially before the House was, who should have
the honour of introducing this bill. (Cries of
"No.") He regretted much the turn which the
debate had taken. lie would remmd hon. members that were the present motion to be rejected,
all hopes for the abolition of the gold export duty
during the present session would be gone. Under
these circumstances he should be compelled to
vote for the motion, if pressed to a division.
Mr. SNODGRASS supported the motion.
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Dr. EVANS considered that the House was
placed in a very disagreeable and painful position.
He had always supported the abolition of the
e;old export duty; but if he voted for the present
motion he must do so. under a kind of protest.
He fcared there was very much of delusion in this
whole proceeding, and that the affair would cnd
in H a mockery, a delusion, and a snare." At the
present time he did not see any prospect of the
abolition of the duty. Everyone knew that such
a project could not be carried out successfully
unless by the Government of the day. He had
no assurance that the Government were prepared
to carry out this bill, nor was he satisfied that the
majority of the House were determined to pass
the bill, even at the cost of di!lplacing the present
Ministry. He objected to the throwing of dust
into the eyes of constituencies.
Dr. MACADAM could not help thinking that
on this question hon. members opposite had
driven bono members on his (Dr. Macadam's) side
of the House into a spirit cf antagonism to them.
He considered a Of count· out" a legitimate mode
of postponing the consideration of a subject which
could not be discU/;sed at the time with convenience; and he took an active part in
the " count- out" the
night before Good
Friday, becal:se he did not consider it proper
tha.t such a quesl ion should be decided when
scarcely a quorum was present, and when
several of tbe hOG. members who were present
had "paired-off." Under these circumstances,
he thought he had reason to complain of the
conduct of his hOIl. colleague (Mr. Pyke) in
threatening to publish what he had done.
Mr. PYKE observed that there was an old
proverb that" listent'rs did not hear any good of
themselves," and if hon. members chose to listen
at open windows-The SPEAKER interrupted the hon. member,
and ruled that he could not make observations of
this kind.
Dr. MACADAM indignantly denied the in·
sinuation of his colleague as to a. window and
listening.
After some warm ob~erva.tions from Mr.
SERVICE and Mr. WOODS,
Mr. PYRE said all the threat which he had
used, if threat it cOllld be called, was that the
press should know through him who were the
members present at the time of the" count-out."
An honest press, however, sa.ved him the trouble
of doing so.
Mr. FRAZER protested against hon. members
circulating falsehoods in the press and in other
ways about other hon. members.
Mr. LEYI deprecated the personal ahuse which
had emanated from the opposite Ride of the
Jiouse. He did not bring the motion forward
for the abolition of the gold expGrt duty merely
for the sake of honour, but in the hope that it
would ':le beneficial to those who had sent him to
Parlia.nent.
l\Ir_ WOODS said the reason he bad not
brought this subject forward before was really
want of opportunity. lIe intended to have
moved it as an amendment on the motion of
the hon. member for Maryhorough, and would
ltave brought it forward but for t.he " counts· out"
a.nd postponem(>Jlts of the resolution.
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The proposition for adjournment was negatived,
and the motion was agreed to.
The bill was then brought in, and r~ad a first
time, the second reading being appointed for
Friday.
GOLD DUTY.-MR. LEVI'S MOTION.

Mr. LEVI then moved that on Thursda.v the
order of the day "Gold Export Duty-niotion
for abolition of, resumption of debate," do take
precedence of all other business.
Mr. DONALD seconded the motion, which was
opposed by
Mr. SNODGRASS, who saw no neces~ity for
the resolution being discussed, now that Mr.
Woods's bill had been introduced.
Mr. HADLEY suggested that the member for
Maryborough should have the good taste to
withdraw his motion.
Mr. DONALD said this was too much of a
good thinK (lau~hter), pa.rticularly as the resolution contained the pith of the measure required
to repeal the g(:)ld export duty.
Mr. CHAPMAN, as a gold-fields member,·
opposed the motion. 00 looking over the noticepaper for that even in'!, he found no less than 16
orders of the day, and he thought the motion
ought not to be pressed.
Mr. FRAZER thou!{ht the Government might
give the bill an early day; and if the hoo. ruember for Maryborough would withdraw his motion
the question might be settled.
Mr. lIE ALES said, the Government were
anxious to have this question settled. (flear,
hear. ) A great deal of time had been wasted on
it, and he would suggest that i~ might be taken
on Wednesday next, after the debate on the
water-supply. (Hear, hear.)
Mr. LEVI refused to withdraw the motion.
(Cries of " Question.")
The SPEAKER then put the question, and
the House having diVlded, the numbers wereAy~
10
Noes
20

10
Majority
The motion was accordingly negatived.
following is the division·list :-,
Mr. Carpenter
- Donald

- Fra!lcis
- OreeV8S

Mr. Bronke
-

Chapman

-

Frazer
Gillies
Grant
Hedley

- Don

AYES.
Mr. Levi
- Michie
Dr. Macadam
NOES.

Mr. Humtfray
- Howard
- Hadiey
-

Heales
Lo:\der
Lya.ll
.fyles

The

lit. Nicholqoo
-

Pyke
SerVice.

Hr.O'Hea
-

Snorlgrasi
Smith, L. L.

-

Wood~.

-

Prel1up.rga.~t

Verrion

Mr. FRAZER !:ugg-eRted that the House
should adjourn till Friday.
Mr. HEALES would assent, if it was the wish
of the House.
Mr. CARPENTER-Cl No, no."
The remaining business wa.s then postponed,
and the House rose Itt three minuteR to 2 o'clo,k,
and adjourned to 4 o'cluck the following day.
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FIFTIETH DAY-THURSDAY, APRIL 1], 1861.
LEGISTJATIVE ASSEMBLY.
ThE! SPEAKER took the chair at half-past 4
o'clock.
THE

SA~DHURST

SLUDGE CHANNEL.

Mr. BRODIE gave notice that, on Tuesday,
he should ask the Minister of Lands, if he had
any objection to lay on the table a copy of all the
correspondence which had passed between the
Sandhurst Mining Board and the Board of Land
and Works in reference to an alleged promise in
connexion with the clearance of the main sludge
channel, which had not been fulfilled?
THE RESERVOIRS ON THE GOLD-FIELDS.

Mr. CARPE~TER notified that, on Thursday,
he should move for the reservoirs at present
under contract to be so constructed as to admit
of the water stored in them being usrd for domestic as well as mining purposes.
PAYMENT OF MEMBERS.

Dr. EV AN8 gave notice that, next day, he
should move that on some day in the following
week the bill for the payment of mE!mbers should
hke precedence; and he trusted the Chief Secretary, on the part of the Government, would he
kind enough to allow him to m.me a day. He
would propose Friday, the 19th inst. (hear,
hear), and he hoped the Chief Secretary would
kindly state whether that would meet his views.
Mr. HEALES said he was not in a position to
name a day, but he was willing to facilitate, in
every respect, the wishes of the member for the
A voca; and therefore) before the motion came
on, he would be prepared to name a day. (Hear,
hear.)
Mr. FRAZER, at a later period of the evening, gave notice that, on Thursday, Mr. Rarton
would move that the order of the day" PaJmeo.t
of Members Bill, to be further considered in
committee," be discharged from the paper.
POINT NEPEAN-ROAD.

Mr. NEWTON intimated that, next day, he
should move for the House resolving itself into
committee to consirler the propriety OT presenting
an address to the Governor, requesting the placing on the Supplementary Es~imates for 1861
the sum of £1,200, for the purpo~e of forming
and metalling that portion of the Point N epeanroad, from the termination of the metal on the
Brighton-road to the Cheltenham Hotel.
THE RETURN OF THE COMMANDER OF THE
FORCES.

Mr. HEALES.-I rise, Mr. Speaker, for the
purpose of propo!ling a motion, without notice,
whi::h privilege I hope hon. members wi!l
concede to me, particularly as the matter
is one which I think of grellt importance. I rise
to propose that an address be presfmted to MajorGeneral Pratt, congra.tulating him on his safe
return from the scene of Lis gallant services in
New Zealand, and requesting him to convey to the
officers and soldiers, ami also the volunteers and
seameD. ~ngaged in that sanguinary warfare the

high sense which this House entertains of their
bravery, and its deep sympathy with the widows
and children of those who have fallen in the war.
(Hear, hear.) I also beg to propose that the
mover, Mr. Nicholson, Mr. O'Shanassy, Mr.
Haines, and Mr. Stephen be appointed a committee, for the purpose of drawing up the address.
(Hear, hear.)
Mr. BTEPHEN seconded the motion, and
suggested the addition to the committee of Mr.
Verdon and Mr. Amsinck.
Mr. EMBLING conSidered that, as the volunteers of Victoria did duty here in the absence
of the regulars, their services were also entitled
to tlome recognition.
Mr. G REEVES f:aid he should be ready at
the proper time to support a motion of this
character, but it appeared to him that now it was
somewhat premature. (Cries of "Oh.") The House
was not yet officially in possession of the fact
of the return of the gallant General. The usual
practice was for a message to come from His
Excellency the Governor. This was done on
the occasion of the Major-General's departure
for New Zealand; and until a similar mes8age
had been received with regard to .Major-General
Pratt's return he thought it would be premature
to take action in the matter.
Mr. HEALES thought the member for Ea.st
Geelong had not shown that this motion was at
all inopportune. The hon. member must be
aware that the forces were not expected to return,
and he must also know the peculiar circumstances
under which the Major-General returned to the
colony. If they were to welcome the General at
all, they ought to do so at once. If they did not
welcome the General at once, it seemed to him
that they ought not to do so at all. (Hear,
hear.)
Mr. CARPENTER proposed that the name of
Dr. Evans, who had been connected with New
Zealand, should be added to the committee.
(Hear, hear.)
Dr. EV ANS was indebted to the member for
Mandurang for this mark of respect. But it
must be perfectly well-known to hon. gentlemen
opposit.e that fpr a great number of years he had
been connected with New Zealand, and perhaps
was the only member of the House whl' had a
perlwnal acquaintance wit.h that colony. lIe
presumed the Chief Secretary must have had
some very J;;uflicient reason in his own mind for
the omission, a.nd, under the circllm!;tances, he
thought it due to himself, and that it would be
only a proper maintenance of self-respect, to
decline serving on the committee. (Laughter.)
Mr. lIE ALES hoped the member for the
Avoca would not for a moment imagine th~t his
name had been designedly omitted. He (Mr.
Heales) undertook the duty of proposing the
address very hurriedly, and made the motion
without any great consideration as to the names.
He trusted the mem ber for the Avoca would not
think thn.t any reflection was intended in the
omission of his name, and that tile hon. and
learned gentleman would show his approval of
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this statement by consenting to serve on the committee. (Hear, hear.)
Dr. EV ANS said he wa.s entirely in the hands
of the House on this, as on all other occasions.
(H I1ear, hear," and cheers.)
The motion was then put and carried; and the
members of the committee retired to prepare the
address.
On their return, after a short interval,
Mr. HE ALES said he had the honour to bring
up the following report of the committee :" We, t.he Speaker and members of the r.. egislative Asst'mhly, III Parliament assembled, desire
to express our cong-ralUlations to your ExceJlelJcy
on your safe return from the scene of your /!allant
serVIces in New Zealand, and request you to
convey to the officers and soldiers of all arms, as
well as to Commodore Seymour and the several
forces under his command, engaged in that
harassing warfare the hi/!h sense which this
House entertains of their bravery, and its deep
sympathy for the widows and children of those
who have fallen during the war.
t< Committee-rooms, April 11, 1861."
Mr. SNODGRASS wished to draw attention to
the fact that a number of volunteers served with
the regular troops, and asked if it would not be
proper to include them in the address?
Dr. EV ANS would offer an explanation. This
address was to General Pratt and Commodore
Seymour, and the officers and men collected
from these colonies, the men engaged in the
Victoria being included. The other volunteers belonged to New Zealand, and this wa!! Dut the
occasion on wtich their services should be alluded
to.
Mr. GRANT thought one error had crept
into the address, as Major-General Pratt was
styled therein His Excellency.
Dr. EV A~"S.-Quite right. He is the Commander of the Forces here. (Hear, hear.)
1\1r. CARPENTER thought the commander of
the Pelorus !!hould be included.
Mr. ~IARTLEY.--When he comes.
Mr. A \1SINCK pointed out that all the men
were'included under the name of the forces.
The address was then adopted.
Mr, HEALES moved that the address be presented by the hon. the Speaker and such other
hon. members as might altend.
The motion was agreed to.
THE EXHIBI'l'ION OF 1854.
Mr. CARPENTER ga.ve notice tha.t, on Tuesday, he should ask when the Government intended to distribute the medal!! awarded by the
Ex.hibition Commissioners in Uri4?
THE CARNGHAM MINING ACCIDENT.

Mr. CARPE~TER announced that, on Tuesda.y, he 8hould ask, whether it was the intention
of the Government to institute any inquiry relative to this disasted
THE GOVERNMENT SURVEY

EQUIP~lENTS.

Mr. GREEVES notified that, on Tuesday, he
should call for the production of a copy I)f the
inventory of all instruments, apparatus, and
survey equipments belon~ing to the Government
in the department of Lands and Survey.
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MINING ACCIDENTS.

Mr. CARPENTER intimated that, on Thursd&y, he should move for leave to bring in a bill
for the prevention of mining accidents in this
colony.
HO~I(EOPATHIC

PRACTITIONERS.

Mr. STEPHEN presenterl a petition from
practitioners of the homooopathic system of medical treatment, praying tha.t certain clauses might
be introduc.,d into the Medical Practitioners Registration Bill to be considered t hat evening, with a
view to protect their interestR. He moved that
it be read. (H No, no.")
The motion for reading the petition was negatived, and it was ordered to lie on the table.
MINISTERS' PENSIONS.

Mr. MARTLEY, in the absence of Mr. Wood,
asked the hon. the Chief Secretary whether it
was the intention of the Government to introduce any bill for alterin/! the law with rega.rd to
pensions to responsible Idinisters.
Mr. HE ALES said it was his intention to introduce such a bill.
TAXING MINING COMPANIES.

Mr. FRAZER asked the hon. the Commissioner of Mines if he intended to insert a clause
in the new Gold-fields Act, exempting mining
machinery from taxation by municipal councils.
1\1r. llUMFFRAY replied in the affirmative.
CASTLEMAINE CAMP RESERVE.

Dr. MACADAM asked the hon. the President
of the Board of Land and Works if he had any
objection to lay on the table of the House a
return showing the number of buildings erected
on the ea.mp reserve at Ca",tlemaine, specifying
those occupied and unoccupied, and by whom in
respect to those occupied, with the rent charged:
and further, the number of officers in the district
entitled to free quarters?
:r.fr. GRANT had no objection to produce the
return, which was being prepared, and would be
1 eady in a few days.
SPENCER· STREET STATION.

Mr. STNCLAIR asked the hon. the Commi!!sioner of Public Works whether the pre:"entaccommodation at Batman's-hill was considered sufficient for the passengers and goods traffic; if not,
what would be the cost of the required accommodation, inc1udlDl{ earthwork, balla~t, rails,
chairs, point!!, cro!!sings, and turn-tables, building,
and all complete?
Mr. GRANT, in reply, said the accommodation at Spencer·street Station was deemed to be
quite sufficient for the present arrangements, and
therefore no estimates bad been prepared.
Mr. SINCLAIR would bring his question forward on another occasion, and he hoped, therefore, that some es:imates would be got ready, for
he intended to mll,ke use of them to show that
the estimates for the proposed central terminus
at Eliza.beth·street would thereby have to be
materially reduced.
THE WILLlAl\IflTOWN WORKSHOPS.

Mr. L. L. SMITH al'oked the hon. the Commissioner of Public Works why it was the
foundations of the Williamstown workshops were
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allowed to remain in their present condition?
and whether the Government intended to proceed
with the erectIOn of the buildings, and when?
Mr. GRANT replied to the Brst question, tha.t
the opinion of Mr. Sturrock, the locomotive
manager on the Great Northern line of railway
in England, on the subject, had been asked for,
and not ye. obtained. To the second question,
he informed the hone member that no decision
in the matter had as yet been arnved at.
GOVERNi\1ENT RAILWAY ROLLING STOCK.

Mr. WOODS asked the hone the Commissioner
of Public Works-Whether any steps are being
taken by the Govemment to provide an adequate
supply of carriages, trucks, vans, &c., 10 anticipation of the opening of the line to Castlemaine and
Ba.llarat? Whelher the Government still persist
in using teak in the construction of carriages,
&c.? How long will it be before a necessa.ry
supply of rolling stock will be availa.ble if the
Government are determined to wait for the importation of teak from India?
Mr. GRANT replied to the first question, that
there was a contract already in hand for the con·
struction of 40 carriages, and orders were sent to
Engla.nd for the wheels, &c., of 200 more. To
the second question he would say, that teak
would be used in the construction of the 40
carriages.
To the third question, he would
say, that no delay in getting a proper supply of
rolling stock was intended.
Mr. WOODS was perfectly well aware tha.t 40
carriages were ordered, but though the contract
had been out six months, he believed it was not
yet commenced. It was far easier to get ironwork from England than teak from India.; and
it was well known, also, that colonial blackwood
was equal, if not superior, to teak. His desire
was, without being supposed to be looking for
the office of Commissioner of Railways, to know
if there was any possibility of the contracts being
completed in time for the opening of the railway,
which could not take place if teak had to be
imported from India.

SHIPPING TELEGRAMS.

Mr. SNODGRASS asked the hon. the Commissioner of Trade and Customs what was the
gain estimated on actual outlay by the stoppage
of the shipping telegrams? His "luestion, he
added, arose from the answer to the question
put by the hone member for Ripon the previous
day.
Mr. LOADER had really answered this question the day before. He had said then that the
gain, in point of time, was considerable; but the
gain, in poiIlt of money, had to be estimated in
various ways. For instance, the gain, in point of
time, might be reckoned at £2,500; and the
gain, in point of labour required last year, but
not this, might be reckoned at £4,700, together
making a saving of .£7,200.
COLONIAL STATISTICS.

Mr. CHAP MAN asked the hone the Chief
Secretary when the statistics for the year 1860
would be published by the registrar' general ?
Mr. HEALES had been informed by the registrar'general that, judging from past experience,
the statistics would Dot be ready for six months
to come. When ready they would be put in the
hands of the Government printer.
A CONVICT AT LARGE.

Mr. MICHIE had given notice that he would
on that day ask the hone the Chief Secretary
whether the Government was aware that a person convicted several years back of embezzlement whilst in the Government service, and
lately sentenced at the General Sessions of Melbourne to two years' imprisonment, for obtaining
money under false pretences, was then at large'
if so, under what circumstances this individuai
was thus at liberty, the conviction not having
been set aside? He believed that the Government had not known well who was referred to,
but he had still reason foro-not mentioning any
name; and, not to incom'enience the Government, he would postpone his question for a day.
POLICE PAY.

Mr. DONALD asked the hone the Chief
Secretary whether lit was true that the police in
the Ovens district had not yet received their pay
for the months of February and March last?
Mr. HEALES said the pay could not be sent
till the pay-abstracts for the previous month were
adjusted, and, as the pay was late last month,
extraordina.ry delay had necessarily ensued this
O"ENS WATER-RIGHT COMMISSION.
month. The February pay had been forwarded
Mr. I'ONALD asked the hone the Commis- on the 9th March, and as soon as the abstracts
sioner of Mines whether the Government had yet for March were rea.dy, the pa.y for that month
determited what action they would take on the would be remitted.
report of. the Ovens Water Right Commission,
and if Kl, whether there was any objection to
TELEGRAPH STATION AT WOODEND.
state such determination to the House?
Mr. ClIAPMAN gave notice that, on the folMr. BUMFFRA Y said the Government had lowing day, he would ask the COllllUitisioner of
not yet ietermined what to do in the matter. Trade and Customs if the Government intended
The sug~estions contained in the report, and also to establish a. telegraph station at the Woodend
others frQm the gold· fields made on the subject, Railway Station?
were very valuable, and would probably form the
THE CASE OF MULHOLLAND.
basis of ~ Government scheme shortly to be sub·
Mr. MARTLEY gave notice tha.t, on the folmitted to the House.
lowing day, he would ask the hone the Chief
SANDRIDGE FISHERMEN.
Secretary the date and period of the sentence of
Mr. L. L. SMITH postponed his question OD imprisonment passed upon a man named Multhis subjtCt till the following day.
holland, to whom a ticket of leave had been

Mr. GRANT said that DO fresh contract for
carriage8 had been taken since Mr. Higinbo·
tham's a.ppointment, and he believed the only
reMon for this was that he had not yet been in a
pOlSition to sa.y whether teak was or was not the
best wooo.

640

THE VICTORIAN HANSARD.

granted, the date of such ticket· or-leave, and
whether such ticket-of-leave had been granted
under any, and what, special circumstances?
OVENS WATER RIGHT COMMISSION.

Mr. DONALD gave notice that, on the following day, he would ask the hon. Commissioner of
Mines whether the Government iBtended to appoint any authority to take evidence on oath as
to the priority of eXlstin~ water rights in the
Ovens district, as recommended in the report of
the Ovens Water-right Commission?
COLONIAL TIMBER.

Mr. WOODS gave notice that, on the following
day, he would ask the Chief Commissioner of
Public Works whether there was any objection to
the use of colonial timber, approved of by the
superintendent of railway carriages, in the contracti for railway carriages at present in hand?
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extent of the juriBdiction of each court for the
recovery of hi3 fees or other remuneration for his
professional services, whether medical or surgical,
and that it shall be sufficient to state in the
particulars of demand, the words" for meuical
services" which shall include every deman:i for
medical or surgical aid, includinl{ medicines when
supphed by the plaintiff to the defendant."
The motion was put and carried.
The preamble was passed; and the CHAIRMAN
reported the bill, as amended, to the House.
The consideration of the report was made an
or.ier of the day for next Tuesday.
DISTRICT COUNCILS BILL.

Upon the order of the day for the second reading of this bill being called,
Mr. SNODGRASS said he would remind the
hon. members in whose charge the bill was that
the Government intended to bring in a similar
PENSIONS.
bill, and therefore he considered it would be
Mr. MARTLEY gave notice tllat, on the fol- better to wait until the Government had an
lowing day, he would ask the Chief Secretary opportunity of bringing in their bill. He was in
when the Government intended to introduce a favour of a bill of the nature of the one proposed,
measure for the alteration of the law with regard and he believed the House would be found
generally to support it.
to pensions to Ministers?
Mr. NEWTON, in moving the second reading
MEDICAL PRACTITIONERS BILL.
of the bill, said the Government had had
The House then went into committee for the many opportunities of bringing in a bill, but
further consideration of this bill.
had failed to take advantage of them.
Mr. L. L. SMITH moved the introduction of He thought that the time had now arrived
the following new clause:when they should no longer wait for the
"It shall be lawful for the Medical Board of Government to bring down a bill. (Hear, hear.)
Victoria, or a quorum thereof, to register, as a At the period of his election he had pledged
legally-qualified medical practitioner, within the himself to bring in such a bill, when his attenmeaning of the acts 9 and 10 Vict., Nos. 12 and tion was called to the difficulty of working the
22, and to grant a certificate as such, to any per- road boards under the present act; but, with
son practising medicine or surgery in the colony his native modesty (laughter), he had waited
o~ Victoria at the date of the passing of this act, for some other member to bring the matter
but not thereafter, who Rhall prove to the satis- forward. Finding, however, that no one had
faction of the said board that he has passed put his shoulder to the wheel, he had brought
thrJugh a regular course of medical study, of not forward the present measure. AftE-r the last
less than four years' duration, in a school of session of the House that measure had been
medilline, and that he Las received, after due brought before the Road Board Conference,
examination, from some university, college, or and to prove how the matter was taken
other body duly recognized for that purpose in up he might state that out of 58 members
the country to which such university, college, or of the conference about 47, or 48, were
The road acts
other body may belong, a medical diploma or in favour of his measure.
de!{ree, certifying to his ability to practise medi- as they at present stood, were unworkable;
cine or surgery, as the case may be; provided and he believed that members on both £>ides
that the holder of the said diploma or degree of the House would agree with him, that it
shall have resided for a period of not less than was almost impossible for any road hoard to work
one year previous to ~raduation at the university effective under the present acts. In tnEl ftrs~ place,
or college which has conferred the diploma or a rate was declared before any as"essmE-ot Wall
degree upon him."
made, and there was no knowing upon what basis
Mr. HOOD would like to know the exact such a rate was to be struck. In order to avoid
effect the clause would have generally upon gen- the difficulties which arose from such a s}stem,
tlE-men practil!ing in the colony who were not he would by his bill make the assCSilment first,
legally qualified. There was one ~entleman he and then strike the rate. With reference to the
knew who had practised for 20 years, and been assessment, there was a great difference between
engaged as a coroner, and yet had no diploma, the manner in whICh it was made and that in
and if the clause were pa~sed he would have to which he proposed to ma.ke it. It was now fixed
come forward and take his degree. There were by the 17th Vic., No. 9, the efftlct of which was
many gentlemen in a similar position.
that those who improved their lands had to pay
The clause was then agreed to.
for the roads and bridges that furnished access to
Mr. HEDLEY moved the insertion of a new lands not improved. If roads were made, of
COUTse lands adjoining them increased in value,
clause, as follows :" Every doctor of medicine or other medical and the speculator was thus enabled to make
practitioner who shall have received such certi- money upon the expendifure of his neighbours.
ficate as aforesaid, shall afterwards be entitled to (Hear, hear.) In his bm, however, a system
sue in any court of law within the colony to the which he believed the llouse would consider far
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more fair was laid down. As regarded the conerence to which he had alluded, certain amendments had been made by it, and pressed upon
him, &nd he had promised to consider them as
carefdly as possible, and he had adopted many
of th£m. 0 ne altera.tion which had been made
in the bill since it was last before Ihe House was,
that he adopted the principle of voting by ballot
for the distl!'ict councils, and he believed most
hon. mem'1er's were in favour of having that syetem as much in one case as in another. Another
clause rela.ted to the rents of Crown lands. AIthough not, perhaps, in order In referring to a
former debate, he might Ray that it would be a
difficult mat t.er for the Government to ('oUect rents
in agricultura.l districts, and he thought the best
way to obvia,te that difficulty would be to make
such rents a sort of endowment to the local
boards, for if they were to be applied to the improvement of the roads near the lands rented by
those who had to pay them. there would not be so
much difficulty in collecting them. The bill was
also in favour of dividing districts into wards, and
certain clauses stated how that should be accom·
plished. Another clause referred to the election
of councillors. By section 91 he would give the
councils power to issue licences for cutting
timber and quarrying stone, because it was only
natural that the gentlemen forming those councils
would be better judges of what timber should be
feUed than,the Crown rangers were. 'l'he councils
should also have the power of licensing pounds,
in order to avoid the complaints at present made
through the daily press of the appointments of
poundkeepers, and to prevent the collusion
between parties taat now so frequently occurred,
by which the pound keepers divided their fees.
By his bill, in short, the first step would be
taken ,owards decentraliza.tion. He would also
~ive to the councils the power of granting slaughtering-licenoes-not judicial powers, but only executive ; &lso to appoint inspectors of slaughtering-houses. He woald also invest the powers of
magistra~es in the councils, and enable them
to appoint constables, to have power over
punts, and ferries, and toUs, to state where toUs
should be established and the amounts to be
levied-subject to the approval of His Excellency
the Governor; the amounts received from the
tolls to be employed by the counCils in the repair
of roads. He did not mean that the tolls, &c.,
were the only endowments the councils were to
have, as he saw that there waR a considerable
sum pla.~ed on the Estimates for road
boards, which would give the councils- an
amount he hoped to see increa~ecl next year.
One othar thing. lIe would give the councils
power to maintain all roads in their districts, because he found that works could be carried out
much mae cheaply by district bodies than by the
Government. He believed that no Minister of
the CroVll could bring any charge against any
board for making away with funds. (Hear.)
He hopro that next year the Government would
be in the position of putting a much larger sum
on the Bstimates for this purpo~e, and thereby
relie\'e tie Board of Land and Works of a great
portion d its expenditure. (Hear.)
Mr. HEALES said It was not his intention to
address himself to the merits of the bill before
the Home, as every hon. member knew that
every statement in the speech of the hon. member,

had been accepted and admitted by the House
years ago. (Hear, hear.) Therefore he thought
it would only be a waste of time to recapitulate
or reply to the arguments of the hon. member.
(Hear, hear.) He would, however, refer to the
position which the hon. member occupied before
the House in respect to this question. It was properly stated by the hon. member for Dalhousie,
that leave was given to bring in this bill on the
distinct understanding that no action should be
taken on it until the Government had an oppor·
tunity of bringing in their bill for decentralization. He referred to that for the purpose of
showing that if the second reading were now
postroned, and the debate at once stopped, a
very considerable saving of the public time would
be effected. (Hear, hear.) The Government
had publicly stated that it was their intention
to bring in a bill which would accompli"h
everything that was prQposed to be accomplished
by the measure then before the House. The
Government measure would, however. differ on
one very important point. The hon. member
stated that he hoped next year the Government
would be able to place on the Estimate3 a larger
sum than heretofore for the purposes of these
local bodies. The difference was, that the Government expected that, under a proper system
of decentralization, it would not be necessary to
grant any subsidies whatever to those local
boards. (Hear, hear.) The Government believed
it was necessary to give, as far as possible,
full power of local self-government, and full
power of taxation to the local boards, and allow
them to administer their own funds. That was
the great dividing principle between the measure
proposed to be introduced by the Government
and that of the hon. member. (Hear.) It was, ill
fact, the desire of the Government that these
votes should be swept away from the Estimates
altogether, and that the people of the locality
should create their own funds, have general
powers to make roads and bridges, and-where
the population was dense-a partial control over
the police. (Hear.) lIe said a partial control
over the police, because he was not prepared for
the decentra.lization of the police force beyond
this-that the local bodies should assist in their
management, and so economize as to effeet a
saving to the country generally, and, at the same
time, give a greater amount of protection. (Hear,
hear.) Tne hon. member had stated that the
Government had not brought in this measure
as quickly as they ought to have done.
The Govt'Tnment, however, on taking office. had
stated the subjects which they intended to take
in hand, one of their principal objects being to
economIze the public expenditure. The Government had also stated that it was not their in tention to take much otber business in hand until
the Estimates were passed. They were then in
the fourth month of the year, and they were 118
yet dealing with the first branch of the Estimates, a large portion of which had already been
expended. That was a most objectionable sbte
of things, and therefore the Government were
anxious to deal with the Estimates in the first
instance. CHear.} lIe might, however, tell the
hon. member that the Government bill for de·
centralization wa.s at that moment in the hands
of the printers; but although that was so, it
would yet require serious consideraLion before
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the Government could present it to the HOllse
or country. It was, however, their intention to
introduce it as soon a!l possible, having reference
to the passing of the E~timates. (lIear, hear.)
Mr. HEDLEY sa.id it did not appear to him
that the measure pointed to by the Chief Secre'
tary would be in the least degree more accepta.ble
to the country than that before the HOllse; .lond,
therefore, he should support the mOlion of the
hone member. (Hear.)
The SPEAKER then put the question, that
the bill be read a second time, which was agreed
to.
Mr. NEWTON then moved that the bill be
committed. (Mr. Grant.-" Pro formd.")
The [{ouse then went into committee, and the
preamble hav.ng been postponed,
Mr. NEWTON moved that the Chairman report progress, in order tha.t every hone member
should have an opportunity of reading the bill,
which was agreed to, and
The House resumed, and the bill was ordered
to be re·com-nitted that day fortnight.
:BEER LICENCES.

On the order of the day, "Beer LicencesResolutions to be funhar considered in committee,"
Mr. HOW ARD moved tha.t a licence·fep, of £5
be chargeable on eating-houses J for the sale of
colonial beer, and that a bill be brought in for
the purposp,.
Mr. HENI'ERSON seconded the motion,
"hi ch was agretd to.
The hon. members then brou!!ht up the bill,
which was read a first· irne, and ordered to be
rea.d a second time that day fortnight.
Mr. WOOD rose to a point of order. He desired to know If any a.lteration could bp, mll.de in
bills between the first and second reading~, or was
the practice diff.:rent from that of the House of
Commons?
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The SPEAKER said the same rule prevailed.
No alteration could be made, except by leava of
the House. It was always supposed that a bill
was brought up in a perfect state. But, although
that was the rule, it was not always carried out
in practice. (La.ughter.)
ADJOURNMENT.
Mr. WOOD wished, with the leave of the
House, to make a motl.)n. Hon. members were
awa.re that the last two nights the House had sa~
! ill a very late hour; and he feared that hone
memhers were so much exhausted that they
would not be able to give the necessary attention
to the suhjects on the paper for'that evening.
(Hear. hear.) Under these circumstance;;, he
thought he would best consult the convenienCi or
members by moving that the House do then adjourn to the following day.
Mr. HEALES had, at the breaking up of the
Hou~e that morning, proposed that the House
should adjourn to Friday, but did not press it, on
account of that being a private members' night,
and as there seemed to be an objection to the
adjournment. lIe should be happy, however, to
second the motIOn. (Hear, hear.)
The SPEAKER put the question, which was
assented to; but
Mr. HEDLEY suggested that the notice· paper
should be read over, and the business adjourned,
which was accordingly done.
On the order for resuming the debate on
THE GOLD EXPORT DUTY,
Mr. LEVI (a.mid cries of H Oh, oh") said he
shoulU resume the debate, when he was called to
order by
The SPEAKER, who !laid the hon. member
was out of order, as he had already spoken.
(Great laughter.)
The remainmg bUlliness was then postponed,
and, at half· past 6 o'clock the House adjvurned
to next .bi.y.

:FIFTY·FIRST DAY--FRIDAY, APHIL lQ, 1801.
LEGISLATIVE ASSE:\lBLY.
The SPEAKER took the chair at 32 minutes
PlloSt 4 o'clock.
PRINTING COMIIIITI'EE.
Mr. LALOR pretlented the twelfth report of the
Printing Committee.
MR. J. G. KNIGHT.
Mr. KING gave notice tha.t, on Tue~day next,
he would ask the hon. the CommiR~ioner of
Public 'VorkRif he would lay Oil the table copies
of all the corre~pondence relating to the appomtment of 1\1r. J. G. Knight. as ~rchitect to the
Houses of Parliament, including corre!lpondclIce
with former Goveruncnts on the subject of COllpen.sation ?
ROKEWOOD PETTY SESSIONS.
Mr. LALOR gave notice that, on Tuesday,
h. would ask the hone the Chief Secreta.ry why

a court of petfy"essions had not been continued
at Rokewood, as hert:tufore ?
PETITION.
Mr. PYKE preRented a petition from the inhabitants of Cas~lemaine and its neighbourhood
against state aid to relihion.
EXPORT DUTY ON GOLD.
Mr. SERJEANT gave notice of certain !lItera.tions which it was hi!! intention to move when the
Export Gold Duty Abolition Bill came under the
consideratIOn of the House.
PAYMENT OF MEMBERS.
Dr. EV ANS rose to ask the hon. the Chief
Secretary if be had any ohji'ctlOn, on the part of
the Government, to allow the debate on the Payment of ~lemberil Bill to take precedence on
~'riday next. or any other convenient day?
Mr. HE H.ES could not at Jlresent consent to
give precedence over all busin688 to the bill iD
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question on any night; but, for the purpose of
clearing off the matter, he was willing to a.llow it
to come on at 9 o'clock on the night of Friday
next.
MELBOURNE PUBLIC LIBltARY.

Dr. MACADAJ!: gave notice that he would,
on Tuesday next, ask the Chief Sec"etary for all
correspondence on the subject of the Melbourne
Public Library; and also, if the Government intended 11;0 pIa 'e any sum on the Supplementary
Estimat,es for extending the accommodation to
visitors to that building?
ELECTIONS AND QUALIFICATIONS COMMITIEE.

The SPEAKER announced that he had appointed l\lesQs. Martley, )l'Lellan, Prendergast,
Pyke, and Verdon, to serve on the Elections az:d
Qua.lifications Committee.
The gentll'm!'n named lhen took the oaths per·
taining to the office.
POLICE AT PLEASANT CREEK.

Mr. WOODS asked the hone the Chief Secretary wha.t was the nature of the instructions
issued to a person n~med Wilson, a superintendent of police at Pleasant Creek, in reference
to the collection of business licences? Had any
complaints been made to the Government by the
inhabitants in rt:ference to the conduct of the
said Wilson in this particular? Was the said
WUson authorized to collect business licences
from all inhabitants in that district, except
clergymen and miners? What was there for a
staff of police and Wilson to do at t;tawell ?
Mr. HEALES said he was not yet ready to
answer the questions. He would be prepared to
do so on Wednesday next.
Mr. MARTLli;Y, with reference to the form in
which the questions were put, asked the Speaker
if it was in accordance with the rules of the
House? also, whether a person mentioned in such
questions should not be named in a cour:eous
and proper manner? and if it was not improper
to describe a gentleman holding the position of a
superin. endent of police as .. WIlson," or the
"said WiINon," without any other appellation?
The SPEAKER said the form of the questions
was not out of order. It was for any hon. member to word hiR questionl:1, as he would address
a person out of doors, as he thought proper,
and in any way hi~ own good sense might dictate.
(U Hear, hear,"and laughter.)

for the fourth, .£800 for the fifth, £1,000 for the
sixth, and SI) on. He would lay the terms and
conditions ot the lease on the table of the House.
There was some proba.bility of the lease r~verting
to the Government after Lhe 25th instant, as the
lessee had failed to fulfil the conditions imposed. To the third question he would reply,
that on his accesllion to office he found that
.Mr. Camphell, an engineer, and lately connected
with the Geelong Railway, had been sent to
examine the tramway, and had furnished his
predecessor with a report. In that report Mr.
Campbell stated that it would take £10,000 to
repair the line, by laying down fresh wooden ralls,
and something like .£70,000 to turn it into a
railway, bo!h of which steps he (\1r. Campbell)
thou~ht would, under the circumstances, be
useless, as there was an excellent and expensively·formed road within a mile of the line
of the tramway. There were several items of
useful information in Mr. Campbell's report,
and he would lay it on the table. He would add
that the Government did not at present intend
to repair the tramway for the purposes named.
YARRA BEND ASYLUM.

Mr. HEDLEY asked the hon. the Commissioner of Public Works by whom the day yards
at the Yarra Bend Lunatic Asylum were planned,
and whether the advice of any competent medical man was taken as to their suitable character,
with regard to situation, extent, or mode of
construction?
Mr. GRANT replied that the plans had been
prepared in the Public Works Depa.rtment, under
the advice of Dr. Bowie, the superintendent of
the asylum, who also suggested all the arrangements. He would also state that the day yards
were only temporarily enclosed till the walls of
the asylum were built.
A CONVICT AT LARGE.

Mr. MARTLEY (in the absence of Mr. Michie)
asked the hon. the Chief Secretary whether the
Government were aware that a person convicted
several years back of embezzlement, whilst in
the Government service, and latdy sentenced at
the General Sessions of Melbourne to two years'
imprisonment, for obtaining money under false
pretences, was now at large? if so, under what
circumstances was this individual thus at liberty,
the conviction not having been set aside?
Mr. HEALES said the person referred to was
Y AN YEAN TRAMW AY.
Mr. DON asked the hon. the Commissioner convicted in Dl:'cember la~t, but on a point of
of Public Works whether t.he Yan Yean tram- law being ra.ised for the decision of the Supreme
way had been leased; ami if so, for what perIOd, Court, he was, on appliclltion, admitted to bail.
at what rental, to whom, and subject to what The point of Jaw had not yet been decided, in
condition8? If leased, was there any probability consequence, it appeared, of an omission on the
of its reverting to the Government; and if so, part of the proper lAncer to prepare a special
when? What was the es,imated cost of repairing case for the decibion of the jud6 es.
it efficiently for ({eneral traffic? Whether (m the
TELEGRAPH STATION AT WOODEND.
event of the lease being cancelled, if such ex·
Mr. CHAP MAN a~ked the hone the Commisisted) the Government had any intention of repairing the tramway and making it available fnr sioner of Trade and Customs whether it was the
public convenience, and br the conveyance of intention of the Government to establish a teleproduce from the a~ricnltural districts of Preston, graph station in the township of Woodend, in
connexion with the completion of the railway to
Epping, Yan Yean, and the Plenty?
)fr. GRANT lloplied that the tramway had that place
been leased to Mr. G. Handasyde in 1859 for
Mr. LOADER replied that the Government
16 years, at a rent of £250 for the first year, would have no objection to establish the said
.£350 for the second, .£500 for the third, .£650 atAtion at the proper ~me.
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THE CASE OF MULHOLLAND.

Mr. MARTLEY said that since enterint' the
House he had been informed of the circumstances attending the grant of the ticket-of-leave
to Mulholland, a.nd he should not therefore press
the question on the subject of wr..ich he had
given notice. Had the hone the Chief Secretary
given a fuller answer to a. previous question he
(Mr. Martley) had put, Borne trouble would have
been saved.
Mr. HEALES was particularly anxious to
answer the question.
Mr. MARTLEY then asked the hone the
Chief Secretary the date and period of the sen·
tence of imprisonment pa~Red upon a man DlI.med
MulhoIland, to whom a ticket-of-leave had recently beeu granted? The date of such ticketof-leave? Whether such ticket-of-leave had been
granted under any, and what, special circumstances?
Mr. HEALES might, in replying, explain
that when the question was first put he did not
thoroughly understand the practice in Buch cases.
The consequence was that, the penal department
being under his OWn jurisdiction, he had asked
t he under-secretary what was the usual custom
in such matters, and requested him to furnish a
memorandum respectmg the subject of the question. The memorandum was furnished; and its
effect was, that the first application on behalf of
Mulholland was sent to the private secretary
of the Governor, by the Under-Treasurer
according to the usual custom, without being
submitted to the Chief Secretary. The answer to the question was, that Mulholland
had heen sentenced, on June 17, 1859, for a
period of five years; and the date of his ticketof-leave was March 2:3, 1861. Under ordinary
circumstances that ticket would not have is~ued
till Decelnber next, but tbe chief medical officer
had certitied that the further confinement of
Mulholland would enda.nger his life, and in consequence His Excellency was plear,;ed to sanction the issue of the ticket at an earlier date.
PENSIONS BILL.

Mr. MARTLEY asked the hone the Chief Secretary when it wa.s the intention of the Government to introduce the promised biII for the
alteration of the law with regard to pensions to
retiring re'ponsible Ministers.
Mr. HEALES had thouJ.{ht the answer he had
given on the previous day to a question of a
nearly similar character was Rufficiently plain to
let the hone member for l\faldon understand
tbat it was not the intention of the Government,
a!l such, to introduce thiS measure at all. In
consequence, however, of his (Mr. Heales's)
connexion with this matter, his colleagues had
consented to his bringing in a bill on the subject,
but he was to do so on his own responsibility.
As to the period of its introductIOn, he was not in
a positio.n to infor!ll t~e hone member of t~e particular tIme at whICh It would be brought m.
RAILWAY CARRIAGES.

Mr. MfLELLAN (in the absence of Mr. Woods)
asked the hon. the Commissioner of PublicWorks
whether the Government had any objection to
use colonial timber in the construction of the
present contra.ct for 40 carriages, such timber to
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be subject to the approval of the superintendent
of rolline- stock?
Mr. GRANT replied that the terms of the
contract were that teak ~hould be used, and in
the present case the whole of the teak for the
carriages in question bad been ordered, a considerable portion of it had arrived, and advices of
the remainder were expected by the next mail.
The works were not s'Jspended, and 20 carriaj!"es
would probably be finished by the end of the
year.
OVENS wATER RIGHTS COMMISSION.

Mr. DON ALD postponed his questi:m on this
subject till Tuesday next. .
RAILWAY DEBENTURES.

Mr. DON gave notice that he would, on Tuesday next, ask the h'ln. the Treasurer when the
Government intended to issue the £10 railway
debentures in Melbourne, according to the terms
of the RaIlway Loan Act?
CASTLEMAINE AND l\IARYBOROUGH RAILWAY

Mr. LEVI gave notiC'e that, on Thursday next,
he would move that the land required for a line
of railway from Castlemaine to Maryborough be
reserved from sale, in accordance with the promise made by the hone the Attorney-General,
when standing for his election at Maryborough.
(Laughter. )
GROWTH OF COTTON IN VICTORIA.

Mr. SERVICE hoped the hone the Commissioner of Lands and Survey would permit him to
call attention to a matter deeply interesting to
the co~ony at large. lIon. members were aware
that, in consequence of recent events, the supply
of cotton was likely to fall Rhort, and considerable excitement e:xisted on the subject in Great
Britain. The probability was, that gentlemen
were coming out to this colony by the next
mat! for the purpoRe of promoting certain
schfmes for the growth of cotton in Australia.
which had been suggested among the Bntish
community. He observed that the people of
Queensland had taken the mat ter up; but it was
also admitted that certain porions of this colony
were suited to the cultivation of cotton. It
would not, perbapR, be departing from the
functions of Government if, under sucb peculiar
circumstances, some mEans were taken to a8cer~
tam the capacities of this colony in this resp~ct.
and so arrest the attention of persons arnvmg
here, and be the means of communicr..ting to the
home country the fact that this colony waR fitted
for the purpose alluded to. He was (tuite sure
he might t"xpect that the Governmlmt would
be perfectly rtady to do their utmost in such a.
matter.
Mr. BROOKE acknowled!!ed that the matter
was of great public importance; but there was
Rome diffdence of opinion exi~ting as ~o whether
there were many parts of the col oily SUIted to the
purpose. The Government had had thiS matter
u~der their com;i~eration ; and, in order t.o as_c~r
talll more conclUSively the fact of the sUltaOlhty
of any part of the colony to the growth of cotton,
they had sou!!ht the opinion of Dr. Mueller, who
had replied that there were certain portions of
the colony suited to the purpose.
Mr. FRANCIS.-- The valley of the Murray.
Mr. SERVICE was quite aware that the case
was as the hon. member ha.d said ; but under the
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circumsttances, it was important that early action
should b)e taken on the subject.
MINING RESERVOIR.

Mr. CJARPENTER J!ave notice that, on the
16th in Bit. , he would ask the hon. Commissioner
of Minles whether he had're~eived any report
upon a lIarge reservoir at Back Cref'k, Sandhurst,
from Mlr. Superintending· engineer Taylor ?
DISTRESS FOR RENT.

Mr. '\WOOD gave notice that, on Tuesday next,
he woudd ask leave to introduce a bill to amend
the law relating to distress for rent.
DEPAST"GRING LICENCES.

port; more especially as The .A'I'gus was in the
habit of misrepresenting him both in and out of
Parliament.
The matter then dropped.
GOLD EXPORT DUTY.

Mr. LEVI wished to call attention to what had
occurred on the, previous evening, when the resumption of the debate upon the abolition of the
export duty upon gold was brougbt on. He had
then risen for the purpose of addressing himself
to the motion for adjournment, and not on the
main question. He wished to know whether
he was in order in addre8sin~ the Bouse?
The SPEAKER said the hon. member was not
speaking to any question before the liouse.
The matter then dropped.

Mr. WOOD gaye notice that, on Tuesday next,
he woulld ask the hon. the Commissioner of Lands
SUPPLY OF WATER TO THE GOLD-FIELDS.
and SUJrvey whether any graziers' licences or
Mr. Fl{,ANCIS rose for the purpose of asking
farmers' depasturing licences had been issued;
and, if not, when would they be issued, and why for an explanation. It was in the recollection of
had the:y not been issued hi.herto j also, whether many Lon. members ill that J louse that there
any reg1ulations for such licences had been made, was an understanding existing that certain resoor, if mot, when would they be made? Also, lutions in his name should he discussed that
whether- the Government bad any informhtion evening j but he found. in the course of converthat per-sons depastured cattle without licences, sation with the Treasurer, that it was proposed
and if proceedings were being taken against the discussion should take place when th~ vote
for the supply of water to the gold· fields was
them?
under consideration. On referring to the EstiA QUESTIO~ OF PRIVILEGE.
mates, that was not likely to be for some
Mr. SINCLAIR wished to draw the attention weeks.
Mr. VERDON said that be had entered into a
of the House to a statement in the issue of The
A 1'gu8 newspaper for the preceding day. On the distinct understanding with the hon. member
previous evening he had made a few remarks on that the item of water supply should be taken
the subject of the education grant, which had out of its order, and considered in preference to
been perverted. The report stated that he in- all others thi~ evening. (Hear, bear.)
Mr. FRANC IS said he would, then, raise the
tended to vote that the sum of £5,000 should be
taken from the one board and given to the other. discussion when the vote was before the House
He sho'<lld not have said anything' on the present that evening.
occa..siol\ about the matter but that he had 8ent
Mr. DUFFY had understood tbe arrangement
a Dote to 'lite A'I'gu8 on the following day, which to be, that the Government would perrr,it the
had not been published. In tbat note it was resolutions of the hon. member to be considered
stated that what he said was, that he wished as raising the question of water supply. They
the National Board to receive an additional could at any time permit the item to be brought
gran t of £5,000, and leave the D~nominational forward, but if the item were passed first, the
Board "ote as it was at present. He had no other larger question raised by Mr. Francis's resolumode of putting himself right with the public at tions would be finally set aside. Surely the G<r
large but by appealing to the House. On re- vernment had as j!reat an illterest as the bono
ferri ng to the 78th pa~e of May, he found it member had in getting the opinion of the House
statt=ed that the publication of reports was a as to whether the question was to be dealt with
brea..ch of privilege, and that if either House by a vote, or whether by temporary estimates.
wish.ed to withhold the publicatIOn of their reports Some hon .. members believed that if £75,000 were
it w:as within their province f 0 do 80. (Laugh, er.) j!ranted, more would be wanted in future years.
He \Wished to insist upon The Argus putting in a That was the opinion of many hon. members.
cOfTttlcted statement, and would appc~l to the Surely tbe Government should allow the resoluSpeaker for his ruling on the matter.
tions of the hon. member to have precedence, as
unless that were done onl} the Government
Tine SPEAKER said that it would be necessary scheme would be considered.
for the hon. member to hand the paper in, to
Mr. VERDO~ said the bono and learned
have the paragraph read, and then to move that
the publication was a breach of privilege, and member misunderstood the nature of the undertha.t the printer and publisher of the paper be standing exi!;ting between the Government and
the hon. member for Richmond. As the Governcalled to the bar.
ment considered the uuderstandtng, it was that
Mr. SINCLAIR would move that the parties the resolutions and the vote for the water supply
be c:alled to the bar. (" Oh," and laughter.)
should be conSidered simultaneously. He would
TIne SPEAKER informed the bono member suggest to the hon. mem ber that it would not
that be must bring up the paper, to have it read follow that, if the resolutions were carried, the
by tlhe clerk.
vote of £75,000 would not be required. (" Yes.")
Mr. SIN CLAIR took the paper to the clerk's For, even sUppOSillg the resolutions were carried,
tablw; but, upon returning to his seat, said that considerable time would be required for carrying
his object had been accomplished already, in them into operation, and the vote would in the
havi;ng shown that there was an error in the re- meantime be rendered necessary. He would point
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out to the hone and learned member that, even
supposing the proposed or any scheme was adopted
there would be nothing to prevent the committee from expressing a view to the effect tl,at,
any general scheme being adopted, the vote of
£15,000 should be considered as an advance. At
any rate, he would venture to say that it would
be absolutely necessary to have a sum of money
voted durin~ the present se~sion, in order to
carry out the water supply either per se or otherwise.
Mr. DUFFY, in reply to the observations of
the Trea~urer, ventured to say that there was a
more simple and natural way of treating the
matter. If the House agreed to the resolutions
there ought to be a clause authorizing t.he Treasurer to make an advance before the debentures
were sold-that would be the proper course
(hear, hear}-as public opinion demanded that
the vote and the resolutions should be considered
together.
Mr. HUMFFRAY reminded the House that it
had in its own hands the power to vote the sum
on the Estimates for water supply, but thev could
not depend upon a bill carrying out Mr. Francis's
resolutIOns bemg accepted by the other branch of
the Legislature.
Mr. GILLIES said he should like to call the
attention of the Government to the fact that
when the hone member for RIChmond brought
forward his motion on a previous evening, the
Chief Secretary offt::red to allow it to take precedence on another day. He conceived that, unless that were done, there would be no real conditions as to how the VOle on the Estimates was
to be expended.
The ~PEAKER reminded the hone member
that there was no question before the House.
PETITION.

Mr. O'SIIANASSY pre8ented a petition from
the Melbourne and Suburban Railway Company,
praying that they might be placed in the same
position as the St. KIlda Railway Company, with
regard to not laymg down a double line of rails.
He would move that it be taken into consideration on Tuesday.
The petition was received, and ordered to lie on
the table.
SUPPLY.-THE GRANT FOR EDUCATION.
Upon the order of the day that the resolutions
arrived IIot in Committee of Supply be adopted,
Mr. O'SHA~ASSY said that, before the resolutionll were called on, he felt bound to make a
fpw observations to the House and to the (Gun try.
For a long series of years his name had been connected with the cause of education, and the views
held by him caused a certain amount of opprobrillm to be attached to him. Notwithstanding
that, he conld JIOt permit what had happened
during the present session-two ni!! hts ago-to
pass by without bringing before the House, and
under the notice of the country, certain facts.
The Government of the country, when a~~uming
office a short time sinc!", t09k up the Estimates
of their prf:dece!;sors, which did not contemplate
any extellt'ion of the educational I'lystem or the
increase of thE. sum granted to one or the other
board. The present Government framed their
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Estima.tes, taking a similar view, and submitted
them to Pa.rliament. It was now the month of
April, and on the resolutioas an amendment was
proposed by which fai h would be broken with
about 1,000 persons. An hone member, without
notice, ha.d endeavoured to change the en' ire policy
of these votes-without notice-and when a great
many hon. members were absent, there being an
implied understanding that, from certain causes
to which he need not allude, there would be no
House.
TT nder thosA circumstances, he need
hardly say that he ha.d regarded the attempt of
the hon. member for Castlemaine as a matt.er of
vleasantry. The House having al!;reed with the
hon. member's proposition, he (\1r. O'Sbana8sy)
was content; but immediately afterwards, the
hone member, to give effect to his vote, procpeded
to reduce the Estimates for the various
denominations- Estimates that would barely,
as it was, cover expenses. He would now like
to ask the Chief Secretary whether he had not
aC1ually paid £21,000, or one-fourth of the
entire amount, to the DenominatIOnal Board;
and, if not, whether he had not promised that
It should be paid? The hon. member then
referred to the various division lists on the evening in question, and said that, out of the 19 or
20 members who voted in the majority on the
second division, six were mernbGrs of the Government. Whatever might be the privace opinions
of members of a Government, and of which
they had a perfect right to avail themselves,
they had no right as a Government to vote
as they did, and thus outvote their own Estimates, and violate every principle which
should guide a Government.
He might be
told th~t, as they had pledged themsE::!ves to
economy, they could not a~Rent to an increase of
£5,000 to the vote for the National Board with·
out taking it from the other board. That might
be their excuse, but it was not one for a Government to make, as it did not become them to do
an injustice to one board for the benefit of
another, or to outvote themsf'lves. He could
not allow the present opportunity to paS8 without
saymg that, after-what had passed, he could not
com;istently continue to hold hig seat on the
Ministerial Bide of the House. He stated thill publicly, as he had no wish to conceal bis object in
taking the seat he at present occupie:d. He wished
to impress upon hone members, at th~ same
time, that he sat there as a perfectly impartial and independent member (hear), ~d
without being combined with any party.
It
wa~ a public duty he had been cb'~rged with,
and if he exhihited ~ome warmth, it wa.s
from the depth of his feeling when he found tha.t
the resolut.ions were al)out to he adopted without
any remarks from the Government. lIe would
now ask the HOllse to recomider the matter
before the resolut,ion6 were assented to. He knew
he was askinb( for an unusual thing, and he
had never voced during the period he had been
in that House for resolutions to be reconl'idered,
as generally he was opposed to such a proreeding.
But seeing what had happened on the present occasion-seeing I he circumstances under wnich the
vote was agreed to-Reeing the circumstance of
the Government them~elves outvoting themselves
on tht:ir own propOElltions, he made his present
application. He had been fortIfied in that by
another circumstlWce-namely, tha.t many hon.
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Ilentlemen aitting not far from him, who had
voted for the increase of £5,000, stated that they
had no intention of taking that sum from the
Denomina.tional Board, and they ha.d asked him
to take the course he now adopted in order that
they might have an opportunity of expressing
their opinions. lIe did not wish to anticipate
future discul'!lions of Parliament on this question,
and he had already deprecated the discussion of a
subject like the present in Committee of Supply,
as be did not think it was a stateRmanlike
manner of treating such an important subject. It was open to hon. members of the
Government in bo h Houses to introduce an
educational measure, a.nd it was better that
such should be done rather than that the
present course should be fdlowed. He did not
wish to assail the principles of hon. members,
and was indifferEnt as to whether they were or
were not in favour of denominational education,
but he was very much inclined to agree with the
proposition of the hon. and learned member for
Avoca, that one-fifth should be taken from the
£125,000, and given to the Roman Catholics, and
the balance applied to a system for the other
classes. He believed that such a course would
settle the question eventually, and that nothing
less would be accepted. (Mr. Service- u No.")
No injustice would thus be done, and each party
would be enabled to carry out ils own system
of education, and maintain its own religious
scruples. Circumstances demanded that they
Ilhould not tamper With the vote in the
way proposed, but that for the present the mstitutiollS should be allowed to go on as they
had gone for some years. If hon. gentlemen
wished to have the matter settled by law, let
them bring in a measure for the purpose.
He, therefore, be"ged to move that the resolutions be recommitted to the committee for reconsideration. (Hear.)
Mr. AMSINCK seconded the motion.
Dr. MACADA)f, as the member who had
brought forward the amendment, wished to make
some observations on the introductory remarks
of the hon. member for Kilmore, inasmuch as
that hon. member, while addressing himself to
the HouRe and the country, bad by his language
seemed to convey an insinuation that some sort
of advantage was taken of the particular night
on which the amendment was brought forward.
(Hear.) lIe thoul:"ht, however, that anyone
who looked dispas~ionately a" the diviRion-lists
would see that on the night in question the
House w~s, numerically, pretty much the
same as It was at that moment (hear); ann
he believed that it would be admitted that 38
members might be considered a very fair
average attendance. (UHear." Mr. O'Shanassy.U It is only half the House.")
The hon. member
said it was only half the House; but he thought
it was a fair average. (Hear.) If the question of
the amendment was one that did away with either
the one system or the other, he could understand
some stress being laid on the fact of there being
only thirty-eigbt members present; but when the
question 11'&8 simply one of transferring £5,000
from one board to the other-a sum which was
almost equalled by the surplus unclaimed by the
Presbyterians last year (hea.r, hear)- he could not
see the force of the oppositiol!l. They had, intact,
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a board suffering by a sort of process of starvation t
and endeavouring to supply the wants of new and
extending communities, but from want of funds
unable to assist the outer schools, while the sums
appropriated bv the other and more wealthy
board were more than it consumed. It was
under these circumstances, and with the knowledge of that state of things, that he brought forward his a.mendment, of his own volitIOn, and
without consultation with, or having asked the
assistance of, a single member of the House.
(Hear, hear.) What was the fact WIth re~pect
to these boards? Simply this-that wi~h about
one-third of the money the National Board could
establish a proper ~eminary in any required
locality. (U No, no," and" Hear, hear.") Hon.
members said" No, no." He only expressed his
own opinion. (Hear.) If the same locality were
left to the mercy of the Denominational Board,
it would be necessary to establish three or four
schools, at two or three times the expense; and,
therefore, it appeared to him that £5,000 in the
ha.nds of the National Board would be as useful as (10,000 or £15,000 in the hands of the
Denominational Board. (Hear, hear.) It was
with that conviction he brought forward the
amendment, which he thought was calmly discussed, ar:d with all the consideration it deserved;
and he was not, therefore, inclined to set the
bad precedent of going back on the labours of the
Committee of Supply. (Hear, hear.) In reference
to the statement of the hon. member for Kilmore
-that several members in the vicinity of the new
position he had so publicly taken up in tha.t
House stated to him that they did not know it
was intended to take the .£5,000 oft the Denomi·
nati:mal Board, he would simply refer to the report of his speech in The Argu8, which was sufficiently di~tinct on the subject (hear); and. for his
p&rt, he did not know how any hon. member could
have misunderstood his meaning. (Hear.) However, if there were any hon. members who misunderstood the motion in the first instance, they
had a full opportunity of making any statement
they liked when the second question was put.
(Hear, hear.) He did not then intend to go
into the general question of education; but he
gave the hon. member notice that, if this ques·
tion was referred back to the committee, he
should hold him8elf free to deal with this matter,
not as a question of .£5,000, but to go into the
question to the full extent, even of settling it in
a manDer more premature than was intended.
(Hear, hear.) The hon. member had referred to
the 8cheme of the hon. and learned member for
the A voca. He had some symputhy with that
scheme, but he thoul/;ht it premature to go into
it on the co~sidera.tion of the Estuoates. He
would, therefore, oppose the motion of the hon.
member, believing that the vote of the committee
had been arrived at after fair discussion, and with
an excellent attendance on the part of members.
(Hear, hear_)
Mr. MlCHIE, althoullh both hon. members
had to some extent gone into the general question, had no disposition to follow their example,
as he did not consider it desirable to discuss the
merits of a question which had been fully gone
into before. If the hon. member for Castlemaine
had gone into the general subject, 80 had the
hon. member for Kilmore, in saying tha.t nothing
less than an absolute change would be satisfactory
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to the portion of the community to whom he referledMr. O'SHANASSY.-I beA' the hon. memher's
pardon. What I 8aid was, that if we were going
to settle this qlleRtion by financial means in the
House, then I thought the propositIOn of the
hon. and learned mem ber for the Avoca was that
which would give most satisfaction-namely, on
the census flrinciple. (I1ear.)
Mr. MIC HIE had understood the hon. member to say that nothing less would satisfy the
portion of the community to which he referred
than a certain Rum for the Roman Catholics, and
the whole of the remainder for another system.
It was very easy for the hon. member to make
assertions-just as easy as it was for him to
contraaict them. He had, however, good reason
to differ on this point with the hon. member.
He quite agreed that there existed differences
between the clerical and the lay members of the
denomination to which the hon. member referred.
Not long since he was himself called upon by a
minister of a Pro·estant denomination, who
asked for an explanation why he had omitted to
give the clergy proper surveillance over the
schoolmasters. He at once demurred to such a
proposition, and the minister at once said nothing
less would satisfy the clerical party. He asked,
in return, Cl What would you say if I were to
propose that all the clergy should be brought
under the control of the lawyers?" (Hear, and
laughter.) "Oh," said he, "that is preposterous." (Laughter.) Well, if it were preposterous, he thouj!ht it was equally preposterous
and monstrous too that the clergy should claim to
have dominion over what ought to be a lay occupation. (Hear, hear.) His clerical friend
stammered out a sort of explanation, but his
proposition was that there were two learned pro·
fessions-the clerical and the schoolmaster'sand he saw no more reason why the latter should
be placed under the control of the former than
that the clergy should be placed under the
lawyers. (Hear, hear.) The clergy of every
denomination considered that, by reason of
their professional position, they had some
right over the education of the people
which other portions of the community had not.
He denied that proposition, and asserted the
clergy had no such right. (" Oh.") He said
that utterly irrespective of addressing his observations to any particular portion of the community exclusively; and when he was told that
nothing less than what was sUJ!ge~ted by the
hon. member for Kilmore would satisfy a certain
portion of the community, he pcgl!ed to say that
statement was not in accoruance with his experience. Practically. t he course was this- each
manager of a denominational school was anxious
to get as many children as he could into his particular fold; but the lay portion of the community were in the habit of sending their children
to the school where they got the best education,
careless whether it was under the denominational
or the natiunal system. (Hear, hear.) That was
the practice, and he had it on the authority of
membersof the hon. member's own pelsuasion.
(Mr. O'Shanassy.-H Some instances don't prove
the rule.") That might be; but practically he
thought parents would seek out the bestschoolf, and
send their children to them, irrespective of which
board they were under. (Hear.) That was all he
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should say on the general question; and as to the
complaint made of there being only thirty-eight
members present when the vote wastaken,heshould
observe that was, in his opinion, a very good
average House, and much more numerous than
was generally the case at the hour of the evening
when the vote was taken. (Hear, hear.) He
very shrewdly sUSlpected, however, that had there
been a larger House, the majority would have
been more formidable against the hon. member
for Kilmore than it had actually been. (Laughter.) He was not goin~ to say anything- about
the hon. member having gone from one side of
the House to the other; but, inasmuch as there
had been that secession, they were all content
that he had seen reason to cease sitting on the
opposite side and come to theirs. (Mr. Service.
-UNo,")

Mr. O'SHANASSY.-I have not come to Mr.
Service's side of the House, and don't intend to.
(Hear, hear.)
Mr. MICHIE.-The hon. member is coming
round by degrees. (Lilughter.) He admitted
that the Government had some little peculiarities, but he was not disposed to act
harshly with them, but rather to treat the
matter with the most perfect good humour.
(Laughter.) lIe contended the hon. member for
Castlemaine had fairly and properly put the resolution before the committee, and that the Chief
Secretary had acted consistemly in voting as he
had, and he was convinced that, instead of injury,
good would come to the cause of education from
the vote. The hon. member for Kilmore was
rather warm on this subject, and reminded him
of Sir Anthony Ab8olute, who, addressing his son
in a rage, said, " Why can't you be cool-as cool
as I am!" (Laughter.) He hoped, however,
the House would adhere to the vote of the committee, and refuse to send this vote back. (Bear.
hear.)
Mr. HEALES would not have thought it worth
while to speak on this question were it not for the
remarks of the hon. member for KIlmore. He
wished to remind the House of two facts. The
first question put to the committee was, that
£125,000 should be voted, according to certain
subdivisions. The first of these subdivisions was
£32,500 for the National Board. On that vote
the hon. member for Castlemaine moved that it
be increased by £5,000. The hon. member went
fully into the questioD, and the whole discu~sion
was taken on that item-wrerher it should be
voted, and if so, where it was to COnIe from.
(Hear, hear.) The hon. member for Kilmore
took part in that issue. The hon. member for
Castlemaine showed that a certain numbf,r of
schools would be closed if the sum were not
added. He (Mr. Heales) was anxious to maintain good faith with the Denominational Board;
but at the same time he said he was himself in
favour of a national system. But he would ask
whether he had not stated that a certain portion
of the year had passed, that salaries had corn·
menced to run, and that he would consider it his
duty to support the arrangements that had been
entered into, and that in good faith be should
support the propositions laid on the table by the
Government. (Hear.) He said the whole discussion was taken on that point, and he would
assert that he had used all the power he pos.-
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sessed in maintaining the voteR on the subdivision.
(Mr. O't3banasRy.-No, you did not vote for it.
"He'Lr, h.ear.") The hon. member said he did
not vote for it, hut that Wll.8 a mere qnibble on
the forms of the Hou"e. (Mr. Wood.-No.) The
hon. memher said "No;" perhaps he would
prove that? (Mr. Wood.--Pra~ently.) lIe contended the forms of the House would Dot allow
the motion of the hon. member for Castlemaine
t" be put in any other form than that in which it
had been put.
Mr. O'SHANAS9Y.-I be~ to say that when
the bono the Chief Secretary voted for the
£5,000 he told me," This is merely increasing
the vote to £1;30,000." Therefore the boY"
member was not then of opillion ~he £5,000
would he taken from the Denominational Board.
(Hear, hear.)
Mr. HE ALES had mane the remark, but at
the same time he took occ~lOn to tell the hon.
member for Kilmore that while he rf'gretted the
Government had lost on their subdivisions, he
should maintain the amount ()f £125,000, as
originally hrought down-Mr. O'SHA~A.SSY.-No. One of the bono
Chief Secretary's colleagues actually complained
that he wa!'\ cot-rcert to vo e ag~inst his conviction. (Cries of .. Name.")
Mr. HEALES said he knew the member fJr
Kilmore had an excpllent recollection.
Mr. 0'8 HANASSY.-A first-rate one. (Laugh
ter. :
:Mr. TJE \.LES.-But in this particular matter
I will throw myself upon the recollection of hon.
members gCllPrally. I will a,k whet.her I did
not !It-ate distiuc,ly that the maiu quest.ion which
the Government had to dpal wi, h wa.s the appropl'ia ion of the sum of £12.'),000 for t he purposes
of education; and that although the Government
had lost on the qne8tion of the distribution of
the money. they coulrl not eomEnt to an incrEase
of the total vote? (Hear, hear.) I rag-ret, with
the memher for Kilmore, that the mode of distribution as submitted to the House was not carried.
31r. O·SHANASSY.-It would have been had
you voted.
Mr. HEALES.-The hon. memher seems dekrmmed not to understand the position which
the Gover,lment occupied on the occasi03 of the
first division. I !ltated then, as I state now,
that it is a mere quibble on the part of the hon.
member.
Mr. O'S£IANA'3SY.-The hon. member haR no
ri:'!'ht to make any such statement. I state dill'
tinctly that he and 1 he Government voted againt;t
their own propl)sinon, and that is no qlllbble.
Mr. HEALES.-I did not intend to make the
remark offensive, but the bun. membu knows as
well a8 I do that, II.Ccording to the forms of the
House, the question could not be put as he
sug\!e~ts it should have been. I maintain that
the whole question was settled on the first di·
vision. (Cries of "No," and" Hear.") The
proposition for the insertion of the words, "that,
In the opinion of this committee, tbe sum of
£5,000 be added to this vote," was takt:n and
discussed and divided upon, With tbe express
understa.nding that, if carried, &nd that of the
National Board grant wue increased to that
extent, th~t sum would be taken from the Deno·
mmational Board grant, and thus the total vote

of £125,000 would not be interfered with. (Hear,
hear.) This I state mert:ly in defence of my
pJsition and that of the Government. (Hear
hear.) I regret the menlber for Killllore should:
if he will allow me to Ilse the expre~sil)n, have so
far victimized oue of my collt;agues as to state
tha- I would coerce him to do anythinj;{.
lUr. O'SUAN ASSY.-It was because you chalhmged the Rtatement which I maae. I would
not have done it otherwise. (Cries of "Order.")
Mr. HEALES was not aware thaG he had used
any coercion with regard to any of his colJeltgues.
Hi.. memory certainly required t(l be refrelShed on
that head. (Hear, hear.) With regard to the
question before the House, he considt:rcd it
inconvenient to review proceedings in Committee
of 8l1pply, unless there were strong ground for
suoh a course. The member for KilmlJre had
not shown a strong case. (Hear.) He (Mr.
Heales) was a supporter of the lJational
system, and yet his fears were of a dIfferent
kind to those entertained by the membtlr for
Kilmore.
lie questioned very muca whether
the Denominational Board would be favouled
in any reconsideration of the educational vote.
(Hear, hear.) But, apart from this, he hdd that
before the House could be justified b sanotioning the sacrifice of time which the referriug ba.ck
of this question would entail, it must be shown
that the vote had not received due consideration
in Committee of t:lupply. This the member for
Ktlmore had not ShOWD. Indeed, he thought
the hon. member mu::!t admit that no question
·discussed during the prf sent session had rccei .. ed
such an amount of calm consideration and fair
discussion. (Hear, hear.)
Mr. WOOD did liot at all admit that a motion
agreed to in Committee of Supply could no be
re opened in the House, but htl thought ,here
ought to be some special circums: ances- -such as
the prouf of the Uouse having been tahn by
8urpri8e, or the bringing forward of new fact",
or Ilome strikmgly nt:w argulUeut-to iuduce the
House to consent to tmch a course. (Hear, h\.a'.)
He could not t;ay that there wert: mal1Y more
memuers present now than when the quel>tiun
was before the COlllmitttle of Supply. He had
not heard any new facts, nor did he think the
membt:r fur Kilmore had supplied auy argument which he did Hut use in commit ee. (A
laugh.) Therefore, had he IIgre"d with the
mem'ler for Kilmore ill the p,·inClple of
his mo. iOll, he shuuld be disposed tu vute
again~t it,
as furllishiug au inl!OllVement
precedt::Dt. (Hear, hear.) Atthe same time, he
agrted with the member for Kilmort that the
conduct of the Government in thiS matLer deRerved condt::mnatiun. lie could wdl cJlJct:ive
how a person who was in favour uf giving £5,000 to the National Bu"r\ mio;.ht
be aho in favour of taking away tha.t
£5,000 from the Denominational Board. He
couhl a180 undtrstand a person btling in favour of inert-asing the Vuttl for the National
Board, and yet nut in favour of decreasllig Lhe
v(.te for the DeDolUlnational Board; but he
could not undt:rstand huw a [Jerson could be
<lgain~t increa~ing ttlc vote for the l'o atlOnal
Board, and yd ill favour of decreasing the
vote for the Kationa1 Board. (Laughter.)
And yet that wa~ the position of thtl Millil>try.
(Hear, hear.) They had beeT). told by the Chief
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Secreta.ry that the one vote virtually conc111dpd
other; but thi~ could not he Rhown eIther by
logic, or by the forlT's of the Houlle. Surely the
two proposition!! fltooa perfectly dIs!inct-increRRe
the vote for the N 0.\ ional Board. and decrease the
vote for the Denominational Board. A person
might be in favour of the one, and oppolled to
the other; and the proof of this could be found
in the simple circullllltance that many hon. members who were in favour of increasing the v('te
for the National Board were against dimini~hing
the vote for the Denominational Board. (I1ear,
hear.) A\!ain, it would be remembered that the
Chief Secretary told the committee the other
evening that by taking away this £5.000 from
the Denominational Board they would be doing
an act of injustice-tha.t they would close schools.
(Hear, hear.)
Hon. member!! who voted in
favour of decreasiug the vote for the Denominational Board did not believe in the truth of that
statement-they doubted the Chief Secretary's
assertion-they disbelieved his sbtisties. Of
course it waR to he presumed that the hon.
member believed hiB own statpment, and yet he
and other members of the Government were
found voting for this inexpedient act. (Laughter,
and "Hear, hear.") And what did the Chief
Secretary put forward in justifi~ation? Why,
that he was not in favour of increasing the
whole vote for educational purposes by £5,000.
j)id the hon. member pretend, with all his
cheese· paring and economical notions, that the
financial salvation of this country depended upon
£5,000 more or less? (" Hear," and cheers.)
Did the hon. member pretend that £5.000 added
to the vote for education would make all the
difference between national solvency and national
iDllOlvency? If the Chief Secretary did not
admit this, the fact remained, that knowingly,
and with his eyes open, he perpetrated that which,
according to his own showing, was an act of great
injustice-an act which would have a. most detrimental effect upon the cause of education.
(Hear, hear.) He (Mr. Wood) had not heard a
sa.tisfactory explanation of the Chief Secretary's
conduct, and he was convinced that it would he
impossible for the hon. member to supply a
satisfactory explanation. (Laughter and cheers.)
Mr. DUFFY wished that the question before
the House were somewhat modified. lie presumed none of the gentlemen who originally
voted againRt the proposition of the member for
CaFtlemaine to increa.se t he Rum· granted to the
NatIOnal Board by £5,000 would now desire to
alter the decision of the Committee of Supply on
that head. And if that were understood to be
the feeling of the House, the qnf'stion would
narrow itself to this-whether or not sufficient
reasons could be shown for not diminishing- the
vote for the Denominationa.l Board. (Hear,
hear.) Now, he trusted the Hou~e would be pre·
pared to look at this point dispa~Rionately. It was
t'hted the ot.her night that the direct. result of
taking £n,OOO from the grant to the Dt'nominational B,lard would be the closing of certain
I\chools-schools in poor neighbourhoods, where
t.he Parliamentary grant could not be ,"upplemented by much aRsistance from the peo~le.
Now, what fact could he set lIgll.inst that? ihe
'P".ember for Ca..Itlemaine had stated somewhat
diHinrentlollsly that national schools could be
created much Dore economically than denoroin&.t he
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tional schoolR, 80 that nothing would be lost.
But the other night the hon. member stated that
not one shilling wonld be spent in opening any
new national scbools.
Dr. MACADAM explained that his statement
the other evemng, elicited by a question from the
Chief Secrel ary, was, ,hat, after an appropriation
to the training !;chool, the balance of the additIOnal £15,000 would he devol ed to t.he increase of
the salaries of teachers, who would thereby be
restort'd to the position of which they had some
time prt'viou~ly heen deprived. And by increasing
the salaTY of a teacher, he would rerr.ind the
House, t hev might sonwtimes preserve a school.
Mr. DU!.<'FY observed that it appeared that
not one "hilling of this £5,000 would he voted to
the establishment of new national schools, and
yet they were a.~ked to conf'1ent to the closin~
of some of the denominatIOnal schools. The
practical result of this arrangement would be,
that there would be less efficient means of education. (Ilear, hear.) The Chief Secretary had
sought to justify the Government in voting
against their own E~timalfs, by laying down as a
principle, which should be distinrtly and undeviatingly adhered to, that the total grant should
not be increased. But he (~r. Duffy) denied
that the Government had taken this course in
other instances. The Government had consented
to an increase of total votes in cases of far le!'s
importance. (Hear. hrar.) They consented to
an increase of £1,000 in lbe Legi!'lative Assembly
vote, for the purpose of furnishing tbe library.
IJ e did not mean to say that that was not a
proper expenditure, but it was much less important. and much less justifiable, than an expenditure
of £5,000 for keeping the educadon of the colony
at ItR present standard. ( I1ear.) Again, it was
pointed out more than once the other night, that
£5,000 could be saved without the smallest difficulty, from other votes. One of these (the goldfields water supply), would have to he considered
to·night. He considered the whole of the sum put
down for that purpo!!e (£75,000), could be saved.
(Cries of "No.") He said" Yes." The money
required for 1!U~plying water to the flold·fields
could be raised by dehentures, the payment of
which could be spread over a. number of years,
a.nd, therefore, not one shilling of this vote would
be neceR@ary. (Hear, hear.) He knew there was
some difficulty attendant upon the retirement
of the Government from the position they
had taken up; but he felt convinced that
some of them, on due reflection, would feel
that voting against their own E!'Itimates was
not a justlfi;\ble proceeding. (Hpar, hear.)
The Chief Secretary had recalled to the recollection of hon. members what he said the other
eveninll. The complaint agaillRt him, however,
was not for wbat he had said, but for not voting
aceording to what he had said. (Hear, bear.) An
opportunity was now offered the Chief Secretary
of doing so; and he (::\:Ir. Duffy) thought that the
wisest and most graceful course which the Government could take was to leave the first item
of national education as the Committet of
Supply left it, and to increase the next item to the
sum which I he Government themsf'lves propos£d
to grant. There was no finll.ncial difficulty in the
wa.y; and with re~ard to the regularity of the
proceeding, it should be remembered that, while
a. constll.nt review of proceedings in commitlee of
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supply was to be deprecated, the present instance
showed tha.t it was necessary the power ~ hould be
possessed. The present qnestion was intrinsically
more important for the future of this country
than the making of laws- indeed, more im·
portant tha.n any subject which could be brought
under the consideration of the Legislature.
(Hear, hear.)
Mr. DON remarked that the removal of the
member for Kilmore from one side of 1 he House
to the other was a dispensalion of Providence
which he would endeavour to submit to with the
grea1 8st possible calmness. (Laughter.) One
tbing he could say-that he would ha.ve a
more comfortable seat than hitherto, his portion
of the House being somewhat crowded, and the
member for Kiltuore having occupied space
which would nearly accommodate two other
hon. members. (Renewed laughter.) With regard
to the question before the House, he demed that
the Government had fled from their Estimates.
The Government had arranged to spend £125,000
for the purposes of education this year, and if the
House chose to alter the distribution of the
money, why should Government be made accountable for the alteration? (Hear, hear.) lIe
considered the conduct of the Government had
betln perfectly honest and straightforward.
(Uear, hear.) With regard to the observatIOn
of the member for Vllliers and Heytesbury,
that the Government might anticipate savings
from other votes, he believed that when the
Goveruruent accepted office, the hon. member
was one of those who told them' hat they had no
ri",ht to auticipate anythinj!', that they did not
know wba.\ decision the House might come to,
and that, therefore, they had no right to anticipate that the House would do this, that, or the
other thing. (]Jaughter, and cheers.) As to what
had been said about the ~hutting up of schoolll, he
believed that only those schools would suffer
which wpre experiencing a lingering and miserable
existence, and which held out no hope whatever
of becoming self· support ing. He wished to see
the denominational system done away with altogether. (Hear, hear.)
Mr. HEDLEY intended to vote for the motion
of the hon. member for Kllmore, on the ground
that in the former debate on this subject the
question turned, not so much upon whether the
requirements of . the National Board were met
by this vote, but upon the merits and demerits
of the several boards; and because the only
reason which several hon. members had for
voting as they dId was their deFire to give the
Denominational Board a warning to set its house
in order. Now, he should consider it a very
great hardship indeea if thaI, warning was to be
gIven at the expense of the teachers (hear,
hear), for the teachers of both boards were
already underpaid (hear, hear), and had great
difficulty in making both ends meet. No hon.
member, he was !'ure, fairly contemplated that
the denominational teachers' salaries should be
reduced, as the hon. member for Ripon had proposed, by the reduction of 12 per cent. from
their salaries for the last six months of the year,
for they were already reduced some 6 percent.
Mr. SERVICE had not spoken for the reduction of any particular sum, but had simply shown
tint the proposed reductIOn was only a reduction
of 6 per cent. on the whole year. Several hon.
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'members had sa.id the reduction could not be
made. because the salaries had been already fixed
for six month!;; and he had, in reply, pointed out
what the total reduction would be.
Mr. HEDLEY did not think he had been far
wrong. If the vote that evening was that no
sum sbould be taken away from the Denominational Board, he was quite willing that it should
be under the distinct understanding that in
future the House should go in for only one system, for he was very dissatisfied with the extravagant sys' em of having two educational hoards,
and supporting three or four schools in a. locality
where one was all that was required. Under
such an arrangement, the teachers of that
single school would be well paid, and everything connected "ith it kept in a slate
of efficiency. Although he had the other evening voted for the motion of the hon. member for
Castlemaine, he had done so on the ground suggested by the hon. member for S~. Kilda, namely,
that he was anxious to get all he could for educatIOnal purposes, and by DO means because he
was inclined to reduce the vote for the Denomina. ional Board for that year; and while voting
as he should that evening he did 80 on the di8tiDct
understanding that, as long as he had the honour
of a seat in that House, he should advocate the
adop~ion of only olle system of education.
Mr. AMSINCK had not been present during
the previous debate on this question, ot' he would
have exprelS8ed an opinion on the sut.ject. Nor
was it hiS in:ention to express any opinion now,
further than he could hdp, thongll hIS intention
wa.s to vote for the motion of the hon. member for
Kilmore. After an arrangement had been madefor
the coming year with a number of Government
servants-for such our schoolteachers must b~
called--he did not think it either fair or honest to
cut them down without no ice. It must be
recollected that all the masters at present' in the
emplo) of the board had a higher training than
formerly, and were of a higher class than that
which existed before the la"t two or three years,
and those who had thus given themselves a hL:her
educational traimng should .Lt least be continued
in the positIon in which they were originally
placed. The schools them8elves had, ~enerally
speaklD~, not increased in the way he had wished,
becau&e, unhappily, the parents were not able to
pay so well for their children as they used to be,
nor could they spare them from home so well ;
but he was sure that if any hon. member \lere to
visit the schools in and ahout Melbourne, or anywhere else, where the masters had been properly
trained, that non. membl::r would be perfectly astomshed at the good education the children were receiving. What would be the rcsult of the vote .hat
had been arrived at? Taking £5,000 away from
the Denominational Board in the way proposed
would absolutely s'op some 20llchools, and the
masters and mistresses would, of cour~e, be proportionately decrealled. Surely it would be an
injustice which no }lini~ter of the Crown would
perpetrate, to make both children and teachers
Iluffer in this way. He was nor now going into the
merits or demerits of the two systems, or of the
two boards; and he was sure tbe whole suhject
ought never to have been discussed in the way it
was the other evening, especially when hon.
members recollected how the two systems had
grown up in the colony together, and been 800-
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knowledlled from year to year, the only reason nion, the whole responsibility. (Cheers.) The
why the sl1hjpct had not been dealt with before, Govprnment had led the Houl'e clearly to nnderbemgthe impossibilitywhich had becn felt of treat ~ta,!d that if anything were given to the National
ing everv denomination in the country on equal Board it must he t~kpn from the Denominatioual
terms. For his own part he would never disconnect Board, and therefore on hon. memhers themreligion from education, and, as far as his vote flelv('s rest.pd the onus of the change. It was
was concerned, he would never allow any reduc- quit'3 possible that had it not. h.·en known that
tion to Rhut up one school. Some allul'ion had the money would come from the veliominational
been made to training-"chools, and be would re- Board the extra £5,000 would not, have b~en
mind the HOllse that there was a very promising given (hear, hear) ; and that being the ca~e, he
trainin!!-scho'll for Pr.)testant teacht-rs connect.e(1 would never consent to the transfp.r of the T"lcney
with the Denominational Board, in which 147 merely being brought up for reconsideration;
masters had been trained, U7 beiuO! still con- nor could he see how any other hon. rm:mber
rectpd with it, 1he whole costim> little over could do so either, If he had had a clear under£4,000. What could the Na.tional B'lard Ray to standing of how and why he had voted in the
that? What was the exppn~e of their training- first instance.
Fehool? Why, tbeir training-school would be
Dr. EV ANS inte.l1ded to support the mot.ion of
almoRt a college in any other part of the worlil, the hon. m~mber for Kilmore; and he did so
and let hon members look ar it now, whi:e they partly from a comidtration for the feelings of
were told tha.t it was for that trailling·~chool embarra~sment in the minds of some hon. lnl-mthe extra money waR wanted. In the denomina- bers, who intended to pnrsue a certain course,
tional Irailling-~chool were a high race of masters, and, reposing entire contidence in the con~istency
and he had never seen a higher class of educa- of the Government, voted for an addi- ion to the
tion than was given in the dpnominational, grant to the NatIOnal Board, consldt-Ting i. qUite
~chooJR near Melhourne; 1;0 that wh€n he saw a i impossi~·Je for any Government to delJrive the
\'ote of thi~ kind gIven so reckles~ly, and which Denominational Boa.d of a larj{e portion of its
would assuredly take away a. great deal of that j;!rant. The-re could be no doullt of the fact
efficieney which he HO much admired, he thought that the votes of the hOIl. members on the Treait IW grOt!s an u:justice that he would rea(1ily fmry bench«1l had turued the ~cale on that
advocate its recon~ideration.
Surt:1y, when second diVision the other evening; and, therel\Iini8ters brought down their E"timatEs of ex- fore, as hun. members had cPl'tainly been mispendi l ure, not once, but twice, they did so taken in placing- a false reliance on the con~isteney
because they thought them corn'ct; and then to of Ministf'r~, I he present opportunity ",hould be
take money away from one denominat ion to give it afforded, to allow time for a full recoll~ider1tt\()1l
to another, a.nd actually so vote a),:8mst thl'lr own of the Iuatter, and place the whole suLject clear ly
Estimates (Mr. Heales--" No, llO"), was alto- before the mind!> of ma.ny hon. D1flllhns
gethpr unpreeedented. It was not one or two vf who had Tot witnessed the previolls dl"b:ltc.
the Minil'ters who did so, hut the whole body of All hough they might be acting' Imme" hat irrt'gllthem. (Mr. Heales-" No, no.") He forgot larly-he would not Hay in violution of the standooe Mini"ter could not "'ote, for he was not a ing orders of Parliament. as that was not the
member of the HnUl!e. (A laugh.) He hC/ped case-although they might be deviat.ing in snIDe
such conduct would be duly cODlsidered, and that manner frullJ the ordinary practice, he thought it
no injustice would be done.
was one of tho"e occasions on wllich principlt's
1\11'. DO~ALD had, when he voted for the were il1volved, and on which the House bhuuld
proposHnn to increal>e the grant to the Natinllal not deny It~elf an oppurtunity of recoDlSidering- a
Roald, done f;() with the di;;tinet undentltDding great and vital que:,tion. He had not hesitat.d
that t11" £5,000 was to be taken from the De- : to avow, within the walls of that UOllf<e, that he
nominational Board; and on the present occa!liclTI, ~ held cer ain theoretical opinions on the B~lioj!<ct uf
therefore, he shonld oppose the proposItion of the' education Ill. Lieh were not in aecordance With those
hon. mernher for Kilmore. The hon. mflnher : of gen,lemt'n on dther side of tht1.t AllstDlbly.
who had ju~t sat down had gone a little too far He held them as "peculative and theoretical,
when he charged the House with recklessly not det'iring to force them on others; but, acctptcoming to a delt'rmination. (Bear, hear.) J le I ing the actual circumstances of the country i lIe
(Mr. Amsinck) had not been pretleot in the i \\at! prepared 10 exercilie his best jUligml~lIt. on
House durin~ the debate, aud it was quile gra- the variuus methods that might be brO\I~ht belr,re
tuitous ill him to say that anythinl{ \\hieh was them for the purpose of accomplishink that. great
done in his absenee was done 1 eckle~sly. (Hear, object-one of the greatest which could occupy
hear.) If the bono member had looked in tht: attention of a Leglsll.ture, the education of the
the papers, he would have seen that a ri!>ing general ion uf a. country. He b"lit:vt'd that
conclusion was only arrived at after a long althoug-h they spent time in disCllllFing land I/ilhi,
and serious debate
A great dt'al had hePll gold export duty bill!!, lJills for the reviSIOn of the
said of the inconsistency of the Govl'fr>mellt, tariff, and uIJon a hundred other questiolls of
but he did not think they were open to th ... t great illlportallce to a nation, he wa.~ ready t.o concharge. A Government might come down to the fess all toolSe questions sank into insignificance
HouRe with certain items of expenditure to pro- when compared with the grt:at qlle~tion of what
pose, but they nlight for a certam purpose deViate was to be the training of the risinl!' g'pneration of
from th~m.
They had proposed a vote of this country, and what kmd of principles were to
£125,000 for education, and said that they would take root III the country. He believed that the
never allow that amount to be increased, if they care of the children of this COUl1try was a duty
could help it. Therefore, as the Hou~e had ",hleh God and nature had imvolSea uvon thelll,
taken upon itself to alter the distrihution of that and that in lIome way or other they would be called
money, on the House rested clea.rly, in his opi- to account for the manner in wluch they had dis'I
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charged themselves of that l'eRponsibility. It was
nOL because he was indifferent to the education of the young that therefore he had
exprpssed some doubts as to the wisdom of
Government ill taking an active part in foundill!, schools. :No; on the contrary, he bdieved
that every rh!h'·miuded person w(iu/d admit the
pa.ramount importance of securing the education
of children m this colony. He was one who could
not a.ccede to the theory of separating what was
called secular education fro~ll either po!;ilive or
negative tf>aching on t he RH hjf>ct of Chril'tianity.
JIe would like to be informed by those gentlemen
who held that theory, how it was possible to
carry on education without infusmg into it
religion, or without the schoolma.. ter in~i·
nuating into the mind of the pupil a predominance of opinion in favour of one relig-ion
or the other.
He would like 10 know how
the history of England was to be taught un[.css
they It'fL out all reference to Thomas A'Beckett,
Archbishop of Canterbury, or the controver~ies
that preceded the ~reat Reformation. How was
it that educat.ion could be tau!(ht without infusing
some opinions Oil great que~ IOns like throBI', and
which mh,ht be multiplied illfillitt:ly in the histories of the great countrIes of the world; and not
only in hi~tory but in other branches of knowIt·d;{e? When he heard a great deal said of the
sectarianislll of the denominational SYf'tfm-, hd
a~ked himself what wa'l the boasted na,tiOllal sy"tem hut ~ectarianism (jf education the sectarialli~m
of indifferentil'm? (Hear, ht-ar.) If it VIas to
be a. negation of roll relil{ious instruction,
what was it but ~ectarianism? It was from
a contemplation of that that he arrived at
the opinion tha.t education Without religion WflS
almo~t impo~sible.
The great majority of the
people in this ('ountry were in favour of the in·
terference of Govefllrnent in some way with education. and he was quite sure that they were in
favour, in the same way. of the introduction of
religion in:o the schools. (Cl No," and" Hear,
hear.") He wal; qUlte sure it was the opinion
here, as in the IIJO ht'r country. Thobe were
dlfficultiep. which had ahnys preR~ed upon his
mind, and led him to the cencluslOn that it VIas a
prohlem that was almoRt m!;olvable. He did 110t
think the nlan was born yet who could invent a
scheme to reconcile the c"rdiicting' opinions on
that qUbstiou.
He found, in cons. qnence of
the Huuse having arriveu at the conclusion that
I'ome additions should be made to the National
Board, that nOI withRtanding the Government
hrought down ERtiJT\a~e", dlt'Y felt t heml'c!ves
jUI<titied in turning- round:..t ~he eleventh hour or
laRt mompll') and voting' again!!t theIr own proposition. lie rpcolll'ctec1 ht-arinl{ a slatempnt made
by the Chipf 8eeretary to the t'ffed~, that, if the ad·
dition was m~c1e to the vote in favour of
the National Board, the House mUtlt bt-ar
the responsibility. (llfa,., hf'ar.) He did not
recollect the prt:cise t(;rm~ in which that. dt'c1aration was made, but he knew what at the time he
understood to Le the meaning of the hon. me 01bt-r-namely, tint the re~pon~ibility of exceeding
the sum on tt-c E~tillla eH by £5,000 would ft'lSt
upon the House; a,T,d he understood it a8 a taunt
to those lIOn. members who voted for cot1tining
the expenditure of the coulltry within £3,000,000,
that they t11i'mH Ive!'; were ~uilty of incomis·
tency. lIe found that the GVVtllllment them·

