'has to usher into ~xistence a larger bein~ r
than itself, but the nature of that b_,:.t.; I
depends greatly upon the care besto"·ed '1
upon the circumst-ances of its birth by its
less powerful progenitor. In successil'e 'I
Legislatures any mistakes now C01:!mitted
may be, in a great measure, worn away, but .
much depends upon the fust mould.
To I
the task of making this as perfect as pos- i
sible our Council is bound to give its ut- ~
most care. It can do no more than use
its own best judgment, after the most comprehensive examination-and it is bountl l
to do no less. The entire responsibility
of the electoral scheme rests upon it,
and it cannot properly shift the bur- 1
den upon any
successor, however
superior that successor may be expected
to be, both as to power and wisdom.
Whatever may be the fate of Mr. Nicholson's motion we trust, at least, that no
mock modesty on the part of the present
Council may make it seek to repudiate the
responsibility of deciding as it best can on
the merits of the ballot.
.A. very frequently urged argument,
which it seems desirable to combat, has
been raised against the ballot by those
who, proud of their own boldness and independence, are not inclined to make any allowance for the weakness or less favorable
situation of their neighbors. Perhaps the
majority in this colony may be haRpily
exempt from those terrors which in England make voters vote on other than conscientious grounds. .A.lthough we fear that
the means of influencing electors are already
more frcCJ,uently possessed by individuals
in Victona than Js generally supposed, ot•
would be willingly admitted. Be that a3
it may, however, we say it would be ao
sufficient argument against the ballot that
the majority are in a position to be in·dependent of its prot~ctwn. The minority
are to be cons1.dered too ; and the more
bold and independent a man feels, the
more ready should he be to throw a shield
before others more timid and dependent
than himself. It must be remembered, too,
that the object of the ballot is not merely
that of securing to each individual the
gmtijication of being able to vote according to his conscience, although even this
is worth taking into account. But looked
at from a higher point of view, we see that
this matter dilates and embraces more than
mi~~1t be at first supposed-as in climbing
a nil! the limits of the horizon include
more and more the higher we ascenrr.
It is not merely for the voter's own sake,
then, that we desire to free him ft·om all
embarrassment in voting according to his
conscience, but because we believe th~
well-being of society to be best promoted
by truly representative institutions; and
every Legislature is non-representative of
the community to the extent to which the
recorded votes of electors are non-representative of their true opinions. Apart,
then, fi·om any question of the personal
injustice to which electors are exposed
who are called upon to exercise a public
function at a sacrifice, or who are placed
in temptation to yield to improper influences, the foregoing considerations seem
to us to sanction the introduction of the
ballot, even in communities wherein the
independent majority is larger than it is
amongst ourselves.
But there is one peculiar reason why
we desire to see the ballot introducted
here, and it is one to which it is necessary
to call particular attention, because the
danger to be shunned comes from quite an
opposite direction to that towards whicil.
English radicals are accustomed to look
when contending for the protection of the
ballot-box. Everywhere the ballot is
meant, indeed, to be a protection of the
weaker against the stronger, and in England we have so long been accustomed to
regard merely that kind of individual influence exercised by landlords over tenants,
by masters over servants, &c., when speaking of electoral oppression, that the absence
of the kind of danger to which we
are accustomeu inclines us to ignore the
existence of any danger whatever. But
it is · in the very tendency of radicalism, by which we mean the tendency to
adopt· and develop democratic principles,
to lead us out of one kind of bondage into
another, unless we take care of what we
are about in inaugurating the change. It
would be of little use to escape the evil
influence of landlorus and masters, to fall
beneath the yoke of a tyrant majority. W e
ltavc r ecently seen examples of the way in
which persons professing the most ardent
liberalism have endeavored to sth· up
public animosity against one man, because
of his vote in Council-to coerce him into
a particular line of political conduct by
exciting .public opinion against him.
