In the course of the debate, it transpirecl
that the department of the Government
Geologist had hcenconsidered so important
that its cost had been made a charge. upon
the Territorial Revenue; and Captain Cole
alluded to the necessity of sending this
officer, with a good staff, to Cape Patterson,
to make borings for coal, so as to set at
rest tho que~tion of its existence in available quantity in that locality. He consi.
dcrcd the discovery of coal to be of far
more importance to the real interests of
the colony than the collection of mere
mineral specimens.
The Suneyor-General thought that the
Gonrnmcnt having once demonstrated
that coal existed in a particular localit1·,
printc ent erprise ought to be left to follo"w
up the discovery and ma.k e it practically
valuable. The hon. gentleman also made
the important announcement that it had
been reported to him that the coal formation
at Cape Pattersonextendecl across to French
Island; and, if that were the case, all the
difficulties of transport would be overcome.
After some further conversation on this
point, the motion was adjourned for a fortnigl\t.
The Speaker announced that the Lieutenant-Governor hacl given the royal assent
to the Incorporated Companies Act, ancl
the Acts for Amendin.g the ~1elbomne ancl
Geelong Corporation Loan Acts.
'l'he Colonial Secretary laid qn the table
a return of golcl deposited with the Government, and the plans for the Town Hall of
Geelong:
In Committee of Supply, the estimates
of police expenditure were, after some opposition on the grounds that certain returns were not before the House, proceeded
with.
,
The Auclitor-General demurred to a vote
being taken for the whole department, in·
sisting that the votes should be taken on
each item.
After considerable time had been lost in
this discussion, ancl the House hacl been
appealed to on the subject, the debate was
taken on the lump sum.
On the vote for £542,418 15s. for "le
general police of the colony,
Mr. Porlonge proposed that the , vote .
should be reduced to £400,000.
Mr. O'Shanassy accused the Government
cf bringing forward this estimate for the
sanction of the House, without adclucing
any evidence to show that such an amount
was necessary ; and of· assuming that the
simple fact of placing the ite~s on paper
ought to be considered as conclusive evidence of
their necessity.
Members on his side of the House
were not going to follow the same
plan, but were prepared with their
reasons for the reduction they proposecl.
He then compared our expenditure for
police with that of New South Wales,
where the whole cost of the police, firebrigade, patrol, police magistrates, and
petty sessions, was only £161,954 ; and,
allowing for every difference in the price
of labor, &c., between the two coloni"es, our
police ought not to co10t us, at the outside,
more than double that sum. The whole
number of police found necessary in Sydney
was 150, whilst in Melbourne 370 men
·were employed. The hon. member then
detailed the reductions he proposed to
make in the different districts, and contended that the mover of the reduction had
o~·er-estimated the amount required. The
number of men now estimated for was
l68G, and 718 of these he proposecl to
strike off; so that, with the reduction of a
corresponding number of horses, the cost
to the country would not, at the proposed
very high rates of pay, be more tlan
£300,000. The number of men they would
thus have would, with tho 982 military
and the naval force, give a total of something like 2600 men, which would be
found quite sufficient for the protection of
the colony, since for that only, ancl not fot·
coercion, were they required to provide.
Jlilr. Fawkner spoke in favor of the reduction ; and Mr. Forlonge safa there were
tLree clements to be considered in the rec1uction,-the fa.ll in the price of labor, the
takiug from the police the duty of collecting the go1d revenue, ancl the decreased
price of forage.
Capt-ain M'Mahon made a very faint
effort to defend the estimate, ancl pointed
out the reduction that had been already
made in comparison w:ith last year.
1
Mr: Greeves did ne~t wish to go too far at
once with- the reduction, but begged the
Government to take the hint that a,
much smaller amount than that now pl"Oposed would be voted next year.
'l'he committee then divided on Mr. Forlonge's amendment, which was carried by a.
mn~ority of 23 to 13.
'I he Immigrants' Luggage Bill was gone
through in committee, and reported to the
House; ancl the .Auction Sales Regulation
Bill "\\·as rc-com:nittecl and amended .
.'I'hc other business on the paper having
been postponed, the House rose at half-past
SJ:Ven o'clock.
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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.
ON the chair having been taken on Friday,
notic(ls were given-by Mr. O'Shanassy, of
a question to the Colonial Secretary, relative to defining the limits of the Emerald
Hill municipality, either with or without
the consent of the Melbourne Corporation;
ancl by Mr. Harrison, for the second read• .
ing of the Geelong and Ballaarat Railway
Bill.
Colonel Anderson presented a petition from Mr. W . . A. Grover, praying for
special compensatwn f01: his dismissa,l
from the situation of Chief Clerk at the
Post Office.
In Committee of Supply, M~. Nicholson moved, in a very admirable speech
for a grant of £500, in aiel of the Por~
:Phillip Farmers' Society, which was carried without opposition.
The House having gone into Committee
of Supply on Mr. Greaves's motion for
grants of £2000 towards the Museum of
Economic Geology, £2000 towards the
Museum of Natural History, £1000
for the Government Botanist's Department, £750 for the Geologi,cal Sut·veyor's Department, ancl £300 for
the Compilation of Meteorological Tables
a discussion ensued as to the advisability'
b the present state of public finances, of
sanctioning such grants until reductions to
a corresponding amount had been,made in
the estimates of expenditure. ·
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