selves
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had already exceeded that amount
~ith, he supposed, the general con!<ent of
the House, by something more than £1:30,000.
OUr. O'Shanlls~y-" No." Th~y could not reduce theu Estimates within three millions.")
'fhat had been done with the tacit conseI:t
uf the HOlll<e.
lie supposed that when that
vote of £5,000 was taken in favour of the National Board, it was with the ~ame unders!anding. It appeared that a new light had afterwards
dawnpd upon the Chief Secretary, and that he
felt himst:lf justified, in common with all hi!! collea).(ues, in turning round. and puni~hing' the ~ajo.
rltyof the Huuse, who voted for the £5,000, rly 1IIBiding npon them, through the Denolllinational
Board, a tine of £5,000, in the shape of reauccion.
He (Dr. Evans) had no great objection to
undergo any pUlli~hment which might be inflicted upon him by that hon. gentleman for his
Jefractory votes in that 1I OUf;e on various oC'easions; but he objecttd -to be flogged vlCarioul'ly
in the person of the unfortunate ehildren who
attended the school!!. (" No.") He recoIlecttd
_that it was said of a Dauphin of Prance, that a
ptasaut boy was kept at the palace, ",ho nndt'rwtmt flogging when the prince de~erved it for
any offence; but he did not at all desire that
little buys and girls in 1 he denomiIJational schools
shuuld be pUDIshed for his mi~cdnduct.
He
thought that would be the result, tor he had been
told that ~8 schools would probably be dissolved, and the children would be sent home
(Q
their parent~, and be deprived of the
education which they would otht'rwise receive
becaulSe the head of the AdIJlini~tration wiRhed t~
puni ... h hon. melllbtlrs fur havlIlg voted £5,IJOO for
the National Board of Educatioll. '],he ~um was
£5,000, and he was told that it cost £4 lOs.
-(" £;j")- per head per annulll f0r the education of cbiluren; thus at OlJce 1,000 children
would be deprived of the benetits uf education.
There was anotber class of persons who would
be punit,hed, namely, the teachers, particularly
tbat class who were IllObt deservlIlg of encouragement and reward trom the Legislature. It
avpeared that some time-two years--ago
HIS
Excellency the Governor was pleasPd
to i.sue a notice holding out to teachers
in this colony the pros~,ect of pecuniary ad van!age; in th~ event o~ their "uccessfully undergoiD/;{ an tXaIlllllatlun With reference to their altammenls. ~ltl was told, only a wE'ek ago, that the
exalIllnatlll~ of those young pf ople took placemany of wnom had pur!iueo kllowl .. dge under
grtlat difficulties fur two years-and I hat ~ cHtain
nUllJb~r had pa'Md; allSo, that the t'fftct of
striking off £i:i,OOO would be to dimimsh the
reward!! which WHtl pronliHed by the (Jovtlrnor ID
Council, and which were about £1,000 a Jear.
ThdoL sum nnght appear very tnlillll! to that
Huuse, and particularly to hon. members on the
Treal:lury bencheH, who might bt: somewhat dazzled
at tht-ir recelit illtrllductiull ilJto the Aladain Cavts
of offic:e, and at thtj hI aps of gold in the Trellsury.
It was not the ordinary clabS of teachers t~at
would suffer, but thobe who had been for two
yearlS S: ud) ing, With the promise before them of
receiving pecuni:..ry reward. He did not thillk
it was creditable to the Legi~lature of what \\as
cal~ed a wlallhy country, for, after all tLe
I{rOhlIS and crielS of dibtn.lSs tbty had heard fur
lSome timE: pabt. and although the colouy Was
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recovering from a temporary depression, no in·
jury was done to our permanent and vital sources
of prosperity. (Hear, hear.) He would apologize
to the House for trespassing 80 much on their
time, but he thought that wharever opinions
hon. members had upon the questIOn under different circumsta.nce~, the mere fact that they
were in the middle of April, that large expenses
had been incurred, and contracts made with
teachers, hon. members should be induced to
pause before they struck from off the Estimates
a sum which had been promitled by the Administralion of the day, and which was lost from no
fa.ult, but because certain hon. gentlemen thought
the House had been too liberal to another institUlion founded and conducted on difft:rent principles.
Mr. PRENDERGASl' expreslled himself surprised that all hon. member so well acquainted
with parliamentary practice should have adopted
the present unusual courtle without having .mfficient grounds to justify him in so doing. The
hon. member had urged two reasons only-one
of which was, that members were absent from the
House when the vote was passed. He (Mr.
Prendergast) believed that the attendance was
larger on that occasion than it had been since,
and that, therefore, that reason did not hold
good. The other objection was, that inRuffi:
cient information had been given; but he would
remind the hon. member lhat the voLe had been
on the Estimates for some time, and that, in
fact, every hon. member was aware of it;
so that reason did not hold good, and there
was, therefore, no excuse for the extraordiDary course pursued by the hon. member.
The argument of the hon. member for Beechworth, that the Chief Secretary had been inconsistent, turned al!ainst himsp.lf, because that inconsistency resred in the fact tha.t the Chief
Secretary had carried a measure which the hon.
member would have liked to have carried himself. He was called inconsistent, chiefly becau>e he
had assisted that hon. member to do what, without
such Md, he coulrl not have accomplished. With
reference to what had been said by the hone
member for Avo.::a, he would ask whether what
had fallen from that gentleman on that occasion
was consistent wi,h his speech of the previous
nij!ht? It seemed to him that there was a wide
difference between what Ihe hone member had
just said and the remark~ he had given utterance
to on the previous evening. The hon. member
could Dot have forj!otten the fact that he himself had been brought up at a school which was,
and always had been, presided over by highTories
in politics and Hi~h-Churchmen in religion, and
het Mr. Prenderl{ast) would like to ask him, whether
his views had received a bias from that circum·
stance? To take oneof the period!! mentioned by the
hon. member hirntle~f -the time of J ames H., a
time of extraordinary confUlHon and di"uHlonhe queslioned whetner the peculiar learning
of his teachers had any lasting influence as
aff<loting the maturer views of the hnn. memo
ber. He maintained that the st'hoolboy took
away nothing of religious impression from his
earlier teallninl!. (" Hear, hear;" and "No,
DO.") There might be imtances in which lasting impressions were made; but, as a general
rule, he maintained the accuracy of the V\6W
he had expressed. The boy took his religi.)us
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teaching, Dot from his schools and schoolmallters
but from his home and from his parents. It wa~
a mistake to suppo.-e that the schoolmaster could
cane the love of God into a boy'~ body.
Mr. HOOD said he would support the motion
of the hon. member for Kilmore. He was l,-ertainly in favour of the n&tional sYlltem of education, and he did not thmk that the national
system was open to the objections which had been
urged against it by severall'peakers. Look, for
example, to the system as it prevailed in Ireland.
He might ask, with confidence, what had been its
.. ffec·? Whose fanlt was it that the system was
irreligious, if irreli~ious it was? Why, it was
certamly not the fault of the system, but of the
clergy. The clergymen had the power to visit the
different schools at certain hours, for the purpose
if they so pleased, of giving religious iDstructio~
to the children. But they did not do so; and
that being the case, the blame, if blame there
was in the mat er, should Dot be attributed to
the defects of the system, but made to rest
in the proper quarter.
He would vote for
the motion of the hon. memner for Kilmore,
because he did not. want this £5,000 to be taken
from the Denominational and given to the
National Board. He had not the least objection
to the addition of £5,000 to the vote to the
Na.tional Board, but, if such an addition were
to be made, he should wish it to come from
the general revenue, instead of giving it
to the one board at the expense of the
other, in the manner proposed. There had
been a good deal said then and on the previous evening with respect to the t:ffect which the
withdrawal of the £5,000 would hllove, but he
hardly knew what to believe from the conflicting
nature of the statements. It was said on the one
hand that the closing of 20 schools would follow,
and, again, the number was Slated at 28, while
it was further asstrted that the withdrawal of the
sum in que!ltion would even go the length of
stopping the denominational training· school.
Vir. MICHIE.-Does the hon. member real1y
believe that?
Mr. HOOD.- I would n.ther Dot answer that
question.
(Laughter_)
With rega.rd to the
general question, the hon. member went on to
say, that if a measure were brought in to do
away with th'3 denomlnational syst.em altogether
he would support it. The laity, as a body, w~re
favourable to the national ~ystero; it was the
clergy alone who wished the denominational
system kept up. lie was not speakin~, it Rhollld
be remembered, of any partICular cla~s or Sl·C'.,
but of the denomina'ionai system generallv. The
great difference, it seemed to him, between the
national and denomina:ional s)stems wa~, that
while the latter admitted of the teaching- of
certain dogmas of faith, the former admitted of the
t-:aching 80uud rdigion and true morality. The
hon. member then read some til!U res from a return,
showinlC the atrendance at different schoolR, preliminary to ni!! clo~in~ remark, thar, if even 10
schools were to be cl08erl, an additio'1al .£5,000
ought to be given, rather than that the resolution of the hOll. member for Castlemaine, which
bad been carried at the previous Sitting of the
House, should be adhered to.
Mr. G 1L11 ES 1hou! ht the issue placed before
the Houlle was an improper one, because the
House had really not before it tha whole queb·
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tion. 'l'h(8 ooinion of the ma.jority of the House,
as well as; the voice of the colony, would undoubtedly be in favour of the national system,
ar.d in favour of that system he would al ways
vote; but, for a. number of year!!, the grant for
educatiton had been made in the presenL manner,
and ca.c:h denomination has conceived i~seIf entitled to a Clertain share of the money, and in that
belief had regularly formed engagements, which
it would be UDj ust to cause them to break. He
WIlo8 no,t prepared to say that by taking this
£5,000 from the Denominational Board any
schools would be closed, but he could not hel p
regarding iL as a great injustice to deprive the
board of that money in the manner proposed.
That was not the way to undertake the s~ttlement
of a.n important principle such as was involved
in the question which the House was discussing,
and he would wish to see a different court;e
adopted. If the opinion of the majority of the
House would be favoura.ble to the national system so would that of the constituencies of the
colony; and, as the dissolution of Parliament
would probably take place before an education hill
would be brought in, he thought that the House
might with great propriety wait for an expre~sion
of opinion on the p~rt of the people of the colony
before dealing with the question. With referellce to the question cf remitting the decision of
the Committee of Supply for re· consideration. he
was of opinion 1 hat the hon. member for Kilmore had good grounds for taking the course he
had acopted. That hon. gentleman had done no
more than his duty in the case, and no fault could
poslSibly rest with him in the matter. Instead
of meeting the motion of the hon. member for
ClIo8tlemaine as had been done, and taking £5,000
from one board to give it to another, he thought
the Go\'ernment ought rather to have assented to
a proposition to increase the total vote by £5,000,
and that course, he beheved, would have given
satisfaction to both sides of the HOllse. He
would certainly give the additional £5,000 to the
National Board, but he would as certainly not
take a\IV~y tha.t sum from the I'enominational
Board, and if Ministers did carry their proposi·
tion it could be no sa.tisfaction to them to see
that they did so by the assistance of those who
were not their usual supporters.
Mr. lUDDELL had never supposed that this
vote for the Denominational Board would be
altered; but when he found that the Government
did not stick to their colours, he was glad in
giving his vote to have justice done. (Hear.)
He should therefore support the motion of the
hon. member for Kilmore.
Mr. )1ARTLEY felt it hill duty to vote againRt
the motion of the hon. member for Kilmore. If
he had been in the House-as he ought to have
been (laughter)-on the previol18 evening, he
should have feIr. it his duty to advocate th~ retention of the £5,000 for the D~nominational Board;
not t hat he was an advocate for that system- his
view!!, on the contrary, were stron~ly against itbut because he looked upon the rt!duction of the
vote 1108 a breach of public flLith-a thing to which
the present Government were not unaccustomed.
(" Hear," and laughter.) He could understand
the principles upon which hon. members voted for
the increase, or for cutting down the denominational votES; but he could not understi!.nd the
grounds on which the Ministry declared that the

reduction of the vote for the denominational
system would be a breach of public faith. and
yet subsequently voted for that reduction. That
he could not understood, and that system of
dealing with the public business he should always
strenuoUl,lyand honestly oppose. (Hear, hear.)
There was, he believed, a division-or, at least
there had been a secession from the Ministeriai
side of the House. The process of the incubation of the present Ministry, under the auspices
of the hon. member for Kilmore, reminded him
of what he had seen in early life. (Laughter.)
He had seen a clutch of duck eggs brought out
by a hen. He had seen the young brood take to
the watH, leaving their disconsolate parent
(laughter) on the bank. A similar process was
seen ID the present Ministry. The process of incubation went on under the parentage of the hon.
member for Kilmore, who, having brought them
out, took to the opposite bank-left them in their
own water. (Great laughter.)
Mr. M'LELLAN thought the hon. and learned
member who had just addressed the House must
have been labouring under some mental hallucination (laughter), for he declared he would
not vote for the motion of the hon. member for
Kilmore, adding that he quite agreed a gross
injustice had been done. (Hear, hear.) The
hon. and learned member charged the Government "'ith inconsistency. He thought, however,
that the conduct of the Government would compare favourably with that of the hon. member in
this respect. The question for the House on
that occasion was, Whether an act of injustice
had or had not been done. H~ believed that a
gross act of injustice had been done, and so far
as lay in his power he was ready to rectify it. He
should not detain the House, as he thought the
sooner they came to a conclusion the better; and
he trusted hon. members would agree in rectifying the injustice already done.
Mr. CHAPMAN opposed, and Mr. SINCLAIR
supported, the motion.
Mr. L. L. SMITH had voted for the ~5,OOO,
but he had not the slightest idea that sum would
be taken from another board, and therefore he
should support the motion before the House.
Mr. J. T. SMITH also supported the mution.
The hon. and learned member for St. Kilda had
made an attack on these institutions, but that
hon. gentleman gave no statistics as to the riile
and progress of these schools. He found in the
last rtport of the Denominational Board that in
1850 there were 3,000 scholars, as against 3O,OCO
in 1860. (Hear, hear.) These were facts that
provtd what were the feelings of the people of
this country, which nothing that the hon. and
learned member for St. Kilda said could meet.
(Hear.) lIe thought the hon. and learned member would find bi'.ll:>elf mistaken if he supposed
the people of thIS country would ut'erly ignore
religious teaching in their public schools. He
believed the number of schools ir, connexion with
the National Board was 180. They were, he was
aware, sometimes opent:d on one day and closed
the next-Mr. MICHIE.-How many instances does the
hon. member know in which a national Rchool was
opened one day and closed the next? (Hear,
hear.)
Mr. J. T. SMITH would not mind the
interruptIon, but would meet wi.h pleasure
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to hear the hon. ml'mber, 11.8 he was
g-enera\ly interl'I'tmg, and always amusing'.
(Laughter.) Well, what, he would ask, was the
number of schools under the Denominational
Board? There were no less than 470, as a"ainst
180 na'ional schools. He wa!l quitfO prepared to
vote for the additional £5,000 to the National
Boarrl; but be was not prepared to rob the denominational ~chools. To do so was, in.lhis mind,
political dishonesty, neither more nor 1I'ss-something more he would say. (Laughter.) He
thought it was possible the Government might
endeavour to coerce the House by taking tbIS as a
vote of want of confidence. {G-eneral cries of
"Oh, no.") Whatever little education he had
he had received under the denominational <jystern; and he knew the principles imparted in child·
hood framed the attachment of after hfe. (Hear.)
Again, It ~hould be remembered that in connexion with tbe denominational schools were the
Sabbath schools, which included the mass of the
chddrm of the colony, and which necessarily led
to their attendance at places of worf'hip. (Hear,
hear.) He was altogether opposed to two systems
of education, and to the expenditure in the
maintenance of two boards of money which might
well be devoted to enla.rging and increa8ing the
usefulneRs of existing schods. But, while this
was his feeling, he was again~t disparaging one
system merely for the purpose of advancing the
o her. (Hear.) He believed the c'lmpetition wbich
harl flown from the maintenance of the two systems
had beAn a wholesome one, although it had been
attended by the evils inR"parable from competition. (Hear, hear.) He adlliitt~ri t~at some
of T be national schools were valuahle lUi<tltutJOns ;
at the same time, he preferred the school connected with the reli~ious communion to which he
helonged, because b, it he could answer t.he
ar!!uments of thoRe hon. mAmberR who saId,
" Let religion be taught at home." ~Vhat opP,()rtunity, he would ask! was there f?r hIm, occupIed
a.s he was in attendmg to puniIc dutIes untIl a
late hour for several ni~hts in the week, to
impart religious instruction to hiR family? And
there were many hpaoR of families ~ho, bv
their temporal engagements, ~ere sllllIlarly
~i.tl1l!.ted.
(Ileal', hear.)
Agam, he hoped I
that those who were a'1xious to stnke a dpath· :
\,low at the denominational sy!\tem would have:
due regard to present engagAments, and remember that the large number of Achoolmasters emplayed by the Denomina'ional Board could not
be got rid of at a moment. (Hear, bear.) A/lusion had been made to the fact of an hon.
memher I'hifting bis Beat in the rtou~e. His
(Mr. Smith'R) spat, however, nevpr indicated the
opinions which he entprtlloined, althongh he was
always ready, if cireuDlstances warr~nted ~im,
in ~\lpporting the Governmellt for the time bemg;
but after the black crime that had markpd the
character of the present MiniRtl'Y, in !'eeking to
rob the denominational Ry!'tem of iti< full vote,
he rlid not think hA should have anything more
to do) wit.h thpm. (l,!\.ughtm and cheers)
Mr. MACKINTOSH ob~prved that the E'ff<'ct
of the workin" of denominational sehool~ in the
di"triet which"he representpll had been to destroy
erlucation. At Moonee Ponds a natIOnal Rchool
lxis'ed and was flouri~bin~, when !'uddenly three
d.nmninatioTlal !'choolg were started-Episcopa.
liaD, Presbyterian, and Wesleyan- and from that
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day a dpc\ine in the education of the district
cnmmenr;ed. There was now not a good school
in the di,.trict, and all the teachers were underpaid. He did not believe the pe(lple of the
country were in fM'our of the denomInational
system. If they were in favour of it, there would
not be ~I) many advocates of the national system
in the Hon~e. The d"nominational "ystem worked
antag,mistically to the national system, and had
the dfpct of deteriorating both. When in a
district hardly ca?able of supportmg one school
a. natlOnal school was ei<tabLIshed, a denominational school was a.lso started, ar.d then both
dragged on a lingering existence, (Hear, hear.}
He attributed the recent agitatlOn in support of
the denominational system to the fact that it:!
supporters were aware that their case was
de~perate.
(Hear, hear.) He stron~ly advocated one uniform system of education. He
did not believe that children could be taught
religion properly at a public school. There was
a time and place for all thingR. Let tho~e who
were so strongly in fa.vour of denominational education, pay for it out of their own pockets.
For his own part, he boped, if much more ob
struction were offered, tha.t the vote would be
swept altogether from the El>timates. Hear.
hear.)
VIr. LOADER con~idered a.~ most improper
the reflections which had been cast upon the
lHmisrry for their action in this matter. The
Ministry had done what clearly was their duty.
The only qnestion was, how much money shuuld
be appropriatc-d for the p1irpo~eg of education?
The s~m of £l25,OOO was placed on tbe E~timates.
That sum was fluhmltted in committee, and
voted. True, during the progress of the discussion Cl'rtain alterations were made in the subdivisions; but it was cil'arly announced by the
Government that, nomatter what alterations were
ma.de, the Government would resist any increase of
the total amount. Thev accofrhngly resisted the
increase, and succeR~fully; and lU taking that
cour~e they hll.d only done their duty as) a
:\IIini~try.
(Hear, hear,) Tbe taking of the
£5,000 from the denominational system and
adding it to the national syst .. m bad been dif'cussp.d on this occa~ion more 11..'1 It que!<tion of
policy thlloT1 of finanee. But in that light it had
not been entertained by the Ministry. He apprehended that, when the Mmistry determined upon
snbmitt.ing an eduC'a IOnal policy to the HOHSE',
they would bring down the queRt.ion in a very
dlff<rEmt form. (Hear, hear.) WIth regard to
the vote itKdf, tbe ,\1ini!<try had, M on all prE'vious occasiolls, adhered to their Es!imates
with. rpgar(l to the total".
Already the
House had increalled the E~,imates by £2,000;
and if t~JI'Y were to increa"e other i-ems g~f'at
mconvemence would be the resl'lt. They mlght
a" well have inereasE'd the immiuration vote from
£79,Goo to £200,000. It would not have been
an nnreasonable thing' to have asked for the increase of t,hat vote. And here he might observe.
en pa8,~ant, that 1he applications for immigration
pa!l~a!res were coming in so fast that It was not
at. all improbable that before the end of the ReHsion the Honse would be called upon to set a.part
an additional sum for that purpose, if [t could
be obtalOt'd. (Hear, hear.) It appeared, howe"er, tha.t. the Government were open to a cba.rJC~
of inconsistency for resisting an increase of the
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educational vote; but they would have been
chargeable wlth nelZlect of duty if they had not
resisted it. He would rather be open to a charge
of inconl!istency than one of ne~lect of duty.
(Hear hear.) In this case the Government had
adher~d to their duty, and in so doing would no
doubt incur the censure of some enthusiastic
minds in the House; but he believed that cool
consideration and calm attention would show
these enthusiastic minds that the censure was
unjust. He was perfectly prepared to face the
little storm which had been raised up with regard
to this matter; the Government must put up
with the consequences, whatever they might be.
(Laughter.) But, af> to the charge of inconslstency,
he asserted that the Government were not open
to it at all. (Hear, hear.)
•
Mr. GRAY remarked that the question now
was not whether the House should express a
preference as between the national and denominational systems of education. (Hear, hear.) If
a preference were to be expressed by the House,
he should unhesitatingly favour the national or
lay system of education; at the same time he
did not desire, in supporting the lay element, to
imitate the ecclesiastical element -to set up
against the ecclesiastical bigotry a lay bi/!Otry;
but if hi) found the general mind of the country
determined to run in certain ecclesiastical channels, as a representative of the people, he should
feel no authority to set himself up against their
wishes. (Hear, hear.) He had, however, that persuasion of the historic truth, that civilization must
advance by the predominance of the lay mind,
that he did not hesitate anywhere to avow and
act upon it; at the same time he had a strong
persuasim of the fact that, if the lay mind set
itself u~ in a perpetual hostile collision of mere
brute ftrce as against the ecclesiastical mind, it
would Brouze into activity a power that would
keep it in collision, prevent progress, and dissipat.e those powers that should be given to
promote the cau'Je they had at heart-the advanc.em\nt of the general civilization and the
general )rogress of intelligence in this country.
(Hear, hear.) Therefore he had no dellire
to arQlze the religious bigotries of the
country, He believed, however, that the
best ml8.ns they could take to arouze the religious bltotries of the country was to put an
insult 01 offence, or what might seem to declare
itself III unnecessary insult or offence, for some
small plrpose merely, on that which seemed to
declare itself onll the temporary preference of
the COUltry. (I ear, hear.) lIe found that
these tvo systems of education had subsisted,
side by side, for some time; that, as yet, the
national system had not so grown upon
the relgious or denominational system, but
that pa'ents, at the present moment, in
the prmortion of something like three to
one, seened to prefer to send their children
to t,he denominational school.
If he were
asked That inference he drew from this, It
was tha they had come from an older and a
worSle COlD try , where they had been in very hos·
tile c:olliion with each other on religious subjects.
Mr. Poter's new process of amalgamation, as
they wee aware, required that some six or seven
houI':s slOuld be allowed for the retort to cool.
Now, tIe religious retort had )lot cooled yet.
(Laujghtcr.) Great religious feelings ha.d been

brought to the colony from Exeter Hall, and an
the other .. halls," which he considered should
be allowed to cool of themselves, rather than
by the process of striking them in a sort
of rivalry, resembling the old cOllisi::m in
which they had existed hitherto. (Hear, hear.)
He believed the time was coming when every religious denomination, even the Ca! holics-and it
was a high compliment to the House that an
allusion like this might be made in it without
giving offence -would desire to meet on one common ground with regard to education; and he did
not think it was the business of that House to
give unnecessary offence to any sect, nor to the
general population, and so delay such a happy
consummation. Were the question one between
the national and denominational systems he
would have no hesitation in preferring the
national, and he believed the country was come to
that point that any person was free-provided he was not doing a wanton injusticeto avow his preference for the national school
system, without exhibiting the semblance of a
religious persecu, ing feeling. The popular preference shown by the comparative majority of
three to one in favour of denominational schools
should prevent the House from rashly opposing
itself to that system. If a moderate plan for
bringing the two systems together were laid
before the House, and it were shown that the
country was in favour of the national system, he
for one would strongly declare himself in favour
of schools under a lay rather than an ecclesiastical jurisdiction; buthe did not think he should
be doing the national system a service by giving
a sudden vote which really showed the distrust
hone members had in themselves, and the merits
of the principle tht'y advocated. If the House
could only share with himself his confidence in
the progress of the principle of religious toleration, and that the day would come when the
people would see that one good school was better
than three or four bad ones, hone members
would not take sudden advantage of an opportunity like the present. On the grounds he had
given, he should vote for the amendment, at the
same time thinking that the Government o~ght
to yield, and not to insist on so sudden a reducnon of teachers' salaries in the middle of th«t
yea.r. There was a far deeper reason for the
preference shown to denominational schools than
the Government seemed to think, and he warned
them not to "erpetuate religious differences because of 8. lucky majority.
The question was then put, that the resolution
passed in Committee of Supply be read a second
time, and the House divided, with the following
result :, .. 21
Ayes
.. , 20
Noes
Majority against Mr. O'Shanassy's} 1
amendment
........
The division-list was as follows :AYES,

Mr. Bennett
- Brookc

- C"rpenter
- Chapman
-

DOD

- Donald
- Flancis

Mr,

He:~le~

Mr. Michie
- Nichol~on
- Pnmdergast
- loaupr
- P,)ke
Dr, l\I'lc~tlll.m
- Servi)c
Mr ..Mac'<iIJtosh I'r 'rh ·mson
- Manlcy
Mr. Vtrdun.
4 Q

-

IIlIllltfray

-

LtJvi
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Mr. AlJIsinck
-

Duffy

Jlr.
Mr.
-

Evans
Gillies
Gray
HedIey
Henderpon

NOF.S.
Kr. Hood
- Howard
- LaIor
- Lock
- M'LeIlan
- O'Hea
- O'Shanas~y

Mr. Rirldell
- Rl'rjeant
- Sill clair
-

Smith, J. T.
Smith, L. L.
Wllkie.

The result was announced amid cheers and
counter cheers.
The resolution was then put, and agreed to.
SUPPLY.

'fhe Clerk read the next order of the day,
which was that the House go into] Committee of
Supply.
.
'£he SPEAKER put the question, that the Chairman leave the chair.
Mr. FRANC IS begged to move, that this order
of the day be postponed till after the consideration of the first notice of motion, relating to
water supply.
Mr. NICHOLSON seconded the motion.
The S PEAK~R said that the question having
been put, the hon. member could not put his
motion.
Mr. DUFFY'suggested that it would be open
to hon. members favourahle to the consideration
of the resolutions of the hon. member for Richmond to negative the motion to go into Committee of Supply.
The SPEAKER said that would dispose of the
question of Supply for the night.
Mr. HUMFFRAY strongly objected to such a
course being taken.
The question was then put, and the House divided, with the following result :Ayes
17
~M

U

Majority against the HOIlRe going
into Commitree of Supply
The division-list was as follows:Mr. Brol)ke
- Cha.pmlln
-

Don
D·>nIlId
Frazor
Gray

Mr. Amsinck
- Bennett
- Carpenter
- Duffy
Dr Evans
Mr. Franois
- Gillle!!
- Hedley

AYES.
HeaIes
Howard
Rumffray
Loader
MaC'l.dllm
Mr. M'Le\lan
NOES.
Mr. Henderson

Mr.
Dr.

- flood

-

7

Mr.O'Hea

-

-

S~rj!>ant

Sillc1air
Smith. J. T.

- Verdon

Mr. Nicho)Ron

L1,Jor
Levi
Lock
Mackintosh
MartIey
Michie

-

O'Sh!\lJa~sy

-

Prendergast
Pyke
Ri<ldell
~ervicet

!'mith, L. L.
Wilkie

ABATTOIRS BILL.

Mr. FRANCIS moved that the second reading of this hill be PORtpo'led until after the consideration of the resolutions stan<iing in his name.
lie did so because he was convinced that many
hon. members had attended that evening on the
full understanding that his resolutions would be
brollght forward.
The motion was put and carried.
WATER SUPPLY.
?tIr. FRANCIS moved the following resolutions :"That the Home, on Thur~d~y next, resolve
jt~elf into a commit.ee of the whole, to consider the
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followinl!; resolution!1, viz. :--' Tbat, in the opinion
of this House, the principle of charging the general
revenue with the expense of increasing the water
supply, is inexpedient. That works for this purpose, when undertaken, should be reproductive.
That sums required for water supply should be
raised by Exchequer Bills having 12 months' currency, bearing six per cent. interest, and for
amounts ranging from £5 to £100, all being payable in the colony. That a bill be brought in,
authorizing the Govemmenttoraise any required
sum, not exceeding £250,000 a year, from, and
includin~ the present year, for water supply, by
Exchequer Bills, providing that the ~ross Rum to
be so raised shall not exceed £1,000,000. That a
bill be brought in, empowering the Government
to dispose bf the Yan Yean Waterworks, Ilnd
all the property appertaining thereto, now vested
in the Board of Land and Works.' "
The hon. member then said, that in approaching
the subject he wished to explain that he had desired to avoid the responsibility of dealing with a
subject which was more connected with the dut.ies
of gold-fields members, as it was on the goldfields that a supply of water was more particularly
in demand. He had become connected with the
subject during the time he was a member of the
Cabinet, and had then proposed to his colleagues
to relieve the Government from t.he difficulties
connected with the Yan Yean; and sprin~ing out
of that, he thou~ht a scheme was devisable, by
which a great number of the principal gold-fit'lds
could be supplied with water. He had hoped
that some scheme would have been introduced in
the financial scheme of the Treasurer of the day.
He held that the ques'ion of water supply was
one that should not form a part of the general
revenue of the colony, but that the works should
be reproductive, and that the parties who derived
benefit should be called upon to pay the Government for their disbursements. During the pf'riod
be was in office, applications were RO constantly
made to him, that he was convinced that the goldfields were greatly impeded in their progress
from the want of water. He found also
that it was said, why should Melbourne
have a large water supply, whilst other
portions of the colony, having a.t least
equal claims, were without it, although they
were willing to pay for it on the same terms
He bad been given to understand that a
great deal more gold-a third - would be obtained if there were a good supply of water;
and also that it was required for sanitary
and other purposes. All those arguments,
and others equally cogent, had influenced
him in bringing forward the matter. The
plan which he in the first place propounded to his colleagues was, to sell the
Yan Yean, and to obtain from the proceeds
thereof the means for the further extension
of waler facilities. Inasmuch as he wiRhed to
follow up the programme he had submitted
to his colleagues, he would as shortly a" possible go through It to the House. He found,
at the time of maldng the proposition, that on
the 1st January, 1861, the mdebtedness of the
Yan Yean was £600,000. For that sum he proposed to deal with the dispositiun of the works on
the following underf'ta.nding: that Melbourne
and the surrounding districts should con~ribute
p1'O 1'ata, according to tho rates, to be paid at the
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rate of 10 per cent., which would produce an
annual revenue of £60,000 upon the "aluation
ef the Yan Yean.
For that purpose he
proposed that a bill should be passed rendering it
compulsory upon the corporation to raise certain
rates. That £60,000 he would appropriate to
the payment of the debentures, by deducting 6
out of the 10 per cent., the remaining 4 per cent.
being divided as follows :-2~ per cent., or £15,000,
for the construction of a sinking fund; 1 per
cent. for keeping the works in repair, and, as far
as possible, increasing the reticulation of pipes
in the outlying mUDlcipalities. The remaining
half per cent. he proposed to keep in the
hands of the Government, to pay for the
supervision of the works and the departmental expenses in the Treasury, and the fioancial conduct in reference to the re-investment of
the £15,000 per annum. In 21 years; he
reckoned the Government would !!et back both
the capital and interest, and be enabled to confer,
both upon the corporation of Melbourne and the
surrounding districts, a most noble endowment in
the supply of water. Then came the question of
dealing with the gold-fields. The Government,
from the source be had mentioned, would
receive £15,000, whICh they would capitalize
at 6 per cent., thus producing a sum of
£250,000 for the service of 1861. That
sum he would place in the hands of Government for completing the obligations to
Geelong, and attending to the pressin~ wants
of Ballarat, Sandhurst, Beechworth, and other
districts. He would propose, as a mode of
appropriating the income of 10 per cent. on the
gold-fields, the following manner. He thought
Geelong would require £15,000.. The Government would supervise the scheme, and ascertain
that the supply was wanted, and whether there
was a sufficient amount of rates in Geelong to
secure to the Government thelayment of the
interest. The Government woul then only have
the formation of the works, which would afterwards
be left to local control, and thus much abridge the
business of the Government. The Government
would also Ree to the practical and economical
chara.cter of the works, that, being satisfied on
these points, they might safely a.dvance the money
requisite for them, and in all probability the goldfields would be able to apply to the sinking fund
a much larger contribution annually_ He found
by calculation tha.t 2~ per cent. on £15,000 would,
in the course of 21 years, meet both prinCipal and
interest; 3 per cent. on £18,000, in about 19
years; 3~ per cent. on £21,000, in about 18
years; and 4 per cent., on £24,000, in 16 years;
and he proposed thr.t the properties should
remain in the hands of the Government
until they w~re respectively paid for. There
would be Borne difficulties as to the redivision of
the properties which had been paid for, but, by a
resolution which was proposed by the hon. member, Mr. Greeves, they would be obviated. That
gentleman proposed that, upon the redemption
of the money advanced as aforesaid for constructing the said works, the property, revenue,
and management thereof, shall become vested in
the corporation of Geelong, and in such municipality or municipalities as may have been supplied
with water thereby, in the proportion in which
such rate. and charges have been contributed
from within thcir respective boundaries. It ap-
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peared, in reference to the gold-fields, that there
might be some conflict of interests; for instance, that the representatives of the mining
interests, such as the mining boards, might
be careless on the subject, not having property
to be a8sessed. He therefore proposed that a
local trust should be established-a sort of committee of management, consisting of the chairman of the municipality, the chairman of the
board of mines, and a nominee by Governmentso that there would be a balance of interests, and
neither too high a rate would be imposed nor a
minimum. That local management would be
preliminary to other municipal affairs which the
Government had in view. He believed that what
he had endeavoured to sketch out would be some
guide to the House in discussing the question. He would now say a few words in
reference to the first resolution. He might say
that he found generally on the gold-fields that
they would be willing to pay for water accommodation, and would be able in a sbort time to have
the works under their control. He argued that
water supply, either to cities or the gold-fields.
should not be on the Estimates, and thns a eaU
be made upon the House annually for what could
be afforded. They were works in which the state
could safely invest money in a reproductive
mann.er; and if in a reproductive manner, then
such reproductiveness, and not the general revenue, should be chargeable with the outlay. Public credit was fairly used in this way, and public
credit was as fairly reimbursed by those who benefited from the conveniences supplied. It was that
principle which had been acted upon in the Yan
Yean and other works. With reference to the
third resolution, he was in favour of Exchequer
Bills, because he believed that objections, vahd or
otherwise, might be raised by the banks against
the issue of any further amount of debentures,
and because the small amounts in which he proposed to issue them, and the brief dates at which
they matured, rendered them available as a circulatin~ medium. He reasonably expeJted that
they would become, If not in the first insta.nce, at least eventually, so popular that the
Government would be able to get them off their
hand at 4 or 5 per cent. premium, as the banks
gave no interest for money lying in their hands.
He thought, also, that a comparatively poor man
would be glad to buy them, knowing that his capital would increase, !Iond that if bound to realize
at any time, he would not be a sufferer.
The fourth resolution was merely a recitation.
He therefore moved the fifth resolution, « That
a bill be brought in empowering the Government
to dispose of the Yan Yean Waterworks and all
property appertaining thereto."
He thought
he had shown tha.t the whole of this £250,000
could be made up out of the Yan Ye an workH; and
would oonclude by simply moving the whole of
the resolutions.
The SPEAKER having put the question,
Mr. VERDON understood the hon. member to
say that he did not intend these resolutions to be
considered as an amendment on the Government;
proposition, that a certain amount be granted for
water supply to the gold-fields. (Rea-r, hear.)
He regretted, however, that the hon. member
seemed to misunderstand the arrangement that
had been come to as to the mode in which these
resolutions should be taken. The hon. member had
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agreed that the discussion 8hould be taken in
committee-which would be far the more preferable course, illasmuch as by doing so some
days might be saved, and perhaps a second
discussion on the same subject avoided. (Hl'ar.)
He felt sure that all gold· fields members would
agree with him, that a scheme such as that proposed by the hon. member would take some considerable time to bring it to maturity,-a bill
would have to be brought in, and, having run
through all its chances, a consIderable period
would necessarily elapse before the country could
obtain any advantage from the scheme. (Hear.)
He agreed tha.t, if the House were willing to
accede to these resolutions, it would be possible to
grant the £75,000, making it a charge; but he
should urge on the House that it would be absolutely nece8sary to vote a considerable sum of
money-not lel'8 than £75,OOO-in order to carry
out the works already commenced. His hon. colleague, the Commissioner of Mines, would tell
the House that the money already spent had been
well laid out. (Hear, hear.) The hon. member
for Richmond had some months ago, when a
member of the late Government, done him the
honour of submitting the general plan the hon.
member then proposed, and he had on that occasion expressed his ge~eral copcurrence ,in . the
resolutions. It was qUIte pOSSIble that obJectlOns
might be raised to certain parts of the scheme
as proposed by the hOI?'. member.
That part
which related to the ralsmg of money by loan
would require very great consideration before it
was adopted. (Hear, hear.) The country was
already largely involved in debt, and it was
a serious consideration whether they should go
on increasing that debt. Indeed, his own opinion
was that the time had arrived when the country
sho~ld make some provision for paying off a
portion, at least, of its present debt; and if he
were permitted heleafter to make a statement he
should bring the indebtedness of the colony
before the House, with a view to its partial payment. (Hear.) No doubt this was not an ordinary loan; but stili it was a proposal to raise
a million of money in addition to the already
existing debt, and to the million's worth of debentures that might have to be raised in the
markt:t before long. lIe, however, would not go
into the question then; but would defer such
observations as he had to make until the resolu·
tions WHe being considered in detail, simply
expressing the willingne~s of the Government to
consider these resolutions m committee, (Hear,
hear.)
1\1r. GREEVES thought it necessary to say
a few words. It could not matter to Geelong in
what manner the funds for their water supply
were raised; but he hoped it would not be RO
generalized as to defer it for a considerable
period. He, on the whole, agreed with the ~on.
member for Richmond; but at the same tIme,
he thought too grea.t a calculation was made of
the production of the Yan Yean water supply.
lie was aware that the produce of the Yan Yean
for 1861 would be some .£60,000; but it should
be recollected that included a large number of
arrears for some years past. He dId not himself
expect the whole d('bt of the Yan Yean could be
paid off under some :30 ypars, but, at the same
time no person who examined the ~ubject could
but be of the opinion that it would in the end be
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paid off. (Hear.) Now that the works were so far
finished a8 to become reproductive, there could
be no question that the debt would be paid off.
He rl'gretted the hon. member did not add
a resolution for the transfer of the property
on the debt bein~ paid off. He did not bind himself to the large amount of £60,000 a year aa
being the sum to be paid by the city of Melbourne. He thought that too lar2e a sum' and
no difficulty could arise from extending the' time
for payment. In a case of this kind even a century Wt1~ nothiug in the history of a country.
H~ consIdered so large a sum as £60,000 to be
raIsed year after year would be a very se\'ere tax
on the property of the city of Melbourne' but
he should reserve until the resolutioLs cam~ before the committee the observations he would
feel it incumbent on him to make on the question. (Hear.) He hoped, however, when the
resolutions came before the committee the claims
of Geelong would receive prominent attention.
Mr. M'LELLAN would not oppose the resolutionll; but, at the Same time, he had to complain of the manner in which they had been
brought forward. It was originally understood this
money for the water supply was to benefit the
gold-fields. That would be utterly impossible
under the present changes going on in the unsettIed gold-fields. No doubt they mil(ht be made to
work in settled townships, such as Ballarat and
Geelong, but they could not work where the
miners were in the habit of moving about. He
therefore trusted hon. members would support
the vote for the £75,000 already on the Estimates. (Hear.) There were many places where
the miners had left their «rushes," and gone
else" here; and how, he would ask, could reservoirs be made to pay in such cases? (Hear.)
Again, it was well known that there was always a
spirit of antagonism on the part of miners to
municipal bodIes, and therefore it would be ddIicult to get this plan worked out on the goldfields. Many of the reservoirs already madeas rnanyas five out of ten--had been made on
gold· fields which had been already abandoned.
Under these circumstances, he was bound to
say that the hon. member did not bring forward
a workable scheme. (Hear.)
Mr. L. L. SMITH considered that the money
req!lired for gold-fields water supply and for irrigatlon works should be raised by private enterI pri8e.
Works instituted under this arrangement
\ in California had been most succestlful. Without
private enterprise anything like permanent works
could not be expected. At the same time, he
trusted the 4th resolution would be strictly investlgated before the House assented to so large
an eXpE'nditure.
Mr. GILLIES was against depending on annual
votes for the purpose of supplymg the gold-fields
with water. Br Ruch an arrangement, money
would be only frIttered away for no good purpose
'what.ever. The £50,000 voted by the Hom,e last
session would have been expended far better in
obtaining surveys showing where the best
reservoirs could t>e constructed, than in erecting
on the various gold-fields small local reservoirs
which, in the course of a few yea.rs, would be
comparatively useless. He denied the assertlOn
of the member for Ararat, that the gold·fields
population was mi~ratory. Settlement was taking
i place rapidly in every gold district, and it was
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'Mr. HOW ARD did not see why the whole of
the Estimates could not have been passed before
this motion had been brought on.
Mr. BENNETT supported the motion origin
ally, because he believed it would relieve the
revenue of a great charge; but objected to the
matter beinll: carried further that nig-ht. He
considered that the hon. mover had not shown
how gold-fields reservoirs would become reproductive.
Mr. HUMFFRAY trusted the House would
assent to the consideration of the propositions in
committee, because such a course would facilitate
business, without committing the House to anything.
In answer to the SPEAKER,
Mr. FRANCIS said he would not then withdrav. the first proposition, but leave that to bedone in committee. He had no alteration to
make.
The question was then put that the propositions
be considered on Thursday next. (Cries of
" Tuesday!')
The BPEAKER said no alteration had been
made.
Mr. HEALES had no objection to the debate
being taken on Tuesday, only that, as the s:ate
aid qU68tion would come on that night, the question of water supply was not likely to be ca.lled
on.
Mr. HUMFFRA Y said he was very anxious
for the fint resolution to be withdrawn, and also
for the question to be taken on Tuesday. He
asked the hon. member for Richmond if he had
not consented to such alterations in his resolutions?
Mr. FRANCIS admitted that he had.
The first resolution Was then omitted, and the
word" Thursday" changed to "Tuesday."
The question was then put, and agreed to.
The remaining business on the paper being
postponed, the House adjourned to 4 p.m. on.
Tuesday next.

important, not only for the mini.ng interest, but
for the populalion generally, that the public
money should be expended, not in unproductive
labour, but in the construction of permanent
works. (Hear, hear.) He considered theresolutions of the member for Richmond contained an
important principle, and Ilhould give them his
support.
Mr. SERVICE considered that,in consequence
of the thinness of the House, and the necessity
for giving a calm consideration to the facts and
figureslut forward by the member for Richmond,
it woul be well for the House to 8.llree to go into
committee, leaving the discussion of the question
until Tuesday.
Mr. SERJEANT moved that the debate be
adjourned until Tuesday. (Cries of "No.") He
thought it better that the whole question should
be considered in full House.
Mr. BROOKE sug-gested that the figures ~iven
by the member for Richmond should be printed
before the next sitting of the House.
Mr. FRAZER contended that now there was
plenty of data upon which the Government could
go in erecting reservoirs. He thou~ht, therefore, that the item of £75,000 on the Estimates
for gold-fields water supply should be passed as
quickly as possible; at all events, before any
decision was come to upon the resolutions now
under discussion.
After some observations from Mr. PYKE,
Mr. HUMF~'RAY said there would be no objection on the part of the Government to going
into committee, if the memoer for Richmond
would withdraw the first resolution.
Mr. FRANCIS was willing to do this, particularly as the resolution, expressing as it did the
opinion that" the principle of charging the general revenue with the expense of increasing the
water supply" was inexpedient, wouldpractlCaIly
negative the vote on the Estimates. He had no
desire that there should be any antagonism between the two. (Hear, hear.)

FIFTY-SECOND DAY, TUESDAY APRIL Hi, 1861.
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.
The PRESIDENT opened the proceedings at 4
o-clock by leading the usual form of prayer.

A'Beckett's duties, as far as possible, in that gentleman's absence.
Mr. COP PIN was of opinion that they ought
to have a direct representative of the Government
EXPENDITURE UNDER THE DENOMINATIONAL in Mr. A'Beckett's place, wlule that gentleman
BOARD.
was absent from the House•
Mr. HULL said he thought tha.t this was alto. Mr. ROLFE moved for returns relating to the
expenditure of the education vote under the De- ~ether an unusual course. It was necessary, in
nominational Board.
his opinion, to have a responsible person in Mr.
The motion was agreed to.
A'Beckett's position to answer the inquiries which
members might have to make. He quit!:' agreed
LEAVE OF ABSENCE TO MR. A.'BECKETT.
Mr. FRASER wished, by the permission of the with Mr_ Coppin in his view uf the matter.
Mr. FRASER said, so far as he could he
House, and without notice, to a"k for leave of
would carry through the business of the Govern_
absence for one month for Mr. A'Beckett.
ment
in Mr. A'Beckett's absence, but he was not
;
Mr. CO LE ~econded the motion.
Mr. COPPIN asked whether it was to be to be regarded as the. representative of the
understood that Mr. Fraser was representing Government.
the Government?
- Mr. COPPIN had no wish to appear to reflect
Mr. FRASER said he did not represent the at all upon Mr. Fraser, who would do the dutiea
Government, but he was there to perform Mr•. well, but at the same time he thought they ougM
I
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to have some direct representative of the Govern-

ment there to do the duty.
Mr. BENNETT thought that perhaps the
better plan would be to postpone the question
until to-morrow.
Mr. HENTY thou?ht that it might perhaps be
as well if Mr. Fraser were to consult Mr.
A'Beckett further on the suhject.
Mr. FRASER.-Mr. A'Beckett has already
gone to Tasmania, and, therefole, he could not
hold any further consultation with him.
Mr. BENNETT ~aid that in that case the
Acting-President might consult with the Government.
Dr. HOPE was of opinion that it would be ungracious, in the circumstances, to refuse the
leave of a1)sence asked for. They were aware
that Mr. A'Beckett had been before the House
several times complaining of ill-health,and, therefore, it would be a harsh measure not to accede
to the motion. He would support Mr. ~'raser's
motion, that Mr. A'Beckett be allowed leave of
absence for one month.
The motion was agreed to.
PROCLAMATIONS.
Mr. FRASER handed in a number of proclamations respecting farmers' commons, gold-fields
commons, and towns commons, and an Order
in Council relating to the gold-fields.
FREE PASSES TO MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT.
Mr. STRACHAN gave notice that, on Tuesday
next, he would ask upon what legal opinion
Government had taken upon themselves, on the
resolution of one branch of the Legislature, to
issue free passes to members of Pa.rliament on
the Government railways?
ADDRESS TO MAJOR-GENERAL PRATT, C.B.
Mr. FRASER moved, by leave of the House
a.nd without notice, that an address be presented
to Major·General Pratt, and the brave soldiers
who fought with him, on his return from the seat
of war; and, for the purpo,e of drawin~ up
that address, he moved that a committee be
a.ppointed.
The motion was agreed to, and the committee
withdrew to prepare the address.
DIYlSION OF PRESIDENT'S SALARY.
Mr. COPPIN gave notice that, to-morrow, he
would ask the Acting-President whether any
understanding existed as to the division of the
salary of the President?
ADDRESS TO THE VOLUNTEERS.
Mr. HULL moved, without notice, that an
address be presented to the volunteers, expressing satisfaction with their behaviour at the Werribee encampment, and paymg them a just compliment with regard to the spirit and loyalty displayed by them throughout, that address to be
transmitted to the officer commanding the corps,
in order that it might be communicated to them
through the proper channel.
Mr. FELLOWS said he did not wish for a
moment to oppose the motIOn; but, as there was
no urgent necessity for the vot-e, he thought the
proper plan would have been to adopt the
usual course in such cases, and give notice of
motion.
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Mr. HULL said he would press the motion. It
was the practice of the English Parliament to proceed in such matters without notice, and if the
volunteers were to be thanked at all, it appfared to him that the sooner it was done the
better.
THE ADDRESS TO MAJOR-GENERAL PRATl'.
Mr. FRASER and the other members of the
committee then entered the House with the
address to Major-General Pratt, which was
handed by Mr. Fraser to the Acting-President.
The address, which was read to the House by
the clerk, is as follows :U To His Excellency Major-General Pratt, C. B.•
Commander-m-Chief of the forces in Australia·
(' We, the President and members of the Legislative Council of Victoria, in Parliament assembled, desire to express our congratulations to
your Excellency on your safe return from New
Zealand, after having, under Providence, brought
hostilities to an honourable, and, we trust, a final
issue; and we request you to convey to the officers
and soldiers of all arms, as well as to Oommodore
Seymour and the naval forces under his command engaged in that harassing warfare, the
high sense which this House entertains of their
bravery, and its deep sympathy for the widows
and children of those who have fallen during the
war."
Mr. FRASER moved the adoption of the
address.
The motion was agreed to.
Mr. FRASER then suggested that the address
should be, presented to the gallant general by the
Acting-President, and as many of th£' members
of the House as might wish to accompa.ny him
at any time and place most convenient to Gener;J
Pratt.
The sug~estion was adopted.
WEIGHrS AND MEASURES BILL.
A message was brought up from the Assembly
with the Weights and Measures Bill.
Mr. ~'RASER moved that the bill be read a
first time, and that the second reading be an
order of the day for Tuesday next.
The motion was agreed to.
REVISED SCALE OF TELEGRAPHIC CHARGES.
Mr. FRASER laid upon the table of the Bouse
the revised scale of charges of the TelegrPophic
department.
THE ADDRESS TO THE VOLUNTEERS.
The ACTING-PRESIDENT ruled that Mr.
Hull's' motion for an address to the volunteers
could not be put, an hon. member having objected
to the motLOn being made without notice, whereupon
Mr. HULL gave notice tha.t he would bring
forward his motion again to-morrow, when he
would also move for returns connected with the
defensive works under the charge of Captain
Scratchley.
THE TREATY BETWEEN BRITAIN AND FRANCE.
Mr. FRASER laid on the table a copy of the
Treaty of Commerce between England and
France.
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A REPRESENTATIVE OF GOVERNMENT IN THE imprisoned. A writ was at present obtainable
by which, on deposit of the amount of the ex!
HOUSE.
Mr. BENN}1TT asked for leave to move a reso- penses. a person might be brought up from
lution with regard to the case of Mr. A'Beckett. prison to th~ court. . He did not propose to
touch that writ, but to mtroduce a new kind of
which had already been before the House.
proceeding, by which it would not be necessary
Leave was granted; a.nd
Mr. BENNETT then moved a. resolution to to bring up the body of the prisoner, but only the
He intended also to
the effect that. in the opinion of the Council. it cause of his deTention.
was expedient tha.t at all times there should be a. arrange the fees for proceedings before jUl'tices
representative of the Government in that House of the peace. so that a fixed sum might be pa.id
and that the Acting-President be requested to at s~arting, ~nd the accounts of clerks of petty
inquire from the Chief Secretary what his inten- sessl~ns easily. checked. The forms might be
tions were on The subject. He was sure the kept m books lIke bank cheques. He inteLded
House would concur in his views on the subject. to give the same power to wardens as he gave to
a.nd he did not think that the business of the magistra.tes to appeal on points of law to the SuHouse could be properly carried on without the preme Court.
The motion was agreed to, and the bill read a
presence of a representative of the Governfirst time. and the second reading made an order
ment.
Mr. FRASER said he would suggest a some- of the day for Tuesday next.
what different wording of the resolution. If the
REPORT OF THE LIBRARY COMMITTEE.
words .. responsible representative" were intr ...
Dr. HOPE moved that the Progress Report
duced he should certainly not oppose the resoof
the
(Joint) Library Committee be taken into
lution.
Mr. BENNETT agreed that it was desirable cornideration.
the representative should be a responsible
The motion was agreed to. and the report
Mimster. but he did not wish to raise that issue adopted.
on this motion. They had already accepted
PRINTED PAPERS.
Mr. A'Beckett. who was not a responsible repre·
Mr. M'CRAE moved that a copy of the votes
sentative. The two subjects were distinct, and
he did not wish the larger question to be brought and proceedings and printed papers of the two
precedmg sessions of this Parliament (if in print)
up by the present motion.
Mr. CO LE said it wa." certainly inexpedient to be supplied, on application, to each member ot
have no direct representative of the Government this House who may not have received the same;
and he hoped that hon. members would see the
in tha.t House.
propriety of assenting to his motion. It was only
The motion was agreed to.
proper, he thought, that these papers should be
CROWN LANDS.
supplied to members who were not already in
Mr. FRASER laid on the table a return of possession
of them.
Crown lands alienated from the Crown.
Mr. STRACHAN was of opinion that the motion
ought not to pasR, and he objected to it on the
PUBLIC CEMETERIES IN VICTORIA BILL.
Mr. FRASER moved for leave to bring in a bill principle of the thing. If copies of all the proceedings
of that House were to be given in the
to amend an act for the establishment and'
way asked for, he could see that it would be
maintma.nce of public cemeteries in Victoria.
a fruitful source of future trouble and expense,
IJeave was granted, when
Mr. FRASER moved that the bill be brou!!"ht because, in the same way, members 10 years after
up and read a first time, printed, and ma.de an this mi~ht aFk for copies of the whole proceedings of Parliament during that period. He
order of the day for Tuesday next.
therefore objected to the motion, on the ground
The motion was agreed to.
of cost, as the adoption of the motion would lead
GOLD-FIELDS LAWS AMENDMENT BILL.
to a very considerable expenditure. If such a
Mr. FELLOWS moved fl)r leave to bring in a system were carried out, every hon. member
would
consider himself entitled to copies of all
bill, intituled, "An Act for the Better Administration of the Law by J u!itices of the Peace and i the papers.
Wardens of the Gold·fields, and for other pur- I Mr. ROBERTSON understood that the papers
poses in connexion therewith." Some of the asked for were already printed, anu since that
amendments he contemplated were borrowed was the case, he thought they might a.s well be
from recent Imperialle!(itllation. At present, if given to members as wasted. If it was a question
a question of law was reserved at petty sessions. of finance he might hold a different opinion.
the point was referred to the law officers of the but as no expenditure was involved, the papers
CrOWD. who had not the opportunity of hearing being already printed. he did not see what obboth Sides. He propo8ed that the magistrate, in jection there could reasonably be to assent to Mr.
such a. case, should draw up a written statement M'Crae's motIOn. He believed that members of
of the case, and that it should be taken to the the other House had obtained similar copies to
Supreme Court. The costs he proposed to make those which were asked for in the motion.
flmall. The act would also deal with the 14th
)Ir. STRACHAN said that if such were the
Victoria., chap. 43, a.nd give a. summary mode case that motion was not required, as under the
of appea.l against erroneous proceedings of same resolutions, members of that House would
magi!Mates. At the request of a gentle- be entitled to copies.
man woo had left this colony. though to
Mr. M'CRAE said he had made application
return to Australa!;ia-bnt not, he regretted to the librarian for a copy of the papers for himto say, to this colony-he had introduced a PlO- self. but had been refused, while at the same
vision for the more speedy relt;ase of persons time he was informed that the members of the
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other House were entitled to copies. He certainly did not see why members of that House
should be placed in an inferior position to the
members of the other House.
Mr. COLE thought thai. it must have arisen
from some technical point that the members of
that House did not receive copies, and, therefore,
he would support the motion.
Dr. HOPE said that it appeared from the
report of the Library Commmittee, now adopted,
that henceforth each House would be able to
&upply its own papers.
Mr. BENNETT said that Adamson's Acts was
a private work, the arrangement was that a
certain number of copies should be given to the
House in return for the Governmer,t printer
printing the work, and as soon as these were
exhausted, there could be no more copies supplied.
Mr. M'CRAE.-Is it in the power of the Go·
vernment to give them?
Mr. BENNETT said the Government certainly
had the power to give the few remaining copies
in their hands. The question was, was it expedient that members should have them when they
might be required for magistrates? lIe would
suggest that the words, "and not required for
the public service," be added to the motion of
Mr. M'Crae.
Mr. STEWART asked whether this was not
the public service?
Mr. BENNETT.-No.
Mr. ROLFE suggested that the motion be confined to the present members of the House.
Mr. BENNErT said that that manner of
proceeding would be something like the question
of payment of members. It was all for themselves, and nothing for anybody else. That was
a principle to whICh he objected.
Mr. STRACHAN suggested that the granting
of papers should be hmited to the two past
/lessions.
Mr. ROBERTSON was quite unable to see why
the copies could not or should not be given. They
had the authority of the Chief Secretary for the
fact that there were sufficient copies, and there·
fore he did not see why the members of that
House should be debarred the privilege of getting
them.
The motion was agreed to.
STANDING ORDERS COMMITTEE.

Mr. FRASER moved tbat the Hon. T. H.
Fellows be a member of the Standing Orders
Committee, in the room of the HOD. Sir J a.mes
l'almer, absent on leave.
Agreed to.
PARLIAMENT BUILDINGS COMMITTEE.

Mr. FRASER moved that the AC'ing-President be a member of the Parliament Buildings
Committee and thp. Library Committee, in the
room of Sir James Palmer, absent on lell.ve.
Agreed to.
ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS.

Mr. FRASER said he would answer a question
which had been put !:Iy Mr. S. G. Henty, in reference to customs du,ies and imports and exports. The cus'orus duties collected in l8W at
Portland amounted to £ 117 ,;~OO; Belfast, £40,200;
Warrnambool, £51,900. The value of imports
was :-Portland, £105}700; lldfast, £S5}OOO;
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Warrnambool, £25,700.
Exports:- Portland,
£99,900; Belfast, £27,000; Warrnambool,
£18,700. He (Mr. Fraser) also answered questions which had been put by Mr. M'Crae, regarding the receipts and expenditure in connexion with charitable institutions, and the number of free passes on the railways issued during
the year 1860. The delay in answering the latter
question, he said, was caused by the absence of
the traffic manager through illness.
DEFENCES.

Mr. HULL asked why the correspondence in
reference to the defences had not been produced?
Mr. FRASER said that all he knew of the
matter was contained in a. private note from Mr.
A'Beckett, saying that Mr. Verdon would give the
explanatIOn required.
Mr. HULL would not take explanations privately, and thought the dignity of the House was
mt advanced by such steps.
PLEURO-PNEUMONIA IN CATTLE BILL.

Mr. FELLOWS moved the second reading of
the bill, and briefly explained its more im·
portant provisions.
He intended to propose an amendment, to give justices of the
peace the power of detaining cattle suspected of
being diseased; and he would also propose an
amendment on the last clause, in order to make
the bill effective to the end instead of to the
beginning of next session.
The motion was agreed to, and the House went
into committee on the bill. The preamble was
postponed. Clanses 1, 2, and 3, were passed
without remark or opposition.
On clause 4,
Mr. FELLOWS moved an amendment, giving
power to commissioners to enter upon any land
where diseased cattle were found; and on clause
5, he moved that the words, Cl or any justice," be
.added after the word" commissioners."
Mr. HERVEY objected to the extensive
powers of the bill, on the ground of the great
destruction of cattle which might follow. He only
pointed out the danger of these extended
powers.
Mr. BENNETT said that every necessary
precaution had been taken for the prevention
of such cases as those referred to by Mr. Hervey.
Mr. POWER suggeFlted that the distrbt
should be made to give compensation to the
owners of cattle so destroyed.
Mr. FELLOWS said the measure was only of
a temporary character, but if it were to become
of a permanent character, these suggestions
would be at' ended to.
Dr. HOPE supported the clause as it stood.
He believed that the disease existed only amongst.
cattle in paddocks and on the roads, and nl)t
amongst cattle which were going free on runs. The
object of the bill was to prevent the spread of the
disease.
Some further discussion took place, and ultimately the 5th clause was so altered as to make
it apply to cattle upon any common, station,lor
run.
On clau~e 10,
Mr. HERVEY called attention to the necessity
of more part.icularly defining the districts to be
proclaimed infected, SO"Wi not to interf~re Ulllle-
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ce~gari1y with the operation!! of stock-owners in
driving c~~t'ltl to a market. Tu"" Mllrray district
or the' Ovens district, for examplp., were designatIOns of too wide a character, whilst the disea.se
might be confined to a pa.ddock or two.
Mr. POWER was of opinion that the clAouse
had better bl) left untouched, as he thought the
extensive po'Ners vested in the justices _would be
j udlCiously exercised.
After clause 13,
Mr. FELLOW~ moved a new clause, to prevent
p'roceedings taken under the act being removed
to the Supreme Court by writ of certiorari,
or otherwise.
The clauRe was agreed to.
Mr. BENNETl' asked whether the word
"cattle" would illclude workmg-bullocks, which
were the ml1m cause of the infection.
Mr. PO WER believed that the term employed did include working-bullocks.
The preamble and 8chedules were then agreed
to, and the bill ordered to be reported, with
amendments.
Mr. FELLOWS moved that the a.doption of
the report be made an order of the day for tomorrow.
The motion was agreed to.
LIEN (CONTRACTORS AND WORKMEN) BILL.
Mr. COPPIN said he had been 3.8ked to take
cbar,:!;e of Ihis bIU, and he would move the second
reading. He would not, however, identify himsdf with the measure, and did not approve of all
its provisions.
Mr. FELLOWS said the bill might be allowed
to pass, if its proviSIOns were closely watched in
its passage through committee.
Mr. Bl!1NNETT moved as an amendment that
the bill be read a second time on that day 'Iix
months. It was the same bill that had been r\;ljected unanimously last session, and no circumstances exi8ted now which did not exist ltiae
months ago why this bill should be passed. It
was a bill of So dangert)U1) kind, pushed forward
to please a certain party-a piece of legislative
clap-trap to catch popular favour. It was spe·
cially intel,ded .0 please a class of artificers, and
was thoroughly ISteeped in the vice of class
legislation. There wad no reason why the class
proposed to be favoured should be placed in a
better position than others. Why should an advantage be given to the mason or labourer which
was not given to the baker? Why should the
merchant who supplied material; for building a
house have a remedy against a contractor by
going to his customer, which the miller had
not that remedy 8¥Ioinst the baker to whom
he supplied flour? Pressure had been brought
to bear on one branch of the Legislat'.lre
by a class who seemed to consider the possession of capital in this colony to be almost
a crime. They had endeavoured to restram
money from being applied to land, and
now they were doing that which would prevent
its investment in buildmgs. The bill would place
the contractor at great disadvantage in any disputes with his men, and give opportunity
for collusion between a fraudulent contractor
and his men against the owner of property. No
capitalist would enter on building operations
with such a measure hanging over him. If legislation of this kind was to be encouraged, the

sooner every man who possesqed capital left the
colony the hetterfor thernselves. (Hea.r, hear.)
Mr. POWER seconded the amendlllent. The
bill would injure the cla'!s it pretended to protect.
Workmen had aiready a simple process for the
recovery of wages due to them, namely, an
appea.l to the Police Court. There wal:l a large
amount of capital lying idle in the banks, and this
bill would still furLher check the operations un
which that capital mig-ht be employed. What
capitalist would comm'mce building under such a
bill, or would ever call on a contractor's labourers
to ask whether he owed them money before
settling with him?
The amendment was then carried, not a single
membersayinl{ " cOlJttnt."
The remaining busiDt>~9 was postponed, and the
Council adjrmrned at 35 minutes past 6 o'clock
till 4 o'clock next day.

•
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.
The SPEAKER took the chair at 25 minutes
past 4 o'clock.
ADDRESS TO MAJOR-GENERAL PRATT.
The SPEAKER stfl.teo that a letter had been
received from Captain Pitt, ~ayillg that MajorGeneral Pratt would be happy to receive the
members of the Legislative Assembly on Thursday next.
VACANCIES IN TUE CABINET.
Mr. l\I'LELLAN gave notice that, on the following day, he would ask the Chief Secretary. why
the two vacant offices in the Cabinet had not
being filled up? also, whether the Mimstry were
of opinion that there were no two gentlemen
among tneir supporters qualifi<!d to fill them; if
not, when the Chief Secretary intended to fin
them? (Heal, hear.)
PErITIONS.
Mr. DONALD presented a petition from the
Yackanda.ndah portioll uf the Ovens gold-field,
in favour of the abolition of the export duty
upon gold.
Mr. SERJEAN'f presented a petition from the
inhabitant. of Ballarat, in favour of the abolition
of sta.te aid to religion. He also presented a petition from certam miners, in favour of the abolition of the export duty on gold.
Mr. CHAPMAN presented a petition from certa.in iflhabitants at Chewton, in favour of the bill
for abolishing sta.te aid to religion. Mr. MICHII!:
presented a petition from Sandridge on the same
subject.
Mr. MICHIE pres~nted a pelition from the
Municipal Uouncil of St. Kilda against the p<l.ssing
of the act at present before a committee of that
House, for the eXLenlSion of the linl:l to the beach,
praying that the act should not be passed until
certain promises made by the company had been
fulfilled.
Mr. KING, as chairman of the committee,
objected to the receIpt of the petition, as it
mil{ht have been presented prior to the committee commencing their labours.
The SPEAKER informed the hon. member
that the proper time for his objection would be,
when t was moved that the pe&ition be referred
to the committee.
4 R
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Mr. BROOKE pre!':ented a petition from the
Uniterl Preflbyterians at Geelon~, in favour of the
abolilion of ~tate aid to religion.
l\fr. VERDO"N presented a petition from :Mr.
~'rancis Pattcr~on, late of the pilot service,
praying that his caRe might be tllken into c~n
sideration. The hon. memher then gave nohce
that, on the following day he would. move that
the petition be referred to the committee on the
pilot service.
RETURN.
Mr. BROOKE laid upon the table of the House
certain returns of commonages. Also returns 0
all lands alienated under the new Land Act.
REPORT.
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SURVEY-OFFICE AT CASTLEMAINE.
Mr. PYKE gave notice that, on Tuesday next,
he would move that an address he presented to
His Rxct'lIency, nraying him to place on the
Supplementary E!'Itimatl'R for 1861 a snm of
£l,()OO, for the ertction of a new survey· office at
Castlemaine.
MELBOURNE AND SUBURBAN RAILWAY.
Mr. O'SHANAS:3Y ('Iwe notice that, on the
following day, he would move the !'Iuspension of
standing orders 4, n, 7, 16, and 18. relating to
private bills; and that leave be given to introduce a private bill to alter an enactment respecting the opening of a double line of rails on
the Melbourne and Suburban Railway.
QUARANTINE BUILDINGS.
Mr. EMBLING gave notice that, on the following day, he would ask the Commissioner of
Trade and Customs, what repairs or alterations
had been made in the Quarantine buildings,
when they were effected, and what was their
cost?
MR. BISSELL, OF EPSOM.
Mr. CARPENTER (in the absence of Mr.
BrodIe) asked the Commissioner of Crown Lands
and Survey, whether it was true that. the Government gave to a Mr. Bissell, of Epsom, a portion
of land i'1 compensation for that owned by him,
and destroyed by the erection of the main sludge
channel? and whether the Government were prepared to make similar concpssions to the other
owners of private propErty also destroyed by the
Rludge channel; and if not, how it w~s intended
to compensate those persons?
Mr. BROOKE said it would be in the recollection of the House that he had alrearly answered
the question, about ten days a~o. He was not
now aLle to give any additional information.
SLUDGE CHANNEL AT SANDIIURST-.
Mr. CARPENTER (in the absence of Mr.
Brodie) al'ked thp Commissioner of Crown Lands
and Survey if he would Jay upon the table of that
House copies of the correspondence that had
passed between the Mining Board of Sandhurst
and the Board of Land and Works, in reference
to an alleged promise made by the Mining Board
in connexion wi:h the clearance of the sludge
channel?
Mr. BROOKE stated that there was no objection to the production of the. correspondence,
which he would now place on the table.
SURVEYING INSTRUMENTS.
Mr. GREEVES, pursuant to notice, asked the
Commissioner of Crown Lands and Survey if he
would lay upon the table of that House a copy of
the inventory of all instruments, apparatus, and
surveyequipments belonging to the Government
in that department, ordered to be made by him
(Mr. GreeveR) when in office?
lUre BROORE said that since the hone member had given notice he had made inquiries, and
had ascertained that an inventorv had been
made, a copy of -which would be 'laid on the
table on Thursday.

Mr IJOADER laid upon the tahle of the TTOUF:O
the ~eport of the s~perinlendent of eJe~tric
telegraphs for the year ending December, 1860.
THE PILOT BOARD DEFALCATIONS.
Mr. A)ISINCK, without notice, moved that
permission be granted to the clerk to the committee on the pilot. service to attend at the
Supreme Court, and to produce certain documents on the trial of Litchfield.
The motion was put and carried.
THE LATE MAIL.
Mr. L. L. SMITH, without notice, asked the
Postmaster General the cause of the delay in the
delivery of the letters arriving by the English
mail on the previous day? The Home New.~ and
other papers had been delivered at an early hour
in the afternoon, whereafl the letters were not
delivered until 12 o'clock next day.
Mr. LOADER said the mail did not arrive at
the Post· office till pa~t 3 o'clock, and the letters
were lwrted by 8. It was impossible, however, to
deliver them all hy that hour. With regard to
the papers alluded to, he might say that they
did not pass through the Post-office, but were put
on shore and sold immediately.
Mr. L. L. SMrrH understood that there was a
sorter on hoarrl , he mail ~hipfl.
Mr. LOADER.-Not that T am aware of.
BONDED STORES.
Mr. FRAZER gave notice that, on the following dllY, he would ask t~e Commissioner of Trade
and Customs, whether It was true that Rome persons were charged 100 per cent. higher rate for
storage than oThers? and whether it was the
intention of the Government, upon the completion
of the railways, to grant licences for bonded
stores in the country?
TIMBER IN HOBSON'S BAY.
Mr. PYKE gave notice that, on Thursday, he
would ask the Commi~sioner of Trade and Custom~ to lay on the tanle the report of the chief
harbour-maRter, rel"pE'cting the sea wood-worm,
and its effects upon timber in Hobson's Bay.
RAILWAY DEBENTURES.
Mr. SERVICE gave notice that, on the following day, he would ask the TreaRurer whether, in
view of the present state of the London money
m~rket, and the probable dllJicuhy here migh ( be
EXHIBITION MEDALS.
in di~posing of the, debentures, the Government
wonl,j ro-consider the course they had intended
Mr. CARPE~TER asked the Chief Secretary
to adJpt in reference to them?
when the Government intended to distribute the
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medals awarded by the Exhibition Commissioners
in 1854?
.
Mr. BROOKE !laid he had answered the
question at an earlier period of the present
session and was not in a position to give any
further information. The neglect was owing to
Captain Clarke not having forwarded the medals
from England, and it was the intention of the
Government to wriLe to that gentleman for Rome
explanatioJj, and to desire that the medals should
be sent.
MINING ACCIDENTS.

Mr. CARPENTER, pursuant to notice, a~ked
the Commissioner of Mines if it was the intention of the Government to institute any inquiry,
relative to the late fatal mining accidents that
had occurred at Carngham.
Mr. HU.'rlFFRAY, in reply, said that the best
course would be to instruct the district mining
surveyor to make inquiries.
Mr. CARPENTER thought that the mining
surveyors were net competent to ma.ke inquiries
into matters of that nature.
The SPEAKER reminded the hon. member
that he was not in order.
SANDRIDGE FISHERMEN.

Mr. L. L. SMITH, pursuant to notice, asked
the Commissioner of Crown Lands and Survey
whether it was a fact that a number of fishermen
located at Sandrioge were removed from their
residences to make room for the Oriental and
Peninsular Steam Navigation Company, and that
a piece of land was surveyed for them, and called
a fishing village, and that they were then promised that their residence fees should not be
enforced; and why was it that, after that pro·
mise, the police were now prosecuting tho~e men
for arrears for occupying the land so allotted?
Mr. BROOKE, in reply, said that on the 18th
of February, 1859, the Board of Land and
Workll let a portion of ground to the Peninsula.r
and Oriental Company for a coal depot, and as
three or four filShermen holding the ordinary
monthly camping licences were at that period
residing on the portion of ground in question,
they were informed that on expiration of their
licences they must remove from it. They were
afterwards allowed to renew their licences to
camp on another site, which was pointed out to
them, but were never informed that a piece of
land would be surveyed for them whereon they
could reSIde WIthout the paym~nt of camping
licences being enforced.
Mr. L. L. S)lITH stated that he had a letter
addreEsed to the hon. member, in which promises
were actually made, and a place marked out to be
called the fishing village.
Mr. BROOKE said he was aware of that, but
although the lands had been marked out, on the
propOSttion being brought before the Executive
they did not see fit that it should be carried out.
Mr. LALOR said a promise was mad~ that the
fees would be considerably reduced.

stated that there was not sufficient business to
render a court necessary.
ST. KILDA RAILWAY COMPANY.

Mr. MICHIE gave notice that, on the following
evening, he would move that the petition presented by hIm that day be referred to the select
committee on the subject.
MR. KNIGHT.

Mr. KI~G, pursuant to notice, asked the
Commissioner of Pubhc Works if he had any
objection to lay on the table of the House copies
of all documents relating to the appointment of
Mr. Knight, the architect to the Houses of Parliament, including the correspondence which had
taken place between that gentleman and former
Governments, on the subject of compensation for
his loss of office?
Mr. GRA~T would like to know from the hon.
member, whE:ther he required the correspondence
for the purpose of commencing proceedings
against the Government; because, if so, he could
not furnish the correspondence. If, on the contrary, it was required merely to form subjectmatter for inquiry by a committee, he should
have no objection to furnish it.
Mr. KING said his object in putting the question was that the House might be informed on
the subject when the question of compensation
came under their notice.
Mr. MARTLEY said that if it was sought by
Mr. knight to have the correspondence produced
for the reasons mentioned by Mr. Grant, he
could easily obtain it; but that gentleman had
copies of all the correspondence in his possession.
Mr. GRANT said that after the statement of
the hon. member (Mr. King) he would have no
objection to lay the correspondence on the
table.
SUPPLY.

Mr. VERDON gave notice that, on the following day, he would move that the House resolve
itself into a Committee of Supply.
THE MELBOURNE LIBRARY.

Mr. DON asked the ChIef Secretary if he had
any objection to place on the table of that House
a copy of all the correspondence which had taken
place between the trustees of the Mdbourne
Public Library and the Government; and if it was
the intention of the Government to place upon
the Supplementary Es:imates for the prtlsent
year a sum of money for extending the accommodation of the Melbourne Public Library, as
earnestly solicited by the tru5tees ?
Mr. llEALES directed the attention of the
hon. member to the fact that the correspondence
would be so voluminous that, upon principles of
economy, he would have to object. Perhaps the
bono member would say what particular portlOn
of the correspondence he required.
Mr. DON said, he would for the present confine his request to the correspondence regarding
COURT-HOUSE AT ROKEWOOD.
the additional accommodation asked for by the
Mr. LALOR asked the Chief Secretary wby a trustees. On a future occasion he would move
court uf petty sessions was not now held at Roke- that the other corrfspondence be produced, in
order that a record might be made of it.
wood, as heretofore?
Mr. HEALES said the reason was, that in a
Mr. IIEALES said, with regard to the second
report from lhe police magistrate there it was portion of the hon. member's question, it was
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not the intention of the Government to place
any sum on the Estimates.

[:;ESSION
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not, when it was probable that such regulations
would be made ~ Whether the Government were
in possession of any information to the effect t.hat
THE TEN POUND DEBENTURES.
persons were depasturing cattle on farmers' COIn·
Mr. DON, pursuant to notice, asken the mons without having obtained licences; and, if
Treasurer when it was the intention of the so, whether any proceedings ha.d been t1l,ken
Government to issue the £10 debentures, payable against Ruch persons under the 8;{rd section of the
in Melbourne, as authorised by the Railway Loan Crown Lands Act? The hon. member said he
Act?
put the questions, as there appeared to be an
Mr. VERDON stated, that advices han been impression on the public mind that the mere fact
T(1ceived from England by the la.t mail, llnd of the common being proclaimed gave to pe~sons
were now under consideration. When the Go- a right to depasture cattle upon it. That was n.)!;
vernment arrived at. anv decision the information the case, however, with reference to fartller~'
would btt given to the lIouse. (Hear, hear.)
commonages, as no person could use them without holding a licence.
DISTILLATION OF SPIRITS.
Mr. BROOKE said no farmers' or grllziers'
Mr. LOADER gave.notice that, on Tuesday, licences had been issued. It was inteJldf!d to
he would move for leave to bring iu a bill to issue farmers' licences at once, but the GovernconRolidate and amend the laws relating to the ment were not in a position to issue grazier,,'
distillation of spirits and brewing of beer.
licences until the rules of the various min~ng
board!! had been received. Regulations had be'JIl
OVENS WATER RIGHTS COMMISSION.
made by the Government as regarded farmprs'
Mr. DONALD a~ked the hon. the Commis- licences and town commonages, but no rel!ulasionerof Mines, whetherthe Guvernment ir,teuded tions had been proposed as for commons under the
to appoint any authority to take evidence on oath man!o.genwnt of the mining boards.
all to the priority of exis.ing wa.ter rights in the
Mr. WOOD.-liave the regulations been pubOvens distri(~t, a~ recoJallnenced in the report of lished?
the Ovens Wa'er Rights Commission?
Mr. BROOK ~ said the regulationR with rei'pect
Mr. IlUMFFRAY said it was the intention of to the fanner,,' and town commonage" wuuld be
the Government to take action to ca,rry out Ihe g-aZttted that day. The Government. were not iu
recommendation of the comwission reftcTred to.
posseSl'lOn of any information on the sul1ject.
Mr. DO:SALD wished to know when the Although there waR no dount that the ~quattt'rs
and others were illegally depasturing their catt.ie,
Government would proceed t.o do so?
Mr. HUl\IFFRAY Raid the Gowrnment must he was not aware of allY prosecutious under the
be allowed tune. He might !:lay that It was his act.
in'ention that week to hing down a bill With
RTATE AID TO RELIGION ABOLITION BILL.
reference to the gold· fields.
The debate on the second reading of this bill
was resnmed by
BACK CREEK RESERVOIR.
':\1r. E)lBLI::SG, who expressed his fear that,
Mr. CARP BNTER a~kcd the Commis~ionpr of
Mines if he hurl receivt-'d any rpport Upull a lars:-e were the question to be put lV. once, it would he
found
that there was not an ahsolute lll:ljority of
re8ervoir, ;<ituate at Back Creek, S;tIldhun;t, from
m. IIlbers pl'E'Heut, and therefore the bill would
Mr. Supt rintending eu!!ineer Taylor?
not be carried. 1!'or this rea'on, he hoped the
Mr. llU~tF.l!'RAY (,laid he regret'ed that, debate would he prolonged a little farther. The
although a~kl'd some time ago, Mr. Taylor had member for Kilmore had put forth a new idea ill
lIot furllihhed his rep(,rt; but that gentleman ha.d connexion \\ith the question. 'J he ~on. met,t.?cr
been again written to on the subject.
advocated the continu:lnce of state aln to rehglOn
on the ground that it would promot~ morality
. NATURALIZATION OF ALIENS.
alld enlig-htenment. He ph. Embhng) qllvsMr. MAR'rLEY gave notice that, on the fol- tioned this very much. He was at a lo~.3
lowing d \y, he would move for lea,(e to bring in t.o understand how the compulsory s\lppurt
a. bill for the naturalization of aliens in Vic- of rehgion could promote tlither morality
toria.
or enlightenment. (Hear, hear.) It was well
ELECTIONS QUALIFICATIONS COMMI'ITEE.
known that the dfect of 8tate aid to rdigioll in
Mr. Gatty Jones was sworn in as a member of England was to aUj!ment the income!; uf Ctllllparatively a few mini".ters, while the Ilre:lt nyv.s
this committee.
Mr. llEALES moved that the petition of Mr. of the cleJ'g-y were in a state of de!>tltntlon.
Ireland be referred to the Elections Qualifications Owing to state aid the members of the Church of
England in this colony had nOL learned 10 glve.
Committee.
State aid it would thus appear, paralysed volunThe motion wa~ agreed to.
The SPEAKEH. Rtated that the committee tary effu;t. Ue was strongly of opiuion that the
rt:'latiuns betwef'n a mir,il>ter and bis flock would
would meet on Pnday next, at ;) o·clock.
be far more sati~factory than at prestnt if bta~e
DEPASTUHINO LICENCES.
aid were aboli!!hed. (L1ear, ht·ar.) The adMr. WOOD, pUl'!luant to notice, asked the vocates of gfate aid opposed the bill Ill."
CommiSSIOner of Crown Lands and 8urvt-y, on two grounds - vested rights, alld t hg
whether any graziers' licences or farmers' depas- necessity for assii--ting clergy in the bush. But
turing licences had been ilisUE'u; and if not, whE'n it should be remt m bered that the great proporit was intended that they ~hould be il'~ued, and tion d the state endowment went to the di:'rvy
why thEY bad not hetm hitherto ifilOu€d? Whether in the lowns. Cle!'gymen r"c~iving their ,£::O\}
any ngulations had been made hy the GovE'rnor and £400 a year had their futl quota (If ht:tte aId,
in Council with rf'gan.l to wch licences; and, if while dLstitu.e clergy ill the bUbh had none.
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Notice !had been given long since to the different vance of religion, stimulated as it was by this
religiows denominatIOns that, on an early day, grant. But take away the grant, and a
they wOluld have to faU back entirely on volun- check would be placed on the adV'l.llce of religion,
tary eflfort. Therefore, no complamt could be and the criminal class would be increased. (Hear,
made IUgainst the measure as one of I'urprise. hear. ) Another arp{ument put forward in favour
(Hear,lhear.) In concluslon, he contended tha;; of the abolition of the grallt was, that religIOn
btate ai(d ought nOL to be accepted by tnose who would stand firmer by itself.
He did not
had a.ny! f;J.ilh ID their religion.
concur in this. Again, it had been ~aid that the
M.r. llEDLEY differed alto~ether from the feeling of the people of the colony had been unviews clf hon. mt:mbers who supported the mi8takably expressed on thiS ques· ion. He
meaSUf(i:l. 'J'he Treasurer, in in.roduciug the bill, would ask when, where, and how? There had
assertedi that the grant in aid TO rdigion had been no agitation, no excitement. There had
not a.nswered the ends for which it was insti- been one meeting in Melbourne in favour of the
tuted. Now, the preamble to the bill showed abolition of the graut-a.nd that only after a
that the grant was originally instituted for" the careful nursing of the agitation-but there bad
advanceJment of the Christian religIOn in Victo- been nothing more. (Hear, hear.) The member
ria," II.n,d that one means by wbieh the origin 80- for Ripon appeared to thUlk that if the Imperial
to! s of t;he grant proposed to secnre this ad vance- Government were to refuse to sanction the bill, such
ment w:a.s by H the erectIOn of buildings for public a feeling would be aroused among the people here
wonhlp, ;" and when he looked at Ihe churches as would compel the home authoritit:s to assent
whiCh bad been erticwd in Melbourne and its to the measure; and in support of hisviewthehon.
SUburbs:, and at those already bUilt or in course member cited the resistance offered by the people
of building, in remote districts of lhe colony, he of this colony to the continuance of transportation.
could IltDt undertltand the assertion of the Trea- But he (Mr. Hedley) did not think the feelings
surer that the end had not been answered. The of the people would be as successfully appealed
other means for ad vancing the Christian re- to in this case as III the other. He btlieved that
ligion wal:l "the mamtenance of ministers," if the measure were to pass this House and the
and on this head he could say that a great Legildative Council and then be sent home for
eff~ct bad been produc\Jd on the moral M of
the Royal assent, the people would arouse themthe population by the ministers who laboured selvell to their danger. and at once appeal to Her
aUlong them, as could be ascertamed by lVlajestyagainst the abolition of the grant. lie
comp.uiing the present state of the people in repeated, that the abolition of state aid had been
various parts of the colony with their state flome confined to Melb:lUrne. whlCh, of all places ~n
years ago. (Uear, hear.) Again, toe Treasurt"r the colony, was the one that could best dispense
conten<.ted that the amount of the grant was ut- with it. (Hear, hear.) Again, he submitted
terly in.sufficient. Now, he could understand this that if the mon~y grant were abolished, the much
as a very good argull1t;ntin favour of increasing the larger aid, in the shape of grants of land, should
gran t, hut he could not see how it proved that there be abolllihed altlo. He should like to see an e~ti
was any necessity for its abolitIOn. Moreover, he mate of the value of the land which had
consit.iered that, tor the purposes for which the been granted from time to time to the diff~rent
grant was instituted, it was perfectly sutlicient. denominations in Mtlbourne. If those denomi(Hear, hear.) It had been likewise assl::rted by nations found their consciences ~o over-burdened
the 'l're.asurtr, that the grant telJded to under- from this pecumary aid which they bad from
mine the sdf·dependencl:: of jenominatioDs. time to time recelved, how was it that they had
Why, the principle upon which the grant. was never come forward to petition the state to redistributed was that of ht/ping those who ceive the money value of the la.nd which had
beivtd themselves, and in proportion aM they been granted them? As tht-y had not done
did help themselves. If there was allY force at that, he submitted that it could not be said that
all in the argument, legi81ative grants to lIlunici- they had unmistakably expressed their opinions
palitie!l, district road boards, ho~pitals, and to on this qUf'btion. (A laugh.) True it was, that
eOllcatlon should be discontinued as well as that certaIll denoluinations Lad declined to receive
to reli~iulI. In his opinion, there was more any portion of this !!rant, and, while adverting
necehslty for l'tate aid btiug gra],ted to religion to this fact, he might ask whether there
thall to these otht;r purposes. Pt:ople who had was no possible solutioll of the question without
Lad roa(ls did not rt.quuc to be reI1llDded of trle legIslative enactment? He beli~H·d that if the
inco(JveIliellce which they suffered. Peuple wbo regulations on which the grant were based were
were sick were well aware of the advantages of al:ered, w as to allow any liingle con!!regation to
hospitals. Those who needed education wtre the return the money apprOpriaLed to it, and to allow
that money to revert to the state, the money so
l11UhL ready tu appreciate the advantagt;·s vf this
boon. But people who bad no rt:hgion-who revertmg wOlJld gradually increase, while the
indulged in vice of all kinds- required to yearly expenditure would gradually diminish,
be reminded of the blessings of religion. and \be reM:rve could ultimately be appropriated
At all eVeI.lts, they were not likdy to to some beneficial purpolle. A solutIOn of this
support that which Ihey did not appreciate. He kind would be much more satisfactory than the
thought it would be aumitttd that there \\3.'1 one eraging from the statute· book of the only public
class in the c"loDY for whom alone it was the in- recognition of religion which they had. (Hear,
terest, if not the duty. of the state to continue hear.)
Mr. DON could understand the member for
the grant '0 religion. Reli~ious influences were
far nlOre effica.ciOU8 than the fear of punibhment South Gipps Land) living, as he had done,
in deterring people from the commil<sioll of criwe. n a remote part of the colony, and where
That the criminal dass in the colony was not iihe population W,\S thin, being mistaken as to
lll>rger than it Wa.t', must be attri .... uted \.0 the ad- the tedlUg of the great ilialtS 01 the pt'ople
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on this rsubject. But the fact was, tha.t the.
people were lSick of the question-they were tired
of agitating any further- and considered that
the matter was now one that should be dlcalt with
by their representatives. There was no necessity
for hon. members to be treated, With regard to
this matter, like a top, and to be c011stantly
whipped. (Laughter.) He considered that those·
who opposed the abolition of state aid to religion
were tmpporting only a barbarous relie of the
past. The state, he contended, had nothing to
do with the religious opinions of the people. 'fhe
state had ouly to see the people well governed,
and that life aHd property were respected and
cared for. At the same time, he was of opinion
that if the Government bad proposed the abolition of the grant, not by oue otroke, .but by
allowing the matter to extend over a penod, Bay
of five years- £10,000 tu be removed eaeh yearthe chances would bave been greatl} in favour of
the bill passing the other branch of tne L~gisla
ture, and rectiving the Royal assent. (Hear,
hear.)
Mr. SERVICE (who tose amid cries of
1< Divide") called attention to the fact, that if
hon. memberR came (0 a division in thtl pre-ent
state of the L1ouse, the bill must necessarily be
lost. It was quite ma.nife8t that there wl;!re not
a sufficient number of members within the House
or its precincts to carry the measure, an absolute
majority being necessary. He proposed tha.t the
quetltion be adjourned for a week, in order that
the country at large might be put in pO~!jes:;ion of
the real state of atlairs. If thtre was not a larger
attendance of hon. membtlrs next Tuesday, the
bill would deserve to be lo,;t. (Hear, hear.) lie
was anxious that tho!ie hon. members who had
neglected their duty on this occasion might have
the matter brought specially under their notice,
in order that the question might be t;tttled this
session. (Hear, hear.)
Mr. NICHOLSON seconded the motion fflr
adjournment.
Mr. HEDLEY objected to any further adjournment after the rtpeated postponemenls which
had t~keR place. It would be in the recollection
of bono members that, on a previous OCCablOI1, the
calling on of this order of the day had the effect
of immediately thinning tbe House; and had a
division been taken at that time, the motion
would not have been carried. He thought this
fact showed that many hon. members who Were
f()Jmtrly in favour of the abolition of state aid
bad chanrred their opinions on the subject.
Mr. BiRJEA~T opposed the adjournment of
t.he debate as It had been a fact well known on
Friday last that the question was, with the speCial
consent of the Government, put down for discus~ion tbat nigbt. He had beeu informed, indeed,
that the Government ban ~ent round circularR to
hon. members, informing them to that dIect.
I Hear, hear.) There were more hon. members
present then than there would be on that day
week for he believed there were no les~ than 50
()T 51' members then within the precincts of the
House.
Mr. M'LELLA~ thought the hon. member
for Ballarat WeBt bad just urged the strongest
possible reason for the adjournment, for If there
were only 50 memters lD the House, so many
wonld vote against the bill that It would be virtua:ly lust.
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Mr. LALOR would not a.ctually oppose the adjournment; but remembered that there had been
a call of the House to consider this subject before,
together with the Governor's Salary Bill, and he
remarked that when the state aid question had
been called on, so large a number of members
left the House that there were not enough left to
Jarry the bill.
The question was then put and carried, and
further discussion on the bill was adjourned till
that day week.
POSTPONEMENTS.
The second reading of the Abattoirs Bill was
pOl>tponed till Friday next; and the second
readlOg of the Railways Management Bill, and
the Trade Marks Bill till Tuesday next.
BRIDGE OVER EMU CREEK.
On the motion of Mr. LALOR, the resolution
relative to a bridge over Nmu Creek, standinl(
in the name of Mr. King, was postponed till the
following day.
COLONIAL DEFENCES.
Mr. AMSINCK had not been prepared to
speak to the resolutions with respect to colonial
defences which stood in bis name on the business
paper, and a~ked the llouse to agree to them
now as a matter of form, leaving their di,cussion
to come on when they ca,me before the committee.
Wi:.il this understandin!{, he wc,uld move as follows :" That this House will, on Wednesday next,
reRolve itself into a committee of the whole, to
consider the propriety of adopting the following
resolutions: - - That this House approvel!! of
the scheme of defence proposed by Captain
Scratchley, and is of opinion thaL the necessary
works bhould ba completed and the armament
procured for the reduced scale of fortification
specified in the report of the committee, as
speedily as the condition of the public finances
will permit.
'l'hat this House 18 further of
opinion that it is essential to the effectual defence
of the colony that a portion of the local force
sbould be embodied as a militia, and placed
under discipline; and that the assistance of a
company of Royal Artillery sboula. be procured
from the Imperial Government, 8..'S instructors in
gunnery, and lO take charge of the batteries and
the labor a.tories."
Captain Scratchley's report had ouly been presented to the Hou!!e that evening, and hon.
members would, doubtle" .. , ueliire to have IIOUle
little time in which to consider it•
.Mr. J1E~DERSO~lhad no objection to let the
resolutions pass now; but he was strongly opposed to that passage in the second resolutiun
which contailled these words-It That a portion
of the local force should be embodied as a militia, and placed under discipline." His views
on this subject had been fully expressed some
time since.
~lr. GREEVES was surprised at the wo:ding'
of the resolutions. The hon. and gallant member for West Buurke had some time since moved
for a select cOlllmittee to inquire into the subject
of colonial defences, and as the hon. member
was the chairman of that committee, the House
might be led into the inference that the
resolutions now ploposed accorded with the
opinions eXl'rcssed in that committee.
The
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oase was Dot SO, however. He himself, who
had been a member of the committee, had
opposed that portion of the second resolution,
alluded to by the bono member for Sandhurst,
which recommended the embodiment of the
volunteers into a militia, and it was certainly
not recommended by the committee as a whole.
The country did not require a militia, and the
state of the volunteer forces here; and the spirit
which appeared to animate the various corps,
sufficiently proved that this was not the time for
the House to take up the subject. He (Mr.
Greeves) would not oppose the pa.ssing of the
resolutions if the hon. and ~allant member would
undertake not to hold the House wholly bound
to the resolutionI'..
l\lr. Ai\[SINCK reiterated his pledge not to
hold the House pledged to anything, were the
resolutions agreed to now. In justification of
himself, he would remark that the first resolutions
he had drawn up on the subject, which were
much more lengthy than the ones before the
House, had been shown by him to thehon. member for East Geelong, and the hon. member for
Villiers and Heytesbury, before he had brought
forward his present motion.
Mr. GREEVES admitted that such was the
case; but he had opposed the objectionable pasRage at the time, and pointed out tha.t it was outside I he question.
Mr. V.I!]RDO~ would consent to let the resolutions pass now, on the understanding that the
Government was pledged neither way. (Mr.
Amsinck.- H Hear, hear.")
The motion was then put, and agreed to.
DISTRESS FOR RENT.

l"Ir. WOOD asked leave to introduce a bill to
amend the law relating to distress for rent. With
one exception, the bill he desired to introduce
was the Same as one he had brought before the
House a few sessions ago. The former bill related tl) distress for rent and the impounding
of cattle; but as there was another measure
relating to impounding now before the House,
he had omitt~d that subject from the present
hill. That part of the old bill which related to
distress for rent had been generally approved of;
but the portion referring to impounding had
met with very determined opposition, which he
trusted would not be offered to the bill in its
preser,t state. As hon. members were doubtless
aware, by the present law all goods found in a
house, whether belonging to the tenant or not,
were liable to dlfstraint, with some exceptions,
and these exceptions he proposed to extend.
There were certain goods which tenants received
in the way of trade- such as watches to mend
and such like, and he thought the exception
8hould extend to such cases. Then, again, let
hon. members take the case of innkeepers. If a
person put up a horse in an innkeeper's stablt-s,
that property was exempted from distraint: but
in the case of a livery stable keeper it would be
far othel'lVise; and there was an instance known
of an unf')rtunate person who, having driven his
horse and vehicle in from the country, put them
up in a. lirery·stable, on which a distress was immediately levied; and the owner soon found that
it was perfectly legal to distrain upon a horse
and vehicle under such circumstances. One
other Cl4St he might refer to, which was also
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eventually brought before the Supreme Court of
this colony. A person was driving a number of
tlra}s laden with wool alon!! an unfenced road,
IJ.nd camped out, leaving his cattle loose, imalIining that, as he was on a run, within a quarter
of a mile, at least, from the road, his cattle could
not be impounded. Instead:of the land adjoining
the road being Crown lands, however, it had
been alienated, and was then let on lease. The
wide·awake landlord saw the dra.ys, and put in a.
dis're~s, and the consequenre waR t.hat. 'he whole
of the woo}, worth some thousands of pounds,
was held to be answerable for the distress. These
were illustrations of the hardships which were
pellllitted by . he preRent law. He knew that in
Callaghan's Acts would be found a law exempting
much of the property he had named from di~tress,
but, unfortunately, it was passed after the separation of this colon\' from ~. w South Wales, an«
wa!l, therefore, of no effect here. The bill he
wished to bring in was a short one, and contained
only three clauses; and he hoped he should see
it become law.
Mr. STEPHEN seconded the motion.
The question was then put, and, leave being
~iven, the bill was brought up by Mr. Wood and
Mr. Stephen, and read a first time; the second
reading was made an order of the day for Thursday nex~.
MEDICAL PRACTITIONERS REGISTRATION BILL.