For many reasons, into which we
need not now enter, it is, indeed,
necessary that legislators should bea:·
the brunt of this kind of attack, and vote
openly. But the disposition to mak!J the
opinion of the majority a coe1·cing power,
manifested in this case, is sure to grow and
~pread among the less scrupulous democrats as democracy makes its inevitable
progress among us. The spirit that would
coerce the vote of a member by the agency
of threats would do the same thing, by
similar means, to an elector. Democratic
progress, indeed, we would urge on, if we
could, to a pace even faster than it is likely
to take, but we would ward off the dangera
with which it is certain to be accompanied
-the minor evils that are floated along
upon the stream of great reforms ;-and
amongst these we know none more perni-·
cious than the tyranny of a majority over
the speech, and thought, and action, of a
minority. It has been truly said that
every great movement, whether r eligious, or political, or scientific, or
otherwise, that has triumphed with the
progress of ages, was once advocated by a
minority of one against all the rest of the
world. From that minority of one to an
absolute majority the progress is necessaJ:ily slow ; and we should have little rea·
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son to boast of the liberality of our insti·
Tnxs is the day appointed by Mr. Nichol• -tutions if the minority were so much
son for bringing forw_ard. the quest.ion of under the domination of "public opinion"
the Ballot in the Leg1slat1ve Counetl, and as to make that progress even slower t)lan
1his question is, we apprehend, the most it need be. To guard against this evil we
important that rema.ins to them to ~eal believe the ballot to be essential ; and
~·ith. It is a questwn, moreover, whwh, therefore required here more, rather than
althourrh of a radical kind, properly be- Jess, than in England, althou~1 the danger
longs to them. As the new Parliament to be repelled is of a very ditterent kind in
will have full power to revise all the acts the two places.
of the present Legislature, the acceptance
On every·ground it appears to us, after
of the ballot by the existing Council the most careful examination, that the
would only be tantamount to its accept· ballot is not only the most economical
anee tor the first election under the New and the fairest mode of voting, but one by
Constitution, and might, therefore, be re· which the true decision of the community
garded as experimental, at least t~ the can in all circumstances best be ascerextent that, should any unforeseen disa.d- 1ained.
' vantao-es attend its introduction, it can be
repealed if the new Parliament think fit before the next ensuing elections come roun~.
But if members of the present Counc1l
once grasp the idea that the electoral la.ws
they are about to pass are but to be pas~ed
for " one event," to borrow a sportu~g
phrase, it will be clearly seen that the1r
duty is to make the very best arrangements in their power for that one event.
The preliminaries of the first election are
unavoidably left solely to the present
Council, and it is the duty of the present
Council to ransack political science and
experience to make them as perfect as
possible. .A.ll other things may be better
left to the new Parliament, but the preliminaries of its own existence it catu1ot
control. They must consider, that all
mistakes in their arrangements arc !
liable to be perpetuated for gettera- 1
tiona, and only to be cured by very slo~r
process of time. The Legislat.ivc Council1

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.
NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE
DAY.
FoR THIS DAY (TUESDAY).

1. Dr. Embling: To ask the Chief Secretary if
the Government contemplates taking measures to re. ieve the acting members of the Fire Brigades of Victoria from jury duties and taxes.
2. Mr. Cameron : To ask the Chief Secreta.ry
whether it has been suggested or recommended to the
Government through the Postmaster-General or otherwise that certain Branch or District Po!lt Offices
should be established on the Ovens Gold-fields, and if
E:o, why such suggestion or recommendation has not
been carried out; and, further, whether it is the intention of the Government to establish such Bra.uch
or District Post Offices on the Ovens Gold-fields, and
I if SO, When SUCh intention is likely tO be Carried into
: effect.
3. Mr. Sargood : To ask the Chief Secretary whether
the appropriation of £50,000 for Ecclesiastical purposes under the New Con stitution supersedes the
former grant of £ 30,000; and if not, does the Government intend to bring in a bill this Session for the
repeal of the last-mentioned grant.
1. Mr. Harrison : To move(1.) That it is the opinion of tbis Council the portion of the general revenue which may be available
for public works should be divided among the various
districts of the colony, in proportion to their re·
spective populations.
(2.) That the portion of the land revenue available
for public works should be expended within the respective districts where the lands from the sale of
which the revenue accrued maybe situate.
2. Mr. Nicholson : To moveThat in the opinion of this House any new Electoral
Act should provide for electors recording their votes
by secret ballot.