The CLERK of the House proceeded to read
the amendments. made in committee upon this
bill, which were agreed to.
U pl)n the proposed new clause, rendering it
illegal to a~"ume such titles as that of "doctor"
without a diploma,
Mr. L. L. SMI'l'H opposed this clause, on the
ground that it created invidious distinctions, for
it was well known that any man in England could
get a. dipI:Jma for money. (CC No, no.") He
referred to the College of Physicians, which was
merely a number of practitioners who had combined together to give each other letterR, simply
because they were members, and not on account
of any extra knowledge they possessed. He was
speaking on behalf of poor men, who were
unable to buy a diploma, and on that account
complained of an injustice. He understood that
the House was legislating for the public, who
were liable to be deceived by people falsely professing themselves to be qualified, and not for the
titled medical profession by itself. A diploma
was a merelv useless letter in itself.
Dr. MACADAM, without again discussing a
question so thoroughly dealt wilh in committee,
was surprised to hear the hon. member place so
little value on a diploma, when not far from the
House would be seen a sign-board, whereoD a
certain individual took the titles of doctor and
snrgeon, though he was entitled to neither.
(Hf'ar, hear.) He thought the clause commended
itself to the common sense of the House.
The clause in question, as well as the others
brought forward in committee, were agreed to;
and the question that the bill be read a third
time waR put.
Mr. STEPHEN regretted that it could be said
that the Bouse had not even acquainted itself
with the requirements of a large number of perfoons professing a peculiar branch of the medical
prufession, by refusing to receive a petition from
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certain h.om00 opathi8ts . and .others•. He dwelt' £1,000,000." The securities to the Government
upon the llll;porraneedally bemg ~cqUlred by the should be by rates upon municipalities, in whom
homooopathlC pra0tltlOners of thiS country and eventually if not in the firt<t in!>tance the control
Europe and America, who now numbered about of the works should be vested.
'
2,000, an.d remarked upon the disadvan~a~es
)fr. GRAtltT said thac pArhaps the hon
under ~hICh .they labour~d th~ non-recogmtlOn member would put the resolutions seriatim,
of their certIficates of Illnes!! m a court of law and take the di8cnssion upon the firRt three as
and of their evidence .at inquests.
. ' they were dependent very much upon the other.
Dr. MACAD~\1. pom~~d out that the eVidence He would caB the attention of the hon. member
of homooopathlC practitIOners who had gone to t.he difference there was in principle between
through a proper course 0; study was always re- his resolutions and tlhe Goverument scheme of
cefved..
voting £75,000. That vote was mErely a conMr; .STEPHEN said t~at what homooopath!c tinuation of a principle acknowledged by that
practitIOners TI?0!>t comphmed o~ wa~, that theIr House last session; and he would now direct the
fitness to pradlCe was only to be Judg"p-d by those hon. member's attention to the difference between
who looked upon ~hem as quacks. .He would not the two propositions. lie apprehended that the
ask for a recommittal, but would Simply express votes of £75 000 this year and of £50 000 last
his regret that the petition he alluded to had not year. were taken out of 'h~large sum r~hzed by
been recf>~ived.
..
the governmen.t from the export duty on gold,
The bill was then read a third time, and an::llt was conSidered as a return to the mining
pass~d.
!'>- message, trapsmitt.ing the bill to the communit.y for that taxlJ'ion, and carried with
cOU!!1deratlOn of the Upper House, was ordered that understandint. What was the scheme
to be sent.
of the hon. member? It was merely one of
WATER SUPPLY.
commercial spr-culation. (" Hear, hear." "O(
On the order of the day for ~be con>1ideration operation.") Well, operation might be a better
of the resolutions upon water supply being called word, perhap~; and the Government was tied
on,
down to 6ee that the undertaking paid. It. was
Dr. MACA.DA \I, seeing so many of the mining not for the purpose of improving the condition of
members absent, wOllld move that the House the miners, but merely to give a return for the
adjourn till the followiBg day.
sale of water. lIe would aRk hon. members
Mr. DONALD opposed the adjournment, as whether the House was in a position to deal with
that evening had been fixed upon for the dis- such a prop')F;ition at the present time? They
cussion of the whole question.
had already had sufficient experience in this
Mr. KING also opposed the adjournment, country, so tar as the gold· fields were concerned,
adding that if the business of the House was not by the several speculations that had been
hetter attended to the session would last till started by commercial men; and he would
CbristmaR.
ask wheT her they had succeeded? for inMr. LEVI also oppOflen the arljournment.
stance, the Bendigo Waterworks.
(" Oh !")
Dr. ~IACADA\i withdrew his motion.
He would ask if they had proved a success
(" No"); or whether there was anything to
WATER SUPPLY.
jm,tify the adoption of the scheme of the hon.
On the motion of Mr. CARPENTER, the House member? ThM hon. gentleman had not adduced
went into committee upon Mr. Francis's reso- anything in favour of his scheme; whereas,
although nothing might be produced from tile
lutinns.
Mr. FRANCIS said he thought it would expenditure of £75,000 during the present year,
be bettf\r to separate the three first reso- the money would be well invested for the benefit
lutions from the fourth, at! they were not of the country. The difference between the two
connected clo~ely.
Be had endeavoured, on propl)sitions was thus very great. Then, again,
a former occasion, to explain to the House as regardf'd municipal bodtes and the gold-fields,
that he had in t.he first instance proposed all he could say wa~ that, as far as Geelong and
to di~pose of the Yan Y@an, and rai"e money Ballarat and other large towns were conupon Exchequer-bills, and tha.t formed the basis cerned, the speCUlation would, perhaps, answer.
of three of the resolutions. I n the event of But. as far as the scheme pretended to meet the
the first resolution passing without connexion wantR of the gold fields, he beheved it would be
With the fourth, it would simply be nect's- t')tally inoperative. And if the resolutions were
sary that provision should be made for the carried, he bf'lieved the result would be that,
payment of the Exchequer-bins.
lIe would instead of £250,000 being lp-gitimately spent
now move the first three resolutions, but as he under their sanction, they would not spend £2fJO
had withdrawn the first resolution, it would bp in the course of a year. (A voice- H Ob.") He
necessary to slightly aher the second. They dared say that in such a town as Ballarat a
were as follow : __ H That works for the purpose speculation of the kind might answer, because it
of supplying water, when undertaken, !lhould be was purely of a commercial character; but in his
reproductive. That sum!! required for water argumet..t he specially excluded all towns, whether
supply should be raised by Exchequer· hills, having situate on the gold-fields or not. The £75,000 which
twelve months' currency, bearing 6 per cent. in- the Government proposed to devote to water supply
teres t , and for amount>1 ranging from £5 to £100, would be "pent, not in towns on the gold-fieldR,
all being payable in the colony. That a bIll bA but on those portions of the gold-fields where It
would, in all likelihood, be reproductive. He apbrought in, a.uthorising the Government to rais
any required !mm, not exceeding £250,000 I! prehended,f'o far as this scheme concerned the
year, from and Including the present year, fa. gold-field", that it would not work satisfactorily.
water supply, by Exchequer-bills, providin~ that He was glad to hear the member for Richmond
the gross sum to be so raised shall not exceed say the other evening, that he did not bril.lg the
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resolutions forward in a.n antagonistic spirit to
the Government £75,000 proposi, ion. but he (.vtr.
Grant) fancied that to some extent the two principles were incompatible. He considered that
they must vote £75,000. irrespective of getting
any return in the shape of water-rates. and as a
small instalment of what was received from the
Jrold export duty. As far as the financial part of
the scheme was concerned, he apprehended
that there would be no difficulty in raising
thiS sum of £1,000,000 in the way proposed,
Dy spreading the repayment over four years; but
he was not sufficient of a financier to pronounce
an opinion on that 8.ubject. He would. however.
remind the member for Richmond that, under
the Railwav Loan Act, the Government had to
place £1,000,000 worth of debentures on this
market. Thus there would be debentures to the
amount of £2,000,000, and he would put it to
the member for Richmond whether this might
not very materially cramp mercantIle operations?
But in any case he apprehe!lded that there was
no necessity to make the sale of the Yan Yean
werks a condition precedent to an operation of
this kind, because the scheme of the member for Richmond. If resolved to its practical resuIes, simply amounted to a transference
of the management of the Yan Yean from the
ha.nds of the Government to the hands of a
local corporate body, a proceeding which wuuld
entail a larger expenditure in the way of management than was incurred now. (H No," from j\fr.
Francis.) Why, lallt year the expense of the
mamtenance, repairs, and management of the
Yan Yean amounted to £11,215 58. 7d. This
year the expense would not amount to over
~6,800, and it was extremely likely that a reductIOn even on that sum would be eff~cted. (Hear,
hear.) And he might stare, from Ihe little he
had seen of it. that the Government were
likely to ma.nage the matter more economically tha.n any corporatIOn or a~sociation of
small corporations could do. He wa8, however, anticipating the discwlsion on the
fourch resolution. He would observe, in conclusion, that the principle involved in the resolutions
was diametrically oppO!~ed to that of the Government vote of £75,000 ~ and that it was not
advisable to borrow so large a sum when they
were borrowers to a great extent already.
Mr. CA.RPENl'ER inquired whether the Government intended to colleCt any ra.es to meet
the outlay of £75,000.
Mr. GRA.NT lIaid there would be a very small
rate. (Hea.r, hear.)
Mr. CARPENTER said that this did away
wlth the ars.tument that the £75,000 might be
looked upon as bem~ taken from the gold export
duty. He supported the resolutions. believing
that if the money was judiciously expended, it
would be the means of adding conlliderably to the
yield of gold. The yield from the large tral,ts of
alluvial soil on Bendigo would be doubled were
there plenty of water.
Mr. GILLIES supported the resolutions. lIe
objected to the gold-fields members having to
<,ome down yearly to the House and ask for a 8mall
pittance for water supply. He was for the
making of proper surveys. with a view to the
erection in large districts of large reservoirs, for
the purp(,se of commanding extensive portions of
those dlSU"ict.s. Aud w.:re Ijucll a sehumt: carried

out, it would be fonnd that many of the
reservoirs already constructed, from not being
situa.te a.t a sufficiently righ level, .woula
be rendered comparatively useless. ( Hear, hear.)
To show that the Government were deriving
interest from the water sup pi} they were affJrding to the gold· fields, he would mention the case
of Kirk's dam at Ballarat, which had been purchased by the Government. by whom a commission had been appointed to make regulatious for
the distribution of the water, a.nd for the collection of the rates. The miners did not object to
this. They were prepared to pay for what they
received, and no more. (Hear. hear.) For his
part he, was quite satisfied that a large reservoir
would be of very great value to his Qwn district,
not only to the miners, but to the muuicipalitJ'. if
not the agriculturisi.s. Every objection against
the scheme of the hon. member for Richmond
had fa.iled ; and, with the exception of the 4th
clause, he intended to support the resolutions as
far as he could. With reference to the small sum
proposed by the GovE'rnment, he could not forget
that the first sum proposed had been £150,000.
Had the Government then expected to be able to
spend that sum profitably? If they had, surt'ly
they had some scheme in their minds (" No. no") ;
and if they had no scheme, they were misleadir.g
the lIou/,je, and he opposed that lIort of thing.
They had gone back gr~ady from the principle on
which they started, viz .• that which was stated
by the Hon. Commissioner of Mines on his last
election, and wl1i.ch W!\8, that all the revenue derived from the gold-fields would be spent on them.
Perhaps that hon. member would say now that
he was misreported?
Mr. HUMI!'~'RAY objected to the supposition
thll.t he was aoout to deny auy statemeut of the
kmd.
Mr. GILLIES would understand that the hon.
member acknowledged having said as lnuch.
How, then, could the Government come down
with a scheme for £75,000, when the amount
ought to give £300,000?
Mr. HUMFl!'RA.Y.-The Government does
give as much as that to the gold· fields. Let the
hon. member look at the Estimates for him!lelf.
Mr. ulLLIES could not see as much money 011
the gold-fieldd Eiltimates for the present year,
and it was, of course, imposblble for him to
look into the future. The House had to consider
the best means for getting the largoe rellervoirs
which had been shown to be absolutely necessarv; and for these a mere £75,000 was nothilJg,
and this fact was one of the s.rongest arguments
for the present scheme.
Mr. i\l'LELLAN thought the proposed scheme
not sufficiently elabora.ted to warrant the committee lD adopting it, ani hoped before the
resolutions passed a stage some hon. member
would show how these reservoirs were to be made
reproductive. Was an increase lD the yield of
gold to be ca.lled reproductiveuess? beca.u8e, if
that was the case, G'Jvernment ought to be ready
to spend almost any amount of money, as they
were sure to be compensated by an increased
revenue. For himself, he was c[I,ndid enough to
admit that, with the exceptIOn of Ararat, be did
not know how far reservoirs in other dilltricts
were likely to be rp-productive worl, s, and it
was this kind of il.i,)rmation which was most
wanted, and at the saUlC time that whidl hon.
'\
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members had fa.i1ed to give. The hon. member
for West Geelong had ad vacated the scheme
because he took it for granted it would include a
supply of wa'er to Geelong; but why should that
town be supplied under pretence of supplying the
gold-fields? Surely there was enough assessable
property in that district to pay of itself for a water
supply, and why should not every municipality
supply itself? Those districts where there was
not sufficient accessable property to do this were
not, in his opinion, entitled to an extra water
supply at all. The hon. member for Richmond had
proposed a scheme which would involve the colony
in £1,000,000 of deht, but had not brought forward
a. single argument to prove that there would be any
return. The Government scheme had been looked
upon as paltry, and no doubt was so, but it was
iletter to spend alaltry sum in a district where
a.n increased yiel of gold was assured than to
expend a large sum in places of which nothing
at all was known. He hoped the Bouse would
be put in possession of far more information on
the subj('ct before the resolutions were passed.
Mr. DONALD, though unable to "upply elaborate statistics in their behalf, intended to vote
for the resolutions, unless a better scheme could
be brought forward. His knowledge of the
Ovens district helped him to come to this conclusion, for there over £200,000 of private capital
was invested in waterworks, and he believed
everyone of them was remunerative.
So
large was the area of auriferous ground
in the colony which "ould be payable
were a good supply of water at hand that no
bounds could be set to it, and it was enough to
prove this fact to look at the enormous sums
already expended by private enterprise in this
way, in spite of the total want of any kind of
security which existed. Were ~he Government
only to give security of tenure, he was satisfied
that in a very short time a large amount of
money would be forthcoming, and he was quite sure
the speculation would pay well. The Hon. CommIssioner of Mines had spoken of the £75,000 as
being, 10 effect, a repayment by the Government
of the money paid by the miners, and the hon.
member also said that it was arranged that all
that money was to be repaid. How was that to
be done, he would ask? The hon. the Commissioner must be including items for police, and
others of the same kind; but it was doubtful if
even all these would make up the £300,000 paid
for gold duty. The miners expected something
else than this when they were told that all the
money they paid into the Treasury would be expended on extraordinary works on the goldfields.
Mr. HUMFFRAY explained t.hat the word
.. extraordinary" in reference to works on the
gold-field!! had never been used hy him.
Mr. DONALD believed the words used were
somewhat to that effect, for the distinct impression left on his mind was, that some such words
had been used. However, while voting for the
resolutions, he did not relinquish the hope of
seeing all the money raised by the miners exppndt:d upon the gold-fields, so that the Government lIeed be in no fear of heing prevented from
appropriat.in/l the money in -the way they had
promi~ed in The first ins ance.
Mr. HUVlFFRAY was aware that there was
but one opinion as to the desirability of some
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wa.terworks beinl! e!<tablisbed, tbe only diff,'rence being as to whether the scheme of the
hon. member for Richmond was or was not better
than that of the Government. One objection to
the scheme now proposed, and which had never
yet been answered, was that caused by the condition contain~d in the first resolution, which
required evidence that the works would be reproductive before they could be undertaken. (Hear,
hear.) Now, he for one protested against this
prinCiple being insisted upon (Mr. Howard" Hear, hear"), for it was perfectly well known
that it was frequently very desirable that wat.erworks should be erected in districts where there
was no municipality or established trust of the
kind; and why should the interference of municipal oodies in a. matter outside the proper bounds
of their influence be made a stringent condition?
The Government had been taullted with inconsistency; but if he recollected rightly, the hon.
member (Mr. Donald) had been in favour of the
expenditure being reduced, so that any taunt
came with bad taste from him; and he trusted
it would be the last time he would hear this
taunt.
Mr. DONALD said, when he voted for a reduction it was for one-seventh, and not for onehalf.
Mr. HU \1 FFRA Y said, the hon. member for
Ballarat had assumed that the Government had
not selected good !lites for the reservoir!l; but it
oould be shown that the cent.res of population
had been selected from the commencement, and
that, instead of money being fTittered away, as
Stated by the hon. member, it would be found,
by a return laid on the table, that 29 reservoirs
had been, or would shortly be, constructed. At
Ararat there were five constructed, at a cost of
£7,008 58. 10d. ; at Sandhurst two, at a cost of
£5,757 13R. 8d. ; at Maryborough, five, at a cost
of £7,05914'1. 7d. ; at Castlemaine, six, at a cost
of £7,472 6~. 7d.; at Beechworth, five, at
a. cost of £5,815 Os. 5d.; at Ballara.t, six,
at a cost of .1::8,156 3s. lld.; thus making
a total of 29 reservoirs, constructed at
a cost of £41,2G9 5s. The total quantity
of water stored would be 597.021583 !!l1llons, the
water-shed being equal to 103 sqllare miles.. ~he
average cost in England was £()!:) 8s. per millIon
gallons, and here it would be £6\:1 28. ; so that he
had a right to say that a most profitable expenditure had been made of the £50,000 ; and he anticipated that, although at a minimum cbltrge, ~t
large revenue would he obtained. It was never
the intention of the Government that no charge
should be ma.de, but that it should be less than
was made by companies, a!ld that 10 per cent •
would be enough, over and above the expenses.
It had been stated that a number of the
reservoirs had been constructed on such levels
that they would be useless in a few years;
but he believed the best sites had been
selected by the Government, and would be
found most useful. From returns in his office,
he found that in the neighbourhood of the reservoirs claims had already been marked out, which
proved that the money had not been frittered
away. He wi~hed it to be known that he did
Dot rise to discuRs the present que~tion from any
antagonistic feelin!!s, as he thought the bono
member for Richmond was entitled to the thanks
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of the Clountry for bringing forward his proposition.
Mr. PYKE said he was not prepared to meet
with any opposition from the Government, as
he thoug;ht that they would have at once seized
the opportuniLY of having a question at once
settled which might otherwise be an annual
nuisance. The Commissioner of Public Works
had given a tone to the debate which was not
anti:Jipated, by stating that the proposition was
looked upon merely as a commercial speculation, because it was to be made to pay;
but wha.t difference was there between the
two schemes in that respect? The hon. member said the scheme of the member for
Richmond would not pay, and that it was not
intended that the Government scheme should.
As yet no member kntlw what the Government
scheme was. He had not forgotten the unpleasant position of the late Government when the
House voted £50,000, and at the same time
would not say how the money was to be spent,
and he would say that that money had been well
spent. (Hear, hear.) He believed that by some
comprehensive scheme it would be possible to
supply all the gold-fields and the wants of the
agriculturisto as to irrigation. but that would
never be done by annual grants. It was merely
throwing dust in the eyes of hon. members to say
that the outlay would be repaid by the export
duty on gold, as that duty was doomed. (Hear,
hear.)
Mr. G RA~T said, there was no prospect of the
duty being abolished for the next six years, so
the hOIL member was throwing dust in the eyes
of his constituents.
Mr. PYKE would not say that it was advisable
to charge the general revenue with a second Yan
Yean, and therefore the works should be reproductive. In fact, the miners had no right to expect to have such works without paying for them.
(Hear, hear.) The Bendigo waterworks were no
criterion at all, as the company wasted all their
time in washing what proved to be very poor
ground, instead of proceeding with their legitimate works; but he believed that undertaking would yet prove remunerative. With
reference to the present reservoirs, he would
say that there were no works which could
compare with them in cheapness of construction,
or in their probable utility. He should support
the reso!utions.
Mr. SERJEANT would support both propositions. In spite of what the Commissioner of
Public Works had stated, he believed that the
export duty would be abolished.
Mr. GRANT would repeat that he did not
think it would be abolished for the next six
years.
Mr. SERJEANT would leave that subject.
The hone the Commissioner of Mines when at
Ballarat had said that the duty would be expended for the benefit of the miners alone.
Mr. HUMFFRAY said, his remarks had been
supplemented in order to make a charge against
him.
Mr. SERJEANT said he was present when the
hone member addressed his constituents. and he
had paid special attention to what had fallen
from the hone member. ~o much was he impressed with the fact that he had made an estinate of what had been put on the Estimates for
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the last year for the gold-fields. All the sums
amounted to £2~3,105. independent of £50,000
for water supply. He referred to that to show·
that he was clear on the point. Even supposing
the duty were not to be abolished, he should support any scheme independent of annual votes, and
independent of any Ministry of the day. He
thought that the item proposed by the Government should be passed for present expenses,
as, if the resolutions were earned, not much
could be accomplished during the present year.
He believed t hat if some extensive system of
water supply were not ad0fted, and that speedily,
the yield of gold would fal off to the extent of 25
per cent. He should propose, as an amendment,
the striking- out of the first resolution; and, in
the event of this being carried, he should move
the substitution of the following for the third
resolution :-" That no portion of the moneys to
be raised. as provided in the foregoing resolution,
shall be expended in the construction of works
for the supply of water without the approval of
the Government being first obtained in each
ca~e." (Laughter.)
Mr. HOOD was considerably at a loss to know
how to vote, particularly after the speeches of
the gold-fields members, the burden of which
appeared to be the means by which they could
obtain the most money. (Laughter.) He complained that the member for Richmond had failed
to give a full and explicit explanation of his
scheme to the House. Already the country had
borrowed something like £10,000,000, and did
their experience of the Gabrielli loan warrant
them in borrowing another £1,000,000? He admitted that the object of the resolutions was an
excellent one; but was the member for Richmend prepared to point out how this £1,000,000
could be expended without the financial difficulty
and jobbery which had marked the railway works,
the Sewage and Water Commission, and the Ga.brielli loan? Could this be satisfactorily explained,
he might be prepared to vote for the resolutions.
The Government had boasted of their judicious
expenditure of the £50,000 voted last session;
but he questioned whether the expenditure had
been judicious. (A laugh.) In all probability he
should vote both against the resolutions and the
Government £75,000 proposition.
Mr. AMSINCK considered that if the member
for Richmond had confined himself to stating, as
a principle, that no water should be /;liven, but
that all water should be cbarged for, there
would have been no difficulty in voting for
his motion. But if the resolutions would
exclude all portions of the colony where
it was considered waterworks would not
be remunerative, he could not vote for them.
There were vast portions of country--such, for
instance, as Rushworth-where the ground was
to a considerable exteut auriferous, and where
only water was required to secure the permanent
settlement of a large number of persons. And
were such places to be excluded, simply Lecause
the supply of water to them would not be remunerative? Such a resolution would be very
detrimental to the interests of the country.
(Hear, hear.) If they determined upon spending
£1,000,000, every portion of the colony should
derive some an.vantage from the expenditure.
(Hear, hear.) With regard to the money voted
last year, he was pleased to find that 80 large an
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area of the colony had be£'n ~upplipd with water
at ~o small an expense-a. fact whit'h was creditahle both to the late and the present Governmp-nts; and which made him doul.t whether
~75,000 would be expen,ied properly and judiciou~ly in the same directi, n, in the conrse of the
present year. (Hear, bear.) lIe regretted that the
m ember for Richmond, in laying t,is reRolutions before the House, did not go more into detail. (Hear.)
11<:1 did not quite understand how the Exchequerbills proposed by the hon. member for Richmond
would be redeemed, but he reminded the House
tbat every year a certain sum must be left in the
Treasury on their account. It woulrl, in his
opinion, be far better if the bills were allowed to
spread over five or six years, and become debentures. (Hear, hear.) After all, he did not think
the scheme quite ripe enough for such a young
colony as thIS, especially as hon. members knew
that another million had to he raised on the railway account. It was not his intention to vote
against the resolution!':, but he thought more
lletails shouid have been brought forward in
support of them; and, on the other hand, 1hat
the Government, in opposing them, should have
shown what t hey intended to do with the £75,000
they profos<ld t.o spE'nrl on a water supply.
Mr. I ENDERSON did not think any more
than a prospective effect should be given to the
resolutions. With regard to the reproductive
nature of the propol'ed reservoirs, he did not
understand that a mere colonial percentao-e was
to bp. the test of reproductiveness, but no" doubt
the bono mover would be ready to adopt that construction. He should vote for the resolutions
prospectively, and also for the £75,000, as a supply
for the present rime.
Mr. LOADER asked the hon. member for
Richmond, tbe present pO!;ition of the question?
He (Mr. Loader) had understood that the proposition was, to relieve the Government from
provirling for a water supply, but that had been
receded from. He had next understood that
the £75,000 was to be repaid out of the fi1'8t of
the debentures. Was he to understand now, that
that had been receded from too? If that was the
state of the case, it had evidel:tly been forced upon
the hon. mover by the vA.rious ohjecilons taken
by the Government. (It No.") Then be under~tood the resolutions to be, at larn, the propositioTls of an independent member, having no reference to any action of the Government; and if so,
the Government had been betrayf'<\ into giving
one of its nights for the consideration of a private rellolution. This bE'in!!; the case he would
prOf'eed to address hirr.Relf to the 8ubj:~ct on the
understanding that it wa.s one on which the
Government could not take act.ion. For himself
he douhted ifthe resolutions wouid pass, when s~
little information on the Imhject had been given.
It would be quite absurd for the HOll~C, bt:cause
of thl'se r{;I'olu'iollS, to interfere with the granting of the sum of money pot on the EstImates
for water supply, and he trusted hon. memhers
would look a r tte matter in that light.
Referring to the action he hlld takl'n on
this question before joinin~ the Govern.
ment, he said that the hon. membt:rs who
8$ked for some compn·heDfOive schE'me were
"imply ignorant of the phy~ical fE'aturcs of the
eOllnt.ry. What the country wanted was immedmtll relief, and ID tht\t telicf he and thobt; who
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had voted with him had forc(>Il the la~e Governrnem to ad0pt a gimple and intelligent scheme,
i>y means of which !lome 22 reservoirs had been
erected and 92,000,000 gallons of water !lupplied,
at a cost of only £42,000. If the House permitted itself to he led away now by the propositions
of thehon. member for Richmond, to do hereafter
what should be done at once, the result would
simply be that t he miners would be left without
any water at all. (Hear, hear.) He should like
to know t.he exact position of the question?
Mr. FI~ANCIS proposed to take merely the
three first resolutions now, and then he should
be prepared to state when the fourth resolution
should come on. Hon. members knew that the
scheme had been no new irlea with him, but that
he had had it in his head 15 months ago, althollgh
he did not put his resolutions on the paper till November last. The Estimates had not been prepared then, but the time for acting on these resolutions had, owing to the advanced state of the
season, already passed. Be could not, therefore,
see how it could be made an argument aga.inst
him or his reoolutions that they did not give the
immediate relief that was required, because the
change of Government prevented their consideration at the ri(!tJt time.
Mr. GREEVES thought it was unnecessary for
the committee to consider whether the resolutions were or were not intended to supplement the Government proposition; and the
question was of too much importance to
be embarrassed by any such distinction. He
thought t he country g£'nerally was of opinion
th!l.t works of the kind proposed should be reproductive, as, without that, it would be impossible
to ha.ve any general 'icheme of water supply. He
thought that the diRcuflsion had taken too much
of a gold-fields turn; for there were other interests
which had equal claims upon the Governmentthe agricultural, for instance. In all calles where
irrigation had been tried, the results had been most
satisfactory, and works of irrigation, altho?gh
very expensive, were found to be reproductive.
As regarded the Yan Yean, also, there was no
doubt that eventually those works would be most
reproductive. He bad been a little amused at
hon. members referring to the small cost of constructing the gold· fields reservoiT!l, as. compared with the Yan Yean; but they dId .not
take into consideration that it was a dIfferent matter when pipes were reticulated
throughout a city. The hon. IO£'mber th~J1
went on to compare the cost of the reservOIrs
with the Yan Yean, and stated that the cost
of construction of the latter was not proportionally so large as was generally supposed.
He should support the resolutioDR, because
he thought some general Ilystem shoul~ be
initial£'d. He could understand that ID a
number of localities sites for reservoirs could
be found that would not only be useful to
the gold-fields, but when they were worked
out useful for other purposes. He thought. it
was judicious to separate the last resolutIOn
from the otherll, as there were many . facts
connected with that not nf'oossary to mIx up
with the gl'nual question of water supply. A.
regarded the issue of Exchequer-bil\l!, he thoucht
they would tie a rE'spomibility upon the Trf'a~ury.
and that it would be better to rai~e money upon
the rcst;rvoirs in the l'arious districts,
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Mr. O'HEA said the only objection he had to
the scheme was connecting the Yan Yean with
it, but that objection being now removed, he
f'hould support the resolutions. They had had
the example of California before them, which
proved that large fortunes were derived from
works of the nature of those propose1, and he
could not understand how it could be argued that
the country should pay for such works. Indeed,
if anything effectual was to be done, it must be
in the manner proposed by the hon. member for
Richmond, and not by annual grants. Whilt.t
he was struck with the financial ability of the
hon. member, he thought it was partly thrown
away, as £15,000 a year would be oharged in some
.form or other.
Mr. HUMFFRAY, in reply to the observations
made by hon. members ai to the inappropriateness of the sites selected by the Government for
the reservoirs, read an extract from a. Ma.ldon
newspaper, in which the reservoir there was
lipoken of very highly at the last annual meeting
()f the Municipal Council. The Government, he
thought, were no worse than the hon. member
for Richmond, as he had not given any estimate
or scheme. lIe (Mr. Humffray) might state thatl
in the event of the sum of £75,000 being voted
by the House, £5,000 of that amount would be
applied by the Government to making a survey
for the bpst siteR for reservoirs.
Mr. GILLESPIE inquired whether, if the
resolutions were carried, they would interfere
with the expp,nditure of £75,000?
Mr. HUMFFRAY said it was not intended to
allow It to interfere; but it had been stated that,
should the scheme be carried out, the sum of
£75,000 would be repaid to the revenue.
Mr. G1LLESPIE moved, as an a.mendment,
that the words "as nearly as practicable" should
be inserted after the word rr reproductive," as in
many parts of the country it mill ht not be found
posRible to make the works reproductive.
Mr. PRENDERGAST, con~idering the bigh
importance of the discussion, and the absence of
many hon. members who would no doubt like to
speak on the question, moved that the Chairman
report progress.
After some observations from Mr. MYLES and
Mr. M'LELLAN, both of whom supported this
proposition,
Mr. GILLIES objected, on the j!round that
the Government proposition of £75,000 for
water /Supply would come forward in Committee
of Supply the following evening, and, in consequence, the previous understanding of precedency
being- allowed to the resolutions of the member
for Richmond would not be carried out.
Mr. BROOKE thoug-ht those hon. ~entlemen
representing the gold-fields who had not yt:t
declared their sentiments on the question before
the commi; tee should have an opportunity of
doing so, but it would be impossible for all of
them to address the committee that night. 'I.'he

Government were quite willing to give this question precedence the following evening.
Mr. DONALD thought the Government were
very generous in their promises (la.ughter); but
would call attention to the fact that the Gold
Export Duty Bill was to have precedence on the
following evening-.
Mr. LOCK considered there were sufficient data
before the committee to warraat them in proceeding to a division forthwith.
Mr. BENNETT thought the agricultural
members shQuld have &.n opportunity of speaking
on the question. (Hear, hear.)
Afttr observations from Mr. HADLEY and Mr.
J. T. SMITH in support of the adjournment,
Mr. PYKE objected to such a proceeding, on
the g-round that the adjournment would be only a.
shelving of the question.
After observations from Mr. SERJEANT and
Mr. FRAZER, the commitr.ee divided on the
motion that the Chairman report progress, when
there appearedAyes
22
Noes
19
Majority...
...
. ..
The following is the division-list :AYES.

Mr.
-

Amsinck
Bennett
Bmoke
Chapman
Dunad
Foott

-

Fraz-r

-

Grant

Mr. Carpenter
-

Frallcis
Gille~pie

Mr. Gray
-

Had/ey
Heales
Henderson
Humffray

- Johnston
- Loader

NOES.
Mr. King

- Levi

- Oreeves

GiIlies

-

Lock
Lyall
l..Iartley

-

Howard

-

MolliMon

3

Dr. Macadam
Mr. M'Lellan
-

Jrlyles

-

Verdon.

- Prendergast
- Sinclair
- Smith, J. T.
Mr.O'Hea
- Pyke
- Ridrlell
- Serjeant
- Wilkie
- Wood.

- Jones
The CHAIRMAN then reported progress, and
obtained leave to sit again on the following day.
POUNDKEEPERS' SALARIES RESOLUTIONS.
Mr. WILKIE asked if the Government would
allow the resolutions he had already proposed OD
the subject to be carried p'l'O jormo. ?
Mr. BROOKE replied that the Government
could not consent to resolutions on which would
be based a bill which did not agree with their
views.
Mr. WILKIE then mm'ed, that the furthe
consideration of the resolutions be postponed til
the following da'.
The motion was agreed.
SCAB ACT AMENDMENT BILL.
The second reading of this bill was postponed
till the following day.
The House adjourned at 20 minutes to 1
o'clock, till 4 o'clock on following day.
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FIFTY-THIRD DAY-WEDNESDAY, APR1L 17, lR61.
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.
House yesterda.y, he had Been the Chief SecreThe ACTING- PRERIDENT took the chair at 14 tary in reference to the absence of Mr. A'Beckett.
mi.nutes past 4 o' clock, and read the usual form of The Chief Secretary had promised to bring the
subject before a meeting of the Cabinet that
prayer.
afternoon; but from the lateness of the hour
THE PRESIDENT'S SALARY.
which the meeting was to be held, it had not
Mr. COPPIN, pursuant to notice, asked the at
been possible to get the decision of the meeting in
Acting·President if any understanding existed for time
to be laid before the Council.
the division of t he salary attached to the office of
RETURNS,
President of the Legislative Council? He did
so chiefly in justice 10 the Acting-President himMr. ROLFIll moved as follows :-For returns of
self, who had given a sati,factory answer to a all moneys paid to the severa.l religious denomisimilar question on a former occasion. But hEl nations for religious worship from the commencehad since heard it stated that an understanding ment of state aid to religion,-that is to saydid exist between Sir J ames Palmer and the the amount appropriated annually for church
Acting- President, and therefore he had been in- building in Melbourne and suburbs, for each
duced to bring forward the matter again, in de~omination; the amount appropriated for
order that the latter might have an opportunity church building in the country districts, for each
of explaining the true state of the case to the denomination; the amount appropriated for
House.
building parsonages in Melbourne and subMr. BERVEY, in answer, said that Sir James urbs, for each denomination; the amount apPalmer had never spoken on the subject, or propriated for stipends for )lelbourne and its
written a single hne in reference to it, to him ; suburbs, to each denomination; tbe amount
nor had he spoken 01' written to Sir J ames for stipends for the country districts, for
Palmer. Shortly before leaving, however, the each denomination j the amount appropriated
President asked him to meet him in the com- to the building the Episcopal church at Toorak ;
mittee-room of the House. At tha.t interview the amount appropriated for the Episcopal church
Sir James said he unde1'8tood that he (Mr. a.t the corner of the reserv" in th.e DandenongHervey) and Mr. Mitchell were the onll two roa.d, Prahran ; the amount paid for building the
candidates for the chair, and asked his opiDlon as Church of England denominational school,
to how the £5,OOO-the sum scheduled for Prahran; the amount appropriated to the
the pa.yment of salaries-should be expended. Roma.n Catholic church on the reserve in the
He (Mr. Hervey) considered that that was a Dandenong-road; also the amount paid for
subject with which it was not for him to deal, and erecting a denominational schoolroom on the
therefore he declined to express any opinion on same ground; the amount appropriated to
the point. That was all that had passed between the Roman Catholic church at Eastern hill ; the
Sir J ames Palmer and himself on the subject.
amount appropriated for building the episcopal
THE DEFENCES.
church at Castlemaine; also the amount for
building
denominational schoolroom.
Mr. HULL, pursliant to notice, asked the
Mr. STRA.C HAN was of opinion that before
rea.son why, a.lthough the Royal Engineers had
been in the colony since the 14th June, 1860, so acceding to the motion, it would be necessary to
little had been done in compliance with the have some explanation from the hon. member
several reports and recommendations of the Royal as to what purpose was to be served by the proDefence Commissioners, of Commodore 8eymour, duction of these returns, and what course he inof the harbour-master, the speCIal report of Cap- tended to follow on getting them. Be was at a
tain Scratchley, and of the admonitory memo- loss to understand why the hon. member should
randum (November 8, 1861) of the head of ask for particular returns in this way, and not for
the Government of thIS colony? He would the returns as a whole, which it seemed to him
simply remark that there appeared to him would have been the belter course. He certo be too much indifference displayed with tainly did think that the bono member should
regard to this subject, both ~n the part of give some reason for the nature of his motion,
the Government and of members, and he and, in the absence of any explanation, he (Mr.
thought it would be well if members were to Strachan) would vote aga.inst the grantin~ of these
returns.
show somewhat stronger interest in the matter.
Mr. ROLFE, in answer, said that on a former
Mr. FRASER, in reply, said that all the
answer he could give to the question was, that occasion he had asked generally for returns, but
had
not obtained them. He put his question in
he had not been furnished by Government with
its present shape for several reasons. For exthe necessary informa.tion.
Mr. HULL said that such bein!! the case, he ample, one of his reasOns had reference to the
would take other steps to procure the explanation state of the Episcopal church at the corner of
he desired. Be did not think that'in this tke reserve in the Dandenong-road. He found
matter the dignity of the House was con- that that church had remained unroofed for
several years, and he desired to understand how
sulted as it ought to have been.
that should be the case, when they rpmembered
THE ABSENCE OF MR. A'BECKETT.
how large a sum was voted by the Government
The AC1'ING-PRESIDENT sta.ted that, in annually for church building purposes. He also
COlllleXlOn with what had taken place in the found that the Roman Catholic church at Eastern-
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hill was roolless, and had been so for some time;
and tha.t was another reason why he asked for
these returns. But, in addi, ion to these two,
there was a third reason which he should mention.
Near to the church in the Dandenong;-road,
althou.gh the church itself was left rootless,
there was a very handsome parsonage-house,
which was occupied by a minister, and he saw in
that fact some foundation for his desire to know
how the sums granted to the different denominations for church-building purposes were expended.
The motion was put and agreed to.
RIVERS POLLUTION PREVENTION BILL.

Mr. FELLOWS moved for leave to bnng in a
bill to be intituled " An Act to Prevent t he Pollution of Streams and Rivers." It was well known
that the Corporation of Richmond contemplated
erecting slaughterhouses on the bat.ks of the
Yarra and the object of the present bill was to preTent the pollution of the river by the introduction
of injurious and offensive matter, which would
be likely to follow the erection of the~e shambl,e~.
The powers given under the 18th YIC., sec. 3?,
were not sufficient to meet the difficulty, as It
applied to individuals, and not to corporati?ns;
and this new act would do what was reqUIred.
That was one great reason for the intro~uction
of the bill. The measure would affect buslOesses
already established by private persons, if they
occasioned the tlow of pollutinl! matter into
streams. The plea of " vested interests" could
not be raised on behalf of these persons, for in no
instance had such works existed for the number
of yeat'S necessary to ~ive such a claim.
The motion was then put, and agreed to.
Mr. FELLOWS moved that the bill be read a
first time, printed, and the second reading
made an order of the day for next day.
Mr. STRACHAN objected to the second reading of so important a bill being taken so ea.rly.
Mr. FELLOWS replied that he would only take
it pro forma, and would pledge himself not to
go into consideration of the bill.
The motion was then agreed to.
THE VOLUNTEERS.

Mr. HULL, pursuant to notice,?noved"That this honourable House has observed,
with peculiar satisfaction and confidence, the
emulation both of officers and men of the volunteers of all arms, recently encamped on the River
Werribee, thus indicating a just sense of the
loyal objects for which they have enrolled themselves, and their firm determination to defend
their own liberties (and the honour of the Crown)
in this their adopted land, and under Providence
to transmIt them to posterity; and furth6l',
that this expression of feeling be transmitted to
the officer commanding the volunteers, with a
request. that he ~ill communicate the same to the
respectIve corps.
The volunteers} from the spirit displa.yed by
them throughout, highly merited such a compliment ail that he propo!'ed to pay them. If
they looked to the accounts received by the
mail as to the condition of Europe, there was
some posRibility of their being called upon for
active service.
The motion was put and agreed to.

THE DEFENCES.

Mr. HULL, pursuant to notice, moved for a.
return of the delensive works undertaken under
Captain Scratchley's superintendence, distingUIshing those which have b~en comI?leGed, and
showing the sta.te of t,hose whICh are, ID pro,gress
at this moment. As It was not permItted him to
make a speech, he would .. imply remark-The ACTING-PRE9IDENT.-The hon. member can offer any observations he may desire OB.
the question before the House.
.Mr. nULL said, that being the case, he would
make a few observations. He was sorry to
observe that there was great indifference dis·
played on this question on ~he part of ~he
Government. They did not give that attention
to the defensive works of the country which theimportance of the subject demanded. Whilst money
was spent lavishly in other ways and on other objects and with the fact before them tha.t there
was ~lways six or eight milli?ns of unco~ned gold
in or near Melbourne, nothmg was bemg done
to push forward the defenSIve works which
had been resolved upon. At a judicious outlay the harbour of Sydney had been made
impregnable except to a powerful fleet, but
nothing was done for Melbourne.
In fact,
as regarded the defences of Melbourne, they
were as far from safety or protection as
before the works had been decided upon. He
believed the volunteers would be ready at all
times to do any duty which mIght be required of
them, but in his opinion it would be absurd to
talk of the volunteers, valuable as they were,
taking upon themselvf's the. defence of ~he
countty without external defenSIve works. Wlth
respect to the non-arrival of the guns in this
colony, it had been said in t.he House that the
reason was that they could not be procured. To
that statement but little credit could attach,
since he held in his hand the copy of a letter
which had been addre8sed by SIr William Armstrong to The Times, from which it would appear
that no such difficulty existed. A writer in The
Times had stated that the Armstrong !luns could
only be produced at the enorreous cost of '£2,000
each, but Sir William, in his letter, showed that
the writer was misstating the case entirely. In
the letter before him (Mr. Hull),Sir WilliamArmstrong stated that the writer in The Times might
as well have said £10,000 as ~2,OOO, for the fact
was, that he could produce his gUllS at two-thirds
of the cost of the old brass guns of a corresponding size. Mr. Hull then referred to the question
WhiCh he had asked in January last rCtlpecting
the ~uns for the defences, as to why they had
not been procured. To that question he had got
no satisfactory answer; but he had been told by
the gentleman representing the Government that
the matter was being properly attended to. He
found, however, that Captain Clarke had not
done what was expected of him, and that, as he
had expected, Cap: ain Scratchley had not resigned his commission in the Engineers to devote
himself to the defences of the colony.
Mr. COLE seconded the motion, and followed
up the remarks of Mr. Hull on several points,
dwelling chittlyon the delay in procuring the
guns for the defensive works. He also pointed
out the inconsistency of the behaviour of the late
Govel nment, who professed to be anxious to st:e
the works carried through, and yet restricted Lhe
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present Government as to means. He did not
believe that any difficulty need exis~ with reRard to getting the guns from England; but, if
such was really the case, what was to hinder them
from casting their own guns?
The motion was then put and agreed to.
'Mr. F.RA8ER laid on the table a copy of the
correspondence which had taken place between
the engineer officer and the Government on the
subject of the defences, formerly moved for
by Mr. Hull, subsequent to the 22nd of September, 1860. He dt'sired to explain that the
rflturn had only that moment been placed in his
hands.
MEDICAL PRACTITIONERS BILL.
A message was brought up from the Legisla.tive
Assembly with the MedicM Practitioners Bill.
Mr. HOPE moved that the bill be read a first
time and printed, and the second readrng be an
order of the day for Tuesday next.
The motion was agreed to.
CROWN LANDS ACT.
:Mr. FRASER laid on the table a deRpatch from
the Secretary of State, to the effect that the
Crown Lands Act would be left to its operation.
THE DIVORCE BILL.
Mr. FRA9ER laid on the table a despatch,
stating that the Royal assent had been refused to
an amendment of the law relating to divorce in
Victoria.
PLEURO-PNEUMONIA IN CATTLE BILL.
Mr. FELLOWS moved the adoption of the report of the committee on this bill.
The motIOn was put and carried.
Mr. FELLOWS moved the third reading of
the bill.
The motion WBS put and agreed to.
Mr. FELLOWS moved that a message be sent
to the Asst mbly praying their concurrence in the
amendments.
The motion was put and agreed to.
CHILDREN'S CRIME PREVENTION BILL.
The House then went into committee on this
bill, whtm
Mr. FELLOWS moved the following new
clauses, which were agreed to:"The superintendtmt of every reformatory
school, with such COil sent as afvresaid, shall llnd
may demand, 8ue for, collect, and receive all the
rents and profits which shall be due to any inmate of such school, and shall and may give effectual receipts and discharges for such rents and
profits, or so much thereof 1108 shall be rec61ved;
and in case of Don-payment of the said rents and
profi:s, or any of t.hl:m, or allY part thereof, in
the name a.nd on behalf of such inmate, may
enter into and upon all or any of the lands in
respt-ct of which any rents or profits shall be unpaid, and for the same rents and profits, and the
CORtS and expt:nses incurred by or inCidental to
the non-payment thert·of, may distrain, and the
distresses then and there found may dispose of in
due course of law, and may take and use all lawful proceedings and means for recovering and
receiving the said rent>! and profits, and for evietin!! and t-jer-ting defaulting tenantll and occupiers
from all or allY of Lhe said lands, aUlI dctcrruining

[SF.SSION

lI.

the tenancy or occupation thereof, and for obtainmg, recoverinl!, and retainmg possession of all or
any of the lands held or occupied by such defaulters.
.. The superinter.dent of -every reformatory
school, with such consent as aforesaid, shall and
may, in the name and on behalf of any inmate of
such school, commence and prosecute and defend
at law and in equity, all actions, suits, claims,
demands, and proceedings touching any lands,
estate, interest, or righls, of any inmate of such
school, or of his tenants therein, or thereto, or
touching any matter or thing whatsoever in which
any such inmate, or his real or personal estate or
effects may be in any way interested, affected, or
conoerned.
"The supetintendent of every reformatory
school, with such consent as aforesaid, shall and
may appoint and remove at his pleasure any substitute for, or attorney or agent under him, in
respect of all or any of the matters a.foresaid,
upon such terms, and for such remuneration as
the Chief Secretary shall think fit.
It All moneys which, under or by virtue of this
act shall come to the possession or control of the
superintendent of any reformatory school for, or
on account, or for the use or benefit of any inmate thereof, shall, after making the deduction
herein mentioned, be paid into thel'reasury, to
be disposed of according to law.
"All expenses lawfully, and with the consent
in writin~ of the Chief Hecretary, incurred by
the superintendent of any reformatory school. ill
executing the trusts or powers reposed in him by
this act., for, or on behalf, or on account of, any
inmate thereof, a.nd also such weekly sum, not
exceedinl{ twenty shillings, as the Chief Secretary shall direct, for the maintenance of such inmate, shall and may be deducted from the
moneys to be received as aforesaid.
Of All moneys deducted as
aforesaid for the
said eJfpense~ shall be applied to the payment &.Dd
satisfaction thereof, and all moneys deducted as
aforesaid for maintenance shall be carried to, and
form part of. the consolidated revenue."
On clause 25, on the motion of Mr. ROLFE,
the words "once, twice, or thrice," were withdrawn.
The remaining-clauses, scheduleR, and preamble,
were pa!<Red without remark, an1
The CHAIRMAN reported the bill to the House,
with amendments.
Mr. FELLOWS moved that the t-·ill be an
order of the day for the next day of sitting.
Te m0tion waR agreed to.
Mr. FRASER moved that the House, at its
riNing, arljcmrn until Wednesday next.
The motion was put and agreed to, and the
House adjourned at 21 miuutes past 5.

•
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.
The SPEAKER took the chair at half-past 4
o'clock.
PAPERS.
Mr. HEALES presented the copy of a. despatch
from SIr Gore Bro~ne, t10vernor of ~ew Zealand,
conveying the thanks of that Government for the
services of the war steamer Victoria; and a.
copy of Slr Henry Barkly's dt:spatch in reply
thereto.
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Mr. HEALES also laid on the bble copies of
two despatches from the ~ec.retary of State for
the Colonies - the one mtlmatmg that Her
Majesty had been advised to withhold her assent
from the Divorce Bill ; the other stating that the
Crown Lands Sales Act would be left to Its operation.
Mr BROOKE produced copies of the correspondenc~ recently mo\'ed for by Mr. Reid, with
respect to the road between Wahgunyah and
Chiltern.
Mr. VERDON laid on the table a report upon
the Pilot Board defalca.tions.

duty of £4 per ton to be charged on
guano exported from this country.

6Hl

an Victorian

BUSINESS LICENCES AT PLEASANT CREEK.

Mr. M'LELLAN (in the absence of Mr.
Woods) put to the Chief Secretary a series of
qUl'stions, with the view to ascertsUn what was the
nature of the instructions issued to Mr. Wllson,
superintendent of police at Pleasant Creek, in
refllrence to the collection of business licences?
Whether any complai.nts had been made to the
Government by the inhabitants in reference to
the conduct of Mr. Wilson in this particular?
Whether Mr. Wilson was authorized to collect
business licences from all inhabitants in that
THE LAW OF DIVORCE.
district, except clergymen and miners? And what
Mr. GREEVES gave notice that, on the fol- there was for a staff of police and Mr. Wilson to
lowing day, he <;hould move for leave to bring ill do at Stawell ?
a. bill to amend the laws relating to marria.ge
Mr. HEALES said, an a.nswer to these four
a.nd divorce; also for leave to suspend ~he stand- questions would involve the production of a. long
ing orders, so that the measure IDlght pass correspondence, which correRpondence he begged
to lay on the table, for the information of the hon.
without delay.
member.
MINERS'RIGHTS.
TELEGRAPHING OF THE MAIL STEAMER.
Mr. GILLESPIE intimated that, on Thursday,
the 2nd of May, he 8hould move a resolution exMr. JOHNSTON gave notice that, nexi day,
pressive of opinion that the C~8t. of miners' he should ask the Chief Secretary, in the absence
rights should be reduced to one 8hllhn~ from the of the Postmaster-General, whether any instruccommencement of 1862, and that a blll should be tions had been issued to telegraphic stationbrought in for the purpose.
masters throughout the colony that they were
not to afford any information to the public relaA BRIDGE AT THE BLACK LEAD.
tive to the arrival of ihe English mail steamers?
Mr. GILLESPIE gave notice that, on Thurs'fHE VACANT SEATS IN THE CABINET.
day, the 2nd of May, he shonl~ move for the
placing on the SupplemE'ntary Estlmates for 1861
Mr. M'LELJ~AN asked the Chief Secretarya sum not exceedmg £1,000, for the purpose of why the two vacant offices in the Cabinet had not
erecting a bridge across the River Leigh, at the been fiiled ? wlether he and hls colleagues were
Black Lead, on the main Portland-road; such of opinion that there were not two gentlemen
sum to be expended under the 8uperintendllnce amonl! their supporters qualifil'!d to fill them;
of the local road board. (Hear, hear.)
and, jf not, when the Chief Secretary intended to
fill them?
YARRA BEND LUNATIC ASYLUM.
The SPEAKER ohserved that the member for
Mr. JOHNSTO:N intimated that, on Friday, Ararat was not in . order in putting such queshe should move for the appointment of a com- tlOns.
mittee to inquire into the management and conMr. M'LELLAN said, ;with the leave of the
dition of this institution; such committee to Con- House, he would amend the form. He would
f;ist of Mr. O'Shanassy. Mr. Mollison. Mr. Hed- ask, why the two vacant offices in the Cabinet
Iey, Mr. Michie, Mr. Hadley, Mr. Gillespie, Mr. had not been filled? and, in place of the second
Greeves, and the mover.
ques,ion, he would ask wnether there were not
among the supporters of the Ministers two
THE ABORIGINAL POPULATION.
gentlemen
who could be selected to fill the
Mr. GILLESPIE notified that, next day, he
should ask the Chief Secretary, whether the offices? (Laughter.)
The SPEAKER remarked that, notwithstandCentral Board recently appointed to take charge
of the aboriginal population had expressed any ing this amendment, the hon. member was
out
of order.
opinion aa to the inadequacy of the lIum on the
ffIr. M'LELLAN was under the impressio
Estimate8 at the disposal of the board for the
that it was the du~y of the Speaker to reject all
present year?
notices of questions and motions when they were
JOINT LIBRARY COMMITTEE.
not in order; and seeing the questions on the
Mr. LOCK gave notice that, next day, he paper for the day J he took it tha.t they were in
should move the adoption of the progress report ordllr.
The SPEAKER said this could not be so. It
of this committee.
would be an invidious task for him, ",hen notices
ELECTIO~S AND QUALIFICATIONS COMMITTEE.
of question or motion were made, to declare
Mr. Johnston was sworn in as a member of which were not in ord~r; and were he to do so,
the proceeding, he apprehended, would give rise
this committee.
to considerable dissatil'faction. (Hear, hear.)
THE EXPORT OF VICTORIAN GUANO.
Mr. HEALES observed tha r , although the
Mr. MACKINTOSH gave notice that, on questions were irregular, he was ready to give
Thursday. the 25th inst., he should move the them an answer. 'l'he answer was, that the
presentation to His Excellency the Governor of Government Gazette would shortly convey to the
an addrf\Bg, pra.yinl! him to caU!~e a message to be hon. member all the information tha.t he re·
sent down to t.he House, recommending an export quired. (Laughter.)
4 T
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ARRA~GEMENTS.

Mr. BRODIE askerl, without notice, why a
certain telerram from Sandhurst, transmitted on
the 26th ultimo, did not reach its destination for
two days afterwards?
Mr. LOA DER said the telegram in question
was an acknowledgement to one transmitted to
Sandhurst, which station it duly left; but some
irregularity appeared to have occurred,. and this
wa!l traceahle only to the atmosphenc stormR
eXIstine: about that time. (" Hear, hear;" and
a laugh.) He hoped the arrangements of the
department would be sufficient to provide against
such an ilTegularity in future.
THE PILOT BOARD DEFALCATIONS.

Mr. VERDO~ gave notice that, next day, he
should move that the reports of the Audit ComJr.issloners on the Pilot Board defalcationR be
referred to the committee appointed to consider
the state of the pilot service.
A BRIDGE AT KERANG.

Mr. CARPENTER intimated that, on the following day, he should move for the House resolving itself into committee, on the following Thursoay, to consider the propriety of placine: on the
Supplementary Estimates a sum not exceeding
£4,000, for the erectIOn of a bridge over the
Lower Loddon River, at Kerang.
POSTAL ARRANGEMENTS AT CASTLE MAINE.

Dr. MACADAM notified that, next day, he
should ask the Postmaster-General, whether
there was any objection to establishing a receiv
iog letter· box in the northern part of thfl town of
C~tlemaine, and to order that the PORt-office
at Castlemaine be kE'pt open daily for the
receipt of letters until 6.30 p.m., and the district letter·boxes for one hour longer than at present.
BONDED STOREKEEPERS AND THEIR CHARGES.

Mr. FRAZER inquired whether the Government had any control over the charges made by
the bonded storekeeperl!; whether they were
aware that these licencees made a difference of
as much aR 100 per cent. in their charges, accord·
ing as they dealt with different parties; and
whether it 'Vas the intention of the Government,
on t he opening of the railways, to grant licences
for bonded slores in the inland towns?
Mr. LOADER was aware that a difference in
the rate of charges was made hy different bonded
storekeepers under different circumstances, but
the Government had no control over these
charges, and never had any. The matter was
one of priva.te arrangement. (Hear, hear.) With
respect to the extension of bonded store accommodation to the inland towns on the opening of
the railways, that was a question which it was not
necessary for the Government to consider. The
subject had noL been under their consideration.
It. would be time for Government to deal with
the question when the railways were opened.
STATE AID TO RELIGION ABOLITION BILL.

Mr. HEA-LES gave notioe that, on Friday, he
should move that a call of the HOllse to consider
the second reading of this bill (A voice-" No")
be made on Friday, the 26th inst.
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THE ADDRESfl TO MAJOR-GENERAL PRATT.

Mr. MOLLISON, observing tha.t his attention
had been drawn to the fact that the I10ulle had
determined to present an address to His Excelcellency Major-General Pratr, on his return from
New Zealand, begged to a"k whether the gallant
general had bE'en invited to attend the House to
receive the addreRs, or what arrangement had
been made in the matter?
The SPEAKER Raid the general had not been
invited to attend the House to receive the address, and it was for the HOURe to determine in
what manner the address should be presented.
Mr. MOLLISON remarked that as this was
the first occasion of the House presenting an
addre~s of the kind, their procedure in this inRtance would no doubt be taken as a precedent.
Now, it should be remembered that Major-General
Pratt, whilst a distinguished gentl~man, was Rtill
a subject; and he (Mr. Mollison) did not think
it decorous that the Speaker and the House
should travel through the city in search of a
f<ubject. (Hear hear.) It was proper that the
Speaker should leave the House to wait upon the
Governor, who wa'l the Queen's representative.
But he did not think it proper for t he House to
do this to at~end on a subject. (Loud cries of
"Hear.") With reference to the address in
question, it appeared to him that Major-General
Pratt would feel it a compliment to be invited to
attend the House. It was the pra.ctice with the
House of CommonR, when addres"es of thanks
were voted to distingUIshed military officerl", to
invite those officers to the HousE', and there,
within the bar, the addresses were presented to
them. (Hear, hear.) AI'! hon. members were
aware, addrel'Res had been voted bv the HouRe to
only two persons 01 her than rhe Governor. Tho
one Case was that of Lady Hotham, on the
occasion of her bereavement; and Lady Hotharn,
of course, could not he invit.ed to attend. The other
case was that of )1ajor-General M'Arthur, who
was for many months-for nearly a year, indeed
-the representative of the Sovereign in thiR
country, and it was for his St rviCt"s in that
capacity that the address was presented. (Hear,
hear. ) He contended that there was no parallel
between the caRe of Major-Genp-ral M' Arthur
and that of Major General Pratt. (Hear, IH:ar.)
He bev;ged to move"That Mr. Speaker do inform Major-General
Pratt that the Lel!islative Assembly invite him
to attend the douse. in order to recelve the
address of congratulation."
Mr. DUFFY seconded the motion.
Dr. EV ANS did not yield at all to the member for Dundas in the desire to pay every mark
of re8pec~ to the gallant general, but he had
considerable doubts whether the practice of the
House of Commons would bear out what the hon.
member expected. He beheved that addresses
of congra.tulation of this character were presented
only to gentlemen who were themselves members
of the House of Commons-to such men, in fact,
as Sir De Lacy Evans. (Ilear, hear.) He thought
they should be very particular and exact before
committing theIDbelves to what he was afraid
would be a mistake in point of order; and therefore he hoped the motion would not be press€d
until some opportunity had bten afi'orJed for
sear"hing for precedents.
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Mr. DUFFY submitted that it was not necessary for the member for Dundas to show that
military personages who had received addresses
from either or both Houses of the Imperial
Pa.rliament had not been members of those
Houses. In order ~o justify what he now proposed, it was quite enough for the hon. member
to show that the Parliament at home did not
drag itself through the public streets in order to
present an address to a suhject. (Hear, hear.)
The only person whom Parliament approached
in that fashion was the Sovertlign, and upon that
basil! the proposition of t.h.e member for Dundas
needed no further justification. (Hear, hear.)
The gentleman to whom it was proposed to present this address would, no doubt, feel that the
highest compliment which could be paid him in
this country was the one proposed. He (Mr.
Duffy), therefore, trusted that the House would
accept, without any unnecessary delay or debate,
the motion of the member for Dundas. (Hear,
hear.)
Mr. AMSINCK considered the proper course
was for the Speakflr to transmit the address to
the ~eneral, and to communicate his answer to
the House.
lVIr. HENDERSON concurred with the last
st>eaker. He considered that it would be the
most flagrant act of snobbery for hon. members,
with the Speaker at their head, to go through the
streets to present an address to any subject.
Mr. PRENDERGAST was of opinion that
there would be no loss of dignity on the part of
the major-general in coming to the House to
receive 'he addres!'.
Mr. GREEVES said the only question appeared to be, whether the address should be
conveyed by letter, or whether the general
should be invited to attend the House.
Mr. LALOR.-The letter would be preferable.
Mr. GREEVES did not think a mete communication would be so expressive as the public presentation of the thanks of the House to the
gallant general.
Mr. SERVICE should be g-lad if hon. gentlemen acquainted with Imperial precedE'nts would
communicate their knowledge to the House. It
should be remembered that if they stood
on their di~nity, and not wait upon the
general, the general might find precedents to
wan:a?t him in standing on his dignity,,~and
dechumg to attend the House. (Hear, hear.)
He was inclined to think tha.t a letter would be
the better way of communicating with General
Pratt. At the same time, he was of opinion
that the suhject was of sufficient importance to
justify the House in appointing a committee to
search for precedents. He would move, as an
amendment, that a committee be appointed for
that purpose, to report next day.
The SPEAKER observed that the House of
Commons never took an address outside its walls.
Whenever an addreRs of thanks was agreed to,
the personage to be thanked was invited to attend, or the address was conveyed to him by
letter. The hanks of the House of Commons
to Lord Clive, he believed, were conveyed by
letter.
Mr. SERVICE said, after this statement, he
would Withdraw his amendment.
Mr. MOLLISON remarked that the observation oi the member for Sandhurst must recoil

on its own head. It should be remembE'red that
if a thing was worth doing, it was worth doing
well. If a compliment had to be paid, it should
be paid in a proper manner-in the usual and
understood manner. (Hear, hear.) If he desired
to make a man a present, he did not throw it at
his head (laughter), but took pains to convey it
in a proper manner. (Hear, hear.) And he
thought General Pratt would be much more complimented by being invited to the House, to receive the thanks of the House through the
Speaker, than by any other mode of presentation.
(Hear, hear.)
Mr. RIDDELL was strongly in favour of
Major-General Ptatt being inVIted to attend the
House, supposing that no precedent existed to
the contrary. He was sure the compliment would
then be considered 10 times greater.
The SPEAKER then put the question.
Mr. AMSINCK rose to propose an amendment, but was informed that it came too late.
The motion of Mr. Mollison was then agreed
to.
WATER SUPPLY.
Mr. FRANCIS asked if the Government were
ready, after their promise of last night, to I!ive
precedence to the water supply question? He
reminded the Government that he himself had
not asked that the matter might have precedence ; but, as the Government had engaged
to give it, he hoped their promise would be
fulfilled.
Mr. BROOKE replied that the Government
were quite ready to carry out the arrangement;
but it re!lted with other hon. members who had
given notices of motion to agree to make a concession.
Mr. RIDDELL would remind the Government
that they had promised that the agricultural VOLe
should be taken that night.
Mr. BROOKE said,t.he Government were
ready to take that vote 80 soon as the House went
into Committee of Supply.
'THE GOLD-FIELDS BILL.

Mr. HUM~~FRAY postponed his motion for
leave to bring in a bill for the better management
of the gold-fields till after the resolutions respecting wattlr supply had been considered.
SUPPLY.
Mr. VERDOY said it appeared desirable that
the House should go into Committee of Supply
pro form/i, and he would move to that effect,
intending immediately afterwards to move that
the Chairman report progress.
Mr. AMSINCK asked the Government to explain what they were reallv going to do ?
Mr. VERDON said the GoverntLent intenderi to
keep their promise, and to select the agricultural
vote before all others. As, however, an opinion
had been generally expressed that it was undesirable to interrupt the diSCUSSIOn upon water
supply, it was intendbd, in deference thereto, to
allow the debate on the water supply resolu iODs
to go on continuously. If not, the agricultural
vote would be taken.
Mr. PYKE hoped the resolutions of the hon.
member for Richmond would be taken at once,
and that the House would finish something.
Mr. JOHNSTON said, that many hon. members had expected that the municipalities votes
would be taken that evening; but as so Dlany hon.
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members desired to settle the question of water
supply, he thought it would be best to go on and
finish it. He was sure the agricultural vote was
not of more importanCf'. (Hear, hear.)
Mr. MAOKlNTOSlL hoped the Government
would fulfil the promise they had made that day
week.
Mr. WOODS trusted the Government would
not forget its other promise- (Mr. Oarpenter."Oh!") The hon. member for Mandllrang was, he
presumed, Rick (H Order"), at least he was mll,king
nOise enough. (" Order," "Ohair.")
Mr. HOWARD knew many hon. rr.embers had
already spoken to the water supply resollltions,
and could nor, therefore, sprak again. For his
part, he did not intend to speak on the subject,
and, doubless, many others would do the same;
so that the discussion need not last more than
half an hour.
The question was then put and carried, and the
House went into Oommittee of Supply.
Mr. VERDON would make a formal motion, to
the effect that the Government be authorised to
pay the salaries and wages due to the Government
servants during the current month out of the
unexpended portion of ,he £300,000 granted for
the payment of Government servants during the
months of February and March last. After that
was passed, he should move that the Ohairman
report progress. .
Mr. DUFl!'Y and Mr. MACKINTOSH hoped
the Government would redeem their promise
respecting the agricultural vote.
Mr. GH.ANT believed the hon. member for
Richmond was quite willing that the agricultural
vote should be taken first. (I1ear, hear.)
The motion was then agreed to.
Mr. VERDON moved that £3,260 be voted to
the Board of Al!:riculture, including the expense
of managing the Experimental Farm.
AGRICULTURAL VOTE-MODEL FARM.

Mr. MAOIN'lOSH rose to move an amendment, when
Mr. HEALES said he wished to make a certam
explanation, in order to save dif;cllssion as much as
possible, and to show that, if Government had
made some mistake with nJerence to this matter,
they had only committed it with a view to express' heir final determmation as to the vote for
the fut;ure. The mistake into which the Government fell was, that they were under the impression that the annual cost of the ,\1odel ~'arm was
£8,000, and they also beheved-as they believed
still- that that farm was not only useless,
but a. disgrace to the country_ (Oheers.) They
thought, therefore, that iL ought to be abolis~ed
without fur; her consideration (cheers), and at
once reduct:d the vote by the amount he had
named. Finding, however, that the cost of the
Model Farm was only £3,000 per annum, the
Government cODlsidered that if they took uff the
amount reqUired lor that insti' utiun, and effected
a fair reduction on the votes for the grants-in-aid
to agricultural societies, they should best accomplish their onginal int~DI iOIl. A sma!! increase
to the sum now on the Estimates would subRequently be a~ked for, in order that the mistake
of the Government might be COlrec ed. It was
scarcely necessary, he suppospd, to point out the
importance of the question of keeping the Model
~'arm in existence, aud to ask that hon. members
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should expre!1S themselves freely on the present
vote, which would, in fact, decide for or against
the continuance of the IVlodel Farm as an institution. He was quite ~ure that the hon. member who tirli't introduced the bill establishing the
farm, and also thememhers of the Board of Agriculture who look it under their management, had the
hest intentions, really deliiring to show that if
certain experiments were made there, great results would follow, and believed also that those
experiments should be made at the expense of
the Slate. The history of that institution, however, proved beyond all doubt that anything done
on that farm was much more successfully done
by private enterpri8e; the consequence being
that, instead of the institution disseminating information, which in a new country the general
public had a right to expect, no information
whatever was given which could not have been
obtained by applica!.ion to many of the farmers
within 10 miles of Melbourne. What had been
the object sought by the directors in the management of that farm? Let any hon. member read
their reports, and he would see that they had
only endeavoured to teach the colonial farmer that
it was quite possible to grow a certain quantity
of hay to the acre; and there were very
mltny persons able to give far more direct
information on that point than ever could he
gained by the Model Farm. It was only a waste
of time to go over the various items in those
reports. What was found to be the result when
the intent.ion of the Government t~ abolish the
Model Farm was made known? The managers
then took the alarm, and at once promlsed for
the future to do -what? They would ascertain
whether the mulberry tree could be grown in this
colony. Why, was it not very well known that if
one tree flourished more in the colony than
another it was the mulberry tree? (Hear, hear.)
In fact, it was generally understood that the
mulberry tree beeame almost a weed, it grew so
fast. If the House wanted proot that this
tree could be well and properly grown here,
hon. members had only to take a walk
or ride round Melbourne, and Ilee that
even where attempts to grow the tree had been
made under the gri'atest dililadvantag{)S, it had
been most prolific. What more did the managers
propose to do? Why, they proposed to experimeutalizp, and see whether the olive tree would
l!row well here. Let any hon. members goo to
Heidelberg, and there he would see olive trees of
the largest dimensions. Even a glanco nt !'Iome of
the oldes~ gardens round Melbourne would show
that the olive tree would grow most luxuriantly
here. Thus, it would be seen that a hint of the
determination of the Government had sufficed to
make the managers at least alter their coursE'i,
and propose that 20 acres should be devoted to
these new experiments. It was a mistake to
suppose that the Model Farm was of any
advantage whatever to the agriculturist. It
never had been, nor, as far as the project
itself was conct'rned, ever could be, for it
could never accomplish more than was daily
being done by private enterprise. (Hear,
hear) While the Government intended to
abolish altogether the M odel Farm, h was not
their intention that agricultural SOCietIes should
be aboliEhed, and while they would only ask for
the additional l:l1oney to keep the Modt:l Farm in
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ex:stence for six months from the 1st of January
last, they deSIred I,hat the Board of 'Agriculture
should be kept going at least during the current
year. The question then arose, was the amount
of the vote sufficient to subSidize all the agricultural societies? As the Government did not intend to abolish all grants in aid, they had only
thought proper to reduce the vote for agricultural societies at the same rate as other local
bodies, namely, one-third; and they wue
not altogether sure that a further reduction should not be made, for Rerious COUlp~aints had been made to himself respect'ng
the way in which previous grants had been administered. It was beyond the power of agrieultolral societies to show that a proper and ecol1omical use of the money had been made. (" No.")
The hon. member sald "No," but he (Mr.
Heales) would repeat what he had said to a
deputation which had actua.lly waited upon him
upon the subject. The orject for which the
money was voted was that the persons interested
should receive its full value, but that had not
been rec~ived by those who were supposed to be
the recipients. He alluded to a custom which
had prevailed, though he was not sure it prevailed
now, of compelling the wmner8 of prizes to go to
a certain jeweller, from whom they would receive
a piece of plate which was not worth half the value
of the prize. He could mention three or four
cases of this kind. One individual who had won
a prize of £50, was informed that he could go
to a certain jeweller'S, and receIve the amount
in a piece of plate. The individual went and
obtained all he could get, and a friend in the
trade subsequently told him that he should be
v~ry glad indeed to receive orders to supply
articles the exact fac simile of the prize in question for half the amount.
Mr. MAOKINT08H.-He would have made a
better bargain, perhaps.
Mr. HEALES.-That might have been the
case if the difference had been trifling, but
half th€ amount was a more serious matter.
Now, w1erever the other half of the money
went to, the Legislature and the individual
who gabed the prize were defrauded of it.
He had mentioned this to the deputation and
they fastened the statement upon a gendeman
who had been previously a member of that
House, IInd though, dOUbtless, somewhat peculiar, had been known to himself for 16 yearll as
a man whose veracity was not to be doubted. He
would Ba! no more, bnt ask for the vote on the
distinct lDderstanding that the Government intended k aboli~h the Model Farm lD six months
after the 1st of January of this year, and al .. o to
provide fn the !ltaff of the Board of Agriculture,
a.t the SJome time making a reduction of onethird in the grant!l in aid. The additional
alDount vhich would be asked for subsequently
was aboUli £2 400
,.
.
.
Dr. M"\'CA~A~t thought It would save tIme
to move a. dlstlDct amendment. He would, then,
move as follows :H That in the opinion of this committee it is
desirable that this vote should be increased by
the sum d £6,670."
He woulc lay the grounds for the increase before
the Houte. The hon. the Chief Secretary had
been ra.ther seVt;re in his remarks on the ma.nage-
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ment of the Model Fann, but on behalf of the
Board of A!{riculture he would inform the Hou&e
that .hat institution had been originally under the
direct management of the Government, not having been transferred to the control of the Board of
Agriculture longer than about a year. The farm
had not met the anticipation!l of agriculturists, it
was true; but no persons were more convinced of
this than the Board of Agriculture 1tself, and
that body had already concluded to alter the condition of affairs. The hon. the Chief Secretary
had adverted to the planting of mulberry and
olive trees, but he oug~t to have repeated only
the statement made by the deputation who had
waited on him, and which was to the effect that
only half an acre was to be devoted to the purposes named. The object the council of the
Board of Agriculture had had in view in the
appropri1l.tinj{ this amount of land was, in the
case of the mulberry-treeR, to give a fair trial to
I the cultivation of the silkworm; and, in the case
of the olives, to ascertain whether or not olive
oil could be properly produced in this colony.
There were 15 or 20 acres for experiments, whilst
the great bulk of the land, 140 acres, was la.id out
for the cul,ivation of grasses, so that gentlemen
acquainted with grazing would be able to form
an opinion concerning the various varieties of
g-rasses withm 15 months from the present time.
It was useless to expect that the advantages of an
institution like the one in question could be
ascertained within a year or two. At first too
much attention was shown to growing grasses
certainly, but he believed that 10 two or three
years some most useful information mi!(ht
be given to the squatters and graziers with
re8pect to grasses in this colony. As regarded agricultural societies, it was f(\und
that they gave pound for pound with the Government; and the Council of Agriculture very
properly considered that if the grant were reduced
the present encouragement to branch I!o<;ieties
~v_ould ~e .Ies~ened. L~t y~ar there were 30, or
3D,. sO~let1es lD conneXlOn With .the board. T~ose
SOClellt:S annually elec.ted t~elr representat1ves,
who n!et two or three times 10 the c~urse of the
year m . Melbourne, when q~estlOns of the
greatest 1mportance were deClded upon. He
mighttate that each society w~ bOl!nd ,to furnish
to the board an accoun,t of the d1s~TlbutlOn of the
~ra~t, such account bemg authentlCated before &
JustlCe of the p~ace; 110 that there was every
guarantee for ,saymg that the ~oney was not only
properly ohtamed,. but th~t ~t was ~roperly .expcnde~. The vaTlOUS B?Cld1€S rec~lved a.s~lst·
a,nce lD, exact propor,tlOn to ~he1r conlrlbutlOI?S" w1th the exceptlOn that 1~ ca~es where
SOClet1es rec~lved very large con~TlbutlOns, after
the first £DOO .th~y ~Illy rece1ved 10s. per
p0ll:nd.
The dllitrlbutlOn was upon a. broa.,d
bas1S; and no person would doubt that 1t
was absolutely necessary that t.he distribution
should be continued. (iJear, hear.) He for one
was prepared to Bay that the amount should not
be reduced. Then there was the office expenditure. He believed the secretary's salary was
£400 per annum, which was not too much, as he
had to collect statistics and a great deal of other
useful information. Then, aga.in, there were the
expenses of the Model Farm. Those the council
was prepared to reduce by one-half, believing tha.t
£1,500 would be a.mple for the present year;
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although it should be remembered that £3,000
were not thrown away upon the farm-only £500,
upon estimation, being lost, when the piping, im~Jements, &c., were taken into consideration.
The value of the produce of the farm was returned to the Treasurer. With reference to the
donations of plate, &c., which had been alluded
to, he believed there was an hon. member present
who could meet the statement s made by the
Chief Secretary, and who would show that no
force was employed, but that if persons did not
care about fine plate they could go to a shop and
purchase property of any description, have an inscription put upon it, and it would then be their
property, the order for payment being given on
the society. He was quite aware that the perRon
alluded to had bought some plate, with which he
was dissatisfied; but he was not, perhaps,
acquainted with the value of the workmanship
bestowed upon it. However, he would leave
the hon. member for East Bourke to deal with
that part of the question; and he had no doubt
that, after the statement of the Chief Secretary,
the board for the future would take care that
the prizes were only money prizes. Various votes
were asked for other flubjec's. and yet after the
passing of the Land Bill an attempt was made to
crush agriculture. (H No, no.") In conclusion,
be would say that he trusted the committee would
vote the increased amount asked for.
Mr. MIC HIE said he wa.s as little desirous as
any person to inflict an injury upon the agricul·
tural societies, but he could not see why the
Government should put down a sum for them
any more than for advancing the pastoral interest,quartz-crushinr interest, tailoring interest,
or any other interest. Usually speaking, they all
knew that those interests were most safely left to
the persons engaged in them; and he was at a
loss to know whether agricnlture was advanced
by the society in question, judging from letters
be had seen, written by a gentleman who was
formerly a member of tha.t House, and who had
designated the Model Farm as a sham. There
was a maxim that meQ are believed in their own
arts, and he was disposed to believe the gentleman in question more than t.hose who had
not had his experience.
lIe should support the proposition of the Government in
the matter ; at the same time he would
have been glad bad the Chief Secretary informed
the committee whether the manager of the farm
had communicated to the Government a detailed
account of the financial condition of the farm.
He considered that a public body dealing, with
public moneys, should not wait to be asked to
furnish accounts, but should communicate all
the infonnation they could to the Government.
He would have liked to have had l\ debtor and
creditor account furnished. On all sides they
heard from farmers expressions of contempt for
the farm; and if the hon. member for Calltlemaine
desired any expression of opinion from persons
concerning the cultivation of oliveR, he had only
to go to one of the judges of the Supreme Court,
who had he en growing them very successfully
within the city for some years. The experiment~
really required were those referring to novel
plants suitable to the climate and soils of the
colony, but those did not appear to have been
the kind of experiments made at the Model Farm.
He would like to know from the hon. memberfor
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Ca~tlemaine whether accounts had been kept,
and whethei' the farm had ever really paid?
Dr. MACADAM said debtor and creditor accounts had been kept.
Mr. MICHIE.- Ua" the farm paiO ?
Dr. MACADAM.- It could not be expected
that it would pay yet. Had the university paid?
What he had stated was, that there was only a.
losll of £500 last year.
Mr. MICHIE thought the university was a
most unhappy illustratlOn for the hon. member
to make.
Mr. HEALES said that the Model Farm was
only a loss of £500, as far as appeared on paper;
but he very much doubted whether the various
items could J:.e realized at anything like the
amounts put down.
Mr. MICllIE supposed there were model
valuators to the Model Farm. (Hear, hear.) With
respect to the university, it could not possibly pay
until there were a certain number of scholars;
but as regarded the farm, there was all the
land given, it was started under the most
favourable circumstances, and he supposed
that the man<tger could obt.ain labour as
cheaply as other persons.
Yet, with those
&.dvantages, it had never yet been determined
whether certain thin!!s would pay to grow or not.
Had the general tenor of the experiment!!! gone
to show that, there would have been much force
in the remarks of the hon. member for Castlemaine; but when they were informed that what
had been growing in the farm had long previously
been growing on other farms, he thought the
argument of the hon. member entirely failed.
At present the farm appeared to be one to show
farmers how to make a fa.rm not to pay. With
respect to the premiums referred to he would
say nothing, but he would simply content
himself with repeating that he should support
the proposition of the Government.
Mr. MACKINTOSH said that the reasons
assigned by the Chief Secretary to the deputation
which waited upon him were not the same as he
now stated, as he then said that the Model Farm
should be abolished, and the ~rants to branch
societies be reduced. (Hear, hear.) He (Mr.
Mackintosh) was not there to defend the conduct of the 44 agricultural societies, but he
would say that the funds had been properly
expended by them.
With respect to the
Experimental Farm, it might be proper to
abolish it, and perhaps it would have been
well never to ha.ve established it; but, aR a
member of the board, he might say that he had,
on taking office, found the farm under weigh,
and he, with others, thought they should Dot
upset previous arrangements. He would aIIk
whether it could be expected that an experimental farm would pay?
It was not
expected when it was instituted that it
would pay, and it was anticipated that
an annual sum would be granted for its
maintenance. Letters had appeared sneering
at the managers. because certain plants had not
been grown. The Chief Secretary had also
shown his ignorance on the subject, by saying
that he was not aware whet her a Bum was voted for
the farc or not. The difficulty had always been,
not only to make the farm ber.eficial and w;efnl,
but to please the public; and he was now convinCtd. from the manner in which the insti-
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tution had been treated, that it was impossib le'l this additional Fum should be voted wbile the
to do BO, especially as pcople who condemned it . votes to the gold-fields and the votes for roads,
in many instances could not understand the: &c., were reduced.
nature of the experiments made. He might say I Mr.MuLLISON proposed the addition of certain
that the treatment received at the hands of the words to the motlOn, believing that it was desirable
press had disgusted some of the best men con- ! that the smaller agricult:ual socielies should be
nected with the farm, and they had c~ased to i amalgamated. The shows and the management
take interest in it--in fact he himse:f was dis- i would be all the better for such an arrangement.
gusted with it. The Chief Secretary said that : In the remoter shows, single animals were frethe money had beeu misappropriated, but, after' quently exhibited, because, in many of the
all, that charge applied to only one society, and 'classes, there could be no competitors. h
was that any reason why a change should be I would do no injustice to these smaller sociemade? He would say it was not; and he would ties to be compelled to amalgamate.
lIe
appeal to hon. members to re-consider the q'.lestion I cODsidered that no public money should be
of reducing the grant. It would be the means of • given to any society whose annual income. from
abolishing many of the branch societies societies: bubscriptions alone, was less than £200, and he
which had subscribed an equal amount to what I would move an amendment to that effect. He
they had received from the Government. He i named £200, though he should be satisfied with a
might take that opportunity of correcting a mis- I smaller sum. He thought it would be very beneapprehension which appeared in a Mdboume . ficial to force the small societies to amalgamate,
newspaper, that he was a relation of Mr. SkiIling, and for the amalgamated associations to hold
but he might say that he was not connected at all their shows in different places. It must be
with that gentleman.
obvious that where there was no competition it
Mr. MYLES supported Dr. Macadam'samend- was folly to award a prize. lie remembered
ment.
where but one animal of a class was exhibited,
Mr. RIDDELL would support the amend- and when he :acted as a judge at a caltle show
ment of the hon. member for Castle maine, where the animals were below the standard
and hoped the Government would see it to of excellence which entitled thenl to a prize,
be its duty to give way on this point. he objected to any prize being awarded.
lie begged to remind the House that the land A regulation of this kind he considered necessary
of the Model Farm was now worth 20 times with regard to prizes which came out of the
more than it was formerly. It was proposed that public funds. If private gentlemen chose to give
the Zooiogical Gardens should be trausferrtd to prizes when they were not deserved, well and
the Model Farm; and, if it were found necessary, good, but the state ought not to supplement such
the Model Farm itself might be transferred to a practice.
any other department of the Government, or to a
Mr. SNODGRASS objected to the amendment,
public company, hereafter. As to the matter of the on the ground that the grants were reqmred more
prizes, referred to by the Chief Secretary, money by young than by old established societies. He
had now become more desirable than plate, and would also remind the ml'mber for Dundas that
proba.bly money instead of plate would hert:after there musL be a certain numoer of en&ries before
be given by all the societies. The small sum prizes could be awarded.
that was now asked in aid was well deserved by
1\Ir. HA1NES was led to believe that the obthe local societies.
ject which he had, in common with other gentle.Mr. PYKE said he did not think that there men, at the time of the establIshment of the
was any wish to do away with the grants to the :\fodd Farm had not altogether been carried out.
agricultural societies. lIe would oppose the The object which they had in view wall, that at
Il.'llendment of the hon. member for Calillemaine, thIS farm cHtain experiments should be conhowever, I\S he looked upon the Model Farm ducted, not according to the ordinary system of
not only 9.S an evil, but a most unjustifi- agriculture punmed in England, but in order to
able waste of public money.
Mr. Mack- determine what pHticular products were adapted
intosh saId that many of the hon. members to the soil and climate of thIS colony. He rewho opposed the grant had never seen the grel ted to hear of the pruposal to relinquish the
Model Farm. That was true, and he was one of farm, believing, as he did, that great advantage
them, but he had read thl' reports, and did not might accrue to the colony from its continuance,
consider It necessary to villit the Model Farm. and therefore he should vote for the restoration
The experiments carried on at the Model .!!'arm of the sum necessary for the purpose. There was
were of no benefit whatever tu farmers gtnerally. a great cry for the se· tlement of the people on
In their experiments with the mulberry, the vine, the land.
It was put forward both by the merand the olive, they had started in a new direc- cantile community, who desired that there
tion, but only when extinction was threatened. should be permanent cODfmmers, and also
Even in that direction the experimen's were of by the operative clasf'l, who complained of
no value, because the suitablenesl! of those things competitiou in their department of labour,
to this climate was already abundantly ",roved by and were anxious for a cheapening of the
private experiment. These experiments were, necessaries of life. And how could Ihis settlein fact, caught at to save the institution from ment be better promoted than by ascertaining
destructi:m, as a drowning man catches at the best purpose to which the soil could be
a straw, and, he hoped, with the same effect. turned? The a.griculturists were subjected to
It was Sl.id that in the last year Ihe farm only great competition on the part of foreigners, and
lost Bone £500; but he though tha; was a this when the soil and climate of the country
strange kind of ar6ument t-:. use. If tbey offered peculiar advantages, which would in some
were to follow up the policy of economy which measure counterbalance the disadvantage of bigh
had been adopted, he did. llot uIldu~tand why wages, which, he cVIlfcssed, he should be sorry to
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see reduced below a certain rate. For these reaSOQS, a.s well a.s those already mentioned, he
thought the Experimental Farm should be continued. (Hear, hear,) He wa.s also in favour of
the amendment proposed by the member for
Dunda.s. He should like to see a large agricultural society for the whole colony, with its headqua.rters in Melbourne, and having branches in
a.ll parts of the country. (Hear, hear.)
Mr. O'SHANASSY said the third clause of
the act for the establishm(lnt of the Board of
Agriculture set out the constitution of agricultural societies, and directed that any society
whose subscriptions amounted to £50 should send
one representative to the Board of Agriculture.
He believed that that board had made efforts in
the dirpction indicated by the member for Dunoa.s. They had fixed that one show-yard should
lIot be nearer to another than 21 miles. He agreed
WIth the hon. member that agriculture required
amalgamation rather than dispersion, but he
thought it better for the whole subject to be dealt
wi' h by the Board of Agriculturetball by the House.
He agreed that to multiply small soci.:ties, according to the present arrangement, whereby a grant
was secured to each, was only increasing a large
outlay without the prm.pect of any corresponding
ltenefit. (Hear, hear.) With regard to the Experimental Farm, he might observe that out of
ooors, one or two years seemed to be deemed
almost sufficient for the testing of any suhject
with which the Legislature might have to deal.
(Lau~hter.) Some I hree or four years ago, the Government were perpe l ually a-sailed because they
did not establish a Board of Agriculture;
and the board had scarcely been est.ablished
when now there was a demand for revoking the
proceeding.
Now this ViM a line of policy
which would leave the country without any l1atisfactory information on any subjf'ct. (Hear,
hear.) The Experimental Farm could not be said
to have had, on the whole, what was usually understood a.s a. fll.ir trial. ConFiderable time was
occupied in clearing the ground, erecting the
necessary fencing, building housel'l, and puttIng
in crop"; and all the wonderful reRul;s which
hall been expected could not, in !.he nature of
f hings, be Re cured in two short years. It did not
follow, because the farm had not. yet paid, that,
therefore, it must be stopped altoge ' her. (Hear,
hear.) He believed that the farm would be
managed economically and properly so long
aR it was under the control of the Board of Agriculture. (Hear, hear.)
Mr. HOOD expressed his astonishment that
the Chief Secretary, who was an avowed protec'
tionist, and who would impose a duty on every
bushel of imported wheat, should seek to disparage the pursuit of agriculture in this colony.
He (Mr. Hood), as a free-trader, did not see that
he was at all transgressing the principles of free
trade in voting a small sum of money Yf'ar by
year for the pnrpose of fostering agriculture.
(Hear, hear.) They were a~ked to expE'nd somethinlr like a quarter of a million annually for the
purpo..e of fostering the milling interest-a proceeding to which he did not ohject- and this
being so, why Rhould they begrudge £9,900 for
agriculture? (Hear, hf'ar.)
1\Ir. HEALES complained of hon. members
introdudng extraneous matter into the discussion. Th~ was no~ the way to economize time.
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It would be much better for hone members to
address themselves to the real question at issue
than to bring forward their own particular views
on protection and other topics, merely in ordet'
to have a fling at members of the Government.
(Hear, hear.) The intention of the member for
Portland, and those who co-operated with him in
establishing the Model Farm, was simply to make
experiments that could not be made I:>y private
indiVIduals. Now, his (Mr. Heales's) charge
agaim;t the management of the Model Farm was,
that up to the present time no attempt had
been made to do this. Want of time might be
u ged ; but he ronsidered that no intention of
carrying out the original plans had been manifested. Within the last few weeks, however, the management had issued I/o report,
setting forth what were their new intentions.
He contended that the managers of the Mode
Farm had pleaded guilty to the charges made
against them, inasmuch a.s they had, in their
report, issued within the last few months,
acknowledged, in effect, that they ha.d not comphed with t.he intention of t.he projectors of the
institutinn.
Dr. MACADAM pointed out that the changes
in the management had been proposed before
the Estimates appeared.
Mr. HEALEd had been waited upon by the
deputation afrerthe publication of the Estimates,
and the report he had alluded to had also appeared since that event, and on those grounds he
had drawn his conclusions. He Wait satisfied
that he had made out a strong ca.se for the
abolition of the Model Farm; for, to keep ill
existence an institution which had been in its
youth bot~ expensive and useless, was only to
make it more expensive, without obtaining any
greater advantage as it. grew older. As to the reductiun of one-third in the e-rants in aid, it wa.s
only a reduction P10 rata, which the House had
assented to in other ca.ses. He could not altogether agree with the amendment of the hon.
member for Dundas and Ji~ol\ett, for its effect
would be to cut off at lea.st 15 societies from any
aid whatever, and in one case-that of a Gipp3
J.. and society-the consequences would be soverely
felt.
Mr. A)ISINCK asked the hon. the Chief
Secretary to ~ive the names of the societies.
Mr. HEALES objected to do this, aN local
feeling would at once be imported inl·o t he debate. In conclusion, he would say the alllounts
asked for would in round numbers amount to
thpse :- For the Board of Agriculturll for the
whole year, £910 ; for the Model Farrf} for six
months, in salaries and wages, £648 7s. Gd. ;
and in stores, £100 ; for grants in aid to agricultural societies named in a schedule furnished
by the secretary to the Boa.rd of Agricul;ure,
£5,15~{ 68. 8d. Total, .£6,81114s. 5d. The sum
of £2,250, which was included in this vote last
year, would be taken in connexion with the regiRtrar-general's department, for the mrney spent
for the collect;.on of ae-ricultural sta.tistics would
properly belong to that branch of thg service.
For the purpose of comparison, therefore, this
sum might be included in the vote f(.r agricultural purpOSES, which would altogether amount
to £!),061 14R 5d.
Mr. FRAZER thought the amE'nrlment of the
hon. member for Dundas would effect a comider-
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able a.mount of harm. for many agricultural
societies, which were now doing a great dea.l of
good, would be aholished if it were carried. He
trustl·d that for this vear at least the vote would
be left as it was, glVil;g time 10 that hon. member
to bring up regulations fixing the localities of the
various agril!ldtural shows, bO that no Olle district
should be particularly favoured. He should also
support the vote for the inereas(d amount, be·
lieving that the money would be well spent ll1
affording iuformation to thot'e who corumencrd
farming without suffil!ient kllowledg-e of the
subject. He hoped, indeed, to see a !limilar
iJlRtirution established some day for the purpose
of gIving in~truction to miners.
Mr. AMSINCK intended to vote for the pro·
position of the hon. rrember for Casthmairle,
he cause !le did not consider tht> reasolls given by
the hon. the Chief ~ecretary sufficient to convinc<J
the House that the reduction SI ould be made.
As fur the proposi:ion of the hon. member for
Dundas, he tshould oppose it, for its effect would
be to deprive the di~t\'ict,s of Bacchus Marsh,
GiRborne, and Melton, which he represented, of
the privilege of holding shows, for their subscriptions did rlOt amount to the sum named.
Mr. MOLLISON asked le:!.Vtl t.) withdraw the
amendment, bec:mse, as had been mt;ntioned to
him bya.n hOIl. member bUlilJg heside lJim, the
Yf:ar was already far advanced, and the various
societies had made their arrangements for the
year. (Hear,he~r.)
)Ir. S~ODGltASS expresfled a hnpe that the
Goverllllent would consent to the addition to the
vo~e, lewing it at the option of the Board of
Agncultue to devote the funds to the Model
1!'anu or not. Ht) movtd all auwndment to that
effect.
l'he C!IAIR}[AN ruled the amendment of the
hon. me11ber for f),dhollsie to be Ollt of order.
Mr. L. L. 8:\111'11 was in ia"our of IIlcreasing
the auwlIlt of the YO.e, as tiltl priw:iple Oil
which he amend'lJellt had he en f(llluded WIiS
~oo~, tie faultl'l wllHh had been pointed out in
the .'{od,l Farm bdng only attrilmta':,le to bad
din'wiOl-i, which could be easily remedied.
)o[r. LU.IjL thought the Model Farm cnuld
very proitably be c.mverted into an intluBtrial
lSchool f(r the education of t he numerou~ children at present waI,dering about. in the litrt~fts.
He thou!ht it could then be made self·,.upport·
ing, and tllat mally persons would be f;:,und will·
lllg to t3.te it. With reference to the prizt;s, he
tlwuj{ht ·.ha~ thpy had been tuo mtaj.:re hitherto,
and he wmld suggest that they ",hould be more
liberal, SI as to encourage the breedillg of superior
"tock. Atfaras hehJJll~eJfwa"concerned,he might
say that le had never expHicflced any difficulty
in obtainng the prizes. He should support' he
amendmlnt of the hon. member for Castle·
roaine.
Mr. D!)NALD expressed himself in favour of
the amenlmeut, as only a small sum IntR a ... ked
for, part of which, it was reasonablyexpE,cted,
would bl repaid. The hon. lIJelllber for St.
Kilda sad that tht,y had no more right to vote
money fo' prizes for the agricultural than for the
pastoral nterests; but he conceived that the
prizes we'e not confined to one class of the corn·
munity, :8 they were awarded to the treeders of
guud catte also, and thus were a bendit to the
country ~!:ncrally. The Chi!.:i Sl.:crctary had re-
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ferred to tbe reduction in other item!'!, but it was
now only asked that a smaller amount tha.a
hitherto "hollld be grantE'd.
Mr. GRAY thought it wa!l not a judicious
economy to aboli8~ the :Model Farm, for although
he approved of certain judicious srrictures that
had been made upon the manaf!ement of it, he
believed the fault was rathH that of the age than
otherwise.
Ue thought they were approachin~
the period when the ll.Lana;,{ers of the farm WUtl
determined to show something not seen in the
colony before-namely, by introducing crops not
grown here before Thne had been a great ded
of discussion upon lucerne and manna, and ho
thought I>0llJething mi~bt be done to tfn'ow light
upon tL'ose subjects by the Morlel Farm. lIe
thought the fttrmers should not be deprived of
their expuirnell,al f~n)l, as, if well conductprl,
whoever h:1d the best information to give upou
agricul r urewould go to that farm, aDd experiments
? ould be made thert.
It appeared that a few
hundred pounrls wonld keep it going for another
)ear-perhaps £l,OUO-and he beheved it would
be the must vallrable pcrtion of the £7,000
granted. 11 e therdore trusted the Governnlent
would COII~cnt to It sum being voted for the purpo~e of Tll",1lItl111;ing the farm.
Mr. HE~VEli,~O~ di(\twtrl'gard thequel'ltion
a!l a s~ct\()llal one, all<l was glad to I'lee tbat the
remark!i of the hon. Il1(,lllber for Portland had
heen appreciatLd. He w1Juld like to prf'~S upon
the Governmel't the s\l~g-e8t.jons of the hon.
menl(.cr ~ho had ju"t sat down, as he t.hougbt
th~re ~hould ba an experimentaJ- he would not
s:~y a mod,l-fann, when' I::xpt'rimellts could be
made for the henefit of that peculiar branch of
Illdu~try, and he tru!!1 ed the. Guvernment ? ould
not offt·.r any further opposition. E the entire
expense of the farlll were paid out of the puhh'J
fllmb, it wol'!d be a gain to the country, by
aftimhng infnrmllti:m TO the farnH'rs.
~11'. JOHN:-lTO~ !;aid it was llOt his intention
to detain the CUIllIlllttee for lol'g' by allY relllark~.
1'he Uhief St'cret.ary had nu,ntioneri that })e
wi"hed to ecollowize time, uut he could no'. help
thinkil.g that the hon. member would have done
RO Illore tffectlJully if he had separated the vote
for the Model .F:~rm from that for the agricultural soeieties. He did not Imow much ahout
agriculture himself, and he had therefore asked
an hon. g"l1tleman who had alrtady a<ldres!Jed
the House certain questions concerning the Model
Farm and the n:anagrr of it. 'I'hat hon. member said, in reply,' that the manager was not. a.
practical man - his theol'ies were good, only he
never carried tIrrm out. (Laughter.) If that was
the case, thertl ? as evelY rea~on to be !;urprised that im,ttad of £tJOO being lost.,
thtl whole amount was not lost. He thought
that everythlllg saId that night went to 8how
that. the )lodcl Farm had been a failure.
He had heard of one discovery made by 1 he farm
-tha.t bOQP dust w,t!o! of no u~e; bllt as farmers
were of a different opinion, that would 110L be of
much benefit. He tllought a great deal of money
would be save:d by uff"flIl~ premiums for inventions, in~tead of ~u!JPort.iTlg the present Model
Farm, as it was called. He did not agrt::e with the
hon. member for Btlfal>t in his opinion of exhibitions, and he should be happy to support a vote for
their f'upport. (1Ipar.) He WIshed the two suLjccts lud beell tnm.tLd separateJy, a8 the yoLo tor
--l U
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agricul'ure could have been pllllRed at once. He
Mr. GREEVES expressed his regret that the
should ilupport the proposition of the Govern- Government propofled 10 put an end TO 1 he Expt>riment; and if they came down with a Rupple- mental Farm. It waR four yearfl Rince the first
mentary vote, he Rhould support that; but he was vote was taken for it, and when members rememno'. in favour of the present Model Farm.
bered how long a time it took to work out agriMr. HEDLEY thought the committee would cultural experimentfl, the course now propoRed
have saved a grea.t deal of time if they had merely TO. be adopted mURt appf'ar hasty and child-like.
confined themselves to the vote for agricul- WIth re2ard to Mr. O'Hea.'!\ allusion to themadder
tura.
root, it should be remembered that the cultivaMr. KING drew attention to the fact that tion of that root waR not a new thing in the
c()lony.
Nme vears a!Zo Mr. Edward Wilson cnlthere were cropR of the value of £995 in the
barns of the Mod~l Farm at the present time, tivated t.he madder rootf'Oucce8sfully on the hanks
which w,mld go towards repaying the extra of the Yarra; but in consequence, most likelv,
of the eXCltement. in connexion with the goldamollnt aRked for.
fields, the cultivation of it was given up.
Mr. O'HEA, after one or two preliminary remarks, said there were three di~tinct climates in
Mr. MACKINTOSH said that although the
this country, and the crops which might suit one Cbitf Secretary had condemned the farm, be had
locahty would not suit another. He had on a not pointed out a single crop that could be introformer occa'lion mentioned the name of a crop duced with advantage, Dor had he made a fling-le
which could be cultivated here with great advan- obl"ervatlOn calculated to be of any practical
tag~, but he had been laughed at for his pains, henefit to the agricultural interest of the colony.
and he supposed that the mention of it again With regard to the remark~ which had fallen
might be not mueh more acceptable. He referred from the member for Aramt, he might say that
to the madder root, than which even the finest he entertamed conRiderable re8pect for the
merino wool which could be grown ",as not a more opinions of that gentleman, but he would like to
valuable crop. For example, the rootH of an ask what was to be gained by following his advIce?
acre's growth of it in the sout.h of France, :\lr. O'Hea. said that some of the crops which
in the second year, after sheep had fed upon he had named would J]:row in the interior,
it, would be worth £70, after paying all ex- while others would grow on the sEa-shore. Well,
penses, and, from the more f'Otimulating nature what did lhat prove? It c~rtaiTll.v did not provp,
of the climate here, 20 months would ripen the as it was meant to do, the usele~snesiS of the
root, and it would be wor( h £90. 'fhoRe con- present :\lodel Farm. It proven, rather, that inducting the Model Farm here knew nothing of stead of one there ought to be sewr;..l llJ(ldel
the madder root, nor would they listen to a de- farms (hear, hear) in different localities. But
scription of its value. The best lands for the it was amusing to listen !lometimes to the opinions
cultivat,lOn of that root would be on the other side ex:pres~ed by new arrivals in the ..:olony, who Wt:fe
of the Dividinl! Range. He was quite of opilliou frequently too ready t,o condemn lItH colony hetha r , instead of continuing thiR Model Farm, the fore they knew Rllything {either of it or of its
better plan would be to offer those engaged people. These new cbums never hesitated to
in agricul rural pursuits all over t he land condemn the old chums, and to profe~s an impl'emiums for certain descriptions of crops. mense superiority overthem, butthe colony had exGive them money prizes, and it would be isted and flourished hefore these new arrivals hlld
found that that was the proper way to en-. set foot in the colony, and he (Mr. MRckint(J~h)
courage anicultural purRuits.
Besides the would tell them that the bURiness of the colony
madder roor, of which he had spoken, another of would go on quite as well as before if these newthe mop-t valuable plants which could be cultivated comera Wf're to leave it to-m'lfl'ow. As rf:gal'ded
was the cactus that fed the cochineal inflect. At what had fallen from Mr. )fichie and 1\1r. Joln,the M"del Farm they knew nothing of that plant, ston, he might perhaps say that if these gentlt.nor did they know much more regarding the men were appointed members of the committee
olive, which, unlike the others) could only be charged wir.h the directIOn of the Model Farm,
grown within reach of the sea breeze. To atl empt doubtless the farm itself would be improved, a.nd
its cultivation away from the neighbourhood of aJI matters connected with it much more Bati~
the Ilea would be labour lost. Another plant fa.ctorily managed. In reply to thl! Obs€lrvatiollR
which would prove of great value, If mtroduced, of ?!fr. Mollison, be had to say that the Board of
was the carrok·tree of Syria, waich produced a Agriculture had carefully consiuf:red the minifruit like a large bean, and the crop of which in mum of the subscription to be given hy local soits Reventh year waG enormous, almost weig-hing cieties, and had fixed it at £50, in opposition to
the branches down. One tree would be equal to the views of the hon. memher. He would add
the support of 'several cows, and, more than that, that agricultul'al societies already saw the adit would make them produce the finest butter. If vantage of amalgamating, and were doing so.
they did not abolish this farm, they lllURt put Dew
Mr. GRAY moved that the increase be
men into the management of it; but even a £4,30l.
change of that description would hardly do, I eThis amendment was at once Pllt, and negatived.
cause it appeared to him that they would require
Dr. Macadam's amendment was then carried,
a triple farm for the work. The be'lt RYS'em, he
believed, was to gIve money prizes, as fmggested witbout a division.
by Mr. Johnston; and if that plan were adopted
Mr. VERDON moved that the Chairman
it would be found to work more good than the report pro:.:ress.
maintenance of a model farm.
This was agreed to. The House accordinJ]:ly
Mr. PRENDERGAST made &. .few observa- resumed, when the Chairman reported progress,
tions in support of the motion.
.
and obtained leave to ISit again 011 Frida.y.
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PLEURO-PNEUMONIA IN CATrLE BILL.
The SPEAKER announced the receipt of a
meRRage from the Legislative Council, returning
thiR bill, with amendments.
On the motion of Mr. HEALES, the message
was at once taken into considClation.
'l'he amendments, which were of a clerical
nature, were agreed to without comment, and a.
message specifying- the fact was ordert:d to be
transmitted to the Legislative Council.
DISTRICT INSOLVENT COURTS BILL- WATER
SUPPLY.
On the order of the day for the second reading
of this bill,
Mr. }o'RANCIS appealed to the Government
for a performance of the promise made on their
part the previolls evenin~, that his water resolutions should have precedence.
Mr. GRANT obRerved that the Government
were prepared to carry out the understanding,
and accordingly he would move the postpone·
ment of the second reading of the Im;olvent
Courts Bill until Friday.
Mr. SNODGRA8~ reminded the Government
of an earlier promise on the part of t.he Government that the Gold Export Duty Rt peal Bill
I>hould come forward on this occasion. 'l'he
Government had placed themselves in the di·
lemma of making a promise first to the member
for Crowlands and then to the member for Richmond. He thought the first promise should be
the tirst fulfilled.
Mr. HEALE8 said, although promises were
made, it must be remembered that all that could
be expected from the Government was that 'hey
would do their best to keep those promises. They
could comrol only their own businesR ; it was
out of their power' 0 control the action of hon.
members. The Government were quite pr€pared
to dispoRe of both propo~itions to-night.
Mr. WOODS observed that he should not
give way willingly. Depending upon the promise of the Government he was tb~re when he
would not have been there, and he had come 50
miles for the purpose; and the member for Dal·
housie, who seconded the motion. had come
down 70·miles.
Mr. 0'8 HAN ASSY considered the Gold Duty
Bill ",hould be first considered, becauRe it involved
the withdrawal of a large sum from the revenue
-about one-tenth; and were it to be acceded to
the ground would in some mea!;ure be cut from
the member for Richmond. The subject, however, had been sufficiently diRcUf:sed, and he suggested, therefore, that if the Gold Duty Bill were
the first" order" taken, the House should at
once proceed to a vote on the qnestion,!lo that
there would be no delay in proceeding with the
water reRolu'ionR of the member for Richmond.
Mr. FRANCIS expressed himself willmg to
accede to this compromise.
Mr. WOODS sa-id he should like to have a few
minutes to reply to a.ttacks which had been
made upon himself.
Mr. }<'RAZER called at'ention to the fact that
as the Gold Expon Duty Bill stood on the pa.per
before the water resolutions, the former, If the
member for Crowlands insisted on his right, must
take precedence.
.The motion for postponing:the Insolvent Courts
Btll was then agreed to.
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MELBOURNE AND ESSENDON RAILWAY ACT
EXTENSION BILL.
Mr. KING moved the third reading of this

bm.

Mr. GRANT suggested a postponement until
Friday. He might ask for the introduction of So
new clause.
The postponement was assented to.
MELBOURNE AND HOBSON'S BAY RAILWAY
COMPANY'S ACT AMENDMENT BILL.
Mr. A~DERSON moved.. That standing orders Nos. 7,8, and 16, relating to private bills, be suspended, and that
leave be given to u.troduce a bill intituled, • A
bill to amend an act passed m the sixteenth
year of the reie-n of Her present Majesty Queen
Victoria, intituled, "An act to incorporate 8
Company, to be called the Melbourne and Hob-son's Bay Railway Company," and to compd the
said company to allow a carriage·road, or street,
called Moray-street, to be continued across the
said company's railway.'"
Mr. FRANCIS seconded the motion.
Mr. SNODGltAS8 would not oppose the SllS·
pension of the stanoing orders, hut he considered
the bill one of the most frightful blows to private
enterprise that could be oflered.
Mr. GREEVE8 ohjected to the motion, and
thought It would be better for the House at Ollce
to express its opinion on a question of this
character. One Object of the bill was to have a.
lHel croslling over a part of the Hobson's Bay
Railway where trains were passing every six or
seven minutes; and another object of the measure was to alter the meanmg of the word
"Crown" in the company's act of incorporaTion,
and to declare that in future it should mean
H the Governor in Council."
He considered the
bill a gross interference with the rights of property.
Mr. O'SfIANASSY would agree to the mot-ion,
but was not satistit-d that the member for Emerald
Hill would be able to sustain his case before
the House.
The motion was carried, and the bill was introduced, and read a first time.
I
MELBOURNE AND SUBURBAN RAILWAY.
Mr. 0'SHANAS8Y movedH That sta.nding orders numbered 4, 5, 7, 16,
and 113, relatillg to private bills, be suspended,
and that leave be given to introduce a. bill, intituled, • A bill to alter an enactment re~pecting
the opening with a double line of rail .. of the Melbourne and Suburban Railway, and to 8ubstitute
anO! her provision in lieu thereof: "
The motion was agreed to.
ST. KILDA AND BRIGHTON RAILWAY BILL.
Mr. MICHIE withdrew his motion for ref~rring to the committee on \bis bill the petition
against the measure presented by him the day
previous.
GOLD EXPORT DUTY--ABOLITION BILL.
On the order of the day for the second reading
of this bill being called on,
Mr. WOODS said he should endeavour to
ret:pec~ the implied understanding, that ..he question IIhould come to the vote as ~oon as possible,
at! far as he was able. At the 8ame time, he f"lt
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tba.t he mu~t iD lIome dE'gree answer the cbargf-I! qu{'sHon might be successfully re-opened.
hrought azainst him, which seemed to{) be tt at he (" Time.")
Olle remark more he had to
had new lil(hts on the !'ubject (hear, hear), and lllllke with reference to what had fallen from
that he broug-ht the ql1 PQf i nn fnrworn from a rle- the hon. mE'mber for Castlf'maine (Mr. Pyke).
sire for popu)anty. (" Hear, hear/' from Mr. That hon. member wanted to know wbatsecurity
Ca.rp',nter.) The hon. member then recapitu· he (Mr. Wouds) could give of hill bona fide intenIlted the circum~tances UIlder wlJll:b the last tion of going 00 with the rnea~ure, plainly hintmotion on the subject was brought forward, ing that his ol-oj('('t had been to IH't the matter
at the commenceuwnt of last session, by into his own hands, and then to drop it. (H('I~r,
the hon. member f·)r Ara.rat, anJ poiDttd hell,r.) He would trea~ tha.t injnriollll insinuation
out that t.he question came before the with the contempt It deservtid. (Mr. P)ke.House now nnder twO di~advantages, namely, ".clear,bfar," and a laugh.) He shoulll despise
an empty ex ch rqm·r-for the pre~ent J\lt- hlUlself if he Wfre tOIl',PP out (If hi~ way to answer
nistry camt> into uffice wit.h onlY £l,()OO in the It. 1'\rh. Wilkie_-" Oh, ob,") It Wall part aIld
Trp.1l$ury Ilga.inFlt the f480,OOO left for the pre- pal'Ct 1 Qf the conduct of a. man who had acctm·d
vious ~ inistry by ,he O'Hballassy Government- hi~ o~'n collf'a~ue of eavesdmpping. He ('h.
and the fact th~t the Government had entered Woods) would not say that the hon. membt'r
in'o eng<lge[TIents which the wld·fiAd~ members at banded the nameR of the hon. mt'mbers who WHe
leasf, would tl~ke ('..are to see fulfilled. U ndtlr tbese in the lobby during the count-out to the rt'circllWRunces, great crt:dit waS due to the hon. porterss but he hdieved tha.t bono member did BD.
ml:'moor f"r Maryboroogb, who, wben matters (" H~ar, hea.r," a.nd cheers) If he ~ere to
looked 80 di~courligingly, brought the ql)estioll for- have all the reporter8 in the gallery called to
ward, and found that it had more frie~ds than the ha.r of the House, he was sure not
mi~ht ha.ve been expected. Who, for Instance, one of them would 8a.y
'hey had taken
wOt,Jlri bave expectpQ that the hun. lnember f(1r down the five names in order to hand them
Ca.stlt!maine, Mr. Pykf'l, would come forl\'ard so through the countr.v. (Hear, bf'ar.) Thi" was a
late in the day t.o vo:e for t.h~ abolition of the SJ8'_em of coercion he would not stand from that
gol''! export dllty? It was fort.una.te tha' the late hon. membfr nor anv one else. (Mr. Carpf>nter.
Jjlinif'try h .... d han . 0 retire, for, bad that hon. _ C o Hear, hear. ") The bono member for Ripun
mt'Hllber remained in office, the world wl)uld never had supported the motion with, as hl3 Faid, a
have known of his p .... trilltiRm. On the former grrat ~acrilice of pef~oDal feelm;!, and intimat~:d
occasion when the su1ject wall introducf(l, the that his (M.r. Woods's) only ohject had been to
duty wai almo>\t llllanimou-iy cond('mned, st'ek popula.rity. 'Vhy, if that bad been his
and tI,e only excuse given for nut aboJi!;hiI)g it object, he should have adopted the Cilurse of the
wall the impoverished state of t.he exchequer. non. member for lUlI.ryhorough. (An bOD. ViemOn that of'casion, too, the hon. member for l\1ary- ber. - " You did not think of it at the time."
borough jllmpt'd. ?own from the. cloud!;!, and H Hear,hear."} He had tLongllt of it at the.tlme,
a..~Bumerl the pOl'iltlOn of a lfadf'r m the df'bate.
but had aJ;.o thought that the proppr penod at
()ir. Pvke.-" That is the sore point.") He ad- whichthesubjpctEibouldhavebeenre-openedwas
mit,_€d-that it wall the flore point; arid there was about November nexr" when the E~timates had
very I!ood rea!>on why it ~h'H1ld be the 80re point pa~sed, and 1he Hou~e knew what it had to pro'IIith -him. 1'he conduct of t.hat hon. m~mber vlde for. Be that 11.1'1 it may, bono members had
h:W. placed him berond the pale of tba.I. cOllrtesy - 0 metlt the pre~ent motion with Bdirf'ct rellornQ.
which he and his friends so I'-tronFlr recom- I1ewould watchhon. nlt'mbers'vote8. and theoounmended shollld be €xt:rdRrd. Hfl !Jail ,~een that try would "'atcb thf'irsp€eches ; for ift}H, hill were
the pa.ssage of the qu<'!!tiDn . hmugh ~.\\'I~a.mel'lt thrown {\l1t the motion ef the hen. JIlemb~r for
durillg t,he prt'~ellt St'SSlO11 had, whde m the
Maryborou~h nlUst al~o Le thrown (lU r • Stdl he
haud!! of the hon. mpmh",r for ::\1aryl,nrough, was re:.\dy to throw oil on the troubled waters,
be.'n delayed by a count·out. He (Mr Wood!') and saCrifice hi!! own feelings, so that the CO\lDtry
adOli ted' that he a~si.ted in that count-out, might not. suffer. He had intended to "ho,," the
aud be was perfectly rl:ady, nnder the (',iICUfll- a.bsurdit.v I)f the arguml::nts of tbe hon. member
8tauCt;~ to dl) it. again. (" Oh, oh!") Wby di<l for St. Kilda-that there was no roya.lty in
he do 'it? He knew tha.r thl're wpre some 3.1 rxi"tence-that mmers already pair! I't the rat.e
nltimheTR in the precincts of the House, for he of £5 per ar.re pH annum, by takinlf OUt their
bw COUDkd them, Il.nd yet in the Hotll'e it!lelf he minf'rs'rigntl1, and tha.t the miner~, belli!!, part
lll.d a.t ono time eountt:d .)nly 11 and a' another ownE'rs of the s'ate, could IlM be compal"ed with
15 memb'-lrs. Spt:echeR wpre bt'ing- addr{'ssed to ~he miners of Cornwall. The peoplii coul(1 not
i nal(inary lJ,udieucel:l, and, in faC!, i \\;;s a. sham impoFle a roy,,} y on them~elves, and, as the bono
Jebate. At tbat ver~ time he had had in t,i", member for St. Kilda well knew, royahkB !)ould
pocket an Ilmelldmeut on the r€~olutioTJ, which no longer be /iI:,irl to E'xi!ot.
w~8 re-apf'r()~a'ory of the .re~olution pakl't'd ti,e
Mr. MICHTE.-They do exist..
..
preViOIJ8 !'oeSSlOn, 1\00 provldlllg t,hltt a blll .. hould
Mr. WOODS knew they ",ere SBl(t to eXIRt III
lit' brought in. There W9.!l, he candidly ~o(]fessrd, Cornwall, but thE'!l they were only tributes (If 1:10
but liltle differ~nce bd ..... l'fn hIS amenomt'nt and mucb pf'r cent. ImpoRed by the ownUB of the
t he motion; but at the same tlmfl it aplJeared t{) 1'0i1. (" Divine,", AR hOD. memoer8 D-ere caning
him that the loon. mtc·mher f"f M:.r~·bf)rollgh was fl)r a diviFO.ion he would. Cfas~ hiR remarks, merely
walki,,~ into tht' House, and t"kit'g erfflit for the asklng the House to carry the bill and he might
w(lrk donet1y other people m so quwt and super he burnt. hung, or drawn aud quarlered in effigy,
Clliuus a way thll,t he should have bp!'>1I wll,nting- for a.nything he carl:'d. Rather than suffer the
in seit-respt'ct ha.d he suhlllitteli, With this biH to be l(lSt, he gladly announced hiR \1'jtJin~
vit'w h" had pr~pa.red hiR anwudllwnt, al· hOlle-h ne~s to hand it over to any bono D,emhf'r on the
he thought the tiUl~ __ ha.d UI..t cOllie when till: oVpo;.itc /Side of the House,l\'ho choSlJ to take it.
·1
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Mr. PYKE (a.mid loud crieR of I t Divide,
dividl''') said, he thoujrht it would be unfa.ir for
the House to divide without giving him an opportuni y of rt:plying to t be imputa l ions thrown out
against him by the hon. member for Crowlands.
He Wa.R Rorry that a qu~stion of so much importance should have been degraded by a. personal
attack upi)n any hon. member. (Hear, hear.)
The bon_ member had 1I'0ne beyond factll, And had
stated that he could challenge reporters to show
tha.t he .had furnished tht:m with a list of the
members who were in the lobhy on the previous
occasion when the matter was before the Houl'e.
He would df'fy the hon. member to do so.
Mt. WOODS rose to order. What he !laid
'Was, that perhaps the hon. member did not hand
the names of the five members to the reporters,
but that he (Mr. Woods) believed that he did,
and dared venture to say that if he pro(luced
every reporter at the bar of that House they
would I!ay that they did not take down the
names.
Mr. PYKE said it was a. distinction without a.
rlifftreuce. (Hear, hear.) The hon. member
had llOC~ said so, but he believed it. (Hear, hear.)
He (Mr. P~ke) would defy the hon. member to
prove his statl:!meLt, 1\.8 there had not been an
hon. member who had taken less action in the
couut-out than he had done. He had remained
in the House, and had never wntten a line
to allY paper on the 8ubject. \Vhy, then, t<hould
he be singhod out by the hon. member? The
hon. member had nOlhlJlg to go upon, but it was
D1erely a. creation of his owu imagination. Be
would not btl de~irous to shrInk frum any re~pOll
sibllity, and he would now ~ay that if the pre~s
had not publi~hed the names on that occasion, he
would have done !l0 himsdf. (H Ob, oh.") He
would do. RO s ill if !.h~y had not, as he had a
perfect right to show the public aLOd his constituents that he was nut a party to the cO:..ntout.
Thl\t was his opinion, and one he
should hold as long as he was a member. of that House.
(Hear, hear.)
Then,
agam, the hon. member for Crow lands rEferred
to the descripdon of patrioti!'m on his part in that
he, as a .lllember of the Nicholson Ministry,
voted a~a\l)st the motion of tbe hon. member for
Ararar., aud now was in favour of the repeal of
the duty; but the hon. membter had nothing to go
~p~lD on that po;nt, and he might refer back the
ImnlluatlOn to the hon. member, and ask him
where he was when he weut round the House
in~tead of being in his place? Where "as his
pa.triotism when he had not the courage to wait
ID the lIou8t:? Where was his patriod~m before
he was banged in effigy?
Mr. WUODS o;aid Ihere were two hon. members present who c.)uld bear witne!'s tba.t be was
determinfd to bring in the bill btfore the eleva.ting process refured to on a prHlOUS evt:ning by
the hon. member for Bet'chworth.
The SPEAKER said the hOD. member was not
in order.
\. r. PYRE said he would still adhere to his
bdid. He WGuld 1I0t say the hon. number
DeVt:r would have dOlle so (hear, hf-ar)-th'at
the hon. member would not have introcuced his
mea~ure had it D(.t been for what had tranllpired
in the cOllntry. (Hear, lwar.) He would appeal
to his late colleague" wht:ther he had 1I0t over
aJJd oVl:r again advocated the reveal. of the c..u,y
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(" How did you ,"ota 1")-and that he, being ..
member of the Government then, and bound to
preserve the unity of if, there was 110 inconsil:ltency
between his conduct then and at thepl'esent time.
The propo~ition of the hon. member for Ararll.l;
was that the duty should be immediately repealed. At that time they wer" considering the
E~tlmates, and an immediate. repeal would have
thrown the country into a state of disruption
(Hear, ht ar); but tbe present bill did not oppose
any. hing of the kil.ld, and he could, t.herdore~
vote for it. He would ask hon. D1embers, on
VI horn did the income tax press in England but.
tbe poor man, who could least afford it, and he
did 1I0t hej;itate to "ay that the e~port duty was
an obstacle to the prosperous progress of the
mIDer. 'l'he amount might appear small.
but it was levied upon the gross sum.
and not upon profits.
An attempt had
been made to show tha.t the tax was a royalty;
but it little mattered what it was-and he db-puled
that it was a royalty . as long as it was unjust.
The hon. member for Ballarat, he had regrelted
to see, had in his address to his const.ituents
called the duty a bargain. Between whom was
it? (:Mr. Bumffray.-" The di!!gers and the
Government.") That he denied, and he believed
tha.t such an iniquitous tax would never have
been made had it not been considered as
a merely temporary arrangement. Again, it
had bt:~n sa.id Ihat it. ,,3.1> unobjl:!clIouable
proviut:d the money thus oblalD€d was
s(Jent upon the mint:rs. That was absurd as
lw believed the mil.lers themlielvt:s were the btst
judges of how they should spend their money.
Then it was stated that the minels received tha
beneDt of the tax, in having roads made; but he
would ask wht:ther those roads did not beneth
the trader, the farmer, and Ihe squatter mure
than the miner? .I!'or when the miners paid the
heavy carriage, the money \\ hich 110W went. to the
mercuaut wt:nt to the carrier. (U No.") He
should vote ~o~ the. bill under any circumsta.nct8~
from a conVIctiOn that he was pt:rfOl ming a trubli
that had been confided in him, and because
by so domg he should be strIking a blow at the
present unequal tariff. (Hear, hear.) Did htt
succeed, ill cOl.junctiou with otht:r hon. members
in rt:moving the burden from the shoulders of th~
minmg cODlmunity, he bhould feel that he had
not bt en without u,e \ 0 his generation. The hone
member, in concludinl!', paid, from pome misundt:rlitanding, he had on a previous occabion
made certain charges agaillst hiS hon. collea~ lie
(Dr. Macadam) which he now wished to withdraw.
Dr. MACADAM expressed himself liatiFfied
with the explanation of the hon. member.
Mr. MLCHIE said the hon. membt;rfor Crowlands had ott~rcd 10 apologise to the Hou~e but
he thought unut'r Ihe circumstances they ~ould
diRpenst: with it. .I!'or his pllrt at ~ny rate he
"ould acq~i~ the ho~. menlber: fteling that'bis
(~lr. MICLIt: s) share ID the offence was as infillltt:sirual (hear, hun); and he wa!j sure that no
P081>Ible pardon he conld txtt'nd could affect the
hon. mtnl ber more than his share of the mag~
nanimity of the ",hole House.

:Mr. WOODS r:>se to order. He had never
offered to apologil'e to 1 he HoUJ:!l' nor dld he
wlltnli t.he hOL. memoor's pardon.
'
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Mr. MICHIE ~aid he was not aware that he
was out of order, but he believed the hon. member was in diRol'der. (Hear, hear.) He could
easily imagine the sensiLiven~ss of the hon.
member, who, he supposed, was awakened
to the consCiousness that he had obtruded
himself upon his (Mr. Michie's) side of the House,
and after that one example of that gentleman's
deportment he would dismiss the subject. There
was one assertion made by the hon. member
which was a reason for votmg al(ainst The motion
-namely, that he was of opinion that the present
was not the proper time for introducing the
measure, but that November next would be the
period. He suppoeell the hon. member had now
moved it with a VIeW to dftect the unhan/Zing of
himself-the cutting down ~ of himself, if that
were possible under the circumstances, and
although the hon. member might say, "There
is nothing in it," he did not appear to
think so, there being apparently to him more
prolonged agony than there would be in
the real operation, the most extraordinary
mode of carrying capital punit,hment into
real life he (\1r. Mi..:hie) had ever heard
of. Whilst congratulating himself upon his
self-glorification, the hon. member thought
that hon. memberR should not injure the country
by throwing out the bill. "Oh, my country!"
(Hear, hear.) But did the hon. member think
of his country when he was in the IOllby?
(Laughter.) If his patriotism was so sincere,
why was his jealousy so great of the hon.
memher for Maryborough as to prevent him
from supporting that hon. member's motion?
He thought that in what he had said with regard to the hon. member for Crowlands he had
been anticipated by almost every member of that
House, 'l'hey had seen the motives which actuated him in bringing in his blU plainly in his
conduct. But to pass from that part of the
subject to Rome more germain matter, he would
ask what argument he had brought forward for
the step which he had taken?
Mr. WOODS.-I was not allowed.
Mr. MIC HIE was surprised to hear the hon.
member say so. Why, he could have gone into
the whole subject. (Hear, hear.)
Mr. WOODS rORe to a point of order. The
hon. member for St. Kilda was mIsrepresenting
him again, as he had done before.
The SPEAKER.-The hon. member for Crowlands is not in order now. (Hear, hear.)
Mr. MICHIE was of opini'Jn that the hon.
member for Crowlands had better leave the
House to say whether he was misrepresenting
him. How had the hon. member for Crowlands
attempted to answer the question as to his motives for bringing in that r,ill ?
Mr. WOODS.-I was not allowed.
Mr. MICHIE thought that these interrup!ions
were not very seemly, and it would perhaps be
better if the hon. member for Crowlands would
refrain from making them. As to the argument
of tbe hon. member for Crow lands, if applied, it
might be advanced with as much justice ill favour
of the t;quatter and the farmer, as of the miner;
but the hon. member for Crow lands would seek to
~ive the miners powers with respect to the selling
of the gold with the land whICh even the Government did not possess. He would argue that
though the Governmellt could not sell the gold
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with the land, the miner who had received a claim
o~gh~ to be given the power of selling the gold
wllh It.
Mr. WOODS -Who discovered it?
Mr. MICHIE.-Who discovered it! Was tha.t
a.n admirable argument? Would the hon. membE'1 for Crowlands give a squatter who might
happen to aiscover a particularly good run free
posRession of it?
Mr. WOODS.-Yes.
Mr. MIUHIE.-Tne answer shows tpat the
hon. member really does not know how to answer
the qnestion. It appeared to him that there was
a df-sire to have one law for the miners and
anot.her for the other portions of the comm~nity
and that was akind oflegislation to which he wonld
ne~er . agree, w.hether burned or hanged in effigy
by WdIl!nanr, mmers. From what he had said there
would be no difficulty in gathering that he mtended to vote against the second reading of the
bill. The time had not come, and never would
arrive, in which there should be a repeal of this
duty, becau,;e he looked upon the duty as a
species o~ royalty, lI:nd one ot the least oppresSIve that It was pos8Ible to have. When it was
proved to press too severely on the mining population, and injurious to their intt-rellts, he would
consent to its repeal, but not till Then. The hon.
member for Castlemaine (Mr. Pyke) had treated
them to a quota.tion from Shakspeare on the
subject, saying, " A rose by any other name would
smell as sweet;" but be, too, would qucte from
Shakspeare, and say, " Base is the slave who pa.ys"
seemed to be the motto of the miners in reference to this duty on the (\xport of gold. If that
bill were carried, it would put the miner in the
position of enjoying peculiar rights over every
01 her por: ion of the community.
He would conclude by proposing, as an amendment, "that the
bill be read that dav six months."
Mr. GILLESPIE seconded the motion.
Mr. llUMl!'FRAY called attention to the fact
that the export duty was originally imposed in
compliance with the expressed wishes of the
di~gers themselves.
The diggers, on being
appealed to by the gold commissioners, as to
whether they wore indisposed to pay g, tax, replied
in the negative; and when asked in what shape
they would pay, they chose an export duty on
gold. He recommended, at the time, that
the duty should be Is. per ounce; and that was
the amount he should like to see it reduced to
now. He should be prepared to tmpport a proposition to that effect; and if the LBl passed
its second reading, he should move in committee, that instead of the duty being abolished,
it IShouH be rp.duced t·o one shilling. (Hear, ht-ar.)
He had been really a~tonishpd at· the arguments
which had been put forward in support of the
proposition. It was wrong to call them arguments, f.:>r they were the grea.test fallacies and
absurditles he had ever heard. (Hear, hear.)
He contended that the digger3 themselves did
not ask for a repeal of the duty, but that the
agitation was fostered by the managers of large
companies-the people who were the best able
to pay. (Hear, ht81'.) He denied that the duty
was tlither unju~t in princ·iple or oppressive in
charac er. He denifd also that it retarded
the development of the mineral resources
of the colony. It was Raid that were
the duty repealed there wou!ll be the greatest
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prosperity on the j:t'old-fields: but he W9S
satisfied that ili would not make the slightest
difference. No doubt by opposing this spurious
agitation he should draw down upon himself a
great deal of odium, but he would have bet:n the
greatest moral coward, and unworthy of a seat
in the ){illlstry, had he hesitated 10 state hoW'
and why he should vote on the occasion. tHear,
hear.)
Mr. GILLESP1E approved of the manner in
whioh \he ComJl.lisRioner of Mines treated this
question, and should have been happy to follow
on the same side but that he had already put ou
the paper a notice of motion for reducing the cost
of the miner's right from £1 to 1s. He beli('vedthis would be a much greater boon to the work
tng miner than the rept:al of the ~old export
duty.
He represented a large mining constituency, and they had not sent him to that
House to support the abolition of the export
duty on gold.
Mr. GILLIES asserted that the rep('al of the
duty, if not carried now, would be carried next
sel;lslOn ; or, at all events, as soon as the next
appeal to the country had taken place.
Mr. GRANT said, as he was one of the members who deliberately went into the lobby the
other ni~ht f{ r the deliberate purpose of not
making a Hous(', and as that conduct had been
animadverted uJJon somewhat sevelely by the
newllpapers in the coulitry dlRtncts, particularly
in the district which he had the honour
to represent, and as it had been his privilege, with t!ome other members of the
House, to be hanged in effigy for that conduct
(laughter), he thought it ril!ht to I(ive his reasons
for absentin~ himself on that occasion. (Hear,
bear.) First of all, he then believed, and he still
belit:Ved, that the motion of the member for
Maryboroueh was .. a sham." (" Hear, hear,"
from Mr. Woods.) Amt he had some",hat the
same opinion with regard to the bill brought
forward by the member for Crow lands. (U Hear,
hear," and loud laughter.) He Lelieved from his
heart that both mcasurt:~ were shams. (Renewed laughter.) This beill!; 80, he thought
him~elf ju",rified in adoptiIlg any legitimate means
to get rid of the motion, particularly as it came on
the night before Good Friday, and as he knew the
quesl ion could not be dealt with at one sitting,
and that the debate, if allowed to proceed, would
exrend to an early, or rather a late hour, ill the
morning of Good Friday. (Hear, hear.) With
regard to the merits of the que~tion, he would
ob!;erve tbat, in the beginning of 18!'i6. he brought
forward, in the old Legislative Couneil, a motion
somewhat similar in terms 10 that of the hon.
member for l\1aryborough. This, after a two
days' discussion, was rt'jected by a majority of 46
to 9.
He then conttmded that the gold export duty ought not to be looked upon as a
permanent tax, and this ~ame view was taken
by the members of the gold commission.
He could not understand how the hOll. member
for Kilmore re<:onciled the opimolis he e!'pressed
then, when the lIold-fieldR were so much Illore
proRperOUl', with thol'e he expressed now.
Mr. O'SHANASSY reminded ,he hon. member
that the opinion he had qUOled was that of a
commiR~ion attempt.ing to reeoncile the miners
with the Government, and 110(, of every iudividual member of that cOlllluiLtee.
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Mr. GRANT pointed out that at any rate the
tax bad tleElD looked upon then as a temporary
one. The question now was elltirely one of expediency, and was it, he would Mk, expedient to
continue the tax at its present amount? He
thought not, hut, also, that it would be the
heil!ht of ma.dne~s and folly to aholish it altogether at the present momeIlt. Next year he
,hought would be a fit time to take off half the
duty, and the propriety of taking off the other
half might form matter for diHcu8sion afterwards.
An escOl't duty of 6d. per OUllce was charlled
before the present duty W9.11 established, alld it
wat! still necessa.ry to charge such an amount as
would pay escort and Treasury charges. After
all, the qUfostion was one of rt:dnction. He was
quite sure the miners had no desire to shirk from
paying thtJir fair share of the expenses of the
country. (Hear, hear.) Every day showed that
the tax was more and more paid by the mining
companies and less and less by the individual
miner, and he believed a good deal of the excitement was got up by the shareholders of
minin~ comPanies (" No, no"), for he was well
assured, however much the tax was reduced
wages would not correspondingly increase. Th~
time was now arrived when a reduction might be
fairly considered, and it would be only wise to
look forward to the future, and levy duties
more on imporl s than exports. He was ready to
do one of two things either move the previous
question, or go into committee wilh an intention
of moving, when the bill was in that !It age, that
the alteration be a reduction of one half and not
an abolition, that reduction to Is. per ounce
might t'ike place next year, and they might at
that time comider when it would be possible
to abandon it altogether.
Mr. WOOD ha.d heard a good deal of reference
made to the count-out of a previous evening,
which he thought was an ill-advised stf.P, as it by
no means got rid of the question, but the hon.
member who had been hung in effigy might have
received different considera ion from the country
had it been known, as was a88('rted, that the
CJunt-out .vas ar much the work of an hon. and
learned member who was very much intere!ited
in the question on the business paper-viz., the
abolition of pensions. (Hear, hear.)
Mr. GRAYT said it was the first time he had
heard of such a suggestion.
Mr. WUOD had not referred to the hon. member. He was astonished at the course taken by
the Government. He heard the hon. the Commis8ioner of Mines say he did not considt'r the
tax oppressive, and yt:t that he would prefer to
vote for lts reduction by one-half. The process
of rehsoning which brought this about he ('ould
not underRtand. That hon. membt'r was very
oracular at times, but his credit had been obtained by sitting silent, like the gentleman described by Goldsmith, and his (Mr. Wood's) only
wish was that he would continue to do so,
Unless that hon. member had been millreported
by th~ two papers published in his own town,
the Ball.trat Times and Star, his mconsistencit's
would appear to be gn>ater, It seemed by the
Ballarat 'l'imes tha r , when a deputation waited
on him, a. }lr. Orr brought the aholitlOn of the
Ilold duty undt'r his attelJtlOn. The report said
that Mr. lIullIffray replied t.hat it was imposkible,
in tht: prelSent coudil ion (.,f affairs, to hold out a.llY
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hopes of the abolition. He considered the ta.x to ment to say that individual miners were
be unfa.ir, because it was unequal. How dtd the not making a liVlIlg, unless it was shown
boo. member reconcile this with his previous that they were carrying on opE-rations in a.
state men ·8 ?
skilful manner. They must look to the averAge
Mr. H U \f FFRA Y ha(J not said the bx was earnings of the miners upon pour la.nds-not
unjust, and had specially protected himself from individual miners, but companies. ana if it. was
being undelRtood to concur in the opimon ex- found that those lands did Dot, give a fair profil,
pressed to that effect.
there woulri be all unanswerable argument in
Mr. WOOD asked if the hon. member had favour of the abolition of the export duty;
taken measures to disabuse the public mind? bllt such an argument had not been adduced.
because the Rallarat Star st.ated the same thin", When it was proved, he 8hould be prepared to
and also described \1r. Humffray as ha.ving taken support the reduction of the export duty on gold.
a 8tep in the right direction.
He believed that by the employment of capl 801
Mr. HU~{FFRAY was not responsible for re- the earnings of the miller would be nearly as
la.rge as they were some years ago. (" No.")
marks founned on a mIstake.
Mr. WOOD again asked if the hon. member lie did not hold with the argument that thtl
tax should not be charged because the land be·
had contradicted the newspaper report?
longed to the miner, as it no more belougt'd to
Mr. HUMFFRAY had never read the reports. them than the runs did to the squatters. They
No reporter had been present when the deputa· were all partners in the land, and he was at a loss
tions were received, and the gentlemen pres .. nt t,o see that the miners should be allowed to
had, of course, given their own views on the possess greater advantages than other parties.
matter.
Mr. CHAPMAN expreslled an intention of
" Mr. WOOD could not press the point fur- supporting the second readin~, reserving to himther, if the hon. member had not read the self the rIght of altering the bill in committee.
reporls. Still it appearHd that the hon. memo He denounced the tax as being' put by a favoured
ber had said he would repeal the tax when the class upon an ullfavoured clasl'l, and tllOught that
financial condition of the country permitted, and the tax should be abolished and a tax put upon
at the same lime ",aid the whole of the pro- wool, which could be manufactured in the colony
cp.eds would be spent on' the gold· fields. and give employment to nr.mbers of persons at
Now, he would ask what became of the presentstarvmg in England.
financial aspect of the case if the Govern·
Mr. WOODS "aid, with rtference to thech:l.l'!!"es
ment propased to spend so much extra on the he had made against the hon. membpr Mr. Pyke
gold· fields ? (Hear. hear.)
He ("Ir. Woou) at an earlier period of the evellin~, that, the hon.
agreed wi h the reasons dven by the hon. the member having denied thoRe charges, he (Mr.
Commissioner of Miues, if not wi~h his conclu- Woods) had found ,hat I he hon. m Pill ber was
"ions' and whet-her cI)Dsid"ring the tax as a. right, :lond as a ma.tter of justice he now wished
royalty or rent, he !!hould vote for its conhnu·
to apolol!'~p. to hnn.
ance. Whether it was too much was a perftc"ly
Mr. PYKI!J expres~ed himself willing to acdistinct question, and the House reqUIred very
cep the explanation of.the hon. membt:r.
eX:lct dtl, aIled information before it could take
Mr. HOOf) moved the adjournmEnt of the dethat j'nto conliideratioll. It wa.s rather absurd to
a@k for It Recond reauing of a bill on the ground bate, in 0rJer 1.0 give hon. members an opportuthat it~ Vt'TY nature ad substance wouid ue nity of Ilpell.klllg on the bUt.j"ct.
ch,wged in committee. The ho·.1. meml,er for
'rhe motion was put" and nega·ived.
Avoc·a. had !laid he participated ill the count-out
U pOll the amendment being pnt,
to get rid of the question; but as the que:>tion
Mr. II E A.LES said that, a" it was kTIClwn to
had not been !rot rId of by t.hose means, he
called upon that hon. member to vote for tbe the House that the mt!mbers of the Miui,.try
I'''cond r~ading that day ijix momhs. For himself VI ere c'lvidcd in their opinions on th'" pre~ent
he would by no meatHl pledge himsdf to support qU~8lioll, he might now Slate that the Guvernn::ent
the reduction, however much reason he mi~ht would support Ihe second reading, reservil.g to
haveforthinkingtheta.x cxeessi ve, cOll!!idering tha.t themselvt:s the rIght of 8upportin~ a motiol1 wbich
it wa" fixed so lonl{ a~o, when IIlIoing wa.., mor~ would reduce the Juty to L.. per ounc(\. (Hear,
remunerative. He would a.dmit that it prelSsed un- hear)
'rhe que'ltion was then put, that the bill be
equally AA did a"se ..sment on stock-(ilt:'ar),-but
t,hat,
It~elf, affordt::d no reason fori VIi reduction. read a second time; and the Housu divldeu.
Miners, it was Iiaid, cOl.ild olllY earn 10s. a day on with the fullowing rt:bult ; the be~t digging!!, but it was l.ot proved that they
Ayes
21
worked In the be8t way; and if it could be proved
Noes
17
that mining companieto, with the beMt machiLer)"
were not getting a fair profit, a 8uffieieut rea~oll
l\Iajority for the second rea.ding...
4
for reduction might he ufTrrt:d III that fact.
The following is the division·lilllt;!:hppo~inK a. landlord. had. two tf-na.!Jts, one of
whom carri.. d on farnnng In a Ilklll1l1 and the
AYES.
otber in an unskilful lIlanller; and the skilful
Mt. HMJes
Dr. M:lcadam
man was prosperolls and tbe other was in the Mr. Bro.)ke
- He[jder~on Mr O'Hea
- Ctll.p·nan
depth of povertr,-was it to be said that a~y
- Dnn"ld
- H"Wl\ro.
- Prt'lldtrgast
la.ndlord in hIS senses 8hould rt:duce tne
- \<'r·.z·r
- Hnmffcay
- Pd~ ..
rent of the one man because be was ba.rely
- Q1\lje~
- Lt-vi
- ~e'je"nt
making a living. through not farlllin~ the
- Uru,t
- Loa.der
- V.·hl·,n
- Geay
- WOlc.ld.
- Luca.
la.m! 8kilfully. Tht:n:fore, It w..s no ar~u·
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Mr. Bennett

Mr. John.toll

- FraLCis
- Gillespie
- Hedley
_ Hood
- JOhnsoll

- King
- Mackintosh
- Hartley
- M"IliIlOD
- Kyles

IIr. O'Shanal81
- Riddell
- Smlth, J. T.
- Smith, L. L.
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Mr. LEVI said that when he introduced his resolutions he stated that it was not his intention

to make them operate immediately. He thought

that the hone member for Kilmore would now be
convinced that the movers 'in this matter were
not actinl! a sham.
Mr. O'S RAN ASSY said he did not believe more
The House then resolved itself into committee now than before in the smcerity of the movement.
prc> j(1l'fll4.
The House resumed and the Chairman ra.
ported progress, and obtained leave 4;0 sit again
MrO' O'SHANASSY wished to give notice that, on
Thursday week.
when . e bill was in committee, he should ask,
The remaining business on the paper was
aooarding to Parliamentary usage, who was
the. responsible person for this measure. postponed, and the House adjourned at 25
D, that means he would like to test the IDlDuteB past 1 until 4 o'clock next day.
opinion of the committee whether the act
should have immediate operation, and thus
PAIRs.-Export Duty On Gold-For: Mes81'B.
be a more practiCAl measure.
He would Firebrace, Greeves, Snodgrass, M'Lellan, J ones,
ask whet.her the Ministry were prepared, if an Brodie, Service; against: Messrs. Carpenter,
amendment were carried, to carry the bill into Michie, LyaU, Amsinck, Nicholson. Foott,
eff~ct immediately, because, if so, there would be
Raines. Agricultural VOLe-For: Mr. Duffy;
an end for a time to the water supply scheme.
against: Mr. Michie.

-Wvod.

FIFTY-FOURTH DAY-THURSDAY, APRIL 18, 1861.
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.
The SPEAKER took his seat at half-past 4 p.m.
ADDRESS TO MAJOR GENERAL PRATl'.
The SPEAKER acquainted the HOUl~e that he
had received a letter from Captain Pitt, informing him that Major-General Pratt had appointed
half·put 4 o'clock on Tuesday next as the time
when he would be prepared to attend the Assembly, in compliance with their wishes.
SUBURBAN RAILWAY ACT AMENDMENT BILL.
Mr. O'SHANASSY gave notice that on Tueilday
next he would move the second reading of this
bill.
MINERS' RIGHTS.
Mr. GILLESPIE gave notice that he would,
on Thursday, May 10, move, that in the opinion
of the Hou~e the cost of miners' rights should be
reduced to Is., from January 1 1&2, and in the
event of the above being carried, he would move
that a bill be brought in for that purpose.
MELBOURNE AND HOBSON'S BAY RAILWAY ACT
AMENDMENT BILL.
Mr. ANDERSON gave notice that on Friday,
April 26, he would move the second reading of
this bill.
MR. PYKE.
Mr. DON gave notice that, on Thursday,
May 2, he would move for an address to His Excellency, praying that £600 might be put on the
Supplementary Estima.tes, as compensation for
Mr.•Vincent Pyke, for losses sustained in consequence of his appointment as immigration
agent in 1857.
BRIDGE AT THE BLACK LJ:AD.
Mr. GILLEtlPIB gave notice tha.t, on Thursday, May 2, he would move for an address to
His Excellency. praying that £1,000 might. be
put on the Supplementary E ..timates for a bridge

across the River Leigh, at the Black Lead, over
the main Horsham·road, such Bum to be expended under the superintendence of the local
road board.
PETITION.
Mr. WOOD presented a petition from one John
Mitchell, of Kangatong, in the county of
Villiers, in the electoral dlstrict of Villiers
and Heytesbury, praying tbll.t in the matter
of the petitIon presented by Richard Davies Ira.
land against the return of William Rutledge, the
petitioner might be included as a party to the
opposition to such pet ition. He moved that it
be referred to the Committee of Elections and
Qualifications.
The petition was read and ordered to lie on
the table.
POUNDKEEPERS' SA~
Mr. WILKIE gave notice that he would, on
;M.aJ 2, move that the House go into committee
on the following Thursday, to consider certain
resolutions in connection with poundkeepers'
salaries.
KXPLANATIOlf.
Mr. CARPENTER rose to correct an error
which he had unintentionally been guill;of onthe
night before. In pairing off with Mr. Firebrace,
he had entered himself in the book kept for that
purpose as being in favour of the contmuance of
the gold duty, and Mr. Pirebrace as the reverse;
whereas his desire for the abolition of the duty
w,.s well known. He had not noticed the mistake
till he saw It in the papers that morning.
PBIUP ISLAND.
Mr. SNODGRASS gave notice that, on the
following day, ne would ask the hon. the President of the Board of Land and Works whether,
since the decision of tha.t House upon the sale
of Philip Isla.nd, the Board of Land and Works
had issued a special order to the Treasury not to
4 X
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reooive payment from the p8.lltoral tenant, Mr. however, that even in England th.ere was no law
M' Haffie, of the assessment due by him for the on this subject; nor, in point of fd.ct, could there
occupation of Philip Island, and the reasons for be, because rellignations were :mkuown under
this special order being issued; and whether Mr. any circumstances, and that f'ct showed that
M'Haffie, through his agents, R. Towns and Co., there could be no principle of law on which a
had offered to pay any amount that the B')ard of memher could resi~n his seat. There was a
Land and Works mh!ht detf'rmine as just, for the practice, and that practice was, that the Crown
occupation of Phihp Island?
would not grant the Chil,ern Hundreds to any
member against whose rerurn there had been a.
ST. KILDA AND BRIGHTON RA.ILWAY BILL.
petition presented. That, hOlVever, was the
Mr. KING presented the report of the select practice of the Crown, and not of Parliament;
committee appointed to consider this bill.
and, in point of fact, the Chiltern Hundreds had
THE ELECTION FOR VILLIERS AND HEYTE~' been refused on other grounds. He believed it
had been once refused to an hon. member of the
BURY.-QUE~TION OF PARLIAMENTARY PRAC'
House of Commons who wished to resign in
TICE.
The SPEAKER announced that he had re- order to oppose a Minister of the Crown then
ceived a. letter from Mr. WiIliam Rutledge, resign· seeking to be re-tllected. The Chief of the
Cabinet naturally refused to lp-nd his aid
ing his seat in that assembly.
to any opposilion to his colleague's return, and
Mr. WOOD saId it was u!\ual for the Speaker, the consequence was, that the member in queswhen making such a statemem as the one just tlOn had to rei ain his seat. This circumRtance
made, to state also that he had issued a writ for showed the practice on the part of the Crown,
the election of a. new member. As he did not which was, that it might grant or refuse the
hear any mention made of the issue of a writ Chiltern Hundreds, as it thought best. A~ the
upon the present occasion, he took it for granted same time he was free to admit that the Crown
that there were some reasons for the omission. might grant the Chiltern Ilundreds to any memHe begged to ask what course the Speaker in- ber whose return was petitioned against; still, the
tended to take?
Minister who would advise such a course would
The SPEAKER said that in ordinary cases render himsf'lf lianle to the severe censure of the
where no petition against the return of the House of Commons. Notwithstanding, howmember in question had been received, he ever, the censure that mIght be cast on the
should have announced the issue of a writ. In Minister, the seat of the hou. m ·mber who acthe present case, however, a petition had been cepted the Chiltern Hundred8 would not the le~s
received, and he did not think it was his duty to become vacant, so that it would be seen that, the
issue a new writ till that petition had been disposed matter was not one of Parliamentary law, but of
of. He was aware that the order of proceed- the practice on the part of the Crown. There was
in~ was, that when the Speaker received a letter such a thlDg known to VIctorian law as a memfrom an hon. member announcing his resigna- ber resigning his seat, and the law on that
tion, that seat at once became vacant; but a point was very expre~s. It was contamed in the
further clause in the Constitution Act gave 23rd section of the Constitution Act, and was as
power to the Legislature to make la.w,; for the follows :-" It shall be lawful for any membt'T to
purpose of providing for the case of disputed resign his seat in the Legislative Assembly by
elections; and provisions being made for inquiry writmg, under his hand, addreS!led to the
into such ca.ses, he conceived it to be the proper Speakt"r, and from the time when the same shall
course to refrain from issuing a new writ till the have been received by the Speaker the seat of
question of the disputed election had been dis- such member shall become vacaUl." It might,
posed of.
,
perhaps, have been a proper provision to make
Mr. WOOD would then move that. the Speaker to add the words-" unless a petition shall have
do issue a writ for the elec ion of a member for been presented against his return"-but there
Villil'rs and Heytesbury.
were no such words in the act, which was conMr. GRANT asked, without notice, if he un- clusive on the matter. Now, it might be said
derstood rightly that the hon. member was that this clause might have been repealed hy
making a new motion?
some subsequent aces-by the Electoral Act;
Mr. WOOD said he was making a new hut, in the first place, it was a question whether
motion by leave of the House. He was aware it could have been repealed except by an absolute
that Parliamentary practice in England had majority of both Houses (~,ear, hear); and, in
decided that no member of the House of the ~econd place, he !mbmitted that no part of the
Commons could vacate his seat when a petition Electoral Act modified the provision he had quoted.
had been presented against his return. In fact, He contended, therefore, that the ~ea.t of the late
in England there was no such thing as resign- member for Villiers aQd Heytesbury having being a seat. The only way by whIch a member come vacant, it was the Speaker's duty to issue a
could be enabled to vacate his seat was by taking writ, in order that I hIS electoral district might no
an office of profit under the Crown, bllt he could longer be without a representative. Nor was
not re~ign it. This being the case, it would be there a.ny reason why the matter should be.hung
in vain to look to English Parliamentary practice up any further. If the petitioner, Mr. Ire1and,
for ana\o!!y for precedent to guide the House could be now returned as member for the d1strict
now. We had to decide in accordance with our of Villiers and Heytesbury, then, possibly there
written Constitution, while in England they mi!{ht be some argument, founded on a sort of
had a law of Parliament which regulate1 equi y overnding certam law -in a somewhat unall such matters; and though that law was to be constitutional manner, certainly, but it would be
applied here at' far as possible, such could not bl:: a course which many hon. members would be apt
done if we had any a.ct overriding 1t. The truth was, to follow. If Mr. Ireland could be returned
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without any new election, then there might be
some show of reason for allowing- the matter to be
decided by the Committee of Elections and Qllalitications, but the consequence of that committee
reporting unfavourably to Mr. Rutledge would he
the declaration that the seat wu vacant. The
committee had no power to seat Mr. Ireland.
What was the use, then, of referring that to a
con.mittee which was already decided? All
that the commi ~tee could report would be
that Mr. Rutledge was not duly elected,
and what was the use of waiting for that?
He .would proceed to show that the commitlee
had no power to do more than declare that a new
election must take place, and he inferred from
the fact that Mr. Rutledge had resigned already,
that he felt that he could not defend his seat.
The whole question depended on the 67th and
70th clauses of the Electoral Act; but the 67th
clause was the one most material. It said,
" Every such committee shall determine finally
on all questions referred to it; and if any such
committee shall dtltermine and report to the
Council or Assembly that a person was not duly
elected who was returned as elected by the returning officer, any person so declared to be not
duly elected shall cease to be a member of the
said Council or A!1sembly, as the case may be;
and if such committee shall determine and report
any person to have been duly elected who was not
returned hy the returning-officer, the person so
declared shall be sworn a member of the said Council or Assembly, as the case may be, and shall,
upon making the declara IOn required by law all
to his qualification, take his spat accordingly."
This part of the clause provided for cases, as, for
instance, where the numbers of votes had been
wrongly added up, and the wrong person declared
to have the majori'Y. This was, of ('ourse, not
the ground on which the present petition rested.
The latter portion of the quotation merely rectified
any mistakes made in adding up the votes by
giving the committee power 10 declare that the
person who really had the majl)rity was really
elected. The next thing' the clause did was to
provide that such committee should declare any
election to be wholly void, or that the sitting member was unqualified or disqualified. The clause
ran thus :-" And if any such committee shall
declare any election to be wholly void, or shall declare any sitting member to be unqualified or disqualified, the President, in the event of the vacancy
occurring in the Council, shall notify the fact tothe
Governor, who shall issue a new writ for the hold·
in~ of another election, and the Speaker, in the
event of the vacancy occurring in the ASlJembly,
shall issue a new writ for the holding of ano her
election, and the person thereafter elected and
duly returned. shall be the member for the pr~
vince or district, as the case may he, for which
Iluch writ shall have been i!lsued, and if any such
committee shall come to any such resolution other
than the determination above-mentioned, such
committee shall, and IS hereby required to report
the same to the Council or ASSEmbly, as the case
may be, for its opinion and decision, a.t the same
time informing the said Council or Assembly of
such resolution; and it shall be lawful for the
said Council or Assembly, as the case may be, to
confirm or re~cind any such resolutioI1, and make
such order thereon as to the lIaid IIouse shall
seem proper." TJ!.ere was a case in point to whicn
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he would allude, namely, the election for West
Bourke, which w~ held to be vac&nt because a
number of votes had been taken outside 1he
boundaries of the polling district. But then
came the next great question for consideration
contained in the words, H declare a.ny sitting
member to be unqualified or di~qualified."
It would be seen that two things were
pointed out-un qualification and disqualification-to the first of which also it would be !leen
that the 70. h claUl'!e avplied. What followed?
Why, .. that the Speaker, in the event of the
vacancy occurring in the Assembly, shall issue a
new writ." It dJd not say that any other perllon
wa'! to be declared 9ntitled to sit, but that the
Speaker was to is!1ue a wnt for a new election;
and the clause provided that in only one clLSe
should a person be declared to be the Sitting
member who was not declared by the returningofficer to be so. The 67th clause was to Rome
extent modified by the 70th clause, which was
as follows :-" No election shall be held Toid
in consequence of anyone or more candidates being returned duly elected who shall
by such committee be declared to have bp en unqualified at the time of such election, although
no notice of such want of' qualification shall
have been given to the electors at the time
of the election, and the person or persons
having the next greatest number of votes
shall be declared duly elected."
What
was the meaning of H unqualified ?"
Perhaps hon. members would think that a Government contractor came within those words, but
that was not the meaning; for hon. members
would remember that the 67th clause clearly
distmguiRhed between unqualified and disqualified.
Well, what did "unqualified" m~an?
Clearly a want of qualification, i.e., the qualification which existed at the time the Constitution
Act was passed, and which was now in existence
with respect to members of Council, and might
also refer to o' her qualifications, such as that of
being a British subject. At all events, the
clauRe drew a very wide distinction bel ween disqualification and want of qualifica ion; for it
was only in the event of the person having
a majority being unqualified that the other
candidate could be declared duly elected. It was
idle under such circumstances to refer the matter
to the Committee of Elections and Qualifications.
What was the use of going throul!h that farce,
when only one issue could possibly come? Now,
he would draw attention to another part of the
subject. The disqualification arose under the
4th section of the Officials in Parliament Act,
which was as follows :-" No person who shall,
either directly or indirectly, be concerned or interested in any bargain or contract entered into
by or on behalf ot Her Majesty, or who shall participate or claim, or be entitled to participate,
either directly or indirectly, in the profit thHeof.
or in any benefit or emolument arising from
the same, shall sit or vote in the said Council
or Assembly, and the election of any such
p~rson to be a member of either of the said
Houses shall be absolutely null and void. "
Now, this section, if nothing else were required,
showed what was the use and meaning of the
word" member." It might pos!1ibly be argued.
that the section did Dot apply to Mr. Rutledge
because he was not a member; but here were
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the very words, "tbe election of any such person to be a member of either of the said
Houses ;., so tbat he was a member, and if be
took a. seat, he would be a sitting member. lie
would be member de facto, thougb, if the Committee of Electious and Qualifications decided
that tbe objections set forth in the petition were
correct, he would not be member de jure. He
would now, in conclusion, recapitulate his argu·
ments. He had argued first, that in England
there was no Parliamentary practice, but only a
ullage on the paft of the Crown, 80 that it could
not. be contended that there was any analogy to be drawn between the two cases.
Even if the practice at home were analogous, the
words of the Constitution Act here were so
plainly expressed upon the point that it must be
seen that the only duty the Speaker had to perform was to issue his writ. Further, he had
proved t hat, on grounds of policy, setting aside
the lelZal consirlerat ions, no possible advantage
could be gained by referring the matter to the
Committee of Elections and Qualifications, se€ing
that the result of their report must be unfav01:lrable to Mr. Rutledge, and declare his seat vacant.
It was of no use going through that form, which
would be only incurring a great expense for no
end; and he should conclude by again moving
that the Hpeaker do issue his writ for the election
of a new member for ViIliers and Heytesbury.
Mr. GRANT W8.8 quite sure the hon. and
learned member who had just sat down would
feel 8.8 he did. That hon. member and himself
(Mr. Grant) were taken completely by surprise.
(Mr. Heales.-HHear, hear.") He thought that
hon. and learned member would al~o feel that
it W8.8 scarcely fair to himself, to the learned
gentleman interested 8.8 petitioner to be declared
the sit.ting member, or to the other bono members
of that House not also memt::ers of the legal profession, to have the questlOn decided on the spur
of the moment. (Mr. 8ervice.-" Hear, hear.")
He hoped, therefore, that the bOD. and learned
member for the Ovens would, from a sense of
justice, either withdraw his motion (" Ob, oh"),
or allow the debate to be adjourned till a future
occasion.
Mr. WOOD had no objection to adjourn the
debate; and, if an adjournment to Tuesday W8.8
all thaT. was asked for, and a clear understan~ing
W8.8 arrived at that the Committee of Elections
and Qualifications, which was to meet on the
following cia", did not bke any steps to prejudiCe
the Platter, he had no objectIOn to allow the bono
member 'Illle to look into the law of the matter.
The petition he had presented had only been
placed in his hands at a latA hour on the previous
evening, and too late for him to have done anything then. If the hon. member could sugj!est
any means by which the meeting of the Committt-8 of Elections and Qualifi(:ations could be made
to stand over, he was quite willing to postpone the
question.
Mr. GRANT had no power whatever over' he
Committee· of Elections and Qualifications, and
was, tbere:ore, not in a position to give the hon.
member the guarantee he required; but he
apprehended that, if the hon. member's arguments
were correct, the decision of that committee need
not .,tand in ,he way, for it could not a,mount to
anytbing. (Mr. Heales.-" Hear, hear.") He
apprthended, ah!o, however, that the hon. and
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learned gentleman had started on false premises.
(Mr. Snodgrass. - "Hear. hear.") He had started
on an a8llumption he had no right to make, whicn
was, that there was a seat vacant at all, or had
been renden-d vacant by the letter of resignation
by Mr. Ru!ledge, which had been read to the
House. (He (Mr. Grant) contended that the
seat in question never had been filled by Mr.
Rutledge (cheers from the Ministerial benches),
and that it wa.'l, in fact, at 'Present filled by Mr.
Ireland, who only desired the declaration of the
Committee of Elections and Qualifications to that
effect. If such was the case, Mr. Rutledge had
clearly no right to resilln, and the whole question
turned on that. The questlOn to be decided by
the Committee of ElectIOns and Qualifications was,
whether Mr. Rutledge had anything to resign?
and how, he would ask, did the hon. and learned
member get over that fact? Did that hon. member intend to take the decision of that committee
on that fact or not? The hon. an1learned member had been simply anticipating the decision- of
the committee, which W8.8 a position, he was Bure,
that hon. member did not desire to take up.
His (Mr. Grant's) argument was, that Mr.
Rutledge W8.8 a nonentity, and that all votes
given for that gentlema.n were thrown away;
not that he was unqualified or disqualified,
but that he was a nonentity ; ~o that the Committee of Election8and Qualifications must come to
the conclusion that the seat W8.8 properly filled by
Mr. Ireland. He did not want the decision of
the House at all on that point, neither yes nor
no, believlDll that hon. members ought to leave it
aI, ogether t·o the Committee of Elections and
Qualifications. The hon. and learned member
had called attention to clause 23 of the Constitution Act, and b8.8ed his a~uments on it; but
had he not, in so doing, begged the whole question? The hon. member considered that Mr.
Rutledl!e W8.8 disqualified under the 4th section of
the Officials in Parliament BIll; but he (Mr.
Grant) contended that the alleged disqualification would not be caused by that sectIOn, but
by the 25th section of the Constitution Act.
Mr. WOOD.-That is repealed. (A laugh.,
Mr. uRANT. - That section W8.8 incorporated - Mr. MARTLEY.-It is repealed-it is distinctly repealed. (A laugh from the Ministerial
bellches.)
Mr. GRANT would say that the 25th section
W8.8, though repealed, to all inteJlts and purp~es
incorporated with the Officials in Parliament Bill,
and the one could not be read without the other.
(U Oh, oh.") Well, that W8.8 his argument. If
hon. memherslwould puta rea! onable constrl ction
on the 4th section of the Officials in Parliament Bill, they must consider it with the particula.r section of the Constitution Act which it
repealed. Taking that view of the ca.se, it appeared to him tha.t the position taken up by Mr.
Ireland deserved consideration before a properlyconstituted tribunal, and one which W8.8 free
from all party prej udices. The hon. and learned
memher appeared to assume that tbe decision of
the Committee of Elt'ctions and Qualifications
must be adversetollr. Ireland; but he(Mr. Grant)
denied that that mU8t necessarily be the C8.8e.
(Mr. fJealell.-'· Hear, hear.") He apprehended
that the letter from Mr. Rutledge W8.8 an admission of the tru~h upon which .Mr. Irdand's pe-
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tHion had been based, and he could look on it in
no other lillht. H& defied any other hon. member candidly to put 8.Oy <Kher· construction
on it than the one he had put-that it
was something like a shufile to get out of the
matter, and a manmuvre to avoid the pains and
penalties which a gentleman found disqualified by
the committee would incur. The hon. member
contended that if the Elections and Qualifications
Commi tee found that Mr. Rutledj/'e was not
qualified, there must be a new election. That,
however, he (Mr. Grant) disputed. The hon.
member quoted the 67th and 70"h sections of the
Electoral Act in support of his argument, but be
apprehended that tile House.had a perfect right,
upon the finding of that coRlmittee---or «ithout
their finding, if necessary-to declare Mr. Ireland
to be duly elecred for Villiers and Heytesbury.
(Hear.) lie believed he was right in his recolleetion, when he faid that that was the very po~ition
assumed by the hon. member for MaldOll and
other hon. members on that side of the House,
whe.n the seat of the member for Castlemaine, Mr.
Chapman, was under consideration. Hon. members might correct him if he was wrong, but he
maintained that the position of that gentleman
was, that the House, without reference to any
committee, could declare whether any hon.
gentleman was a member of that House
or not. His opinion, with reference to the
67th and 70th clauses, was, that jf the
Elections Regulations A.ct did not contemplate the present case, the House could go
back to the Constitution Act. By that act, according to the argument of the hon. member for
Beechworth, the House had only delegated cer·
tain powers to the committee, and, therefore,
those powers not delega.ted remained with the
House. If hon. mempers were of opinion that
the allega.tions of Mr. Ireland were true, and the
letter of Mr. Rutledge was an admission that
they were, then they could declare Mr. Ireland
to be the sittinjl; member. (Hear, hear.) If it
came to a questio~ of that kind, that wC'uld be
the course to take; but he did not think it
would be wise or judicious to decide the case,
as it had been referred to the Elections Committee. Be thought, under the circum~tances,
therefore, that thEl motion of the hon. member
should be negatived until the report of the committee was brought up. (Hear, hear.)
Mr. PYKE was 841rry that a question like the
present should be discussed in that HouRe ; but
he trusttd that it would not btl allowed to bias any
members of the committee in the deci"ion at
which tht:y might arrive. He could not understand how any steps taken by Mr. Irelancl could
be dt:feated by the action of Mr. Rutledge. It
was not his intention, however, to take any part
in the debate, and as he considered it would be
indecorous for him, as a membf'r of the committee, to vote on the question, he should retire
from the House.
(The bono memoor then left the House.)
Mr. SNODGRA88 moved, as an amendment, that the letter received from Mr. Rutledl!e
be referred to the ElectionR and Qualifications
Committee, as he conSidered the House should not
perform the functions delegated to that committee, aDd that the letler from Mr. Rutledge did
not affect the question as it at present stood.
Dr. EV ANtJ said it was not his intention to
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enter at any length into the discussion which had
taken place, as he merely wished to refer to the
extraordinary remarks and doctrine laid down by
hill hon. and learned colleague on the Treasury
bencheR, who had endeavoured to demonstrate
something to prove that because a clause in an
act of Parliament was repealed, and something
like it was enacted in a subsequent act, that,
therefore, the repealed clause was to be revivec1
from time to time, in order to be read with the
subsequent act. He did not understand that
great doctrine (hear, hear), and he believed the
hon. member himself had not succeeded in conveying to the House what he intended to say,
but had in his ard~ur, when he rose, overlooked.
the fact that the clause he intended to rely upon
had been repealed. It was certainly true that
something like it had been re· enacted in
the Officials in Parliament Bill, but the
same words were not used-there were differences in phraseology, 8.Od some dift'erenCt's
remarkable in themselves, and which might
lead to different inferences. He (Dr. Evans)
wished to point out that in 'the 67th clause
of the Electoral Act there were strong words
in regard to members disqualified from election, and he would draw attention to the difference between the words "unqualified" and" disThe former word appeared to be used
q uahfied.
with regard to the property qualification, in
the old council, end in another clause a member
was disqualified if he was a Government contractor, &c. He conceived that the Legislature
had good reason for drawing that distinction;
for although, under the old law, when there was
a property qualification of £2,000 required, it was
not until the last moment, when a member
appeared at the table of the 110use to take the
oaths, that he had to swear to the paper containing his qualification, until then it was impossible to say whether or not he wa.s qualified. In
thff other case, the disqualification must exist
before the election itself. There must be evidence that a person was disqualified before his
election; so that, in one case, the nature
of the evidence was negative, and, in
the other, positive.
When a man was !Po
Government contractor, there was the evidence of the Gazette, and he was disqualili",d
before election. In the case where 8. man fIloiled
at the last moment to put in a property qualification, he was in the position of one who
had not been a candidate, and the law
provid€d that the candidate whose name was
next on the hst should be the sitting' mem-,
ber ; but where a member was disqualfied, the
law said that the election should be declared
null and void. It would thus be seen that there
was a dlSl inction between the two cases. Under
all the circumstances, he thought-and here
he differed from the hon. member for
Beechworth - that, as the Legislature had
provided a. proper tribunal for the trial of
such cues, and as it appeared that one hon.
gentleman had applied to that tribunal, a.nd as
the j1;entleman wholle name appeared on the writ
had resigned his seat, there would be something
like inddica.cy in the House interfering with the
ordinary procedure of its own appointed tribunal,
and intercepting the process of justice. He
hoped, therefore, that the hon. and learned
membtlr would wLhdraw his motion, after haviug
II
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put the facts before the House so clearly, a.nd
allow the matter to proceed in the ordmary
course.
Mr. MARTLEY, although feeling the delicacy
that prompred the hon. member for Castlemaine
to leave the House, and being a member of the
Elections and Q'lahfications Committee, thought
that, as a meml>er of a judicial body that sat in
open court, he was not debarred from expressing
an opinion on the present occasion as a memher
of the House. At the sa.me time he did not
intend to touch upon the facts of the case,
namely-first, the resignation of Mr. Rutledge;
and secondly, the consequences of such disqualification. He should merf'ly submit to the
House his view of the 23rd section of the
Constitution Act.
Should the amendment
of the hon. member for Dalhousie be
adopted, the committee would be in a sta.te of
peculiar dIfficulty; for, assuming that they were
to decide in favour of the construction put by
the hon. member for Beechworth on the 23rd
section, the House would be delegating a dut.y
which it should fulfil itself, and which would
render all the objects of the committee nugatory;
for if it were declared that the seat had become
vacant immediately upon the receipt of the letter
from Mr. Rutledge, then there would be no business before the committee, as there would be no
sitting member or opposing candidate.
Mr. GRANT rose to order, and ;vished to have
the opinion of the Speaker, whether the hon.
member had any right to express such decidedly
strong opinions one way or the other on the
subject, considering that he was a member of the
official body before which the question would
ha"e to be I::rought? That hon. gentleman was
on his oath to administer justice between the
parties; and he (Mr. Grant) would ask, therefore, whether the hon. member was in order?
The SPEAKER said it was not a question of
order, as every hon. member had a right to take
part in any discussion before the House. The
fact of his being a. member of a f'ommittee did
not say that he was bound to take part in the
proceedings of the commit tee, although he was
bound to be present a.t all the tlittings.
Mr. MAR'fLEY trus'ed that there was nothing intemperate in the remarks he had made.
He believed that, as a member of that HouRe, it
was his duty to be present, and vote on all occasions, except in cases in which he was personally
interested. (Hear, hear.) He had said that he
should not refer to the factR-he had limited
himself to the am· ndment proposed by the hon.
member for Dalhousie; and he had endeavoured
to show that if the quest.ion were decided, all
the labours of the committee would be lost.
H the committee decided that Mr. Rutledge, as
a member of the House, had resi!!ned his seat,
then there would be neither petitioning candidate
nor sitting member. The hon. memher for Avoca
had spoken of Mr. Rutledge as a nonentity, and
had endeavoured to get over the difficulty by
saying that he was not a member; but he did not
see how the hon. member could support that
view; because, if ~r. Rutledgewas not a member
he could not sit or vote, whereas he apprehended
if a writ was returned with the name of a person
on it, that person was a member to all intents
and purposes, and the Speaker could not refuse
to allow him to ta.ke his seat. The hon. member
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for the Avoca had referred to an opinion expressed
by him (Mr. Martley) on a former occ~8ion, in regard to another hon. member. He had then put
forward an opinion based upon the Imperial
act; but, with one solitary exception, that
of Colonel Luttrell, the member for Middlesex, he did not know of any instance where
Parliament had taken upon itself to unseat a
man. It was not usual to argue upon repealed
acts, as it was considerpd thM the fact of their
being repealed proved that they were bad. With
respect to the observa.tions of the hon. member
as to its being perfectly plain that the letter
received was an admission of the allegations contained in the petition, he would say, if such was
the case, thp. spat beca.me vacant.
Mr. PRJ<JNDERGAST, like the hOD. member
who had just sat down. had the h,.,nour to be a
member of the Elections and Quahfications Committee.
He had, however, considered it his
duty not to form any opinion until the evidence
had come before the committee, and he therefore should not occupy the time of the House
with any remarks, except to say that no individual member of the House ought to express an
opinion on a subject on which he was called upon
to judge, any more than a person outside the
walls of that House. (Ilear, hear.)
The hon. member then left the House.
Mr. GREEVES said he was not a member of
the committee, and therefore the objection alluded
to would not apply to him. It appeared to him that
the question before the House was very narrow ; it
was, whether the House could receive the resignation? And that gave rist' to the question,
whether Mr. Rutledge was a member? for if
not, the resi~nation could not be received.
There could be no doubt. that if the committee
were to report that Mr. Rutledge was disqualified, the House had no option in
rhe matter; but the queRtion arose, was Mr.
Rutledge in a position to resIgn? If not, his letter
must go to the committee; but if that letter be
legal, the effect would be the same as if the
resignation was received, or the committee de·
cided that he was disqualified. The 67th clause
said that any person who had been declared to
be disqualified ceased to be a member of that
House; but he maintained that lIr. Rutledge
was a member, and thus had a right to send
in his resignJ-tion. lIe would refer to the
petition itf'elf, the prayer of which WI\!I
one that the House could not grant, and
the CommIttee of Elections and Qualifications would be bound to report accordingly.
So much for the petition itself. It was quite
pOf'lsible that a person might be put in nomination. and elected, without his consent to btlcome
a candidate having heen obtained; and in such a
case, would it be reasonable that the candidate
so returned should be uragged before a committee under such circumstances? Applying
such a view to the present case, he thought that,
both in la.w and in equity, the motion should be
agreed to.
Mr. STEPHEN urged the propriety of leaving
the whole case to the aetion of the committee.
If the writ was issued immediately, there would
undoubtedly be a clashing of authorities if the
committee should report that Mr. Rutledge had
been duly elected for Villiers and Heytesbury.
M~·. WOOD said, if no other IDcmberwished to
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address the House, he would say a few words in
addition to wha' he had previously lIaid, when
Mr. O'SHAYASSY said he would take the
opportunity of saying that he had not expected a
discussion on the question, and was not present
at the commencement of the debate, and there·
fore he had not heard the views of the hon.
member for Beechworth (~r. Wood) on the
subject. But from what he had heard, and from
the conflicting nature of the opinions expressed by
the gentlemen ,)f the law present, he dId not see
that the Hou"e was in a pOl'ition to see plainly what
were the actual bearings of the question. The whole
discussion appeared to have been on the abstract
illsue raised; but he looked upon the question
from a broadpr point of view. The facts were
that two gentlemen contested the {'Iection, and
one of them was returned. That candidate was
not properly qua.lified to represent the consti uency who elected him. The other, the
defeated candidate, petitioned for the interference
of that, House, and the whole matter had been
referred to a properly-qualified committee. In
the mean time, the successful gentleman haci not
taken his seat; a.nd now they found him sending
in his resignation. In that fact, he thought they
had before them at least good prima facie evidence
that the successful candIdate was perfectly aware
that he was disqualified, and had been so at the
time of the elf'ction. And certainly, if he a.llowed
himself to be put forward, well knowing that he
could not sit, his conduct had been the reverse of
commendable. If the succesRful candidate had
been of the opinion that he was qualified to sit, it
appeared to hill! (Mr. O'Shanassy) that he would
have taken the oaths and his sea.t in that House.
The fact that he had not done so clearly showed,
to his thinking, that the gentleman in question
understood that he was di~qualitied. The hon. member for Beechworth had, no dou ,t, a right to bring
up that qnestion wlthout notice, but they, as
members, had a.180 the right not to be hurried into
a hasty decision of a question of that kind, and
in connexion with which ab~tract points of law
had been raised. He was of opinion rhat the
question should be left to be dealt with by the
committee which had been appointed to consider
it.
Mr. EMBLING thought they had DO right to
assume that Mr. Rutledge had nut taken his seat
for any covert purpose. They had DO righr. to
take that view of the case at all, and he dId not
see why they should not iSRue the writ for another
election. It would probably not have been forgotten that some time ago he had moved for leave
to brin!! in a bill to prevent the occurrence of just
such cases as that which had come upon them,
and perhapR it would new be seen that the possession of a bill of the nature of that which he had
desired to introduce would have been an advantage. It was quite probable that Mr. RutIedge
bad been put up as a ca.ndidate without his consent
at all; and, therefore, it would be unjust to hold
that he had allowed him~e1f to be put in nomination and returned, knowing at the same time
that he was not qualified to take a seat in that
House.
l\lr. HEALES said that in the few remarks he had to make, he would be
under the necessi y of following in the
wake of the hon. member for Kilmore. The questiun had been discussed chit fly as a point of
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law, but there were &1£10 certain principles involved. The hon. member for Collingwood ha.d
fa.llen into a mista.ke in his remarks, and in the
course he had taken. In point of fact, the question was now really beyond the rule of hon. members in that House. When the suhject was first
introduced in the House, it had been referred to
a select committee appointed to Illvestijrate the
poi .. ts raised in the Attorney-General's petition.
It was in the hands of that committee now, and
there it ou!!ht to- be left. It was true enough
that the lIouse might have dealt with the question in some such manner as had been proposed
by the hon. member for Bee:Jhworth, before referring it to the committee. But such a course
had not been adopted, and he did not think that
any good reason had been given why the House
should now undo what they had done, and take
the matter out of the bands of the committee.
It appeared to him tha.t if writs were to be issued
in the way proposed in that case, constituencies
might go on for any length of 1ime returning disqualified members, and there might be no limit
to the evil. In the present c~e, be knew that
Mr. Rutledl{e was aware, at the time that he
contested Villiers and Heytpsbury with Mr.
Ireland, that he was dlsqllalitied to sit, and this
resignation of hill was sent in to avoid the
penalties. (" No, no.") He did believe that
such was the case, and he was of opinion that if
Mr. Rutladge had not been aware that he was
disqualified he would not have sent in his resignation at all, for he (Mr. Ht'ales) thought that the
House would neTer consent to sacrifice any man
who mi:rht be brough, bafor., them in a case of
that kind, if it wall true that the person petitioned
against was really not aware that any disqualification existed on hill part.
But the fact
of the case wall just this: it was found
impossible to get another candidate who could
hope to defeat Mr. Ireland to stand, and, therefore, Mr. Rutllidge had been put for\\'ard as a
sham candidate, a.nd because, from his local influence, he could poll more Totes than the
Attorney-General, and the sham had been carried
out up to the present moment. If these sham
elections were to be allowed to go on, he could
tell the HOURS that the £20,000 voted for electioneering expemell would faU far f'hort of the
requirement~. The House, he thought, should
undouhtedly leave the present question to the
decision of the committee, the more especially
as it was quite clear that it could not be settled in that House apart from party spirit, whatever might be the result of the division, and he
was only saying what musl be apparent to every
one present, when he said that a good d{'al of
party spuit had been already displayed in discussing the question.
Mr. WOOD said the Chief Secretary had no
ri!!ht to aCCURe hon. members of displaying party
spirit, since the fact was that no party spirit had
been displayed until he (the Chief Secretary) ha.d
spoken.
Mr. IIEALES said he had not accused any
hon. member of displaying party lipirit. He had
merely said that parlY spirit had been displayed
in the courRe of the dlscu~sion.
Mr. WOOD maintained that the Chief Secretary had made the accusation against hon.
memberll.
Mr. ~'RANCIS said he had reason to believe
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that Mr. Rutledge was not aware at the time of
the election that. he was dil!qualified to 8it. That
gentlama.n had told him (Mr. Francis) that hls
disqualification la.y in a small contract, entered int.o by the firm of which he was a. member,
the existence of which he had entirely forgotten.
Nor did he {Mr. Fra.ncis} think it was unlikely
that such should be the case. Mr. Rutledge was
engaged in very la.rge contracts, and it was quite
reasonable to believe that so small a contract as
that he referred to might have escaped his (Mr.
Rutledge's) memory.
Mr. HEALB~ said he waR rather surprised to
hear such a. statement as that wbich had just
been made by Mr. Francis, be<lause tile fa.ct was
tha.t Mr. Rutledge had made a very different
statement to him within the last ten minutes.
Mr. GREEVES sa.id that hitberto the discussion had been confined to a.n abstra.ct question of
law, and h .. did not at all Bee the necesslty for
the importation of a new element into it on the
part of the Chief Secretary.
Mr. HEALES thought tha.t the hon. member
might at least sit quietly, and bear the new
element which was being intreduced ; and witb reference t.o what he had been going on to say when
he WIlo8 interrupted, he knew perfectly well that
Mr. Rutledge was a Government contra.ctor, and
not only 80, but a contractor under three diff"rent
departments, and within the laSt two days hEl had
hlmself applied to be rele&!led from two of his
contract8 in his (the Chitf Secretary's) own department. He (Mr. Heales) could hardly reconcile these facWi with the statement which had
been advanced on behalf of Mr. Rutledg-e. The
t.ruth 97as, that the candida.ture of Mr. Ru' ledge
was 8. sha.m, a.nd a !!ham which ha.d been persisted
in to the last moment. But, as he had said, if
elllctio08 were to be allowed to be managed in
that way, there might, be frequent cases such as
t.he present. Any ma.n, for any party purpo!!e,
milrht get, himself returned in t hat manner from
time to time as it suited hill and his party's pur·
pose. He certainly thought that the hetter pla.n
was to leave this case t.o the decision of the
committee which had been already appointed to
in 1< estigate it.
Mr. HAINES did not wish to o:}cupy the time
()f the House, but he would remark that he found
great difficulty in coming to a proper conclusion
aB to the merits of the case.
He bad been consulting the act which ba.d been quoted on tbe
subject; but it a.ppeared to him that the law
was silent wlth rel!&rd to such cases as the present. Apart from the point of law, however,
there was no doubt in his mind as to what ought
to be done in the case. It ought, undoubtedly,
to be referred to the committee, who would deal
with it fairly and diRpassionately; and it was impossible to think that the House could now do
80. So much party spirit had boon dragl!ed into
the discu88ion as to make it quite clear tha.t the
House could not dea.l with the caRe except &s a.
party queSTion. lie would, therefore, certainly
.give his vote for referring it to the comml'tee.
Mr. GRAY had not bet'D present, and
therefore had not the advantage of hearing on what grounds the question ha.d been
discusRed; but, on rfierril'lg to May's Parlia'1nentary Practice, he found tha.t the practice of
the English Parliament was to refuse to permit a
member to resign his seat wht!n pt!titioned
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against, and he instanced several casea in P.,Oint.
In the present case, he maintained that If the
House agreed to the motion of the hon. member
for Beechworth, it would be an improper decision
to arrive at, and it would be a rema.rkably easy
wa.y of letting Mr. Rutledge slip out of his
difficulty.
Mr. WOOD regretted that personal ma.tters
had been dragged into the discussion; but;
he was quite justified in saying that until
the Chief Secretary spoke, there had been
no personality; and he of a.ll men should
have bepn the last to introduce personalities. The hon. member for Richmond stated that
Mr. Rutledge was not aware at the time of the
election of the existence of a particular contract,
and, therefore, of his di(lqua.lification to sit if
returned. He believed tha.t this might well be
the case. Mr. Rutledge had entered into two large
contra.cts, wbich he had subsequeRtly assigned
a.way ; and it W&8 not so surprising that he should
have forgotten the existence of the small contract
referred to by the hon. member for Richmond;
and, if that was admitted, there was no difficulty in understa.nding that Mr. Rutledge was
ju~tified in believing himself to be a. bonli fide
ca.ndidate at the election. It had been sa.id that
he was put up as asham candidate, but even if such
was the case they had nothmg to do with that.
The hon. member for Kilmore had said tha.t by
his letter of resignation Mr. Rutledl1:e had 'Virtua.llyadmitted hls dillqualification. Well, supposing
tha.t were so, what could the committee do?
They could only report to the House that the
seat was vacant.
Mr. O'SIIANASSY -But the issuing of a
new writ might just lead to another case of the
same kind.
Mr. WOOD.-Certainly; if they issued a new
writ, Mr. Rutledge could stand again.
Mr. O'SHANASSY.-If the committee declared the other candida.te duly elected, he could
not do so.
Mr. WOOD.-With reference to what ha.d
fallen from the hon. member for Ma.ryborough,
he thought the House ha.d been treated to a burst
of indignation to little purpose. In wha.t he had
said, the hon. member had only shuwn an inability
to undershnd ,a. distinction extraordinary in a.
la.wyer. It appeared to him that the course the
House should adopt was to issue the writ, and
then let the committee decide the abf\tract que!!tioll involved. (La.ughter.) With re(lpect to
what had fallen from the hOD. member for
Rodney, he would only say that to the opinion
which he had expre8s~d comparatively little importance could a.ttach, since his opinions on most
points Wf're g-enerally remarkably fallacious.
Mr. GR ~ Y rONe to a point of order.
Mr. WOOD.-You haTe not risen to a. point
of order. To come back to the question, be
maintained that Mr. Rutled~e Wail a member de
facto, and, as such, might resIgn 1108 be had done.
He urged upon th" HOllle that it would be much
better to deal with 'he qUWltion then than to
send it before a eommittll8, beoa.u.ae the committee, he thoagM, would ba.ve difficulty in
deal1ng wi,h the point of law; but, at [he i&me
time, he W311 in rh" handa of the Speaker,
and if the Honlle fih no doubt &11 to the point
oi law, he would hay .. no ot1ection, so far as he
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WII.8 concerned, to let the ma.tter go into the
POSTAL ARRANGEMENTS AT CASTLEMAINE.
hunds of the committee.
In reply to a question put by Mr. AMSINCK (in
The SPEAKER then put the question to the the absence of Dr. Macadam),
House, when the amendment was agreed to.
Mr. LOADIliR saId that inquiries would be
made as to whet.her a receiving· box could be
MELBOURNE AND ESSENDON RAILWAY ACT
established in the northern part of CaRtlemaine,
AMENDMENT BILL.
Mr. GREEVES gave notice that, on the third without any additional cost to the office. Tile
propriety
of keeping open the Posl-office and
reading of this bill, he should move the omillsion
of all words after" branch railway" in the 4th the receiving-boxes at that town until a later
hour than at preRent had been considered by the
clause.
departmenr., and it was found that it would be
Mr. GRANT intimated that, at the same time, inconvenient to authorize the step, particularly
he should move the addition of one or two new as it could not be done wit.hout adait.ional exclause&.
pense.
PRINTING COMMITl'EE.
PAPERS.
Mr. M'LELLAN brought up the 13th progress
Mr. BROOKE laid on the table a proclamation,
report of the Printing CommIttee.
by the Governor in Council, of St. Kilda as a
A CAVALRY CORPS FOR BALLARAT.
town; &1'10, the proclamation of a town common
Mr. SERVICE gave notice that, on Tuesday, at St. Kilda.
he should ask, whether th!<re would be any
Mr. GRANT produced copies of documentR
objection on the pa.rt of the Government ta the relatmg to the appointment of Mr. Knight, as
establishment of a cavalry corps for Ballarat and architect to the HouRes of Parliament, and
the surrounding dilStrict; and, if not! the con- copies of correspondence which had taken place
diriJns on which such a corps could be esta- between that gentlema,n and former Governments
blished?
as to compensation for loss of office. (Prepared
THE " TEREDO NAVALIS."
pursuant to motion made by Mr. King.)
Mr. PYKE asked the Commissioner of Trade
Mr. BROOKE laid on the table an inventory of
and Customs, whether he had any objection
to produce the rl'port of the chief harbour- all instruments, apparatus, and survey equipmaster respecting the teredo Tlavali8, and its ment belonging to the Government in the Department of Lands and Survey. (Productld pureffects upon timber in Hobson's Bay?
suant to motion of Mr. Greeves.)
Mr. LOADER said he ha.d much pleasure in
ST. KILDA AND BRIGHTON RAILWAY ACT
laying the report upon the table. (Hear, hear.)
EXTENSION BILL.
THE ABORIGINAL POPULATION.
'rhe report from the committee on this bill
Mr. GILLESPIE inquired, whether the central board rectlntly appointed to take charge of was brought up, and laid OB the table.
the aboriginal population ha.d expressed any
PHILIP ISLAND.
opinion 011 the m&dequacy of the sum on the
Mr. L. L. SMITH presented a petition from
Estimates at the disposal of the board for tbe
upwards of 500 agriculturists, praying the House
present yea.r ?
Mr. BROOKE said the board had expressed to reconSIder its decision with reg..rd to th~ survey
of this island.
such an o",inion, which he be\!ged to lay on the
table, for the information of the House.
THE CULTIVATION OF COTTON.
TELEGRAPHING 0)' THE ENGLISH MAlL
Mr. BROOKE said, in pursuance of the sugSTEAMERS.
gestion recelltly made by the member for Ripon,
Mr. JOllNSTON &l!ked, whether instruc!ions that inquiries should be made as to the facilititlll
had been l.sued to the telegraph station-masters which the colony afforded for the cultivation of
throughout the colony that they were not to cotton, he be~ged to inform the House that he
aflord any information to the p'ublic relative to h:w communicated with Dr. Mueller, the Governthe arrival of the English mall steamers? lIe ment botanist, with the view of ascertaining that
put the question because, when passing a tele- gentleman's opinion on the subject. In reply to
graph atatwn up-country the other day, he a"ked his inquiries, Dr. Mueller had addreutld to him a
whether tAe English mall had arrive<l; and the letter, which he had much pleasure in now laying
answer of the station-master was, that he was not on the table.
allowed to give any mformation relating to shipTHE WATER SUPPLY RESOLUTIONS.
ping intellgence.
Mr. FRANCIS gave notice' that, on Tuesday
Mr. L01DER observed that the only instruction iuuec to the station-masters was that ship- he would move that the further coDsideratlOD
pmg intelI-gence was not to be delivered free in these resolutions should take preOtldenll8 of all
future. Vith regard to the arrival of the Eng- other business.
li8h mail lteamers, it was the intention of the
A BRIDGE OVER THE BARWON AT NEWTOWN.
GovernmEnt, as be had before announced, to
Mr. FOOTT intimated that, on Friday, he
give this information throu!!hout the country,
and instnctions to that effect had now been should wove a resolution, with the view to place
issued. Be believed tbat at the time referred on the Supplementary EstImates for 1861 the
to by the nemberfor Sr.. Kilda the station-master sum of £1,000, towards the erection of a bridge
did his dlty in declining to give the informa- over the Ba.rwon River, at the end of the Aleltion.
bourne·road, Ntlwt.own.
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VOTES I~ SUPPLY.
tender. Now, jf the member for Castlemaine
Mr. VERDON.-Mr. Speaker, I desire to in- could sbow bvfactsand evidence thatamint would
form the House that I propose, to-morrow, to benetitthis counlry, he (Mr. O'Shanas~y) would go
t.ake the vote for municipalities; and, on Tues- with him; but he did not think the House should
day, to aRk the Committee of Supply to conllirJer be asked blmdly to assent 10 the establishment of
the vote,or charitable institutions. (Mr. O'Sha- a mint, which would cost £50,000 at the out~et,
nusy.-" Hear, hear.")
and entail the expenditure of something hke
£12,000 or £15,000 a year in the maintenances of
THE MINT QUESTION.
officers. Before rommitting themselves to such
an expenditure they should be satisfied that they
Mr. PYKE movedH That the address to Her Majesty, prayin~ for
would j1!et someLhing in return. They should not
the e~tablishment in Victoria of a branch of the take such a step merely in a spirit of vanity, deRoyal Mint, be adopted by the Assembly."
termining to coin 1I0vereigns whether they wanted
It was not his intention to support hill proposi- them or not. (Hear, hear.) Supposing they
tion by a Ilpeech of any length, particularly as coined every ounce of gold produced in the colony,
the businell!l paper for the evening containerl no would any extra value be added to the gold?
~~: ~~fliNI8SY.-Uow?
less than 33 notices of motion, and 8 orders of
the day. The difference between the address
now before the House and that forwarded to the
Mr. PYKE.-By assuring the (ull va.lue to the
Imperial Government last session waf;, that producer.
h
I
k
d
h
h
.
'1
f
Mr. O'SHANASSY supposed, then, that the
wh ereas t e atter as e t at t e prlVl pge 0
full value to the producer must be assured by the
currency throughout the whole of the British
dominions should be given to a Victorian coinage, state. It was well known that, after the Sydney
the former asked for permission to produce in mint was established! nearly all the British (IOveVictoria coin merely for local currency, which reigns in circulatIOn Imperceptibly left the counpermission there was every reason to believe, try; but for that the Sydney mint would profrom the terms of tbe despa.tch recently received, bably not haTe become self-supporting. At
would Dot be withheld by the Home Government. present the British sovereigns lodgea in the
There might be economic objectionR to the pro po- banks a'l deposits did not exceed £300,000.
sition, but New South Wales had already gone The soverei(!ns coined at the Sydney mmt
through the ordeal, and proved that such an at present deposited amounted to £2,000,000;
institution was reproductive and positively bene- showmg a tota.l of £2,300,000 in the shape
ficial to the revenue. Official returns showed of coin in the coffers of the banks of this
that the total cost of the Sydney Mint, from its colony. He took the total deposits of the counestablishment to the ~lst December, 1859, was try at from £6,000,000 to £7,000,000, one-third
£109,903, and that it had yielded revenue dunng of which was in coin. There was, therefore,
that time to the amount of £65,000. In 1858, no necessity for any increase in the coinage for
there was a balance of revenue over expenditure internal consumption, a.nd their coin could not
of £6,000; and a. similar result was obtained in be made lej!al tender in any other dependency
1859. Upwards of 90 per cent. of the ~old of the British empire. Then what necessity was
S h W I
d h
h ha there for a mint? (near, hear.) It would be as
- d' N
raise 10 ew out
a es passe t roug t t reasonable to agitate for the establishment of a
mint for coinage or conversion into bars.
mint in every county of England, as for a mint
Mr. CARPENTER seconded the motion.
in every little colony founded in Australia.
Mr. 0'SHANAS8Y concurred with the mem- (Laughter.) Another proof that the step was
ber for Cas.tlemaine, that the appearance of the unnecessary was shown by the fact that business
business-paper was appalling. The progress they transactions were carried on as well with bullion
were making in practical legislation was certainly as with coin. The gold could be assayed at the
not very creditable to their business habits. It bullion-office, and, its value being a.scertained,
was greatly to be regretted that hon. mem\:;ers commerClal transactions could take place with
should assemble, ni~ht after night, to discuss respect to it quite as well as if a mint were estaquestions of privilege-matters, no d0 11bt, of blishedinthecountry. It seemed to him, thilrefore,
great importance in themselves-and abstract that neither practical utility nor public advantage
poli ical questions, and be able to show no sub- would be served by adopting the addr£ss. (Hear.)
8tantial re~ults. In the face of all this, they , The present average price of gold in the colony
were asked to sanction a proposition involving· wa.s something like £3 148. 2d. or .£3 14s. 4d. per
certain matters of high considerAotion, and which ounce. Add to (his the export duty and insurance
could not be allowed to go to a vote with- charges and freight, and they would have the full
out hon. members speaking their minds on the· London price of £3 17s. 6d. per ounce. And this
subject. (Hear, hear) It appeared to him being so, how could they expect that, simply by
that the member for Ca.stlemaine was not dealing putting the gold into small pieces, they could
with this question as he should do. The hon. enhance its value? The reverse would be the
member had not ~one into the question in a case, inasmuch as the bullion was pure j!old,
manner that would be sati8factory to the country. while the sovereign contained an alloy. (Hear,
The argument appeared to be that as New South hear.) He contended that not a scintilla. of reil.Wales, during the past few years, had coin~d a son had been shown why the House should rush
certain number of sovereigns from the produce into this proceeding. He objecled to demands
of her gold-fields, chiefly for the Victorian mar- for every conceivable thing being marle on
ket, and the mint having been so far self-sup- the Legislature. and demands being made
porting, they were bound to establish another in the same breath for the btriking off of
mint, notwithstanding they were refused the op- many available sources of income. In the face
portunity of making their sovereigns a legal of $uch proceedings, he began to feel consider-
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able alarm as to what might shortly be the financial position of the country. (Hear, hear.) Under
these circumstances, he hoped the member for
Ca~ tlemaine would withdraw his motion for the
present, in order that it might be referred to a
committee. and that evidence might be taken on
the subject.
Mr. AMSINCK had expected to hear more
from the Government on this important subject, but had been disappointed. He should,
on the present question, follow the hon. member
on his right (Mr. O'Shanassy); and he had good
reason for so doing. The House would rememb~r
that the vote had been II.sked for last year, under
the implied promise that £8,000,000 would be
coined annually, and circulatt:d in other colonies
and England, but he could not see that the
expense would be paid for by the ~ain of any
other advantage than the receipt of goods in
return. He remindetl the House of the fact that
the shghtest alteration in the currency had a
direct and instantaneous effect, which he hoped
would be borne in mind before any decisive steps
were taken. Besides, the hone mover had not
shown that there was any want of circulation.
Since 1838, British coin had greatly improved in standard, and what advantage did
the banks gain by the £2,000 000 and odd
that remained in theIr coffers? None wbatever.
(Mr. Carpenter.-" Don't they?") It only backed
up their paper, and paper would always answer
the purpose of the colony, for any coined gold
which they retained in the colony he found the
necessary circulation was a dead loss, gold
being only valuable as an export, like wool,
The Governor in his
hides, tallow, &c.
despatch alluded to the very doubtful nature of the return for the expense of the
mint, and with that opinion he (Mr. Amsinck)
perfectly agreed. He thought the hon. member
for Castlemaine had entirely failed to give any
reason why his motion should be adopted.
Mr. CARPENTER had never heard more
fallacious reasoning than that of the hone mtmber who had just sat down. Taking the
relative standard prices of gold here and iD
New South Wales, he did not hesitate to say
that the miners of this colony would gain
£150,000 a-year by the establishment of a
mmt. The standard price of gold here had
never exceeded £3 13s. 6d. per ounce, whIch was
not the English price; and. therefore, a mint
here would give the miner something like a fair
price for his production. He hoped the resolution of his hone friend would' pass, as the profit
gained would pay the expense of a mmt over
and over again. I t was well known that the
monetary establishments of this CIty combined
to keep gold below a certain price, and this was
another reason for a mint. Another advantage
~ained would be the putting a stop to the manufacture of spurIOUS gold. Hon. members would,
in his opinion, be only doing the miners justice
by passing the resolution before them.
Mr. HOOD thought the hone member was not
likely to become a great financial genius, for he
had complained that the miners did not get full
value for their gold. Now he (Mr. Hood) would
show how far that was the case. He had telited
the question for himself, for, some time since,
having occasion to send home a small remittance,
he had bought a small parcel of gold a.t the same
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price the banks gave for it. The consequence'
was that. he lost by the transaction, for he found
that the banks gave a good deal more for gold
than it was worth, and made up for it by making
the merchants pay 1~ per cent. for their drafts to
.hngland. This was all he had to say, and he
hoped hon. members would not be so foolish as
to go to a considerable expense without the prospect of valuable return.
Mr. HAINES thought the hon. member for
Ma&durang had failed to make out any case in
favour of the establishment of a mint in this
colony. Supposing there was a mint, and all the
g"ld in the coulltry was coined, where would be
the advantage, as it would always be necessary to
send home gold ? and, although the miner might
have more coin in his pocket, he would have to
pay more for goods. He could see no advantage
to be derived, and he should, therefore, vote
against the motion.
Mr. BROOKE said the Government did not
intend to support the motion, because there had
been nothing to prove that the benefits to be
derived would be commensurate with the expense
incurred in the establishment of a mint. The
operation of minting involved a cost which must
be added to the raw material; and, in fact; was
so much loss. When the mint was fint established
in Sydney, the sovereigns were not of the same
value here as the lmperial coin, and for some
time were not generally in circulation, and such
would be the case here if a mint were established. It had been well proved t hat the
mint would serve no good purpose (" No "),
and would, in fact, be a national waste.
It was known that the bankers, who were
the principal gold· buyers, on reckoning u{> their
transactions at the end of the year, found themselves to be great losers by their purchases
of gold, which proved that the price paid
by them for the raw material was eXllessive.
(" No.") It had been given to the bankers
to have a monopoly in purchasing gold here,
as it was a matter of convenience to tlJ.em,
and they were enabled to reimburse themselves by the slight premium in exchange. So
far as the minmg population wete concerned, he
maintained that they derived the full value of
their gold in the price at present paid them.
Another fact should be considered, that the
value of the raw material not being augmented by
manufacturing it, all the charges ot doing so
would fall upon the colony. He hoped, therefore, the House would pause before agreeing to
the motion.
Mr. HOWARD thought the present would be
a session for pausing; and he not being inclined
to pause any longer, would at once give his
reasons for supporting the motion of the hone
member for Castlemaine. As a gold·fields member he objected to the exportation of gold for
minting purposes, as the miner was left to the
mercy of the purchatier, and did not at all times
receive the propEr value for his ~old, bting compelled to sell it as soon as he obtained it. It was
the gold-broker at present who received the
benefit, as he bought at a. low rate and kept the
gold until it was wanted by the banks for expoItatiC!n. For that reason he should support the
motIOn.
Mr. DON ALD was in favour of the motion, and
expressed himself opposed to the arguments of
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the hon. mt'mber for Portland. It had been said the Crown-if he had not given the advice
that there was not the same CCC&8lOn now for to the Queen whICh seemed to him best for
coining gold that there was .wme time ago; but, the interests of the country. (Hear, hear.)
although it was not necessary to have all the gold He would ask why the recommendation of th"
coined, yet there would always be some required, master of the Mint at Sydney to remove the
acd the returns of the Sydney Min for last year mint from S,dnev to Melhournt> had not hE'!en carproved that more gold had been coined during ried out. ? He believed the Lords of the Trea~ury
tha.t ypar than in any year previou,ly.
were favourable to the scheme. Perhaps th.,
Mr. BENNETT opposed the motion, as he did hon. member for Castlemaine (Mr. Pyke) could
not think the quantity of coin manufactured tell them why that recommendation had not been
would warrant the j!'reat expense that would be carried out? With regard to the proposals which
incurred in tbe establishment of a mint. In the had been made to the bome GO\'ernmf'nt, he
first place, it would co~t the miner, according to could only !'lay that he felt ashamed of their
the hOD. member for Mandurang, 3d. an ounce absurdity. Why, to take only one example,
to coin his gold, and be did not see that the they asked that their gold coinage should be ma.ie
establishment of the mint would be of any ad- current in India; and, althongh the home Govantage to the miner. He thoullht that it would vernment had pointed out that it would he an
he inconvwnient for miners to go about carrying impossibility and an injustice, they did not s~em
quantities of sovereigns in theJr pockets (laughter)z to be convlDced even y~t of the lmpropriety of
and, If they did so, he was afraid that it woulo their demand. They were quite unable to answer
lead to the frequent occurrence of cases of the temperate arguments of the Lords of the
"sticking-up" on the gold-field!!. Notes were Treasury a~ainst the sl!heme; and he trusted the
mu:!h more convenient for the miner. He would House would not a\!ree to the motion.
decidedly oppose the motion.
Mr. BRODIE said he did not see that the
Mr. JOHNSTON said he liad grpat doubts home Government had the right to dictate to
about the policy of layiNg out £50,000 in them how they should "pend their money. If
the establishment of a mint, and therefore he they thought proper to spend their money in
would vote al!aiust the motion of the hon. member ways which mig-ht appear objectionable to the
for Castlemaine. If he could have been brought home Government they had a perfect right to
to a contrary conclusion, however, the speech of do so, and the home Government had Dot the
the hon. member for Portland would bav power to object. There was thi!'l objection to the
brought about that conversion. He h~d drawn a transfer of , he mint from Sydney. as recomglowing picture of what the esta.blishment of a mended by the master of the mint there, that the
mmt would do for the colony. Every branch of people of Sydn~y might not rel'ard the proposal
tradel and every person, were to be benefited by favourably. But if they could Jret the mint
the change. The squatter was to Jl;et 1\ better transferred, and if the people of Sydney were
price for his cattle, the farmer a better agreeable to the transfer, great benefit would be
price for his produce, and the landlords better likely to re'1ult, and he should like to see the
rents for their houses,-- in fact, there was to be transfer accomplished. The only ari{ument he
nothing but increased prosperity everywhere. had heard against the estahlishmenr of the mint
Now, if he could only beheve in that. picture as which he regarded d.S worthy of attention had
likely to become a reality, he should have no reference to the banking monopoly in the colony,
objection to change his mind on the subject; but and it was the combination of the hank!!, arb:tra·
he WI\<I very much afraid that it 'Vas merely a rily to reduce the price of gold below its real
powerful delusion, and, therefore, be would value tha.t, induced the miners to agitate for the
establishment of a local mint. He had supadhere to the intention he had exprel'sed.
Mr. M'LELLAN said that when the question ported that movement, believing that it would
was befor~ the House on a previous occabion the break up the monopoly, and introduce a new
argument was, tha.t the establishment of a mint cla.ss of purchasers of gold. It was for that
would incrfase the price of gold to the dij?gt>r. reason that he supported the motion.
Dr. EV ANS said that in the course they were
He would call attention to a deRpa'ch which
had heen sent home by the Governor on now proposing to adopt it seemed to him that
they
were about to follow the example of the
the subject of the mint. The Governor, in a
despa.tch accompanying the resolution come to Southern States of America, and become disin that House last year, and transmitt~d to the united from the parent country. The right of
borne Government, had said that he did not bl'- coining money had been termed "the very
lieve the establishment of a mint would be fol- flower of the Crown," and it seemed to him' hat
lowed by advanta.gss which would repa.y the re- in making this demand they were simply
quisite expenditure. Now he (Mr. M'Lellan) did making, as it were, a declaration of sepa(U Oh, oh.") He
not wish to censure the Governor, but he must ration and independence.
Ray that, whatever was the nature of HIS Excel- h ..d never hesitated to declare pu l: JiclY that to
lency's duties, he did not think it was ~a.rt of fleek to secure higher prices for the produce of
them to question the wisdom of that House. the gold-fields of the colony by establi8hing a
(Hear, hear.) Public opinion ha.d been so ofren mint in Victoria was nothing more than " a
a.nd 80 loudly raised in favour of the e~tab)jsb mockery, a delusion, and a snare." (Laughter.)
ment of a mint, tbA.t, in hiS opinion, the system It had been !'laid that the establishment of a local
mint would have the effect of a.holishing the
ought at lea.st to ha.ve a trial.
Mr. MOLLESON said the last speaker had alleged monopoly possessed by the banks of Melquestioned the conduct of the Governor, but be bourne. But he nenied that the hanks enjoyed
thought that His Excellency would not ha.ve any monopoly. Free and unlimited competi.
heen doing his duty-that, in fact., he would tion markefl the proceedines of thelle establishhave proved himself CIon unfalthful adviser of I ments with ret;ard to each other. The compe·
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t.ition between them indeed was carned on as
k.,enly and jealoruly as the comperit,ion between
8.ny priivate firms of merchants and traders, and
he would remind those gentlemen who entertained snch a strong opiniou of the monopoly
possesSled by the banks that they were at full
liberty themselves toenter into the bankinl{ business fo,rthwith if they so pleased. (C< Hear, hear,"
and laughter. ) He contended that the diggers
obtained a. larger amount for thdr gold under
presen1; circumtltances than they would receive
were a 10cA.I mint established.
Mr LEV I called attention to the faot that the
dividerlds distributed amongst the shareholders
of the banking institutions of the colony for the
six m(lnths ending December 31 amounted to
someth.ing like £348,000 ; and tb.at the sum of
,£1,250,000 still rema.ined as a reserve fund,
and he oontended tha.t a grea.t proportion
of th.s profit wa.s tracea.ble (0 the low
price which the ba.nks !rave for gold. (Hear,
hear.) AI{a.in, the average fineness of the
colonial guM was 23~ carats. Reducing this to the
22 carat rule, and taking into considera.tion the
cll/stomary alloys, they would find tha.t 100 ounces
of gold in the shape of coin would bring £414 17s.
601., while in bullion it brought no more than
£:~82 10s., thus IShewing a lot'S to the miner of
.£32 7s_ 6d., or nearly 8 per cent. (Hear. hear.)
He w()uld add, further, that if the £8,000,000
worth of gold exported annually from the colony
were coined at a. mint in the colony, at a
charge of 1 per cent., a.n iucome would be
realizad of £100,000 per annum, less the expense of conducting the estab,i~hment. (Hear,
hear.) He held in his hand a communication
from Colomho, showing that there the Australian
fioverei!£n was worth 2~ and the British sovereign
~ per eel t. premium, aud recommending the
l<hipment of Au~tralia'l sovereigns as a profitable
spetulation. (Hear, hear.) He maintained that
fully one-fifth of the populat,ion of the colony
would derive great advantal!e from the establishment of a mint; and notwithstanding the few
ohjections which had been raised by certain hon.
member!', he believed that if the institution were
once erected, and havini fair play, those gentlemen would adnut tha!, it WaH one of the greatest
advantages that could pos!\ibly accrue to the
country. (Hear, hear.) The hon. D1ember con·
c1uded by stating that he should support the
motion.
Mr. PYKE wished to reply to the a!lsertion
that he had given no reasoll8 for the adoption of
the motion. It WRS unfaIr to say so, as Le had,
both last ses~ion and when he first intro(juced
the question this sesRiton, gone fully into figureH,
which he had no det'ire to waste the time of the
House by repeating. The hon. member for Kil·
more h&11 harped upon Ihe fact that Ihe committee had called no witnesses, but he (Mr.
O'Shanassy) knew perfectly well that the COOlmit:ee had no such powpr, havirlg been appoint€d
merely to prepare an addre~s.
J\1r. 0'8 HA ~ ASSY had certainly understood
that the c('mmittee was to have "uoh poWflr.
Mr. PYKE continued to say that another point
made was that the orij{inal address had asked
f,)r currency for Victorian coin throughout the
Brit,i~h df)minions; but that rt:que .. t was only an
addendum to the addre.;s, t.he burden of which
was a prayer for a luc81 curreJ:jcy. On this sub-

ject, however, he would say no m(lre, but answer
the question which h&<1 been raitled, of how many
sovereigns would be required? His only desire
in this regard was, that t.he miner should get the
full value of his gold; and that that was not
obtainer! under the present system he thought
was fully proved, for, with the gold duty and all,
the nuner got a ch:ar 4s. 3d. per ounce les" than
he was entitled to. He considered, also, t.hat, 808
the reasons Ioliven by the Lords of the Treasury
had evidently been founded on what had beeu
learned from persons interesl ed in the colony outside that IIoulSe, the House stood in t.he degraded
posi~ion of being considered an unfair exponent of
public opinion and the interest8 of the colony.
In conclusion, he urged hon. mtmbers not to
be led aWIlY by the question of exptm"e, for the
£15,000 for the ma.chinery of a mint, which
ha.d been transmitted to England last year at
the urgent request of many hon. members who
were now OppOSIDg the motion', still. remained
there, and the result of the 8ydney experiment
was sufficient to dispel all fear on that 8core.
WIth the permission of the House, he would
amend his resolution by adding to it the address
alrpady prepared.
The motion was then amended, and the question put. A division was cilolled for, but the majOlity in favour of the" Ayes" wa..~ so appllrent
t.ha.t the call was withdrawn, and. the l'etlolution
agreed to.
ADJOURNMENT.