3. Mr. Fawkner : To moveThat the Council resolve itself into a committee of
the whole for the purpose of considering the propriety
of presenting an Address to her Most Gracious
Majesty, congratulatinlj her Majesty upon the succes3
that has attended the arms of our fellow countrymen
and their brave allies, both by sea and land, in the
war with Russia.
4. Mr. Taylor : To moveThat an address be presented to his Excellency the
Governor, praying that his Excellency will cause such
steps to be taken ·as may be necessary to procure an
annual return of all live stock imported into Victoria
from the adjacent colonies of New South Wales a.nd
South Australia.
·
5. Mr. Campbell: To moveThat it is the opinion of this House that this colony
should prove its sympathy with the great interests of
the British Empire in the present war by every means
in its power, and that the Crown lands of the colony
might be made available for the purpose of encoumging the meritorious services of British soldiers.
under suitable regulations.
·
6. Mr. Mollison : To moveThat an address be presented to this Exce Heney th&
Governor, requesting that his Excellency will be
pleased to lay on the table of the Council. (1.} Copies of the two last reports laid before the
Government on the state of the asylum at Yarra.
Bend, and the condition of its inhabitants.
(2.) Also a return showing the names of the official
visitors, and the number of visits paid by each visitor,
during the present year, 1855.
·7. Mr. Wil!s: To moveThat an address be presented to his Excellency the
Governor, praying that his Excellency will be pleased
to cause to be laid upon the table of the Council copies
of all correspondence between the Government and the
Commissioner of Crown Lands for the County of Grant
relative to the impo-qnding of stork from Crown re•
serves.
8. Mr. Humffray : To move(1.) Tha.t inasmuch asGold-miningis the chief source of
wealth in the colony of Victoria at present, it is desirable to facilitate such mining operations in every legitimate way, and carefully preventing, as far as possible, the clashing of the public mining interests with
the special interests of any other class or section of the
community.
(2.) That. in order to give practical effect to the above
object, to move, that the House resolve itself into a
committee of the whole to take into consideration the
propriety of requesting his Excellency the Governor
to place a liberal sum upon the Estimates for 1856 for
the purpose of making a Mineralogical and· Topogr:).phical Survey of the principal Gold-fields, which,
independently of its great scientific value, would form
a guide to the miner, and indicate more clearly to the
Government the gr-eat auriferous tracts of land in the
colony, and thereby prevent the alienation of such
lands to private individuals, to the great injury of the
individual miner.
9. Mr. Wheeler: To moveThat an address be presented to his Excellency the Governor, praying that his Excellency will be pleased to appoint a commission
to consist of three gentlemen of scientific attainments, with secretary, for the purpose of inquiring
into the different modes of extracting gold from auriferous matrices. The result of such inquiries to be
published as a . manual, with the object of diffusing:
information amongst the mining classes.
10. Mr. Lalor : To moveThat the petition from Patrick Carter and others,
presented by him to this C~uncil on the 14th December instant, be printed.
11. Dr. Embling: To moveThat the petitions from certain persons styling
t.he~selves "The Richmond Political Association,"
and also from certain inhabitants of the Municipality
of East Collingwood, and also from certain inhabitants
of the Municipa:lity of East Collingwooa and of Richmond, presented by him respectively to this Council
on the 14th of December instant, be printed.
12. Mr. Smith : To moveThat the-petition of Margaret Louisa Barrow, presented by him to the Council on the 14th December
instant, be printed.
13. Mr. Myles: To move(1.) That a &elect committee of this Council be
appointed .to t ake into considera.tion the state of the
I'oads. already commenced in this colony, with a view
of ascertaining the existing state of the same, and
the probable amount and time required for their com·
pletion, with power to take evidence.
(2.) 'l'hat such committee consi t of the following
members :-Mr.' Benson, Mr. Pyke, Mr. Lalor, Mr.
Cam eron, Mr. Mollison, Mr. 1\:iug, Mr. Snodgrass. liLr.
Murphy, 1\ir. Hqrue, and the mover.
14. Mr. Grant : To moveFor leave to introduce a bill to amend the law of
libel.
ORDE RS OF TliS DAY.

1. Common Law Practice Bill-Second reading.
2. Gold E .·t.mction- To be furth r con idered in
I
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