Mr. GTLLESPIE thought, after the late sitting of the prt:vious evening, he was only consuhiog the feelings of hone members by movmg the
adjournment of the House.
The question was put, with the following
result : ~~

~

22

Noes
The division· list was as follows : Mr. Am'inck
- Brouie
-

DOll

Dr. Jo:vans
Mr. Ftrebrace

-

(o'o,tt

-

Fra"cis
Oille.pie

AYES.
Mr HedlPf

Hellderson

-

Howard
J ,hll.on
J"hllston

-

- Junes
Dr. Macadam

Mr. Honnett
- Bruoke
- Carpt:ntpr

Mr. M,)lIison

-

NOU.
Mr. Ore· v ..&
H,,~I8d

~ichuJ.oQ
O'::Ihlln!\~,y
Pl"eudergllo~t

-

P)'ke

-

Se vice
I:liuclair.

Mr. Mackintosh
- WLelh.n
- MyleK

-

Chapman

-

-

DOllald

-

Lt:vi

-

~nodKh~

-

l.oader

-

Verd"n

-Oillitl-t

BUllli

Rumffray

- Su,lth, L. L.

- Hrant
- WOOU8.
- LlCir.
- Gu.y
The numbers being equal, the SPEAKER said
he should, in accorda.nce with his usual practICe,
vote that the business be proceeded with.
PHILIP ISLAND.

Mr. L. L.

S~HTH

moved"That the re~olution passed in that House on
Thursday, the 14th March last, relative to Ihe
surveying of Philip Itdand, be read and rescinded."
. '
He held in hi!! hand a pe'ilion, signed by 500
a.gricultumts. in wh!Ch it wa.. stated t.hat they
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were willing to settle on the island if it was sold. handwrit.ing. He read several examples of si!!:They also a8ser[('d that they would prefer the natures in the same handwriting, and of similar
land on the island to other land in the colony, as names. Amongst the subscriptions to the petition
they would have the benefit of water carriage for he found the name of an hon. member-Idr.
the transmission of goods. lIe was aware of Don-(laullhter), who appeared to be anxious
to buy land on the isla.nd. (Laughter.)
the opposition there was to the motion-Mr. 8NODGRASS called attention to the fact
Mr. L. L. SMITH would ask Dr. Macadam
whel her he could challenge the genuineness of
that therE was no quorum.
Upon the bell's being rung tbenecessarynumber any of the signatures to which be had alluded?
Mr. SNODJRASS said he woulti state to the
of members entered the House to make a
House what had been publicly told to hIm with
quorum.
Mr. L. L. SMITH proceeded to !lay that the respect to the getting up of that petition. He
Land Act did not mention islands as lands to be had been told that Mr. Clarke had paid a Mr.
reserved from sale, after application had been Martin to go about getting sij!'1latures to the pemade for them, and the Government had stated tition, and he would like to ask the House what
that application had been made to them to have importance they could at'ach to a petition got up
the land surveyed. Much had been said about in such a manner. He su"gested that the Governthe barren nature of the soil, but if that were the lJoIent should meet the motion by a direct negacase, he would ask how it was that the present tive, in order to prevent its coming up again.
occupier of the island could afford to pay .£800
Mr. L. L. SMITH had been quite prepared
a-year for it, and that so many agriculturists for what Mr. Snodgrass had stated.
He
wanted to settle on it? The hon.nember pro- believed the fact was that Mr. Hadley had told
ceeded to combat the objections which had been several members that Mr. Martin had informed
raised on a former occasion, and concluded by him that he had been employed and paid by Mr.
Clarke to f,!"O about getting signatures to that
calling upon the House to agree to his motion.
petition. Now, to refute that statement, he
Mr. M'LELLAN seconded the motion.
:Mr. HOOD said he had been canvassed to sup- held in his hand a letter from Mr. Martin enport the motion by the parties who had signed the tirely contradicting the story of his having been
petition, hecause there were deposits of guano on so employed.
the island, but he had resolved to follow another
The House divided, when there appeared:course. He thought that the Government ought
Ayes
7
to have more time allowed them, in order that
~~
~
they might take steps to ascertain whether there
was guano on the island. For that purpose he
14
Majority against tbe motion
would move, as an amendment, that consideration
of the question be postpol'led, for a month or bix
The following is the division-l~t : weeks.
:Mr. BROOKE opposed the amendment. There
A.YES.
wall no reason shown why they should re-consider Mr. Donald
Mr. Smith, L. L.
Hr. Lalor
- Woods.
a question that ha.d been before the House so - Foott
- Kyles
recently; and if the mo' ion were not withdrawn, - Gray
NOES.
he would feel it his duty to move the previous
Mr. Jobn80n
Mr. Greeves
question.
Mr. Amsinck
- Levi
- Humtfr'loY
Mr. MACKINTOSH was of opinion that the - Rrodie
- Lock
lIoward
House ought 10 re-consider the question. When,
~~~~~~t
- Mollison
- Heales
the subject was formerly before the House, the _ Carpenter
Dr. Macadam
- Bedley
petition which was presented was signed only by _ Firebrace
- Henderson Kr. O'Sha.na'l8)'
105 people, mONt of whom belonged to l\Iplbourne, _ FranciR
- Bnodgral!8.
- Hood
and were not likely to be desirous of occupying - Gillespie
land on the island. Now, however, another
THE LAW OF DIVORCE-.
petition had been presented, signed by 400
Mr. GREEVES moved for leave to bring in a
or 500 agriculturists, who were likely to bill to amend the law relating to marriage and
purchase land on the island, if i& wele sold. divorce.
Th~re were !:everal portio~s of the isl~nd
The motion was ag-reed to, a.nd the bill was
whICh were adapted for agncultural purSUits, brought in and read a firl't time, the second readand he trusted. that the Government would ~ot ing being appointed for Thursday next.
oppose the motIOn Oll the ground of there bemg
guano on the island. J le would suggest also that
THE PILOT BOARD DEFALCATIONS.
a portion, if not the whole island, mil!ht be ,;old
Mr. HE ALES movedin compliance with the demand, and by that
That the reports of the audt Clommissioners
COUNle they would test the real intentions of the on..the
Pilot Board defalcations l,e referred to Ihe
petitioners.
committee
of this House appohted to consider
Mr. GRAY (amidst calls of H Divide, divide")
said he thought the question well worthy of the state of the pilot service."
The motion was agreed to.
attention, and was in favour of the saJe of the
island. The late Government were the chief
SUPPLY.
obstacles in the way of the sale. (Hear, hear.)
The proceedings in Committte olf Supply the
Dr. MACADAM pointed out that, although
the petition was said to be signed by 500 persolls, previoul! niisbt were reported an, agTeed to.
The rema.ining business on tht pa;.per was postthHe were many of 1he names in the same handwriting. Now, a petition TO be genuine should ponf'd, and the House adjourned at 10 minutes
to
12 o'clock.
be signed by each 8ubl>criber to it in his own
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FIFTY-FIFTH DAY-FRIDAY, APTIIL 19, 1861.
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.
The SPEAKER took the chair at 33 minutes
past 4 o'clock.
PHILIP ISLAND.
Mr. HADLEY wished to call attention to a
report of the speech delivered on this question on
the previous evening by the hon. member for
Dalhousie.
The SPEAKER.-The hon. member for Dalhousie is himself in the House.
Mr. HADLEY said it WaIS reported that he told
the hon. member that a Mr. Martin had gone to
a relative of Mr. Clarke to get signa.ures to a
petition for the @ale of Philip Island.
Mr. S~ODGRASS stated that he had made no
such statement. He had been incorrectly reported, being but indistinctl:v heard at most times.
He had said, not that Mr. Hadley had told him,
but that he had told some other members who
told him.
Mr. HADLEY said the explanation was quite
satisfactory; but it appeared that -havinlr seeR
Mr. Martin tbat day-a. conversation did take
place between that gentleman and a relative of
Mr. ClarkeTbe SPEAKER said the bono member was not
in order.
Mr. SNODGRASS stated that Mr. Martin and
tbe gentleman referred to had called upon him The SPEAKER reminded the hon. member
that he was not in order.
The discussion then dropped.
GOLD EXPORTS.
Mr. A:\tSINCK gave notice tba~, on Tuesday,
he would move for a return of all the gold exported during the last three years, and the ports
to which it was shipped.
ST. KILDA RAILWAY COMPANY.
Mr. MOLLISON gave notice that, on Tuesday,
Mr. Michie would move that the Committee on
the St. Kilda and Brighton Railway Company
Extension Bill be revived; aud that the necessary standing orders be sUllpended, to allow the
petition of the St. Kilda Municipality to be referred to the committee.
PETITION.
Mr. M'LELLAN presented a petition from the
inhabi ants of Pleallant Creek Gold-field, against
the continuance of the present system of issuing
busineSB licences.
The petition was ordered to lie on the table.
COURT HOUSE AT SALE.
Mr. JOHNSON gave notice that, on Tuesday,
he would ask the Chief Secretary, whether it was
intended to place on the Supplementary Estimates
for the present year a sum of money for the erection of a court· house and gaol at Sale, Gipps
Land?
CROWN LANDS, &c.
Dr. THOMSON gave notice that, on Thursday,
he would move for a return of all houses and

fenced lands held by the Crown in every town
and district in the colony, showing by whom
occupied, and amount of revenue, if any, paid.
BRIDGE OVER THE GLENGARRY.
Mr. JOH~SON gave notice that, on Tuesday,
he would move that, on tbe following day, the
House resolve itself into committee of the whole,
for the purpose of considerin!! the propriety of
presenting an address to tbe Governor, praying
him to caUfe to be placed on the Supplementary
Estimates the sum of .£600, for the purpose of
erecting a bridge over the Glengarry River, by
which acceSB would be given to the Baw Baw
Gold-fields.
PHI LIP ISLAND.
Mr. SNODGRASS postponed certain questions,
standing in his name, relative to the present
pastoral tenant of this islandJ Mr. M'Haffie, until
a future day.
DESTITUTE PERSONS.
Mr. HEALES postponed his motion to bring
in a bill for the relief of destitute persons until
Friday next.
STATE AID TO RELIGION.
Mr. HEALES moved that, on Friday, the 26th
inst., the House be called, for the purpose of
considering the second reading of the Bill to
Abolish State Aid to Religion. The hon. member
said that on a former occasion the call of the
House was made for a twofold purpose, namely,
for considering the reduction of the Governor's
salary and for the abolition of state aid; but it
would be in the recollection of hon. members that the whole evening was occupied with
discusslDg the former question. His sole object
now in asking for a call of the House was, that a
question which he conceived on all sides of the
House was considered one of vast importance,
even by members who held opposite views,
should be disposed of properly. Although it was
quite possible that, under ordinary Circumstances,
a sufficient number of members would attend to
pass t.he measure, still it was neceSBary that there
should be, not only a majority, but an absolute
majority, which would therefore require rather a
large House.
Mr. GRANT seconded the motion.
Mr. AMSINCK asked whelher, according to
rules of the House, a call could be made io COD
slder a resumed debate ?
'rhe SPEAKER said the House could be
called at any time, for any purpose.
Mr. MOLLISON said he should oppose the
motion, as he cOllsidered the course pursued by
the Chief Secretary most unusual. The hon.
member had already made one call; and, he would
ask, was the House to be called on every occasion
on which the hon. member thought fit to adjourn
a debate? The present course was unfair to the
minority in the House. A call had been made,
and perhaps the hon. member had been made
aWllre tha.t the result would not then be as he
wished it, and now he moved for another call.
He cOD8ldered it was wrong of the hoo. member,
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in his position as the head of the Government,
to take those means for coercing hon. mpmbers.
He should rather protect the minority. It
\V8.I! well known 1 hat. the.-e was a cha.nge takin/l
place in the minds of members on the suhject of
s ate aid, and that many who had voted for Mr.
M'Culloch's motion last year had since altered
their views, and did not wish to be called upon
to vote this year.
Mr. BROOKE sa.id the hon. member was
under a misappreh~nsion when he sh.· ed that the
Government had already called the House for the
consideration of the abolition of state aid. Tha.t
was not the case, a'! the call was made to C,,msider the Governor's salary, although the Government had al~o set down 011 the paper the
consideration of the abolition of state aid. Under
the circumstan:les, he apprehended the Government ha.d a rillht to make the present motion.
Mr. MARTLEYthougb~ tbat, if the Government had not the power to secure the attendance
of a sufficient number of members to carry a
measure, there were other hon. gentlemen in
other parts of the House who could do s.). (" Oh,
oh.") On other occasions, when there had been
a call, many hon. members were not present, and
many also who did attend left the House soon
after tbeir names were called. He did not con·
sider the Government were acting in a constitutional Wd.V on the present occasion.
Mr. O'8HAN ASSY said he sbould not ordi·
narily have opposed the motion; but he would
remind tbe Chief Secretary that his Government
had not taken any action in the matter of the
Governor's salary, for which a call was made,
since that bill had beer. thrown out by the other
branch of the Legislature; and, therefore, he
could not see that any benefit would result from
makin~ another call, unle.ss, indeed, the Govern·
ment wen prepared to show how they could make
law of me8.llures thrown out by the Upper House.
He should vote al{ainst tbe proposition.
Mr. HEDLEY said it was agreed when the
question was last before the House that the
debate should be resumed on Tuesday, and if
there was not a sufficient number of members
then pre.sent, their absence should be considered
an expression of opinion, because if there was
such a very stron/l feeling in favour of the
abolition of state aid he believed hon. members
would attend. He quite agreed with the hon.
member for Dundas and Foller, that there was a
chao/le in the opinions of many hon. members,
and that was shown by their absenting themselves. The course adopted by the Government
on the present occasion he considered most un·
dignified.
Mr. E\fBLING was in favour of the motion,
&8 the House had already shown itself wearied
of a. question, which it was desirable should be
settled at once and for eV£:r. Although members
should be absent, a call of the House would act
as 8. refrf>sher to them.
Mr. KING thou~ht that, as consistent memo
hers of tht' House, those gentlemen who knew
that an important measure was coming on were
bound to attend, and it was almost an insult to
hOD. members who did attend to make calls.
He should, therefore, vote with the hon. member
for Dunrlas.
Mr. FRAZER said that, if he voted for the
UloLion, it would be wuu ~!Je understanding that
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the Government would not accept such meagre
apologies as were made on the last occasion of a
ca.1l for members who were absent. If there was
a call made, it would give to the country an
opportunity of knowing the opinions of hone
memberR on the suhject of state aid.
Mr. GRANT called the attention of hon. members to the fact, that the Government had no
control whatever over the attendance of hone
members-the [-JouRe itself was the only judl!e
of the inllufficiency of attendance. He mi~ht
call the attention of hon. members to the pains
and penalties incurred by hon. memhers who absented themselves from the House. The <loct said
that if a member should not attend, and no excuse
were offered, that hon. member was liable to be
given into the custody of the sergeant-at· arms,
and be subjected to sucb penalty 8.11 the House in
its wisdom should inflict. (Laughter.) He was
quite sure that the Government would be glad
to support motionR to that effect if they should
lfmade. (" Hear," and laughter.)
Mr. M'LELLAN said he would vote for the
motion if the Government would give a guarantee
that they would carry out the penalties attending
the call. He would h ve occasion to be away.
but, if the call were made, he would take care
to be prf'sent.
Mr. SERVICE was unwilling to prolong the
debate, but he would like to say a word with
respect to the last eaU of the House. The effect
of that call W8.11 to pass the Governor's Salary Bill,
a.nd if the call now asked for was agreed to, he
believed that it would be found that they would
have a large majority in fa.vour of the meaRure.
After a few words from Mr. SNODGRASS,
which were quite inaudible in the Ilallery,
Mr. DON said that he had heard WIth great
Rurprise the argument of the hon. member for
Gipps Land, that members might be reg:l.rded as havin\! expressed their opinion by
their absence. It was certainly the most extraordinary argument he had ever listened to,
and he questioned whether such an a.rgument
had ever been advanced before. How a.
man could possibly express an opinion by his
absence he was quite unable to see. That, House
was the arena for free and full discussion on the
part of the representatives. It was there they
were to give their opinions, a.nd the opinions of
the representatives were taken to be those of the
different con!ltituencies. How, then, could the
House consider that a member had expressed bis
opinion upon any subject at the discussion upon
which he was not present? It appeared to
him tha.t what had fallen from Mr. Hedley
might be construed into an expretlsion of belief
tha.t hon. members who had come forward and
taken their seats in tha.t House were afraid to
state their opinions; and if it were to be looked
at in that light, he must say that it could only be
taken as &u insult to every member of the
House. He sbould support the motion for a
call, if it was to be a genuine one, in order tha.t
no member should have an excuse for being ab!lent. At the same lime, he could tell the
Government that they would never carry their
bill by the method they had at present adopted.
They must adopt some such method as he had
formerly suggested to them-a.nd the hint of
which he had laken from gentlemen on the
other side- if they expected to succeed.
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Mr. TlEDLEY sa.id that he ha.d baen taunted
by the h()n. member, Mr. M'Lella.n, with offtlrinlr
an insult to the memhers of the Hou~e, but certainly such was not his intention in wha" he had
said nor did he think the House would understand his remarks as improper or insulting.
Mr. HE lLES said the hon. member for Ma.ldon, and other member~. had attributed very
small moti.ves to the G<>vernment in moving
for this call, but he could only say that
he hoped the 11inistry would be as successful with the present call as they were with
the last. When the las& c~ll was made, it
resulted in an attendance of 60 members. The
discussion lasted from the meeting of the House
up to nearly l~ o'clock, when the bill was passed.
It was not unreasonable that, after that late sitting, these members should be desirous of leaving
the House, and they went; but the Government
could not possibly help that, and he did not see
that there was any reflection upon them in the
matter. If lOhe present call were agreed to, he wa.s
of opinion that the a.ttendance of a sufficiently
large and decisive majority would be obtained.
.
. ~h.e motiOn was put, and agreed to WIthout a
dlvuilon.
IMMIGRATION.
Mr. LOADER presented a copy of the regula·
tions regarding immigration.

I pletely toas

GOLD-]!'IELDS BILL.
Mr. HUMFFRAY, pursuant to notice, moved
for leave to bring in a bill for the better management of the gold-fields. He said that, in moving
for leave to bring In this bill, he would briefly
explain its nature. The whole subject had been
submi .ted to the law offic~rs of the Crown
for their opinion, and, upon their recommendation, it had been thought better
that, instead of one general bill, there should
be two diff~rent bills, one for the better
administration of the law on the gold-fields, and
the other for the better management of the goldfields. The late Government had prepared bills on
the subject, and had left them, on quitting office,
to their successors. The present Government,
however, did not entirely approve of those bills,
although, in some respects, the views of the two
Governments were the sa.me. The bills had been
improved upon by the present Ministry, and he
would IIhortly describe some of the changel1. The
new measures provided for the granting of large
areas of ground under the miners' rights an
business licence!!, and it also proposed a reduc
tion of the amount of the business fee on the
gold-fields. In tha petition which had been
presented by the hon. member for Ararat,
it had been suggested that certam classes
who were compelled to take out business
licences under the present act, such as waterca.rriers, charcoal-burners, &c, who were 1I0t
in business, and were not miners, should be
exempted, and the bill would contain a clause to
that effect. He thought that it would be an injustice to impose a business licence on persons of that
class. With respect to the mining boards. many
complaints had been made, and he admitted
that there were some grounds for them,
but he rli.d not think that they had fallen
110 far short of
usefulnells as was repreStinHd. Certainly they had not failed 80 COal-
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to justify the Government in re·
main~a.in an interes,tinK expe~ment
III 10Cla.l self-government. At all event!!, it was
not now propose~ to abolish them. With re,!ard
to the !lye·laws, It was proposed that they should
be revised by a barris"er prior to their being
gazetted, but ~ven after being gazetted, ~t was
pru':lde.d that If ?omplamts were !Dade to Judges
of dlstncts, the Judga so complai.n~d to should
be empowered to call upon the nunlDg .board to
show cause why th~ clause or clau~el! objected to
s~~uld not be abohilhed. The effent of that proViSiOn would be, h~ thoug.ht, to' put a check
upon the accumulatlOn of illegal. laws. It was
also proposed to make a chang~ .m the mode of
electiOn of . members of the mmmg board. By
the. new bIll the members elect.ed would ~old
their seats fo~ three years, and retire by rotatiOn.
Tha.t was .a dlff~rent arrangement from what was
proposed m the mea.sure of the late Government.
The change would, he thought, wor.k favourably,
because new members were often i~ a hurry to
make motiOns before. they ha~ acqmred the necessary amount of mformatlOn, a:nd the consequence was that frequently unJust bye-laws
were inflicted upon the miners. He thought
the effect of the change would be to give
better laws to the miner. It was also proposed to make it a misdemeanour for any pertlon
presenting a borrowed miner's licence for purposes of fra.ud. In the present state of the law,
anyone might go with 50 ruiners'rights, all his
own, as if they represented as many different
miners, and get them registered, and by that
means obtain an unjust monopoly of ground.
Witll regard to the appointment of inspectors of
mines, iL was unquesLionaoly necessary to check
abuses by some means, and if such an appointment would have the desired effect, h would be
well to make it. It was also proposed in this bill
to make every mining surveyor a SUb-inspector
in hIS own distrIct, and thus a considerable
expenditure would be saved. It was also proviaed iq the bill that companies shOUld be made
liabie for any loss of life which might Occur in
their mines, where negligence on the part of the
company could be proved. With regard to the
powers granted to wardens, this bill wouH consid~rably increase them. For example, it was prov~d~d th~t wardens should ha:ve concurrent junsdictiOn With the Court of Mllles up to a certain
limit, say to £200.
They should also hava
the power of granting injunctions in all cases of
dispute. They had that.po,:"er at present, but only
for seven days, a.nd thiS bIll would increase the
duration of such mjunctions until they were dis110lved; and by another provision, wardens were
freed from the necessity of, as at present going
from place to place to settle disputes.' The
wardens should also, under this bill, have power
to allow miners to construct sluices and races
across roads, and to construct tramroads and culvens ~here required for the bt:tter prosecution
of their labours. With that explanation of the
changes proposed under the new bill, he thought
he had said sufficient to indicate the nature and
extent of the measure, which he begged leave to
introduce, and therefore ne shOuld, without
saying more, move that leave be granted to introduce the bill.
Mr. GRAN'r seconded the motion.
Mr. WOOD Aid that after listtlning to the
4, Z;
~usin~

7U

THE VIOTOHiAN

explanation of the hon. member he must state
his opmion that the bill of the late Govemment
was pnJtlrable to the bill of the present one. The
late Government had proposed to dpal with the
8ubject by the passing of two bills rather than of
one measure.
Mr. HUMFFRAY.-! have stated that the
present Government intend to carry out that
arran'!ement.
.
Mr. WOOD.-Tha.t might be so, but, accol"ding to the hon. gentleman's explanation, the bill
for the better mana!rement of the gold·fields
intended to deal with questions of law and
with the courts, which, in his view of the
matter, should more prop<rly come under the
jurisdiction of the bill for the better admini!:tration of the law. The two questions were of an
entirely different nature, and he therefore
thought that those clauses should be transferred
to the law bill. It was proposed in the bill of
the hon. memher that companies should be held
liable for accidents which might OCClll" in their
works, but in his opinion such a provi~ion wall
not necessary, and a clallse of that kmd
would be inappropria~e in that bill.
It
should be remembered that Lord CampThere
bell's Act provided for such clJ.ses.
ought not to be a summary way of dealing
with cases of such a nature. These were the
very cases in which some delay was absolutely
~ecessary, and they coulr) not be dealt with justly
m a summary way. Take, for example, iluch a
case as that melancholy one which happened recen 'ly, when several pel"sons were killed by the
falling in of a shaft. In a case like that, could
it be supposed that persons dealing summarily
with it would do so with justice, or WIlhout prejudice, under the feelings of the moment? It
would be impossible to expect that a summary
decision could be come to free from prejudice,
and, therefore, to a certain extent at least
justly. If that fact were borne in remembrance:
It would be seen that some delay in such cases
was. absolutelr necessary. With regar!i to the
perIOd for whlCh members of mining hoards were
to be elected, the bill of the late Government
bad proposed a more extended term than that
given under the present bill, although the former,
unlikE' ':.bat of the Ministry, did not provide for
the retirement of members in rotation. That
be was ready to admit, was an improve:
ment. He did not know whether it was
pl"oposed that the dis:rict judges should be
empowered to decide as to the justice or injustioe of bye-laws; but if suoh were the clVle,
he would consider it an ohjectionable pl"ovision.
The office of judge was peculiarly to decide after
bearing the arguments on both sides on anyquestion. If _he judge was to decide without having
beard arguments on both sides, it mi~ht lead to
unpleasant miiltakes and contradictions. The
jud~e, on bearing the complaint of a miner,
mi/{ht regard a particular bye· law as unjnst, and condemn it, and after hearing the
case argued on the other side he might
cha.nge hill opinion al'ogether, and deelare to
be good what he before declared to be bad.
Such a state of matters would place the judge
in a.n a.wkwal"d predicament, and leave him
oP/:'n to the reproaches of 'the miller. This
waR the view of the case which first pl"esented
itself after hea.ring the sta~ement uf the hOll.
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member. If, on tbe other hand, judge!! were to
decide whether laws were politic or impolitic, he
should say that would be scarcely a correct proceeding. The duty of d€tl'rminil'g the policy or
impolicy of a Jaw ought t::> be left to the executive.
If judj{es of the court of mineR had the power of
repealing a bye· law , on tbe ground that ir, wall
impolitiC, a feeling of jtlalousy would naturally
be engendered between the judges and the mining boards. However, be should be sorry to
make up his mind on this matter without
hearing what the Commissioner of 1\1 IDes
had to say in favour of it, and the hOll.
gentleman on this occa~ion had merely confined
himself to giving a sketch of the bill. With regard to ~he l"eduction of tue fee for businesR licences, he had no doubt that that propositIOn
would meet with general approval. (Hear, hear.)
But he might add that tha. t • was one of the provisions embodied in the Gold-fields Management Bill
prepared hy the late Government. In conclusion,
he begged to observe tha.t he should not have
troubled the House with these remarks but that
he thought a bill of this importa.nce should
sCllrcely~be introduced sub 8ilentio.
Mr. HU .~H'FRAY observed that he certainly
intended to give the wardens the power of grantin~ injunctions.
They had such a power now,
but. it extended only to seven days.
The motion was agreed to, and the bill was introducer) and read a first time.
Mr. WOOD called attention to the fact that
the bill so introduced was not a perfect measure,
and that he should object to any alteration being
made in its construction before it went into the
hands of the printer. A few days ago he informed
the House that he saw no reason why the practice
of . the Briti~h House of Commons WIth regard to
such cases should not be enforced. That pracrice
was, that when a bill was brougbt up and read a.
first time, no alteration could be made in it except by thp. authority of the House; and the
Commissioner of Mines had no more power to deal
with the bill now in roduced than any other hon.
mem ber. Having hrougnt the subject before the
House a few davs ago, when he did not press his
objection. the Commi!lsiontlr of Mines could not
say that he wa!'l takf'n by surprise.
Mr. HUMFFRAY assured the member for the
Ovens that he was taken by surprise, as he was
not awal"e that the hon. mem.ber had brought the
subject before the House.
Mr. WOOD said, in that case he IIh Ollld no,
pl"ess his objection; but he thought the proper
Parliament.arv practice should be adhered to.
The SPEAKER obselTed that the rule was an
equi , able one. According to the practice of the
British Parliament no bill which had been
brought up and read a first time could be altered
without. the consent of the House.
Mr. HUMF}l'RAY fully concurred in the
wisdom of that practice, and he could only
justify what he had done by pleading the had
practice into which, as it appea.red, they bad
fallen.
The subject.then dropped.
SUPPLY.
The House next resolved itself into Committee
of Supply.
GRANTS IN AID TO MUNICIPALITIES.

Mr. VERDON, in moving that a sum not ex-
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eeeding ,£100,000 be voted for grants in aid to
municipalities, said he would add some informa·
tion to that contained in the conditions attached
to the vote, m order that hon. members might
clearly understand upon what basis the distributlOn of the money was proposed. The
reduction in the amount of the vote was based in
the first instll.nce un the relative ages of the
municipa.lities? It was considered well tha.t those
municipa.litIes which had been in existence for a
long period should receive less than those which
had been more recently created. It was found,
however, tha.t that rule could not be made general without doing injustice to those smaller muni·
cipalities which, although created years ago, had
not received from the Government more than a
certain sum, and which had, in fact, received less
than £1,000 in 1860,while certain suburoan
municlpa.lities rect:ivt:d, in the same year,
£7,000 and mort! from the state. The Government bad determined upon making an
exception in favour of those small municipa.lities,
and one reason for so doing was, tbat the cost of
main taming the macbinery neC<lssary for a municipal district ha.ving a revenue, perhaps, of only
£1,000, was nearly as great as the cost of municipal machinery m a larger district, which received from Government, and by rates, perhaps
£10,000 or £20,000. He would read to the House
the names of several municipal councils, with the
amounts which it was estimated they would receive for the year 18tH, assuming that their rates
amounted to the same sum in 1861 that they did
in 1860. A great number of them, hon. members
would observe, would rect-ive very much It:ss than
£1,000. The Avoca municipality would receive, in
1861, £704; Ha.milton, £683; Heathcote, £963 ;
DUDolly, £530; Buninyong', £492; Ararat,
£1,061; Cari8brook, £752 j Kilmore, £1,015;
Daylel!ford, £774; MaryboroU1.h, £870; Amht'rHt, .£619; .Ifootscray, £550; Ha.wthorn,
£735; Sandridge, .£1,029; Gisborne, £1,029;
Clunes, £735; CrPRwick, .£838; Maldon, £1,023 ;
South Barwou, £771; Kyneton, £902; Bdfast,
£8-10; WarrnamlJool, £618; Portland, .t.874.
There were certain suburban municipalities
which had received large sums in previous years,
which would also be excluded from the same general rule. l'itzroy, which, in 1800, received J:.:lO,945
from the stat.e, would this year have no more than
£5,855; St. Kilda, which had£7,;nO in 1860, would
rt;:Ctlive £3,911; and Prahran, which obtained
last year £7,714, would have its gra.nt reduced
this year to £4,1:hl. He believed that these municipalities could not call in question the justness
of the distribution thas made by the Govtrnment.
(A VOlCe-" Sandhurst.") Sandhurst was, he
believed, the only other municipal district which
last year received £7,000, and this he did not, of
course, include among the suburban municIpalitit:8, between which and up-country dibtricts,
where great difficulties eXltited in the way of
carrying OD the work of municipll.! government, a
great distinction should be drawn. (Hear,
hear.) It must be patent to bono members
that districts bke Fitzroy, Pra-hIan, and St.
Kilda, many of the 8treets of wbich were
made before the municipalities came into exist·
ence, where the population was wealtby and very
much condensed, and where properties were
valuable, the COtit of main aining and creating
streets was not BO great, comparatively, as in the
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up· country districts, which WE're of a straggling
character, where the population was dispt:rsed,
where properLy was not very valuable, and where,
in many cases, the holes of diggers had to be
filled up before roads could be made. With the
exceptions which he had named, the reductions
had been made on the basis that municipalities
created in 1857 and 1858 uhould receive 15 per
cent. less than those created in 1859 and 1860,
and that municipalities established in 1855 and
1856 should receive 33~ per cent. lells than
those established in 1859 and 1860. He would leave
hOft. members to determine whether this distribution was just and equitable as between all parties.
[The proposed distribution of the vote was as
under :-'fo the city of Melbourne, to be expended
under the sanctlOn of the Board of Land and Works,
£12,000; to the town of Geelong, to be expended
under the sanction of the Board of. Land and
Works, £5,000; amongst municipalities to be
created during 1861, in sums not exceeding
£,1000 to anyone municipality, on the bye· laws
fixing the rates of assessment for tbe year
1861 bemg approved, and on condition that
the expenditure be mcurred with the concurrence ofthe Board of Land and Works, £4,000 ;
Amongst exil:lting municipalities, the sum of
.£78,500, m proportion to the amount of rates
collt:cted for the year 1860, subject to tbe particular deductions as hereinafter set forth, UpOD.
rej"urns hnally closed on tbe 30th June, 1f561,
and transmitted to the Treasury not later than
31st July, 1861, as follows :-To those muniClpalit:es which were created during 1859 and lR60,
and those which received less than £1,000 of the
j!rant in aid for 1860, tbeir proportion upon the
amount of collectiolls without any deductionl:l;
10 those municipalitIes which were created during
1857 and 1858, !!Ubject to a deduction of 15 per
cent., with the exception of the municipality of
~'itzroy, which is to be subject to a deduction of
50 per cent.; to those municipalities which were
created in 1855 and 185b, subject to deductions of
33~ per cent., with the exception of the municipalltleS of 8t. Kilda and'Prahran, which are to be
subject to a deduction of 50 per cedt., £78,500 ;
total, £100,000.
Mr. SIN CLAIR moved an amendment to the
effect that the item for the city of Melbourne be
increased by .£2,500. He complained tbat Mel·
bourne received only 16s. in the pound, while
other municipalities had obtamed 471:1. in the
pound, and this, notwithstanding the many public
works which the metropolitan corporation had to
maintai'l. The hon. ulember regretted that his
colleague (Mr. Barton) should be abRent on such
an occasIOn.
Mr. KING opposed the amendment, which was
supporteo by
Mr. TllOMSO~, who exp!"essed his opinion
that, as the grant to Melbourne last year was
£25,000, the amount for this yea.r should not be
reduced below £15,000.
Mr. BENNEI'l' remmded the House that, as
rents ha.d fallen, so had tbe income of the corporation, while the price of labour ha.d not been
reduct:d in proportion.
Mr. DON.-Jt has been reduced a great deal
more. (Laughter.)
Mr. Bl!.:NNl!.:TT proceeded to support the proposed increalle to the vote, reminding the bono
memoer for West Bourke that, though a country
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member, be had himself frequently reaped the
advantage of city inlprovtmen s. (Btar, hear.)
Mr. NICHOL::lON opposed the amendment,
for which he thought a. good excuse might bl:'
urged had the Houlle the extra. money to expend.
Considering, however, the resolutlOn that had
been arrived at not to increase the revenue, it
was the duty of every hon. member to keep down
the expendIture. (Hear, hear.) He had risen to
ask the hon. the Comnlissioner of Public Works
what was the meaning of the alleged verbal
amendment he proposed? He could not but
think it a very important amendment if it was
intended to brmg the expenditure on improvements more undt:r the control of the Board of
Land and Works. In fact, he thought it a great
deal more I han a mere vtrbal amend men ' •
Mr. EMBLING believed that the votes given
on this qutstion would materially influence the
votes for the other municipalities. Whatever the
House did now, it should take care not to bind
itself with .respect to the other votes, for in
many instances the Government had done very
badly.
Mr. O'SHANASSY thought that, under the
circumstances, the Government stood pledged
not to give the corporation any additional income. (Jovernment had, on the whole, endeavoured to make out as fair a plan of distribution
as any other body of men could have done.
(Hear, hear.) What he wishtld to do, however,
was not now to call attention to the amendment
for increase, or to the verbal amendment of the
hon. the Commisllioner of Public W01 ks, the
inconvenience of which the bono member
for Sandridge had very properly pointed out,
but to a matter to which he would now refer.
He believed there was not the shghtest fear that,
after the experience hon. members had ha.d, the
money would be given to the corporation of
Melbourne (hear, hear) ; and he said this much,
having looked into their proposed expenditure.
Their supposed income, incluuml{ the amount of
the present gram-which no doubt the corporation wished to see increased to £15 OOO-was
£77,000, while their proposed expenditure was
£7~,OUO, showing a margin of £7,000 under
tbelr Income.
On the other side of the
account was an over<lraft for £30000 with
the Union Bank, charged for, he beiitlved, at
the rate of 10 per cent., besides which was the
cit)'s share of the water-rate; and It was well
known that a very large a.mount of taxation was
~in.g leyied, property in almost every case bearIng Its Just and full burden. Considering these
circumsta.nces, he wished to a.>.k the Governmenli whether they would do what was attempted
last year, but ruled out of ordtr-viz, add to
their vote words in the language of the play billssomething like" for this year only." The same
complaint was being made this as last year, and
the plea, " You gave us no notice," would, coming
from the muniCipalities, be as irresistibltl as ever,
and continue so from year to year. le appeared
to him that Government might fairly Issue a cir·
cular to the various municipal bodies, calling
atttlntion to the declining revenue, so that they
might hold themselves bound not to enter on any
new lllunicilJal contracts on the faith of these
money endowments being continued from year \0
) ear. This, at all events, would hold Parliamen;
flee to deal with the question. He did not me&ll

[Sl!:SSION

IT.

that Parliament was at once absolutely to determine that thtre should be DO more mODey endowments next year, but it would be free to do as it
should happen to think be~t. lie knew the
Governmellt plan must naturally excite jealousy
on the part of the rt'cipients of the smaller
amounts, but jf the establil!hment of municipalities was to be eJlcoura~ed, Government must do
more for the new ones than for the others. He
wished to ask the hon. the Treasurer if he had
any oLjectic.n to issue the circulars he had spoken
about~

Mr. HENDERSON thought the hon. member
for Kilmore was throwing a serious re~ponsib.lity
on the Government when he &liked them to i,sue
such a notice, which w~s, in fact, anticipating
the Legislature. (" No, no.") It. was not m the
power of any Ministry to hold tha.t House free,
and it would be entIrely unconstitutionallor any
Minister to give intimation of a foregone conclusion. Parliament must deal with circumstances as they arose, and it was for municipal
councils to use their own discretion as regarded
entering into contracts. It w&s beyond the power
of anyone to say that these grants were to be
perpetuated, for they were simply made from
year to year. He objected to a Ministry ext:rcising functions whil:h did not belong to th~m.
Mr. VERDON conceived that there were two
distinct kinds of notices-one a binding one, and
the other a I.lotification having no definite effecli
beyond a mere warning. He believeu it WlUl incompetent for a Ministry to express an opinion
that properly belonged to Parliament, and the
suggestion of the hon. member for Kilmore could
not be followed out except at the dellue of Parliament, or in the way of a friendly action. (Mr.
O'oShanassy.-" Hear, hear.") B"side8, he conceived it was scarcely neces!'ary to give this
notice, because from his own knowledge he was
aware that municipalitiell knew that these monq
grants could not last for ever, alld were just ~
anxious to have the matter put on a more batlsfactory and creditable footing. Whenevet: ~Le
mUDlcipal councils met in conference, an opmlOn
had been almm;t una.nimously expresRed by them
that money endowments ougut to cealle, and land
or other endowments be substituted. The Government were alrea.ay preparing a bill to amend the
Municipal Institutions Act; but he would be
scarcely justitieu in stating the inteD,ions of that
measure. Unless the House came to some dehberate resolution that municipal endowments should
absolutely cease, he conceived that it would be
improper for the Government to ta.ke such a step
as would bind a future Parliament.
Mr. KING reminded the House that a similar
discu8sion took place OD thiS subject last se8sion,
and the action taken by the hon .. mem btlr fO.r
Kilmore was, therefore, a mere rept:tltlOn .. !\iu~l
cipal councils would never take a cautIOn till
Parliament, in its WIsdom, determined-and the
sooner the better-·to put these grants in a.id on a
different footing.
Mr. GREEVES remembered the same discU!;sion in several prev;ous 8tssiollS, when it was held
out by cert'lin partltls that the reduction should
be one·fifth per annum, and yet now a sudden determination was come to to make a rt:ductlOn,
which in many cases would amount to one-half.
He should support the motion of the hon: member for North MtJbourne, because while fre
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quently the municipalities got £3 for every £1 of It bad been said that the city had received too
rates, the corporations receIved no more than much 8.3sistance; but he might inform them that
10s.
the aid to muniClpalhi~s had been at the rate of
Mr. FRAZER thou\?ht that if all was taken 478. for every pound of rat,s collected, whih,t the
into calculation it would be found thar the hon. ~rant to the curporation of Melbuurne, indep~n
member for West Geelong had made a little mis- dent of the Gabridli loan. had been only ill the
take. He thought it only fair and necessary to proportion of 5s. 6d. for every pound. It should
reduce the (!rant to Melbourne.
also be borne in minci that the corporation had to
Mr. HO WARD did not agree with the hon. pay the whole interest of the Uabri~lh loan,
the Treasurer that the Ministry would not be although the benefits derived from that loan had
going beyond irs functIOns in adopting the sug· been extended to Sandridgt', St. Kilda. and other
gestion of the hOIl. member for Kilmore if duly municipalities. He trul!ted. therefore, the Goauthorized by ParliamelJt. He thought it would vt'rnment would not be too hard upon the City.
be the House gomg beyond its functions. Let The corporation was contented to be proporhon. members do their work for this year, tionally reduced, but one·half was too great a reand attend to 1 hat only. He had no objection to duction, and he trusted the House would, therethe grant for the municipality of his du;trict being fore, agree to the vote being- increased. At
reduced, but he objected to any notice bt'ing presellt the cOlporation was £30,000 in debt, and
given that that grant would not be given next bad to pay £22,000 interebt on the Gabrielli loan
year.
out of a shillmg rate, and that was an additional
Mr. O'SHANASSY had not wished the muni- reason why the amount should be increased to
cipaiitie8 to be deprived uf their grants for nt:xt £15,000.
year, but merely that they should not be able to
Mr. C BAPMAN opposed the amendment; and
sa) they got no notice. He wished the House to reminded the lloube that municipalities had not
take up a high position in refusing to act without a,ked for the vote, but that it had been given
giving due Ilolice. He was quite content With to them as a sop. becaUl,e they undertook a porthe tUrn the dlscus~ion had taken.
ti<rn of the dutit:s of the Government.
The ruotiou was then put, and negatived withMr. SERVICE thought the Government had
failed to properly enullciate the principle upon Out 1\ diviRion.
which they were going. It seemed to him that
The CHAIRMAN then put the main question,
the proper way to deal with all municipalities when
would be to fix upon a principle based
~lr. DON said that it had not been his
on the one which h ... d heretofortl exi .. ted. intention to go into the general quest.ion,
It was the general opinion that a reduc· nor did he expect that thtl gent:ral questiun
tiou should be made. and he thought the would have been gone into, a~ had been the ca~e.
first should be made WiLh the municipalilies He had previoUlsly abktd whether it would
created during the tir.;t year after the Municipal be gone into, &ond had been under the imAct passed, which should all be put on a similar pression that it would not. Now that it had
footing. (" No, no.") No prlIlciple could, of bern gone inro, however, he would make a few
courNt:l, give uUlverlial sati,,factlOll, bt:cause of the remarks. The way to deal with the grallts to
difference in character between the lI-lUniClpah- municipalities was, he thuught, to cOllsidt:r the
ties. !<'or instance, everyone knew tlJat street-I dIfficulties they had had to deal with, in the
making would be more expemive in SandrIdl!e making of roads, draining, &c. It was because
than it would be in Fi. zroy ; but a prmciple had muniCIpalities had thelSe ditliculti~s to cODtt:nd
bt:ltm workilJg for five year .. , and it would be best with that the money had been ~ranted at all.
to go on with it. The prinClple he would suggest With respect as the grants to different mumciwould be to take all the municipalities that had palities, he thought that the one which he, togelher
received grants during tht:l year 1856, and Tell with two hon. colleagues. had the honour to rethem that their grants in aid next year should be present" as, in the propohal was bdort thtl House,
reductd one-third; those who had received treated unfairly. The di~trict of East (JollilJgwood
grants in 18.')7 to be reduced one-third the was one of the oldest in the colony, and none
ytar following; and so on with those which required in a greater degree the care alld cOllluderLad nctived grants during 1858, the reduc· ation of the House, because iL had the greates,
tion incnasin/Z one-third of the orlj!mal sum pO!;t;ible dlfficultlclI to contend with. III that.
total every y~ar, so tha.t the oldtst mUllic,plI.liLies district it was peculiarly ditlicult to make road I!
would reC~lve just nothing in the fourth year and drains, and yt:t it would be treattd like
from llOW. Such a principle might not be dden· Brighton, which had a natural drainal'e. The dissiblt:l on l'tmeral grounds; bUl he would not argue trict of East Colhngwood contained 1,400 acrt's of
for it, btcaulle he had understood the llQ\.lse to land, l.}ing upon a solid block of honey· combed
agree that the b8.bis of dIstribution should be blu€stone, the mOSL difficult of all to take 10 pieces.
continut:d on the plan herelofore followed out. Now, that municipality had not llent:fittd in
He wa~ ..fraid the proposal ot the hon. the the smalltst by the Gabnelli loan. Not one
Treasurer as to tmburban munieipalities would shilling of that money had been spent bt:low
operattl in some measure to stt. city against tOWll, Smith-street.
and he sa" 110 reason why St. Kilda and Fitzroy
Mr. J. T. S:\1ITH said perhaps the hon.
should nOI btl treated ID that rtspeet the same as member would allow him to exph.ill that East
Eal!t Coll:ngwood. He should, howt;\'er, take Cullingwood never was under the corporation of
another opportunity of dlscmsin\! the question.
Melbourne, and never was taXt:d oue shilling.
Mr. J. T. SMITH did not anticipate beiulo( able
.Mr. DON said he was rather surprised to bear
tu pertmaoe the committt:e to cbange their minds j the explanation, since it was something new to
bUL he tliuul'ht there was some wisuIJdt!rstanding
learn that the corporation had not Htracted
as to the cla.lms of the corporation vi Mt:lbournb. money from an) quarter thty posl>ibly could tax.
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Mr. DUFFY rose to a point of order. He
had understood the hon. member for Collingwood (Mr. Don) to say that he did not intend
to move any amendment to the motion; and such
being the case, he (Mr. Duffy) could not understand why the hon. member, to whom he always
listened with pleasure when speaking on subjects
with which he was well acquainted, had treated
them to this history of East Collingwood.
(Laughter.)
Mr. DON said he had no wish to occupy the
time of the House unnecessarily, but he felt
bound to defend East Collingwood when it was
attacked. (H Oh, oh.") He had understood the
hon. member, Mr. J. T. Smith, to say that tha.t
municipality had got a large share of the Gabrielli
loan; and, as that was not the case, he felt
bound to defend East Collingwood.
Mr. JOHNSTON was going to take a different
course from that adopted by Ihe hon. member
for Collingwood. He was going to move an
amendment to the motion, but not for the purpOBe of increasing the total amount of the vote.
His motion had reference to the municipalities of Sc. Kilda and Prahran, which he
thought were being unfairly treated; and
it was, that the word'!, .. with the exception of the mumcipalities of St. Kilda and
Prahran, which are to be subject to a deduction
of 50 per cent.," be left out. Such a piece of
inju,tice as would be perpetratfld if these words
were kept in would, he thought, be likely to lead
to bad results, and he maintained that St. Kilda
and Prahran were being treated with injustice.
It was true that St. Kilda had last year received
£7,000; but that district was not alone the recipient of that all!ount, since Sandhurst had received a similar sum; and the fact was, that St.
Kilda had been at a greater outlay in making roads
and drains than that sum covered. He could not
underHand for what reason St. Kilda and Prahran
had been singled out instead of any other municipality. Of the whole amounts voted, Sandhurst
had received £36,900; Ballarat, £35,000; Bmeraid Hill, £33,000 ; and St. Kilda only £30,000;
and yet St. Kilda had been singled out for reduction, while the others had been allowed to rema.in as they were. He was quite unable to Ree
why suburban localities should be treated dlfferently, and with more i'1justice, than localities up
the country. It might be said that St. Kilda did not
requiI'e much money, but such was not the ca~e. St.
Kilda did require a considerable amount of mOlley,
and any person acquainted with the district would
easily under!ltand that his statement wa~ well
founded. That municipality had to drain a lar~e
extent of country, and this year their outlay for
drainage would be considerably more tha.n the
whole amounr. voted to them. He did not want to
increa,e the to al amount of the vote, but he
wanted St. Kilda and Pni.hran to stand as they
had done.
Mr. EMBLING said he was going to move an
amendment on the clause preceding that alluded
to by the hon. member for St. Kilda (Mr.
J ohnston). It was unfair, he said, to make
Fitzroy an exceptional case, when it was remembered that that municipality had peculiar difficulties to contend with. In that dIstrict hon.
membt'rs woulJ find that there were a gre~.t many
hO!l.;ei into which the water lit.erally poured like
a fbod afLer rain. In fact, to such an extent
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were these houses flooded, that frequently the inhabitants had to carry their children into the upper apartments, to escape the water. In that
district, a great amount of drainage would be
required, and therefore it would be unfair to
Fltzroy to subject it to the proposed reduction.
Let that. municipality take its proper place, and
its fair share of the money.
Mr. BENNETT proposed the insertion of
words to the effect, that a certain portion of the
grant to Melbourne should be expended in the
erection of gates and fences to the hay market
at North Melbourne.
The CHAIR \4AN ruled that the proposition
was not in order, as the first item had been virtualIy dispol'ed of, and
Mr. LOADER said the matter was one which
would be discussed more properly by the City
Council.
Mr. STEPHEN moved that the grant to Ea.st
Collingwood should be increaied by the sum of
£2,310, BO as to make it the same amount aB last
year.
The CHAIRMAN said there was one amendment already before the chair.
Mr. SNuDGRASS protested against the
manner 1Il which the public time was being
wasted (hear, hear), and urged the nece8llity for
the committee coming to a. speedy decision with
regard to the whole vote.
Mr. II OWARD said the member for DalhouRie
was anxious to get the vote o~er, becaulle he did
not represent any municipality at all. (Laughter.)
The member for St. Kilda appeared jealous at
Sandhurst having 1:5.000, while St. Kilda would
be allowed only £3,900. But why did not the
latter municipality put on a 1s. 6d. instead of a
la. rate.
Mr. VERDON observed tha~, of the whole
number of municipalities, r here were 20 which
would receive in 1861, as the Estimates were
now !>ubmitted, an average amount of only
£690. But this sum would have to be reduced, if the grants to Fitzroy, Prahran, and
St. Kilda were to be increased. (Hear, hear.)
He expressed his surprise that the mtmber for
St. Kilda should agree. for oncfi, with the
member for Ripon in conSidering that, in thl3
distribution of the vote, the Government had
paid special regard to hon. members representing
the gold· fields. He (Mr. Verdon) might say for
himsel; and c(,lleagueB that no such consideration had il;fluenced the Government ill determining this di8tribution. The only influence
to which they had been suhjected was the desire
that the small municipalities ~hould not be deprived of the little to which they were entitled,
in order mE'rely that the larger municipalities
mij.!ht be able 10 build magnificent town halls,
and perform other works which were not absolutely required. (Hear, hear.) He trusted
the committee would concur in the distribution
as submitted by the Government.
1\1r. J. T. SMITH proposed an amendment,
striking out the words declaring that the grant
to the city of Melbourne should " he expended
under t.he Ranction of the Board of Land and
Works." The Ci'y Council, he observed, had
been subjected to great inconvenience in con sequence of tbe Government wishin~ to dictate
to them how the state grant should be expended.
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The CHAIRMAN ruled that as the first
item had been disposed of, the hon. member was
out of order.
Mr. J. T. SMITH said, then he would make
bis amendment apply to the second item-the
grant to Geelonj!. (Laughter.) He considered
it absurd to declare that a corporation, with a
mayor, aldermen, and councillors, should not be
allowed t~ spend £5,000 without the sanction of
the Board of J~and and Works. He would ra! her
see both the Melbourne and Gee10ng items struck
out altogether than that the corporations of those
places should he so fettered.
Mr. G RANT was perfectly indifferent as to
whether t,he conditions on which the grant!! were
made to .Melbourne and Geelong were struck out
or not, because these conditions, so far as he
could learn, had been practically inoperative. The
corporation of Melbourne had set former Governments at defiance, and expended the money voted
by the Legislature as they pleased, notwithstand·
ing all the efforts that were made to keep them to
their terms. The corporation promised to perform
some works of urgent necessity, but the promise
was never fulfilled. He might instance the drain
from Flinders-street to the Falls. This work was
promised by the city surveyor last year. He (:l1r.
Grant) had a memorandum from the chief architect to the effect that the city surveyor mentioned
to him last year that the corporation were quite
alive to the necessity of this work, and that it
was only delayed because they were awaiting
funds.
Mr. J. T. SMITH observed that the city sur-'
veyor was not the corporation, and that the corporation had not funds for the work referred to.
The corporation were in debt to the extent of
£30,000. and one of theil" first acts at the opening of the current municipal year was to resolve
that no now public works should be undertaken
until thl\t deht had been reduced to £5,000.
Mr. DUFFY believed the committee had come
to the conclusiou that the further they could
localize the national expenditure the better; but,
if they desired to enter upon that effectually, the
soon~r they disencumbered local exertion of all
unnecessary central control the better. There
would be no pract.ical advantage, he considered,
in retaining this supervision over the corporations of Mtllbourne and Geelong. Serious delay
arose from it, and the practical gain was too
small for arithmetic to reach. (Hear, hear.)
He was of opinion that many dislricts of
the country were very much over-officered.
He knew one or two small towns at each
of which there was a professional man reprepenting the Public Works Department, one professional man representing that division of the
Board 01 Land and Works which controlled the
pubhc roads. and another professional man representing the Road Board of the district. lIe remembered no less than five profeRsional men at
Warrnambool and at Belfast receiving salaries for
doing that which one could do. Why was this
but that the central Government undertook
to superintend works which ought properly to
have been left to local supervislOn? And what
was the result? A new jetty was ordered at
Warrnambool. A professional man in the
service of the municipality would have
gladly undertaken the construction of the
work, but the then Government insisted upon
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sending down an officer of their own. When the
jetty was about half made it was found that the
timber upon whICh it rested had not been shod
with iron, as was required; and, accordingly, the
jetty had to be pulled up, and the work done over
aj!ain. (A laugh.) At Belfast a similar case
occurred. An officer was sent down by the
Government, and he undertook to aher the course
of the jetty. The harbour-master interfered,
and showed that by this arrangement the jetty
would Dot be in deep water, and, therefore, when
completed, would be of very little use. Nevertheless, the yOUD~ gentleman insisted upon pursuing his course, and in COD sequence, the Legislature had to vote a sum of money over again, in
order to bring the jetty into deep water.
(Laughter.) These cases showed that this double
supervision was anything but profitable. (Hear,
hear.)
Mr. HENDERSON could conceive of a good
reason for tlJe insertion of the provision in question, in the fact that a made road in that ward of
the city m which he lived would have been all the
better for Government superintendence. So much
was this the case, that there was a strong desire
for the se;>aration of the ward from the corporation. This, however, was an exceptional instance; and in principle he agreed with the hOD.
member for Villiers and lieytesbury. It was a
general principle that if a Government made &
grant of money for any particular purpose, it had
a perfect nght to supervize its expenditure; but
the particular position of the colony, and the
progress of decentralization, made it inapplicable
ill the present intltance. He thought the present
discusoion would in itself be a sufficient warning to the corporation of Melbourne to look more
after the outl)ing districts.
Mr. BENNETTwasin a position, from personal
knowledge, to state that, though a petition for
separation had been sent in from Smith Wardthe one alluded to-a counter peti~ion had~been
much more numerously signed.
Mr. VERDON reminded the House that he
was under a pledge to the hon. member for
A voca to report progress about that hour, till after
the second order of the day-viz., the further
consideration of the Payment of Members Bill in
committee-had been disposed of. (" Hear, hear."
" No, no.") He should keep his promise; but,
before he moved that th&- Chairman report progress, he submitted that it would be better to
dispose of the question before the House.
Mr. GREEVES expressed himself as holding
similar views to those of the hon. member for
VLlliers and Heytesbury.
Mr. GRANT believed the words objected to
were perfectly inoperative. They had been inserted beoa.use they had been left in the Estimates
of the late Government. He was ready now to
give them up. (Cries of " Divide.")
Mr. EMBLING, amid a storm of cries for a.
division. made a few inaudible remarks.
Mr. FRANCI8 did not wish to addre~s his
constituents through the House (hear, hear); but
trusted the House would recognize the importance of seeing that the drainage on the south
side of Flindtlrs-street was' properly attended
to, 80 that city property might be safe in times of
flood. During his occupancy of office be had UDsucceRsfully turned his attention to this matter;
but if it was not altered in another year, and he
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still kept his seat in that House, he should
request that a portion of the grant in aid should
be set apa.rt for the purpose of remedying the
evil.
The amendment for striking out the condition
in que8tion was then put, and agreed to.
Mr. LOCK moved, that the sum of £2,000 he
added to the ~rant to new municipalities. £1,000
W8!1, he thought, hardly enough to give 8 new
municipality; and surely more than four would
be proclaimed during the year. He knew of two
applications that would soon he ma-ie.
Mr. HAI~ES hoped the HOllse would take the
vote~ as they stood, for he helieved the distribution was falrer than it would be if any alteration
were made. It would have been better had the
proposed Municipal In!ltitutions Act Amendment
Bill been before the House; but, knowing the
difficulties of preparing a bill during the session,
he could not reflect on the Government on that
account.
Mr. STEPHEN asked how the '£4,000 would
Le distributed ? Would it be first come first
8erved?
Mr. VERDON believed the amount would be
found to be ample, keeping in view the fact that
so many months of the year had already passed.
He was not aware of any fixed principle of distribution, but intended to collect reliable data, of
population, property, and !l0 on; and upon them
baNe a certain set of regulations for the future.
The amendment proposed by Mr. Lock was
then put, and lost.
The two amendments-reducing the grants in
aid to the municipalitie~ of Fitzroy, St. Kilda,
and Prahran by 3;3~ per cent., instead of 50 per
cant.-were then severally put and negatived.
Mr. EMBLING moved the inserlion of the
following word!! :_u With the exception of the
municipality of East Collin/!wood, which is to he
subject to a deduction of 15 per cent. only." The
case, he contended, was a most exceptional one.
The municipality, in the first place, ought never
to have been built on, but, having been built on,
it ought at least to be made habitahle by proper
drainage. Re had previously described the cases
of scarlet and other fevers, which had been occasioned hy the want of drainage.
Mr. WILKIE ro~e to order, as the municipalities formed in 1857 and 1858 had heen du.posed
of. The subject before the Rouse was the muniipalies formed in 1855 and 1856.
The CHAIRMAN did not know when the municipa.lity of East eollingwood was formed. He
thoujl;ht the hon. member for Collingwuod was in
order.
Mr_ EMBLING had lived for mlmy years in
East Collingwood, and could not see the district
depopulat.ed by fever ~ithout feeling It deeply.
He left it to the mercy of hon. members to agree
to blS motion, Dnd give the working men of the
place-for East Collingwood was a working man's
suhurb-healtby, happy homes.
Mr. FRAZER thought the Ilermon (l< Order")
-well, then, the eloquent oration, ot Ihe hon.
memher for Collingwood only diRproved his case,
and that the inhabitants of East Collingwood
should leave so unhealtby a place. lIe could not
agree with the principle of giving a large amount
of money to a municipality because it had been
improperly built upon, or else other municipalities, such as Ballara.t Ealst, might claim a much
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larger sum of money on account of a similar
mi!ltake. (Hear, hear.)
Mr. DON asked his hon. colleague to withdraw
his amendment, not because he did not agree
with it, but because he meant within a short
time to put forward the claims of East Collingwood more distinctly, and on the ground
that no pOR!lihle good could be done with
a mere £1,300.
It would not make 100
yards of street in some places. Nothing would
b'l of service but an Improvement Bill, such 1\8
Fitzroy ha.d obtained, and by means of whicll
dra.mage could be conductf'd in a proper and
scientitic manner. He had not the slightest
doubt that the hon. member was aware that an
Improvement Bill was in course of preparation,
and that, after the opinions of some of the leading members of the House had been given on ir,
ir, would be introduced into Parliament. The
House would then be al'lked for a sum of money.
or to give borrowin~ powers. Under these circumst.ances, he trusted the hon. member would
withdraw hil'l amendment.
Mr. STEPHEN supported the amendment, on
the ground that the municipality had ma.de 33
miles of road, and, on account of its poverty,
had every claim to be considered a special case.
Mr. EMBLING expressed his willingness to
withdraw the amendment., which he had introduced merely as a matter of duty to the district.
The
e of £100,000 for grants in aid to municipalities was then agreed to.
The House resumed, and the CHAIRMAN reported progress and obtained leave to sit again
on Tuesday.
ABATTOIRS BILL.
DISTRICT INSOLVENT COURTS BILL.

The orders of the day for the second reading of
these bills were postponed until Tuesday.
GOVERNOR'S SALARY BILL.

Mr. STEPHEN moved for leave to bring in a
bill to fix the salary and allowances of future
Governors of Victoria.
Mr. GREEVl4jS seconded the motiofl.
Mr. IlEALES pointed out that, as the question had beeu fully discussed in that House
already, and dlsposed of, and as the bill had
been summarily rejected by the other branch of
the Le!{islature, it would be inconvenient to brin~
forward thesubjec' aJIain. lIe trusted the Government would be allowt'd to proceed with new business rather than to re· discuss old questions; and
on those grounds he should oppose the firHt reading of the LilI. (Hear, hear.)
Mr. STEPHEN ?ointed out that his bill was
entirel}' distinct from that thrown out by the
Legislative Council, as it referred only to future
Governors.
Mr. EMBLING expressed himself surprised at
the course pursued by the Chief Secretary, who,
he thought, could not have been sincere when he
introduced a similar measure. He considered it
was most necessary that a decided opinion should
be expressed on the subject during the present
session.
Mr. DONALD supported the motion ; and suggested that the second reading of the bill should
be fixed for Tuesday, when there would be a call
of
House.
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Mr. CHAPMAN opposed the introduction of.
the bill, when there was so much bURiness before
the House, and also on the ground that it would
perpetuate the appointment of the present
Governor of this colony.
The question wa.s put, and the House divided,
with the following result :Ayes
12
~~

~

Majority against the motion
15
The following·is the division-list :AYES.
Mr. Greeve3
Mr. Pyke
Mr. Don
- Hainell
- Riddell
- Donald
- Smith, J '1.
- Emhling
- Levi
-

Firebraca

-

Lock

-

Stephen.

NOES.

Mr. Amsinck
-

Anderson
Bennett
Brooke

-

Ch\DIDall

- Duffy

Dr. Evans

Mr. Francis
-

Gillespie

Mr. Gillies
- Grant
- Beales
-
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Benderson
Hood

- Howa.rd
- Humflhy
- JohLston
- King

Mr. Loader
- M'Lella.n
- Mollison
-

-

O'Hea.

O'Shll.n8ol<sy
Prendergaat
Sincla.ir

Smith, L. L.
Verdon.

YARRA BEND LUNATIC ASYLUM.

Mr. JOH~STON moved" That a !'elect committee be appointed to inquire into the condition and management of the
Yarra Bend Lunatic Asylum and of criminal
lu~atics, with power to send for persons and
papers, three to form a quorum ; such committee
to consist of Mr. O'Shanassy. Mr. Mollison, Mr.
IIedley, Mr. Michie, Mr. Hadley, Mr. Gillespie,
Mr. Greev&.!, Mr. Heales, Dr. Macadam, Mr.
Don, and the mover; and that the evidence
taken befon the Lunatic Asylum Committee last
session be rderred to this committee."
The motitu was agreed to.
WATER SUPPLY.

Mr. FRA~CIS moved"That tle second order of the day, Jreneral
business, t3.l:e precedence of all other business
on Tuesday, 23rd April inst."
Mr. GRA~T, on behalf of the Government,
offered no oJjection.
The motim was a~reed to.
The remaning notices of motion and the first
order of the da}' were postponed, to permit of the
consideratiOl of the second order of the day.
PAYMENT OF MEMBERS BILL.

The HOUle resolved itself into committee for
the further !OnKideration of this bill.
On the fint clause being read,
Dr. EV A~S offered a iew words, in addition to
what he hal said formerly on the subjf'ct. He
t.hought tha.; some apology was due to the House
for his abllelCe when the bill was last before the
House; bUl the faet was, he was unable to at·
tend on tlat occasion through illness. lIe
trusted hon members would accept his apology.
It had ocmrred to him to propose the addition to tie clause of the words "LE'gi~lative
Council," aI well as Legislative Assembly; but
he afterwaris thought that to do so would look
like a bribe to the members of the other House,

and, therefore, he had made up his mind not to
move that addition. The only alteration he
would propose in the clause was that the words
"half-payor pension," be struck out of the latter
part of the clau8e. He might add that he would
not look on legislation on this suhject as perfect
till the other House was included.
Mr. E,\1BLI~G sail he objected, not only to
the clause, but to the bill. He looked upon the
introduction of such a clause as derogatory to
that House, and he was sorry to think that the
hon. member (Dr. Evans) had had anything to do
with the bill. lIe looked upon that hon. member
as the Nestor of the House, and he did not think
that the bill added to his reputation. On introducing the bill he thought the hon. member had
perfectly lost himself. He might sav WIth reference to it, and the hon. member, H to what base
uses may we come at last." (Laughter, and
"Oh, oh.")
Mr. L. L. S:;\IITH said if the hon. member
would look at the clause of the bill he would see
that it was not to take effect until after the dUisolution of the uresent ParliJ.ment.
Mr. EMBLING was aware of that. Itseemed
strange to him that grovelling pelf could be suffered to be an attraction to hon. members of
that House. He had never believed that the
hon. member for Avoca was in earnest in bringing in this bill, and he was surprised to find that
such was the case. He would move, as an
amendment, that all the words after the word
" every," in the first line, be struck out.
Mr. M'LELLAN, in reply to t.he last speaker,
pointed out the fact that, unless some such bill
as that proposed were passed, it would be almost
impossible that the up-country districts could be
represented. because it was not to be expected
that men in good positions would come down
from those district!!, and sacrifice their position
in the districts for the purpose of taking seats in
that House unless !;Iome remuneration were
given to them. If all hon. members could
manage their business ItS Mr. Emhling did his,
there would be no necessity for the passing of any
such bill; but if t.he up-country districts were to
be represented at all, there must be payment of
members. To take his own case, for example. If
payment of members had been in force at the
last election, he would venture to say that a representative much more qualified for the duties
tha.n himself would have taken his seat for
Ararat. He was sent because no better man
could be found.
lie had been foolish to
sacrifice his position, and come down ther~ as
the representative of that. district, but he would
take care how he did so again. (Laughter.)
Mr. HAINES sa.id he bad voted against the
bill before, and he would do so again; but
without detaining the House unnecessarily, be
would like to explain the reasons for I,which he
voted. When the bill was last before the House
he had not had time, at the late hour of the
evening, to express his opinion on the &ubject.
and he would bridly do so now. It seemed to
him not unreasonable that some compensation
should be given to hon. member!; of that House,
but in that view of the case, the bill did not
go far enough, bec::.use the sum therein mentioned would not be an adequate compensation
to members for the time and labour devoted to
the service of the colony. The amount put down
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could not be intended as full remuneration to
members, but must be intended merely for defraying travelling expenses, &c., to which members
coming from a distance were liahle. But he
thought that in this respect a mistake was made.
What the, wanted in the House was not speculative legISlators, or the theories of able but unpractised men, but practical legislation and the
views of men of practical experience. (Laughter.)
HOIl. members might laugh, but the opinion
was not his only; he had heard good
authorities on the subject, and he would put the
a.uthorities against the laugh. But he objected
to the bill on another ground, and that was, that
wherever the system of pa.yment of members was
in force it was not found' to work well. He had
made inquiries with respect to the working of the
system in Canada, and found that it worked
badly there. The salaries paid were not large, as
was proposed to be the case here; and the explanation of the defective working of the
system was, that where a small amount of remuneration was lZiven a class of persous became
members who had no other means of living.
They soon found that the sum they received
was not adequate to meet their expenses, and
they were compelled to supplement their salaries
by corrupt means. In America, too, they found
tha.t the syatem of payment of members worked
sadly, and gave rise to corrupt measures. To
such an extent, indeed, was corruption carried
there, that there had been instances of the expulsion of members from the House of Representatives for corrupt practices. It was notorious
there that bribery could ca.rry through any
measure. These facts, he thought, formed a
strong objection to the system proposed by the
bill, and proved pretty conclusively that it did
Bot lead to successful legislation. (Hear, hear.)
Mr. CHAPMAN supported the motion.
Mr. DONALD supported the clause, on the
ground of the difficulty experienced by remote
constituencies in securing suita.ble representatives
under existing circumstances. He was satisfied
with the amount of remuneration proposed by
the bin. He did not anticipate any of the virulent election contests which tbe mover of the
amendment a.ppeared to dread would be the result of the measure. It might be to the interest
of some gentlemen to be returned to Parliament
without any reference to remuneration. ProfessionallZentiemen resident in the metropolis might
be indifferent as to whether payment of members
prevailed, becaulle they found their practice
advanced through occupying a seat in the
House.
Mr. EMBLING.- Only lawyers. (Laughter.)
Mr. DONALD, in continuation, denied that
payment of members wag calculatt d to lead to
jobbery and corruptioR. Unpaid me:nbers, he
considered, were more liable than paid members
to bribery and corruption.
Mr. HOOD considered the member for Portland paid a poor compliment to the cons' ituencies
when he said that the passing of the bill would
lead to the filling of the ~iouse with political
adventurers. The principle of not paying members had not filled the House with good men.
Then, let them try the other principle. lIe
waij confident that the bill would have the effect
of securing for the country stronger Ministries
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than had been seen hitherto, and in this respect
it would prove a conservative measure.
After remarks from Mr. L. L. SMITH and Mr.
STEPHEN,

Mr. G ILLESPIE rose to support the amendment; and, as he had not spoken before on the
question, he begged to state the reason why he opposed the bill. (A Voice.-" Its of no consequence ;" and laughter.) During the last session
the House passed, almost unanimously, a measure for repealing the 53rd clause of the Constitution Act, the em·ct of which would be to throw
the ministers of religion throughout the country
on the voluntary principle. Now, in his opinion,
it was far more important that ministers of religion should be supported from the state funds
tha.n members of Parliament; and as the former
had to be thrown on the free-will of the people,
he did not see why members of Parliament should
not share the same fate. (H Hear, hear;" and
"No, no.") Already the voluntary principle had
been tried, and certain hon. members had received tangible evidence of the value placed on
their services by their constituents. (Hear, hear.)
He did not think any better arrangement could
be introduced. (Laughter, and "Hear, hear."
After the speech of the hon. member for Portland, his views on this subject were more than
ever confirmed.
Mr. GREE VES was satisfied tbat payment of
members would result in one of two things-either the election of men of a high or of a low
sta.ndard ; and his conviction was that it would
injuriously affect the constitution of the Legislature.
Mr. WOOD would move, as a further amendment, that the words" three hundred" pounds be
changed to "four hundred." His views on payment of members were well known. He was
opposed to it, while admitting the justice of giving
some indemnity to those hon. members who
lived at a distance from torm, and at the proper
time he should move an amendment confinmg
the payment to those who were country residents.
The question, however, before the House was,
the proper amount of compensation that was to
be received, and he trusted that, even those
altogether oPPolled to the principle, would ask
themselves whether £300 per annum could be
looked upon as sufficient? No doubt, many
would come to that House for £200 per annum,
but the country did not want for its representatives blacksmiths, stonemasons, and such uneducated men, or uncertificated insolvents (a laugh)l
or men of that character. The country wanted
men of education, and men who could give some
guarantee of their character and capacity to
transa.ct the business of the colony.
The CHAIRMAN pointed out that the hone
member was out of order. The time was pa.st
when such an amendment could be put. It could
be brought on at the third reading.
Mr. WOOD, under the circumstances, would
withdraw his amendment.
Mr. DON had not meant to speak on this question but as he had been included by an hon. member 'among those whom it was undesirable ..
have in that HOUJIe-- (Mr. Chapman." Hea.r, hear.")
Mr. WOOD would assure the hon. member for
Coning wood that when he used the word stonemason he was uot eVun thinking of him.
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Mr. DON was sure the hon. member could
not be thinking of anyone else. (Mr. Chapman
Hear, hear.")
Mr. HOOD.-The hone member for Beechworth distinctly says he did nut mean the hone
member for ColliDgwood, who I think need not
go on.
Mr. DON could not conceive but that the
word If stonemason" was used as a direct insinuation against himself; and he would inform
the hone member for Beechworth that, after explaining his social position, he had been placed
by his constituents at the head of the poll.
Here Mr. Wood left the House.
Mr. DO N continued to compare his attention
to his Parlia.mentary duties with that of the hone
member for Beechworth, and added, that it would
be no trouble to him to attend to those duties
in the same way as the hone member he had
alluded to. [Mr. Don continued his remarks in
the same strain at great length.]
Mr. GRA Y reminded the House of the acknowledgement of the hone member for Beechworth
that he only remained in the colony to make
money; and asked why had that hone member
not the same contempt for glibness, impertinence,
and malapertne88 as he had for a low social condition. Mr. Gray proceeded to quote BucltJle'a
History of Civilization, and, at great length, to
show the low social condltion of the men who had
governed England, finally protestmg against the
"vulgar insolence" of which the hon. member
for Beechworth had been guilty.
Mr. WOOD (who had just returned to the
House) rose to order, as the hone member for
Rodney had entirely departed from the question
before the House, which was the retention of the
words H half-payor pension." He (Mr. Wood)
had already distinctly declared that his remarks
had not been intended to apply to the hon.
member for Collingwood. He had merely objected to stonemasons, bricklayers, and blacksmiths as members of that House on account of
their supposed want of education.
The CHAIRMAN decided that the hone
member for Rodney was out of order. He might
be permitted to add that that hone member should
not be personal in his remarks, especially as the
hone member for Beechworth had promptly WIthdrawn his statement.
Mr. WOO D.-Mr. Gray's arguments related to
an amendment which I have withdrawn.
Mr. GRAY would reserve his remarks till a
future stage of the debate.
Mr. DON was again proceeding to refer to the
remarks of the hon. member for Beechworth,
when
Mr. WOOD again rose to order.
Mr. GRAY.-Why is the hon. member 80
anxious to shield himself, after being so unscrupulous in his remarks.
Mr. WOOD asked if the word 11 unscrupulous"
was in order?
The CHAIRMAN called Mr. Gray to order.
He thougnt, conSIdering the excitement occasioned by a. supposed personal allusion, that he
had already given sufficient latitude. His attention, however, had been called to the point of
order, and he must rule accordingly.
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Dr. EV ANB trusted the committee would support him in endeavouring to pass the bill. (Hear.
hear.)
Mr. GREEVEB hoped the hon. member for
Rodney would withdraw the word "unscrupulous."
Mr. FRAZER.-No, no.
Mr. WOOD.-As far as 'r am concerned, I do
not insist on the withdrawal. It does not make
any difference. (A laugh.)
The clause was then put, and, verbally amended
on the motion of Dr. EVaDs, agreed to.
Mr. WOOD then moved the addition of two
provisoes to the bill, which excluded the members of the Melbourne and suburban districts
from the benefit of the act, together with those
who did not sign a declaration to the effect
that their usual place of residence was in the
country.
Dr. EV ANB opposed the amendment, alluding
to its unfair operation in his own case, he being
a Melbourne man representing a country district.
Mr. WOOD admitted that he did notthink the
hone and learned member for the Avoca. would
be daring enough to live among his constituents
for £300 a year. (A laugh.)
Mr. HOOD suggested that any country member, whose usual residence was in Melbourne,
might qualify himself for the £300 a year by
taking a cottage at the Werribee or Sunbury, to
which he might travel easily with his free railway ticket. He did not think the amendment
would work.
The amendment was then negatived, and the
clause agreed to.
The next clause, setting forth that the act
should take effect after the next dissolution of
Parliament, was then read.
Mr. WOOD proposed, alii an amendment, the addition of the words, fI and shall continue in
operation for five years thereafter." He did not
think any hon. member would object to the act
expiring by effluxion of time, if good representatives were then to be obta.ined WIthout payment.
Mr. HENDERSON opposed the amendment.
on the general ground of the desirability everywhere of payment of members.
The question was then put, alld the House
divided, with the following result :._. 8
Ayes
..• 19
Noes
Majority against the amendment ... 11
The division-list was as follows :AYES.

Hr. Bennett

- Flrebrace
- Grooves

Mr. Humtrray
-

Molli8on

- O'dbanassy

Mr. RiddeU
-

Wood.

NOES.

Mr. Brodle

Mr. Frazer

-

Brooke

-

Grant

-

Don
Donald

-

Henders:m

-

Hood

- Chapman
Dr.Bvans

- Gray

- Loader

Mr. M'Lella.D
- O'Hea
- Pren dergast
-

Sinclair

- Smith, L. It.
- Verdon.

Mr. Foott
The preamble was then read and agreed to,
with the substitution of the word" indemnified'·
for U compensated:'
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The un was then reported to the House, and
the consideration of the report made an order of
the day for Tuesday next.
The remaining business beinl! post pOlled, the
House rose at 25 minutes past 12 o'clock.
PAIRs.-On thE:' Payment of Member!'; Bill:
Mr. Btephen for, Mr. Gillespie against; Mr. Gillies for, Mr. Service against; Mr. Serjeant for,
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Mr. Nicholson against; Dr. Macadam for, Mr.
Haim~s against; .Mr. Hadley for, Mr. Wilkie
agaimt; :Mr. Lock for, Mr. Martley against;
Dr. Thomson for, Mr. Howard against; Mr.
Francis for, Mr. Snodgrass against; Mr. Anderson for, 1\1r. Emblmg against; :\lr. Pyke for,
)Ir. Levi agaiDl..t. On the mot.ion for a call of
the. House: Mr. Stephen for, Mr. Ridddl
agams.

FIFTY-SIXTH DAY, TUESDAY, APBIL
The Speaker took the chair at 20 minutes past
4 o'clock.
PAPERS.
Mr. I1EALEs presented the gold·fields statistics
for I he year 1860.
Mr. VERDON laid on the table a printed statement of the receIpts and expeodiLure and vital
sta,tistics for the year 1860, furnished by chari·
table institutions, in accordance with the conditions of the grants for that year.
Mr. HEALES produced the first report of the
Exhibition Commissioners.
Mr. GRANT laid on the table the report and
financial statement of the rail way department
for the year 1860.
PRESENTATION OF THE ADDRESS TO THE COM?tlANDER OE' THE FORCES.
The St'r~eant·at-Arms announced that MajorGeneral Pratt was in attendance.
Mr. HEALES moved that the Major-Gmeral
be admit:ed.
This was agreed to without comment.
Mr. HEALES then moved that a chair for the
aflcommodation of HIs Excellency be placed
within the b:tr of the House.
This was also c:trried without dissrnt.
Major-Genera.l Pratt then entered the Honse,
and was uRhcred to an arm-chair within the bar
by the Serjeant-at-Arms. The gallant General
was in full dreRs uniform, :md waR attended by
Colonel Pitt, Colonel Allderwn, Colonel Carey,
Lieutenant Forster, Dr. MOWl1.Tt, Captain Pasley,
Commi8sar~-General Mylrea, Capt.ain Scratchley,
R.E., and Commander Norman, R.N.
The General being seated,
The SPEAKER addressed him as follows :"Major-General Pratt,-In pursuance of the
unanimous vote of this House, the pleasing duty
devolves upon me of conveying to you the thanks
of the House for your gallant services in New
Zealand, and our congratulations upon your safe
return to this colony. You have conducted to a
successful issue the operations of a war of a
peculiarly trying and haras8ing nature, the difficulties of which, I am well assured, have been
but ill understood at a distance; and it is a proud
satisfaction to your country to know that, under
such circuIIlstances, the reputation of the BritIsh
arms has been sustained by you and the brave
men you commanded, with a distinguished valour
and spil"lt worthy of the historic renown of the
army and navy of England.
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"I have to request,. Major-General, that you
will convey the thanks of this House to the
officers and soldiers of all arm!', as well as to
Commodore Seymour and the naval forces under
his command engaged in this war, for their intrepIdity and zeal, and that you will as!lurethem of t-he
high sense this House entertains of thpir bravery,
and of its deep sympathy with the widows aud
children of those who have so gloriously fallen in
the service of their country.
"An unintentional omission has occurred in
the proceedings of the House, from our being
unaware at the time that the colonial armei
steam:;hip Victoria had not been placed under
the orders of Commander Seymour. It would
ill become me, on such an occasion as the pre!'ent, to overlook the gallant volunteers of the
VlCtoria, or for me to avoid the responsibility
which I now assume in asking of you, MajorGenral, to present the thanks of this H ouse to
Commander Norman, and the officers and crew
of the Victoria, for the conspicuous courage and
ready energy which they have, on all occasions,
so eminently displayed during this war, both by
land and hv sea."
lHajor-GE'mera.1 PRATT immediately rose, and
replied in the followmg' terms :" Mr. Speaker,-I beg to return YOll my most
sin('er~ thank;.; for Ih3 honrur done me in your
conveying to me I he thanks of this House for. my
services in New Zealand, and its congratulatlOns
upon my return.
"Sir, at any time this would have been an
honour most highly prized by me, v,ut, under
existing circumstances, it is to me at thIS moment
most acceptable; and the gratification is mnch
enhanced by my being permitted to return my
thanks in person at the bar of this House.
"You have al~o delegated to me a mo~t
pleasing duty: and I shall not fail to convey to
Commodore Seymour and the Royal Naval
Brigade, and to Commander Norman and the
officers and the crew of Her Majesty's colonial
steam-vessel the Victoria, and to the o~ers and
soldiers of all ranks, the high sense which this
honourable Hou~e entertains of their bravery and
good services in the war in New Zealand; and of
its deep sympathy with the widows and families
of those who have fallen in the service of their
country during the war."
The gallant General then bowed to the Speaker
and the hon. members present, and, with his
staff, left the House.
On the motion of Mr. HEALES, it was resolved that the address of the Speaker and the
reply of Major·General Pratt, should be entered
on the minutes of the House.
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PETITIONS.
Petitions were presented by Mr. HOWARD
from merchants, storekeepers, and other residents of the Bendigo district, in favour of the
Local Insolvency Courts Bill; by Mr. DONALD,
from a public meeting of miners at Chiltern,
praying for the abolition of the gold export duty;
by Mr. STEPHEN, from inhabitants of Fitzroy,
in favour of the Abattoirs Regulation Bill; by
Mr. EMBLING, from residents of Fitzroy to the
same eff"ct; from certain members of the Fitzroy
Municipal Council, praying that that district
might be placed on the same footillg as other
mum~ipalities created in the years 1857 an11858,
with reference to the grant· in-aid ; and from the
Chairman of the ~'itzroy Municipality, in
favour of the passing of a bill for regulating the
slaughtering of cattle in municipaliiies.
THE YICTORIAN RAILWAYS.
Mr. L. L. SVlITH gave notice that, on the
following day, Mr. Woods would ask the Commissioner of Public Works how many hours per
day the engine-drivers, stokers, guards, and
railway porters worked, what amount of Bun·
day labour they performed, whether they were
allowed holidays like other public 6ervants, and
how they were paid?
COMMONAGE AT MOUNTAIN CREEK.
Mr. O'HEA gave notice that, on Thursday, he
would ask the Commissioner of Lands and Survey,
whether any application had reached the department from Mountain Creek and Redbauk for the
proclama1 ion of a gold-fields common there;
whether it was the intention of the Government
to grant the application; 'and, If so, what was the
area or extent of the proposed common?
MOLLISON STREET BRIDGE.
l\Ir. HADLEY intimated that, next day, he
should move a resolution, with a view to the
placing on the Supplementary Estimates for I8HI
the sum of £2,000, for the purpose of cau8in~ the
height of the bridge at l\lolhson-street, Kyneton, to be rais6d 7ft. above that now proposed.
THE GRANT TO THE PORT PHILIP FARMERS'
SOCIETY.
Mr. MACKINTOSH notified that on Thursday,
the 2nd May, he should propose the appointment
of a select committee to investigate the charges
made by the ChIef ~ecretary, in a recent speech
to the House, against the Port Philip Farmers'
Society.
The SPEAKER observed that such a motion
could not be entertained unless the words were
taken down at the time.
1\1r. :MACKINTOSH subsequently gave notice
that on Thursday, the 2nd May, he should move
t!le appointment of a select committee to investigate the txpenditure of public moneys granted by
Parliamellt to the Port Philip Farmers'Society.
FISHERMEN'S LICENCES.
Mr. L. L. SMITH intimated that next day he
should move for the following order to be taken
into consideration ;" Fishermen's Licences.-Resolution to be considered ill committee."
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DEFINITION OF STATUTORY TERMS.
Mr. WOOD gave notice that, next da.y, he
should ~k the Commissioner of Lands and Survey whether any opinion had been given by the
Attorney-General as to the construction to be
put upon that part of the 82nd section of Act
No. 117, which gave power to the Governor in
Council to define 1he meaning of certain expressions used in such act?
LADY JULIA PERCY ISLAND_
Mr. BROO liE brought up a copy of the licence
proposed to be issued from the Department of
Land and Works to Mr. Loewe, for the purpose
of removing guano from that island) The licence
was for one year, and would give Mr. Loewe exclusive occupation of the island for that period.
The licence-fee to be paid by lIr. Loewe was
£300.
Mr. LALOR inquired when the department
proposed to issue the licence?
Mr. BROOKE.-This wel<k.
Mr. O'HEA inquired whether the lease would
contain a clause prohibiting the exportatIOn of
guano from the colony?
Mr. BROOKE paid it was not the intention of
the Government to insert a clause of that kind.
In point of fact, the insertion of such a clause
would he a breach of faith towards Mr. Loewe,
whose application was for a lease on the usual
terms. The clause suggested could not be said
to come within .. the usual terms."
THE IMMIGRATION REGULATIONS.
Dr. MACADAM begged to ask the Commissioner of Trade and CmtoTUs, without notice,
whether the re?,ulations with respect to assisted
Immigration were now in force? If so, whether
they had been already taken acivantage of, and to
what extent?
1\lr_ LOADER Elaid the regulations were now
in force, and a very large number of applications
had already been received by the Government.
Very nearly 800 applications had been replied to.
Nearly £400 had been received in .:'Ilelbourne for
passage warrants, and a large number of applications had been sent in to the country offices.
Indeed, there was every prm,pect of the resolutions passed by the House b"ing taken general
advantage of, and of being the means of bringing
out a large nllml)er of persons to this colony.
Mr. FRANCIS inquired whether the Commissioner of Customs considered that the allowance
of £10 for the passage of vllle-drel'sers and otlit'r
skilled workmen from the Continent was sufficient?
Mr. LOADER replied, that heundrrstood that
the House left to the GovHllment the framing of
the regulations undf-r which the £4,000 appropriated for the introduction of ~killl'd labour
from the Continent of Europe would be expended.
The Govelllment had accordingly prepared regulations, which had been saIJctiolJeJ uy the Gpvernor in Council, providing that the Rum of £10
should be given towards the pa8bug-e of any skilled
person from the Continent of Europe. If the
member for Richmond thought a larger sum
should be given, it would be quite competent for
him to give notice of motion to that effect.
Mr. FRANCIS subsequently gave notice that,
on the following day, he should move that the
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allowance be £15 each person, in order that the
whole passage might be paid for.
A CAVALRY CORPS FOR BALLARAT.

Mr. CARPENTER (in the absence of Mr.
Service) asked, whether there would be any
objection on the part of the Government to the
establishment of a Cavalry Corps for Ballarat
and surrounding district?
Mr. VERDON suggested that the member for
Ripon should apply to Colonel Pitt, inasmuch as
Colonel Pitt's adVIce would have to be taken by
the Treasury in relation to the establishment of
any new volunteer force.
l'tlAGISTERIAL ARRANGEMENTS AT SALE.

Mr. JOHNSON inquired whether it was the
intention of the Government to place a ('um on
an additional estimate for 1861, for the erection
of a court· house and jlaol on the township of
Sa.le, in North Gipps Land? Sale, the hone
member observed, had been gazetted as a place
for the holding of petty qessions, and yet the present accommodation for this business was miserably insufficient.
Mr. HEALES said the financial arrangements
for the year were completed, and it was not the
intention of the Government at present to place
the sum asked for on an additional estimate.
THE MINT QUESTION.

Mr. PYKE, with the leave of the House,
moved, without noticeU That a message be sent to the Legislative
Council, requesting their concurrence in the address voted by the House for presentation to
Her Majesty, soliciting the establishment in
Victoria of a branch of the Royal Mint."
Mr. LA-LOR seconded the motion, which was
agreed to without comment.
CUSTOMS SEIZURE OF SPIRITS OF WINE.

Mr. LEVI gave notice that, on Thursday, he
should ask the Commissioner of Trade and Customs, whether or not. a seizure was lately made
of 100 cases of spints of wine, which were en·
tered at the Customs as kerosene oil, and were
labelled accordingly? Why the seizure was not
published through the press? Who were the
parties concerned; and whether any steps had
been taken by the Government to recover the
penalties from the importer?
THE PUNTS ON THE GOULBURN.

Mr. HOOD intimated that, next daYt he should
ask the Chief Secretary, why one of tne Government punts over the River Goulburn at Seymour
had not been lifted, after it had been sunk several
months, entailing double traffic upon the other
punt, which had in consequence become impassable, the entire goods traffic being completely
stopped?
THE WATER SUPPLY RESOLUTIONS.

The House then resolved itself into committee,
for the further consideration of Mr. Francis's
water IIupply resolutions.
Mr. FRANC IS said, as he had nothing further
to add on the subject, and after the discussion
which had taken place, he thought it would not
be necessary for him to do more than simply
move the three first resolutions standing in his
name :H 1. That works for increasing the water·supply,
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when undertaken,'should be reproductive. 2. That
sums required for water·supply should be raised
by exchequerlbills having 12 months' currency,
bearing 6 per cent. interest, and for amounts
ranging from £5 to £100, all being payable in the
colony. 3. That a hill be brought in authorizing
the Goyernment to raise any required sum, not
exceedmg £250,000 a year, from a.nd including
the present year, for water-supply by exchequer
bills, providing that the gross rum to be 80
raised shall not exceed £1,000,000."
~r. FRAZER observed that, 80 far as the
raISIng of the money was concerned, he was in
favour of the resolutions; but he did not go
further. It was agreed on all sides that it was
necessary that a large sum should be raised for
the purpose of carrying out the work of water
supply to the gold-fields, because it was believed
that, by this instrumentality, the yield of gold
would be increased, and the revenue of the country proportionally benefited. But when he said
that, he said all. There was no scheme before
the House with regard to the spending of
this money. (A Voice.--" None whatever.") He
believed the only scheme of an y value would be
one that would take advantage of every available
place in the vicinity of a gold· field for storing
water. A great deal had been said with regard.
to the reservoirs which had been created under
the voteof last year. He was happy to say that
600,000,000 gallons of water had been stored in
these small dams, and for a less cost than
£50,000; and if the Government chose to take
only 10 per cent. profit, they could sell the water
at something like lid. per 1,000 gallons. If the
Government choose to make the water yield anything hke the price of the Yan Yean, a profit of
more than 100 per cent. would be obtained on
the money actually expended. He objected to
the Legislature rushing into any expensive and
complicated scheme-a scheme, for instance,
which would involve the bringing of water from
a distance through piping, which would cost
£2,500 per mile. He hoped, in the event of the
resolutions passing, that some sensible plan would
be proposed, that the money would be expended
properly, and that advantage would be taken of
the works already constructed in the vicinity of
the gold-fields.
Mr. O'SHANASSY said he had not taken any
part in the discussion on this subject, because he
naturally concluded that the hone member who
brought forward the resolutioIJ.8, being a commercial man, and having thought over the matter
when in office, had made himself master of the
subject, and that therefore it was not well for
a private member, imperfectly acquainted with
the bearings of the que~tlOn, to interfere. He
confessed, however, to having patiently waited,
but in vam, to catch what was the plan which
the member for Richmond intended to put in
operation. He was aware that, with regard to
complex matters of finance, it was not easy for
most men to make themselves understood
and appreciated by their hearers. (Hear, hear.)
He was anxious for information, because, under
ordinary circumstances, and assuming the resources of the country to remain intact, it was
well to ask whether the colony had the power to
carry into effect schemes of this large nature, for
the purpose of increasing the national prosperity.
Considering the relations of the country and the
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position of Parliament, he did not wish to pledge
himself to any scheme without knowing how far it
would affect the financial condition of the country.
Few persons would be disposed to dispute the lstresolution; but as regarded the 2nd, which was
to the effect that a sum be raised by exchequer
bills, having a 12 months' currency, and bearing
6 per cent. interest, he was disposed to ask
what the hone member for Richmond proposed to do? Did he propose to take up
these bills at the end of 12 months?
for there were no words stating exactly how that
was to be carried out. As to the collateral circumstances, he might remind the House that it
was origina.lly intended that £1,000,000 worth of
railway debentures should be sold in the local
market, in order that the French practice
might be followed of giving the people of
the country an opportunity of investing their
small savings in Government [securities. The
£7,000,000 was to have been borrowed in the
English market before this £1,000,000 was issued,
for two reasons-one, because it was a mode of
acquiring capital for the country; and the other,
because it was hoped that, out of the portion of
£7,000,000 beside that wanted for the purchase of plant in the English market, there
would be enough expended in the colony actua.lly to supply the £1,000,000 to be raised
here. Whether this was well or ill done
was not for him to say; br..t at all events it
showed that there had been a policy in the matter ;
a.nd he would now ask the hone member whether,
if another £1,000,000 was to be raised by his
scheme, it woul4 not be well to know if it was
likely to come into contact with the first
£1,000,000, because that would have a. materia.l
effect upon the financial state of the country? To
proceed: The 3rdresolution, which was to the effect
that a bill be introduced, merely supported the
2nd; and the last one was of some consequence,
inasnwch as it related to works of a comparatiVely
gigantic ent~rize. When that enterprize-the
Yan Yean-was undertakentfirst;there was only
one Chamber of the Legislature and a Governor in
Council, and it was intended to make it discretionary with the Governor in Council to hand
the works over to the City Council of Melbourne.
How the hone member now intended to sell the
Yan Yean, to whom, and how the funds were to
be provided, he (Mr. O'Shanassy) had not as yet
understood; and he warned the House that the
money it was now proposed to raise, to~ether
with £600,000 for the purchase of the Yan Yean,
and the other million required for the railway
loan, would bring up next year a question of
something like three millions and a quarter.
He put these questions and made these remarks
in no hostile spirit; and would merely remark,
en pa88ant, that the Government had at this
moment, in the English market, debentures
to the amount of £2,000,000 to realize. Whether the Government had, as yet, received
any advices from England respecting the prospects of the sale he could not say, for the
House had not been iclormed on the subject. At
any rate he could not but think that the present
prospects of war in Europe, and what hone mealbers already knew of the state of the money
market at home, were sufficient to show the desirabilityof not pledgin)?; themselves. He coufp.,,~ed that iJ t,l::e ." .• t,·!Soing !~:'lil "le!;) to C'!l.rry
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home intelligence that the country was about to
incur an expenditure of another million of money.
although the reproductive nature of the transaction were set up on the face of it, he was convinced our credit would be injuriously affected_
He stated this much candidly, and he hoped
temperately, desiring that, before the House took
up any great scheme of the kind it should be
very cautious about its resources. (Hear, hear.)
Mr. FRANCIS thanked the hone member for
his candour, and would endeavour to reply in the
same spirit. He would, in the first place, correct
a misunderstanding by explaining that, using
the word" Exchequer-bills," he had been driven
to that phrase from a desire te have something
different in name and essentials from debentures, because of the difference of the documents in character. He was not wedded to
the expression, but would be glad to meet
with one more appropriate. The jayment of
these bills he had not mtended shoul be de facto
taken out of the public revenue at their maturity,
but his plan had been that they should be merely
renewable as they came in, thus assimilating them in character to a bank-note. As to
the loan, he would add that he had not
intended to advocate the raising of the whole
amount, unless it should be deemed absolutely
neces~ary to do so. Therefore it did not follow.
because it was desirable that the Government should have the power of raising a certr.in
amount that they should exercise it. Remarks
had been made upon the £600,000, which was his
estimated value of the Yan Yean works; but he
had arrived at that amount on this principle: The
whole cost of the works had been about a million,
or rather £945,832, with interest, for be was
speaking in rough numbers; but it seemed unjust
that the Melbourne Corporation should be made
to bear the sins of their forefathers. He had advocated disposing of the Yan Yean, brit the resolution was mainly intended to provide ways and
means, and, he might add, that to any reasonable amendment he Was perf€ctly open. He
had explained why the exchequer bills shouH
be made renewable annually, and he would
not hesitate to express his firm conviction
that they would have the preference over any
bank-note passing current at that day, because
they bore interest, and were a circulating currency. If the public did not take them up, the
banks would do so, and they might easily hold
them as a reserve fund bearing interest, instead
of having so much unremunerative gold in their
coffers.
Mr.O'SHANASSY pointed out that the law
compelled the banks to have a bullion basis for
their notes.
Mr. FRANCIS would say also, in reply to the
remarks of the speaker who preceded the hon.
member for Kilmore, that if he (Mr. Francis)
was supposed to believe in the scheme of a Mr.
Smith, of Ballarat, he must with all respect disclaim being at all connected with that gentleman
in this matter. One advantage of the resolutions
was, that no locality could claim any specific portion
of the vote, for every application would have to be
made to the central Government, and be accompanied with proof that should satisfactorily show
the payable nature of the works asked for. Instead of Ballarat saying "Give us this," and
Geelong saying "We will have that," each would
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have to refer to its ability to make the watersupply reproductive, and then every assistance
would be given in proper form. lie had been
asked to go into th~ details of his scheme, but
this was as far as he could go, and he would
always be ready to give the Government all the
aid in hlfl power. The Government had to retire
£600,000 in a certain number of years, and his
object had been, without interferin~ with that, to
obtain by the management of the Yan Yean the
means of reducing t hat debt.
Mr. O'SHANASSY.-How?
Mr. FRANCIS would do it by appropriating
,£15,000 a year as a sinking fund, and he would
be prepared to advocate such a sinking fund,
bearing cumulative interest, even if it were appropriated from the general revenue. Out of the
£60,000 a·year from the Yan Yean, £36,000 would
have to go for interest; and of the remainine:
,£24,000, he proposed to set aside .£15,000, or 2~
per cent. of the whole, as a sinking fund, besides
which he would have 1 per cent., or £6,000, to keep
the works in proper order, the surplus, if there
wa.s any, being added to the sinking-fund. Onehalf per cent., or £3,000, he assumed, would have
to be devoted to departmental expenSflS, though, as
he had remarked before, he believed these would
be saved by the non-presentation of the exchequer bills at the date of their matunty_ Some
objections had been made to the scheme in the
course of the discussion, because it was not applicable to sparsely populated gold·fields; but he
maintained that it became a question then
whether larlZe sums of money should be expended in such localities in wbat would necessarily be a speculating way. Whether the district were a municipal one or not, officers would
always be required to regulate the supply of water
to the miners, to prevent any parties from gettinlZ
an unlimited quantity, and these officers would
have to collect sums of money, which would, at any
rate, be of some importance to the Government.
lIe trnsted that he had succeeded in answering
the diffeJ"ent questions put by the hon. member
for Kilmore in a manner satisfactory to that hon.
gentleman and to the House.
Mr. DUFFY said he had given a cordial support
to the hone gentleman in the preliminary steps
with regard to the resolutions; but such important considerations were involved in the
scheme, especially with respect to the money
charge proposed on the annual revenue, that he
thought the matter had got beyond the province
of a private member, and should come before
them as a. Government measure.
Mr. FRANCIS said it had been proposed to
the late hon. the Commissioner of Works that
the bill should be taken up by his colleagues.
Mr. DUFFY trusted that the hon. member
would not imagine that he started with any
reproach to him, but when so important a question was at issue, and when so large a sum was
discussed, the subject should be dea.lt with by
Government rather than by a private member.
No private member was in a proper position to
deal with a question of such a nature, because
no private member could be expected to
provide plans for such a scheme. Another
reason for his objection to a private member
dealing with such a subject, which he considered of importance, although the hon.
gentleman (Mr. Francis) might think it did
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not apply, was the fact that, hon. members mi~ht persist in asking for infotma..tion and
explanations until they fully understood the
subject. (Hear, he'tr.) Now, that could hardly
be done fairly with a private member. The hone
member for Richmond had already aOl'lwered the
questions of the hon. member for Kilmore a.t
great length, and he (;\fr. Duffy) felt unwilling
to ask him for explanations again. There
was one portion of the explanation of the
member for Richmond, however, which he could
not comprEhend. lie did not fully understand the policy to be adopted with the exchequer bills, or treasury notes, as they might be
called. Why was it proposed to issue these bill" for
one year rather than for a number of years? It
seemed to him that a longer period was the more
desirable, as, for example, if they were made to
extend over 20 years, 2 per cent. only would be
required to pay them, or if 30 years were the time
fixed only 1 per cent. would be necessary. Then,
again, these bills must be paid out of the annual
revenue, and he would like to ask the member
for Richmond whether he could always rely upon
selling the new bills? If they could not do 80,
how would It be possible to meet the difficulty which would arise? A link in the
chatnk would be broken. It appeared to him
that a better plan would be to proceed
as i.they did in the case of the railway debentures. The manner in which it was
proposed to form the sinking fund was alflO open
to objection, since, if there were no public
funds, and any period elapsed or any delay occurred in the realization of the price of the new
bills, the compound interest relied upon for the
working of the sinking fund would be unattainable. Those objections were in limine. Now, one
at least of these difficialties would be obViated
by the issue of long-dated debentures, instead of
the yearly exchequer bills, as proposed. There was
one change introduced which he was inclined to
look upon as an improvement. The first idea
was to supply only the gold-fields with water, but
this proposal was now extended so as to
embrace all the districts which might be in
want of water, and which might have reasonable
prospects of being able to repay the outlay. That
was a good idea, but thero was one objection to it, and that was the extensive nature of
the scheme itself. It appeared to him that, the
hon. member for Richmond would commit them
by this bill to a work of too great proportion~.
He did not Bee the limit to it, and he would
ra her that the hon. gentleman had produced a
scheme to which he could pOf;itively fix some
limit. With regoard to the Yan Yean, there were
difficulties in the way, and arrangements with
suburban municipalities to be made, which would
render consideration of the subject at that time
premature. Perhaps the member for Richmond
would agree to set aside the resolution dealing
with the Yan Yean for a future time. (H~·ar.)
After a few words from )lr. L. L. SMITH,
Mr. FRANCIS f!aid he did not purpose to detain the Housp, but he would endeavour briefly
to answer the questions put to him by :\-Ir. Duffy.
With regard to what the member for Villiers and
IIeytesbury had said in reference to the proposed
yearly exch('quer bills, or treasury llOtes, as he
had called them, he might say that he had not
the slightest apprehcru;ion about. their being
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taken up" and, therefore, he did not attach as
much force to the argument of Mr. Duffy as
that gentleman himself appeared to do. The
public, !he was of opinion, would greatly
prefer them to bank-no~es, which bore no
interest, and they would, therefore, have no
objection to rl'lceive the treasury notes bearing interest. There was quite sufficient appreciatIOn of these matters on' the part of the people
of VlCtoria to show them the value of these exchequer bills or treasury notes, as compart'd with
other bonds, issued, as they would be for
short dates t • at 6 per cent./ on Government
security.
.Nor would the oanks themselves
hesitate to deal in them. On the contrary, they
would readily take them up, rather than allow
them to remain idle. As regarded the question
of short or long dates for these bills, he might say
that the former were preferable, in his opinion,
and there could be no diffi~ulty in keeping the accounts, a.lthough the hon. member for Villiersand
Heytesbury was afraid would ibe "he case.
Books properly kept would show the state of
each separate account at any given moment.
With respect to the other objection started by
Mr. DuifYJ that the issuing of these bills would
withdraw tou much money from circulation, he
did not think that such a result would follow,
and on this point he spoke on other and higher
authority than his own ol'inion. The utmost
effect the issuing of the bills would have would
be to displace the circulation of bank-notes to a
certain amount, and that result in a question of this kind must be admitted to be
really immat.erial. But, on the other hand,
the banks, in taking deposits, only made promitles to return to depositors their principal at a
certain d3te l wlthout interest, while, in takmg
up these exchequer-bills, they (the banks) would
be engaged in the iSllue of a circulating medium
which would be of great value LO the rich as well
as to the poor. (Hear, hear.)
Mr. BROOKE had listened with great attention to the explanation of the hon. member for
Richmond; but, perhaps, like many other hon.
members in the House, he must confess that he
was as much in the dark as ever. lie had failed
to understand the hl)n. member for RIChmond on'
more than one point. All that they seemed
clearly to understand wa!'!, that they were
a.sked to consent to raise a million of
money in four years, by exchequer bills, and
that, under exilltmg circumRtances, he could only
regard as an UII wi~e and unreasonable propoflal;
but he was afra.id that the scheme of the member for Richllloud would share the fate of many
otber ra.Rh and ill·di 6e,ttld I!ch~mt's-such as
thoRe, for in'\tance, to which they were penodically treated for paying off the national debt
of Enl!land. The bad policy of issuin~ such
bills or debentures as were proposed in this
scheme millht be shown by a. glance at the
reRult~ of the system in England. In England
exchequer-bills were iRllued by the Chancellor of
the Exchequrr, and at the present moment
there were ,£17,000,000 of such bills floating
there which could not be met bv the revenue of the current year; and if t he proposal of the member for Richmond were
adopted, and the money raised, the effect
here would !-implY?e that t~~y would soon find
~hemselves placed ID a posltlOn of great diffi-

culty. If the money was raiRed, the works
would be proceeded with; but they could not, by
any possibility, be consldered valuahle until they
paJd, and that satisfactory stat.e of things would
not, in all likelihood, be arrived at for perhaps
20 or 30 years. Take the Yan Yean, for examplE'.
When that work was "lntered into, it was estimated toat the cost would be .£300,000; but,
instead of that amount covering the outlay. the
actual sum required wa.s more than double. More
than that, ir.stead of having proved a remunerative work, as was expected, the annual revenue
scarcely paid the intelest, while no part of the
debt was paid; and, instead of increasing, there
wa.s every rea.son to believe that the value of the
works was lessening from time to time. He bplieved, too, that at no distant date Government
would be called upon to reduce the chargell.
The people were already calling out about
the high charges; and so weak was the
Executive, and 1>0 liable to externa.l influenoeR,
as Parliament i!self was, that he beheved it
would be found impos~ible to resist the demand. Now, under all the@e circumstances, he
considered tbe proposal of the bono gentleman, that
Government should be called upon to sanction
the introduction of a bill for raising more money,
altogether unreasonable. In fact, he thought
that 10 this case the member for Richmond wa.s
taking the functions of the Executive upon himself. (Hear, hear.) Taking all the circumstances into consideration, and remtmbering the
advanced period of the YE'ar, be thought it would
be a great mistake on the part of the Houllf! to
consent to borrow £250,000 during the current
year for this purpose. The experience of borrowing monpy in this colony had been, that they
had invariably rushed into difficulties without due consideration, from wbich they had
been unable to eJl'tricate themselves. In no
one instance had their calculations been realized,
but in all cases exactly the reverlle had happened.
Wltb these facts before them, h" trusted the
House would not sanction the scheme advocated
by the hon. memher for Richmond. With regard
to the railway works, he had agreed to the polil:y
of raising funds at the time by the issue of a
million of debentures in the local market,
out, from the altered state of things now,
he could not avoid alteling his viewR. When
the hon. member for Richmond was in offi'~e
money was cheaper in England, and there WA.&
somewhat less depression bere-in fact, the
two periods were widely different; and, Lherefore, the policy which Ruited the one time was not
of necessity to follow the other. They were at a
time now when, looking at the unsettled and warlike condition of Europe, and the internal dissensions in Americ.a, it would, in bis opimon, he
unsafe to carry out the present scheme, or to
proceed to raise any money in the manner propOSE'd.
Mr. FRANCIS.-Are you speaking of this
year, or f,he next four year!l?
Mr. BROOKE was speaking of the'£25O,OOO to
be raised in the present year; and the adoption of
!luch a course would compromise the Government
with regard to the works already in band, and
lead to serious difficulty. He contended that
nothing had been shown to induce the House to
sanction the borrowing of money during the present year.
It should be remembered. that
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£50 000 had already been spent on the goldfields, in the construction of reservoirs, &c., a
great portion of which seemed likely to prove
so much money thrown away. Already the diggers
had left some of the districts which had been supplied with water, and the works constructed were
no longer useful for the purposes for which they
were executed. Therefore, it seemed, this was
something like a case in which money had been
expended to no purpose. Now, farmers and
others who might occuPy that land hereafter, might not want the water so supplied,
and might reasonably ask why they were
taxed for what they did not want. They
would naturally resist payment, and most likely
with success. That, he considered, was a large
argument against the scheme. He trusted that
hon. members would reject a scheme likely to be
pernicious in its results to the colony.
Mr. VERDON said, before the question Was
put, he would like to make one or two ?bser.
vations, which he had delayed making untIl the
question had been referred to the committee, and
until he might hear from the hon. member for
Ric\lmond the details of hls scheme, which he had
omitted to give when moving the resolutions. As
he stated on the last occasion on which he
addressed the House on the subject, the hon.
member favoured him with an explana.tion of his
scheme several months ago, and he was free
to admit that he then expressed his concurrence with the general propol!ition, more especially
as regarded its bearings on the advancement
and interests of municipalities and districts in
the neighbourhoOd of Melbourne; but he believed
it wa.s his duty to take a larger view of the question
than would be allowable were he simply speaking
in the interest of the municipal districts. The
hon. member had succeeded in proving that the
scheme he propounded would be advantageous,
not only to municipal dIstricts, but to individuals
who wished to invest small sums of money, but
he had not quite explained the advantage that
would be derived by the state. As far as he (Mr.
Verdon) was IIoble to make out from what had fallen
from the hon. member, he waR disposed to consider
that the scheme would establish a floating undeterminable debt, fur he was at a loss to know in
what way it was intended to provide the interest
or extinguish the debt. He knew that it would
be urged in answer to that, that the essential
principle upon which the whole scheme was based
wa.s that the works would be reproductive, and
that, from the profit derived from them, it'Would
be possible to raise a sinking fund; but he felt it
W8.8 their duty as 1\ committee to tlloke into
conslderation the other alternative, namely,
that the works might not be reproductive.
Hon. members would be able to form an
opinion fr~m the. works whi~h had. been
carried out, and whICh were bemg carrIed on.
It might be urged, on the other hand, that al·
though the works might not be reproductive
directly, they would have the effect of increasing
the yield of gold, and encouraging a.griculture.
a.nd that thus an equivalent would be gained
more than equal to the annual loss sustained by
the expenditure of the revenue. Before they
could calculate t hat, it would be absolutely necessary that the House should be put in possession
of the plan in accordance with which the money
wa.s to be expended. At present, merely a skele-
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ton plan had been furnished, and he conceived
that in dealing with the general question,
a more distinct scheme would be necessary as
to the mode in which the money was to be
raised and expended. He was sure hon. mem.
bers would agree with him that money could
never be 80 economically expended by a Go.
vernment as when the scheme of expenditure
wa.s established at once. With regard to the
question raised by the hon. member for Kilmore
-namely, the general effec' the treasury bond~
would have upon the financial condition of the
country, he would say that it was desirable that
they should not forget that the country was
indebted for a large portion of £8,000,000 which
the Government had been empowered to
borrow - all of which sum would be required for the works for which it wa.s intended. That £8,000,000 included £1,000,000
of second class debentures, to be issued in the
colony. He would ask, what, then, would be the
effect of issuing the trea~ury bonds, as proDOsed
by the hon. member for Richmond? It had' been
stated by the hon. member for Villiers and Hey.
tesbury that those treasury bonds would be taken
in preference to the railway debentures, which
would not be matured until a remote date; but
that a million of debentures would be placed on
the market, and unless both were absorbed,
the one description must displaoe the other.
What, he would ask, would be the effect
but to make English capitalist.s look upon
this market with suspicion? The committee,
therefore, should consider anything which might
h~ve that effect, more especially when affairs in
Europe rendered it necessary that nothing should
be done to affect our position as borrowers in the
English market. Individually, and looking at
the effect of the scheme upon the localities in
the neighbourhood of Melbourne, he approved of
it : but he felt it to be his duty to point out the
general position the question occupied. Having
done so, he considered he had fulfilled what was
demanded from him.
Mr. CARPENTER, in justice to the hon.
member for Richmond, said that that hon. member had spoken to him on the present 8ubject
18 months ago; and he believed then, as he did
now, that if the money was raised as proposed,
a vast amount of good would be done to the
country. He would not enter into the financial
part of the question, but he could .ay, from his
own knowledge, that unless some such scheme
was carried out, many hundred acrell of }I\nd on
the /Cold· fields would lie useless for want of water.
He thought the House should support the resolutions, as he wa.s quite Rure the majority of the
miners were in favour of them, and that it would
be better to adopt some 8cheme noW than to ~o
on annually aRkmg for grants of money.
Mr. HAINES perfectly a~reed with the spirit
of the resolutions, that the works should be made
reproductive by the persons who derived benefit
from them paying for them, but, at the same
time/ he was sorry to say that he WB8 not pre~ared
at the present time to vote for them. (Hear,
hear.) It was extremely inconvenient not to see
the whole of the financial arrangements of
the year before them at one time, and he
would Ray that if the present course was pursued all the past arrangements would fall into
confusion. He had been astonished that the
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Governmemt should have lent their consent to
the reductiion of the revenue for 1862, M regarded
the gold export duty. He thought a Government sholUld present a budget showing what
revenue tlhey expected and what expenditure,
and that tlhey should stand by it. Tn supporting
hone members in brinlling forward schemes for reducing the' revenue, they were only creating for
themselves, or those who might come after,
great diffioulties. The hone member for Richmond proposed, without reference to our position hereafter, to incur for the next three or
four years an annual expenditure of .£250,000;
but it ought to be known who WM to pay for that.
(ff The miners.") He thought the miners would
not be so willing to pay it. Cl< Yes," from Mr.
Carpenter.) He was sorry to dIffer from the hone
member, but he recolle'lted, when in the old Parliament, that the cry was al ways raised by the miners,
I f Do you t.hink we are going to tax ourselves ?" and
that he beHeved would be the case now. (Hear.)
He was not at all adverse to the gold· fields being
amply supplied with water. Indeed, he thought
that a very desirable work, and he should be glad
to enter in to any arrangement that might be the
means of affording to:the diggers a fair supply of
water. But before he assented to any particular
scheme, he must be acquainted with the details
-how the expenditure would be made, and what
the diggers would have to pay. (Hear, hear.)
From the facts brought before him, he was of
opinion that private enterr.rise WM fully equal to
th18 matter. (Cries of 'Hear," and "No.")
The works which had already been constructed on
the gold-fields proved this; and he would not offer
any obstacle to private enterprize being guaranteed
to a certain extent against loss. (He~r, hear.) The
great thin~ they had to secure was, that whatever
money was spent by the state should be spent for
the benefit of the community, and not in under
takings which might, after all, prove useless. If
he had not been misinformed, certain of the re·
servoirs constructed under the vote of last year
were in abandoned districts.
Mr. HUMFFRAY asked whether the memo
bet for Portland would name one instance?
Mr. GILLIES observed that the hone member's colle~ue, the Pr&oident of the Board of Land
and Works, had made, only a short time since, a
statement similar to that of the member for Portland. (Laughter.)
Mr. BROOKE said the observation which he
hadmade-Mr. CARPENTER (loudly).-Speak up.
Mr. BROOKE said the memberfor Manduran~
appeared to forget that he was in the company of
gentlemen. This WM not the first time he had
spoken in such rude tones. (Cries of .. Hear"
and" Order.") lie had only to state that his
observation WM bMed on a communication which
he had from the Commissioner of Public Works,
to the effect that certain reservoirs in the Avoca
district were not now available for the purposes
for which they were constructed.
Mr. FRAZER begged to observe that many
gold-mining places had been deserted for want of
water. but the moment that reservoirs were
erected, the people would come back.
,~r. HAI~lES, in ~onti~uati?n. said, although
hiS lDformatlOn on thIS POlDt might not tally with
that of other hone members. the principle which
he advocated was at all events a correct one-
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that the public money ought not to be expended
in places from which the public derived no benefit.
{Hear, hear.} He concurred with the President
of the Board of Land and Works M to the
necessity of having some definite scheme before
undertaking any public works and spending
money upon them. In the case of the Yan
Yean, the original estimate fell far short of the
ultimate expenditure; and he thought, as a
matt6r of prudence--and particularly when they
were aware of the extent to which the revenue
was likely to be reduced by the action of
certain hone members - they ou~ht not to
undertake any works without having a thorough
knowledge of the scheme under which the money
would be expended. (Hear, hear.) The case of
the Yan Yean ;:howed that with regard to all
mat'ers of this kind they ought to proceed with
caution, and not be "rushed" rMhly into a large
expenditure. (Hear, hear.) He considered that
the irrigation of the agricultural districts required M immediate attention M water supply
to the gold· fields, and that the two works should
be carried out concurrently. But they all remembered thll.t, although it WM determined that
both Melbourne and Geelong should be supplied
with water, the money raised pursuant to the
resolution of the House was absorbed in the
water supply to the metropolis; and in this instance. looking at the preponderance which the
gold-fields had in the House-of which, however,
he did not complain, although it was now and then
exercised somewhat tyranically-he WM afraid
the agricultural districts would be sacrificed to
the gold· fields. (Hear, hear.) With regard to
the proposal of the Government, that £75,000
should be voted this year for the purpose of
supplying water to the gold-fields, he thought
they ought to have some little assurance that this
sum wO\lld be repaid ultimately. (Hear, hear.)
He should be glad to see the Yan Yean works
disposed of, but he thought there wouJd be some
difficulty attending the matter. seeing-M he
gathered from a document published in a
morning paper-that the Corporation of Melbourne were anxious to pledge their rates, in order
that funds might be raised for carrying out the
sewera~e of the city. He mentioned this, not
because he thou!1ht it absolutely necessary that
the sale of the Van Yean works should form a
portion of the scheme, but as an instance of the
obstacles in the way of repayment. (Hear, hear.)
In conclusion, he regretted that he WM unable
to support the resolutions, although he agreed
to a certain extent with the principle which they
embodied,
Mr. CARPENTER begged to state that when
he cried" Speak out," he did not use the expression in any offensive way towards the President of the Board of Land and Works, but
simply because he could not hear the hone gentleman. (Hear, hear.) He thought the hone
gentleman should be the last to speak of him as
he had.
Mr. AMSINCK complained that the member
for Richmond brought forward his resolutions
without having any pla.n, and without any notion
of the expense; and M to raising money by
exchequer bills, it should be remembered that
'£1,000,000 of railway debentures would shortly
be thrown on the Victorian market. He should
like to know what arrangement the Government
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bad determined to make with respect to water
rates; or how they proposed managing the reservoirA alrE'aov complpted?
Mr. H UMFFRAY did not think the GovernIr.ent were called upon to make any statement,
inasmuch as their propoiJition was not now before
the HouAe.
Mr. SERVICE tbought the proposition of
the member for Richmond should commend
itsdf to the House. It Rhould be remembered
that the scheme was applicable only to such localities as were thoroughly settled-places where
there were fixE'd property and local authority to take charge of the projects. And
this bein~ conCleded, he thought there WM no
difficulty in workin~ out the scheme. The member for Richmond had shown very distinctly not
only how the works might be constructed, but
how they might be paid for. (A voice.- H How?")
The hone member proposed t hat exchequer or
treasury bills should be issued at the rate of 6
per cent. per annum. The question might arise,
would thf'Y be taken up? So far as he could
judge-and he had pome knowledge of mercantile
and monetary affairs here-there would be no
difficulty whatever in raising £250,000 per annum
in the market; ar.d, if this could be done, the
scheme was not only feasible, but desirable.
(Ilear.) Suppose the town of Ballarat desired
to expend £100,000 in perfecting a scheme of
water supply for that dil'trict.; and, suppose,
under the Ilcheme of the member for Richmond,
that the Ballarat Municipal Council applied 10
the Commissioner of Mines to raise this sum, the
Minister would have simply to examine carefully
the merits of the Rcheme, ascertain whethpr it
was fpasible or not, and Then conRent to raise the
money, taking 8R secl1rity, not tbe works to be
ponstructed, but the fixed and real property in
the locality. (Hear, hear.) With rpgard to an
observa· ion of the membE'r for Portland, as to the
J!uaranteeing of private euterprize, he (Mr. Service) did not ht'lieve in /luch a thing'. The
Government Iruaranteed private entprprize in
the shape of the Geelon~ and MelboUT'1e
Railway, and ultimately had t.o buy the
line at rathpl' a high price.
(Hpar, hear.)
The hon. the TrPIIRurer had very f;trongly urged
the probability of the exchequer hills being taken
in preference to tbe railway loan; but he
(Mr. Servicp) could not Ree bow the two would
clasb, for, considering how far the ypar had
already advancpd, thf're ap~pand to be little
doubt that all the railway debenturell would be
sold before the exchequer-bills were put into the
market at all. As to the general opposition of
the Government, he did not know how the Commissioner of Trade and Customs reconciled his
present {,ol'ition with that he announced during
the prevIOus session, wben he gave noticfl of a.
motIOn to rai&e £l,OOO,OOO in exact accordance
with the present scheme of the hone member for
Richmond.
Mr. LOADER had then bepn in the JWsition
the hone member for Richmond held now; that
was, he had no responsibilities. (" Oh, oh," and
a laugh, from the Opposition benches. Mr.
Chapman. -" Hear, hear.")
Mr. SERVICE did not know what the country
and his con!ltituents tbought of the hon. memher's
respomibilities; but without ket'ping t,be argumentum ad hominem in view, he beheved it was at
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leaRt incumbent on the hone Commissioner to
show the diiferf'nce between the scbemps.
Mr. LOADER -They are not the Rame.
Mr. SERVICE thought that, though there
mil!ht be some ultimate difference, it could be
clearly pointed out that there wax no difference
at prespnt.
Both schemes were to raise
'£1,000,000 for a water-snpply, to bp. rt'paid within
a limited period, with 6 per cent. interest, a
sinking fund being kept of 4 per cent. per annum.
Mr. LOADER.-No.
Mr. SERVICE admitted that. there might be
variations in detail; but the hon. mem ber's scheme
did not propose to abandon the principle of paying bo!h principal and inl,erest wi.hin a specific
period. At what point, then, did tbe hone
member for W~8t Melbourne abancicn his
scheme? He hoped the bill would he introducpd,
althou!!h consinprable alterations from the pre!'ent plan might be evtlntually thought nece~
sary.
Mr. BRODIE thou!!'ht it would very materially
cripple the rfSOllrces of the colonv if, in the preRent state of the European money market, another
million were to be raised, wh"n so much
Wag still wanted for purpOllfS now in course of
bdng carried out. That it was now proposed
to raistl the £1,000,000 for the railwaYR
in the colony he knew very well, but he
also knew that. the state of financial matters
in Europe would make it nece!lllary to withdraw
the colonial debpntures from that market, anci if
they were obligE'd to throw tho~e dehenturesoll the
colonial mark~t it waR a question of how far thev
would he affected by the prf'sent proposition?
Another objection he had to the presen~ scheme,
as explained by the hon. member for Ripon,
was, that it did not provide for twocontingE'ncies
one br-ing the wants of the unsettled districts, and
the other that it did not supply the lack of knowledge of the country exhibited by the hon. mover,
who did not Reem to understand thar a waterImp ply was none the less needed in districts where
there was no municipality. In dealing with this
subject the j!Teat question waR, should the watersupply. which was undoubtedly required, come
from the Estimates or from a permanent loan?
On this point no details were offered which could
at all guide the House, and it did not appear
certain whether, if a portion of the money were
prl)vided, the House could make sure o~ principal or mterest. It appeared to hIm very
desirable-and he should vote for the introduction of the bill on that ground-that
a measure should be brought in tf) provide
both for tbe settled and unsettled districtR ; and
if the idea of selling the Yan Yean could be carried out so much the better. So far as the bill
had been ..hadowed for' h, he should not oppose
it" for his principal objections were those which
mi~ht not laRt a year. No doubT the debentureR
would be rapidly seized upon as I'oon as they
were put into the market; and their effect. would
be to deprive the banks of a very large portion
of the fundR with which they were at prellent
operating. Without committing himself, he should
vote for the resolutions of the hone member for
Richmond.
Mr. HOOD doubted if the difference he'tween exchequer-bills and debentnrt's was fully
understood-for the difference, both in the
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things themselves a.nd )·the ·people who took
them' up, was very great. The system of exchequer·bills was not a Dew one, for it
had been in operation 40 years 11020 in the
United Statu, where they were known as treasury·notes.
Debentures were taken up by
parties wishin~ to invest their money; but treasury-notes were boul{ht by persons with sums of
money-it might be trust-money waiting for an
investment-which they wished to be able to take
up at short notice; and the effect would be, that the
Government would be using a million of money
Without a. mela.llic basis, which would not cripple
the country one shilling. This would probably
only hinder the hanks from discounting 1108 freely
as they did at the present time; and he wouH put
it to every man of busiIless if this was not a consummation most devoutly 10 be wished. A
Government, bank of issue might be a better plan
than this, but the present scheme, as explained
by the hon. member for Ripon, could hardiy he
opposed; and he would vote that the bill be
brought in, and, when a further scheme had ooen
fa.irly made ouc, the House mil{ht accept or reject
it, as it thou;i.ht fit. The fact was that ther.e were
larl("tl tracts in the interior where it would pay
hetter to have water laid on for agricultural purposes than evell to have gold·fidds. (" No, no.")
He had himself seen large tracts, beaut.ifully
grassed, hut without water. Now, he would ask
wnether they would advance money on the
lands a.nd flocks of the squatters in such localities,
and provide a supply of water for these farms?
He thought the scheme should embrace !lome
such provision, and if it did, he would like to
see the House a::cede to the Hcheme.
Mr. PY KE said a good deal had been said
about the difficulty of selling- debentures in the
present aspect of European affairR, but the matter
did not strike bim in the same light a~ it did most
hon. members. He believed tha.t the present
condition of European affairs was most favouraUe to the sa.le of these securities, and for the
J eason that in England a good deal of speculation
on the Continent a.nd in America had been entered into, which would hardly be safe in the
pro~pect of a war; and he believed tbey would
be glad to find a safe investment. like the
debentures. It bad been said th lot the scheme
of the member for Richmond was not original, but bl\d been borro .verl from the bono
the Commisl:llOner of Trade and CU'ltoms;
hut he thoullht that in tha.t statement a mista.ke had been made. The member for Richmond bad introduced his scheme when a member
(If the late Government, and he was not aware
that the member for We~t Helbournebad, before
that time, had any connexion with the subject.
Mr. LOADER said the fact was he had proposed a scheme of a simil'lor nature long before
the member for Richmond. (Hear.) lIe did not
want to detract from any houour which might
appertain to Mr. Francis, but, at the sarn~ time,
he did not want to be dealt unjustly wi'h him·
self.
Mr. PYKE objected to being called to order
unneoossa.rily in that way. He had said, and he
rweated, that the member for Richmond had
b}ought forward hiS scheme while in office, and
he, at all events, had not understood that the
Commissioner for Trade and Customs had prior
claims to the honour of legislation on the Bub-
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ject. He believed it was the case that certain
members of the House were in the habit 'of
forming themselves into a self-appoint('d com.
mittee, to look after questions concerning the
J.tqld·field~, and affectin~ to be pflculiarly acquainted with their requirements. Now, he bad
in his hand a copy of a scheme which had
emanated from this quarter, and he found from
it that the committee recommended an exactly
similar scheme to tbat of the member for Richmond. They proposed that the supply of water
to the gold· fields should be under local
management, as the scheme now before
the House did, and they 1101110 proposed to raise
the money in the same way. They included the
golcl-fields as well as the lands devoted to agriculture in their scheme, and pointed out how and
in what proportion the money should be spent
in diffcrent localities. With regard to the general
qnestion, he thou~bt thiR wider scheme might be
enterE'd on with advantage. The resE'rvoirs that
had been constructed would only sup,:.ly their
immediate neighbourhoods, and he was of opinion
that large schemes ought rather to be adopted
for the whule country. (" Hear, hear;" and
" No, no.") Wdl, any gentleman who knew the
country would bear him out. Why the Yan
Yean itself was a great argument in favour of
what he said. It wall a great sucreRB. Its supply
of water he looked upon as nevtr-failing ; and he
thought there might be many such reservoirs
formed throughout the country. He was of opinion that a larger scheme would be preferable to
that of the Government. He trUl~ted the House
would allow the bill to come up, when tbe:v might
have the opportunity of going illore fully into
detail upon it.
Mr. O'UEA agreed generally with the proposal to establish reservoirs in differE'nt parts of
the country, He pointed out that, even in
localities which were now deserted, the intra.
duction of water would have r he effect of bringing back the wandering population. He thought,
however, that some syslematIC plan should be
adopted with regard to the financial part of the
subject, so as to do away with the precarious
sort of hand·to-mouth existence under the system of annual grants.
Mr. JOHNSTON regretted that there had
been so protracted a discussion, but he bad a. few
words to offer on the subject. It had been said
that they had already borrowed a good deal of
money, and that was qui'e true; but the pity was
they had not. done so from the country itself. One
great want hitht'rto had been the class of negotiable securities or debentures now proposed, and
he would like to see that want supplied. The
bank!! would, of course, oppose the introduction of
these bills, but he did not think that they ought
to allow the policy of the ,Legil:llature to be controlled by the banks. The member for Richmond
had been taunted about his scheme, but he
thought unfairly. It should be reruemr.ered,
that he dealt only with the financial part of the
question, and it was for others to take up the
practical part of it. The member for Richmond
had, as he stated, asked him, when he (Mr.
J ohnston) was Commissioner of Public Works,
to take ull the scheme, but he thought the member for Richmond was better qualified to do
the work than himself, and therefore he bad
not connected himself whh the scheme. lIe
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had, however, spoken about it to his hon.
colleague, the Commissioner of Trade and
Customs, and he was under the impression
that the Government were favourable to the
scheme. He most certainly was so. It was true
that the times had changed somewhat, but Jiot
so much as to induce him to alter his views. As
regarded the sale of the Yan Yean, he WaR of
opinion that to do so would be a mistake. They
ought unquestionably to retain such a valuable
supply in their own hands. So much had already
been said on the subject, that he would not
longer detain the House; but he hoped tha.t the
motion of the hon. member for Richmond would
be agreed to.
Mr. HEALES said that the original position of
the discussion on the question appeared to have
been entirely changed. It had been understood
between the Government and the hon. member
for Richmond, when the introduction of the
scheme was consented to, that the discussion
should be understood as testing the feeling of the
House, but the promoter of the scheme had
abandoned his original intention, and had introduced a new phase altogether into the discussion.
Mr. FRANCIS.-The resolutions were taken
at different times.
Mr. HEALES objected altogether to the principle of borrowing this large amount of money,
and he objected, also, to the manner in which it
was intended to be applied. In proposing to
apply it with regard to municipalities in the way
he had done, the member for Ri(Jhmond was
simply asking for tha.t of which municipalities
could already avail themselves.
Mr. SERVICE.-The Chief Secretary is wrong
n stating that municipalities have any such
power.
Mr. HEALEB said that, according to the proposition of the hon. member for Ripon, no advantage would be gained by isolated gold-fields;
but hon. members could judge of the hon. member's scheme by his speech. He (Mr. Heales)
argued that the money hitherto spent, or proposed
to be spent, was not intended to be spent, in municipalicies, hut in places where it was found
that there was a large depo~it of auriferous
wealth which could not be developed without the
immediate storage of water. The hon. member
for Ripon advocated the entire scheme, but
the hon. member for Ararat said, t< make reservoirs, and the population will come to them in
time."
Mr. O'HEA. explained that what he stated WaR
that the reservoirs should be ma.ae in localities
where it was known that the ground was auriferous, and then the populat.ion which had left them
would soon return.
Mr. HEALES said the change of terms did not
alter his argument. His object was to show that
while the hon. member for Ripon voted for the
resolutions beca.use there was an orl!aniza.tion,
the hon. member for Ararat voted for them because he was in favour of having reservoirs
throughout the gold·fields.
Mr. O'HEA said the hon. member would spend
the money without any benefit at. all being
derived, but he would have it spent where it
would be of benefit.
Mr. HE ALES said that under the present
scheme the Government prop<-sed to spend money
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where it would be re:productive some time or
other, and they were Justified in so doing; but
they would not be justified in borrowing a million
of money to speCUlate with, as they ran the risk
of losing it. He contended that, under the Government scheme, pla.ces like Redbank might
recelve a supply of water; but under the system
of the hon. member for Richmond, the same
place would not for some years receive any
benefit.
Mr. O'HEA, in explanation, stated that the
sale of water alone in the Ovens district had paid
the expeDl'les of supplying it, and at Redbank
there would no doubt be the same result. What
he meant was, that under the present scheme
t here was a large expenditure without any set· off.
whilst by the scheme of the hon. member for
Richmond, the works would be reproductive.
Mr. CHAPMAN said he should oppose the resolutions on two grounds. First, because during
the time required for passing the bill the minerll
would be deprived of the sum of money proposed
by the Government; and, secondly, because the
machinery was nearly completed by which the
miners would be supplied with water without
being responsible to the Government for payment.
Mr. LOADER said that as his name had
been introduced into the debate, he would state
briefly the action which had been taken by
him at the close of the previous session.
and at the commencement of the present one.
He had introduced a motion to the effect that a
million of money should be borrowed for the
purpose of supplying the gold-fields with water.
That resolution was a distinct one. It was, that
a million of money should be rai8ed upon debentures, so in that respect he differed from the
hon. member for Richmond, who proposed to
raise money upon treasury warrants or exchequer bills. He proposed debentures bearing
interest, and which should be of a standatd value.
He then went onto provide water for r he goldfields, and for municipalities. He proposed to
supply settled districts with water. where there
would be good security for the repayment of the
money expended. He proposed that the first cost,
with interest, should be repaid to the Government
at a specific time, bf means of the municipalities
which had been entrusted under his scheme with
the management of the reservoirs having the
power of levying rates for water supplied, such
rates to be paid into the hands of a receiver appointed 'by the Government; tha.t a ptlT OImtage
should be allowed to the municipalities for the
management of the reservoirs, and a per centage
put down for repairs, &c., and that all above that
sum, of say 5 percent., should belong to the central Government. Thus the scheme he Jlroposed
was ~imple and perfectly intelligible. (" Hear,
hear," from Mr. Servlce.) The hon. member for
Ripon was not well up in the matter. lIe (Mr.
Loader) proposed to vest the expenditure of the
money in the central Government, but under
local authorities. (et Where is the difference between that scheme and this?" from Mr. Service.)
The hon. member for Richmond had not submitted any scheme by which he provided for the
management of the works, nor had he stated how
he proposed to deal with the debentures, inasmuch as the scheme with regard to the Yan Yean
was abandoned. What he proposed last year he
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was in favour of now, and although, individually,
he was prepared to admit that there were many
good points in the scheme of the hon. member,
the policy of adopting it was very properly questioned by the Government.
Mr. M'LELLAN opposed the resolutions, be·
cause he believed that the scheme was as yet
crude, and not sufficiently matured to warrant
the committee in agreeing to it. He thought
municipalities should devise schemes of their
own, and then it would be for the House to consider them. As regarded the gold-fields reservoirs, he might refer to one at Creswick, which
was the largest. He did not believe the miners
there would pay for a single pint of water
from it.
Mr. SERVICE wished to defend his constituency against such a charge as that, as he was sure
they would be willing to pay for the water they
used.
Mr. M'LELLAN proceeded.-He would not
object to muniCIpalities being supplied with water,
provided their propprty was assessed; but to
supply them under the pretence of supplying the
gold-tJelds was putting the matter on a false
basis. He thought that if the scheme was postponed for 12 month!!, the subject might be well
ventilated in the interim, and the best sites for
reservoirs determmed upon.
Mr. HUMFFRAY saId it had been stated that
evening that it had been remarked that some of
the reservoirs were constructed in places where
they were useless to the miner. That he most distincrIy denied, and he was surprised that hon.
members did not inform themselves better before
they made such assertions. (" Hear, hear;" " His
own colleague;" "Mr. Brooke.") Surely, hon.
members were aware that there were large tracts
of country in which there was much gold,
which had been left by the miners, owing to the
scarcity .of water-as, for instance, Raglan, although It was true that where the mlUers were
sinking just now there was too much water.
He was not prepared to contend that the best
sites had been selected in every instance; and he
had to complain of the disparaging tone in which
hon. members had spoken of the selection of
these site'), and the manner in which the works
had been carried out. The works, he was I'repared to say, had been constructed on a more
economical plan than similar works in England.
(Hear, hear.) It had been assumed, in the
COUTse of the debate, that because the Government were opposed to the proposal of the member for Richmond, they were therefore opposed
to water supply for the gold-fields. The
only point of difference between the Government and the member for Richmond was,
the mode of carrying out the object. The
scheme of the member for Richmond was faulty
in two important particulars-it did not contemplate providing for outlying districts: there
must be a settled population before any money
could be advanced; and it sought, as a return for
the outlay, that taxes should be levied. This
s~?wed the injustice as well as the impractica.blhty of the measure. It would not be fair to
tax 5,000 miners for the water used by no more
than 500, and the only fair way would be to
charge 80 much per sluice-head. (Hear, hear.)

Mr. BENNETJI complained that the member
for Richmond ignored the agricultural interest in
b ifreaolutions. He considered that the present
wuan inappropriate time for the consideration
dthe question, and that the matter should be in
tbehandR of the Government, not in those of a
private member.
Mr. J. T. SMITH said, if the proposition
mp-ant that advantage should be taken of the
£75,000 now on the Estimates for gold-fields
water supply, and that, if need be, nearly
£1,000,000 more should be raised for the same
purpose, he should be ready to support it. At
the same time, he was of opinion that the agricultural districts, as well as the gold fields,
should receive Parliamentary attention with regard to this matter of water supply.
Mr. DUFFY sug~ested that the words" Trea.sury notes" should be substituted for exchequerbills.
Mr. FRANCIS accepted the suggestion.
Mr. HAINES asked for the resolutions to be
put separately. lie was in favour of the first,
though opposed to the second and third; but, if
they were put. together, he must vote against
them.
Mr. FRANCI8 said the resolutions were 80
connected with each other that they must be put
together.
The resolutions were then put, and carried without a di vision; and, the House having resumed,
the CHAIRMAN reported accordingly.
SUPPLY.
On the order for the reporting of resolutions
passed in Committee of Supply,
Mr. GRANT moved for the striking out of the
clause to the grant for the corporation of Melbourne .. to be expended under the 'JAnction of
the Board of Land and Works."
This was agreed to, and the resolutions were
then passed.
Mr. VERDON moved, that the House go into
Committee of Supply.
Mr. GREEVES trusted the Government were
not going into the Estimates at that late hour.
(10.35 p.m.)
The order of the day for the further consideration of the Estimates was then postponed till the
following day.
GOLD RETURNS.

Mr. AMSINCK movedIt That a return be laid on the table of this
House of all the gold, coined and otherwise, exported during the last three years, stating the
different ports to which it had been shipped."
The motion was agreed to.
PAYMENT OF MEMBERS.

The report of the committee of the whole
House upon this bill was then taken into consideration.
On the motion of Dr. EvANS, the word" indemnify," in the 1st clause, which had been
previously substituted for the word It compensate," was again altered, and the word" compensate" reinstated.
The question was then put, that the bill be read
a. third time, and
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The House divided, with the following result
...
...
...
... 20
Aves ...
Noes ...
...
...
...
... 10
MaJ'ority for the third reading ... 10

:-1

I SESSION

11.

The bill then passed, and a message transmit~ng t~e bill to the Upper House was ordered to
e sen •
.
' .
The remamder of the busmess haVlng heen
pO!1tponed, the House adjourned at a quarter
to 11 o'clock.

I

FIFTY-SEVENTH DAY-WEDNESDAY, APR1L 24, lR61.
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.
The ACTING· PRESIDENT took the chair at 10
minutes past 4 o'clock, and read the usual prayer.
DOCUMENTS FOR NEW MEMBERS.
The ACTING·PRESIDENT announced that,
pursuant to the motion made by Mr. M'Crae last
week, for the supply to new members of copies of
the votes and proceedings and of Adamson's
Acts, a letter had been received stating that instructions had been issued to the Parliamentary
librarian to supply the former, and to the Government printer to provide the latter, if in print.
TH"E ADDRESS TO MAJOR·GENERAL PRATT.
The ACTING-PRESIDENT said that, in consequence of the discussion which had arisen in
another place as to the proper mode of approaching Major-General Pratt. he had delayed communicating with the major-j!'eneral as to the presentation of the addrt'ss voted by this House. Perhaps it would be well for the House to take time
to consider the proper mode of approaching MajorGeneral Pratt.
Mr. STR,\CHAN observed that, after the remarks of the Acting- President, he would move" That a copy of the resolution expressing the
thanks of this House to Major-General Pmtt and
the officers who served in New Zealand be transmitted to the major.general by the President."
It was unnecessary for hlm to explain his vievs
as to what had already been done, but he thought
tbe course indiIJated by his motion was the most
dignified that I he House could take, and would
be far preferable to that adopted by the House
on a former occasion.
Mr. J. Il ENTY seconded the motion, which
was unanimously agreed to.
GOVERNMENT AND THE COUNCIL.
Mr. ROLFE, in the absence of Mr. Fraser,
moved that all bu~iness standing in that gentleman's name be postponed until the following
day.
The ACTING· PRESIDENT stated that, in
complianoe with the motion of Mr. Bennett, he
had seen the Ch!ef Secretary, who had brought
the subject before his colleagues, and had since
favoured him with a reply, which was to the
effect that the Government declined, in the temporary absence of Mr. A'Beckett, to appoint any
member of this House to a seat in the Cabinet.
They further stated that they had a constitutional objection to any member of t he Cabinet
not being a responsible Government officer,
a.lthough, following the example of the late
Government..... this objection had been waived in
the case of Mr. A'Beckett. The reply, in short,
amounted to this- that the Government objected

to increase the number of members of the Cahinet,
and more especially to supply a temporary
absence.
Mr. BE~NETT con~idered that, under these
c:rcumstance~, it was the duty of the House to
adjourn for Olle month-the time for which Mr.
A'Heckett had leave of absence. He thought It
totally derogatory, and inconsistent with dignity,
for the House to continue to meet after being
treated in 80 cOlltemptuousa manner by the
Government. He rea.lly was perfectly astonished
at the cool, curt, and discourteous manner in
wbich the Government had declined to accede
to that which the House considered absolutely
expedient and necessary for the due conduct of
public business. And, under these circumstances,
he would move that the House do now adjourn
for one month, so as to give the hon. member
r(lpresenting the Government time to appear in
his place.
The ACTING-PRESIDENT called the attention of the hon. member to the fact; hat a measure of great importance-the Pleuro-Pneumonia.
Bill-had passed both Houses of Legislature,
and only waited the Royal assent.
Mr. BENNETT observed tha.t it might be a
very unfortunate circumstance, but this was not
the first time that the House had been placed on
the horns of a. dilemma.. The House had been
almost coerced into consenting to measures which
they deprecated, simply because further anta.gonism might involve some serious loss to the
country. With regard to the Pleuro-Pneumonia
Bill, inasmuch as the measure had passed both
Houses, there was nothing to prevent the Government's appointing officers, prepa.ring forms,
and gettingtheirmachme.y ready, which bUSlIlp.ss
wO\lld occupy at le&l't a month, and therefore
there would be no loss in the Royal asl'lent's being
delayed for that time. At all events he did not
think the House ought to allow any flr.condary
considerations to weigh with them in declaring
their sense of the peculiar position in which they
found themselves unexpectedly placed by the
action of the Government.
Mr. POWER ga.thered from the I'ltatement of
the Acting-President that the Government could
not induce any hon. member to represent them in
this HouRe. (Cries of "No.")
Mr. BENNETT said the statement of the
Acting. President was that the Government declined to make any member of the House a
responsible Minister to represent them.
Mr. POWER understood that the Government experienced some difficulty in inducing a
member of the House to represent them.
Mr. BENNETT. - Then let them surmount
the difficulty, or retire. (Hear, hear.)
Mr. POWER thought that the Government
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should be allowed every considera.tion under the ment should be until such day as the Governcircumsta.nces, and that it might be acting pre- ment might arra.nge for the giving of the Royal
cipitately to adopt the resolution now before the aBQ'ilnt to the Pleuro- Pneumonia Bill. With a.
modification to that effect, he should support the
House.
Mr. HULL concurred with Mr. Power, and motion. He considered the House should be
treated
with respect.
objected to an adjournment, becauRe public
Mr. ROLFE remark~d that Mr. Fraser was
business would be thereby impeded. There were
several questions of some importance to come unavoidably detained at Castlemaine.
Mr. BEN)JETT would ha.ve been williBg to
before the House on this occa.sion, and he was
in hopes tha.t there would be some reply with accept Mr. Fawkner's suggestion but for the fact
regard to the matter of the colonial defences. that the fIouRe must adjourn to a specific day.
Mr. FAWK!SER.-Adjourn to this day week.
Moreover, he had a petition to present from 948
residents of Richmond against the Pollution of If the Governor cannot be present on that day,
Rivers Bill. At the same time he perfectly adjourn agam for a week.
Mr. BENNETT had no objection. He would
agreed in the expression of feeling which had
accordingly moveheen made.
" That, in consequence of the absence of any
Mr. COLE concurred in the necessity for some
alteration being made with regard to the repre- member representing the Government, the House
sentation of the Government in the House, but do now adjourn to this day week."
Mr. HULL said, after the forcible arguments
he could not support Mr. Bennett's motion.
Having granted leave of absence to the gentleman advanced by Mr. Bennett, he should not persist
representing the Government (Mr. A'Beckett), it in his desire to preRent his petition.
The ACTING-PRESIDENT ruled that the
would not become the House, in his absence, to
adjourn for a month. If they wanted a prece- motion of Mr. Bennett was not in order.
Mr. BENNETT accordingly omitted the predent, he need only refer them to last session, and
to the manner In which Mr. Fellows, the repre- amhle.
sentative of the Government, absented himself
The ACTING-PRESIDENT observed that an
from the House, to the grea.t hindrance of public ordinary adjournment could be moved without
business. (Laughter.) He would remind hon. notice, but a motion for the adjournment of the
members that Mr. Fraser would be in his place House to a particular day reqUlred notice.
next day, and then the business could be proMr. FA WKNE R urged tha.t Mr. Btlnnett could
ceeded Wlth.
make his motion with the leave of the House.
Mr. BENNETT confessed himself considerably The Acting- President moved, not long since
astonished b, the argument put forwa.rd by Mr. without notice, tha.t leave of absence be granted
Power. In h18 humble judgement, if the Govern- to the President, and this he thought a very
ment were in such a poHition that they could not strong preced~nt. (Laughter.)
Mr. BENNETT s31d, in order to comply with
command sufficient confidence in the House to
induce anyone hon. member to represent them the forms of t~e House, he would give notice that,
the Government had no right to the power of on the folloWlng da.y, he should move the ad-'
regulatinlr the affairs of the country. The confi- journment of the House for a week, and he
dence o! that House oUl!'ht to be as necessary to would content himself with movin£' at present
the eX18tence of a Ministry as a majority in tha.t the House do now adjourn.
the other branch of the Legislature. (Hear
After some observations from Mr. COLE, who
hear. ) The mere fact that no one but Mr' expressed his opinion tha.t a committee should be
A'Beckett would represent them showed th~ appointed to ascertain what really were thtl duties
necessity for the House's waiting for the return of of the Executive (laughter), the motion that
that gentlema.n to do the work which no one else the House do now adjourn was agreed to.
would undertake. (Hear, hear.) He had a petiThe House rose at 12 minutes to 5 o'clock.
tion to present on the sa.me subject as that to
which Mr. Hull bad referred, but he thought it
would keep until the measure to which it related
was before the House.
~
Mr. POWER observed that, he was not at all
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.
friendly to the present Government, but he
wiWied to give them a fair chance. He was
The SPEAKER took his seat at hall-past 4
anxious to see what they would do, and not to o'clock.
take them in this way by surprise.
\ LADY JULIA PERCY ISLAND.
Mr. 8TRACHAN supported the motion. If
Mr. LALOR gave notice that, on Friday next,
the Government, in the absence of Mr. A'Beckett
had taken Mr. Fraset as their representative' he would move, that in the opinion of that House lt
there would have been ]ess reason to complain of was inexpedient that the exclullive right to procure
them. But this they had distinctly IItated they guano from Lady J ulia Percy Island should be
would no\ do. And it was most humiliating for granted to any individual or company; and also
the Houl!e that the Government should be able that it was inexpedient that any lessee or licelUlee
to say-" We are quite indifferent as regards our should export guano from the colony.
in~rest in th~t HouHe, they may do all they
Mr. BROOKE said that he had stated on the
(Hear, hear.) What informa- previous day that the Government intended to
t?lDk proper.
tIon could hon. members hope to obtain with re- Issue a lease of this island. As the HoU8e had
gard to the proceedings of the Government in now taken action of itH81f on this subject, howthe abeeooe of any Government representative? ever, and in accordance with the understanding
(A voice-" None!")
. that had been come to, no If'aRe would be issued
Mr. FA WKNER suggeshd that the adjourn- "ill the decision of the House was known. .
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MINING ON PRIVATE PROPERTY.

Mr. HUMFFRAY gave notice that, on Tuesday, May 7, he would ask for leave to introduce a
bill to legalIze and regulate gold·mining on
private property. (Hear, hear.)
THE LEGAL PROFESSION.

Mr. BARTON gave notice that he would, on
the following day, move that the order of the day
for the second rfadimr of the Legal Profession
Bill take precedence over all other business on
Friday next.
THE LICENSED VICTUALLERS.

HAKSARD.

[SESSION

1I

unfulfilled. With respect to other cases, he would
promise to take care, as far as he could, that the
power to declare a claim forfeited should not be
solely vested in the~arden. (Hear, hear.)
RAILWAY RETURNS.

Mr. L. L. S WITH (in the absence of Mr.
Woods) asked the hone the Commissioner of
Public Works, how many hours per day the
engine-drivers, stokers, guardfl, ami railway porters worKed? What amount of Sunday work
they had to perform? Wfrp, they allowed holidays, like other public servants; and if 110, when?
Were they pa.id by the hour, the day, or the
month?
Mr. GRANT replied that the en!!ine·drivers
and stokers worked from 11 to 14 hours per day,
and the guards and porters from 10 to 14. As to
Sunday work, the engine·dri vers and Rtokers worked
only every other Sunday, while the guards and
porters worked about lOhours eVfry Sunday. There
were only three recognized holidays in the locomotive department, viz.-Christmas Day, Good
~'riday, and the Queen's Birthday. The guards
and porters had no recognized holidays. saving
when one man did duty for another. The men
alluded to were all paid by the day.

Mr.. DON (on behalf of Mr. Serjeant) presented a pftition from the lioensed victuallers of
Ballarat West, pra}ing that, all they had been
induced to invest large sums of money for the
purpose of carrying on their trade properly,
their rights might be protected, and that storekeepers shnuld not be allowed to sell beer or
spirituous liquors in small quantities.
On the motion of the hOD. member, the petition was read, and ordered to lie on the
tlloble.
Mr. HOWARD presented a petition from the
merchants, minerll. and storekeepers of Sandhurst, praying the Hou@e to pass a measure license THE LAND ACT-DEFINITION OF BOUNDARIES.
ing the retail sale of colonial beer by storekeepers.
Mr. WOOD asked the hone the Commissioner
As the hon. member f'lr Collinrwood had stood
in that House as the representative of the pub· of Crown Lands and Survey whether any opinion
had
been given by the Attorney-General as to
lican interest, and moved that the petition he
had presented be read, he (Mr. Howard) felt it the construction to be put upon that part of the
to be his duty to move that the count·er petition 82nd section of the Act No. 117, which gives the
he had just presented be read also. (Hear, Governor in Council power to define the meaning
of certain expressions used in the act. His
hear.)
Mr. DON had no intention of standing forward reaso'l for putting the question was because he
as the advocate of the publican interest; but had wished to know how the definition which the
only done his duty, as a member of tbe House, in cla.use empowered the Governor to make was to
prt'senting a petition handed to him for the be made, and whether the Governor could interr.ret the clause so as to make the definition by
purpose.
The petition was then read, and ordered to lie , metes and bounds," or by a general description.
A definition of the town of St. Kilda by metes
on the table.
ana bounds had recently been gazetted, but it
EXPORTS OF GOLD.
appeared impossible to define "improvements"
Mr. BRODIE would ask the Government if, in in t.he same way, and he wished to know if the
addition to the information respectmg the amount opinion of the Attorney·General had been taken
of gold shipped from the colony in the return on the matter.
aRked for by the hone and gallant member for
Mr. BROOKE replied that the AttorneyWest Bourke, a distinction could be drawn General had given no opinion on the matter,
between ~old shipped by the banks and by and the rule acted upon hitherto by the Governor
private individuals?
had been to define, by metes and bounds. With
Mr. HEALEShad no objection to the addi- respect to t he definition of 1!0ld-fieldR, So different
tional infornla,tion being given.
plan would be followed, and the gold· fields would
be defined by the boundary of the gold workmgs.
WARDENS ON 'I'HE GOLD-FIELD:ol.
This appeared to him to be the most rational
Mr. CARPENTER, seein~ the Hon. Commis- course that could be adopted.
sioner of Mines in his place, would draw his ; Mr. WOOD beheved that the opiniCln of every
attention to a notice in the Gazette of the previous lawyer on the clause in question would be to the
day, which was to the effect that any miDer found : effect that the hone Commissioner of La.nds and
guilty of allowing sludge or tailings to flow into . Survey was incorrect.
the reservoirs should forfeit lhe land held by
SEYl\lOUR PUNTS.
him for mining purposes. The reason he brought
Mr. HOOD asked the hon. the Chief Secrethe matter forward was, because he wished to
have t.he words" and assessors" inserted in the tary the reason why one of the Government punts
notice, 80 that it might be left at the option of over the River Goulbum, at Seymour. had not
the miner charged with the offence to have been lifted, it having been sunk for several
his case decided by a warden or a warden and months, entailing double traffic upon the other,
which was, in consequence, impassa.ble. and the
asSesSOFS.
Mr. HUMFFRAY informed the hone member entire goods traffic cOP1pletely slopped. #
Mr. BROOKE replied tha.t the sunk punt was
for Mandurang that in case of auriferous ground
betng lea~ed no warden could declare the same not the property of the Governmtnt, but belonged
forfeited because the conditions of the same w(;re to a private indiviuu .. l. The Government punt
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was under repair, and he believed, was then completed. The stoppage of traffic had been very
8light, and the co~tractorfor the repa~r8 had kept
hi8 men at work mght and day to fiUlsh them as
800n as possible.
THE POLICE.

Mr. CARPENTER gave notice that on Thursday, May 2, he wo,.lId move for a select committee
to inquire into the present state and management
of the police force_
THE WARDENS' POWERS.

Mr. CARPENTER gave notice that on Friday
next he would ask the hone Commissioner of
Mines, if the Attorney-General was of opinion
that a warden possessed the power of causiRg the forfeiture of a miner's right or title
to any lands held by him, in the event of his
neglecting to comply with the notice headed
" Sludge, &c., and Reservoirs," published in last
Tuesday's Uazette.
PLEURO-PNEUMONIA.

Mr. MOLLISON desired to ask the hone the
Commissioner of Lands and Survey a question
without notice. Be was aware that the Government were in communication with the Government of New South Wales with re.!lpect to a biU
which had been very rapidly passed through the
Legislature of that colony, called the" Cattle
Disease Prevention litH." He desired to know
the substance of any reply that had been received
from that Government. The bill to which he
had referred was passed, apparently, merely to
prevent die spread of pleuro-pneumonia, but its
effect would be simply to prevent the transmission of any cattle from thil! colony to New South
Wales, by land or sea..
Mr. BROOKE replied that the Government had
had its attention directed to this subjt:ct, which
was of great importance to the trade in cattle.
The Government had been aware that a Cattle
Disease Prevention Bill had been passed with extreme rapidity through the New South Wales
Legislatur~, and it seemed possible that the Governmtjnt ill Sydnl3Y had acted under the impression that pleuro-plleumonia. was more extensively
diffused in this colony than was t.he case. Under
such circumstances, it appeared desirable to communicate with that Government, pointing out
that this Legislature were taking active steps to
prevent the spread of the disease, and calling
on them not to take any action, pending further
inquirieB, which should prevent altogether the
tranBmission of cattle to New South Wales. To
these communications, whICh had been forwarded,
the hone the Secretary for Lands in New South
Wales had replied that that Government would
take care not
take 8uch action as would
seriously retard the cattle trade between the two
colonies-in fact, that no action whatever had as
yet been ta.ken. It was further stated that Mr.
Hay, a member of the New South Wales Legislature, was at the present time in this colony, and,
as it. appeared desirable to confer with him on
the subject, the Government here intended to
adopt that course.
SUPPLY.
The House then went into Committee of
Supply.

139

CHARITABLE INSTITUTIONS.

Mr. VERDON moved that the sum of £76,500
be voted for the under-mentioned charitable institutions, according to the following plan of distribution :-Ararat Hospital, building, £1,000;
maintenance, £1,200. Ballarat District Hospital,
building, £1,200; maintenance, £5,000. Beech~
worth Hospital, £3,500. BelfasL Hospital, £600.
Castlemaine District Hospital, building, £1,500 ;
maintenance, £4,000. Dunolly_Hospital, £1,000.
Heathcote Hospital, £700. Kilmore Hospital,
£600. Kyneton Hospital, £600. Maryborough
District Hospital, £2,000. Melbourne Hospital,
£13,000. Melbourne Lying-in Hospital, £2,000.
Pleasant Creek Hospital, £1,000. Portland
Hospital, £500. Sandhurst Hospital, £4,000.
Warrnambool Hospital, building, £300; maintenance, £500. Ballarat Benevolent Asylum,
building, £500; maintenance, £2,500. Castlemaine Benevolent Asylum, £1,500. Melbourne
Benevolent Asylum, £9,000. Sandhurst Benevolent Asylum, £2,000. Infirmary and Benevolent
Asylum, Geelong, £4,500. Protestant Orphan
Asylum, Melbourne, building, £1,000; maintenance, £3,000. Geelong Orphan Asylum, £1,500.
Roman Catholic Orphanage, Geelong, £1,000.
St. Vincent de Paul's Orphanage, Emerald Hill,
building, £1,000 ; maintenance, '£1,500. Amherst
District Hospital, £1,000. Maldon Hospital, £500.
Swan Hill District Hospital, £300. Immigrants'
Aid Society, £1,500. The last item would be appropriated unconditionally, but the precedinlC
sums would only be handed over to the various
institutions on the following conditions :I f That a statement of transactions and account
of receipts and expenditure of the year ending
31st December, 1860, be deposited in the Treasury, according to the conditions of the grant for
that year; and that a. similar account be furnished in the prescribed form to the Treasurer,
for the year 1861, prior to the 31st January,
186~, and that a sum equal to one-third of the
amount of the present grant be raised by private
contrit1utions; amI on the further conditions
that the secretary, or some other officer of every
such institution, should, before the last day of
January in the year 1862, make a return, verified
by his 801emn declaration before a justice of the
peace, to the Treasurer. of the number of persons received into such institution during the
year preceding, the number of officials and servants, and the vital statistics of such institution,
together with such other and further information
as the Governor in Council, by rules and regulations from time to time in that behalf made,
might duect"·
Mr. HOWARD moved that the item be with
drawn for redIstribution, aud he did so on the
ground that, while almost every other charitable
grant had been reduced on account of the decreasing revenue, that to the Ballarat institutions
had been actually increased. The grant to Sand.,
hurst, which had been £6,700 last year, had been
decrelloSed this year by £700, while the grant to
Ballarat last year had been £8,000, and was
£9,200 this year. The district he represented
sent down a quarter of a million more gold annually tha.n Ballarat, and yet a. diminution of the
grant was proposed in the former case, and an
increase in the latter. He asked why that should
be the case? But perhaps the explanation might
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not be diffioult to find. The fact was, that Ballarat was generally pretty well represented in the
Government, a.nd of course the members would
look after the interests of their own distriats. He
did not seek to take away any portion of the
additional grant to Ballarat; he asked only for
common justice, and that Sandhurst should have
its fair share of the common revenue. He hoped
the hon. member for BaJlarat would not misunderstand him in his reference to Ballarat. It
appeared to him that it was incumbt::nt upon the
GOvernment to reconsider the subject, and to do
away with disparities they Could not reconcile;
and therefore he trusted ~hat the House would
see the force of the reasons he had urged for a
reconsideration of the suhject, and a readjustment of the proportions in which the grant was
to be expended.
Mr. L. L. SMITH said that, with regard to the
Melbourne Hospihl, it often accommodated persons who were well a.b!e to pay for themselves, and
that was a state of things which should not be
permitted. It was injurious to the medical interest l and was a matter for the consideration of
the neads of the state. A doctor at Geelong, it
. was al80 stated, was in the habit of using the hospital for the accommodation of his patients.
Mr. HENDERSON said he would support the
motion of the member for Sandhurst (Mr.
Howard). As had been stated by that hon.
membu, the sum to he appropriated to Bal·
larat was this year £1,200 in excess of what it
had been formerly, and, like the hon. member, he
(Mr. Handerson) was unable to understand how
that should be the case. He thought the increase
had been made through a mistake 011 the part of
the Government, and if so they ought to be glad
to have the opportunity of rectifying it. He had
no doubt they were prepared to rectify the mise
take, and the House should give thelli the opportunity of reconsidering the matter. His hon.
colleague had stated that Sandhurst sent down a
quarter of a million more gold annually than
Ballarat did, but, although that was the fact,
neither he nor his collea.gue wished to put it forward aM an argument for taking away any money
from Ballarat and giving it to Sandhurst. They
desired no such change as that. There was no
jealousy in the matter, and they did not want
to withdraw from Ballarat to give to Sandhurst,
but they did want that Sandhurst should stand
on an equalitv w;th Ballarat.
Mr. GREEVES said he thought this, of all
questions, ought to be discussed without party or
parish-vestry feelings. It would be remembered
that 1308t year he had moved the insertion of a
cla.use in the Appropriation Act, for t·he purpose
of obtaining returns from the different districts,
which would enable the Government to deal properly with the subject. These return~ had been
obtained, but they only reached the Government
on previous day, and had not yet been printed.
The distribution of the grant was a question they
could not go lightly into, especially without the
information which these returns contained; and, in
these Clrcumstances, he hoped there would be no
objection to delay further consideration of the
subject for a short time, in order that the opportunity mi~ht be given to members of making
themselves acquainted with the contents of the
returns.
Mr. VER.DON said he bad proposed to take
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the vote out of the ordinary course, because
members must be aware that the money was required. (Hear, hear.) Wlth reference to the
statistics, he might say that they were very voluminous. They were received latEl, and had
been sent to the printer in the ordinary courtle,
but they had not yet been returned. They were
expected, however, in a few minutes-not printed,
however, but in the manu~cript snd if members
thought fit to wait, they would soon be in possession of them. But he believed that he was in a
position to give what information might be required, if members preferred to go on. He
would Dot say more now, but he hoped that the
committee would grant the money as early as
pOBBible.
[The returns were here handed to Mr. Verdon,
who again placed them on the table.]
Mr. HOOD said he would like to see the
further consideration of the subject delayed for
a day or two. The information which members
yet had before them was defective, and he hoped
to be allowed to examine the returns before proceeding further. In looking over the list of subdivisions he found several items which required
explana ion; for example, the average cost of
each patient admitted to anum ber of the hospitals
was £5149. The Melbourne Hospital showed
favourably in this respect, since its average was
only £J 12s. In others, again, he found the
average as high as £25, while in many The
figures ran £12, £13, and £14. Now this, he
thought, required clearing up. In the Bdollarat
Benevolent Asylum the average cost of the inmates was as high as £104, while in a Ilimilar
institution at Castlemaine it was £94, nnd at
Sandhurl-' £54. Here, again, Melbourne showed
favourably, the average being £28. In the
Geelong Olphan Asylum the av~rage cost of each
inmate was about £17, while in the same institution in Melbourne the average was about
£20, out of the Government grant the private suhscriptions to be added. Now, looking at these facts, he certainly tt.ought that
some explanation was due to the House, and the
only question was how to obtain the required
elucidation of the mYlltery. It was his opinion,
however, that either there had been gross jobbery in connexiotl with the character of the8e
institutions, or a shameful waste of the funds.
It must have been the case, he thought, that the
direction of these benevolent institutions had
fallen into the hands of sectarian oommitteesperhaps of ladies-who had improperly Bpent the
money at their comma.nd. He did not say that
such was the case; but he thought it must havtl
been that ladies interesting themselves in these
inRtltutions-he spoke, of coursehof those which
showed an unreasonably hig
average, as
Ballarat, Castlemaine, and Sandhurst -had
formed themselves into committees, got hold of
the money, and spent it rashly and indiscriminately. Either that was 80, or, aE he had already
Raid, there had been grol>s jobbery somewhere.
There did not appear to him to be any other way
of explaining the great disparity, and he would
rather have the former than the latter explanation. He mij:!ht add, as he saw the member for
Kyneton getting up, that his district showed best
of all in these averal!es.
Mr. IIADLEY said he knew tha.t, so far as the
Kyneton distl·ict was concerned, a. much large
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aum had been subscribed by private contributions
than had been received from the public grant.
He was quite of t.he opinion of the last spea.ker,
that t he subject could not be fairll dealt. with
wIthout the statistics that were now lD the hands
of the prmter, and if they were in pos8es!lion of
them it WaB quite possible that some satisfactory
explanation might be given as to the caW!e of
the disparities which had been pointed out.
A~ rega.rded the Kyneton Hospita.l he might state
that the ra.ilwa.y there had about doubled the
number of patients, without contributing to the
fundA. The inhabitants of Kyneton contributed
a.bout £600, or £700, to the funds of the hospital;
but they found the support of the hospita.l too
great a. tax upon them whhout further aid from
Government, loond although they were wiiling to
add still more to their contributions, some further as~istance from Government would be absolutely necessary if tbe hospital was to be maintained. He held in his hand a letter respecting
the ho~pital, whioh stated that it must be diScontinued If a greater a.,mount of money were not
voted for its support. He thought the committee ought to postpone the further consideration of the subject for a few days.
The CHAIRMAN said the vote could not be
postponed; it mil!.ht be withdrawn.
. Mr. HUM~'~'RAY, without considering the
propriety of postponing the sut,jE'ct, had a few
words to say in answer to what had fallen from
the hon. member for SandhUrt~t (Mr. Howard).
That ~'entleman had asked for an increase of the
vote to Sandhurst because that district sent
down annually a quarter of a million more gold
thau Ballarat; but if an argument of that kind
was to be admitted, Melbourne itself would get
no hing, beoause it sent no gold. (Hear, hear.)
The argument, he thought, WM tota.lly madmissible. He was not prepared wlth the same sort
of statistics as those with whtch the member for
Belfast had pretl6nted them; but on Monday
last he went to the hospital a.t Ballarat, and he
found from returns provided by the surgeon to
the institution that no less than 17 localities contributed cases to that hospital, and even Melbourne had sent 6. (CC Oh, oh," alld laughter.)
Could the hon. member for Sandhurllt give
similar statistics? Instead of having heen singled
out as an instance of unfair advantJI+:e, Ballarat, in his opinion, did not get its fair share of
the public grant; and therefore the proposal of
the member for Sandhurst, to take a portion of
the grant from Ballarat and give it to Sandhurst,
\Vat; altogether unreasonable.
Mr. HOWARD said the hon. gentleman had
misrepresented him. He had not said that he
wished any portion of the grant to be taken from
Ballarat.
Mr. HUMFFRAY.-Why, then, did the hon.
member ask for the postponement of the discussion, if not for the purpose of deriving benefit to
Sand hunt at the expense of Ballarat ?
Mr. HOW ARD.For the purpose of giving
time and opportu,oity for a re-distribution of the
grant.
Mr. HUMFFRAY.-With regard to the case
of Bendigo, what had been the reduction there?
(A Voice. _u£900:') That had been for the buildings, and he understood that the buildings were
completed. (" No, no.'"
Mr. O'SllANASSY wished to ask the Treasurer
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how much money he had raid to these hospitals,
seeing that four months 0 the year !lad already
elapsed? (Hear, hear.)
Mr. VERDON said he had paid 110thing as
yet, and could not until the vote passed the
House. It would be improper, he thought, in a
case like the present, to anticipate the votes of
the House; aDd, therefore, nothing could be
paid until the House granted the supplies asked
for, when advances would at onoe be made.
Mr. O'SHANASSY was quite aware that
such Vrould be the Treasurer's answer, and he
had put the question for the purpose of bringmg
the point forcibly under the uotice of the House.
If they were to go on in that way, they would be
inflicting an injury upon the various hospitals
and beuevolent institutions which received money
under the grant, b&caW!e the price of provisions
and other expenses would fall heavily upon them
afterwards, if no money was forthcoming in the
mean time. The House ought undoubtedly to
come to some resolution for an advance of money
that evening, even if the SUbject were left to be
discussed on another day.
Mr. BRODIE admitted the force of the plt'a.
used by the hon. member for Kilmore; but considered the present distribution so unjust tha.t it
ou~ht to b& rectified. With referellce to what
had been said about the rival claims of Sandhurijt
and Ballarat, he did not think that members
ought to speak merely for their own districts.
(H.ear, hear.) If he were to adopt the same sYIltem, he could easily find ag many reasons in favour
of the district which he rllpresented as the Hon.
Commissioner of Minell did for his district. (Hear,
hear.) In Mr. Howa.rd's statement ,hat Sandhurst sent down a quarter:)f a millIon more gold
annually than Ba.Jlara~, he dId not mean that on
that account the graut to Sandhurst !Should be
increased, and thert:fore Mr. Humffray's all~on
to the case of Melbourne need not have been
made. It seemed to him that they ought to wait
for further information; and theu l'e-con!lider the
subject. Let them get all the information they
possibly could, and then decide. Ballarat Hospital, he beheved, contained-40 beds-(a Voioe." 50"}-and that of Sandhurst cOLltainea 70.
Mr. VERDON W&I! surprised to he;.r the hone
member for West Geelong (Mr. Greeves) cheering the proposi·ion that the vote 8hould be postponed, inasmuch as the estimate for charitable
institutions was preoisely I h., same 118 tll.at of the
late Government. Be might s.a:e that the information required by ,he hon. rueluber wa.s
already on tue table; but a fortnight at least
would be required to compll te all the information
asked for by the hon. member for Sand burst. He
found that It was the practiee, before the Estimales were framed, for the Treasurer to send to
each charitable institution a circular letter, requesting to be informed of the wants of each institution, and upon the returns sent in the Treasurer based his calculations. He would read a
few items to show the basis upon wLich the surus
for Ballarat and Sandhurl!t had been calculated.
At Sandhurst, for the year ending Stlptemller 30,
there were 515 outdoor patients; at Ballarat,
89~. Indoor patients at Sandhurst, 429 ; Ball...
rat, 566. The private subscriptions received at
Sandhurst amounted to £1,000; a.t Ballarat, to
£1,506. At Sandhurst, the private subscriptions
forthequarter ending December 31 were £360; a.t
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Ballarat,£500. The total amount at Sandhurst was
£1,370 5s. 6d., and at Ballarat ,£2,000. The
number of beds in the ho~pital at Sandhurst was
69, and at Ballarat 84. At Sandhurst the
amount asked for maintenance was .£5,000, and
for building £1,000; whilst at Ballarat, the
mai.ntenance was £7,000, and building ,£2,500.
He found that BaUara r , whilst applying for
£9,500, was to receive £6,000, and Sandhurst
only £2,000 less than it asked for.
Mr. BRODIE asked whether the amounts
mentioned were merely those estimated by the
trustees?
Mr. VERDON thou~ht each document could
be regarded as of equal value. The local mana.·
gers at Sandhurst said mch an amount was
necessary, and the managers at BaIlarat said
80 much was required there.
Ballarat was put
down at £3,000 less than was asked for, and
Sandhurst '£2,000 less.
Mr. STEPHEN thought it was desirable that
the committee should have an opportunity of looking into the returns, rather than that more time
should be spent in discussion now. With that view
he would propose that the Treasurer should ask the
House to take a grant of ,£20.000 to go on with,
and allow the item to be postponed for three
weeks, as that time would be required to prepare
all the necesllary information.
Mr. KING objected to the principle so frequently indulged in by the Ministry when
questions were put to them. Sometimes,
if the questions referred to the acts of the
late Ministry, they would not answer them; and
at other times, when quest.ions pertinent to a
subject were put by members on his side of the
H ousel they would say, " Those are the Estimates
of the late Ministry," so that hon. members could
not object to them. AliY person acquainted with
b.iness millht know that within 12 hours all the
information asked for might be furnished; but it
appeared to him that the Government wished to
carry on the Estimates ad infinitum for the next
yee.r. Had the Treasurer sent to the printer the
memoranda he had read, the information might
now have been furnished, and the vote passed.
Mr. VERDON said the hon. member had ovel'"
looked what had been said by him in amwer to
the hon. member opposite (Mr. Greeves). The
Government felt that the estimate under consideration should not be touched, and it had not
been ~ouched. With reference to the information which the hon. member said he ought to be
prepared with, he possessed it already, and if
the hon. member would say what information he
required he would give it to him. The returns
had been laid on the table on the previous evening, but they could not be printed, owing to the
great press upon the printer to complete the
electoral rolls. If the hon. member wished for
any reasonable inforlUation, it would be furnished
to him.
Mr. KING considered that he was quite justified in the remarks he had made. As regarded
the information required, he would like to know
how he was expected to be able to follow the
Treasurer in all the statistics? He wanted something to go upon before he gave any vote. He
had always been as far as possible a supporter of
the Government, but he could not help saying
that the Government should have furnished the
information mentioned, as the House had an
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equal right with them to have time to consider it.
Mr. LE VI put a question concerning Maryborough, but it was not heard in the gallery.
Mr. VERDON, in answer, read a return to
show that, since 1856, ,£11,321 18s. 6d. had been
voted for the building and maintenance of hospitals and asylums at Maryborough.
Mr. HOOD thought tbe suggestion of the hon.
member for Collingwood was worthy the attention of the House, and he would give one fact in
support of it, which was that, whilst in one year
7,056 patients were admitted into 18 hospitals,
Melbourne Hospital received 3,628, or one·half,
at an expense to the colony of .£3 12s. per Lead;
the remaining 3,428 averaging.£8 15s. 10d. each.
The Treasurer had remarked that Ballarat receIved .£3,000 less than the sum asked fornamely, £9,000; but how was that, he would ask,
when they were now put down at .£9,000? (A
voice.- H That includes the hospital and charitable institutions.") If he was in order, he would
move any motion that ,.ould have ~e effect of
reducing- the vote to .£20,000 for the p1'esent.
\fr. VERDON said he could not ask fOl'
£20,000 as an advance, without giving notice.
If the committee was of opinion that the
printing of the voluminous sta· isti08 was necessary, he would withdraw his estimate. On the
other hand, if they were not wanted-and the
ahstract might serve the purpose-he trusted the
estimate would be passed that evening, in order
that the Government might not be charged with
a wish to delay the Estimates.
Mr. JOHNSTON did uot think that voluminous statistics were required, but he thought
some document should be prepared showing the
number of patients and the cost of each, and why
it was that the average cost of some patients was
so much greater than that of others. If the
Government did .~o on, he should move an
amendment in favour of the Melbourne Hospital.
Mr. STEPHEN thought the abstract read in
the hands of the Treasurer contained all the
necessary information, and that it could be printed
in the course of the following day. The Treasurer could then move for a sum of .£20,000 to
go on with, and on the following day he would
have it in his pocket.
Mr. VERDON said, with a view to save fllrther
discussion, he would withdraw the item, for the
purpose of redistributing the several amounts.
(Hear, hear.)
Mr. CARPENTER objected to the withdrawal,
unless it was with a view to increase the estimate.
At present both Ca,8tlemaine and Ballarat received more than Sandhurst, and although he
did not wish that the votes for tho~e places
should be reduced, he thought Sandhurst was
entitled to a larger amount than was proposed.
He would be quite willing to see the amount
raised from .£76,500 to ,£100,000, as the majority
of miners at Ballarat and Sandhurst, not being in
a position io support hospitals, it was the duty of
the state to assist them.
Mr. LEVI thought the sum for Maryborough
Hospital should be increased by '£1,000 for maintenance and .£500 for the asylum. He heard that
the hon. member for Mandurang was willing to
withdraw his objection to the vote being postponed; if so, he trusted the Government would
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take the case of Maryborough into consideration.
He moved, as an amendment, that the vote be
increased by £1,500 for \faryborough.
Mr. J. T. SMITH wished to call attention to
his district, and trusted tha.t the committee would
consent to a postponement of the vote, in order
that the requirements of each district mi~ht be
considered.
Mr. CARPENTER said that, by leave of the
committpe, he would withdraw his objection.
Mr. MOLLISON was opposed to the hon.
member withdrawing his objection, unless it was
agreed that when next the vote was brought forward there would be no more squabbling. He
thought the question should be put to a division,
as, if they waited for the statistics to be furnished,
it might be read, and, after all, as had been the
case before, the original vote would be carried.
If the Treasurer would receive all the applications of hon. members at his office, and save the
House from a renewal of the discussion, he would
not object; but if the time of the House was to
be occupied on a future day with the same
question, he Rhould ohject.
Mr. VERDON said he had a.lready undergone
the disagreeable duty of receiving numerous deputatlonR on the suhject, and he presumed it
would be his duty to receiv') others. He conceived that he was only studying the wishes of
the committee when he withdrew the vote.
Mr. KING considered it his duty, after the explanation of the 'l'reasurer, to support the Go·
vernment. The Treasurer had given a most candid explanation, and he shOUld look upon any
opposition to the course proposed by the Treasurer as vexatious. He trusted the committee
would assent to the proposition.
With the leave of the House, Mr. Carpenter
withdrew his amendment, Mr. Levi the amendment,and Mr. Verdon the whole vote.
THE MAGNETIC SURVEY.

The following vote for salaries and wages on
account of the magnetic survey was agreed to
without discussion: - Director, with qua.rters,
.£400 ; three assistants (one at.£300, and two at
.£250), £8()0 ; messenger, £110: total, .£1..,310.
BOTANIC AND ZOOLOGICAL GARDENS.

Mr. VERDO~ then moved the following vote
on account of this esta.blishment:- Government
botanist, £500 ; assistant and clerk,£200; curator,
.£200; gardeners, artisans, &c., '£4,000; keeper
of zoologicrJ gardens and labourers, £800: total,
.£5,700.
Mr. GREEVES complained of the reduction
which had been made in the salary of
the head of this depa.rtment, from £600
to .£500.
lIe had always expressed the
opinion that the salary of thil' gentleman was too
low. For a long time Dr. Mueller ha.d been notoriously under-paid; the salary was not at all
adequate to his position, his qualifications, and
the services he performed for the country. The
committee should not lose sight of the fact that
Dr. Mueller had presented to the country the whole
of his own private collection, the value of which
in a mere mon~t.a.ry point of view was Buch that
he (Mr. Greeves) should be almost afraid to mention it. The collection was in fact the product
of some eighteen years' labour, and the country
had thought it worth while to erect a museum to

hold it. (Hear, hear.) Dr. Mueller was known
to be one of the most eminent botanists in
the world; 'and the Government· must be
aware that a large proportion of his salary
was really devoted to public objects - the
obtaining of books and apparatus, which the
country might fairly be called upon to pay. It
should also be remembered that this gentleman's
duties frequently required him to take expensive
journeys; but it would be found, on examining
the votes of former years, that the amount which
had been charged for this purpose, notwithstanding the great value of the services rendered, had
been perfectly trifling. Indeed, when a comparison was made between those charges and the
charges for travelling expenses in other departments, where nothing like the same amount of
work was performed, the committee would come
to the conclusion that Dr. Mueller must have
drawn largely on his own income. (Hear, hear.)
Mr. Greeves concluded by moving that the item
of Government botanist be increased £100.
Mr. WOOD supported the increase. He was
somewhat surprised, on looking through the Estimates, to find Dr. Mueller's sala.IY reduced.
Hon. members could not forget the compliment
paid this gentleman by one of the first botanists
of the day. Sir William Hooper, the curator of
the garden at Kew, had spoken of Dr. Mueller as
one of the first naturalists in the world. Scientific
bodies, on hearing of such a compliment, would
naturally conclude that in thIS wealthy country
Dr. Mueller was paid a considerable salary.
What, then, would be their surprise to hear
that the Legislature of this colony considered that £600 was an extravagant salal1., and
that it ought to be reduced to £500? (Hear
hear.) No doubt it would be said that they must
economize, but they were not to economize
foolishly. They should not pay a man below
what his services were really worth; and would
anyone say that .£600 was too little to pay a man
of world-wide scientific reputation? (Hear, hear.)
In England a gentleman of Dr. Mueller's abilities would receive a much larger remuneration.
(Hear, hear.) He did not mean to say that Dr•
Mueller was a man who, if they cut down his
salary, was likely to throw up his situation. Dr.
MueIler was a man who pursued science for its
own sake rather than for the emoluments which it;
brought him; but was that any reason why a man's
salary should be decreased? (Hear, hear.) Again
they should consider whether, in the event of ~
vacancy occurring in the office, they were likely
to obtain the services of such a man as Dr.
Mueller after it had been trumpeted forth that
they considered £600 an extravagant salary and
that they' cut it down to £500. (Hear hear.)
In revising salaries, they I!hould not reduce indiscriminately. They should not reduce unless
they thought that the salaries paid were more
than the market value of the services rendered.
Now, applying this humble standa.rd, would anyone say that the market va.lue of Dr. Muellers
services was only .£500 a-year? (Hear, hear.)
Let them consider the benefits which might be
conferred upon the colony by the discovery of
only one valuable plant-a plant, for instance
that might prove a substitute for flax, or pr~
duce a valuable dye. Why, the wealth that
would be added to the colony by such discovery
might be reckoned, not by thounnds, but by tens
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of thousa.nds of ponnds. (Hear, hear.) Considerinlt the- salaries whillh were paid to clerks in
other departments, £600 could not be considered
an extravagant salary for Dr. Mueller, who had
rendered valuable services, not only as Government botanist~ but also as superintendent of the
Botanic Gar<1ens,-an institution which had
formed a source of innocent enjoyment to thousands of the population. To what was the }Jresent state of the Botanic Gardens owing but to
the indefatigable services of Dr. Mueller? Therefore, not only on behalf of science, but on behalf of
the ",orkin~ classes, who were so much benefited
by the maintenance of the Botanic Gardens, he
asked that the salary should be retained at its
former amount. (Hear, hear.)
Mr. BROOKE took issue with the hone memo
ber for the OveDs as to the value of Dr. Mueller's
services in connexion with the Botanic Gardens.
Whilst he paid the highest deference to Dr.
MuelIer's scientific acquirements as a bota.nist, he
must say that, from the entire absence of prac·
tieal knowledge of gardening on the part of that
gentleman, the country did not derive the full
advantage of the outlay annually incurred in connexion with the Botanic Gardens. Some memo
bel'8 of the Government were of opinion that itwould be better for the interests of science if
the duties of the Government botanist were confined to botanical pursuits merely. And here it
IIhould be remembered that Dr. Mueller, in virtue
of his position as a Government officer, was able
to pUl'8ue his studies to an extent that he would
be unable to do as a private individual, and
thereby he would be able to secure for himself,
as a botanist, a European reputation. With regard to the discovery of new plants which might
be turned to useful account, he apprehended that
that would be an argument for raising the salary
of the curator of the gardens, who was usually
employed on expeditions up country, for he
believed that Dr. M ueHer's occupations were now
so multifarious that he was rarely in a position to leave Melbourne. He (Mr. Brooke) made
these observations in an entirely friendly spirit
to Dr. Muener than whom no officer in the
public service had been more assiduous in the
performance of his dutif'!l, but he could not
phut, his eyes to the fact that the placing of a
large Government establishment under a man of
abstract science was not a wise arrangement for
the country, because, however that gentleman
mi~ht desire to promote the wishes of the House,
and increase the general advantages to be derived from the existence of the Bota.nic Gardens,
from his want of practical knowledge of gardening and the various branches of horticlllture, he
wu not able raally to administer that department
as well as it could be otherwise administered.
Mr. GREEVES.-Tt never was so well administered before. (Hear, hear.)
Mr. BROOKE, in continuation, said the reduction in the salary was a very small one, and had
been made in view of the reductions which other
officel'B bad to submit to. He hoped the item
would stand as proJlO8ed' by the Government, and
that next yes,r. whatever Government might be
in office, would provide an adequate salary for
Dr. Muener as Government bota.nist, and arrange
for Ilome practical man to be placed in charge of
the Botanic Gardens.
Mr. HOOD supported the increase. The only
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ta.ngible reason which had been urged against the
increll.8e was, that Dr. Mueller had the opportunity, by holdinjr a Government office, to build
hlmilelf up a Europeau reputation. Bu~ the
Commissioner of Lands and Survey had the
same opportunity of doing the same for himself,
and therefore there ought to have been a reduction of salary in that quarter. (Laughter.)
The argument was as good in one case as
the other. (Hear, hear.) Dr. Mueller, as a
botanist, was second to none in the world,
and yet his salary 1\'as only £50 more than that
of a second clerk in the Chief Secretary's office,
who might be a person of no attainments. Why,
the proceeding was a libel upon the country.
(Hear, hear.)
Mr. GREEVES observed that the opinions of
the President of the Board of Land and Works
differed very materially from those held in other
countries with regard to the superintendence of
botanic gardens. Who was at the head of
the En~lish gardens but Sir William Hooper,
a man of science? The same arrangement was
observed with regard to the botanic gardens at
Edinburgh and Glasgow. They were all men of
science, and not mere gardeners. It should be
remembered that the nature of a botanic garden
differed altogether from that of a mere horticultural garden, which was remarkable more for
different varieties of dahlias, roses, or specimens
of utilitarian product..ll, than anything else. That
system had been tried at Sydney and in Tasmania, but had been given up as being altogether
inconsistent with the nature of a botanic I!arden,
properly so called. And so far from considering
a botanic garden deteriorated by oein~ under
scientific guidance, he maintained the re·
verse. The Botanic Gardens here were not
in good order, and never progressed, until they
were under the sole charge of Dr; Mueller.
(Hear, hear.) He would remind hone members
that a great deal of the time and attention of
that gentleman was occupied by a department
which ought not to be under his charge; and he
considered that Dr. Mueller should be relieved
altogether from the superintendence of the zoological branch of the establishment, and so
enabled to confine himself altogether to his peculiar duties as the head of the Botanic Gardens.
(Hear, hear.)
Mr. HAD LEY could not consent to support the
increase. He would not say one word as to the
ability of the gentleman in question, but at the
same time he believed that £500 thi8 yea.r
equalled £600 lo.st year.
Mr. AMSINCK aAked if the hone membel'8 who
supported the vote 8S it stood ha.d soon what
were called Dr. Mueller's quarters? because, if
they had, they could not say that they were fit for
a gentleman. There was a four-roomed hOUl~e, in
one room of which seeds were kept, another was
a private room-though as much like an office as
anything else, and the two small rooms at the
back were used for bedrooms. This could no
more be called a private residence than could the
Hon. Speaker's offices in that House be called
his residence. (Hear, hear.) In all his excur·
sions, whether for health or otherwise, Dr.
Mueller had done his utmost to collect fresh
specimens; and upon consideration of all the
CIrcumstances attending that gentleman'8 posi.
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tIon, he hoped the sala.ry would be maintained at
last year's rate.
Mr. BBlNNETT would agree to increase the
vote, if the revenue would admit of such being
done. (H Oh, oh.") The hone members on the
Opposition benches ha.d, however, by keeping
down the revenue, placed this out of th~ power
of the House.
Mr. KING was sorry to have to vote against
the increase, uut he conceived that the HouRe
would be doing an injustice by ca.rrying the
amendment. He concurred in all the observatIOns made respeCting Dr. Mueller's merits, but
many cases in which an increase would have been
desirable had been passed over, because exceptions to the general rule of reduction would have
had a very inconvenient effect. Were the colony
able to afford it, he should be glad next year to
increase the vote by £100, and also return the
.£100 that had now been taken off.
Mr. J. T. SMITH would vote for the sum set
down in the Government Estimates, because he
could not overlook the fact that the reduction
had been made pro I'atd throughout the whole
department.
Mr. Sl'EPHEN thought the case an exceptional one; for the Govt:ornment could get a thousand clerks, but only one Dr. Muener, whose
equal was not readily to be found anywhere in
Europe. It was only after very many years' study
and experience that a man could arrive at such a
pre·eminence as to be able to take Dr. Mueller s
present position, and he would be then taking the
reward of the exertions of a lifetime. He (Mr.
Stephen) asked the House to compare the salary
and attainments of Dr. Mueller with those of a
road engineer, who got £600 a year as well as
£140 allowances for expenses. He alRO asked
the House tJ compare the salary of the Government botanist with that of Professor M'Coy, the
Government paleontologist, who received £1,000
a year.
Mr. HE ALES asked the House to vote for
the item as it stood, not so much on account of
the amount &8 the principle involved; for no
more reduction had been made in that item than
had been made in otherR. It would be a pleabing
task to behave liberally on such an occasion if
the country could afford to do so, but having
commenced a usiform system of retrenchment, ~he House must not break through
it, or hone members would not be able -to
pass over many claims which would constantly
arise. The iIlu!<tration adduced by the hone
member for ColIingwood was very inapplicable,
for the salary of the Government paleontologisr.
was not voted by that Boulle, and the Government. could m)t, tht:'refore, be answerable for any
exorbitant SUUl that gentleman might get; so
that (here was no analogy between the cases. He
could endorse all that had fallen from the hone
members for the Ovens and East Gtlelong, though
he was sure Dr. Mueller was too great an enthusiast. to alter his line of conduct on account of the
reduction. It was right for the House to place
its own value on the services of that gentleman,
and it was a piece of fortune if, for a certain
lIalary, the Government got the services of an
eminently scientific \Centlemao ; at the same time
it must be remembered that the situation was an
advantage to Dr. Muelltlr himllelf, for he had the
use of the Government printing-office for his

works, and 80 WR8 ena.bled to gain an Europea.n
reputation, whICh was not to be represented by
any amount of money. For the sake of protecting the other officials whose salaries had been
reduced, he trusted the House would pass the vote
as proposed.
Alr.8NODGRASS thought the case ha.d not
been put in a right light. He 1\"as afrald that
the reduction would greatly cramp Dr. Mueller'lI
exertlOnll, for hon. members must remember the
enormous travelling expenses tha.t gentleman had
occasionally to incur.
Mr. HEALE:; pointed out that an allowance of
£160 had been made for travelling expenst::s, and,
the amount had been computed by Dr. Mueller
himself.
Mr. SNODGRASS would have estimated the
travelling expenStlS at a great deal more. lie
should support the increase.
Mr. DONALD had some difficulty in making
up his mind, and it appeared to him that the Government had not fairly answered the questions
that had arisen. Nothing could lower the reputation of the colony more than to take advantage of the acquirements and enthusiasm of a.ny
one. (Hear, hear.) The question was, could the
colony get another ~entleman to perform Dr.
Mueller's duties for the salary now proposed by
the Government? If it could, then he would
allow the salary to remain at the smaller amount;
but if it could not, no reduction should be made.
He was averse to any increase, but could not vote
against it without being convinced that Le would
be doing an injustice.
Dr. MACADAM said it would be a disgrace to
the colony if this reduction were made. There
was one circumstance which had not yet been
considered, and whlCh he would mention. Dr.
Mueller was not only the Government botanist
for Victoria, but in point of fact he was the
botanist for 'fasmania and New South Wales.
The botanists of both those IJOlonies received
instruction at his hands a.nd he classified their
plants for them. It should also be remembered
that Dr. Muener had presented the whole of his
valuable collection of plants, consisting of some
70,000 species, and occupying a period of 22 years
in their collection, to the m\lseum of the gardens.
That collection was now l-eing classified and arranged in the museum for the use of students.
On that score alone, he thoullht that any reduction from the very moderate sum which WiloS plloid
to Dr. Muener should not be agreed to.
Mr. AMSINCK said he really thought the
Chief Secretary ought to reconslder the matter,
and consent tu allow the sum to stand at £600 as
before.
Mr. FOO'PT would support the Ministerial
proposition for the reduction of the salary, a.nd
he thought that Dr. Mueller's own answer that
he could not actend to the gardens as he would
like to do, might be taken as an argument for the
reduction.
Mr. BARTON said that, like the (tailor who
becaul'le he had never ~ked a boon before asked
that the storm might be stayed, he would ask
that the increase be given to Dr. .MueIler, though
he had always hitherto supported reductions.
It would, in his opinion, be a. great injustice to the
learned botanist to consent to the reduction proposed by the Ministry. The Government geologit8
had a large sala.ry, and ju~tly so, because he WaIJ
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& l'Icientific man; and if that gentleman was pntitled to high remuneration, 1'0 also was Dr.
Muener. Besides, it was well known that Dr.
Mueller did not save anything out of his salary.
He spent every penny he received in furtherance
of the I!cience he had at heart, and left nothing
for himself. If it were desired that Dr. Mueller
should be only the head gardener, then reduce
his salary at once; but if he were to be what he
had been, and still was, b}' all means continue
his salary at £600 a year. (Hear, hear.) This
was a young country, and its flora had not 10n2:
been under examination and classification. In
that work Dr. Mueller was actively and continually employed, and his researches would take
him to all parts of the colony, and involved, besirles, great trouble and considera.ble outlay. It
was not meant that he should be always in the
gardens (hear, hear), but they wanted him to
be all about the coloDY, enga!!ed in the collection
and classification of its plants, and bringing home new specimens. If a head gardener had been all that was wanted. there would
have been no necessity for a scientific man and a
large salary. Except, perhaps, the meteoroloJtlcal department, tha.t of the Government
botanist was the most important, and must be
properly maintained. If they consented to the
proposed reduction, they would simply impair
Dr. Mueller's efficiency by £100 a year, and thus
do the reverse of good service to the colony.
The motion and amendment were then put,
when the latter was carried, on a division, by 20
to 13.

rAYES.

Mr. Amsillck
- Brodie
- Carr
- C.rpent.er
- Cba.pman
- Don~d
-

Grooves

IIr RedIey
-

Hood

- Hnward
- Johnann
- Johnston
-

JOD88

-

Ly.ll

Dr. Macadam

Hr. Pyke
-

8nodgrass

-

Wood.

- 8teohen
-Wllkie

NOES.

IIr. Rennett
- Brooke
- P'oott

Mr. Humtfray
Mr. Smith, J. T.
- King
Dr. "homson
- Levi
Mr. Verdon.
- Grant
- Lo&der
- Her.les
- M'Lelllln
Mr JONES said, he would move an amendment in reference to the proposed reduction in
the salary of the asRistant and clerk. The proposal was to reduce the salary from £300 a-year
to £200, and his amendment would be that the
salary stand at £::roo. He objected in. some
measure to the principle upon which these
reductions were made. He had asked the
hon. the (Jommissioner of Lands and Survey as to what was the principle which
guided him in these reductionR, and had been
answered, H Capacity, efficiency, and len~h of
service." He had also a8ked the Chief Secretary
at! to the principle by which he was guided, and
that gentleman's answer was" Upon the principle
of putting a fair lalue upon the work done."
Now, it seemed to him that in propO!.ing to re·
duce the salary of the assistant and clerk from
£:300 to £200, the GovernmE'nt were hardly
carrying out thelle principles. The assista.nt and
clerk was entitled on all these grounc!s to
the increased salary.
He was able and efficient, and he could a11'0 claim for length of
service, he had also very onerous duties to per-
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form, and when Dr. Mueller was away upon any
expedition he was called upon to fill that gentleman's place for the time. In such a case as that
he thought reduction would be unfair; and, besides, the reduction proposed was greater in this
case than in any of the other items. The reduction proposed was too I!reat, and therefore he
would propose that an increase to £300Jbe agreed

to.
Mr. WILKIE would support the amendment.
He desired to keep down the Estimates as much
as possible, but he did not think that the prf'sent
waR a proper case for reductiou. The assistant
and clerk had very arduous duties to perform.
He was, in fact, seC'ond in command at the gardens, and w!"ten Dr. Mueller was absent he had
to act as Government botanist in his stead. He
did not see, therefore, how his fla1ary could be
reduced, consistently, when they had just voted
an increase to Dr. Mueller; and, besides, if reduced at all, it ought to have been reduced gradu·
ally, not at once, as now proposed. For his pllrt,
he would rather have seen him dismissed with
six months' salary, and the office abolished
altogether, than trea.ted in this mannar. It
might be said that if this increase were
agreed to, it would be an excuse for a proposed increase in the next (hear, hear). but he
did not think so. There was a great difference
between the assistant and clerk with £200 a year
and no quarters, and the Curator with the same
salary and quarters in addition. (Hear, hear.)
He trusted members would not agree to the reduoti:lD.
Dr. MACttDAM fwould support the amendment. The assistant. and clerk had been of
great service to the colony as a botanist, and had
been at considerable expense in travelling
and otherwise. He was, besides, the only person who could decipher Dr. Mueller'lt manuscript (H Hear, hear," and laughter), which
was written in Latin. In a.Jdition, also, to his
more onerous duties. he acted as clerk and bookkeeper, and in that way had much work
to do.
He alllo classified plants, and was,
in fact, an efficient assistant to Dr. Mueller.
He considered the sum of £300 a year was exceedin~ly small when compared with the salaries
which were paid to some clerks in the Government service.
Mr. HEALES said that just now it was stated
that the only man in the world capable of taking
charge of the gardens was Dr. Mueller , but now
it appeared that. the assistant was another. After
Dr. Mueller was disposed of, all the sympathies
of the committee were enlisted for his assistant,
but the curator, who perhaps. had no friends in
the committee, would be left quietly alone. As
regarded the remarks of the hon. member for
Evelyn, he would say that the reason for reducing the item was, t.Dat £200 was considered
sufficient. There had been many good arguments
used in Dr. Muener's case, but it was not necessarv to have two Dr. Muellers (" Yes"), as he
believed one leadlDg head was sufficient. It had
been Raid that the gentleman in question would
be able to supply the place of Dr. MueIJer in the
event of anything happeninl! to him; but he
(Mr. Heales) was not prepared to say that the
gentleman alluded to would succeed him, even if
there was a. vac-ancy.
Mr. J. T. S)l1T if sug~ested that the Govern-
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ment should show some liberal consideration to
the depa.rtment under discussion, and should
consent to reinstate all the items as they were
last year. He certainly did regret that, whilst
Dr. Mueller lad heen praised so highly-and he
deserved it-nothing had been said of the poor
old man who acted as curator, and who had been
connected with the gardens for years. It was hIS
intention, for the sake of consistency, to VOle
that the sums be increased to what they were
last year. (Hear,hear.)
Mr. STEt>HEN trusted the Government would
treat the vote as an exceptional one.
Mr. HOWA&D would ask whether a man
could live on £200 a year? (It Yes," from Mr.
Heales). The hone member might do so theoretically, but he (Mr. Howard) could not. Looking at the taxidermist, he found no reduction
WII.8 made in that gentleman's salary. (" Yes.")
At any rate, not in proportion to the reduction in
the vote now under consideration.
Mr. CHAPMAN supported the ameBdmen~
Mr. WILKIE referred toO the diilcrepancy between the salaries in this deparl.ment and the
geological dellartment.
Mr. HUM.h'FRAY said that if the hone member made inquiries he would find that the duties
in the one case were far more onerous than in the
other.
Mr. LOADER wished to know whether the
hone member for Polwarth meant to take a sum
of money from the lZeologisli and add it to the
present vote (It No,") because he would remind
the committee that if they went on as they
were doing at present, increasing 1he votes, the
revenue would not meet the expenditure.
Mr. HOOD said that if that was the on]yobjection the hone member had to increasing the
vote he would refer him to three pages farther on
in the E8titna~s-the Attorney-General's department-where considerably more tha.n £300 could
be saved. (Hear, hear.)
Mr. STEPHEN leminded the Commissioner of
Trade and Customs that last session, when moving for a SUm of £35,000 for the gold-fields, he
was asked the ~uestion, "where is the money
to come from?' He then said that was for the
Government to decide. (Hear, hear.)
The amendment was then agreed to.
Mr. J. T. SMITH proposed that £100 should
ba added On to the vote for the curator, as that
officer was most useful, and was the oldest servant connected with the gardens.
Mr. WILKIE seconded the amendment;
which waa a.greed to without opposition.
Dr. MACADAM would suggest to the Chief
Secretary that some inquiries should be made
concerning the duties of the curator, as he had
been informed that that officer was not allowed
to perform the services of curator. He might
state that on one occasion the curator was employed to make paper bags for seed, and on
another to clean green gum trees from insects,
work which could be done by an ordinary
labourer.
The vote, as amended, was then carried.
MUSEUM.

Mr. VERDON moved that the sum of o£865
be voted, as follows :-Director of museumsalary &s palreontologist; taxidermist, .£250;

model maker, £.275; mechanical draughtsman,
£250 ; keeper of museum, £90.
Mr. CARPENTER drew attention to the fact,
that unless some provision was made by which
visitors could become acquainted with the nature
of the various models of machinery, such models
were entirely useless. In England it was the
practice to have lecturers to explain the object of
every machine, but here a visitor went to the
museum, and came away again perfectly ignorant
of the uses of the machinery of which there
were models.
Mr. VERDON quite agreed with what had
fallen from the hone member, and it was because
he was impressed with the importance of the
matter that he, last session, moved for a sum of
£500 to be voted to Professor M'Coy, to enable
him to publish a ca.talogue of all the machinery in
the Museum. He was not aware whether that
had yet been done. At present miners wandered
about the rooms, not knowing where to find any
particular machine. He thought, unless the
country at some future time, extended the accommodation at the Museum, the models would be
useless, for at present they were placed on the
tops of cases of stuffed birds, so that, if there
were catalogues, they would be useless till there
was more room.
Mr. HEDLEY considered Mr. Carpenter's
sugl(estion a. most important one. A school of
mines, where persons could be properly trained
aed instructed in the art of mining, would be a
self-supporting institution, and not only tend to
develope the auriferous interest, but would also
open up an employment for the boys of the
colony. (Hear, hear.) The museum at the
University was of the class that should be attached to a minin~ 8chool, where the use of eaoh
machine could be explained by properly-qualified
professors. He believed no subject of more
practical importance than this could be brought
before the Legislature, and he commended it to
the consideration of the Government.1
Mr. HUMFFRAY, while hoping that a school
of mines would ultimately be established, and
that better use would in future be made of the
models and drawings at the University, trusted
that the vote would be allowed to pass unaltered.
The vote was then agreed to.
THE AUDIT OFFICE.

Mr. VERDON proposed that the following vote
be granted for salaries and wages in this department :-Secretary, £550; three clerks at £400.
£1,200; four clerks at £350, £1,400; clerk,
£300; two clerks at £225, £450; five clerks at
£185, £925; clerk, £150; messenger and housekeeper, £100; messenger, £50; total, £5,125.
Mr. AMSINCK asked for an explanation as to
the increase in the number of clerks which had
been made in this department.
Mr. VERDON said it had been impossible to
execute the work of the office without an increase
in the staff. Certain important and voluminous
reports, which ought to have been furnished to
the House some months before they were furnished, were kept back, owing to the small
amount of clerical assistance which the audit
commissioners found at their disposal The WOJ k
done here was twice or thrice as great as that
performed in the audit offioe at Sydney, and yet
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there was very 1ittle difference in the number of
clerks employed.
Mr. HOOD thought the comparison should
have been instituted, not with New South Wales,
but with South Australta, where the work of the
audit office was done by a man and a boy. He
compllLmed that the salary of the secretary of the
deplLrtment had been reduced 22 per cent., while
those OJ the clerks immedial ely below him had
only been reduced 10 per cent.
Mr. AMdINCK asked why arrangements could
not be made for each department distinctly and
correctly keeping its own accounts, so that the
auditors would only have to check them in the
usual way?
Mr. VERDON said ever since he had held the
office of Treasurer, he had endeavoured to make
the management of the accounts and the keeping of the books as much a matter of departmental responsibility as possible. In fact. hll had
always held that it was not the duty of the Treasury to keep the detailed accounts of all the
various depart.ments- ar arrangement thls which
led to the evading of a large amount of
responbibilil y which ou"ht to rest on individual departments. The railway department,
for instance, seemed to trust to the Treasury for hepin!! the proper accounts of that
department in detail, yet the Treasury were not
supposed to know anJ thing about the matter.
The consequence was, that the aCC(i(lnts were not
kept at all. (Hear, hear.) He had been in communication with the audit commissioners, with a
VIew to Illodifying to some extent the system of
authorIties created by the Audit Act. At present
the work tiltHed through the Treasury, whereas
it might be conduct{;d wholly by the department
to which it belonged, wi,h advantage to the department, and saving to the audit. commis·
sioners. (Ht'ar, hear.)
Mr. BEN~ETT movf'd that the salary of the
secretary be lDcreasf'd £50.
Mr. HEALES objected to the amendment,
becaulle he ht'ld that the secretary to the Auditoffice should not have a larger b<llary than the
first clerk in the Chief Secretary's Department.
The amendment was negatived, and the vote
was then agreed to.
THE ABORIGINES.
Mr. VERDON next. moved the following vote
for this service :- Guardian, £450; two school
teach~rs (one at the Loddt,n Station. at .£150;
and one at the Little River Station, at £100),
.£250; teacher and matron at the Acheron
Station, .£200; totll.l, £000.
Mr. L. L. SMITH asked for an explanation of
the increase which had been made in t.he Dumber
of teacher~.
Mr. VERDON said, last year, when the items
were under consideration, it was thought only
just that the mtert'sts of the aborigines should be
considered more than they had been, and a
board was accordingly appomted for the protectlon of the aboridnes. It was in consequence of
the representations of that board, that incr:eased
facilities should be giV'en for the inlitruction of
the aborigines, that the addition to the staff of
teachers was proposed.
Mr. HEALES explained that the duty of the
jrnardian was to act ICeneraJly under the board
for thtl prot~ction of !.he aborigines. He could
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attend'courts of justice on their behalf, and he
viNited the various stations where food and raiment were supplied to the aborigines by the
honorary corre8pondents of the Central Boa.rd.
With regard to the school t,(-achers, one was
placed at the Loddon, where there was a station,
of which he was the superintendent., and where
he taught the aborhjnes a little alo',riculture.
Mr. J. T. SMITH supporied t.he vote. Indeed,
he should be glad to see thousands instead of hundreds 9.pprolJriated to such Il purpolle.
After a IItatement from Mr. SNODGRASS, who
could not be heard in the ga.llery,
Mr. HEALES observed tt..at the board contemplated the est~blishment of a. school for the education of half-caste children, taking them from
their tribe, and making them useful &8 far as possible. The board believed that if any permanent
good was to be done for the aborigines, it mu:"t
be done a.mong the youth of the race. With
rega.rd to the adult popula.tion, all t.ha.t they
could expect to do was to allevla.te their 8ufferings.
by providing a certain amount of food and rough
clothing. ( Bear, hear.) He regretted to !Say,
however, that the small sum placed on the Estimates was not flufficient to enable the board to
commence the school project. To carry out that
scheme, it would be necellsary to enlarge the vote
by some, hing like £5,000.
Mr. J. T. SMITH proposed that the vote be
increa.!.'cd by £4,100, making a total of £5,000.
After a. Ilhort conference WIth the hon. the
Chief Secretary,
Mr. J. T. l:LlllTH said it appeared to be the
opinion of the hon. the Chief Secretary that the
proposed increase could be best propOt;ed when
the item of "contingencies" was considen:d. He
would withdraw his amendment.
Mr. SNODGRASS opposed the idea of a.
school, for he was perfectly convinced that the
natives would neVH conscut to give up their
childrpn for any educational purpolles. He was
himself a cornsponding nlt~mber of the Board
for the Protection of the Aborigines, and yet hIS
opinion on the malt'ilr had never bttln asked for.
He thought. the advice of everyone acquainted
with the subject should be obtained before anything wa!l done.
Mr. HEDLEY ha.d seen a good many !lcbemes
tried, but was sausfied that had the syrsteru of
endowing splccial institutions with grants of land
been persevered in every object would have
been obtained. In Gipps Land it had been pro·
posed to set aside 6,000 acres for this purpot.<e,
but it had been found impossible to get a conVtyance of the land. Had that bt!en ~iven, an
income of £1,000 a year would have been coming
in at the prellent momtnt.
Dr. THOMSON knew that the money spent
on IIChools for the aborigines would be perfect.ly
thrown away unleBB they were isolated. He did
not speak without experience in this matter, for
he had known aborigmal children kept at school
for nine yeal'R, and taught to read and write,
but after a certain lime others of the tribe came
and tempted them away. He saw some of them
still oCC3!!ionally, and they were as wild as any
others of their tribe. Permanent good could
only be expected from schools which were perfectly iflolated, so that others of the tribe could
not emice the children away.
The It.em WlWl th\:u agretld LOa

APR.

24, 1861. J

S.lWOND PARLIaMENT.

DEPARTMENTA.L CONTINGENCIES.

-

Mr. VERDON moved the appropriation of
£1,475, for' he incIdental expenses connected
with the Legislative Assembly.
The vote WaA agreed to without comment.
Mr. VERDO:8 moved for the appropriation of
£3,150, for the contingent expenses of the Parliamentary Iibra.ry.
Mr. Al1SINCK believed that a large sum
would be required for lighting and fuel for the
new library. He fhould, on that account, move
for an increalle of £900.
Mr. HEALES informed the hon. member that
the expenses set down had been estima.ted by the
dep..rtment i~self, so that the Government were
not answerable for omissions. If an a.dditional
amount were required by the department, it
should be brought doW';} to the lloutle in the shape
of an additional estimate.
The amendment was then negatived, and the
original motion agreed to.
The following items were then a~reed to without discu~sion :-£100 for mcidental Expenses in
the refreshment department; £440 for additional
clerical al'sistance, fu~l, light, water, and incidental expen!les in the Chief Secret.ary's office; and
£11,400 for contin~ent exptmses in the regilltrargeneral's office.
POlleE.

Mr. VERDON moved that £37,950 be appropriated to the general police department, for con·
tingencies.
Mr. SNODGRASS reminded the Government
of its promise that the officers and men doing
escort duty I>hould have an additional allowance,
in consideration of their extra expenses.
Mr. IlEALES had con!lidered the matter, Rnd
believed sufficient provision had already been
made for the officers. He h:::-d also Captain
Standu.h's authority for saying that that gentlellian was satisfied that the sum prOVided was
sufficient. As regarded the men, he would say
that they were at no ex!ra expense when on duty,
for the practice was to stop at a police· station
every night, so that the men were in the Rame
position as those on stationary duty. Under
these circumstances, he thought that IJ.O alteration
was nece.'lilary.
Mr. SNODGRASS, of his own knowledge, was
aware that the men thought themselves hardly
treated, and that wany of them had resigned ID
cOIl~equence.

Mr. HEALES said that the chief commissioner
had told him that the former practice had been
to shift the men from domg escort duty every six
months, so as to equabze the labour. Instead,
however, of escort duty being objected to,
the men obj(octed to being removed from
it, and the rule therefore became obsolere.
Before sitting down he thought it his duty to inform the House on one suhject. The votes for
the Police Department had been the result of
considerable dlllcu8sion, and he had taken occasion immediate'yafter they had passed to explain
to Captain Standillh the general feeling that
seemed to pervade the debate. He then suggested
to that gpntIema.n that if he (Captain Standillh)
could 8ul/gest any further reduction, keeping in
view a due regard to the efficiency of the force,
the GOvtlnmWlt would be glad La carry them into

effect-the respoIUJibility of keeping up the dBciency of the force Ietlting, at the lIaffie time,
Ilpon him. (Capta~~ Standish), aR its c~ief offiCt<r.
Upon thy, condItl~n~ CaptaI!l Standlsh replied
that, actmg on thIS instructIOn, he believed he
could make a further reduction, and that the reason
he had not offered to make it before was that he
had found the force in a certain condition
an? ~ad, therefore, felt some delicacy in altering
eXIStmg arrangements. He ( Mr. Heales) was
not in a position to state the exact amount of
these reductions, but the chief commissioner
had informed him that, in round numbers they
would at that time amount to £15 000 the efficiency of the force ~ing at the Jja~e time carefully kept in view.
Mr. SNODGRASS thought it odd for the head
of a department to come forward in tbis way
after the advice of a subordinate had been taken:
The country was sure to suffer if this practice
were to e:o cn, and it were to be seen that tenure
of office depended on the extent to which each
officer could carry out reductions. (Hear, bear.)
The House was the only proper tribunal to judge
of what was required for police purposes; and he
trusted the fact ,hat the lIouse waR not in
favour of further reductions would reach Captain
Staudisb.
Mr. HEALES reminded the hon. member that
it was a condirion of the reduction that a due
regard to the efficiency of the force should be
maintained. It waR scarcely exp~cted that Pa.rliament should inform itself of the conditIon of
every station m the country; and he had known
of localities containing not more than 50 inhabitants each where a police offitE'r, receiving £400 a
year, and four ~en w~re statIOned. !t was only
necessary to pomt thl~ out to Captam Standillh
for that gentleman to say that he saw such a
force was not necessary. This was the nature of
the reductions )'low beillg made.
Mr. HEDLEY asked if police clothing were
cheaper now than it was some time ago?
Mr. HEALES explained that the men now
found their own clothin/!, the Govt'rnment importing a particular kind of cloth, which the men
bought, and had made up for themselves.
Mr. J. T. SMITH said that c~es ",ere frequ~ntly b~fore him, in the City Police-court, in
WhICh speClal allowances were made to policemen
who had their clothes torn or injured.
The vote Wl\S then agreed to.
Mr. VE.R~ON moved that £500 be appropriated for mCldental experues for the ddectivepolice department.
Mr. L. L. S:mTH moved that the .£100 of this
amount Sft down for the .. af;~i~tance of Chinese
for detective purposes" be struck onto He be
lieved the effect of this vote was injurious
leading to perjury, and persecution of member~
of one ChinesQ tribe by those of another. He
instanced a case in point which had come before
the courts.
Mr. HUMFFRAY did not see how they could
avoid employing the Chine~e. It seemed to
him that they ~ere compelled to do so, since
they knew nothIng whatever of the Chinel!e language.
CONTIKGENCIES.

The f.ollowing votes were then agreed to, OD
the mot.ion ollhe Treasurer :-GaQl contingencies,
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£13,993; penal contingencies, £25,292; steam
sloop Victoria contingencies, £5,895.
DEPARTMENT

OF THB CHIEF
OFFICER.

MEDICAL

Mr. VERDON moved that the sum of 0£2,9~5
be granted for contingencies.
Mr. HOOD called attention to the whole of
the votes under this head. The whole I')f the
amount expended for provisions, clothing, and
bedding for the prisoners was £24,125 ; and now
they found that one-sixth of that sum went for
medical comforts and attendance alone. He
should like to ask whether the same items bore
the same proportiOns in other places? It was in
other places thought monstrous that one-eighth
of the whole expenditure should come under the
item of medical comforts and attendance; but
certainly the present was a still more glaring
case. It was, in short, monstrous, and ought to
be looked into. Perhaps the Chief Secretary
might be able to say something about the
matter.
Mr. HEALES said he understood that part of
the money went for the medical attendance of
priRoners at Geelong. He was not, however, at
present in a position to speak with authority on
the point.
Mr. HOOD said that all the prisoners in Geelonl!: Gaol were included under the item of
£2,000 already voted. He was quite aware that
persons were sometimes taken ill in country gaolB
and lockups, and that medical attendance required to be swnmoned to such cases, but all
these contingencies were provided for under the
item of £1,000, as voted a few nights ago. He
had spoken privately to a leading member of the
late Government, and asked an explanation of
the matter in hand. He had then been told that
the sum was voted for the expenses of country
gaols and the transport of prisoners.
Mr. SNODGRASS said the sum of £100 only
was required to be paid for the transport of prisoners, as they were brought down by the gold
escort parties, and yet it was said that part of the
£1,300 was devoted to that purpose. He thought
there was no difficulty in explaininl!: the item, as
it applied to every gaol and immigrant dep6t in
the country.
Mr. L. L. SMITH would move that a sum of
£50 be added to the salary of the chief medical
officer at Geelong.
Dr. MACADAM said the Rouse should be informed that the gentleman referred to by Mr.
Smlth had taken his work by contract.
Mr. L. L. SMITH .sa.id be had just informed
Dr. Macadam of that fact.
Mr. HOW ARD asked the Chief Secreta.ry to
explain why he had increased this item trom
£1 300 to £1,500.
Mr. J. T. SMITH understood that the increase was proposed because the sum of £1,3UO
was insufficient for the work to be done.
Mr. HOOD said he did not see how any portion of the sum applied to the examination of
immigrants, also in receipt of a salary from the
Government. With these facts before him, he
could not understand how, or in what way, the
sum under discussion. could apply to immigrants.
Mr. HOWARD said the brief explanation
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given by Mr. J. T. Smith was not at all satisfactory.
Mr. HEALES said there was one good reason
for the proposed increase in the fact, that so
greatly had the number of lunatics increased as
to involve a considerable additional amount of
labour and expenditure.
Mr. GREEVES wished to ask to whom and
for what duties the item of £100 to one member
of the Board of Health was paid?
Mr. HEALES did not know much of the
duties of the member of the boa.rd who received
that sum, but he might state that the gentleman
in question was Dr. ~oul, and he (Mr. Heales)
understood that he had extra duties to perform.
He had formerly obtained an explanation of the
item, with which he was perfectly satisfied at the
time, and, besides, the board considered it necessary that Dr. Youl should receive that sum.
Mr. GREEVES reminded Mr. Reales that Dr.
Youl was also visiting medical officer of the gaol,
and city coroner.
Mr. lIE ALES said Mr. Greeves, as a. member
of a former Government, ought to know the
proper course to adopt. Let him move that the
item be struck out.
Mr. GREEVEd.-I wish you to do so.
Mr. HEALES.-I am not prepared or inclined
to do so.
Mr. SNODGRASS moved that the Chairman
report progress.
This amendment was n~~atived.
The motion was then put and agreed to, wHhout a division.
LUNATIC ASYLUM CONTINGENCIES.

Mr. VERDON moved that the sum of £22,550
be voted under this head.
Dr. MACADAM said he considered the sum
set down for fees to official visitors too small, and
he would propose an addition of £120, makin"
the total amount £420, instead of £300, as at
present. The visiting officers had onerous duties
to perform, and were entitled to more than £75
a-year each. The addition he proposed would
give them £125.
Mr. GREEVES wished to have some information with regard to the item of £200 for forage
and horses.
Mr. HOW ARD said last year that item was
put down at .£150 only. As it was known that
horseflesh W&8 cheaper now, and the expense of
keeping horses less, he saw no reason for the
increase.
Mr. PYKE was sorry his hon. colleague had
not moved for a gre&ter increase to the fees for
official visitors.
Mr. HEALES, in reference to Mr. Greeves's
question, said he was not in a position to give
any information, bu\ he would not oppose the
sum being reduced. He might say that the Government would take care the money would not
be squandered. As regarJed the official visitors,
he believed the board was composed of five gentlemen. Three guineas was the sum fixed for
each visit, the other members of the board being
paid their incidental expenses. He thought the
sum proposed was sufficient.
Mr. MOLLISON said that, as a select committee had been nominated lately to inquire
into the management of the asylum, it would be
better to reserve the motion until the report of
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that committee was brought up. He would.
therefore, ask the hon. member for Castlemaine
to withdraw his amendment.
After some discussion 08 the increased item
for provisions, in which Mr. HEA-LES sta.ted
that the increase was mainly occasioned by the
increased numher of patients in the Yarra
Bend.
Mr. VERDON reminded hon. members that a
report was brought up by a committee last 8essionl
in which it was recommended that there should
be an increase in the qua.lity and quantity of food
issued. A supplementary vote was carried for
the purpose, and for the same reason the original
vote was increased.
Dr. MAOADAM said that all he wished was.
that the fee for each visit should be increased. as
he could assure the committee that nothing
was more irksome tha.n goinll through the routine
which was necessary. He thought that the sum
of four guineas a visit was not too much.
After some further discu8sion, the amendment
was put and negatived. and the vote was then
agreed to.
MISCELLANEOUS VOTES.
The following votes were then agreed to, on the
motion of Mr. VERDON :-Public Library,
£4,260; shorthand· writer, £670; magnetic survey, £610; Botanic and Zoological Gardens,
£2,190; National Museum, £2,500; Audit-office,
£830.
Mr. CARPENTER moved that the Chairman
report progress.
The motion was put and agreed to.

The House resumed, the CHAIRIIU.N reported
progress, and obtained leave to sit again on Friday next.
WATER SUPPLY.
The order of the day for the report of the resolutions passed in committee on water supply
being brought uP.
Mr. HUMFFRAY moved that the first resolution-that the Norks be reproductive-be struck
out.
Mr. LALOR said he believed that resolution
had been amended.
Mr. HUMFFRAY sa.id that, when the resolutions were first before the House, No. 1 was
struck out by consent. (H No.")
Mr. GREEVES pointed out that some alteration would be required in the wording of the resolutions. as, at present, the Government would
have the power of issuing an unlimited number
of treasury notes.
Mr. LALOR said he believed it was the inten
tion of the hon. member who introduced the resolutions to ask the Government if they intended
to introduce a bilL
Mr. G RANT said the hone member had never
said a word about bringing in a bill. He only
asked that the resolutions might be reported
without discussion.
The resolutions were then read a second time.
and adopted.
The remaining business on the paper was postponed, and the HOUl~e adjourned at half· past 11
o'clock, until 4 o'clock on the following day.

FIFTY-EIGHTH DAY-THURSDAY, APRIL 25, 1861.
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.
The ACTING- PRESIDENT took the chair at 20
minutes past. 4 o'clock, and read the usual
prayer.
PAYMENT OF MEMBERS BILL.
The ACTING·PRESIDENT announced the receipt of a message from the LegislativeASI'Iembly,
traDllmitting a bill entitled .• An Act to Provide
for the Compensation of Members of the Legisla·
tive Assembly" -(Cries of .. Oh," and laughter)and requesting the concurrence of the Legi.8lative
Councll therein. (Renewed laughter.)
THE MINT QUESTION.
The ACTING·PRESIDENT announced the receipt of a 8econd message, transmitting a copy of
the address to the Queen. adopted by the Legislative Assembly, praying Her Majesty to permit a
branch of the Royal Mint to be established in
Victoria, and requesting the Legislative Council
to concur in the prayer of the memorial.
PLEURO·PNEUMONIA BILL.
There was a third message from the Legislative Assembly, intimating the concurrence of
that body in the amendments made by the Legislative Council.
The ACTING· PRESIDENT announced that
His Excellency the Governor had intimated his
intention of visiting the House on Tuesday, for
the purpose of giving his assent to this bill.

PAPERS.
Mr. FRASER laid on the table a copy of the
proclamation of St. Kilda as a town, and of the
proclamation of a town common for that place ;
copies of the regulations for the introduction of
immigrants to Victoria; harbour returns and
correspondence; a return to an order of ~he
Legislative Council of the 12th of March (on
the motion of Mr. Cole); gold· fields statistics for
1860 ; and the first report of the Exhibition Commissioners.
THE LAW O:r REAL PROPERTY.
Mr. ROLFE gave notice that. on the next
day of meeting, he should ask the hone member
representing the Government, whether the Government intended to lDtroduce this session a
similar measure to Torrens' Real Property Act.
now in operation in South Australia?
THE GOVERNMENT AND THE CHIEF ENGINEER
OFFICER.

Mr. HULL intimated that, Ofi the next nay of
meeting, he should move that the correspondence
between the Government and the chief engineer
officer, laid on the table last week, be printed.
GOVERNMENT BUSINESS.
Mr. FRABER moved, without notice, that the
whole of the business which lapsed on the pre-
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vlOU!l day be restored to the paper for the next indifference what became of the other branch of
sitting.
1-he Legislature. (Hear, hear.) Against this,
however. he loudly protested. (Hear, hear.)
This was agreed to without comment.
Mr. FAWKNER seconded the motion. He
THE GOVERNMENT AND THE HOUSE.
objected to tinkering with the Constitution, first
in
one place and then another-stopping one hole
Mr. BENNETT then moved" That, in consequence of the a.bsence of any only to make two. (Laughter.) But the HousA
member representing the Gov~rnment, this had the power of compelling the Mimstry to do
them justice. They could stop the machine.
House do now adjourn till Tuesday next."
And, experienced as he was in the affa.irs of the
He had altered the time for the re-a.'Isembling of colony, he was willing to take his share of the
the House from that day week to Tuesda.y, rillk of stopping the machinery of Government
be!}ause the Acting-President had intimated until they orttained not only their righrs, but the
that the Governor would come down to the ri~hts of the people whom they represented.
House on that day to assent to the Pleuro- ( Llear, hear.) It became them to teach the
pneumonia Bill, and because he had no desire present Governruent-the men-he could not call
to interfere with the passage of any measures them gentlemen; their own supporters could not
that were actually pressing. But he wished do that.
the House to show that It would not be treated
The ACl'ING-PRESIDENT said he must call
with the indignity with which he considered the hon. m<:>mber to order. (Hear, hear.)
it had been treated; and, notwithstanding the
Mr. FA WKNER observed that he would call
opinions which had been given forth to the public the present Ministry gentlemen, but whether that
through various channels since la!tt he enunciated would make them 60 he would leave the public at
that principle, he repeated it with the utmost large to determine. (Laughter, and cries of
confidence. It had been twice solemnly enun- "Order.") Why, they had not treated that House
ciated by the House that it was absolutely neces- with the respect that one man of business would
II80ry that there should be there a member repre- pay to another. (Hear, hear.) Questions resenting the Government, and, more, that he quiring information were frequently put upon the
should be a responsible Minister of the Crown. paper, but no answers could be o\)tained, simply
On the 27th of May, 1857, the House resolved, beca.use the Government had no one to represenL
on the motion of Mr. Miller-u That this Council them. This was a studied insult to the House.
cannot have confidence in any Government that (Hear, hear.) When any member of the other
is not represented by one or more responsible branch of the Legislature sought for information
Minister or Ministers in this branch of the it was supplied immediately. (Hear, hear.)
Legislature." And the other day, when he (Mr.
Mr. F RASER said it was not his intention to
Bennett) moved that the Acting- President should oppose the motion. On a former occasion he
be.requested to communicate with reference to the stated tha.t he did not represent the Government.
appointment of a Minister to represent the He could repeat the statement now. At the same
Government in that HouEle, he did it upon time he was anxious to the utmost of hiij ability
the distinct enunciation that it was abso- to carry out his promise to Mr. A'Beckett; but
lutely expedient, for the proper conduct of if the House thought he ought not to carry
public business, that there should be a re- out that promise, he should bow to its decision.
sponsiole Minister in that branch of the LegisMr. FELLOWS thought the motion in its pre·
lature. ~otwithsta.nding this expression of Bent shape went further than was necessary for
opinion, their resolutions had been treated with the object in view. It was, in fact, a condemna~
silent contempt. They were told distinctly that tion of the vote alrea.sly agreed to, by which lea.ve
the Government declined to a.ppoint any member of absence was granted to Mr. A'Beckett (" No,"
to represent them in that House during- the from Mr. Bennett), because it was well known,
temporary absence of Mr. A·Beckett. (Hear, at that time, that there was no oth~r hon.
hear.) He did not overlook the fact that an hon. member representing the Government; and he
member had kindly undertaken to represent the did not know that the House was in a position
hon. member who represented the Government at the present time to call upon the Govemment
(80 laugh), but that was not what the House to add another member to the Cabinet. He
wanted, They wanted to be treated with the admitted the evil, but he thought an unnecessary
same respect as the other House. (Hear, hear.) amount of senllibility had been shown on the
Wha.t would be said by the Legislative Aflsembly question from time to time; and he would move
if all the memhers of the Government suddenly an amendment, to the effect that no Government
went off to Sydney and left no one to repre- busines8 should be proceeded with during the
sent them in that House? The Le~slative As- a.bsen.::e of the hon. member representing the
sembly would consider a great slight had been Government. To do otherwi!le than thlB was to
passed upon tllem. (Hear. hear.) The House admit that they were utterly incompetent to
must insist. upon having a. responsible Minister, transact any bU.!liness in the abRence of the hon.
and, if this could not be secured in any other way, member representing the Government (C1;es of
it must be done by an a.mendment of the Consti- " No"), which he WIlo'J not prepA.red to concede,
tution. He was not at all desirous of touching and would really make more of the matter than
the Constitution, but in this case it became abso- it deserved_
Mr. RO LFE r;:eoonded the amendment.
lately necessary. The Assembly was the branch of
Mr. MIrCHELL was afraid the amendment
the Legislature which the Government considered
all· important. There a.ll the MinisteJ;s were con- would not be the means of placing t.he House in
gregated, there the battle was fought, there the the position which both he and llr. Fellows deimportall.t questiODIt were intToduced, and it sired it should occupy. He con8idered the fact
8Iel'8ed to the Government a matter of perfect of their having no one on the part of the Govern·
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ment to supply the information which hone
members were constantly seeking was 80 humilia.~ing that he must support the original motion.
Mr. HULL ca.1led attention to the fact that
two most important questioDs to any man who
ha.d .he honour and safety of the colony at heart
remained on hand, when the1 could have been
a.nswered in 24 hoUl'8. Agam, on the 22nd of
January he moved a resolution to the effect
that there should be IJOme satisfactory reason
given by the Government why the guns and ammunition ordered on the recommendation of the
Defence Commission in 1859 had not been received ; and on or about the 4th of March Mr.
A'Beckett informed the House tha~ Captain
Olarke had given up his commission, in order
that he might devote himself entirely to his
mission for the colony. This stat('ment, however, was incorrect, because Captain Clarke's
name was in the .4rmy List for February, and
he had the command of a depot at home. This
mode of supplying information he attributed to
the want of a responsible .~inister in the House.
Mr. CO LE supported the motion.
The amendment was put, and negatived; and
the motion for adjournment to Tuesday next was
then agreed to.
The House rose at 6 minutes to 5 o'clock.

•
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.
The SPEAKER took the chair at 30 minutes
past 4 o'clock.
REPORT.
Mr. PYKE brought up the report of the joint
committee upon the Parliament buildings.
The same was ordered to lie on the table.
PETITION.
Mr. A~ERSON, in the absence of Mr. Service,
presented a petition from the Chairman of the
Ballarat District Road Board, in favour of t.he
District Councils Bill.
The petition was ordered to lie on the table.
COMMONAGE AT MOUNTAIN CREEK AND
REDBANK.
Mr. O'HEA, pursuant to notice, asked the
Commissioner of Crown Lands and Survey
whether any application had reached his office
from Mountain Creek and Redbank for the
proclamation of a gold-fields oommon there?
W.. i~ intended by the Government to have a
gold-fields common proclaimed tbere; and, if so,
when? If it was so intended to proclaim a goldfields common there, what was to be its area or
extent?
Mr. BROOKE, in reply, said that 18,400 a:)l'es
had been recommended as a commonage at Redbank. Secondly, tbat the boundaries of the
commonage at Mountain Creek had not been
arranged, as it was expected tbat some corr6llpondmce would be received from the mining
hoar~ th~re in reference to the best site. Thirdly,
the d18trict surveyor had been inllt.ructed to report
what land should be proclaimed as commonage at
Mountain Creek.

CUSTOMS SEIZURE.
Mr. LEVY, seeing that the Commissioner of
Customs was not in his place, postponed until the
following day his question relative to the seizure
af a. quantity of spirits, which were represeuted to
be kerosene oil.
BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE.
Mr. AMBINCK, without notice, wished to
draw the attention of the Chief Secretary to the
large quantity of business on the notice-paper.
Seeing T he number of notices of motion and
private bills on the paper, he thought it would be
better to suspend the sessional order, so that the
House might sit on Mondays in the morning, and
thus get rid of some of the business. Such 8.
course was by no means uncommon at home, and,
therefore, he threw out the suggestion.
Mr. HEALES said that, as far as the Government were concerned, they would be willing to
suit the convenience of the House; but he apprehended that the arrangement proposed would
exclude many hon. members from attending.
After a few remarks from Mr. EMBLING and
Mr. GREEVES, the matter dropped.
BUSINESS LICENCES.
Mr. WOODS gave notice, that on the following
day he would ask whether, pending the passing
of the Gold-fields Bill, the Government had any
obj ..ctlon to mitigate the persecution now going
on by the police of persons who have not taken
out buslDess Jicences on the gold-fields.
COMMONAGE AT SALE.
Mr. JOHNSON gave notice that, on Tuesday, he would ask the Commissioner of Lands
and Survey upon whose affidavit the town commonage at Sale was granted.
YARRA. BEND ASYLUM.
Mr. MOLLISON gave notice that, on Tuesday,
he would ask the Chief Secretary to bring down
the report of the chief medical officer on the
Yarra Bend Lunatic Asylum for 1860.
ROADS AND RESERVOIRS AT CARNGHAM.
Mr. LOCK gave notice that, on the following
day, he would ask the Commissioner of Mines
whether the Government intend to provide roads
and bridges in lieu of those destroyed by the
construction of reservoirs at Carngham and
Smythesdale respectively.
PLEURO·PNEUMONIA. COMMISSIONERS' FEES.
Mr. IIEALESjave notice that, on the following day, he woul move that the f('es to be paid
to the pleura-pneumonia commissioners be £3
3s. per diem, and £Is. Is. per diem for expenses,
for such days as they were on duty.
DISTRICT COUNCILS BILL.
The House went into committee for the further
consideration of this bill.
Clause 1, which referred to the repeal of certain
acts, was postponed.
On clause 2, which gave to the Goveroor power
to constitute districts,
Mr. SN 0 DG RASS asked whether the Governor
would hav~ power to alter boundaries! .
Mr. NEWTON.-¥es.
Mr. HOOD asked whether there was any
clause in the bill rendering it nooe8lJary for people
in a district to make applic"tion ?
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Mr. NEWTON said there was.
Mr. GREEVES proposed that the word U in"
Bhould be substituted, after the word "Governor," for the words. H by and with the consent
of," before" the Execut;ve Council."
The clause, as amended, was then agreed to.
On clause 3, which related to the number of
members of which each district council should be
composed,
Mr. GRANT said he thought it would be wise
for the gentleman who had charge of the bill to
explain the nature of the clause. First of all
came the question, of what number a council
should be composed; and then, whether the districts should be diV'ided into wards. It appeared
to him that the experience of the Melbourne and
Sydney Corporations had shown that the system
of having wards was not desirable; in fact, in
Sydner it was found so objectionable that. a
specia le~slative act was passed to prevent the
division of a district into wards. He believed in
Melbourne it wocld be a great improvement if
the mayor and aldermen were elected by the
citizens at lar~e. (Hear.) In many cities, an
inferior class of men were elected by small wards,
where they had great influence, and thus the
best class of citizens would not come forward to
fill positions they were naturally expected to
occupy.
Mr. NEWTON sa.id there "Was a clause in the
bill which gave powers to councils to constitute
wards; and he thought, if good reason could be
shown for hlloving wards, there could be no objection to them. He thought the clause should
stand as it was.
Mr. HENDERSON considered the question
raised by the Commissioner of Public Works
most importa.nt, as it was one on which there
was considerable difference of opinion. He was
inclined to think that the principle of dividing
districts into wa.rds was a sound one; as, if wards
were abolished, the next tbing woulrl be to dispense with districts and allow the members of
that House to be eiected by the people at large.
Be was not prepared to support the proposition
of the Commissioner of Public Works.
Mr. SNODGRASS expressed himself in favour
of the claURe.
Mr. HEDLEY thought the analogy argued
from the remarks of the Commissioner of Public
Works applied to district councils rather than
municipalities. Within his own experience he
knew of a case where six members, out of a
council of nine, represented one district, and
there was a constant struggle, therefore, which
part of a district should have most money f'pent
on it. It was with a view to prevent that, tha.t
he sugolested to the hon. member, the mover, the
insertion of the principle of wards into the bill.
Mr. BENNETT thought the argument of the
Commipsioner of Works would hold /lood now,
but hitherto the extent of the city of Melbourne
rendered it necessary that it should be divided
into wards, in order that the rate-payers in each
ward might have somebody to represent their
interests.
Mr. GREEVES was opposed to the introduction of the wot"ds "district council." He thought
that if that phrase were retamed, some confusion
and difficulty would arise. He was therefore of
opinion that the word ,. board" should be substituted for that of H council:'
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Mr. GRANr thought that if the hon. member
for East Geelong objected to the word employed
in the bill. his best course would be to propose
the repeal of the existing measure.
Mr. HENDERSON did not see that anv advantage would arise from altering the word.
There could be ~o objection, ~n his opinion, to
the word "councd," and he dId not see whl' it
should be changed into the word "board:' The
objection was frivolous.
Mr. BRODIE said that, as Mr. Grant had
pointed out, the best course for the member for
East Geelong to follow was to repea.l the existing
measure.
Mr. GREEVES did not ",ish to do that.
Mr. BRODIE said that. in that case, he did
not understand the force of the hon. member's
objection.
Mr. B ROO KE was of opinion that the adoption
of Mr. Greeves' suggestion would just have the
effect of defeatjn~ the object he had in view. The
substitution of the word" board" would assimilate
the new councils to those wbich already existed,
and hence confusion would anse, WhICh would be
avoided by the retention of the word I f council."
Mr. GRANT objected altogether to the distribution of the districts into wartis, and was of
opinion that the system would work badly, and
lead to abuse. Population Wi1.8 the base of all
true representation (H No, no," and "Hear,
hear"), and the result of dividing the districts
into wards, as proposed, would in many cases
hand over the representation from population to
wealth.
Mr. GREEVES disputed the validity of the
arguments of the Commissioner of Public Works
with regard to the evils which would follow the
adoption of the system of wards. He held quite
the opposite opinion.
Mr. BRODIE was of opinion that the Commissioner of Public Works had made use of a
very fllollacious argument. By referring to the
21st clause of the bill, he would find that the
Governor was only empowered to create wards on
the petition of a majority of the inhabitants of a
dilltrict, and that being the case, he (Mr. Brodie)
did not think there was much danger of several
wards falling into the hands of one wealthy man.
(Hear, hear.)
Mr. BENNETT was of opinion that the bill
would not at all remedy existing evils. With reference to the power given to the governor to
act upon the petition of a majority, he thought
that power would only lead to trouble and confusion. There would be ceaseless pet:tions and
counter· petitions from districts interested in the
creation of wards. There should be some better
and more definite provision made on that point
in the bill. He thought the word If ward," in
the lattel part of the clause, should also he struck
out.
Mr. M.'LELLAN would object to the word
H ward" being struck out, because he thought
p-ea.t advantage was derived from the system of
dividing districts into wards.
Mr. GREEVES would also support Mr.
M'LeIlan's opinion, that the word If ward" should
be left in; but he did so upon different grounds
from those advanced by that hone member.
Mr. CARPENTER would vote in favour of
the word "ward" being retained, because he
was in favour of districts being divided into
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wards. He thought hone members and the
Government were wro~ in raising so manyobjections &8 they were doing. If they went on in
this way, they would never get through the
bill.
Mr. GRANT said this bill was not to be
looked upon &8 a Government measure. The
Government objected to it from beginning to
end, and were about to introduce a bill of their
own on the same subject. The bill must be
looked upon entirely &8 a private member's
bUl.
Mr. NEWTON said he was rather surprised
to hear the sta.tement, that the Government obj.cted to the bill from beginning to end. The
Chief Secreta.ry himself had before said that he
was in favour of every principle in it.
Mr. HEALES said that the hone member for
South Bourke was in error in making that
statement. He had never stated that he apJ>roved of the bill. All that he said was, that, ID
the explanation of the provisions of the measure,
when leave was asked to introduce it, there were
certain truisms which were generally admitted.
But there was much in the bill before the committee with which the Government could not at
all agree.
Mr. VERDON said the objection which had
been raised by the Commissioner of Public
Works should not have been described as
frivolous, because it was an objection which was
frequently raised in the Road Board Conferences,
and it was as often decided that wards were objectionable. He objected to the bill entirely, and
chiefly becnuse it was not of so comprehensive a
nature as the case required. He had gone over
the clauses of the bill, and he could find only one
original clause in it. The other clauses had just
been taken from South Australian and other
bills, and strung together very loosely.
Mr. SNODGRASS said the feeling of the
country was, t.hat the bill should be passed.
Mr. HENDERSON thought it would be far
more debirable for the Government, when they
objected to the bill before the House, to introduce their own at the same time, and give the
House tile chance to compare the two. (Hear,
hear.) The Government said their bill was more
comprehensive in its character, and possibly that
was the case; but the House wanted to see it
before it acted on any opinion. For himself, he
was not prepared to oppose the present bill until
he saw the Government measure. There might be
a good many clauses in the Government bill which
could be introduced with good effect into the bill
before the House. (Mr. Newton. - " Hear,
hear.")
Mr. VERDON quite concurred in the sertiments expressed by the hone member. The GovernmenL bill was in course of preparation, 120
clauses being already printed, and it would be
submitted to the House as soon as it was
reat.dy. Thi9 delay was necessary, for of
course it would not have answered for the
Government to collect a lot of clauses from existing bills, and call them a District Councils Bill.
The Government had a.lready requested the hon.
member for South Bourke to keep his bill over
till the Government measure was ready, but he
had sneerinl!ly refused.
Mr. HENDERSON asked how BOon the Government bill would be ready?

Mr. VERDON could safely say it ,!ould be
ready to lay before the House in a fortmght.
Mr. SNODGRA8S thought the House had
better go on with the present bill, and ena-raft
the other upon it, if such a course were desirable.
Mr. VE,RDON was sure the Parliamentary
experience of the hone member for Dalhousie
would assure him of the uselessness of attempting
to amalgamate two bills in the way proposed.
Mr. NICHOLSON said that all this discussion
had been gone through when the bill was read a
second time.
Mr. MOLLISON hoped the hon. member for
South Bourke would consent to postpone his
bill.
Mr. NEWTON could not consent to a postponement.
Mr. BENNETT was about to move an amendment, but, as he believed a postponement would
be proposed, he would withdraw it till that question was settled.
Mr. HENDERSON then moved that the
Chairman report progress, and ask leave to sit
again that day fortnight.
Mr. NEWTON hoped the question of dividing
districts into wards would be settled first, as
nearly every hone member had addressed the
House on the subject.
The question was then put, and the House divided, with the following result :Ayes
20
Noes
~
Majority for the postponement ...

2

The following is the division-list :AYES.

Mr. Amsinck
- Brodie
- Carpenter
- Donald
- Hadlpy
- Hedley

Mr. Howard
Mr. Nicbolson
- JobnswD. J. - O'Bea.
- Johnson, J. S. - PI ke
- JODes
- Smith, J. T.

Mr. Bartonj

Mr. Heales

-

-

Macada.m
Mollison

-

Smith, L. L.
Wilkle

Henderson
NOES.

-

Bennett

-

Chapman

- Brooke

- Don
- Greev61

-

Humffray
King

-

LOI'.k

- Levi
- Loader

Mr. X'Le1lan

- Michie
- Snodgrass
- Stephen
- Woods, J.

The CHAIRMAN then reported progress, and
obtained leave to sit again that day fortnight.
BEER BILL.

The further consideration of this bill was postponed for a fortnight.
ADJOURNMENT.

Mr. HEDLEY moved the adjournment of the
House, on the ground of its being H mail night."
The question was put, and the House divided~
with the following result :Ayes
19
Noes
17
Majorityfor the adjournment

2

7515

THE VICTORIAN HANSARf'I.

[SESSlot;

The following is the division-list :Mr. Barton

- Bennett
-

Brook.e
Chapman
Don

-

Hadley

- Grant

Mr.
-

AYES.
Heales
Mr.
Henderson
HunUfray
Johnston,J.S. -

- Loader
- Macadam
- McLellan

Mollison

O'Hea
Smith, J. T.
Smith, L. L.
- Verdon
- Woods, J.

lIIr.
-

Am~lnck

Brodie
Carpenter
Donald
Greeves
Hedley

Mr.
-

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

Mr. Newton
-

Nicho!son
Pyke
Snodgrass
Steyhen
Wilkie

The House adjourned at 20 minutes past 6
o'clock till 4 p.m. the following day.

FIFTY-NINTH DAY-FRIDAY, APRIL
The SPEAKER took his seat at half-past 4
o'clock.
ROYAL ASSENT TO BILLS.
The SPEAKER announced that he had reHis
ceived a note from the private secreta.ry
Excellency the Governor, informing hlm of the
intention of His Excellency to attend at the
Legislative Council Chamber on Tuesday next, at
balf-past 4 o'clock, to give the Roya.! assent to
bills which had passed both Houses of the Legislature.
APPOINTMENT OF A POSTMASTER-GENERAL.
The SPEAKER announced that he had received a letter from Dr. Macadam, announcing
that be (Dr. Macadam) had accepted The office of
Postmaster-General in the present Ministry. The
Speaker further stated that he had, in consequence, issued a writ for ~he election of a membe"
for Castlemaine.
BESIGNATION.
The SPEAKER announced that h h d
M F· b
. e. a re. ed
celv a letter. from! .r. Ire. race, 10 WhICh that
gentleman resI!(ned hiS seat I~ that I~use.. He
(the Spe~er) had not as yet Issued hlB ,WrIt for
the election of a new membe! for the ~Vlmmera,
but would do so on the followmg mornmg.
FRIENDLY SOCIETIES.
Mr. HEALES presented a series of returns connected with friendly societies during. the year
1860.
ELBCTORAL ROLL OOLLECTORS.
Mr. CATHIE gave notice that he would, on
Tuesday next, ask the hone the Chief Secretary,
why the collectors of names for the electoral roll
in East, North, and West Melbourne had not yet
received tbeir pay, and to whom the delay was
to be attributed?
PJrrITIONS.
Mr. SERVICE presented a petition from the
inb&bitants of Warrnambool against state aid to
religi04.
.
Mr. LOCK presented a petition from the
licensed victurJleI8 of Smythesdale against the
Beer BilL
PRINTING COMMITl'EE.
Mr. M'LELLAN, on behalf of the Chairman of
the Printing Committee, brought up t.he Hili
repor~ of that body.
PHILIP ISLAND.
Mr. SNODGRASS asked the hon. the President. of the Boa.rd of Land and Works, whether,

NOES.
Howard
JobndOD, J.
King
Levi
Lock
Micbie

H.

~6,
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since the decision of that Rouse upon the "ale of
Philip Island, the Board of Land and Works had
issued a special order to the Treasury not to receive payment from the pastoral tenant, Mr.
M' Haffie, of the amount due by him for the
occupation of Philip Island, and the reMons why
this special order was issued? Also, whether Mr.
M'Raffie, through his agenti, Messrs. R. Towns
and Co., had offered to pay any amount that the
Board of Land and Works might determine as
just for the occupation of Philip Island?
The hon. member said he was desirous to know
the facts of the case. He understood that when
the time had arrived for the payment of assessment on Philip Island the money was duly
tendered to the Government, it was found
that a special order had been issued agaiBst.
any money being received for a portion of the
island. Messrs. Towns and Co., the agents for
Mr. M'Raffie, hearing there was some difficulty
as to the amount, had offered payment of any
sum that was thought reasonable by the Governmenta The day after he (Mr. Snodgra.ss) put this
notice ~n the. paper t~e licence fo~ the portion
of the Island 10 questIOn had been IRsued by the
Board of Land and Works, and a letter had also
been received by Mr. M'Haffie's agents, by which
it a ('ared that a charge was made for payment
upo~Ptha.t portion of the island for 10 yea", back.
,Mr. BROOKE said the hon. member who put
the question was labouring under an entire misapprehension if he imagined that any part of the
proceedings of the Board of Land aDd Works,
with reApect to the non-iBllUe of a licence, had any
referenoo to the sale of Philip Island. The
fact was, that action had been taken by the board
in consequence of an application which W808 made
by an hone member of tha.t House, praying th~
board to lease to him a ?Ortion of the island in question. (U Name:') The best "Vay of answering all the
questions, would be by reading a JJ1eci8 of the
whole case, which had been drawn up :_u In 1842,
Mr. G. D. Smyth completed ,. survey of Philip'
Island; consequently, when the Order in Counml
relative to the subdivision of the territory into
settled, intennediate, a.nd unsettled districtll
came inio operation, in 1847, the Survey Department possessed definite information relative to
the area and extent of Philip Island, which
contains 23,514 acres, or 36 7-1Oths IIqua.re
miles, of which 5 3-1Oths squa.re miles are
comprised in tbe intermediate district, and 31
4-10ths square miles in the settled district. In the
first annual lease issued to 1\4e8ll1'8. M'Haffie
for the land in the settled portion of Philip
Island the area was stated to be 26 square miles
only, or 5 4-10ths !>quare miles lets than the
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actual quantity, and in the subsequent annual
leases the extent of land bad been specified as
either 26 square miles or 26 sections. In the
assessment returns Messrs. M' Baftie had also
been in the ha.bit of entering the estimated
number of acres occupied by them in Philip
bland as 16,640 acres, equivalent to 26 square
miles. On the 28th February, 1861, Mr. Fra.zer
having ascertained that the a.rea of the island
beyond the boundary of the settled district
(comprising 3,385 acres 3 roods) was not included
in Me88l"8. M'Raftie's lease, tendered £15 for
that portion of Philip Island situated in the
intermediate district."
Mr. SERVICE asked who was the Mr. Fruer
mentioned?
Mr. BROOKE replied that it was the hone
memh"r for Creswick. The precia proceeded thus:
_H ThiS application was submitted to the Board
of Land and Works on March 5,1861, when the
followin~ facts relating to the area in question
were considered :-On the 30th September, 1850,
Messrs. M'Haffie made application for lease of
that part of their run which the a.lterations ID
the squatting regulations had placed in the intermedia.te district. No action appears to have been
taken by Government in refErence to this application, and Messrs. M'Raffie have continuetl to
occupy the land in question to the present time,
without payment of licence for the same, as distinct from the other portion of their run." The
following decision was recorded in reference to
Mr. Frazer's applicatIOn :_HIn this case, Messrs.
M'Raffie are entitled to a preference by priority
of applicatIOn over Mr. Frazer. Messrs. M'Raftie
to have the land on the usual term viz. £10 per
annum, on condition, as they have had tb; enjoyment of the land applied for, that they pay up the
arrears due." Tbis decil'ton was duly communicated to Messrs. M'Raffie and Mr. Frazer on the
7th March, 1861. Mr. Frazer, finding that he
Wa.8 not likely to obtain a lease of the area in the
intermediate dislrict, tendered £6 for six sections (the remaining portion), being the unoccupiftd portions of Philip Island in the
settled district of that isla.nd. "On the 12th
of March, 1861, the Board of Land and
Works ordered that Messrs. M'Haftie be requested to state which are the sections occupied
by them in the settled district, as, although the
area of that portIOn of Philip I"land in the settled
districts is 32 square mile.t, only 26 Ilections
therein are under 100&Be. On the 14th of March
Messrs. Towns and Co., &8 agents for Messrs.
M'Raffie, were addressed as direct.ed, and a
plan of Philip Island was furnished them. On
the 18th of March, 1861, Me88TS. Towns and Co.
replied, sta.ting that they were in posB('ssion of
documents 1I11bstantiating Me88TS. M'Raffie's
prior claim to the entire posse88ion of Phihp
Island, and t.hat these would b" submitted to the
Board of Land and Works by Mr. M'Haffie on
his return from the island. On the 23rd of
March, Messrs. Towns and Co. were applied to
for the production of the documents in question,
in order that. the board might be in a position to
decide upon lIr. Frazer's tender. On the 11th
of April, Me!IBrs. Towns and Co. acknowledged
the let' er of March 23, and stated that they are
advised that it would bepremature on their partto
bring fonard their proof of the entire and undisturbed occupatiollof Philip Island by Mr. M' Hatlie

until that gentleman was called upon to protect
himself against tres:ra.88 before a proper tribunal.
Me8lIrs. Towns an Co. also pro'ested againsi
the mode of action of the Board of Land and
Works, but omitted reference to the board's
letter of the 11th .of March, calling for payment of the arrears due for occupation of land
in tbe intermediate district of PhiJip Island. On
the 24th of April, Me88rs. Towns and Co. were
again addressed, and apprised that unle88 an
answer to the letter of 11th March was at once
forwarded (in the course of the week) the Go·
vernment would conclude that the Messrll. M' Haffie
did not intend to take up the licence. Subsequently Metlsrs. Towns and Co. tendered, under
protest, a cheque for the amount in question,
and the letter will be brought under the eonsideration of the Board of Land and Works at ita
next meeting.
.

" J.

HODGKINRON,

HActing Commissioner of Lands and Survey."
Mr. SNODGRASS asked if any charge had
been made for the areas alluded too, or any portion
of them, previous to the last few months?
Mr. RROOKE "aid that, as far as his experience of the mode of conducting the bU8iness of the Crown Lands Office was concerned, it
seemed to him that a. j!reat laxity had prevailed,
and this case of Mr. l\1'Haffie only substantia.ted
that belief. Although a letter with re~pect 10 the
lea~ing of the portion of the island alluded to
had been sent to the Government iu 1850,
no reply p.ppeared to have been rr,ade. lIe
had thought, when another application was sent
in, that it was only right that an investigation
should be made in' 0 the matter, to see if
there had been any prior offer, and as ItJr.
M'Haffie bad made application a long time ago,
and had, in consequence, been in occupation of
the whole island ever since, the board had considered it only proper to make the offer of the
portion of land in question, first to Mr. M'f1affie,
in consideration of his paying the same amount
he would have paid had the Government granted
his application in 1850. No reply had been received to that letter.
Mr. SNODGRASS wished to say one word in
explanation. :\Ir. M'Haffie had reet;.ived a letter
from Government in 1850, in answer to his application, stating that, in consequence of existing
regulalions, no lease would issue. That letter
was in Mr. M'Ha.ffie's possellsion still. There
was a.180 another 8tatement he wished to make,
with regard to Mr. Smyth's survey. lIe did no~
know where the Government could have got
that piece of information from; but he could
say that Mr. Smyth had made only a. coast
survey, and that there had "bet>n merely an office
computation made of the extent of land the
island contained. It was still a question whether
the island contained within 10 sections of the
a.rea computed by the Board of Land and
Works. A certain amount of sUllpicion appea.rtld
to be attached to the wcole trall!laction.
The SPEAKER said the hone member was out
of order.
Mr. BROOKE did not know 'What the hon.
member for Dalhousie meant, by saying that
there was an Alr of suspicion in the whole affair.
It seemed to him that the decision arrived at by
the Board of Land and Works was one which
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could not be disputed in law nor equity. (Mr. might be prevented. The duty on spirits of wine
L. L. Smith.-" Hear, hear."HThe board merely was as liigh as 16s. per gallon, and it was imrequired Mr. M' Haffi.e to pay £10 per year for ported into this colony in considerable quantities.
2,000 or 3,000 acres, of which he had been in He thought the Government would be justified
poBBeBBion for 10 years, and' for which he would in setting such inquiries afloat as would be more
have had to pay if his applicatIon had been satisfactory to the members of that House.
~anted in 1850. As to the statements respect- (Hear, hear.)
lDg the letter Mr. M'Haffie received from the
Mr. SEl:tVICE.-Did I understand aright that
Government, the fact merely proved how loosely the Government intended to recover the pethe department had been managed before, for nalties?
at present no copy of that letter was to be found
Mr. LOADER knew that the Government had
in the office.
possession of the spirits, but the importer could
not be found; and the result of all the inquiries
MINERS' CLAIMS.
which had been made after him was, that he was
Mr. CARPENTER asked the hon. the Com- found to be non est. At the address he had
missioner of Mines, if the Attorney-General was given he had never been heard of, and was not
of opinion that a wa.rden possessed power, under known. The whole thing was wrapped up in so
the Gold-fields Act, to cause the forfeiture of a much mystery that it was at present beyond the
miner's fight or title to any lands held by him power of the Customs department to discover the
for mining purposes in the event of his neglect- importer. If he was ever found he would be
ing to comply with the notice which appeared in proceeded 8(!ainst.
last Tuesday's Gazette, headed~H Sludge, &c., and
Mr. LEVI thought the name of the shipper
Reservoirs ?"
should be published.
Mr. LOADER was willing to do so when the
Mr. HUMFFRAY thought the hon. member
for Ma.ndurang was labouring under some mis- importer was discoverEd.
Mr. LEVI might perhaps be permitted to ask,
apprehension. He did not know on what basis
the hon. member had put his question. ~ 0 such WIthout notice, whether the spirits in quel>tion
action as that alluded to was contemplated by the had not been landed ex Crystal Palace, from
Government. He had not Reen the Attorn(\y- Boston, having been shipped by Mr. H. T.
General on the subject, but the notice alluded to Cu ter, and cOlJsigned to Mr. H. Cutter?
Mr. LOADER replied that the importation
was gazetted on the 23rd of April, and it did not
state that any miner's right or title would be for- had been of 50 cases of oil by the Crystal Palace,
feited. The purpose for which the notice had from Boston. It was passed b~· Newell and Co.,
been published was to imimate to all holders of agents for the veBBel, and consigned to Mr. H.
leases that if they allowed sludge, by-wash, or Cutter, whose endorsement was on the back of
tailings to flow into the Government reservoirs the bill of lading. He did not know who the
they were liable to ha.ve their leases forfeited. shipper was.
As to holders of miners' rights, they were not, as
ALLEGED POLICE PERSECUTION.
the hon. member for Mandurang was perfectly
Mr. GILLIES (in the absence of Mr. Woods)
well aware, allowed to let their sludge flow into
any land reserved for special purposes, and these asked the hon. the Chief Secretary, whether.
reservoirs were so reserved. The notice only pending the passing of a new Gold·fields Bill,
intimated what would be the consequences of their the Governmt:nt would have any objection to
mitigate the persecution at present being perpepersisting to do so.
trated by the police against those who had
SMUGGLING SPIRITS OF WINE.
hitherto not been called upon to take out a busiMr. LEVI asked the hon. the Commissioner of ness licence?
Mr. lIE ALES knew of no such persecution. If
Trade and Customs, whether or not a. seizure was
lately made of 100 cases of spirits of wine, which it was necessary to give a direct answer, he would
were entered at the Customs as kerosene oil, and do so when a direct question was put. At prewere marked on the cases kerosene oil? Why sent he was not in a position to say more.
such seizure, if made, was not published by
Mr. GILLIES would inform the hon. Chief
means of the press? Who was the party that Secretary, that persecution, or rather licence·
entered spirits of wine as kerosene oil? Whether hunting, was being carried on in the Mountain
any steps had been taken by the Government to Creek district, and he believed the police were
recover the penalties from the importer?
particularly aClive in the work-more so than
Mr. LOADER replied that a certain number they ever were before.
of cases of spirits of wine had been entered at
Mr. HEALES wished to supplement this statethe Customs as kerosene oil. The reason the fact ment by saying, that some days since the hon.
was not puhlished was, thM it was not customary member for Crowlands came to him, and repreto do so. The parties who entered the spirits of senting the case, asked that instruCtions might
wine as oil were the agents of the vessel be given to prevent the law from being ca.rried
_(If Name ")-and they merely entered the ar- into effect. He (Mr. Heales) did not feel in a.
ticles in the ordinary way, when they went to positIOn to comply with the request. (Hear, hear.)
clear the ship. In reply to the fourth question,
Mr. M'LELLAN could say that the instruche would say that Government had taken mea- tions £0 the police appeared to be to turn all
sures to recover the penalties alluded to, inas- wood-carriers, water-carriers, and every species
much as they had got possession of the spirits.
of tradesman living on Crown lands off tbose
Mr. LEVI would, by way of expla,nation, point lands. They had been always allowed to live
out that if the GovernmeDt took the precaution there till the present Government came into
to publish through the press that such and such office, but now policemen were summoning them
a seizure had takE'n place, similar occurrences alL
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Mr. BROOKE said the hon. member could
only complain of the consequences of his own
actions. One great reason why the police were
doing this work arose from the act of the
present Government, in abolishing the office of
Crown lands rangers. With respect to the watercarners, wood-carriers, and others alluded to, in
unauthorized possession of Crown lands, who had
been summoned, it had appeared to the Government that they should ha.ve some sort of sanction
for their actions, and be in some way protected
by the issue of occupation licences; and it was
the intention of the Government to give this
protection. Under these circumstances, it had
been thought desirable to press the law against
those who had for some time been living on
Crown lands in an unauthorised ma.nner.
THE SMUGGLING CASE.

Mr. FRANCIS would crave the induh!ence of
the House for a moment, with leference to
Me!'Csr8. Newell and Co. He felt that, in the
explanation of the hon. the Commissioner of
Trade and Customs, Messrs. Newell and Co. had
been reflected upon. He was sure it had been
entirely beyond Messrn. Newell's intentions to cooperate as agents in passing those entries, though
what had been said appeared in his mind
to implIcate those gentlemen as particeps
criminis. He wished to explain that Mr. Newell
had, for some time, been seriously ill.
Mr. LOADER interrupted the hon. member to
say that he had specially guarded himself against
any such interpretation.
Mr. FRANCIS wished to add, that since Mr.
Newell's illness his son, a lad of 18 or 19, had had
char~e of the business, and some confounded
scoundrel had taken advantage of that young
man, or of a clerk, to Il:et the name endorsed on
the bill of ladin2', and the cases passed as oil.
From personal knowledge he could say, that no
mercha.nt in the place who knew Mr. Newell
could suppose him to have had any such improper
intentions in passing the oil as had been spoken of.
Mr. SERVICE said'; although the Commissioner of Customs did not mean any reflection,
the statement ma.de by that hon. gentleman did
reflect on the Messrs. Newell, who were bound,
, therefore, to explain how they cam... into posses!'Cion of the endorAed bill of lading. He was sure
Mr. Newell would find himself called upon, for
his own sake, to make an explanation.
Mr. LOADER was sorry this matter had been
re-opened, because in his explanation he particularly guarded himself alZainst making any reflection on the Messrs. Newell. (Hear, hear.) He
knew them to be a highly respecl able firm.
Mr. FRANCIS said his only object in rising
was to show simply that the Messrs. Newell were
above suspicion. (Hear, hear.)
The subject then dropped.
THE RESERVOIRS AT CA.RNGILUI AND
SMYTHESDALE.

Mr. LOCK asked whether it was the intention
()f the Government to provide roads and crossings
in lieu of those destroyed by the construction of
the reservoirs at Carngham and Smythesdale respectively?
Mr. HUMFFRAY replied in the affirmative.

GRANTS TO CHARITA.BLE INSTITUTIONS.

Mr. VERDON gave notlce that he should
move, in Committee of Supply, that the Treasurer
be authorized to make advances to charitable institutions receiving aid from the state, provlded
that the amount advanced shall not e.xceed 25 per
cent. of the sum proposed to be granted in each
case.
THE GOLD-FIELDS ACT.

Mr. CARPENTER notified that, on Tuesday, he
should ask the Commissioner of Mines the number of the clause in this act which empowered
him to proclaim the notice which appeared in the
last issue of the Government Gazette?
THE MINERAL

It

KAOLINE."

Mr. HOOD gave notice that, on Tuesday, he
should ask the President of the Board of Land
and Works, whether any application had been
made, under the 62nd clause of the La.nd Sales
Act, for a lease of a portion of land at Bulla
Bulla, conta.ining the mineral kaoline? Whether
the discoverer had proved to the satisfaction of
the Board of Land and Works that he was a
discover of the mineral in the locality for which
he demanded a lease; and whether the board
intended to issue a sufficient quantity of land to
enable the apphcant to erect the necessary works
for a porcelain manufactory?
PROTECTION OF THE AGED AND DESTITUTE.

The motion of Mr. HEALES, for leave to bring
in a bill for the better protection of deserted
children and aged I\lld destitute persons, was postponed for a fortnight.
SUPPLY.
On the order of the day for the reporting of
the resolutions agreed to lD Committee of Supply.
Mr. J. T. SMITH asked for the withdrawal of
the vote for the Audit department, with a view to
amendment. He observed that the allowance
for a messenger and housekeeper in that department was £100; and for another messenger, £50.
He thought this must be a mistake. The parties
could not live on the money.
Mr. HEALES said these items had already
been brought under his consideration. He would
give them every attention, and, if he saw that it
was necessary to do so, provision for an increase
would be made in a Supplementary Estimate.
Mr. J. T. SMITH expressed himself satisfied
with tlus explanation.
The resolutions were then agreed to.
CALL OF THE HOUSE.

The House was then called. The following
hon. members did not answer to their names :Dr. Evans, Mr. Houston, Mr. Woods, Mr.
Mackintosh, Mr. M'Culloch, Mr. Hunter, Mr.
Gillespie, Mr. Lya1l 1 Mr. Reid, Mr. Henty, Mr.
Johnson, Mr. WOOd, Mr. Gray, Mr. Manifold,
Mr. Riddell, and Mr. Caldwell. The absence of
Dr. Evans, Mr. Houston, and Mr. Riddell was
excused on the ground of ill-health. Mr. Caldwell was away with the privilege of "leave of
absence." Apologies were offered for the nonappearance of all the other gentlemen, save Mr.
M'Culloch and Mr. Hunter, and the last-named
gentleman took his seat at a later hour.
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The next order of the day was the resumption
of the debate on the second reading of this bill.
Mr. SNODGRASS. who rose amid cries of
., Question." observed that, although a majority
of the House might be opposed to state aid as
now granted, there was no immediate prospect of
carrying this bill. He therefore begged to propose, as an amendment to the motion for the
second reading of the bill :"That, in the opinion of this Assembly, a redistribution of the state aid to religion fund, so
as to confine its operation to thinly-populated
districts, is imperatively called for:'
Without state aid, he believed religion would
languish in these districts.
Mr. HEDLEY seconded the amendment.
Mr. PYKE remarked that, since he had given
any serious attention to the question, he had
never wavered for a moment in his opinion that
the continuance of state aid to religion, so far
from a benefit, was injurious and prejudicial to
religion. (A Voice.-" No.") For his own part,
he entertained so strong a conviction of the
inherent vitality of religion-at all events, of his
religion-that he felt that the fostering influence
of state aid was not required to keep it in prosperity. But, before giving his assent to the bill
now before the House. he must be satisfied that it would further the object which
he had at heart. Now. how did the question
stand? A similar bill was brought in last session
by the late Treasurer, and sent to the Upper
House, and there rejected. He ventured to predict a similar fate for this bill. But leaving the
Upper House out of the question, he would ask
whether any hon. member seriously believed that
the Imperial Government would sanction such a
bill as that now offered to their acceptance? (Hear.)
They stood iD the position of contracting partiel
with the home Government in this matter. and
that Government would maintain the vested
rights of clergymen under the grant. A reference
to a despatch by the Duke of Neweastle, of the
12th March, 1860, would make that point clear,
and would show that any bill for the abolition of
state aid sent home to the Government would not
meet with approval. In the face of that fact, he
could only consider the call of the House, and
their pl'esent position with respect to that bill, a
solemn farce.
Tbe SPEAKER said the hon. member was
not in order in calling any proceeding of the House
& solemn farce.
Mr. PYKE would then rpcall that expression,
and call it instead an altogether useless proceeding. If it was really desired, however, to do
away with the grant, the better way, he thought,
to accomplish that end, would be to bring in a
bill proposinJ[ to make the reduction extend over
a number of years, ins~ead of abolishing the
JZl'&Dt at once, as was proposed in this bill. By
that means, he believed, they would Illtimately
succeed in doing away with the £50,000 Ilranted
in aid of religion. He had one other remark to
make before sitting down, and It was this. He
totally disagreed with the stereotyped expressions
made use of in several of the petitions which had
been presented by hon. memberl- one of them
by himself- against the continuance of the grant.
In several of these petitions such wOI'ds as
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of idolatry, ignorance, and
fo~ly ," ~ere employed, when speaking of the
evlls whlCh resulted from the granting of state
aid to religion; and why such words should be
employed he was unable to see. He could not
lIee the necessity for ~uch language, and he
must say that he con81dered the use of it as a
piece of arrogant folly, and as an insult to the
~E!mbers of that House, on the part of the petitIOners.
Mr. HEALES said he must call the attention
of the House to the nature of the amendment
which had been proposed by the hon. member
for Dalhousie. Ibs amendment was in fact the
previous question. The position of' the subject
before the House was this. The motion was for
the second reading of the State Aid to Religion
Abolition Bill, and the amendment was for the
redistribution of the grant under it. He would
point to one clause of the bill, in reference to
what had fallen from the hon. member for Ca8tlemaine (Mr. Pyke), which made a provision
similar to that suggested by the hon. gentleman,
and, therefore, if he really desired, as he stated,
to do away With the grant graUually, he (Mr.
Heales) would claim his vote on that ground.
The Government preferred that the grant should
cease in 1862, while the hon. member for Castlemaine desired a more extended period. Well,
there was no difference bt-tween then.. in principle; there was only a difference as to time; let
the hon. member, therefore, vote for the second
reading of the bill, and bring his new light to
bear upon the subjE'ct in committee.
Mr. L. L. SMITH said he would vote for the
abolition of state aid to religion, thoull;h he agreed
with the member for Dalhousie, that the outlying districts were most in want of aid.
Mr. JONES said he had always been an advocate for the abolLion of state aid, and would vote
for the second reading of the bill. although, like
the member for Dalhousie, he was in favour of
granting aid to the out-lying districts. If he
voted for the amendment, however, he would
feel that he was voting, as explained by the
Chief Secretary, for the previous question, and,
therefore, that course was not open to him. For
that reason he would vote for the original motion.
wit.h the intention of giving his support to the
01 her part of the subject if it should come under
the conllideration of the House ag..in.
Mr. SERVICE had no intention of going into
the question at any length, but he wished to
point out one or two facts which seemed to him
of importance. The hon. member for Castlemaine had proposed, as 1\ better plan for the
abolition of t he grant, a bill by wbich that
object should be accomplished gradually, instead
of at one blow. But it appeared to him that the
adoption of such a course would bring with it no
improvement. If it was unjust to abolish the
grant at once, it was just as much 110 to do it by
stages. A bill to meet the difficulty properly and
justly would deal with persons and not with time
merely, and until a bill based upon that
principle was introduced, there would be no
settlement of the qaestion satisfactory to those
who held the views of the hon. member, and
the hon. member for Kilmore. What he had
risen specially for, however, was to call attt:ntion
to the gross perversion-no, he would not say
gross perversion, as the words might be out
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order-but would simply say the perversion of
lanlruage which had been made use of in speaking of the wording of several of the petitions
whteh had been presented. In many of them, they
were told, such words as "encouragement of
idolatry, ignorance, and bigotry" were made use
of; but if any hon. m~mber read the petitions
he woul<l find they were used in a sense different
from t.hat which had been applied to them. The
petitions did not go much further than the hon.
member for Kilmore had done, when he complained of the inequality and injustice of the
sulxiivision of the grant, and he (Mr. Service)
thought that the wording of the petltions was
in part justified by the action of the House on
the question when it opened the ~rant, a year or
two ago, to others than Christian/!. If that
principle were followed up, and the religion of
the Chinese received a share of the grant, would
not idoJatrl he encouraged?
Mr. MO LISON said he hoped theywerenotmisunderstanding the real question before the House.
He h&d no doubt that the majority of the House
would vote for the second reading of the bill, and
he wished it to be distinctly understood that the
vote was taken on that ground. With the a.rgument
of the member for Dalhousie, in reference to
thinly-populated districts, he could not entirely
coincide, because it was consistent with his own
knowledge that some of the over-populated districts were more in want of aid than the thinlypopula.ted districts. (Hear, hear.) Many of the
over-populated districts-some of the gold-fields
districts for example-were greatly in want of
aid, more so than any of the thinly-populated
districts. That such was the case he perfectly
well knew, a.nd therefore he must say that the
member for Dalhousie was wrong in his fact'il.
Mr. BRODIE said it seemed to him that members were not prepared to discuss the question on
it.s merits. They were doing anything rather
than that; and he thought, when they remembered the relation in which they stood to the
other House, and took the whole circumstances into consideration, the course they were
pursuing was as near a farce as it possibly could
be. They were, he thought, making fools of
themselves before the country. A caU of the
House had been made, and responded to, and yet
after all they wel'e not !l'etl ing a bit further on with
the subject. What they were doing, it appeared
to him, was labour wasted. for it must be well
known that when the bill was sent to the other
House it would simplv be returned upon their
ha.nds. (Hear, hear.) Like the Payment of Members Bill, and many other bills which had been
sent to the other House, it would come back to
them without the conCUTTPnce or consent of that
House. (Hear, hear.) But several membersappeared to be rather glad than otherwise that
such would be the case. (Hear, hear.) The
hon. member for Collingwood, especially, appeaxed to be delighted with the prospect. He
supposed this satisfaction on the part of hon.
members arose from the fact that if the bill
went to the other Hou~e, and was reject.ed there,
the responsibility of its defeat would rest
with the members of that House, and not
with the Assembly. (near, hear_) But what he
wanted to draw attention specially to was, the
fact that this attempt at legi~lation must end in
a.bsurd fa.llure if memberd did not rouse them-
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selves to deal with the subject properly. If hon.
members would not get up and express their
sentiments, what was the other House to say, and
what was the coun!ry to think?
The SPEAKER said the hon. member was out
of order in referring then to what was said and
done in the other House.
Mr. BRODIE did not want to speak disre·
spectfully of tile other House, but he thought
they had a right to say something about the way
bills sent up from this House to the other were
dealt with. Take the Gold Exportation Bill -or
any other bill, since he mie:ht be out of order
in referring to a parLicular bill as a ca.se in
point.
Mr. SERVICE said he r~ally'thought the hone
gentleman was out of order in continuin~ that
strain of argument. He would a.ppeal to the
Speaker for his decision.
The SPEAKER ruled that the hoD. member
for Mandurang was out of order.
Mr. BRODIE would not in that case continue
his remarks; but he must say t.hat, in his opinion,
they were allowing matters to drift into a position
which might bring them one of these days into a
position of antagonism with regard to the other
House.
Mr. JOHNSTON said he must confess that
he did not properly understand the bearing and
intention of Mr. Brodie's remarks. If he meant
that they were not to proceed with bills because
they might be thrown out in the other House,
then, in his opinion, they might just as well give
up legislation altof(ether. (Hear, hear.)
A.
member of the other House had that day
told him that that House was just now on
strike (hear, hear); and, therefo/e, if they did
not proceed with their work the legislative bum·
ness of the colony would be at a stand-still. In
reference to what the hon. mem;er for Castlemaine had said about a compromise, he partly
concurred in that view, although he wished to
see the grant aboli.. hed altogether. He ha.d
himself proposed to some of the gentlemen out of
doorR, that the questlOn should be settled by a
c()mpromise, which should do away with the
grant gradually, say in 10 years, but they would
not listen to his proposition. They would have
it abolished at once, they said, or not at all. He
was afraid, therefore, that a compromise would
not be generally acceptable.
Mr. HENDER80N would support the bill, on
the ground of religious liberty. There were many
persons who objected to contribute to this grant,
even through the medium of taxation, and therefore it was an injustice to them to continue the
grant. In what sense did they accept religion
here with reference to this grant? There was I he
dogma of the church and the fabric of the ch urch.
The dogma was the faith of the church, and it was
for the teaching of the fa.ith of the church that
the grant was given. That was a system to
which he objected in the name of religious liberty.
He believed, however, the colony would raise
itself in the estimation of wise men in England
by respecting vested rights, and would lose caste
by repudiating them. He had made those few
remarks in explauation of the voLe he intended
to give.
Mr. CATHIE differed from the hon. me!Dber
who had just sat down, when he said that con·
grega.tions would voluntarily support their
iJ E
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churches, as he could not understand, if that
was the case, why miDlsters would have to go
home if state a.id was withdrawn from them. If
ministers had no faith in their flockR, the sooner
the shepherd was separated from his flock the
better. He looked upon the principle of state
aid to religlOn as rotten; in fact, it was
80 preposterous that people did not believe in it,
and would not swallow it. The majority of memo
bers in that House had been returned npon the
faith of their voting for the abolition of state aid,
by men, many of whom had studied the s11Bject,
and understood it as well, if not better, than
members in that House. He would say, whatever might be the result, let hon. members do
their duty, and leave the rest to Providence. He
should vote in favour of the motion.
Mr. HOOD said it appeared 10 be as!mmed by
every hon. member who opposed the bill, that, if
t.he grant to religious bodies was abolished, trut!
religion would suffer, but that, he maintained l
was an assumption, and nothing more. If e would
ask hon. members who had considered the
subject at all, to go into the history of Methodism, and then say whether true religion had
suffered or not. The Church of Eu!/land, which
received state aid, was far behind the Dissenters;
and in Ireland, where there was no Slate aid to
the Roman Catholics, that church had held its
own for two centuries. Did dissenters not support
their clergymen as well as the Churcb. of England
did? Were they not as serious in the performance
of their duties? They were, and wherever the
principle of voluntaryism had been tried, it had succeeded. In America, for instance, it had been successful. He had heard many persons say it had
failed there, but statistics, the true test, proved
the contrary. It was supposed that Scotland was
a country where religion remained high, but it
did not rank as high as America.. (U Yes.") He
said" No," for he found, by reference to a map,
the latest addition to the library, that dividing
America. into five tiivisions, in the middle states
they provided church accommodation for 69 per
cent. of the people; in Scotland, for 6:3 per
cent. ; in England, for 57 per cent., or 12 per
cent. less than the middle states of America. In
the north,western states, so frequently referred
to by the hon. memher for Rodney, in the newlysettled states of Michigan and Illinois, what did
they find? There the church accommodation provided voluntarily was no less than 60 per cent., or
within 3 per cent. of Scotland, and 3 per
cent. above England. Then, again, as to the
value of church accommodation in America.
Exception had been taken th..t the buildings
were of a rough and temporary character. They
were not to be compared with St. Paul's, it was
true, but he found that the total value of
them was not less than 100,OOO,OOOdol., or
£25,000,000. With regard to the education of
the people, taking the whole of the Umon, including California, there were 4,000,000 scholars
attending school! of 1111 sorts, or equal to 1 in 3i
of the population. What was the case in England? There it was only 1 in 1;~. Did that
show that state aid stimul"ted education?
He. thoullht not. In Scotland the per-clmtage
was 1\ little higher-being 1 in every 12; in
Ireland, 1 in every 10. That was somethlD~ in
favour of the natIOnal system of educatIOn.
Taking all those facts into consideration, it was

[SESSION

n.

not enough for an hon. member to get up and
say, .. If you take away btate aid, true religion
will suffer;" but let hon. members show that such
would be the case. If they could prove that he
would give his vote avainst the bill. Hon. m'embers might as well say that because there was a
larger percentaae of criminals in Victoria than
in America, state aid wail necessary; but he
trusted that had nothing to do with state aid,
but was rather owing to the skill of the police in
this colony in ferreting out offenders.
He
trusted hon. members would be straightforward,
and give their votes without any fear of the
result.
The amendment was then put and negatived.
The original motion was put, and the House
divided, with the following result :Ayes
00
Noes
10
Majority in fa~our of the motion".
The following is the division list :Mr. Ameinck
- Ander80n

AYES.
Mr. Frazer

- Bennett

-

Gilllee
Grant
Gray

-Ca.rr

-

RadIey
Haines

-

Henderson
Hood
Howard

-

Ba.rton

-

Brodie
Brooke

-

Carpenter

- Cathle
- Chapman

- Greevea
- HsaIee

-

Doni
Donald

-

Rumffray

-

Duffy

-

Johneton

-

Kmhling

-

Francls

-

King
Lalor
Levi
NOES.

- Ebren
- Foott

Hr. Hedley

- Jones

Mr. Newton

- Martley

-

John-on

- Pyke

-

O'ShanasBY

-

Mollison

-

Riddell

40

Mr. Loader
- Lock

-

J,yall
M'Lellan'
Michie
Myles
NicholloD

-

O'Hea

-

Smith L. L.
St,"'phen
Thom80n

-

Wilkie.

- Prendergast
- Serjea.nli
- Se·vlce
- Sin clair'
- Verdon

Mr. Smith. J. T.
-

8nodgra.s8.

The House then went into committee upon the
bill.
The preamble was postponed.
Clause 1, repealinll the 53rd clause of the Constitution Act, was carried.
On Clause 2, which stated that the grant to
relillious denominations should be discontinued
after the 31st of December, 1862,
The clause was agreed to, as was also clause ;~
which provides that the unclaimed portion of the
grant, if any, shall lapse and remain pa.rt of the
consolidated revenue.
Mr. PYKF. moved a new clau!:e, to the effect
that, after the 31st D£'cemoor, 1862, there should
be a reduction from the .£50,000 grant of £10,000
every year, until such time as the ~t were reduced to £10,000, when state aid to religion
should altogether cease and determine; provided
that no more than a moiety of the whole should
be devoted to the enlargement of the stipends of
miniMters of religion. It was desirable that the
bill should be a reality, and not a sham. He was
convinced that the Imperial Government would
never Ilanction the bill as it now stood, and,
therefore, he proposed this clause.
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Mr. SNODGRASS supported the clause.
Mr. SERVICE said if the member for Castlemaine would guarantee that the Upper House
would be induced by this clause to pass the
bill, he would vote for the clause; but he was
not prepared to adopt any measure of compromise until he was sure that it would be accepted.
Mr. AMSINCK supported the clause.
Mr. VERDON denied that either the Upper
Bouse or the Imperial Governmtlnt was more
likely to accept the bill with the proposed amendment than in the shape in which it was brought
forward by the Government. The Upper House
objected altogether to the abolition of state aid
to religion, and while they had the absolute
power of rejecting the measure, he did not
suppose they would agree to a compromise.
(Hear, hear.) Again, if he believed the denominations, as a whole, were opposed to the
abolition of state aid to religion, he should be
disposed to go with the member for Castlemaine.
But the majority of the people of this colony
professing religion were opposed to state aid; and
the belllt proof they could have of this was that.
a large number of members of that House had
pledged themselves to their constituencies to vote
against the continuance of the gra.nt. (Hear,
hear.) If he thought that religion would sufter
one iota, he would oppose the withdrawal of the
grant; but he believed religion was more likely
to prosper without the grant than with it. Under
these circumstances, he was compelled, on the
part of the Government, to oppose the amendment.
Mr. STEPHEN supported the clause.
The committee divided, and the numbers
wereAyes
10
34
Noes
Majority against Mr. Pyke's clause 24
The following is the division-list :-

Duffy

AYES.
IIr. Oreevea
- Johnston
- p,ke

IIr. Anderaon

NOES.
Mr. Gilliea

Mr. Amsinck

- Bartun
-

- Francil

-

Ben nett.
Brodle
Broolle

- Carr
- Carpenter
-

-

Cat.ble

- Oray
-

Haciley

- Healea

- Henderaon
-Hood
-Humffray
- Hunter

lIre RiddelI
- Snodgrall
-

Btephen.

}fr.
-

M'LeHan
MolI\aon
Kyles
Nlchollon

- Prendergast

-

Berjeant.
Service

Cbapman
- 8tnclair
Don
- Smith, J. T.
f.!~
Dr. Tholnson
Dona'd
EmhUng
Jrlr. Verdon.
- Loader
Frazer
The preamble having been agreed to,
Mr. YEBDON moved that the bill be reported.
The House accordingly resumed, when the
CHAIRMAN reported the bill to the Speaker.
Mr. VERDON moved that the bill be read a
third time.
Hon. members divided, when it appeared that
40, or an absolute majority, were on the side of
the" Ayes."
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The bill was accordingly read a third time and
passed, and an order was made for its transmission to the Legislative Council.
ABATrOIRS BILL.
Mr: GRANT moved the second reading of the
Abattoir's Bill. The objects of the bill were twofold. In the first place, it _proposed to repeal
certain portions of the 18th Vict., see. 18; and,
in the second place, it proposed to enable suburban municipalities to erect abattoirs within their
own districts, and to charge fees for the use of
them. Under the 2nd clause of the 18th Vict.,
power was given to proceed a~st butchers
slaughtering cattle or sheep. within one mile of the
city's limits, excepting in the corporation's abattoir,
and any person doing so was liable to be fined in
a sum not exceeding £10. Under the 26th section of the Municipalities Institutions Act, suburban municipalities had no authority to license
places as abattoirs, and it was now proposed to
give them that power, in order that they might
be able to erect abattoirs wherever they were required. The object of this bill was, in fact, to
repeal so much of the 18th Vi"'- sec. 18, as
compelled butchers to slaughter oniy at the City
Corporation's slaughter-houses. The bill, he was
aware, would require amendment in committee. Suggestions had been made to him
within the last few days, which showed
him that changes would be necessary, and he
would be quite willing- that they should be made
in committee. He might say, that the first object
of the bill was to do awa.y with the monopoly at
present enjoyed by the Corporation of Melbourne.
He hoped the House would agree to the second
reading of the bill.
Mr. CARPENTER seconded the motion.
Mr. SERVICE said that when the hone member
(Mr. Grant) gave notice of his intention to ask
for leave to bring in this bill, no member was
more pleased than himself. He knew the action
which had been taken all along by the Corporation
of Melbourne, and he was glad to think that a
measure was to be introduced which would efft:ct
a much-called-for imfrovement. But when he
came to look at the bi!, he found that it was not
at all of such a nature as' was likely to realize the
object the Commissioner of Public Works professed to have in view. It was, in fact, one of the
worst drawn and most useless bills he had seen.
The first clause of the bill proposed to repeal the
18th Vict., see. 18, and yet, in the other clauses,
the same law was just enac~ed over again,
except in one respect. Now he could see no
object in repealing a bill, and then immediately
reionstructing it. He hoped the House would
show by its vote that it did not approve of
that system of legislation. Instead of making
the desired change in tbe Iiwers of the Melbourne municipality, this bi I lI;ave that body
much the same power as it possessed under the
act which it was proposed to repeal. Why, the
City Council had at this moment no jurisdiction
beyond their own boundary, and what change.
therefore, in that respect would this new bin
effect? If the bill were to become law, one effect
of it would be to give ~e to much injustice.
For instance, under it, in certain subur1)an distriCu., the butcher would be able to kill his" small
goods" on his premises, while another, in a
different part of the same locality, would be prow
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hibited from doing so. Ta.ke Emerald Hill NI a
cue in poiJ:t. A portion of that municipality lay
within a mile of the CIty boundary, and a
butcher carrying on business within the mile
would be compelled to go to the public abattoirs
to kill even the smallest ~ood8, while a butcher
on the other side of the hill would be at liberty to
kill small goods on his premises. That state of
things he thought was an absurdity and
an injustice. The municipality of Melbourne
should have no authori'y whatever beyond their
own boundary (hear, hear), and the bill ought
to make a chan~ein this respect. The bil; was also
defective, inasmuch as it provided that butchers,
who now killed on their own premiees, would be
prevented doing so, even before time had been
given to the suburban municipalties to erect
abattoirs. Now, he certainly thought that it
"'as right to prevent killing on the premises, bu~,
at the same time, time should be given for the
construction of abattoirs before taking away the
privHege. (Hear, hear.) He repeated that he
could not see t.he necessity for repealing the
18"h Vic., sec. 18, and re-enacting it in the shape
of the measure now before them. The only
object which, properly speaking, they need have
in view, was to curtail the powers at present
enjoyed by the Ci'y Corporation, and to render
8uburban municipalities independent of that body
with regard to the construction of abattoirs. To
do that, all that was necessary, in his opinion,
was to add a clause to the 6th clause of the
mll. He would vote against the second reading
of the btll.
Mr. G REEVES hoped that the IJouse would approve of the object of the measure; but he thought
that a grp-at deal of misapprehension existed respecting the abattoirs constructed by the Corporation of Melbourne. It was in 1850 that the act
was passed compelling their erection. After that
period, the great rush of emigration to this
cnuntry ensued, and then the Govtrnment asked
the muniCIpality to band over the abattoirs to
t.heir charge. The municipality did RO, without
requiriug any compensation. At ano,her period,
the abattoirs were again l'estored to the control
of the corporation. The two IZ'reat objects of the
bill appeared to him to be, first., to extend the
accommodation at the service of butchers, by the
erection of abattoirs in different districts; and,
second, to hold out, as it were, strong inducements to suburb1l.n mUDlcipalities to erect
sla.ughterhouses in their dip,tricts. There was no
Wish, however, so far as he could see, to aggrandize the Corporation of Melbourne a.t the expense
of other municipalities.
Mr. SERVICE,-That is admitted.
Mr. GREEVES.-Whether a.dmitted or not,
the bill speaks for itself. There was one great
defect in the bill, which he would point out, and
it was this-the measure prevented the Corpora·
tion of Melbourne from erecting a new abattoir in
any other municipahty, t,ut, while doing 1'0, it left
other municipa.lities at liberty to come and erect
abattoirs in Melbourue.
Mr. GRANT.-No, no.
Mr. GREEVES sa.id it appea.red to him that
the case stood!ls he had put it. Upon the whole,
he would support the second reading of the
bill.
Mr. SNODGRASS wished to point out that
ma.ny butchns had been taken up for not
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slaughtering in the abattoira of Melbourne, but
the fact was, that the whole of the building's were
madequatA , and insufficIent in point of accommodation. That WaR one great argument, in his
opinion, in favour of the passing of the bill. The
Corporation of Mtllbourne should have gone to
greater expense, and made the slaughter-bouses
more extenRive than thev were.
:Mr. BENNETT hoped the Hou~e would SEe the
injustice which would be perp(.trated upon
the Corpor~tion of Melbourne if this bill were
allowed to pass. There was no necessity for the
bill at all. It was complained that the municipality of Melbourne had erec'.ed abattoirs, and
monopolized all the business; and it was also
said now that the accommodation at the city
abattoirs was not sufficient. Now, he happened
to make some inquiries bearing upon the pointtl,
and the results were these :-He found that
46,970 head of cattle were brought into
the city yearly, and the accommodation at
the abattoirs amounted in round nunibers
to about 93,900, or double the number of
cattle. Of sheep, he found there were brought
in 392,357, while the accommodation was equal to
622,000. These figures, he thought, would show
the fallacy of the argument about insufficient
aCClommodation. But this outcry against the
Corporation of Mtlbourne, and for fre~h abattoirs, was raised just be Clause the butchers were
compelled to go to these slaughterhouses to kill
their cattle alJd sheep. He would ask whether
the bill before them Wa.!i really required? But
the bill would do injustice in other respects. Take a glance at several of the
municipalities, and they would see whether suita~,le places for the construction of abattoirs could
be found for the proper accommodation of
bu:chers. At St. Kilda, for example, the
abattoirs were two miles beyond the city boundary. The only suitable place which could be
found in the Emerald Hill district was a mile
and a ha.lf from the boundary; at Sandridge
the only suitable place was more than a
mile from the boundary, and the same was
to be said of Hotham and Brunswick. The
suburban municipalities, in his opinion, could
not Buffer by the present state of things; and,
therefore, he saw no reason or necessity for a
new law on the subject. Besides, there WItS
another most objectiona.ble feature of the bill.
Under it any butcher who chose might take out
a licence, and, to the annoyance of the iJlhabitants
of Melbourne, mij:tht erect a slaughter-house at
the head of Urunswick if he liked. (" No, no,")
There was nothirlg to prevent him. If
the House passed that bill, the Munici(.lality
of Melbourne would be much disappointed, and
if they were deprived of so large a proportion of
thtlir revenue, he was afraid they would have to
levy an additional tax on the inhabitants of the
city. (A Voice-- "Let them.") The corporation
had been at an expense of £12,000 in the construction of these abattoirs, lIond it would be a.
great injustice to deprive them of a large proportion of the revenue derived from them-actually to inflict an injury upon the ratepayers
without canse. He should oppo'le the bill, because there was no doubt, if it were carried,
aba.ttoirs would be erec:ed at the head of Brunswick-street, and thus be a public nuU1ance.
Mr. LOADER wished to point out to his hon.
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calleagne that. some amendment8 might be introduced into the bill, which, without interfering
with the objects of it, would protect the vested
interests of the city of Melbourne. He considered
the corporatlOn deserved the thanks of that
House for what they had done, as it was known
that for a. long time the slaughlering of cattle
within the boundaries of the city had affected its
I'anitary condition and the health of the inhabitants.
The abattoirs had been erected at a cost of
£12,500, on a piect' of la.nd expressly granted to
the corporation on account of its extreme suitability. The corporation possessed some land at
the head of Elizabeth-street, which was of great
value, which they were induced to give in exchange for a site on the banks of the Saltwater
River, in order tha.t the drainage from the
alaughtel'ing·houses might flow into it. so that
there was no nuisance experienced from them.
He wished the House to contrast the abattoirs
with the slaughter· houses at Hotham. There the
drainage was allowed to flow into a large swamp,
the smell from which was likely to produce
uisease. Again, at East Collingwood, the drainage would go into the Yarra, and thus pol·
lute the water. Numerous other instances of a
similar kind might be given; and the fact was
that, in a sanitary point of VIeW alone, it would
be !lood policy to Insist upon the slaughtering
being confined to the corporation abattOirs. He
thought, in the present instance, the corporation
had a rigM to be considered, or. if not, that the
abattoirs should be taken off their hands. By the
bill it was propoi!ed to licenlle the municipalities,
and permit them to slaughter cattle Within their
olVn boundaries. All the corporation wanted
was that they should be endowed ~ith similar
powers; for instance, why should not the corporation have power to license their own butchers
to slaughter at their own abattoirs? He was
somewhat astonished at the view taken by his
colleague, the Chief Secretary; and he should
take an opportunity, when the bill was in commll tee, to move several amendments which he
cunsidered necessary.
Mr. HEALES said there was a great principle
contained in the bill. He claimed for municipalities all that the <:ity of Melbourne claimed
for itself, IWd nothing more. What was the
proposition of the corporation but t.hllot Melbourne should have, not only municipalities
in its boundaries, but also a mile beyond
those boundaries. (" No.") Tht're was another dl8&bility under which municipalities
laboured, namely-that whilst the corporation
had the power to levy fees, the municipalities,
although having power to erect abattoirs, could
not charge fecs, so that, although power
might be given to them to erect the necessary
machinery, they could not charge fees to maintain
it. There was no doubt that people would consult their own convenience in the matter, and it
was not for Parliament to prohibit people from
slaughtering cattle wher(> they thought proper,
provided sa.nitary regulatioD8 werc not infringed upon.
l!'or instance, Ranitary reasons
had rencered it necessary that butcht'rs should
lIOt slau~ter beal<ts in the city of Melbourne,
and an &ct had been passed to prevent them
from 110 coing. The object of the bill was simply
to place ~unicipalitifs in the slime poiOition as
the corpll'ation, and he was a.t a loss to know
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why there should be opposition. It had heen suggested that all meat should be killed in Melbourne, a.nd fees paid to the corporation; but it
was a fact that farmers for miles around Melbourne were in the habit of killing beasts, and
taking them into Melbomne for sale, and in England lhere was always a feeling in favour of meat
killt'd in the country. His hon. colleague would
prevent that. however, and thus inflict a great
injustice. He considered the objects sought for
by the bill were only fa.ir to the suburban
municipalities.
Mr. DON said the hon. member who had just;
sat down had anticipated much of what he
intended to say.
He looked upon the act
of the corporation as another instance of
the grasping disposition of the stepmother
of the municipalities, as he considered
that, if municipalities had the powat' of erecling
abattoirs they should be allowed to charge fees.
There was another argument which ought to
have great weight wi'h the House. He was informed by persons in the trade that they could
not carry on business wi$ advantage in the outlying suburbs if they were compelled to go to the
Melbourne ai.>attoirtl, for in hot weather it was
impossible to give to their cU8tomer~ meat which
they could use, owing to the dislauce they had
to carry it. 1hu8 they were subjected 10 great
losses, and the consumers had to pay in some
cases a penny and three-halfpence a pound
more for meat than was paid in Melbourne.
The Commitll>ioner of Customs had referred to
the corporatioll giving such a valuable piece of
ground to the Government in exchange for t.he
site OCCUpiEd by the abattoirs; but that was another instance of the stepmother (hear, hear);
for so great had the nuisance of the cattle-yards
become, that the public were determined to put
up with it no longer; in fact, public feeling was
so stlOng that even the Mayor trembled in his
chair. (Laughter.) 80 much fvr tha virtue
claimed by the corporation. He trusted the
House would agree to the second reading of the
bill
Mr. HOOD said the state of things alluded to
by the hon. member for Collingwood was remedied by the erection of the abattoirs, so that the
hon. member's ~rgument was against the bill. He
thought that if the municipalities would give
undertakings that their abattoirs would not be
nuiaal!ces, they should be allowed to have them.
At the same time, the House should protect the
vested rights of the city.
Mr. L. L. SMITH expressed himself opposed
to the bill, as he considered it would be UlJjullt to
the corporation. who had done so much to improve tae sanitary condition of the city by erecting abattoirs. He considered t.he corporation
should have jurisdiction over allslaughter·houses,
otherwise there would be no security tha.t the
municipalities would erect buildings of a suitable
nature. At the same time, he was deliirous that
municipalities should have abattOirS, and, if necessary, cha.r~e fees, 80 loug all it was made compulsory that the ca.tle required for Melbourne
were slaughtered at the city abattoirs.
Mr. ANDERSON said the presen& bill would
never have been introduced hart the corporation
been confined to its vroper limits. They had
now power to compel an butchers residing in the
surrounding municipalities to slaughter their
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cattle at the city aba.ttoirs, and to pay fees.
That he considered a serious injustice, especially
as the power had been exercised in all directions.
The slaughter-yards from which Emerald Hill
and Bandridge were supplied were situated about
100 yards within the city boundary, but about two
miles from any house in the city, and yet the
butchers at those places had all been fined by the
corporation. He considered the bill should be
agreed to, as it did not interfere with the regulations of the city as regarded the cattle slaughtered
for its use. The corporation argued that they were
entitled to fees for all cattle slaughtered within
a mile of their boundaries, no matter whether
the meat was consumed in the city or not; and
he thought that was more than they were entitled to. He I'hould support the second reading,
reserving to himself to strike out in commhtee
the words "one mile," in the fourth clause.
Mr. STEPHEN said the real difficulty in the
case was, that by the wording of the act sought
to be repealed no person was allowed to slaughter
except at the abattoirs "erected," and it was to
get rid of the misconception of the word .. erected"
that the present bill was rendered necessary.
The whole error was, that the magistratel' trans.'
lated the word " erect" to mean "build," instead
of If establish."
Mr. CHAPMAN supported the second reading
of the bill, as it made provision for the country
municipalities.
Mr. BARTO N opposed the bill, because he found
by acts which had been passed that the corporation ha.d the privilege of erecting abattoirs out of
the city's funds, and, therefore, there should not
be any repudiation of vested interests by that
House. He found that in the act the bill proposed
to repeal the corporation of Melbourne alone wal!o
allowed to build abattoirs, provided sufficient
accommodation was erected; and as that corporation had spent £12,000 on abattoirs, erected in
the most convenient place, he saw no reason why
they should be suddenly, and without reason,
deprived of the fees upon the expectation of
which they had spent their money. His other
objection to the bill was, that its effect would be
to authorize the suburban municipalties in erecting private slaujlhter-houses, which would be a
great nuisance in hot weather. On the part of
North Melbourne, he objected to any set of
butchers having the right to slaughter in private
yards. He challenged any hon. member to show
him that the effect of the bill would be otherwise,
and submltted that it was an act of repudiation.
Mr. GRANT explained that the bill had not
been drawn by himself, but by a member of the
bar filling a hlgh position.
Mr. J. T. SMITH thought that. if the hon.
member for Avoca wished to do his Government any good, he should have sought to ha.ve
helped the municipalities without interfering
with the corporation of Melbourne. Did not
the hon. member know that those rules and
regulations for the abattoirs had received
the assent of the Government, and were
signed by the Chief Secretary? Had not the
whole course of the Government in dealing with
the subject been a monstrous injustice? He did
not suppose that the city of Melbourne was to
have any monopoly, but he knew that the corporation was as anxious as anyone to cheapen the
price of meat. It had been said that the
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present a.battoirs were too far off, but he was
ID
a position to deny that.
Did not
the House see that the whole object of the
bill was, that the restrictions placed upon
the city should be removed from the municipalities, for if the municipalities wanted abattoirs,
why did they not erect proper ones, and have
them used? To show how false was the plea of
the great dIstance of the present abattolrs, he
would inform the House that only a few days
since he had, as chairman of the Essendon Ben('h,
licensed two slaughter-houses there, which had
been built explessly to supply the city. In conclusion, he would say that he did not see why the
Government should loose the municipalities from
the existing restrictions, unless they at the same
time compensated the city for its outlay.
Mr. BJNCLAIR considered the municipality of
Hotham ought never to have asked for liberty
to erect abattoirs in their district, because the
situation of the Melbourne abattoirs was more
convenient to Hotham than any other municipality. He should vote against the bill.
The secolld reading was then agreed to without
a division, and the bill was committed pro
formd.
DISTRICT INSOLVENT COURTS BILL.

Mr. GRANT, in moving the second reading of
this bill, said the measure was substantially the
same as that which was before the Legislature
last session. It would be admitted that most of
the insolvencies which occurred in the colony
were country insolvencies, and he believed that
nine-tenths of them, if they occurred in England,
would come under the jurisdictIOn of the county
court judges, and would be dealt with by them
under the insolvency clauses of the Courts Act.
He believed .. further, that nine-tenths of the inIlolvencies in this country were caused by the
operation of the Imprisonment for Debt Act,
persons being driven by fear of imprisonment to
seek the protection of the Insolvent Court. These
cases were principally from the lDterior, and he
considered they would be more beneficially
treated in the districts where they occurred than
in Melbourne. (Hear, hear.) He believed that
the general rule, !n these country cases, ~as,
that neither the msolvent nor the credltors
attended, that there ~ere little or no as~ets, and
that not the slightest mterest was taken ill any of
the proceedings. He believed, further, that in
those cases in which there were assets, the creditors were unable to attend and prosecute, and
thus there were many instances of fraudulent
debtors escaping, and of there being no o;eans to
punish them. He thought it an extremely hard
case that creditors residing at a distance worn
Melbourne should be compelled to attend the
Insolvent Court in the metropolis to prosecute in
cases of fraud, and he apprehended that many
such cases would be exposed, and the insolvents
punished, if courts were established in the centres
of population in the interior. (Hear, hear.) He
knew that the people in all parts of the country,
and particularly the mhabitants of the gold· fields
townships, were anxious for the establishment
of these courts; and he apprehended thpy were
as much entitled to insolvent courts as Geelong.
(Hear, hear.) He believed the district courts
would be worked with little trouhle and expense,
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and for these reasons be hoped the House would
agree to the I'econq reading of the bill.
Mr. MIUHIE observed that he must vote
against the bill, because it seemed to afford no
security whatever to the large class of Melbourne
merchants who were commonly the largest creditors of up-country debtors.
Mr. GRANT said he forgot to mention that
the second clause provided for the holding of
mt:etings and the administration of estates in
those districts where H three-fourths of the creditors in number and value" resided.
Mr. MICHIE remarked that he was aware
of that clause, but he considered that it would
be no security whatever against the. evils whioh
would arise if the measure passed. It would be
seen, on the perusal of the 2nd clause, that the
burden of proof was upon" three-fourths of the
creditors in number and value" before they
could remove the estate out of the district in
which the sequestration 1 ook place into the
metropolitan or other district where I , three·
fourths of the creditors in number and value"
resided. And, again, there was the provision, that
a debt not exceeding £10 should count merely in
value, and not in number. Now, it commonly
happened, in the case of an up-country insolvent, that there was merely one creditor in
Melbourne-the merchant who was in the
habit of supplying large quantities of goods
to the up· country dealers-and his claim might
amount to £5,000 or £10,000; but, under the
bill, in consequence of there being in the locality
of the insolvency 30 creditors, each of whoee
claims amounted to £10, while there would be
the value, there would not be the number of
Melbourne creditors to warrant the removal of
the estate from the district in which the sequestration took place. (Hear, bear.) At the present time, the disabilities under wbich creditors
laboured were very great; and how much greater
would be those disabilities were the Melbourne
creditors compelled to send their proofs from tbe
metropolis to the district, perhaps 100 or 200
miles away? Considering the meetings necessary for proof of debts, for opposition, for examination, in cases of up-country insolvency,
the estate would, to all intents and purposes,
in the great mdjority of instances, be altogether
taken from the control of tbe Melbourne creditors. (Hear, hear.) Now, the first clause of
the bill provided that in every instance where the
sequestrating creditor had been1 for three months
consecutlvely and immediately preceding the
sequestration of the estate, resident in a particular district, the estate might be sequestrated
in that district, and the administration of the
estate could be taken from that district only at
the instance of (, three·fourths of the creditors
in number and value," if resident in another
district. But it was well known that in the
district where the sequestration took place, all the
minor creditors-a.ll the smaller tradespeople who
trusted the insolvent not much beyond £10must necessarily live; and how very easv would
it be for an insolvent who intended a fraud upon
his creditors to take care that his estate was not
sequestrated until he had incurred a number of
small debts in the dilltrict in which he proposed
filing his schedule? (Hear, hear.) He (Mr.
Michie) looked upon the measure as short-si~hted
in respect to its policy, If Melbourne or any
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other distant creditors found this door left open,
the discovery would tend remarkably to cripple
credit in the remoter districts. Finding the door
Wide open to their possible victimization, they
would be slow to grant large credits to distant
provincial dealers. In fact, they would protect themse~ves by resor.ting, as mucb as possible, to ready· money operations. And thus
honest dealers and traders who had been in the
habit of meeting_their engagements would suffer.
(Hear, he9.r.) He considered that the measure
was altogether incomplete, and involved very
much larger evils tban those which it could ~s
sibly cure. He should, therefore, vote ag&lDSt
the second reading.
Mr. BARTON contended that the hon. and
learned member for St. Kilda had based his argument on the utterly false and mistaken assumption, that the ~reat proportion of the creditors of
country insolvents resided in Melbourne. Possibly, in the case of a very extensive business
firm which became insolvent, the heaviest creditor!! were in Melbourne, but nine-tenths of the
creditors resided in the district wbere the
insolvency took place. (Hear, hear.) The Legislature had long since declared its opinion,
that the whole of the insolvency business of the
colony should not be centralized in Melbourne.
A part of tbe business had been transferred to
Geelong, but he would ask, were Ballarat and
Sandhurst less important than Geelong? Was
Castlemaine to be treated with contempt? Was
the extensil'e district of the Ovens to be obliged
to send down all its insolvency business to Melbourne-a distance that it would be impossible for
a fraudulent insolvent to be pursued ID a proper
manner? (Hear, hear.) There were many cases,
as the merchants of Bal!arat had found to their
cost, of small dealers and shifting miners, who
could well afford to discharge their ha hili ties in a
proper manner, habitually paying their debts
through the Insolvent Court, and simply because
they were aware that they could not be followed
to Melbourne. (Hear, hear.) A Ballarat attorney
told him recently that he was applied to recently
by a. would-be insolvent, who was pressed only
for a debt of some .£3 or ,£4. The attorney suggested to the man to pay the money rather than
go through the insolvency ordeal at a cost of .£8
or £9, but he objected. He had never been
in the Insolvent Court, and he should like
to go through it, to see what it was,
and pay the debt that way. (Laughter.)
It was not the Melbourne merchants, but the
Melbourne lawyers, who objected to this bill, and
for the reason, that they wanted to keep all the
business in their own hands. (Hear, hear.) It
was nothing new for him to dbnounce the centralisation system. He had done so when in
Melbourne, and, he believed, had lost business by
doing so. He was now, however, in a position
to denounce the system, and to gain by denouncing it, and therefore he denounced it with
all the more pleasure. (H Hear, hear," and
laughter.)
Mr. DONALD said he could not allow the
question to pass without saying a word in favour
of the purpose for which the bill was introduced,
because he reprelJented a district which felt peculiarly the evil of having business such as was involved in this question settled at a distance. It
seemed to him that there were two questions in·
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volved, one of law and the other of fact. As
regarded the law of the matter, he could not
profe88 to know anything, and, therefore, he
would not touch upon that point, especially as he
found lawyers differing upon it. But, upon the
question of fact he could speak, and the fact was,
that insolvent courts were much wanted. The hone
and learned member for St. Kildaseemed to think
that Melbourne creditors would find it difficult to
prove their debts if these courts were established;
but he was of opinion that Melbourne creditors
were so few in comparison to the other creditors,
that the a.rgument was not of much weight.
Generally speaking, the Melbourne merchant
dealt with one large storekeeper, and that
one large storekeeper with the smaller merchants and people of the district. The Melbourne merchant woulq therefore have but
few debts up the country. He would only
have the one large stor~keeper to deal
with, while the storekeeper would have the
country debts, and, therefore, he was unable
to see the force of the learned member for St.
Kilda's argument.
Another great Aodvantage
would, in his opinion, follow the establishment
of loc&l insolvency courts: that the credit system
would by that means be fixed upon a better and
firmer basis. The Melbourne merchant himself
would have greater security in his up-country
dealings when he knew that Ius debtor had
a. ready means of recovering his money.
The bill might not meet all the requirements of the case, and it might be necessary to amend it in committee, as he re·
membered was done when a former bill on the
lIame subject was under their consideration. But
thllt could be done, and he thought that, from
the information they now had before them, and
the greater experience which had been gained,
they could easily arrange a good and comprehensive bill. He ft'It that there was a strong necessity for legislation in this matter, and therefore
he would support the second reading of the bill.
Mr. SERVICE said the member for Ballarat
had thought proper to make an attack upon the
Melbourne bar. (Laughter, and a voice-I< The
member for North Melbourne.") He had made
a. mistake; he meant the member for North
Melbourne; but it appeared to him that the hone
member ought rather to have been the member for
Ballarat than for the district he now repreHented.
(" lIear, hear:' and laughter.) The hone member had said that the Melbourne lawyers wanted
to keep the whole of the business amongst themselves, but he ha.d hardly stated the case fairly in
saying so. The Melbourne lawyers did nothing of
the kind; they were qUIte content that the
lawyers of Ballarat and Bendigo should have their
share; and it appeared to him that the remarks
of the member for North Melbourne might be
taken as an appeal on behalf of the lawyers of
Ba1l&r&t &Dd Bendigo. {U Hear, hear," and
laughter.} Nor was he at all wrong in making
that appeal. He was also right in saying that the
merchants of Melbourne dId not object to the
establishment of these local insolvency courts.
(Hear, hear.) On the eontrary, they had
long been in favour of the establishment
of such courts, &Dd the Cha.mber of Commerce eTen declared in their favour liOme
time ago.
lIe believed that the establish·
ment of local insolvency courts, under proper
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regulations, would be supported by every leading
merchant in Melbourne (hear, hear), and it Wall
easy to understand how their support should be
given to the establishment of thell8 courts, from
the simple fact that it would be much easier for
them to recover their debts than it was under the
present system. There was one principle in the
bill, however, at which, he must say, he wa&
horror-struck, the principle of ma.king numbers
predominate.
\fr. GRANT said the principle in the bill was
not a new principle, nor did it differ in any way
from the uSllal principle of insolvency courts.
Mr. SERVICE.-The hone member does not
take the right view of the case. The principle
of local insolvency courts is, that the esta.te shal
be locally administered where the chief creditors
are concerned, and the principle would a.pply to
Melbourne as well as to up-country districts. If
an insolvent in Melbourne had a number of
creditors in Sandhurst, for example, they did
not bring the creditors to Melbourne to
wind up the estate, bnt they took the
insolvent to Sandhurst. Now, all that hey
wanted was to have the bill arranged upon a fair
principle; but the principle upon which that bill
proceeded was monstrous. He might give another
case in point. Suppose, in the case of another
insolvent, there was one creditor in Melbourne to
the amount of '£10,000, and three to the amount
of only .£30 in Sandhurst, the creditor representing
the ,£10,000 would require to go to Sandhurst to
prove his debt, while he maintained that the
reverse should be the case, and that the creditors
representing the small amount should come to
Melbourne. It would be found, too, that in the
great majority of cases the g-reatest amount of
money involved was in Melbourne. Now, he
could only say that if the hone !!entleman intended
to press his bill as it a.t present stood, he would
oppJae it at every stage.
Mr. GRANT would like to know what it was
that was so monstrous in the bill. The only difference was a dIfference of degree, not of principle.
Mr. SERVICE was glad to hear that it was
only a matter of degree. He had been of opinion
that it was a matter of principle, and a very grave
principle, too-that of numbers predominating.
There were a few conditions which ought to be
made apart from thostl he had alluded to;
for instance, it was desirable that all schedules
should in the first insiance be filed in Melbourne,
and that the clerk of the court i1hould have power
to decide, according to the principles contained in
the bIll, where the meetings should be held.
Mr. GRANT said that supposing a man was
confined in Beechworth gaol, he would then have
to wa.it for a week while his schedule was sent to
Melbourne, and another while it was returned,
and thus he would be imprisoned for a fortnight.
Mr. SERVICE thought the majority of inROlvencies did not arise from persons in gaol. (H Yes,
yell.") He wished they were oftener in Iraol-but
not as regarded the poorer class of men; and he
believed the Melbourne merchants were of the
same opinion. If insolvents were not sent to
Melbourne, persons would file fraudulent schedules without reference to Melbourne creditors,
and in many caseR the 8oI!8ets would be divided
without the Melbourne merchant knowing anything about them. He thuught it lWuld be bet-
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ter to pos'pone tbe bill, for they all knew that a
measure had bf'en introduced into the Imperial
Parliament; by SLr Richard Bethell, which had
been rushed into committee by the House of
Commons, and which ill all probability would
arrive in this colony by next montb's mail. He
thought it would be advisable to wait, in order to
have the advantage of that bill. It was not his
intention to oppose the bill, as he was in fa.vour
of local insolvent courts, but he had hls fears that
it would not become law.
Mr. STEPHEN said the bill was substantially
a copy of that carried by him last session; but
there were two vicious alterations in it, namely that part which referred to the adoption by a
commissioner of a recommendation of threefourths of the creditors in numher and value- as
nothing would be easier than for a dishonest
creditor to obtain a number of signatures in
order to ha.ve his estate taken to another district. Then, again, a residence of three calendar
months was sufficient, whereas in his bill it was
six months-three months being too short a
period. In his bill he propoAed that the county
court judges should be appointed commissioners,
whereas the Government said the judges for each
"circuit district," which looked as if they intended to makA fresh appointments.
Mr. GRANT said the hon. member must know
that a grea.t deal of the insolvency business went
througil the sheriff's hands. He did not intend
to i.ncur any additIOnal e"pense.
)Ir. STEP HEN then went on to say that the
bill was most crude, and did not contain a great
deal of machinery which was necessary. At the
present moment any insolvent could leave out
creditors from his schedule, and yet when he wa.'1
cartificated he had discharged all his debts; so
that a man owing hnndreds of pounds in Melbourne could slip oft to some country district,
~et into de.bt, and pass through the court without
the Melbourne creditors knowing anything about
the circumstance. He thought at this late period
of the ses!!.ion it was inexpedient to inrroduce the
present bill, and he should therefore move that
It be read a second time that day six months.
Mr. LEVI seconded the amendment.
Mr. BROD rE was astonished that the amendment should have been moved by the same hon.
member who nine months ago introdllced a
similar bill. The hon. member had not given
one reason for the cOllrse he had adopted, and,
therefore, he concluded the hon. member had
taken the extraordinary conrse from disappointment at 80mehorly else having the honour of intr lducinlZ' the bill
Mr. STEPHEN said he had explained his
reasons already. LfLISt year his bill had been
thrown out by the other branch of the Legislature;
and he considered it better to wait until they ha:!
the benefit of Sir Richard Bethtlll's bill.
Mr. BRODIE undertltood, at an earlier part of
the evening, that what wa~ done by the Upper
House should have no influence upon the actions
of hon. members. (Hear, hear.) He was "lad
to hear t hat merchants were in favour of district
loca.l oourts, as it frequently happened that property in the country was sacrificed by the agents
of the Melbo:une assignees, who sometimes knew
nothin~ of the property that was sold, or the
vlIlue "f it. He had known numerOU8 instances
in whith tha.t Wd.S done, and also where property

was suppressed by insolvents. The great question
to be decided was, whether local creditors should
have the power of administerin~ estates of which
they knew something, or wheth",r power should
be given to a person who knew nothing concern·
ing them, and who was liable to make great mistakes. Under the impres!lion that the bdl would
have, practically, a good effect, he should support
the second reading of It.
Mr. GILLIES expressed bimself in favour of
local insolvent court", considerin~ that they
would have the effect of checking the increase of
insolvencie3 in the country, as the persons who
passed through the court would be closely watched
by the local creditors. The reasons urged against
the bill, that the Upper House would not pass it,
and that a general measure was passing through
the Imperial Parliament, were most frivolous, and
if allowed, the House might give up legislating
altogether. He was satisfied that the Melbourne
merchants would be large gainers by the bill as
it was then constituted, although, if it were
thought proper, great alterations might be made
in commiltee.
Mr. M'LELLAN had expected that in a House
composed chiefly of Melbourne merchants and
Melbourne lawyers, the bill would meet with great
opposition, and he had not been dil!appointed.
He knew of many estates in his own locality that
would h!J,ve paid 15s. in the pound had there
been a local insol vent court, whereas they now
rarely paid anything, the assets being absorbed
in expenses. Times were changed from what
they were, and the majority of creditors to a.
country tradesman were not resident in Melbourne.
Altogether, a class of country merchants had sprung up to whom those insolvents
were chiefly indebted. He hoped the second
reading would pass, and that, if alterations were
desirable, they would be made in committee.
Mr. CAT HIE ha.d expeCted opposition to the
bill, because where the carcas was, there would
the eagles be gathered together. (A laugh.) He
was in favour of the hIll, and pointed to the
agency of the official assignee in Ba.llarat as
somethin~ which should be put down. On one
occasion, he said he ha.d been at the expense of
sending a special agent to Melbourne to get his
dividend, and yet the agent of the official assignee
insisted upon the payment of his rel(ular fee,
although he had not collected the money. Besides, the rail roads would shortly be opened, and
a class of merchants would be formed in the
country districts who would monopolize all the
busine8fl, so that Melbourne merchants would
h"ve little to fear or little to expect from loeal
insolvent courts. He was in favour of the seoond
reading.
l\lr. JO IINSTON suggested that the debate
should clo~e, as every hon. member seemed in
favour of the bill. (Hear, hear.)
Mr. LEVI did not doubt that local insolvent
courts would confer great benefits, but the
present time was hardly the rillht one to bring
the que!ltion on. The hon. Commissioner of
Public Works had added his (Mr. Levl's) name
to a committee to con!>ider the subject of insolvency, and he (Mr. Grant) might as well have
waited till that committee had fiOlShed its labours.
He reminrled the House of the measure now passin~ through the English Parliament, at the same
t me expressing a cO!lviction that, had it not been
8 G
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for a recent country tour, the House would
never have heard of this bill. (Heal', hear.) The
present; act, too, was In so unsatisfactory a state,
tha.t he was strongly inclined to believe that to
extend its working would be to make matters
worse. In faat, expenses would be increased,
without anything like a corresponding increase of asset!!. By a provisicn of the 2nd clau!le
of the original bill, it was plain that a man might
in 12 months go through all the local courts,
without ever once being heard of in Melbourne;
and this was a prospective evil of no small extent. Ma.ny other reallons induced him to support the amendment; but the main one was the
regulation respecting three·quarrers of the
creditors, which he was satisfied would open
a door to a vast amount of inconvenience
and totally unnecessary expense; for in many
cases a Melbourne creditor might be reQuired to be in three or four places in one day.
If within a short space of time an entirely new
and comprehensive bill were introduced, and such
alterations as were necessary made in committee,
as he believed would be the case, a. far greater
good would be obtained.
Mr. HUM. FFRA Y thought the last speaker was
erring when he said the Melbourne merchant
would be put to vast inconvenience in proving
cuontry debts, for it was well known that all
large merchants had their travellers and agents.
Moreover, the large Melbourne creditor could
better afford to go up the country than a small
country creditor could afford to come down to
Melhourne.
Many country traders would
n~ver file a schedule a.t all if they thoul!ht
they were to be subjected to the severe crossexamination of local creditors; and this was
an important consideration. It was insulting to
the intelligence of the countrv districts to talk
of Melbourne merchants as if there were no
others. The time for such talk had passed,
and he hoped the House would see that. He
should support the second reading.
Mr. HOOD was astonished to see that most of
the arguments for the bill were based on the as·
sumption that all country insolvencies were
fraudulent. He saw no great hardship in the
few country creditors having to prove in Melbourne; for unless I heir debts were dIsputed they
could do all that was required by an agent. The
argument, if such It could be called, cut both
wayll, and it was just as reasonable to say that
Melbourne merchants should have to go to the
country to sue Iheir creditors for ordinary debts,
as that they should go there to prove them in an
insolvent efltate. He had been through the goldfields a good deal lately • and found that the complaint there among traders who boil Irh t their
goods in Melbourne, was, that the Melbourne
merchants undersold them; and he ar~ued from
that that the system of up-country merchants did not anllwer, and never had.
In conclusion, he would observe t.hat. taking all
the imolvents in the colony from 1856, 93 per
cent. of the debts entered in the schedules were
owing in Mtllbourne.
l\lr. CHAPMAN waR willing to accept the
mea!lltre, if not ~prfect, all an im,t}l.lment of
tlOmething better in the way of local supervision.
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The question was then put, and the second
reading was carried, without a division.
The bill was afterwards committed pro formd,
the further consideration in committee being
deferred until Tuesday next.
MELBOURNE AND SUBURBAN RAILWAY ACT
AMENDMENT BILL.
Mr. O'SHANASSY, in moving the seoond
reading- of this bill, observed that, under the
present act, the property of the company
would ve!'lt in the Government from and after
the 24th Ma.y. This arose from the fact that
when the project was first s'arted the proprietors
consented that, in the event of a double line not
being completed by the time named, the undertaking should vest. in the Government. It had
been found impossible to complete the work in
the time. The original estimate for the double
line from Melbourne to St. Kilda was £300,000,
bu t there was a grea.t difference between ene:ineers'
calculations and actual cost, as already £360,000
had been expended on the works. A double line
had heen made for a large portion of the distance;
trains were conRtantl) running to and fro; thers
was a large traffic; and, from the arrangements
made, no accident was likely to occur. Under
these circumstances, the company asked to be
placed in the same position in which the St.
Kilda and Brighton Rail way Company were
placed last year. With these observations, he
begged to move the second reading of the bill,
reminding hon. members tha.t any objections
which might be urged could be heard before the
select committee.
Mr. AMSINCK seconded the motion.
l\lr. GRANT said he should offer no opposition
to the second reading, but contemplated proposing the addition of some new clauses.
The motion was then agreed o.
MELBOURNE AJIT:;) ESSEN DON RAILWAY ACT
EXTENSION BILL.
On tbp. motion of Mr. KING, this bill, after
observations from Mr. GRANT (who prot9sted
that the assent of the Government to the psssage
of the measure was not to be construed here"fter
to mean that claims made by the company would
be concetled) and Mr. GREEVES, was read a third
time a.nd passed.
SURVEYS IN GOLD-FIELDS IHSTRICTS.
On the motion of Mr. CHAPMAN, the proposition on this subject standing in the name of that
hon. member was discha.rged from till! piper.
DIVORCE BILL.
Mr. GREEVES, in moving the sap-ond reading
of this bill, said it was precisely the same
measure as that passed lI,,~t sessi'lD, with the
exception of the cla.use declaring four years'
desertion a ground for divorce, which was now
omItted.
The motion was agreed to without comment,
and the committal of the bill was made an order
of the day for Tuesday.
The remainillg business on the papf'r was then
po,;tponeo, and the House adjourntd at 20 mi·
nutes t.o 1. o'clock.
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SIXTIETH DAY, TUESDAY, APRIL 30, 1861.
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.
The ACTING· PRESIDENT took the chair at 2
minute. past 4 o'clock, and read the usua.l
prayer.
'.rIlE ADDRESS TO MAJOR-GENERAL PRATT.
The ACTING-PRESIDENT announced tha.t
he had received from Major-General Pratt the
following reply to the address agreed to by the
House :U Head-quarters, Melbourne, April 27, 1861.
It Sir,-I have the honour to acknowledge the
receipt of a resolution of the Legislative Council,
conveying their congra'ulatioD8 on my return
from Ne"" Zealand, and their thanks for havin~,
under Providence, brought hostilities to an
honourable, and, it may be hoped, a final issue;
and, farther, requesting me to convey to Commodore Seymour and the naval persons under
his command, and to the officers and soldiers of
all arms, the high sense the House entertains cf
their bravery, and its deep sympathy for the
widows and children of those who have fallen
durin~ the war.
" I beg that you will express to the honourable
House my most sincere thanks for the honour
which has been conferred upon me, and the
pleasure that it will give me to convey to the
troops of all arms and services the opinion which
it enter;ains regarding them.
" I have the honour to be, Sir,
U Your most obedient humble servant,
"T. J. PRATT, Major-General Commanding.
"The hon. the Acting-President of the Legislative CounciL"
On the motion of Mr. HULL, the reply of
l\Iajor- General Pratt was ordered to be recorded
on the proctledings of the House.
PAPERS.
Mr. FRASER laid on the table a copy of a
despatch from the Secretary of State for the Colonies, respecting the act for securing the freedom
o! the deIiberat!ons of Parliament and preventing
dIsorderly meetmgs ; a return of friendly societies
regist~red during the year 1860; and a return
(supphed pursuant to the motion of Mr. M'Crae
on the 19th March) showing the free railway
passes issued during 1860.
VICE· REGAL VISIT.-ASSENT TO BILLS.
The USHER here announced the approach of
His Excellencr the Governor, who attended, purs';lant to appolDt~ent~ for the purpose of giving
hls assent to certam bllls.
_ His Ex.celIency, attired in uniform, and wearmg the rlbbon of the Bat h, and attended by his
aide-de-camp, Captain Bancroft, entered the
House at half-past 4 o'clock. Being seared Ilis
Excellency desired a message to be convey~d to
the Legislative Assembly, requesting their attendance.
After the lapse of a few minutes, the Speaker
of the Legislative Assemblyappeared, and was
accommodated with a sea.t within thu House.

The Speaker was attended by the sergeant-atarms (wi1h the mace) and the other officers of
the Lower House, and was accompanied by a.
large number of hone members.
The GOVERNOR then formally gave his !J.88ent
to the Recovery of Debts Act Amendment Bill
and the Pieuro-pneumonia Bill; after which, His
Excellency bowed and retired.
TOBACCO FOR SHEEP-WASHING.
Mr. J. HENTY gave notice that, on Tuesday,
he would move for a return of the tobacco which
had been taken from bond during the year 1860,
for Lhe purposes of sheep-washing.
THE LAW OF REAL PROPERTY.
Mr. ROLFE, pursuant to notice, asked the
hon. member representing the Government if the
Government intended to bring in a measure this
session similar to Torrens's Real P,operty Act,
now in operation in South Australia?
Mr. FRASER said he had not been put in
possession of any answer to the hoo. member's
question. (" Oh, oh,")
THE APPROPRIATION OF THE PUBLIC MONEYS.
Mr. COLE called attention to what appeared
to him to be a very important omission which had
taken place in the practice of the House in the
last and previous sessions. Hon. members were
aware that the Appropriation Act could only be
accepted or rejected by the IIouse- no alteration
could be made in it. But it appeared that this
difficulty was met in the Legislature of the
mother country by sundry small bills being sent
up from the House of Commons to the House of
Lords early in each session. This practice, he
thought, might well be followed in this colony.
The ACTING-PRESIDENT said, if the hone
member intended to make a motion on the subject, he must give notice of his intention.
. Mr. COLE replied that he merely called the
attention of the House 10 the subject in order
that it should not be said, when he brought forward his motion, that the HOWle had been taken
by surprise.
.
Mr. BENNETT concurred in the remarks of
the hon_ member; and intimated his intention,
when the House was in a position to go on with
business, to move for a retUl n of all moneys expended since the 1st January last, under the
different departmenta.l heads; and then, no
doubt, he should feel it his duty to suggest to the
House not to go on with any business until the
Government had brought down an Act of Indemnity.
THE DEFENCES OF THE COLONY.
Mr. HULL complained that two questions
standing in his name, which were put on the
16th inst., and which might have been answered
in ~4 hours, had not yet been rephed to by the
Government. He begged to give notice that, on
the following day, he would'ask the hon. memb. r
representing the Government whether any Qon,"
munication had been received by the Govern-
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ment from the Governor with reference to the
defencele3s state of the colony?
MELBOURNE AND ESSENDON RAILWAY ACT
AMENDMENT BILL.
This bill was brought up from the Legislative
A88embly.
Mr. BENNETT moved that a mesl'lage be sent
to the Legislative Assembly for a copy of the
proceeding-s which had taken place before 1he
Parliamentary Committee in reference to this
hill.
The motion was put and carried.
STATE AID TO RELIGION ABOLITION BILL.
This bill was brought up from the Legislative
A!'sembly.
Petitions in favour of the bill were pre~ented
by ,Mr. FAWKNER, from inhabitants of WarrTllI.mh()ol and the surrounding districts; and by
Mr. COLE, from the members of the Congregational Church, Williamstown.
Mr. FRASER moved that the bill be now read
a first time, and printed.
Mr. ROLFE seconded the motion.
Mr. BENNETT proposed, as an amendment
that the House do now adjourn. He could ha.v~
wished that Mr. FraRer had postponed his reso·
lution until after the notices of morion SI andingin the names of Mr. Hull a.nd Mr. Strachan had
been disposed of, because he considered tbat
motions of private members, and business having
no connexion with proceedings which had taken
plll.ce in the other branch of the Legislature
might be considered in the absence of the hon:
member representing the Government. Although
hlS amendment only went to the adjournment of
the House, yet he considered it due to the dignity
of the House that' hey should go a step further
and petition the Governor on this matter.
would be neither unprecedented nor unparJiamentary for this Hou!;e to send an appeal to the
Governor, asking His Excellency why it was that
the House had been left without a representative
for so long a period? However, he was not in a
position to take that step now. It was a step
which he should not like to take un advisedly. He
would, therefore, content himReIf simply by
moving, with leave, that the House do now adjourn for a week.
Mr. PAWKNER seconded the motion.
Mr. 1<'RASEH. said, while agreeing with many
of Mr. Bennetl's remarks, he must object to the
motion for adjournment. He con&idered the hon.
member, while so tenacious of the dignity of the
House, instead of maintaining it, was lowering
that dignity. The hon. member I'oug-ht to pre·
vent the Hou!le going on by means of a motion
which a,ppeared likely to become perpe' ual motion, and thus it seemed 1hat he bad found out a
secret which had not heen discovered before.
(Laughter.) He (Mr. Fraser) considered that by
this delay injustICe waR being done to the
counTry. (Hear, hear.) It was hIS desire merely
to advance the business a stage preparatorily to
that day week, when it was expec· ed the hon.
member replesenting the Government would be
in bi8 place.
Mr. BE '\ NETT observed that, aR his motion
was opposed, he would give notice that next day
hc would move that the House do adjourn to that
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day week; and having given that notice he
would move that the House do now adjourn:
Mr. FAWKNER seconded the moion fo
adjournment. The memhers of the Government
judging from their behaviour to this branch of
the Legislature, had been thrust into a position
for which they were not fitted. He objected to
that House being looked upon merely as the
slaves o.f the Legi8lative Assembly. The House
was an mteg-ral part of the Parliament of Victoria, and its members ought to let the Government know that they stood upon their rights.
(Hear, hear.)
Mr. STRACHAN urged Mr. Fraser to with
draw his opposition to Mr. Bennett'!' original pro
pos.ition. The opposition was perfectly useless
seemg that hon. members were unanimous.
Mr.FRASER.-I doubt that.
Mr. STRACHAN said, in the event of a division, the House would a.djourn to the following
day merely to adjourn to that day week.
Mr. l!~ELLOWS contended that the busine88 of
the IIouRe ought not to be delayed simply because
of the absence of the hon. member representing
the Government. Whose fault was it that that
absencll was now the subject of complaint? Why
it was the fault of that House. (Cries of·f No.")
They gave him leave of absence for a month OD.
the understanding that be would be absent for a
month. (A voice.-" He wag already gone.")
No; he was in the House at the time.
Mr. 'HULL observed that the hon. member was
incorrect. Mr. A'Beckett was stated to have
already left. (A voice.-" He had already sailed.")
Mr. FELLOWS, in continuation, ~aid that at
all f,vents the hon. member was in the House at
the time of the notice of moti'ln for his leave of
absence being given; and baving givfn this
leave, why should an objection to the hon. member's absence be raised now? The proceedin~
seemed nothing less than a desire to dictate to the
Gov('rnment to introduce some new member into
'he Cabinet. What were the arguments broug-ht
forward in support of the motion? Why that
certain questions, for800th, had not been answered.
The privilege of questioning was not limited-one
hon. member might give nO'ice of question to
another hon. member any day he pleased--but
surely every hon. member was not compelled to
give an answer? However, if any hou. members
took umbrage at theIr questions not beinl( answered, why did they not follow up the matter by
pu:ting a motion upon the paper? (A voice... It has heen done.") He was not aware of it.
Mr. HULL said, on the 16th April he moved
for a return of the defensive works undertaken
under Captain Scratchley's superintendence. He
had no desire to use language not parliamentary,
but he would remind hon. members that thf're
was such a word as .. impeachment" in the dictionary.
Mr. FELLOWS observed that the motion referred to \\'as only one, and that was made as
recently as the 16th April. He supposed some
time must he allowed for making up the returns,
and he would remind the House that only a
fortnight had passed since the motion was
agreed to. (Hear, hear.) LIon. members talked
of the dignity of the House. He did not des~re
to depreciate that dignity I at the same time he
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did not think it well to be always talking about
it. (Hear, hear.) He would remind hon. members that if anybody brought forward a measure
without giving satisfactory reasons why it should be
proceooed with, the Rouse knew how to deal with
it. This observation applJed with equal force to
the bill of a private member and a measure of
the Government. (Hear, hear.) He did not see
the necessity for the House going any further
thllol1 the necessities of the case required. To do
SO-aDd he said this with all respect-would be
the height of absurdity, The House could not
refuse to legislate simply because somebody did
not do what hon. members considered his duty
to\ll!ards the House. Were they to attempt this,
FO far from supporting their dif{nity, or elt:vating
it in the eyes of the country, they would be
, guilty of nothmg less than a most absurd .,;trike,
to which the Eight-Hours movement would be as
nothing. (Laughter.)
Mr. }j'AWKNER remarked that the argument
which the House had just heard was thllot of a
lawyer. (A laugh.)
Mr. ROLFE considered that, at. all times,
there should be two members of the Govern'lJtnt
in the Legislative Council. But whHe of this
opinion, he was not disposed to go with :Mr.
Bennett in postponing the busineRs of the
country for any indefinite time; or, rather, until
the return of Mr. A'Be('kett. lIon. members
were there to represent their constituents and
not the deficien.;ies of the Government. (Hear,
hear.)
The HO\lse divided on the question of adjourn.
ment, when there appeared- Contents".
.,.
... 11
Non· contents '"
". 9
Majority for the adjournment ...
The following is the divmon·list:-

2

CONTENTS.

Mr.
-

Bennett
Bhcl(
C"le
Coppln

)!r Degraves
Mr. St.ra.chan
- Fawkner
- Sutherland
- 8. G Menty - Thomson
- Hlghett.
NON ·CONTENTS.

lIr Fellow8
Dr. Hope
Mr, Miller
- Fraser
Mr. Hull
- KooortsoD.
- HeLty, J.
- Kenneily
- Holfe_
The House rose at 20 minutes past 5 o'clock.

•
LEGISLATIVE ASSEl\1BLY.
The SPEAK.ER took the chair at 28 minutes
pa.;t. 4 o'clvck.
ROYAL ASSENT TO BILLS.
The SERGEANT-AT-ARMS announcE"d to the
Speaker that the Utiher of the Black Rod was in
at!endance, with a message from His Excellency
the Governor.
Upon the same being announced to the

HOlll;e,

The USHER of the BLACK ROD attended and
nque>;t~d tht: presence of the Legislative ASRem.
b~y in tile other ~ou~~, where His Exctlllcncy
WcI.S p!cstmt to gm: hlB assent to certain bills.
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The Speaker accordingly left the chamber,
attended by the St;rgeant·at-Arms, the Clerkll
of the House, the members of t.he Government
and other hon. members.
On their return, at 25 minutes to 5 o'clock,
The SPEAKER informed the UoU!~e that the
Royal assent had been given to the Rec(wery of
Debts Bill and the Pleuro·pneumonia. Bill.
THE POLICE.
Mr. KING gave notice that, on the following
day, he would ask the Chief Secretary, whether
any communic8tions had bee,n recp.ived fr?ID
Captain M'Mahon on the subJect of the Police
Department; and, if so, whether Ihe same would
be laid on the table of the House?
GEELONG AND BALLARAT RAILWAY.
Mr. CATHIE gave notice that, on the f6'!lowing day, he would a!:lk the President o_f the Board
of Land and Works, whether It was llltended to
open the Geelong and Ballarat Railway in November; if not, when? Also, if there were any
obstacles to the line bemg then opened; and
whether it would be opened all far as 13akery Hill,
or Soldlers' Hill?
DISTILLATION OF SPIRITS.
Mr. LALOR, without IJOtice, asked the Commisllioner of Trade IIoI1d UU!'tOlHS, when the U~
yernment intended to bring in a. bill on the suoject of distillation in th~ colony, and for the
purpose of imposing a -duty upon spirits manufactured in dIe colony?
Mr. LOADER said it was his intention to give
a notice of moLlon on thtl Ilubject thllot e\enwg.
PAPERS.
The SPEAKER announced that the Chief
Secretary hllod laid upon ,he table the follo\\'ing
papers :-Reply to a question put by Dr. Macadam, for correspondellce With the trwHees of the
PublIc Library concerning additional accomm~
dation; and first report of the Pit:uro·pneumonia.
Commissioners. •
fHE BEER BILL.
Mr. HENDER80N presented a petition from
certain mintJrs, storekeepers, &c., at 8andhurst,
in favour of the Beer Bill.
The same was received, and ordered to lie on
the table.
COMMONAGE AT SALE.
Mr. JOHNSON, pursuant to nolice, asked the
Commil>sioner of Crown Lands and Survey, on
whose application the town curumun for the ~own
ship of Sale Wall granted?
Mr. BROOKE, in reply, said that no applica
tion was received for the proc1amatiun of a town
common at Sale. The area of the common in
quelltion was com~uted on the same prinCiple a.s
that adopted for regulating the areas of all other
town commons throughout the colony-namely,
provision for the depalSturiug of one head of
t'tock for every five mhabitallLN. In the case of
Sale, the populatlOn was reported to be 330, and
the number of acres requisite 10 !'upport a bea.~t
three; which data caus.:d the area uf the town
common for Sale to be 198 acre", such common
being the town common within the meahing of
sec. 69 of 24 Vic., No. 117, and therefore an
addition to the ordinary commonage afforded by
the unappropriated Crown lands within the towu
boundary.
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Mr. HEDLEY wished to know, whetber all
the 198 acres were available for commonage; because he had beeR given to understand that there
were only about 60 acres which were not scrub?
Mr. BROOKE said that, in order to ascertain
the quality of the land, the Government took the
precaution to make inquiries of the district surveyors. The officer in charge of the district in
question reported that three acres would carry
one beast.
Mr. HEDLEY asked, whether the commonage
was granted on the recommendation of the surveyor alone?
Mr. BROOKE said the surveyor was not
asked how much common~e should be granted,
but merely as regarded the grazing capa.bIlities
of the land and its convenience for the inhabitants.
MOUNT ALEXANDER RAILWAY.

Mr. HOOD gave notice that, on the following
day, he would move for a copy of the specifications and calculations made by Mr. Murritt
during his recent inspection of the Mount Alexander line, and the report made by that gentle·
man.
IMPROVEMENT OF THE LAW.

Mr. WOOD gave notice that, on the following
day, he would move for leave to introduce a bill
to amend the Statute of Frauds, the acts relating
to the limitations of acts and the common law
pracrice, and for the improvement of the law in
other respects.
TERRITORIAL MAGISTRATES.

Mr. SERVICE gave notice that, on Thursday, he would ask the Chief Secretary, whether
the Attorney-General proposed to take any steps
to discountenance the pi actice of territorial
magistrates taking their seats out of the districts in whi\Jh they reside on days fixed for
granting publicans' licences, and transacting
purely local business ?
DISTILLATION OF SPIRITS.

Mr. LOADER gave notice that, on the following day, he would move that the House, on
Friday, consider the following resolutions in
committee :"That, in order to encourage distillation in
Victoria, the following licence-fees shall be
charged: - For every licence to keep a still for
distlllation purposes, £10; for medical or scientific
purposes and for distilling perfumes, and manufacturing acids, naptha, &c., £2; for the use of a
still for the distilla.tion of hrandy from grapes
for fortifying wines, £5; for the distillation of
brandy from grapes for sale or exportation. .£10."
THE YARRA BEND ASYLUM.

Mr. MOLLISON, pursuant to notice, asked
the Chief Secretary 1f he would lay upon the
table of the House the report of the chief medieal officer on the asylum a.t the Yarra Bend for
the year 1860 ?
Mr. HEALES said the report had not yet been
received by the Government.
ELECTORAL ROLL COLLECTORS.

The following question, standing in Mr.
Cathie's name, was ruled out of order by the
Speaker:-
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,. To ask the hone the Chief Secretary the
reason why the electoral roU collectors of East,
West, and North Melbourne have not yet received their money, and whether the delay is to
be attributed to neglect on the part of the Chief
Secretary, the under secretary, or to Mr. Ware.
the clerk of the department !"
GOLD·FIELDS PROCLAMATION.

Mr. CARPENTER asked the Commissioner of
Mines the number of the clause in the Goldfields Act which empowered him to proclaim the
notice which appeared in the last issue of the
Government Gnzette?
Mr. HUMFFRAY said, he thought he had answered the question on a previous night satisfactorily. He would refer the hon. member to the
3rd and 4th clauses of the Gold-fields Act. The
hon. member ought to know that the covenants
of leases would go 80 far as to forfeit leases if
the covenants were not adhered to.
KAOLINE.

Mr. HOOD postponed the question standing
in his name wirh reference to this substance until
FrIday, as he had been informed that the infor..
mation was not prep'a.red.
GEELONG AND BALLARAT RAILWAY.

Mr. FRAZER gave notice that, on Wednesday, he would 8.Fk a series of questions with
reference to the Geelong and Ballarat Railway.
PROTECTION TO FISHERIES.

Mr. HOOD, without notice, wished to direct
the attention of the Government to the fact that
two years ago there were two acts-one, he believed. introduced by the hon. member for
Dundas-passed by the Legislature for the preservation of fish. He was given to understand
that those acts had been almost dead letters, and
that fish were at present netted both in the Saltwater and Yarra rivers, in contravention of the
acts. He wished to know from the Government
whether they were aware that proper precautions
had not been taken to carry out the acts?
Mr. BROOKE said that the acts were, to a
certain extent, defective, and the Government.
had no power to remedy the evil. When the
House had leisure, no doubt some hon. member
would take the matter in hand.
Mr. MOLLISON said the bill he had ta.ken
charge of was the Oyster Fisheries Bill. That act
was now in operation, and the Government were
granting licences under it. The hon. member for
Belfast referred to another bill-the Fisheries
Bill.
GOLD· FIELDS RESERVOIRS.

Mr. DONALD gave notice that, on Thursday,
he would ask the Commissioner of Mines certain
questions with regard to the reservoirs-when
they would be completed. and how it was proposed
to manage them?
BUSINESS LICENCES.

Mr. WOODS gave notice that, on the following
day, he would move that the memorial of the
inha.bitants of Pleasant Creek, in reference to
licence-hunting, be taken into consideration.
MELBOURNE AND SUBURBAN RAILWAY.

Mr.O'SHANASSY gave notice that, on the
following day, he would move that f,be Melbourne
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and Suburban Railway Bill be referred to a select namely, the essays upon the culture of the vine.
He had those essays in bis possession; he had read
committee.
them, and believed them to be very useful; and he
ST. KILDA AND BRIGHTON RAILWAY.
beheved the public had been benefited by that
Mr. KING gave notice that, on Tuesday next, effort. With regard to the succeeding essays,
he would mo\'e that the St. Kilda and Brighton they were on manufactures, agriculture, and
Extension Railway Bill be taken into consi- mining, and they were adjudicated upon by the
deration.
Royal Society. They were not published, and,
SUPPLY.
until they [were it was impossible to say of what
value
they were. He thought an annual vote
The House then resolved itself into a Oomwould not be necessary.
mittee of Supply.
Mr. HUMFFRAY, as one of the judges, was
CHARITABLE INSTITUTIONS.
in a somewhat different position from that of his
Mr. YERDON moved, that the Treasurer be hon. colleague, inasmuch as he was able to state
authorized to make advances to charitable in- that these essays when published would be found
6titutions receiving aid from the stale, provided to contain very valuable information indeed.
that the amount advanced shall not exceed 25 (Hear.) He regretted they hao:1 not been already
per cent. of the sum proposed 1.0 be granted in printed, as, in all probability, if the suggestions
-each case. He considered that sum would be contained in them were ca.ried out the country
would be paved some thousands of pounds.
Bufficient to meet all pressing reqUlrements.
Mr. DUFFY reminded the committee that one
The motion was carried, without remark.
part of the Government scheme for immigration
The following items w~re then agreed to:- was, that agents should circulate pamphlets at
Protection of aboriginals, £5,000; collection, &c., home on the resources of this country. He
of electoral roll, £20,000; collection of the census should like to be informed if any such pamphlets
for 1861, £20,000.
were prepared, and if a portion of this vote might
BOTANIC GARDENS.
not be appropriated for the purpose? There was
scarcely
a paper published at home in which there
Mr. VERDO N then moved that '£2,000 be
was not a paragraph stating where pamphlets
granted for the Botanical Gardens at Geelong.
Mr. HOOD asked if there was any sum on the setting forth the wealth and capabIlities of Ca.nada
Estimates for botanical gardens elsewhere, except could be had for application, and he thought a
Melbourne and Geelong? He had not seen any, portion of this vote might be devoted to a similar
but in previous sessions it had been usual to grant purpose. (Hea.r.)
Mr. HEALES said the Government had it
small sums.
Mr. VERDON said that £1,000 was put down in contemplation to prepare pamphlets on this
subject, intended for free circulation in the home
on page 51 for botanical gardens generally.
coulltries. (Hear, hear.)
The vote was then a~reed to.
Mr. BROOKE observed, that the Government
PRIZE ESSAYS.
of Canada had these pamphlets prepared and
Mr. VEBDOY moved that.£600 be granted for circulated in connexion with the Great Exhibiprize es~ays on subjects connected with the re- tion of 1851. If this vote were granted, he
thought something of a similar kind might be
sources of Victoria.
Mr. MIC HIE wished to know whether that done with reference to the Exhibition of 1862,
vote was to be an annual one, and what benefit in which not only the information contAined in
the prize essays, but other information in the
was expected from it ?
Mr. BROOKE said the sum had been pro- possession of the Government, might be set forth.
posed to be expended upon }Jrize essays, the (Hear, hear.)
Mr. AMSINCK also considered that it would be
Royal Society awarding the prize". He believed the essays were of a valuable character. most desirable to give this information to the
(CO No.")
people at home. He knew the secretAry of the
Mr. MICHIE.-Has the hone member read Canada Company, and he was aware that there
was not a single scrap of information connected
any of them?
Mr. BROOKE.-He had not perused any of with that country that was not circulated amongst
them, aud he believed the hon. member who the entire British population, and he believed
said U No," had not read any of them.
if a similar thing could be done with regard to
Mr. MICHIE thought some other hon. member this country it would be found extremely useful.
should have been prepared to answer for the value (Hear, hear.)
of the essays, as the hon. member admitted that
Mr. CARPENTER thou!lht that practical
he had not read any of them. He could easily miners ought to be appointed to re~ these
conceive that when a vote of the description was mining essays, instead of men not acquainted
passed, a number of gentlemen could go to the with mining - Public Library, and cramm,and turn out, 3880 liteMr. HUMFFRAY did not at that moment
rary Article, an extremely respectable production; recollect the names of the other judges, but Probut he submitted that an essay, to be of any use, fessor M'Coy was one.
should be written by a practical man (hear,
Mr. CARPENTER said if anyone member of
hear}-otherwise it was such a sort of dilettanti the community had. done more injury to the
country
than 8nother it was Professor M'Coy.
thing that the money spent upon it would be
thrown away.
That gentlemAn had, when on the Mining ComMr. O'SHAN ASSY said that he WacI one of mission, reported that below a certain depth no
the originAtors of the vote, but certainly had not gold would be found. He (Mr. Carpenter) had.
intended that it should be an annual vote. lIe contradicted the statement at the time. and
might refer to the instance of the first essays, events had &ince proved he was right, as reefs
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were now worked on Bendigo as deep as 400ft.
and 500ft., from one of which, as this week's Argus
reported, there was a yield of 500z. to the ton
from eight tons. Therefore, he said, this gentleman was not competent to give an opinion.
Mr. HUMFFRA Y observed that the subject of
the prize essays was not the finding of gold, but the
extraction of '!old from tbe quar: z. The judg-es
were Mr. Selwyn, Profe~sor M'Coy, aud Mr.
Hodgkinson. He concurred with the bono member for Mandurang, that injury was done to the
country by the reporc of ProfeAsor M'Coy, and
that good service was rendered by the hon. member (\fr. Carpenter) contradicting it as he had
done at the time.
Mr. HOOD supported the vote. He had read
the only essay that was published, together with
the various criticisms on it-which were still more
valuable-and he had no doubt that good would
remIt from continuing this sum on ,he Estimates. (Hear.)
The vote was then agreed to.
GRANTS TO MECHA.NICS IN3TITUTE9.

-Mr. VERDON then moved that a sum of
£2,000 be granted "in aid of the purchase of
books for mecbanics' institutes or other pUblic
libraries managed by local bonies, and wbich are
alrea.dy established, or may be established, in
country districts; grants to be made in propor·
tion to sums to be collected bv private subscrip.
tions, or lot!al ra'es, durin~ 1861; no grant ex·
ceedinl! £~OO to be paid to anyone library. Provided that no grant be made to any such institution already established, or to be establishtld, in
Melbourne or within 10 miles thereof."
Mr. ANDERSON moved, as an amendment,
tbat the proviso affecting Melbourne, " or within
10 miles thereof," be struck out. There were
many institutions within that distance which required aid as much as those at a greater distance.
(Hear.)
Mr. HOWARD tbougbt tberewas every facility,
by good roads, railways, &c., for people within
a sbort distance to get to the Melbourne Public
Library, and therefore he was opposed to the
amendment. At the same time, there was not a
single gold-fields member who would not like to
see a larger !'Oum expenrled on the institutions
referred to, and he tbought the item ought to be
withdrawn for the purpose of increase.
Mr. VERDO~ wished to remind tbe committee that, b~, the system at present in operation,
books were lent by the l\ielbourne Public Library
to the different ins' itu~ions tbroughout the length
and breadth of the land, and circulated freely.
(Hear. )
Mr. JOHNSON opposed the amendment of the
hon. membflr for Emerald Hill.
Mr. SERVICE was also opposed to the amendment, inasmuch as it a.lmofolt of nece~sity involved
an increase in the vote. While the hon. member
excluded Melbourne, he included some dozen
lIuhurba.n municipalities, scarcely one of which
was without a mecha.nics' institute.
Mr. HUMFFRA Y said there could be no
doubt the sum was far too small; but it should be
home in mind that those living in tIle ~ubnrban
districts had the advantage of large circulating
I ihraries, from which they could take home books.
(Hear.)
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Mr. GREEVES observed that mORt of the
mechanics' institutions in tha neighbourhood of
B ... llarat had already received grants.
Mr. JOHNSTON would be glad to know from
the hon. member for Geelong East how much
the St. Kilda Mechanics' Institute had leceived ?
(Hear, hear.)
Mr. DUFFY thought a very legitimate ques·
tion on this subject was, whether the state was
bound to provide money for this purpose at all ?
(Hear, hear.) If it were, he saw no reason why
Bri,.hton, Brunswick, Williamstown &'}" should
not have their fair share as well as SandhurRt
Castlemaine, or Ballarat. It was said the in:
hahitants of those places could come into the
Melbourne Library; but, he would ask, was that
practICally so?
He wished to know whether
it was pussible for persons residing in Brighton
to come to the Melbourne Library and go 'home
to their homes at night? If it were even possible, he would ask, was it not much better that
libraries should exiNt in their own localities, and
so allow them to indulge their studious habits
nearer home than ~y coming into Melbourne.
Mr. HUMFFRA.Y looked upon the Melbourne
Public Library as one of the noblest institutions
in the country, and he never gave any votes with
greater pleasure than those in favour of it.
(Hear, hear.) At the ~&me time, he thought the
country di&tricts ought to receive similar advantageB.
Mr. !IOW ARD ohserved that the inha.bitants
?f St. Kilda, Brighton, &c., could, for 18d., come
mto Melbourne, spend their nigbt in the library,
and return home. He desired to know what
directions the Gnvernment had given with regard
to lending out bOl)ks from the library?
Mr. VERDO~ said the Government had
nothing whatever to do with the committee of
manag&ment of the Melbourne Library. The
books were circulatel1 through the country districts by the managing body of the library, but
that was a matter with which the Government
had nothing to do. He knew, however, that a.
large number of those institutIOns were in possession of books borrowed from the library.
Mr. BROOKE observed, that the Public
Library was in possession of duplicate copies of
many books, and tha.t some two years since the
managing committee sent a circular to the
various mechanics' institutions, stating that on
sending in a requisition for the loan they could
have these books, on giving proper security for
their return.
Mr. MICHIE was informed by Sir Redmond
Barry, on the previous day, that those nooks did
circulate very extensively, and, a!; it had been
found by experience, with little or no injury, so
careful had the institutions bE'en of the volumes
thus furnished to them. (Hear, hear.) lie
tbought, however, as they found Beveral votes
on those Estimates which had almost become
stereotyped, that unless some principle were
shown for keeping them on, the time had arrived
at which they ought to be struck out altoge' her.
This vote, if it were to be taken, should be
taken impartially. It was very 1':\8y for an hon.
member to suggest that an 1Sd. trip every
night would enable an inhabita.nt of St.
Kilda to attend the Public Library, but
he contendE'd that if a man were a very earnest and ze<l.lous itudeilt he would have no wm-
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culty in getting books, or at least extracts taken
by his friends in town. If they were to establish
a syst€'m of public libraries throughout the country, he should like to know what sum would be
required for the purpose? It was preposterous
-the thing could not be done. (Hear.) Hehad
heard those mechanics' institutions described as
places where "one could read the newspaper for
nothing." (Laughter.) He knew he himself had
had frequent communiC!l.tions from those institutions, stating that, as they were in debt, they
would feel very much obliged for some aid,
whether in the shape of a lecture or anything
('lse, so as to supplement their funds. (Laughter.)
If that were the condition of so many of those
instltutions, he thought the best plan was to
leave them without state aid. He therefore
moved that the vote be struck out.
Mr. HUMFFRAY observed "hat the vote was.
put on the Estimates with the idea of being confined to the country districts.
Mr. HOOD thought it would be most satisfactory to the commtttee if the Treasurer were
to state what would be the precise distribution of
the grant. He was aware that on the gold-fields
there were libraries where for 2d. or 3d. a week
a man could get any reasonable number of books
he liked. He would support the motion of the
hon. and learned member for St. Kilda.
Mr. HO WARD said he thought the proper
way to treat the motion of the hon. member for
St. Kilda. would be as a joke, for he hardly believed that it could be intended to press it. The
House could not seriously intend to throw out
the vote, and therefore he hoped that the motion
would be adopted. The amendment, he might
add, had not been seconded.
Mr. O'SHANASSY said it did not require a
seconder.
Mr. M'LELLAN was in favour of the motion.
There were, to his thinking, many reasons why
mechanios' institutes should be supported by the
Government, but he did not think there was any
reason why the Government should support one institution-tbe library of the Supreme Court-solely
for the use of the lawy",rs of Melbourne. (U Hear,"
and laughter.) In the Ballarat and Araratdistricts,
they had got up mechanics' institutes, which were
both well supplied with books and well attended
by visitors, and all that these institutions had
received from the Government was a paltry £100.
Instead of seeking to do away with the vote alto·
~ether, if gentlemen were to vote that it be
increased, they would only, in his opinion, be
doing their duty. The up-country districts required such institutions, and the institutions
themselves required aid from the Government.
He would move, as an amendment, that the sum
on the Estimates be increased to £5,000, if he saw
any_prospect of its being carried.
Mr. HEALES said there appeared to him to
be considerahle misconception in the minds of
members with regard to this vote. If he understood the nnture of the vote properly, it was for
the purpose of assisting mechanics' institutes
under certain conditions; and under these conditions not a penny could be spent in the purchase of newspapers. The money was voted for
the purchase of books, and conld not be spent
upon other objects. He looked upon it as an
educational vote-as a state aid to education,just
as much as the grant for religious purposes was

a state aid to religion-and to be expended in
a.!I8istin~ the mechanics' institutes of the colony.
Under these circumstances, he thought the vote
should p~. But he was not quite clear with
reference to the other point which had
been introduced into the discu88ion, affecting
certain districts. There was some difficulty in
dealing with that part of the subject, and he was
somewhat of opinion that thejroviso excluding
districts like Brighton, Emeral Hill, &c., should
be left out. The hone member for Belfast, in his
remarks, had asked for certain returns bearing on
the question in hand, but he appeared to have fol'gotten that he (Mr. Heales) had, on the 8th of
January last, laid upon the table a paper showing how the money had been spent, and giving
the different items of the £2,000. But the hon.
gentleman did not appear to have read that
paper; perhaps, he had not even been aware that
such a document had been laid upon the table.
He might add, that he thought the money was
expended in such a way as to justify the House in
granting the sum asked for.
Mr. JOHNSTON said he did not agree with
his hon. colleague, that the vote should be struck
out altogether; nor did he agree with those members who asked for votes for their own districts, to
the exclusion and prejudice of other district!!. If
the amendment of the hon. member for Emerald
Hill were not carried, he would, however, agree
with his hon. colleague that the vote should be
struck out altogether, because he considered the
amount put upon the Estimates too small for the
object to be accomplished.
Mr. ANDERSON limited his amendment to
leaving out the words H within ten miles thereof:
The question that the words proposed to be
omitted stand part of the motion, was then put
with the following resul~:~es

~
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Noes
Majority for the motion
The following is the division· list :Mr. Brodie
- Brooke
- Carpenter
-

Donald

- Foott
- Frazer

- GiIlies
- Grant
- Greeves
- Hadley

AYES.
IIr. Beales
- Bedley
- Benderson

- Howard

-

-

Bumtfray

Johnson
Levi
Loader
Lock
M'Lellll.n

14

Mr. Holllson

-

O'Hea
Pyke
Service
Thomson

-

Verd'n

-

Wood

- Wilkle

- Woods

NOES.

Mr. Amstnck
- Anderson
-

Bennett.
Don

-

Duffy

nr. Evans
IIr. Gray
- Baines
-

-

Hood
J ohnBton

Hr. Manifold
- Mlchie
- O'Shal1&8S1

- Sinclair
- Smith. J. T.

The motion was then put, and agreed to.
VOTE FOR THE TARANAKI FUND AND THlIl
WIVES AND CHILDREN OF THE SOLDIERS
WHO WENT TO NEW ZEALAND.

Mr. VERDON then moved that the sum of
£3,000 be given in a.id of the Taranaki Pund,
and wives and children remaining in Melbourne
of the soldiers who proceeded under orders to
New Zealand.

5 H

17A

THg VICTORIAN HANSAHD.

Mr. SERVICE said, before sroing further, he
would like to have some information as to how
the vote was to be subdivided?
Mr. VERDON, in reply, said there were two
distinct funds- one in aid of the widows and
orphans of the soldiers who had fallen in New
Zealand, and the other in aid of the Taranaki
fund, for the relief of the colonists of. New Zealand who had suffered from the war. The Treasury were at preflent in communication with local
agents for the funds in New Zealand, and as
soon as a decision was arrived at the funds would
be expended between the two funds.
Mr. SERVICE was under the impression that
there was another Taranaki fund than that alluded to by the Treasurer, one for the temporary
rehef of the lIufferers at Taranaki, and the other
for the restoration of the property of the settlers
destroyed during' the war.
Mr. VERDO N was not aware ofthe distinction.
He had made inquiry as to how the money con·
tributed here was to be sent, and the explanation
given was, simply, that the money should be paid
into a hank here for the Taranaki Relief Fund,
without any further specification.
Mr. SERVICE said he desired information on
the point he had raised, because he was afraid
that, after paying the money to the widows and
orphan'!, the balance to be contributed to the
Taranaki Relief Fund would be too small; and
certainly he would not like to see a. very small
amount g'o forth as the subscription of the colony
to that fund. Under the circumstances, the
better plan, he thoul!ht, would be to take the
votes separately-that for the widows and orphans
first, and then they could take up the question of
a subscription to the Taranaki Relief Fund.
Mr. VERDON said, it would not do to take
the votes separately; and besides, he believed
that after relieving the widows and orphans there
would be qUlte sufficient left for the Taranaki
fund.
Mr. SERVICE said, the vote they were discussing was not taken for t~e "widows and
orphans," but for the wives and children of the
soldiers who had gone to New Zealand. He was
afraid, therefore, that there would not be a very
large sum left after relieving them; at the
same time he was satisfied with the explanation
given by the Treasurer.
The vote was then agreed to.
SALMON FOR THE AUSTRALIAN RIVERS.

Mr. VERDON then moved for the sum of
£500 "towards the introduction of the salmon into
Austra.lian wateI'8." The subject, he said, waR not
new to hon. members, and he believed that many
of the old colonists were in favour of such an
item being placed upon the Estimates. There
was no doubt it would be a great advantage to the
country if the salmon could be introduced. The efforts made hitherto, however. had been discourag·
ing but there was great reason to believe that succes~ would ultimately follow. The attempts to bring
over the ova had failed as yet, but with greater
care for the future, alJd the additional experience
whlCh had been gained, there was every reason to
hope ~hat it would yet be b~ought ~ver in good
conditIOn, and safely placed In the nvers of the
countrv.
Mr. 'HOW ARD thought that this was a case,
like that which had been alluded to a little earlier
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by the hon. member for St. Kilda, in which it
would be unwise to discourage private enterprise.
(CC Hear, hear ;" and laug'hter.) And, therefore,
he was of opinion that. it might be as well to
strike the item off the Estimates.
Mr. O'SHANASSY thought the hon. member
had a direct interest in the matter, as he represented a district whicA had got a large share of
the Murray cod. (CC Hear, hear ;" and laughter.)
Mr. AMSINCK wished to ask if the vote was
for the introduction of salmon, and for nothing
else?
Mr. VERDON thought the wording of the item
was sufficiently plain to show what it was intended should be done with the money.
Mr. HOWARD was of opi'lion that the better
way would be to offer a sum of money as a reward
to anyone who would bring the ova over. It
might, he thought, be easily brought over in any
ship bringing ice to this country.
Mr. BRODIE regarded the suggestion of the
hon. member for Sandhurst as a good one. The
reward might be offered to any shipowners or
captains of vessels who would succes~fully bring
over the ova alive and in good condition. It was
very desirable that the salmon should be introduced into the rivers of this country; but so
much money had already been expended fruitlessly, that hy far the better plan, in his opinion,
would be to leave the matter to private enterprize.
Mr. O'SHANASSY would like to ask, for the
information of the House, whet her the Government had really expended anything in this matter? It was his belief that they spent nothing.
It was complained t.hat great expense attended
the bringing over of ova from England, but they
might look towards countries nearer at handJapan, for example-from which it would be
pos~ible to get the salmon.
Mr. GREEVES said a remark had fallen from
an hon. member that no money had been voted
for this purpose; but that was a mistake.
£500 had been voted last year for the purpose
of introducinl! salmon to the rivers of this country. It was a work, however, of great difficulty,
and the ova could only be introduced by constant
care and the greatest attention on the voyage
out. For that purpose, it was nece8sary that
proper apparatus should be prepared beforehand, and all the appliances made use of which
experience may have suggested. To do all
this properly, the colony would have to he prepared with a large premium for the successful
introduction of the ova, otherwise it would be impossihle e\'er to get the work done. £i:iOO would
not at all be a sufficient inducement to shipowners or captains of ships to undertake the task.
He did not, however, see why they should confine
themselves wholly to the introduction of salmon,
since it was well-known that there were many
other fish, one of which was to be obtained from
the Mauritius, which were peculiarly adapted for
the rivers of Australia. lie hoped that a larger
grant would he resolved upon.
Mr. HAINES was of opinion that the House
should have further information as to how the
money was to be spent. The scheme of the hon.
member for Mandurang would, in his opinion,
fail, because the introduction of the ova would
have to be placed in the hands of practical and
experienced men. Shipowners and captains of
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vessels., he was aware, were generally most willing to give what assistance they could, but he
did not think it was at all likely that they would
be disposed to take so much trouble as would be
involved in tne proposed scheme. In his opinion
the proper way was to submit the matter to the
care of the Acclimatisation Society, who would
be much more li}Iely to succeed in introducing
the sal mon than private individua.ls, or private
enterpJrize. He trusted, therefore, that the Governm'ent would see fit to co· operate with that
society, rather than entertain any such proposal
as tha.t made by the hon. member for Manduranj,l.;'.
Mr. VERDON said the Government would in
this and kindred grants co-operate with the Acclimatisation Society.
Mr. JOHNSON was so fully convinced that
the sum proposed in the Estimates was inadequ3l.te that he would move for an increase to
£1,000.
Mr. BRODIE, in reply to the hon. member
for Portland, did not consider his scheme at all
impracticable. Many had failed to introduce the
ova simply because that, after it had been put
into the boxes prepared for it, there had not
been a sufficient supply of ice provided. But
he saw no difficulty in avoiding that stumblingblock for the future. He was convinced t hat the
proper way to introduce the ova was by such a
plan as he had proposed. He did not mean to
say that the efforts of the Acclimatisation Society
and of Mr. Wilson had been useless. On the
contrary, they had done much good; but he
thought the time was come when a different
course should be adopted, otherwise they would
f!O on spending money, without getting any nearer
the object in view.
Mr. VERDON moved that the Chairman
report pro~ress; and stated that the committee
would sir. again after dinner.
The CHAIRMAN then reported progress, and
asked leavd to sit again.
MESSAGE FROM 'IHE COUNCIL.

The SPEAKER intimated that a message had
been received from His Excellency the Governor,
recommending a change in the resolution with
reference to the vote to be proposed under the
Pleuro-pneumonia Bill.
SUPPLY.
The House then again went into Committee of
Supply, when the vote for the introduction of
salmon was agreed to.
THE EXPLORATION OF AtTSTRALlA,

The next vote was one of £5,000 for this
object, which Wall agre~d 1.0 without comment.
There was not a. single practical man on the
Commission.
THE INDUSTRIAL EXHIBITION.

Mr. VERDO~ thpn moved a grant of £5,000
in aid of the Industrial ExhIbition.
Mr. WOODS wishtod to know how the money
would be spent? and complained that the mining
and mechanical interests were not properly represented on the commission. In fact, the whole
affair appearerl to be confined to a small clique.
Mr. BROOKE said he underl>tood this sum of
£5,000 was granted in aid of the Industrial Ex,pibition. It was not known at present IVhcther
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the exhibition would or woula not be selfsupporting. It might so happen that DO portion
of this money would leave the public exchequer.
(Hear, hear.) Hon. members were aware that a
certain number of sections lIad been appointed
to look after the various departments of industry
in this country. The gent.lemen appointed on
these sections had been advertised, and they were
seeking the co-operation of gentlemen in various
parIs of the country-gentlemen acquainted with
local industries, who would organize themselves
for the purpose of furnishing, from their various
localities, specimens of the products of the soil,
and of the machinery in use there. The commissioners also proposed the appropriation of a
portion of this money to the production of
models showing the various processes of mining.
With regard to the observations of the member for Crowlands, as to the constitution of
the commission, he would observe that the
course adopted here was similar to that pursued
in England. A certain number of gentlemen,
chiefly connected with the metropolis, had the
duty of carrying out the organization of the
Industrial Exhibition; and in connexion with
them were local committ.ees, connected with the
various industries throughout the country. He
thought the present was a favourable opportunity
for exhibiting to the world the resources of the
colony; and, therefore, he hoped no opposition
would be offered to the vote, particularly as they
found Queensland and the other Australian colonies contributing a larger proportion from their
revenue for the purpose of securinl! an adequate
representation in the Exhibition of 1862.
Mr. WOODS contended that there was little or
nothing to show. There were, practically, no
productions in the country, and the manufactures were confined to a few little inventionsimportant, no doubt, to this country, though not
to any other, excepting, perhaps, California and
the UTal. He protested against the habit of
slavishly following the precedent of the older
countries. lIe was sorry that the mining and
mechanical interests were not properly represented on the commission; and he was afraid the
names on the commission would not inspire the
confidence necessary for the purpose of producinf! a. proper exhibition ofthe products of the
country.
Mr. BROOKE rem&rked that, so far as the adjudication of medals, or other reward!!, was concerned, the practice in England had been to
a.ppoint experts, under the name of jurors. No
doubt that course woulJ be followed here, and,
if so, it would dispose, to a la.rge extcnr, of the
obji'ction of the member for Crow lands.
Mr. SERVICE asked, if the member for Crowlands were correct in saying that there was nothing in the colony to exhihit, what U!le was there
of an exhibition at all? And he would ask, further, if there were nothing to exhibit, what use
was there in appointing a practical man on the
commission? (A lau~h.) He considered that in
the appointment of the comrcission great discretion had hePll exercised.
Mr. HE~DERSON took it for granted that
there was to b~ an exhibition, l'ut he saw
nothing in the project but a mere imitation of the
old country. He believed the exhibition would
be nothing more than an expensive show, to
gratify the vanity of tholle colonists who saw ..
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little advantage in it. (Laughter.) He was
aware that, in expressing this opinion, he was
exposinlt himself to unpopularity. (Hear, hear.)
Mr. STEP HEN considered that the utility on
the commission would be much hampered if the
vote were reduced. This opinion was founded of
the assumption that the money would be expended, not on a mere vainglorious show,
but on a collection of the indigenous products of the colony. (Hear, hear.) This,
then would be the best kind of advertisement
they'could possibly offer to the British public and
the world at large. (Hear, hear.) With regard
to the report which had already emanated from
the commission, while he had the greatest respect
for the head of that body, he thought that to
carry out the recommendation of exhibitinji( a
record of all the patents of the colony would be
.. perfect waste of money. (Hear, hear.) He
would suggest the appointment of a sub-commission, to select, from the various machines on
the gold-fields, the most perfect of those machines for gold-mining operations. If handsome
drawings were made of these machines, and
framed, and hung up for exhibition, this
would be highly beneficial, not only to the
colony, but to other gold-producing countries.
(Hear, hear.) He did not agree with the member for Crowlands, that there were no objects of
indigenous wealth in the colony; and he was
sorry to see no effort made to form a collection
of colonial gems. Were attention devoted to
this subject, they might have the opportunity of
producing such a display of gems in their native
state, as would make the mouths water of half
the speculators in London. (Laughter and
cheers.)
Mr. WOODS agreed with the member for
Coiling wood, on the subject of the gems. A
friend wrote to him the other day to have a
topaz tested. He had been unable ~o obtain an
opinion from Professor M'Coy; and It turned out
that the specimen was a topaz weighing 132 carats.
(Hear, hear.) This precisely bore out what he
(Mr. Woods) stated, that the mihing population
had no confidence in the way in which the exhibi·
tion would be managed. So far as the products of
the country were concerned, they were confined
pretty well to gold. bricks, bitumenized pipes,
small machinery, and agriculture. He admitted
that, if properly carried out, the exhIbition would
be of immense value to the country; but if the
Exhibition was to be merely one of imported
articles, the money would be thrown away.
Mr. BROOKE said the Exhibition would be
confined to native products alone. The only reason why imported produce was admitted in the
Exhibition of 1854 was, that the whole popUlation being engaged in mining pursuits there were
no manufactures to exhibit. Since that period
there had been a large extension of manufactures
here.
Mr. JOHNSON supported the vote. The
hon. member for Crowlands had forgotten that
there were several articles which could be
exported from this country. In South Gipps
Land alone he knew of three articles.
Firstly, tiere were the forests of blue gum, which
no doubt would be found equal to oak for shipbuilding. If samples of that timber were sent
home it would be the best advertisement of it.
Another article was, salt bee,f, of which he
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intended to produce such a sample to send home
as might lead to its becoming an article of exportation. Another article was preserved meats.
There was a large market for that article in
England, and he did not see why it should not be
profitably made here, where meat was cheap and
good.
The vote was then agreed to.
ALPACAS.

Mr. VERDON moved that ~he sum of '£2,000
be voted for the introduction of alpacas.
Mr. AMSINCK asked whether the vote was
to be an annual one?
Mr. VERDON said it was a matter of (egret
that the hon. member for Colhngwood (Mr.
Embling) was not present, as he would be able to
give every information. He (Mr. Verdon) could
only say that it was found necessary to supplement the vote formerly made for the purpose, in
order to improve the breed of the alpacas, and
increase their numbers. It had been proved
satisfactorily that the alpacas would thrive in the
mountainous districts of the colony.
The vote was then agreed to.
HANSARD.

Mr. VERDON moved that the sum of £600
be voted fOI the publica.tion of reports of the
debates in Parliament, in a work, to be entitled
"Hansard (New 8eries)."
Mr. HENDERSON did not see any utility in
thus spending money, as the sum of £600 would
be quite inadequate to obtain a perfect report.
It would be inadequate for Hansard to be put
together as an authentic record, to be quoted
from yea.r to year in that House, in the same
manner as reports in courts of law. Hon. members had the different papers to refer to, and it
often happened that the three reports varied
very much. If they were to have a record of
the proceedings, it should be done on some such
scheme as that proposed by Mr. Webb; but the
present proposition was perfectly ridiculous as a
Han.~ard for this colony, and was a most futile
attempt to give accuracy to the reports of the
proceedings in that House.
Mr. HEALES said the question was one which
had already been fully discussed by the House.
Hon. members would recollect that the su bj ect was
referred to a select committee, who brought up
a report, which was duly considered. In that
report, one of the conditions set out was, that a
sufficient time should be allowed to hon. members to correct a.ny errors which might appear in
'l'he .Argu8 reports. The maXImum length of the
daily reports recommendp.d by the committee, and
agreed to by Mr. Fairfax, who was then the
publisher of Han8ard, was ten columns, which
was considered sufficient. The House at that
time considered that, with some regard to
revision by hon. members, the reports in The
.Argua would be sufficiently accurate for all the
purposes of the House.
Mr. HENDERSON did not see what guarantee
the Chief Secretary had that Han8ard would
contain 10 columns, unless there was a
gua.rantee from the proprietors of The .ArguIf.
He believed that the printing establishment referred to was a separate establishment, and that
the proprietors of The ArgU8 would not identify

